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JOURNAL 


OF  THE 


PROVINCIAL  CONVENTION. 


TUESDAY  AFTERNOON, 

Augt.  20th,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Abm.  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  Prest.  pro  tern. 

Col.  Broome,  Mr.  DaNsco.Ms,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Roose- 
VILT,  (the  last  two  absent  on  duty,) — Xew-york. 

Mr.  Sacket,  Mr.  Schenk,  Mr.  Landon — Dutches. 

Mr.  A.  Y.ATE3.  Mr.  Bleeckek,  Mr.  Adgate — Albany. 

Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  J.  Townsend,  Major  Lawrence,  Col.  Blackwell, 
Mr.  Sam.  Townsend — Queens. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Tbedweli.— SuJ/bifc. 
Genl.  Morris—  Westchester. 
Mr.  DvzB.— Charlotte. 
Mr.  PoiHE.mjs — Kin^s. 

Colo.  Dewitt,  Mr.  Co.vti.ve,  Col.  Pawlikg — Ulster. 
Col.  Marsh,  Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 
Mr.  Newkibk — Tryon. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  John  Cre^ier  be  authorized  to  act 
as  surgeon  to  Col.  Levy  Pawling's  regiment  m  Genl.  Clin- 
ton's brigade,  until  another  surgeon  shall  be  appointed  to 
said  regiment  by  this  Convention. 

Colo.  Jacobus  Swartwout  attending,  was  admitted.  He 
brought  in  the  muster  rolls  of  ten  companies  of  his  regi- 
ment now  in  service  near  King's  Bridge,  in  Genl.  Clinton's 
brigade.  The  said  ten  muster  rolls  were  annexed  together 
under  seal  in  the  Convention.  Thereupon,  the  said  Jaco- 
bus Swartwout,  Esqr.  being  duly  sv/orn  on  the  Holy  Evan- 
gelists, did  depose  and  swear,  that  he  hath,  according  to 
the  best  of  his  knowledge,  truly  mustered  the  ten  compa- 
nies now  in  service  under  his  command  as  colonel ;  that 
the  said  ten  muster  rolls  contain  the  names  and  rank  of  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  ollicers  and  privates  of  the  said 
regiment,  as  the  different  companies  appeared  at  the  tune 
of  mustering  each  company  respectively  ;  and  that  the  said 
regiment  is  near  King's  Bridge,  as  a  part  of  Genl.  Clin- 
ton's brigade.  Col.  Swartvvoul's  affidavit  is  endorsed  on 
the  back  of  the  said  muster  rolls,  subscribed  by  himself 
and  by  Abm.  Yates,  Junr.  Esr[r.  President  pro  temjiore. 

Resolved,  That  Colo.  Josiah  Smith  be  and  lie  is  liereby  j 
authorized  to  provide  a  surgeon  for  his  regiment,  and  to  | 
procure  a  hospital  for  the  reception  of  the  sick. 

A  letter  from  William  Miller,  deputy  chairman  of  the  ' 
146 


committee  of  safety  for  Westchester  county,  dated  Au<:x. 
17th,  1776,  concerning  some  prisoners  of  w.u  hrou^jnt 
from  Bedford  to  the  White  Plains,  and  tories  laii  ly  con- 
fined in  their  jail,  was  read;  and  also  a  letter  from  >aid 
prisoners  requesting  subsistence  money.  VV'lii-rriipon, 

Resolved,  That  John  McKesson  and  Robert  ikin.son  l-xi 
the  commissaries  in  this  State  to  dispose  of  ami  j)rovide 
for  all  prisoners  of  war  within  the  same,  agreeable  to  the 
resolutions  of  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congress, 
of  2Ist  May  last,  in  that  case  made  and  provuieir;  and 
also  to  dispose  of  and  provide  for  such  other  prisoners 
within  this  State  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  commuted 
to  their  care  ;  that  the  said  commissaries  do  keep  a  re- 
gular account  or  journal  of  their  transactions  and  disburse- 
ments ;  and  that  this  Convention  will  make  them  the  said 
commissaries  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  trouble 
and  services  in  that  department. 

A  letter  from  Jonathan  G.  Tompkins,  dated  Aui;t.  IStli, 
1776,  relating  to  Josiah  and  Isaac  Brown,  iiiifirisoncd  at 
White  Plains,  was  received  and  read. 

The  petition  of  1.5  prisoners  confined  in  the  jrul  at  Wh't." 
Plains,  presented  by  Mr.  Jliller,  deputy  chairman  of 
Westchester  county,  wherein  they  represent  tlint  tlicv  .nre 
confined  as  persons  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the  State, 
and  being  desirous  of  being  enlarged,  they  arc  willing  to 
bind  themselves  either  to  aid  in  repelling  the  cnrnues  p1 
the  State  when  necessary,  or  surrender  themselves  into 
the  custody  of  any  jailor  as  this  or  any  future  Convention 
o.-  Legislature  may  direct,  was  read. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Miller  was  called  in  and  cvainnied  as 
to  the  said  15  prisoners,  and  testified  in  regard  lo  itiriu 
respectively,  as  follows,  vizt  : 

"  Joshua  Purdy — has  never  been  friendly  to  du"  .Ameri- 
can cause,  is  a  man  of  influence  and  towards  wiwtn  icniiy 
would  be  advisable. 

"Gabriel  Purdy — has  acted  unfriendly  to  the  cause  ot 
America. 

"  Caleb  Morgan — he  does  not  know,  but  hns  heard  he 
is  a  tory. 

"  Of  Wm.  Barker,  John  McCord,  John  Bailv,  Bartw. 
Haynes  and  Joseph  Purdy— he  know?  imthing  lavourablc. 
"  Gilbert  Horton  is  a  man  of  no  inlhicncc. 
"  Isaac  Brown  has  been  neutral.    Josiah  Browne  says 


1  0 


.  Of  )n£Ur;lj.iq  JS' 


.vi^s) ;nv.; 


•  1;:  i;;:;:  ri 


582 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  CONVENTION. 


te  will  join  in  the  defence  of  the  States,  and  has  general- 
ly understood  that  he  was  a  whig.  Edmond  Ward  he 
don't  know.  Samuel  Merrit  has  been  active  against,  and 
Jonathan  Purdy  has  been  publicly  inciting  others  to  act 
against  us.  And  as  to  Philip  Fowler,  he  is  reputed  a  bad 
man." 

Which  information  being  considered,  the  question  was 
put,  shall  any  of  the  prisoners  be  released  1  and  pass- 
ed in  the  negative  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

for  <Ae  affirmative. 

Westchester,  4 

Queens,   4 


Suffolk,  only  two  members, 
no  vote. 


For  the  negative. 

Ulster,   4 

Charlotte,    2 

Albany,  .6 

New- York,  8 

Cumberland,   2 

22 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  safety  of  Westches- 
ter county  be  empowered,  if  they  shall  think  it  consistent 
with  the  safety  or  conducive  to  the  advantage  of  the  State, 
to  release  Joshua  Purdy,  Isaac  Brown  and  Josiah  Brown. 

The  credentials  of  Kings  county  was  again  talien  into 
consideration  and  read,  and  the  further  consideration  there- 
of deferred  till  the  morning. 


DIE  MERCURII,  9  ho.  a.  m. 

Augt.  2lst,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PnESENT — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  Prest.  pro.  tern. 
Col.  Broome,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  JVIr.  Bancker,  Major  Van  Zandt— New- 
York. 

Mr.  Sacket,  Mr.  Schenk — Dutchess. 
Mr.  Duer — Charlotte. 

Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  .Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Bleecker — Albany. 
Col.  Dewit,  Mr.  Contine — Ulster. 
Colo.  Marsh — Cumberland. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Hobart— Su/o/A:. 
Dr.  Outwater,  Mr.  Jo.  Smith— Orang-e. 
Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 

Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Morris,  Geul.  Morris,  Mr.  Haviland — Westches- 
ttr. 

Mr.  Jas.  Townsend — Queens. 

Mr.  Tredwell  informed  the  Convention  that  Capt.  John 
Wisner  of  Orange  county,  appointed  to  command  a  com- 
pany of  the  militia  of  that  county  ordered  into  actuni  ser- 
vice, has  been  and  now  is  attending  fur  money  to  discharge 
the  bounty  of  liis  men,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  purchase 
arms. 

Ordered,  Tliai  Peter  Van  B.  Livingston,  Esqr.  as  Trea- 
surer, advance  to  Cant.  Jolm  Wisner,  $590,  to  enable  him  to 
pay  one-half  of  the  bounty  to  llie  non-com!:iissioned  officers 
and  privates  of  liis  company,  as  part  of  the  militia  ot  Orange 
county,  raised  or  to  bo  raised  agreeable  to  the  resolutions 
of  this  Convention  of  the  day  of  July  last. 

Capt.  Wisner  to  he  accountable  to  this  Convention  or  their 
order,  and  to  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  to  which  he  be- 
longs, for  the  disposition  of  that  money. 

And  wherk.^s  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  to  which 
Capt.  Wisner  belongs,  is  at  present  on  duty  in  Genl.  Clin- 
ton's brigade  : 

Orde-red,  That  Col.  Atliscn  and  Colo.  Hawthorne,  or 
either  of  them,  be,  and  are  hereby  appointed,  authorized 
and  requested  to  muster  the  men  ot  Capt.  Wisner's  com- 
pany previous  to  their  receiving  one-half  of  their  bounty. 

The  credentials  of  the  member  from  King's  county  were 
read  and  considered,  and  the  question  put  whether  the  said 
credentials  are  sufficient,  which  was  decided  unanimously 
in  the  negative. 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  credentials  produced  from 
Kings  county  to  this  Convention,  that  the  election  for  Re- 
presentatives in  Convention,  was  not  held  at  the  lime 
mentioned  in  tiie  resolution  of  the  late  Congress  for  hold- 
ing auch  election,  nor  in  conformity  to  the  said  resolutions  : 


Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  election  was  unlaw- 
ful, and  all  and  singular  the  matters  and  things  thereby 
transcribed,  merely  void. 

Whereas  it  is  just  and  necessary  that  all  the  inhabitants 
of  this  State  should  be  represented  in  this  Convention  at 
this  very  important  crisis,  when  matters  of  the  greatest 
moment  to  the  present  generation,  and  to  all  postemy,  are 
more  immediately  in  agitation  :  And  whereas  bv  reason 
of  the  irregularity  of  holding  the  election  in  Kini:-s  county, 
and  of  sundry  defects  in  the  credentials  of  the  Representa- 
tives by  the  said  county  chosen,  the  said  Keprcsentaiives 
could  not  be  received  into  this  Convention  : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  committee  of  the  said 
county  be  required  to  hold  an  election  accorduiL,'  to  tiic 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  resolutions  of  the  :il  st  day 
of  May  last,  on  Saturd:>y  next  the  24lh  inst. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  committee  of  Kinirs  county 
be  informed  that  the  credentials  by  them  made  and  deli- 
vered to  this  Convention,  bearing  date  the  lOLhinsi.  is  ma- 
terially, defective,  in  that  it  does  not  appear  from  the  said 
credentials  whether  any  or  what  powers  are  given  to  the 
Representatives  therein  named,  when,  in  fact,  the  said  Re- 
presentatives ought  to  be  expressly  authorized  to  assist  in 
framing  and  establishing  a  new  form  of  government,  and 
consequently  of  agreeing  on  the  part  of  their  constituents  to 
the  general  independency  of  America. 

Ordered,  That  the  aforegoing  resolves  be  immediately 
transmitted  to  the  committee  of  Kings  county. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  papers  pre- 
sented by  John  JIcDonald,  on  the  subject  of  the  lead  mine 
in  Dutches  county,  reported ;  which  being  considered  was 
recommitted  to  the  same  committee,  with  the  addition  of 
Mr.  Landon. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  report  on  the  papers  of 
John  McDonald  was  recommitted,  reported  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  agreed  to  ; 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  'Vha.1  the  Treasurer  of  this  State 
do  advance  to  John  McDonald,  miner,  the  sum  of  £6,  to 
enable  him  to  advance  to  Donald  Morrison  I2s.  a  week 
for  the  term  of  ten  \veeks,  unless  the  said  Donald  IMorrison 
shall  sooner  be  able  to  labour ;  that  the  said  Donald  Mor- 
rison do  repay  the  money  so  lent  to  him  either  in  money 
or  labour,  to  the  said  McDonald;  and  the  said  John  Mc- 
Donald to  be  accountable  to  this  Convention  for  the  said 
sum  of  £6,  provided  the  said  Donald  Morrison  does  not 
decease  before  he  shall  be  able,  by  his  labour,  to  earn  or 
pay  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  that  money;  in  which  case, 
the  said  John  McDonald  shall  be  liable  to  refund  so  much 
only  of  the  said  money  as  the  said  Donald  Monison  has, 
or  might  have,  earned  by  his  labour. 

Mr.  Duer  moved  a  resolution  as  to  the  prisoners  in 
Westchester.  After  many  debates  Mr.  Jay  moved  for  the 
previous  question,  wliich  was  earned.  Thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Duer  be 
a  committee  to  report  upon  the  mode  of  conhning,  securing 
or  otherwise  disposing  of  the  prisoners  now  taken  up  and 
confined  in  the  jail  of  Westchester,  by  order  of  this  Con- 
vention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duer, 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Curlenius,  as  Commissary  of  this 
State,  be  oredered  to  pay  to  Colo.  Wm.  Malcom,  or  his 
order,  the  sum  of  £60  5s.  Od.  being  the  purchase  money 
of  16  muskets  and  5  bayonets  disbursed  by  Cipt.  Jonathan 
Blake  for  the  use  of  his  company  in  Colo.  .Maicoin's  bat- 
talion, and  the  said  Colo.  Malcom  do  on  the  receipt,  of  this 
money,  give  a  receipt  to  Colo.  Curlenius  for  16  muskets, 
and  5  bayonets,  specifying  their  marks  and  quality,  thai  the 
said  guns  and  bayonets  may  hcreaflcr  be  paid  lor,  or  re- 
turned to  the  public  store  of  this  State,  by  the  said  Colo. 
Malcom. 

Whereas,  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Convention, 
that  Colo.  Josiah  Smith's  reyiment,  lately  ordered  to  Genl. 
Greene's,  encampment  on  Nassau  island,  arc  destitute  of 
camp  equipage : 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hubbard  and  Mr.  James  Townseiid 
be  a  committee  to  inform  the  ContiiiciUal  quarter-iiiasicr 
of  the  state  of  that  regiment,  and  to  request  of  liun  wiiii- 
out  delay  to  furnish  tliem  with  proper  camp  equipage; 
and  in  case  the  said  quarter-master  sliould  not  be  able  or  wil- 
ling to  afford  them  the  said  necessary  supplies,  thai  then  the 
said  committee  take  tiie  most  speedy  and  eUcciuai  means 
for  obtaining  them,  and  this  Convention  will  defray  the  e.\- 
pense  thereof,  and  add  it  to  their  account  against  the  Gene- 
ral Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Colo.  Smith  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  authorized  to  appoint  an  adjutant  and  quarter-master  to 
his  regiment,  and  that  he  recommend  to  this  Convention  a 
surgeon  for  the  same, 

A  letter  dated  the  12ih  inst.  from  Abm.  C.  Cuvler,  Jolm 
Duncan,  Stephen  Delancv,  John  Monicr  and  Benjamin 
Hilton,  prisoners  sent  and  confined  in  Hariford  jail  by  or- 
der of  the  committee  of  Albany,  praying  to  be  released 
from  their  disagreeable  situation,  was  read.  Also  a  letter 
from  the  said  A.  C.  Cuyler,  of  the  same  date,  requesting  per- 
mission to  return  home  to  visit  his  sick  wife,  whom  lie  re- 
presents as  unable  to  take  care  of  his  children  and  larire  fa- 
mily, and  in  the  mean  time  to  settle  some  of  his  private  af- 
fairs, was  read. 

Also  a  letter  from  Henry  Van  Schaack,  another  pri- 
soner, sent  to  and  confined  at  Hariford,  declaring  his  inno- 
cence, and  complaining  of  the  injustice  of  his  being  trans- 
ported thither  under  appearance  of  guilt,  and  praying  to  be 
suffered  to  appear  before  the  Convention  to  be  heard,  and 
condemned  or  acquitted,  was  also  read. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  said  Henry  Van  Schaack, 
Andrew  and  Munro,  to  the  committee  of  Albany,  referred 
to  in  the  preceding  letter,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  three  letters  last  mentioned  he  on  the 
table  for  the  perusal  of  the  members. 

By  a  letter  from  the  committee  of  New  Town,  in  Queens 
county,  it  appears  that  Capt.  Richard  Lawrence,  com- 
mander of  the  troop  of  horse  in  said  town,  has,  through  in- 
firmity, lesigned.  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  commissions  be  immediately  sent  to 
Daniel  Lawrence,  as  capt ;  Saml.  Riker,  as  first  lieut. ;  Jo- 
nathan Lawrence,  2d  lieut. ;  Thomas  Betts,  cornet ;  pur- 
suant to  the  recommendation  of  said  committee. 


THURSDAY  MORNING, 

August  22d,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  at 
ling  of  bell. 

Present — Abm.  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  Prest. 

Mr.  Bancker,  Col.  Broome,  Major.  Vaa  Zandt.  Col.  Brasher,  Col. 
Scott  00  service,  Mr.BeekmaQ  on  service — J\t:w-l'ork. 

Mr.  S.  Townsend,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Jas.  Townsend  on  service — 
Queens. 

Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Adeaie,  Mr.  Bleecker— .'i/6ix/iy. 
Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  Sackett,  Major  Schenk— Dutchess. 
Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Hobart  on  service — Suffolk. 

Mr.  Haviland,  Judge  Graham,  Genl.  'Morns— Westchester. 

Mr.  Duer — Charlotte. 

Col.  Dcwit,  Mr.  Coutinc— Ws/cr. 

Dr.  Cutwater,  Mr.  Jos.  Smi'.!i—Ora«je. 

Colo.  Marsh — Cumberland. 

A  letter  from  Adjutant-Genl.  Read,  dated  yesterday,  en- 
closing, by  the  direciion  of  Genl  Washington,  for  the  pe- 
rusal and  advice  of  the  Conveniion,  a  letter  from  Govr. 
Martin  to  the  General,  dated  on  board  the  Sovcreicn 
transport,  on  the  IGth  inst.  wherein  he  requests  that  his 
wife  and  children,  and  all  or  any  of  his  fallier-in-law's  fa- 
mily, with  whom  they  reside  at  Rockaway,  may  ha  per- 
mitted to  go  on  board  the  fleet,  and  with  great  confidence 
expects  a  favourable  answer,  with  sucii  passports  as  Gene- 
ral Washington  shall  judge  expedient  to  enable  liim  to  open 


an  immediate  intercourse  with  his  family,  and  to  provide 
them  the  necessary  facilities  for  going  on  board,  were  re- 
spectively read. 

Thereupon  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  Col.  Read,  m  answer 
to  ins  of  yesterday,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  vizt : 

"  August  -l-ind,  1776. 

"  Sin — I  have  laid  your  letter  of  the  21st  msi.  enclosing 
another  from  the  late  Govr.  Martin,  before  the  'Convention 
of  this  State  ;  the  Convention  are  of  opinion,  that  no  great 
detriment  can  arise  to  the  public  cause  in  siillcrinu-  the  late 
Govr.  Martin's  wife  and  children  to  go  to  Stntcn  island,  and 
therefore  cheerfully  concur  with  His  E.xcellcncy's  inclina- 
tion to  grant  this  indulgence. 

"  With  respect  to  his  father-in-law  and  faniilv,  they  do 
not  conceive  them  enlided  to  the  same  favour,  unless  Lord 
Howe  should  be  disposed  to  liberate  j\lr.  Bancker,  late  a 
member  of  this  Convention,  and  at  present  a  prisoner  upon 
his  parol  at  Staten  island,  together  with  his  family  and  Dr. 
Martin,  a  brother-in-law  lo  it ;  particularly  as  the  gentle- 
man who  has  made  the  application  is  at  present  a  prisoner 
of  this  State  upon  his  parol,  at  Rockaway.  I  am,  there- 
fore, desired  to  entreat  the  favour  of  you  to  lay  this  matter 
before  Genl.  Washington,  and  to  entreat  the  favour  of  him 
to  propose  this  exchange  to  Lord  Howe.  Should  a  refu- 
sal be  given  to  this  exchange,  the  Convention  are  of  opi- 
nion that  none  of  the  family  should  be  permitted  to  depart, 
as  they  may  be  exchanged  hereafter  for  more  valuable  citi- 
zens, whom  the  fortune  of  war  may  deliver  into  the  ene- 
mey's  power. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  very  hble.  servt. 

"  By  order. 

"  To  Genl.  Reid." 

The  letter  or  report  of  Abm.  W.  Depeyster,  Esqr.  rela- 
tive to  the  disposition  of  the  prisoners  in  Connecticut,  was 
read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit; 

"  Gentlemen — In  obedience  to  the  orders  received  from 
the  Piesident  of  the  Honourable  Convention,  I  waited  upon 
Govr.  Trumbull  at  Lebanon,  to  lake  his  directions  for  the 
disposition  of  the  13  prisoners  left  at  Litchfield,  when  his 
honour  was  pleased  to  order  that  (filbert  Forbes  and  Wil- 
liam Forbes  should  remain  in  Litchfield  jail,  in  the  custody 
of  Lyndc  Lord,  Esqr.  the  sheriff  of  that  countv  ;  that  D. 
Mathews,  Esqr.  should  be  rewoved  from  tiieiice  to  Hart- 
ford jail,  to  the  care  of  Williams,  Esrir.  sherilfof 
Hariford  county  ;  and  that  "John  L.  C.  Roome,  Esqr.  Natiil. 
Gyre,  Lazarus  Gyre,  Jonathan  Baker,  James  Mason,  Laac 
Young,  Israel  Young,  Thomas  Coyne,  John  Clarke  and 
Thos.  Vernon,  be  committed  to  the  custody  of  Prosper 
Whetmore,  Esqr.  sheriff  of  the  county  of  New- London, 
to  be  confined  in  the  jail  in  the  town  of  Norwich,  in  the 
said  county. 

"The  Governor,  at  the  same  lime,  wrote  letters  of  in- 
structions to  the  sheriffs  respectively,  advising  ilicm  of  ihe 
manner  in  which  the  prisoners  were  to  be  treated. 

"The  one  to  the  sheriff  of  Hartford  county,  respecting 
Mr.  Mathews,  the  Governor  informed  me,  contained  a  per- 
mission to  let  Mr.  Alallicws  walk  about  the  town  in  the  day 
lime,  with  some  person  as  his  guard,  who  he  was  to  bo  at 
the  expense  of,  and  who  was  every  evening  to  see  him  safe 
in  his  lodgings  in  jail,  where  I  understand  he  was  to  have 
his  quarters. 

"  As  soon  as  the  Governor  dismissed  me,  I  sat  out  for 
Litchfield.  When  I  arrived  there,  I  found  that  the  com- 
mittee of  ihat  town,  in  my  absence,  had  permuted  all  the 
prisoners  who  had  been  put  in  close  confinement,  except 
('ilbert  Forbes,  to  go  at  large  about  the  town,  as  the  keep- 
ing them  shut  up  in  jail  would  have  endangered  their  lives. 

"  The  slicrifT  had  taken  the  two  Youiitjs  at  his  own 
house.  Roome  liad  his  quarters  in  the  jailer's  apartments 
adjoining  the  jail.  The  others  were  at  work  in  different 
places,  some  in  harvest,  and  others  at  their  respective  trades 
as  journeymen. 
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"  Mr.  Mathews,  during  my  absence,  I  understand,  had, 
agreeable  to  his  promise,  strictly  confined  himself  to  Capt. 
Seamour's  house,  in  which  I  had  left  him.  This  change 
in  the  prisoners'  situation  from  that  m  which  ihey  were 
when  I  left  Litchfield,  made  tlie  account  I  brought  them  of 
their  removal,  very  unwelcome,  and  they  now,  to  a  man, 
solicited  as  much  to  remain  at  Litchfield  as  they  had  before 
to  be  conveyed  to  some  other  place. 

"  The  mayor  was  very  desirous  indeed  to  remain  at 
Litchfield,  and  urged  as  a  reason,  among  many  others,  for 
his  being  left  there,  that  he  was  not  m  very  affluent  cir- 
cumstances, and  he  was  apprehensive  that  living  at  Hart- 
ford would  be  very  expensive ;  that  he  boarded  at  Capt. 
Seamour's  at  a  moderate  rate ;  that  the  expense  of  tra- 
velling was  very  high  ;  that  he  did  not  know  how  long 
he  would  remain  a  prisoner,  and  therefore  he  was  desi- 
rous to  live  at  as  little  expense  as  possible  ;  and  as  the 
Convention  had  been  pleased  to  order  that  he  should  main- 
tain himself  at  his  own  charge,  he  thought  it  not  unreason- 
able that  he  should  have  liberty  to  live  where  he  would  be 
at  the  least  expense  ;  that  Capt.  Seamour  would  be  his  se- 
curity, and  undertake  to  keep  him  safe  in  his  own  liouse. 
Roome  was  equally  anxious  to  remain  at  Litchfield,  and 
offered  the  same  reasons.  At  length,  at  the  request  of 
Capt.  Seamour,  and  by  consent  of  the  committee  of  that 
place,  I  agreed  to  leave  the  above  two  gentlemen  in  the 
custody  of  Capt.  Seamour,  who  engaged  to  be  security  for 
their  safe  custody,  and  to  see  them  safe,  at  their  own  ex- 
pense, to  the  places  respectively  assigned  them  by  the  Go- 
vernor, in  case  either  the  Governor  or  the  Convention, 
upon  their  being  informed  of  what  I  had  done,  disapproved 
of  their  remaining  at  Litchfield  ;  for  which  purpose,  I  left 
in  Capt.  Seamour's  hands  Mr.  Mathews'  warrant  of  com- 
mitment, together  with  the  above  mentioned  letter  to  the 
sheriff  of  Hartford,  to  be  delivered  by  him  to  the  said  she- 
riff in  case  the  mayor  should  be  ordered  to  Hartford.  As 
the  two  Youngs  were  likewise  to  live  at  their  own  expense, 
the  sheriff  of  Litchfield,  at  whose  house  I  found  them, 
llkought  it  not  amiss  that  they  be  also  left,  especially  as 
ihey  would  be  immediately  under  his  eye,  and  kept  by  him 
confined  within  the  walls  of  his  house  ;  unless  when  he,  llie 
sheriff  thought  proper  to  let  them  take  a  little  air  in  the 
streets,  when  he  would  attend  them  himself.  Upon  this, 
and  with  the  approbation  of  the  committee,  I  agreed  to 
leave  the  two  Youngs  also,  upon  the  same  condition  as 
above  mentioned,  that  they  repair  to  Norwich  under  a 
guard  at  their  own  expense,  in  case  the  Governor  or  Con- 
vention insisted  on  their  removal,  which  the  sheriff  promised 
me  to  see  performed  by  them.  I  however  directed  Sheriff 
Lord  to  take  bond  from  them  in  the  penalty  of  £500,  to 
be  executed  by  them  and  their  brother  Joseph,  vvho  was 
expected  at  Litchfield  the  next  day,  with  condition  that  ihey 
repair  to  Norwich,  as  aforesaid,  as  soun  as  advised  llicreuf ; 
that  they  in  the  mean  time  demean  themselves  as  good 
subjects  of  the  States  ;  and  lastly,  that  they  strictly  con- 
form themselves  to  the  directions  of  the  said  sheriff,  as  to 
their  behaviour,  which  bond  I  prepared  before  I  left  Litch- 
field. As  a  farther  security,  I  caused  the  Youngs  to  de- 
poslte  into  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  the  money  they  had 
with  them,  which  I  was  told  by  the  sheriff  amounted  to 
about  £200.  Soon  after  this  I  set  out  for  Norwich  with 
Nathan  Gyre,  Lazarus  Gyre,  James  Mason,  Jontlin.  Baker, 
Thomas  Coyne,  John  Clarke  and  Thomas  Vernon,  under 
a  guard  of  three  men,  besides  an  othcer  ;  but  we  had  not 
proceeded  more  than  two  miles  from  the  town  of  Litchfield, 
before  I  was  under  a  necessity  to  leave  old  Gyre  upon 
the  road,  so  very  sick  tliat  had  I  conveyed  him  a  mile  far- 
ther, the  tolting  of  the  wagon  over  such  rough  and  stony 
roads  as  we  had  to  travel,  would  inevitably  have  deprived 
him  of  what  little  life  he  had  left ;  the  oihcr  six  I  convey- 
ed safe  to  Norwich,  and  delivered  into  the  custody  of  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  of  New-London.  In  my  way  down 
to  Norwich,  I  again  called  on  the  Governor,  and  acquaint- 
ed him  with  my  leavmg  the  mayor,  Roome  and  the  two 


Youngs  at  Litchfield  ;  he  replied,  it  was  very  well ;  for  hia 
part  he  had  no  objections,  provided  the  Convention  of  ihia 
Stale  approved  of  it.  He  added,  that  the  jails  at  Hartford 
and  Norwich  were  small.  Indeed,  I  found  Hartford  jail 
pretty  full  of  prisoners,  and  xMorwicli  but  barely  large 
enough  to  contain  the  six  I  left  there.  Upon  my  return 
again  through  Lebanon,  the  Governor  made  out  a  new  war- 
rant for  old  Gyre  to  be  kept  in  custody  of  the  sherilf  of 
Litchfield,  which  was  delivered  to  the  said  sheritf  on  my 
arrival  there,  and  he  accordingly  took  charue  of  Inin,  so 
very  ill  however,  that  its  more  than  probable  he  i<  now 
dead.  Before  I  left  Litchfield  the  last  time,  I  disclmrfcd 
the  sheriff's  demands  against  the  Convention  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  prisoners  up  to  Augt.  the  6th,  for  which  I  took 
his  jailer's  receipt.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  sheritT  of 
New-London  begged  I  would  request  the  Convention  of 
this  State  to  send  some  money  to  Norwich  for  the  support 
of  the  six  prisoners  I  left  with  him,  as  soon  as  they  con- 
veniently could. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  utmost  respect, 

"  Your  mo.  obt.  and  very  hble.  servt. 

"  A.  W.  D.  PEYSTER. 

"  Harlem.  21st  Jugt.  me. 
"  The  Honble.  the  Coavenlion  '  • 

of  the  State  of  New- York." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  referred  to  the  same 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  David  Ma- 
thews to  his  wife,  and  the  letter  of  the  committee  of  Litch- 
field. 

A  letter  from  Andrew  Bostwick,  dated  at  Goshen  the 
1.5th  inst.  enclosing  a  petition  to  the  Convention,  praying 
"for  that  relief  which  the  tumults  and  convulsions  of  the 
times  had  hitherto  prevented  liiin  from  getting,"  was  re- 
ceived, and  the  petition  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
for  the  relief  of  prisoners  imprisoned  for  debt. 

The  petition  of  Abel  Noble  and  Peter  Tow-nsciid,  pro- 
prietors of  Sterling  Iron  Works,  praying  tliat  150  work- 
men employed  at  their  works,  may  be  exempted  from  serv- 
ing in  the  militia,  was  rend. 

iMr.  Outwater,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  Capt.  Benson,  reported,  that  Capt.  Benson  says  he 
has  made  a  thorough  search  for  the  articles  ordered  by  the 
Committee  of  Safely  for  fitting  out  the  vessels  preparing 
for  Hudson's  river ;  that  he  requests  to  borrow  the  articles 
directed  to  be  bought,  (out  of  the  Continental  store  at 
Poughkeepsie) ;  that  the  sloops  will  be  of  no  use  but  in 
the  river,  tlie  beams  of  their  decks  not  being  substantial  or 
strong  enough  to  go  to  sea. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  said  report  be  de- 
ferred until  Mr.  John  Jay  is  present. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington, 
relative  to  a  report  that  the  city  of  Ncw-\ork  was  to  be 
burnt  if  the  troops  left  it,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

[Letter  not  entered  on  the  miuutes.j 

Die  Jovis,  8  ho.  P.  M.  Augt.  22nd,  1776. 
Ti  e  Convention  met  on  a  summons  of  the  members  and 
ring  of  the  bell. 

Col.  Broome,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Jay,  Col.  Lott,  Capt.  Rutgers,  Capt. 
Denning,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  (last  four  on  duty) — jS'ew-York. 
Mr.  Eaer—Charloite. 
Mr.  Adgate — jilbany. 
Mr.  Sackett,  Mr.  H.  Schenk— DwicAcs. 
Mr.  Outwater,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith— Orange. 
Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Hobart— .S'u_/ro/fc. 
Mr.  Sam.  Townsend,  Mr.  Jos.  TownsenJ,  Mr.  Ben.  Sands — Queens. 
Mr.  Contine,  Mr.  Dewit — Ulster. 

Mr.  Zeb.  Mills,  Genl.  Morris,  Mr.  Govr.  Morris — Weslchesler. 

Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  hcina  absent,  and  the  Con- 
vention suddenly  and  unexpectedly  convened,  William 
Smith,  Esqr.  was  chosen  President  tor  this  evening. 

Mr.  James  Townsend  and  Mr.  Hobart  delivered  a  copy 
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of  a  letter  from  Brigadier-Genl.  Livingston,  of  New-Jer- 
sey, to  His  Excellency  Genl.  Waslinigton,  wlucli  was 
read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wii  : 
"  May  it  please  yotir  Excellency — 

"  In  the  utmost  haste  1  must  inform  you 
that  very  providentially  I  sent  a  spy  last  night  on  btaien 
island  to  obtain  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  tlie  ene- 
my, as  many  thmgs,  apparently  new,  were  seen  from 
our  lines ;  he  has  this  moment  returned  in  safety.  The 
substance  of  his  information  I  must  nive  you  in  short. 
He  went  on  Staten  island  about  midnight,  and  got  undis- 
covered to  the  house  of  the  persou  to  wliom  he  was  sent, 
who  informed  him  that  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy,  of 
every  kind,  was  35,000  men,  15,000  of  whom  were  left 
on  the  island,  but  all  the  rest  embarked  ;  tiiat  they  ex- 
pected to  attack  every  hour,  he  thinks  this  night  at  far- 
thest ;  it  was  to  be  on  Long  island  and  up  ilie  iNoitli  river 
that  the  15,000  men  were  to  land,  and  attack  on  Bergen 
Point,  Elizabeth  Town  Point  and  at  Amboy.  He  has 
heard  the  orders  read  and  heard  the  Generals  talk  of  it ; 
the  wagons  are  all  laid  out  and  ready  ;  that  they  appear 
very  determined,  and  will  put  all  to  the  sword ;  they  are 
in  great  want  of  provisions  ;  pork  tolerably  good,  but  tiour 
exceedingly  bad  ;  they  have  eat  up  all  the  cattle,  and  are 
now  killing  and  barrelling  up  all  the  horses  they  meet 
with  ;  all  the  field  pieces  arc  taken  on  board  except  two. 
The  information  may  be  depended  on.  £10  has  been 
given  for  a  cow  and  10  dollars  for  a  sheep  ;  that  the  tones 
on  the  island  are  very  illy  treated  lately,  so  that  the  inha-  i 
bitants,  who  at  first  were  so  pleased,  would  now  be  willing 
to  poison  them  all ;  they  take  from  them  every  thing  they 
choose,  and  no  one  has  any  thing  they  can  call  their 
own. 

"  I  am  with  great  respect,  &c.  &c. 

"  WILLIAM  LIVINGSTON. 

«  Elizlh.  Town,  jlugt.  2Ut,  1776." 

Mr.  Hobart  further  informed  the  Convention  that  the 
enemy  are  landed  on  Nassau  island ;  that  the  rifle  regi- 
ment are  retreated  to  the  lines  ;  that  the  enemy  have 
landed  a  party  of  light  horse  and  between  30  and  40  pieces 
of  artillery. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Uuer,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr. 
Morris,  Genl.  Morris  and  Mr.  Ben.  Sands  be  a  conimiitee 
to  take  the  said  letter  and  intelligence  into  consideration, 
and  report  thereon  to-morrow  morning,  and  to  write  to 
Genl.  Washington  to  know  whether  he  desires  Genl.  Mor- 
ris's brigade  to  be  called  out. 

Oi'dered,  That  the  Treasurer  remove  the  treasury  and 
papers  and  accounts  near  to  the  church  in  Harlem  to-mor- 
row morning. 

Ordered,  That  Gerard  Bancker  remove  all  the  books 
and  papers  of  the  late  General  Assembly  of  this  State  to 
Harlem  to-morrow. 


DIE  VENERIS,  9  ho.  a.  m. 

Augt.  23d,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Peesent — Abm.  Yates,  Junr.  E^qr.  Prest. 
Mr.  Bancker,  Col.  Broome,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Dunscombe, 
Col.  Biisher— New-York. 

Col.  Marsh,  Mr.  Stevens— Cumberland. 

Mr.  Tales,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Bleecker — Slbany. 

Mr.  Sam.  Townsend,  Mr.  Jas.  To-.vnsend— (^j/ccns. 

Mr.  Outwater,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith— Oraiigc. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell— Si/ifcr/A:. 

Col.  Dewit,  Mr  Contine— f7/ster. 

Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 

Major  Schenk,  Mr.  Sacket,  Mr.  Landon— iJaicAw. 
Judge  Graham,  Mi.  Haviland — Westcheater. 
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Die  Veneris,  3  ho.  P.  M.  Augt.  23d,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Abm.  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  Prest. 

Col.  Broome,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Col.  Brasher,  Mr.  Bancker— A'cic- 
Vork. 

Mr.  Sam.  Townsend,  Mr.  Jas.  Townsend,  Mr.  Ben.  Sands,  .Major 
Lawrence — Queens.  ' 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Bleecker — Albany. 
Mr.  Haviland,  Judge  Graham — Westchester. 
Col.  Marsh,  Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 
Mr.  ^^"m.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Hobart— S«/?b/fc. 
Mr.  Contine,  Col.  Dewit— Ulster. 
Mr.  Huer — Charlotte. 

Mr.  Schenk,  Mr.  Sacket,  Mr.  Landon — Dutches. 
Mr.  Outwater,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith — Orange. 

Mr.  Duer,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  of 
and  report  on  the  letter  from  Brigadicr-Genl.  Livingston 
to  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington,  brought  in  the  re- 
port of  the  said  committee,  which  was  read  ;  the  same 
being  read  a  second  time,  and  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  William  Smith  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
James  Townshend,  that  the  said  report  of  the  committee  on 
tlie  said  letter  be  postponed  for  further  consideration. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it 
was  carried  in  the  negative  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 


For  the  negative.  For  the  ajjirmalive. 

Albany,   6       Queens,  4 

Cumberland,   2 

New-York   8 

Or-inge   3 

Charlolle,   2 

Dutches,   5 

UUtcr   4 

Sull'olk,   4 


34 

Therefore  the  said  motion  was  rejected. 

After  much  time  spent  on  said  report,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
William  Smith, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  committed  to  the  De- 
puties from  Suflolk  and  Queens,  and  that  they  report  to- 
morrow morning.  Mr.  Duer,  from  Charlotte  county,  dis- 
sents. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dunscomb  and  Mr.  Robert  Harper 
be  added  to  the  committee  for  removing  the  women,  chil- 
dren and  infirm  persons  out  of  the  city  of  New-York. 


DIE  SABBATI,  9  ho.  a.  m. 

•    Augt.  2Ath,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  Prest. 

Mr.  R.  liar  per,  Mr.  Bancker,  Col.  Broome,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Air.  Duns- 
comb, Col.  Lolt,  Capt.  Rutgers,  Capt.  Denning,  (last  live  on  dutyj — 
New-Tork. 

Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Harper— Tri/o/i. 

Mr.  Ab.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Bleecker — Albany. 

Mr.  Govr.  Morris,  Mr  Haviland,  Judge  Grsiham— Westchester. 

Mr.  D\ieT— Charlotte. 

Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  W.  Smith— Sttffolk. 

Mr.  Outwater,  Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 

Mr.  Stevens,  Colo.  Marsh— Cumberland. 

Col.  Dewilt,  Mr.  Contine — Ulster. 

Major  Schenk,  Mr.  Sacket,  Mr.  Landon — Dutches. 

Mr.  S.  Townshend,  Mr.  Jas.  Townshend,  Mr.  Ben.  Sands — Queens. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ilobart, 
Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  members  of  Suffolk 
and  Queens  counties,  now  present,  join  the  other  members 
from  those  two  counties  now  sitting  as  a  committee  to  re- 
consider the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter  ot  Bri- 
gadier-Genl. Livingston  to  his  Excellency  General  \Va- 
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shington,  and  the  President  and  other  members  proceed  as 
a  Committee  of  Safety  on  all  business  relating  to  this  Slate, 
or  on  which  this  Convention  might  proceed  until  members 
gufficient  to  form  a  Convention  come  in. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  the  members  of  Queens 
and  Suffolk,  came  into  the  Convention  without  delay,  and 
reported,  in  substance,  the  following  resolutions,  which  be- 
ing read  and  unanimously  agreed  to,  are  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Brigadier-Genl.  Woodhull, 
or,  in  his  absence,  Lieut.  Colo.  Potter,  march  without  de- 
lay one-half  of  the  western  regiment  of  militia  of  Sutfulk 
county,  with  5  days'  provisions,  into  the  western  parts  of 
Queens  county,  and  that  the  olHcers  of  the  militia  in  Queens 
county  immediately  order  out  the  whole  militia  of  that 
county,  together  with  their  troop  of  horse,  and  that  the  said 
officers  of  militia  and  troop  of  horse  use  all  possible  dili- 
gence to  prevent  the  stock  and  other  provisions  in  Queens 
county  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  either  by 
removing  them  out  of  their  way,  or  if  that  cannot  be  etfcci- 
ed,  by  destroying  them,  until  they  shall  receive  more  par- 
ticular directions  from  this  Convention.  And, 

Ordered  farther,  That  the  captain  of  the  troop  of  horse 
in  Kings  county,  with  his  troop,  join  the  said  militia,  and 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Queens  county,  not  of  the  militia, 
do  assist  in  executing  the  above  orders,  whenever  they  shall 
have  notice  from  the  commanding  officers  of  tlie  militia 
that  their  assistance  is  necessary. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  prepare  several  copies  of 
these  resolutions,  and  send  them  to  Brigade  Major  Law- 
rence, in  Queens  county,  and  to  Lieut.  Col.  Potter  and 
Genl.  Woodhull,  in  Suffolk  county,  by  Samp.  Dyckman, 
the  messenger. 

The  members  of  Westchester  and  Charlotte  counties 
having  come  into  the  Convention  while  the  last  resolutions 
were  considering,  there  were  members  sufficient  to  form  a 
Convention,  which  prevented  the  necessity  of  proceeding 
as  a  Committee  of  Safety,  and  abrogated  tiieir  power. 

The  President  informed  the  Convention  that  Dr.  Treat 
has  sent  a  quantity  of  medicines  and  hospital  stores  be- 
longing to  the  public,  to  his,  the  President's,  chamber  in 
Harlem. 

Thereupon,  one  of  the  members  informed  the  Conven- 
tion, that  four  of  the  members  had  directed  ihem  to  be 
sent  to  the  President  at  Harlem,  as  Dr.  Treat  thought  they 
were  not  safe  in  the  city,  and  a  justification  of  their  conduct 
in  this  matter. 

The  Convention  approves  and  justifies  their  conduct  in 
this  matter. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  at  Monmouth  county,  in  the 
State  of  New-Jersey,  in  answer  to  one  addressed  to  them 
by  this  Convention,  was  received  and  lead,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  In  Committee  of  Monmouth  Couvty,  ) 
"  Freehold,  August  Vlh,  1776.  \ 

"  Sir — We  have  received  yours  of  the  26th  ulto.  en- 
closing the  examination  of  Balthazer  De  Hart,  and  have 
much  reason  to  expect  and  believe  the  contents  truly  stated. 
It  has  been,  and  still  coniniues  our  misfortune,  that  many 
parts  of  this  county  are  exceedingly  infested  with  tories  of 
the  most  inveterate  disposiiion,  owing  we  suspect  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  malign  influence  ot  our  late  attorney-gene- 
ral and  his  execrable  junto. 

"  The  township  of  Shrewsbury,  from  the  bad  disposi- 
tion of  a  great  proportion  of  its  inhabitants — from  its  vici- 
nity to  the  shore,  and  consequent  aptitude  for  dealing  and 
corresponding  with  the  enemy — and  all  this  under  the  pa- 
tronage of  such  a  committee  as  you  may  justly  suppose  a 
disaffected  majority  would  naturally  constitute — must  na- 
turally offer  itself  as  an  asylum  to  refugee  tories  from  any 
other  quarter ;  and  hence  you  will  easily  account  for  so 
many  disaffected  persons  from  your  city  having  seated 
themselves  there,  who  by  means  of  a  kind  of  stage  or  post 
established  between  that  town  and  New-York,  have,  we 


fear,  given  the  enemy  intelligence  of  all  your  measures, 
and  may  perhaps  continue  to  do  so,  if  passes  from  that 
committee  are  admitted  at  or  near  your  city. 

"  We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  having  had 
a  notification  of  almost  every  article  contained  in  .Mr.  De 
Hart's  examination,  we  had,  previous  to  the  receipt  of  your 
letter,  entered  fully  into  the  affair,  and  taken  such  steps  as 
we  hope  will  cut  off  the  communication  with  the  enemy, 
bring  some  offenders  to  justice,  and,  perhaps,  return  you 
some  of  your  late  inhabitants.  Particularly  a  guard  had 
been  already  posted  by  order  of  Genl.  Mercer  upon  the 
whole  Shrewsbury  and  Middle  Town  shores,  who  have 
orders  to  seize  and  detain  all  the  craft  belonging  to  said 
shores,  and  to  apprehend  every  suspicious  person  who  may 
be  found  within  their  respective  districts. 

"  There  had  been  also  apprehended  a  number  of  the  in- 
I  habitants  of  Shrewsbury,  against  whom  proofs  of  disaffec- 
tion were  proffered,  some  of  whom  we  have  bound  in  heavy 
i  bonds,  and  another,  a  person  of  first  property  in  the  town,  is 
now  under  confinement,  and  we  expect  will  take  his  trial 
upon  the  treason  act  as  soon  as  our  new  Legislature  shall 
be  established.  Persons  by  order  of  your  Convention,  and 
under  appointment  of  this  committee,  have  inventoried  and 
appraised  a  number  of  estates  in  that  and  our  other  town- 
sliips,  which  lately  belonged  to  a  set  of  refugees,  who  find- 
ing the  country  too  hot  for  them  have  fled,  and  joined  the 
ministerial  army,  which  wicked  and  traitorous  step  some 
scores  of  our  inhabitants  have  taken,  though  they  were 
chiefly  persons  of  the  most  abandoned  characters  and  des- 
perate fortunes. 

"  We  have  cited  the  three  persons  mentioned  in  vour 
letter  to  have  been  at  Genl.  Howe's  camp,  and  altiiough 
they  went  by  Col.  Taylor's  permission,  who  granted  them 
a  flag,  yet,  as  they  had  not  been  qualified,  we  have  put 
tiiem  under  oath,  but  have  not  been  able  to  make  anv  very 
important  discoveries.  Not  chosing  to  trust  the  business  to 
the  town  committee  for  reasons  before  hinted,  we  had  also 
before  the  receipt  of  your  favour  constituted  a  sub-commit- 
tee from  our  own  body,  who  were  authorized  to  cite  every 
inhabitant  of  New-York,  then  within  the  township  of 
Shrevv-sbury,  to  appear  before  them,  and  show  cause  why 
they  should  not  be  immediately  removed  whence  they  came, 
agreeable  to  a  late  requisition  from  your  State,  and  an  ex- 
press ordinance  of  our  own  respecting  persons  deserting  the 
places  of  their  abode,  when  in  danger  of  being  attacked  ; 
who  have  cited  them  accordingly,  and  given  them  till  the 
24th  inst.  to  procure,  if  practicable,  from  New- York,  such 
certificates  as  may  satisfy  the  friends  of  freedom  here. 

"  A  number  of  armed  vessels  have  frequently  been  for 
days  together  at  anchor  and  hovering  near  the  coast,  and 
we  doubt  not,  have  had  frequent  interviews  with,  and  re- 
ceived some  supplies  from,  the  disaffected  in  this  county. 
But  they  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  effect  any  thing  to 
purpose,  and  as  our  guards  are  now  on  the  spot,  and  we 
have  given  peremptory  orders  that  all  the  stock  be  imme- 
diately driven  from  all  the  beaches  and  adjacent  meadows, 
we  flatter  ourselves  the  enemy  will  be  disappointed  in  any 
future  attempt  they  may  make  to  procure  provisiuns. 

"  Our  maritime  situation  at  the  same  time  that  it  has 
been  favourable  to  the  pernicious  designs  of  our  inveterate 
enemies,  has  subjected  the  committee  of  this  county  to  al- 
most innumerable  difficulties  from  the  berrinning  of  these 
troubles,  and  we  believe  we  may  justly  sav  we  have  spent 
more  time,  and  undergone  more  vexation  and  fatigue,  than 
any  other  committee  in  this  State,  as  on  every  extraordinary 
occasion,  our  members  were  to  be  convened  from  an  ex- 
tent of  70  or  80  miles. 

"However,  blessed  be  God,  we  hope  we  have  almost 
completed  a  victory  over  them,  and  we  liumhiy  confide  in 
his  Almighty  aid  for  a  universal  conquest  over  every  other 
enemy  to  American  freedom. 

"  We  heartily  thank  you  for  your  friendly  communica- 
tions, and  shall,  with  the  utmost  cheerfulness,  concur  with 
you  in  every  measure  for  the  public  safety. 
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**  And  now  that  the  same  AUwise  Director  and  Powerful 
Supporter  of  true,  civil  and  religious  liberiv,  may  bless  the 
Convention  of  the  State  of  New- York  wiili  unaiiimiiy,  vvis- 
dom  and  fortitude  in  the  arduous  task  assigned  ifiein,  and 
that  they  may  speedily  obtain  the  desirable  end  of  all  iheir 
patriotic  exertions,  is  in  sincerity  and  truth  the  most  ardent 
wish  of  their  friends,  brethren, 

"  And  humble  servls. 
"  The  Committee  of  Monmouth  county. 
"  Signed  by  order. 

"  JOHN  HOLMES,  Chairman. 
*'  To  the  Prest.  of  the  Convention 

of  the  State  of  New-York." 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee,  to  consist 
of  Col.  Broome  and  Colonel  Dcwitt. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  the  county  of  Cumberland 
was  received  and  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  that 
is  to  say  : 

"  Province  of  New- York,  ) 
Cumberland  County.  > 
*•  To  the  Honble.  Gentlemen  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Province 

"Upon  the  handbills,  from  you  sent  to  us  purportint;  the 
expediency  of  instituting  civil  government  according  lu  the 
exigencies  of  the  county,  the  major  part  of  whom  have 
agreed  thereto,  and  elected  their  Delegates,  and  empowered 
them  with  their  authority  to  agree  with  you  in  formuig  a 
mode  of  government  independent  of  the  Crown,  in  the  most 
mild,  just  and  equitable  manner  possible,  for  the  vegiilaiiiig 
their  internal  police,  and  the  preservation  of  the  riciiis  and 
liberties  and  property  of  the  people.    All  which,  subjected 
nevertheless  to  those  regulations,  conditions  and  rcstraiiils 
herewith  transmitted  you  by  the  hands  of  the  Dcleuntcs  of 
this  county,  to  all  which  they  are,  by  their  constituents  in  i 
the  premises,  limited  and  restrained  in  such  manner  thai  if  | 
they  break  over  and  violate  those  sacred  instructions  here-  ] 
with  sent  vou  in  behalf  of  us  and  our  constituents  in  mat-  i 
ters  of  such  infinite  importance  and  delicacy,  the  county  l 
committee  declare,  in  behalf  of  the  free,  patriotic  people  i 
thereof,  that  they  mean  to,  and  hereby  do,  resolve  to  re-  | 
serve  to  themselves  the  full  liberty  of  an  absolute  disavow-  j 
ance  thereof,  and  of  every  clause,  article  and  paragraph  of 
such  an  institution. 

"  Also,  it  is  hereby  acceded  to,  and  fully  meant  and  in- 
tended by  the  good  people  of  the  county,  that  ihcy,  not- 
withstanding this  compliance  with  the  requisition  ol  the 
said  handbills  above  mentioned,  so  directed  to  ns  for  the  i 
purposes  aforesaid,  have  fully  and  absolutely  reserved  to 
themselves  and  their  heirs,  &c.  the  full  liberty  of  pursuing 
their  former  petition  in  behalf  of  the  people,  included  and 
specified  therein  some  years  ago,  and  leterrcd  to  the  (ircat 
and  General  Assembly  of  the  ancient,  ever  respectable, 
and  most  patriotic  government  of  the  Massacluiseits  Bay 
Province,  that  the  whole  district  described  in  said  petition, 
may  be  hereafter  remitted  to  that  Province,  and  referring 
to  themselves  also  the  right  of  otfcring  iheir  plea>-,  arju- 
ments  and  proofs,  in  full  to  induce  a  revision  thereof,  to 
that  ancient  jurisdiction  for  those  important  reasons  to 
be  adduced  when,  where  and  before  whom  the  parties  con- 
cerned shall  be  admitted  to  offer  the  same ;  as  in  duty 
bound  shall  ever  pray. 

"The  whole  whereof  so  as  offered  to  you,  ever  respec- 
table gentlemen,  submitted  with  due  congratulation  of  all 
the  good  people  of  said  county. 

"  Per  order  of  the  county  commillee. 
"JAMES  CLAY, 

"  ClMirman  of  said  Commillee. 

"  Copy  compared  with  the  original  and  extracted  ihere- 
firom. 

"Attest,      "Elk.  Day, 

"  Clerk  of  said  Committee. 


"  West-Miniter,  June  2Ut,  A.  D.  1776. 
"  Protests  instantly  entered. 
"  Eikanah  Day, 
"  John  Bridgnon,  Esqr. 
"  John  Norton. 
(Fecit,)    "Elk.  Day, 

"  Clerk  to  said  Committee." 
Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee to  consist  of  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Hobari  and 
Mr.  Schenk. 

Die  Sabbati,  4  ho.  P.  M.  Augt.  2A.th,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Abm.  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  Prest. 

Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  II.  Harper,  .5  members  absent  on  business — Kevs 
York. 

Genl.  Morris,  Mr.  Haviland,  Mr.  Govr.  Morris— IKes/cAes/o'. 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgale,  Mr.  Bleecker — Jlbany. 
Mr.  S.  Townshend,  Mr.  J.  Townslicnd,  Mr.  Ben.  Sands— (^lieenj. 
Mr.  TredweU,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Hobart— Sujo/fc. 
Mr.  W.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkiik — Tryon. 
Mr.  Stevens,  Col.  Marsh — Cumberland. 
Mr.  Sackct,  Mr.  Schenk,  Mr.  R.  K.  Livingston — Dutches. 
Mr.  Oulwater,  iVIr.  Wisner — Orange. 
Mr.  Duer — Charlotte. 

Hugh  Doyle,  late  a  soldier  in  Capt.  Palmer's  company, 
in  one  of  the  regiments  of  this  Colony  attending,  was  ad- 
milted.  He  informed  the  Convention  that  he  iiad  lately 
been  taken  by  the  enemy,  on  Stalen  island,  and  detained 
a  prisoner  in  irons  25  days  ;  that  by  enlisting  in  the  ene- 
my's regiment  of  volunteers  he  had  a  dangerous  opportu- 
nity, and  made  his  escape  on  Wednesday  last.  He  eave 
such  information  as  he  had  to  communicate. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esqr.  as  Trea- 
surer to  this  Convention  advance  to  Hugh  Doyle,  b  dollars 
to  support  liim  in  his  return  to  his  family  at  New  Haven. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  B.  Livingston, 
Esqr.  as  Treasurer  of  this  Convention  advance  to  Col. 
Isaac  Nicoll,  £.'72,  to  enable  him  to  pay  the  one  moiety  of 
the  bounty  due  to  18  privates  of  liis  regiment,  and  muster 
the  said  men.  Col.  Nicoll  to  be  accountable  to  this  Con- 
vention for  the  disposition  of  that  money.  And 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-Genl.  Clinton  be,  and  is  here- 
by, requested  to  give  out  in  orders  that  the  colonels  of  the 
regiments  in  his  brigade,  who  have  not  returned  the  mus- 
ter rolls  of  their  regiments  to  this  Convention,  do  return 
the  same  immediately,  in  order  that  they  may  be  mustered 
by  a  Continental  muster-master,  and  receive  the  other 
moiety  of  their  bounty  money. 

Capt.  Benson  having  attempted,  by  order  of  the  com- 
mittee for  obstructing  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river 
to  purcliase  sails  and  rigging  for  two  armed  sloops,  which 
can  not  be  purchased. 

Resolved,  That  the  commillee  for  sloj)ping  the  channel 
in  the  Esist  river  be  requested  to  furnish  Lapt.  Hcnrv  Ben- 
j  son,  on  account  of  this  State,  with  such  rigging  and  other 
articles  as  he  may  want,  and  which  are  now  in  iheir  pos- 
j  session,  taken  from  the  vessels  by  them  employed  in  stop- 
!  ping  the  channel  aforesaid. 

A  request  of  Major  Hendrick  Van  De  Linde  Ver  Bryck 
to  Brigadier-Genl.  Clinton,  requesting  a  dismission  from 
the  present  service  on  account  of  his  ill  stale  of  health,  was 
read  and  filed.  Genl.  Clinton's  letter  to  Major  Van  Bryck, 
submitting  his  application  to  this  Convention,  was  also 
read  and  tiled. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  consent  to  the  dismis- 
sion of  Major  Ver  Bruyck  from  the  present  service,  on  ac- 
count of  his  ill  slate  of  lieallh,  agreeable  to  his  request. 

Burnet  Miller,  Esqr.  came  into  the  Convention  and  took 
his  seat  as  a  Deputy  of  Suffolk  county. 

The  committee  consisting  of  the  Deputies  from  Suffolk 
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and  Queens  counties,  appointed  yesterday  evening  to  re- 
consider the  report  of  the  former  commiltee  on  tiie  letter 
of  Genl.  Livingston,  to  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washing- 
ton, brought  in  their  report ;  eiglit  paragraphs  thereof, 
with  the  recital,  being  read,  amended  and  agreed  to,  para- 
graph by  paragrapli,  is  in  the  words  following,  that  is  to  say : 

Whereas,  the  enemy's  troops  have  landed  on  the  west- 
ern shore  of  Nassau  island,  and  penetrated  mto  the  heart 
of  Kings  county,  and  this  Convention  have  received  intel- 
ligence that  they  are  in  extreme  want  of  provisions  and  re- 
freshments :  And  whereas  it  will  be  extremely  difficult, 
if  not  impracticable,  to  prevent  them  from  ravaging  and 
plundering  the  southern  part  of  the  said  island,  whereby 
their  present  necessities  may  be  greatly  relieved,  inasmuch 
therefore  as  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Convention  to  prefer  the 
general  cause  of  America  to  the  interest  and  convenience 
of  individuals  : 

1st.  Resolved,  That  all  the  horses,  horned  cattle  and 
sheep  belonging  to  the  south  of  the  ridge  of  hills  in  Queens 
county,  be  forthwith  removed  and  put  into  the  fields  at  the 
east  end  of  Hemstead  Plains,  there  lo  be  and  remain  un- 
der a  sufficient  number  of  keepers  at  the  discretion  of  Bri- 
gadier-Genl.  Woodhull,  until  he  shall  judge  it  necessary  to 
remove  them  farther  eastward,  and  when  he  shall  think  the 
same  necessary  that  he  do  direct  them  to  be  drove  into  such 
part  of  Suffolk  county  as  he  shall  think  proper :  Provided 
notwithstanding  that  nothing  in  this  resolve  shall  extend  to 
prevent  each  large  family  from  retaining  tour  milch  cows, 
each  middling  family  three,  and  each  small  family  two,  nor  \ 
each  farmer  from  retaining  one  pair  of  horses. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Queens  county  residing  to  the  south  of  the  ridge  i 
of  hills,  immediately  to  remove  all  their  grain,  now  in  the 
bams  and  barracks,  to  some  convenient  place  at  a  distance  I 
from  the  buildings,  that  the  same,  without  endangering  tlic  j 
buildings,  may  be  burnt  whenever  it  shall  be  impracticable  i 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  getting  possession  of  it. 

3d.  Resolved  unanimously,  That  whenever  Brigadier- 
Genl.  Woodhull,  or  the  commanding  officer  for  the  Ume 
being,  shall  judge  that  it  is  the  design  of  the  enemy  to  pos- 
sess themselves  of  such  grain,  he  do  send  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  men  to  burn  and  destroy  the  same  ;  and  that  the  ] 
said  General  or  commanding  officer  at  the  same  lime  cause 
all  the  horses  and  cows  which  were  left  with  the  diffe- 
fereni  families  to  be  driven  away  or  killed,  and  that  all  the 
mills  at  the  same  time  be  dismantled  by  taking  and  carry- 
ing away  the  upper  stone. 

4th.  Resolved  unanimously.  That  Brigadier-Genl.  Wood- 
hull,  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  take  post  on  the 
high  grounds  runnmg  through  Nassau  island,  as  near  tu  the 
enemy  as  he  may  think,  expedient,  for  the  purpose  of  op- 
posing their  incursions  ;  and  that  whenever  it  shall  appear 
probable  to  him  that  the  enemy  will  gain  possession  of 
those  heights  and  of  the  country  to  the  northward  and  east- 
ward of  the  same,  he  retreat,  removing  and  destroying  the 
stock  and  the  gram,  and  dismantling  the  mills  in  manner 
above  directed. 

5th.  Resolved  unanimously.  That  such  of  the  militia  of 
Genl.  Woodluiirs  brigade  as  are  or  shall  be  in  actual  ser- 
vice, shall  be  entitled  to  Continental  pay  and  rations,  agree- 
able to  their  respective  ranks. 

6lh.  Resolved  unaniinously,  That  Robert  Townshend 
be  a  commissary  to  supply  the  bricrade  with  provisions  till 
such  time  as  Genl.  Wasliington  shall  give  turiher  orders 
for  that  purpose,  and  that  Mr.  Wm.  Smith  and  Mr.  Saml. 
Townshend  be  a  committee  lo  wait  on  Genl.  Washington 
with  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  and  submit  the  expediency 
and  necessity  of  the  same  lo  his  consideration  and  advice. 

And  whereas  it  will  be  extremely  ditficult  if  not  im- 
practicable to  effect  the  good  pur[)oses  of  these  resolutions 
without  an  additional  force  to  the  militia  ordered  out  by  a 
resolve  of  this  morning  for  calling  out  a  part  of  Genl. 
WoodhuU's  brigade  : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  submit  to  His  Excel- 


lency's consideration  the  propriety  of  ordering  Col.  Smith's 
and  Colo.  Remsen's  regiments  of  militia  to  join  the  said 
brigade. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  do  request  Genl.  Wa- 
sliinglon's  opinion  relative  to  the  propriety  of  calling  forth 
further  detachments  of  the  militia  of  this  Slate  into  action, 
and  if  called  out,  to  what  place. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be 
immediately  transmitted  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in 
the  General  Congress. 

A  letter  from  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington  contra- 
dicting the  report  that  New-York  was  to  be  abandoned  and 
burnt,  was  received  and  read,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

"Head  Quarters,  New-York,  } 
"  Augt.  23d,  1770.  ^ 

"  Gentlemen — I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  22nd, 
acquainting  me  with  a  report  now  circulating,  '  that  if  the 
American  army  should  be  obliged  to  retreat  from  this  city, 
any  individual  may  set  it  on  fire.' 

"  I  can  assure  you,  gentlemen,  this  report  is  not  found- 
ed upon  the  least  authority  from  me  ;  on  the  other  hand,  I 
am  so  sensible  of  the  value  of  such  a  city,  and  the  conse- 
quences of  its  destruction  to  many  worthy  citizens  and 
their  families,  lliat  nothing  but  the  last  necessity,  and  that 
such  as  should  justify  me  to  the  whole  world,  would  in- 
duce me  to  give  orders  for  that  purpose. 

"  The  unwillingness  shewn  by  many  families  to  remove 
notwithstanding  your  and  my  recommendation,  may  per- 
haps have  led  some  persons  to  propagate  the  report,  with 
honest  and  innocent  intentions.  But  as  your  letters  first 
informed  me  of  it,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say  by  whom  or 
for  what  purpose  it  has  been  done.  As  my  views  with 
regard  to  the  removal  of  the  women  and  children,  have 
liappily  coincided  with  your  sentiments,  and  a  commiltee 
appointed  to  carry  them  into  execution,  I  submit  it  to  your 
judgment,  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  for  the  commit- 
tee lo  meet  immediately  in  this  city,  and  give  notice  of 
their  attendance  on  this  business.  There  are  many  who 
anxiously  wish  to  remove  but  have  not  the  means. 
"  I  am  with  much  respect  and  regard, 
"  Gentlemen,  your  mo.  obt.  and  very  hble.  servt. 

"  GO.  WASHINGTON. 

"  The  Honble.  the  Convention  of  the 

State  of  New-York." 


DIE  SOLIS,  8  HO.  A.  M. 

Augt.  25th,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

['rese^'T — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  Frest.  pro  tern. 

Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  K.  Harper,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Dunscorab,  Col. 
Loll,  Capt.  Denning,  Cupt.  llulgers,  (the  five  last  on  duly) — .Ve»- 
i'ork. 

Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Harper — Trijon. 

Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Ad?ate,  Mr.  Blcecker— jJZfcany. 

Dr.  Cutwater,  Mr.  Wisner — Vrange. 

Mr.  Duer — Charlotte.  .  , 

Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Hi>h3.n— Suffolk. 

Mr.  Contine— i7/i/er.  ' 

Mr.  J.  Townsend,  Mr.  Ben.  Sands— Queens. 

Mr.  Govt.  Morns,  Mr.  Haviland,  General  Morris — Westchester. 

Mr.  Schenk,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — Dutches. 

Col.  Marsh,  Mr.  Stevens— Cumberland. 

The  commiltee,  consisting  of  the  members  of  Queens 
and  Suffolk  counties,  brought  in  the  residue  of  the  report 
of  the  commiltee  on  the  letter  of  Biigadier-Gcnl  Living- 
ston, of  the  21st  inst.  to  Genl.  Washington,  which  was 
adjourned  over  last  evening  for  want  of  lime. 

The  Convention  took  the  same  into  consideration,  and 
the  following  paragraphs  thereof  being  read,  amended, 
agreed  to  and  resolved  on,  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Whereas  by  reason  of  the  cruel  and  unnatural  invasion 
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now  made  upon  this  State,  many  of  the  inhabitants  there- 
of may  be  compelled  to  abandon  their  peaceful  habitations 
and  be  exposed  to  all  the  miseries  ol'  icant.  and  the  hor- 
rors of  war  :  And  whereas  the  same  refiard  to  the  richts 
of  human  nature  which  leads  mankind  to  brave  everv  dan- 
ger and  endure  every  distress  in  the  great  cause  of  free- 
dom, teaches  them  to  behold  with  piiv,  and  [witlij  gene- 
rosity to  relieve  the  distresses  of  their  fellow  creatures, 
and  since  it  is  more  especially  the  duty  of  those  who  are 
called  on  to  superintend  the  general  welfare  of  the  State, 
to  lighten  as  far  as  possible  the  burthen  of  calamity  whicli 
oppresses  their  constituents  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  several  committees  throughout  this 
State  be  and  they  hereby  are  atuhorized  and  required  to 
quarter  upon  the  inhabitants  of  tlieir  respective  counties 
and  districts  all  such  unfortunate  persons  as  may,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  aforesaid  invasion,  be  driven  away  from 
their  places  of  abode,  paying  all  possible  regard  to  the 
conveniencies  of  such  inhabitants  ;  and  that  thev  do  assess 
moderate  prices  to  be  paid  to  such  inhabitants  for  the  per- 
sons so  quartered  on  them. 

Resolved  also,  That  such  persons  whose  circumstances 
will  admit,  do  maintain  themselves  and  their  families,  and 
that  this  Convention  will  provide  ways  and  means  to  de- 
fray the  expense  of  maintaining  the  indigent.  Provided 
always,  that  no  person  shall  be  deemed  entitled  to  the 
public  benevolence  for  more  than  ten  days,  unless  he  or 
she  shall  within  that  time  produce  a  certificate  of  indigence 
from  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  county  or  dis- 
trict where  he  or  she  formerly  resided.  And  also,  that  no 
persons  by  virtue  of  their  removal  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
construed  to  gain  a  residence  in  the  place  to  which  they 
shall  remove. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  committees  above  mentioned 
do  return  monthly  to  this  Convention  an  exact  account  of 
such  indigent  persons  as  shall  appear  to  be  entitled  to  the 
public  benevolence,  together  with  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons on  whom  they  are  quartered,  and  the  contracts  made 
for  their  maintenance,  in  order  that  this  Convention  or  a 
future  Legislature  may  make  immediate  provision  for  ful- 
filling such  agreements. 

Ordered,  That  tiie  Secretaries  prepare  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  to  be  immediately  despatched  to  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  Flushing. 


MONDAY  MORNING, 

Aiigt.  26th,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PnESENT — Abraliam  Yales,  Junr.  Esqr.  Prcst.  pro.  tern. 
Mr.  Bancker,  IVIr.  Harper,  Genl.  Seott,  Col.  Remsen,  Mr.  Beekman— 
New-Tork. 
Mr.  Contine,  Col.  Pauling — Ulster. 

Mr.  Sam.  Townsend,  Mr.  Jas.  Townsend,  Colo.  Blackwell— Qu<ens. 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Bleecker,  .Mr.  Ai?a.te—.ilbany. 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Landon,  Major  Schenk— Z>u(c/icj. 
Col.  Marsh,  Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  GelstoD,  Mr.  Dtaring,  Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  L'hommedieu — Suffolk. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Newkirk— Trj/on. 

Mr.  Morris,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  IlavUaad,  Gonl.  Morris— H'effcAes- 
ter. 

Dr.  Cutwater,  Mr.  Wisner— Orange. 
Mr.  Duer — Charlotte. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Wm.  Smith  and  Mr. 
Jas.  Townsend  be  a  committee  to  draw  up  and  report  in- 
structions for  Brigadier-Genl.  WoodhuU,  and  that  tiiey  re- 
port with  all  convenient  speed. 

Mr.  Govr.  Morris  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read,  amend- 
ed and  unanimously  agreed  to,  is  in  the  words  following, 
that  is  to  say  : 
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Whereas  divers  persons  who  had  been  represented  to 
this  Convention  as  notoriously  disailected  to  the  American 
cause,  and  whose  going  at  large  ought  to  be  restrained, 
have,  by  order  of  this  Convention,  been  arrested  and  now 
remain  confined  in  the  jails  of  some  of  the  couiilics  in  this 
State  :  And  whereas  justice  and  the  public  salcty  de- 
mand that  the  degrees  of  restraint  should  be  propuriiun.ae 
to  the  danger  arising  from  the  disafToclion,  evil  disposiuons 
and  inllucncc  of  the  said  prisoners  : 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  general  comnniiccs  of 
the  counties  in  which  they  are  so  confined,  being  possessed 
of  more  knowledge  of  the  characters  and  principles  uf  each 
of  the  said  prisoners  than  this  Convention  can  readily  ac- 
quire, be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  so  to 
dispose  of  the  said  prisoners  as  that  no  undue  and  uiuieccs- 
sarv  severity  be  shown  them  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
safety  of  the  public  against  their  machinations  provided 
for  on  the  other.  Provided  always  that  the  said  commit- 
tee shall  not  have  power  to  liberate  any  person  or  per- 
sons who  already  have  been  or  hereafter  may  be  contined 
in  jail  for  treasonable  practices  against  the  State. 

Orderd,  That  copies  thereof  be  sent  to  the  county  com- 
mittees and  published  in  all  the  newspapers. 

On  the  application  of  Sainl.  Mabbit  of  Dutches  county, 
who  assures  that  he  is  about  to  erect  a  flaxseed  mill  in 
that  county. 

Resolved,  Tliat  an  exemption  from  military  duty  be 
granted  to  six  persons  who  shall  be  employed  in  erecting 
a  flaxseed  mill  and  carrying  on  the  business  of  said  miil 
when  the  same  shall  be  so  erected.  Provided  that  the 
names  of  such  persons  be  registered  with  the  brigadier- 
general  of  the  county  of  Dutches,  and  that  he  be  furnish- 
ed with  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

On  reading  the  petition  of  Charles  Shaw,  the  Conven- 
tion came  to  the  following  determination  ; 

Whereas  Charles  Shaw  hath  by  his  memorial  present- 
ed to  this  Convention,  averring  his  attachment  to  the  Ame- 
rican cause,  shewn  sufficient  cause  why  he  ought  not  to 
bo  compelled  to  actual  service  in  the  militia  ;  upon  consi- 
deration of  the  said  memorial, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Chas.  Shaw  be  exempted 
from  such  service. 

General  Morris  suggested  sundry  reasons  to  die  Con- 
vention for  his  attendance  at  Philadelphia. 

Ordered,  That  General  Morris  attend  at  Congress  at 
Philadelphia  and  return  with  all  possible  despatch. 

The  Convention  were  informed  that  tiie  committee  who 
were  appointed  for  that  purpose  cannot  proceed  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  poor  from  the  city  of  New- York  without  a 
supply  of  cash. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
James  Beekman,  Esqr.  one  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  remove  the  indigent  women  and  chil- 
dren and  infirm  persons  out  of  the  city  of  New- York,  the 
sum  of  £1,000,  to  enable  the  said  committee  to  complete 
the  business  for  which  they  were  appointed. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  Woodhull,  dated  at  Jamaica,  25th 
Aufft.  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  drawing 
instructions  for  Genl.  Woodhull. 

Tiie  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  Genl.  Washington 
with  the  resolutions  for  calling  out  the  Western  Sullblk. 
regiment  and  Queens  county  militia  to  prevent  the  stock 
falling  in  the  enemy's  hands,  do  report : 

"  That  according  to  order  tliey  waited  on  his  Excellency 
and  conferred  with  him  on  the  subjects  above  mentioned, 
and  that  he  seemed  well  pleased,  but  said  he  was  afraid  it 
was  too  late. 

"  Your  committee  told  him  the  Convention  had  sent  an 
express  to  Genl.  Woodhull  on  Saturday  morning,  to  em- 
body the  western  regiment  of  Suffolk,  and  all  the  remain- 
ing part  of  the  militia  of  tiueens,  and  march  to  the  high 
grounds  on  the  western  part  of  said  counties,  but  as  the 
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•J  Convention  was  apprehensive  that  Genl.  Woodhuli 
•ould  not  liave  a  sufficient  force  to  drive  off  the  slock  and 

^1  i)ie  ravaging  parlies  of  ihe  enemy,  thought  it  most 
conducive  to  the  public  welfare  that  the  regiments  above 
mentioned  should  be  applied  for,  ihat  he  might  thereby  be 
enabled  more  effectually  to  carry  the  resolves  of  the  Con- 
tention into  execution.  Upon  which,  (<en\.  Washington 
appeared  well  satisfied  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
Tcntion,  and  said  that  he  should  at  all  times,  when  he  had 
it  in  his  power,  be  ready  to  give  them  any  assistance  con- 
fistent  with  the  public  good,  and  that  he  would  immediately 
give  orders  that  Col.  bmiili'sand  Remsen's  regiments  should 
marcii  into  Queens  county  to  join  Genl.  Woodhuli ;  and  as 
to  calling  out  any  more  of  the  militia,  he  asked  what  time 
wc  thought  it  would  take  to  have  the  militia  of  Westches- 
ter county  embodied  ?  We  told  him  we  thought  at  least  4 
or  5  days' ;  upon  which  he  made  no  reply. 

"  Your  committee  do  further  report,  it  was  the  General's 
opinion  that  our  commissary  should  continue  to  supply  the 
troops  under  Brigadier-Genl.  W'oodhull,  and  that  he  con- 
sult with  the  Commissary-General,  thai  they  might  not  in- 
terfere with  one  another  in  purchasing  provisions. 

"SAML.  TOWNSEND, 
"WILLIAM  S.MITH." 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Curtenius  be  and  he  hereby  is  re- 
quested to  contract  with  proper  persons  for  making  2,000 

E ouches  with  belts,  without  delay,  and  at  the  cheapest  rate 
c  can  procure  the  same,  and  that  he  send  500  of  them  as 
•oon  as  finished  to  Genl.  Clinton's  encampment,  lor  the  use 
of  his  brigade. 

A  letter  from  Gilbt.  Livingston  and  Christopher  Tappcn, 
commissioners  for  building  vessels  at  Ponglikeepsie,  wish- 
ing to  be  permitted  to  take  their  seats  in  Convention  be- 
fore the  committee  report  a  form  of  government,  and  sug- 
gest, as  their  opinion,  that  it  would  be  well  to  secure  a 
State  to  govern,  before  they  discussed  a  form  to  govern  it 
by,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  and 
Mr.  L'hommedieu. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  L'hommedieu  be  added  to  the  com- 
mittee to  draw  instructions  to  General  Woodhuli. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Joseph  Treat  continue  his 
services  as  chaplain  to  Col.  Lasher's  and  Col.  Malcom's 
battalions  in  Bngadier-Genl.  Scoit's  brigade,  and  that  the 
Rev.  .Mr.  John  Eliot  be  chaplain  to  Col.  Saml.  Drake's 
and  Col.  Humphrey's  regiments  ;  Mr.  Treat's  pay  to  com- 
mence from  the  time  of  calling  llie  said  brigade  into  ser- 
vice, and  .Mr.  Eliot's  pay  from  the  7ih  inst. 

Ordered,  That  (lenl.  Scott  be  and  he  is  hereby  autho- 
rized to  receive  out  of  the  store  of  this  State,  such  cots 
and  half  cni<  now  :n  store,  as  he  may  find  necessary  for 
llie  use  of  the  suraeon  for  dressing  the  wounded  of  his 
brigade,  or  as  he  may  find  otherwise  necessary  for  the  use 
of  the  sick,  Genl.  Scotl  givinsj  a  receipt  for  the  same  :  and 
that  Genl.  Srott  m.ike  such  disposition  of  those  cots  in  his 
brigade  as  he  may  think  proper. 

Ordered,  That  oO  blank  commissions  be  sent  to  the 
committee  of  the  rounty  of  .Vlbany. 

Ordered,  That  .Mr.  Aduntc,  .Mr.'Rleecker  and  Mr.  Ducr, 
be  a  committee  to  nominate  a  suitable  character  for  inajor 
of  a  regiment  of  the  militia  in  the  county  of  Albany. 

Ordered,  That  the  nomination  of  the  officers  for  the 
Albany  Rangers,  be  commuted  to  the  same  committee. 

It  was  moved  tiiai  300  stand  of  arms  be  forwarded  for 
the  use  of  the  miliiia  of  Glocester  ;  being  considered,  it 
was  referred  to  Mr.  Diier,  Mr.  Ilobart  and  the  others  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  hear  their  government  applica- 
tion. 

A  letter  from  John  Sleght,  chairman  of  Kingston,  was 
received  and  read,  staling  that  the  wor/i'-n  surround  the  com- 
mittee chamber,  and  sav  if  they  cannot  have  tea,  their  hus- 
bands and  sons  shall  fight  no  more,  was  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  members  attending  from  Ulster  county. 

Wheheas  the  Convention  have  reason  to  suspect  that  a 
correspondence  is  carried  on  betwixt  the  enemy's  army  now 


on  Nassau  island  and  the  family  of  Colo.  Josiah  Martin  at 
Rockaway  on  said  island  :  A.nd  whereas  it  is  the  duty  of 
this  Convention  diligently  to  watch  over  and  su[iprcss  every 
intercourse  which  may  endanger  the  public  good  or  safety: 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-Genl.  Woodhuli  be  and  he  is 
hereby  requested  and  authorized  to  cause  the  house  of  the 
said  Colo.  Josiah  Martin  immediately  to  be  searched  for 
papers  by  a  discreet  and  spirited  otTicer,  wlio  shall  eni^agc 
upon  his  word  of  honor  to  Genl.  Woodhuli,  luii  u<  '  '  * 
any  matters  which  may  be  contained  in  letters  of  a  tTivatc 
nature,  and  to  transmit  to  the  Convention  of  tins  fciaie 
every  paper  which  may  concern  the  public  weal. 

And  where.\s  Dr.  Saml.  Martin,  son  to  the  said  Col. 
jWartin,  is  at  present  a  prisoner  upon  his  parol  at  Rocka- 
way on  Nassau  island  :  And  whereas,  on  account  of  the 
vicinity  of  the  enemy's  army,  in  which  the  said  Dr.  Mar- 
tin has  frequent  and  intimate  connection,  it  would  be  incon- 
sistent with  good  policy  to  suffer  the  said  Saml.  Manin  to 
remain  any  longer  upon  his  parol  at  said  place  :  There- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Brigadier-Genl.  Woodhuli  be 
and  he  is  hereby  requested  and  authorized  to  cause  the  said 
Dr.  Saml.  Martin  immediately  to  be  apprehended  and  con- 
veyed to  this  Convention,  in  order  that  he  may  be  sent  to 
reside  in  some  more  secure  and  distant  place. 

W'here.^s  considerable  expenses  have  accrued  to  this 
State  in  suppressing  the  designs  of  evil  minded  and  disaf- 
fected persons  against  the  the  liberties  of  America  :  And 
WHEREAS  the  public  economy  requires  that  such  expenses 
should  be  restrained  in  the  most  exact  manner,  in  order  that 
such  means  may  be  devised  for  reimbursing  the  same  as 
justice  and  sound  policy  may  hereafter  dictate  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Convention  do  keep 
a  distinct  and  accurate  account  of  all  sums  of  money  which 
already  have  been  and  may  hercatier  be  disbursed  by  or- 
der of  the  Convention  for  the  purpose  of  apprehending, 
securing  and  subsisting  disaffected  persons,  and  of  quelling 
insurrections  within  this  State. 

A  diaft  of  a  letter  to  Genl.  Woodhuli  in  answer  to  his 
received  yesterday,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  vizt : 

"  August  2<ith,  me. 
"  Sir — Yours  of  yesterday  is  just  come  to  hand  in  an- 
swer to  which  we  would  inform  you  that  Robert  Townsend, 
the  son  of  Saml.  Townsend,  Esqr.  is  appointed  commis- 
sary for  the  troops  under  your  command,  of  which  we  beg 
you  would  give  him  the  earliest  notice,  and  that  we  have 
made  application  to  Genl.  \\'ashingion  for  the  regiments 
under  the  command  of  Cols.  Smith  and  Remsen  to  join 
you;  he  assured  oiir  committee  that  he  would  issue  out 
orders  immediately  for  that  purpose,  and  we  expect  that 
they  are  upon  the  spot  by  this  time.  You  have,  enclosed, 
some  resolutions  and  orders  for  your  more  particular  direc- 
tion. 

"  Confiding  in  your  known  prudence  and  zeal  in  the 
common  cause,  and  wishing  you  the  protection  and  bless- 
ing of  Heaven, 

"  We  are,  with  respect, 

"  Your  very  hble.  servants. 

"  Brigadier-Genl.  Woodhull. 

" 5.  Genl.  Washington  desires  that  Mr.  Townsend 
may  consult  with  the  Commissary-(ieneral,  that  they  may 
not  interfere  in  their  purchases." 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  instructions  to  Genl. 
Woodhuli  I  broiigiit  in  their  report,]  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  are  in  the  words  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

"  You  are  hereby  ordered  wilh  the  troops  under  your 
command  to  lake  post  on  the  heights  near  the  western' boun- 
daries of  Queens  county,  or  in  such  other  place  or  places 
in  the  counties  of  Queens,  Kings  or  .Suffolk,  as  you  shall 
think  most  convenient  for  preventing  the  incursions  and 
depredations  of  the  enemy;  and  you  are  hereby  empow- 
ered and  directed  to  order  out  llie  whole  or  any  further  part 
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of  the  militia  and  other  inhabitants  of  said  counties  when 
and  where  you  shall  think  them  necessary  to  protect  the 
inhabitants  removing,  or  destroy  the  stock  and  other  pro- 
visions, and  for  the  other  purposes  mentioned  in  the  re- 
solutions herewith  sent  you  ;  you  are  also  to  do  all  in  your 
power  to  prevent  all  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  by  secur- 
ing and  sending  to  this  Convention  all  such  persons  as  shall 


be  any  way  aiding  or  assisting  them,  or  opposing  any  mea- 
sures which  have  been  or  shall  hereafter  be  directed  bv 
this  Convention,  and  to  search  the  houses  of  such  per- 
sons for  papers  as  you  shall  suspect  to  have  \nd  intclh- 
gence  from  the  enemy  ;  and  you  are  also  at  liberty  to  mount 
on  horseback  any  number  of  the  militia  that  you  may  ihink 
necessary." 
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COMMITTEE   OF  SAFETY. 


TUESDAY  MORNING, 

August  27th,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  met. 

Present — Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Jas.  Townsend, 

Mr.  HoBART,  Mr.  Duer  and 

Mr.  Wm.  S.mith,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston. 

Mr.  Deabing, 

Mr.  Hobart  was  unanimously  chosen  Chairman. 

Present — Colo.  Dewitt,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Stevens.  Mr.  Wra.  Harper, 
Major  Parks,  Colo.  IVrarsh,  Sir.  Wisaer.  Junr.  Sir.  Bleecker,  Mt.  Yates 
who  went  to  church,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Lockwood,  and  Col.  Van  Cortlandt. 

A  letter  from  General  Woodhull  was  received  and  read, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Jamaica,  jlugust  Tlth,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen — I  am  now  at  Jamaica  with  less  than  100 
men,  having  brought  all  the  calt'.e  from  the  westward  and 
southward  of  the  hills,  and  have  sent  them  otf  with  the  i 
troops  of  horse,  with  orders  to  take  all  the  rest  eastward  of  | 
this  place  to  the  eastward  of  Hemstead  plains,  and  to  put  \ 
them  into  the  fields  and  set  a  guard  over  ilicm.    Tlie  ene-  j 
my,  I  am  informed,  are  ititrencliing  from  the  heights  near  ] 
Howard's,  southward.    I  have  now  received  yours  with  i 
several  resolutions  which  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  put  ! 
in  execution ;  but  unless  Cols.  Smitii  and  Rcinson,  men-  j 
tioned  in  yours,  join  me  with  their  regiments,  or  some  other  j 
assistance  immediately,  I  shall  not  be  able,  ior  the  people  1 
are  all  moving  east,  and  I  cannot  get  any  assistance  from  j 
them.    I  shall  continue  here  as  long  as  I  can,  in  iiopcs  of  j 
a  reinforcement,  but  if  none  comes  soon  I  shall  retreat,  and  | 
drive  the  stock  before  me  into  the  woods.    Cols,  ymitli  | 
and  Remsen  I  think  cannot  join  me.    Unless  yoti  can  send 
me  some  other  assistance,  I  fear  I  shall  soon  be  obliged  to 
quit  ibis  place.    I  hope  soon  to  hear  from  you. 

"I  am,  eentn.  your  mo.  obt.  hblc.  servant, 

"NATHL.  WOODHULL. 

"The  Honble.  the  Convention  of  the 

State  o(  Xew-York." 

Major  Lockwood  informed  the  Committee  that  the  ene- 
my's ships  are  at  White  Stone.  Thereupon, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hobart  and  Mr.  R. 
R.  Livingston,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  His  Excollenry 
General  Washington,  and  confer  with  him  relative  to  the 
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state  of  Nassau  island,  and  what  measures  may  be  neces- 
sary for  distressing  the  enemy  thereon,  or  defending  or  re- 
moving the  inhabitants,  and  tliat  they  report  the  result  of 
their  deliberations  thereon  to  this  Committee,  or  the  Con- 
vention of  this  State. 

A  letter  from  Capt.  Denning  was  read,  dated  this  day. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Rutgers  be  requested  immediaiely 
to  proceed  to  the  city  of  iSew-York,  and  alToid  all  possible 
aid,  attention,  direction  and  assistance  in  stopping,  or  im- 
peding the  navigation  of  the  East  river,  and  that  he  employ 
all  such  persons  as  he  shall  diink  proper,  to  give  him  aid. 

Mr.  Dearing  was  chosen  Chairman  unanimously  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Hobart. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  resolution  and  letter  of 
yesterday  to  Colo.  Woodhull,  be  made,  and  sent  by  the  e.x- 
press  going  to  Long  island. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Duer, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  Colo.  Drake,  or  the  next 
commanding  officer  of  the  Westchester  militia,  do  imme- 
diately call  out  as  many  of  the  militia  with  five  days'  pro- 
visions, as  he  shall  tliink  sufficient  to  watch  the  motions  of 
the  enemy's  ships  now  in  the  Sound,  and  to  prevent  ail  com- 
munication with  the  disaffected  inhabitants  in  said  county, 
and  iliat  lie  send  notice  from  time  to  time  to  the  Conven- 
tion, of  ever\'  remarkable  occurrence,  and  for  that  purpose 
tliat  lie  is  hereby  empowered  to  press  horses  when  he  shall 
think  it  necessary. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  enclose  a  copy  thereof  in 
a  let'.er  to  Colo.  Drake. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newkirk  take  that  letter  and  show 
it  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Horn's  Hook. 

The  application  of  Mr.  Jonn.  Piatt  for  some  commissions 
for  officers  in  Colo.  Thomas's  regiment,  was  read. 

An  express  arrived  from  New-London  and  communica- 
ted a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Erastus  Wolcott  to  the  com- 
mittee of  Say  Brook,  and  is  in  the  words  following  : 

"New-London,  August  2-tM,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen — Yesterday  in  the  morning,  appeared  at 
the  east  end  of  Fisher's  island,  two  of  the  enemy's  armed 
frigates  and  a  brig,  and  this  morning  they  passed  by  this 
harbour,  standing  to  the  westward.  I  thought  it  best  to 
give  you  this  intelligence  by  express,  that  you  may  keep 
a  good  look  out,  and  take  what  measures  your  prudence 
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■will  suggest,  and  must  leave  it  to  you  whether  or  not  to 
forward  this  from  town  to  town  by  express,  (if  no  direct 
opportunity  offers  ;)  this  may  much  depend  on  what  is  al- 
icady  known  of  their  being  in  the  Sound,  and  by  observmg 
their  motions. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen, 

"  With  esteem  and  regard, 
"  Your  obt.  humble  servt. 
"  ERASTUS  WOLCOTT. 

"  To  the  Committee  of  Say  Brook." 

Mr.  L'hommedieu  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  His 
Eiccllency  Gcnl.  Washington  be  acquainted  that  the  com- 
miltce  of  Souihold  at  the  east  end  of  Nassau  island,  have 
niounicd  four  cannon  as  field  pieces,  vizt :  3  6-pounders, 
and  1  3-pounder,  to  prevent  depredations  of  the  enemy 
alone  ilie  Sound,  and  to  enable  the  inhabitants  to  make  a 
stand  at  certain  passes,  and  that  His  Excellency  be  re- 
quested to  send  a  sufficiency  of  powder,  ball  and  cartridge 
paper  for  the  said  cannon,  to  the  care  of  Col.  Livingston, 
ami  that  Col.  Tcircy  be  directed  to  exempt  such  number  of 
nicn  from  the  common  militia  duty,  as  will  be  sufficient  to 
iinnsgc  said  cannon;  they  keeping  a  number  of  horses 
leady  to  remove  the  said  cannon  to  such  places  as  shall  be 
ncccssar)-.    The  said  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Schcnk,  Col. 
Broome,  and  Col.  Remsen  and  Mr.  Duer,  be  added  to  the 
committee  of  this  morning,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter 
from  Kingston,  received  and  read  this  morning. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Bearing,  Mr.  L'hom- 
medieu, .Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Van  Wyck  and 
Jfr.  Samuel  Townsend,  be  a  committee  to  report  ways  and 
means  for  the  sale  of  fat  cattle  on  Nassau  and  Shelter 
islands. 

A  letter  from  Capt.  Cregier,  about  his  privateer,  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  Erastus  Wol- 
cot,  dated  New-London,  Augt.  24th,  1776,  be  immediately 
transmitted  by  express  to  Brigadier-Genl.  Woodhull,  and 
that  he  be  requested  to  cause  all  the  stock  on  the  scacoast 
cf  Long  island,  which  are  most  exposed  to  the  enemy's 
dcprrdalions,  to  be  drove  with  all  possible  despatch  so  far 
into  tlie  interior  part  of  the  country  as  to  be  out  of  danger 
from  the  cncmv. 

.Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr. 
Hobart,  James  Townsend,  Jlr.  Bearing  and  Mr.  Tredwell, 
or  any  five  of  them,  be  a  Committee  of  Safely  until  the 
ncit  adjouriunent,  or  until  there  shall  be  members  suffi- 
cient to  form  a  Convention,  and  that  all  members  who  at- 
tend be  members  and  have  votes. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  report  a 
form  of  government,  postpone  their  report  until  Wednes- 
day next. 

TvESDAV  Afternoon,  Augt.  27th,  1776. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met. 

Present — Mr.  Dcarine,  Chairivan. 

Mr.  .Smith,  .Mr.  Duer,  .Mnjor  Parks.  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Yates, 
Banckor,  Mr.  .\cleatc.  Col.  llolTman.  Major  Lnckwood,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr. 
L'hommeJien,  Sir.  Trcilwell,  Mr.  Gelslon,  Mr.  Rob.  Harper,  Mr.  Miller. 

Mr.  Abraham  Van  Ranis,  of  Brunswick,  from  whence 
he  has  just  arrived  in  a  bont  wiih  his  family  says,  that  he 
understood  that  last  niglii  1,.500  men  surrounded  tlie  house 
of  Mr.  Duryee,  (who  lives  about  one  mile  to  the  south- 
ward of  his  house,)  that  they  look  awnv  his  arms,  horses 
and  wagon  ;  that  two  companies  of  the  miliiiain  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Bedford  were  disarmed,  and  perhaps  taken 
prisoners. 

Mr.  Berrien,  chairman  of  the  New-York  committee,  and 
Mr,  Campbell,  applied  for  more  money  to  enable  them  to 
remove  the  women,  &c.  and  also  for  money  to  be  sent  to 


the  places  where  they  are  sent  to,  to  wit :  New  Windsor 
Mamaroneck,  New  Rochel,  Rye. 

It  being  suggested  that  it  will  be  proper  to  have  a  niiard 
over  the  records  this  night,  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Sampson  Byrkman  be  reciucsted 
to  attend  this  Committee  immcdiaiclv. 

Resolved,  That  the  records  and  papers  belon'.'iiiir  italic 
Convention  of  this  State,  as  also  the  chest  belunjin^  tu  the 
Receiver-General's  office,  be  immediately  convcvcd  to 
Genl.  Chnton's  encampment,  at  or  near  Kini'"s  Bridi-e 
And  =.         b  • 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Secretaries  do  see  them  safe- 
ly conveyed  to  the  said  encampment,  and  remain  wuh 
them  till  further  orders. 

Ordered,  That  .Mr.  Isaac  Willet  be,  and  hereby  is,  au- 
thorized and  em.powered  to  procure  or  impress  as  ukhiv 
boats  he  possibly  can,  and  proceed  witli  them  up  the 
Sound  to  Genl.  Clinton,  and  put  them  under  his  direction, 
and  this  Committee  does  hereby  engage  that  the  Conven- 
tion of  this  Stale  will  bear  and  defray  any  expense  or  da- 
mage that  may  accrue  thereby. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Hoffinan  and  Mr.  L'hommedieu 
call  on  Capt.  Shaw,  and  request  him  to  spare  as  niaiiv 
men  as  he  can  to  assist  in  taking  the  boats  up  to  General 
Clinton. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Benson  procure  a  guard  of  twenty 
men  of  his  company  to  guard  the  store,  and  to  watch  if 
any  of  the  enemy's  boats  should  attempt  to  land  at  Har- 
lem, and  that  he  post  a  proper  guard  at  the  house  of  .Mr. 
Bogart  wherein  the  records  of  the  Convention  of  the  said 
State  are  kept. 

Whereas  the  Committee  of  Safety  have  reason  to  sus- 
pect that  Niclis.  Covenhoven,  Esqr.  has  given  intelligence 
to  the  enemy  of  the  resolutions  of  this  Convention, 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  Benson  be,  and  he  is  hereljv,  au- 
thorized immediately  to  apprehend  the  said  Nichs.  Coven- 
hoven, and  liim  sately  to  convey  to  the  Convention  of  this 
State,  in  order  that  iic  may  be  examined  on  such  matters 
as  to  them  shall  appear  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  Col.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  requested  and  authorized  to  examine  all  papers 
in  the  custody  of  Nichs.  Covenhoven,  Esqr.  and  to  trans- 
mit to  the  Convention  of  this  State,  all  such  papers  as  may 
in  any  wise  concern  the  public  weal. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  Woodhull  was  received  and  read, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  WESTWARn  OF  (iuEEN"S  CoCNTY,  ? 

"  Auel.2'th,niti.  5 

"  Gentlemen — Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter, 
from  Colo.  Potter,  who  left  me  yesterday  at  1 1  o'clock, 
after  bringing  about  100  men  to  me  at  Jamaica.  Major 
Smith  has,  I  expect,  all  the  rest  that  was  to  come  from 
Suffolk  county.  There  has  about  40  of  the  miliiia  joined 
me  from  the  regiments  in  Queens  county,  and  about  50  of 
the  troop  belonging  to  Kings  and  Queens'couiities,  which  is 
near  all  I  expect.  1  have  got  all  the  cattle  southward  of  the 
hills  in  Kings  county,  drove  to  the  eastward  of  the  cross 
road,  between  the  two  counties  ;  and  have  placed  guards 
and  sentries  from  the  north  road  to  the  south  side  of  the 
island  in  order  to  prevent  llie  callle  going  back,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  communication  of  the  lories  with  the  enemv. 

"  I  am  within  about  six  miles  of  the  enemy's  ramp  ; 
their  light  horse  has  been  within  about  two  miles,  and  un- 
less I  have  more  men  our  stay  here  will  answer  no  pur- 
pose. We  shall  soon  want  to  be  supplied  with  provisions, 
if  we  tarry  here. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  mo.  obt.  hble.  servant, 

"  NATHL.  WOODHULL. 

"The  Honble.  the  Convention 

of  New-York,  at  Harlem." 
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WEDNESDAY  IVIORNING, 

Augt.  2Sth,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  £sqr.  Prest. 

Mr.  Bancker,  !Major  Abeel,  Mr.  Hakper,  Mr.  Jay,  Col.  Brasher, 
Mr.  Beekman — New-York. 

Col.  Drake,  Mr.  Mills,  Major  LocK'n-ooD,  Col.  Van  Cortlaxdt, 
Mr.  Morris — Westchater. 

Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Adg.ate — Albany. 

Dr.  Octwater,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Little — Orange. 

Mr.  Van  Wyck,  Mr.  Sam.  Townse.nd,  Mr.  Jas.  Townsend,  Jlajor 
Lawrence — (queens. 

Mr.  Hodart,  Mr.  Tredwell,  fllr.  Miller,  Mr.  L'ho.mjiedieu,  Mr. 
Smith,  Mr.  Dearing,  Mr.  Gelston — SujJ'ollc. 

Col.  Marsh,  Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  SEssio.vs-^C«;n6cWan(/. 

Mr.  Landon — Dutches. 

Col.  Dewit,  Mr.  Wisner,  Junr.  Major  Parks — Ulster. 
Mr.  MooHE,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Veder — Tryon. 
Mr.  DiTER — Charlotte. 

The  Convention  were  informed  that  Jlr.  Z.  Jlills  stands 
in  need  of  a  further  supply  of  cash  to  enable  him  to  re- 
move the  military  stores  of  this  State,  agreeable  to  a  late 
order  of  this  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Convention  ad- 
vance to  Zebediah  Milfs,  Esqr.  the  further  sum  of  .sIO  to 
enable  him  to  complete  the  order  of  this  Convciuiou  for 
removing  the  military  stores  belonging  to  tliis  Convention 
from  the  city  of  New- York  to  Westchester  county,  and 
take  his  receipt  to  be  accountable  for  the  same. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Conimiitce  of  SaiVty  on  yes- 
terday were  read  to  the  Convention,  approved  of  and  con- 
firmed. 

Mr.  Robert  Harper,  returned  from  Flushin:^  and  pro- 
duced a  receipt  from  John  Talnian,  Esnr.  chairman  of 
Flushing,  for  £200,  for  supporting  the  poor  and  indigent 
persons  sent  thither  from  tlie  city  of  New- York. 

Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Genl.  WoodhuU's  letter,  received  yesterday  afternoon  by 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  was  agaui  read  and  taken  into 
consideration. 

Major  Lawrence  gave  the  following  intelligence  :  that 
Doctor  Riker  told  him  that  a  number  of  scattering  troops 


had  posted  themselves  on  the  ridge  of  hills  between  New 
Town  and  Jamaica ;  that  they  had  been  in  many  of  the 
houses  ;  had  taken  victuals  and  drink,  but  had  not  plun- 
dered, as  he  understood. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Lawrence  wait  on  Genl.  Wasii- 
ington  with  a  copy  of  Genl.  WoodhuU's  letter,  and  nifonn 
him  that  Colos.  Smith  and  Remsen's  regiments  may  be 
sent  to  join  Genl.  WoodhuU  by  the  way  of  Flushing,  and 
by  what  means. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Genl.  Washington,  to  be  sent  by 
Major  Lawrence,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

"  Wednesday  Morning:,  Augt.  '2i<lh,  1776. 

"  Sir — I  am  commanded  by  the  Convention  to  enclose 
to  your  Excellency  the  copy  of  a  letter  they  received  last 
evening  from  Genl.  WoodhuU. 

"  The  Convention  are  of  opinion  that  the  enemy  may 
be  prevented  from  getting  the  stock  and  grain  on  Long 
island  if  the  regiments  under  the  command  of  Col.  Smith 
and  Col.  Remsen  be  sent  to  join  Genl.  WoodhuU.  That 
this  junction  may  be  effected,  and  how.  Major  Lawrence 
(who  is  a  member  of  this  Convention  and  the  bearer  here- 
of) will  inform  your  E.xcellency. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  respect, 

"  Your  Excellency's  mo.  obt.  servt. 

"  By  order. 

"  H'^  Eicelleucy  Genl.  Washington." 

Ordered,  That  Jlr.  Van  Wyck  do  repair  immediately  to 
Flushing  to  gain  intelligence  of  the  situation  of  the  enemy 
and  what  places  are  now  occupied  by  Genl.  WoodhuU ; 
that  he  do  with  all  possible  expedition,  despatch  a  boat  to 
the  Convention  with  the  information  he  can  collect ;  nt  the 
same  time  pointing  out  the  most  suitable  place  f  >r  the  re- 
inforcement to  join  Genl.  WoodhuU  to  land ;  and  that  he 
be  empowered  to  impress  boats,  men  and  horses  for  carry- 
ing this  order  into  execution. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Van  Wyck  and  Major  LawTcnce 
have  leave  to  employ  Sa.  Dyclaiian,  the  express,  for  a 
few  hours. 

Whereas  this  Convention  has  received  information 
that  John  Rogers,  a  servant  of  Brigr.  Genl.  Morris,  has 
I  manifested  a  disposition  extremely  inimical  to  the  rights 
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and  liberties  of  America,  and  that  there  is  room  to  sus- 
pect that  he  will  take  the  first  oportunity  to  join  the 
enemy. 

Ordered,  therefore,  That  Capt.  Benson,  of  Harlem,  be 
requested  and  directed  to  apprehend  the  said  John  Rogers, 
or  cause  him  to  be  apprehended,  and  brought  before  this 
Convention. 

The  committee  to  consider  of  the  letter  from  Robt. 
Yates  and  Gilbt.  Livingston,  members  of  the  committee  to 
obstruct  Hudsoa's  river,  dated  at  the 
inst.  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this 
State  at  Congress,  which  was  read  and  approved  of,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

"  Harlem,  2Sth  jlugt.  1776. 

"  Gentlemen — The  Convention  of  this  State  consider 
the  fortification  of  Hudson's  river  and  the  obstructing  its 
passage  in  the  Highlands  of  the  last  importance,  and  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  Congress  view  it  in  the  same 
lifht.  They  have  appointed  a  committee  to  superintend 
that  work,  who  inform  them  that  they  are  greatly  delayed 
for  the  want  of  smiths,  unless  they  may  be  permitted  to 
employ  those  that  are  now  engaged  in  building  the  Conti- 
nental frigate  at  Poughkeepsie,  which,  therefore,  they  de- 
sire you  immediately^  to  request  of  them. 

"  The  Convention  hope  that  you  will  succeed  in  your 
application,  since  the  finishing  the  ships  is  of  far  inferior 
importance  to  the  security  of  the  river  ;  and  even  were  it 
otherwise  in  itself  then,  it  must  doubtless  be  so  now,  when 
the  former  will  in  all  probability  depend  upon  the  latter. 
They  beg  that  you  will  urge  this  matter  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, since  you  need  not  be  informed  that  delay  will  work 
the  same  effect  as  a  refusal. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be  gentlemen, 

"  Your  mo.  obt.  hble.  servt. 

"  By  order. 

To  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of 

New-York  at  Congress." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  L'liommedieu.  Col.  Dewitt  and  Mr. 
Wisner,  be  a  committee  further  to  consider  and  report  on 
llic  said  letter  from  the  said  committee  at  Poughkeepsie. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Rutgers  and  Mr.  Landon  be  and 
are  hereby  requested  and  authorized  to  direct  and  manage 
the  transportation  of  Col.  Smith's  and  Col.  Remsen's  re- 
giments, in  the  best  and  most  convenient  maimer,  to  join 
Brigr.  Gcnl.  Woodhull  ;  and  for  that  purpose,  that  they  be 
hereby  autliorized  to  impress  boats  and  craft  of  any  kind 
which  they  shall  think  proper. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Wisner  and  Mr.  John 
Moore,  be  a  committee  to  consider  and  report,  whether  any 
and  what  further  means  can  be  devised  for  supplying  the 
troops  raised  in  this  State  with  clothing  and  blankets. 

A  letter  from  Gcnl.  Woodliuli,  dated  this  day,  was  re- 
ceived and  read,  and  is  as  follows,  that  is  to  say : 

"Jamaica,  Jugt.  2Stk,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen — I  wrote  two  letters  to  you  yesterday, 
one  by  express  and  another  by  Mr.  Harper,  and  also  sent 
my  brigade-major  to  you,  to  let  you  know  my  situation, 
and  I  expected  an  answer  to  some  of  them  last  night,  but 
my  express  informed  me  he  was  detained  till  last  night  for 
an  answer ;  I  have  now  received  yours  of  the  26lh,  which 
is  only  a  copy  of  the  last,  without  a  single  word  of  an  an- 
swer to  my  iellers  or  the  message  by  my  brigade-major. 

"  I  must  again  let  you  know  my  situation  ;'[  have  about 
70  men  and  about  20  of  the  troop,  which  is  all  the  force  I 
have  or  can  expect,  and  I  am  daily  growing  less  in  num- 
ber; the  people  are  so  alarmed  in  Sulfolk,  that  thev  vvill 
rot  any  more  of  them  march ;  and  as  to  Colos.  Smith  and 
Remsen's  regiments,  they  cannot  join  me,  for  the  commu- 
nicalion  is  cut  off  between  us.  I  liave  sent  about  1,100 
cattle  to  the  great  fields  of  the  plains  yesterday,  about  .300 
toore  is  gone  off  this  morning  to  the  same  place,  and  have 
•ordered  a  guard  of  an  officer  and  seven  privates  ;  ihcy  can 


get  no  water  in  those  fields  ;  my  men  and  horses  are  worn 
out  with  fatigue.  Tlie  cattle  are  not  all  gone  off  towards 
Hemsted ;  1  ordered  them  yesterday,  but  they  were  not 
able  to  take  them  along.  I  brought  yesterday  about  :iOO 
from  New  Town.  I  think  the  cuttle  is  in  as  much  danger 
on  the  north  as  the  south  side,  and  have  ordered  the  inha- 
bitants to  remove  them,  if  you  cannot  send  me  an  imme- 
diate reinforcement. 

"  I  am,  &c." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hobart  and  Mr.  James  Townsend, 
as  a  committee  of  this  Convention,  be  and  hereby  arc  di- 
rected to  repair  to  Genl.  Woodhull,  with  such  instructions 
as  the  Convention  shall  think  proper  to  give,  and  to  a^=i:it 
him  with  their  advice.  And, 

Ordered,  That  Genl.  Woodhull  and  the  said  comniiitcc 
be  and  hereby  are  instructed  that  they  cause  all  such  stuck 
and  all  such  grain  in  Queens  county  and  the  western  part 
of  Suffolk  county,  as  may  be  in  danger  of  falling  into  the 
enemy's  hands,  and  cannot  be  removed  to  places  of  safely, 
to  be  destroyed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  be  and  they  hereby 
are  impowered  to  impress  horses,  boats  and  persons  to  con- 
vey themselves  to  Genl.  Woodhull  with  the  utmost  de- 
spatch. And, 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  will  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  said  committee  in  the  premises. 

A  letter  from  D.  Mathews,  received  by  Mr.  Depcyster, 
was  read,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  Sir — I  did  myself  the  honour  of  addressing  you  by 
letter  when  I  was  brought  to  the  White  Plains,  and  have 
since  taken  the  liberty  of  writing  to  Mr.  Morris  relaiivc  to 
my  treatment ;  the  answers  to  both  which  letters  I  now 
enclose  you,  it  being  a  commitment  issued  bv  ^Ir.  Ti  iiin- 
bull.  If  this  is  to  be  my  treatment,  the  Lord  deliver  me. 
I  have  been  a  crown  officer  upwards  of  20  years,  and  was 
chief  magistrate  of  the  city  of  New- York  and  a  subject  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  when  I  was  taken,  (Indepen- 
dence not  being  then  declared,)  and  I  am  taught  to  be- 
lieve that  my  rank  was  equal  to  any  prisoner  taken  by  the 
King's  troops  during  this  unhappy  contest,  and  I  believe 
you  will  not  find  such  a  commitment  issued  against  any 
one  of  them  that  sustained  the  character  of  a  gciitlenian. 
I  had  some  hopes  that  the  acquaintance  you  had  in  the  fa- 
mily, would  at  least  have  obtained  licre  the  Ireatnient  of  a 
gentleman ;  but  it  seems  1  have  nothing  to  expect  but  what  is 
due  to  the  worst  of  felons  ;  and  luid  it  not  been  for  the  kind 
interposition  of  Mr.  Depeysler,  (for  whom  I  shall  ever  en- 
tertain the  highest  esteem,)  1  should,  in  all  probability, 
have  been  in  the  land  of  spirits  ere  this. 

"  It  amazes  me  to  think  that  the  State  of  New-York 
should  send  me  to  be  dealt  with  as  Mr.  TnimbuH  should 
think  proper.  I  was  in  hopes  after  Independence  was  de- 
clared, tliat  nothing  savouring  of  the  extension  of  that  an- 
cient statute  so  justly  complained  of  would  have  found  the 
least  footing  in  America.  I  conceive  I  was  as  much  en- 
titled to  bail  in  the  Slate  of  New-York  as  Mr.  Sayre  late- 
ly was  in  London  ;  for  I  believe  his  crime  and  the  wit- 
nesses to  prove  them  were  much  alike.  I  offered  any  se- 
curity ;  even  some  of  the  warmest  Whigs  would  have 
been  bail  for  mv  appearance  whenever  demanded.  But  it 
seems  prison  was  the  word,  and  cveiy  commitment  sticks 
close  to  it. 

"  I  assure  you,  sir,  if  I  could  have  entertained  the  least 
ideaof  receiving  the  treatment  I  have  received,  1  should  have 
embraced  the  opportunity  of  giving  that  kind  of  bail  which 
is  commonly  called  leg  bail — which  I  had  frc((ucnt  oppor- 
tunities of  doing  after  I  was  seized  ;  but  as  I  never  could 
reconcile  it  to  myself  either  to  leave  my  family  or  join  the 
King's  army,  and  knowing  at  the  same  time  that  my  de- 
parture would  give  my  enemies  every  advantage  they  wish- 
ed for,  I  rejected  every  proposal  ot  that  kind  in  full  ex- 
pectation that  I  should  be  done  by,  as  those  gentlemen 
would  wish  to  be  done  by,  were  they  so  unfortunate  as  to 
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be  taken  prisoners.  But  it  seems  I  expected  loo  much  ; 
I  have  only  now  lo  make  myself  as  conieiitcd  as  possible, 
for  it  would  seem  that  I  am  fixed  liurc  lor  lite,  (as  1  am 
only  to  be  delivered  by  due  course  of  law.) 

"  I  should  not  have  troubled  you,  sir,  wiih  another  let- 
ter, had  I  not  been  requested  to  inform  you  of  my  treat- 
ment, and  as  this  will  be  the  last  I  shall  presume  lo  trou- 
ble you  with,  I  shall  ask  one  favour,  which  is,  that  if  I 
am  not  suffered  to  go  lo  my  family,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
reside  at  Hartford  on  giving  seciuity  (for  my  word  ot  ho- 
nour it  seems,  is  of  no  validity  in  mv  own  Stale,)  to  re- 
main there,  as  I  have  some  friends  iherc  who  would  accom- 
modate me  wiih  the  comforts  of  life,  and  I  might  there 
have  an  opportunity  of  scein:^  Mrs.  Mathews.  If  this  is 
thought  unreasonable  I  shall  say  no  more  about  it,  and 
shall  still  remain  one  of  those  who  wish  that  America  may 
never  lose  her  liberties  nor  her  sons  meet  with  oppres- 
sion. 

"  1  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  obt.  servant, 

(Signed)       "D.  MATHEWS. 
«  LUchfield.  \2th  Anst.  1776. 
"  Genl.  VVooDHULL.'' 

The  copies  of  his  commitment,  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Ma- 
thews, and  a  letter  from  Moses  Seymour,  sheriff  of  Litch- 
field county,  therein  enclosed,  were  also  read.  Thereupon 
a  draft  of  a  leiter  lo  the  said  David  Maihews  was  read 
and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Wednesday  morng.  ~iu^t.  29lh,  1776. 

"Sir — The  Convention  direct  me  to  inform  you  that 
they  have  received  your  letter  to  ihe  President,  and  Uiat  they  I 
have  examined  also  your  letter  to  Mrs.  Mathews.  That  | 
you  never  was  taken  up  as  a  Briiiah  subject,  nor  to  be  i 
considered  as  a  prisoner  of  war — your  rank  therctore  is  j 
immaterial.  You  well  know  the  cause  of  that  treatment  i 
which  you  deem  so  cruel.  You  well  know  thai  you  stand  j 
charged  with  being  concerned  in  a  deep  conspiracy  a^ainsl  j 
the  rights  and  liberlies  of  America,  and  however  innocent  | 
you  may  be,  it  is  the  duly  of  the  Convention  that  you  be  | 
secured  for  trial ;  lhat  you  were  privy  lo  it  in  a  great  inca-  \ 
sure,  you  own  exominaiion  evinces.  j 

"  The  Convention  direct  me  lo  remind  you  lhat  you  arc 
not  sent  to  Connecticut  for  irial,  but  for  security.  That 
they  never  heard  of  bail  being  taken  in  similar  cases. 
That  your  fellow  citizens  would  most  probably  upon  your 
going  at  large,  have  been  their  own  avengers.  That  you 
shalfhave  a  fair  and  candid  trial  when  the  exigencies  of 
the  Slate  will  permit ;  and  that  ihey  have  too  great  respect 
for  ihe  liberlies  of  mankind  lo  make  any  unnecessary  in- 
roads upon  that  sacred  ground. 

"  What  opporlanities  you  may  have  had  lo  escape,  and 
what  reasons  lo  slay,  the  Convention  do  not  know  ;  but 
they  know  the  charges  against  you  and  iheir  duly  to  the 
public. 

"  The  Convention  do  further  direct  me  lo  assure  you,  sir, 
that  they  have  not  the  least  objection  lo  iiii'orm,  not  only 
the  British  Governors  and  Generals,  but  all  mankind,  lliai 
they  have  taken  precautions  for  iheir  own  salely,  and 
confined  persons  accused  of  ueasonahle  designs  and  con- 
spiracies ;  and  they  do  sincerely  wish  with  you  that  Ame- 
rica may  never  lose  her  liberlies  nor  her  sons  meet  w  ith 

''PP^'=^^'°"-  "By  order. 

"D.  Mathews,  Esqr." 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  engrossed,  and  signed  by 
the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  leiter  to  Govr.  Trumbnli  on  the  same  subject  was  read 
and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizi : 

"  Wednesday  morning,  Augt.  1776. 

"  Sir  The  Convention  direct  me  to  return  your  Honour 

their  sincere  thanks  for  the  attention  you  have  been  pleased 
to  pay  to  the  prisoners  we  have  been  under  the  neccssily  of 
sending  into  your  Stale.  We  now  take  the  liberty  ol  en- 
closing to  your  Honour  the  copy  of  an  intcrccpled  leiter 
fromD.  Maihews,  Esqr.  to  his  wife,  from  which  it  appears 
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that  he  deeply  resents  the  treatment  he  received  from  the 
Convention.  It  is  wiih  the  utmost  rearet  llial  we  feel  our- 
selves under  the  necessity  of  requesting  your  Honour  to 
secure  lhat  gentleman  in  such  manner  as  to  pievcnt  his 
escape  and  all  improper  correspondence.  The  truubiing 
you  wilh  our  prisoners  is  a  mailer  for  which  necessity 
alone  can  apologize. 

"  This  Slate  has  suffered  so  much  from  disaliectcd  per- 
sons that  a  greater  degree  of  seventy  lowards  them  would 
be  juslifiable,  especially  as  all  joinlly  hath  been  by  llicm 
attributed  lo  fear.  iNolwiihstanding  such  hi^ii  provJcaiion, 
we  have  in  no  instance  invaded  the  rights  of  IniiiKinity,  it 
might  ihereforc  be  expected  lhat  we  should  be  surprised 
lo  see  such  a  designed  misrepresentation  of  our  conduct, 
but  nothing  of  this  kind  is  new. 

"The  crime  of  which  Mr.  Maihews  stands  charged — 
which  is  no  less  than  treason  against  the  rights  of  Ameri- 
ca— and  yet  it  seems  that  he  considers  his  continemciit  as 
unjust.  We  are  confident,  sir,  thai  in  commuting  Inm  to 
prison  you  will  avoid  every  circumstance  of  unnecessary 
rigor,  but  the  instance  we  enclose  you  ot  his  unfriendly 
intentions  demand  that  great  care  should  be  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  character  of  these  Stales  from  being  unjustly  stig- 
matized by  such  wilful  misrepresentation. 

"  I  have  ihe  honr.  lo  be  sir,  &.c. 

"  By  order. 

"  Govr.  TsnMBULL,  &c.'' 

A  letter  from  Jos.  Drake,  at  New  Rochell,  dated  ihis 
day,  was  received  and  read  in  the  wonls  following,  to  wii: 

"  New-Rochell,  Aust.  1776. 

"  Sir — I  received  the  resolve  of  the  Commitiee  ol  Safety 
yesterday,  enclosed  to  me  by  John  McKesson,  Esqr.  Pur- 
suant to  mv  directions,  I  have  ordered  a  party  to  guard 
from  Ryeneck  lo  Rodman's  neck  of  the  miiilia  of  this 
county.  Colo.  Graham's  regiment  is  at  present  stationed  at 
Frog's  neck.  The  enemy  lay  yesterday  and  all  last  night 
by  Hart  island,  this  morning  they  removed  a  little  to  the 
southward  of  Minifoid's  island,  where  they  at  present  lie  ; 
they  have  nol  been  able  to  plunder  much ;  ihcy  got  from 
Mineford's  island  4  horned  cattle  and  some  poultry,  which 
is  all  we  have  been  able  lo  learn  they  have  plundered.  I 
immediately  sent  Capl.  Hunt  wilh  about  .'30  men  Irom  New 
Rocliel,  who  with  the  help  of  a  part  of  Col.  Graham's  re- 
giment, drove  off  all  the  cattle  Irom  the  island,  to  the 
amount  of  30  odd  head.  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed 
if  Col.  Graham's  regiment  is  to  remain  on  Frog's  neck,  if 
thai  is  nol  improper  it  will  be  a  very  greai  ease  to  the 
county  at  this  season,  especially  as  il  will  lake  almost  all 
the  nulilia  lo  guard  the  whole.  I  conceive  it  will  take  nigh 
half  of  my  regiment  lo  guard  from  Rodman's  point  to  the 
Snuff  mills  .  Colo.  Budd  is  lo  scna  100  men  and  lo  guard 
from  there  lo  Rye  neck. 

"I  find  It  very  difficult  for  the  men  lo  provide  5  days' 
provisions  at  this  time  of  the  year;  therefore  I  thought  it 
proper  to  appoint  Theos.  Barlow  commissary  for  the  time 
being.  1  am  apprehensive  if  ever  I  should  come  lo  an  en- 
gagement wilh  Ihe  enemy  we  should  be  in  great  want  ot 
powder,  as  we  have  nol  above  6  rounds  a  man  for  all  the 
in'lilia.  You  may  rely  on  my  utmost  vigilance  lo  frustrate 
the  intentions  of  the  enemy  in  all  ihcir  motions, while  here. 
"  From  your  very  humble  servant, 

"JOESPH  DRAKE." 

Ordered  to  be  referred  lo  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Jay. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  Connecticut  be  request- 
ed lo  send  unto  Suffolk  county  1,000  troops  tor  the  pro- 
leciion  of  ihe  inhabitants  and  security  of  the  stock  on  Nas- 
sau island,  as  the  strength  of  Long  island  is  now  within 
His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington's  lines,  and  cannot  be 
had. 

X  draft  of  a  letter  lo  several  towns  in  Connecticut  re- 
questing iheir  assistance  in  removing  the  slock  from  Long 
island,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, lo  wit ; 
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"  Wednesday  morning,  Aui;t.  26th,  1776. 
ii  QsNTLGMEN' — The  Convention  of  the  ftlate  ot  iNew- 
Vofk  are  under  the  melancholy  necessity  of  agnin  calling 


upon 


their  sister  Stales  for  their  assistance  in  a  inalter 


which  not  only  they  but  the  whole  Contiiient  are  interested. 

"The  enemy  who  have  landed  upon  Long  island  will, 
we  fear,  have  it  in  their  power  to  possess  themselves  of 
ihe  whole  stock,  which  amounts  to  l)etween  80  and  100,000 
of  cattle  and  as  many  sheep ;  as  our  forces  are  confined  to 
iheir  lines,  those  articles  will  doubtless  be  of  the  greatest 
use  to  the  enemy — for  the  want  of  some  of  them  we 
know  tliey  are  already  distressed ;  we  muse  therefore  re- 
quest you  immediately  to  afTord  all  the  assistance  in  your 
power  to  fotward  the  removal  of  the  stock  from  the  island, 
and  to  provide  for  iheni  in  your  State,  till  some  further  di- 
rection can  be  given  with  respect  to  them,  and  to  lend  your 
tid  to  each  of  the  inhabitants  that  may  wish  to  remove. 
The  importance  of  these  objects  need  not  be  enlarged  up- 
on, nor  need  arguments  be  urged  to  induce  you  to  every 
necessary  exertion. 

"  Tlie  readiness  and  public  spirit  which  the  committees 
in  Connecticut  have  ever  shewn  in  carrying  into  execution 
•11  measures  of  public  utility,  leave  us  no  room  to  doubt 
but  that  they  will  exert  themselves  on  this  occasion,  which 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  general  cause  of  Ame- 
rica. 

"To  the  Chairman  ofStonninstown,  New  London, 
Grotoa,  Lyme,  Seabrook,  GuilforJ, iN'ew  Haven, 
Stratford,  Fairfield,  Milford,  Xorwalk,  Stan- 
ford and  Horseneck,  in  the  State  of  C'onnecli- 
cut,  who  are  desired  to  forward  the  same." 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Govr.  Trumbull,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, was  read  and  approved,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Wednesday  morning,  Harlem,  23th  Jugt.  1776. 

"  Sir — Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  the 
Convention  of  this  State  have  directed  to  the  several  com- 
mittees of  your  State,  requesting  their  assistance  in  remov- 
ing the  inhabitants  and  stock  from  Long  island. 

"  The  Convention  are  sensible  that  their  first  applica- 
tion should  have  been  to  Your  Excellency,  but  necessity 
lias  obliged  them  to  dispense  with  form,  which  they  doubt 
tiot  you  will  consider  as  a  sufficient  apology.  Tlic  Con- 
vention, therefore,  find  themselves  under  a  necessity  of 
applying  to  Your  Excellency  for  1 ,000  men,  or  any  greater 
force  which  can  be  speedily  obtained,  who  they  conceive 
may  greatly  contribute  to  the  security  of  the  island,  and  at 
the  same  lime  in  some  measure  cooperate  with  our  army 
on  the  lines,  or  at  least  greatly  weaken  the  attack  of  the 
enemy. 

1  he  militia  of  Long  island  are,  for  the  most  part,  shut 
up  within  the  lines,  so  ilial  nothing  can  be  done  for  its  de- 
fence without  your  assistance. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  By  order. 

"To  His  Excellency  Govt.  TarMBOLL, 

Govr.  of  the  State  of  Connecticut." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gelston  proceed  to  Connecticut  with 
the  letter  to  Govr.  Trumbull  and  the  committees,  and  that 
this  Convention  will  bear  his  expenses. 

Wednesday,  5  o'clock  P.  M.  2Sth  Augt.  1776. 
Present— Mr.  Beskman,  Mr.  Rob.  Harper,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Bancker, 
Major  Abeel — Ncw-Yoik. 
Mr.  S.  Townsend— Queens.      -  " 
Col.  Marsh,  Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Sessions — Cumberland. 
Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer — Albany 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston— I^uic/ics. 
Mr.  JiMer— Charlotte. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Veder — Tryon. 
Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Dearine,  Mr.  Gehlon— Suffolk. 
Mr.  Morris,  Col.  Van  Corilandt,  .Major  Lockwood,  Col.  Drake — 
Wttlchester. 

Col.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Wisner,  Junr.  Major  Parks— Ulster. 
Mr.  Cutwater,  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Wisner— Orang-e. 

Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Morris  reported  two  resolutions,  and 


the  draft  of  a  letter  to  Colo.  Drake,  relative  to  the  militia, 
and  the  appointment  of  'i'heodosius  Bartnw  as  Commis- 
sary pro  tern,  were  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  thai 
is  to  say : 

"  Thursday  morning,  Jluat.  ■i'JIh,  1775. 

"Sir — I  am  directed  by  the  Conveniiun  tu  lulorui  sou, 
that  they  approve  of  your  conduct  relative  to  liir  U'  lrnce 
of  the  coast,  and  refer  the  whole  of  that  husim-s.;,  m  (Jcne- 
ral  Morris's  absence,  to  your  direction.  Thcv  confirm 
your  appointment  of  Mr.  Barlow  as  Comitussary!  :inil  h:ive 
enclosed  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  1,000  dullars.  \.s 
to  powder  they  are  much  at  a  loss,  but  have  onicred  (ioni 
Clinton  to  afford  you  all  the  supply  which  the  store  of  tins 
State  will  admit  of. 

"  I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
"  Yours,  &c. 

"  By  order. 

"  Col.  Joseph  Drake." 

Resolved,  That  Theods.  Bartow,  Esqr.  be  empowered 
to  act  as  commissary,  (till  further  order,)  to  the  miiuia 
employed  to  defend  the  coast  of  Westchester  counly,  on 
the  Sound  ;  that  he  have  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Convention  for  1,000  dollars,  and  tliat  he  account  for  the 
same  to  this  Convention,  or  the  Legislature  of  this  State, 
for  the  time  being. 

Resolved,  That  Genl.  Clinton  do  furnish  Col.  Joseoh 
Drake  with  such  a  quantity  of  cartridges,  or  powder  and 
lead,  out  of  the  store  of  iliis  State,  in  Ins  possession,  as  he 
may  ihink  necessary  to  the  defence  of  the  coast  of  West- 
chester. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Convention  advance 
to  Thcodosius  Barlow,  Esqr.  the  sum  of  1,000  dollars,  to 
enable  him  to  execute  the  order  of  this  day,  appointintr  him 
to  ,act  as  commissary  to  the  militia  employed  to  defend  the 
coast  of  Westchester  county,  and  take  his  receipt,  to  be 
accountable  for  the  same. 

The  examination  of  Col.  Covenlioven  was  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  Left  Long  island  on  Sunday  mornin!i ;  came  last  from 
Wilpeimer's,  Stoilioof's  island.  On  the  day  that  the  ene- 
my landed,  as  he  was  returning  from  the  lines  he  was 
taken  by  a  parly  of  the  enemy;  they  treated  liiiri  roughly, 
took  from  him  his  sword  and  cockade,  and  carried  him  to 
head-quarters  ;  was  politely  received  by  Genl.  Howe,  who 
asked  him  if  he  would  stay  at  home  and  send  his  produce, 
which  he  promised  to  do  ;  he  understood  from  ihe  otlicers 
that  8000  men  h.'.d  landed  the  first  day.  They  sent  for  him 
liie  second  time  on  the  same  day  ;  oriiered  him  to  net  fowls, 
&c.  under  pretence  of  which  he  went  olf;  got  a  horse  and 
went  to  Genl.  Washington,  asked  him  what  part  he  should 
lake,  who  directed  him  to  go  hack,  ;ind  he  was  to  collect 
information  and  send  it  to  Genl.  Wasfiington,  which  he 
did,  ard  got  back  without  bcint;  missed  ;  ihcy  never  ques- 
tioned him  further.  He  afterwards  met  with  some  Hes- 
sians, who  took  him  with  lliem  to  gel  cows,  and  agreed 
among  themselves  to  put  him  to  death,  after  he  had  shown 
ihem  the  cows,  as  they  were  forbid  to  kill  nny  c.Tiiie  ; 
they  spoke  this  in  the  Hessian  language;  shewed  ihcm  a 
cow  and  he  left  ihem  ;  most  of  ihe  stock  hafl  been  driven 
off  before.  He  then  went  lo  the  Flailands,  where  he  saw 
many  regulars  ;  saw  Govr.  Tryon,  but  did  not  speak  to 
him.  Genls.  Howe,  Clinton  and  Piiket,  were  on  the 
island  ;  the  enemy  were  joined  by  a  few  people  from  the 
island;  saw  many  people  from  Slaten  island  not  aimed; 
left  it  on  Sunday  with  a  design  to  come  lo  Congress;  when 
got  to  McGowcn's  was  arrested  ;  does  not  think  it  safe 
Congress  should  contimie  here  ;  they  talked  in  the  camp 
of  landing  above  this  ;  the  jiarty  ihat  carried  him  to  (ienl. 
Howe,  carried  also  his  sword  and  cockade,  hut  it  was  not 
noticed  by  the  General;  heard  at  the  Flailands  that  17 
sail  of  Ir.insporls  were  gone  round  in  order  to  land  at  Mor- 
risania.  The  enemy  proposed  lo  aliark  the  lines  ihe  day 
after  they  landed,  but  were  repulsed,  and  17  Hessians 
killed. 
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Mr.  Morris  read  two  letters,  whereby  the  ConTention  is 
informed  that  Capt.  Berrien  refused  to  pay  any  aitenlion  to 
the  order  of  this  Contention,  exempting ' Mr.  Chas.  .Shaw 
from  military  service,  on  the  order  which  in  Uke  manner 
exempts  R.  Morris,  Esqr. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Berrien  do  attend  this  Convention 
immediately,  to  show  the  cause  of  his  conduct  in  the  pre- 
mises. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  Washington  received  by  Major  Law- 
rcnce,  was  read,  and  is-as  follows  : 

"  Long  ulanil,  Augt.  2Slh,  1766. 

"  Sir — I  was  just  now  honoured  with  your  favour  of 
this  date,  with  Genl.  WoodhuU's  letter,  and  should  esteem 
myself  happy  were  it  in  my  power  to  afford  the  assistance 
required,  but  the  enemy  having  landed  a  considerable  part 
of  their  force  here,  and  at  the  same  time  niav  have  reserved 
some  to  attack  New- York,  it  is  the  opinion  not  only  of  my- 
self but  of  all  my  general  officers  I  have  liad  an  opportuni- 
ty of  consulting  with,  that  the  men  we  have  are  not  more 
than  competent  to  the  defence  of  those  lines,  and  the  seve- 
ral posts  which  must  be  defended.  This  reason  and  this 
only  prevents  my  complying  with  your  request. 

"  I  shall  beg  leave  to  mention  in  confidence,  that  a  few 
days  ago,  upon  the  enemy's  first  landing  here,  I  wrote 
to  Govr.  Trumbull  recommending  him  to  throw  over 
a  body  of  1000  men  on  the  island,  to  annoy  the  enemy  in 
their  rear,  if  the  state  of  the  Colony  would  admit  of  it ; 
whether  it  will  be  done  I  cannot  determine,  that  Colony 
having  furnished  a  large  proportion  of  men.  I  was, 
and  still  am,  doubtful  whether  it  could  be  done.  If  it 
could,  I  am  satisfied  it  will,  from  the  zeal  and  readiness 
they  have  ever  shown  to  give  every  possible  succour.  I 
am  hopeful  they  will  be  in  a  condition  to  do  it,  and  if  they 
are,  those  troops  I  doubt  not  will  be  ready  and  willin?  to 
give  Genl.  Woodhull  any  assistance  he  may  want.  But 
cannot  the  militia  effect  what  he  wishes  to  do?  They,  I 
believe,  must  be  depended  on  in  the  present  instance  for 
relief. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
"  In  great  hasie,  sir, 

"  Your  mo.  obt.  servant, 

"  GO.  WASHINGTON. 

"  The  Honble.  Adm.  Yates." 

Mr.  Duer  moved  the  following  resolutions,  that  is  to  say : 

Rosolved,  That  whereas  from  ilie  vicinity  of  the  enemy's 
ships  of  war  now  in  the  Sound,  and  the  siiiiation  of  ihcir 
army  on  Nassau  island,  it  would  be  very  practicable  for  a 
small  parly  of  men  to  surprise  this  defenceless  town,  and 
to  remove  all  its  inhabitants:  And  wuere.^s  from  the 
present  invasion  of  this  State,  thereby  cause  ilie  communi- 
cation betwixt  this  Convention  and  their  constituents  to  be 
cut  oflT :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  of  this  State  will  forth- 
with adjourn  from  hence  to 

Mr.  Jay  moved  that  it  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
The  previous  question  being  put,  (wheilicr  it  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow,)  it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  manner 
following,  to  wit : 

For  Against. 

Cumberland   2       Ulster   4 

Weslcbesler,   4       Charlntle   2 

—       Oran^r,   3 

6       Albany,   6 

Trjon,   3 

New-York   S 

_  -  Queens,   4 

  Suffolk,   4 

34 

Mr.  .Livingston  then  moved  that  thev  would  adjourn, 
to  meet  at  Fishkiil ;  and  tlie  question  beinc  put,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 


For  the  affirmalive. 

Albany,   6 

Oranee,  3 

Ulster,  4 

Tryon   3 

New- York,  8 

Mr.  Jay  dissenting. 

24 


For  the  negative. 

Westchciter,   4 

Mr.  .Morris  dissenting. 

Sutlolk,   4 

tiueens,    4 

Charloltc,    2 

Cumberland,   2 

16 


THURSDAY  MORNING, 

Augt.  20th,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prese.st — Abin.  Yates,  Esqr.  Prest. 
Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Harper,  Major  Abeel — New-York. 
Dr.  Outwater.  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Wisner,  Junr. — Orange. 
Col.  Marsh,  Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 
Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer — Albany. 
Major  Lockwood.  Mr.  Torakins,  Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Col.  Drake, 
Mr.  Morris — Westchester. 
Mr.  Dner— Charlotte. 

Col.  Dewitt,  Mr.  Wisner,  Junr.  Major  Parks — Ulster. 
Major  Lawrence,  Mr.  Sam.  Townsend — Queens. 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Veder — Tryon. 

Mr.  Smith,  iVIr.  Miller,  Mr.  L'hommedieu,  Mr.  Dearinf,  Mr.  Tred- 

x^eW— Suffolk. 

Col.  Hoffman,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Landon,  Major  Schenk — 
Dutches. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Van  Wyck,  at  Flushing,  who  was 
sent  yesterday  from  Congress,  to  inquire  wheifierihe  com- 
munication between  this  and  Jamaica  is  open  and  safe  by 
the  way  of  Flushing,  was  received.  He  mentions  that  the 
troops  may  pass  safely  that  way,  if  they  can  be  got  there 
this  evening  ;  that  the  enemy's  ships  lie  between  Thome's 
Point  and  Great  Neck.  Referred  to  Mr.  Smith,  Col. 
Hoffman  and  Mr.  Tredvvell. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Convention  ad- 
vance to  Z.  Piatt,  Esqr.  the  further  sum  of  JL.'700,  to  ena- 
ble him  to  execute  the  order  of  this  Convention,  appoint- 
ing him  Commissary  for  the  time  being,  to  provide  provi- 
sions for  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Brigr.  Genl. 
Clinton,  and  to  pay  for  a  quantity  of  boards  purcliased  by 
virtue  of  said  order,  and  lake  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Tomkins  came  into  Convention  and  informed  that 
Mr.  Lovvnsbury  was  come  into  Westchester  county  with 
a  commission  from  Genl.  Howe  to  raise  rangers  ;  that  a 
party  of  the  militia  went  in  pursuit  of  him,  and  were  under 
tiie  necessity  of  killing  him,  as  he  would  not  surrender  ; 
another  was  wounded,  and  4  were  taken  prisoners,  all  his 
recruits. 

The  commission  from  Lord  Howe,  and  other  papers 
found  on  them,  were  read  and  filed.    Commuted  to  Col. 
Dewitt,  Mr.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Tomkins, 
On  motion. 

Resolved-  unanimoushj.  That  John  McDonald,  employ- 
ed as  a  miner  by  this  Convention,  be  direcl(;d  to  proceed 
upon  a  farther  discovery  for  the  space  of  20  days,  in  ex- 
ploring  the  lead  mines  in  the  Nine  Partners,  in  Dutches 
county,  then  to  return  and  report  to  this  House  ;  and  that 
he  be  allowed  8s.  per  day,  while  so  employed  ;  and  that 
he  oe  allowed  to  employ  2  men  besides  himself,  and  tliat 
he  be  furnished  with  \  cwt.  of  powder. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
Mr.  Van  Wyck,  brought  in  their  report,  as  follows : 

"Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  tiie  considera- 
tion of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Van  Wyck,  and  several  letters 
Irom  General  Woodhull,  do  report :  that  there  would  be 
danger  of  a  letter's  falling  into  ihc  enemy's  hands,  and 
therefore,  they  ihink  it  best  that  a  member  be  sent  to  him 
to  give  him  an  account  of  our  proceedings,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  his  letters,  and,  in  confidence,  of  the  substance  of 
the  letter  we  received  from  Genl.  Washington." 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Saml.  Townsend  be  requested  to 
nroceed  to  Long  island,  on  the  above  business. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  ihe  papers,  &c. 
received  from  Mr.  Tomkins,  found  upon  Mr.  Lownsbury, 
killed  by  a  party  of  mihlia  in  Westchester  county,  report 
as  follows : 

"That  the  prisoners  be  kept  in  close  custody  till  thev  are 
examined;  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  West- 
chester county  be  requested  to  take  the  examination  of  the 
prisoners,  and  transmit  them  to  the  Convention  of  this 
State." 

Ordered,  That  Bloomer  Nelson,  Saml.  Haines,  Josiah 
Disberry  and  Jacob  Schureman,  be  committed  to  llie  jail 
at  Kingston,  in  Ulster  county,  and  there  kept  in  close 
and  secure  custody  till  furl  her  order.  And 

Ordered  Jurther,  That  Col.  Jos.  Drake  be  directed  to 
procure  a  proper  guard  and  to  see  this  order  executed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Convention  pay  to 
Jonathan  Tomkins,  Esqr.  the  sum  of  20  dollars,  to  be  by 
him  delivered  to  Mr.  Flood,  as  a  reward  for  his  spirited 
conduct  in  apprending  Wm.  Lownsbury,  a  notorious  ene- 
my to  the  cause  of  America,  in  Westchester  county. 

Mr.  Harper,  agreeable  to  notice  given  last  night,  moved 
for  a  reconsideration  of  the  determination  of  the  House 
last  night,  for  removing  the  Convention  to  Fishkill. 

Debates  arose,  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  as  fol- 
lows, that  is  to  say  : 

For  reconsidering.  Jigaintt  it. 

Suffolk,   4       Albany,   6 

Westchester,   4      Charlotte,   2 

Queens,   4      Westchester,   4 

Cumberland,    2      New- York,   8 

—       Trjon,   3 

14      Orange,   3 

26 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  will  meet  in  the  English 
church  at  Fish  Kills  on  Monday  next  at  9  o'clock  ;  that  a 
Committee  of  Safety,  to  consist  of  Mr.  Diicr,  Col.  Van 
Cortlandt,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Robt.  Livingston  and 
Major  Schenk,  with  Mr.  Yates,  the  President,  be  appoint- 
ed to  act  for  this  Stale  till  Convention  meets. 

The  Convention  having  been  informed  by  their  secret 
committee  of  the  services  of  Capt.  Hazelwood  in  prepar- 
ing firc-rafls  and  giving  useful  information  relative  to  tlie 
obstructing  the  navigation  of  Hudson  river,  think  him  en- 
titled to  the  thanks  of  this  House  ;  and  as  a  compensation 
for  his  expense  and  trouble. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Convention  pay  to 
the  said  Capt.  Hazchvood  the  sum  of  S300,  cut  of  the 
treasury  of  this  State,  for  his  services  as  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider 
•what  number  of  the  militia  can  be  speedily  called  out  for 
tlie  defence  of  this  Stale. 


Col.  Hoffman,  Mr.  Wisner,  Junr.  Col.  Dewit,  Col.  Van 
Cortlandt  and  Mr.  Duer,  were  the  said  committee. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  iccoinmcndcd  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Long  island  to  remove  as  many  of  their  women,  children 
and  slaves,  and  as  much  of  their  live  stock  and  gram,  to 
the  main,  as  they  can  ;  and  lliat  this  Convention  will  pay 
the  expense  of  removing  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  John  Rogers,  a  servant  man  of  Genl. 
Morris,  apprehended  by  order  of  this  Convention,  as  being 
notoriously  disaffected,  be  conveyed  under  a  proper  guard 
to  the  jail  in  Westchester  county,  to  be  kept  in  close  cus- 
tody till  further  orders  ;  and  that  Capt.  Benson  cause  this 
order  to  be  duly  executed. 

A  letter  from  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  with  a  list  of  articles, 
such  as  he  contracted  for  by  order  of  this  Convention,  was 
received  and  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wii : 

"  Harlem,  Aiigt-  28lh,  ITTii. 

"  Gentlemen — I  am  in  advance  on  account  of  the  Con- 
vention above  £4,000,  and  have  engaged  clothing  and  other 
articles  to  the  amount  of  at  least  as  much  more.  Should 
be  glad  this  Honourable  House  would  be  pleased  to  give 
me  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  £10,000,  that  I  may  be 
enabled  to  make  good  my  engagements. 

"  I  am,  gentn.  your  mo.  obt.  servt. 

"  PETER  T.  CURTElMUS. 

"  P.  S.  Mr.  Roosevelt  has  about  £2,800,  which  he  told 
me  I  could  have,  if  the  Convention  would  give  mc  an  or- 
der on  him. 

"  A  list  of  articles  which  I  have  contracted  for  and  have 
in  store,  vizt :  1,500  pair  buckskin  breeches,  3,000  sliiris, 
200  doz.  Germantown  stockings,  at  Philadelphia;  the  last 
article  something  doubtful  whether  the  whole  quantity  will 
be  got;  1,000  yards  linen  given  out  to  be  made  in  shirts 
at  Hackensack ;  45  ps.  oznaburgs,  at  old  Jlr.  Pauldinri's, 
about  3,000  yards,  may  do  to  make  shirts  ;  150  pr.  leather 
breeches  in  my  store ;  600  pr.  shoes  in  do.  and  can  get 
about  2,000  pair  more ;  348  dressed  deer  skins  at  Hack- 
ensack ;  about  500  pr.  buckskin  breeches  engaged  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  county,  and  believe  I  can  get  more  at 
Bethleham." 

Resolved,  That  Peter  T.  Curtenius  be  empowered  to 
borrow  the  sum  of  £10,000,  and  that  the  Convention  of 
this  State  pledge  the  public  faith  to  the  persons  of  whom 
he  may  borrow  this  sum,  for  the  repayment  of  the  same, 
and  that  tlie  receipt  or  receipts  of  the  said  Peter  T.  Cur- 
tenius, shall  be  vouchers  to  the  person  or  persons  of  whom 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  this  sum  may  be  borrowed,  and 
to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Convention  for  payment  of  the 
same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  and  the  Se- 
cretaries of  the  Convention  do  immediately  remove  with 
the  treasury  and  records  of  this  State  to  Fish  Kills,  in 
Dutches  county,  and  that  they  there  join  the  Convention 
at  9  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 


JOUKNAL 

OF  THE 

COMMITTEE    OF  SAFETY. 


THURSDAY,  a.  m. 

Augt.  29th,  1776. 

Pmcnt— Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Prest. 

KoB.  R.  Livingston,  Col.  Van-  Cortlandt,  Col.  Van  Re.vsse- 
uiEE,  Mr.  W.  DuER,  Col.  Dewitt,  Mr.  Adgate. 

A  letter  from  Comfort  Sands,  Esqr.  dated  at  New-Ro- 
chelle,  yesterday,  and  sent  by  .Mr.  Danl.  Redfield,  inform- 
ing the  Committee  that  said  Redfield  was  sent  to  be  exa- 
mined relative  to  the  enemy's  ships,  and  requesting  the 
Committee  to  give  him  a  permit  to  pass  King's  Bridge. 

Danl.  Redfield,  being  examined,  says,  that  about  4  o'clock  I 
on  Monday  morning  last,  his  sloop,  going  from  New- York, 
was  taken  by  the  Brig  Halifa.x,  mourning  10  four  pounders, 
Quonne,  commander;  that  about  12  o'clock  same  day, 
they  run  his  vessel,  after  having  stripped  her  of  the  rigging, 
cable  and  anchor.  The  man  wlio  piloted  the  vessel  was 
one  Reed  ;  the  frigates  were  La  Brun  and  the  Niger  ;  that 
the  design  of  the  enemy  was  to  bring  over  their  tories  from 
Long  isfand  ;  that  the  ships  of  war  were  to  run  to  Kings 
Bridge,  there  to  land  their  forces,  and  make  a  juncture 
with  the  other  part  of  the  army ;  tliat  the  enemy  by  this 
means  would  be  able  to  cut  off  all  communication  with  our 
army  both  by  land  and  water,  and  oblige  our  troops  in 
New-York  to  surrender.  That  the  enemy  had  plundered 
Hart  and  City  island  ;  that  he  thinks  they  got  about  12  or 
14  head  of  cattle,  besides  sheep,  ducks.  Sec. ;  that  while 
he  was  on  board  several  persons  come  on  board  from  Long 
island ;  that  on  Tuesday  a  man  came  on  board  who  said 
lhat  the  King's  army  had  killed  1,300  of  our  men,  and  had 
gained  the  ground  of  our  men  ;  that  one  Barne  came  on 
board  from  the  City  island;  that  his  partner.  Stephen  is 
kept  on  board  in  order  to  be  exchanged  for  the  mate  of 
the  Ni<Jer,  who  had  been  taken  by  the  sloop  Beverly  and 
carried°into  Amboy.  Says  the  private  men  were  very  in- 
veterate against  us  ;  they  did  not  use  his  person  ill. 

A  letter  from  Colo.  Drake  on  the  same  subject  was  also 
read. 

Harlem,  Augt.  ■29th,  1776. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met. 
Pbisent— Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  E^V-  Pre^idt. 
Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Doer,  Mi.  Bleecker. 


Colo.  Phenchas  Fanning  waited  on  the  Committee  with 
a  letter  from  Colo.  Josiah  Smith,  colonel  of  the  drafts  of 
the  militia  of  Suffolk,  Queens  and  Kings  counties,  stationed 
at  Brookland,  in  Kings  county,  informing  the  Coiniuittee 
that  his  regiment  is  ordered  by  Genl.  \\  ashington  to  witii- 
draw  from  Long  island,  and  wait  the  further  orders  of  the 
Convention  of  lliis  State.    Thereupon  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Colo.  Josiah  Smith  do,  with  all  possible 
despatch,  march  liis  regiment  to  Horn's  Hook,  there  to 
receive  further  orders  from  Mr.  Samuel  Townsend  and 
Major  Lawrence,  and  that  he  apply  to  the  Cominissan,'- 
Gcneral  for  five  days'  provisions,  and  to  the  (4uaiier-Mas- 
ter-General  for  baggage  wagons,  it  being  of  the  utmost 
consequence  that  his  regiment  should  march  witiiout  delay. 
And 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Townsend  and  Major  Law- 
rence be  requested  and  authorized  to  attend  the  regiment 
commanded  by  Colo.  Smith,  in  order  to  supply  the  said 
regiment  with  provisions,  and  to  devise  the  most  safe  and 
expeditious  means  of  transporting  the  said  regiment  from 
Long  island  ;  and  that  they  be  authorized  and  inipowcrcd 
to  impress  horses,  wagons,  boats,  vessels,  &;c.  for  that 
purpose,  for  the  payment  of  which,  and  every  other  neces- 
sary expense,  this  Committee  pledge  the  public  faith. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  ol  this  State  pay  to  Mr. 
Samuel  Townsend  and  Major  Lawrence  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds,  to  be  by  them  accounted  for  to  the  Conven- 
tion of  this  State. 

Bssolvcd  and  Ordered,  That  the  brigadier-generals  or 
commanding  oilicers  of  the  militia  in  the  counties  of  Orange, 
Ulster,  Westchester  and  Dutchess,  do  hold  their  militia  in 
readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning  with  five  days' 
provision,  and  as  much  ammunition  as  possible,  there  be- 
ing the  greatest  reason  to  imagine  that  the  whole  force  of 
this  Stale  may,  in  a  few  days,  be  wanted  to  repel  the  in- 
vasion of  our  merciless  and  tyrannical  enemy. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  transmit  certified  copies 
of  the  aforegoing  resolution,  to  the  brigadiers  oi  the  coun- 
ties therein  mentioned,  with  the  utmost  despatch. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Capt.  Sickles  and  12  men 
keep  guard  this  night  at  such  places  as  the  motions  of  the 
enemy  c.an  be  best  watched,  anil  that  he  make  return  to  this 
Committee  of  all  such  persons  who  shall  refuse  to  obey. 
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KING'S  BRIDGE, 

Augt.  30th,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  met. 

Pbisent — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  £sqr.  Chairman. 

Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Colo.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Du"i  ^Ir.  Bleecker. 

The  Committee  were  informed  that  the  Continental 
troops,  with  all  the  militia,  had,  by  order  of  Genl.  Wash- 
ington, left  Long  island  and  come  over  to  the  city. 

Thereupon  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  Genl.  Washington  was 
read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — In  our  way  to  Fishkills,  agreeable  to  an  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Convention,  we  are  informed  that  the  army  on 
Long  island  is  removed  to  the  city  of  New-York,  and 
anxiety  to  know  the  fact,  as  well  as  to  be  informed  whe- 
ther you  think  any  measures  necessary  for  us  to  take,  in- 
duces us  to  trouble  your  Excellency  at  this  time  for  an 
answer  hereto.  We  have  ordered  last  night  all  the  militia 
of  the  counties  of  Ulster,  Dutchess,  Orange  and  West- 
chester to  be  ready  on  a  minute's  warning  with  five  days' 
provisions.  We  shall  wait  the  return  of  our  messenger  at 
this  place,  and  are, 

"  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servt. 

"  By  order. 

"  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washikgtox." 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  copied,  and  transmitted  by 
express. 

A  letter  from  Brigadier-Genl.  Chnton,  dated  at  King's 
Bridge,  Augt.  30th,  1776,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"  Gentlemen — The  brigade  under  my  command  mur- 
mur extremely  for  want  of  the  remaining  bounty  due  to 
them.  It  is  my  opinion  that  when  they  are  mustered  by  the 
Continental  Muster-Master  that  there  will  be  no  deficiency 
in  the  muster-rolls  sworn  to  by  the  colonels  of  the  respec- 
tive regiments  and  returned  to  vonr  Convention  ;  I  tliere- 
forc  wish  most  earnestly  that  the  Convention  would  dis- 

f)cnse  with  that  part  of  the  resolution  witli  respect  to  the 
cvies  tiiat  relates  to  the  mode  of  mustering  my  brigade, 
as  it  is  very  uncertain  when  they  can  be  mustered  agreea- 
ble to  the  manner  therein  prescribed.  As  from  the  present 
situation  of  our  military  operations  it  is  extremely  proba- 
ble that  our  army  will  make  the  grand  stand  at  the  post  I 
occupy,  and  as  it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  that  har- 
mony should  prevail  amongst  the  troops,  I  flatter  myself 
the  Convcnlion  will  have  no  scruple  in  complying  with  my 
request.  I  shall  desire  General  Washington  to  liave  my 
brigade  mustered  as  soon  as  possible,  and  shall  make  a 
regular  return  to  the  Convention  of  the  whole  brigade. 
"  I  am,  gent,  your  most  obt.  servt. 

"  GEO.  CLINTON, 

"  Brigr.  Genl. 

"  The  Honble.  the  Convention  of  the 

State  of  N"ew-York." 

The  said  letter  being  immediately  taken  into  considera- 
tion, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State 
pay  to  Genl.  Clinton,  or  his  order,  the  sum  of  seven  thou- 
sand pounds,  and  that  Genl.  Clinton  account  for  the  same 
to  the  Convcnlion  or  a  future  Lejislature  of  this  Stale. 

Colo.  I'homas  informed  the  Commillee  that  he  had  in 
his  hands  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  pounds 
twelve  shillings,  being  part  of  the  interest  of  the  loan 
office  money  due  from  the  county  of  Westchester;  and 
prays  to  know  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  with  respect 
to  the  disposal  of  it.  Thereupon, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  said  Colo.  Thomas 
pay  the  above  sum  into  the  hands  of  the  President  of  this 
Committee,  and  that  the  President  give  his  receipt,  and 
pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  ;  and  that  ihis 
order  shall  be  considered  by  the  supervisors  of  Westches- 
ter county  as  a  voucher  for  the  sum  so  paid,  in  as  full  and 
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ample  manner,  as  if  the  same  had  been  paid  to  Abraham 
Lott,  Esqr.  the  late  Treasurer  of  this  State. 

Genl.  Clinton  informed  ilie  Committee  that  a  considera- 
ble number  of  the  cartridges  which  were  lately  ordered 
from  Mr.  Norwood's  store  in  New-York  to  his  encamp- 
ment were  damaged  by  the  rain  in  coming  up  the  river  to 
King's  Bridge,  and  prayed  to  know  the  sense  of  the  Com- 
mittee with  respect  to  the  disposal  of  them. 

Ordered,  That  Genl.  CI  inion  be  requested  to  send  ilic 
damaged  powder  contained  in  the  said  cartridues  to  ihe 
powder  mills  of  John  R.  Livingston,  Esqr.  in  DliIcIicss 
county,  who  is  desired  to  remanufacture  the  same,  and 
that  this  Committee  pledge  the  public  faith  for  defrnvni"- 
the  contingent  expenses. 

Captain  Bnnton  Payne's  examination  relative  to  John 
Woolly  being  taken,  is  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

"  The  examinant  having  observed  that  a  boat  went  from 
the  house  of  one  Woolly,  on  Long  island,  to  the  ships  of 
the  enemy,  took  with  him  a  parly  of  men  on  the  niglit  of 
the  29th  of  Augt.  inst.  and  crossed  the  Sound  to  ihe 
house  of  the  said  Woolly  ;  that  having  paraded  his  men  as 
they  were  going  toward  the  river,  they  were  met  by  John 
Woolly,  who  is  the  owner  of  the  above  mentioned  boat, 
as  this  examinant  has  been  informed,  and  another  person 
whose  name  he  has  forgot ;  tiiat  he  imagines  from  iheir 
conduct  that  they  mistook  him  for  a  person  belonging  to 
the  ships  ;  that  he  charged  him  with  having  been  on 
board  ;  that  Woolly  owned  he  had  been  on  board  but  al- 
ledged  that  he  had  been  taken  by  the  barge  of  the  ene- 
my's ships  ;  that  they  refused  lo  give  to  this  examinant 
any  information  of  the  state  of  the  shipping. 

(Signed,)  "BRINTON  PAYNE." 

Resolved,  That  Genl.  Clinton  be  requested  to  cause  fur- 
ther examinations  to  be  taken  relative  to  the  Captain  John 
Woolley  and  his  companions;  and  that  he  cause  the  said 
John  Woolley  and  the  person  apprehended  with  him  to  be 
sent  under  a  sufficient  gnard  to  Poughkeepsie  jail,  in  Dutch- 
ess county ;  and  that  a  copy  of  this  order,  sent  by  Genl. 
Clinton,  shall  be  a  sufficient  mittimus  to  the  jailor  of  the 
said  county. 

Mr.  Ebenezer  Hazard,  deputy  postmaster  for  the  New- 
York  department,  wailed  on  the  commillee  and  requested 
their  opinion  on  the  most  proper  place  of  safety  and  con- 
venience to  the  public  to  which  he  should  remove  his  office, 
as  an  invasion  of  the  city  of  New- York  is  hourly  expected  : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  of 
Safety  that  Mr.  Hazard,  postmaster  for  the  district  of  New- 
York,  should  immediately  remove  his  office  to  some  con- 
venient place  near  Dobbs'  ferry,  till  further  orders  from  the 
Posiiuasler-General. 

Whereas  the  Convention  have  granted  an  exemption 
from  military  duty  lo  Mr.  Charles  Shaw  :  And  wiieueas 
Richard  Morris,  Esqr.  is  exempted  therefrom  bv  his  com- 
mission, agreeable  to  the  regulation  of  the  militia  of  this 
State  :  Notwithstanding  which,  as  this  Committee  are  in- 
formed. Captain  Varian  insists  on  their  serving  in  the  mili- 
tia, this  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  Capt.  Varian  should, 
agreeable  lo  the  resolution  of  the  Convention  of  this  Slate, 
consider  the  said  Charles  Shaw  and  Richard  Jlorris  as  ex- 
empt from  military  duty,  and  that  a  contrary  conduct  will 
be  considered  as  a  high  contempt  of  the  authority  of  this 
Slate,  and  punished  as  such. 


AT  THE  HOUSE  OF  MR.  ODELL. 

Philipse's  Manor,  Augt.  3\st,  1776. 
The  Committee  met. 

Present — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  F.sq\iire,  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston, 
Mr.  UuLT,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Colo.  Van  Rensselaer. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  Washington,  dated  yesterday,  was 
received  and  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
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"jlugt.  30th,  1776. 

••Sir — Your  favour  of  this  date  is  just  come  to  hand. 
Circumstanced  as  tiiis  army  was  in  respect  to  situation, 
strength,  &c.  it  was  the  unanimous  advice  of  a  council  of 
General  officers  to  give  up  Long  island,  and  not  by  divid- 
ing our  force  be  unable  to  resist  the  enemy  in  any  one  point 
of  attack ;  this  reason,  added  to  some  oiliers,  particularly 
the  fear  of  having  our  communication  cut  off  troni  the  main 
(of  which  there  seemed  to  be  no  small  probability,)  and  the 
extreme  fatigue  our  troops  were  laid  under  in  guarding  such 
extensive  lines  without  proper  shelter  from  the  weather,  in- 
duced the  above  resolution. 

"It  is  the  most  intricate  thing  in  the  world,  sir,  to  know 
in  what  manner  to  conduct  one's  self  with  respect  to  the 
militia.  If  you  do  not  begin,  many  days  before  they  are 
wanted,  to  raise  them,  you  cannot  have  them  in  lime ;  if 

}rou  do  they  get  tired  and  return  ;  besides  being  under  very 
ittle  order  or  government  whilst  in  service.  However,  if 
the  enemy  have  a  design  of  serving  us  at  this  place,  as  we 
apprehend  they  meant  to  do  on  Long  island,  it  might  not  be 
improper  to  have  a  body  in  readiness  to  prevent  or  retard 
a  landing  of  them,  on  the  east  side  of  Harlem  river  if  need 
be.    In  haste,  and  not  a  little  fatigued, 

"I  remain  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obedt.  hble.  scrvt. 
"  GO.  WASHINGTON. 

"  The  Hon.  Abm.  Yates,  Esqr.  Presidt. 

of  the  Congress  of  the  Slate  of  New-Yoik." 

The  said  letter  was  immediately  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  the  Committee  came  into  the  following  resolution, 
to  wit : 

Whereas  from  the  operations  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
intelligence  lately  received,  there  is  strong  reason  to  think 
that  their  army  intend  to  make  a  landing  at  or  near  King's 
Bridge,  in  order  to  cut  off  the  communication  betwixt  New- 
York  island  and  the  main  : 

Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of  New- York  island  and 
those  parts  of  Weslchester  county,  which  are  most  expos- 
ed to  the  depredations  of  the  enemy,  do  forthwith  drive 
their  horned  cattle,  horses,  hogs  and  sheep  into  the  interior 
part  of  this  Slate  ;  and  that  Genl.  Washmgton  be  request- 
ed to  make  this  order  public,  and  to  give  all  possible  assis- 
tance in  carrying  it  into  execution  when  he  shall  think  ne- 
cessary. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Genl.  Washington,  in  answer  to 
his  received  this  day,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  tiie 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"Jugt.  31,  1776. 

•'  Sir — We  had  the  honour  of  your  Excellency's  letter 
of  yesterday,  and  see  the  weirrlit  of  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced you  to  quit  the  lines  on  Lone  island.  We  acknow- 
ledge the  difficulty  of  managing  the  militia  so  as  to  render 
them  useful,  which  is  in  some  measure  owing  to  their  be- 
ing ill  appointed  and  unused  to  camp,  and  of  consequence  j 
suffering  more  than  those  who  iiave  got  into  a  regular  way 
of  providing  against  inconveniences. 

"  We  are  so  fully  satisfied  of  the  enemy's  design  to  land 
above  New- York,  and  of  the  mischiefs  that  will  result 
therefrom,  that  we  can  not  by  any  means  advise  your  Ex- 
cellency to  trust  its  prevention  to  any  militia  which  we  can 
at  this  time  call  out,  who  after  the  great  drafts  we  iiave  al- 
ready made,  can  not  be  expeditiously  collected  well — ill 
armed,  and,  we  fear,  some  of  ihem  not  so  well  atiecled  as 
we  would  wish.  We  know  no  country  so  capable  of  be- 
ing defended  as  that  above  the  bridge;  should  the  enemy 
once  occupy  it,  we  have  reason  to  dread  the  consequences. 
We  take  the  hberty  to  hint  ilicse  things  to  your  Excellency, 
though  we  are  persuaded  they  have  not  escaped  your  ob- 
servation, in  order  to  convince  our  constituents,  and  the 
rest  of  the  Continent  engaged  in  the  same  cause,  that  we 
are  wiHing  to  make  any  sacrifices  whicii  the  general  mte- 
rest  demands. 

"  We  enclose  a  resolution  for  the  removal  of  the  cattle 
fifom  the  island  of  New- York,  which  your  Excellency  will 


cause  to  be  e.xecuted,  if  you  think  it  necessary,  as  we  have 
no  force  that  we  can  trust  with  its  execution. 

"  We  can  not  but  hope  that  the  Commissary  will  give 
every  relief  to  the  inhabitants,  by  purchasing  from  them  all 
the  slock  that  are  fit  for  the  use  of  the  army.  We  have 
directed  Col.  Smith  to  go  to  Long  island,  in  order  to  de- 
stroy the  cattle  which  will  otherwise  serve  as  a  supply  to 
the  enemy. 

"  If  by  calling  in  the  out-posts  the  force  of  our  army 
is  so  much  concentrated  that  any  part  of  them  could  safely 
be  spared,  we  are  fully  persuaded  that  .3,01)0  raniiers 
would  be  very  usefully  employed  on  Long  island,  and  not 
only  harass  the  enemy  but  prevent  their  foraginij,-  parlies 
from  ever  getting  beyond  the  plains,  which  extend  quite 
across  the  island,  and  by  that  means  save  at  least  iwo- 
thirds  of  it  from  the  enemy.  Your  Excellency  knows  how 
to  pardon,  on  the  score  of  our  anxiety  for  the  general  wel- 
fare, our  stepping  somewhat  out  of  the  regular  line,  and 
suggesting  such  ideas  as  our  knowledge  of  the  country  in- 
duces us  to  believe  useful. 

"  We  have  the  honour  to  be. 
'■  His  Excellency  Genl.  'Washington." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  tliereof  be  engrossed,  signed  by 
the  President,  and,  together  with  the  aforegoing  resolutions 
relative  to  the  driving  the  cattle  from  New-York  island,  be 
immediately  transmitted  by  express. 

Colo.  Jeromus  Remsen  followed  the  Committee  from 
Harlem,  and  requested  to  know  the  sense  of  the  Commit- 
tee relative  to  the  disposition  of  the  regiment  of  militia  un- 
der his  command,  and  lately  come  from  Lontr  island. 

After  mature  deliberation,  the  Committee  came  to  the 
following  resolutions,  to  wit : 

Whereas  Colo.  Remsen's  regiment  is  composed  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Kings  and  Queens  counties  which  said  coun- 
ties are  at  present  occupied  by  the  enemy  :  And  whekeas 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Representatives  of  this  State  diluieiuly 
to  watch  over  the  safety  of  their  constituents,  and  to  pre- 
vent their  falling  into  the  hands  of  a  tyrannical  enemy  who 
may  compel  them  to  bear  arms  against  their  country  : 
Therefore, 

Resulted,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  such  of 
the  said  militia,  who  are  attached  to  the  cause  of  this  invad- 
ed country,  to  form  themselves  into  companies,  consisting 
of  one  captain,  one  lieutenant,  one  ensign,  three  sergeants, 
three  corporals,  one  drum,  one  fife  and  fifty  privates. 

Resolved,  That  these  companies  be  commanded  by  the 
same  colonel,  captains  and  subalterns,  under  whom  ihey 
have  hitherto  served  ;  and  in  case  any  officer  or  officers 
should  decline  accepting  his  or  their  commissions,  the 
same  should  be  tendered  to  the  next  commisioned  oliicers 
in  rank,  till  the  whole  companies  are  properly  officered  ; 
and  that  in  case  from  the  decline  of  a  sufficient  number  oif 
officers  to  accept  commissions  there  should  be  any  vacan- 
cies, the  company  where  such  vacancy  may  be  shall  no- 
minate an  officer  to  whom  the  Convention  of  this  State 
will  grant  a  commission  whenever  the  said  nomination 
shall  be  approved  of  by  Brigadier-General  WoodhuU  and 
Colo.  Remsen. 

Rpsohed,  That  these  troops  when  raised  shall  be  entitled 
to  Continental  pay  and  rations,  with  a  bounty  of  four 
pounds  to  each  man  on  passing  muster,  and  that  they  con- 
tinue in  service  till  the  last  day  of  December  next ;  and 
that  if  any  men  should  choose  to  enlist  for  the  space  of 
three  years,  or  during  the  war,  they  shall  receive  a  bounly 
of  twenty  dollars  per  man  on  passing  muster. 

Resolved,  That  each  man  furnish  himself  with  a  good 
gun,  or  musket,  cartouch  box  or  bullet  pouch,  a  blanket 
and  knapsack,  and  every  six  men  with  a  put  or  camp  kettle. 

Resolved  and.  Ordered.,  That  Colo.  Remsen,  with  his 
regiment  of  militia,  join  Genl.  Clinton  at  King's  Bridge 
till  further  order  from  the  Convention,  or  Conmiittee  of 
Safety  of  this  State ;  and  that  he  be  authorized  to  grant 
furloughs  to  such  of  his  militia,  of  whose  attachment  to  the 
American  cause  he  is  well  assured,  to  visit  or  remove  their 
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families  from  Long  island.  Provided  always,  that  no  man 
obliining  such  furlough  be  permitted  to  carry  his  arms 

^^%esolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  President  pay  lo  Colo. 
Remsen  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  pounds 
twelve  shillings,  in  payment  of  the  pay  due  to  his  regi- 
ment of  militia,  taking  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Which  said  sum  the  President  immediately  paid  to  Colo. 
Remsen  in  presence  of  the  Commiltee. 

A  letter  from  Roht.  G.  Livingston,  dated  at  Newark, 
Au^t.  the  27th,  1776,  setting  forth  that  Captain  Anthony 
Rutgers  refuses  lo  receive  from  him  in  payment  Continen- 
tal money,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  he  referred  to  the  Con- 
Tcnlion. 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  Croton  river,  at  the  house 
of  Jno.  Blagge. 

The  Committee  taking  into  consideration  the  necessity 
of  having  the  earliest  intelligence,  came  to  the  following 
resolution,  to  wit : 

As  in  the  present  alarming  situation  of  affairs  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  the  Convention  of  this  Stale  should  have  the 
earliest  intelligence  from  the  northern  and  southern  armies, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hazard,  postmaster  for  the  New- 
York  department,  be  requested  to  direct  the  post  between 
New-York  and  Albany  to  ride  for  the  present  time  on  the 
east  side  of  Hudson's  river  weekly  ;  and  that  a  letter  be 
written  to  the  Postmaster-General  on  this  subject,  inform- 
ing him  of  the  reasons  on  which  this  resolution  is  founded. 

Colonel  Van  Cortlandt  introduced  a  letter  from  James 
Teller,  which  was  read.    Thereupon  it  was 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that 
Mr.  James  Teller  is  entitled  to  the  rank  of  captain.  And 

Ordered,  That  he  join  Genl.  Clinton's  brigade  with  all 
possible  despatch  ;  and  that  he  apply  to  Colo.  Thomas  for 
the  first  moiety  of  bounty  due  to  his  men,  showing  him 
this  resolution. 


FISHKILL,  IN  DUTCHESS  COUNTY. 

September  the  2nd,  1776. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met. 

pBCsF.NT — .\braham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  Presidt. 
Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Daer,  Colo.  Van  Rensselaer — Committee 
tttmbcTt. 

Mr.  Duane,  Colo.  Livingston,  Mr.  Cujier,  General  Ten  Broeck. 

Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  informed  the  Committee  that 
he  had  received  intelligence  that  the  garrisons  in  forts  Con- 
stitution and  JIoniKomerie  were  ill  armed  and  otherwise  in 
a  situation  ill  calculated  to  annoy  the  enemy. 

The  Committee  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  came 
to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  (jcnoral  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr. 
Cuyler  and  Colo.  Livnigston,  be  a  committee  to  visit  forts 
Constitution  and  Montszomerie,  and  that  they  report  with 
all  possible  despatch  the  state  of  the  works,  the  number 
and  health  of  tlie  soldiers,  the  condition  and  number  of 
their  arms,  the  quantity  of  ammunition,  ball,  &;c.  the  num- 
ber of  gunners,  matrosses,  iScc.  and  every  other  matter 
which  may  tend  to  give  to  the  Convention  of  this  State  a 
full  and  clear  view  of  these  important  fortresses. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  show  General  Clin- 
ton a  copy  of  the  above  resolution,  and  tliat  they  request 
him  to  give  all  possible  assistance  in  carrying  the  same 
into  execution. 

FisHKiLL,  P.  M.  September  the  2nd,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  met. 

Peksent — Abraham  Yates,  Jur.  Esqr.  Presidt. 

Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Colo.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr  Boer— 0/  the  Com- 
wtittu. 


Mr.  Stephens,  Mr.  Sessions — Members  for  Cumberland  covntu. 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Veder— /■'or  Ti-yon  counti/. 
Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Ads^ate— >'.)r  jllbnny  cuunlij. 
Colo.  Williams,  Mr.  Webster— I'or  Charlotte  county. 

A  member  informed  the  Coininittce  that  a  numl)cr  of  in- 
digent infirm  persons  who  had  been  sent  out  of  the  citv  of 
New-York  by  the  committee  for  that  purpose  :ii-puimcd. 
have  been  on  board  a  sloop  at  Fishkill  Landinz  S  or  'J  davs- 
and  that  they  complained  much  of  their  di.stre.ssed  situation. 
Whereupon  it  was 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Peter  MurOjrd,  actino- 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  Rumboui  jirucinct,  be  re- 
quested to  attend  this  Committee  at  9  o'clock  tu-morrow 
morning. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  furnish  him  with  a  copy 
of  this  order. 


TUESDAY,  A.  M. 
Fishkill,  September  the  3d,  1776. 
The  Committee  met. 

Present — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  Presidt. 

Mr.  Duer,  Colo.  Van  Rensselaer,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Sclienk — 
0/  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Conline,  Colo.  'Williams,  Mr.  Adfate,  Mr. 
Harper,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Sessions,  Major  Lockwood. 
Mr.  Sacket,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Smith,  Colo.  Dewit. 

Mr.  Murford,  the  deputy  chairman  of  Rumboiit  precinct, 
pursuant  to  the  order  of  yesterday,  attended,  lie  informed 
the  Commiltee  of  Safety  that  by  reason  of  his  absence  the 
said  committee  had  not  met  till  yesterday,  that  tliey  have 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  devising  means  to  provide 
for  the  indigent  persons  now  at  Capt.  Bushe's  landing,  and 
lately  sent  from  iNevv-York  by  order  of  that  committee,  and 
that  some  part  of  the  committee  of  Rumhout  are  to  meet 
this  afternoon,  on  that  service. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Schenk  give  liis  aid  to  the  said 
committee,  in  placing  the  said  poor  agreeable  to  their  me- 
rits, and  a  maintenance  supplied  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  .State,  pay  to  Pe- 
ter Montfort,  Esqr.  deputy  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
Rumbout  precinct,  on  his  receipt,  the  sum  of  one  iiiindred 
pounds  on  account,  to  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  poor  lately  sent  from  the  city  of  New-York  lo  FishkiU 
landing,  the  committee  to  be  accountable,  and  render  an 
account  of  the  disposition  and  expenditure  of  that  money. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  Washington  was  received  and  read, 
to  wit : 

"New-York,  Septr.  1st,  1776. 

"  Sir — I  was  yesterday  honoured  with  your  fivour  of 
that  date,  and  should  have  answered  it  by  the  return  of  the 
person  who  brought  it,  had  I  not  been  engaged  then  in  a 
multiplicity  of  business,  which  occasioned  me  to  forget  it 
till  he  was  gone. 

"  In  respect  to  the  cattle  on  this  island,  I  shall  desire  the 
commissary  to  purchase  as  many  of  tlieni  from  the  inha- 
bitants as  he  can  conveniently,  and  v>fiil  afford  every  assis- 
tance the  situation  of  affairs  will  admit  of,  to  have  the  re- 
mainder secured.  liul  as  to  tho.se  on  Long  island,  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  take  any  measures,  or  give  any  assis- 
tance, to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands. 

"  I  am  persuaded  the  number  of  rangers  you  mention 
were  they  to  exert  themselves,  might  be  of  service,  and 
annoy  the  foraging  parties  of  llie  enemy  not  a  little.  But, 
sir,  I  cannot  spare  any  men  for  that  purpose.  Though  our 
force  is  called  in  from  the  outposts,  and  collected  upon  this 
island,  yet  it  will  not  be  more  than  competent  to  the  defence 
of  the  several  lines  necessary  to  be  maintained.  Nor  is  it 
perhaps  so  great  by  any  means  as  common  estimation  and 
report  make  it. 

"  I  am  extremely  obliged  by  your  opinion  on  the  de- 
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fencible  slate  of  the  grounds  above  King's  Bridge,  though 
they  had  not  escaped  my  observation  ;  their  innportancc  I 
am  fully  sensible  of,  and  as  far  as  the  critical  situation  of 
things  will  allow,  their  defence  shall  be  attended  to,  lo  pre- 
vent, if  possible,  the  enemy  from  possessing  them. 

"  1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
"  Very  respectfully,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obedt.  servt. 
"  GO.  WASHINGTON. 

"  P.  S. — As  the  posts  at  King's  Bridge  arc  of  such  great 
importance,  I  think  it  will  be  well  and  extremely  necessary 
to  be  favoured  with  your  friendly  exertions  in  affording 
every  aid  in  your  power  for  their  defence.  Cannot  some 
more  militia  be  prevailed  on  to  give  their  assistance,  and 
in  whom  you  can  confide  ?  I  will  not  enlarge,  being  fully 
assured  you  will  do  all  you  can." 

Ordered,  That  Major  Lockwood  proceed  immediately 
to  Westchester  county,  or  elsewhere,  and  endeavour  to  see 
Colo.  Smith  and  Colo.  Remsen,  in  order  to  obtain  intelli- 
gence from  them  of  the  state  of  their  respective  regiments  ; 
and  that  he  be  empowered  to  order  the  said  rerrimcnts  to 
repair  to  Genl.  Clinton's  encampment  at  King's  Bridge,  in 
case  Colo.  Smith  finds  it  impracticable,  from  the  disposition 
of  his  troops,  or  other  circumstances,  to  transport  tliein  to 
Long  island;  and  that  he  inform  Colo.  Smith  in  confidence 
that  means  have  been  devised,  and  are  now  actually  carry- 
ing into  execution  to  give  him  assistance  in  opposing  the 
enemy  on  Long  island.  And, 

Resolved^  That  Major  Lockwood  be  empowered  to  im- 
press horses  wherever  he  may  have  occasion  for  the  same, 
to  expedite  his  journey. 

Whereas  the  Committee  of  Safety  have  received  infor- 
mation that  the  regiments  of  levies  commanded  by  Colo. 
Smith,  are  either  dispersed,  or  have  been  disbanded  with- 
out the  permission  of  this  State,  and  that  sundry  men  in 
Colo.  Remsen's  regiment  of  Kings  and  Queens  county 
militia,  have  been  suffered  to  disperse,  and  lake  their  arms 
with  them,  contrary  to  an  express  order  from  this  commit- 
tee. Therefore, 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  Genl.  Clinton  be  request- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  such  intelligence,  and  that  in 
case  he  finds  the  same  true,  that  he  be  authorized  to  use 
the  most  effectual  means  of  apprehending  and  detaining  as 
many  of  the  said  levies  and  militia  as  possible,  even  if  they 
produce  passes,  till  further  order  of  the  Convention  or  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  this  State,  it  being  of  the  utmost 
consequence  to  the  public  safely  that  so  large  a  number  of 
armed  men  should  not  be  added  to  the  enemy's  power  on 
Long  island. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
committees  of  Westchester,  Horseneck,  Stamford  and  Nor- 
walk,  diligently  to  watch  all  boats  passing  from  the  main 
to  Long  island,  and  to  suffer  no  soldier  belonging  to  any 
regiment  in  the  service  of  this  State  to  pass  over  to  Lone 
island  armed,  even  though  he  should  produce  an  officer's 
pass;  and  that  Major  Lockwood  be  requested  and  autho- 
rized lo  forward  copies  of  this  resolve  to  the  said  commit- 
tees respectively  by  express,  if  he  finds  that  Colo.  Siiiiih's 
and  Remsen's  regiments  are  either  dispersed  or  disbanded, 
and  have  received  no  orders  to  rendezvous  on  Long  island. 

Mr.  Gerardus  Bancker  informed  a  member  of  the  Con- 
vention, that  on  Saturday  last  at  the  While  Plains,  he  heard 
Manning  Bull  say  that  Bngadier-General  WoodhuU  was 
taken  prisoner  on  Long  island,  and  that  soon  alter,  on  ihc 
same  day,  he  heard  Doctor  Robt.  Graliam  say  the  same. 

In  consequence  of  the  said  information,  suspicion  arose 
in  the  minds  of  the  members  whether  a  correspondence  is 
not  kept  up  between  some  person  or  persons  in  Westches- 
ter county  and  the  enemy  on  Long  island. 

Thereupon  a  letter  was  written  lo  ihe  committee  of  West- 
chester county,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir— This  committee  have  been  informed  that  Doctor 
Graham  and  Manning  Bull  had  very  early  intelligence  of 
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General  Woodhull's  being  taken  prisoner  on  Long  island. 
We  are  apprehensive  that  a  correspondence  is  kepi  up  be- 
tween those  persons  or  some  other  in  your  county  and  the 
enemy.  You  are,  therefore,  earnestly  requested  to  make 
strict  inquiry  into  this  matter,  by  inquiring  of  wlium  they 
had  their  information,  and  report  your  proceedings  v.  hli  all 
possible  despatch.  You  will  be  pleased  likewise  to  trans- 
mit lo  this  Committee  or  the  Convention  your  proceed)M;;s 
in  the  affair  of  Lownsbury,  as  also  the  commission  arid 
other  papers  found  upon  him. 

"  We  are,  &c. 

"  To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 

of  Westchester  county." 

A  letter  from  Philip  Livingston,  Esqr.  one  of  our  Dele- 
gates at  Continental  Congress,  was  received  and  read,  and 
IS  m  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Phila.  30th  Jugt.  177G. 

"  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  June. 

"  Sir — Your  favour,  dated  the  28th,  came  to  hand  by 
the  post,  who  returned  before  we  had  any  opportunity  to 
apply  to  Congress  as  you  desired ;  the  application  was 
immediately  agreed  to,  and  their  resolve  to  employ  the 
blacksmiths  (who  are  now  engaged  in  building  the  trigates) 
for  the  purpose  of  obstructing  the  navigation  of  Hudson's 
river,  is  here  enclosed.  We  wish  much  lo  hear  from  you 
what  is  done  in  that  affair,  and  what  more  is  proposed  to 
be  done.  The  advices  from  New-York  respecting  the  at- 
tack of  the  British  troops  on  our  army  on  Long  island,  are 
very  various  and  uncertain.  We  could  wish  lo  hear  from 
you  as  often  as  time  will  permit ;  our  anxiety,  as  you  may 
easily  judge,  is  not  small,  and  particular  accounts  as  often 
as  possible  would  be  very  agreeable  ;  many  particulars  that 
most  chiefly  concern  us  as  members  of  your  State,  and  are 
more  interesting  now  than  ever,  we  are  not  informed  of. 
We  know  you  are  much  engaged  in  affairs  of  the  greatest 
moment,  but  perhaps  one  of  your  Secretaries  may  find 
time  to  despatch  us  a  few  lines  every  day  or  two. 

"  A  considerable  number  of  troops  have  since  Tuesday 
marched  from  here  lo  Amboy,  say  about  three  thousand, 
and  as  man}'  more  will  probably  be  despatched  within  one 
week  more.  Mr.  Lewis  and  Colo.  Floyd  beg  to  assure 
you  that  they  are,  as  well  as  the  subscriber, 
"  Sir,  your  most  obcdt.  servant, 

"  PHIL.  LIVINGSTON." 

A  resolution  of  Congress,  enclosed  in  and  of  the  same 
date  with  the  aforegoing,  v/as  also  read,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"  Continental  Congress,  \ 
"  .4ug(.  30,  1776.  S 

"  The  Convention  of  New-York  having  represented 
that,  for  want  of  blacksmiths,  they  are  greatly  delayed  in 
obstructins  the  passage  of  Hudson's  river,  which  is  an  ob- 
ject of  great  importance  : 

"Resolved,  'I'liat  the  Convention  of  New- York  be  em- 
powered to  employ  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  black- 
smiths that  are  now  engaged  in  building  the  Continental 
frigates  at  Pounhkcepsie. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  transmit  a  copy  of  the 
said  resolution  to  the  secret  committee  without  delay." 

P.  M.  September  3rd.  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pkese-st— Abraham  Yates,  Esqr.  Presidt. 

Mr.  Duer,  Colo.  Van  CorUandt,  Colo.  Van  Ri.nsselaer,  Major  Schenk 
(of  tlie  Committee  of  Safety)  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  I  larpur— i'or  jVcio- 
i'ork. 

Mr  Sacket,  Colo.  Hoffman— For  Ihttckess. 

Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Ad?ate,  Mr.  Ten  Brocck— For  Mbany. 

Judge  Graham — Westchester. 

Mr.  Smith— i^'or  Suffolk.  -  ' 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Veder— for  Tryon.  . 

Colo.  Dewit— for  Ulster. 

-Major  Webster,  Colo.  Willinms—f  or  C/iar/o(/e. 

Mr.  Stephens,  Mr.  Sessions — For  Cumberland.  '. 
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It  being  suggested  that  the  military  stores  of  lead,  &c. 
belonci'ig"^"  State,  and  which  were  lately  by  order  of 
the  Convention  sent  to  the  White  Plains,  in  Westchester 
county,  are  in  danger,  fronn  the  number  of  disatiecied  per- 
sons in  that  county,  of  being  destroveil ;  iliereupon  ilie 
Committee  came  to  the  following  delormination,  to  wit : 

Whereas  this  Committee  have  reason  to  think  that  the 
stores  belonging  to  this  Slate,  which  are  stored  in  West- 
chester county,  are  by  no  means  secure  Irom  the  designs 
of  our  open  or  secret  enemies.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  cliairman  of  the  committee  of  West- 
chester county  deliver  to  the  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  John  Cre- 
gier,  all  the  stores  belonging  to  this  State,  and  lately  sent 
10  be  stored  in  the  said  county  by  order  of  the  Convention 
of  this  State.  And  Mr.  Cregier  is  hereby  requested  and 
authorized  to  convey  the  same  to  the  landing  at  Tarry 
Town,  and  from  thence  by  water  to  the  Fishkill  Landing. 

Resolved  farther,  That  the  said  committee  be  requested 
to  furnish  a  proper  guard  over  the  said  stores  until  the  ar- 
rival thereof  at  the  Fishkills  as  aforesaid  ;  and  also  that 
ihey  afford  Mr.  Cregier  all  the  aid  in  their  power  in  the 
execution  of  this  business  :  And 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Convention  ad- 
Tance  to  Mr.  John  Cregier  the  sum  of  sixty  dollars  to  en- 
aBle  him  to  pay  the  expenses  of  transporting  the  stores  be- 
longing to  this  State  from  Westchester  county  to  the  Fish- 
kill  Landing,  and  take  his  receipt  to  account  for  the  same. 


DIE  MERCURII,  9  ho.  a.  m. 

Sepl.  4ih,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  £sqr. 

Mr.  Robt  Harper,  Mr.  Evert  Bancker,  Mr.  James  Du.-tne — New- 
York. 

Mr.  Sacket,  Colo.  Hoffman — Dutches. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Abra.  Yates,*  Mr.  .\ilgate,  Colo.  Van  Rensselaer,*  Mr.  John 
Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Colo.  Livingston,  Genl.  Ten  Broeck— .4/- 
4any. 

Major  Webster,  Colo.  Williams,  Mr.  Dxiet'— Charlotte. 
Mr.  Wm.  Smith— Su^o/fc. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Allison.  Mr.  Jos.  Smith— Oranje. 

Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Colo.  Dewitt,  Mr.  Tappen— i:,7i/er. 

Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,*  Judge  Graham — Westchester. 

The  names  marked  with  an  asterisk  are  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safctj. 

"The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  of  the  Convention  of  this  State  relative 
to  the  calling  out  the  militia  of  Westchester,  Oranse, 
Dutchess  and  Ulster,  and  the  consideration  of  General 
Washington's  letter  of  Sept.  the  1st,  report  that  they  have 
maturely  con.-sidercd  the  state  of  the  counties  of  Orange, 
Dutchess,  Westchester  and  Ulster,  both  with  respect  to 
their  militia  and  the  nmnlier  of  disaffected  persons  in  the 
said  couniies,  and  upon  the  whole,  are  of  opinion  that  it 
will  not  be  for  the  safety  of  this  State  or  die  general  inte- 
rest of  America  to  order  out  any  more  of  the  militia  from 
the  said  counties ;  and  they  submit  to  this  Committee  of 
Safety  the  following  reasons,  among  others,  which  have 
induced  them  to  form  this  opinion  : 

"  1st.  That  from  the  best  information  they  have  been 
able  to  obtain,  the  number  of  armed  and  well  affected  mi- 
litia in  the  said  counties  do  not  exceed  three  thousand  one 
hundred  ;  the  number  of  disarmed  and  disalTccted  persons 
2,300  ;  and  the  number  of  slaves  2,300  ;  fmm  a  compari- 
son of  these  numbers,  and  from  our  linn  opinion  that  the 
disaffected  only  wait  an  opportunity  of  rising  ;  that  Gene- 
ral Howe  is  actually  endeavouring  to  enlist  men  in  most 
of  those  counties,  and  that  our  enemies  would  not  scruple 
to  stir  up  our  slaves  to  bear  arms  against  us,  it  would  be 


extremely  hazardous  to  the  internal  peace  of  the  snij 
counties  to  draw  out  at  present  any  more  of  their  iniliii.i. 

"  2nd.  That  from  the  sitiKition  of  the  county  of  We-^t- 
chester,  which  borders  both  on  the  Sound  anil  Iliulsnn's 
river,  and  the  counties  of  Dutchess,  Ulster  and  Oranj^e, 
on  the  North  river  (the  channel  of  which  wc  have  no  rea- 
son to  ihink  sutficiently  obstructed)  iho  enemy  miLdii  land 
to  the  northward  of  our  posts  at  King's  liriiii'e,  and  t:ike 
possession  of  those  counties  without  any  possibility  of  a 
resistance  from  the  militia. 

"  3rdly.  That  from  the  want  of  tents  or  suincicnt 
houses,  the  militia  would  be  extremely  exposed  to  the  in- 
clemencies of  weatlier  and  other  hardships,  which  added 
to  the  arts  of  the  tories  in  the  construing  into  a  dcfea'  the 
late  prudent  retreat  from  Long  island,  and  the  prc-cni  in- 
convenient season  of  the  year,  would,  we  fear,  prove  too 
severe  a  trial  for  the  virtue  and  patriotism  of  common  sol- 
diers, and  disgust  them  so  as  to  prevent  their  being  of  ser- 
vice to  the  State  on  a  still  more  critical  occasion. 

"  This  appears  to  have  been  lately  the  case  both  of  the 
militia  and  new  levies  on  Nassau  island.  They,  therefore, 
submit  it  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Committee  of  Safely,  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  advisable  to  send  an  express  immedi- 
ately to  General  Washington,  informing  him,  from  the  rea- 
sons above  mentioned,  of  our  inability  to  call  forth  at  pre- 
sent any  more  of  the  militia  of  the  said  counties  ;  assunnii 
him,  nevertheless,  that  the  whole  militia  of  these  counties 
who  are  armed,  shall  be  ready  to  march  on  the  earliest  no- 
tice, whenever  they  receive  orders  from  either  himself  or 
Genl.  Clinton,  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  such  march.'' 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  of  Safety  does  agree 
with  their  sub-coinmittee  in  the  said  report.  And, 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  prepared  and  certified, 
to  be  forwarded  to  General  Washini;ton. 

Ordered,  That  His  Excellency  General  Wasliinijton's 
letter  of  the  first  instant  be  recommitted  to  the  former  com- 
mittee, with  the  addition  of  Judge  Graham. 

Die  Mercurii,  4  ho.  P.  M.  Sept.  4th,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PazsENT — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esquire,  President. 
Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Duane — IVew-York. 
Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,*  Judge  Graham — Westchester. 
Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Ab.  Yates,*  Mr.  Adgate,  Colo.  Van  Rensselaer,*  Mr.  Jno.  Tea 
Broeck,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Colo.  Livingston — jilbany. 
Mr.  Wm.  Sm\lh— Suffolk. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  .Allison,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith — Orange. 
Colo.  De  Wilt,  Mr.  Tappen— [//srer. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Newkerk— Tri/on. 

."Mr.  Sackett,  Major  Schenk*— ZJw^cftcs. 

Major  Webster,  Colo.  Williams,  Mr.  Uuer* — Charlotte. 

N.  B.  Those  gentlemen  whose  names  are  marked  with  asterisks,  are 
a  quorum  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  His  Excellency  General  Washing- 
ton, to  accompany  the  report  of  the  sub-cominiltec  of  this 
Committee  on  His  Excellency's  letter  of  the  first  instant, 
was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

"  Sir — I  enclose  to  your  Excellency,  by  order  of  tlie 
Committee  of  Safety,  a  copy  of  a  report  which  relates  to 
a  part  of  your  letter  of  the  first  instant,  respecting  llie  call- 
ing out  more  of  the  militia  of  tins  State,  lor  the  purpose  of 
reinforcing  the  posts  at  King's  Bridge. 

"  It  is  with  extreme  concern  that  tlic  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty see  their  inability  to  assist  further  in  mainiaining  the  im- 
portant posts  ;  they  flatter  themselves  that  the  reasons 
which  they  have  offered,  will  apjiear  as  satisfactory  to  your 
Excellency  as  they  did  to  the  Committee. 

"  I  am,  however,  directed  to  assure  your  Excellency, 
that  the  whole  militia  of  the  counties  of  Ulster,  Orange, 
Dutchess  and  Westchester,  shall  be  ready  to  march  when- 
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ever  your  Excellency  or  General  Clinton  shall  think  it  ab- 
solutely necessary  ;  and  to  inform  you  tliat  the  Comnuttec 
of  Safety  will  immediately  exert  themselves  in  arminif  witii 
lances  all  such  of  the  well  affected  militia  as  are  at  present 
destitute  of  firearms. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  most  respectfully, 

"  Sir,  your  most  obedient  lium.  seivant. 
"  To  His  Excellency." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  be  engrossed, 
and  signed  by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Whereas  many  of  the  militia  of  tlic  different  counties 
in  this  State,  who  are  well  affected  to  the  American  cause, 
are  not  supplied  with  firearms  :  And  whereas  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Convention  of  this  State,  at  tliis  critical  period, 
to  arm  the  whole  militia  in  such  a  manner  as  may  prove 
most  formidable  to  our  inveterate  and  tyrannical  enemies  : 
Therefore, 


Resolved  unanimously.  That  persons  be  appointed  m 
the  counties  of  Westchester,  Orancjo,  Dutchess,  Ulster  and 
Albany,  for  the  purpose  of  procuriurr  four  lliousaud  lances 
to  be  made  with  the  utmost  expedition,  agreeable  to  such 
models  as  shall  be  sent  to  the  respective  counties. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  following  porsnns  be 
appointed  to  procure  the  following  proportion  of  l.uicts  af- 
fixed to  their  respective  names  m  the  counties  iimJcr  men- 
tioned, and  that  this  Convention  will  pay  all  tlie  necessary 
charges  for  carrying  this  resolve  into  execution  : 

In  the  county  of  Albany — Hermanns  Wendell  and  Richd.  Kssels- 

tine,  Ebqrs  

In  Ulster  county — Uirck  Wynkoop  and  Robert  Boyii,  K-.(|rs  «0O 

In  Ornn^-e  county— Henry  Wisner  and  Joseph  Smith,  Esqrs   .vyo 

In  Westchester  county — Stephen  Ward,  William  Milbr  and  Thad- 

dcus  Crane,  Esqrs  

In  Dutches  county — James  Weeks,  William  Cushman  and  Natha- 
niel Foster,   stK) 

Lances   4000 
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DIE  JOVIS,  9  HO.  A.  M. 

Sept.  5th,  1776. 

The  Convention  of  this  State  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment in  the  Episcopal  church  at  Fishkill. 

Pruent — Abraham  Yatzs,  Junr.  Esquire. 

Mr.  EoBT.  H.\EPER,  Mr.  Dl-ane,  Mr.  Bancker— For  Xeic-York. 

Mr.  Sackett,  Doctr.  Crane,  Mr.  H.  Sciienk — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Ab.  Yates,  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cuyi.er,  Colo.  Livi.vg. 
8T0N,  Mr.  Abgate,  Mr.  Johx  Ten  Broeck,  Colo.  Van  Re.ssselaer — 
Albany. 

Mt.  DuER,  Major  Webster,  Colo.  Wiluams— Charlotte. 
Mr.  Wm.  Smrn— Suffolk. 

Colo.  Vam  Cortlandt,  Judge  Graha.m,  Mr.  Haviland — IVestches- 
Ur. 

Mi.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Tappen— ij7iie7-. 

Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Jos.  S.mith,  Mr.  Wisner— Orange. 

This  church  being  very  foul  with  the  dung  of  doves  and 
fowls,  without  any  benches,  seats  or  other  conveniences 
whatever,  wiiich  renders  it  unfit  for  the  use  of  this  Con- 
vention. Therefore  they  unanimously  agreed  to  adjourn 
to  the  Dutch  church  in  this  village,  and  adjourned  to  the 
sanne  accordingly. 

The  Convention  met  at  the  Dutch  church  at  the  Fish 
Kill  pursuant  to  the  above  adjournnnent. 
Pkesent — The  President  and  Representatives  above  named. 

Colo.  De  Witt,  from  the  committee  appointed  yester- 
day, to  consider  of  and  report  on  the  difficulties  stated  on 
behalf  of  the  committee  ot  Kingston  about  the  sale  of  tea 
and  the  removal  of  the  prisoners  of  war  now  at  Kingston, 
reported  the  following  resolution  and  draft  of  a  letter, 
which  were  respectively  read,  and  agreed  to,  vizt : 

"  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this 
State  advance  to  Colo.  De  Wilt  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  Kingston  in  Ulster  county,  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  the  prisoners  of  war  now  at  King- 
ston, to  Morris  county  in  New-Jersey ;  and  the  said 
chairman  is  hereby  ordered  to  transmit  to  the  Convention 
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of  this  State  a  regular  account  of  the  expenditure  of  this 
money." 

The  draft  of  the  letter  to  the  committee  of  Kmcston 
was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  followintr,  to 
wit : 

"  The  Convention  having  it  in  contemplation  to  pass  a 
general  resolve  respecting  the  tea  within  tins  Sinte,  a  com- 
mittee for  that  purpose  was  appointed  a  lew  davs  l)el'orc 
we  adjourned  from  Haerlem  to  this  place,  but  as  several 
of  the  gentlemen  appointed  of  that  commiliee  are  not  yet 
arrived,  tlie  Convention  is  prevented  from  completing  that 
business  ;  I  am  therefore  directed  to  acc[uaint  you  that  the 
Convention  expect  you  will  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to 
keep  peace  and  good  order  amongst  you,  till  such  resolu- 
tions are  passed,  in  the  best  manner  you  can. 

"  The  old  parols,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  resolve  of 
the  Continental  Congress  respecting  prisoners  which  were 
omitted  at  the  time  when  the  blanks  were  sent,  you  h,^^e 
here  enclosed ;  also  a  resolve  to  defray  the  expense  of 
their  removal. 

"  I  am  your  very  humble  servant, 

"  By  order. 

"  To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Committee  at  Kingston." 
Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  be  engrosst-d, 
and  signed  by  the  President,  and  together  with  a  copy  '  ' 
the  afoiegoing  resolution,  transmitted  to  the  coiumiitfc  at 
Kingston. 

John  Woolley  being  examined,  says  he  was  on  hoard 
of  the  British  ships  once  lately  ;  that  he  was  cirricii  on 
board  against  his  consent,  and  by  violence  ;  tliat  v.\i<  h.i[>- 
pencd  on  last  Wednesday  a  week,  about  noon,  uru;cr  ir.c 
shore  of  Nassau  island  opposite  to  Frog's  point ;  in, -.t  two 
ships  were  there,  one  named  the  Bloom,  as  appcarcJ  by 
the  name  on  the  stern  ;  that  he  went  to  bnna  a  i'ont  home 
to  be  unrigged,  and  by  that  means  was  taken  ;  liiat  he 
was  not  ill  treated  on  board  the  ship,  and  his  boat  was  re- 
turned, the  reason  whereof  was,  he  believes,  that  his 
brother  had  been  on  board,  and  has  been  a  warm  partizan 
for  the  British  fleet  and  army  ;  that  he  could  have  gone  on 
board  frequently  if  he  had  chose  it ;  that  he  did  not  mean 
to  join  the  enemy ;  that  a  brother  of  his,  the  examinant. 


.i'l  o  I T  M  a  moo 
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vas  with  him  when  he  was  taken  ;  that  he  was  asked  on 
board  if  he  could  furnish  ihem  wiih  provisions,  or  if  they 
could  be  supplied  in  the  neighbourhood?  lliat  he  answered 
in  the  negative,  and  told  ihem  the  cattle  were  all  drove 
off;  that  he  did  not  learn  any  of  the  designs  of  the  ene- 
my, but  heard  some  of  the  soldiers  say  that  they  expected 
a  large  reinforcement  of  20,000  men  ;  that  he  is  an  asso- 
ciator ;  that  his  father  owned  the  boat  he  went  for  ;  that 
Philip  Wooley  was  with  him  when  he  was  taken  ;  that 
they  called  him  a  rebel  when  he  was  taken  ;  that  he  saw 
Isaac  Barns  from  the  New  City  island  in  Westchester 
county  on  board,  and  also  two  negroes  belonging  to  Henry 
Allen. 

John  Wooley  withdrew. 

Major  Thorne,  of  Queens  county,  called  in  as  a  witness, 
says,  that  John  Wooley  has  behaved  peaceably,  and  has 
not,  to  his  knowledge,  said  or  done  any  thing  in  the  Ame- 
rican cause  on  either  side  ;  that  he  has  been  excused  from 
military  duty  as  a  ferryman,  and  that  he  is  an  invalid ;  that  he 
heard  at  Huntington  that  the  Wooleys  were  removing  their 
boats  from  his  wharf  to  Capt.Wooley's.and  were  mtercepted 
by  a  barge;  that  Capt.  Wooley's  fanuly,  in  general,  through 
the  influence  of  his  son  Thomas,  is  esteemed  disatfected  to 
the  American  cause.  iMr.  Stocker  says  that  John  Wooley 
has  behaved  very  peaceably,  and  said  nothing  on  either 
side  in  the  American  cause  ;  that  Wooley's  cattle  has  been 
removed  ;  and  John  Wooley  says  that  he  removed  those 
that  were  brought  to  his  house  ;  that  he  heard  that  Woo- 
ley's ferry  boat  was  removed  to  Major  Thornes'  dock  ;  that 
he  does  not  know  nor  has  not  heard  that  John  Wooley  has 
supplied  the  enemy's  ships  with  provisions. 

The  Committee  determined  to  admit  John  Wooley  to 
bail,  if  he  can  find  two  good  sureties  to  be  bound  with  him 
for  his  peaceable  and  good  behaviour,  and  remaining  on  the 
main  land  in  this  State.  The  said  John  Wooley  to  be 
bound  in  the  penalty  of  fifty  pounds,  and  the  said  sureties 
in  the  sum.  of  twenty-five  pounds  each.  And 

Ordered,  That  the  President  inform  the  said  John  Wol- 
ley  thereof,  in  time  of  the  adjournment,  and  direct  him  to 
inform  the  Committee  in  the  afternoon  whether  he  can  ob- 
tain sureties,  and  who  they  are. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McKesson,  one  of  the  Secretaries, 

fiay  to  Sergeant  David  Mills  twelve  shillings,  by  him  paid 
or  the  passage  of  himself,  two  men  under  his  command, 
sent  up  as  a  guard  from  Peekskill,  with  a  prisoner  taken, 
who  had  been  on  board  of  the  enemy's  ships  of  war  in  the 
rircr.  That  the  Secretary  lake  a  receipt  for  the  same. 
And 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  repay  to  Mr.  McKesson 
the  said  twelve  shillings,  and  charge  the  same  to  Continen- 
tal account. 

Die  Jovis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  Sept.  5lh,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  l!r.  Bancker,  Mr.  Daane  - New- York. 
Mr.  Sackell,  Doctr.  Crane,  Mr.  H.  Schenk— Dutches. 
Mr.  Ab.  Yates,  Genl  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cu.yler,  Colo.  Livingston, 
Colo.  Vaa  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Ail^aie— .//;6any. 
Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Vcder,  Mr.  Newkirk— Tryon. 
Mr.  Wm.  Sm\lh— Suffolk. 

Colo.  Van  Cortlandl,  Mr.  Haviland,  Jud?e  Graham  Westchester. 

Mr.  Duer,  Major  Webster,  Colo.  Williams — Charlotte. 
Colo.  D.  Witt,  Mr.  Tappen— f//j(<T. 
Mr.Wisner,  Colo.  .Allison,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith  — Orange. 
Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  prepare  the  followinT 
number  of  commissions,  to  be  signed  by  ilie  President  and 
attested  by  one  of  the  Secretaries,  and  trnnsiniilcd  to  ilie 
county  committees  hereafter  mcniioneij,  on  the  comliiions 
prescribed  in  the  resolution  of  the  Convention  of  this  titate, 


of  the  day  of  last,  vizt :  100  commissions  for 

the  county  of  Albany  ;  50  commissions  for  the  county  of 
Tiyon;  20  commissions  for  the  county  of  Charlotte;  fi 
commissions  for  the  third  battalion  of  Westchester  county. 
On  motion  of  the  Deputies  of  Albany, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Harm'c'n  Van  Bueren, 
Esqr.  be  appointed  major  of  the  seventh  regiment  of  the 
militia  of  the  county  of  Albany,  and  that  a  comiuission  issue 
for  that  purpose. 

The  petition  of  the  committee  of  Tryon  county,  dated 
the  instant,  was  read  and  filed.    They  tht-r'cm  set 

forth,  that  the  militia  of  that  county  would  be  more  advan- 
tageously regulated  if  a  brigadier-general  was  appointed  in 
that  county,  as  the  distance  they  are  from  Bricadier-liene- 
ral  Ten  Broeck,  whom  they  esteem,  is  a  great  inconven- 
ience. 

Brigadier-Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  present,  informed  the  Con- 
vention, that  it  IS  a  disadvantage  to  the  militia  of  Trvon 
county,  and  an  inconvenience  to  himself  to  have  those  mi- 
litia in  his  brigade,  and  the  more  especially  as  the  major  of 
brigade  resides  in  Tryon  county,  at  a  great  distance' from 
him  :  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  militia  of  Tryon  county  be  formed 
into  a  brigade  separate  from  the  militia  of  Albany. 

And  whereas,  Nicholas  Herkhiemer,  Esqr'  is  justly 
enlhled  to  be  appointed  the  brigadier-general  of  thebnt^ade 
of  militia  of  Tryon  county,  as  well  from  his  military  rank 
in  that  county  as  from  his  great  merit  and  many  exertions 
in  the  present  glorious  struggle  for  liberty  :  Therefore, 

Resolved  ununimovsUj,  That  Nicholas  Herkhiemer,'Es- 
quire,  be  appointed  brigadier-general  of  the  militia  of  Tryon 
county,  and  that  a  commission  issue  to  him  accordingly  for 
that  purpose.    And  ° 

Ordered,  That  John  Frey,  Esqr.  be  reappointed  brigade- 
major  of  that  brigade. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duer,  the  Convention  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  for  the  removal  of  the  bells  from  city  of 
New-York,  vizt : 

Whereas,  the  King  of  Great  Britain  is  studiously  en- 
deavouring, by  every  means  which  artifice  and  lawless 
power  can  devise,  to  deprive  the  iiihabitaiils  of  the  United 
States  of  America  of  ammunition,  cannon,  and  every  vvar- 
like  store,  in  order  lhat  they  may  fall  a  more  easy  prey  to 
his  tyrannical  purposes,  which  cowardly  designs  have  un- 
happily so  far  succeeded,  tfial  this  Stale  is  now  distressed 
by  ihe  want  of  sufficient  arms  to  resist  the  powerful  and 
unnatural  enemy  by  whom  they  are  invaded  :  And  where- 
as, the  duly  which  the  representatives  of  a  free  people  owe 
bolh  to  God  and  their  country,  obliges  them  to  make  every 
possible  exertion  to  procure  arms  and  animunilion,  in  order 
to  defend  iheir  rights  and  liberiies,  which  are  derived  from 
the  Supreme  Being,  and  which  posterity  have  a  ri^'ht  to 
claim  as  an  unencumbered  inheritance  :  Therefore, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  His  Excellency  General 
Washingloii  l)e  requested  and  authorized  to  cause  all  the 
bells  in  ihe  ditferent  churches  and  public  edifices  in  the 
city  of  New-York,  to  be  laken  down  and  removed  to  New- 
Ark,  in  New-Jersey,  with  all  possible  despatch,  that  the 
fortune  of  war  may  not  throw  the  same  into  the  hands  of 
our  enemy,  and  deprive  this  State  at  this  critical  period  of 
that  necessary,  though  unfortunate,  resource  for  supplying 
our  want  of  cannon. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the 
ministers,  elders,  or  church  wardens  of  the  respective 
churches,  in  order  that  the  weight  and  value  of  those  bells 
may  be  ascertained.  And  the  Convention  of  this  State 
ledge  the  public  faith  that  the  respective  churches  shall 
c  furnished  with  bells  of  equal  goodness  and  value,  when- 
ever iheir  constituents,  free  from  the  apprehension  of 
having  ll  leir  civil  and  religious  rights  violated  by  any  earth- 
ly power,  stiall  be  enabled  to  return  iheir  public  thanks  to 
ihe  Supreme  l{uler  of  the  Universe,  for  graciously  rescuing 
them  from  the  gulf  of  tyranny. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  His  E.vcellency  General  Washing- 
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ton,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

"  Sir — I  am  directed  by  the  Conveniion  of  liiis  State, 
to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a  resolution  which 
they  entreat  may  be  carried  into  execution  with  all  possible 
despatch.  It  is  with  extreme  concern  that  we  find  our- 
selves under  the  disagreeeble  necessity  ot  havui^  recourse 
to  this  unhappy  but  necessary  expedient,  or  of  troubling 
your  Excellency  with  a  commission  of  this  natuie.  But 
the  critical  situation  of  this  Slate,  the  want  of  brass  field 
pieces,  and  our  inability  to  have  this  resolve  executed  by 
the  committee  of  the  city  of  New-Yoik  on  account  of  their 
absence  from  the  city,  reduce  us  to  the  dilemma  either  of 
adopting  this  measure,  or  of  neglecting  iho  public  safely. 
They  therefore  trust  that  your  Excellency's  zeal  for  the  pub- 
lic service  will  induce  you  to  pardon  the  liberty  they  take 
of  troubling  you  on  this  occasion. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

"  With  the  greatest  respect,  &c. 
"  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  be  engrossed, 
and  signed  by  the  President,  and,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  last  foregoing  resolution,  transmiited  to  His  Excellency 
by  Sampson  Dyckman,  the  messenger. 

The  President  informed  the  Conveniion  that  John  Wooley 
offers  as  his  sureties  Major  Richard  Thorne  and 
Slocker,  both  of  Queens  county,  of  which  the  Convention 
approved. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  present  draw  a  proper  bond 
for  that  purpose,  and  see  it  duly  executed  by  the  said  John 
Woolley  and  his  sureties. 

Major  Schenk  informed  the  Convention  that  a  quantity 
of  oil  said  to  belong  to  this  Stale,  is  stored  in  a  store  house, 
near  Bushe's  Landing,  and  that  it  is  in  a  leaky  condition, 
and  wasting  fast. 

Ordered,  That  ^lajor  Henry  Schenk  be  and  is  hereby 
authorized  and  requested  to  take  proper  care  of  the  said 
oil,  and  direct  llie  same  to  be  properly  coopered  so  as  to 
preserve  it  from  wasting. 

The  application  or  petition  of  Henry  Chase,  a  prisoner 
in  the  jail  of  Westchester  county,  was  read  and  filed.  He 
thereby  prays  to  be  brought  to  a  trial,  or  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  deferred, 
until  more  important  mailers  before  the  Convention  are 
despatched. 

The  petition  of  Colo.  Benjamin  Birdsal,  acting  as  cap- 
lain  of  a  company  in  Colo.  Smith's  regiment,  of  Nassau 
island,  was  read  and  filed.  He  thereby  prays  for  money 
to  discharge  the  bouniy  doe  to  his  men. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  ihereof  be  deferred  un- 
til Colo.  Birdsall  can  be  examined  before  this  Convention 
to-morrow. 

The  bond  of  John  Wooley,  and  the  condition,  were 
brought  into  the  Convention,  and  read,  and  ordered  to  be  tiled. 

Mr.  Daane  from  the  committee  who  visited  the  fortifica- 
tions on  Hudson's  river,  produced  a  number  ot  returns 
made  by  various  officers  there,  and  gave  the  (Convention 
the  following  informniion,  in  substance  : 

1st.  That  Genl.  Clinton  told  them  that  he  thought  the 
provisions  deficient ;  that  on  inquiry  ihcv  found  a  quantity 
of  damaged  pork  in  barrels  there,  which,  from  some  infor- 
mation they  received,  was  in  general  bad  when  sold  for  the 
use  of  the  garrison,  with  a  little  good  pork  packed  as  a 
cover  in  each  end  of  the  barrels. 

2d.  That  the  fire  rafts  are  in  such  a  state  as  not  to  be 
fit  for  use,  having  in  part  water  m  them,  and  tlial  the  Ge- 
neral does  not  know  what  to  do  with  ihem. 

3d.  That  at  Fort  .VIontizomcry  an  armourer  with  the  tools 
of  his  trade  is  much  wanted. 

4lh.  That  there  is  a  great  want  of  men  at  forts  Montgo- 
mery, Constiintion  and  KedHook;  that  the  last  mentioned 
work  is  very  imperfect,  but  will  be  extremely  useiiil  ; 
that  one  thousand  more  men  the  General  would  think 


necessary  for  the  fortifications,  exclusive  of  Red  Hook ; 
that  spades,  shovels,  pickaxes,  shot,  lead,  sheep  skins, 
langrage,  and  many  other  things  are  wanting  tlicre  ;  that 
ihe  General  desires  a  reinforcement  of  men, "and  iliat  they 
may  be  armed.  And  he  gave  an  account  of  the  number  of 
cannon  there,  and  the  weight  of  their  metal. 

Mr.  Duane  then  moved  that  500  militia  may  be  imme- 
diately ordered  to  reinforce  these  garrisons,  to  be  detached 
from  Ulster,  Orange  and  Dutches. 

Debates  arose;  and  the  consideration  tiiereof  is  deferred 
till  to-morrow. 


DIE  VENERIS,  9  ho.  a.  m. 

Sept.  6th,  177G. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Robt.  Harper — New-York. 
Mr.  Sackett,  Doctr.  Crane,  Mr.  H.  Schenk— Dutches. 
Mr.  Ab.  Yates,  Genl.  Ten  Eroeck,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Colo.  Livingston, 
Colo.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Adgaie — .ilbanij. 
Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Yeder,  Mr.  Newkirk— rn/on. 
Mr.  Wm.  Smith— Si//oZfc. 

Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Haviland,  Colo.  Drake—  Westchester. 

Mr.  Duer,  Major  Webster,  Colo.  Williams — Charlotte. 

Colo.  D.  Witt,  Mr.  Tappen— (v/siec. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith — Orange. 

Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stevens— Cuniter/aic/. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  a  messenger  shall  be  sent  for  any  mem- 
ber of  this  Convention,  who  shall  absent  himself  without 
leave,  and  that  the  expense  incurred  thereby  shall  be  de- 
frayed by  the  said  member;  and  that  such  member  shall 
also  receive  a  public  reprimand  from  the  Chair,  for  a  con- 
tempt of  the  House. 

Mr.  Duane,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  visit  the 
forts  Montgomery  and  Constitution,  gave  the  Convention 
some  further  information  relative  to  the  state  of  those  forti- 
fications.   After  some  time  spent  thereon, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the 
salely  of  this  Stale,  and  the  general  interest  of  .America, 
that  a  reinforcement  should  be  immediately  sent  to  itie  forts 
Montgomery  anti  Constitution,  at  Hudson's  river.  There- 
fore, 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  six  hundred  men  be,  with 
all  possible  despatch,  detached  from  the  militia  of  this  Slate 
and  sent  to  the  forts  Montgomery  and  Consliuilion  as  a 
reinforcement  to  those  garrisons. 

It  was  then  proposed,  and  after  some  considerable  lime 
spent  therein,  it  was  agreed  that  the  reinforcement  for  tiiose 
garrisons  be  detached  from  the  militia  of  Ulster,  x\lbany, 
Dutches  and  Orange  counties. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  and  seconded, 
that  the  proportion  of  men  to  be  furnished  by  those  coun- 
ties be  as  follows,  to  wit  :  from  Ulster  county  22o,  from 
.\ibany  150,  from  Dutches  150,  and  from  Orange  75  men. 

Debates  arose  thereon.  After  some  lime  spent  thereon, 
a  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  25  men  be  takea 
from  the  number  proposed  to  be  raised  in  Ulster  county 
and  added  to  liie  number  proposed  to  be  raised  in  Duictics. 

Debates  also  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  beiiii;  pni,  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  every  county  present,  ex- 
cept Ulster,  that  is  to  say,  for  the  affirmative,  20  voles, 
and  for  the  negative,  4  votes. 

It  was  then  proposed  that  the  proportions  of  the  militia 
from  those  counties  be  fixed  as  follows,  vizt : 

From  Ulster,   200 

"     Albany   150 

"     Dutches,   175 

"     Orange,   75 

600 
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Pebates  arose  thereon,  and  tlie  question  being  put,  it  was 
cgrried  in  the  affirmative  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 


For  the  negative. 

Orange,   3 

Ulster,  4 


for  the  affirmative. 

Albany,   6 

Tryon,  3 

Cambcrland   2  — 

Charlolle   2  7 

Westchester,   4 

17 

Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  above  reinforcement  be  detached 
from  the  militia  of  those  four  counties  in  the  proportions 
above  mentioned. 

Die  Veneris,  4  ho.  P.  M.  Sept.  6lh,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esquire,  President. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  ] ay— New-York. 
Major  Schenk,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livinsslon,  Mr.  Sackett,  Doctor  Crane, 
Mr.  Gil.  Livingston,  Capt.  Plan— Dutches. 
Mr.  Ab.  Yates,  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Col.  P.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Ad- 

fate,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Colo.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  John  Ten  Broeck — SI- 
any. 

Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Newkerk— rryon. 
Mr.  Wra.  Smith— Su/o/fe. 

Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Haviland,  Colo.  Brake— Westchester. 

Mr.  Duer,  Major  Webster,  Colo.  Williams— CAar/o^c. 

Colo.  D.  Witt,  Mr.  Tappen—  Ulster. 

Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Mr.  "Wisner— Orange. 

Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stevens— Cumicr/ond. 
The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  state 
of  the  garrisons  and  forts  Montgomery  and  Constitution, 
and  the  works  erecting  at  Red  Hook  ;  after  some  lime 
spent  therein,  the  two  following  resolutions  were  agreed 
on  and  resolved,  vizt  : 

Resolved,  That  150  men  from  that  part  of  the  county 
of  Albany  which  is  within  and  to  the  southward  of  the 
manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  including  ihe  city  of  Albany  ; 
175  men  from  the  counly  of  Dutchess  ;  200  men  from  the 
county  of  Ulster,  and  75  men  from  that  part  of  the  counly 
of  Orange  which  lies  above  the  mountains,  be  immediately 
detached  by  ballot  and  marched  to  augment  the  garrisons  at 
forts  Montgomery  and  Constitution. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  reinforcement  continue  in  ser- 
vice two  months  after  their  arrival  at  the  said  fortresses, 
and  that  this  Convention  will  discharge  them  sooner  in  case 
sufficient  garrisons  of  Continental  troops  shall  be  ordered 
to  and  arrive  at  those  forts  before  the  expiration  of  the  said 
two  months  ;  and  that  the  militia  so  drafted  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  same  pay  as  are  allowed  to  the  Continental  troops. 

A  question  then  arose  into  what  number  of  companies 
those  levies  should  be  disposed  ;  the  same  being  fully  con- 
sidered. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  levies  be  formed  into  compa- 
nies in  the  following  manner,  to  wit  :  those  from  the  coun- 
ty of  Ulster  into  three  companies  ;  those  from  Albany  and 
Dutchess  respectively  into  two  companies  each  ;  and  those 
from  the  county  of  Orange  into  one  company. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Duer, 

Agreed,  That  the  Convention  immediately  proceed  to 
fix  and  appoint  the  field  officers  to  command  the  said  levies 
or  detachments  intended  to  reinforce  the  said  garrisons. 

Mr.  Duer  then  moved  that  the  field  officers  to  command 
the  said  reinforcement  be  appointed  out  of  the  coimties  of 
Albany,  Ulster  and  Orange  agreeable  to  the  precedence  or 
rank  fixed  for  the  said  counties  by  the  regulations  for  the 
militia  of  this  Slate. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it 
was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  manner  following,  to  wit: 

For  the  negative. 

Albany  6 

Dutches,  5 

Tryon,    3 

Camberland,    2 

16 


For  the  affirmative. 

Ulster,   4 

OTaa{;e,   3 

Charfotte,   2 


Therefore  the  said  motion  was  overruled. 
On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  colonel  to  command  that  reinforce- 
ment be  called  into  service  from  Ulster  counly,  the  lieute- 
nant-colonel from  Dutches  counly,  and  the  major  from  the 
county  of  Albany. 

Colo.  De  Witt  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the 
troop  of  horse  in  Ulster  county,  now  called  out  hv  (iene- 
ral  Clinton,  and  the  rangers  which  are  raised  in  ilm  taid 
county,  be  considered  as  part  of  the  troops  to  be  raised  by 
virtue  of  the  resolutions  passed  this  day. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  ihc  question  bein^  put,  it  was 
carried  in  the  negative.    Ulster  alone  for  the  allirniaiive. 

Resolved,  This  Convention  will,  to  the  utmosi  of  their 
power,  comply  with  General  James  Clinton's  rciiuisitions 
for  the  support  and  supply  of  those  fortifications. 

Colo.  Van  Cortlandt  has  leave  of  absence. 


DIE  SABBATI,  9  ho.  a.  m. 

Sept.  7th,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esquire,  President. 
Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Duane — iVtu-Koifc. 
Major  Lockwood,  Colo.  Gil.  Drake,  Mr.  Haviland — Westchester. 
Mr.  Yates,  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  John  Ton  Broeck,  Jlr.  Cuyler,  Mr. 
Van  Rensselaer,  .Mr.  Adgate,  Col.  Livingston — .Albany. 

Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Veder — Tryon. 
Colo.  Dewitt — Ulster. 

Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Wisner — Orange- 
Mr.  Duer,  Colo.  Williams,  Major  Webster — Charlotte. 

Doclr.  Crane,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  H.  Schenk,  Mr.  Gil.  Living, 
ston,  Capt.  Plan— Dutches. 

Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Sessions — Cumberland. 

The  Convention  was  informed  by  several  members  that 
the  stores  from  White  Plains,  for  the  removal  whereof 
John  Cregier  was  lately  sent,  are  now  arrived  at  ]Mr.  Bo- 
gardus'  Landing,  in  a  small  sloop  or  pettiauger,  under  a 
guard  of  a  seraeant  and  twelve  men,  who  ought  to  be  im- 
mediately discharged  and  furnished  with  provisions  for 
their  return. 

Ordered,  That  said  stores  be  landed,  and  stored  under 
the  care  of  Nathaniel  Sackett,  Esqr.  who  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed a  commissary  for  that  purpn^e  ;  and  lhat  Mr.  Sack- 
ell  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  and  requested  to  furnish 
and  provide  the  guard  with  provisions  for  their  return. 

Jlr.  Smith,  of  Sutfolk  county,  informed  the  Convention 
that  a  certain  person  of  the  name  of  Harrison  i.s  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  can  give  some  intortnalion  relative  to 
ihe  situation  of  the  enemy  and  disaffecied  on  Nassau  is- 
land. 

Mr.  Harrison  says  that  the  Ministerial  troops  have  been 
to  Oysler  Bay  and  Hempstead  ;  lhat  the  disallecied  inha- 
bitants have  joined  lo  a.^sisl  the  enemy,  and  proceeded  as 
ar  as  Setaucket ;  that  General  Howe  has  set  guards  to  pre- 
vent any  person  coming  off  the  island,  or  removing  callle ; 
that  Isaac  Keicham  has  taken  a  commission  and  got  some 
men;  that  Wm.  Smith,  of  administers  oaths  of  fide- 

lity or  icilegiance  lo  the  inhabitants,  and  that  Thos.  Smith, 
of  Hog  island,  receives  their  submissions  ;  lhat  Colo.  Li- 
vingston is  moving  westward  on  the  island  with  ihe  miiitia; 
lhat  a  number  of  men  were  going  frum  Connecticut  to 
bring  off  some  gunpowder  from  liiintinglon,  and  a  quan- 
tity of  flour  there  which  one  Ireland  had  sold  to  the  Mi- 
nisterial army  ;  lhat  he  saw  Colo.  Smith,  of  Suflfolk  coun- 
ty, in  Connecticut. 

Ordered,  That  Colo.  Dewitt,  Mr.  Wm.  Smith  and  Mr. 
R.  R.  Livingston,  be  a  commiiice  to  devise  ways  and 
means  to  succour  the  subjects  of  this  State  on  Nassau  is- 
land. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jay, 
Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  safety  and  correspon- 
dence for  lhat  part  of  this  Slate  which  lies  below  the  High- 
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lands,  be  inimedhtely  formed  ;  and  tliat  Colonel  Remscn, 
Major  Abcel  and  Major  Peter  P.  V^an  Zandt,  be  that  conimii- 
lee.  And, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Jav,  and  .Mr.  Ducr  bo 
a  committee  to  draw  up  instructions  tor  iliat  commiitce  of 
safety  ;  And 

Ordered,  That  Colo.  Hoffman  be  excused  from  attend- 
ing at  New-York  as  a  correspondent,  according  to  his  late 
appointment  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  commiltee  of  safety 
and  correspondence  at  New- York  be  ajipointcd  and  autho- 
rized to  take  from  the  doors  of  the  houses  in  the  city  of 
New- York  all  the  brass  knockers,  and  that  iliev  cause  the 
same  to  be  sent  to  some  careful  person  at  New  Ark,  in 
New-Jersey,  with  all  possible  dcspaich  ;  that  the  said 
committee  keep  as  accurate  an  account  as  possible  of  the 
weight  and  value  of  them,  and  of  the  houses  Iroin  whence 
taken,  in  order  that  satisfaction  may  be  hereafter  made  to 
the  respective  owners. 

The  residue  of  the  morning  was  spent  in  preparing  the 
resolutions  for  reinforcing  the  garrisons  of  the  forts  on 
Hudson's  river. 

The  long  preamble  prepared  by  Mr.  Duane,  and  many 
other  parts  were  read,  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wisner,  of  Orange,  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that 
a  bounty  be  allowed  to  the  militia  now  to  be  called  into 
service  in  this  State. 

Debates  arose,  and  the  question  being  put,  the  votes 
were  as  follows,  vizt : 

Tor  the  affirmative.  For  the  negative. 

Cumberland,   2      Charlotte,   2 

Albany,  6      Try  on   3 

Orange,   3      Dutchess,   5 

—      Westchester,   4 

11  — 
14 

But  by  reason  of  the  absence  of  several  members,  the 
consideration  of  allowing  bounty  is  deferred  till  afternoon. 

Die  S  abb  ATI,  4  ho.  P.  M.  Seplr.  1th,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Ja.y— yew-York. 
Colo.  Drake,  Major  LockwooJ,  Mr.  Haviland — W'eitchester. 
Mr.  Ab.  Yates,  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Colo.  P.  Livingston,  Mr.  Acljate, 
Colo.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  John  Ten  Broeck— .^/iuny. 
Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Veder— Tryo;i. 
Colo.  D.  Vi'M—Ulsier. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Allison,  3Ir.  Jos.  Smith— Orange. 
Mr.  Webster,  Colo.  Williams,  Mr.  Dner— Charlotte. 
Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livinzston,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Mr.  Plait,  Doctr. 
Crane,  Mr.  Schenk—IJutehes. 

Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Sessions  — Ciim6cWond. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  who  were  sent  to  visit  the  forts  Mont- 
gomerie  and  Constitution,  and  after  some  time  spent 
thereon,  and  the  completing  of  the  resolutions  designed  for 
reinforcint^  the  garrisons  at  those  fortifications,  wiili  the 
preambles' thereto,  and  the  appointment  of  the  olHccrs  to 
command  such  reinforcements,  the  same  being  finally 
read  and  agreed  to,  are  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

The  commiltee  appointed  the  second  instant  to  visit  and 
examine  into  the  state  of  forts  Momgomerie  and  Consti- 
tution, in  the  Highlands,  laid  before  the  Convenlion  re- 
turns'from  different  officers  at  those  fortresses  showing 
the  condition  and  wants  of  the  respective  garrisons;  troin 
which,  and  the  report  of  the  committee,  among  otiicr 
thin<TS,  it  appears  that  there  are  at  present  no  move  troops 
in  the  Highlands  than  764  ;  whereof  :j9a  are  at  Fort  Mont- 
gomery and  216  at  Fort  Constitution  ;  that  tlie  troops  con- 
sist of  the  militia  of  the  State,  excepting  five  companies 
-x>{  the  Second  New-York  Conlinenial  Battalion. 

That  to  render  Fort  Constitution  tcnaiilc,  the  west 
point  that  commands  it,  ought  to  be  forliticJ  ;  that  consi- 
derable progress  is  made  in  fortifying  an  advantageous 
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eminence  on  the  western  shore,  a  little  to  the  south  of 
Fort  Montgomery,  and  within  the  reach  of  cannon,  but  it  is 
still  incomplete. 

That  the  remaining  part  of  the  said  troops,  being  150, 
is  employed  in  erecting  works  on  the  east  side  of  the  river, 
about  3  miles  below  Fort  Montgomery,  at  a  place  called 
Red  Hook,  near  Peekskill,  which  are  well  calculated  lo 
prevent  the  enemy's  landing  on  that  side  and  liecoming 
masters  of  the  Highlands  opposite  to  Fort  Moniaumerv. 

That  Brigadier-Genl.  James  Clinton,  commaiKhna;  at 
the  said  fortresses,  informed  the  committee  tliai  cxciiisive 
of  the  post  at  Red  Hook,  an  augmentation  of  one  thou- 
sand men  was  requisite  for  completing  and  dcfciuiina  the 
fortresses  under  his  direction,  and  earnestly  re(|uesicd  that 
this  Convention  would  immediately  procure  such  reinforce- 
ment, as  well  as  the  several  articles  of  ammunition,  stores 
and  necessaries  hereafter  specified,  of  which  he  stood  in 
the  utmost  need. 

This  Convention  having  duly  considered  the  said  repre- 
sentation and  requisition,  and  well  knowing  how  much  the 
safety  of  this  State,  as  well  as  the  success  of  the  united 
efforts  of  this  oppressed  Continent  in  the  defence  of  our 
common  liberties,  must  depend  on  maintaining  the  posses- 
sion of  Hudson's  river,  and  guarding  it  against  the  inva- 
sion which  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  enemy  ;  consi- 
dering at  the  same  time,  the  little  probability  that  it  can 
at  present  be  in  the  power  of  His  Jixcellency  General 
Washington  to  detach  for  this  service  any  of  the  army 
which  is  employed  in  opposing  the  progress  of  the  enemy 
in  the  southern  parts  of  this  State,  the  Convention  must 
again  have  recourse  to  the  good  people  of  this  State,  not 
doubting  but  that,  inspired  by  a  virtuous  love  for  their 
country,  they  will  on  an  occasion  so  pressing,  and  at  a 
period  when  their  lives,  their  liberties  and  every  temporal 
blessing  are  in  imminent  danger,  stand  forth  with  zeal  and 
alacrity  in  the  greatest  and  best  of  causes.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  Tlial  six  hundred  men  be,  with  all  possible 
despatch,  detached  from  the  militia  of  this  State,  and  sent 
to  the  forts  Montgomery  and  Constitution,  as  a  reinforce- 
ment to  those  garrisons. 

That  150  men  from  that  part  of  the  county  of  xVlbany 
which  is  within  and  to  the  southward  of  the  manor  of  Rens- 
sclaerwyck,  including  the  city  of  Albany;  175  men  from 
the  county  of  Dutches ;  200  men  from  the  county  of  Ul- 
ster, and  75  men  from  that  part  of  the  county  of  Orange 
which  lies  above  the  mountains,  all  exclusive  of  commis- 
sioned officers,  be  immediately  detached  by  ballot,  and 
marched  to  augment  the  garrisons  at  forts  Montgomery  and 
Constitution. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  reinforcement  continue  in  ser- 
vice two  months  after  their  arrival  at  llie  said  fortresses  ; 
and  that  this  Convention  will  discharge  them  sooner  in  case 
snthcient  garrisons  of  Continental  troops  shall  be  ordered 
to  and  arrive  at  those  forts  before  the  expiration  of  the  said 
two  months  ;  and  that  the  militia  so  drafted,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  same  pay  and  rations  as  are  allowed  to  the  Con- 
tinental troops. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  levies  be  formed  into  compa- 
nies in  the  following  manner,  to  wit : 

Tliose  from  the  county  of  Ulster,  into  three  companies; 
and  those  from  Albany  and  Dutches,  respectively  into  two 
companies  each,  and  those  from  the  county  of  Orange,  into 
one  company  ;  and  that  each  company  have  one  captain, 
two  lieutenants,  four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  one  drum- 
mer and  one  fifer. 

That  the  said  reinforcement  shall  be  formed  into  one  bat- 
talion, to  be  commanded  by  a  colonel,  lieutenant-colonel 
and  major,  to  be  appointed  by  this  Convention  ;  that  a  sur- 
geon, adjutant  and  quarter-master,  shall  be  appointed  for 
the  said  battalion,  the  first  by  the  Convention,  and  the  two 
last  by  the  colonel ;  that  the  captains  and  subalterns  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  field  officers  of  the  regiments  in  each  re- 
spective county  from  which  the  t|Uotas  are  to  be  raised,  out 
of  the  militia  officers  ;  having  regard  to  their  rank  and  the 
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dates  of  their  commissions,  if  a  sufficient  number  of  such 
are  wilhng  to  serve,  if  not,  that  they  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
appoint  such  others  as  they  may  think  properly  qualified  ; 
and  that  the  non-commissioned  officers  be  ap()oinled  by  the 
captain  of  each  company  under  whom  tliey  are  to  serve. 

Resolved,  That  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  pri- 
vate shall  provide  himself  with  a  good  musket  or  firelock, 
bayonet  or  tomahawk,  a  blanket  and  knapsack,  and  every 
six  men  with  a  pot  or  camp  kettle  ;  and  that  one  penny  per 
mile  be  allowed  to  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  pri- 
vate during  their  march  for  subsistence  money,  and  one  I 
day's  pay  for  every  twenty  miles  between  their  respective 
homes  and  rendezvous,  going  and  returning. 

And  to  the  intent  that  the  levies  so  raised  may  not  be 
unfurnished  with  arms,  the  committees  in  the  different 
townships  and  districts  in  the  said  counties,  and  the  colo- 
nels of  the  respective  regiments,  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  furnish  all  such  as  have  not  arms,  by  taking 
them  from  those  who  are  not  drafted,  and  such  other  per- 
sons in  the  districts  as  have  arms,  being  valued  by  the 
committee  of  each  district,  the  amount  of  such  valuation 
hereafter  to  be  paid  to  the  proprietors  of  the  said  arms  by 
this  Convention,  or  the  arms  restored  in  the  same  order  to 
their  former  proprietors. 

Resolved,  That  Colo.  Johannes  Snyder  of  Ulster  coun- 
ty, be  and  is  hereby  appointed  colonel;  Lieutenant-Colonel 
John  Bailey,  Junr.  of  Dutches  couniv,  to  be  lieutenant- 
colonel,  of  the  levies  now  ordered  to  be  detached  from  the 
counties  of  Albany,  Ulster,  Dutches  and  Orange  ;  and  that 
a  commission  be  sent  blank  to  the  committee  of  Albany 
for  a  major  for  the  said  levies,  to  be  offered  first  to  the 
eldest  major  of  the  militia  in  the  county  of  Albany,  and  in 
case  of  his  refusal,  to  the  next  eldest  in  succession,  until 
it  is  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  new  commissions  issue  for  the  officers 
of  those  detachments  ;  and  that  the  field  officers  be  by 
those  commissions  appointed  to  that  command,  in  addition 
to  their  former  commands  in  the  militia  of  their  respective 
counties. 

Resolved,  That  50  spades,  50  wood  axes,  50  pickaxes, 
24  shovels,  25  billhooks,  200  vvt.  of  lead,  1,000  wt.  Ian-  I 
grage,  1,000  round  and  bar  shot  for  nine-pounders,  50  sets 
of  cast  iron  carriage  wheels  for  cannon,  1,000  wt.  of  nails 
for  building  barracks,  1,000  rounds  of  6-Ib.  ball  and  grape 
shot,  three  sets  of  men's  harness  for  drawing  cannon,  ;i01b. 
of  twine,  12lb.  of  thread  for  cartridges,  and  one  armourer 
with  the  tools  of  his  business,  be  immediately  procured 
and  forwarded  to  Fort  Montgomery  ;  and  that  John  Schenk  i 
be  appointed  an  agent  for  that  purpose,  with  authority 
to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  2,500 
dollars,  for  which  he  shall  keep  and  render  an  exact  ac- 
count. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  John 
Schenk,  as  agent  for  furnishing  the  forts  Constitution  and 
Montgomeric  with  the  articles  directed  by  this  Convention 
any  sums  for  v^-hich  he  may  apply,  not  exceeding  2,500 
dollars,  for  which  Mr.  Schenk  is  to  keep  and  render  ac- 
count. 

The  subject  of  granting  a  bounty  to  the  detachments  of 
militia,  ordered  by  the  aforegoing  resolutions,  was  reassum- 
ed.  After  a  short  time  spent  therein  the"  further  conside- 
ration thereof  was  postponed  till  next  week. 

The  following  preamble  was  read,  and  agreed  to,  to  intro- 
duce the  copies  of  the  aforegoing  resolutions,  which  shall  ! 
be  sent  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  militia,  in  the 
counties  from  whence  the  militia  are  ordered  to  be  detach- 
ed, vizt : 

"  The  committee  appointed  !o  visit  and  examine  into  the 
state  of  the  fortresses  in  the  Highlands,  report,  (among 
Other  things,)  that  an  immediate  remforccincnt  is  necessary 
and  earnestly  requested  by  General  Clinton,  the  command- 
ing officer." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  prefix  this  preamble  to 


the  copies  to  be  sent  to  the  officers  of  the  militia  in  the 
counties  instead  of  the  other  long  introduction. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  resolutions  be  imme- 
diately prepared  and  despatched  to  the  Delegates  of  this 
State  at  Congress,  and  that  Mr.  Robeit  R.  Livinix^^lon  pre- 
pare a  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Delugaies  of  this  Stale  at 
Congress,  to  accompany  the  said  resolutions. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Uiis  (\inven- 
tion  for  removing  bells  from  the  churches  and  public  edifi- 
ces in  New- York,  be  sent  to  the  Delegates  of  ilm  Slate  at 
I  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  [report  of  the] 
committee  on  General  Washington's  letter  relative  to  send- 
ing forces  to  King's  Bridge,  be  sent  to  the  Deletjaies  of 
tills  State  at  Congress. 

The  Convention  were  informed  that  there  are  several 
women,  and  a  number  of  children,  amounting  to  fifirea  m 
the  whole,  at  Capt.  Wiltse's  landing,  in  a  store  house,  who 
came  from  New- York,  and  say  that  they  were  sent  out  by 
the  committee  ;  but  that  they  have  not  certificates,  which 
the  committee  usually  gave  ;  that  they  are  willing  to  work 
but  are  poor  and  have  not  subsistence  ;  that  the  widovv 
and  children  of  Isaac  Teller  deceased,  are  near  this  place 
without  support,  and  the  widow  in  a  sick  and  low  condi- 
tion. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Henry  Schenk  have  discretionary 
power  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  now  at 
Wiltse's  landing,  and  also  for  the  widow  and  children  of 
Isaac  Teller  deceased. 

Resolved  vnanimousli/  and  Ordered,  That  the  Trea- 
surer of  this  State  stop  payment  of  all  accounts  passed  by 
the  Audilor-Ciencral  for  Colo.  Smith's  regiment  of  levies', 
and  for  the  drafts  of  the  militia  from  Kings  and  Queens 
counties,  commanded  by  Colo.  Remsen,  till  he  shall  receive 
further  orders  from  this  Convention,  or  a  future  Legislature 
of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  President,  Mr.  \Vm.  Smith,  ^Major 
Webster,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Adgatc,  and  Mr.  Jay,  be  a 
Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Stale,  until  the  next  meeting 
of  a  Representation  of  the  Slate  in  this  Convention  ;  that 
the  President  and  three  members  be  a  quorum  of  that 
Committee  ;  that  every  member  of  this  Convention  who 
shall  attend,  shall  have  a  voice  ;  and  that  the  said  Com- 
mittee be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  take  every  mea- 
sure necessary  for  the  safety,  defence  and  protection  of 
this  State. 

Colo.  D.  Witt  has  leave  of  absence  to  go  home  and  re- 
turn as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  Duer  has  leave  of  absence  for  two  or  three  days. 
Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith  and  Colo.  Allison  obtained 
leave  of  absence  to  return  on  Monday  at  noon. 

Doctor  Crane  had  leave  of  absence  to  return  on  ^Monday 
next  at  two  o'clock. 

Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston  had  leave  of  absence  to  return 
on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  according  to  order,  reported 
a  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Stale  at  Conven- 
tion, which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety. 

Ordered,  That  Nathaniel  Sackclt,  Esqr.  as  Commissa- 
ry, deliver  to  any  of  the  Deputies  of  Charlotte  county 
1,500  weight  of  lead,  and  1,000  flints,  to  be  sent  to  Char- 
lotte coimty  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  county, 
to  be  paid  and  accounted  for  by  the  county  committee, 
and  inhabitants  of  that  county,  to  this  Slate  ;  Mr.  Sacket 
to  take  a  receipt  for  the  same,  of  the  Deputy  to  whom  he 
shall  deliver  it.  And 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sackett  deliver  one  ton  and  a  half 
of  lead  to  any  of  the  Members  of  Tryon  county,  together 
with  3,000  ilints,  for  the  use  (jf  the  inhabitants  of  that 
county,  to  be  paid  and  accounted  for  by  the  inhabitants  of 
that  county  to  this  State  ;  and  that  Mr.  Sacket  take  a  re- 
ceipt for  the  same  of  tiic  Deputy  to  whom  it  will  be  de- 
livered. 
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SUNDAY  MORNING, 

Sept.  8th,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Abr.\fiam  Yates,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Doane,  Mr.  Sessio.vs, 

Mr.  Adgatc,  Mr.  W.>i.  Harper, 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Veder, 

Mr.  Ten  Buoeck,  Mr.  Cutler. 

Mr.  LocKwooD, 

Ordered,  That  Nat.  Sacket,  Esqr.  as  Commissary,  ile- 
liver  one  ton  of  lead  to  the  Deputies  of  the  county  of  Al- 
bany for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  ihat  county,  and 
take  a  receipt  for  the  same.  The  county  comniiucc  and 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Albany  to  account  and  pay 
for  the  same  to  this  State. 


DIE  LUN^E,  11  HO.  A.  M. 

Septr.  9th,  177G. 
The  Commiltee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  President. 

Capt.  Piatt,  Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Haviland,  Mr.  \Vm.  Smith,  Colo. 
Drake,  Colo.  Van  Kensselaer,  Mr.  Cuylcr,  Mr.  Jay,  .Mr.  Ail-'ate,  .Mr. 
Sessions,  Major  Webster  and  Mr.  Stevens. 

A  letter  from  Brigadier-Genl.  Scott,  dated  the  6th  inst. 
and  received  yesterday  by  Sa.  Dyckman,  the  inc.^scngcr, 
•was  read  and  filed.  He  therein,'  in  pursuance  of  (he  re- 
quest of  the  Convention  on  the  instant,  tiives  a  parti- 
cular account  of  the  situation  and  movements  ot  tlic  army 
since  the  retreat  from  Nassau  island.  It  was  represented 
to  this  Committee  that  a  certain  Warns  is  spreauin^  or 
propagating  false  and  mischievous  reports,  tendini:  to  m- 
jure  the  cause  of  America. 

Ordered,  therefore.  That  he  be  forthwith  apprehended 
and  brought  before  the  Convention  of  this  Stale,  or  this 
Commiltee  of  Safety,  and  that  Capt.  James  Weeks  ap- 
prehend him  accordin;;ly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cuyler  and  Capt.  Plait,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  take  the  spears  brousht  from  Ncu-\ork  and  net 
a  model  made  for  making  other  spears  with  such  aUcra- 
tionsand  amendments  as  they  may  think  mostadvantogcous. 


•f  0\r- 


Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  this  State  for  furnishing  Fort  Montgomery  with  the 
articles  and  stores  reported  by  the  commiltee  as  wanted  by 
Genl.  Jas.  Clinton,  be  immediately  despatched  lo  Mr.  Joliii 
Schenk,  and  that  the  President  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  John 
Schenk,  requesting  his  immediate  answer  whether  he  will 
undertake  the  agency  therein  mentioned,  and  if  he  should 
undertake  the  same,  that  he  make  the  utmost  despatch. 

The  said  letter  and  order  was  despatched  immediately. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  President  to 
General  J.  Clinton  at  Fort  Montgomery,  acquainting  him 
of  the  reinforcement  directed  by  the  Convention  of  this 
Slate  for  the  fortresses  under  his  command,  and  that  he 
be  requested  to  forward  barracks  for  their  reception  as 
soon  as  possible. 

A  short  letter  was  accordingly  written  and  signed  by  the 
President,  and  delivered  to  be  forwarded  to  General  James 
Clinton. 

A  letter  received  yesterday  noon  from  his  Excellency 
General  Washington,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit ; 

"  Head-Quarters,  New-York,  Septr.  btli,  1776. 

"  Sir — I  have  now  before  me  your  letter  of  the  4lh  in- 
.slant,  enclosing  the  report  against  ordering  out  any  more 
of  the  militia  from  the  counties  of  Orange,  Dutchess, 
Westchester  or  Ulster.  The  reasons  alleged  by  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  this  matter  was  referred,  are  entirely  sa- 
tisfactory to  me,  and  therefore  I  do  not  expect  a  compli- 
ance with  that  part  of  my  letter  which  respects  this  mat- 
ter. 

"I  have  the  honour  to  be 

"  Yr.  most  obedt.  servt. 
"  GO.  WASHINGTON. 

"  To  the  Honble.  Abraham  Yates, 
Junr.  Esqr.  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  the 
State  of  New. York." 

Die  Lun^,  4  ho.  P.  M.  Septr.  9th,  17T6. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  President. 

Colo.  Peter  R.  I.ivinirston,  Mr.  Robert  Harper,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper, 
^|r.  .\ilqaie,  Major  Webster,  Mr.  Sessions,  Colo.  Drake,  Capt.  Piatt, 
air  Haviland,  IVir.  Wm.  Smith. 
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X  letter  received  of  General  James  Clinton,  was  read, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Fort  Montgomery,  Scptr.  Sth,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen — Agreeable  to  your  request  I  send  you 
a  return  of  articles  wanted  at  the  fortifications  in  the  Hisjli- 
lands.  I  have  made  a  return  of  carpenter's  tools  ;  the  rea- 
son of  it  is,  that  we  have  many  carpenters  amongst  us  that 
we  can't  employ  for  want  of  tools.  I  have  sent  to  New- 
York  to  the  Quarter-Master-General,  for  nails.  I  am  in 
hopes  he  will  supply  me.  I  don't  much  expect  to  get 
shingles.  If  they  can't  be  got,  we  must  use  boards.  As 
many  of  our  arms  want  repair,  we  would  be  glad  to  have 
an  armourer  with  his  tools  here  for  some  lime.  I  gave  you 
an  account  of  the  artillery  stores  and  ordnance  at  each  gar- 
rison, when  you  were  here,  with  the  number  of  men  at 
each  post,  therefore,  think  it  unnecessary  to  send  it  again. 
In  case  of  an  attack,  I  think  we  are  too  weak  of  men, 
therefore  expect  you  will  consider  of  some  way  to  reinforce 
us,  if  you  judge  it  necessary. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen, 
"  Your  most  obedt,  humble  servant, 

"  JAMES  CLINTON,  B.  Genir 

The  following  return  of  necessaries  wanted  at  the  for- 
tifications in  the  Highlands,  enclosed  in  General  James 
Chnton's  letter,  was  also  read,  and  is  as  follows,  vizt : 

"  .A  return  of  necessaries  wanted  at  the  fortifications  in  the  Highlands : 
50  axes, 
50  spades, 
25  mattocks, 
25  bUlhooks, 
25  shovels, 
20  wheelbarrows, 
1  doz.  flat  and  half  round  files, 

1  doz.  three  square  do 

2  large  sledges, 
2  hand  vices, 
10  broad  axes, 
10  hand  saws, 
10  hammers, 

5  iron  squares, 
2  doz.  of  nail  gimblets, 

6  pair  of  compasses, 

5  set  of  framing  chisels  and  au- 
gurs, 

6  spike  gimblets, 
2  set  of  match  planes  for  inch 

and  inch  and  a  half  planks, 
32  thousand  brick, 
10,000  shingles, 

A  letter  from  His  Exellency  General  Washington,  dated 
yesterday,  and  received  by  a  messenger,  was  read,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Head-Quarters,  Neu-York,  Septr.  Sth,  1776. 

"  Sir — I  have  just  received  the  resolve  of  your  Conven- 
tion, respecting  the  removal  of  the  bells  belonging  to  the 
different  churches  and  public  edifices  in  this  city  to  New 
Ark,  in  the  Province  of  New-Jersey.  The  measure  I 
highly  approve  of,  and  shall  accordingly  have  it  carried  in- 
to execution. 

"  I  have  lately  been  conversing  with  Genl.  Clinton,  con- 
cerning the  defence  of  the  forts  on  the  Highlands,  who 
agrees  with  me  in  sentiment  that  the  force  already  there, 
is  by  no  means  sulficient.  I  should,  therefore,  conceive  it 
would  be  greatly  in  advancement  of  tlie  service,  if  you 
would  cause  a  reinforcement  of  llie  mililia  amounting  to 
about  six  hundred,  to  be  sent  there,  from  the  counties  of 
Ulster  and  Orange,  or  any  other  tliat  may  be  most  proper 
and  convenient.  They  may  be  usefully  and  importantly 
employed,  as  well  in  the  defence  ot  tlio  Hii^hlands,  in  case 
they  should  be  attacked,  as  in  erecting  new  works  and  for- 
tifications, by  which  they  may  be  rendered  more  secure. 

"I  am,  sir,  yr.  most  ohed.  scrvt. 

"  G.  WASHINGTON. 

"  Honble.  Ab.  Yates,  Junr." 

Another  letter  from  General  Washington,  received  by 
the  same  messenger,  was  also  read,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit  : 

"Head-Quarters,  N.  York,  Sth  Septr.  1776. 
"  Sir — I  wrote  you  this  morning  by  your  express,  but 


700  wt.  of  iron, 

25  pound  blistered  steel, 

400  wt.  of  lOd.  nails, 

300  wt.  of  20d.  do 

30  hossheads  of  lime, 

7,U0U  feet  of  3  mch  plank. 

An  armourer  with  his  tools  is 

wanted  much, 
5,000  wt.  of  lead, 
101b.  of  thread, 
2,000  of  lacks, 
24  sheep  skins, 
1,000  wt.  of  6-lb.  shot, 
1,000  wt.  of  9.1b.  shot.one-  half  of 

of  each  double  headed, 
14  ton  of  grape  shot,  from  4  to 

6  oz.  wt. 

1  large  magazine  lock, 

2  pair  of  shears, 

50  set  of  cast  carriage  wheels, 
101b.  of  twine, 

A  quantity  of  oil  and  paint  to 
paint  the  carriages. 


omitted  mentioning  a  matter  of  consequence.  It  bcini;  de- 
termined to  remove  our  sick  to  Orrmge  Town,  we  shuU 
want  four  large  Albany  sloops  for  tliat  purpose.  'I'lic  f  i- 
tigue  of  travelling  that  distance  by  land,  would  not  only  be 
more  than  the  patients  could  bcai-,  but  we  have  full  employ 
for  our  wagons  in  transporting  baggage,  tents,  for  ilie 
troops  from  hence  to  our  outposts.  I  must,  therefore 
beg  the  favour  of  your  Honourable  Body  to  prui:ure  the 
above  number  of  vessels,  and  send  them  down  with  as  miicii 
despatch  as  possible  to  this  city. 

"  I  am  with  respect,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obt.  servt. 

"GO.  WASHINGTON. 
"P.  S. — I  shall  be  glad  to  know  by  return  of  the  express, 
when  I  may  probably  expect  the  sloops  down.  Tiicre  are 
several  now  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  river,  wiih  hoards. 
Perhaps  you  might  engage  them  to  come  this  way,  winch 
would  save  time, 

"  Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr. 

Prest.  Convention  of  New-York." 

Resolved,  That  Brigadicr-Genl.  James  Clinton  be  re- 
quested to  send  a  careful  officer  in  a  whale  boat  well  man- 
ned, down  Hudson's  river,  to  impress  four  lar?e  river 
sloops,  to  go  to  New-York  for  the  sick,  agreeable  to  the 
request  of  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington,  and  that  a 
press  warrant  issue  for  that  purpose. 

And  lest  such  four  sloops  should  not  be  large  enough  for 
the  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  two  other  sloops  be  impressed  at  Fishkill 
landing,  and  despatched  for  the  same  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  present  prepare  a  copy  of 
the  resolutions  of  the  Convention  of  this  State  of  the  se- 
venth instant,  for  detaching  from  the  militia  of  this  State 
a  reinforcement  to  the  garrisons  of  the  fortifications  in  the 
Highlands,  to  be  sent  to  His  Excellency  by  the  return  of 
his  messenger. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Genl.  Washington  was  read  and 
approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — Your  Excellency's  letters  of  the  Sth  instant  this 
moment  arrived,  and  we  arc  happy  to  inform  vou  that  ihe 
resolutions  enclosed,  have  anticipated  your  Excellency's 
recommendation  relative  to  a  reinforcement  for  liie  fortres- 
ses in  the  Highlands  ;  and  although  we  have  done  every 
thine;  in  our  power  to  naise  them  with  despatch,  we  arc  ap- 
prehensive that  the  whole  will  not  arrive  there  wiihin  less 
than  fourteen  days,  and  that  all  the  week  will  elapse  before 
any  of  them  will  be  got  to  the  post. 

"The  vessels  for  the  sick  shall  be  procured  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  sent  to  the  city  of  New-"\  ork,  for  which  pur- 
pose we  have  directed  every  empty  vessel  down  the  river 
to  be  impressed,  until  the  number  required  is  procured,  and 
have  ordered  two  others  from  Fishkill  Landing,  lest  the 
vessels  might  be  small,  and  four  of  them  insuttlcient. 
Their  despatch  will  depend  upon  wind  and  weather.  We 
suppose,  however,  they  may  be  down  by  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  next. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
"  With  the  greatest  respect, 
"  Your  E.Kcellency's  most  obedt.  hum.  servt. 
"  To  His  Excy.  Gen.  Washington." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  7ih  instant  for  detaching  part  of  tiie  militia, 
transmitted  to  His  Excellency  by  his  messenger. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Brigadier-General  Clinton,  was 
read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — The  Committee  received  your  letter  of  the  Sth 
inst.  covering  a  list  of  the  articles  wanting  at  your  garrison, 
and  have  appointed  a  person  to  procure  the  same.  They 
have  also  to  acquaint  you  they  passed  a  resolve,  and  have 
forwarded  the  same  to  the  respective  brigadier-generals  of 
Ulster,  Orange,  Dutchess  and  Albany,  to  reinforce  your 
garrisons  with  six  hundred  men,  with  all  speed.    I  have  it 
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in  charge  to  desire  you  to  despatch  a  whale  boat  \vell  arm- 
ed, with  a  proper  otRcer,  early  to-inonow  inornint;,  to  pro- 
ceed towards  New-York,  with  orders  to  iiiijircss  lour  of  the 
first  large  convenient  sloops  they  may  meet  with,  and  send 
them  to  the  city  of  New- York,  by  request  from  General 
Washington,  in  order  to  bring  up  ihe  sick  to  llic  town  of 
Orange,  in  Orange  county,  for  which  purpose  the  captains 
of  the  sloops  on  their  arrival,  are  to  apply  to  the  Director- 
General  of  the  Hospital. 

"  I  am,  respectfully,  sir, 

"  Your  very  humble  servt. 

"  By  order. 

"To  Brisjadier-GeneralJAMis  Clinto.v." 

A  warrant  for  impressing  sloops  was  sent  to  Gcnl.  James 
Clinton,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — You  are  hereby  required,  authorized  and  em- 
powered, to  proceed  with  a  whale  boat,  well  manned,  to- 
wards New-York,  and  impress  the  first  four  large  conve- 
nient river  sloops  you  meet  with,  and  send  them,  (in  pur- 
suance of  a  request  of  His  Excellency  General  \\'ashin!z- 
ton)  to  the  city  of  New-York,  to  remove  the  sick  from  the 
hospitals  there  to  Orange  Town,  in  the  county  of  Orange  ; 
for  which  purpose  you  will  direct  the  captains  of  the  said 
sloops  respectively,  on  their  arrival  at  New- York,  to  in- 
form General  Washington  of  their  arrival  and  to  apply  to 
Doctor  Morgan  the  Director-General  of  the  Hospital  for 
further  orders,  for  which  this  shall  be  your  suthcient  war- 
rant. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee. 

"  ABM.  YATES,  Junr.  Presidt. 
"To  such  ofScer  as  Genl.  Jajieg  Clinton-, 

shall  appoint  to  execute  this  warrant." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  JIcKesson  pay  the  bearers  of  the 
above  letter  and  warrant,  eight  shillings  to  engage  them  to 
make  despatch. 

Ordered,  That  John  ^[oore,  Esqr.  one  of  the  members 
■of  this  Convention,  be  authorized  to  proceed  to  Fish  Kill 
Landing,  and  there  impress  two  sloops,  with  proper  per- 
sons to  navigate  them,  to  New-York,  to  assist  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  sick  from  the  military  hospitals  to  Orange 
Town. 

Thereupon  a  warrant  was  issued  to  him  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

"  Sir — You  are  hereby  required,  authorized  and  em- 
powered, to  proceed  to  the  different  landings  near  Fishkill, 
and  impress  the  first  two  large  convenient  sloops  you  may 
find,  and  send  them,  (in  pursuance  of  a  request  of  His 
Excellency  General  Washington,)  to  the  city  of  iScw- 
York,  to  remove  the  sick  from  the  hospital  thereto  Orange 
Town,  in  the  county  of  Orange  ;  for  which  purpose  you 
will  direct  the  captains  of  the  said  sloops  respectively,  on 
their  arrival  at  New-Y'ork,  to  inform  General  Wa^hinnton 
■of  their  arrival,  and  to  apply  to  Doctor  Morgan,  the  Direc- 
tor-General of  die  Hospital  for  further  orders,  for  wiucii  this 
■shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant. 

"ABM.  YATES,  Junr.  President. 
*  To  John  Moore,  Esquire." 

The  Committee  were  informed  that  Wm.  Warne,  who 
has  been  apprehended  by  their  order,  is  attending  in  cus- 
tody. 

Ordered,  That  he  be  brought  in  for  examination. 

Mr.  Warne,  of  Fishkill,  wheelwright,  being  examined, 
eays,  that  the  news  he  told  that  30,liU0  men  were  arrived 
on  Long  island,  he  heard  on  Lon?  island  from  the  inhabi- 
tants there  ;  that  he  came  from  Lung  island  on  Thursday 
iast ;  that  David  Golden  told  him  tlicrc  were  above  .'iO.OOb 
men  on  Long  island,  and  that  lO.liOO  more  were  lately  ar- 
rived at  Staten  island  ;  that  either  David  Golden,  or  some 
other  person,  informed  him  that  15,000  more  were  expect- 
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ed;  that  a  doctor  told  him  that  Genl.  Burgoync  had  so 
many  men  in  Canada  of  the  Canadians  and  Indians,  as  with 
800  regulars,  amounted  to  25,000;  that  he  was  informed 
that  men  were  killed,  and  1,500  taken  prisoners; 

that  he  was  informed  that  Lasher's  battalion  was  so  far  de- 
stroyed that  it  would  not  be  recruited  ;  that  Doctor  Ogdcn 
informed  that  Suffolk  county  had  given  up  ;  that  Genl. 
Howe  had  sent  to  Suffolk  county  ;  that  if  they  would  sub- 
mit and  testify  their  loyalty,  they  must  send  him  200  wa- 
gons, and  that  near  300  had  passed  his  house  ;  iluu  one  of 
the  lighthorsemen  told  he  had  taken  Genl.  Woodhull  in  the 
dark  in  a  barn  ;  that  before  he  would  answer  wlieii  he  spoke 
to  the  General,  he  had  cut  him  on  the  head  and  both  arms  ; 
that  the  ships  in  the  Sound  prevented  his  getting  olf  the 
island  ;  that  the  enemy  said  they  had  about  200  men  killed 
and  wounded. 

William  Warne,  by  order,  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  he  be  committed  to  the  custody  of  Capt. 
Weeks  till  further  order,  and  that  Capt.  Piatt  direct  that 
the  witnesses  against  him  be  summoned  to  attend  this  Com- 
mittee and  give  evidence. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  Con- 
gress, reported  by  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston  on  the  7th 
instant,  was  read,  amended  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Gentlemen — Sensible  of  the  great  importance  of  the 
posts  in  the  Highlands,  we  have  lately  directed  an  inquiry 
into  their  situation,  which  will  appear  from  the  enclosed  re- 
turns to  be  far  from  such  as  we  could  wish. 

"  The  necessity  General  Washington  has  of  all  the  troops 
that  compose  his  army  at  New-York,  prevented  his  sparing 
to  these  fortresses  sufficient  garri.sons  or  the  necessary 
stores.  What  may  be  the  fate  of  the  country  below  the 
Highlands  is  as  yet  uncertain,  and  may  possibly  depend  on 
the  event  of  a  single  battle.  Should  these  posts  be  proper- 
ly secured,  we  cannot  but  hope  that  the  greater  part  of  this 
State  might  nevertheless  be  retained,  and  the  communica- 
tion between  the  northern  and  southern  States  be  bv  that 
means  kept  up ;  for  which  reason  we  wish  yuu  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Congress  to  an  object  of  whose  importance 
they  have  always  been  sensible,  and  to  ask  a  proper  sup- 
ply of  stores.  We  have  already  afforded  them  all  in  our 
power  to  supply.  Fire  ships  would  be  of  great  use,  yet 
for  want  of  materials  we  are  unable  to  proceud  in  prepar- 
ing tiicm. 

"  Seamen  cannot  be  procured  here  to  man  our  armed 
vessels  without  the  greatest  delay  and  difficulty,  unless 
drafted  from  the  army  ;  perhaps  they  may  be  got  at  Phila- 
delphia. 

"  By  the  enclosed  resolves  you  will  find  that  we  have 
endeavoured  to  reinforce  the  garrisons  in  the  Highlands. 
As  these  men  are  all  taken  from  the  plough,  we  arc  very 
anxious  to  have  them  relieved  as  soon  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  Continent  will  admit. 

"  We  have  borrowed  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  twenty 
pieces  of  cannon,  ten  12  and  ton  6  pounders,  for  the  forts  ; 
we  wish  they  were  heavier,  but  we  fear  this  deficiency  can- 
not be  supplied,  and  therefore  must  endeavour  to  do  with- 
out them. 

"  You  will  find  by  the  enclosed  resolves  that  we  have 
taken  measures  to  increase  the  number  of  our  field  artillery. 
You  will  be  mindful  to  transmit  us  every  public  resolve  of 
Congress,  and  at  least  one  of  the  Pennsylvania  Gazettes 
every  week. 

"  We  are  most  respectfully,  gentlemen. 
"  To  the  Delegates  of  the  State,  &c." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  be  engrossed, 
and  subscribed  by  the  President,  and  transmuted,  and  that 
the  Secretaries  enclose  therein  copies  of  all  the  resolutions 
which  have  lately  been  ordered  to  the  Delegates. 
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DIE  MARTIS,  8  HO.  a.  m. 

Septr.  10th,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PBE3ENT — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  £sqr.  President. 
Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Jay — New-York. 
Doctor  Crane,  Mr.  Sackett,  Capt.  Piatt.  Mc.  H.  Schenk — Dutchess. 
Mr.  Yates,  Geal.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Jno.  Ten  Broeck,  Colo.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Mr.  Adgate,  Colo.  Livingston,  Mr.  Cuyler — Jitbany. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Moore  — Tryon. 
Mr.  Wm.  Smith— Su/o/fe. 

Major  Lockwood,  ]VIr.  Zeb.  Mills,  Col.  Gil.  Drake,  Mr.  Jonathan 
Piatt — Westchester. 
Major  Webster — Charlotte. 
Mr.  Wisner,  Major  Parks — Ulster. 
Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 
Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Sieve-as— Cumberland. 

Mr.  John  Schenk  attending,  informs  the  Committee  he 
is  ready  to  execute  their  orders.  Colo.  Livingston  inform- 
ed the  Committee  that  the  following  articles,  mentioned  in 
General  James  Clinton's  return  of  necessaries  for  forts 
Montgomery  and  Constitution,  are  in  store  aiFishkill  Land- 
ing, and  may  be  ordered  out  to  Mr.  John  Schenk  for  the 
forts. 

Thereupon  the  following  order  was  unanimously  made 
and  signed  by  the  President,  vizt : 

"  Please  to  deliver  to  Majr.  John  Schenk,  out  of  the 
stores  in  your  custody,  the  following  articles,  for  the  use  of 
forts  Montgomery  and  Constitution,  taking  his  receipt  for 
the  same:  25  spades,  25  billhooks,  12  shovels,  5,000  weight 
of  lead,  delivering  first  all  the  lump  lead  in  store,  and  the 
residue  in  ball  and  buck  shot,  and  seven  skeins  or  balls  of 
thread. 

"  AB.  YATES,  Junr.  Presidt. 
"  To  Nathaniel  Sackett,  Esqr." 

The  following  order  was  given  to  Mr.  John  Schenk,  for 
supplying  the  fortifications,  instead  of  the  order  made  by 
the  Convention  on  the  seventh  instant,  the  copy  whereof 
Mr.  Schenk  returned  : 

"  Sir — You  are  requested,  with  all  despatch,  to  procure 
the  under  mentioned  articles  for  the  use  of  the  garrisons  of 
forts  Montgomery  and  Constitution,  and  as  soon  as  they 
are  ready,  to  send  them  to  Brigadier-General  James  Clin- 
ton, commander  at  the  said  garrisons,  taking  his  receipts 
for  the  same,  vizt  : 

An  armourer,  with  all  his  tools  complete. 

60  wood  axes.  ^  ' 

25  spades.  .  , 

25  mattocks. 

13  shovels. 

20  wheelbarrows. 
1000  wt.  of  6  lb  iron  shot,  J  ^     ,        ,      x.  j  j 

JOOO  wt  of  9  lb       do      S  °'  **<^"  double-headed. 

3000  wt.  of  grape  shot,  from  4  to  6  oz. 

50  sets  of  great  gun  carriage  wheels. 

32  M.  bricks,  10  .M.  sliingles. 
700  wt.  of  bar  iron.  251b.  of  blistered  steel. 
400  wt.  of  iOd.  nails. 
300  wt.  of  20<i.  nails. 
7000  feet  of  three-inch  oak  plank. 

20  hocsheads  of  lime. 
2000  tacks. 

24  sheepskins  ;  1  large  magazine  lock  ;  2  pr.  shears. 
A  quantity  of  oil  and  paint,  to  paint  the  carriages. 

1  doz.  of  flat  and  half  round  hies  ;  1  doz.  of  3-sijuare  do. 

2  large  sledges  ;  2  hand-vises  ;  10  broaJaxes. 
10  handsaws;  10  hammers  ;  3  iron  squares. 

2  doz.  nail  gimblets  ;  6  pair  of  compasses. 

5  sets  of  framing  chisels  and  ausiirs. 

6  spike  gimblets  ;  2  sets  match  planes,  for  inch  and  }  in.  plank. 
10  lb.  of  twine. 

"  By  order, 
"  ABM.  YATES,  Junr.  Presidt." 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Colo.  Curtenius  be  requested  to  arouaint 
the  Convention  witli  the  qnaniilies  of  bar  and  other  lead 
he  has  shipped  off  from  New- York,  the  places  where  sent 
to,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  in  whose  hands  they  are 


deposited,  and  of  the  residue  of  other  military  stores  re- 
maining in  his  hands. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Norwood,  Commissary, 
make  a  return  to  the  Convention  of  this  State,  of  tlie  stores 
by  him  lately  delivered  to  Zebediah  Mills,  and  of  those 
sent  to  General  Clinton's  encampment,  or  otherwise  scut  out 
of  the  city  of  New- York,  and  of  such  stores,  if  any,  as  he 
may  have  on  hand. 

Abraham  W.  Depeyster  being  called  in  at  the  rcc|iicst  of 
a  member,  and  desired  to  give  such  informaiidii  respecting 
Jos.  Reade,  Esqr.  as  he  had  heard.  Mr.  Depev^ier  h.tv- 
ing  mentioned  sundry  matters  which  he  had  heard  uf  him, 
was  directed  to  withdraw  and  reduce  iiis  testimon\-  to  wri- 
ting in  form  of  an  affidavit,  and  bring  it  to  this  Ct)iiiniittcc. 

A  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Peter  Ten  Broeck,  dated 
the  23rd  August  last,  was  read  and  filed.  He  thereby  re- 
commends several  gentlemen  for  field  and  staff  oihccrs  of 
Colo.  Graham's  regiment ;  some  of  the  field  and  oilier  olFi- 
cers  of  that  regiment  being  now  in  service. 

He  also  requests  blank  commissions  for  three  compa- 
nies. He  request  to  know  whether  the  custom  of  electing 
officers  is  to  be  continued  ;  alleges  that  thereby  officers  are 
generally  appointed  who  have  no  command  over  their  men; 
which  matter  he  submits,  and  requests  an  answer. 

Colo.  Van  Rensselaer,  Capt.  Flatt  and  Colo.  Livingston, 
to  whom  General  Peter  Ten  Broeck's  letter  was  commit- 
ted, reported  a  draft  of  an  answer,  which  was  reatl  and 
approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  of  Safely  to  ac- 
quaint you,  in  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  23rd  of  August, 
It  is  their  opinion  that  the  respective  officers  now  on  duty 
are  to  be  and  remain  the  officers  of  the  diflerenl  reyimenis 
to  which  they  belong,  unless  they  should  be  removed  by 
the  fate  of  war ;  and  that  no  new  commissions  will  be 
granted  to  fill  up  any  vacancies  occasioned  by  oliiccrs  call- 
ed out  in  the  service,  but  that  they  return  to  thor  respective 
commands,  at  the  expiration  of  the  service  they  are  now  on. 

"  We  shall  forward  you  blank  commissions  for  the  three 
companies  of  militia,  provided  the  officers  are  now  out  in 
actual  service ;  if  so,  they  are  in  the  same  predicament  as 
above,  to  which  we  beg  your  answer. 

"  1  am  respectfully,  sir,  &c. 

"  To  Brigadier-Genl.  P.  Ten  Broeck, 

Dutchess  county." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Colo.  Livingston  and  Colo.  Allison  are  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  report  a  plan  of  establishing  riders  to  the  city  of 
New-York. 

Capt.  Zephaniah  Plait  informed  the  committee  that  Mr. 
Gysbert  Schenk,  who  has  been  requested  to  give  informa- 
tion of  the  late  conduct  of  Wm.  VVarne,  was  attending  at 
the  door  ;  being  called  in  and  e.^camincd,  his  deposition  fol- 
lows : 

"  Dutchess  county,  ss.  Gysbert  Schenck,  of  Dutchess 
county,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saiih,  tliat  Wil- 
liam vVarne  lately  informed  the  deponent  that  he  had  come 
from  Nassau  island  ;  that  he  had  been  informed,  and  said 
it  was  the  public  report  on  the  island,  that  the  American 
army  had  lost,  in  killed  and  taken,  about  three  thousand 
men  ;  that  he  liad  also  heard  that  the  Royal  army  had  lost 
about  two  hundred  men  ;  that  he  toid  the  deponent  that  he 
had  received  his  information  from  the  regulars  and  the  lo- 
ries;  that  he  also  informed  the  deponent  of  a  report  that 
one  man,  by  stratagem,  had  taken  prisoners  cither  ninety 
or  ninety-nine  of  the  American  army,  by  intoriiiing  them, 
when  they  had  surrounded  him,  that  they  were  then  sur- 
rounded by  a  larger  number,  and  advising  them  to  cjub 
their  arms  and  go  with  him,  with  which  the  Americans 
complied,  and  were  thereby  taken  prisoners.  That  he  also 
informed  the  deponent  that  Suffolk  county  had  all  surren- 
dered ;  that  ihe  General  had  sent  them  a  message,  iliat  if 
they  would  testify  their  loyally  they  must  send  him  two 
hundred  wagons,  and  that  they  had  sent  about  300  wagons 
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to  assist  in  removing  baggage  to  Hellgate  ;  that  he  also  in- 
formed the  deponent  tliat  he  had  he.ird  Umt  ihc  regulars 
had  thrown  up  a  breast  work,  opposite  to  llic  forlilication  at 
Horn's  Hook,  and  demohshcd  it ;  that  the  said  Wiiham 
Warne  informed  the  deponent  that  lie  had  left  Nassau  is- 
land on  Friday  last  ;  tiiat  he  gave  it  as  liis  opinion  that  the 
Roval  army  would  conquer  America. 

"  GYSBERT  SCHENCK. 
"Sworn this  10th  dayofSeptr. ) 
1776,  before  me,  J 

"  Abm.  Yates,  Junr.  President." 

Mr.  Abraham  W.  Do  Peyster,  agreeable  lo  tlie  directions 
given  him  this  morning,  brouirht  in  his  affidavit,  to  which 
he  was  sworn,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Dutchess  county,  ss.  Abraham  \V.  D.  Peyster,  be- 
ing sworn,  deposetli  and  saiih,  that  on  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day and  Friday,  the  fourth,  fifth  and  sixlli  days  of  Septem- 
ber, instant,  he  was  at  New-Rochelle,  in  the  county  of 
Westchester ;  that  on  one  of  tiie  above  named  davs  he 
heard,  (as  far  as  he  can  at  present  recollect,)  eiilier  Tlieo- 
dosius  Bartow,  of  New-Rochelle  aforesaid,  or  Anthony 
Abrahams,  of  the  town  of  Westchester,  in  substance,  say, 
in  a  conversation  this  deponent  had  with  the  one  or  the 
other  of  them  on  the  American  contest,  that  Joseph  Reade, 
late  of  the  city  of  New-York,  attorney  at  law,  but  at  pre- 
sent, as  this  deponent  understood,  a  resident  in  the  town 
of  Westchester,  was  reputed  a  great  tory ;  that  the  chief 
of  his,  the  said  Joseph  Reade's  conversation,  was  of  the 
tory  kind  ;  and  that  he,  the  said  Joseph  lieade,  had  re- 
ported, that  in  the  late  battle  on  Long  island,  between  the 
American  army  and  that  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  the 
Americans  had  lost  either  seven  or  fourteen  thousand  men. 
(This  deponent  cannot  now  recollect  which  of  the  two  num- 
bers was  mentioned,  but  rather  thinks  fourteen.)  This  de- 
ponent further  says,  that  the  amount  of  all  he  heard  at 
New-Rochelle  at  the  time  aforesaid,  respecting  Joseph 
Reid,  was,  that  the  said  Joseph  Reid  was  a  great  tory  and 
very  unfriendly  to  the  American  cause,  and  further  this 
deponent  saith  not. 

"  A.  W.  D.  PEYSTER. 
"Sworn  before  me,  this  10th  ) 
Sept.  1776.  5 

"  Abm.  Yates,  Junr.  President." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  deposition  be  transmitted  to  the 
committee  of  Westchester  county,  with  a  letter,  requesting 
them  to  proceed  thereon. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  committee  of  Westchester 
county  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit ; 

"  Sir — I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  of  Safely  of  this 
State,  to  send  you  the  enclosed  affidavit,  and  to  request 
the  committee  of  Westchester  county  to  make  I'arihcr  in- 
quiry into  the  conduct  of  the  person  charged,  and  lake  such 
other  steps  as  shall  seem  proper  lo  them. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servt. 

"  By  order. 

*'To  the  Chairman  of  the  County 

Committee,  Westchester." 

Ordered,  Tiiat  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Two  letters  from  i.Ir.  Ebenezer  Hazard,  postmaster, 
the  first  dated  the  first,  and  liie  olher  the  sixth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, instant,  was  read  and  filed. 

In  the  first  letter  he  informs,  that  he  Iiad  submitted  the 
matter  about  the  privateer,  for  wliicli  the  Commillec  ap- 
plied to  him,  to  the  other  owners,  and  sent  liie  letter  from 
the  Committee  to  those  owners.  In  the  po.^tscript  to  the 
first  letter,  and  by  his  second  letter,  he  submits  to  tlic 
Convention  the  propriety  of  cstabli>hing  a  rider  from  Dobb's 
ferry,  where  the  post  office  is,  to  1  Icad-C^uarlers  ,  and  that 
the  Albany  post  should  ride  alternately  on  each  side  of 
.Hudson's  river,  from  New- Windsor  upwards,  and  on  the 


east  side  only  below  Fish  Kill.  And  farther  informs,  that 
tiie  Comptroller  of  ihe  Post-Office  had  informed  him  tiiat 
the  Postmaster-General  thought  the  office  sliuuld  be  kept 
near  Head-Quarters. 

A  draft  of  an  answer  to  Mr.  Hazard  was  reported  by 
Mr.  Robt.  Harper  and  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  and  approved, 
and  is  m  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Sir — Yours  of  the  1st  and  6th  instant,  are  now  before 
us.  I  am,  in  consequence,  directed  to  infurm  von.  mat 
it  is  the  desire  of  the  Convention  that  the  Albany  posinder 
should,  in  going  from  and  returning  to  New-l'uik,  nue  on 
the  east  side  of  Hudson's  river,  between  the  Kill  .Tnd 
the  said  city  ;  and  that  he  cross  the  said  river  at  the  Push 
Kill  or  New-Windsor,  when  it  is  his  turn  to  ride  on  the  west 
side  thereof;  and  the  Convention  have  no  objections  to  vour 
keeping  your  office  at  Head-Quarters,  or  any  olher  ptace 
which  the  post-master  may  think  proper. 

"  I  am,  sir,  6cc. 

"  To  Mr.  Ebenezer  Hazard,  &c." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  sisrned 
by  the  President  and  transmitted. 

Mr.  Moore  reported  that  by  virtue  of  the  warrant  of 
this  Committee  he  had  impressed  the  sloops  of  James 
Jackson  and  Martin  Wiltse  to  proceed  to  the  city  of  j\ew- 
York. 

Die  Martis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  Septr.  lOtk,  1776. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prese.nt — Abraliam  Yates,  Junr.  Esur.  President. 
I\Ir.  Robert  Harper,  Mr.  Jay — New-York. 
Doctr.  Crane,  Mr.  H.  Schenk,  Capt.  P\a.U— Dutches. 
"Sir.  Ab.  Yates,  Colo.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Cuvler,  GcnI.  Ten  Broeck, 
Colo.  Livingston,  Mr.  Adijaie — JUbany. 
Mr.  Wra.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Veder — Tryon. 
Mr.  W'm.  Sm\l\\—Sujfolk. 

Colo.  Gil.  Eudd,  Colo.  Van  Corllandt,  Mr.  Haviland,  Mr.  Jonathaa 
Piatt,  Utr.  Zeb.  Mills— H'csicAciie;-. 
Major  Webster — Charlotte. 
Mr.  Wisner,  Major  Park — Ulster. 
Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith — Orange. 
Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  SiXe\ea%— Cumberland. 

A  member  informed  the  Committee  that  three  witnesses 
are  by  order  attending  at  the  door  to  be  examined  as  to  the 
conduct  and  declarations  of  Wm.  Warne. 

Doctor  Theodorus  Van  Wyck  was  first  called  in  and 
sworn  ;  he  delivered  in  his  testimony  in  writing  ;  being 
cros.s-examined  by  Wm.  Warne,  such  additions  thereto 
as  became  necessary  were  added — and  the  testimony  is  as 
follows  : 

"  I  saw  William  Warns  the  7th  instant,  who  told  me 
he  lefl  Long  island  the  5lh  in  tlic  evening,  and  says  the 
regular  army  in  Long  island  is  upwards  of  ;iO,000  strong  ; 
that  10,000  had  lately  arrived  on  Staten  island,  that  15,000 
was  daily  expected  ;  that  Burgoyne's  army  of  regulars, 
Canadians  and  Indians  was  15,000  ;  that  they  had 
spies  throughout  the  Continent,  and  had  intelligence  of 
each  other  frequently  ;  that  in  the  late  skirmishes  on  Long 
island  we  had  lost  in  killed,  prisoners  and  wounded  2,500  ; 
that  when  our  troops  evacuated  Long  island  we  left  ali  our 
cannon  and  provisions  ;  that  out.  army  behaved  ill  saving 
2  regiments,  vizt :  a  Jersey  regiment  and  Coi.  Lasher's 
regiment ;  the  latter  but  a  few  escaped  ;  that  the  rciruiars 
loss  did  not  amount  to  200;  that  General  WoodhuU  was 
taken  with  Increase  Carpenter  in  the  said  (Jarpcnter's 
barn  ;  that  General  Howe  sent  to  the  inhabitants  of  Siiiloik 
to  come  in  and  to  show  their  loyalty,  to  send  down  iOO 
wagons  ;  they  immediately  sent  300  wagons  ;  he  likewise 
told  me  he  was  almost  a  tory,  and  advised  us  all  lo  turn 
torics  that  the  King  would  certainly  overcome  us  ;  that 
the  said  William  Warne  informed  him  that  he  heard  the 
above  mentioned  matters  from  David  Colden,  a  surgeon  of 
the  army,  several  of  the  light  horse  and  Doctor  Ogden ; 
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that  he  did  not  say  that  he  knew  any  of  these  things  of 
hia  own  knowledge. 

m  o  THEODS.  VAN  WYCK,  Junr. 

"Sworn  before  me  the  ) 
lOtli  Sept.  1776.  5 

"  Abm.  Yates,  Junr.  President." 

"Roeloff  Schenck  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evan- 
gelists, deposcth  and  sailh.tliat  his  brotlicr  Gysbert  Schenck 
and  others  were  present  at  the  conversation  with  William 
Warne ;  that  the  said  Warne  informed  them  that  the  enc- 
oiy  were  in  possession  of  Nassau  island  ;  that  the  inhabi- 
tants were  making  their  submission  ;  that  he  said  that 
from  the  information  he  had  received  the  two  armies  of  the 
enemy  when  they  met  would  be  near  80,000  men  ;  that 
he  intimated  that  he  thought  the  Americans  would  be  over- 
come ;  that  he  seemed  inclined  to  ihink  that  the  Ameri- 
cans had  best  to  submit ;  that  he  also  said  that  he  had 
been  informed  that  the  regulars  by  a  baltery  or  some  works 
on  Long  island  had  demolished  ihe  fort  at  Horn's  Hook  ; 
that  he  said  he  had  his  information  from  David  Coklen, 
Doctor  Ogden  and  others  ;  that  he  said  he  heard  a  High- 
lander say  that  he  had  himself  taken  99  men  ;  that  he  in- 
formed that  he  had  seen  many  of  the  officers,  both  Hes- 
sians and  others  ;  that  he  said  those  called  friends  to  go- 
vernment were  distinguished  by  a  piece  of  something  red 
on  liieir  hats  ;  that  he  said  he  was  not  disposed  to  figiit  in 
the  affair  on  either  side,  and  that  he  would  be  willing  to 
comply  with  the  measures  of  Government,  for  he  thought 
it  would  be  in  vain  to  resist,  or  words  to  that  eflect ;  that 
he  further  informed  that  he  had  heard  that  General  Howe 
had  sent  down  to  the  inhabitants  nf  Suti'olk  county  that  if 
ibey  did  not  submit  he  would  send  down  his  army  and  de- 
stroy them  ;  that  the  different  towns  in  that  county  had 
sent  in  addresses  to  the  General  ;  that  he  had  directed 
them  if  they  would  testify  their  loyally  to  send  in  200  wa- 
gons to  transport  cannon  and  basr^age  towards  New  Town 
or  Hell  Gate,  and  that  the  different  towns  had  sent  300  wa- 

5ons  ;  that  he  farther  said  that  he  had  been  informed  that 
uslice  Kissam  was  administering  oaths  of  allegiance  to 
the  inhabitants. 

"ROELOFF  SCHENCK. 

"  Sworn  the  10th  day  of  ) 
Scplr.  1776,  before  me.  ) 

"  Abm.  Yates,  Junr.  President." 
"  Peter  Horton  being  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists, 
deposeth  and  saith,  that  Wm.  Warne  informed  him  that 
he  had  seen  the  regulars  and  some  of  the  Hessian  oliicers  ; 
that  he  said  the  regulars  had  told  him  they  had  killed, 
wounded  and  taken  three  thousand  of  our  men  ;  that  he 
said  he  reckoned  tliey  would  beat  us  ;  that  he  said  lie  was 
a  tory  ;  that  he  told  him  one  of  the  regulars  said  he  had 
killed  one  man  and  taken  99  more,  and  that  one  of  the 
light  horse  had  killed  two  riflemen  and  taken  two  others  ; 
thai  this  conversation  was  on  last  Saturday  evening. 

"  PETER  HOR  l'ON. 

"  Sworn  the  10th  day  of  ) 
Sept.  1776,  before  me.  1 

"Abm.  Yates,  Junr.  President." 

The  doorkeeper  was  directed  to  take  the  said  William 
Warne  to  Capiain  Weeks'  or  any  other  place  where  he 
may  be  safely  kept  t:ll  to-morrow  morning. 

Colo.  Livingston  and  Colo.  Allison,  the  committee  to 
■whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  employing  post  riders, 
delivered  in  their  report,  which  was  icad. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
till  to-morrow  morning. 

A  letter  from  Colo.  Henry  Rcmsen,  dated  at  New- 
Haven,  the  seventh  instant,  was  read. 

He  therein  informs  that  Mr.  Peter  Colt  is  agent  for 
Colo.  Trumbull,  the  Commissary-General,  and  employed 
up  Hudson's  river  to  purchase  flour.  He  recommends 
Mr.  Colt  to  the  members  of  the  Convention  to  direct  him 
where  to  apply  for  flour. 


Ordered,  That  Colo.  P.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Wisncr, 
Capt.  Piatt,  Major  Park  be  a  committee  to  confer  with 
Mr.  Colt,  and  give  him  the  best  directions  they  can  on  thai 
subject. 

Colo.  Remsen  farther  informs  by  his  said  letter,  that  he 
is  waiting  at  New-Haven  for  the  arrival  of  Capt.  Harri- 
son from  Providence  [with  goods]  which  were  iinfuirlcd 
by  Mr.  Van  Zandt  and  himself  for  ihe  State  of  iW-w- 
\ork;  that  he  e.xpects  them  soon,  and  requests  directions 
how  to  dispose  of,  or  where  to  lodge,  the  said  couds. 

Ordered,  That  that  part  of  Colo.  Remsen's  k  ttrr  winch 
relates  to  the  dry  goods  be  deferred  for  con.sideratiim  nU 
to-morrow  morning. 

Major  Schenk  informed  the  Convention  that  Cant. 
Wiltse's  sloop  which  was  impressed  to  go  lo  New-York 
for  the  sick,  is  delayed  for  want  of  a  master  •  that 
Capt.  Wiltse's  wife  is  in  such  a  situation  that  he  cannot 
go  abroad,  and  that  Capt.  Bush  declines  going. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Schenk  go  to  the  landing  and  en- 
deavour to  procure  some  proper  person  to  proceed  with 
the  said  sloop  immediately. 

N.  B.  Colo.  Van  Rensselaer  obtained  the  consent  of  all 
the  members  present  to  go  home  and  take  charge  of  his 
regiment,  to  furnish  their  quota  of  men,  and  to  prepare 
and  command  the  regiment  should  they  be  generally  called 
to  action. 


DIE  MERCURII,  9  iio.  a.  m. 

Sepir.  Uth,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr,  Jay— Xew-Tork. 
Doctr.  Crane,  Mr.  Zeph.  Plait,  Mr.  Sackelt— Dutchess. 
Mr.  Yates,  JVIr.  John  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cuyler,  .Mr,  Adiate,  Gen!. 
Ten  Broeck,  Col.  Livingston,  Mr.  Kobl.  Yates — Albany. 
Jtr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Voder — Tryon. 
Mr.  Wm.  Smith— S!//o//v. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith— Oranjc. 

Major  Webster — Charlotte. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Junr.  Mnjor  Parks — Ulster. 

Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Colo.  Gil.  Drake,  Mr.  Haviland,  Mr.  Jonalh. 
PlaU,  Mr.  Zeb.  Mills—  U'i:slcheiter. 

Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Sessions — Cumberland. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  subject  of  employ- 
ing post  riders  to  New-York,  was  again  read.  After 
some  time  spent  thereon  it  was  referred  to  the  Convention 
of  this  State. 

Colo.  Remsen's  letter  of  the  seventh  instant,  from  New- 
Haven,  was  again  read.  He  therein  requests  directions 
how  to  dispose  of  a  parcel  of  dry  goods,  imported  by  Mr. 
Van  Zandt  and  himself  for  the  use  and  on  the  account  of 
this  Stale. 

Thereupon  a  draft  of  an  answer  to  Colo.  Remsen  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  followinn-,  vizt  : 

"  Sir — Your  letter  by  Mr.  Colt  has  been  received,  and 
the  necessary  instructions  given  him. 

"  You  will  be  pleased  to  transport  the  goods  you  men- 
tioned to  !•  ishkill,  in  the  most  cheap  and  expeditious  man- 
ner, and  by  no  means  suffer  any  of  them  to  be  detained  or 
sold. 

"  When  the  Convention  shall  be  particularly  informed 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  inliabilants  who  have  lately 
quitted  Long  island,  they  will  doubtless  make  such  a  pro- 
vision for  them  as  humanity  and  the  condition  of  this  Stale 
may  render  necessary  and  proper. 

"  We  are,  &c. 

"By  order. 

"  To  Colo.  Henhy  Remsen." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

On  consideration  of  the  case  of  William  Warne  the 
Committee  came  to  the  following  determination,  vizt : 
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Whereas  William  Warne  has  been  guilty  of  propngat- 
ing  divers  false  reports  lending  to  injure  the  American 
cause,  and  hath  also  confessed  to  certain  pcrsmi^i  tliat  he 
was  a  tory,  and  that  in  his  opinion  it  was  best  for  the 
country  to  submit  to  its  enemies. 

Resolved,  Tlial  the  said  William  Wrirne  be  committed 
to  the  jail  of  this  county  for  one  month  ;  thit  the  superni- 
tendents  of  the  ship-yard  at  Poiighkecpsie  be  requested 
and  authorized  to  lake  the  said  VV'arnc  oui  of  jail  every 
morning  and  set  him  to  work  in  the  yards,  and  return  liim 
to  jail  every  night ;  and  that  ihcv  pay  him  weekly  such 
wages  as  his  labour  may  be  reasonably  worth. 

Resolved,  That  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  month,  the 
said  jailer  bring  the  said  \Vm.  Warne  before  the  Conven- 
tion or  a  Committee  of  Safely  of  this  State,  whichever 
of  them  may  be  then  sitting,  to  the  end  that  he  may  abide 
such  further  order  as  mav  be  then  made  concernint;  him. 

Ordered,  I'hat  Capl.  Evert  VVynkoop  Swart,  or  the  next 
commanding  officer  of  his  company,  send,  wiili  all  possi- 
ble despatch,  two  trusty  sentinels,  svell  armed  and  ac- 
coutred, ready  to  proceed  to  execute  such  orders  as  they 
may  receive  from  this  Committee  of  Safely. 

Whereas  the  Reverend  Samuel  Seaburv,  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Westchester,  in  the  county  of  Westcliejter,  is 
notoriously  disaffected  to  the  American  cause,  and  from  his 
vicinity  to  the  enemy,  has  opportunities  of  rendering  iliein 
essential  services  : 

Resolved,  That  Colo.  Joseph  Drake  be  directed  forth- 
with to  remove  the  said  Samuel  Seabury  from  Westches- 
ter lo  the  house  of  Colo.  John  Brinckerlioff,  at  this  place, 
to  remain  there  till  the  further  order  of  the  Convention  or 
Committee  of  Safely  of  this  State  ;  and  that  he  be  not 

Eermitted  to  leave  the  farm  of  the  said  Colonel  Brincker- 
off,  except  in  company  with  the  Colonel. 
On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Van  Corllandt,  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr. 
Robert  Harper,  be  a  committee  lo  inquire  into  the  circum- 
stances of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Samuel  Seabury,  and  report 
thereon  to  ihe  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  sign,  and  that  one  of  the 
Secretaries  countersign,  six  blank  commissions,  to  be  dc-  I 
livercd  to  Mr.  Crane,  for  certain  officers  in  Dutchess  coun- 
ty, and  five  others  for  certain  officers  in  the  county  of  Ul- 
ster, to  be  delivered  to  Christopher  Tappen,  Esquire. 

Major  Schenk  informed  the  Committee  that,  in  obedience 
to  their  order  of  last  night,  he  had  endeavoured  to  procure 
hands  to  navigate  the  sloop  from  the  landing  of  this  place 
to  New-York,  to  remove  the  sick  to  Orauiie  Town,  but 
thai  he  has  not  been  able  to  procure  any.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Henry  Schenk,  Esqr.  be  and  lie  is  here- 
by authorized  and  empowered  to  impress  a  river  sloop,  with 
a  master  and  men  to  navigate  her,  and  that  Mr.  Schenk 
cause  the  said  sloop  to  proceed  immediately  to  Ihe  city  of 
New-York,  to  remove  such  indisposed  persons  of  the  army 
as  Genl.  Washington,  or  Doctor  Morgan,  the  Director-Ge- 
neral of  the  Hospital,  shall  be  pleased  lo  order  on  board,  to 
Orange  Town,  in  the  county  of  Orange. 


DIE  JOVIS,  9  HO.  A.  M. 

Septr.  12th,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Abraham  Yales,  Junr.  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Baocker,  Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Jay — Ncu>-York. 
Doclr.  Crane,  Capt.  Zeph.  Piatt,  Mr.  Sackett— Du/c/ifs. 
Mr.  Ab.  Yates,  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Colo.  Livingston,  i\[r.  Adgate,  Mr. 
Robert  Yates,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Jno.  Ten  Broeck.— .7/6any. 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Veder— Tri/os. 
Mr.  \Vm.  Smith— Si. Jo/fc. 

Col.  Van  Corllandt,  Col.  Gil.  Drake,  Mr.  HavUand,  Mr.  Jonath. 
rUlt— Westchester. 

Major  Webster — Charlotte. 

Mr.  Wisaer,  Junr.  Major  Parks— t/lsi<r. 
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Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith — Orange. 
Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Egbert  Dumond,  Esquire,  of  Kingston  in  Ulster  county, 
delivered  to  the  Committee  a  letter  from  General  ScluiyieV, 
directed  to  the  President,  and  which  General  Schuyler  de- 
sired to  be  sent  by  express.  He  also  produced'  to  this 
Committee  a  letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  the  conuTiit- 
tee  of  Ulster  county,  requesting  their  militia  to  march  to 
Albany  immediately;  also  an  extract  of  intcllimMice  re- 
ceived from  Lake  Champlain. 

Mr.  Dumond  says  that  he  was  desired  by  their  commit- 
tee lo  bring  General  Schuyler's  letter  to  the  President; 
but  there  appeared  reason  to  believe  that  ihc  comuiiiice  of 
Ulster  desired  to  have  the  sentiments  of  the  Coinmitiee, 
whether  they  should  supply  the  detachments  from  tlicir 
militia  for  the  garrisons  in  the  Highlands. 

Thereupon,  the  Committee  of  Safely  made  the  follow- 
ing determination,  lo  wit : 

The  Committee  of  Safety  having  taken  into  considera- 
tion General  Schuyler's  letter  of  the  9th  instani,  to  the 
committee  of  Ulster,  and  by  them  iransmitled  to  this  Com- 
mittee. Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  levies  directed  by  the  Convention  to 
be  raised  in  that  county  to  reinforce  the  garrisons  in  the 
Highlands,  be  immediately  completed,  and  the  more  so,  as 
(ieneral  Washington  concurs  with  the  Convention  in  think- 
ing iliose  levies  highly  necessary  for  the  defence  of  those 
important  posts. 

And  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  remain- 
der of  the  militia  of  Ulster  ought  to  comply  with  such  re- 
quisitions and  directions  as  they  have  or  may  receive  from 
(Jeneral  Schuyler. 

Whereas  the  public  accounts  of  this  State  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Continental  Treasury  Board,  to  be  audited  and 
passed,  are  in  a  great  measure  delayed  for  want  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  expenditure  of  the  public  moneys  which  have 
passed  through  the  hands  of  Egbert  Dumond,  Esqr.  : 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Egbert  Dumond,  Esqr.  render  accounts 
to  the  Treasurer  or  to  the  Auditor-General,  of  all  the  pub- 
lic moneys  which  have  been  put  into  his  hands  by  the  Re- 
piesentatives  of  ihis  State,  with  all  possible  despatch. 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Secretaries  deliver  to  Egbert 
Dumond,  Esqr.  a  copy  of  the  above  order,  and  the  pream- 
ble thereof. 

A  letter  from  Major-Genl.  Schuyler,  dated  at  Albany  on 
the  9th  instant,  was  read  as  follows,  vizt : 

"  Albany,  Septr.  9th,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen — In  consequence  of  information  received 
from  Colo.  Dayton,  on  Friday  last,  that  a  body  of  ihe  ene- 
my were  to  be  at  Oswego  on  the  4lh  instant,  and  that  ano- 
ther body  were  actually  on  their  march  to  tiie  Mohawk  ri- 
ver, I  have  requested  the  committee  of  this  county  to  or- 
der up  ihe  militia,  and  they  are  now  convening  here. 

"  At  half  past  ten  this  morning  1  received  a  letter  from 
General  Gates,  dated  the  6th  instant,  at  Tyconderoga,  in 
which  he  gives  me  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Lieut.  Colo.  Hartley  to  him,  dated  from  Crown  Point  at 
two  o'clock  on  Friday. 

"  'There  has  been  a  very  heavy  cannonade  down  the  lake 
all  lliis  morning ;  it  is  undoubtedly  between  our  fleet  and 
the  enemy,  so  that  you  may  prepare  accordingly,  I  liave 
sent  down  a  boat  just  now  to  know  more  particularly.' 

"  This  intelligence  has  induced  me  to  call  upon  the 
neighbouring  counties  in  the  New-England  Stales,  and 
those  of  Ulster  and  Dutchess  in  this,  lo  march  their  mili- 
lia  up. 

"  Future  accounts  from  General  Gates  or  Colo.  Dayton 
must  determine  which  way  I  am  to  march  ihe  militia — 
whether  to  Tyconderoga  or  to  the  westward.  Our  army 
is  in  the  greatest  distress  for  medicines,  and  this  in  com- 
mon with  all  the  oilier  misforinnes  that  have  attended  our 
northern  operations,  is  imputed  to  me.  1  am  happy  that  I 
have  it  in  my  power  not  only  to  exculpate  myself  on  the 
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most  minute  and  critical  inquiry,  but  that  T  can  point  out 
the  source  of  most  of  our  disasters  in  lliis  department. 
Your  respectable  body  wdl  not  be  displeased  at  this  decla- 
ration, since  you  liave  more  immediaie  cause  lo  wish  lliat 
I  may  iiave  discharged  my  duty  with  propriety,  as  by  your 
recommendation  I  was  appointed  to  a  command  wliicii, 
notwiliistaiiding  your  favourable  opinion  of  ine,  I  know  I 
was  incompetent  lo,  and  therefore  reluctantly  accepted  the 
arduous  task. 

"  Envy,  detraction,  and  the  most  unbecoming  jealousy 
have  followed  me  from  the  beginning.  I  hope  1  have  pro- 
perly resented  every  calumny  where  I  could  fix  it  on  indi- 
viduals. To  exculpate  myself  from  the  general  clamour, 
I  have  entreated  Congress  to  make  the  strictest  inquiry 
into  my  conduct,  that  if  I  am  culpable  I  may  meet  with 
the  detestation  of  my  fellow  citizens — if  not,  and  that  oth- 
ers are,  that  the  public  resentment  may  be  transferred  lo 
the  proper  object.  I  have  even  ventured  to  declare  thai 
'I  do  not  believe  I  shall  be  even  convicted  of  an  error  in 
judgment-'  As  twenty-four  days  are  already  elapsed  since 
I  requested  an  inquiry,  and  have  not  been  honouied  wiili 
any  answer;  and  as  the  calumny  against  me  increases  with 
rapidity,  I  have  by  this  conveyance  advised  Congress  and 
General  Washington  of  my  inleniion  to  resign  as  soon  as 
I  return  from  Tryon  county  or  Tyconderoga,  and  that  I  will 
in  some  other  way  strive  lo  evince  my  affeciion  for  my 
country,  and  my  zeal  in  its  cause.  I  hope  this  step  will 
meet  your  approbation,  and  although  T  am  not  at  present 
at  liberty  to  lay  before  you  such  proofs  as  I  trust  will 
clearly  and  fully  acquit  me  of  any  impropriety  of  conduct, 
yet  it  may  hereafter  be  my  duty  to  do  it,  as  well  for  my 
own  justification  as  for  that  of  ihe  Provincial  Congress, 
who  wrote  so  partially  in  my  favour  lo  the  Conlmental 
Congress. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem, 
"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"PH.  SCHUYLER. 

"  The  Honourable  the  Congress  of  the 

State  of  New-Yorli." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Wm.  Har- 
per, Mr.  Robert  Yates  and  Mr.  Sessions  be  a  coinmillee 
to  consider  of  the  said  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  and 
report  thereon  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Whereas  the  Convention  of  ihe  Representatives  of  this 
Stale  did,  on  the  seventh  instant,  order  a  draft  of  a  commis- 
sion to  be  prepared  for  the  field  officers  of  the  detach- 
ments of  the  militia  of  Ulster,  Orange,  Dutches  and  Alba- 
ny, to  reinforce  the  garrisons  of  the  fortifications  in  the 
Highlands,  which  draft  of  a  commission  lias  remained  se- 
veral days,  but  there  has  not  since  been  a  representation  of 
tliis  State  in  Convention  to  approve  of  ihe  same  :  And 
WHEREAS  it  is  necessary  for  the  despatch  of  those  detach- 
ments that  a  commission  issue  to  Johannes  Snider,  Esqr. 
the  colonel  appointed  by  Convention  to  command  the  same  ; 
and  the  said  draft  of  a  commission  and  an  engrossed  copy 
thereof,  has  been  read  and  approved  by  this  Committee  : 
Therefore  from  the  necessity  of  the  case. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  sign,  and  that  one  of  the 
Secretaries  attest,  the  said  engrossed  copy  of  a  commission 
for  Colo.  Snider,  and  that  it  be  forwarded  lo  him  by  Eg- 
bert Dumond,  Esqr.  which  was  done  accordin^rl y. 

Whereas  the  time  limited  for  the  absence  of  Robert  R. 
Livingston  and  William  Ducr,  Esquires,  from  the  Conven- 
tion of  this  State,  hath  expired,  and  neither  of  them  haih 
returned ; 

Resolved,  That  Sampson  Dyckman,  the  messenger,  be 
directed  lo  summon  those  gentlemen  to  return  immediate- 
ly to  the  House,  and  that  ihey  pay  a  reasonable  compen- 
sation to  ihe  messenger  for  his  trouble  and  expenses. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  said  messenger  summon  all 
the  absent  members  who  may  reside,  or  be  lieuveen  this 
place  and  the  north  bounds  of  the  Manor  of  Ijivingston,  lo 
attend  immediately,  (except  (iilbcrl  Livingston.) 

Ordered,  Thai  Mr.  Robert  Harper  prepare  a  draft  of  a 


letter  to  General  Geo.  Clinton,  requesting  him  to  inform 
ihc  Convention  of  the  state  of  the  chevaux-de  fiise,  and 
other  obstructions  to  llic  navigation  of  Hudson's  river,  op- 
posite to  Fort  Washington. 

Ordered,  That  Colo.  Peter  R.  Livingston  have  leave  of 
absence,  to  depart  on  Saturday  and  return  on  Tuesday. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  send  Icllcrs  to  such  absent 
members  as  are  not  otherwise  on  duty,  desirin"  their  im- 
mediate attendance. 

A  letter  from  Colo  Svvartwout,  of  General  Clinton's  bri- 
gade, dated  the  lOlh  instant,  was  read.  He  therein  men- 
tions ihat  Lieut.  Colo.  Ferris,  of  his  regiment,  on  nccouni  of 
his  indisposition  had  obtained  leave  from  their  briL;atlier-rre- 
neral  lo  return  to  his  family;  that  he  will  not  probably  be  fit 
for  service  this  cairipaign;  and  he  recommends  a  prumo'.ion 
of  the  present  officers  now  in  service.  Colo.  Swartwout 
also  claims  llie  first  rank  in  the  brigade  lo  his  rcaiment. 

A  long  letter  from  Brigadier-Genl.  George  Clinion,  da- 
ted ihe  Sth  instant,  was  also  read.  Amongst  other  tliinss 
he  mentions  the  frequent  desertions  from  his  bricade,  and 
encloses  a  return  of  llie  brigade.  Whereby  it  appears  that 
59(5  men  are  deficient ;  that  the  deficiency  arises  from  the 
different  militia  regiments  not  having  furnished  their  quotas, 
and  from  desertions.  He  encloses  therein  a  list  of  Dutch- 
es county  deserters.  A  petition  of  complaint  against  Wil- 
liam Foreman,  the  surgeon  of  Colo.  Graham's  veaiment. 
The  testimony  of  some  witnesses  against  William  Mahany 
and  Gilbert  Tippet,  by  him  confined  for  practices  and  de- 
clarations inimical  to  American  liberty. 

Ordered,  That  General  Ten  Brocck,  Mr.  Zeph.  Piatt, 
Doctor  Crane,  Colo.  Allison  and  Mr.  Wisner,  Junr.  be  a 
committee  to  consider  of,  and  report  on,  the  letters  of  Ge- 
neral George  Clinton  and  Colo.  Swartwout,  and  the  papers 
attending  the  same  ;  and  that  the  said  committee  do  also 
report  a  resolution  lo  prevent  harbouring  deserters. 

The  Convention  of  this  State  and  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  the  State,  in  the  recess  of  the  Convention,  hav- 
ing frequent  occasion  for  guards  to  apprehend  dangerous 
and  disaffected  persons. 

Resolved,  Thai  Melancton  Smith,  Esqr.  captain-com- 
mandant of  three  companies  raised  in  the  counties  of 
Dutches  and  Westchester,  cause  a  detachment  of  a  ser- 
geant and  twelve  men  to  allend  this  Committee  without 
delay. 

Colo.  Drake  has  leave  of  absence,  to  return  on  Tuesday 
evening  next. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Sclienk  be  requested  and  autho- 
rized to  cause  to  be  apprehended  and  brought  before  this 
Coinmillee,  a  certain  Riley,  suspected  of  being  a  deserter 
from  the  army  of  the  United  American  States,  ani]  that 
Major  Schenk  use  his  discretion  as  lo  the  mode  of  appre- 
hending him,  with  power  to  demand  the  assistance  of  any 
officer  of  the  militia,  or  other  person  or  persons  in  ihe  ex- 
ecution hereof. 

Mr.  Jay  informed  the  Committee  that  he  can  employ 
Abm.  De  Peyster,  to  assist  in  bringing  up  the  reconis  of 
the  Convention  of  this  State,  and  desired  lo  know  whethe? 
llie  Committee  will  authorize  him  lo  apply  to  llie  said 
.Abraham  De  Peyster  on  that  subject. 

Agreed,  That  Mr.  Jay  have  leave  to  apply  to  converse 
with  Abraiiam  De  Peyster  on  this  subject,  and  report  the 
result  or  terms  proposed  lo  this  Committee. 


DIE  VENERIS,  9  iio.  a.  m. 

Septr  I2th,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Duane* — New-York. 
Doctor  Crane — Dutches.  , 
Mr.  Websier'—Chariolle. 

Mr.  Ab.  Yates,'  Gcnl.  Ten  Broeclv,Mr.  Jno.  Ten  Broeck,  Colo.  P.  R, 
Livingston,  Mr.  Adgale,*  Mr.  Cuyler — .dlbantj. 
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Mr.  Sessions  and  Mr.  Stevens— Cumberland. 
Mr.  Wm.  SmMi—Suffolk. 

Mr.  Haviland,  Mr.  Jonath.  Piatt,  Colo.  Van  Cortiandl*— irei/cA«ter. 

Major  Park,  Mr.  Wisner,  Junr.—  Ulster. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Jos.  Umilh— Orange. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Veder— Tryon. 

Those  gentlemen  whose  names  are  marked  with  asterisks,  are  a 
quorum  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Ordered,  That  Colo.  Livingston  have  leave  of  absence 
till  to-morrow  week,  the  order  of  yesterday  notwitiistand- 
ing. 

The  Committee  are  informed  that  the  services  and  at- 
tendance of  Matthew  Visscher,  Esqr.  as  clerk  to  the  se- 
cretary to  the  committee  in  the  city  and  county  of  Albany, 
are  absolutely  necessary.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Mauhew  Visscher,  Esqr.  be 
exempted  from  all  military  duty  during  his  coniinuauce  in 
the  exercise  of  the  said  otEce. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Ebenezer  Hazard,  dated  yesterday, 
was  read  and  filed. 

He  says  he  cannot  see  any  reason  why  the  Albany  post 
should  not  continue  to  ride  on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's 
river  as  far  as  Fishkill ;  though  "the  Comptroller  de- 
sires his  route  may  not  be  altered  until  there  is  an  absolute 
necessity,  or  order  from  the  Postmaster-General."'  In  a 
postscript  to  his  letter  he  mentions  that  some  postage  is 
due  to  him,  and  requests  an  order  for  payment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McKesson,  one  of  the  Secretaries 
of  the  Convention  of  this  State,  pay  the  postage  due  to 
Mr.  Hazard,  and  charge  the  same  to  this  Stale. 

A  letter  from  General  George  Clinton,  dated  at  King's 
Bridge  the  12lh  instant,  and  directed  to  ilr.  ^IcKesson, 
was  read.  He  therein  gives  information  of  the  state  of 
the  army  near  him  and  of  the  enemy.  And  from  tlic  in- 
telligence therein  contained,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
Samuel  Gale  and  Isaac  Ludlum,  of  Orange  county,  have 
a  correspondence  with  persons  inimical  now  on  Nassau 
island. 

This  Committee  being  informed  that  Samuel  Gale  and 
Isaac  Ludlum,  of  Orange  county,  are  concerned  in  a  dan- 
gerous correspondence  with  the  enemy, 

Resolved,  That  Colo.  Allison  immediately  repair  to 
Orange  county  and  take  such  methods  as  he  may  think 
proper  to  have  the  said  Samuel  Gale  and  Isaac  Ludlum 
immediately  apprehended,  together  with  all  papers  on  the 
subject  of  the  present  troubles  or  relative  tliereto  ;  and 
cause  them,  with  the  said  papers,  to  be  forthwith  brought 
before  this  Committee  or  the  Convention  of  this  State  ; 
and  for  that  purpose  that  he  be  authorized  to  search  the 
houses  and  all  such  other  places  belongmg  to  them  as  he 
may  judge  necessary. 

Tlie  Committee  were  informed  of  sundry  speeches  and 
declarations  of  Jacob  Peets,  Johannes  Sniuer,   Andries  j 
Hart  and  John  Archibald,  of  Ulster  county,  whereby  it  j 
appears  to  this  Committee  that  they  are  dangerous  per- 1 
sons,  inimical  to  the  cause  of  American  liberty. 

Resolvtd  and  Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Hanover 

Erecinct,  in  that  county,  be  and  hereby  are  directed  to 
ave  those  persons  apprehended,  examined  and  si'cured  ; 
and  that  they  report  their  proceedings  to  the  county  com- 
mittee of  that  county. 

"The  sub-committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter 
from  Major-General  Schuyler,  of  the  9lh  inst.  and  the  let- 
ters from  Comfort  Sands  and  Thum.is  (irant,  iiave,  accord- 
ing to  order,  taken  the  same  into  consideration  ;  and  lirst, 
that  part  of  the  General's  letter  coinmunicaiing  inhirina- 
tion  that  a  body  of  the  enemy  were  expected  at  Oswcao 
on  the  4th  instant,  and  another  body  actually  on  their 
march  to  the  Mohawk  river,  and  thai  there  had  been  a 
very  heavy  cannonade  down  Lake  Chatnplnn  on  liic 
morning  of  the  6th  instant  between  our  ilcet  and  that  ol 
the  enemy  ;  that  in  consequence  of  this  intelligence  lie  had 
ordered  up  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Albany,  Ulster 


and  Dutchess,  to  be  employed  to  the  northward  and  west- 
ward as  might  from  future  accounts  become  necessary. 
Upon  which  your  committee  observe  that  the  following 
drafts  have  already  been  made  and  directed  to  be  made 
from  the  militia  of  Dutchess  and  Ulster  counties,  (to 
wit :) 

"  In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, of  the  7th  of  June  last,  from  Dutchess,  cmliodied 
in  Brigadier-General  Scott's  brigade,  posted  near  ilie  city 
of  New-York,  335  men  ;  from  Ulster  for  the  same  ser- 
vice, 300  men  ;  a  further  draft,  agreeable  to  a  resolution 
of  the  Convention  of  this  State,  of  the  19ih  of  July  last, 
of  one-fourth  of  the  remaining  militia  of  each  ot  liie  saiJ 
counties,  which  form  a  part  of  Brigadier-General  Cimton's 
brigade,  and  are  stationed  at  or  near  King's  Bndae  ;  and 
a  third  draft,  directed  by  the  Convention  on  the  Tth  instant 
of  175  men  from  Dutchess  and  200  from  Ulster,  to  rein- 
force the  garrisons  of  forts  Montgomery  and  Constitution 
in  the  Highlands. 

"  That  when  the  last  mentioned  drafts  shall  be  complet- 
ed, it  is  supposed  that  dependence  cannot  be  made  on 
more  than  700  armed  and  well  affected  militia  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Dutchess,  or  more  than  1,000  in  the  county  of  Ul- 
ster. That  the  fortresses  in  the  Highlands  (which  are  of 
the  utmost  consequence  to  the  common  cause  of  America) 
will,  even  after  receiving  such  reinforcement,  be  far  from 
a  state  of  security.  That  in  case  of  an  attack  on  those 
fortresses,  or  any  sudden  irruption  of  our  open,  or  insur- 
rection of  our  concealed  enemies,  no  relief  can  at  present 
be  expected  from  the  armies  or  militia  to  the  southward  or 
northward. 

"  From  these  circumstances,  and  considering  further,  that 
many  of  the  militia  of  the  county  of  Dutchess  are  disaffect- 
ed, your  sub-committed  are  of  opinion  that  no  more  of  the 
militia  can,  with  any  regard  to  the  common  safety,  be 
spared  from  tlie  counties  of  Dutchess  and  Ulster:  having, 
however,  the  highest  confidence  in  General  Scliuvlcr's 
judgment  and  zeal  for  the  common  cause,  we  cannot  ad- 
vise that  his  order  for  the  march  of  the  militia  of  the  said 
counties  should  be  superseded  by  act  of  the  Committee  of 
Safely,  but  rather  that  a  member  be  immediately  despatch- 
ed to  confer  with  the  General,  that  fully  apprized  of  the 
reasons  which  influence  the  opinion  of  this  sub-commiltee, 
iio  may  be  satisfied  of  the  danger  of  drawing  all  the  militia 
from  those  counties,  and  give  such  directions  as  shall  ap- 
pear to  him  most  salutary  in  this  difficult  and  arduous  con- 
juncture. 

"  Your  sub-committee  are  further  of  opinion,  that  Gene- 
ral Schuyler  be  informed  with  respect  to  the  subject  rnatter 
ot  the  two  last  mentioned  letters,  that  there  are  a  quantity 
of  medicines  at  Pouglikeepsie,  in  the  hands  of  Gerardus 
Duycking  and  Doctor  Tappen,  and  a  farther  quantity  at 
Ncw-Fiochelle,  in  the  hands  of  Comfort  Sands,  the  origi- 
nal costs  of  which  last  appear  to  be  £340  sierling.  such 
part  of  which  as  shall,  in  the  judgment  of  the  director  of 
the  liospital,  or  his  agent,  be  found  servicable,  may  be  pur- 
chased for  the  use  of  the  Continental  army,  the  Convention 
having  directed  them  to  be  reserved  for  that  purpose,  and 
that  the  letter  from  Mr.  Sands  and  Mr.  Grant,  and  the  in- 
voice, enclosed  in  the  letter,  be  transmitted  to  the  General 
for  his  belter  information. 

"The  sub-committee  are  further  of  opinion,  that  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  General's  letter,  which  more  immedi- 
ately relates  to  himself,  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Convcniion  at  their  first  meeting." 

The  said  report  being  read,  and  again  read  by  paragraphs 
and  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  does  agree  with  their 
sub  commiltee  in  their  said  report:  And 

Resolved,  That  Jacob  Cuyler,  Esquire,  be  the  member 
lo  wait  upon  General  Schuyler,  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
in  the  aforegoing  report. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  President  to 
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General  Geo.  Clinton,  requesting  him  to  cause  the  medi- 
cines and  hospital  stores  which  were  lately  left  at  the  house 
of  Aaron  Bussing,  near  llie  church  in  Haeriem,  to  be  re- 
Oioved  to  some  place  of  safety  near  his  encampment,  or 
where  he  may  think  them  most  safe  from  liie  enemy. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Genl.  George  Clinton,  respecting 
the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river,  was 
read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  viz  : 

"  Sir — Being  informed  by  a  member  of  the  Convention, 
that  some  of  the  chevaux-de-frisc  intended  to  be  effeclu- 
ally  sunk  in  Hudson's  river,  were  a  few  days  ago  floating 
with  the  tide,  I  am  directed  to  request  the  favour  of  you  to 
inform  me  what  probability  there  is  of  the  permanence  of 
those  machines,  their  distance,  and  whether  you  conceive 
the  navigation  of  the  enemy's  fleet  is  thereby  obstructed. 

"  If  you  have  any  thing  else  to  communicate  on  this  sub- 
ject, whereby  defects  may  be  repaired,  and  the  plan  more 
efTectually  executed,  it  will  be  of  important  service  to  the 
State. 

"  I  am,  sir,  &c. 

"  To  Genl.  Geo.  Clinton." 


Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  be  engrossed, 
and  signed  by  tiie  President,  and  transmitted. 

Certain  resolutions  to  prevent  a  correspondence  witii  the 
enemy,  by  preventing  persons  from  travelling  in  il)is  ^itaie 
from  one  county  to  another  without  a  pass,  were  proposed 
and  read. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  they  were  committed  to  Mr. 
Jay  to  report  thereon. 

Die  Veneris,  4  ho.  P.  M.  Sept.  WWi,  1776. 
This  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Abraliam  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Robt.  Harper,*  Mr.  Duane — New-York. 

Mr.  Ab.  Yates,*  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  .John  Ten  Brocck— -J/iany. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith'— Su/o/t. 

Major  Park,  Mr.  Wisner,  Junr. — Ulster. 

Only  three  members  of  the  quorum  of  the  Commiitee  of 
Safely  attending,  viz.  those  gentlemen  whose  names  are 
marked  with  asterisks,  the  Commiitee  could  not  proceed 
to  business  for  want  of  a  sufficient  quorum,  and  therefore 
adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  at  9  o'clock. 
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DIE  SABBATI,  9  ho.  a.  m. 

Septr.  Uth,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr. 
Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Duake — New-York. 
Doctr.  Crane,  Mr.  Sackett,  Major  Schenk,  Capt.  Zeph.  Platt,  Mr. 
R.  R.  Livingston — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Ab.  Yates,  Genl.  Ten  Bboeck,  Mr.  John  Ten  Broeck,  Mr. 
Atgate,  Mr.  Robt.  Yates— Albany. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Veder — Tryon. 
Mr.  Wm.  Smith— Suffolk. 

Mr.  Haviland,  Mr.  Jon-ith.  Platt,  Mr.  ZEB.Mitis — Westchesler. 
Major  Webster,  Mr.  Duzv.— Charlotte. 
Mr.  WisNER,  Junr.  Major  Parks — Ulster. 

Mr.  WiSNER,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith  Orange. 

Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Sessions — Cumberland. 

The  information  and  representation  of  Lieut.  Colonel 
Benjamin  Birdsall,  and  also  the  representation  of  Lieut. 
Thos.  Williams,  of  Capt.  iN'oslrandl's  company,  as  to  llie 
state  of  Colo.  Smith's  reeiment,  raised  on  iNassau  island, 
each  dated  the  sixth  instant,  were  respectively  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  deferred  for  consideration  until 
the  state  of  Nassau  island  is  taken  into  consideration,  or 
further  information  can  be  obtained. 

Henry  Wisner,  Esqr.  informed  the  Committee  that  a 
large  quantity  of  saltpetre,  in  the  hands  of  several  persons, 
is  ready  to  be  purchased,  and  requested  an  order  on  the 
Treasury  for  two  hundred  pounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Hen- 
ry Wisner,  Esqr.  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds,  to  pur- 
chase saltpetre  ;  that  the  Treasurer  take  a  receipt  for  the 
same ;  and  that  Mr.  Wisner  hereafter  render  an  account 
to  the  Convention  of  the  expenditure  of  that  money. 

Mr.  Joseph  Smith  has  leave  of  absence  for  three  days, 
this  day  included,  then  to  return  or  send  a  member  from 
that  county  in  his  place. 

N.  B.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Es(jr.  and  William  Duer, 
Esqr.  attended,  whereby  there  is  a  representation  of  tins 
State  in  Convention.  The  names  of  those  gentlemen  are 
added  to  the  members  of  their  respective  counties,  and  the 
Convention  proceeded  to  business. 
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Whereas  the  present  critical  situation  of  this  State,  and 
the  important  objects  the  Convention  have  in  view,  render 
it  necessary  that  the  good  people  of  this  State  should  be 
fully  and  constantly  represented  in  this  Convention. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  all  the  members  of  this  Con- 
vention do  forthwith  and  at  all  times  during  the  session 
thereof,  regularly  give  their  attendance  at  it,  except  such 
of  the  members  as  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be  absent  by 
order  of  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  copies  of  the  aforegoing  resolutions  be 
immediately  transmitted  to  the  committees  of  all  the  coun- 
ties in  this  State,  except  those  of  Richmond,  Kings, 
Queens,  Suffolk,  and  the  city  and  county  of  New-York, 
and  to  all  the  members  of  those  five  counties  who  may  not 
be  in  the  power  of  the  enemy. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  report  a  form, 
of  government,  do  report  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Mr.  Jay,  according  to  order,  reported  the  draft  of  certain 
resolutions  for  granting  passes  to  travellers  and  licenses 
to  innkeepers.  The  same  were  read,  and  adjourned  for 
farther  consideration. 

Mr.  Joshua  H.  Smith  obtained  leave  of  absence  till  Mon- 
day next. 

Ordered,  That  Sa.  Dyckman,  the  messenger,  be  di- 
rected to  serve  and  deliver  copies  of  the  above  resolution 
requiring  the  regular  attendance  of  the  members  of  this 
Convention. 

Mr.  Jay  reported  a  set  of  resolutions  to  prevent  persons 
travelhng  without  passes,  which  were  read. 

Die  Sadbati,  4  ho.  P.  M.  Sept.  Uth,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esquire,  President. 

Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Rob.  Harper,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Jay— ^'tic-i'orK. 

Mr.  Sackett,  Major  Schenk,  Capt.  Zeph.  Plait,  Doctr.  Crane,  Rob.  R. 
l^iviassioa— Dutchess. 

Mr.  Ab.  Yates,  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Robt.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate, 
Joha  Ten  Broeck — ilbanij. 

Mr.  .Moore,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Veder— Tn/on. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith— 

Mr.  MiUs,  Mr.  Jonath.  Platt,  Mr.  lUvilmni— Westchester. 
Mr.  JDuer,  Major  Weistei— Charlotte. 
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jlr  Wisner,  Junr.  Major  Parks — Ulster. 

>Ir.  Wisner— Orange. 

Xr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Sesiions— Cumberland. 

Henry  Wisner,  Esqr.  of  Orange  county,  obtained  leave 
of  absence,  to  return  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  or  request,  of  Mr.  Jay,  the  letter  from  Bri- 
gadier-General Scott,  dated  the  sixth  instant,  and  read  in 
3ie  Committee  of  Safety  the  ninth  instant,  was  read  and 
committed  to  Mr.  Robert  Yates,  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Duer. 

Mr.  Duer  produced  a  draft  of  certain  resolutions  to  en- 
courage persons  upwards  of  fifty  years,  in  the  respective 
districts  in  this  State,  to  form  themselves  into  military  com- 
panies for  the  defence  of  their  liberties,  lives  and  proper- 
ties. 

The  same  being  read  and  moved  for,  and  seconded,  de- 
bates arose  thereon.  After  some  time  spent  therein,  they 
were  committed  to  Doctor  Crane,  Mr.  Robert  H.  Livingston 
and  Mr.  Duer,  to  reconsider  the  same  and  report  tliereon. 

A  short  letter  from  General  George  Clinton,  dated  at 
King's  Bridge  the  13th  instant  was  read. 

He  therein  informs  that  he  had  examined  the  bearers, 
William  Tredwell  and  Benj.  Ludlum,  and  sent  their  exa- 
minations to  General  Washington,  and  had  sent  the  bear- 
ers to  this  Convention  for  further  examination. 

A  short  letter  of  the  said  Tredwell  and  Ludlum  to  Ge- 
neral Washington  and  which  was  handed  over  to  General 
Clinton  and  enclosed,  was  also  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Robert  Yates  be  a 
committee  to  examine  the  said  William  Tredwell  and  Ben- 
jamin Ludlum.  And 

Ordered,  That  as  soon  as  their  examinations  are  taken 
by  the  said  committee,  they  be  taken  into  custody  of  Lieu- 
tenant Robert  Brett,  or  such  guard  of  the  militia  as  he  may 
appoint  for  that  purpose,  and  detained  in  custody  until  fur- 
ther order  of  this  Convention. 

Mr.  Sackett  informed  the  Convention  that  five  or  six 
soldiers  from  Philips'  precinct,  in  Dutchess  county,  are 
unarmed  at  the  forts  in  the  Highlands,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee of  that  precinct  requests  an  order  to  purchase  arms 
for  them  at  the  public  expense,  on  an  engagement  of  the 
committee  that  the  said  arms  be  restored  to  llie  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  sub-committee  of  Philipse's  precinct 
bo,  and  hereby  are,  empowered  to  purchase  five  or  six 
arms  for  the  use  of  the  said  soldiers,  the  said  arms  to  be 
paid  for  by  this  State,  and  the  said  sub-committee  to 
be  accountable  so  far  for  the  said  arms  as  to  see  that  they 
are  restored  to  the  State,  by  being  delivered  to  a  Commis- 
sary of  military  stores  of  this  State,  only  that  the  State 
may  not  lose  those  arms. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  write  a  letter  to  the  Au- 
ditor-General of  this  State,  and  request  his  attendance  on 
this  Convention,  and  that  he  therein  inform  the  Auditor- 
General  that  the  reason  of  requesting  his  attendance  is  to 
point  out  the  persons,  or  their  particular  accounts,  wanting 
which  prevent  stating  tlie  accounts  of  this  State  with  the 
United  Slates. 

A  letter  received  this  afternoon  from  His  Excellency 
General  Washington,  dated  the  12lh  inst.  was  read,  and 
follows,  vizt : 

"  Head.Qr3.  New- York,  \ 
"  Sept.  12th,  1776.  J 

"  Sir — I  yesterday  received  the  favour  of  your  letter  of 
the  9th,  with  its  several  enclosures,  and  am  extremely  hap- 
py that  your  Honourable  Body  had  anticipated  my  recom- 
mendation by  resolving  on  an  .lugmcntalion  of  six  hundred 
men  to  the  garrisons  in  the  Highlands.  The  importance 
of  those  posts  demands  the  utmost  attention,  and  every  ex- 
ertion to  maintain  them. 

"  The  vessels  for  the  removal  of  the  sick  are  not  yet  ar- 
rived. Their  present  situation  gives  me  irreat  anxiety. 
As  the  wind  is  now  favourable,  1  would  fain  hope  that  a 
«ufl5cient  number  will  come  down  to  day  to  take  in  the 
whole.    If  they  do  not  my  distress  will  be  much  increased. 

"  Genl.  Clinton,  in  a  letter  of  the  8lh,  transmitted  me  a 


list  of  artillery  and  ordnance  stores  wanted  at  forts  Mont- 
gomery and  Constitution,  which  included  the  several  arti- 
cles you  have  determined  to  procure,  except  lliose  men- 
tioned below. 

"  I  directed  that  they  should  be  sent  up,  but  as  the  situa- 
tion of  our  affairs  at  this  lime  may  not  perhaps  admit  of  it, 
and  think  it  will  be  prudent  for  Mr.  Sclicnk,  whom  you 
have  appointed  an  agent  in  this  instance,  to  cot  all  he  can. 
Should  he  be  able  to  obtain  the  siipplv  you  have  vutcii  ne- 
cessary, and  Genl.  Clinton's  demand  be  complied  wuh  al- 
so, no  damage  will  be  done.  Our  stores  will  not  be  too 
large. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
"  With  great  respect,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obedt.  servt. 

"GO.  WASHINGTON. 
"  Intrenching  tools,  iron  carriages,  cannon  harness,  ar- 
mourer with  his  tools." 


DIE  SOLIS,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

September  I5th,  1776. 
The  following  members  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  . 

Prese.vt — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Duane — Kew-York. 
Mr.  Sackett,  Mr.  H.  Schenk,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston— fl«/c/ics. 
Mr.  Ab.  Yates,  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Robt.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate, 
Mr.  John  Ten  Broeck— .ilbany. 
Major  Webster,  Mr.  Duer— C/iar/o»c. 
Mr.  Wm.  Smith— Su/o/&.  , ,  '. 

Mr.  Mills — Westchester.  ■  •  - 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland.  ; 
Mr.  Wisner,  Junr.— Ulster.  '  . 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  I\Ir.  Veder — Tryon. 


MONDAY  MORNING. 

September  I6th,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Abm.  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  Presidt. 
Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Harpur,  Mr.  liancker,  Mr.  Jay — For  New-York. 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Schenk,  Capt.  VIM— Dutches. 
Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Robt. 
Yates,  Mr.  Adgate — For  jllbany. 

Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Webster- for  Charlotte. 
Mr.  Wra.  Smith— i^'or  Sugolk. 

Mr.  Haviland,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Piatt— i^or  Westchester. 
Mr.  Wisner,  Junr.^ — For  Ulster. 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Veder — For  Tryon. 
Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stevens — For  Cumberland. 

No  other  members  appeared ;  for  want  of  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  members  to  represent  the  State,  the  members  ad- 
journed to  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Die  LuNyE,  4  ho.  P.  M.  Sept.  I6lh,  1776. 

The  members  of  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Present — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Jay — New-York. 

Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Jonath.  Piatt,  Mr.  Ua.\i[d.ni— Westchester. 

Mr.  AVisner,  Colo.  Allison — Orani^e. 

Mr.  Ab.  Yates,  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  John  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Ad- 
gate— Jitbany. 

Mr.  Moore  Mr.  Veder— Tryon. 
Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Wm.  Smith— Si/jTbZfc.  i  - 

Mr.  Wisner,  Junr.  Major  Parks — Ulster. 
Major  Webster,  Mr.  Duer — Charlotte. 

Capt.  Zeph.  Piatt,  Doctr.  Crane,  Mr.  Sackett,  Mr.  H.  Schenk,  Mr. 
R.  R.  Livingston — Dutches. 

Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Sessions — Cumberland. 

The  Convention  was  informed  that  the  militia  of  West- 
chester county  are  not  so  properly  arranged  and  managed 
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as  they  ought  to  be  at  this  critical  juncture,  whicli  is  occa- 
sioned by  llie  absence  of  General  Morris  :  Tlicrefore, 

Resolved,  Tlial  General  Morris,  now  at  ihe  General 
Congress,  do  iinnnediately  return  and  resume  the  command 
of  his  brigade. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  enclose  a  copy  of  the  afore- 
going resolution  in  a  letter  to  Genl.  Morris,  and  transmit 
the  same  to  Genl.  ;\Iorris  with  ilie  utmost  despatch. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Robert  Yates  be  a 
committee  to  examine  Samuel  Gale,  who  has  been  brouglit 
here  in  custody  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Sat'ciy. 

Ordered,  That  Jlr.  Hobart,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  and 
Mr.  Duer,  be  a  commiliee  to  report  what  further  measures 
are  necessary  to  bring  Abraham  Lett,  Esqr.  to  account  to 
this  Convention  for  the  public  moncvs  now  in  his  hands, 
as  Treasurer  of  the  Colony  of  New-York. 

Whereas  Ezra  L'honmicdieu,  Esqr.  loan  officer  of  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  did  some  lime  since  deposite  into  the 
treasury  of  this  Convention  the  sum  of  four  luindred  and 
twenty  pounds,  which  he  had  received  of  sundry  persons 
for  principal  and  interest  due  on  the  several  sums  by  them 
respectively  borrowed  of  him  as  loan  officer  as  aforesaid  : 

Resolved,  That  tiie  Treasurer  of  this  State  do  immedi- 
ately pay  to  Egbt.  Benson,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  Dutchess  county,  the  above  sum  of  four  hundred 
and  twenty  pounds,  and  that  tlie  receipt  of  the  said  Egbert 
Benson  shall  be  a  sufficient  discharge  to  the  Treasurer  for 
the  payment  of  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Egbert  Benson  apply  the  said  sum  of 
money  to  the  payment  of  the  wages  and  subsistence  due 
to  the  companies  under  the  command  of  Captain  I^Ielanc- 
ton  Smith. 


TUESDAY  MORNING, 

Septr.  17th,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  Presidt. 
Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Duane.  Mr.  Jay,  iNfr.  Harper — For  Nac-York. 
Dr.  Crane,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Saeket— for  Dutches. 
Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Genl.  TenBroeck,  Mr.  Robt.  Yates,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck, 
Mr.  Adgate — For  Albany. 

Colo.  Allison.  Mr.  Smith,  Dr.  Sherwood,  Mr.  AVisner — For  Orange. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Hobart— /"or  SujTulk. 
Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Haviland,  Mr.  Piatt— for  Westchesla-. 
Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Webster — For  Charlotte. 
Mr.  Wisner,  Junr.  Major  Parks — For  Ulster. 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Veder — For  Tryon. 
ill.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stevens — For  Cumberland. 

Resolved,  That  Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  and 
Mr.  Wisner,  Senr.  be  and  arc  hereby  appointed  a  commit- 
tee of  correspondence.  That  thev  be  and  hereby  are  au- 
thorized to  establish  post  riders  between  the  Fish  Kill, 
where  this  Convention  now  statedly  sits,  and  Ilcad-Quar- 
ters,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  daily  inlellicencc,  and 
that  this  Convention  will  make  provision  for  defraying  the 
expense  thereof;  and  that  the  said  committee  be  and  are 
hereby  empowered  to  write  letters  to  any  correspondents, 
and  take  every  other  proper  means  to  obtain  intelligence. 

Sundry  affidavits  taken  by  Robert  Erskine.  E.-qr.  rela- 
tive to  the  conduct  of  persons  disaffected  to  the  American 
cause,  were  read  and  deferred  to  consideration  and  e.xpla-  1 
nation  until  the  members  from  the  coiiniry  were  present. 

The  petition  of  Heniy  Chase,  dated  at  the  \\'hite 
Plains  on  the  13th  instant,  praying  lobe  released  from 
imprisonment,  was  read. 

The  several  petitions  of  Jonathan  Purdy,  Junr.  Rynier 
Van  Housen  and  John  Fowler,  were  read. 

The  said  Jonathan  Purdy.  Junr.  thereby  declares  he  is 
an  enlisted  soldier  in  the  British  army  ;  and  the  said  Ry- 
nier Van  Housen,  that  he  is  a  registered  pilot  in  tlic  Bri- 
tish navy,  and  ihey  pray  to  be  admitted  to  their  parols  as 


prisoners  of  war.  And  the  said  John  Fowler  sets  forth 
ihe  manner  in  which  he  formerly  came  on  board  of  one  of 
the  British  sliips  of  war. 

A  letter  from  Colo.  Malcom,  dated  the  si.\th  instant,  di- 
rected to  Mr.  McKesson,  giving  some  infonnatinn  respect- 
ing Captain  Stewart's  company  in  his  regiment  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Robert  Yaics  and  Mr. 
Mills  be  a  committee  to  lake,  consider  of  and  report  on 
the  said  affidavits,  petitions  and  letter,  and  that  they  bring 
in  reports  with  all  convenient  speed. 

That  part  of  General  Geo.  Clinton's  letter  of  the  8ih 
of  Seplr.  which  relates  to  Lieut.  Colo.  Ferris,  was  read. 

Colo.  Swartwoul's  letter  of  the  lOih  of  Sc]iir.  insuint, 
respecting  Colo.  Feiris's  ill  stale  of  health,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  lieutenant-colonel  and  major  for  that  regi- 
ment, was  also  read. 

Resolved,  That  Lieulenant-Colo.  Ferris  be  permitted 
lo  decline  the  present  service  ;  that  Major  Thompson  be 
appointed  lieutenant-colonel,  and  Captain  Molt  appointed 
major  of  Colo.  Swartwoul's  present  regiment  of  militia  nuw 
in  service  in  Brigadier-Genl.  Geo.  Clinton's  brigade  while 
in  the  present  service,  in  addition  to  their  former  respec- 
tive commands  in  ihe  militia  in  iheir  respective  counties. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  despatch  the  commissions 
for  Lieut.  Colo.  Thompson  and  Major  Molt. 

Resolved,  That  the  eldest  first  lieutenant  of  Colo. 
Swartwoul's  [regiment]  be  promoted  lo  he  captain,  vice 
Major  Molt,  and  that  ihe  other  officers  rise  in  succession  ; 
and  that  the  Secretaries  send  as  many  blank  commissions 
lo  Genl.  Geo.  Clinton  as  there  are  officers  in  that  regimeni. 

The  Convention  were  informed  that  a  person  lute  one 
of  the  lighthorsemen  of  King  scounly,  and  a  lieutenant  of 
Colo.  Smith's  regiment,  are  about  Poughkeepsic  in  some 
distress,  and  thai  pay  is  due  lo  ihem ;  that  sundry  of  the 
lighthorsemen  fled  from  the  island  and  have  left  their 
horses  behind  ihem. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Sclienk  and 
Doctor  Crane  be  a  commiliee  lo  enquire  into  the  siliialion 
of  ihe  lighthorsemen  who  were  obliged  to  fly  from  the 
said  island  and  Lieulenanl  Onderdonck,  and  ihal  they 
report  ihereon. 

Mr.  Wisner  of  Orange  county  proposed  to  the  Conven- 
tion that  the  company  of  militia  from  Orange  county  lately 
ordered  lo  be  detached  lo  augment  the  garrisons  of  forts 
Montgomery  and  Constitution,  be  permitted  to  have  that 
duty  performed  by  diiTerenl  companies  or  parcels  of  mili- 
tia in  rotation. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wisner,  General  Ten  Broeck,  3Ir. 
Sackell  and  Major  Schenck  be  a  commiliee  to  consider  of 
the  said  proposal,  and  report  ihereon  with  all  convenient 
speed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  farther  mea- 
sures are  necessary  lo  bring  Abraham  Lolt,  Esqr.  lo  ac- 
count to  this  Convention  for  liie  public  moneys  now  in  his 
hands  as  Treasurer  of  the  Colony  of  New-York,  deliver- 
ed in  their  report,  which  was  read,  amended,  resolved  on 
and  agreed  to  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

Whereas  the  late  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Stale 
did,  on  ihe  ninth  day  of  JLarch  last,  enter  into  a  resolution 
in  ihe  words  following,  lo  wit : 

"Whereas  ihe  public  exigencies  of  the  Colony  are  so 
great  as  to  require  that  all  the  public  revenues  of  the  same 
should  be  appropriated  to  defray  its  expenses  :"  A.\d 
WHEREAS  the  General  .Assembly  of  the  Colony  have  by 
their  proro^alion  made  on  ihc  day  appointed  lor  their 
meeting,  been  prevented  from  proceeding  to  ihe  despatch 
of  the  ordinary  business  thereof,  it  ihcretore  becomes  ne- 
cessary for  the  Represenialives  of  the  people  in  Provincial 
Congress  to  attend  lo  the  proper  applicalion  of  the  public 
moneys  novv  in  the  hands  of  the  said  Alir;iham  Ijvii,  Esqr. 

"  Resolved  and  Ordered,  therefore,  That  the  said  Alira- 
ham  Loll  be  directed,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  within 
thirty  days  from  this  day,  to  lay  before  this  Congress,  or  the 
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Qofomhtce  of  Safety,  on  oath,  an  account  of  all  the  moneys 
th.it  now  are  or  shall  be  in  his  hands,  as  Treasurer  of  this 
Colony,  particularly  stating  to  what  funds  they  belong,  and 
whether  any  and  what  funds  are  appropriated  to  any  and 
what  uses,  and  every  other  matter  whicli  shall  be  neccs- 
gary  to  constitute  a  complete  state  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Colony."  A  copy  of  which  was  left  by  tlie  Secretary  of 
this  Convention,  at  the  usual  place  of  residence  of  the  said 
Abraham  Lott,  Esqr.  in  the  city  of  New-York.  And 
WHEREAS,  The  said  Abraham  Lott  hath  neglected  to  com- 
ply with  the  tenor  of  the  said  resolution  :  therefore, 

Ordered  peremptorilij,  That  the  said  Abraham  Lott, 
do  forthwith  attend  this  House  on  pain  of  contempt,  and 
that  he  bring  with  him  the  books,  papers  and  money  be- 
longing to  the  treasury,  in  order  that  the  public  accounts 
of  the  Colony  of  New-York  may  be  settled,  and  the  balance 
paid  to  the  present  Treasurer  of  this  Stale. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  aforegoing  resolution  and 
order  be  served  on  Abraham  Lott,  Esquire,  by  Mr.  John 
Campbell,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  require  an  answer  in 
writing  for  the  justification  of  his  conduct. 

Resolved,  That  if  Abraham  Lott,  Esquire,  shall  refuse 
to  attend  this  Convention,  or  neglect  to  set  out  within  rive 
days  after  the  receipt  of  the  above  order,  and  pursue  his 
journey  with  all  reasonable  despatch,  that  he  be  then  ap- 
prehended and  sent  under  guard  to  this  Convention  at  Fisti- 
kills,  in  Dutches  county,  and  Mr.  John  Campbell  is  hereby 
required  and  empowered  to  apply  to  any  committee  m  the 
States  of  New-Jersey  or  New-York,  in  order  iliat  he  may 
obtain  assistance  for  carrying  the  aforegoing  resokiiioii  and 
order  into  execution,  and  that  Mr.  Campbell  be  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  all  the  above  resolutions. 

On  motion,  the  following  resolutions  were  agreed  to, 
vizt : 

Whereas,  since  the  dissolution  of  the  late  Government 
under  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  it  is  inconsistent  with 
sound  policy,  that  any  of  the  public  moneys  should  be  paid 
into  the  hands  of  any  officers  not  duly  authorized  by  the 
Convention  of  this  State  to  receive  the  same  :  And  where- 
as, it  is  the  duty  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people  to  se- 
cure the  public  revenues  for  the  purposes  of  detending  the 
lives,  liberties  and  property  of  the  good  people  ot  this 
invaded  State.  Therefore, 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  Abraham  Lott,  Esqr.  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Colony  of  New-York,  cease  to  demand  or 
receive  any  moneys  belonging  to  the  same,  and  that  the 
said  moneys  be  only  paid  to  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esqr. 
the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  receive  the  same,  and  all  persons  owing  money 
to  this  State,  are  hereby  ordered  to  account  with  Peter  V. 
B.  Livingston,  and  to  make  payment  with  all  possible  ex- 
pedition. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  loan  officers  in  the 
different  counties  m  this  State,  do  forthwith  pay  into  the 
hands  of  the  present  Treasurer,  all  such  sums  of  money 
as  they  have  at  present  in  hands,  or  hereafter  may  receive 
either  on  account  of  the  principal  sums  lent  or  lor  the  in- 
terest due  on  such  sums  ;  and  that  the  receipt  of  the  Trea- 
surer of  this  State  shall  be  considered  by  the  supervisors 
of  the  different  counties  as  a  voucher  for  the  money  so 
paid,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been 
paid  to  Abraham  Lott,  Esqr.  late  Treasurer  of  the  Colony 
of  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  loan  officers  in  all  the  counties 
in  this  State  be  impowered  to  act  in  that  capacity  till  fur- 
ther orders  from  this  Convention,  or  a  future  Legislature 
of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  do  immediately  transmit 
copies  of  these  resolves  to  Abraham  Lott,  Esqr.  and  to 
the  loan  officers  in  the  different  couniics  of  this  State,  and 
that  the  same  be  published  four  weeks  successively,  in  all 
the  public  newspapers  of  this  State. 

Information  was  given  to  the  Convention  by  some  of  the 
members  from  the  counties  of  Orange  and  Ulster,  that 


there  is  great  reason  to  apprehend  that  there  arc  many  dan- 
gerous persons  in  those  counties.  That  from  several  pieces 
of  testimony  given  to  the  diOercnt  committees  in  those 
counties,  it  is  probable  that  persons  there  have  been  en- 
listing or  endeavouring  to  enhst  men  to  join  the  enemy. 

Ordered,  That  the  members  of  this  Convention  trom 
the  counties  of  Orange  and  Ulster,  be  a  commiticc  to  en- 
quire into  the  grounds  of  the  apprelicnsions,  and  the  partic- 
ulars of  all  such  testimony  as  ihey  can  collect  on  that  sub- 
ject, and  to  report  the  measures  necessary  to  he  taken  lo 
prevent  such  disaffected  persons  in  those  counties  from 
joining  or  aiding  the  enemy. 

The  Deputy  Treasurer  delivered  in  a  hst  of  tlie  accounts 
or  sums  of  public  moneys,  which  have  at  dilTercnt  tunes 
been  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  by  order  of  the  Represcnta 
tives  of  this  State,  and  which  remain  unaccounted  lor, 
whereby  the  public  accounts  of  this  State  against  the  Con- 
tinent remain  unsettled,  and  are  prevented  from  beinn-  trans- 
mitted to  be  audited  and  paid.    The  same  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  .Air.  Duane,  Mr.  Bancker  and  Mr.  Moore, 
be  a  committee  to  take  the  same  into  consideration,  and  re- 
port thereon. 

A  letter  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  Esqr.  Commissary-Ge- 
neral, dated  the  16di  instant,  was  received  by  a  messen- 
ger and  read.  He  therein  mentions  that  the  American  ar- 
my had  evacuated  New-York,  that  in  the  retreat  he  had 
left  behind  him  large  quantities  of  flour  which  reduced  the 
magazine  too  low,  and  requests  the  aid  of  this  Convention 
to  procure  flour. 

Agreed  unanimously,  That  Major  Henry  Schenk, 
Colo.  Charles  D.  Witt  and  Dirck  Wynkoop,  Esqrs-  be  ap- 
pointed agents  for  and  on  beiialf  of  "the  Commissary-(Je- 
neral,  and  that  a  draft  of  resolutions  for  that  purpose  be 
prepared  and  brought  in,  in  the  afternoon. 

Die  Martis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  Seplr.  ilth,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Jay,  .Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Hob.  Harper,  Mr.  i:uane— or/c. 
Mr.  VVisner,  Junr.  Major  Parks — Ul.itcr. 
Jlr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Veder— Tryon. 
Mr.  Ab.  Yates,  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Kobt.  Yates,  Mr.  Jno.  Ten 
Broeck,  Mr.  Adgate, — For  jllbamj. 

Uoctr.  Crane,  Mr.  K.  It.  Livingston,  Mr.  Sackett,  Major  Schenk— 

Dutches. 

Major  Webster,  Mr.  Duet— Charlotte. 
Mr,  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  llobtxn—SuJJoik. 

Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Dr.  Sherwood — Orange. 
Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Haviland,  Mr.  Zeph.  P[aa— Westchester. 
Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

The  Convention  on  information  that  the  soundings  of 
Hudson's  river,  at  and  about  Fort  Washington,  is  not  ac- 
curately sounded,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  followunT  re- 
solutions. 

Whereas,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  channel 
of  Hudson's  river  opposite  to  Fort  Washington  is  not  vet 
sufficiently  obstructed  ;  And  Whereas  it  is  of  the  utmost 
impoitance  to  the  safety  of  this  State,  and  the  general 
cause  of  (Vmcrica,  that  ttie  navigation  of  that  river  should 
not  be  occupied  by  the  enemy's  ships  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Thos.  GrcenhiU  be,  and  he  is, 
hereby  requested  and  amhoiized  to  proceed  with  all  possi- 
ble dispatch  to  Mount  Washington,  in  order  to  take  an  ac- 
curate survey  of  the  landings  of  that  part  of  fludson's  ri- 
ver, and  that  he  report  his  proceedings  to  the  Convention 
of  this  State  with  all  possible  dcs[)atch. 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  Fort  Wash- 
ington be  applied  to  by  Captain  Giecnhill  for  his  permis- 
sion to  sound  the  river,  and  for  his  assistance  in  carrying 
the  above  resolution  into  execution. 

Resolved,  That  General  James  Clinton  be  requested  to 
furnish  Captain  GreenhiU  witii  a  whale  boat,  and  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  hands  whose  attachment  to  the  American 
cause  may  be  relied  on,  in  order  to  assist  in  carrying  this 
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measure  into  execution,  that  General  Clinton  and  Captain 
Greenhill  be  earnestly  requested  to  conduct  lliis  matter 
with  all  the  secrecy  possible. 

The  letter  from  Colo.  Trumbull  received  at  noon  was 
again  read,  and  here  follows,  vizt : 

"  King's  Bridge,  16th  Septr.  1776. 

"  Gentlemen — Yesterday  our  troops  evacuated  New- 
York  to  the  enemy,  and  mean  to  make  a  stand  at  and  near 
this  place.  In  the  retreat  I  have  been  obliged  to  leave  be- 
hind large  quantities  of  flour,  wiiich  reduces  our  magazine 
too  low.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  a  large  quan- 
tity soon.  I  have  taken  measures  to  get  it  in.  But  fear- 
ing the  apprehensions  of  the  people  may  prevent  tlieir 
coming,  and  thereby  distress  the  army,  and  knowing  your 
Body  to  be  in  a  great  flour  country,  I  must  beg  the  favour 
of  you  to  forward  with  all  despatch,  wiiatever  flour  can  be 
had  at  and  about  Fishkill,  to  Spiting  Devil  creek,  or  as 
near  it  as  may  be.  I  much  expect  the  ships  up  the  North 
river  again  by  and  by  ;  this  makes  me  in  the  greater  hurry 
to  have  this  measure  eft'ected,  as  it  may  save  us  great  ex- 

Eense  and  difficulty  in  land  carriage.  Perhaps  it  may  be 
est  to  insure  the  vessels  and  ilour  acainst  the  enemy  ;  this 
and  the  prices  I  will  submit  to  your  direction  ;  the  money 
for  the  flour  will  be  ready  and  paid  on  delivery.  Your  aid 
and  assistance  in  this  matter  will  greatly  oblige, 

"  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  liumble  servant, 
"JOS.  TRUMBULL,  C.  Gen. 
"  To  the  Honble.  the  Convention 

of  the  State  of  New-York." 

The  resolutions  for  procuring  flour  for  the  Commissary- 
General,  in  pursuance  of  his  letter,  being  read  and  agreed 
to,  are  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

Whereas  Joseph  Trumbull,  Esqr.  Commissary-General 
of  the  American  army,  by  his  letter,  dated  yesterday  at 
King's  Bridge,  and  duected  to  this  Convention,  informs 
that  the  American  troops  have  evacuated  New-York  and 
mean  to  make  a  stand  at  and  near  King's  Bridge  :  That  he 
has  been  obliged  to  leave  behind  large  quantities  of  flour, 
which  reduces  his  magazine  too  low  :  That  it  is  necessary 
to  have  a  large  quantity  soon,  that  the  army  may  not  be 
distressed  ;  and  requesting  flour  to  be  forwarded  with  all 
despatch  to  Spuytden  Duvel  creek,  or  as  near  it  as  may  be, 
to  prevent  the  expense  of  land  carnage,  if  the  enemy's 
ships  should  come  up  Hudson's  river,  further  sugsesiing 
that  it  may  be  best  to  insure  the  vessels  and  flour  nuainst 
the  enemy  ;  which,  together  with  the  price,  he  submits  to 
this  Convention,  requesting  their  aid  ;  and  the  said  Com- 
missary-General therein  engages,  that  the  money  for  the 
flour  shall  be  paid  on  deliveiy  : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  Major  Henry  Schenk  be  and 
hereby  is  appointed  agent  in  behalf  of  the  said  Commis- 
sary-General, to  purchase  all  the  flour  which  can  be  ob- 
tained in  Dutchess,  Orange  and  the  lower  end  of  Ulster 
counties  ;  and  that  Colo.  Charles  Dc  Witt  and  Dirck  Wyn- 
koop,  Junr.  Esqr.  be  and  each  of  liiem  severally  is  hereby 
appointed  agent  in  behalf  of  the  said  Commissary-General, 
to  purchase  all  the  flour  which  can  be  procured  in  Ulster 
county,  and  places  adjacent,  not  before  particularized  ;  and 
the  said  agents  are  hereby  respectively  authorized,  if  it 
shall  be  found  necessary,  to  impress  sloops  or  vessels  for 
the  transportation  of  the  said  flour ;  and  to  have  such  ves- 
sels appraised  by  three  inditTercnt  freeholders,  one  to  be 
elected  by  the  agents  respectively,  another  by  the  owner  of 
each  vessel,  and  the  third  by  ihe  two  first  elected  ;  that 
tlie  said  agents  shall,  in  behalf  of  ihe  Cornmiss,iry-(ieneral, 
insure  against  all  risk  of  the  enemy  to  the  sellers  of  the 
flour  respectively,  the  amount  thereof,  at  the  stipulaied 
price,  and  to  the  owners  of  the  vessels  the  value  thereof, 
according  to  appraisement,  such  price  and  vnhiation,  in  case 
of  capture,  to  be  paid  by  the  Com.nissary-General,  agree- 
able to  the  said  letter  :  That  they  shill  take  bills  of  lading 
from  the  masters  of  such  vessels,  to  deliver  tlie  said  flour 
with  the  ulinost  despatch  (the  danger  of  the  enemy  ex- 
cepted) to  the  Commissary-General  at  SpitenDuyvel  creek,  | 
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I  as  near  thereto  as  may  be  ;  forwarding  to  the  Commissary- 
General  by  land  and  by  each  vessel,  copies  of  each  bill  of 
parcels,  and  of  each  appraisement  of  the  vessels  and  bills 
of  lading,  with  letters  of  advice,  that  the  sellers  of  tiie 
flour  and  owners  of  the  vessels  may  be  under  no  ditficulty 
in  procuring  payment. 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  prcrediiiL'  .ippoint- 
ments  and  resolutions  be  immediately  dis[),iirlicil  to  the 
Commissary-General,  and  that  a  certified  copy  thcn-of  be 
given  to  Major  Schenk,  and  another  such  copy  be  lic-natch- 
ed  to  Messrs.  Dewit  and  Wyiikoop,  at  Kin"ston. 

A  draft  of  an  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  ColIll^l^sary- 
General,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

"  Sir — The  Convention  of  this  State  have  received  your 
letter  of  the  16th  instant  by  Mr.  Peter  Garson,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  they  have  entered  into  the  enclosed  reso- 
lutions, which  I  am  directed  to  transmit  to  you.  We  shall 
exert  ourselves  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  in  every  mea- 
sure which  may  forward  the  common  cause  ;  which,  not- 
withstanding the  present  aspect  of  afi'airs,  we  doubt  not 
will  triumph  over  our  tyrannical  enemies. 

"  Mr.  Colt,  your  deputy,  has  paid  into  the  hands  of  Ma- 
jor Schenk,  one  of  the  agents,  for  the  purpose  of  procurinc; 
flour,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  six  hundred  dollars,  for 
which  that  gentleman  will  be  accountable. 

"  I  am,  sir,  v/ith  respect,  (kc. 

"  Joseph  Tbumbuh,  Esquire." 

A  letter  from  Gilbert  Livingston,  Esquire,  at  Poiighkcep- 
sie,  was  read.  He  therein  informs  that  the  chain  intended 
to  obstruct  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river,  has  been  de- 
layed for  want  of  iron.  He  requests  that  one  of  llic  other 
members  of  the  committee  may  come  to  him  to  assist  him, 
and  bring  with  him  two  thousand  pounds,  as  their  treasury 
is  nearly  exhausted  ;  and  informs  that  he  expects  to  go  to 
the  fort  to  see  that  the  apparatus  is  ready  to  fasten  and 
stretch  the  chain. 

Ordered,  That  the  secret  committee  for  obstructinf;  tlie 
navigation  of  Hudson's  river,  have  permission  to  go  to  the 
iortiitcalioiis  in  the  Highlands  to-morrow  moriiins. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Hobart,  General  Tea 
Broeck,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Wisner  and 
Mr.  Bancker,  with  the  President,  constitute  a  Committee 
of  Safety  ;  that  the  President  and  any  four  of  those  gen- 
tlemen be  a  quorum  of  that  Committee  ;  that  they  conti- 
nue a  Committee  of  Safety  until  the  first  meeting  of  a  re- 
presentation of  this  State  in  Convention  ;  that  every  other 
member  who  may  attend,  have  a  voice  in  the  committee, 
and  that  the  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  any 
members  of  this  Convention  who  may  be  absent. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  Bancker 
be  a  committee  to  consider  of,  and  report  the  niosl  proper 
disposition  to  be  made  of  the  vessel,  or  sloop  of  war  Mont- 
gomery, belonging  to  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  Harper  be  added  to  and  be 
one  of  the  committee  for  taking  the  examination  ul  Samuel 
Gale,  Esqr. 

Adjourned. 


DIE  MERCURII,  9  iio.  a.  m. 

Sepir.  ISlh,  177G. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Abraham  Yates,  Esquire,  Prcsiiknt. 
Mr. Duane,  Mr.  B.Tncker,  -Mr.  Robt.  Harpcr--.Vtit- }'urk. 
IVtr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Sackelt,  Dorlr.  Cr.mr  — Dulchet. 
Mr.  Ab.  Vales,  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Jolin  Ten  Broeck,  .Mr.  .\d. 
gale,  Mr.  Robt.  Vales — Albany. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Vcder— Tryon. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  hobarl— Suffolk. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Junr.  Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith— Oranye. 

Mr.  Duer,  Major  Webster— i'or  Charlotte. 
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jlr.  WUner,  Junr.  Major  Parks — Ulster. 

Mr.  Haviland,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Jonlh.  Piatt—  IVestchester. 

Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Whereas  this  Convention,  after  many  anxious  inquiries, 
liatli  at  length  received  certain  intclliijence  that  tlie  Honble. 
Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Brigadier-General  of  the  militia,  and 
President  of  the  Convention  of  this  Slate,  is  at  present  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  that  he  was  made  captive 
whilst  actually  employed  in  e.xecuting  the  resolutions  of 
this  House  :  And  whereas  they  are  loudly  called  upon, 
not  only  by  the  sacred  voice  of  honour  and  public  duty, 
but  likewise  by  the  sympathizing  principles  of  personal  af- 
fection and  respect,  to  exert  themselves  in  restoring  so  va- 
luable a  person  to  that  liberty  wiiich  he  has  himself  lost  in 
endeavouring  to  secure  to  others,  that  inestimable  bless- 
ing :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  list  of  the  prisoners  at  the  disposal  of 
this  Slate,  be  immediately  made  out  and  transmitted  to 
General  Washington ;  and  that  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Esquire, 
wait  on  His  Excellency  with  the  earnest  request  of  this 
Convention,  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  give  his  assistance 
and  advice  in  negociating  this  exciiange. 

Whereas  the  sum  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds 
was  advanced  by  tliis  Slate  to  Colo.  Pierre  Van  Cortiandt 
and  Capt.  Zephaniah  Piatt,  as  occasional  Commissaries, 
for  such  of  the  militia  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  States, 
as  were,  at  the  request  of  His  Excellency  the  General, 
called  out  for  the  defence  of  the  State,  which  sum  they 
have  expended  and  accounted  for  with  Mr.  William  Pauld- 
ing, deputy  commissary  : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  Mr.  Gerard  Bancker  be  di- 
rected to  get  a  true  state  of  that  account,  from  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Paulding,  and  request  payment  thereof  from  the  Com- 
missary-General ;  and  on  the  receipt  of  the  money  to  give 
a  proper  discharge  therefor,  which  shall  be  consider- 
ed as  a  voucher  for  the  money  by  the  Auditor  and  Trea- 
surer of  this  State. 

Rf^solvcd,  That  Mr.  Gerard  Bancker,  Deputy  Treasurer 
of  this  Slate  proceed  immediately  to  the  persons  who  had 
the  charge  of  the  pork  and  other  provisions  belonging  to 
this  Slate,  in  Westchester  county,  in  order  to  procure  the 
receipts  for  what  has  been  furnished  to  Joseph  Trumbull, 
Esqr.  Commissary-General,  or  any  of  his  agents  or  depu- 
ties; and  that  Mr.  Bancker  be  directed  and  authorized  to 
apply  to  the  said  Commissary-Generai  for  the  payinent 
of  the  same  at  the  price  current  of  those  articles  when  de- 
livered ;  and  that  the  receipt  of  the  said  Gerard  Bancker 
shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  in  behalf  of  this  Slate. 

Ordered,  That  Colo.  Allison  be  adder!  to  and  be  one  of 
the  committee  for  taking  the  examination  of  Samuel  Gale, 
Esqr. 

Ordered,  That  the  officer  commanding  the  detachment 
of  Capt.  Melancton  Smith's  company,  which  attends  this 
Convention  be,  and  hereby  is,  commaniied  to  take  into  the 
custody  of  his  guard  Wm.  Tredwell,  Benjamin  Ludlum 
and  Samuel  Gale,  and  them  safely  keep,  as  separate  from 
each  other  as  he  can,  till  further  orders  of  this  Convention 
or  their  Committee  of  Safety. 

Mr.  Hoharl,  from  the  committee  to  report  the  most  pro- 
per disposition  of  the  sloop  Monlgomeric,  delivered  in  iheir 
report  wiiich  was  read.  That  part  of  the  report  wliich  re- 
spects the  condemnation  and  sale  of  prizes  was  agreed  to. 
1  hereupon. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  immediately  written  to  Mr. 
Joseph  Halletl,  the  agent  for  prizes,  requesting  him  forth- 
with 10  repair  to  New-England,  and  lake  the  most  speedy 
and  effeclual  measures  for  the  condemnation  and  sale  of 
such  vessels  and  goods  as  Capt.  Rogers  the  commander  of 
the  said  sloop  may  have  brought  into  that  country. 

The  said  committee  also  reported  a  draft  of  such  letter 


to  Joseph  Hallett  as  above  mentioned,  which  was  read  and 
approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir— The  Convention  having  received  information 
that  Capt.  Rogers  of  the  sloop  Montgomerie,  has  left  the 
south  side  of  Long  island,  and  is  arrived  at  Norwalk,  in 
Connecticut,  with  some  of  his  prize  goods,  and  that  some 
vessels  which  he  brought  off  with  hnn  are  arrived  in  other 
parts  of  New-England,  it  is  their  desire  that  you  rep.iir 
forthwith  to  that  country,  and  take  the  most  speedy  and 
effectual  measures  for  the  condemnation  and  sale  of  such 
vessels  and  goods  ;  which  I  am  directed  to  signify  to  you, 
and  am,  sir,  °  ' 

"  Your  most  obedt.  servt. 

"To  Jos.  Hallztt,  Esqr." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted.  ^ 

That  part  of  the  said  report  vi'hich  relates  to  the  sale  of 
the  sloop  Montgomerie,  was  recommitted  to  Mr.  Wm. 
Smith,  General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  Bancker. 
Mr.  Hobart  being  excused  on  his  earnest  request  and  rea- 
sons assigned. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  devise 
ways  and  means  for  establishing  a  fund  for  the  board  and 
subsistence  of  the  poor  inliabitants  of  this  State,  who  have 
or  may  be  by  distress  of  war  obliged  to  abandon  their  ha- 
bitations upon  such  a  plan  as  shall  be  least  burthensome 
lo  the  good  people  of  this  Slate. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Duer, 
Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Robert  Yates,  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

Ordered,  That  that  part  of  the  report  of  a  former  commit- 
tee on  this  subject,  and  which  was  read  and  postponed  on 
the  25th  of  August  last,  be  recommitted  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Smith  have  leave  of  ab- 
sence to  go  to  Orange  county,  ten  days  from  the  time  uf  his 
departure. 

Resolved,  That  Colo.  Broome  and  Captain  Dennin-r  be, 
and  are  hereby  appointed  members  of  ihe  committee  of 
safety  and  correspondence,  for  that  part  of  this  State 
which  lies  below  the  Highlands;  that  tiiey  be  requested 
immediately  to  atteiul  that  business;  and  that  Capt.  Den- 
ning, on  his  way  to  attend  this  Convention,  to  receive  in- 
structions lor  the  said  Committee. 

Robert  R.  Livingston,  Esqr.  informed  the  Convention 
that  from  intelligence  he  has  received,  the  particulars 
whereof  he  cannot,  consistent  with  prudence  disclose,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  call  out  a  detachment  of  ihe  militia, 
or  the  guards  wiiich  are  now  atlending  this  House,  and 
that  some  member  of  this  House  should  be  empowered  for 
that  purpose.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Naihaniel  Sacket,  Esqr.  be  and  is  here- 
by empowered  lo  employ  from  time  to  time  any  detach- 
ments of  the  companies  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Melancton  Smith,  or  any  part  of  the  militia  of  Diiicliess 
county,  not  exceeding  twenty  men,  which  he  may  think 
necessary,  and  to  give  them  such  orders  as  he  may  tlunk 
proper,  which  they  are  hereby  directed  to  observe  and 
obey. 

Mr.  \\isner,  Senr.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  consideration  of  a  more  easy  and  etfectiial  mode 
of  raising  the  several  quotas  of  tlic  militia  for  the  carrison- 
ing  of  the  forts  Consiiiuiion  and  Montgomerie,  delivered  in 
their  report ;  the  same  being  rend,  and  the  question  put 
whether  the  Convention  agrees  with  ilieir  committee  in  the 
said  report,  it  \?as  carried  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  Coinmiitee  of  Safety  appointed  till 
the  first  meeting  of  llie  Convention,  be  revived,  and  that 
tiie  same  continue  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Con- 
vention. 
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OF  THE 
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WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON, 

Septr.  18th,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  met. 
Present — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  £sqr.  Chairman. 
Mr.  Banckeb,*  Mr.  Dvahe' — For  New-York. 
Mr.  Haviland,  Colo.  Drake,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt — For  M'est- 
Chester. 

Mr.  Ab.m.  Y.4TES,*  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,*  Mr.  Bobt.  Yates,  Mr. 
Ten  Broeck — For  Albany. 
Mr.  Dtjer — Charlotte. 
Mr.  SiuTH,*  Mr.  IIobart — For  Suffolk. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore— Ti  j/on. 

Dr.  Sherwood,  Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Wisner,*  Mr.  Smith — For 
Orange. 

Those  names  marked  with  an  asterisk  are  the  members  appointed 
to  constitute  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

A  letter  from  Hugh  Hughes,  Assistant  and  Quartcr- 
Master-General,  by  express,  dated  yesterday  at  Head- 
Quarters,  near  King's  Bridge,  was  received  and  read. 
He,  at  the  request  of  Genl.  Washington,  informs  tlie 
Convention  that  two  Albany  skippers  have  descried  the 
service  without  unloading  tlieir  cargoes  ;  the  one  named 
Brooks  has  such  utensils  for  supplying  the  army  with 
soap  and  candles,  that  the  business  cannot  be  carried  on 
without  tliem :  the  other,  named  Rolf  or  RolT,  has  ammu- 
nition on  board,  besides  sundry  articles  belonging  to  the 
Quarter-Master-General's  department,  it  is  said.  i\Ir. 
Hughes,  by  direction  of  the  General,  gives  ihis  informa- 
tion that  a  suitable  remedy  may  be  timely  applied. 

The  said  letter  being  taken  into  immediate  considera- 
tion ;  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  liie  letter  received  from  Jlr. 
Hugh  Hughs  be  immediately  sent  by  express  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  Albany,  and  tliat  the  said 
committee  be  requested  to  send  back  all  the  property  be- 
longing to  the  Continent, contained  in  the  said  sloops;  and  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Capt.  RoiTand  Capt.  Brooks,  and 
transmit  a  state  of  facts  to  this  Convention,  taking  go(xl 
-  security  of  the  said  Roffand  Brooks  to  abide  by  the  fu- 
ture order  of  this  Convention  in  the  premises. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  tlie  above  resolution  be  trans- 
mitted to  Mr.  Hughs. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  dated  the  12th 
instant,  was  read.    They  thereby  informed  that  the  major 


from  Cumberland  county,  with  the  proportion  of  men  to 
have  been  raised  to  the  eastward  of  the  Green  Mountains 
as  a  part  of  Colo.  Van  Dyck's  regiment,  have  not  joined 
the  regiment  or  come  into  the  service. 

A  letter  from  Esqr.  who  was  intended 

to  Iiave  been  major  of  that  regiment,  to  Brigadier-Genl. 
Ten  Broeck,  was  also  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr. 
Duer  and  Mr.  Robert  Yates  be  a  committee  to  take  those 
two  letters  into  consideration,  and  report  thereon. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  dated  tlie  16lh 
instant,  was  also  read. 

The  committee  thereby  express  great  concern  on  ac- 
count of  General  Schuyler's  resignation,  and  express  their 
fears  that  it  will  occasion  many  other  resignations  in  the 
army,  the  militia  and  the  civil  departments. 

A  long  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  the  15th, 
and  a  part  thereof  dated  on  the  Itith  instant,  was  read. 

The  General  therein  informs  the  Convention  of  his  re- 
signation and  in  part  his  reasons  lor  having  requested 
leave  to  resign  his  office,  and  informs  the  Convention  of 
the  latest  intelligence  from  the  northward  and  westward, 
and  that  the  militia  were  countermanded  before  his  receipt 
of  the  last  letter  from  this  Convention. 

The  examination  of  a  Hessian  deserter,  enclosed  in 
General  Schuyler's  letter,  was  also  read.  Information  is 
thereby  given  of  the  numbers  of  Hessians,  Brunswickers, 
and  other  foreign  troops  in  Canada. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany, 
of  tlK  16th  instant,  the  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  of 
the  15  and  16th  instants,  and  that  part  of  Genl.  Schuyler's 
letter  of  the  8th  instant  which  remains  to  be  considered, 
be  committed  to  Robt.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Hobart,  .Mr. 
Duer  and  Mr.  Robert  Yates  to  report  thereon  with  all 
convenient  speed. 

A  letter  from  Cornelius  Glenn,  treasurer  of  the  county 
of  Albany,  to  the  President  of  the  Convention,  dated 
the  13th  instant,  was  read.  He  reqtiests  his  opinion 
whether  the  usual  election  shall  be  held  in  that  county  for 
a  county  treasurer  ;  or  whether  it  shall  be  delayed  until  a 
plan  is  prescribed  for  that  department  under  the  new  form 
of  Government. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of,  and  determination 
on,  this  letter  be  referred  to  the  Convention. 


-  iF  III;.,.  I,'. 
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DIE  JOVIS,  9  HO.  A.  M. 

Septr.  19th,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pretent— Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esquire,  President. 

Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Jay — New- 
York. 

Ooctr.  Crane,  Mr.  Sacket.  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — Dutches. 
Major  AVebster,  Mr.  Duer — Charlotte. 

Mr,  Ab.  Yates,  Mr.  John  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Adgate,  General  Ten 
Broeck — Mbany. 

Colo.  AxLisoN,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Mr.  Sherwood,  Mr.  Little — 
Orange. 

Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Hobart — Suffolk. 

Colo.  Drake,  Mr.  Lockwoop,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Haviland,  Colo. 
Van  Cortlandt — Ifestchestcr. 

Major  Parks,  Mr.  \Vis.\er — Ulster. 

Mr.  MoORE,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Veder — Tryon. 

Capt.  Samuel  Tudor,  one  of  the  superintendents  for 
building  the  Continental  ships  at  Pou£;hkeepsie,  attendin!^, 
delivered  in  a  letter  from  (ienerai  hschuyler,  dated  Albany 
Sept.  17th,  1776,  and  directed  to  Messrs.  Van  Zandt,  Tu- 
dor and  the  other  gentlemen  to  whose  care  the  building  of 
the  frigates  at  Poughkeepsie  is  committed,  wlierein  tlie 
General  informs  those  gentlemen  that  he  received  a  line  V>y 
express  from  General  Gates  informing  him  that  he  is  in 
the  greatest  distress  for  the  cordage  mentioned  in  a  list  in- 
closed in  the  said  letter  for  the  use  of  the  low  gallies, 
which  are  the  greatest  strength  of  our  naval  force  on  the 
lake. 

Capt.  Tudor  requested  the  opinion  and  advice  of  the 
Convention  on  this  subject. 

Resolved,  That  as  a  naval  strengtli  on  Lake  Cliamplain 
is  an  object  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  will  greatly  con- 
tribute to  the  security  of  America,  that  the  aaents  for 
building  the  ships  at  Pou^hkeepsie  be  directed  to  supply 
such  and  so  much  cordage  as  (ienerai  Schuyler  requires, 
and  that  this  Convention  will  justify  them  to  the  Honoura- 
ble the  Continental  Congress. 

Mr.  Haviland  and  j\Ir.  Plait,  have  leave  of  absence  to 
TCtum  on  next  Monday  week. 

159 


A  certified  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  committee  of 
Dutches  county  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"  In  Committee,  > 
Dutchess  county,  Hcplr.  V th,  1776.  ^ 

"It  having  been  suggested  to  this  committee  by  tlie  De- 
puties from  tiiis  county  in  Convention,  that  the  ([uoriim  at 
present  necessary  to  represent  the  county  being  five  was 
too  numerous,  and  that  by  means  thereof,  v^ns  frequently 
deprived  of  a  voice  in  the  Convention. 

"Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  number  of  the  quorum 
be  reduced  from  five  to  three,  and  accordingly  that  of  the 
nine  Deputies  elected  to  represent  this  couiuy  in  the  Con- 
vention of  the  Representatives  of  this  State,  any  three  of 
them  be  a  quorum  for  that  purpose. 

"  By  order, 
"EGBERT  BENSON,  Chairn:' 

The  determination  of  the  committee  of  Dutches  county 
was  approved  of. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  R.  R.  Living- 
ston, Mr.  Robert  Yates  and  Colonel  Drake,  be  a  commit- 
tee to  devise  ways  and  means  for  preventing  the  dangers 
wliicli  may  arise  from  the  disaffected  in  this  Stale. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
into  and  report  the  present  state  of  the  treasury.  The  pro- 
gress which  has  been  made  in  emitting  ilie  sum  of  .£200,- 
UOO  lO  supply  the  exigencies  of  the  State,  agreeable  to  a 
resolution  of  the  Convention  passed  on  the  15th  day  of  Au- 
gust last.  The  obstructions  which  liave  prevented  the  set- 
tlement of  the  public  accounts  of  tiiis  Slate  against  the 
Continent,  and  further  means  for  the  immediate  supplying 
the  treasury  with  money. 

Resolved,  That  tliis  committee  consist  of  those  gentle- 
men to  whom  was  referred  a  list  of  the  unselth'd  accounts 
of  public  moneys  delivered  in  by  the  deputy  ireasnrcr,  and 
committed  last  Tuesday  at  noon,  vizt :  Mr.  Duane,  Mr. 
Bancker  and  Mr.  ]\Ioore. 

Mr.  Jay  has  leave  of  absence  for  eight  days  from  ihe 
time  of  his  departure. 

The  committee  appointed  to  procure  a  proper  guard- 
house for  the  detachment  of  Capt.  Smith's  company  at 
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tliis  place,  by  order,  reported  that  the  most  convenient 
place  they  have  observed  or  can  obtain  is  a  hatter's  shop 
belonging  to  Mrs.  Mary  Bioodgood,  whicli  needs  repair. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sackeit  be  added  to  that  commit- 
tee, and  that  the  said  committee  repair  tiiat  shop  for  a 
guard-house  at  their  discretion. 

The  report  of  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Hobart  and  Mr. 
James  Townshend,  the  committee  appointed  on  the  29lh  of 
August  to  repair  to  General  Woodhull,  on  Nassau  island, 
to  advise  and  assist  the  General  in  tlie  execution  of  the 
orders  given  to  him  by  this  Convention,  was  read  and  ta- 
ken into  consideration.  Thereupon 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  this  Convention  approve 
of  the  conduct  of  the  said  committee  while  they  acted  in 
conjunction,  and  of  the  conduct  of  John  Sloss  Hobart, 
Esquire,  when  acting  separately,  as  the  same  is  staled  in 
the  said  report  and  the  papers  therein  referred  to. 

Mr.  Joshua  H.  Smith,  from  the  committee  formerly  ap- 
pointed to  consider  of  means  for  the  relief  of  insolvent 
debtors,  reported  a  draft  of  a  bill  or  set  of  resolutions  for 
the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  which  was  read  and  amend- 
ed, and  being  read  a  second  time, 

Ordered,  That  it  lay  on  the  table  for  the  further  peru- 
sal and  consideration  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Duer,  of  the  committee  appointed  to  devise  ways 
and  means  for  preventing  the  dangers  which  may  arise 
from  the  disaffected  in  this  State,  reported  a  draft  of  cer- 
tain resolutions  for  that  purpose,  which  were  read  ;  tiie 
same  being  read  a  second  time,  Mr.  Duane  moved,  and 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  that  the  consideration 
of  this  report  be  postponed  till  to-morrow  morning. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 


For  the  affirmative. 

Albany,   6 

Camberland,   2 

Ulster,   4 

Tryon,   3 


For  the  negative. 

Charlotte,   2 

Dutches,   5 

Westchester,   4 

Orange,   3 


15  14 

Therefore, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  re- 
port be  postponed  till  to-morrow  morning. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Jay, 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  enquire 
whether  any  and  what  bounty  is  necessary  for  encourag- 
ing llie  manufacturing  of  gunpowder  in  tins  State.  That 
Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  Zeplianiah  Piatt  and  Mr.  Wm.  Har- 
per be  the  committee  for  tliat  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  employ 
proper  persons  for  making  discoveries  and  essays  of  sul- 
phur, lead  and  flint  within  this  State  ;  that  for  this  purpose 
tliey  have  power  to  draw  on  the  Treasury  for  a  sum  not 
exceeding  live  hundred  dollars  ;  and  that  they  report  their 
proceedings  to  this  Conventon  ;  and  that  Mr.  Wisner, 
Senr.  Mr.  Robert  Vatcs,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Adgate 
and  Doctor  Crane  be  the  committee  for  the  purposes  above 
mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  the  appointing  inspectors  of  saltpetre 
and  gunpowder  manufactured  in  or  imported  into  this  State, 
be  taken  into  consideration  on  Saturday  next. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  establishing  posts 
and  obtaining  intelhgence,  be  empowered  to  appoint  a  se- 
cretary, and  to  allow  him  a  reasonable  compensation. 


DIE  VENERIS,  9  ho.  a.  m. 

Septr.  20th,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  PrcsiJcnt. 
Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Duane — New-York. 
Doctr.  Craae,  Mr.  E.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Saclictt— Du(c/ies. 
Mr.  Ab.  Yates,  Mr.  Kobt.  Yates,  Genl.  Tea  Broeck,  Mr.  Jno.  Tea 
»'oeck,  Mr.  Adgate — ilbany. 


Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Veder — Tryon. 
Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  Hobart— Su/o/fc. 

Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Colo.  Sherwood,  Mr.  Wisner,  Junr.  Colo.  Allison, 
Mr.  Little — Orange. 

Mr.  Webster,  IVIr.  Duer — Charlotte. 
Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Fatks— Ulster. 

Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Colo.  G.  Drake,  Major  Lockwood,  Colo.  Van  Cort- 
landt — Westchester. 

Mr.  Sessions,  Mr,  Stevens — Cumberland. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  Genl.  Schuyler's 

letter  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read.  Thereupon 

the  General's  letter  of  the  15th  and  IGtli  was  read,  and 

hereafter  follows,  vizt : 

"Albany,  Sept.  iDth,  1776. 

"  Sir — I  do  myself  the  honour  to  advise  you  that  by 
accounts  received  from  General  Gates  and  Colo.  Davtoii, 
the  necessity  of  marching  up  the  militia  is  superseded  ;  I 
have  sent  express  to  Ulster  and  Dutchess  counties  t,j  ad- 
vise them  of  this,  and  have  dismissed  those  that  were  here. 
The  cannonade  which  was  heard  on  Lake  Champlain  and 
which  was  supposed  to  be  between  General  Arnold  and 
the  enemy's  army,  was  only  a  fire  at  a  party  of  tlie  enemy 
who  attacked  a  boat  belonging  to  our  fleet  at  Windmiil 
Point,  in  which  three  of  the  crew  were  killed  and  si.'c 
wounded.  The  fleet  continues  off  Isle-au-Motte,  and  no 
naval  force  of  the  enemy  had  appeared  on  the  9th  instant ; 
our  army  at  Tyconderoga,  by  the  last  returns,  consisted  of 
12,970  men,  are  in  good  spirits,  and  so  extremely  well  for- 
tified on  advantageous  ground,  that  little  is  to  be  leared, 
even  if  the  enemy  should  be  able  to  cross  the  lake  and 
make  an  attack.  Many  important  matters  require  imme- 
diate attention  in  this  department,  to  guard  the  State 
against  the  attempts  whicii  will  undoubtedly  be  made  in 
the  winter  and  spring  by  the  enemy  from  the  northward. 
I  suggested  my  ideas  to  Congress  ;  but  as  I  have  not  been 
honoured  with  a  line  in  answer  to  my  letters  for  near  two 
months  past,  I  suppose  more  momentous  concerns  so  en- 
tirely engross  their  attention  that  they  have  not  had  time  to 
take  them  into  consideration. 

"As  I  accepted  of  a  command  under  the  fullest  convic- 
tion of  my  incompetency,  I  have  made  more  than  ordinary 
exertions  to  discliarge  the  duties  of  it ;  that  if  I  could  not 
gain  reputation,  I  might  at  least  not  reflect  disgrace  on  you, 
by  whose  means  the  command  was  conferred. 

"Unhappily  for  mc,  jealousy  and  envy  have  followed  me 
from  the  beginning.  Aware  to  what  a  critical  situation  I 
was  elevated,  with  the  eyes  of  a  jealous  people  on  me,  I 
took  every  precaution,  that  1  might  have  it  in  my  power  to 
justify  myself  whenever  my  conduct  should  be  called  in 
question  ;  how  far  I  iiave  succeeded  I  shall  beg  the  Con- 
vention of  this  Stale  to  judge,  when  I  shall  do  invself  the 
honour  to  lay  a  variety  of  papers  before  them,  whicii  I  be- 
lieve will  be  very  soon,  as  I  have  sent  my  resignation  to 
Congress. 

"  As  the  Convention  is  now  removed  to  a  place  where 
they  cannot  be  informed  by  tlie  usual  channel  of  what  is 
transacting  in  this  department,  I  shall  do  myself  the  ho- 
nour to  give  them  the  most  early  information  of  every  event 
as  it  arises." 

"Septr.  16,  1776. 

"  Last  evening  I  was  honoured  with  the  resolutions  of 
the  Convention  of  the  13ih,  conveyed  to  me  by  Mr.  Cuy- 
ler.  I  am  happy  that  there  is  no  occasion  at  present  for 
the  service  of  the  militia.  Should  it  become  necessary, 
whilst  I  continue  in  command,  (which  will  probably  be 
until  the  first  of  October,)  to  call  for  their  aid,  I  shall  pay 
due  aitention  to  the  information  you  have  been  pleased  to 
give  me,  and  not  call  on  either  Dutchess  or  Ulster  county, 
unless  on  the  most  urgent  necessity. 

"  I  shall  immediately  despatch  a  proper  person  to  pur- 
chase the  medicines  from  the  persons  mentioned  in  your 
resolution.  For  although  I  am  in  hopes  that  Doctor  Strin- 
ger, who  is  gone  to  New-England,  will  procure  a  conside- 
rable quantity  there,  yet  the  consumption  in  so  large  an 
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army  will,  I  fear,  be  far  beyond  what  he  will  be  able  to 
procure. 

"  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  information  given  by  a  Hes- 
sian deserter,  who  lately  arrived  at  Tycoiideroga. 
"  I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

"Your  most  obedt.  humble  servant, 

"PH.  SCHUYLER. 

"The  Hono.  Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr. 
President  of  the  ConventioQ  of  the  State 
of  New- York." 

The  copy  of  the  information  given  by  a  Hessian  deser- 
ter, was  again  read  and  filed. 

The  letter  from  Albany  of  the  16th  instant,  was  again 
read,  and  follows,  vizt : 

"Albany  Committee  Chamber,  I 
"  mh  Sept.  1776.  S 

"Gent. — We  are  informed  that  General  Schuyler  has 
sent  in  his  resignation  to  Congress,  a  circumstance  truly 
alarming  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  and  we  fear  will 
be  very  detrimental  to  the  public  cause.  His  conduct  as 
a  general,  his  indefatigable  assiduity  on  all  occasions,  are 
so  very  conspicuous  that  we  can  not  help  expressing  the 
deepest  concern. 

"  We  are  fully  sensible,  and  time  will  evince  that  the 
eflfects  of  his  resignation  will  be  severely  felt  in  the  north- 
ern department,  as  we  are  well  assured  no  person  can  be 
found  to  succeed  him,  capable  of  holding  so  honourable  an 
office,  that  has  a  sufficient  influence  to  conduct  matters  m 
the  manner  he  has  done  with  such  feeble  supports. 

"This  day  a  committee  of  this  board  wailed  on  his 
honour,  requesting  to  know  the  reason  of  his  resigning.  | 
His  answer  was  that  such  inattention  was  paid  to  his  re-  | 
monstrances  to  Congress,  and  such  calumnies  thrown  out 
against  him  that,  consistent  with  the  character  oi  a  gentle- 
man, he  could  not  do  otherwise. 

"  We  are  very  unhappy  to  think  that  Congress  should 
pay  so  little  regard  to  the  character  of  a  gentleman,  whose 
conduct  we  are  well  assured  merits  the  approbation  of 
every  well  wisher  to  this  much  injured  country. 

"  From  what  we  have  already  heard,  we  can  inform  you 
as  a  fact,  that  many  resignations  will  follow  his  in  a  short 
lime,  as  well  in  the  militia  and  civil,  as  in  the  military  de- 
partments. 

"  It  is  unnecessary  for  us,  we  presume,  to  expatiate  on 
the  great  abilities  which  he  possesses,  as  part  ot  his  con- 
duct has  manifested  it  more  fully  than  we  can  possibly  ex- 
press. 

"  From  a  full  conviction  of  the  above  facts  we  do  in- 
struct you,  that  you  lay  this  letter  before  the  Convention 
of  this  State,  and  desire  you  will  use  your  influence  to 
have  the  sense  of  this  board  transmitted  to  Congress  on 
this  occasion. 

"  We  are  gent. 
"  Your  very  humble  servts. 

"  Bv  order. 
"  JOHN  BARCLAY,  Chairman. 

"To  the  Deputies  of  the  county  of 

Albany,  in  Convention  of  the  State  of  New-York." 

General  Schuyler's  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  which  was 
made  a  part  of  the  minutes  of  this  Convention  on  the 
instant,  was  again  read.  Thereupon  the  said  report  of  the 
committee  was  again  read,  and  being  then  read  by  para- 
graphs, on  reading  the  second  resolution,  .Mr.  Duane  mov- 
ed for  the  following  amendment,  to  wit  :  That  the  words 
"  endanger  the  peace  "  be  obliterated,  and  the  words  "  he 
productive  of  discontent  and  endanger  the  safety  oj  this 
State,"  be  inserted  in  their  stead. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it 
was  carried  in  the  negative  in  manner  toUowing  : 

For  the  negative.  For  the  affirmalire. 

Charlotte,    2      Tryon,   3 

Albany,   6 

■Westchester,  4  ,  , 

Cumberland,   2 

Orange,  3 

TJlster   4  ■  • 

Dutches,  5-26 


Therefore  the  said  amendment  was  rejected. 
The  residue  of  the  said  report  being  read  by  paragraphs, 
amended  and  approved  of,  the  whole  of  the  said  report 
was  again  read  adopted  by  the  Convention,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

Whereas  this  Convention  have  received  information 
that  Major-General  Schuyler  has  sent  in  his  rcsirrtiaiion  to 
the  Honourable  the  Congress,  which  tlicy  have'  reason  to 
believe  has  arisen  from  some  unhappy  misapprelicnsion  of, 
and  a  neglect  to  inquire  into  his  conduct  :  they  rm  not 
therefore,  in  justice  to  his  character,  avoid  expressing  their 
sense  of  his  merit,  and  their  apprehension  ot  the  iniinence 
his  resignation  may  have  on  the  public  measures  :  Tliere- 
fore, 

1st.  Resolved  unanimously.  That  Major-General  Schuy- 
ler, since  his  appointment  to  the  command  in  the  northern 
department  has,  as  far  as  this  Convention  has  been  enabled 
10  judge,  discharged  the  duties  of  his  important  trust  with 
assiduity,  fidelity  and  skill. 

2nd.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Conven- 
tion that  the  resignation  of  iVIajor-General  Schuyler,  at  this 
critical  period,  will,  if  accepted,  greatly  afi'ect  the  general 
interest  of  America,  and  endanger  the  peace  and  safety  of 
the  State. 

3rd.  Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Honourable  the 
Congress  be  requested  (through  the  Delegates  from  this 
State)  to  withhold  their  assent  to  the  resitrnation  of  Major- 
General  Schuyler,  and  to  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
his  conduct,  since  this  Convention  can  not  but  hope  that 
j  an  honourable  acquittal  will,  by  silencing  the  voice  of  ca- 
I  liimny,  induce  him  to  continue  in  his  command,  and  there- 
by preserve  a  useful  officer  to  the  public. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  as  Major-General  Schuyler 
was  appointed  at  the  request  of  this  Convention,  if  no  in- 
quiry siiould  shortly  be  made  into  his  conduct,  that  it  will 
be  the  duty  of  this  Convention  to  institute  the  same,  in  or- 
der either  to  justify  their  recommendation,  and  vindicate  a 
character  which  they  have  reason  to  fear  has  been  unjustly 
traduced,  or  to  hold  him  up,  if  he  has  disgraced  his  ap- 
pointment, as  an  object  of  public  censure. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  Robert  R.  Livingston, 
Esqr.  wait  upon  Major-General  Schuyler,  in  order  to  in- 
quire into  the  reasons  of  his  resignation,  and  to  report  the 
same,  and  in  the  name  of  this  State  to  request  him  not  to 
insist  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be 
immediately  sent  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  at  Congress, 
in  order  to  be  laid  before  that  Honourable  House. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  to  at- 
tend the  said  resolutions,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Gentlemen — The  Convention  have  much  at  heart 
the  subject  of  the  enclosed  resolutions,  and  have  directed 
me  to  recommend  them  to  your  particular  attention.  They 
are  persuaded  that  General  Schuyler's  resignation  will  not 
only  be  highly  prejudical  to  the  common  cause  of  America, 
but  the  loss  of  an  able  and  vigilant  olficer,  singularly  qua- 
lified tor  the  command  he  now  fills,  will  he  productive 
of  internal  jealousy  and  discontent,  at  a  period  when  union 
and  harmony  are  necessary  for  our  preservation. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obedt. 
"  P-  S. — I  am  directed  to  add  that  the  Convention  have 
received  no  answer  to  their  last  letters  ;  they  would  wish 
to  hear  from  you  on  the  matter  contained  in  them,  and  this 
matter  as  soon  as  possible." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  be  engrossed, 
and  signed  by  the  President,  and  transmitted  without  delay. 

Mr.  Duane  from  the  "  committee  appointed  to  examine 
into  and  report  the  present  stale  of  the  treasury,  the  pro- 
gress which  has  been  made  in  emitting  X'200,000  to  sup- 
ply the  exigencies  of  this  State,  agreeable  to  a  resolution 
of  the  Convention  passed  on  the  1 3th  of  Augt.  last,  the  oh- 
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structions  which  have  prevented  the  settlement  of  the  pub- 
lic accounts  of  this  State  against  the  Continent,  and  further 
means  for  the  immediate  supply  of  the  treasury  with  mo- 
ney," dehvered  in  their  report,  wliich  was  read,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

•'Your  committee  do  report  that  they  have  according  to 
order,  considered  the  several  matters  submitted  to  their 
examination  ;  that  the  treasury  is  exliausted,  as  appears  by 
the  account  No.  1,  being  a  general  state  of  receipts  and 
payments  of  the  treasury  down  to  the  17lh  instant,  and  that 
the  most  speedy  and  effectual  means  ought  to  be  adopted 
to  supply  the  treasury  with  money  ;  that  the  public  credit 
may  be  supported,  and  the  heavy  expenses  to  which  this 
State  must  unavoidably  be  exposed,  in  its  present  critical 
and  dangerous  situation  be  provided  for. 

"  That  by  reason  of  the  evacuation  of  the  metropolis, 
the  loss  of  the  paper  mills,  the  dispersion  of  the  printers, 
as  well  as  of  the  gentlemen  entrusted  to  procure  the  plates, 
superintend  the  press  and  sign  the  bills  of  credit  directed 
to  be  emitted,  there  cannot  be  the  least  prospect  of  supply- 
in''  the  treasury  from  the  intended  emission,  so  as  to  answer 
the  exigencies  of  the  State. 

"  That  the  committee  have  examined  into  the  measures 
which  have  been  pursued  for  adjusting  the  public  accounts 
of  this  State  against  the  Continent,  and  for  that  purpose  have 
been  attended  by  the  Deputy-Treasurer,  to  whose  state  of 
facts  mentioned  in  the  paper  number  two,  they  refer,  and 
from  which  it  appears  that  several  of  the  persons  named  in 
the  list  delivered  in  by  the  Deputy  Treasurer  on  the  17lh 
instant,  who  have  been  entrusted  with  public  money,  have, 
though  called  upon,  neglected  to  settle  their  accounts  with 
the  Auditor-General  of  this  State,  which,  putting  it  out  of 
his  power  precisely  to  ascertain  how  much  of  tiie  monies 
have  been  applied  for  Continental  service,  and  how  much 
for  the  more  immediate  purposes  of  this  Slate,  hath  hitlier- 
to  proved  an  insurmountable  obstruction  to  the  adjustment 
of  the  public  accounts  of  this  State  against  the  Continent. 

"That  nevertheless  from  an  estimate  made  by  the  De- 
puty-Treasurer, contained  in  the  paper  number  3,  which 
is  herewith  presented,  it  appears,  and  your  committee  are 
satisfied,  that  upwards  of  sixty-two  thousand  dollars  are 
due  from  the  United  States  to  the  State  of  New-York, 
whereupon  your  committee  have  agreed  to  the  following 
resolutions  : 

"  Ist.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee 
that  the  Auditor-General  be  directed  to  use  all  possible  di- 
ligence in  completing  the  setdement  of  the  public  accounts 
of  this  Slate  with  the  United  States,  and  procuring  ilie 
necessary  vouchers,  in  order  that  the  said  accounts  and 
vouchers  may,  without  further  delay,  be  transmilted  to  the 
treasury  office  of  the  United  States  at  Philadelphia,  there 
to  be  finally  settled  and  passed  ;  and  to  remove  the  impe- 
diment which  has  hitherto  retarded  the  settlement  of  ihe 
said  accounts. 

"  2ndly.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee, such  of  the  persons  named  in  the  said  list  who 
have  been  entrusted  with  the  public  money  and  have  ne- 
glected to  produce  their  accounts  and  vouchers  to  the 
Auditor-General  of  this  State,  be  and  they  hereby  are  en- 
joined, on  pain  of  incurrinij  the  displeasure  of  tliis  Con- 
vention, to  attend  the  said  Auditor-fieneral  at  Fishkills 
with  their  respective  accounts  and  vouchers  as  soon  as 
possible  after  receiving  notice  for  that  purpose  from  the 
said  Auditor-General. 

"3rdly.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee that  the  Honourable  Congress  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  advance  to  this  State  100,000  dollars  in 
consideration  of  the  vast  expenses  to  which  we  are  ex- 
posed, and  the  impracticabililv,  for  the  reasons  herein  sot 
forth,  of  emitting  bills  of  credit  with  a  despatch  suitable 
to  the  urgency  of  our  public  affairs  and  the  calamitous 
circumstances  into  whicli  we  are  involved.  That  in  rase 
this  requisition  should  be  complied  with,  the  Convention 


do  pledge  this  State  to  be  accountable  for  the  sums  so  to  be 
advanced,  declaring  that  the  receipt  of  the  Delegates  of 
this  State,  or  either  of  them,  shall  be  a  suilicicnt  voucher 
for  the  same  ;  and  directing  the  said  Delegates  to  forward 
the  money  as  expeditiously  as  possible. 

"  4thly.  Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  tliis  committee, 
that  if  it  should  be  inconvenient  to  the  United  Slates  to 
advance  to  this  State  the  sum  specified  in  the  before  men- 
tioned requisition,  that  then  the  Honourable  Codltcss  be 
and  are  hereby  requested  to  advance  to  this  State  the  sum 
of  sixty  thousand  dollars  on  account,  of  the  balance  due 
from  the  Continent  to  this  State,  this  commiitec  liemir  of 
opinion  upon  the  best  evidence  they  have  been  able  to  pro- 
cure, that  at  least  that  sum  must  be  due  from  the  United 
States  to  this  State." 

The  same  report  was  again  read  by  paragraphs.  There- 
upon, 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  this  Convention  does  agree 
with  their  committee  in  the  said  report. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  preceding  report  be  trans- 
mitted by  the  President  of  this  Convention  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Honourable  Continental  Congress.  And  that 
a  copy  be  also  transmitted  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State 
at  the  Continental  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  a  letter  to  the  Ho- 
nourable the  President  of  Congress,  and  another  to  the 
Delegates  of  this  State  at  Congress,  to  accompany  the  co- 
pies of  those  resolutions. 

Ordered,  That  Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esquire,  the  Pre- 
sident of  this  Convention,  have  leave  of  absence  for  one 
fortnight  from  the  tune  of  his  departure. 

Mr.  Duer  from  the  "  committee  appointed  to  report  a 
more  elTertual  mode  for  detecting  and  defeating  the  designs 
of  the  internal  enemies  of  this  State,"  delivered  in  their 
report,  which  was  read.  The  same  was  read  a  second 
time.    Debates  arose  thereon. 

^Mr.  Wm.  Harper  moved  and  was  seconded,  that  the 
said  report  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Duane  moved  and  was  seconded,  that  the  former  re- 
solutions of  the  late  Provincial  Congress  of  tins  Conven- 
tion for  apprehending  and  securing  dangerous  and  disafiect- 
ed  persons,  be  read. 

After  many  debates  on  each  of  the  said  two  last  men- 
tioned motions,  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  de- 
ferred till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Adgate  has  leave  of  absence  for  a  fortnight  from 
the  time  of  iiis  departure.  I\Ir.  Wisner  has  leave  of  ab- 
sence for  a  week  from  the  time  of  departure.  Mr. 
Duer  dissents  to  both. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  President,  for  ihc  time 
beins,  with  any  five  members,  have  power  to  send  a  mes- 
senger for  any  member  who  shall  depart  the  Convention 
without  leave,  or  for  any  member  wlio  having  departed 
with  leave,  shall  be  absent  lonsier  than  the  time  of  per- 
mission to  such  member  limited  pursuant  to  the  resolve 
and  order  of  this  Convention  of  the  sixth  instant. 

The  Convention  being  informed  that  Isaac  Kelcham, 
who,  as  a  traitor  against  this  State,  has  lately  been  aiding 
and  assis'ing  the  cruel  enemies  of  the  United  American 
States  in  ravaging  and  plundering  the  farms  and  estates  of 
the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  this  State  on  Nassau  island, 
and  carrying  off  tlie  stock,  has  been  taken  by  Captain  Ro- 
gers, and  is  now  in  chains  on  board  the  sloop  Montgo- 
mery. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Isaac  Ketcliam  be  brought  ma- 
nacled and  under  a  proper  guard  before  this  Convention, 
to  abide  the  further  order  of  this  Convention.  And  that 
John  Sloss  Hobart,  Esqr.  be  requested  to  see  that  this  or- 
der be  duly  executed.    Mr.  Duane  dissents. 

Ordered,  That  Jost  Wadder,  alias  Voder,  and  PcterBen- 
jamin  Van  Vredcnbergh,  two  deserters  from  Capt.  Van 
Stein  Bcrgh's  company,  from  Dulrlies  county  and  now  in 
j  custody  of  the  guanl  of  Capt.  William  Clark's  company, 
I  be  sent  to  Fort  Constitution  and  there  delivered  to  the 
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commanding  officer,  and  the  said  commanding  officer  is 
hereby  requested  to  detain  the  said  deserters  in  safe  cus- 
tody and  send  them  by  the  lirst  conveyance  to  llie  main 
guard  at  General  Clinton's  encampment,  at  or  near  King's 
Bridge,  together  with  this  order. 


DIE  SABBATI,  9  ho.  a.  m. 

Septr.  2\st,  177G. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pkesent — Abraham  Yales,  Junr.  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Bancker  -iVcic-Kor/c. 
Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Wisaer,  Doctr.  Sherwood,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Mr. 
Little  -  Orange. 

Mr.  Ab.  Yates,  Genl.  Tea  Broeck,  Mr.  John  Tea  Eroeck,  Mr.  Robt 
Tales— jJiiany. 

Mr.  Mills,  Colo.  Drake,  Major  Lockwood,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt — 
fVestchester. 
Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  Hobart— Sh/o/A:. 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Harper— Tryon. 
Mr.  Wisner,  Junr.  Major  Parks — Ulster. 
Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Dxiec— Charlotte. 

Mr.  Zeph.  Piatt,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Sackelt,  Doctr.  Crane 
— Dutches. 

Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Wisner  informed  the  Convention  that  the  rangers 
raised  in  Orange  county  are  ready  for  service,  but  as 
the  Indians  are  quiet  and  the  rangers  unemployed,  he  sug- 
gested to  the  Convention  whether  it  might  not  be  proper 
to  send  them  to  Fort  Montgomerie  for  the  present  m  lieu 
of  the  company  of  militia  lately  ordered  to  be  detached 
firom  that  county. 

Resolved,  That  the  state  of  the  rangers  be  taken  into 
consideration  on  Tuesday  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Kobart  be  directed  to  call  at  the 
forts  in  the  Highlands  in  his  way  to  Head-Quarters  ;  that 
he  get  an  exact  account  of  the  garrison,  and  the  number  of 
men  required  to  put  them  in  a  proper  posture  of  defence  ; 
and  that  he  stale  to  the  General  the  inconvenience  we  lay 
under  in  raising  moie  of  our  militia,  and  request  if  lliey 
can  be  spared,  that  he  would  send  a  reinforcement  from 
his  army  to  those  posts. 

Whereas  that  part  of  the  order  of  the  ISth  instant, 
which  sets  forth  that  Colo.  Pierre  Van  Corilandt  and  Capt. 
Piatt  had  accounted  with  William  Paulding  for  the  public 
monies  put  into  their  hands  for  supporting  the  militia  em- 
ployed on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's  river  while  the  ene- 
my's ships  of  war  were  in  the  river  appears  to  have  been 
founded  on  mistake.  .  ^. 
On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  of  the  18th  instant  respecting 
those  accounts,  together  wiih  the  schedule  coiitainnig^  the 
names  of  the  persons  who  have  not  accounted  to  the  Trea- 
surer, be  recommitted  to  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Bancker 
and  Mr.  Duer,  wlio  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  for 
that  purpose. 

On  motion  of  General  Ten  Broeck, 

Resolved,  That  .Mr.  Gerard  Bancker  the  Deputy  Trea- 
surer of  the  State,  do  immediately  draw  upon  the  loan  of- 
ficers of  the  city  and  county  of  Albany  in  favour  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  Albany,  for  whatever  inte- 
rest of  the  loan  office  money  is  at  present  in  their  hands, 
not  exceeding  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  ;  and 
tlie  said  committee  are  hereby  ordered  to  apply  the  sum 
so  received  to  the  payment  of  the  one-half  ot  the  bounty 
to  the  rangers  raised  in  the  said  county,  and  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  subsistence  money  to  the  company  raised  in 
the  city  of  Albany  for  guarding  the  stores  and  vessels  with 
provisions  and  ammunition  in  and  about  the  said  city. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 

the  consideration  of  a  more  elTectual  mode  of  detecting 
and  defeating  the  designs  of  the  internal  enemies  of  this 
State,"  was  agaiu-read. 


On  motion  the  resolutions  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
the  5th  day  of  June  last,  appointing  a  conmiiltee  to  call 
before  them  and  secure  persons  dangerous  and  disafi'ected 
to  the  American  cause  and  those  ot  equivocal  character, 
were  also  read. 

The  resolution  of  the  Convention  of  the  Representatives 
of  this  State,  increasing  the  powers  of  the  respective 
county  committees  as  to  dangerous  persons,  and  also  the 
resolutions  of  the  Convention,  on  the  2bth  day  of  August 
last,  authorizing  the  county  committees  to  secure  persons 
committed  or  to  deliver  the  goals,  were  respectively  read. 

Tiie  Convention  then  resumed  the  consideration  ot  the 
said  report  of  the  committee  mentioned,  the  same  was 
again  read,  and  on  motion  made  and  seconded,  the  ques- 
tion was  put  whether  the  same  shall  be  rejected,  which 
was  carred  in  the  negative. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  Washington  was  read  and  follows, 
vizt : 

"Heac-Qcartebs.  3 
"Heights  of  Harlem,  Scptr.  2Mh,  1776.  $ 

"  Gentn. — Having  reason  to  believe  the  enemy  will  at- 
tempt to  gall  us  with  their  ships  of  war  from  the  North 
river  as  soon  as  they  are  ready  to  open  their  batteries 
against  the  front  of  our  lines,  which  we  expect  them  to 
erect  with  great  industry,  I  beg  leave  to  mention  that  I 
think  it  may  be  of  immense  consequence  it  your  Honour- 
able Body  will  order  down  some  of  your  fire  ships,  which 
may  lay  just  above  the  obstructions  in  the  river  under  co- 
ver of  the  guns  of  Fort  Washington,  where  they  will  be 
ready  to  act  in  case  the  ships  should  attempt  to  come  up. 

"Hurried  and  surrounded  with  a  thousand  things,  I  have 
only  time  to  add,  that 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem, 
"  Gentn.  your  most  obt.  st. 

"GO.  WASHINGTON." 

On  reading  the  letter  of  His  Excellency  General  Wa- 
shington of  the  20lh  instant,  requesting  this  Convention  to 
order  down  some  of  their  fire  ships  to  lay  just  above  the 
obstructions  in  the  Hudson's  river, 

Resolved,  That  the  two  fire  ships  charged  by  Captain 
Hazelwood,  be  immediately  despatched  to  Fort  Washing- 
ton, or  near  it.  And, 

Ordered,  That  Gilbert  Livingston,  Esqr.  or  any  other 
member  of  the  committee  for  obstructing  the  navigation  of 
Hudson's  river  who  may  now  be  at  Poughkeepsic,  do  im- 
mediately despatch  the  two  fire  ships  prepared  and  charged 
by  Captain  Hazelwood,  with  proper  persons  to  naviirate 
them,  under  cover  of  the  guns  of  ihe  said  fort,  and  there 
deliver  them  to  the  care  of  such  person  as  His  Excellency 
Genl.  Washington  has  or  shall  appoint  to  take  charge  of 
them. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  and  order 
be  despatched  to  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  and 
another  copy  to  Gilbert  Livingston,  Esqr. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  His  Excellency,  was  read  and  ap- 
proved, and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Sir — The  Convention  have  received  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  Septr.  20lh,  and  have,  in  consec|uence,  entered 
into  the  enclosed  resolution,  which  I  am  directed  to  trans- 
mit. We  are  sorry  that  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  send  down 
more  than  two  fire  ships,  as  they  have  no  more  charged  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  be  depended  on. 

"  A  committee  of  correspondence  has  been  established 
by  the  Convention,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  to 
and  receiving  intelligence  from  the  army.  The  express 
will  receive  orders  to  call  upon  your  Excellency  daily,  and 
any  commands  or  intelligence  which  your  Excellency  may 
think  proper  to  transmit,  will  be  thankfully  received  and 
punctually  attended  to,  by 

"  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  By  order. 

"  To  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington." 
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Qfjfftd,  That  a  copy  be  engrossed,  and  signed  by  the 
Prcjident,  and  uansmilted. 

A  le'l'^''  '''^  Quarter-Master-Gcneral  to  Capt.  Cook, 
open,  directing  him  to  purchase  and  procure  timber  and  oak 
Diank  with  all  possible  despatch  for  the  army  ;  and  an  or- 
5er  of  the  said  Quarter-Master  to  Capt.  Cook  to  purchase 
fcssels,  or  take  them  at  an  appraisement,  for  completing 
the  obstructions  to  tlie  navigation  of  Hudson's  river  oppo- 
lite  to  Mount  Washington. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Sackett  and  Mr.  R.  R. 
Livingston,  be  a  committee  to  go  out  and  confer  with  Capt. 
Cook  on  the  subjects  of  those  two  papers,  and  know  what 
aid  he  expects  of  this  Convention  in  the  premises. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  consideralon  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  "a  more  efi'eclual  mode  of  detecting 
and  defeating  the  designs  of  the  uiternal  enemies  of  this 
Stale." 

A  letter  from  Thaddeus  Crane  to  Major  Jos.  Benedict, 
dated  the  17th  instant,  was  read.  He  therein  informs  that 
the  disafleclcd  are  grown  troublesome  and  impudent,  and 
lhat  it  is  necessary  that  some  remedy  be  provided.  He 
juggcsls  the  necessity  of  removing  a  number  of  disaffect- 
ed persons  from  Salem,  and  raising  a  company  of  2.5  or 
30  men,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Samuel  Dellavan, 
for  the  purpose  of  awing  and  detecting  the  disaffected,  in- 
sulting villains. 

A  pathetic  letter  on  the  same  subject,  from  Major  Jos. 
Benedict  to  Colo.  Drake,  dated  the  18th  instant,  was  also 
read  and  filed. 

A  letter  from  John  White,  of  Rhynbeck  precinct,  to  Capt. 
Zeph.  Piatt,  dated  the  16th  instant,  was  also  read  and  filed. 

He  therein  complains  of  great  desertions  from  the  army  ; 
that  at  least  thirty  deserters  are  thereabout  in  the  wood.s, 
and  supported  by  disaffected  persons  ;  lhat  some  remedy 
ought  to  be  applied. 

The  Convention  then  spent  some  further  time  in  consi- 
deration of  the  said  report,  and  the  letters  above  mention- 
ed. Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  thirty  men  be  raised  in  Westchester 
county,  by  Capt.  Samuel  Dellivan,  and  put  on  the  same 
establishment  as  those  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Micha. 
Townshend  ;  that  they  compose  one  company,  under  ihe 
command  of  the  said  Capt.  Samuel  Dellivan,  who  is  here- 
by empowered  to  appoint  three  sergeants,  three  corporals, 
and  a  drummer  and  fifer  in  the  said  company. 

Doctor  Crane  had  leave  of  absence,  to  return  on  Wed- 
nesday next ;  Mr.  Duer  dissentin<T. 

The  Convention  adjourned  one  hour. 

Die  Sabbati,  4  ho.  P.  M.  Septr.  2lst,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

pRESK.VT— Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Duanc,  Mr.  Hancker,  Mr.  Harper— New-York. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Sackett— 
Dutches. 

The  President,  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  John  Ten  Bioeck,  Mr.  Robt 
Tales — ilbantj. 

Mr.  Wisner,  .Mr.  LittJe,  Doclr.  Sherwood,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Colo.  Alli- 
fon — Orange. 

Mr.  VVm.  Smith,  Mr.  Hobart— .Su^u/fc. 

Mr.  Mills,  .Major  Lockwood,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Colo.  Drake— 
Wtstchester. 

Mr.  Duer,  Major  Webster— CAor/o»e. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Junr.  Major  Parks— C'Vsffr. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Veder— Tryon. 

Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Sessions— CamAcT/anii. 

A  letter  from  Thos.  Randall,  Esqr.  one  of  the  marine 
committee,  dated  at  Elizabeth  Town,  the  7th  Septr.  was 
read  and  fded. 

A  letter  from  Thos.  Quigley,  mate  of  the  privateer  Put- 
nam, dated  at  Cranberry  inlet,  the  fourth  instant,  was  also 
read  and  filed. 

1  lie  petition  of  the  officers  and  mariners  of  the  said  ves- 
sel of  War,  was  also  read  and  filed. 


It  thereby  appears  that  there  is  a  mutiny  on  board  of 
the  said  vessel,  and  the  manners  and  crew  dcmiirid  their 
wages  and  refuse  to  continue  in  the  said  vessels  under  Uie 
command  of  Capt.  Thos.  Creiger. 

Ordered,  That  those  papers  be  deferred  for  considera- 
tion. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  "on  a  more  effectual  mode  of  deteciin£r 
and  defeatmg  the  designs  of  the  internal  enemies  of  this 
State."  The  same  bemg  read  by  paragraphs,  resolved  on, 
and  agreed  to,  is  in  the  words  following,  lo  wit : 

Whereas  divers  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Stale  have, 
by  the  wicked  arts  and  insidious  and  corrupt  practices  of 
William  Tryon,  Esq.  late  Governor  of  the  Colony  of  IVew- 
Yorlv,  and  his  adherents,  been  seduced  to  take  part  with 
our  enemies,  and  aid  and  abet  their  measures  for  subjugat- 
ing the  United  Stales  of  America :  And  whereas,  al- 
though sundry  of  the  said  parricides  have  been  discovered 
and  secured,  yet  lliere  is  the  highest  reason  to  believe  that 
the  measures  hitherto  pursued  fully  to  detect  and  suppress 
such  inquitious  practices  and  conspiracies,  have  not  been 
effectual :  And  whereas  this  State  is  at  present  invaded 
by  a  powerful  army  at  the  Capital,  and  threatened  with 
the  incursions  of  another  army,  attended  with  a  host  of 
savages,  on  its  northern  and  western  frontiers,  this  Con- 
vention find  themselves  reduced  by  the  great  laws  ot  self- 
preservation,  and  the  duties  which  they  owe  to  their  con- 
stituents, to  provide  that  no  means  in  their  power  be  left 
unessayed  to  defeat  the  barbarous  machinations  of  their 
domestic  as  well  as  external  enemies,  and  do,  therefore. 

Resolve,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  for  the  express 
purpose  of  inquiring  into,  delecting  and  defeating  all  con- 
spiracies which  may  be  formed  in  this  Stale,  against  the 
liberties  of  America  ;  that  they  be  empowered  lo  send  for 
persons  and  papers;  to  call  out  such  detachments  of  the 
militia,  or  troops  in  the  different  counties,  as  they  may, 
from  lime  to  time,  deem  necessary  for  suppressing  insur- 
rections ;  to  apprehend,  secure  or  remove  such  persons 
whom  ihey  shall  judge  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  llie  State ; 
lo  make  drafts  on  the  treasury  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  pounds  ;  that  they  be  empowered  lo  enjoin  secre- 
cy upon  their  own  members,  and  the  persons  employed  by 
the  committee,  whenever  they  shall  judge  the  same  neces- 
sary ;  and  in  general  to  do  every  act  and  thing  whatsoever, 
which  may  be  necessary  to  enable  ihem  lo  e.xecutc  ihe 
trust  hereby  reposed  in  ihem  ;  that  the  said  committee 
keep  regular  minules  of  all  their  proceedings  and  expendi- 
tures, together  with  ihe  examinations  which  they  may  from 
time  to  time  take,  and  the  correspondence  lliey  carry  on 
for  executing  these  resolutions,  in  order  that  the  whole,  or 
any  part  thereof,  may  be  submitted  lo  the  consideration  of 
this  Convention,  or  future  JjCgislature  of  this  Stale,  when--, 
ever  and  as  oflen  as  they  may  think  proper  lo  call  for  the 
same  ;  lhat  they  be  empowered,  if  they  shall  think  it 
necessary,  to  raise,  officer  and  put  under  pay,  any  number 
of  men,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  twenty,  officers  in- 
cluded, lo  be  upon  the  same  establishment  with  ihose  un- 
der the  command  of  Captain  Melancion  Smith,  and  lo  sta- 
tion them  i;'  such  places,  and  lo  employ  them  on  such  ser- 
vices as  they  shall  judge  expedient  for  ihe  public  safety. 

Resolved,  That  the  company  of  thirty  men,  ordered  this 
day  by  this  Convention  to  be  raised  by  Gapiain  Dclavergne, 
be  under  the  direction  of  the  said  commiilee. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  committees  in  this  State  do, 
from  time  to  time,  transmit  to  the  above  mentioned  com- 
mittee all  such  information  as  they  shall  receive,  relating 
to  any  machinations  and  conspiracies  against  this  State  ; 
and  that  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  immediately  sent  by. 
express  to  the  chairman  of  the  couniy  committees,  and  to 
all  the  brisadier-generais  or  commanding  officers  of  the. 
militia  in  this  Stale,  lhat  they  may  govern  themselves  ac- 
cordingly. 

Extracts  from  the  minutes, 

ROBERT  BENSON,  Sedry. 
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Resolved  and  Agreed  unanimously.  That  the  said  com- 
mittee be  chosen  by  ballot ;  and  the  ballots  of  the  several 
counties  being  delivered  in  and  told,  William  Ducr,  Charles 
D.  Witt,  Leonard  Gansevoort,  John  Jay  and  Zcphaniah 
Piatt,  Esquires,  appeared  duly  elected  by  a  majority  of 
voles  to  be  the  members  of  that  committee. 

Resolved,  tiierefore.  That  those  gentlemen  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

Resolved,  That  Nathaniel  Sackett,  Esquire,  be  added 
to  and  be  a  member  of  the  said  committee.  And, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  send  notice  to  Charles 
D.  Witt,  Esquire,  of  his  appointment  to  be  one  of  this  com- 
mittee, and  desire  his  attendance. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  and  two  members  of  the 
said  committee,  be  a  quorum  to  proceed  on  business. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  examinations  of  Sa- 
muel Gale,  William  Tredwell  and  Benjamin  Ludlurn,  be 
delivered  to  the  said  committee  ;  that  ihey  take  the  same, 
with  any  other  papers  or  evidences  relating  thereto,  into 
consideration,  and  commit  them  or  take  securities  of  them, 
or  liberate  and  discharge  them  respectively,  as  the  said 
committee  may  think  proper. 

Resolved  and  Agreed,  That  the  order  for  committing  the 
said  Samuel  Gale,  Benjamin  Liidlum  and  William  Tred- 
well, to  the  officer  of  the  guard  at  this  place,  be  rescinded. 
And, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  take  security  of  each  of 
them,  by  bond,  with  a  surety  to  the  President  in  the  sum 
of  £500  each,  with  condition  for  their  appearance  respec- 
tively before  the  said  committee  on  request,  and  in  the 
mean  time  not  to  depart  farther  than  two  miles  from  ttie 
Dutch  church  at  Fishkill. 

On  report  of  the  committee  who  went  out  to  confer  with 
Capt.  Cook, 

Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  for  obstructing  the 
navigation  of  Hudson's  river,  be  empowered  and  directed 


to  purchase  and  impress  for  the  service  of  this  State,  any 
number  of  vessels  not  exceeding  six,  which  they  shall  think 
best  calculated  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  obstruc- 
tions in  Hudson's  river  opposite  to  Mount  Waslungion ; 
that  they  cause  an  appraisment  of  the  said  vessels  to  be 
made  by  persons  under  oath,  in  the  most  equitable  and  ex- 
peditious manner  possible,  in  order  that  satisfaction  niav 
hereafter  be  made  by  this  Convention  to  the  owners  of 
such  vessels ;  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  said  cumiuit- 
tee  to  request  the  services  of  Capt.  Thomas  Grconcil  in 
ballasting  and  navigating,  and  delivering  those  vessels  to 
Capt.  Cook  at  Fort  Washington. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  send 
all  the  oak  plank  (which  they  have  in  their  possession)  to 
Mount  Washington,  with  the  utmost  despatcli. 

Resolved,  That  the  superintendents  for  building  the  Con- 
tinental frigates  be  earnestly  requested  to  send  as  much  ot 
their  short  oak  plank  as  they  possibly  can  spare,  to  Fort 
Washington,  with  the  utmost  despatch,  and  this  Conven- 
tion do  engage  to  justify  their  conduct  in  this  particular  to 
the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  last  appointed  Committee  of  Safely, 
with  the  addition  of  four  members  hereafter  named,  be  re- 
vived. That  therefore  Mr.  Duaiie,  Mr.  Hobart,  Geiil.  Ten 
Broeck,  Mr.  Duer,  Jlr.  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr. 
Bancker,  and  the  four  following  members,  vizt.  Mr.  Ten 
Broeck,  Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Moore  and  Mr.  Joshua  H. 
Smith,  constitute  a  Committee  of  Safety  ;  that  any  four  of 
them  present  at  this  place,  be  a  quorum  ;  that  every  other 
member  who  may  attend,  have  a  voice  in  the  Committee; 
that  the  said  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  anv  mem- 
bers of  this  Convention  who  may  be  absent,  anil  that  thev 
continue  a  Committee  of  Safety  until  the  first  meeting  of 
a  representation  of  this  State  in  Convention. 

N.  B.  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt  excused  from  being  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  that  he  may  go  to  relieve  his  family 
now  in  a  boat  or  pettiauger  on  the  river. 
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MONDAY  MORNING. 

September  23rd,  1776. 
The  following  members  met  in  Committee  of  Safety,  to 
wit : 

Mr.  Bancker,*  Mr.  Duane — Members  of  New-York. 
Mr.  Sackxt — Of  Dulckess. 
Mr.  DcEB,'  Major  Webster* — Charlotte. 
Genl.  Ten  Broeck*  Mr.  Ten  Broeck* — Of  Albany. 
Major  LocKwooD* — Of  Westchester. 
Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stefhe.vs — Cumberland. 
Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Jos.  S.mith* — Orange. 
Mr.  Moore,*  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Veder— Tn/on. 
Those  whose  names  are  marked  with  aa  asterisk,  are  of  the  quorum 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Chairman, 
when  Brigadier-General  Abraliam  Ten  Broeck  was  unani- 
mously elected. 

Mr.  Duer,  one  of  the  members  of  the  committee  for  es- 
tablishing riders  betwixt  tiiis  place  and  Heau-Quariers,  at  or 
near  King's  Bridge,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  most 
€arly  intelligence,  reported  a  letter  from  Brigadicr-(Jenl. 
Scott,  dated  at  the  camp  at  King's  Bridge,  rteptr.  21st, 
giving  intelligence  of  a  great  fire  which  happened  the  pre- 
ceding night  in  the  city  of  New-York,  but  lliat  lie  had  not 
been  able  to  get  any  information  as  to  the  particulars  of  it. 
The  same  was  read  and  immediately  returned  to  Mr.  Duer 
to  be  filed  with  the  commiliee  papers. 

A  letter  from  John  Barclay,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Albany,  dated  the  21st  inst.  and  directed  to  Mr. 
McKesson,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Convention  of  this 
State,  was  read.  Mr.  Barclay  acknowledges  the  receipt 
of  a  resolution  of  the  Convention,  relative  to  Brooks  and 
Roff,  skippers  of  two  Albany  sloops,  who  are  charged  with 
Laving  deserted  the  service,  with  their  sloops  laden  with 
military  stores,  &c.  and  which  they  took  on  board  at  IN'evv- 
York,  to  be  landed  at  or  near  King's  BiiJsc.  Mr.  Barclay 
also  informed  the  Convention  that  the  said  committee  have 
despatched  a  batleau  well  manned,  down  the  river  inquest 
of  them. 

Whereas  the  Convention  of  this  State  did,  on  the  17tli 
instant,  appoint  a  Committee  of  Safety,  to  continue  till  tiie 
161 


next  meeting  of  a  representation  of  this  State  in  Conven- 
tion, and  authorized  them  to  send  for  any  memtjcrs  of  the 
Convention  who  may  be  absent  without  leave,  wiiic.ii 
said  Committee  was,  with  the  addition  of  iom  mcniiji.Ts, 
and  with  the  like  power,  on  the  21st  inst.  revived.  I'liere- 
fore, 

Ordered,  That  a  messenger  be  immediately  despatched 
to  summon  the  following  members  who  are  abseiu  without 
leave,  to  attend  on  the  public  business  without  delav,  and 
that  ihev  pay  the  messenger  a  reasonable  compensation  tor 
his  trouble  and  expenses,  to  wit  :  Mr.  iVIills,  Major  P.irks, 
Mr.  Wisner,  Junr.  Colo.  Sherwood,  Colo.  Allison,  Colo. 
Livingston,  Mr.  Zepha.  Piatt  and  Mr.  Stevens. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duer  the  sense  of  the  Committee  was 
taken,  whether  Colo.  Drake  had  leave  of  absence,  and  the 
question  being  put,  it  was  determined  nem.  con.  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

The  question  was  then  put,  whether  the  messenger  shall 
be  despatched  to  require  Colo.  Drake's  immediate  atten- 
dance :  determined  in  the  negative,  because  Gulo.  Drake's 
presence  in  Westcliester  county,  is  absolutely  necessary 
in  order  to  inform  the  Committee  of  the  measures  \shicn 
at  the  time  of  his  departure  the  Convention  had  tin- 
der consideration,  for  detecting  and  defeating  conspiracies 
of  tlie  disafl'ecied. 

Monday  Afternoon,  Septr.  ^3rd,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjotirnmcnt. 

Present — Brigadier-Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Bancker,'  Mr,  Duane* — For  New-York. 
IMajor  Lockwood* — Westchester. 
-Mr.  Ten  Broeck,*  Genl. Ten  Broeck'— Of  Albany- 
Mr.  Moore,*  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Veder —  Tryun- 
Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Sacket-Of  Dutchess. 
Mr.  Duer,*  Mr.  Webster"— C/iar/o/fo. 
Mr.  Smith*,  Mr.  Little— 0/  Oron^c. 
Mr.  Sessions— C"m6cr/an(/. 

Those  marked  with  an  asterisk,  are  of  the  quorum  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety. 

The  memorial  of  Wm.  Trcdwcll  now  detained  at  this 
place  by  order  of  the  Convention,  on  the  suspicion  of 
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holding  correspondence  with  the  enemy,  he  having  been  on 
j^^g  Island  since  the  same  has  been  in  possession  of  tiie 
enemy,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memoral  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  for  detecting  conspiracies,  dec. 

Mr.  Duer,  a  member  of  the  committee  of  correspondence 
and  inteUigence,  informed  tlie  Committee  of  Safety  lliat  he 
has  transmitted  to  His  Excellency  General  Washington, 
copies  of  the  resolution  of  the  Convention,  authorizing  the 
secret  committee  to  purchase,  or  impress,  any  number  of 
vessels  not  exceeding  six,  to  complete  the  obstructions  of 
the  navigation  in  Hudson's  river,  opposite  to  Fort  Wa- 
shington, and  of  the  resolution  requesting  the  superinten- 
dents of  the  frigates  building  at  Poughkeepsie,  to  send 
down  to  Mount  Washington  all  the  short  oak  plank  they 
can  spare. 

The  letter  from  John  Thomas,  Junr.  Esqr.  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  safety  for  Westchester  county,  which 
was  received  in  Convention  on  the  21st  inst.  relative  to  the 
indigent  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New-York,  who  were 
sent  into  that  county  by  a  committee  of  the  Convention  for 
that  purpose  appointed,  was  read. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  Secretaries  write  a  letter  to  Mr 
Thomas,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Con- 
Tcnlion,  on  that  subject,  passed  the  '21st  August  last,  and 
request  of  him  that  he  cause  leport  to  be  made  of  all  the 
indigent  persons  which  have  been  sent  into  that  county, 
agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  said  resolutions,  and  that 
this  Committee,  or  the  Convention,  will  make  provisions 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  supporting  them. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


TUESDAY  MORNING, 

Sept.  24:th,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigadier-Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Bancker,*  Mr.  Duane* — New-York. 

Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith* — Orange. 

Major  Webster* — Charlotte.  ^  ^ 

Mr. Ten  Broeck,*  Genl.  Ten  Broeck'— .^/ianT/.       "    ,.  ' 

Major  Lockwood* — Westchester. 

Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland.  ;  ,, 

Capt  P\ii\l— Dutchess. 

Mr.  Jloore,*  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Veder — Tryon. 

Kote. — Those  marked  with  an  asterisk  are  a  quorum  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety. 

There  being  no  material  business  proper  for  the  Com- 
mittee lo  take  up, 

Adjourned  till  4  o'clock  this  afternoon,  unless  the  bell 
should  be  ordered  to  ring  before  that  hour,  in  which  case 
tlie  members  agree  to  give  immediate  attendance. 

ToESDAY  Afternoon,  Septr.  iitk,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  lo  adjournment. 

Prese-vt— General  Ten  Broeck,*  Chairman. 

Mr.  Bancker* — New-York. 

Mr.  V\M~Dulchesx. 

Mr.  Moore,*  Mr.  Harper— Tryon. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,*  Mr.  Tea  Broeck* — ilbany. 

Major  Lockwood*— K'fskAesicr. 

Mr.  Duer,*  Major  Webster*— CAorZo/^e. 

Major  Parks,  Mr.  Wisner—WsfcT. 

Mr.  Little — Orange. 

Mr.  Sessions,  .Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 

tiote. — Those  marked  with  asterisks  are  a  quorum  of  the  Com- 
inittee. 

Thomas  Creiger,  commander  of  the  schooner  General 
Putnam,  a  vessel  of  war  filled  out  by,  and  belonging  to 
ihis  State,  wailed  upon  the  Committee,  and  informed  them 
that  the  said  schooner  is  very  much  out  of  repair,  and  as 
the  winter  is  approaching,   submitted  to  the  Committee 


whether  it  would  be  proper  to  keep  the  said  schooner  long- 
er in  service. 

The  Committee  were  of  opinion  that  this  matter  be  re- 
ferred to  the  consideration  of  the  Convention. 

Capt.  Cregier  was  called  in,  and  directed  to  wait  the 
meeting  of  the  Convention. 

A  letter  from  Colo.  Levi  Pawling,  dated  the  23.1  instant 
was  read  and  filed.  ' 

The  colonel  complains  much  of  the  want  of  a  surireon 
to  his  regiment,  and  requests  that  Mr.  Joseph  Crane  Inav 
be  appointed  to  iliat  office. 

Ordered,  That  this  letter  be  referred  to  the  Convention 
at  their  first  meeting. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  9  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Sepir.  25t?i,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Bri^'adie^-Genl.  Abm.  Ten  Broeck,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Duane,*  Mr.  Bancker,*  Mr.  Bunscomh— New-York. 

Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Josa.  Smith*— Oj-anije. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,*  Mr.  Ten  Broeck* — ilbany. 

Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Major  Lockwood,*  Colo.  'Drake—Weslchester. 

Jlr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Sackett,  Mr.  V\M— Dutchess. 

Mr.  Atoore,*  Mr.  Harper — Tryon.  ^     r  \ 

Major  Parks,  Mr.  Wisner,  Junr. — Ulster. 
Mr.  Duer,*  Major  Webster* — Charlotte. 

Those  marked  with  an  asterisk  are  a  quorum  of  the  CoramiUee. 

A  letter  from  General  Washington,  dated  at  the  Hci.'hts 
of  Harlem,  September  23d,  containing  a  particular  account 
of  the  manoeuvres  of  ihe  enemy  on  their  landing  on  New- 
York  island,  and  of  the  behaviour  of  our  troops,  who  were 
stationed  to  oppose  their  landing,  also  an  account  of  the 
skirmish  when  the  enemy  attacked  the  Heights  at  the 
north  end  of  Harlem  lane,  and  of  the  loss  on  both  sides 
was  read  and  filed.  ' 

A  letter  from  General  Scott,  to  the  committee  of  intelli- 
gence, was  introduced  by  Mr.  Duer  and  read.  General 
Scott  gives  a  particular  account  of  the  great  fire  which 
lately  happened  in  New-York  ;  and  also  of  a  little  expedi- 
tion to  Montresor's  island,  m.  which  our  troops  failed  of 
success,  and  were  obliged  to  retreat,  with  the  loss  of  the 
brave  Major  Henly,  killed,  and  several  others  wounded 
and  missing. 

A  letter  from  Messrs.  Clark  and  Nightingale,  dated  Pro- 
vidence, September  the  16tli,  relative  lo  two  prizes,  to  wit  : 
The  brig  Temple,  from  a  whaling  voyage,  and  a  Bormu- 
dian  sloop,  both  taken  on  the  south  side  of  Lonij  island  b-v 
the  armed  Conlincntal  sloops  Schuyler  and  Miliiii,  and  the 
armed  sloop  Montgoinerie,  filled  out  by  the  State  of  New- 
York.  A  stale  of  the  case  of  the  brig,  drawn  up  by  a 
lawyer,  was  also  enclosed,  were  respectively  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  the  Con- 
vention on  their  first  meeting. 

A  mem  orial  of  Cornelius  Alherton,  dated  this  day  was 
read  and  filed. 

He  prays  that  he,  with  his  men,  may  be  exempted  from 
military  duty,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  fulfil  Ins  contract, 
entered  into  with  the  Representatives  of  this  Slate,  for  ma- 
nufacturing muskets.    Referred  to  the  Conveniion. 

Adjourned  to  four  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Die  Mercurii,  4  ho.  P.  M.  Septr.  25th,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Ksqr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Jno.  Ten  Broeck,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Sackett 
Mr.  Wisner,  Junr.  Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Moore  Mr.  Wm' 
Harper. 

No  other  members  appearing,  and  no  urgent  business 
having  ofTercd,  the  Committee  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 
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JOimNAL  . 

OF  THE      '    S'  A      M  'I' 


PROVINCIAL  CONVENTION. 


THURSDAY  MORNING, 

Sepir.  26ih,  1776. 

The  Convention  met. 

Present — Mr.  Dcane,  Mr.  Dunscomd,  Mr.  Ba.-jcker— jVcw-Iorfe. 
Major  LocKwooD,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Colo.  Dhakx — Westches- 
ter. 

Genl.  Tek  Broeck,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Colo.  Livingston— jJ/tan!/. 

Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Jos.  S.mith— Oranje. 

Mr.  Wisner,  JrNB.  Major  Park— Ulster. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Veder— Tj-yon. 

Mr.  Sacket,  Capt.  Plx-tt— Dutchess. 

Major  Webster,  Mr.  DzzK—ChaHotlc. 

Mr.  Sessio.vs,  Mr.  STEeilzsi— Cumberland. 

The  President,  Abraham  Yates,  Jimr.  Esqr.  with  leave, 
being  gone  home  to  visit  his  family,  the  Convention  pro- 
ceeded to  elect  by  ballot  a  President. 

Colo.  Peter  R.  Livingston  was  duly  elected,  and  ac- 
cordingly took  the  chair. 


1     On  motion  of  General  Ten  Broeck, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  Safety  be  immediately 
appointed,  to  consist  of  the  President,  with  Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Duer,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Zephania  Piatt,  Mr.  Win. 
Harper  and  Colo.  Drake ;  that  an v  three  of  those  gentlemen 
witii  the  President  be  a  quorum ;  that  every  member  of 
the  Convention  who  may  attend  have  a  vote  ;  that  no 
member  of  Convention  depart  this  neighbourhood  without 
leave  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  ;  and  that  the  said 
Committee  have  power  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  send 
for  absent  members  of  the  Convention  of  this  State. 

Mr.  Veder  being  so  sick  and  indisposed  that  he  is  una- 
ble to  sit  or  attend  the  Convention,  and  there  not  being 
members  sufficient  to  continue  the  Convention  without 
Mr.  Voder's  attendance  ;  therefore  the  Convention  frorn 
necessity  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
And 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  meet  immedi- 
ately. 


O  I  T  ?I        V  A  I 


1  ."'!•'.  .iifto  v-v- 


JOURNAL 

OF  THE 

COMMITTEE   OF  SAFETY. 


THURSDAY  AFTERNOON, 

Septr.  2Gth,  177G. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  met. 

Present — Colo.  Peter  R.  Livingston,*  Chairman. 
Mr.  DuANE,*  Mr.  Duxscomb,  Mr.  Banckek — iVcif-i'orfc. 
Major  LocKv.'ooD,  Colo.  Van'  Cortlandt,*  Colo.  Dbake* — West- 
chester. 

Genl.  Teh  Buoeck,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Colo.  Livingston — ilbany. 

Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith — Orange. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Junr.  JIajor  Parks — Ulster. 

Mr.  Harper,*  Mr.  Moore— Tri/o/!. 

Mr.  Sacket,  Capt.  Platt* — Dulchcss. 

Major  AVebster,  Mr.  Di'er* — Charlutte. 

Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 

Those  marked  witli  an  asterisk  are  a  quorum  of  the  Committee. 

A  letter  fiom  Stephen  De  Lanccy,  Esqr.  (now  confined 
at  Hartford)  to  States  M.  Dycknian,  was  read. 

Mr.  Dyckman  being  called  in  and  examined  says,  that 
he  knows  the  horses  mentioned  in  Mr.  De  J^ancey's  letter  ; 
that  ihey  were  kept  on  the  iarm  of  James  Dc  Lanccy, 
Esqr.  at  Westchester  ;  that  one  of  them  is  a  hay  iiorse, 
about  15  hands  liigh  ;  the  other  likewise  a  bay  horse,  about 
14  hands  high  ;  that  about  a  week  ago,  he  went  to  the 
farm  of  Mr.  Dc  Lancey  and  saw  one  of  the  horses,  the 
large  one  ;  the  other,  the  small  one,  he  thinks  perhaps  may 
have  been  taken  to  Long  island  with  the  family.  States 
M.  Dyckman  withdrew. 

The  Committee  look  the  said  letter  and  Dyckman's  ap- 
plication for  an  order  for  the  hor=es  ot  Stephen  Dc  Lancey 
into  consideration.  After  sometime  spent  therein,  an  or- 
der with  recitals  on  that  subject,  being  several  times  read, 
amended  and  moved  for,  is  in  the  words  foilowin?,  to  wit: 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  in  behalf  of  Stephen 
De  Lancey,  Esqr.  now  confined  on  his  parol  to  the  town 
of  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  by  order  of  the  general  com- 
mittee of  the  county  of  Albany,  that  one  of  his  horses  has 
been  taken,  and  is  at  present  cmpluycd  by  persons  in  the 
Continental  army ;  and  it  being  liighly  expedient  that 
care  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  pro- 
perty of  all  persons  who  are  rcmuvcd  from  ihcir  usual 
places  of  residence,  by  the  authority  of  this  State  : 
162 


Resolved,  therefore,  That  States  M.  Dyckman  (recom- 
mended for  that  purpose  by  Mr.  De  Lancey)  be  authorized 
to  take  the  custody  and  charge  of  the  said  horse  belonging 
to  the  said  Stephen  De  Lancey.  Provided  always,  that 
the  said  horse  belonging  to  the  said  Stephen  Dclancey  has 
not  been  impressed  by  proper  authority  for  the  service  of 
the  armv  ;  and  that  nothing  in  this  resolve  contained  shall 
exempt  the  horses  of  the  said  Stejihen  Dclancey  from  be- 
ing impressed  in  common  with  those  of  otlier  persons  in 
this  State. 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  proposed  resolution,  and  the 
question  being  put  thereon,  the  Committee  were  equally 
divided,  vizt :  nine  for  the  affirmative,  and  nine  for  the 
negative.  The  Chairman  then  determined  against  the  said 
proposed  resolution,  wherefore  it  was  rejected. 

A  letter  from  Tliomas  Cregier,  dated  this  day,  was 
read.  He  therein  gives  a  state  of  the  vessel  of  war,  the 
General  Putnam,  and  her  crew ;  that  his  men  want  their 
wages,  and  the  vessel  out  of  repair  and  unfit  for  the  sea, 
and  advises  that  she  be  laid  up  or  sold. 

Ordered,  That  l!ie  said  representation  be  filed,  and  re- 
ferred to  tlie  consideration  of  the  Convention. 

The  memorial  of  John  McCamley  and  of 
Orange  county,  setting  forth  the  distresses  of  the  inhabi- 
tants tor  want  of  salt,  and  that  certain  quantities  of  salt  are 
stored  in  Orange  county,  was  read. 

A  resolution  of  the  committee  of  Dutches  county,  re- 
straining the  sale  of  the  salt  stored  in  Dutches  county,  was 
also  read.  They  therein  pray  directions  how  the  said  salt 
mav  be  most  advantageously  disposed  of. 

The  resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress,  directing 
the  mode  of  the  sales  of  salt,  was  also  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  papers,  relating  to  the  article  of 
salt,  be  committed  to  Capt.  Zeph.  Plait,  xMr.  Dunscombe, 
Colo.  Drake  and  Mr.  Duane,  hereby  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Duer  one  of  the  members  of  the  committee  of  cor- 
respondence, delivered  in  a  letter  from  Tench  Tilghman, 
Ls(|r.  dated  the  '24lh  instant,  which  was  read.  He  there- 
in mentions  His  Excellency  General  Washington's  satis- 
faction that  the  Convention  should  aid  in  obstructing  the 
navigation  of  Hudson's  river. 
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firdered  That  the  said  letter  be  made  a  part  of  the 
minutes  of  this  Committee,  the  said  letter  follows,  vizt : 
"Head-Quarters,  Haklem  Heights,? 

"  24i/i  acpt.  S 
Dear  Sir — I  have  this  moment  ihc  honour  of  yours 
of  the  22d  instant,  acquainting  nne  that  Mr.  R.K.Livingston 
and  yourself  had  been  empowered  by  your  commiitee  of 
correspondence  to  employ  some  person  about  Head-Quar- 
ters to  communicate  daily,  such  inicresting  intelligence  as 
may  be  expected  to  occur,  at  this  critical  time,  and  that 
you  were  anxious  I  should  undertake  tliis  task.  I  feel 
oiyself  highly  honoured  by  this  mark  of  distinction,  and 
you  may  be  assured  I  will  exert  myself  to  give  you  satis- 
faction in  my  office. 

"  His  Excellency  informs  me  that  he  wrote  your  Con- 
Tcntion  fully  yesterday,  and  desires  me  to  say  that  he  has 
only  to  tiiank  them  for  the  attention  they  are  paying  to  the 
obstruction  of  the  North  river,  which  he  hopes  will  be  ren- 
dered efl'ectual  by  this  intended  additional  obstruction  above 
the  chcvaux-dc-frise.  We  hear  that  our  forces  were  obliged 
to  abandon  Powle's  Hook  yesterday  evening ;  but  as  we 
have  no  particulars  of  the  matter  or  manner,  I  must  wait 
the  return  of  Genl.  Greene,  who  went  down  that  way  this 
morning  to  make  himself  fully  informed.  You  shall  hear 
more  of  it  to-morrow.  I  beg  you  will  let  me  know  in  your 
next,  who  is  President  of  your  committee  of  correspon- 
dence, as  I  suppose  my  letters,  in  my  official  capacity,  are 
to  be  addressed  to  him.  I  shall  till  then  address  myself  to 
you.  You  are  pleased  to  call  me  Richard,  but  I  have  the 
honour  and  pleasure  to  be 

"  Yr.  most  obt. 

"  TENCH  TILGHMAN. 

"  William  Dueb,  Esqr. 

at  Fishkill." 

Die  Jovis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  Septr.  26th,  177G. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Colo.  Peter  R.  Livingston,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Dunscombe,  Mr.  Duane — A'ew-York. 
Colo.  G.  Drake,  Major  Lockwood — Westchester. 
Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Colo.  Livingston,  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Jno.  Ten  Broeck — jllbany. 

Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith — Orange. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Junr.  Major  Parks — Ulster. 

Mr.  V,'m.  Ifarper,  Mr.  Moore— Tryon. 

Mr.  Sackclt,  Capt.  Zeph.  Piatt— Dutches. 

Major  Webster,  Mr.  Duer,  Colo.  Williams — Charlotte. 

A  letter  from  Benjamin  Dupuy,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Mamacotiing  precitict  in  Ulster  county,  was  read 
and  filed,  and  is  dated  the  23d  instant.  The  said  chairman 
ihcrebv  informs  that  a  vacancy  of  a  military  officer  had 
arisen  by  Capt.  Dc  Witt's  engajing  the  ranging  service  ; 
that  thereby  the^following  gentlemen  were  dulv  promoted 
and  elected,  vizt :  Abraham  Cuddcback,  Junr.  captain;  Ro- 
bert Cock,  first  lieutenant ;  Samuel  King,  second  lieute- 
nant, and  Samuel  Dupuv,  ensign. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  commissions  issue,  and  they 
were  issued  accordingly. 

A  letter  or  request  ot  Joab  Hoisington,  was  received  and 
read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"To  the  Honourable  Natiunifl  Wooniirir,, 

President  of  the  Honourable  Conircss  of  the  State  of  New- York  : 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  Honourable  the  Congress, 
I  have  sent  the  muster-rolls  of  the  several  companies  un- 
der my  command  by  Elizur  Andiews,  tl-.e  bearer,  besging 
the  favour  of  your  forwarding  the  remainder  of  the  bounty, 
rations  and  first  month's  wages,  takmg  his  receipt  for  the 
same. 

"I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

"JOAB  HOISINGTON. 
"N.  B.  Please  to  remit  my  wages  and  ration.?,  likewise 
»s  much  of  the  ration  as  the  Honouraljle  Congress  shall 
»ee  fit — find  it  much  easier  to  purchase  supplies  with 
cash." 


A  return  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  four  com- 
panies of  rangers,  commanded  by  Major  Hoisington,  .sign- 
ed by  James  Clay,  chairman,  was  also  read,  and  certain 
muster  rolls  of  the  said  companies  were  also  delivered  in. 

Tiie  Committee  took  the  same  into  consideration  ;  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  a  motion  was  made  and  seconded 
that  a  sum  sufficient  to  answer  the  purposes  of  .Major  Hois- 
ington's  request,  be  transmitted  to  him. 

It  was  objected,  that  the  committee  of  that  couniv  had, 
by  their  letter  or  declaration  to  this  Convention,  daied  the 
21st  of  June  last,  reserved,  or  pretended  to  reserve,  to  the 
people  of  that  county  a  right  of  seceding  from  ihe  iiovcrn- 
ment  of  this  State  ;  that  the  State  has  already  lieen  lU  LTcat 
expense  for  that  county  ;  that  further  expenditures  on  their 
account  ought  not  to  be  made,  until  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
State  is  fully  acknowledged  by  the  inhabitants  of  that 
county. 

After  sundry  debates  on  this  subject,  at  the  request  of  a 
member,  Mv.  Stevens,  one  of  the  Deputies  from  that  coun- 
ty, was  interrogated  whether  he,  as  a  Representative  of 
Cumberland  county,  acknowledges  the  jurisdiction  of  ihis 
State  over  the  said  county  ?  Mr.  Stevens  declared  that  he 
does  fully  acknowledge  the  jurisdiction  of  this  State  over 
the  said  county. 

The  like  question  being  asked  of  Mr.  Sessions,  he  also 
answered  in  the  alnrmalive,  and  declares  he  does,  as  a  Re- 
presentative of  Cumberland,  county  fully  acknowledge  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  State  over  the  county  of  Cumberland 
and  its  inhabitants. 

The  further  consideration  of  this  subject  was  postponed 
till  to-morrow.  Adjourned. 


FRIDAY  MORNING, 

September  27th,  1776. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Colo.  Peter  R.  Livingston,  the  Presidt.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Dunscombe,  Mr.  Duane — New-York  members. 

Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Colo.  Sherwood,  Mr.  Liltle— Oranje. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Colo.  Livingston — llbaay. 

Colo.  Drake,  Major  Lockwood,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt— [[^t's(cAes(cr. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Major  Parks— Ws/cr. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 

Mr.  Sacket,  Mr.  Platl,  Major  Schenk— I)«<c/ics. 

Mr.  Duer,  Major  Webster,  Colo.  Williams— C/iar/o/;e. 

Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stt^vens—Cumberl and. 

Mr.  Duer  from  the  committee  for  establishing  posts, 
and  obtainin!!  intelligence,  introduced  a  letter  from  Tench 
Tilghman,  Esquire,  dated  at  Head-Quarters,  Heirrhts  ot 
Harlem,  Septr.  2oth,  1776,  and  directed  to  Mr.  Duer;  the 
same  being  read,  it  is 

Order  ed,  That  such  part  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to 
General  Washington's  application  for  powder,  be  imme- 
diately transmitted  by  express  to  Henry  Wisner,  Junr.  and 
John  R.  Livingston,  Esquires,  and  that  they  be  requested 
to  forward  all  the  powder  which  they  have  on  hand  to 
King's  Bridge,  with  all  despatch,  and  that  they  be  em- 
powered to  apply  to  (ieneral  James  Clinton  for  a  proper 
guard,  to  escort  the  said  powder. 

The  part  of  Mr.  Tilghman's  letter  above  referred  to,  is 
as  follows  : 

"  His  Excellency  begs  your  board  would  immediately 
order  down  what  powder  is  ready  at  Wisner's  and  Living- 
ston's mills." 

A  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Petrus  Ten  Broeck,  en- 
closing the  returns  of  the  militia  of  his  briuadc  in  Dutchess 
county,  (excepting  the  regiments  of  Colo.  Bruickerhotf  and 
Colo.  Graham,)  and  a  request  that  otiier  field  officers  of 
the  militia,  may  be  commissioned  in  the  place  of  those 
called  into  actual  service. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  write  to  the  General  and 
inform  him  that  the  returns  sent  by  him  are  irregular,  and 
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that  he  be  requested  to  transmit  to  Convention  a  proper 
brigade  return  of  the  whole  mililia  of  Dutchess,  that  tlie 
Convention  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  remaining  strength 
of  the  said  mililia. 

Colo.  Williams  delivered  in  the  return  of  his  regiment 
of  militia  in  Charlotte  county,  was  put  on  the  lile. 

Mr.  Joshua  H.  Smith  has  leave  of  absence  for  three 
days.    Mr.  Duer  dissents  thereto. 

A  letter  from  David  Mathews,  dated  at  Litchfield  the 
25th  of  September,  was  read. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  Capt.  Moses  Seymour  to  Gover- 
nor Trumbull,  dated  Litchfield,  on  the  20th  Seplr.  in- 
stant, relating  to  the  conduct  of  David  Mathews,  was  also 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letters  lie  on  the  table  for  the 
perusal  of  the  members. 

John  Campbell  who  was  sent  as  a  messenger  to  Abra- 
ham Lott,  Esqr.  late  Treasurer  of  the  Colon v  of  New-York, 
with  a  certified  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  this  Convention, 
relative  to  the  public  treasury,  and  his  contempt  in  not 
having  accounted  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  the  17lh  March  last,  delivered  the  following 
representation  from  Abraham  Lott,  Esqr.  vizt : 

"To  the  Honourable  Convention  of  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
New-York. 

"Gentlemen — Yesterday  evening  I  received  by  Mr. 
John  Campbell  your  resolves  and  orders  of  the  17th  in- 
stant, directing  me  to  make  answer  in  writin^r,  why  the 
order  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  9th  March  last,  re- 
lating to  the  delivery  of  my  public  accounts,  has  not  been 
complied  with. 

"  Permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  assure  you  that  the  omis- 
sion has  not  proceeded  from  neglect  of  your  authority, 
which  I  trust  many  of  the  Honourable  Convention  are  well 
convinced  of,  but  from  the  following  causes  ; 

"  Shortly  after  I  received  the  order  of  the  9th  March,  I  | 
had  the  misfortune  to  wound  my  left  arm  in  the  wrist  in 
such  a  manner  that  I  could  not  make  any  use  of  it  for  six 
weeks.  When  I  got  in  part  over  this  incapacity,  I  was 
attacked  with  the  gout,  which  confined  me  six  weeks 
longer  at  this  place,  and  ray  books  and  accounts  being  in 
New-York,  put  it  out  of  my  power  for  three  months  to  do 
any  thing  in  the  matter.  After  this  1  went  to  the  city  wiih 
intent  to  comply  with  this  order,  but  the  troubles  increas- 
ing, and  every  body  moving  out  of  town,  and  advising  me 
to  do  the  same,  as  the  fleet  was  arrived  at  Staten  island, 
I  packed  up  my  books  and  papers  in  a  hurry,  and  brought 
them  here  about  a  month  ago  from  Newark,  where  they 
some  time  laid  for  want  of  a  wagon  to  bring  them  up  ;  since 
which  the  times  have  been  so  very  distressing,  that  I  have 
not  had  resolution  to  finish  the  assortnig  ol  my  papers,  and 
thus  am  not  prepared  to  make  out  iny  accounts.  These, 
and  not  contempt  or  neglect,  are  the  true  causes  why  the 
order  of  the  9th  March,  has  not  been  complied  with. 

"  However,  to  convince  the  Honourable  Convention  of 
my  readiness  to  comply  with  its  directions,  will  with  all 
possible  speed  make  out  the  accounts  and  attend  them 
without  delay,  agreeable  to  the  order  ot  the  17th  instant  ; 
though  cannot  exactly  mention  the  day, as  I  have  still  a  num- 
ber of  papers  to  assort.  Permit  me  to  add  that  no  unne- 
cessary procrastination  shall  happen,  and  that  1  am  with 
respect, 

"  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  ABRM.  LOTT. 

"Betervcyck,  Septr.  224,  1776. 

"  P.  S.  On  reading  the  fore^oincr  to  Mr.  Campbell,  he 
was  very  desirous  that  I  would  limit  I'lc  lime  of  mv  attend- 
ance as  near  as  possible:  for  the  saiistaciion  of  the  Ctn- 
•vention,  do  not  think  it  will  be  less  than  a  fortnight,  but 
will  come  sooner  if  in  my  power.'' 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  Convention  of  this  Slate. 

Major  Henry  Schenck,  one  of  the  Deputies  of  Dutches 


county,  came  into  the  Committee,  who  with  the  other 
members  before  named  were  a  sutTicient  number  to  form  a 
Convention. 

They  therefore  proceeded  as  a  Convention.  The  Con- 
vention then  took  into  consideration  the  application  of  Major 
Joab  Hoisington  from  Cumberland  county,  for  nionev  for  the 
bounty  for  the  rangers,  and  paying  their  wages  and  sub- 
sistence. 

The  letter  or  application  of  Major  Hoisington  was  read. 
The  return  of  the  officers  of  the  company  of  ranircrs  un- 
der the  command  of  Major  Hoisington,  signed  bv  James 
Clay,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Cumberland  county, 
was  also  read.  The  letter  from  Cumberland  coiiniy  corn- 
mittee  of  the  21st  day  of  June  last  to  this  Coinmittce, 
was  also  read. 

Debates  arose  on  the  application  from  Major  Hoising- 
ton, occasioned  by  the  said  letter  of  the  21st  day  of  June 
last. 

The  following  questions  by  order  of  the  Convention  were 
asked  of  the  Deputies  from  Cumberland  county,  and  iheir 
answers  are  liere  inserted,  vizt : 

Question.  Were  you  elected  by  the  people  of  the  coun- 
ty at  large,  or  by  the  sub-committees  in  the  towns  ? 

Answer,  (by  Mr.  Sessions  and  Mr.  Stevens.)  We  were 
elected  by  the  people  of  the  county  at  large. 

Q.  How  is  your  county  committee  formed  1 

A.  By  two  members  sent  from  the  committee  of  each 
town. 

Q.  Were  those  committees  appointed  or  elected  by  tlie 
people  of  the  county  before  or  after  your  election  as  De- 
puties ? 

A.  The  committees  were  elected  long  before  the  late 
election  for  Deputies  to  represent  that  county. 

Q.  Have  your  county  committee  any  power  or  authori- 
ty from  the  people  to  give  such  instructions  or  directions, 
or  to  make  such  declarations  or  reservations  as  are  contain- 
ed in  the  said  letter  of  the  21st  of  June. 

Mr.  Sessions  in  answer  declares;  that  he  is  very  confi- 
dent that  the  sub-committees  or  committee  in  Cumberland 
county,  had  not  any  directions  or  instructions  from  the 
people  or  inhabitants  of  Cumberland  county  to  give  such 
instructions  or  directions  as  are  contained  in  the  said  let- 
ter of  the  21st  of  June,  or  to  make  such  declarations  or  re- 
servations as  are  therein  mentioned.  Mr.  Stevens  makes  the 
like  declaration,  and  says  that  the  letter  of  the  21si  June, 
was  agreed  to  prevent  any  division  in  the  county,  as  some 
few  towns  in  the  county  were  opposed  to  semJuig  Depu- 
ties to  Convention  unless  with  such  instructions.  That  he 
had  not  any  particular  instructions  from  the  people  of  the 
town  in  which  he  resides,  and  believes  the  people  of  the 
other  towns  did  not  give  any.  That  he  conceives  the  cre- 
dentials from  the  county  give  him  full  and  unrestrained 
power  in  forming  a  government.  That  he  conceives  him- 
self no  further  bound  by  those  instructions  than  his  vote, 
and  then  only  in  cases  where  the  instructions  are  agreea- 
ble to  his  own  judgment. 

Mr.  Sessions  says  he  shall  think  it  his  duty  to  pay  re- 
gard to  his  instructions  so  far  as  to  lay  them  before  the 
House,  and  obtain  a  compliance  with  them  so  far  as  they 
shall  appear  to  be  right  and  beneficial. 

The  Deputies  from  Cumberland  county  were  then  ask- 
ed whether  if  on  debate  it  should  appear  that  a  mailer  con 
lained  in  or  directed  by  those  instructions  would  be  injuri- 
ous to  the  State,  they  would  think  themselves  bound  by 
those  instructions?  They  respectively  answered,  by  no 
means  ;  that  they  did  not  think  themselves  bound  by  those 
instructions  whenever  they  might  work  any  injury  to  the 
State,  or  whenever  they  should  be  outvoted. 

The  Convention  were  informed  that  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  said  letter  of  the  21st  of  June, 
to  this  Convention,  have  not  made  any  report  thereon,  and 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  members  appointed  on  that 
committee  are  now  absent. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  of  the  21st  of  June  last, 
and  the  application  of  Major  Joab  Hoisington  for  money 
to  pay  and  subsist  the  companies  of  rangers  mentioned  m 
the  returns  thereof,  by  him  made  witli  the  said  returns, 
be  committed  to  a  commiiiee. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  ]\Ir.  Duer,  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Ze- 
phania  Piatt,  together  with  Mr.  Sessions  and  Colo.  Sle- 
Tens,  be  a  committee  for  tiiat  purpose  ;  and  that  they  re- 
port such  facts  relating  to  this  matter,  and  what  will  in 
their  opinion  be  most  eligible  to  be  done  in  the  premises, 
with  all  convenient  speed. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  twenty-first  instant  "  for  the  express  purpose  of 
enquiring  into,  detecting  and  defeating  all  conspiracies 
■which  may  be  formed  m  the  Slate  against  the  liberties  of 
America,"  be  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  empowered 
at  their  discretion,  to  place  guards  at  such  place  or  places 
as  they  may  think  proper,  for  apprehending  deserters  from 
the  American  army  ;  and  for  detecting  and  defeating  all 
conspiracies  which  are  or  may  be  formed  in  this  State 
against  the  liberties  of  America;  and  to  sive  such  instruc- 
tions to  those  guards  as  the  said  committee  may  think  ne- 
cessary for  those  purposes. 

Major  Schenck  produced  to  the  Convention  an  account 
of  "Walter  Hyer,  for  services  done  as  a  cooper  in  securing 
and  preserving  a  quantity  of  oil  said  to  belong  to  the  Con- 
tinent, and  now  in  store  at  Fishkill  Landing,  which  is  as 
follows,  vizt : 

"  The  State  of  New-Yorl<, 
1776.  "  To  Walter  Hyer,  Dr. 

Septr.  14,    To  trimming  36  tiercfs  of  Spermaceii  oil,  the  property  of 
Contl.  Congress,  on  board  of  the  sloop  Capt.  Cook,....  Jt2  I2s  Od 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esqr.  pay 
the  above  account  to  Henry  Schenk,  Esqr.  lor  liie  use  of 
Walter  Hyer,  and  charge  the  same  to  account  of  the  Con- 
tinent. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  Safety  be  and  hereby 
are  appointed  to  act  until  a  meeting  of  this  Convention,  to 
consist  of  the  President,  widi  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Duer,  Colo. 


Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Zephania  Piatt,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper  and 
Colo.  Drake  ;  that  any  tliree  of  those  gentlemen,  with  the 
President,  be  a  quorum  ;  that  every  member  of  the  Con- 
vention who  may  attend,  have  a  vote  ;  th.it  no  member  of 
Convention  depart  this  neighbourhood  without  leave  of  the 
Committee  of  Safely ;  and  that  the  said  Committee  liave 
power,  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  send  for  absent  mem- 
bers of  the  Convention  of  this  Slate. 

Die  Veneris,  4  ho.  P.  M.  Septr.  Zltli,  177C. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjourmnent. 

Prese.vt — Colo.  Peter  R.  Livingston,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Duane,*  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Bancker — New-York. 
Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,*  Colo.  Drake,  Major  Lockwood— ll^es((  ;,,.s/,.r. 
Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  .Tohn  Ten  Broeck,  Colo.  P.  U.  LivingUou"— .IJ. 
bany. 

Mr.  Little,  Doctr.  Sherwood — Orange. 
Major  Park,  Mr.  Wisner,  Junr. — Ulster. 
Mr.  Wra.  Harper,*  Mr.  Moore — Tryon. 
Mr.  Sackett,  Mr.  VUll'— Dutches. 
Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Sie\eas— Cumberland. 

Lieutenant  Brett  informed  the  Convention  that  sundry 
prisoners  are  in  the  guard  house,  in  custody  of  the  guard 
at  this  place,  under  his  command.  Some  of  ihem  detained 
as  suspicious  persons,  travelling  without  any  certificates  or 
passes  ;  and  others  for  reasons  which  were  particularly 
assigned  to  the  Convention. 

The  said  prisoners  being  severally  brought  in  and  exa- 
mined. 

Ordered,  That  ]\Iicliael  O'Farrell  and  Richard  Gazat  be 
respectively  confined  in  the  said  guard  liouse  till  further 
order  of  this  Convention,  or  iheir  Cominitiee  of  Safety, 
lliere  being  great  reason  to  believe,  from  the  imperfect  ac- 
counts given  of  themselves  respectively,  and  particularly 
from  the  many  contradictions  in  ihe  account  given  by  the 
said  Richard  Gazatt,  that  tliey  are  deserters  from  ihe  Ame- 
rican army. 

Tlie  other  prisoners  were  respectively  discharged. 
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SATURDAY  MORNING, 

September  28th,  1776. 

The  Convention  met. 

Present— Colo.  Peter  R.  Livingstox,  President. 

Mr.  DuNscojiD,  Mr.  Banckjeb,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Harpeb,  Mr.  Jay 
— For  ^few-York. 

Mr.  WisNERj  Dr.  Sherwood,  Mr.  Little — For  Orange. 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Tex  Broeck,  Mr.  Gan-sevoort,  Mr.  Cut- 
lEK,  Colo.  LiviKGSTO.s'— i^'or  .ilban)). 

Mr.  Platt,  Mr.  Sackett,  Mr.  Gil.  Livi.ngstox — For  Dutchess. 

Mr.  Webster,  Colo.  Williams,  Mr.  Dver— Charlotte. 

Major  Parks,  Mr.  Conti.ve,  Mr.  Wis.veb — For  Ulster. 

Major  LocKwooD,  Colo.  Drake,  Mr.  To.mkins,  Colo.  Van  Cort- 
lANDT — For  Westchester. 

Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stefhe.vs — Cumberland. 
General  Ten  Broeck  and  Mr.  John  Ten  Broeck,  have 
leave  of  absence  for  one  month.    i\Ir.  Duane  dissents. 

Mr.  VVisner,  Junr.  has  leave  of  absence  for  a  fortnight, 
lhat  he  maybe  enabled  to  e.xeciiie  the  order  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  yesterday,  for  forwarding  tlie  powder 
from  his  mill  to  King's  Bridge,  agreeable  to  the  (iencrars 
request. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 
form  of  government  for  this  St.\ie,  do  report  the  same  to 
the  House  on  or  before  the  12ih  d.iy  of  October  next,  and 
lhat  the  said  committee  may  no  longer  be  detained  from 
that  important  business. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  sit  every  afternoon 
till  they  shall  be  ready  to  report. 

A  letter  from  John  SIoss  Hobart,  Esqr.  directed  to  the 
Convention,  dated  at  Head-Quarters,  on  the  26ih  instant, 
Was  read  and  filed.  He  therein  inlorms  that  General  Wa- 
shington has  ordered  Lieut.  Colo.  Livingston  to  repair  to 
the  forts  in  the  Highlands  with  Ins  detachment ;  tliat  he, 
Mr.  Hobart,  is  concerlmg  measures  for  the  release  of  Genl. 
Woodhuil ;  that  he  has  not  heard  of  the  comuuttec  of 
eafety  below  the  Highlands  ;  tiiat  the  enemy  are  tlirowing 
up  works  to  annoy  our  advanced  posts  ;  that  he  wrote  a 
letter  to  Convention  yesterday,  by  Capt.  Rogers,  and  re- 
quests an  answer. 
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The  letter  from  Mr.  Hobart  of  the  25th  instant,  being 
brought  in,  was  read. 

He  therein  informs,  that  in  obedience  to  the  order  of 
Convention,  he  had  called  at  the  forts  in  the  Hiahlands  and 
found  things  in  as  good  a  stale  as  could  be  expected,  con- 
sidering the  number  of  men  in  garrison  ;  that  he  had  men- 
tioned to  General  Washington  the  necessity  of  a  reuilurce- 
ment  from  the  ar.my  to  tliose  forts,  and  that  the  General 
said  it  was  impossible ;  that  he  had  shewn  the  resolution 
of  Convention  for  procuring  an  exchange  for  General 
Woodhuil  to  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington  ;  lhat  it  is 
very  doubtful  how  it  can  be  efl'ected  ;  that  the  Canada  pri- 
soners are  at  the  Hook,  and  are  to  be  set  on  shore  on  their 
parol.  He  therein  farther  gives  an  account  of  the  contlagra- 
tion  of  the  city — requests  to  know  by  Capt.  Ilogers  wiie- 
ther  the  sloop  of  war  Montgomery  vvdl  be  sold,  and  direc- 
tions how  to  dispose  of  one  liundred  and  twenty  pounds  of 
pubhc  money  which  he  left  lately  at  Fairfield. 

Captain  Rogers  being  called  in  and  examined,  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  sloop  Montgomery,  says,  that  llie  vessel 
is  in  good  repair  ;  that  she  wants  nothing  but  provisions 
and  a  little  gunpowder ;  that  one  of  the  prizes  whicli  he 
formerly  took,  to  wit,  a  small  Bermuda  sloop,  is  at  Rhode 
Island,  as  he  hopes,  by  this  time,  condemned  ;  lhat  she 
had  also  on  board  some  sails  and  rigging,  taken  from  the 
oilier  vessels  of  which  he  made  captures  ;  that  lie  brought 
olf  a  ft,w  things  m  a  boat  from  Huntington,  at  the  time  he 
took  Isaac  Ketcham  and  Samuel  Skidmore  ;  that  the  lat- 
ter was  a  person  who  had  taken  possession  of  a  farm  of  a 
brother  of  Capt.  Zeph.  Platt ;  that  he  came  to  the  Con- 
vention to  request  their  directions  liovv  to  dispose  of  the 
vessel,  the  Montgomery. 

Resolved,  That  the  vessel  of  war,  the  Montgomery,  be 
continued  in  the  service  of  this  Stale. 

That  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Bancker  and  Mr.  Zeph.  Platt,  be 
a  committee  to  give  such  instructions  to  Capt.  Rogers  as 
they  shall  think  proper,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  on  a  cruise 
with  all  possible  expedition  ;  and  also  lhat  the  said  com- 
miilec  give  such  directions  to  Capt.  Rogers  relative  to  any 
prizes,  or  prize  goods,  remaining  on  Nassau  island,  as  they 
shall  think  proper. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jay  be  added  to  the  committee  ap- 


.1":  •■  ri    :  ■         .    :  '-Al^ :  ' 


•71.  "1  ,,r.r-p;.;..;  i;/; 

■     '  :  :  .  :  -  •'■..'.iX'i 


■V.iv;  t;ii 


650 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  CONVENTION. 


intcd  yesterday  morning  to  report  on  the  application  of 
$l*ijor  Hoisington  for  money  for  the  use  of  the  rangers,  and 
the  oiher  matters  therewith  commilted. 

A  short  letter,  dated  the  27l!i  instant,  from  Thos.  Cre- 
ffier,  of  the  armed  schooner  Fulnam,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  late  representation  of  the  state  of 
that  vessel  made  by  Capt.  Cregicr,  the  letter  from  his  lieu- 
tenant, the  memorial  of  the  artificers  of  the  said  vessel, 
and  Capt.  Cregier's  present  letter,  be  commilted  to  Mr. 
Gansevoort,  Mr.  Tompkins  and  Mr.  Dunscombe,  and  that 
they  report  thereon  wiili  all  convenient  speed. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  James  Clinton,  was  read,  and  is  as 
follows,  to  wit : 

"Fort  Constitution,  Septr.  27th,  1776. 
"  Gentlemen — Col.  Snyder  has  just  come  down  with 
three  companies  of  his  regiment,  and  more  is  daily  expect- 
ed. The  enclosed  is  a  letter  for  Mr.  Schenk,  urging  him 
to  forward  the  materials  he  was  ordered  to  provide  for  these 
forts.  I  have  wrote  to  him  for  500  wt.  more  of  iron,  and 
about  200  shingle  lath,  if  they  can  be  sent  down  immedi- 
ately, with  the  20  hogsheads  of  lime.  We  have  two  bar- 
racks raised,  one  at  this  fort  and  the  other  near  Fort  Mont- 
gomery, but  we  can't  do  much  to  ihem  for  want  ot  those 
materials,  &c.  I  have  received  nails  from  the  Quarier- 
Master-General,  I  believe  what  will  be  sufficient.  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  know  what  to  do  with  the  troops  for  want  of  bar- 
rack room,  unless  1  detain  the  sloops  that  brought  them 
down  a  few  days  ;  but  if  I  get  these  necessaries  to  go  on 
with  the  work,  we  will  soon  have  room  enough.  I  have 
two  prisoners  here,  that  were  sent  down  from  New-Wind- 
sor  on  suspicion  of  buying  butter  and  flour  for  the  Minis- 
terial army ;  I  will  soon  send  you  the  particulars. 
"  I  am,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  humble  servt. 

"JAMES  CLINTON,  B.  Genl. 
"  Please  to  forward  the  enclosed  to  Mr.  Schenk,  after 
you  have  opened  it,  if  you  think  proper." 

The  said  letter  of  General  Clinton  was  immediately  taken 
into  consideration  ;  and  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  John  Schenk,  Esqr.  be  and  he  hereby  is 
directed  to  procure  and  forward  to  Fort  Constitution,  with 
the  utmost  despatch,  five  hundred  weight  more  of  iron,  and 
about  200  shingle  lath,  together  with  the  twenty  hogsheads 
of  lime  heretofore  ordered  to  be  sent  ihiiher. 

A  letter  from  Robert  Yates,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the  se- 
cret committee  for  obstructing  the  navigation  of  Hudson's 
river,  was  received  and  read,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Pou^hkeepsie,  Wedy.  25th  Seplr.  1776. 

"  Sir — We  have  obtained  2  sloops,  2  brigs,  and  2  large 
ships,  for  the  purpose  of  obstructing  the  channel  of  Fort 
"Washington  ;  one  of  the  sloops,  the  Clinton,  heretofore 
purchased  by  the  committee,  we  found  here,  the  other  we 
nave  ordered  from  Fort  Montgomery;  the  two  briqs  are 
here  also,  one  of  which  belongs  to  Malcom,  Kip  and  Lett, 
the  other  is  a  New-England  vessel,  about  1 20  tons  burlltcn, 
loaded  with  wheat,  slaves,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of 
inch  boards  ;  the  wheal  and  staves  we  have  oidered  lo  be 
Stored,  but  send  down  the  boards  for  public  use.  The  ships 
are  in  Esopus  creek,  owners  Messrs.  Franklin  ;  they  are 
two  very  fine  vessels,  in  the  building  of  which  much  ex- 
traordinary pains  have  been  taken,  both  as  lo  limber  and 
workmanship.  On  our  going  there,  wc  ordered  ihem  to  be 
hauled  out,  and  expect  ihey  will  proceed  to  Fort  Washing- 
ton this  day.  The  two  sloops,  the  Clinton  and  that  from 
Fort  Montgomery,  we  think  are  almost  arrived  by  this  time, 
as  the  Clinton  sailed  yesterday  wiih  a  fair  wind,  and  the 
other  must  have  proceeded  from  the  fort  shortly  after  the 
Clinton's  arrival  there ;  and  as  lo  the  brigs,  we  shall  be 
able  to  despatch  them  lo-day  also.  The  Camden,  Capt. 
Castle,  with  near  2,000  feet  plank,  and  Capt.  Donaldson 
with  upwards  of  6,000  do.  sailed  yesterday  also.  The 
•hips  and  brigs  aforesaid,  we  are  to  have  appraised  by  the 
time  they  are  ready  to  set  off  from  here,  and  we  imagine 


the  ships  will  run  very  high.  Our  stock  of  monev  is  very 
low,  and  our  contracts  far  exceeding  the  sum  wc  were  fur- 
nished with  ;  the  demands  on  this  committee  arc  frequent 
and  urgent.  Upon  these  considerations  we  hope  the  Con- 
vention will,  by  some  means  or  oilier,  furnish  us  wuh  a 
further  supply. 

"We  are,  sir,  your  humble  scr\'ants, 
"By  order  of  the  committee, 

"  ROBT.  YATES,  Chairmr 
A  letter  from  Mr.  Samuel  Tudor,  one  of  the  a-ents  su- 
perintending the  building  of  the  Coniineni.il  friLi  iles  at 
Poughkeepsie,  was  read,  and  is  as  follows,  vizt : 

"  Gentlemen — Enclosed  I  send  you  (lencral  JSchuvlcr's 
two  letters  of  23d  and  25lh  inst.  with  an  order  t'or  more  cor- 
dage ;  I  am,  on  my  own  part,  extremely  anxious  to  serve, 
to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  each  department,  wherein  llie 
defence  of  our  country  is  aimed  at;  but  havin<i  this  dav 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  (one  of  ihc  commis- 
sioners for  building  the  ships,)  wherein  he  expresses  his 
disapprobation  of  my  sparing  any  of  the  materials  belonir- 
ing  to  the  ships,  without  an  express  order  from  Consress 
or  the  commissioners.    If  I  have  hitherto  erred,  it  is  in 
judgment  only,  and  with  the  advice  of  your  Honourable 
House.    This  second  demand  from  Genl.  Scliuvler  com- 
ing to  hand  unexpectedly,  and  immediately  after  the  receipt 
of  Mr.  Van  Zandt's  letter,  lias  put  me  to  a  stand.    An  in- 
demnification, or  letter  of  approbation,  from  Congress,  for 
our  former  proceedings,  which  you  promissed  to  procure 
for  us,  I  believe  is  the  reason  of  the  commissioners  disap- 
proving our  going  further,  (as  that  has  not  vet  appeared 
either  to  them  or  us) ;  if  you  have  procured  it,  pray  send 
it,  as  also  your  most  candid  advice  to  me  in  the  premises. 
"  I  am,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  SAML.  TUDER. 

"  Poughkeepsie,  2~lh  Sept.  1776. 
"  ConveQlion  of  the  State  of  New-York." 

Two  letters  from  General  Schuyler,  signed  by 

,  the  one  bearing  date  on  the  2.3rd,  and  the  other 
on  the  25lh  instant,  directed  respectively  to  the  superin- 
tendents of  the  Continental  ships  now  building  at  Pough- 
keepsie, were  read. 

The  General  thereby  applies  lo  the  superintendents  for 
rigging  out  of  the  Continental  stores  at  Poughkeepsie,  to 
fit  out  some  row  gallies  on  Lake  Chainplain. 

A  list  of  the  stores  wanted  for  the  said  row  rraliies,  was 
also  enclosed  in  the  said  letters,  which  was  likew  ise  read. 

A  letter  from  Robert  Yates  and  (ililbert  Livingston, 
Esqrs.  two  of  the  commiilee  for  obstrucling  the  naviga- 
tion of  Hudson's  river,  was  received  and  read,  and  here- 
after follows,  vizt : 

"  Poughkeepsie,  Septr.  27th,  1776. 

"Sir — The  bearer  hereof,  Capt.  John  Hun,  is  come 
down  wiih  three  balteaux  from  Genl.  Schuyler,  for  cord- 
age ;  Capt.  Tudcr,  to  whom  he  is  directed,  informs  us 
thai  he  cannol  spare  the  (luaniity  the  General  requires. 

"  Out  of  one  of  the  new  ships  belonging  to  Franklin, 
we  have  taken  all  the  new  cord.ige  and  stored  it  with  Capt. 
Schenk.  We  acquaint  you  villi  this  circumstance,  that 
in  case  the  Conveniion  should  judge  it  necessary,  they 
may  give  directions  to  complete  the  remainder  of  the  Ge- 
neral's orders  out  of  this  store. 

"  We  are,  sir, 

"  Your  humble  sert. 
"  RODT.  YATES, 
"GILBERT  LIVINGSTON. 
"  Capt.  Schenk  has  the  charge  of  the  cordage,  and  if 
any  orders  are  given  they  oughi  to  be  directed  lo  him."- 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letters  from  Genl.  Schuyler, 
and  iiiventorv  of  ringing  wanted,  the  said  letter  of  Capt. 
Samuel  Tudor  received  this  day,  and  the  letter  from  Mes- 
srs. Yaies  and  Livingston  of  the  27lh  instant,  be  commit- 
ted to  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Cuyler,  and 
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that  they  report  thereon  with  all  convenient  speed,  and 
have  leave  to  withdraw  for  ihat  purpose. 

The  Convention  were  informed  that  Colo.  Hiimpiircys 
of  Dutches  county,  who  is  attendinj^,  alic<;es  that  it  is 
impracticable  for  him  to  raise  the  proportion  of  the  last 
levies  ordered  to  be  detached  from  liie  inilitia  of  this  coun- 
ty, which  ouglit  to  be  detached  from  his  regiment. 

Colo.  Humphrey  called  in,  says  that  he  understands  that 
the  order  for  raising  men  is,  that  they  be  raised  voluntari- 
ly;  but  if  otherwise,  'tis  his  opinion  that  there  arc  so 
many  disaffected  that  they  cannot  be  drafted.  That  the 
disaffected  discourage  others  by  saying  that  as  Long  island 
and  New-York  are  taken,  the  enemy  will  take  the  forts  in 
the  Highlands,  and  that  those  taken' in  them  will  be  hang- 
ed; that  Capt.  Jobs.  V.  Duerson  says  his  whole  [com- 
pany] except  his  heutenant  and  himself  are  tories. 

Colo.  Humphreys  withdrew. 

Whereas  twenty  days  have  elapsed  since  a  resolution 
of  this  House  was  passed  for  a  detachment  of  men  of  the 
militia  of  Duchess  county  to  reinfurce  tlie  garrisons  in  the 
Highlands.  And  whereas  the  said  detachment  hath  not 
yet  been  raised,  and  Colo.  Humphreys  hath  represented  to 
this  Convention  that  great  difEcuiiies  hath  arisen  in  attempt- 
ing to  raise  the  same, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  county  of  Dutch- 
ess be  authorized  and  requested  to  provide  that  the  said 
detachment  be  immediately  raised  ;  and  for  that  purpose, 
that  they  consult  with,  and  afford  General  Ten  Broock 
their  advice,  aid  and  influence. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  hereof,  and  a  copy  of  the  reso- 
lutions for  raising  the  said  detachment,  be  immediately 
sent  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Dutches  county. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from 
Genl.  Scliuyler,  Mr.  Samuel  Tudor,  Messrs.  Yates  and 
Livingston,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  read  and 
adopted,  the  Convention  came  to  the  following  determina- 
tion on  those  letters,  vizt : 

Whereas  Major-General  Schuyler,  by  letters  from  his 
secretary  of  the  23d  and  25ih  instant,  directed  to  the  su- 
perintendents of  the  Continental  ships  which  are  now  build- 
ing at  Poughkeepsie,  has  applied  for  cordage  and  rigging 
out  of  the  Continental  stores  there,  for  fitting  out  row  gal- 
lies  on  Lake  Champlain  :  And  whereas  Mr.  Samuel  Tu- 
dor, one  of  the  said  superintendents,  by  letter  of  the  27th 
instant,  has  requested  the  advice  of  this  Convention  re- 
specting a  compliance  with  the  said  application,  and  there 
being  a  quantity  of  rigging  in  store  at  Fishkill  Landing, 
and  likewise  in  the  store  of  Mr.  John  Schenk  of  Pougli- 
keepsie,  which  was  taken  from  vessels  employed  m  ob- 
structing the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  such  of  the  articles  as  Gene- 
ral Schuyler  has  applied  for,  which  arc  in  store  at  Fislikill 
Landing,  and  in  Mr.  John  Schenk's  store  at  Poughkeep- 
sie shall  be  delivered  to  Cupt.  Hunn,  being  first  appraised 
by  three  indifferent  and  skilful  persons,  and  thai  it  is  the 
'  opinion  of  this  Convention  that  such  of  the  articles  as  shall 
not  be  found  in  the  said  stores  ought  immetliatcly  to  he 
supplied  by  the  superintendents  out  of  the  Continental  stores 
at  Poughkeepsie  ;  it  appearing  to  this  Conveiitioa  that  the 
completing  the  naval  armament  for  the  protection  and  se- 
curity of  Lake  Champlain,  is  an  object  ol  the  greatest 
moment  to  the  United  Slates,  and  will  not  admit  of  de- 
lay. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  make  a  proper  re- 
presentation to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales  of  ilie 
reasons  which  have  induced  them  to  advise  the  Mipcriii- 
tendents  to  deliver  such  Continental  stores  on  Major-tieiie- 
al  Schuyler's  requisition,  and  that  this  Convention  will  in- 
dcmnify  the  said  superintendents  for  their  compiiance  with 
these  resolutions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jay, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  employ  Mr.  Abraham  W. 
De  Peysler,  at  thg  rate  of  one  dollar  per  day,  to  transcribe 


the  journals  of  the  former  Congresses  of  the  Colony,  and 
of  the  Convention  of  the  Stale  of  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Convention  for  the 
time  being,  and  Mr.  Robert  Harper,  be  a  commiiiee  to 
superintend  the  engrossing  the  Journals  of  the  former  Con- 
gresses of  the  Colony,  and  of  the  Convention  of  the  State 
of  New-York. 

Major  Lockwood  has  leave  of  absence  till  next  Wed- 
nesday evening. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Duane  be  added  to  the  committee 
for  forming  a  plan  of  government ;  and 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  said  committee, 
with  any  four  of  the  members,  be  a  quorum. 

The  committee  appointed  to  lake  into  consideration  the 
several  applications  delivered  on  the  2.5th  inst.  relative  to 
the  sale  of  salt,  delivered  in  their  report,  which  was  read, 
and 

Ordered  To  be  recommitted,  and  that  Mr.  William  Har- 
per and  Mr.  Gansevoort  be  added  to  the  committee. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  last  Committee  of  Safety  be  revived 
and  that  it  consist  of  the  same  members,  and  with  the  same 
powers,  and  to  continue  until  the  next  meeting  of  a  quorum 
of  the  Convention. 


SUNDAY  MORNING, 

Fishkill,  September  29th,  1776. 

The  President  and  several  of  the  members  met  pursuant 
to  adjournment.  No  very  urgent  business  oifering,  they 
adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 


MONDAY  MORNING, 

September  30th,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

I'he'ent — Colo.  Peter  R.  Livingston,  Presidt. 

Mr.  n;»ncker.  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Colo.  Jay,  Mr.  Duane — 
For  Xe,c-\\rk. 

Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Colo.  Drake,  Mr.  Tomkins— jf'or  Westchester. 

Mr.  Cuylur,  Mr.  Rol)t.  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colo.  Livingston — 
J^or  Jilbantj. 

Colo.  Sherwood — For  Orange. 

I\tr.  Harper,  .Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Newkerk — For  Tryon. 
Colo.  De  Wilt,  Mr.  Contine,  Major  Parks — For  Ulster. 
Major  Webster,  Colo.  Williams,  Mr.  Duer— for  Charlotte. 
Sir.  G.  Livingston,  Mr.  Sackett,  Mr.  Schenk — For  Dutches. 
Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stephens— for  Cumberland. 

A  letter  from  General  Mifflin,  directed  to  Captain  Ben- 
jamin Ayres,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  followniff,  vizt : 

"  Mount  Washington,  Septr.  2Slh,  1776. 

"  Dr.  Sir — Colonel  Moylan  having  resigned  the  quar- 
ter-master-general's  department,  and  the  (:;encral  having 
requested  me  to  act  in  his  place  until  the  pleasure  of  Con- 
gress is  known,  I  earnestly  desire  you  to  go  immediately 
10  the  Fisli  Kilns,  and  there  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
New-York  Convention  ;  entreat  him  in  my  name  to  give 
you  every  assistance  in  his  power  in  ihe  procuring  boards 
of  1  inch,  and  1^  inch,  fur  the  use  of  the  army  here,  who 
are  now  suffering  much  for  want  of  them. 

"  We  are  in  want  of  a  much  greater  quantity  of  boards 
than  I  fear  can  be  obtained  this  fall  from  tliis  Colony,  1 
therefore  do  not  now  limit  your  contract. 

"  If  you  see  Mr.  Duer,  tell  him  I  have  seen  his  letter  to 
Colo.  Moylan.  If  he  will  undertake  the  business,  and  can 
promise  his  attendance  to  it,  you  will  have  liiile  to  do.  If 
he  requires  your  atiendance  in  the  Highlands,  lake  his  or- 
ders and  execute  them  vvith  your  usual  zeal  and  activity  ; 
at  any  rate  procure  boards  of  1  inch,  which  are  much  want- 
ed ;  iO  M.  of  inch,  for  platforms;  10  M.  21  inch 
boards  should  be  had  immediately  if  possible.  I  propose 
to  go  to  Philadelphia  this  day,  and  to  return  in  one  week. 
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Any  orders  drawn  by  you,  (or  Mr.  Duer,)  on  account  of 
bojids  and  plank,  will  be  honoured. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  hum.  and  d.  servant, 
"  THUS.  MIFFLIN,  Q.  M.  G. 

"C«pt.  Benjamin  Aybes." 

Capt.  Ayres  was  called  in,  and  he  gave  the  Convention 
further  information  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  letter. 
Thereupon  it  was 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Capt.  John  Schenk  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  purchase  and  forward  down 
to  Spytden  Duyvel  creek,  vviih  the  utmost  despatch,  one 
hundred  hogsheads  of  lime  ;  as  many  liard  and  soft  bricks 
as  he  can  procure,  (not  exceeding  four  hundred  thousand,) 
any  number  of  shingles  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thou- 
sand, and  ten  thousand  shingle  lath ;  that  in  case  Capt. 
Schenk  cannot  procure  those  articles  with  the  consent  of 
the  owners  thereof,  that  he  be  authorized  to  in'.press  them, 
paving  a  reasonable  price  for  the  same ;  also  vessels, 
teams,  wagons,  horses  and  men,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
veying them  speedily,  it  being  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
the  preservation  of  the  army,  and  the  general  cause  of 
America  that  those  articles  should  be  prociured  with  the 
utmost  expedition. 

Ordered  further.  That  Capt.  Schenk  be  directed  to 

f»rocure  at  the  most  reasonable  rale  he  can,  ten  thousand 
eet  of  two  and  a  half  inch  oak  plank,  and  forward  the 
same  to  Spylden  Duyvel  creek,  and  that  Capt.  Schenk 
draw  on  Capt.  Benjamin  Ayres,  at  Fish  Kills,  for  such  mo- 
ney as  he  may  require  in  purchasing  and  procuring  the 
above  mentioned  articles. 

Captain  Ayres  farther  informed  the  Convention  that  he 
is  directed  by  the  Quarter-Master-General  to  procure  large 
supplies  of  grain  and  cord  wood  for  the  use  of  the  army, 
and  requests  the  aid  of  the  Convention  in  the  despatch  of 
this  most  necessary  business.    Thereupon,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dirck  Jansen,  of  the  Manor  Li- 
Tingston,  be  authorized  and  requested  to  purchase  and  send 
down  to  Spytden  Duyvel  creek  with  the  utmost  despatch, 
to  Brigadier-General  Mifflin,  Quarter-Master-General  to  the 
American  army,  3,000  bushels  of  oats,  4,000  busliels  of 
old  corn,  and  1,000  bushels  of  rye,  at  the  most  reasonable 
rate,  not  exceeding  is.  per  bushel  for  oats,  and  5s.  for  old 
corn  and  rye,  and  that  he  draw  on  Capt.  Benjamin  Ayres, 
at  Fish  Kill,  for  payment  of  the  same.  And, 

Ordered,  That  the  following  persons  whose  names  are 
hereunder  mentioned,  be  respectively  authorized  and  re- 
quested to  purchase  and  send  down  to  Spvtden  Duyvel 
creek,  with  the  utmost  despatch,  for  the  use  of  the  Ameri- 
can army,  as  much  cord  wood  as  ihey  may  be  able  respec- 
tively to  obtain,  and  at  the  most  reasonable  rate,  not 
exceeding  24s.  pr.  cord  for  oak,  and  32  pr.  cord  for  nut 
wood  ;  and  that  on  the  delivery  of  any  quantity  of  the  said 
wood  there  to  Brigadier-Genl.  Mifflin,  or  his  order,  they 
apply  to  him  for  payment,  to  wit : 

John  Teller,  in  Dutchess  county ;  Abm.  Danielson,  at 
New-Marlborough;  James  Jackson,  at  New- Windsor;  Isaac 
Belknap,  at  Newbiirgh;  Lewis  Clark,  at  Newburgh ;  jNichs. 
Brewer,  Junr.  at  Wapping  Hill ;  .\rie  Smith,  near  Naiack  ; 
Corns.  Jansen,  at  Esopus  Landing  ;  and  Jas.  Wells,  Cock- 
Bakie. 

On  motion  of  Colo.  Dewit, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  abuses  committed  in  withholding  of  tea 
by  the  owners  or  agents  thereof  within  this  State,  and  also 
in  the  sale  thereof  at  higher  prices  than  that  limited  by 
Congress,  and  that  they  report  ilicrcon  without  delay  ;  and 
that  Colo.  Dewit,  Mr.  (iilbert  Livingston,  Mr.  Robt.  Har- 
per, Mr.  Bancker  and  Mr.  Contine  be  the  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Henry  Schenk  be,  and  hereby 
IS,  empowered  to  take  charge  of  the  children  of  Isaac  Tef- 
ler,  deceased,  to  place  such  of  the  said  ciuldren  as  he  may 
think  proper  at  board  until  further  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Rhumbout  precinct  en- 
deavour to  make  such  provision  for,  or  give  such  assistance 


at  the  public  expense,  to  Vincent  Carter's  family,  as  to 
prevent  their  perishing  by  cold  or  hunger. 

Resolved,  That  the  Co'mmiilee  of  Salely  appointed  on  the 
27th  instant,  to  continue  until  a  meeting  of  the  Coiiventiun, 
and  which  was  revived  on  the  2m1i  instant,  coiisisliii!.'  ot  the 
same  members,  and  with  the  same  powers  and  rcL'ufations, 
be  again  revived,  to  continue  until  a  meeting  of  this  Con- 
vention, with  the  same  powers  and  regulations,  and  to  con- 
sist of  the  same  members. 

A  letter  from  the  Honourable  the  Delegates  for  the  State 
of  New-York  at  Continental  Congress,  was  received  and 
read,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  Phila.  2ilh  Sej.l.  ITTti, 

"  Gentlemen. — We  received  your  letter  of  the  'Jlh 
Sept.  with  sundry  inclosures,  which  were  laid  before  Con- 
gress, who  have  come  to  several  resolutions,  a  copy  of 
which  we  send  here  inclosed,  you  will  see  that  3  tons  of 
powder  was  directed  to  be  delivered  at  New- Windsor,  to 
be  sent  to  the  forts,  but  that  will  not  be  done  as  the  wa- 
gons with  the  15  tons  referred  to  in  the  resolution,  went  by 
way  of  i\Iinisink ;  the  live  tons  we  shall  forward  mime- 
diately.  We  obtained  an  order  from  Congress  for  6,700  dol- 
lars, to  be  laid  out  in  arms  for  your  State,  which  we  shall 
purchase  when  we  have  an  opportunity,  none  are  now  to 
be  had  here,  but  parcels  frequently  arrive  ;  if  you  should 
have  occasion  for  the  money  for  a  more  pressing  purpose 
you  will  please  to  acquaint  us.  We  wrote  you  the  30th 
Augt.  which  we  hope  came  to  hand.  The  encouragement 
now  given  by  Congress  will,  we  hope,  enable  you  to  raise 
4  complete  battalions  as  speedily  as  possible,  we  refer  you 
to  the  President's  letter  on  that  head  ;  4  battalions  is  all 
that  is  required  of  New- York,  including  those  already 
raised.  Enclosed  are  sundry  newspapers,  we  could  wish 
to  hear  from  you  at  least  once  a  week,  which  seems  to  be 
more  necessary  now  than  ever. 

"  Brooklaud  on  Long  island  is  burnt  as  well  as  the  city  of 
New-York,  without  doubt  on  purpose.  This  account  we 
have  from  Mr.  Blanchard  of  Eliztli.  Town. 

"  We  are,  gent,  your  most  obedl.  servants, 

"  PHIL.  LIVINGSTON, 
"WM.  FLOYD, 
"LEWIS  MORRIS." 

Sundry  resolutions  of  Congress  referred  to  and  inclosed 
in  the  said  letter  were  also  read,  and  are  as  follows  : 

"  In  Congress,  Seplr.  23rd,  1776. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  German  battalion  be  ordered  im- 
mediately to  join  the  army  under  General  Washington,  and 
that  the  President  inform  his  Excellency  of  their  march, 
and  desire  that  he  will  order  an  equal  number  ol  men  from 
his  army  to  garrison  the  forts  on  the  Highlands. 

"  That  i^lr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  to  supply  the  German 
battalion  with  such  articles  of  clothing  as  they  may  stand 
in  need  of,  the  same  to  be  charged  to  their  account,  and 
deducted  out  of  the  pay  of  the  men. 

"  That  three  tons  of  the  fifteen  tons  of  powder  lately 
ordered  to  the  northern  army,  and  now  on  its  way  thi- 
ther, be  left  at  New  Windsor,  in  the  State  of  New-York, 
and  from  ihenrc  conveyed  to  Fort  Montgomery,  and  that 
five  tons  be  immediately  sent  from  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

"That  two  companies  of  the  marines  lately  raised  and 
now  in  Philadelphia,  be  ordered  to  march  immediately  for 
Fort  Montgomery. 

"  That  application  be  made  to  the  Council  of  Safety  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  order  one-half  of  ilic  artil- 
lery men  now  in  the  service  of  llieir  Stiie,  to  proceed  to 
Fort  Montgomery  as  soon  as  possible. 

"That  Congress  approve  the  measures  adopted  by  the 
Convention  of  New- York,  for  the  defence  of  the  High- 
lands, and  will  carefully  defray  all  the  necessary  expen- 
ses which  may  accrue. 

"  By  order  of  Congress. 

"JOHN  HANCOCK,  Presidt." 
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"In  Congress,  Sep.  20th,  1776. 

"Resolued,  That  the  sum  of  6,700  dollars  be  advanced 
to  the  Delegates  of  New-York,  for  the  use  of  that  Slate, 
tljc  said  Stale  to  be  accountable. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"CHAS.  THOMPSON,  Secy." 

A  letter  from  the  Honble.  John  Hancock,  President  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  inclosing  sundry  resolutions,  was 
received  and  read,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"Philadelphia,  Septemr.  2ith,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen — You  will  perceive  by  tiie  inclosed  re- 
solve which  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  in  obe- 
dience to  the  commands  of  Congress,  that  they  have  come 
to  a  determination  to  augment  our  anr.y,  and  to  engage  ihe 
troops  to  serve  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  as  an 
inducement  to  enlist  on  these  terms,  the  Congress  have 
agreed  to  give  besides  a  bounty  of  twenty  dollars,  a  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  to  each  soldier ;  and  in  case  he  should 
fall  in  battle,  they  have  resolved  that  his  children  or  other 
representatives  shall  succeed  to  such  lands. 

"  The  many  ill  consequences  arising  from  a  short  and 
limited  enlistment  of  troops  are  too  obvious  to  mention.  In 
general  give  me  leave  to  observe  that  to  make  men  well 
acquainted  with  the  duties  of  a  soldier  requires  time,  and  to 
bring  tliem  under  proper  subordination  and  discipline,  not 
only  requires  lime,  but  has  always  been  a  work  of  much 
difficulty.  We  have  had  frec|uent  experience,  that  men  of 
a  few  days  standing  will  not  look  forward,  but  as  the  time 
of  their  discharge  approaciies  grow  careless  of  their  arms, 
ammunition,  &c.  and  impatient  of  all  restraint.  The  con- 
sequence of  which  is  the  latter  part  of  the  time  for  which 
the  soldier  was  engaged  is  spent  in  undoing  what  the 
greatest  pains  had  been  taken  to  inculcate  at  first ;  need  I 
add  to  this  that  the  fall  of  the  late  General  Montgomery, 
before  Quebeck  is  undoubtedly  to  be  ascribed  lo  the  limited 
time  for  which  the  troops  were  engaged,  whose  impatience 
to  return  home  compelled  him  to  make  the  attack  contrary  lo 
the  conviction  of  his  own  judgment.  This  fact  alone  fur- 
nishes a  striking  argument  of  the  danger  and  impropriety 
of  sending  troops  into  the  field  under  any  restriction  as  lo 
the  time  of  their  enlistment. 

The  noblest  enterprise  may  be  left  unfinished  by  troops 
in  such  a  predicament,  or  abandoned  at  the  very  moment 
success  must  have  crowned  the  attempt. 

"  The  heavy  and  enormous  expense  consequent  upon 
calling  forth  the  militia,  the  delay  attending  their  motions, 
and  the  difficulty  of  keeping  them  in  camp,  render  it  ex- 
tremely improper  to  place  our  whole  dependence  on  them. 
Experience  hath  uniformly  convinced  us  of  this,  some  of 
the  militia  having  actually  deserted  the  camp  at  the  very 
moment  their  services  were  most  wanted.  In  tlie  mean 
time  the  strength  of  the  British  army,  which  is  great,  is 
rendered  much  more  formidable  by  the  superior  order  and 
regularity  which  prevail  in  it. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  in  this  situation  of  our 
affairs,  it  is  evident  that  the  only  means  left  us  of  our  pre- 
serving our  liberties,  is  ihe  measure  the  Congress  have 
now  adopted,  and  which  I  am  ordered  most  earneslly  to 
recommend  to  you  to  carry  into  immediate  effect.  Wiih- 
out  a  well  disciplined  army,  we  can  never  expect  success 
against  veteran  troops  ;  and  it  is  toially  impossible  we 
should  ever  have  a  well  disciplined  army,  unless  our  troops 
are  engaged  to  serve  during  the  war. 

"  To  attain,  therefore,  this  most  desirable  end,  I  am  to 
request  you  will  at  once,  and  without  a  moment's  delay, 
bend  all  your  attention  to  raise  your  quota  of  the  Ameri- 
can army  ;  the  times  call  for  the  greatest  despatch  and  vi- 
gour of  conduct.  When  the  bloody  standard  of  tyranny  is 
erected  in  a  land  of  liberty,  no  good  man,  no  friend  of  his 
country,  can  possibly  remain  an  inactive  spectator  of  her 
fall.  Display,  therefore,  I  most  ardently  entrcai  you,  that 
virtue  which  alone  can  save  her  on  this  occasion.  Let  us 
convince  our  enemies,  that  as  we  entered  into  the  present 
contest  lo  defend  our  liberties,  so  we  are  resolved,  with  the 
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firmest  reliance  on  Heaven  for  the  justice  of  our  cause, 
never  to  relinquish  it,  but  rather  perish  in  the  rums  of  it. 
If  we  do  but  remain  firm  ;  if  we  arc  undismayed  at  the  lit- 
tle shocks  of  fortune,  and  are  determined  at  all  hazards 
that  we  will  be  free,  I  am  persuaded,  under  the  gracious 
smiles  of  Providence,  assisted  by  our  own  most  .'■treuuous 
endeavours,  we  shall  finally  succeed  agreeable  to  our 
wishes,  and  thereby  establish  the  independence,  the  hap- 
piness and  the  glory  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

"  As  the  troops  now  in  service  belonging  to  tiie  several 
States,  will  be  considered  as  a  part  of  their  quota  m  the 
American  army,  you  will  please  lo  take  such  steps  as 
you  judge  necessary  to  ascertain  what  number  of  troops, 
as  well  as  what  officers,  will  engage  to  serve  during  tiie 
war.  I  send  by  this  express  blank  commissions,  to  be 
filled  with  such  as  you  shall  please  to  appoint.  I  also  for- 
ward a  number  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  as  altered 
by  Congress  and  just  published. 
"  I  have  the  honour  lo  be, 

"  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient, 
"  And  very  humble  servant, 

"JOHN  HANCOCK,  Presidt. 
"  Honble.  Convention  of  the 

State  of  N.  York." 

The  resolutions  referred  to,  and  enclosed  in  the  aforego- 
ing letter,  are  as  follows  : 

"  Iff  Congress,  September  I6th,  1776. 

"  Resolved,  That  eighty-eight  battalions  be  enlisted  as 
soon  as  possible,  to  serve  during  the  present  war,  and  that 
each  State  furnish  their  respective  quotas  in  the  following 


proportions,  vizt : 

"  New-Hampshire   3  battalions. 

"  Massachusetts  Bay   15  do 

"  Rliode-Islanil,   2  do 

"  Connecticut,   8  do 

"  New- York,   4  do 

■'  New-Jersey   4  do 

"  Pennsylvania,   12  do 

"  Del.Tware,   1  do 

'■■  Maryland,   8  do 

"  Virginia   15  do 

"  North  Carolina,     9  do 

"  South  Carolina,   6  do 

"  Georgia,   1  do 


"  That  twenty  dollars  be  given  as  a  bounty  to  each  non- 
commissioned officer  and  private  soldier  who  shall  enlist  to 
serve  during  the  present  war,  unless  sooner  discharged  by 
Congress. 

"That  Congress  make  provision  for  granting  lands  in 
the  following  proportion,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
shall  so  engage  in  the  service  and  continue  therein  to  the 
close  of  the  war,  or  until  discharged  by  Congress,  and  to 
the  representatives  of  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  shall  be 
slain  by  the  enemy.  Such  lands  to  be  provided  by  the 
United  States ;  and  whatever  expense  shall  be  necessary 
to  procure  such  land,  the  said  expense  shall  be  paid  and 
borne  by  the  States,  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  other  ex- 
penses of  the  war,  vizt : 


"  To  a  colonel,   500  acres. 

a  lieutenant  colonel,   450  do 

a  major,    400  do 

a  captain   300  do 

a  lieutenant,   200  do 

an  ensign,   150  do 


each  non-commissioned  officer  &  soldier,    lOO  do 

"  That  the  appointment  of  all  officers  and  filling  up  va- 
cancies (except  general  officers)  be  left  to  the  governments 
of  the  several  States,  and  that  every  State  provide  arms, 
clothing  and  every  necessary  for  its  quota  of  troops,  ac- 
cording to  the  foregoing  estimate,  the  expense  of  the 
clothing  lo  be  deducted  from  the  pay  of  the  soldiers  as 
usual. 

"  That  all  officers  be  commissioned  by  Contrress. 

"  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Slates  that 
ihey  take  the  most  speedy  and  eirectual  measures  for  en- 
listing their  several  quotas  ;  that  the  money  to  be  given  for 
bounties  be  paid  by  the  paymaster  in  the  department  where 
the  soldier  shall  enlist. 
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"That  each  soldier  receive  pay  and  subsistence  from 
the       of  their  enlistment. 

"  September  mh,  1776. 

«  Resolved,  That  if  rations  be  received  by  the  ofKcers 
or  privates  in  the  Continental  army,  in  money,  they  be 
paia  at  the  rate  of  eight-nineteenth'  parts  of  a  dollar  per 
ration. 

"  That  the  bounty  and  grants  of  land  offered  by  Con- 
gress, by  a  resolution  of  the  16lh  instant,  as  an  encou- 
ragement to  the  officers  and  soldiers  to  engage  to  serve  in 
the  army  of  the  United  Slates  during  the  war,  shall  ex- 
tend to  all  who  are  or  shall  be  enlisted  for  that  term  ;  the 
bounty  of  ten  dollars  which  any  of  the  soldiers  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Continent,  on  account  of  a  former  enlist- 
ment, to  be  reckoned  in  part  payment  of  the  twenty  dol- 
lars offered  by  said  resoluiion. 

"  That  no  officer  in  the  Continental  army  is  allowed  to 
hold  more  than  one  commission,  or  to  receive  pay  but  in 
one  capacity. 

"September  i9[k,  1776. 

"  That  the  adjutants  of  regiments  in  the  Continental 
army  be  allowed  the  pay  and  rations  of  captains,  and  have 
the  rank  of  first  lieutenants. 

"  In  order  to  prevent  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  lands  hereafter  to  be  granted  by  the  re- 
solution of  Congress  of  the  16th,  from  disposing  of  the 
same  during  the  war, 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  not  grant  lands  to 
any  person  or  persons  claiming  under  the  assignment  of 
an  officer  or  soldier. 

"  By  order  of  the  Congress. 
"JOHN  HANCOCK,  Fresident." 

"  Philadelphia,  Seplr.  2ilh,  1776. 

"Sir — I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  accom- 
panying the  resolve  of  Congress  relative  to  my  return  to 
resume  the  command  of  my  brigade.  At  a  lime  when 
the  Slate  to  which  I  belong  is  invaded,  and  particularly  as 
I  am  honoured  with  a  military  command,  I  esteem  it  my 
duty  to  account  for  my  absence. 

"  Since  my  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  the  State  of  New- 
York  has  had  no  more  than  a  reprcseniation  in  Congress, 
and  as  the  gentlemen  of  the  commitiee  for  Indian  affairs 
were  mostly  out  of  town,  the  whole  of  that  necessary  bu- 
siness lias  devolved  upon  me.  My  family  have  been  obli- 
ged to  desert  their  home,  and  meeting  with  them  in  this 
place  altogether  unprovided,  I  have  been  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  delaying  the  time  of  my  stay  until  1  could  fi.< 
them  in  some  situation  wliere  they  could  be  accommodat- 
ed. The  distress  of  my  family  on  this  occasion  made  it 
my  particular  duty  to  attend  to  them,  and  which  I  flatter 
myself  will  be  justifiable  upon  every  principle  of  justice. 

"  The  situation  of  my  brigade  I  was  convinced  was 
well  known  to  the  Conveniion.  I  apprehend  that  not 
more  than  a  colonel's  command  was  left  in  it,  and  as 
such  did  not  think  my  presence  was  so  absolutely  neces- 
sary. .1  have  thought  ihat  the  existence  of  such  a  brigade, 
in  which  were  so  many  disaffected  persons,  was  dange- 
rous to  the  cause  as  well  as  to  my  own  life  ;  but  being 
desirous  to  participate  in  ihe  virtuous  opposition  to  the 
British  tyrant,  I  had  determined  as  soon  as  possible  to 
join  Genl.  Washington,  and  contribute  my  assistance  to 
him,  prompted  in  the  first  instance  by  a  love  to  my  coun- 
try, and  in  the  ne.xt  place  the  preservation  of  my  property, 
being  thoroughly  convinced  that  unless  we  conquer  I  am 
ruined.  However,  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of 
Conveniion,  1  shall  prepare  wiih  all  possible  expedition  to 
set  out  for  Weslchester,  and  will  endeavor  to  execute  any 
orders  they  may  be  pleased  to  give,  to  the  utmost  of  my 
ability. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  subscribe  myself, 

"Sir,  your  obliged  and  obt.  luimb.  scrvt. 

LEWIS  MORRIS." 
Whereas  the  Conveniion  have  granted  an  exemption 


from  military  duty  to  Mr.  Charles  Shaw:  An'"  wheheas 
Richd.  Morris,  Esqr.  is  cxompled  therefrom  bv  his  com- 
mission, agreeable  to  the  regulation  of  the  miliiia  uf  ilns 
State;  notwithstanding  which,  as  this  cominiiuu  are  in- 
formed, Capt.  Berrien  insists  upon  their  serving'  in  the  mi- 
liiia. This  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  CajU.  licrrien 
should,  agreeable  to  the  resolution  of  Uic  (JonveniKu)  of 
this  State,  consider  the  said  Charles  Shaw  and  i{i<  h.l.  .Mor- 
ris as  exempt  from  military  duty,  and  that  a  coutr.^ry  con- 
duct will  be  considered  as  a  high  contempt  of  ihc  aMihoniy 
of  this  State,  and  punished  as  such. 


DIE  MARTIS,  9  HO.  a.  m.       >'  ''"'  '' 
October  1st,  1770. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Peter  R.  Livingston,  Esqr.  Presidt. 

Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Diianc 
— New-York. 

Col.  Drake,  Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Tomitkmi—Westchcitcr. 

Col.  Livingston,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  R.Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort — .ilbanv. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Col.  Sherwood — Orange. 

Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Sessions — Cumberland. 

Col.  Dewilt,  Mr.  Contine,  Major  Parks — Ulster. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 

Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Dr.  Crane,  Mr.  Z.  Piatt,  Mr.  Sackett— i)u(c/ies. 

Major  Webster,  Col.  Williams — Charlotte. 

The  Convention  were  informed  that  Richd.  Gazatt,  one 
of  ttie  persons  who  has  been  detained  at  FishkiU  by  the 
guard  as  a  suspicious  person,  is  said  to  be  dangerously  ill ; 
that  a  doctor  or  physician  is  unwilling  to  continue  his  at- 
tendance or  care  of  him,  without  security  for  payment  from 
this  Slate. 

Resolved,  This  Convention  will  provide  means  that  the 
physician  who  shall  attend  the  said  Richd.  Gazatt,  shall 
have  a  reasonable  reward  for  his  trouble  in  the  premises. 

It  being  represented  to  the  Conveniion  that  Marv  Duns- 
comb,  the  wile  of  James  Dunscomb,  (now  in  the  Ameri- 
can troops  of  this  Stale,)  with  her  children,  are  in  New- 
Windsor  precinct  in  Ulster  county,  and  unable  to  procure 
ihe  means  of  support : 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  New-Windsor,  at  the 
public  expense  of  this  Stale,  afford  such  assistance  to  the 
said  Mary  Dunscomb,  as  may  enable  her  (logclher  with 
every  other  lawful  means)  to  have  the  necessaries  of  life 
for  herself  and  children. 

A  letter  from  Thaddeus  Burr,  sheriff  of  Fairfield  county, 
in  Connecliciit,  of  the  27lh  of  Seplr.  last,  to  llie  President 
of  this  Convention,  informint;  that,  at  ihe  request  of  Tho- 
mas Tredwell  and  other  genilcmen  of  Lons  island,  he  bad 
received  into  his  jail  Isaac  Ketcham  and  Saml.  Skidmore, 
who  were  held  by  no  legal  process,  and  requesting  the  di- 
rection of  this  Convention  relative  thereto,  was  read  and 
considered ;  and  thereupon,  the  Conveniion  came  to  the 
followinsr  re.-^olutioiis  : 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  late  resolutions  of  this 
House,  aiuliorizing  and  directing  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Esqr. 
to  send  Isanc  Ketcham  to  this  place,  be  forthwith  sent  to 
Thaddeus  Burr,  Esqr. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Burr  be  requested  to  detain  the  said 
Saml.  Skidmore  (who  is  accused  of  treasonable  practices 
against  this  Stale)  in  his  custody,  till  this  Convention  shall 
give  furlher  directions  concerning  him  ;  and  that  all  charges 
and  expenses  attending  a  compliance  with  this  request,  will 
be  defrayed  ;  and  for  that  purpose,  that  Mr.  Burr  he  autho- 
rized to  draw  for  the  amount  thereof  on  the  President  of 
the  Convention  for  the  time  being. 

Mr.  G.  Livingston,  from  ihe  committee  appointed  yes- 
terday to  remedy  the  abuses  committed  in  witliholdins  the 
sales  of  tea,  and  in  making  sales  hiiiher  than  the  limited 
prices,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read ;  after 
some  time  spent  therein, 
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Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

A  letter  from  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  dated  at  Hackensack 
on  the  16th  of  Seplr.  was  read  and  filed.  He  therein  in- 
forms that  he  had  not  any  military  stores  in  his  hands,  hav- 
ing from  time  to  time  delivered  tliem  to  the  military  store 
keeper  Mr.  Norwood  ;  and  that  after  liis  removal,  the  resi- 
due was  delivered  to  Mr.  Zedekinh  JIills.  Tiiat  in  obe- 
dience to  the  order  of  the  Committee  of  Saletv  of  the  lOlh 
Septr.  he  had  enclosed  an  acconnt  of  the  quantity  of  lead, 
«S£c.  shipped  off,  and  the  persons  names  to  wiiom  delivered, 
to  wit : 

account  of  lead  and  ball,  ^c.  shipped  off  by  Peter  T.  Ciirlenius, 
agreeable  to  orders  of  Congress,  and  delivered  to  tlie  following  pa- 
sons,  vizt. : 


To  WHOM  DELIVERED. 


Nathl.  Sackett,  Dutches  

Jonn.  Piatt,  Westchester,  

Henry  Wisner,  Junr.  Ulster,. . . 
do  Orange,.. 

Simon  Stevens,  Glous.  &.  Cumb. 

Col.  L.  Pauliing,  G.  Clinton's 
camp,  

John  Loyd  at  Stamford  

Zedekiah  Mills,  

Casper  Mabie  and  J.  Herrin: 
Orange,  

Delivered  by  order  of  Genl.  Wa- 
shington to  E.  Cheevers,  com- 
missary of  artillery  stores, , 


6,000 
7j0 
6,000 
4,000 
7,500 

9,772 
44.800 
11^200 

22,400 


51,520 


750 


41,716 


163,942    42,46G|    8     309   :!!();  1 


309  340  12 


An  account  of  the  ball  and  flints  delivered  by  Peter  T.  Curtenius, 
before  Mr.  Norwood's  appuintment . 

BaU. 

To  Tryon  county,   600 

Westchester  do   800 

Ulster  do   400 

Dutchess       do   1,000 

do   2,000 

do   1,000 

do   1,350 


Albany 
Suffolk 
New-York 


Flints. 

3,000 
4,0t)0 
2,000 
5,000 
9,500 
5,000 


7,150  28,500 


Mr.  Curtenius  by  his  said  letter  further  informs  tliat  he 
has  engaged  100  muskets  of  Mr.  Allen  and  Mr.  \'arick, 
■which  they  sav  will  be  ready  in  a  month,  and  that  25  of 
them  are  ready  now. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Contine,  Dr.  Crane 
and  Mr.  Moore  be  a  committee  appointed  to  fix  the  price 
to  be  paid  for  the  spears  and  spear  liandles  which  have  been 
ordered  by  this  Conveniion,  to  be  made  and  provided. 

Mr.  Tredvvell,  one  of  the  commiitee  appointed  yester- 
day to  devise  ways  and  means  to  procure  cluihing  for  iho 
Continental  troops  raised  in  this  Stale,  being  absent. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bancker  and  Mr.  Tompkins  be 
added  to  that  committee. 

A.  letter  from  Tench  Tilghman,  dated  2Sih  Pcptr.  and 
another  Letter  from  -Mr.  Tilghman,  dated  the  29ili,  to  Mr. 
Duer,  respectively  read. 

He  therein  gives  an  account  of  the  arrival  at  camp,  of 
two  very  large  mortars  from  Hoston  ;  that  Mount  W'asliuig- 
ton  is  strengthened,  and  that  the  army  are  fortifying  their 
flanks. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  endeavour  to  pro- 
cure the  use  of  a  large  iron  stove  fur  this  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  a  commission  issue  appoinliug  Thomas 
Storm  captain  of  a  company  of  the  miliiia  dclaclicd  Irom 
the  militia  of  Dutchess  county,  to  augment  tlie  forts  and 
garrisons  in  the  Highlands,  pursuant  to  the  resolutions  of 
this  Conveniion  on  the  7lli  of  Sepr.;  the  said  comiiussion 
to  appoint  him  captain  in  addition  to  his  present  command 
in  the  militia  in  this  county,  and  to  he  of  force  iiniil  the 
said  company  is  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  a  like  commission  issue  appointing  Mr. 


Gilbert  Deane,  (in  addition  to  his  command  in  the  militia 
of  his  county,)  captain  of  a  company  of  militia  in  Col. 
Saml.  Drake's  regiment,  of  Genl.  Scott's  brigade,  to  be  in 
force  till  that  company  is  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  a  commission,  dated  25th  Septr.  1776, 
issue  to  Samuel  Drake,  a  colonel  of  a  minute  regiment  in 
Westchester  county,  to  replace  his  former  coiii mission, 
which  has  been  taken  by  the  enemy. 

The  said  three  commissions  issued. 


DIE  MERCURII,  9  ho.  a.  m. 

Octr.  2nd,  1776. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present— Peter  R.  Livingston,  Esqr.  Prest. 

Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  11.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Duane — A'eie- 
York. 

Mr.  Tompkins,  Col.  Drake — Westchester. 
Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Col.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  R.  Yates — 
jllbany. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Little — Orange. 
Col.  Dewit,  Mr.  Contine,  Major  Parks — Ulster. 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 
Mr.  Z.  Piatt,  Mr.  Sacket,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Dr.  Crane— 
Dutches. 

Major  Webster,  CoL  Williams,  Mr.  Dua— Charlotte. 

A  letter  from  Tench  Tilghman  to  the  committee  of  corres- 
pondence, dated  the  30lh  Sepr.  was  read.  The  said  letter 
contains  accounts  of  the  disposition  of  the  army  of  the 
enemy,  Also  some  particulars  relative  to  the  disaffected 
persons. 

The  contents  of  this  letter  was  charged  from  the  Chair 
to  be  kept  secret. 

The  Convention  were  informed  by  Mr.  Duer,  that  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  Capt.  Clark's 
company  of  guards  now  here,  cannot  procure  subsistence 
here  at  the  lowest  for  less  than  10s.  per  week,  and  appear 
dissatisfied  to  spend  any  part  of  their  pay.  The  Conven- 
tion also  took  into  consideration  the  petition  of  the  subal- 
terns, non-commissioned  olficers  and  privates  of  Capiain 
Micha.  Townshend,  of  ^V^estchcsler  county,  praying  for  an 
increase  of  their  subsistence.  Thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  non-cotninissioncd  officers  and  pri- 
vates of  the  several  companies  of  guards  or  rangers  em- 
ployed in  the  counties  of  Dutches  and  Westchester,  under 
the  command  of  Captain-Commandant  Me'ancton  Smith, 
he  allowed  \Qs.  pr.  week  each,  for  their  subsistence,  from 
this  day,  during  their  continuance  in  that  service. 

Mr.  Z.  Piatt  informed  the  Convention  lh;it  Col.  Van 
Cortland  and  himself  had  been  under  a  necessity  during  the 
tune  ot  their  supplying  ilie  militia  on  the  east  side  of  Hud- 
son river,  by  order  of  the  Convention,  to  advance  some 
small  sums  of  money  for  ammunition,  and  other  military 
stores,  in  the  department  of  the  commissary  of  military 
stores. 

That  it  would  also  tend  to  prevent  confusion  in  the 
public  accounts  if  Col.  Van  Cortlandt  and  himself,  should 
be  ordered  and  authorized  to  settle  accounts  with,  and  dis- 
charge ihe  moneys  due  to  George  Comb,  of  VVcstcliesler 
county,  who  by  order  of  the  Convention  supplied  llie  nuii- 
tia  a  few  days  before  the  appointment  of  Messrs.  Van 
Cortlandt  and  Piatt,  and  has  also  supplied  some  siiiail  mat- 
ters since  Mr.  Paulding's  appointment,  and  his  acting  as 
commissary. 

Reiolued  and  Ordered,  That  Geo.  Combe  be  directed 
to  settle  his  accounts  with  Col.  Pierre  Vun  Corthindt,  and 
Mr.  Z.  Piatt,  for  all  such  articles  and  things  as  he  has  sup- 
plied to  the  militia  in  service  at  the  times  above  mentioned, 
and  they  are  also  hereby  authorized  to  settle  with  the  said 
Geo.  Combe,  and  pay  him  as  well  for  his  disbursements 
as  his  services.  And 
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Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Van  Corllandt  and  Piatt  do 
jelUe  and  discharge  such  accounts  as  they  necessarily  con- 
tracted in  the  department  of  a  commissary  of  militia  stores, 
for  which  this  shall  be  their  justification. 

A  letter  from  Andries  De  Witt  to  Mathew  Contine,  dat- 
ed tlie  30th  Sepr.  was  read  and  filed.  He  thereby  informs 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Papaconk  are  in  great  fear  of  a  rup- 
ture with  the  Indians  ;  that  the  person  who  rode  express 
to  him  with  a  succeeding  annexed  letter  from  those  inha- 
bitants, informed  him  that  an  old  squaw  (weeping  much,) 
had  desired  the  inhabitants  to  move  this  week  to  get  out 
of  danger,  and  that  she  would  not  see  them  in  a  long  time. 
That  the  said  express  told  him  there  remained  at  Papa- 
conk nine  families,  amounting  to  the  number  of  between 
60  and  70  children,  and  that  they  would  speedily  move  if 
ihcy  could  not  get  assistance. 

A  letter  from  A.  De  Witt  and  D.  Wynkoop,  Junr.  to 
the  Convention,  was  read  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — Agreeable  to  the  resolves  of  the  Convention  of 
this  Stale,  we  have  distributed  part  of  the  gunpowder, 
lead  and  flints,  to  the  inhabitants  of  Papaconk  and  the  In- 
dians near  us,  and  far  as  we  can  learn  they  remain  peace- 
ably inclined.  By  enclosed  letter  it  appears  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  Papaconck  are  under  apprehensions  of  danger  ; 
and  the  bearer  of  their  letter  furilier  informed  us  that  an 
old  Indian  squaw  had  warned  them  to  be  on  their  guard  ; 
that  she  expected  that  in  case  they  did  not  move  off  they 
would  be  murdered  by  the  Indians  in  a  short  time  ;  this  is 
all  the  intelligence  we  have  got  as  yet,  but  believe  that  in 
case  no  assistance  is  given  to  them,  they  shall  move  otT  in 
a  short  time. 

"  We  remain,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obt.  servants, 
"  A.  D.  WITT, 
"  D.  WYNKOOP,  Junr. 

"  Kingtton,  30th  Sepr.  1776. 
"  To  the  President  of  the  Convention 

of  the  State  of  New-York." 

A  letter  from  the  inhabitants  of  Papaconck  enclosed  in 
the  preceding  letter,  was  received  and  read,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

"  Papaconck,  Sepr.  26th,  1776. 

"  EsQR.  De  Witt  : 

"  Sir, — Agreeable  to  what  was  agreed 
on  by  yourself  and  Judge  Wynkoop  and  William  Pick, 
when  Mr.  Sprague  and  myself  was  at  Marble  Town,  do 
on  the  earliest  notice,  send  the  bearer  hereof  to  notify  you 
of  the  danger  we,  the  settlers  here  and  hereabout,  are  in 
from  the  savages  distressing  of  us  immediately.  The  in- 
telligence is  nearly  as  follows  :  last  Friday  two  men  came 
down  the  Kookouse  branch  with  a  letter  to  the  committee 
at  the  Mennasink,  sent  by  the  interpreter,  who  says  that 
Sir  John  Johnson  had  sent  to  the  Indians  that  they  must 
take  up  arms  one  side  or  the  other,  and  that  they  were 
gone  to  treat  with  Johnson  at  Oswego,  and  it  was  expect- 
ed that  they  would  strike  on  the  frontiers  very  soon  ;  and 
since  tlie  above  letter  was  sent  down,  an  Indian  named 
Jolin  yiieling  or  John  Kmcpce,  was  down  the  river  after 
King  Philip,  and  said  this  week  was  the  last  that  we  might 
stay  with  safety.  Said  news  has  occasioned  all  the  set- 
tlers below  us  to  move  off;  and  some  of  them  we  have 
stopped  till  we  can  have  advice  from  you  ;  and  pray,  sir, 
forward  the  same  ;  and  if  we  can  have  help,  do  let  it  be 
soon,  for  it  is  evidently  expected  we  sliall  ail  be  cut  off  the 
middle  of  next  week  except  we  have  help.  Sir,  we  re- 
main your  obedient  distressed  friends  in  haste. 

•'  SILAS  BOWKER,         "  TIMOTHY  GREGORY 
"  PETER  AVEREE,        "  JON.Y  HICKS, 
"  ABEL  SPRAGUE,        "JACOB  KERN, 
«  WM.  ROSS,  "  THOS.  GUMMING, 

"  RUSSEL  GREGORY. 

"  P.  S.  Sir,  the  above  was  wrote,  and  afterwards  the 
inhabitants  below  our  settlements  concluded  to  move  off, 
and  are  gone ;  but  we,  the  subscribers,  have  concluded 


to  stay  till  we  can  have  advice  from  you,  and  have  agreed 
to  build  a  picket  fort. 

"  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

"GEO.  BARNH.VUT,  ' 
"JACOB  AUSTIN." 
The  Convention  proceeded  to  consider  the  state  of  the 
frontier  inhabitants  of  Ulster  county.  Alter  some  time  siK-nt 
therein,  Mr.  William  Harper  moved,  and  was  scron'dcd 
that  the  committee  of  Ulster  county  be  directed  immedi- 
ately to  order  the  rangers  already  raised  in  that  rouctv,  to 
proceed  to  the  frontiers  of  the  county  to  proiect  tlie  ii.ii  iln- 
lants  there  ;  and  that  they  expedite  the  residue  of  the  said 
rangers. 

Debates  arose  thereon.  Mr.  Gansevoort  movcil,  se- 
conded by  Col.  D.  VV^itt,  for  the  previous  question,  \v!ie- 
ther  the  question  on  Mr.  Harper's  motion  shall  lie  r.ow 
put,  and  it  carried  against  the  previous  question,  and  lor 
the  motion  by  a  great  majority.  Therefore, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Ulster 
county  be  and  hereby  are  directed  immediately  to  order 
the  rangers  already  raised  in  that  county,  to  proceed  to  the 
frontiers  of  the  county  to  protect  the  inhabitants  there,  and 
that  they  expedite  llie  raising  of  the  residue  of  the  rangers 
with  all  possible  despatch. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Robt.  Yates,  Mr.  Robt.  Harper  and 
Col.  D.  Witt,  be  a  committee  to  take  letters  from  Ulster 
county  rend  and  before  mentioned,  the  resolutions  for  de- 
taching part  of  the  militia  of  Ulster  county  for  auiiment- 
ing  the  garrisons  of  the  fortifications  in  the  Hiulilnnds. 
The  resolutions  of  Congress  relative  to  an  augmentation 
to  those  garrisons  from  Pennsylvania,  with  the  letter  from 
the  Delegates  of  this  Slate  accompanying  the  same,  in  or- 
der that  further  means  may  be  devised  if  necessary,  to  af- 
ford assistance  to  the  frontier  inhabitants  of  Ulster  county. 

A  letter  from  Phil.  Livingston,  £sqr.  one  of  the  Dele- 
gates of  this  State  at  Congress,  was  read,  and  is  as  follows, 
to  wit : 

"  Phila.  Sepir.  2Hlh,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen — We  received  your  letter,  desiring  us  to 
apply  to  Congress  for  the  loan  of  a  sum  of  money.  We 
have  applied  accordingly,  and  obtained  an  order  on  the 
treasury  for  8100,000,  which  will  certainly  be  sent  you  by 
Thursday  next. 

"Your  resolutions  respecting  Genl.  Schuyler  we  have 
laid  before  Congress,  and  they  have  appointed  a  committee 
to  consider  them,  who  have  promised  us  to  report  on  ^Ion- 
day  next.  The  committee  is  to  our  wishes,  vizt :  Mr. 
Ruiledge,  Mr.  Hooper  and  Mr.  McKean.  As  soon  as 
their  report  is  agreed  to,  it  shall  be  forwarded  for  your  in- 
formation. It  will,  without  question,  be  satisfactory. 
"  We  are,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  mo.  obt.  servants, 
(Sianed)  "PHIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

"  Abm.  Yates,  Esqr.  Prest.  of  the 

Convention  of  the  Stale  of  New- York." 

Ordered,  That  this  letter  be  committed  to  the  same 
committee  with  the  last  letter  received  from  the  Delegates 
of  this  Stat'.,  to  wit :  to  .Mr.  Robert  Yates,  Mr.  Duane  and 
Mr.  Tomkins. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  informed  the  Convention  that, 
agreeable  to  their  order,  he  had  waited  on  Genl.  .Schuyler 
and  spent  some  days  in  inquiry  into  the  reasons  of  his  re- 
signation, and  examining  his  papers  and  letters  relative  to 
his  conduct,  since  his  acceptance  of  the  command  in  the 
northern  department.  That  Major-Genl.  Schuyler  inform- 
ed him  that  he  had  been  unjustly  calumniated  by  many 
people  in  this  Colony,  by  more  in  the  neighbouring  States  ;. 
that  he  had  been  accused  of  disaffection  to  the  cause  of 
America,  at  the  very  time  he  was  making  the  greatest  ex- 
ertions in  her  behalf ;  and  that  the  false  zeal  of  several  had 
caused  them  so  far  as  to  lay  schemes  for  his  imprisonment; 
and  the  malice  of  others  led  them  to  transmit  ex  parte  and 
false  affidavits,  in  order  to  degrade  his  character  to  Genl. 
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Washington  ;  that  by  this  wicked  and  mal-conceived  con- 
duct his  utility  i"  the  army  was  in  a  great  measure  destroy- 
ed ;  that  he  iiad  appHed  frequently  to  ihe  Honbie.  the  Con- 
gress for  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct  ;  thai  his  letters  were 
as  yet  unanswered  and  neglected  ;  that  lie  thought  there- 
fore the  justice  he  owed  to  iiis  own  reputation  and  tiie  pu- 
blic, oWiged  him  to  take  the  step  he  h;ui  taken. 

Mr.  Livingston  further  informed  the  Convention,  that  lie 
had  reason  to  believe,  from  the  papers  and  letters  of  31a- 
jor-Genl.  Schuyler,  (which  he  hud  carefully  inspected,) 
lhat  his  conduct  would  stand  the  severest  scrutiny  ;  and 
that  upon  an  inquiry  he  would  not  only  be  acquitied  of  all 
censure,  but  appear  worthy  of  the  thanks  and  approbation 
of  the  Continent. 

Mr.  Duane,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  application  of  Major  Joab  iloisington  for 
money  to  discharge  the  residue  of  the  bounty,  and  one 
roonth's  pay  and  rations  to  the  rangers  in  ilie  county  of 
Glocester  and  Cumberland  ;  and  also  the  letter  from  the 
committee  of  Cumberland  county,  of  21st  June  last,  de- 
livered in  their  report,  which  was  read.    It  was 

Ordered  To  lay  on  the  table  till  to-morrow,  for  the  pe- 
rusal of  the  members,  and  to  be  read  a  second  time  to- 
morrow morning. 

Die  Mercurii,  4  ho.  P.M.  Octor.  2nd,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Peter  R.  Livingston,  Esqr.  Prest. 
Mi.  Duane,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  i\rr.  R.  Harper — Kew.York. 
Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 
Mr.  R.  Yates,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — llbany. 
Mr.  Tompkins — H'estchester. 
Mr.  Contine,  Major  Parks — Ulster. 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 
Dr.  Crane— Dutches. 

Major  Webster,  Col.  WiUiams — Charlotte. 
Mr.  Little— 0  ran je. 

No  Other  members  appearing,  and  there  being  a  quorum 
of  no  more  than  five  counties,  they  could  not  proceed  to 
business,  and  adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  JOVIS,  9  HO.  A.  M. 

Octor.  3d,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Col.  P.  R.  Livingston,  Prest. 

Mr.  Duane,  Col.  Lott,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Banckcr,  Jlr. 
E.  Harper — Neu>-York. 

Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Wisner— Orange. 

Col.  Livingston,  Mr.  R.  Yates,  .Mr.  Gansevoort — ilbany. 
Mr.  Tompkins,  Col.  Drake,  .Major  Lockwood — Westchester. 
Mr.  Contine,  Major  Parks,  Col.  D.  Wiu— I7s/er. 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Xewkirk— rryon. 
Dr.  Crane,  Capt.  Plait,  Atr.  ^a.<:VM— Dutches. 
Mr.  Webster,  Col.  Williams,  Mr.  Duer — Charlotte. 
*Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Wisner,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  make  an 
estimate  of  the  price  of  the  spears  dirccitd  lo  be  made  for 
the  use  of  the  militia  of  this  Stale,  reporlcd  as  follows,  vizt : 

That  the  smiths  be  allowed  for  the  spears  steeled  5s.  6d. 
per  spear,  and  for  those  without  steel,  including  the  rivets, 
4s.  &d.  and  lhat  the  carpenters  be  allowed  Is.  for  each 
shaft  or  handle  ;  that  the  smuh  and  liie  carpenter  each 
taking  his  part  of  that  business,  are  to  lit  in  the  handles, 
rivet  ihem  in  the  spears  and  fit  them  for  use  fur  the  above 
price,  so  that  when  completed  the  price  ior  those  spears 
that  are  steeled  be  6s.  6c/.  and  those  not  steeled  5s.  6d. 
The  same  being  read  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  lo  whom  w.is  referred  the  letters  from 
the  New-York  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress,  of  the 
24th  and  2yih  ulto.  reported  a  drall  of  a  letter  in  answer 
llicreto,  which  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 
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"  Gentlemen — I  am  directed  by  the  Convention  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  2  Uh  and  2Sth 
ulto.  In  consequence  of  the  resolves  of  Con^'ress  to  raise 
four  battalions,  a  committee  is  appointed  to  report  a  plan 
to  carry  those  resolves  into  execution.  Cunvciiiiun  have 
great  reason  to  expect  that  an  inquiry  into  Genl.  Scluiylcr's 
conduct  will  clear  his  character  from  the  aspcn-^iuns  which 
some  have  industriously  endeavoured  to  throw  on  ii,  and 
are  iiappy  to  hear  that  the  persons  appointed  by  UoiiLiress 
as  a  committee  are  such  as  you  approve  of. 

"The  money  you  have  obtained  from  Congress  is  a  sea- 
sonable supply,  and  we  thank  you  for  your  endeavours  to 
procure  it.    It  is  the  design  of  the  Convcnlion  lo  write  to 
you  as  often  as  occurrences  arise  worthy  of  notice. 
"  I  am,  gentlemen,  most  respectfully, 

"  Your  very  hble.  servt. 

"  By  order. 

"  The  Honbie.  the  New- York  Delegates, 

in  Congress,  Phila." 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  copied,  signed  by  the  Pre- 
sident, and  transmitted. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Honbie.  the  Congress  for  their  late  vote  of 
an  advance  of  money  to  this  Slate,  agreeable  to  tlie  re- 
quest of  this  Convention  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  commiltee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  late  letters  from  the  Delegates  of  this  State  report  a 
draft  of  a  letter  for  that  purpose. 

On  motion  of  i\Ir.  Jay, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  devise 
ways  and  means  for  rendering  the  communication  by  land 
between  the  northern  and  souUiern  parts  of  this  State,  and 
between  this  and  the  southern  States,  more  easy  and  prac- 
ticable, and  that  they  report  with  all  possible  speed. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  De  Witt,  :\Ir.  Jay.  Doc- 
tor Crane  and  Colo.  Drake  be  a  commiltee  for  thai  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  advance  to 
Wm.  Duer,  Esqr.  on  account  of  Brigadier-Gcnl.  ^lirhn, 
tlr.  3Iasier-Genl.  lo  the  Continental  army,  the  sum  of 
.L'fjOO,  which  sum  the  said  Wm.  Duer  engages  to  repay 
into  the  Treasury  in  the  space  of  ten  days. 

Col.  Lott  informed  the  Convention  that  the  poor  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city  of  New-York,  which  were  lately  sent  to 
New-Windsor,  are  provided  with  provisions  in  a  very  ex- 
pensive manner.  Therefore, 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Lott  and  Major  Parks  be  a  commit- 
tee to  devise  a  more  economical  mode  of  providing  for  them. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  commiltee  to  whom  were  referred 
tlie  resolutions  of  Congress  relative  to  the  raising  the  four 
Continental  regiments  in  this  State  to  serve  during  the 
war,  be  and  they  hereby  aie  authorized  to  apply  to  any 
officer  in  the  Continental  service,  and  obtain  from  them 
proper  returns  and  information  respecting  the  rank  and 
number  of  officers  and  men  raised  in  this  Slate,  togetlier 
with  the  terms  of  their  enlistment,  and  such  other  intelli- 
gence as  the  said  commiltee  may  tlunk  necessary  lo  enable 
them  to  form  their  report. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  do,  without  delay,  provide 
two  lar~e  iron  stoves  for  the  use  of  this  Convention,  at  the 
public  e.vpense. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  £6,000  be  deposiled  into 
ihc  liands  of  Messrs.  John  R.  Livingston  and  Abraham 
E.  Lott,  who  hereby  are  authorized  and  requested  to  dis- 
pose thereof  in  purchasing  on  account  of  this  Slate,  coarse 
cloili,  linsey-woolsey,  shoes,  woollen  stockings,  blankets 
and  tanned  leaiher,' together  wilh  such  other  .-irticles  as 
they  may  think  proper  lor  clothing  the  troops  raised  in  this 
Slate,  and  that  they  be  allowed  2i  per  cent  for  commis- 
sions in  purchasing  the  said  goods,  the  Siale  to  be  at  ihe 
expense  of  transporting  tlie  same  to  such  place  as  shall  be 
ordered  by  this  Convention. 

Ordered,  Tlial  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Messrs.  John  R.  Livingston  and  Abraiiam  E.  Lott  the 
sum  of  £6,000,  to  be  by  them  disposed  of  in  purchasing 
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2i 

do 

William  Meade. 

1st 

do 

Williara  Dennison, 

2d 

do 

Ebenezer  Molt. 

1st 

do 

Reuben  Hopkins, 

2d 

do 

Jonas  Parks. 

1st 

do 

Ezra  St.  John, 

2d 

do 

Ebenezer  Carter. 

1st 

do 

Herman  I.  Knickerbaker 

2d 

do 

Geo.  Sharpe. 

1st 

do 

John  L.  Hardenbergh, 

2d 

do 

John  Seaton. 

1st 

do 

.Stephen  Edget, 

2d 

do 

Benjn.  Bo;ardus. 

1st 

do 

Williara  Tremper, 

2d 

do 

Paul  Van  Anden. 

cloths  and  other  articles  necessary  for  the  troops 
^"  seii  Slate,  and  that  he  take  their  receipt  to  ac- 

"unt  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Z.  Plait  brought  into  Convention  a  return  or  rank 
joll  of  the  officers  employed  in  Col.  Morris  Graham's  re- 
giment, and  moved  tliat  commissions  miiilit  be  issued  for 
Sic  officers  in  that  service,  to  be  in  force  until  the  regi- 
oient  is  discharp;cd. 

The  said  rank-roll  was  read,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 
"A  rank-roll  of  Col.  Morris  Graham's  regiment  of  foot 
in  service  of  the  United  States  of  America,  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier-Genl.  Clinton,  at  Head-Quarters, 
King's  Bridge,  September  the  10th,  1776  : 

"  Morris  Graham,  Colo. 
"  Rosewell  Hopkins,  Lieut.  Colo. 
"  William  Barker,  Major. 
"  1st  Capt  Brinton  Paine,   '  '  • 

"  2d  Capt.  Peter  Stoutenburgh,. . 

"3d  Capt.  Israel  Piatt,  


"5th  Capt  AndriesHearmance,. 
"  6lh  Capt.  William  Stewart, . . . 
"Tth  Capt.  John  Van  Steenbergh, 


"  Staff  Officers. 
"Reuben  Hopkins,  Jldjvtant, 
"  Geo.  Morehouse,  Quarter-master, 
"  Surgeon, 
"  Mate. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  issue  to  the  officers  named 
in  the  preceeding  rank  roll  of  Col.  Morris  Graham's  regi- 
ment, appointing  each  of  them  respeclivcly  to  ihe  rank 
therein  mentioned,  in  addition  to  tlieir  respective  former  rank 
or  station  in  the  militia,  and  to  conlinue  in  force  only  uniii 
the  said  regiment  is  discharged. 

A  return,  or  rank  roll,  of  the  officers  at  present  in  ser- 
vice, under  the  command  of  Cornelius  Humfrey,  Esqr.  as 
colonel,  was  read.  The  colonel  therein  requests  commis- 
sions for  the  said  officers  ;  and  the  said  rank  roll  being 
read,  is  in  the  words  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

"  Fort  Montgomery,  Sept.  2~tk,  1776. 

"  Mr.  Livingston, 

"  Sir — Agreeable  to  the  discourse  that  passed  between 

Jou  and  myself  concerning  com.missions  for  my  olficers,  I 
ave  enclosed  their  names  and  rank  as  follows,  vizt ; 

"  1st  Capt  Hugh  Rea,   1st  lieutenant,  Danl.  Wilson, 

James  Humfrey. 
Wra.  B.  Alger, 
Danl.  Outwater. 
Joshua  Townsend, 
Wm.  Woodworth. 
James  Tilmagc, 
Danl.  Hamell. 

 Van  Vranke, 

—  Magoer. 


Mathew  Rea  having  resigned  the  command  of  tint  com- 
pany. It  IS  thereby  cerlifiud  that  fr.i  H(,biiHon  was  (iulv  pri> 
moled  and  elected  captain;  James  Hunter,  !ir-i  li 
James  Kaine,  Junr.  2nd  lieut. ;  and  Evert  Hullaiaii 
sign. 

Ordered,  That  their  commission.s  issue. 
And  they  were  issued  accordingly. 


Ml.  ; 
cn- 


2d  do 

'■  2d.  Capt.  John  Dorlon,   1st  do 

2d  do 

"  3d.  Capt.  Joshua  Bamum,   1st  do 

2d  do 

"  4lli.  Capt  Colbee  Chamberlain,    1st  do 
2d  do 

"  6lli.  Capt.  Caleb  Bently,   1st  do 

2d  do 

as  also  a  commission  for  myself  and  Major  Renserlow  ;  as 
for  his  christian  name  I  have  not  at  present,  but  if  you  see 
fit  to  send  down  tiiose  commissions  for  all,  or  part,  just  as 
you  may  think  proper,  [  shall  be  able  to  put  in  those 
christian  names  liiat  are  left  out. 

"  Gentlemen,  your  compii.ince  will  very  much  oblige 
"CORNS.  HUMFREY,  Colo." 

Ordered,  That  commissions  issue  to  the  officers  named 
in  the  preceding  rank  roll  of  Col.  Humfrey's  regiment,  ap- 
pointing each  of  them  respectively  to  the  rank  therein  men- 
tioned, in  addition  to  their  former  rank  or  station  in  the  mi- 
litia, and  to  continue  in  force  only  until  the  said  regiment 
ifl  discharged. 

A  return  of  an  election  of  officers  of  a  company  of  mili- 
tia, in  the  precinct  of  Shawangunk,  in  Ulster  county, 
which  return  is  certified  by  Malhew  Rea,  chairman  of  ihe 
committee  of  Shawangunk,  was  read  and  filed.    The  said 


ITTf. 


Jay  — .V,-j.. 


DIE  VENERIS,  9  ho.  a.  m. 

Odor.  Atli. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Col.  Peter  R.  Livingston,  Prest. 

Mr.  Bancker,  Col.  Lott,  Mr.  R.  Harper,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr 
York. 

Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Wisner— Orange. 

Col.  Livingston,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Robt.  Yates—.}.'. 
hany. 

Major  Lockwood — Westchester. 

Col.  Dewit,  Mr.  Confine,  Major  Parks— C-7s;cr. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Paris— Tj-yo;!. 

Dr.  Crane,  Mr.  Sackett,  Mr.  Z.  V\!in— Dutches.  ■  ,  ' 

Mr.  Webster,  Col.  Williams— C/iur/o«c. 

Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Sessions — Cumberland. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Honourable  the  President  of 
Congress,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  ihe  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

"  Sir — Tliis  Convention  have  had  the  pleasure  of  re- 
ceiving information  through  their  Delegates,  that  a  resolu- 
tion has  passed  the  Honourable  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  for  advancing  to  this  State  100,000  dollars.  They 
are  highly  sensible  of  this  seasonable  relief,  which,  amidst 
a  crowd  of  difficulties  and  accumulaling  expenses  may  ena- 
ble ihem,  to  support  public  credit,  alleviate  the  sutlcrintis 
of  their  fellow  citizens,  and  continue  their  strenuous  e.xel-- 
lions  in  tiie  common  cause. 

"  They  have,  sir,  directed  me  to  present,  in  the  most 
respectful  terms,  iheir  thanks  to  tiie  Honourable  Cunuress 
for  this  fresh  instance  of  their  confidence  and  regard,  which 
I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate. 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

"  With  the  utmost  regard,  &c. 
"  To  the  Honblc.  John  Hancock, 

Prest.  of  the  Congress." 

Mr.  Duane  mentioned  that  Mr.  Gerard  Bancker,  the  de- 
puty treasurer,  had,  in  pursuance  of  an  application  to  Col. 
Trumbull,  the  Cominisssry-General,  by  order  of  this  Con- 
vention, lately  received  of  him  a  considerable  sum  of  mo- 
ney, on  account  of  the  pork  supplied  to  iiim  at  his  request 
by  this  Stale ;  that  the  account  could  not  then  be  finally 
settled  for  want  of  the  proper  receipts  and  vouchors  remain- 
ing in  the  hands  of  tlie  persons  who  delivered  the  pork  ; 
that  ihe  said  Commissary-General  intimated  that  he  ex- 
pected to  be  charged  no  more  for  the  pork  than  it  cost, 
with  all  charges,  and  should  think  it  his  duly  to  apply  to 
Congress  for  advice,  if  he  was  charged  a  higher  price. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lockwood,  Mr.  Dunscomb  and  Mr. 
Duane,  be  a  committee  to  settle  the  price  of  ihe  pork  to  be 
paid  by  the  said  Commissary-General,  taking  into  their  con- 
sideration all  e.Kpenses  thereon,  and  that  they  report  with 
all  convenient  speed. 

A  representation  was  made  to  the  Convention  that  this 
State  is  indebted  to  Nichs.  Bayard,  Esqr.  for  the  use  of 
his  house,  for  the  security  of  the  puiihc  records  of  this 
Stale  for  several  months,  and  for  expense  allending  the 
guards  kept  there  for  that  purpose,  that  being  now  de- 
prived of  his  whole  estate  by  the  enemy,  payment  thereof 
ought  to  be  made. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lockwood,  Mr.  Dunscomb  and  Mr. 
Duane,  be  a  committee  to  state  and  report  the  sum  rea- 
sonably due  from  this  State,  to  Nichs.  Bayard,  Esqr.  on 
the  account  above  mentioned. 

A  letter  from  General  James  Clinton  relative  to  £27 
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lis.  2d.  deducted  from  the  pay  of  13  deserters  of  Robt. 
Johnson's  company,  by  order  of  the  lale  Congress  of  this 
State,  was  read  and  commiued  to  Mr.  W'isncr  and  Col. 
De  Wilt,  to  consider  of  and  report  tlicreon. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of  t!ie  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  Cum- 
berland county  of  the  21  si  June  last,  and  ihe  i)apers  from 
Cumberland  and  Gloucester  counties  relalivc  to  ilic  ran- 
gers raised  in  those  counties.  The  return  of  tlie  otlirers 
of  the  said  rangers  subscribed  by  James  Clay,  chairman, 
was  again  read,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wii : 

"A  roll  of  the  officers  belonging  to  Major  Hoisinqton's 
company  of  rangers  appointed  and  recommended  by  the 
Committee  of  Safety  for  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and 
Gloucester  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  1st  Capt.  Benjn.  Wait,   1st  Lieut.  Elisha  Hawley, 

2od    ■'      Zebulon  Ljon. 
"  2nd.  Capt  John  SU-ong,   lit     "      Kllxd  Bcnion, 

2nd    •'       John  Barnes. 
"  3rd.  Capt.  Joseph  Hatch,   1st     "      Simon  Stevens, 

2ad   "      Amos  Chamberlain. 
"  4th.  Capt.  Elkana  Day,   1st    "      Naihl.  Wliimcy, 

2nd    "      Johul  Robins. 

"A  true  list  examined  by  me. 

"JAMES  CLAY,  Chairmanr 

The  application  of  Jlajor  Joab  Hoisington  requesting  die 
remainder  of  the  bounty  for  the  said  rangers  was  also 
read,  and  is  in  the  words  lollowing,  to  wit : 

"  To  the  Honble.  Nathl.  Woodhull, 

Prest.  of  the  Honble  Conjress  of  the  State  of  Jvew-York." 

"  Agreeable  to  the  order  of  ihe  Honourable  Congress,  J 
have  sent  the  muster  rolls  of  the  several  companies  under 
my  command,  by  Mr.  Ebenezer  Andrews,  the  bearer,  beg- 
ging the  favour  of  your  forwarding  the  remainder  of  the 
bounty,  rations,  and  one  months'  wages,  taking  his  receipt 
for  the  same. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  hble.  servant. 

"JOAB  HOISINGTON. 
"  P.  S.  Please  to  remit  my  wages  and  rations,  likewise 
as  much  of  the  ration  as  the  Honourable  Congress  shall 
see  fit.    I  find  it  much  easier  to  purchase  supplies  wilh 
cash." 

The  several  muster  rolls  of  the  said  companies  of  ran- 
gers were  also  read. 

The  said  letter  from  the  committee  of  Cumberland  coun- 
ty, dated  the  21st  day  of  June  last,  and  inserted  in  the  mi- 
nutes of  this  Convention  on  the  day  ot  August 
last,  was  also  read. 

The  report  of  the  commiuec  to  whom  was  referred  a 
letter  from  the  committee  of  ihe  county  ol  Cumberland, 
of  the  21st  day  of  June  last,  and  the  applicalion  of  Major 
Joab  Hoisington  for  the  pay  and  suiisi;^tence  of  the  ran- 
gers, directed  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  Uic  saidcoun- 
ly  and  of  the  county  of  Gloucester,  was  again  read,  and 
the  same  being  read  and  taken  into  consideration  by  para- 
graphs, and  amended,  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  Idler  from  liie 
commiltee  of  the  county  of  Cuinberluid,  ol  the  21st  day 
of  June  last,  and  the  applicalion  of  Mijor  Joab  Hoising- 
ton for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  rangers  directed  to 
be  raised  fo'r  the  defence  of  the  said  county,  and  ot  the 
county  of  Gloucester,  have,  according  to  order,  taken  the 
same  into  consideration,  and  thereupon  have  agreed  to  the 
following  state  of  facts  and  resolutions. 

That  on  application  of  the  inhabilanls  of  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  the  former  Congress,  from  lime  to  iimc,  sup- 
plied the  county  committee  with  nOU  in  mnney.  l.bUOlb. 
of  gunpowder,  4, 5001b.  of  lead  and  a  quantity  ot  liints. 

That  the  Convention  of  this  State,  on  the  23.1  d.iy  of 
July  last,  directed  that  252  men  should  be  raised  in  the 
counties  of  Cumberland  and  Gloucester  for  the  immediate 
protection  and  joint  defence  of  the  said  counties,  in  the 
following  manner,  to  wit :  To  be  divided  into  tour  compa- 
.nies,  consisting  respeclively  of  one  captain,  two  lieutenants, 
"  three  sergeants,  three  corporals,  and  54  piivalcs.  Tlic 


commissioned  oflTicers  to  be  nominated  by  the  mutual  con- 
sent of  the  committees  of  both  counties,  by  whose  autho- 
rity warrants  for  levying  the  troops  were  'lo  issue  to  the 
captains  of  each  company.  The  pay  of  the  oilicers  and 
privates  to  be  the  same  as  that  given  to  the  Continental 
troops,  besides  a  bounty  of  25  dollars  to  each  non-com- 
missioncd  offier  and  private.  The  subsistence  to  be  lo 
eacii  captain  16s.  each  lieutenant  14s.  ai.d  to  each  non- 
commissioned officer  and  private  10s.  per  week,  m  lieu  of 
all  rations.  The  officers  and  privates  to  furnish  tlieniselves 
each  wilh  a  good  musket  or  firelock,  powder  horn,  bullet 
poucli,  tomahawk,  blanket  and  knapsack ;  each  ollicer  be- 
fore receiving  his  warrant  to  take  an  oaih  lo  be  administer- 
ed by  the  chairman  of  the  county  committee  recommend- 
ing him,  that  he  will  once  in  every  month,  or  as  soon  after 
the  expiration  of  every  month  as  possible,  transmit  to  the 
Convention  or  Legislature  of  this  State,  a  muster  roll  of 
the  names  of  every  officer  and  private  under  his  command, 
and  of  their  respective  times  of  enlistment  and  service, 
one  half  of  the  bounty  to  be  paid  by  the  captain  of  each 
company  to  every  able  bodied  man  when  he  shall  pass 
muster,  the  other  half  to  be  remitted  by  the  Convention  to 
tiie  commanding  officer,  to  be  by  him  issued  to  the  cap- 
tains and  immediately  disbursed  to  the  men  ;  that  on  the 
same  day,  by  the  recommendation  of  the  members  of  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  Joab  Hoisington,  Esqr.  was  ap- 
pointed and  commissioned  by  Convention  to  be  major  and 
commanding  officer  of  the  said  rangers,  and  a  resolution  of 
Convention  passed  on  the  same  day  directing  the  Treasurer 
of  this  State  lo  pay  to  the  Deputies  of  Cumberland  county 
£'1,200,  in  part  of  the  bounty  for  the  said  rangers. 

On  the  24lh  of  August  last,  a  letter  from  the  committee 
of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  signed  by  i\Ir.  James  Clay, 
as  chairman,  directed  to  this  Convention,  and  dated  the 
2 1st  of  June,  was  read,  informing  the  Convention  in  sub- 
stance that  upon  receiving  the  printed  resolution  of  the  late 
Provincial  Congress  recommending  the  expediency  of  in- 
stituting civil  government,  the  major  part  of  that  county 
had  elected  their  Deputies  and  empowered  them  to  agree 
Willi  the  Convention  in  establishing  a  mode  of  government, 
declaring,  however,  tiiat  the  Deputies  of  the  said  county 
were  restrained  by  certain  instructions  given  them  by  the 
said  committee  in  such  manner  that  if  those  instructions 
should  be  violated  in  the  institution  to  be  formed,  the  com- 
mittee reserve  to  themselves,  on  behalf  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  county,  the  full  liberty  of  an  absolute  disavowal 
of  such  institution  ;  and  further,  reserving  to  themselves 
the  liberty  of  pursuing  a  certain  petilion  in  behalf  of  the 
people  included  therein,  which  that  committee  allege  was 
some  years  since  preferred  to  the  government  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay,  pr,aying  that  the  district  therein  described 
miiht  be  reur.iled  to  the  said  Province  ;  that  the  letter  was 
relcrred  to  a  committee  of  this  Convention,  w  ho  have  made 
no  report  thereon  ;  that  on  tiie  26111  of  September  last,  a 
letter  to  the  Convention  from  Major  Joab  Hoisington,  was 
read,  including  muster  rolls  of  those  companies,  and  re- 
questing that  the  remaining  part  of  the  bounty,  with  ihe 
rations  and  first  months'  wages,  which  your  committee 
find  amounts  to  1)^6,412.25,  might  be  forwarded  ;  the  said 
letter  being  also  accompanied  with  a  cerlificate  from  the 
joint  coiumitiees  of  safely  for  the  said  counties,  signed  by 
James  Clay  as  chairman,  recommending  the  officers  of  the 
said  rangers  ;  that  upon  its  being  moved  that  the  money 
should  be  transmitted  to  Major  Hoisington,  debates  arose 
and  ii  was  objected. 

Firsi.  That  the  committee  of  the  county  of  Cumber- 
land, had  by  their  before  mentioned  letter,  implying  a  protest, 
pretended  to  reserve  to  the  inhabitants  a  right  not  only  of 
rejecting  any  form  of  government  which  might  not  corres- 
pond with  the  instructions  lo  their  Deputies,  but  if  they 
should  hereafter  think  fit,  even  of  separating  from  this 
State  and  uniting  with  that  of  the  iVIassachuseits  f5ay,  and 
that  further  e.xpendittnes  of  the  public  money  for  the  im- 
mediate protection  of  that  county  could  not  in  justice  to 
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.  pjrts  of  this  State  be  made,  while  the  jurisdiction 
was  questioned,  a  separation  tiireatcned,  and  there  was 
reason  to  apprehend  that  the  same  temper  winch  dictated 
the  latter  might  induce  a  denial  to  contribute  any  thing  to- 
wards the  heavy  debt  which  was  necessarily  incurring,  as 
well  for  the  immediate  defence  of  this  State  as  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  great  cause  of  American  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence. ,    •  r 

The  Convention,  therefore,  proceeded  to  ask  mforma- 
tion  from  Messrs.  Sessions  and  tSlephens,  two  of  the  Depu- 
ties of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  who  were  present. 
They  declared  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  31st  of  May,  for  electing  Deputies  to  meet  in 
Convention  for  the  express  purpose  of  forming  a  govern- 
ment for  this  State,  they  were  duly  elected  by  the  people 
of  llie  county  at  large  ;  that  the  general  committee  of  the 
county  is  composed  of  two  members  from  each  town  ;  that 
the  committee  who  gave  them  instructions,  and  sent  the 
said  letter  to  the  Convention,  were  elected  long  before  their 
own  election  as  Deputies  for  the  said  county  ;  that  they 
are  ignorant  of  the  committees  or  sub-committees  of  the 
said  county  having  had  any  authority,  or  directions  from 
llie  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  to  give  the  instructions, 
or  to  make  such  declarations,  as  are  contained  in  the  same 
letter  ;  that  the  said  letter  was  agreed  to  by  the  committee 
to  prevent  any  division  in  the  county,  because  the  Depu- 
ties from  4  or  5  of  the  towns  were  opposed  to  sending  De- 

Euties  to  Convention  without  such  instructions  ;  that  they 
ave  no  instructions  from  the  inhabitants  at  krge,  nor  trom 
any  particular  town  ;  that  their  credentials  from  the  coun- 
ty give  them  full  and  unrestrained  power  in  forming  a  go- 
vernment ;  that  they  conceive  themselves  no  farther  bound 
by  their  instructions  than  they  shall  appear  to  be  right  and 
beneficial,  but  that  whenever  on  debate  it  should  appear 
that  those  instructions  might  work  an  injury  to  the  State, 
or  if  on  any  question  they  should  be  out  voted,  they  should 
not  consider  themselves  bound  bv  their  instructions  ;  and 
farther,  that  as  Representatives  of  the  said  county,  they 
firlly  acknowledge  the  jurisdiction  of  this  State  over  tlie 
said  county  and  its  inhabitants.  And  the  credentials  of  the 
said  Deputies  being  read,  it  appears  that  Col.  Joseph 
Marsh,  with  Mr.  Stephens  and  Mr.  Sessions,  were  duly 
elected  lo  represent  the  said  county  in  the  Convention  of 
this  Stale,  and  that  the  said  Representatives  are  expressly 
invested  with  full  power  of  legislation — the  said  credentials 
containing  no  reserve  or  limitation  of  their  authority. 

ISecond.  It  was  objected  against  transmitting  the  said 
money  :  and  the  fact  is,  it  does  not  appear  from  the  muster 
rolls,  or  return,  or  in  any  other  manner,  that  the  officers 
and  privates  therein  mentioned,  have  furnished  themselves 
each  with  a  good  musket,  or  firelock,  powder  horn,  bullet 
pouch,  tomahawk,  blanket  and  knapsack,  which  is  one  of 
the  qualifications  of  mustering  expressly  required  by  the  be- 
fore recited  resolutions  ;  nor  whether  the  officers  of  the  re- 
spective companies  before  receiving  their  warrants  had 
been  qualified  lo  make  and  return  monthly  muster  rolls  of 
their  companies,  as  the  said  resolutions  also  direct.  From 
this  state  of  ficts  it  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  for- 
mer Congress,  and  present  Convention,  have  manifested 
the  mosl  ready  and  clicerful  disposition  to  protect  the  in- 
habitants of  Cumberland,  at  the  public  expense,  in  com- 
mon with  their  other  constituents,  and  without  the  least 
parliaHty  or  distinction.  That  liberal  supplies  of  men  and 
money,  and  ammunition,  and  warlike  stores,  according 
to  tiie  abilities  of  the  State,  have  been  granted  tliem,  as 
soon  as  their  wants  have  been  disclosed.  That  this  com- 
mittee neither  know,  nor  have  heard,  ol  the  least  cause  of 
complaint  or  uneasiness,  that  has  been  trivcn  to  any  of 
those  inhabitants  by  this  Slate,  or  any  under  its  authority, 
during  the  present  contest  for  our  rights  and  liberlics. 

If  under  llie  former  government,  individuals  may  have 
been  injured,  il  ought  lo  be  remembered,  that  to  rescue 
ourselves  from  the  oppressions  of  that  government,  the 
United  Stales  of  America,  submitting  to  all  ihc  miseries  of 


war  have  asserted  their  independence.  It  is  unquestiona- 
ble that  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Stale  over  tlie  terriiurv 
which  now  comprehends  the  county  of  CuiiiberlaiKl,  is  co'- 
eval  with  its  first  formation  as  a  Colony,  under  the  Cruwn 
of  (ireat  Britain,  and  accordingly  ihat  county  was  iTcctcd, 
and  hath  been  represented  ;  laws  passed  lor  lis  inicrnal 
regulation,  courts  established,  civil  and  milii.uy  ulilci.rs  ap- 
pointed, and  many  charters  for  lands  and  pnvileu'i's  con- 
firmed, by  its  sole  authority.  Your  conimiitcf,  tii-ri;iorc 
conceive  il  lo  be  the  indispensable  duty  of  this  LUmoniion 
to  preserve  and  maintain  their  jurisdiction  over  liic  said 
county,  by  every  wise,  steady  and  prudent  moasiin>  m  lucir 
power,  at  a  time  when  this  State  is  invaded  and  rLri-.-sed 
by  powerful  armies,  when  our  utmost  exertions  arc  neces- 
sary, and  we  are  straining  every  nerve  for  the  coinniuii 
cause  of  America,  for  the  general  defence  of  ihii  m  itc, 
and  for  the  more  immediate  defence  of  the  county  of  Cum- 
berland. 

At  a  time  when  every  virtuous  member  of  the  comnnini- 
ty  is  loudly  called  upon  to  assist  his  bleeding  count rv,  and 
harmony  and  mutual  confidence  are  so  essential  to  our  pre- 
servation, and  to  the  success  of  the  greatest  and  best  of 
causes — at  such  an  important  and  decisive  conjiinctiirc, 
your  coinniittee  cannot  but  lament  tliat  any  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  should  suiTer  iliem- 
selves  to  be  so  far  misguided  as  to  assert  a  claim  and 
principles  subversive  to  all  government,  derognlorv  to  the 
dignity,  rights  and  jurisdiction  of  this  State,  manifesting  an 
unbecoming  return  for  the  assistance  and  protection  ihey 
have  received  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  their  fellow  sub- 
jects at  large,  and  implying  a  latent  design  by  a  future  se- 
paration from  the  State,  to  leave  the  whole  burthen  of  the 
present  cruel  and  expensive  war  to  be  sustained  by  the  rest 
of  the  community.  It  ihe  extraordinary  injunctions  m  the 
letter  from  their  committee  should  be  vindicated,  it  must 
follow  that  the  form  of  government  dictated  by  a  party,  from 
the  best  information,  by  no  means  the  majority  of  ihe  coun- 
ty, is  to  be  adopted,  however  injurious  to  the  general  interest 
of  this  Slate,  or  disagreeable  to  other  counties,  and  how- 
ever unreasonable  it  might  on  public  debate  appear  even  to 
their  own  immediate  Representatives ;  and  thus  a  single 
county  is  to  control  ihe  whole  State,  prescribe  its  Consti- 
stution  and  government,  and  establish  its  laws  on  pain  of 
separation.  From  a  parity  of  reason  every  other  county 
and  even  district  and  town  within  this  Stale,  might  arrogate 
the  same  power,  and  instead  of  producing  order,  security 
and  a  wise  and  permanent  government — the  great  and  salu- 
tary purposes  for  which  this  Iree  Convention  was  elected, 
and  assembled — anarchy  and  contusion  must  be  the  fatal 
result.  Your  coinmiitee  are  satisfied,  however,  that  the 
letter  does  not  convey  the  sentiments  of  the  majority  of  the 
good  people  of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  and  that  the 
general  committee  will,  upon  cool  rcfiection,  be  at  no  loss 
to  perceive  its  want  of  respect  lo  this  Convention,  and  its 
dangerous  teitdenc}'  not  only  lo  the  State,  but  to  the  com- 
tuon  cause  of  America;  and  that  after  a  deliberate  revi- 
sion they  will  candidly  correct  it,  and  give  this  Convention 
reasonable  assurances  of  their  attachment  lo  its  jurisdiction, 
and  of  theii  intention  to  share  its  blessings  and  misfortunes, 
its  protection  and  its  burthens,  like  faithful  and  all'ectionale 
fellow  citizens.  That  your  committee  earnestly  recom- 
mend it  as  the  best  and  surest  means  of  rcm.ovin  j  the  uneasi- 
ness which  a  measure  so  unexampled  has  excited,  and  of 
promoiiiig  the  most  perfect  harmony  and  good  understand- 
ing throughout  every  part  of  this  State.  In  confidence, 
therefore,  that  a  thinking  and  reasonable  people  must  see 
iheir  own  interest  and  preservation  as  wcli  as  the  salely  of 
the  Stale,  to  which  they  belonu,  and  the  success  of  the- 
great  cause  in  which  the  whole  Conlinenl  is  engaged,  can- 
not but  be  weakened  by  disscntion,  and  by  countenancing 
the  factious  and  self-inlcrcsted,  your  commillee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  requisition  of  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  ranging  companies  of  Cumberland  and  (iloucesier 
counties,  siiould  be  complied  with,  lest  ihe  good  people  of 
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those  counties  being  disappointed  of  the  aid  and  protection 
provided  by  tiiis  State,  may  suffer  from  the  iiicursiuns  of 
their  enemies,  before  an  explanation  of  the  said  leiler  can 
be  obtained  from  the  committee  of  Cumberland,  and  have 
therefore  agreed  to  the  following  resolutions  : 
•  1st.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee 
that  the  sum  of  6,412  dollars  and  of  a  dollar  being  the 
remaining  part  of  the  bounty  monev,  and  month's  wages, 
and  rations  due  to  the  oliicers  and  men  of  the  four  coiupa- 
nies  of  rangers  raised  and  established  for  the  immediate 
protection  and  defence  of  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and 
Gloucester,  under  the  command  of  Major  Joab  Hoisin^- 
ton,  be  forthwith  transmitted  for  their  use.  But  in  as  much 
as  it  does  not  appear  by  the  returns  of  the  commanding 
officer  or  otherwise,  that  the  men  are  equipped  and  furnish- 
ed with  arms  or  accoutrements,  or  that  the  ofHcers  have 
been  qualified  to  make  up  their  muster  rolls  and  returns 
agreeable  to  the  directions  of  Convention  ; 

2nd.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opi  nion  of  this  commit- 
tee, that  a  committee  from  this  Convention  be  appointed  to 
see  that  the  said  money  is  faitlifuUy  applied,  aureeable  to 
the  establishment  of  the  said  rangers,  for  that  purpose  con- 
sulting with  the  general  committee  of  the  said  counties ; 
that  they  be  further  authorized  to  call  upon  them  the  com- 
manding and  other  officers  of  the  said  rangers,  and  if  they 
should  find  it  necessary  to  review  the  respective  companies, 
that  they  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  temper  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  said  county,  and  the  grounds  of  anv  dis- 
content which  may  prevail  among  the  uninformed,  or  be 
encouraged  by  designing  men,  and  use  their  endeavours  to 
remove  the  same,  and  to  trustrate  any  attempt  to  sow  the 
seeds  of  jealousy  and  disaffection.  And  lastly,  that  thev 
represent  to  the  committee  of  the  said  county  of  Cumber- 
land, the  wisdom  and  propriety  of  a  revision  of  the  said 
letter,  and  if  an  unreserved  submission  of  the  said  county 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  State  ;  that  all  cases  of  distrust 
may  subside,  and  the  harmony  which  is  so  essential  at  this 
important  conjuncture  may  be  fixed  on  the  surest  founda- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  do  agree  with  their  com- 
mittee in  the  said  report  as  amended,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by declared  to  be  the  act  of  this  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  Messi^s.  Sessions  and  Taylor  be  request- 
ed to  proceed  to  the  county  of  Cumberland,  and  unite  wiih 
Col.  Marsh,  one  of  the  members  of  the  said  county  now 
there,  as  a  committee  from  this  Convention,  to  see  the  pre- 
ceding resolutions  carried  into  effect. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  do  pay  to 
the  said  committee  the  above  mentioned  sum  of  6,4 12| 
dollars,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  tlie  said  report,  and 
the  further  sum  of  $200,  to  defray  the  cliarse  of  tiieir  jour- 
ney ;  for  the  expenditure  of  which  last  mentioned  sum,  they  | 
are  to  be  accountable  to  this  Convention.  ] 

Resolved,  That  3,000  flints  be  delivered  by  the  Com-  j 
missary  of  this  Convention  to  the  Deputies  ol  the  county 
of  Cumberland  ;  2,000  for  the  use  of  that  county,  and 
1,000  for  the  use  of  Gloucester  county. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  reterred  the  application 
of  Lieut.  William  Boeruin  and  Lieut.  Uani.  llapalje,  olfi- 
cers  of  the  late  troop  of  lighlliorse,  delivered  in  their  re- 
port, vizt : 

"  That  it  appears  to  this  committee  that,  agreeable  to  a 
resolution  of  this  Convention,  the  said  troops  were  ordered 
out  on  public  service  on  the  14th  day  ol  .Vugust  last;  that 
the  said  troops  continued  in  liie  service  assiijnoil  ihcin  uniil 
the  29lh  day  of  August.  Tint  it  appears  to  your  commit- 
tee that  the  said  Lieuts.  Boerum  and  Kapaljc,  together  with 
one  second  lieutenant,  two  ensigns,  one  (lu.irier-mastcr,  one 
sergeant,  one  trumpeter,  and  nine  privates,  did,  on  the  20th 
Augt.  agreeable  to  the  order  of  llicir  comnMnding  ullicer, 
leave  their  posts  in  said  Kiniis  county;  that  llicy  arc  now 
in  and  about  the  county  of  Dutciies  ;  that  they  arc  incapa- 
ble of  performing  further  service  to  this  State  in  their  rc- 
gpective  characters ;  that  they  are  also  deslitutc  of  the 
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means  of  subsistence  :  That  the  committee  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  9s.  per  day  be  allowed  to  Lieuts.  Bocniin  and 
Rapalje,  and  to  each  of  the  other  commissioned  olhceis, 
for  pay  and  rations,  6s.  per  day,  (as  also  to  the  nun-com- 
missioned otficers  and  privates  6s.  per  day,)  of  the  said 
troopers,  from  the  time  of  their  respectively  cnterin:^  the 
service  to  the  29th  day  of  August,  together  with  liali  such 
pay  and  rations  from  the  said  29ih  of  Augt.  to  the  present 
day;  and  for  this  purpose,  that  the  said  Lieuts.  Booruin 
and  Rapalje  be  furnished  with  an  order  on  the  'J'rc.isurer 
of  this  State  for  the  sum  of  for  the  use  of  tiicin- 

selves  and  the  other  persons  for  whom  they  have  apjihcd, 
as  above  mentioned,  amounting  to  the  pay  and  rations  afore- 
said, and  that  they  be  considered  as  no  longer  liolden  to 
serve,  in  consequence  of  tiieir  former  engagement." 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  agrees  with  their  com- 
mittee in  their  said  report  as  amended,  and  above  stated, 
and  that  the  same  stand  confirmed  as  the  act  of  this  Con- 
vention. 


DIE  SABBATI,  9  ho.  a.  m. 

Octor.  5th,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Col.  Peter  R.  Livingston,  Frcst. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Bancker — 
New-  York. 

Mr.  Little— Orange. 

Col.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Robt.  Yates,  Mr.  Cuyler — Al- 
bany, 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 
Mr.  Contme,  Col.  D.  Witt,  Major  Parks— Wifer. 
Mr.  ^Vebstcr,  Col.  \Yi]}iams— Charlotte. 
Major  LockwooJ — Westchester. 

Dr.  Crane,  Capt.  Piatt,  Mr.  Sackett,  Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Mr.  R.  R. 
Livingston — Dutches. 

Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 

A  letter  from  Joshua  H.  Smith,  Esqr.  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Convention,  dated  the  4th  inst.  was  read.  He 
therein  shews  for  cause  of  his  non-attendance,  that  he  has 
been  in  a  bad  state  of  health  ;  that  he  is  at  present  an  in- 
firm convalescent,  and  will  attend  as  soon  as  his  liealth  will 
permit. 

A  letter  from  Col.  Broome,  another  of  the  members  of 
this  Convention,  dated  at  jVew-Haven  on  the  26tli  ulto. 
was  received  and  read.  He  thereby  acknowledges  that  on 
the  day  preceding  he  had  been  served  with  an  order  of  Con- 
vention for  his  attendance,  and  excuses  his  non-attendance 
by  reason  of  the  indisposition  of  his  family. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for 
rendering  the  communication  by  land  between  the  northern 
and  southern  parts  of  this  State,  and  between  this  and  the 
southern  States,  more  easy  and  practicable,  reported  there- 
on as  far  as  respects  the  communication  by  land  between 
the  northern  and  southern  parts  of  this  State,  on  the  east 
side  of  Hudson's  river;  which  report  was  read,  amended, 
agreed  to  and  adopted  by  the  Convention  as  their  act. 
Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  post  road  from  the  north  side  of  the 
Highlands  to  King's  Bridge  is  very  much  out  of  repair, 
and  particularly  that  part  of  it  which  leads  through  the 
Highlands  to  the  manor  of  Philipsburgh,  and  that  the  said 
road  affords  the  most  short  and  convenient  coiriniunication 
by  land  between  the  noithern  and  southern  parts  of  this 
State  on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's  river. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  road  ought  to  be  immediately 
repaired.    And  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Col.  John  Field  be  appointed  and  di- 
rected to  repair  such  part  thereof  as  lies  between  Isaac 
Van  Wyck's  on  the  north  side  of  the  Higlilands  aforesaid, 
and  the  south  line  of  Dutches  county. 

R'lsnlved,  That  Major  Joseph  Strong  be  appointed  to 
repair  the  remaining  part  of  the  said  road,  together  with  a 


.M  -Of, 


■  J  Jrr- 


'If, 


6G2 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  CONVENTION. 


certain  other  small  road  which  leads  from  the  post  road 
foresaid,  to  the  dock  at  Dobb's  ferry. 

Hesolved,  Tliat  each  of  tlie  said  persons  so  appointed, 
allowed  for  their  trouble  10s.  per  day,  and  that  tliey  be 
giso  allowed  their  subsistence. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  £100  be  advanced  by  the 
Treasurer  of  tliis  Stale  to  Col.  Field,  and  the  sum  of  £100 
to  Major  Strang,  to  enable  them  to  execute  the  trust  here- 
by reposed  in  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Col  Field  and  Major  Strang 
respectively  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  to  employ 
teams  and  carts  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  ;  and  lest  a  sufh- 
cient  number  of  labourers  speedily  to  repair  the  said  road 
should  not  be  obtained, 

Resolced,  That  Genl.  Petrus  Ten  Broeck  do,  on  the 
requisition  of  the  said  Col.  Field,  furnish  him  with  such 
detachments  of  the  militia  of  the  county  of  Dutches  from 
lime  to  time,  as  the  said  Col.  Field  may  require.  And 
that  Genl.  Morris,  or  in  his  absence,  the  next  command- 
intr  officer  of  the  militia  in  Westchester  county  do,  on  the 
requisition  of  the  said  Major  Strang,  furnish  him  with  such 
deiaciunents  of  the  militia  from  time  to  time  as  he  may 
require. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  detachments  while  employed 
in  repairing  the  roads  aforesaid,  be  under  the  directions  of 
the  superintendents  thereof  aforesaid,  in  their  respective 
counties;  and  that  while  actually  employed  as  aforesaid, 
they  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  10  dollars  per  month,  and 
provided  with  provisions  by  the  said  superintendents. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  superintendents  keep  and  ren- 
der to  this  Convention  regular  accounts  of  their  expendi- 
tures and  proceedings. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  by 
express  to  the  respective  superintendents  above  mentioned. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Taylor  of  the 
county  of  Albany,  be  one  of  the  committee  to  proceed  to 
Cumberland  and  Gloucester  counties,  and  that  his  name 
be  inserted  in  the  blank  left  among  the  names  of  that  com- 
mittee yesterday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane  on  behalf  of  the  said  com- 
mittee, who  reported  on  the  said  letter  from  Cumberland 
county,  and  the  letter  from  Joab  Hoisinglon,  for  the  pay 
and  subsistence  of  the  rangers  directed  to  be  raised  for  the 
defence  of  the  said  county  of  Cumberland  and  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Gloucester. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  have  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Mr.  Stevens,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  applied  for  leave  of  absence  for  three  weeks 
to  visit  his  family,  which  is  granted. 

Whereas  Mr.  Stevens  has  applied  for  and  obtained  leave 
of  absence  for  three  weeks  to  visit  his  family, 

Resolved,  Tliat  he  be  added  to  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  carry  into  elVcct  the  resolutions  of  Convention  of  the 
fourth  insi.  respecting  the  county  of  Cumberland. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  procure  500  copies  of 
the  resolutions  relative  to  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the 
said  rangers  printed,  to  be  distributed  in  the  counties  of 
Cumberland  and  Gloucester,  and  the  other  parts  of  this 
State. 

Col.  Williams  moved  for  leave  of  absence. 
Debates  arose,  and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  it 
was  carried  in  the  negative  in  maimer  following,  to  wit : 

for  the  negative. 

New-York   8 

Albany,  6 

Dutches,  5 

Tryon,   3 

Orange,   3 

25 

On  behalf  of  Henry  Livingston,  Esqr.  clerk  of  Dutch- 
es county,  it  was  suggested  to  1I12  Convention,  that  next 
Tuesday  is  the  stated  day  for  holding  ihe  county  court  at 


For  the  affirmative. 

Ulster   4 

Charlotte   2 

Cumberlaad,   2 

8 
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Poughkeepsie  in  Dutches  county,  and  that  he  requests  the 
advice  of  this  Convention  whether  he  shall  i^siic  any  pre- 
cept for  summoning  a  grand  jury. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Coiivrntion  that 
Henry  Livingston,  Esqr.  do  not  insuc  any  precept  to  .Sim- 
mon a  grand  jury,  or  any  other  precept  wlialcvrr,  ,i„i,l  a 
new  government  is  formed,  or  further  order  ul  tins  Con- 
vention. 

A  letter  from  Tench  Tilghman  to  Wm.  Diicr,  Esqr 
dated  the  3d  inst.  was  read,  a  part  whereof  is  m  liiJ  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"  Capt.  Cook  is  now  up  the  river  cuttin"  in,, 
chevaux-de-frise  ;  as  he  is  much  wanted  here  to  > 
old  vessels,  the  General  begs  that  you  wouki  imjiu 
send  him  down  ;  we  are  at  a  stand  for  want  of  luin 
he  has  superintended  the  matter  from  the  beaiiuunir,  Im 
best  knows  the  properest  places  to  be  obstructed."' 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  above  part  of 
Mr.  Tilghman's  letter  immediately  despatched  to  Cajjt. 
Cooke. 

The  memorial  of  Isaac  Paris,  Christian  Fox,  Johannes 
Billinger,  and  upwards  of  100  others  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Tryon  county,  was  read.  They  therein  complain  that 
Hendrick  Frey,  Frederick  Young  and  other  very  suspect- 
ed persons  have  been  permitted  by  the  county  committee 
to  return  lo  the  county.  Some  of  the  inimical  expressions 
and  declarations  of  the  said  Frey  and  Young  are  therein 
set  forth  ;  and  the  memorialists  pray  that  tlie  resolve  of  the 
county  committee  may  be  repealed  or  changed. 

Ordered,  That  this  memorial  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee for  detecting  conspiracies. 

A  letter  from  Johannes  Sleght,  Esqr.  to  Col.  De  Witt, 
was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Kingston,  2rd  Odor.  1776. 

"  Sir — We  have  just  now  received  your  letter  by  our 
post ;  the  committee  are  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
trouble.  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  that  the  justices 
of  this  and  the  ncighbouriug  townships  of  Rochester, 
Marble  Town  and  Hurly  have  met  here  yesterday  to  con- 
sider what  is  best  to  be  done  relative  to  the  Indians.  Our 
frontier  inhabitants  are  daily  moving  away  for  fear  of  them. 
We  have,  therefore,  concluded  to  call  them  together  to 
treat  with  them,  and  have  already  fixed  a  certain  day  for 
that  purpose  ;  but  as  tliis  will  be  attended  with  some  cost, 
we  would  be  glad  to  know  whether  your  Honourable 
House  will  be  good  enough  to  assist  us  in  paying  the  cost 
of  this  treaty.  Your  answer  by  the  next  post  will  much 
oblige  your  friend  and 

"  Most  obt.  humble  servant, 

"JOHANNES  SLEGHT." 

The  Convention  having  taken  the  same  into  considera- 
tion :  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Kingston  ought,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  to  represent  the  matters  coniained'iii  the 
said  letter  to  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  at  Alba- 
ny, and  pursue  such  directions  as  they  may  give  relative 
to  the  same  ;  but  that  if  by  the  day  appointed  for  the 
holding  of  the  said  treaty,  an  answer  from  the  said  com- 
missioners cannot  be  obtained,  that  thcv  proceed  to  hold 
the  same,  and  that  this  Convention  will  pay  the  expense 
attending  the  same. 

A  letter  from  Capt,  Samuel  Tudor,  one  of  the  superin- 
tendents of  the  Continental  frigates  buildinti  at  Pouijh- 
keepsie,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Pouqkkeepsic,  2iid,  Ocir.  1776. 

"  Gentlemen — The  bearer,  Mr.  McEuen,  is  employed 
in  the  yard  as  plumber  to  the  ships ;  his  business  is 
obliged  to  stop  for  the  want  of  lead,  which  we  cannot  pro- 
cure for  him.  We  are  informed  there  is  a  quantity  at 
Fishkill  under  your  direction  and  disposal  ;  beg  it  as  a 
particular  favour  you  would  furnish  him  with  such  quanti- 
ty as  he  may  want,  with  all  expedition,  as  our  orders  from 
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the  commissioners  are  lo  put  the  ships  in  the  water  as 
soon  as  possible. 

"  We  are  with  respect,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  mo.  obt.  servt. 

"  SAML.  TUDER. 

"  Peter  R.  Livingston,  Esqr." 

Malcom  McEuen,  the  bearer,  was  called  in  and  interro- 
gated as  to  the  lead  necessary  for  the  said  frigates,  and 
withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Danl.  Bush  be  and  he  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  deliver  to  Nathl.  Sacket,  Esqr.  all  the  lead  in  his 
possession  belonging  to  this  State,  taking  a  receipt  for  the 
same ;  and  that  this  Convention  will  justify  him  in  the 
execution  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  Nathl.  Sacket.  Esqr.  deliver  to  the 
bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Malcom  McEuen,  for  the  use  of  the 
Convention  for  the  Continental  frisates  building  at  Pough- 
keepsie,  two  tons  of  lead,  and  that  he  take  Mr.  McEuen's 
receipt  for  the  same,  to  be  charged  to  Continental  ac- 
count. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  2nd  inst. 
to  take  into  consideration  the  letters  from  Lister  county 
relative  to  the  Indians,  delivered  in  their  report  which  was 


read.  After  some  time  spent  thereon,  it  was  recommitted 
to  the  same  committee. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Convention  that  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  frontiers  of  Ulster  coun- 
ty, being  very  apprehensive  from  intelligence  they  have 
received,  that  they  will  speedily  be  attacked  by  ilic  In- 
dians, are  preparing  to  remove  from  their  settlements,  and 
will  unless  relieved,  retire  with  their  families  to  the  inner 
country. 

Resolved,  That  the  committees  of  the  counties  of  Ul- 
ster and  Orange  do  provide  for  the  defence  of  their  fron- 
tier country  by  detachments  from  the  iniliiia  of  those 
counties,  and  that  the  expense  thereof  be  defrayed  by  this 
Convention. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Robt. 
Harper,  Mr.  William  Harper,  Mr.  Continc,  Mr.  Duns- 
comb  and  Mr.  Moore  be  a  Committee  of  Safety  for  this 
State  until  the  next  meeting  of  this  Convention. 

Col.  Williams,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  report 
regulations  for  the  sale  and  disposition  of  salt  in  this  State, 
brought  in  the  report  of  the  said  committee  which  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  remain  for  further  consi- 
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October  1th,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Col.  P.  R.  Livi.sgsto.v,  Prest. 
Mr.  DuANE,  Mr.  Dcnsco.mb — New-York. 
Mr.  Wm.  Smith— Suffolk. 

Col.  Livingston,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Junr. — Albany. 
Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Sessions — Cumberland.  , 
Mr.  CoNTiNE — Ulster. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  W.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkihk,  Mr.  Pabis— Tryon. 
Major  LocKWoOD—  IVestchester. 
Col.  Williams,  Major  Webster — Charlotte. 

A  letter  from  Tench  Tilghman  to  Mr.  Ducr,  dated  the 
5th  inst.  was  read.  He  therein  infonns  that  on  llic  pre- 
ceding night  a  party  of  the  American  army  broii;^ht  otF  a 
parcel  of  boards  from  Harlem  ;  that  the  enemy  Iwd  lliat 
morning  sent  a  party  there  who  have  been  throwing  up  a 
breastwork. 

A  letter  from  Brigadier-Genl.  Scott,  dated  the  3d  inst. 
at  11  o'clock  at  night,  was  rend.    He  gives  the  Conven- 
tion a  particular  account  of  ilie  examinations  and  tcstimonv 
against  Joseph  Read, Israel  Underhill  and  Phihp  Palmer,  all  1 
late  of  Weslchester  county,  and  now  sent  here  under  cuard. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  and  delivered 
to  the  committee  for  detecting  and  defeating  conspiracies. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  to  the  committee  of 
Albany,  requesting  them  to  procure  by  [nirchasc  or  loan, 
for  the  use  of  this  Convention,  the  iron  stove  belonging  to 
the  Presbyterian  church  at  Albany. 

The  report  of  ihe  commiuce  on  the  sundry  letters  and 
papers  of  Capt.  Thomas  Cregier,  and  the  pcuiiun  of  sun-  i 
dry  officers  and  mariners  ot  the  armed  vessel  or  schooner 
Putnam,  delivered  in  their  report,  which  was  read.  There- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  armed  schooner  Putnam,  to- 
gether with  her  arms,  cannon,  amnniniluni,  boats,  rigizing, 
tackle  and  furniture,  be  immediately  sold,  and  that  Joiin 
Imlay,  Esqr.  be  agent  for  that  purpose,  who  is  hereby 
directed,  out  of  the  proceeds,  to  pay  the  officers  and  crew 
tlieir  wages,  and  all  other  reasonable  charges,  and  to  remit 
the  surplus  to  the  treasury  of  this  Convention. 
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Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newkerk,  Mr.  Guy- 
Icr  and  Mr.  Dunscomb  be  a  committee  to  examine  and 
take  an  inventory  of  the  goods  belonging  to  this  iStaie,  now 
stored  ui  Mr.  John  Schenk's  store  house,  and  all  other 
goods  belonging  to  this  State,  and  report  what  parts  are 
fit  for  the  use  of  the  army  ;  and  that  tiioy  be,  and  hereby 
are,  authorized  to  cause  such  parts  of  the  said  gnods  to  be 
made  up  for  soldiers'  use,  as  tliey  may  llunk  proper ;  and 
all  persons  who  have  heretofore  had  charge  of  any  such 
goods,  are  hereby  directed  to  make  return  of  the  goods 
they  have  on  hand,  or  under  tlieir  directions  to  the  com- 
mittee above  mentioned,  and  follow  such  directions  as  they 
may  receive  from  those  gentlemen  relative  thereto. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for 
purcliasing  clothing  for  the  Continental  troops,  delivered  in 
tlieir  report,  which  was  read.  The  same  being  then  de- 
livered in  at  the  table,  was  again  read  by  paragraphs,  and 
in  many  instances  ainended.  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  recommitted  to  the 
same  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  messenger  be  immediately  despatch- 
ed to  sumiTion  Judge  Graham  and  Mr.  Landon  to  attend 
I  the  public  business  in  Conveniinn  without  delay,  and  that 
they  pay  the  said  messenger  for  his  trouble  and  expense. 

]lc:solvcJ,  That  a  committee,  or  member,  be  appointed 
to  answer  the  letter  received  from  Genl.  Morris  ;  and  that 
he  be  requested  immediately  to  repair  to  Westchester  and 
take  chnrge  of  his  brigade  of  militia. 

Thereupon  Mr.  R.  R.  J^ivingston  was  appointed  for  that 
purpose. 

On  account  of  the  cold  and  dampness  of  the  church,  the 
Committee  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  at  Mr.  Isaac  Van 
^\  yck's  tavern. 


DIE  MARTIS,  9  HO.  a.  m. 

Octor.  8th,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  met  at  the  house  of  Isaac  Vaa 

Wyck  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pk^isent— Col.  p.  R.  Livingston,  Prest. 
Mr.  R.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscomb — Acw-York. 
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jjr  Contine-W»'"-- 

Vr  Crane,  Mr.  R.  B.  Livingston— DufcAcs. 
yit  W™-  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Paris— Tn/on. 
CoL  Williams— CAar/o«c. 
Hr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

The  Cotnmitlee  finding  that  tlie  accommodation  for  their 
fitting  at  Mr.  Van  Wyck's  will  not  answer  their  expecta- 
tions, and  the  weather  being  more  favourable  than  for  some 
days  past,  they  adjourned  to  the  church. 

The  Committee  met  at  the  Dutch  church  pursuant  to 
the  above  adjournment. 
Present — The  members  above  mentioned,  together  with 
Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Cuyler — ilbany. 
HnjoT  Lock-wood— Westchester. 
Mr.  Allison— Orunje. 
Mr.  Newkerk- Tri/on. 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  according  to  order,  reported 
a  draft  of  a  letter  to  Brigadier-Genl.  Morris,  which  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  recommitted  to  Mr.  R.  R.  Livings- 
Ion,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates  and  Mr.  Wm.  Smith. 

A  letter  from  John  Field  and  Isaac  Paddock,  of  south- 
east precinct,  in  Dutches  county,  dated  the  7lh  inst.  was 
received  and  read.  For  the  reasons  therein  mentioned, 
ihcy  suggest  the  necessity  of  raising  another  company  of 
county  guards,  for  the  detection  and  suppression  of  dange- 
rous and  disaffected  persons  ;  and  they  recommend  Naihl. 
Scribner  for  captain,  and  Joseph  Field  for  lieutenant  of  such 
company. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Adgate,  Dr.  Crane  and  Mr.  Robert 
Harper,  be  a  committee  to  consider  of  the  said  letter,  and 
to  report  thereon. 

The  present  President,  Col.  Livingston,  represented  to 
the  Committee,  that  the  lower  part  of  the  county  of  Albany, 
particularly  the  district  of  Claverack  and  the  manor  of  Li- 
Tingston,  are  infested  with  disaffected  persons  ;  that  they 
have  fired,  with  loaded  arms  through  the  houses  and  store 
houses  of  DirkJanson,  and  wounded  one  of  the  clerks,  and 
perpetrated  other  enormities  against  the  peace  of  this  Slate. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  above  named  consider  of 
this  information  and  report  thereon. 

Die  Veneris,  Octo.  8tk,  P.  M.  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PatJENT — P.  R.  Livingston,  Esqr.  Prest. 
Mr.  R.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscombe — New-York. 
Mr.  W.  Sm'ah— Suffolk. 
Major  Lockwood — IVcstchester. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  W.  Harper,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 
Mr.  A.  Yates,  Junr.  Mr.  Cnyler,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — ..Albany. 
Mr.  Contine — I7j(t-r. 
Mr.  Allison — Orange. 
Major  Webster — Charlotte. 

The  committee  to  wliom  was  recommitted  the  draft  of  a 
letter  to  Brigadicr-Gcnl.  Morris,  reported  a  new  draft, 
■which  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, that  is  to  say  : 

"October  theSth,  1776. 

"  Sir — Tlie  Convention  have  directed  me  to  inform  you 
that  they  were  extrcmclv  =crry  for  the  necessity  that  first 
obliged  them  to  request  your  immediate  return  to  your  bri- 
gade, since  they  hoped  that  no  military  ofiicer  would  choose 
to  be  absent  when  his  country  was  invaded.  They  are 
willing  to  acknowledge  the  force  of  those  reasons  for  delay- 
ing your  return,  which  are  derived  from  the  particular  situa- 
tion of  your  family;  these,  they  hope,  by  tlicir  safety  and 
security,  have  long  since  ceased  to  operate.  They  now 
flatter  themselves  that  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  remind  you 
of  the  superior  ties  which  bind  every  man  to  his  countrv, 
more  particularly  by  those  whom  the  St.ilc  have  vested 
with  the  highest  honours.  Though  the  Indian  affairs  of 
the  middle  department  should  be  under  the  consideration 


of  Congress,  yet  tliey  hope  your  attendance  may  be  dis- 
pensed with,  as  the  Congress  have  it  in  their  power  to  call 
upon  the  other  commissaries,  without  injuring  the  public  so 
materially  as  by  retaining  a  military  officer  from  his  station. 
The  Convention  cannot  but  hope  that  you  have  been  de- 
ceived in  your  behcf  that  your  brigade  is  reduced  tn  less 
than  a  colonel's  command,  though  the  loud  and  well  found- 
ed complaints  of  the  county  of  Westchester,  has  L'ivcii  them 
reason  to  fear  that  it  has  suffered  by  your  absence. 

"  They  are  pleased  to  hear  that  you  have  expressed 
your  desire  of  offering  your  personal  service  to  (Jcnl.  Wash- 
ington ;  since  they  cannot  conceive  that  a  general  ofiicer 
can  withdraw  his  duty  yet  as  a  volunteer,  when  the  irdops 
under  his  command  are,  or  like  to  be,  called  into  aciKin. 

"Upon  the  whole,  sir,  they  have  directed  me  to  mlorm 
you,  that  they  expect  your  immediate  attendance  on  the 
duties  of  your  department. 

"  I  am,  sir,  yours,  &c. 

"  By  order. 

"  Brigadier-Genl.  Morris." 

Mr.  Livingston  moved  a  resolution  relative  to  tanned  lea- 
ther, which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  further  con- 
sideration and  perusal. 

Mr.  Robeit  Harper,  from  the  committee  appointed  this 
morning,  made  a  report  in  the  form  of  resolutions,  which 
were  read  and  adopted,  and  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Whereas,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  in  the  present  cri- 
tical conjuncture,  that  one  company  of  49  men  in  the 
county  of  Albany,  and  one  company  of  49  men  in  the 
county  of  Dutchess,  be  immediately  raised  for  the  purpose 
of  detecting  and  defeating  the  intentions  and  conspiracies 
of  our  secret  and  open  enemies  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  one  company  be  immediately  raised  in 
the  county  of  Albany,  and  lliat  one  other  company  be  im- 
mediately raised  in  the  county  of  Dutches. 

That  each  company  consist  of  1  captain,  one  lieutenant, 
3  sergeants,  3  corporals,  1  fifer  and  40  privates — 49  men. 

That  the  pay  of  those  companies  be  the  same  as  the  pay 
of  the  Continental  troops. 

That  the  captains  bo  allowed  each  16s.  per  week  ;  the 
lieutenants  14s.  and  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  each  lOs.  per  week,  in  lieu  of  all  rations  and  sub- 
sistance. 

That  Petrus  Van  Gaasbeck  be  and  is  hereby  appointed 
captain,  and  Samuel  Thorne  lieutenant,  of  the  said  com- 
pany to  be  raised  in  the  county  of  Albany ;  and  that  the 
said  company  do  rendezvous  at  and  about  the  manor  of  Li- 
vingston, and  be  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Convention  or 
Committee  of  Safety  of  this  State,  and  under  the  direction 
of  the  committee  of  the  city  and  county  of  Albany,  or  such 
person  or  persons  as  the  Convention  or  Committee  of 
Safety  of  this  State  shall  appoint. 

That  Nathl.  Scribner  be  and  is  hereby  appointed  cap- 
tain, and  Joseph  Field  lieuicnant,  of  the  said  company  to 
be  raised  in  the  county  of  Dutches  ;  and  that  the  said  com- 
pany do  rendezvous  in  Fredericksburgh  and  South  East 
precincts  of  the  said  county,  and  be  subject  to  the  order  of 
the  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Stale,  and 
be  under  the  direction  of  tlie  committee  of  the  said  county 
of  Dutchess,  or  such  other  person  or  persons  as  the  Con- 
vention or  Committee  of  Safety  ol  this  State  shall  appoint. 

That  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  district  of 
the  manor  of  Livingston,  for  the  time  being,  be  the  muster- 
master  to  muster  the  company  to  be  raised  in  the  county 
of  Albany  ;  and  that  Col.  John  Field  be  appointed  muster- 
master  of  the  company  to  be  raised  in  Dutches  county. 
That  the  said  company  to  be  raised  in  tlie  county  of  Dutch- 
es, be  incorporated  and  deemed  a  part  of  the  corps  where- 
of Capt.  Melancton  Smith  is  commandant,  and  that  both 
the  companies  hereby  directed  to  be  raised,  be  enlisted  to 
continue  in  service  for  the  term  of  three  months,  unless 
sooner  discharged. 

The  application  of  Benjn.  Tusteen,  chairman  of  Go- 
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shen  precinct,  for  the  sense  of  Congress  rclr.live  to  certain 
Scotch  prisoners  stationed  in  Gostieii  by  the  committee  of 
prisoners;  also  a  letter  signed  Daniel  \V,iIker,  on  beliall' 
of  said  prisoners ;  and  also  a  letter  from  John  Broome, 
Esqr.  and  others  of  the  committee  of  prisoners,  were  re- 
ceived and  read,  and  committed  to  a  comnniiec,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Robert  Harper,  Mr.  Goiitine  and  Mr.  Unvler. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  Scott,  received  by  l.ioiit.  Molt,  with 
two  disaffected  persons,  vizt.  Gersham  Smith  and 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter,  lieutenant  and  prisoners,  be 
severally  referred  to  the  committee  for  detecting  conspi- 
rators. 

The  Committee  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning. 


DIE  MERCURII,  9  ho.  a.  ji. 

Ocir.  9lh,  1776. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

pKESENT — Col.  P.  R.  Livingston,  Prest. 
Mr.  R.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscombe — New-York. 
Major  Lockwood — Westchester. 
Mr.  Wm.  Smith— Sujfo/A;. 

Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Cuyler — Albany. 
Col.  AUisoQ — Orange. 
Mr.  Contine — Ulster. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  W.  Harper — Tryon. 
Dr.  Crane,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — Jhitches. 
Major  Webster — Charlotte. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  devise  means 
for  clothing  the  troops,  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

Resolved,  That  the  persons  hereafter  mentioned,  be  ap- 
pointed to  purchase,  at  the  cheapest  rate,  in  tiieir  seveial 
counties,  all  tiie  coarse  woollen  cloth,  Hnsey-woolsey,  blank- 
ets, woollen  hose,  mittens,  coarse  linen,  felt  hats,  and  shoes, 
fitting  for  soldiers,  and  that  they  have  the  linen  made  up 
into  shirts. 

That  Mr.  Stephen  Ward,  Gilbert  Strang  and  Phil.  Leak, 
be  appointed  for  the  county  of  Westchester,  and  that  the 
sum  of  £100  be  advanced  to  each  of  them,  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  the  above  mentioned  articles. 

That  William  Radlif  for  Rynebeck  and  North  East  pre- 
cincts ;  Saml.  Smith  for  Charlotte  and  Armenia  precincts ; 
Jonn.  Paddock  for  Phillips,  Fredoncksburgh  and  South  East 
precincts  ;  Isaac  Talman  for  Beekman  and  Pawlin;i  pre- 
cincts ;  and  Wykoff  for  Rumbouts  and  Poiighkeep- 
sie  precincts,  be  appointed  in  the  county  ol  DiUchos  ;  and 
that  the  sum  of  £100  be  advanced  to  each  of  tlicm,  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  the  above  mentioned  articles. 

That  John  Slcght,  Janr.  and  Abell  Belnap,  be  appoint- 
ed for  the  county  of  Ulster  ;  and  that  the  sum  of  .£'100  be 
advanced  to  each  of  ihcm,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
the  above  mentioned  articles. 

That  Capt.  John  A.  Fonda  of  the  manor  of  Livingston, 
Peter  Van  Ness  of  Claverack,  Baront  Van  Bcuren  ut  Kin- 
derhook,  Isaac  V.  Arnum  of  Albany,  Corns.  Cuyler  of 
Schenectady,  James  McGee  and  Henry  tjuackcnboss  of 
the  manor  of  Rensselaer,  Anthony  Van  Bergen  of  Cocsac- 
kie,  Henry  Oothout  of  Kallskill,  and  Johannes  Ball  of 
Schohary,  be  appointed  for  the  county  of  Albany ;  and 
that  the  sum  of  £100  be  advanced  to  each  of  them,  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  the  above  mentioned  articles. 

That  Col.  Benjn.  Tusteen  and  Teunis  Cuyper,  Esqr.be 
appointed  for  the  county  of  Orange,  and  that  the  sum  of 
£100  be  advanced  to  each  of  them  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing the  above  mentioned  articles. 

That  the  sums  of  money  affixed  to  the  names  of  the 
persons  in  each  county  above  mentioned,  be  paid  to  the 
said  persons  respectively,  or  their  order,  towards  purchas- 


I  ing  the  said  clothing,  and  that  they  transmit  an  account  of 
their  progress  from  lime  to  lime  to  the  President  of  the 

I  Convention  or  future  Legislature  of  this  State,  and  if  either 
of  them  shall  not  have  inoney  sufficient  for  the  payment  of 
such  of  the  said  articles  as  shall  be  by  either  ot  them  pur- 
chased, then  either  of  them  shall  have  power  Ui  draw  on 
the  President  for  such  sums  as  shall  appear  to  be  neces- 
sary, or  by  him  advanced,  allowing  to  each  of  tlu  m  5  per 
cent  for  his  trouble. 

The  Convention  were  informed  by  a  member  that  Capt. 
Benjn.  Coe,  who  lately  commanded  a  company  in  Col. 
Smith's  regiment,  on  Nassau  island,  is  in  distressed  cir- 
cumstances, and  that  from  his  muster  roll  of  the  lime  of 
said  company's  service,  it  appears  that  the  pay  due  to  him 
amounts  to  about  £20,  and  requests  that  he  mav  have  an 
order  on  the  Treasurer  for  that  sum  on  account.  There- 
fore, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Capt.  Benjn.  Coe,  of  Col.  Smith's  regiment,  drafted  from 
the  militia  on  Nassau  island,  the  sum  of  £20,  and  take  Iiis 
receipt  on  account  for  the  same,  on  the  settlement  of  the 
pay  rolls  of  the  said  regiment. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  behaviour  of 
the  Scotch  prisoners  at  Goshen,  in  the  county  of  Orange, 
as  represented  to  this  Convention  by  Col.  Teston,  chair- 
man of  the  committee  there  delivered  in  their  report,  which 
was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows  : 

That  as  the  said  prisoners  are  not  content  with  their  en- 
largement from  Close  confinement  and  privilege  to  labour 
as  the  said  committee  have  heretofore  permitted  them,  biii 
have  behaved  indecently  and  unbecomingly,  that  the  said 
committee  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  maintain  and 
provide  for  the  said  prisoners  in  any  such  way  and  manner 
as  to  them  shall  seem  most  consistent  with  llie  securitv  of 
the  said  prisoners,  the  safety  of  the  State,  and  with  the  re- 
solve of  the  Continental  Congress  in  that  case  made  and 
provided  :  Also  as  to  the  boys  among  the  said  prisoners  ; 
ihat  they  shall  be  put  out  to  such  service  and  in  such  fa- 
milies as  the  committee  shall  think  proper;  and  that  the 
said  bovs,  upon  their  behaving  impertinently  or  \inl'aithfully 
ill  their  said  service,  shall  be  subject  to  such  punishment 
from  their  respective  employers  or  masters  as  in  such  cases 
bv  custom  immemorial  lialh  been  hitherto  practised  in  this 
country  :  provided  nevertheless,  that  the  said  committee  be 
directed  to  see  that  the  said  boys  be  not  treated  with  cru- 
elty or  unnecessary  severities. 

Ordered,  That  ihe  President  write  a  letter  to  General 
Schuyler,  requesting  him  to  discharge  John  Tavlcr,  Esqr. 
from  any  service  to  which  he  may  be  appointed  by  Genl. 
Schuyler's  order,  that  Mr.  Taylor  may  be  employed  as  one 
of  the  committee  of  this  House  ordered  to  repair  to  Cum- 
berland county. 

The  Committee  were  informed  by  Col.  Tusteen,  chair- 
man of  the  present  committee  of  Goshen,  that  a  certain 
Richd.  Speight,  a  disaffected  person,  was  sent  from  New- 
"iork  sometime  since  to  Goshen,  to  remain  there  on  his 
parol,  is  with  his  wife  and  children  in  a  starving  condition, 
being  unable  to  support  himself  and  family. 

Ordercu,  That  tlie  committee  of  Goshen  precinct  be 
directed  to  allow  Richd.  Speight,  his  wife  and  children 
each  one  ration  of  provisions  per  day,  agreeable  to  the  ra- 
tions allowed  prisoners  of  war,  and  that  this  Convention 
will  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

Wednesday  Afternoon,  Oct.  9lh,  1776. 
The  Committee  of  Safely  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

rRKsr.NT— Col.  P.  R.  Livingston,  President. 

Mr.  .Moore,  Mr.  Contine,  Dr.  Crane,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  'Wm.  Harper, 
Mr.  .Mills,  Mr.  Dunscombe,  Major  Locliwood. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  Schuyler,  dated  at  Albany,  Oct.  7th, 
1776,  was  received  and  read,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

"Mhany,  October  7th,  1776. 
"  Sir — On  Saturday  last  I  received  sundry  despatches 
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I  pliiladelpliia.  Copy  of  Mr.  Hancock's  letter,  and  of 
V^l'^jolutions  of  Congress  of  the  25ili  ulto.  I  do  myself  the 
Luiiour  to  Uy  before  the  Convention.  By  the  contents  of  ilie 
fornier,  it  would  appear  as  if  Congress  still  considered  me 

commanding  in  this  department,  and  correspondent  to 
ihis  idea,  was  the  direction  of  the  letter.  If  so,  nothing 
could  be  more  insulting  than  that  commissioners  should 
be  sent  to  confer  with  any  officer  under  my  command, 
with  respect  to  the  army  in  this  department,  or  any  part  of  it. 

•'  This  treatment  would  fully  justify  me,  if  I  foibore  every 
act  as  commander-in-chief  of  this  department;  yet  the  prm- 
ciples  which  induced  me  to  accept  the  command  on  which 
I  have  acted  whilst  in  it,  and  which  I  trust  will  mark  every 
action  of  my  life,  will  not  permit  me  to  forbear  acting  until 
matters  are  put  into  such  a  proper  train  by  Congress,  as 
that  no  detriment  may  accrue  to  my  country.  Of  this  I 
have  advised  Congress,  and  signified  my  wish  that  I  may 
be  speedily  relieved. 

"  Convention  will  perceive  by  the  postscript  of  Mr.  Han- 
cock's letter,  that  Congress  has  referred  an  inquiry  into 
my  affairs  to  a  special  committee.  Although  I  have  the 
fullest  confidence  in  the  propriety  of  every  part  of  my  con- 
duct, and  in  the  honour  of  the  gentlemen  who  compose  the 
conuniltee,  yet  things  may  appear  in  a  quite  dilferent  point 
of  view  from  what  they  really  are,  to  persons  uninformed 
of  causes  and  facts,  which,  perhaps,  none  but  myself  can 
suggest.  I  have,  therefore,  entreated  Congress  to  suspend 
llieir  judgment  until  I  shall  have  had  an  opportunity  given 
me  of  being  heard — a  request  so  reasonable  that  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  refused  me.  But  if  it  is,  I  must  in  justifica- 
tion of  my  conduct  publish  my  letters  to  Congress,  with 
their  answers,  whatever  may  be  the  consequences,  for  I 
cannot  sacrifice  my  honour  to  any  considerations  what- 
ever. 

"  By  the  resolutions  of  Congress  to  enlist  88  battalions 
during  the  war,  I  perceive  that  this  State  is  to  raise  4  of 
them.  The  Convention  will  pardon  my  presumption  in 
mentioning  a  thought  on  the  subject. 

"  By  the  resolutions  of  Congress  the  soldiers  are  to  pay 
for  their  clothing,  the  price  of  which  is  now  so  excessively 
high,  that  I  fear  that  condition  will  greatly  impede  the  le- 
vies. Perhaps  it  would  be  best  to  determine  the  several 
articles  of  clothing  that  should  be  given  to  eacli  soldier,  and 
ascertain  what  stoppages  he  should  be  put  under  for  it; 
but  these  I  think  ought  very  little  to  exceed  the  price  that 
clothing  was  sold  at  before  the  present  troubles  arose. 
This,  with  the  bounty  olTercd  and  paid  immediately,  I  be- 
lieve would  induce  men  to  engage  vviih  alacrity. 

"  That  Siiiie  which  is  foremost  in  publishing  their  terms 
and  in  appointing  recruiting  officers  in  both  armies  to  enlist 
men,  I  conceive  will  meet  with  the  least  difficulties  in  do- 
ing it. 

"  I  should  imagine  that  many  of  the  New-Jersey  and 
Pennsylvania  soldiers  whose  terms  of  enlistment  expire  on 
llie  last  of  this  month,  would  re-engage. 

"I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

"  Your  mo.  obi.  lilile.  servant, 

"PH.  SCHUYLER. 

*'The  Hoable.  Abm.  Yates,  £sqr.  PrcsiUenl,  &c.'' 

A  copy  of  a  letter  to  Genl.  Schuyler,  from  the  Honble. 
John  Hancock,  dated  Scpr.  25th,  enclosing  copies  of  cer- 
tain resolves  of  Congress  of  the  same  date,  was  also  read, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  that  is  to  say : 

"  Philadelphia,  Sept.  27lh,  1776. 
"  Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  sundry  resolves 
which  aie  so  explicit  that  I  need  only  request  your  atten- 
tion to  them. 

"You  will  perceive  that  Congress  have  come  to  a  de- 
termination to  augment  our  army  to  88  battalions,  and  to 
engage  the  troops  to  serve  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  being  thoroughly  convinced  by  repeated  instances  that 
the  short  and  limited  enlistment  of  troops  has  been  the 
source  of  much  mischief  to  the  service.    In  order  that 


these  troops  may  be  better  disciplined,  the  Congress  have 
abolished  the  system  of  rules  and  articles  for  the  uovern- 
ment  of  the  army,  which  ihey  at  first  instituted,  and  have 
adopted  a  new  one,  sundry  copies  of  which  I  enclose  you. 

"  It  is  also  their  determination  that  the  strictest  disciphno 
should  be  kept  up  in  the  army  ;  ihat  tlie  soldiers  should  be 
daily  trained  and  practised  in  their  different  nianu-uvres.  Vii 
attention  to  these  things,  you  will  observe  by  the  enclosed 
resolves,  will  be  the  likeliest  way  to  attain  promoiion,  and 
will  be  the  surest  recommendation  to  their  notice. 

"  The  committee  of  Congress  to  confer  wiih  you  on  iho 
state  of  the  army,  &c.  will  set  out  to-morrow  or  ncxi  d  iv 
for  Tyconderoga.    To  them  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you,  and 
am  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem  and  regard,  sir, 
"  Your  mo.  obt.  and  very  hble.  servt 

"JOHN  HAiN'COCK,  I'r'est. 

"  Genl.  ScHDTLER." 

"P.  iS. — The  attention  of  Congress  has  been  so  much 
taken  up  by  our  affairs  at  New-York,  that  I  have  not  tune 
to  reply  to  your  several  letters,  but  hope  I  shall  have  lei- 
sure to  do  it  by  the  next  conveyance,  and  that  Congress 
will  soon  determine  on  the  subject  of  them.  They  are  now 
in  the  hands  of  a  special  committee." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letters  and  resolves  be  commit- 
ted to  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolutions 
of  Continental  Congress  for  raising  4  battalions  in  this 
Slate  to  serve  during  the  war,  and  that  Mr.  R.  R.  Living- 
ston and  Mr.  Cuyler  be  added  to  the  said  committee. 

The  Auditor-General,  by  a  note,  informed  the  Commit- 
tee that  Col.  Nicoll  and  Col.  Palmer  have,  in  their  accounts 
of  expenses  and  disbursements  for  transporting  the  cannon 
from  i\evv-York  to  Fort  George  last  spring  by  order  of  the 
Provincial  Congress,  charged  24s.  per  day  for  their  ser- 
vices, and  requests  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  thereon. 

The  same  was  immediately  taken  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  conimiltee,  That  Col. 
Nicoll  and  Col.  Palmer  be  allowed  10s.  per  day  each  for 
their  services  and  expenses  while  employed  in  that  service. 

A  petition  of  James  Wilson,  late  a  sailor  on  board  of  a 
Continental  privateer,  setting  foilh  his  indigence,  and  pray- 
ing for  some  relief : 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  pay  him  3  dollars,  and 
that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  repay  the 
Secretaries. 


THURSDAY  MORNING, 

Oclr.  mh,  1776. 

The  Committee  met. 

Phesent— Col.  P.  R.  Livingston,*  Prest. 

Ml-.  Wm.  Harper,*  Dr  Crane,  Col.  Van  Corllandt,  Major  Lockwood, 
Mr.  Paris,  Mr,  Cnnline,*  .Mr.  Dunscomb,'  Mr.  Stephens,  Jlr.  Adsate, 
Mr.  Ncwl<irlc,  Col.  Allison,  Mr.  Moore,*  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Gansevoort, 
Mr.  Roosevelt. 

The  letter  from  Genl.  James  Clinton  of  the  3d  inst.  re- 
lative to  £27  ils.  2c?.  by  him  deducted  from  the  pay  of 
Capt.  Robert  .^ohnson's  company,  pursuant  to  an  order  of 
the  Provincial  Coiioress  at  New-York  for  the  like  sum 
paid  to  Edward  Wm.  Kcirs,  as  expenses  accrued  by  the 
apprehending  of  I  3  deserters;  and  on  reading  the  certifi- 
cate of  Jolni  Price,  Junr.  assistant  paymaster,  dated  the 
18lh  June  last,  that  the  sum  of  £'3i  13s.  Ad.  for  ihe  pay 
of  thirteen  deserters  for  one  month,  was  deducted  from  the 
pay  of  the  said  company,  and  remained  in  the  paymaaler's 
hands. 

Ordered,  That  Brigadicr-Genl.  James  Clinton  do  pay 
to  the  said  Robert  Johnson  the  sum  of  ,£'27  lis.  2r/.  hy 
him  deducted,  and  that  the  said  sum  of  £'27  lis.  2d.  dis- 
bursed by  the  laic  Congress  of  this  State  for  the  appre- 
hending the  said  deserters  from  the  Continental  ariiiy,  be 
charged  to  the  Continent,  as  being  retained  in  the  hands  of 
the  Continental  Paymaster. 


V/..i!l  On.  i  ■'■ 


■  nil, 

;  r'i  .:V- 


.':    -  ,    '     '■  ■  ■  ■    -,  ^ 

,  '  ■  1  .i     -^Vil    llM'      ;    iT-J    '       '  ''^ 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 


669 


A  letter  from  his  Excellency  John  Hancock,  dated  the 
2nd  inst.  inclosing  resolutions  of  the  Coniinenlal  Conuress 
of  the  30lh  ulto.  providing  for  tiic  cxaniiiiation  of  candi- 
dates for  the  offices  of  surgeon  and  surgeon's  males  in  liie 
army,  was  received,  and  referred,  with  us  enclosures,  to  a 
committee,  consisting  of  Jlr.  Koosevclt,  Mr.  Van  Cort- 
landt  and  Mr.  Adgate. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  Greene,  informing  Congress  that 
Adjutant  Bradford,  of  Col.  Hitchcock's  brigade,  liad  brouglit 
a  horse  from  Long-Island,  after  ilie  battle,  which  belonged 
to  a  tory  named  Jacob  WykotT,  wliich  would  be  delivered 
to  their  order,  or  disposed  of  as  they  sliould  direct,  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  same  commutee. 

A  letter  from  Col.  Henry  Rcmsen,  dated  the  26th  Sepr. 
enclosing  the  accounts  of  .\lr.  Halleit,  relative  to  liis  ves- 
sel chartered  by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  was  read,  and 
the  consideration  thereof  ordered  to  be  postponed  until  the 
pieeting  of  the  Convention. 

A  letter  from  Johans.  ilcght,  relative  to  the  tea  stored  in 
Kingston,  and  requests  some  general  regulation  may  be 
made  concerning  tea,  was  read,  and  the  consideration  in 
like  manner  postponed  until  the  meeting  of  the  Convention. 

A  letter  from  Comfort  Sands,  Esqr.  the  Auditor-Gene- 
ral, requesting  that  two  members  be  appointed  and  autho- 
rized, with  the  said  Auditor-General,  finally  to  settle  and 
audit  the  accounts  of  Abm.  Livingston,  late  contractor  of 
provisions. 

Mr.  Evert  Bancker  and  Col.  Broome,  who  were  former- 
ly appointed  a  committee  for  that  purpose,  beuig  absent ; 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roosevelt  and  Mr.  Newkiik  be  ap- 
pointed a  committee  for  that  purpose. 

A  return  of  officers  for  three  companies  of  rangers,  to  be 
raised  in  Tryon  county,  signed  by  John  Fry,  chairman, 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  issue  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roosevelt,  .Mr.  Dunscombe  and  ]\Ir. 
Lockwood,  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  Mr.  Abraham 
Livingston  about  salting  pork  in  Westchester. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  issue  to  the  officers  of  the 
rangers  of  Gloucester  and  Cumberland  counties. 

Thursday  Afternoon,  Octor.  lOth,  1776. 
Present — Col.  Livingston,  Prest. 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livinsrston,  Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Pans, 
Mr.  Abm.  Yalcs,  Mr.  Adgate,  .Mr.  iVIills,  Air.  Dun?comb,  31r.  Moore, 
Mr.  Gansevoort,  Major  Lockwood,  .Mr.  JJuane,  Col.  Allison,  Wr.  \Vm. 
Smith,  Mr.  Contine,  Dr.  Crane,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  W.  Harper,  Mr. 
Sacket. 

A  letter  from  Tench  Tilgliman,  by  express,  dated  the 
9th  inst.  was  received,  and  is  in  the  woids  following  : 

"  Kead-Quarteks,  ) 
"  Harlem-Hcighli,  Sth  Oclr.  1776.  i 

"  Gentlejwen — About  8  o'clock  this  morning  the  Roc- 
buck  and  Phcenix,  of  44  guns  each,  and  a  frigate  about  20 
guns,  got  under  way  from  about  Bloominudalc,  where  they 
have  been  laying  some  time,  and  steered  on  with  an  easv 
southerly  breeze  towa'rds  our  chevanx-dc-frise,  which  we 
hoped  would  have  given  them  some  interruption,  while  our 
batteries  played  upon  them  ;  but  to  our  surprise  and  mor- 
tification, they  all  ran  throush  without  the  least  difficultv, 
and  without  receiving  the  least  apparent  damat'e  from  our 
forts,  which  kept  plaving  on  them  tiom  both  sides  of  the 
river.  How  far  they  intend  to  go  up,  I  dont  know ;  but 
His  Excellency  thought  fit  to  sive  you  the  earliest  intima- 
tion, that  you  may  put  Genl.  Clinton  on  his  suard  at  the 
Highlands ;  for  they  may  have  troops  concealed  on  board 
"wiln  intent  to  surprise  those  forts.  Jf  you  liave  any  stores 
on  the  water  side,  you  had  belter  have  tliem  removed  a  , 
second  time  ;  boards  especially,  for  which  we  shall  be  put 
to  great  straits  if  the  communication  should  be  cut  olf. 
The  enemy  have  made  no  move  on  the  land  side. 
"I  am,  gent,  your  mo.  obt.  scrvt. 

"TENCH  TILGHMAiV. 

"Honble.  Committee  of  Correspondence 

of  New-York." 
108 


;  "Be  pleased  to  forward  this  inteihgence  up  the  river, 
and  to  Albany.  The  two  new  ships  are  put  in  near  Col' 
Phillips's  ;  a  party  of  artillery,  with  two  12  pounders  and 
100  riflemen,  are  sent  up  to  endeavour  \o  secure  them." 

John  McDonald,  the  miner,  having  refused  to  receive 
the  sumof  £G,  ordered  on  the  21st  of  Augt.  last  to  be  paid 
to  him  for  the  use  of  Donald  Morrison, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  tliis  State  pay  the  said 
£6  to  the  said  Donald  Morrison,  on  his  execuini"  a  bond 
10  be  prepared  by  the  Secretary  to  Peter  R.  Livingston 
Esqr.  the  President,  conditioned  for  the  pavmcnt  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  ol  the  mihtia  of 
Ulster  county,  do  immediately  send  down  300  men  ot  the 
militia  of  the  county  of  Ulster,  to  PeekskiU,  well  armed 
and  accoutred,  with  three  days'  provisions. 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  on  the  south 
side  of  the  mountains,  or  Highlands,  in  the  county  of  Orange, 
be  directed  to  order  such  a  number  of  the  militia  from  that 
part  of  the  said  county  which  lays  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Highlands,  as  will  be  sufficient  to  guard  their  slioies  ;  and 
to  appoint  a  commissioner  to  supply  them  with  provisions  ; 
and  that  the  commanding  officer  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Highlands,  in  the  said  county,  order  one  hundred  of  the 
militia  from  the  north  side  of  the  Highlands  of  the  said 
county,  to  march  without  delay  to  Peekskill,  taking  with 
them  three  days'  provisions. 

Resolved,  That  Benjn.  Haight  and  Mathew  Harper  be 
commissioners  to  supply  them  with  provisions,  and  that 
this  Convention  will  provide  means  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pense. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  rangers  raised  in  the  county  of 
Ulster  repair  immediately  to  Fishkill  and  be  subject  to  the 
direction  of  the  committee  for  inquiring  into,  detecting  and 
depressing  all  conspiracies  formed  in  this  State  against  the 
liberty  of  America, 

draft  of  a  letter  to  Genl.  Schuyler  and  Genl.  Clinton, 
w-as  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  that 
IS  to  say  : 

"  Fishkill,  Octor.  Wlh,  1776. 

"  Sir — I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  of  Safely  of 
this  State,  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  yesterday  three 
of  the  enemy's  frigates  passed  the  obstructions  opposite  to 
Mount  Washington,  and  got  up  Hudson's  river  ;  that  we 
have  made,  from  time  to  time,  such  large  drafts  from  the 
militia  of  the  four  counties  adjoining  that  river,  thai  the  re- 
maining well  alfected  are  reduce)d  to  a  small  number,  and 
most  ot  the  disaficcted  in  this  State  are  on  the  cast  side  of 
Hudson's  river.  A  committee  specially  appointed  for 
the  purpose  by  the  Convention  of  this  State,  are  silting 
daily  to  frustrate  their  machinations,  and  several  who  had 
enlisted,  or  engaged  to  enlist  with  the  enemy,  have  been 
discovered,  apprehended,  and  are  sent  to  the  westward. 
.Many  perhaps  remain  undiscovered  ;  should  the  enemy 
and  the  dis.itlectcd  be  able  to  concert  measures,  so  as  to 
form  a  junction  of  the  latter  with  a  party  from  on  board  the 
ships  in  the  river,  the  Commiliee  of  Safety  arc  apprehen- 
sive of  the  want  of  a  very  speedy  assistance,  without  a  di- 
minuiion  of  the  main  army;  and  have,  therefore  taken  the 
liberty  to  despatch  a  copy  of  the  enclosed  resolution  to 
each  of  the  counties  therein  mentioned,  and  have  directed 
me  to  request  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  give 
sach  directions  as,  in  case  of  necessity,  may  afford  the 
most  speedy  succour. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

"  With  the  greatest  respect." 
Ordered,  That  two  copies  thereof  be  prepared,  and  one 
addressed  to  Genl.  Clinton,  and  the  other  to  Genl.  Schuy- 
ler. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington, 
was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  is  in  the  words  following : 

"  Fishkill,  lOlh  Octor.  1776. 
"  Sir — We  received  from  Mr.  Tilgliman  an  account  of 
the  enemy's  ships  having  gone  up  the  river,  and  have  de- 
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hed  expresses  to  Genl.  Schuyler  and  Genl.  Clinton, 
lo  vour  Excellency's  request.    Nolliins;  can  be 
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01  ore  a 
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We 


grc  daily  g^^^'"S  mosl  authentic  intelligence  of  bodies 
of  men  enlisted  and  armed,  with  orders  to  assist  the  ene- 
my We  much  fear  that  those  cooperating  with  the  ene- 
my will  seize  such  passes  as  will  cut  olf  ail  communica- 
tion between  the  army  and  us,  and  prevent  your  supplies. 

"  We  dare  not  trust  any  more  of  the  militia  out  of  this 
county.  We  have  called  for  some  aid  from  the  two  ad- 
joining ones,  but  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  your  Excellency 
the  propriety  of  sending  a  body  of  men  to  the  Highlands 
or  Peekskill  to  secure  the  passes,  prevent  insurrections 
and  overawe  the  disaffected. 

"  We  suppose  your  Excellency  has  taken  the  necessary 
steps  to  prevent  their  landing  of  any  men  from  the  ships, 
should  they  be  so  inclined,  as  no  rehance  at  all  can  be 
placed  on  the  militia  of  Westchester  county." 


DIE  VENERIS,  9  ho.  a.  m. 

Odor,  nth,  1776. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present— P-  R.  Livingston,  Esqr.  Presidt. 
Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Roosevelt — -Ytit-1  orfc. 
Col.  Van  CorllanJt,  Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Uitis— Westchester. 
Col.  Livingston,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate — ilbany. 
Col.  Allison — Orange. 
Mr.  W.  Smith— Si//o/fc. 
Dr.  Crane,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston— Du/cAe*. 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  IMr.  Paris,  jSIr.  Newkerk— rryon. 
Mr.  Conline— J7/s(€r. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 
Major  Webster— CAar/oHc. 

The  resolution  of  yesterday  for  sending  300  men  from 
Ubter  county  lo  Peekskill,  being  reconsidered. 

Resolved,  That  the  militia  of  the  county  of  Ulster  and 
the  northern  part  of  Orange  county  shall  not  continue  in 
service  longer  than  one  fortniglit  alter  their  arrival  at  tlieir 
stations,  within  which  time  this  Convention  will  provide 
vays  and  means  to  have  them  relieved  from  the  more  re- 
mote counties,  from  whom  no  immediate  support  can  be 
derived 

Rrsolved.  That  letters  be  written  to  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  counties  of  Fairfield  and  Litclifield  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  informing  them  of  the  reasons  that 
vre  have  to  apprehend  insurrections  in  this  State,  if  the 
measures  of  the  disaffected  should  be  seconded  by  the 
enemy  who  are  now  in  Hudson's  river,  and  requesting 
that  they  will  hold  their  miliiia  in  readiness  to  lend  us 
every  necessary  assistance  in  case  of  such  an  event. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  be  sent 
to  His  Excellency  Govr.  Trumbull,  and  that  he  be  re- 
quested lo  order  the  same  to  be  carried  into  effect. 

The  draft  of  a  lelicr  to  the  commanding  officers  of 
Fairfield  and  Litchfield  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is 
as  follows  : 

"Sir — Three  of  the  enemy's  ships  of  war  having  pass- 
ed our  fortifications  near  Kmiz's  Bridge  and  proceeded  up 
Hudson's  river  to  within  a  lew  miles  of  the  Highlands, 
and  from  the  number  of  disatilcied  persons  in  this  and 
Westchester  county,  we  have  reason  lo  apprehend  they 
meditate  the  landing  some  troops  in  tins  neighbourhood, 
and  by  that  means  give  those  deluded  wretches  an  oppor- 
tunity of  joining  them,  and  thereby  forming  a  body  supe- 
rior to  the  few  well-effected  militia  who  are  not  drafted 
into  the  service.  The  zealous  attaclimenis  of  your  militia 
to  the  common  cause  of  America,  and  the  willingness 
^ith  which  they  stepped  forth  to  the  assistance  of  this 
Sute  when  called  upon  on  a  late  occasion,  render  any  ar- 
guments unnecessary  to  induce  them  to  hold  themselves 


in  readiness  to  come  to  our  aid,  on  the  shortest  notice  re- 
quisite. 

"  I  have  the  honr.  to  be,  &c." 
The  resolution  of  inst.  fixing  the  pay  of  Colonels 

Palmer  and  Nicoll  at  6y.  being  reconsidered,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  they  be  allowed  lUs.  per  d.iy  each. 
Resolved,  That  Saml.  Arthur  be  and  is  hereby  appoint- 
ed inspector  of  flour  in  the  northern  part  of  ()r.iii>»c  and 
southern  parts  of  Ulster  counties  ;  that  Dirck  ^\'yll!ioop, 
Junr.  Esqr.  be  and  is  hereby  also  appointed  insocrtor  of 
flour  at  Kingston  ;  that  each  of  them  be  governed  in'  the 
regulations  published  in  the  last  act  of  the  (General  .Vs- 
sembly  of  the  Colony  of  New-York  until  luiihor  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  send  for  Messrs.  Dc  W'm, 
Tappen  and  Jo.  Sinith. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerard  Banckcr,  ilie 
deputy  treasurer  of  this  State,  proceed  to  PhilaJcijiKia 
and  apply  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  to  receive  the 
money  lately  voted  to  this  Convention  by  Congress  ;  tim 
Mr.  Bancker's  receipt  shall  be  a  sufficient  discharne  for 
such  sum  as  he  may  receive  on  account  of  this  State  in 
pursuance  of  this  order  ;  that  Mr.  Bancker  take  to  his  as- 
sistance Col.  Birdsall ;  and  that  he  be  and  is  hereby  autho- 
rized from  time  to  time  to  procure  any  other  guard  or  fur- 
ther assistance  he  shall  think  necessary  for  the  sate  con- 
veyance of  the  said  money  to  the  treasury  of  this  State. 
And, 

Ordered  and  Resolved,  That  William  Floyd,  Esqr,  one 
of  the  Delegates  of  this  State,  be  and  he  is  hereby  autho- 
rized to  draw  on  the  treasury  of  this  State  for  such  sum 
of  money  as  he  may  have  present  occasion  for,  and  re- 
ceive the  same  at  Philadelphia  out  of  the  money  lately 
voted  to  this  State  by  Congress. 

Friday  Afternoon,  Octr.  llth,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Col.  Livingston,  Presidt. 

Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Lockwood,  Col.  Allison,  Col.  Living- 
ston, Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Adirate,  M.  Contine,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper, 
-Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  .Schcnk,  Mr.  Paris. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Ebenezer  Woodhull  the  sum  of  200  on  account  of  the  pay 
and  subsistence  of  the  Orange  county  troop  of  li::ht  horse 
some  time  ago  called  into  service  by  Brigadicr-Geni.  Geo. 
Clinton,  and  that  Capt.  Woodhull  be  accountable  for  the 
expenditure  thereof. 


SATURDAY  MORNING, 

Oct.  I2(h,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

rRESF.NT — Col.  Livingston,  Presidt, 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Dunscombe — Nev>-York. 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Mills,  Major  Lockwood — Westchester. 

Col.  Livingston,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgale — Jilbany. 

Col.  Allison — C  range. 

Genl.  Bayley— (5/ouccs((T. 

Mr.  W.  Sinitli,  Mr.  GithUm— Suffolk. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  W.  Harper,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 
Mr.  Contine — Ulster. 
Mr.  Schenk — Dutches. 
Mr.  Webster — Charlotte. 
Mr.  Stevens —C'/m6€Wa7i(i. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  Clinton,  dated  the  lOlh  inst.  request- 
ing that  certain  arrearages  of  bounty  due  to  his  brigade 
may  be  sent  by  Cnj.  Hnminond,  was  read,  and  committed 
to  Col  Allison,  Mr.  Schenk  and  Mr.  Yates. 

A  letter  from  Col  Hay,  dated  llie  10th  inst.  requesting 
arms  and  provisions  for  his  regiment,  to  enable  liiem  to  re- 
sist the  enemy,  should  they  attempt  to  land  from  the  ves- 
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sels  on  the  western  shore  of  Hudson's  river,  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  same  commiltee. 

A  long  letter  from  John  Sloss  Hobart,  dated  at  Fairfield 
the  7t!i  inst.  was  received  and  read,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"Fairfield,  Odor.  ~th,  1T7C. 

"  Gentlemen — I  wrote  to  Convention  trom  the  camp 
at  King's  Bridge,  giving  an  account  of  the  progress  I  had  | 
made  in  negotiating  the  exchange  of  (Jcnl.  Woodhull  :  | 
since  which  I  have  received  tliu  mclanclioly  intelhgcnce  of  | 
his  death.    The  wound  in  his  arm  inorlificd — the  arm  was 
taken  oif — but  the  mortification  still  continued,  and  in  a 
few  days  put  an  end  to  that  useful  life.    He  was  attend- 
ed in  his  dying  moments  by  his  lady,  who  was  permuted 
to  remove  the  corpse  to  his  seat,  where  it  was  interred 
about  tiie  23d  ulto.    These  particulars  I  have  from  Capt. 
Strong,  of  Jslip,  by  whose  door  the  procession  passed  in 
it  way  to  St.  George's. 

"  In  a  day  or  two  after  my  arrival  here,  Genl.  Clinton 
called  upon  me  by  desire  of  Genl.  Washington,  to  attend  at 
a  council  of  war,  to  be  held  at  New-Haven,  from  whence 
I  returned  not  till  Saturday  evening.  I  shall  unavoidably 
be  detained  two  or  lliree  weeks,  in  order  to  get  my  family 
fixed  for  the  winter,  but  in  the  mean  time  shall  send  Ketch- 
am  to  the  Highlands  (say  Fish  Kills)  as  soon  as  a  guard 
can  be  procured  ;  at  present  every  one  is  employed  in  for- 
warding the  militia  from  New-Hampshire  and  Massachu- 
setts, who  are  marching  to  the  number  of  near  6,000  to 
join  the  main  and  grand  armies. 

"  By  some  late  accounts  from  Long  island  I  learn  that 
200  infantry  and  100  cavalry  were  at  Huntington  in  order 
to  force  the  people  who  had  been  in  our  army  to  join  the 
British  troops;  this  measure  will  drive  the  people  to  despe- 
lation,  and  if  it  can  be  accomplished  most  of  them  will  quit 
the  country.  I  hope  Genl.  Washington  will  attempt  to  assist 
them  in  it ;  much  has  already  been  done  by  Lieut.  Col. 
Livingston,  who,  with  the  zeal  and  activity  of  an  excellent 
-officer  has  greatly  assisted  the  people  at  the  east  end  of  the 
island  in  removing  their  families  and  effects,  but  many  ot  i 
them  are  without  the  means  of  support  with  them,  winch 
will  occasion  great  difficulties,  should  a  number  more 
under  the  same  circumstances  come  over,  it  will  be  loo 
great  a  charge  upon  the  charity  of  individuals  in  this 
State. 

"  The  provision  made  by  Convention  is  inadequate  to 
the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  indigent  from  the  island, 
even  supposing  they  were  to  remove  into  our  own  Stale  ; 
for  certificates  of  indigency  from  the  chairman  of  cominil- 
tees  being  necessary  to  entitle  to  maintenance,  such  can- 
not be  had,  for  as  soon  as  the  necessity  of  removing  took 
place,  the  committees  universally  declined  acting,  so  thai 
the  resolve  intended  for  their  relief  became  of  no  effect, 
and  they  would  fail  of  the  intended  relief  in  any  part  of 
New-York  ;  but  here  where  the  purity  of  intention  where- 
with the  Convention  was  actuated  is  not  known.  If  the 
resolve  stands  in  its  present  form  I  fear  il  will  be  consiru 
ed  into  a  design  to  delude  the  refugees  and  iliose  who  shall 
entertain  them.  Some  further  reuulations  are  necessary 
if  any  thing  is  inienilcd  to  be  done  lor  those  uriliappy  sut- 
ferers.  The  Assembly  of  tiiis  Stale  are  to  sit  in  a  lew  days 
at  New-Haven  ;  and  I  trust  will,  upon  appliciiion,  give  all  the 
assistance  we  can  reasonably  ask.  I  hope  Convcniiun  will 
not  think  me  impertinently  troublesome  on  llils  subject ; 
my  heartaches  at  every  pore  when  I  consider  the  deplora- 
ble situation  to  which  ihe  people  whom  I  have  ihe  honour 
to  represent  are  reduced — a  people  who,  wiitiout  boasiini.', 
were  as  warmly  attached  to  ihe  common  cause,  aud  who 
as  cheerfully  obeyed  the  orders  of  Convention  as  any  in 
the  State.  Upon  the  retreat  of  the  army  from  the  islan<), 
they  viewed  themselves  as  abamloned  by  ilie  Convention, 
the  Continent,  and  expecting  llie  enemy  hourly  among 
.  them,  a  general  removal  appeared  impracticable;  besides 
to  quit  their  pleasant  habitations  and  throw  themselves, 
with  their  tender  connections,  upon  the  charity  of  an  un- 


known world,  was  a  degree  of  apathy  to  which  they  had 
not  yet  arrived.  In  a  fit  of  despair  they  laid  down  "their 
arms,  and  made  an  unconditional  submission  to  what  they 
supposed  the  inquiring  army  ;  the  people  at  lame  being 
thus  brought  to  terms,  ihey  found  it  less  difficult  by  threats 
to  induce  the  individuals  who  had  formerly  held  commis- 
sions under  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  to  resume  the  ex- 
ecution of  their  offices  ;  being  well  led  into  the  snare, 
every  measure  tended  lo  draw  the  nfit  closer  about  them. 
Notwithstanding  which,  I  am  from  the  best  authoritv  in- 
formed that  they  are  accused  by  Mr.  Tryon  and  ins'  mi- 
nions of  having  submitted  only  the  better  to  cover  their 
intention  of  removing,  and  that  unless  the  young  men  do 
voluntarily  take  up  arms  against  their  counlrv,  an  invete- 
rate and  disappointed  soldiery  will  be  let  loose  upon  liiem. 
These  considerations  induce  me  earnestly  to  wish  iliat 
some  measures  may  be  taken  to  induce  the  people  to  quit 
the  island,  by  olTering  a  support  to  those  who  cannot  main- 
tain themselves — the  aged  and  infirm  must  be  maintained 
at  the  public  expense. 

"  A  regiment  of  Long  island  refugees  would  provide  a 
support  for  many  of  ihe  young  men  sliould  the  Convention 
adopt  the  idea  ;  there  are  many  officers  in  Genl.  Scott's 
brigade  who,  together  with  some  of  Col.  Smith's  regi- 
ment now  on  this  side,  would  make  an  exceeding  good 
corps  ;  should  Genl.  Washington  send  a  bodv  of  troops  on 
to  the  island,  it  will  be  necessary  to  destroy  every  thing 
that  would  be  of  service  tu  the  enemy  to  prevent  its  falling 
into  their  hands.  I  beg  leave  to  submit  whether  it  will 
not  be  proper  to  hold  out  the  prospect  of  compensation  in 
order  to  induce  the  people  the  more  cheerfully  to  assist  in 
destroying  their  own  property. 

"  Give  me  leave  before  I  conclude  this  long  letter,  to 
suggest  the  propriety  of  filling  up  the  two  vacant  reciiments, 
late  McDougall's  and  Clinton's  ;  your  officers  by  the  de- 
lay will  loose  the  opportunity  of  raising  so  fast  in  the  Con- 
tinental army  as  those  of  the  other  Stales  ;  there  is  some 
uneasiness  in  the  fiist  regiment  on  the  subject  of  rank, 
that  matter  may  now  be  accommodated  to  general  satis- 
faction. 

"  I  have  the  honr.  to  be, 

"  With  the  greatest  respect,  gentlemen, 
,  "  Your  mo.  obi.  hble.  servant, 

JOHN  SLOSS  HOBART. 

"  To  tlie  Honble.  the  Convention  of  New-York." 

Ordered,  To  lay  on  the  table  till  Monday. 

A  letter  from  Saml.  Ten  Broeck,  chairman  pro  tern,  of 
the  manor  of  Livingston,  dated  the  9lh  Octor.  mentioning 
that  the  disaffected  are  numerous  and  troublesome  ;  and 
slating  the  efforts  that  are  making  to  apprehend  Ihem,  was 
read. 

Another  letter  from  Saml.  Ten  Broeck,  chairman,  &c. 
dated  the  lOlh  inst.  complaining  of  the  outrages  of 
the  lories,  and  staling  that  any  effort  to  apprehend  them 
must  prove  ineffectual  from  the  number  of  disaffected  per- 
sons in  each  company,  who  give  notice  of  the  measures 
taken  lo  secure  them,  and  requesting  that  a  company  of 
60  men  bp  raised  for  that  service,  was  also  read. 

A  letter  from  Peirus  Van  Gaasbeck,  cliairman  of  the 
committee  of  the  manor  of  Livingston,  mentioning  the 
outrages  of  the  lories  in,  upon  and  into  ihe  houses  of  some 
of  the  inhabitants,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  three  last  mentioned  letters  be  refer- 
red lo  Mr.  Adgate  and  Mr.  Gelston. 

A  letter  from  Wm.  Paulding  dated  the  10th  inst.  a  let- 
tcr  from  John  (lavino,  also  a  letter  from  Rynier  Van 
Howicn  of  ttie  9lh  insU  relating  respectively  to  Capt.  Un- 
derhill,  a  disaffected  pjerson  in  Westchester  county,  were 
re;id. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  mentioned  three  letters  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  for  delecting  and  defeating  conspi- 
racies. 

Tiie  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolutions  of 
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CciiCTess  of  the  30th  Sepr.  and  the  letter  from  the  Honbie. 
John  Hancock  of  the  2nd  of  Oclr.  made  a  report  of  a  let- 
igr  10  the  Continental  Congress,  whicli  was  read,  and  the 
con?ideralion  thereof  postponed  until  Monday. 

Tlie  committee  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  letter  from 
Gcnl.  Greene  relative  to  the  horse  broiiglit  from  Long  is- 
land by  Wm.  Bradford,  adjutant  to  Col.  Hitchcock's  regi- 
ment, reported. 

On  motion  of  Wm.  Duer, 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  Convention  furnish 
themselves  with  arms  and  ammunition  to  prevent  a  sur- 
prise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Moore  view  the  arms  in  Mr.  Sac- 
kett's  care,  at  the  landing,  and  report  the  state  in  which 
they  are,  and  the  number. 

A  certificate  from  Saml.  Tudor,  Stephen  Seaman  and 
geven  other  persons  at  the  ship  yards  at  Poughkcepsie, 
dated  the  10th  inst.  was  read  They  tiiereby  certify  that 
William  Warne  hath  continued  there  the  lime  directed  by 
tlie  Convention,  during  which  time  he  hath  laboured  dih- 
gently,  and  behaved  himself  peaceably  and  quieily,  and 
otherwise  much  to  their  satisfaction  ;  and  they  recommend 
him  to  the  favour  of  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  certificate  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  for  detecting  conspiracies,  &:c. 

The  committee,  &c.  reported  the  following  by  way  of 
resolves  : 

"Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  Brigadier- 
Gcnl.  Clinton's  and  Col.  A.  H.  Hay's  letters  of  the  10th 
Octor.  inst.  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report : 

"Resolved,  That  the  levies  of  100  men  orded  to  be 
raised  in  the  notlhern  part  of  Orange  county  for  the  defence 
of  the  fortifications  at  Peekskill  and  in  Westchester  coun- 
ty, be  ordered  to  march  immediately,  and  put  themselves 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Hay  at  Haverstraw,  on  the 
west  side  of  Hudson's  river  in  Orange  county. 

"  Resolved,  That  500  dollars  be  sent  to  Col.  Hay  on  ac- 
count of  supplies  for  the  troops  under  his  command,  and 
beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  draft  of  a  letter  enclosing 
the  foregoing  resolves. 

*'  With  respect  to  the  letter  of  Genl.  Clinton,  your  com- 
mittee also  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  draft  of  a 
letter  in  answer  thereto." 

An  answer  to  the  letter  from  Col.  Hay,  was  read  and 
approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Octor.  nth,  1776. 
"  Sir — I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  yours  of  the 
10th  inst.  came  to  hand.  You  will  see  by  the  resolve  of 
this  House,  copy  of  wliicli  you  have  enclosed,  that  a  rein- 
forcement of  100  men  from  the  north  part  of  Orange  coun- 
ty, are  to  join  you  as  soon  as  they  can  be  levied.  I  am 
also  directed  to  send  you  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  Van  HoiUen, 
$500  for  the  Commissary,  to  buy  provisions  for  the  troops, 
a  sum  probably  less  than  you  may  want,  but  wc  hope  be- 
fore you  have  expended  this  our  treasury  will  be  reple- 
nished, or  your  troops  ordered  to  be  victualled  by  the 
Continental  Commissary. 

"  I  am.  sir,  your  mo.  obt.  servant. 

"  Colo.  Hat." 

A  letter  from  Tench  Tilghman,  dnted  the  9th  inst.  con- 
cerning 10  tons  of  gunpowder,  at  Windsor,  and  another 
letter  from  same  person,  dated  lOih  inst.  mentioning-  that 
the  enemy's  ships  still  continue  laying  off  Tarry  Town, 
Were  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Van  Corllandt,  Mr.  Contine  and 
Mr.  Duane  be  a  committee  to  secure  llie  powder  mention- 
ed in  Mr.  Tilghman's  letter,  and  remove  it  to  a  place  of 
safety. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  were  informed  by  a  member, 
that  Is,  Kelcham  lately  ordered  by  the  Convention  of  the 
Slate  to  be  .sent  to  this  place  under  guard,  is  now  in  iho 
guard-house,  under  the  care  of  Capt.  Parks'  company. 


Ordered,  That  Is.  Kelcham,  be  left  to  the  disposition 
of  the  committee  for  detecting  conspiracies. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Saml.  Ten  Bioeck,  Esqr.  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  the  manor  of  Livingston,  was  read,  and 
is  as  follows  : 

"  In  Committee  OF  Safety,  ) 
"  For  the  Smte  ol'NVw-Ycrk,  S 
■Ftshkill,  I2th  Oclr.  Um  ) 

"Sir — ^Yours  of  the  9th  and  lOili  mst.  liave  W.cn  re- 
ceived, and  laid  before  the  Committee.  Thev  h;ul  some 
days  before  been  convinced  that  more  effectual  nic.iMires 
were  necessary  to  be  taken  for  the  safely  of  your  ili>trict, 
and  had  come  into  the  enclosed  resolutions,  copies  ot  whicli 
were  sent  forward  on  the  Btii  inst. 

"It  is  hoped  instead  of  the  number  of  men  you  request 
the  company  ordered  lo  be  raised  will  be  sufficient  tu  nn- 
swer  every  purpose  intended.  In  the  mean  time,  I  am  di- 
rected to  assure  you  that  the  Committee  will  aflbrd  vou 
every  necessary  assistance  iu  their  power. 

"  I  am,  sir,  &c. 

"  S.4MI,.  Te.n'  Broeck,  Esqr.  Sic." 

Saturday  Afternoon,  Octor.  I2th,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  ad- 
journed till  to-morrow  morning. 


SUNDAY  MORNING, 

Octr.  13th,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  ad- 
journed till  to-morrow  morning,  to  go  to  church. 


MONDAY  MORNING, 

Octor.  UiJi,  1776. 

Present — Col.  Livingston,  Prest. 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr,  Harper,  Mr.  Jay — 
New-Yorle, 

Mr.  Mills,  Colo.  Van  CortlaniIt—ires(cAei<cr.       r         '    .  ' 
Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr  Cuyler,  Mr.  Adgate,  Colo-  Li- 
vingston— Jllbany. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  BIr.  Paris,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  Gehlon— Suffolk. 

Mr-  Sackett,  Mr-  R.  R.  Livingston — Dutches. 

Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Duer— C/mr/oWe. 

Major  Parks,  M.  Contine — Ulster. 

Colo.  Allison — Orange.  .  i 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Colo.  Bailey— G/ouccs(er. 

Mr.  Moore  reported  that  he  had  been  at  the  landing,  and 
viewed  the  arms  in  Mr.  Sacketl's  care  ;  that  out  of  63 
anus  and  2  barrels,  13  appear  lo  be  fit  for  immediate  use, 
with  a  little  cleaning  and  repair  ;  the  rest  are  m  very  bad 
order. 

Ordered,  That  the  13  arms  be  immediately  repaired  by 
Mr.  McCaverj,  and  that  the  rest  of  the  arms  be  sent  to 
Poughkeepsie,  lo  Mr.  Jno.  Schenk,  who  is  requested  to 
get  them  repaired,  and  sent  down  to  this  Convention  with- 
out delay. 

A  letter  from  Thomas  Randall,  dated  the  10th  inst.  ac- 
companying a  letter  from  Tlios.  Quigley,  lieutenant  of  the 
schooner  Putn.im,  dated  6th  inst. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  resolution  directing  the 
sale  of  the  said  sciiooner,  be  transmitted  lo  Capt.  Randall. 

Mr.  Gelston  informs  that  l,000lbs.  of  gunpowder  which 
had  been  sent  by  this  State  into  Suffolk  county,  is  removed 
to  Say  Brook,  in  Connecticut;  that  there  is  also  a  quanti- 
ty of  saltpetre  in  that  State,  which  he  had  purchased  in 
Suffolk  county  for  the  State. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Gelston  and  Mr.  Duane  be  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  state  of,  and  devise  ways  and 
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means  to  secure  the  gunpowder  and  saltpetre  lately  re- 
moved from  Suffolk  county  into  Conneciiciil,  inenlioiiud  to 
tlie  Convention  by  Mr.  Gelston  ;  and  also  to  inqvure  where 
the  arms  are  which  were  removed  from  liiat  county  by 
Colo.  Livingston. 

Mr.  Gelslon  further  informed,  that  he  has  in  his  hands 
225  dollars,  belonging  to  this  Slate,  which  he  received  of 
Colo.  Josiah  Smith,  of  Suffolk  county,  being  part  of  the 
gross  sum  advanced  to  Colo.  Smith,  to  discharge  the  one- 
half  of  the  bounty  engaged  to  his  regiment. 

Ordered,  That  JMr.  Gelston  pay  the  said  223  dollars  to 
the  Treasurer  of  this  Convention,  and  take  his  receipt  lor 
the  same,  which  shall  be  a  full  indemnification  for  Mr. 
Gelston  for  the  same. 

A  letter  from  Wm.  Floyd,  dated  at  Haerlem,  the  lllh 
inst.  enclosing  two  resolutions  of  Congress  :  the  one  rela- 
tive to  Genl.  Schuyler,  the  other  respecting  clothing  lor 
the  troops. 

A  letter  from  our  Delegates  at  Congress,  dated  the  7th 
inst.  enclosing  Mr.  Hunter's  receipt  for  100,000  dollars,  to 
be  by  him  conveyed  to  this  Convention  ;  which  sura  was 
received  by  the  Secretaries  in  the  absence  of  the  Tiea- 
surer,  who  gave  their  joint  receipt  for  the  same,  and  this 
morning  the  money  was  by  them  delivered  to  the  Trea- 
surer. 

Whereas,  it  hath  become  absolutely  necessary  for  ilie 
defence  of  this  State,  that  a  body  of  troops  should,  witliout 
delay,  be  assembled  at  or  near  this  place  :  And  whereas, 
accommodations  for  the  said  troops  cannot  be  speedily  pro- 
vided in  any  other  manner  than  by  putting  them  in  houses 
or  buildings  belonging  to  the  public  :  Akd  whereas,  the 
house  owned  and  built  near  this  place  by  the  donations  of 
divers  well  disposed  persons,  for  the  purpose  of  an  acade- 
my for  the  education  of  youth,  hath  not,  for  a  long  time 
past,  been  applied  to  thai  use,  but  is  now  only  occupied  as 
a  dwelling  house  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Chauncey  Graliam, 
who  formerly  presided  over  ihe  said  academy  :  A.\d 
WHEREAS,  notwithstanding  the  pressing  necessity  this  Con- 
vention hath  for  the  use  of  the  said  house  has  been  com- 
municated lo  Mr.  Graham  by  a  committee  of  this  house, 
he  declines  relinquishing  the  possession  thereof;  and  it 
being  inconsistant  with  the  duty  which  this  house  owe  to 
their  constituents  to  permit  individuals  to  occupy  puhhc 
buildings  when  the  same  are  wanted  for  public  use  :  There- 
fore, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Revd.  Mr.  Chauncey  Graham, 
do,  within  one  week  from  ihis  day,  remove  Iroin  the  said 
academy. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  £40  be  paid  to  the  said 
Chauncey  Graham  as  a  compensation  for  the  trouble  and 
expense  he  may  be  put  to  by  the  aforesaid  order. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  commiilee  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose, be  directed  forthwith  to  put  the  said  house  in  a  pro- 
per stale  for  the  reception  of  Iroops,  and  that  the  sum  of 
£100  be  paid  into  their  hands  for  that  purpose. 

Colo.  Luddington  informed  a  member  that  he  has  20  or 
more  arms  taken  from  disailected  persons,  now  in  his  pos- 
session, and  requests  to  know  how  they  shall  be  disposed 

of.  ,  , 

Ordered,  That  Colo.  Luddington  send  all  tlie  arms  in 
his  possession,  (taken  from  disatfected  persons.)  lo  this 
commiilee,  without  delay,  and  that  he  send  iiis  account  for 
repairing  them  to  the  Auditor-General. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane, 

Resolved,  That  Genl.  James  Clinton,  commanding  the 
fortressrs  in  ihe  Higlilands,  be  requested  lo  give  directions 
that  all  boats  passing  up  and  down  the  nvcr,  be  diligently 
searched,  and  the  passengers  carefully  examined,  and  such 
as  sh^ll  be  suspected  secured  ;  and  that  for  his  passes, 
besides  ihe  usual  sentries,  a  barge  be  manned  and  kept 
in  motion  in  the  river  opposite  to  each  fort,  every  mchl ; 
and  that  the  General  be  further  requested  to  cive  orders 
for  taking  up  and  securing  in  a  place  of  safely,  all  the 
row  boats,  barges  and  small  craft,  between  the  forts  in 


the  Highlands  and  the  army,  to  prevent  those  falling  into 
the  enemy's  hands,  and  their  gaining  intcllitrence. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  be  sent  lo  General  Clinton. 

The  committee  apppointed  on  the  12ili  insi.  to  have  the 
gunpowder  lately  brought  lo  New-Windsor  landing  removed 
lo  places  of  safety,  reported, 

"  That  there  is  not  any  quantity  of  gunpowder  belonging 
to  the  public  now  at  that  landing.  That  they  are  intorincd 
that  the  5  tons  of  gunpowder  which  arrived  at  jNcw-Wmd- 
sor  from  Philadelphia,  was  immediately  carried  down  to 
Fori  Constitution,  and  there  lodged,  from  whciice  part  of 
it,  by  order  of  llie  commanding  oihcer,  has  been  taken  to 
Fort  Independence,  and  placed  in  such  manner  as  to  sup- 
ply the  iroops  or  militia  tiiere.  That  the  powder  brou^nt 
from  the  mill  of  Messrs.  Wisner  and  Pliillipse  to  iN'cw- 
Windsor,  was  immediately  put  on  board  of  a  proper  ves- 
sel for  the  purpose,  to  be  transported  to  Spytden-Duyvel 
creek.  Mr.  Phillips,  one  of  ihe  manufacturers,  proceeded 
with  the  vessel  with  the  powder.  The  enemy's  ships  hav- 
ing got  up  the  river  before  the  vessel  with  the  powder  could 
reach  her  destination.  Information  is  received  that  Mr. 
Phillips,  who  was  at  Pcekskill  with  the  powder,  intended 
lo  land  it  there,  and  proceed  by  land.  That  a  letter  l;as 
been  sent  by  Mr.  SlcKesson,  one  of  tlic  Secretaries,  to  the 
owners  of  the  two  powder  mills  near  Goshen,  requesting 
them  not  to  send  any  gunpowder  to  the  river  side  until  fur- 
ilier  order." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  report  be  immediately 
sent  to  Genl.  Washington. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Contine  be  added  to  the  lead  and 
brimstone  committee,  and  that  three  of  the  said  committee 
be  a  quorum. 

Certain  resolutions  proposed  by  Jlr.  R.  R.  Livingston 
for  purchasing  all  the  stock  and  gram  in  Westchester  coun- 
ty, were  read  and  agreed  to,  and  are  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, that  is  to  say  : 

Resolved,  That  a  commissary  be  appointed  immediately 
to  repair  to  the  counly  of  Westchester,  lo  pnrcliase  all  the 
cattle  fit  for  the  use  of  the  army  within  that  county,  and 
drive  them  down  to  ihe  army  at  King's  Bridge,  as  fast  as 
I  ihey  may  he  wanted  ;  provided  that  so  miicli  shall  be  left 
i  .IS  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  families 
I  from  whom  the  same  shall  be  taken. 

I  Resolved,  Tlial  if  any  person  shall  refuse  to  part  with 
his  cattle,  at  a  reasonable  price,  thai  the  commissary  be 
directed  lo  drive  them  down  to  the  army,  and  return  ic  ihe 
owner  llie  money  for  which  they  sold,  after  deducting  the 
contingent  charge. 

Resolved,  Thai  all  the  hides  of  the  cattle  so  driven  and 
killed,  be  carefully  preserved,  and  sent  to  some  safe  place 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Highlands,  where,  being  appraised 
by  persons  hereafter  lo  be  named  for  that  purpusc,  they 
slinll  be  paid  for  by  the  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissary  be  directed  to 
swear,  truly  and  to  the  best  of  his  skill  and  ability,  to  per- 
form the  trust  above  reposed  in  him,  and  that  the  chair- 
man, or  deputy  chairman,  of  the  conui.itlee  for  the  counly 
of  Wesi?hcsler,  be  empowered  to  administer  tlie  oath,  and 
give  a  cerlificate  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  .Stephen  Ward  he  commissary,  and 
thai  he  be  allowed  a  reasonable  compensation  for  his  ex- 
pense and  trouble,  in  the  execution  ol  the  above  resolves. 

Res'ilved,  That  Gil.  Budd  Horton,  Alexander  Hunt, 
James  Varian  and  Joseph  Youngs  be  appoiiucd  commis- 
sioners to  drive  all  the  horses,  hogs,  sheep  and  c.utlc  from 
those  pans  of  the  counly  of  Westcliesier,  which  lay  upon 
tlie  Sound,  or  Hudson's  river,  and  which  are  any  way  ex- 
posed to  the  enemy,  and  to  billet  ihem  out  upon  the  tarms 
ihat  lay  in  llie  interior  [lart  of  the  coiuilv  lill  the  same  can  be 
otherwise  disposed  of,  and  lhal  a  reasonable  compensation 
be  allowed  ihcm  for  their  trouble. 

Rcs'jived  and  Ordered,  That  the  farmers  in  ihe  county 
of  Westchester,  immediately  ihrcsh  out  all  ihcir  grain,  as 
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the  »tra"'  absolutely  necessary  for  the  use  of  the 

army  ;  a"*^  those  who  do  not  comply  with  this  resolution, 
«  be  in  danger  of  having  llieir  straw  taken  for  iliense  of 
the  army,  even  thongh  the  same  should  not  be  thrashed. 

Resolved,  That  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington  be 
jnipowered  to  order  any  straw  in  the  county  of  Westches- 
ter, to  be  taken  for  the  use  of  the  army,  paying  to  the  own- 
ers a  reasonable  compensation  therefor. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  chairman,  or  deputy  chairman,  of 
the  county  of  Westchester,  for  tlie  time  being,  on  applica- 
tion from  tlie  Commissary-General,  be  empowered  to  take 
so  much  of  the  grain  in  the  county  of  Westchester  as  shall 
be  necessary  for  tlie  use  of  the  army,  allowing  to  the  owners 
thereof  the  now  current  price,  and  paying  them  upon  the 
delivery ;  provided  alvvays,  that  so  much  shall  be  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  owneis  as  will  be  sutKcient  to  support 
tlieir  families  for  nine  months  and  to  perfect  the  fattening 
of  such  hogs,  as  may  now  be  actually  put  up  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Resolved,  That  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington  in 
case  that  the  cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  horses,  or  hay,  in  the 
county  of  Westchester  should  be  in  danger  of  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  be  empowered  either  to  remove 
it  or  them  therefrom,  or  if  that  should  not  be  practicable, 
to  destroy  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissary  or  commissaries  hereby 
appointed,  be  empowered  to  appoint  agents  under  them, 
and  to  call  upon  any  officer  commandmg  any  part  of  the 


militia,  for  such  detachments  of  the  men  under  his  com 
mand,  as  wdl  be  necessary  to  carry  the  same  into  ex- 
ecution. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Stephen  Ward  anply  to  the  Com- 
missary-General for  such  sums  of  money'as  will  from  time 
to  time  be  necessary  to  carry  the  above  resolves  into  ex- 
ecution. 

Resolved,  Tlmt  a  copy  of  the  above  resolutions  be  sent 
to  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington,  and  to  ihc  Commis- 
sary-General, requesting  their  assistance  in  carryiir'  ihe 
same  into  execution.  '  ^ 

MoNDAT  Afternoon,  Octor.  I4,th,  1776. 
Present— Col.  Livingston,  Prest. 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  IVIr.  Duane,  Mr.  Di>nscomb,  Mr.  Haroer— V,-,r 
Yorlc. 

Mr.  AV.  Smith,  Mr.  Gelston— Su/oZfc. 
Mr.  Wehster— Charlotte. 

Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Col.  Liviogston,  Mr.  Adgate—Mbany. 

Mr.  Allisoa — Orange. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Contine,  I\Iajor  Faiks— Ulster. 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  MiVis— Westchester. 

Colo.  Bailuy— Gloucester. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Laadon— Dutches. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Pari.s,  Mr.  Newkirk— Tryon. 

[There  is  no  business  entered  on  the  minutes  for  this  afternoon.] 
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TUESDAY  MORNING, 

Odor.  15th,  1776. 

The  Convention  mel.i 
Present— Colo.  Livingston,  Prest. 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  H.^rper,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Duane 
— New-York. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  Sackett,  Mr.  Schenk— 
Dutchess. 

Mr.  CuYLEB,  Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate,  Colo.  Livingston— .4Z- 
bany. 

Mr.  WisNEB,  Col.  Allison— Orang-c. 
Mr.  DtJER,  Mr.  Webster— CAar/oJtc. 
Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Gelston— Su/fo/fc. 

Judge  Graham,  Colo.  Van  Cobtlandt,  Mr.  Mills— TFes(c/ic5(c)-. 
Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 
Mr.  Contine,  Mr.  Parks— t7s(er. 

Mr.  MooBE,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Newkirk— Tn,'on. 
Colo.  Bailey — Gloucester. 

A  letter  from  the  Honble.  John  Hancock,  dated  the  9th 
inst.  was  received  and  read  in  tiie  words  toilowing,  to 
wit : 

"  Phita.  Odor,  dtk,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen— The  enclosed  resolves,  which  I  trans- 
mit, in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  Congress,  will  in- 
form you  of  the  ample  provision  they  have  made  for  the 
support  of  both  officers  and  soldiers,  who  shall  enter  into 
the  service  during  the  war.  The  pay  of  the  former  is  con- 
siderably increased,  and  the  latter  is  to  receive  annually  a 
complete  suit  of  clothes  ;  or  in  licu  thereof,  the  sum  of  20 
dollars,  should  he  provide  the  suit  for  himsclt.  1  his  ad- 
ditional encouragement,  besides  the  20  dollars  bounty  and 
100  acres  of  land  formerlv  granted,  the  Congress  expect 
will  be  the  means  of  engaging  the  troops  to  serve  during 
the  war.  For  this  purpose,  also,  I  am  to  request  you  wiil 
appoint  a  committee  or  commiltces  to  repair  immediately 
to  the  army  to  induce  such  of  the  troops  as  have  been  rais- 
ed by  your  State,  to  enlist  during  the  war,  and  to  appoint 
officers  for  the  same. 

"  The  Congress,  for  very  obvious  reasons,  are  extremely 
anxious  to  kc'ep  the  army  together.  The  dangerous  con- 
sequence of  their  breaking  up.  and  the  dilhculty  of  forming 
a  new  one,  are  inconceivable.    Were  this  barrier  once  re- 


moved, military  power  would  quickly  spread  desolation  and 
ruin  over  the  face  of  our  country. 

"  The  importance,  and,  indeed,  the  absolute  necessity 
of  filling  up  the  army,  of  providing  for  the  troops,  and  en- 
gaging liiem  to  serve  during  the  war,  is  so  apparent,  and 
has  been  so  frequently  urged,  that  I  shall  only  request  your 
attention  to  the  resolves  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  and 
beseech  you,  by  that  love  you  have  for  your  country,  her 
riglits  and  liberties,  to  exert  yourselves  to  carry  them  spee- 
dily and  effectually  into  execution,  as  the  only  means  of 
preserving  her  in  this  her  critical  and  alarming  situation. 
"I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  mo.  obt.  and  very  hble.  servt. 

"JOHN  HAiS'COCK,  Prest. 
"  Honble.  Convention  of  New-York." 

Sundry  resolutions  of  Congress,  from  the  2nd  inst.  up- 
wards, enclosed  in  said  letter,  were  also  read. 

A  printed  set  of  resolutions  of  Congress,  relating  to  loan 
officers,  and  dated  the  2nd  and  7lh  inst.  were  also  read. 

A  letter  from  Tench  Tilgliman,  dated  llie  13lh  inst.  was 
read. 

An  account  of  John  Simmons,  innkeeper,  for  maintain- 
ing Israel  Youngs,  Isaac  Youngs,  Isaac  Ketcham  and 
Henry  Dawkins,  from  the  15lh  .May  to  13th  July  last, 
amounting  to  £44  6s.  6d.  which  was  sworn  to  by  the  said 
John  Simmons,  and  allowed  by  the  Auditor-General,  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  John 
Simmons  the  amount  of  the  within  account,  and  that  the 
same  stand  charged  to  be  repaid  by  the  within  mentioned 
Isaac  Ketcham,  Israel  Youngs,  Isaac  Youngs  and  Henry 
Dawkins,  or  some  or  one  of  lliem,  in  such  manner  as  shall 
be  hcreaiter  ordered. 

.\  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  at  Con- 
gress, was  read  and  approved. 

[Letter  not  entered  on  the  minutes.] 
Whereas,  this  Convention  is  informed  that  the  records- 
of  the  city  and  county  of  iVew-York,  as  well  as  the  records 
of  the  county  and  the  records  of  the  borough  ut  Westches- 
ter, are  at  present  lodged  in  private  houses  in  the  county 
of  Westchester,  whereby  they  may  be  exposed  to  the  ene- 
my, who  iiavc  landed  in  that  county  : 
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Ordered,  That  Wm.  Miller,  Theo.  Bartow  and  John 
C  Tine,  be  and  hereby  are  appointed  commiss  oners  for 

noring,  with  all  possible  expedition,  all  the  said  records 
w'kingsi'o"'  in  Ulster  county,  and  there  placed  in  the  care 
of  Dirck  VVynkoop,  Abraham  Hnsbrouck.  and  Christopher 
Tappen,  Esqrs.  ;  lliat  the  said  commissioners  apply  either 
to  the  troops  raised  for  the  protection  of  that  county,  or  to 
the  militia,  for  a  proper  guard  to  attend  the  said  records  in 
ihcir  removal,  which  saul  troops  or  militia  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  furnish  such  guard  as  may  be  necessary  for  that 
purpose.  " 

Whereas  Major  Henry  Schenk,  at  the  request  of  sun- 
dry of  the  members  of  this  Convention  and  of  the  late 
Committee  of  Safety,  lent  and  advanced  500  dollars  to 
Roeloff  Van  Houten,  to  be  applied  to  the  maintenanance 
and  support  of  the  militia  or  troops  employed  to  guard  the 
shore  at  Haverstraw,  in  Orange  county, 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  B.  Livingston,  Esqr,  as 
Treasurer,  pay  unto  Major  Henry  Schenk.  the  sum  of 
500  dollars,  by  him  advanced  to  Colo.  Hay  to  support  the 
uoops  or  militia  employed  to  guard  the  shore  at  Haver- 
straw. 

Certain  returns  of  muster  rolls  of  companies  of  rangers 
raised  in  the  counties  of  Tryon,  Albany  and  Cumberland, 
were  produced  to  Convention  and  a  request  made  for  an 
order  on  the  Treasurer  for  money  to  pay  the  remaining 
moiety  of  the  bounty  to  the  said  rangers. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gansevort,  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr. 
Duane  be  a  committee  to  take  the  said  muster  rolls  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  who  are  here- 
by authorized  to  proceed  thereon. 

A  letter  from  a  committee  of  Congress  to  purchase 
clothing  was  read,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"Phila.  October  7tk,  me. 
"  Gentlemen — The  committee  appointed  to  curry  into 
execution  the  enclosed  resolves  can  think  of  no  method  so 
proper  for  the  State  of  New- York  as  to  apply  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  for  that  purpose  we  do  send  you  10,000  dol- 
lars, and  desire  you  to  appoint  proper  persons  in  the  seve- 
ral districts  to  execute  the  same. 

"  And  if  upon  trial  you  find  that  more  clothing  may  be 
had  than  this  money  will  purchase,  you  may  have  more 
by  applying  to  this  coinmiitee. 
"  Signed, 

"  KOBT.  TREAT  PAIN'E, 
"  WILLIAM  ELLKRY, 
"G.  WYTHE. 
"  WILLIAM  FLOYD, 
"JOSIAH  BARTLETT, 
"  To  Ihe  Honblc.  ll\e  Convention  oC  the 

State  of  New- York." 

The  resolutions  therein  contained,  dated  the  ]9th  June 
and  25th  Scpr.  1776,  for  providing  clothing  for  the  troops, 
were  also  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  sum  be  paid  into  the  treasury 
and  the  papers  committed  to  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Dunscomb 
and  Mr.  Nevvkerk. 

Resulvrd,  That  one  month's  pay  and  rations  be  allowed 
to  Major  Hoisington.  Therefore, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  do  pay  to 
Mr.  Stephens,  member  from  Cumberland  county,  for  the 
use  of  Major  J.  Hoisington,  one  moiith'.s  pay  as  major, 
amounting  to  and  the  further  sum  of  for 

one  month's  rations,  at  the  rate  (rf  21 5.  Ad.  per  week. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duer, 

Resolved,  That  a  conimiitce  of  three  be  appointed  im- 
mediately, by  ballot,  to  proceed  to  the  Cimip  at  King's 
Bridge  and  New-Jersey  for  the  purposes  moniioned  in  the 
resolutions  of  Congress  relaiive  to  appoinimg  officers  ; 
that  another  committee  of  three  t)e  appointed  to  go  to  Ti- 
conderoga  for  the  same  purposes. 

The  Conveniion  proceeded  to  ballot.  Whereupon  it 
appeared  that  the  gcnilemen  herealter  named  were  duly 
elected  for  the  respective  committees.  Therefore. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jay,  Judge  (Jrahain  and  Mr.  Robt. 


"WM.  WILLIAMS, 
"ARTHUR  MIJJDLETON, 
"LYMAN  HALL, 
"  GEO  ROSS.  ' 


Harper  be  the  committee  to  proceed  to  King's  Bridge  ; 
and  that  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Cuyler  and  Mr.  Robert  Yates  be 
the  commiiiee  to  proceed  to  Albany  and  Ticoiideroga. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  repair  to 
King's  Bridge  be  directed  and  empowered  to  carry  into 
execution  the  resolves  of  Congress  relative  to  the  cnhsting 
of  troops  ;  that  the  committee  appointed  to  re[)air  to  Al- 
bany be  vested  with  similar  powers  ;  and  that  both  com- 
mittees, together  with  Mr.  Duer,  be  a  committee  tor  carr^'- 
ing  into  execution  the  resolves  of  Congress  relative  to  tlie 
new  arrangement  of  officers. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  prepare  and  re- 
port a  draft  of  an  answer  to  the  letter  from  Prcst.  Man- 
cock  ;  and  that  he  have  leave  of  absence  for  eiuiit  days 
from  the  time  of  his  departure  ;  that  Mr.  Harper  liave 
leave  of  absence  for  one  month  from  the  time  of  his  de- 
parture. 

Whereas  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New-York 
did,  on  the  day  of  last,  by  resolve,  order  the 

sum  of  for  the  use  of  the  contingent  charges  of  die 

county  of  Charlotte,  payable  to  the  order  of  ilie  county 
committee  of  Charlotte  county,  signed  by  the  chairman 
and  countersigned  by  the  clerk,  which  sum  has  not  yet 
been  paid  :  And  whereas  the  said  county  of  Charlotte  is 
now  in  immediate  want  of  the  said  money.  Therefore, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Wil- 
liam Duer  and  Alexr.  Webster,  Esqrs.  the  sum  of 
taking  their  receipts  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  8s.  6d.  per  pound  be  given  by  this  Con- 
vention to  every  person  for  saltpetre  made  between  this 
day  and  the  1st  of  January,  1778,  of  materials  collected 
within  this  Stale  ;  the  maker  to  swear  to  this  before  the 
chairman  of  the  county,  or  the  inspector  of  saltpetre  ;  also 
a  bounty  of  Is.  per  pound  for  all  powder  made  of  saltpetre 
brought  into  this  Stale  from  the  neighbouring  States,  or 
from  abroad,  within  the  time  above  mentioned. 

TtiESDAY  Afternoon,  loth  Octor.  1776. 
Convention  met. 

Present — Colo.  Livingston,  President. 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Duane — 
New-York. 

Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 

Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colo.  Livingston — Jllbany. 
Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  Sacket,  .Mr.  Schenk,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston— jDu(c/icj. 
Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  Gelston— .Sw/o/fc. 

Judge  Graham,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Mills — Westchester. 
Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Williams — Charlotte. 
Mr.  Contine,  Mr.  Parks — Ulster. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 
Colo.  Bailey — Gloucester. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jay, 
Resolved,  That  another  member  be  chosen  by  ballot  and 
added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  Kind's  Bridge 
to  carry  into  execution  tlie  resolves  of  Congress  relative  to 
the  enlisting  of  iroo|js.  The  ballots  of  the  several  coun- 
ties having  a  representation  present,  being  taken  and  told, 
Colo,  Devvilt  appeared  to  be  duly  elected.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Colo.  Dcwitt  be  added  to  that  commit- 
tee. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Colo.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt 
be  added  to  the  conimiitee  appointed  on  the  dav  of 

Sepr.  last,  for  the  delecting  and  dcfcalinij  conspiracies. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jay  have  leave  of  absence  to  assist 
in  removing  his  aged  parents,  with  their  effects,  out  of  dan- 
ger of  the  enemy,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  his  attendance 
at  New-York  with  the  committee  appointed  to  carry  into 
execution  the  resolves  of  Congress  relative  to  the  enhsting 
of  troops  be  •    *  * 

Mr.  Jay,  seconded  by  Mr.  Duane,  moved  that  a  Vice- 
President  be  appointed  by  ballot;  which  was  agreed  to. 
The  Convention  then  proceed  to  ballot;  and  upon  count- 
ing the  votes,  it  appeared  that  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt  was 
duly  elected.  Thereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  Colo.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  be  and  lie 
is  hereby  appointed  Vice-President  of  iliis  Cuavention. 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  moved  certain  resolulions  re- 
lative to  hides,  which  were  amended  and  agreed  to,  and 
are  in  tiie  words  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

Whereas  large  numbers  of  cattle  are  supplied  bv  this 
and  the  eastern  States  for  tiie  use  of  the  armies  at  New- 
York  and  Ticonderoga :  And  whereas  liie  hides  of  most 
or  all  of  the  cattle  driven  from  the  eastern  iStatcs,  and  many 
of  those  purchased  on  contract  in  tins  State,  are,  by  the 
contractors,  sent  into  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  those 
killed  at  the  northern  posts  for  the  use  of  that  army,  are, 
for  the  most  part,  as  this  Convention  are  informed,  wasted 
for  want  of  proper  care.  Great  exertions  have  been  made 
in  the  northern  parts  of  this  Stale  to  supply  the  army  at 
Ticonderoga  witii  shoes  ;  and  it  is  also  necessary  to  pro- 
vide in  time  for  the  quota  of  troops  raised  within  this  Slate  ; 
from  which  circumstance,  the  article  of  leather  is  already 
nearly  exhausted,  must  become  exceeding  scarce  and  dear, 
and  leave  part  of  the  army,  which  depends  upon  this  Slate, 
distressed  :  And  whereas  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  are 
by  these  means  reduced  to  the  greatest  distresses  for  the 
want  of  that  necessary  article  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  of  this  State,  state  the  facts 
to  the  Honourable  the  Congress,  and  requesting  lliat  tins 
State  may  be  at  liberty  to  send  a  commissary  to  Ticonde- 
roga and  Fort  George,  in  order  to  take  cliarge  of  this  ne- 
cessary article,  for  which  this  State  are  willing  to  allow  the 
price  at  which  they  shall  be  appraised,  after  deducting  the 


expense  attending  the  care  and  transportation  thereof,  and 
that  they  obtain  a  resolution  of  ihe  Honourable  tlie  Con- 
gress, directing  the  deputy  quarter-master  in  tliat  depart- 
ment to  give  them  such  assistance  as  will  be  necessary  ''^r 
securing  tlie  same. 

Whereas  Major  Henry  Schenk  was  some  time  since 
a])pomted  by  the  Convention  of  this  Slate  to  purcli:i>c  tlour 
and  transmit  the  same  to  the  Commissar_\-Gencrai  for  the 
use  of  the  army  :  And  whereas  the  tlour  which  was  ma- 
nufactured is  by  ihis  time,  in  all  probability,  purciiascd, 
and  tlie  attendance  of  Major  Schenk  as  one  of  ihe  Repre- 
sentatives of  this  Stale,  is  necessary  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  ]\lajor  Sclienck  be,  and  lie  is,  hereby 
discharged  from  that  agency,  or  any  further  attendance  on 
that  business. 

Resolved,  That  the  words  "State  of  New- York"  whicli 
was  ordered  by  the  resolutions  of  this  Convention  of  the 
day  of  last  to  be  altered  on  the  plates  for  ihe 

emission  of  bills  of  credit  of  this  Convention  be  printed 
in  the  said  bills  with  types  only. 

Major  Schenck,  Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  P. ins- 
comb,  Mr.  Websier,  Mr.  Contine,  Genl.  Bailey,  Mr.  Wm. 
Smith,  Colo.  Allison  and  Mr.  Mills,  was  appointed  a  C  m- 
miltee  of  Safety  for  this  Stale  until  the  meeting  of  Con- 
vention. That  five  members  with  the  Prpsident  be  a  quo- 
rum. That  the  Committee  of  Safely  having  20  members 
present,  may  do  every  act  which  the  Convention  may  do, 
except  forming  a  government. 
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WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Odor.  16th,  1776. 
Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Colo.  Livingston,  Prest. 
-    Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Jay — New-York. 
Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 
Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate,  .Mr.  Gansevort — ilbany. 
Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Judge  Graham — Westchester. 
Mr.  Smith— Suffolk. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Habfee,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Newkerk— Tryon. 
Mr.  Contine,  Mr.  Parks — Ulster. 
Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Duer — Charlotte. 
Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  ScHENK — Dutches. 
Colo.  Bailey — Gloucester. 

The  Revd.  C.  Graham  came  into  the  Convention  and 
complained  of  great  hardships  in  consequence  of  iho  order 
for  his  removal  out  of  the  academy. 

Ordered,  That  Colo.  Allison  and  Mr.  Monro  proceed  to 
the  academy  to  consult  wiih  Mr.  Graiiam,  and  determine 
whether  he  can  remain  a  few  days  therein,  and  what  part 
he  shall  occupy. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  a  commissary  be  immediately  appoint- 
ed to  provide  for  the  troops  coming  np  to  this  place,  and 
that  Henry  Wyckoff  be  the  person  during  the  will  and 
pleasure  of  this  House. 

Resolved,  That  an  e.\preys  be  immediately  despatched 
to  Peekskill,  virilli  orders  that  all  the  troops,  e.xccpt  two 
companies,  which  are  ordered  up  to  this  place,  remain  at 
Peekskill  until  further  orders. 

Ordered,  That  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt  and  Mr.  Wisner  do 
immediately  proceed  to  Peekskill  to  provide  quarters  for 
the  troops  there,  and  to  assist  the  enc^inccr  in  poinlinir  out 
the  places  in  the  Hii^hlands  most  proper  to  be  fortified. 

Resolved,  That  two  companies  of  those  troops,  now 
coming,  be  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  committee  for 
detecting  conspiracies,  &c.  till  fnTthcr  orders. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commuice  be  .itiihorized  at  their 
discretion  to  call  out  such  pari  of  the  miliiia  of  this  State 
for  fatigue  men  as  they  m.ay  think  necessary. 

Two  letters  of  intelligence,  one  from  .Mr.  Tilghman,  the 
other  from  Mr.  Harrison,  the  Generals  secretary,  dated  at 


Head-Quarters,  the  14th  inst.  were  read  and  returned  to 
the  committee  of  correspondence. 

A  letter  from  Colo.  Hay,  at  Haverstraw,  dated  15th  inst. 
giving  an  account  of  the  state  of  his  regiment,  and  of  the 
motions  of  the  enemy's  ships,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  to  Colo.  Hay  and 
inform  him  that  a  detachment  of  100  men  of  the  militia 
for  the  northwest  side  of  the  mountains,  are  marched  to 
the  banks  of  Hudson's  river,  on  the  south  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  that  he  direct  Colo.  Hay  to  drive  ali  the  stock, 
(which  are  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  ene- 
my,) to  the  interior  part  of  the  county. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Mr.  Robert  Harper  the  sum  of  100  dollars  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  into  execution  the  resolve  of  Convention  oi  the 
3d  insl.  concerning  the  manufacturing  of  flax  belongmg  to 
this  Convention,  and  that  Mr.  Harper  account  for  the  ex- 
penditure thereof. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolutions 
of  Congress  of  tlie  30th  Sepr.  and  1st  Octor.  relative  to 
surgeons  and  surgeon's  mates,  and  the  call  of  the  U.  S.  for 
all  ilie  absent  members  to  attend,  and  Genl.  Greene's  letter 
relative  to  a  horse  in  his  possession,  taken  from  a  tory  on 
Long  island,  reported  the  following  drafts  of  letters,  which 
were  read  and  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  transmitted  : 

"Id  Committee  of  Safety,  ? 
for  the  State  of  New-York.  ) 
"  Sir — We  have  received  your  favour  of  the  7ih  inst. 
respecting  the  horse  taken  by  Wm.  Bradford,  adjutant  to 
Colo.  Hitchcock's  regiment,  which  you  inform  us  is  the 
property  of  one  Jacob  Wyckoff,  who  has  joined  the  ene- 
my. .\s  the  horse  is  now  in  your  possession,  and  you  are 
in  want  of  one,  we  desire  you  will  have  him  appraised  and 
kept  in  your  service  until  some  future  determination  of  the 
Convention  or  future  Legislature  of  this  State,  relative  to 
the  disposition  of  the  property  of  all  such  persons  as  have 
or  hereafter  may  join  the  enemy,  that  may  fall  into  our 
hands. 

"  The  bravery  of  the  adjutant  will  then  also  be  consi- 
dered. 

"I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,      '      '  1- 
"  Your  mo.  obt.  servt. 

"To  Major-Gcnl.  Greene." 
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The  letter  to  the  Honble.  John  Hancock,  Esqr.  Presi- 
dent of  the  Conlinenlal  Congress,  reported  as  aforesaid 
by  the 


same  committee,  was  in  the  words  following,  to 


<.  s,R_The  Convention  were  honoured  with  yours  of 
ihc  2iid  inst.  enclosing  some  resolves  relative  lo  surgeons 
for  the  army,  and  urging  ihe  necessity  of  a  lull  represent- 
ation at  Congress.  Jf  by  a  full  representation  nothing 
more  is  meant  or  intended  than  such  a  number  of  Dele- 
caies  from  Slate  as  will  entitle  each  of  them  lo  a  vote.'lhis 
Convention  hope  that  the  recommendation  is  complied 
with  by  this  Slate,  since  they  have  always  directed  so 
ininv  gentlemen  to  remain  at  Philadelphia  as  will  answer 
(l,jt 'purpose.  If  on  ihe  other  hand,  il  is  expected  thai  all 
ihe  Dele^.-iles  of  this  Slate  should  attend  this  Convention, 
though  ftilly  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  such  a  requisi- 
ticn,  must  beg  the  Honourable  the  Congress  to  excuse 
lliei'r  non-aliendance  at  present  ;  the  critical  situation  of 
this  State,  equally  endangered  by  open  and  secret  enemies, 
rciuierin"  it  extremely  improper  to  deprive  the  Convention 
of  the  assistance  of  any  gentleman  whose  abilities  may  be 
of  service  to  it,  at  least  till  the  army  is  arranged  and  mea- 
sures taken  to  form  and  establish  some  more  permanent 
government  than  we  now  enjoy.  These  considerations, 
wc  flatter  ourselves,  will  have  some  weight  with  Congress, 
and  not  only  induce  ihem  to  admit  our  excuse  for  not  per- 
mitting sue!)  of  our  Delegates  as  are  now  here  to  attend 
at  PhTladelphia,  but  to  defer  any  matter  in  which  this 
State  is  particularly  interested,  (when  the  general  cause  of 
America  will  safely  admit  of  such  delay)  till  they  are 
more  fully  represented. 

"  Drs.  John  Jones,  Saml.  Bard  and  Malachi  Treat,  were 
appointed  by  this  Convention  to  examine  all  surgeons,  or 
iurgeons'  mates  that  entered  into  the  service  of  ihis  State  ; 
no  warrant  or  commission  has  been  given  to  any  in  that 
cajiacity  unless  they  produced  a  certificate  of  their  exami- 
nation, signed  by  at  least  two  of  those  gentlemen,  selling 
fonli  that  they  were  fully  qualified  to  discharae  their  duly 
in  their  stations,  excepting  a  few  late  instances,  when  ihey 
could  not  be  obtained  by  reason  of  those  gentlemen  being 
dispersed  in  different  parts  of  the  county  and  could  not  at- 
tend, m  which  case  five  or  six  have  been  admitted  on  the 
examination  of  one  only. 

"  Yours,  &c. 

"  By  order. 

"  The  Honble.  John  Hancock, 

Prest.  &c.  &c.  &c." 

Wednesday  Afternoon,  Octor.  I6th,  1776. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met. 

PRtsEFfT — Colo.  Livinislon,  Prcsf.  .  /  i 

Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates— .^/ftaay.  .  '  , 

Mr.  Wisncr,  Colo,  .\llison— Orange.  „  :,  .. 

Colo.  Bailey — Gloucesttr.  "i.  , 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  Gch[r.n— Suffolk. 

Mr.  Mill?,  Judge  Graham — Westchester. 

Mr.  Contine,  jNIr.  l  arks,  .Mr.  Wisner — Ulster. 

Mr.  Vfebitei— Charlotte. 

Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  Schcnk — Dutches. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Sackct — Tryon. 

Mr.  Duer  informed  the  Committee  that  his  attendance 
on  the  committee  for  delecting  conspiracies,  dec.  is  so  ab- 
solutely necessary  as  not  to  admit  of  his  going  down  to 
Peckskill  for  the  purpose  to  wlncli  he  was  appointed  this 
morning  in  conjunction  With  Colo.  Van  Corilandt,  to  pro- 
vide quarters  for  the  troops  there,  and  assisting  the  engi- 
neer in  pointing  out  the  grounds  proper  to  he  fortified,  and 
therefore  prays  that  Mr.  Wisner  be  appointed  in  his  stead. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wisner  be  appointed  in  the  stead  of 
Mr.  Duer. 

Mr.  Wisner  informed  the  Committee  tliat  he  had  taken 
Upon  himself  to  employ  some  persons  to  repair  the  roads 
in  the  northern  part  of  Orange  county  leading  to  the  forti- 
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fications  in  the  Highlands,  and  requests  to  know  the  sense 
of  the  Commillce  on  tlie  propriety  of  this  measure,  and 
whether  they  shall  be  directed  to  go  on  in  tiic  said  neces- 
sary work. 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  do  approve  of  Mr.  Wis- 
ner's  conduct,  and  that  the  persons  einpluvod  by  Mr 
ner  continue  to  repair  the  said  roads,  and  thai,  ihi: 
vention  will  defray  the  expenses. 

A  person  attending  by  direction  of  Genl.  Milllin 
advice  of  the  Convention,  relalive  to  a  quantity  ul 
shingles,  boards,  and  other  stores,  on  board  vessel 
where  in  the  river  near  the  Highlands. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Schcnk  make  the  necessary 
and  assist  the  man. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Schenk  provide  vessels  to  transport 
those  troops  which  were  intended  to  have  come  lo  this 
place  back  to  Peekskill. 

A  letter  from  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Esqr.  dated  at  Fair- 
field, Octor.  8th,  1776,  setting  forth  the  slate  and  circum- 
stances of  the  sloop  Montgomery,  and  of  the  sum  of  numev 
necessary  for  paying  off  the  wages  of  the  crew,  and  other 
expenses.  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  £300  be  transmitted  by  i\lr. 
Gelston  to  Mr.  Hobart  al  Fairfield,  or  such  other  person 
as  Mr.  Gelston  may  think  safe  and  prudent,  in  the  absence 
of  Mr.  Hobart,  to  be  advanced  to  Capt.  Rogers  for  defray- 
ing tlie  expenses  of  filling  oui  and  paying  off  the  wages  of 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop  Montgomery. 

Report  of  the  conimillee  sent  to  consult  with  the  Revd. 
Mr.  Graham,  relative  to  the  academy  ordered  for  the  use 
of  the  troops,  and  to  view  the  said  building,  was  read  and 
postponed  till  to-morrow  morning. 


.  THURSDAY  MORNING, 

Octor.  nth,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Colo.  Livin:;ston,  President. 
Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Dunscomb — New-York. 

Colo.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates — 

Albariij. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  Gelston— Sa/oife. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 

Major  Landon — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Conline,  Mr.  Wisner — Ulster. 

Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Duer — Charlotte. 

Colo.  Allison — Orange. 

Colo.  Bailey — Gloucester. 

A  letter  from  Richd.  Varick,  Esqr.  secretary  to  General 
Schuyler,  dated  Octor.  14lh,  1776,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  General  Arnold  to  Genl.  Schuyler,  giving  a 
particular  account  of  the  action  on  Lake  Champlain,  be- 
tween the  enemy's  fieet  and  ours,  on  the  12lh  insl.  was 
read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

"  Schuyler's  island,  Oclo.  \2lh,  1776. 

"Dear  General — Yesterday  morning  al  8  o'clock  the 
enemy's  fleet,  consisting  of  one  ship  mounting  16  guns, 
one  snow  mounting  the  same  number,  one  schooner  of  14 
guns,  two  of  12,  two  sloops,  a  bomb  ketch,  and  a  large 
vessel,  (that  did  not  come  up,)  with  15  or  20  flat  bottomed 
boats,  or  gondolas,  carrying  one  12  or  18  pounder  in  their 
bows,  appeared  off  Cumberland  Head.  We  immediately 
prepared  to  receive  ihem  ;  the  gallies  and  Royal  Savage, 
were  ordered  under  way,  the  rest  of  our  fleet  lay  at  an- 
chor. At  11  o'clock  they  ran  under  the  lee  of  Valcour, 
and  began  the  attack.  The  schooner,  by  some  bad  ma- 
nagement, fell  to  leeward,  and  was  first  attacked  ;  one  of  her 
masts  was  wounded,  and  her  riggmi;  shot  away ;  the  captain 
thought  prudent  to  run  her  on  the  F  A  of  Valcour,  where 
all  tlie  men  were  saved.  They  boarded  her  and  at  night 
set  fire  to  her.  At  half  past  12  the  engagement  became 
general  and  very  warm.    Some  of  the  enemy's  ships,  and 
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all  their  gondolas  beat  and  rounded  up  wiiliin  musket  shoi 
of  us  ;  ihey  conlinued  a  very  hot  fire,  wuh  round  and  grape 
shot,  until  5  o'clock,  when  they  tliouyht  proper  to  retire  to 
about  6  or  7  hundred  yards  distance,  and  continued  the  fire 
until  dark.  The  Congress  and  Washington  have  suffered 
greatly;  the  latter  lost  her  first  lieutenant  killed,  captain 
and  master  wounded  ;  the  New-York  lost  all  her  officers, 
except  her  captain  ;  the  Philadelpiiia  was  hulled  in  so  ma- 
ny places  that  she  sunk  in  about  one  hour  after  the  en- 
gagement was  over.  The  whole  killed  and  wounded 
amounts  to  about  60.  The  enemy  landed  a  large  number 
of  Indians  on  the  island  and  each  shore,  who  kept  up  an 
incessant  fire  on  us,  but  did  little  damaue.  The  enemy 
had,  to  appearance,  upwards  of  1,000  in  balteau  prepared 
for  boarding.  We  suffered  much  for  want  of  seamen  and 
gunners.  I  was  obliged  myself  to  point  most  of  the  suns 
on  board  the  Congress,  which  I  believe  did  good  execu- 
tion. The  Congress  received  seven  shot  between  wind 
and  water ;  was  hulled  a  dozen  times,  had  her  main  mast 
wounded  in  two  places,  and  her  yard  in  one.  The  Wa- 
shington was  hulled  a  number  of  times  ;  her  main  mast 
shot  through,  and  must  have  a  new  one.  Both  vessels  are 
very  leaky  and  want  repairing. 

"  On  consulting  with  Genl.  Waterbury  and  Colo.  Wig- 

flesworth,  it  was  thought  prudent  to  return  to  Crown 
*oint ;  every  vessel's  ammunition  being  nearly  three- 
fourths  spent.  At  7  o'clock  Colo.  Wiggleswortli,  in  the 
Trumbull,  got  under  way.  The  gondolas  and  small  ves- 
sels followed,  and  the  Congress  and  Washington  brought 
up  the  rear.  The  enemy  did  not  attempt  to  molest  us. 
Most  of  the  fleet  is  this  minute  come  to  an  anchor ;  the 
wind  is  small  to  the  southward  ;  the  enemy's  ffeet  is  under 
way  to  leeward,  and  beating  up.  As  soon  as  our  leaks 
are  stopped,  the  whole  fleet  will  make  the  utmost  despatch 
to  Crown  Point,  where  I  beg  you  will  send  ammunition, 
and  your  further  orders  for  us.  On  the  whole,  I  think  we 
have  had  a  very  fortunate  escape,  and  have  great  reason  to 
return  our  humble  and  hearty  thanks  to  Almighty  God,  for 
preserving  and  delivering  so  many  of  us  from  our  more 
than  savage  enemies. 

"  I  am,  &c. 

"B.  ARNOLD. 
"  P.  S.  I  had  not  moved  on  board  the  Congress  when 
the  enemy  appeared,  and  lost  all  my  papers,  and  most  of 
my  clothes  on  board  of  the  schooner.  I  wish  a  dozen  bat- 
teaux  well  manned  could  be  sent  immediately,  and  tow  up 
the  vessels  in  case  of  a  southwardly  wind. 

"  I  cannot  in  justice  to  the  officers  in  the  fleet  omit  men- 
tioning their  splendid  conduct  during  the  action. 

"  B.  A." 

A  letter  from  Jacobus  Lansinsr,  Junr.  of  Albany,  dated 
at  New- Windsor  Octr.  11th,  1776,  directed  to  the  Depu- 
ties of  Albany,  setting  forth  the  defenceless  state  of  the 
city  of  Albany,  and  suggesting  the  propriety  of  erectincr 
some  fortifications,  and  supplying  them  with  some  field 
pieces,  was  read  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Adgate,  Alli- 
son and  I^ondon. 

Two  certificates  from  the  committee  of  Walkill,  dated 
Sepr.  11th,  1776,  and  signed  by  William  Wilkin,  chair- 
man, the  one  that  Henry  Wisncr,  Junr.  has  at  his  mill 
manufactured  9,184lbs.  of  powder,  agreeable  to  the  re- 
solve of  Congress.  The  other  that  Henry  Wisner,  Junr. 
and  Morris  Philips  have  erected  a  mill  and  manufactured 
agreeable  to  resolve  of  Congress:  committed  to  Mr.  Con- 
line  and  Mr.  Moore. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  conference 
with  the  Revd.  Cliauncey  Graham,  and  to  examine  into  the 
particular  state  of  the  public  academy  in  this  town,  in 
consequence  of  a  resolve  of  this  House  of  the  l:Uli  inst. 
wherein  the  said  Revd.  Cliauncey  Graham  was  ordered  to 
move  out  of  the  said  academy  in  one  week's  tune,  in  or- 
der that  the  same  might  be  occupied  hy  the  troops,  or- 
dered here  by  this  Convention  submitted  it  as  their  opinion 
lhal  the  following  resolve  be  entered  into  by  this  House. 
171 


Resolved,  That  whereas  it  appears  to  this  committee 
to  be  exceedin;;iy  inconvenient  for  the  Revd.  Chauncy  Gra- 
ham to  remove  his  family  out  of  the  public  academy  in 
this  town  on  so  short  a  notice,  at  this  difficult  season,  as 
hath  been  allowed  him  by  a  former  resolve  of  this  House, 
he  is  therefore  hereby  permitted  to  occupy  the  cabtermost 
room  on  the  lower  story  of  said  academy,  one  fortnight 
from  this  day,  provided  he  permit  the  soldiers  to  have  the 
use  of  the  out  houses. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Chauncey  Graham  be  permit- 
ted to  take  the  sashes  and  glass  out  of  three  of  the  win- 
dows in  said  academy  that  are  not  in  the  rooms  now  oc- 
cupied, relying  on  his  word  to  this  House,  that  he  will  re- 
place the  same  in  good  order  when  thereunto  required  by 
this  Convention,  or  a  future  Legislature  of  this  State,  or 
whenever  the  said  academy  may  be  converted  to  the  uses 
it  was  originally  intended  tor. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  unto  the  said  Revd. 
Cliauncey  Graham,  an  equal  number  of  boards  as  purchas- 
ed by  him  for  the  use  of  the  academy  since  his  last  resi- 
dence there,  and  also  as  many  nails  as  shall  or  may  ap- 
pear to  have  been  used  by  said  Graham  in  working  up  said 
boards  into  partitions  or  otherwise,  for  the  conveniency  of 
said  house. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  claim  of  Mr. 
Nichs.  Bayard,  for  providing  an  office  for  securing  the  re- 
cords of  this  State,  for  a  guard  room  for  the  guard  ap- 
pointed to  watch  the  said  records,  and  for  firewood  and 
candles  supplied  the  guard,  have  taken  the  same  into  con- 
sideration, and  thereupon  agreed  to  the  following  reso- 
lutions. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  Nichs.  Bayard  for 
providing  an  office  for  securing  the  public  records  of  this 
Slate,  a  guard  room  and  firewood  and  candles  supplied 
the  guard  over  the  said  records,  the  sum  of  £50. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate,  cause  to  be 
conveyed  to  Nichs.  Bayard,  Esq.  by  the  first  safe  oppor- 
tunity the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  pursuant  to  the  above  re- 
solution, and  procure  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  do  on  ap- 
plication of  either  of  the  persons  respectively  named  in  the 
resolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  on  the  9lh  instant, 
I  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  clothing  in  the  counties  of 
Westchester,  Orange,  Dutches,  Ulster  and  Albany,  ad- 
vance to  each  of  them  respectively,  the  sum  of  X'lOO,  tak- 
ing their  receipt  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Wyckoff  who  is  appointed  commissary  to  the  troops 
in  this  place,  requested  an  order  for  two  bushels  of  salt  for 
the  use  of  said  troops. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Terboss  deliver  to  Mr.  Henry 
Wyckoff  or  his  order  2  bushels  salt  for  the  use  of  the 
troops  at  Fishkill  ;  Mr.  Wyckoff  to  pay  for  the  same 
agreeable  to  the  regulated  price  of  lliat  article  in  this 
county. 

An  additional  resolution  relative  to  the  persons  to  super- 
intend the  printing  the  bills  of  credit  was  read  and  agreed 
to,  and  is  as  follows  to  wit : 

Whereas  in  the  resolution  of  this  Convention  of  the 
13th  August  last,  for  the  emission  of  500,000  dollars  in 
bills  of  credit,  it  was  among  other  things. 

Resolved,  That  Isaac  Roosevelt  cause  to  be  adminis- 
tered to  the  printer  of  said  bills,  by  the  President  of  this 
Convention,  a  certain  oath  therein  prescribed  : 

And  whereas  the  want  of  money  in  the  treasury  ren- 
ders it  necessary  to  carry  the  said  resolution  into  immedi- 
ate execution,  and  Samuel  Loudon,  the  intended  printer 
thereof,  being  now  absent,  and  therefore  cannot  take  the 
said  oath. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Isaac  Roosevelt  do 
cause  the  printing  of  said  bills  to  commence  n'lih  the  fore- 
man and  other  workman  of  the  said  Saml.  Loudon  ;  and 
that  he  appoint  two  persons  to  attend  the  printing  thereof, 
to  whom,  instead  of  the  printer  thereof,  shall  be  adrninis- 
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le  «d  by  tho  President  of  this  Convention,  the  following 

I  A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  that 
from  Ihe'time  that  the  letters  were  set  and  tit  to  be  put  in 
the  press  for  printing  the  said  bills  of  cre.lit,  until  the  bills 
were  printed  and  the  letters  afterwards  distributed  into  the 
boxes,  I  was  present  in  the  absence  of  the  other  ;  and  that 


both  of  us  did  not  at  any  time  leave  the  room  m  which 
the  said  letters  were  without  locking  them  up,  so  that  they 
could  not  be  come  at  without  violence  of  a  false  key  or 
other  art  unknown  to  us  ;  and  therefore,  to  the  best  of  our 
knowledge,  no  copies  were  printed  off  but  in  the  presence 
of  one  or  both  of  us ;  and  that  ail  the  blotters  and  other 
papers  whatsoever,  impressed  by  the  said  letters  whilst 
eel  for  printing  the  said  bills,  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge 
are  delivered  to  the  said  Isaac  Roosevelt,  together  with 
the  stamps  ;  and  in  all  things  relating  to  this  affair  we 
have  demeaned  ourselves  honestly  and  faithfully  to  the  best 
of  our  knowledge  and  understanding :  so  help  me  (iod." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dunscomb  have  leave  of  absence 
for  four  or  five  days. 

Thursday  Afternoon,  \lth  Odor.  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Colo.  Livingston,  Vnsident. 

Mr.  Contine,  Mr.  Adgate,  Colo.  Bailey,  Mr.  Gelston,  Mr.  Yates, 
Judge  Graham,  Mr.  R.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk,  Major  Lockwood,  Mr- 
Gansevoorl,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr,  Webster,  Colo.  Allison,  Mr- 
Moore,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  Landon. 

An  account  of  Jacamiah  Allen  was  produced  for  guard- 
ing the  cannon  at  King's  Bridge  ;  referred  to  Messrs. 
Lockwood,  Moore  and  Landon. 

Whereas  the  time  limited  by  the  Honourable  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  for  the  sale  and  consumption  of  boliea 
tea  on  hand,  proved  too  short  for  that  purpose,  whereby 
large  quantities  of  that  commodity  remained  unsold  and 
unconsuined  in  the  Colony,  to  the  great  loss  and  damage 
of  the  proprietors  thereof:  And  whereas  the  said  pro- 
prietors or  tea  holders  in  the  ciiy  of  New- York,  did,  by  a 
memorial  or  petition  to  the  committee  of  that  place,  repre- 
•ent  the  difficulties  they  were  reduced  to  by  reason  of  that 
article  of  the  association,  and  praying  their  interposition  in 
ihcir  behalf:  And  whereas  the  said  committee  ol  the  city 
and  county  of  New-York  did  transmit  the  said  representa- 
tion to  the  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New- York,  and  did 
certify  the  same   to  be  worthy  their   attention  :  And 
WHEKEAS  the  said  Congress  finding  on  inquiry  that  divers 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Colony  would  be  greatly  in- 
jured unless  a  further  time  was  allowed  for  the  consump- 
tion of  tea,  did  instruct  their  Delegates  in  Continental 
Congress  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  resolve  of  Congress  for 
that  purpose:   .Vnd  whereas  the  said  tea  holders  did 
among  other  things,  allege  in  favour  of  their  application, 
that  many  of  them  would,  unless  relieved,  be  ruined  by 
being  prohibited  the  sale  of  the  said  lea,  which  was  a  pe- 
rishable article  ;  that  they  were  fast  friends  to  the  Ameri- 
can cause,  and  had  been  induced  to  import  a  more  itian 
usual  quantity  of  that  article  with  a  view  the  better  to  op- 
pose and  defeat  the  designs  of  the  ministry  and  India  Com- 
pany in  selling  tea  in  the  Colonies  subject  to  duly  ;  that 
they  would  be  content  to  sell  the  remaining  stock  on  hand 
at  the  former  current  price  ;  that  had  they  been  permitted 
to  vend  it,  they  would  have  employed  the  moneys  arising 
from  the  sale  of  it  in  importing  divers  commodities  very 
necessary  to  the  defence  of  the  Colonies,  and  if  indulged 
in  selling  the  same  would  immediaiely  set  about  it:  And 
WHEREAS  the  Continental  Congress,  moved  by  considera- 
tions of  justice  as  well  as  policy,  did  finally  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  said  petitioners,  and  lost  any  evil  disposed 
persons  might  take  undue  advantages  of  the  scarcity  of 
tea  which  would  necessarily  take  place  trom  its  future  im- 
portation being  proliibiied,  they  wisely  limited  the  price  of 
all  bohea  teas  at  ^  of  a  dollar,  and  lliat  oi  the  other  teas 


at  such  prices  as  would  be  fixed  by  the  committees;  al- 
lowing by  the  said  resolve  a  generous  and  more  than  usual 
price  lor  the  tea  on  hand,  and  thereby  coinpcnsaling  the 
owners  for  any  losses  they  might  have  sustained  by  not 
being  permitted  to  sell  the  same  in  the  interval  between 
the  cvpiralion  of  the  time  limited  for  its  consumplioii  and 
the  date  of  the  resolve  annulling  that  resolution  :  .\nd 
whereas  divers  of  the  said  lea  holders,  not  content  with 
the  advanced  price  of  tea  allowed  by  the  Coniirf^s.  and 
forgetting  the  patriotic  principles  which  induced  them  to 
import  it,  as  well  as  the  services  they  once  iiUended  to  do 
their  country  by  speedily  turning  that  perishable  article 
into  money  and  employing  those  sums  in  the  iin[i(_.ri  ition 
of  articles  essential  to  the  defence  of  the  United  ^it^llcs  of 
America,  have  refused  to  dispose  of  their  stock  ot  lea  on 
hand,  designing  to  postpone  the  sale  thereof  unid  such 
time  as  an  artificial  scarcity  shall  induce  the  good  u-omrn 
of  this  JStale  to  tempt  them  to  vend  it  by  offering  exorbi- 
tant prices  :  And  whereas  others  of  the  said  tea  holders 
have  already,  in  various  and  manifold  instances,  sold  tea 
for  double  the  price  allowed  by  the  Congress,  and  by  in- 
volving so  many  in  a  transgression  of  the  said  resolve  ex- 
pect to  escape  the  just  punishment  demanded  by  it :  And 
whereas  the  said  unjustifiiible  and  mercenary  practices  of 
the  said  tea  holders,  hath  in  many  instances  brought  upon 
them  the  resentment  of  the  people,  and  many  riotous 
proceedings  have  thereby  been  occasioned,  to  the  great 
disturbance  of  the  quiet  and  breach  of  the  peace  and  goixl 
order  of  the  community  :  And  whereas  monopolies  and 
forestalling  designed  to  create  an  artificial  scarcity,  and 
distressing  the  people,  deprive  them  of  their  property,  have 
ever  been  jusily  deemed  proper  objects  of  reprehension, 
and  called  for  the  interposition  of  the  Legislature  :  This 
Convention  lor  the  reason  aforesaid  find  themselves  con- 
strained by  the  great  duties  ihey  owe  their  constituents, 
and  the  (ieneral  Congress  to  effectually  provide  that  the 
said  resolve  be  no  longer  violated  in  this  Stale,  and  the 
more  so  as  the  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New-York  were 
solicited  by  the  said  lea  holders  to  use,  and  did  e.xert,  their 
influence  to  obtain  it. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  committees  of  ihe  seve- 
ral counties  within  this  State  do  forihwith  take  into  their 
custody  from  every  tea  merchant,  shop  keeper,  or  oilier 
person  or  persons  whatsoever  in  this  State,  all  llie  bohea 
lea  which  shall  be  found  in  their  possession,  over  and  above 
the  quantity  of  25lbs.  respectively,  and  appoint  some  re- 
spectable person  or  persons  to  retail  the  same  in  small 
quanlilies  to  any  persons  that  may  apply  to  purchase  the 
same  al  the  rate  of  6s.  per  lb  and  that  the  money  arising  by 
such  sale  be  paid  to  llie  said  commiliee,  and  by  llicm  kept 
for  and  delivered  lo  ihe  proprietor  of  such  tea,  on  his  ap- 
plication in  person  or  by  order  for  ihe  same. 

That  the  person  or  persons  appointed  to  retail  the  said 
tea  be  authorized  lo  demand  and  receive  from  the  purchasers 
ihereot  '3d.  per  lb.  for  his  or  their  expense  and  trouble  in 
executing  the  trust  hereby  reposeil  in  him  or  them.  Tiiat 
die  jiersoM  or  persons  so  to  be  appointed,  shall  lake  an  oath 
for  Ihe  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust  hereby  reposed  in 
him  or  them,  before  the  chairman  of  the  county  committee, 
and  give  security  to  ihe  said  chairman,  lo  pay  lo  the  said 
committee  the  money  he  or  they  may  or  shall  receive  for 
the  lea,  so  by  him  or  them  sold  agreeable  to  the  above  re- 
solutions. 

That  the  person  or  persons  to  be  appointed  to  sell  the 
said  lea,  c!o  not  sell  more  than  12lbs.  lo  any  one  person  for 
ihe  use  of  any  one  family.  That  if  any  of  the  tea  holders, 
or  their  agents  within  this  Stale,  in  order  to  prevent  its  be- 
ing sokl  al  the  above  meniioncd  price  to  evade  the  intent 
of  those  resolves,  or  for  any  olher  reason  or  purpose  what- 
soever, shall  hereafter  export  or  import  out  ot  or  into  this 
Stale,  any  India  lea,  shall  forfeit  double  the  value  thereof 
lo  the  cominitlee  of  the  county,  out  of  or  into  which  the 
same  shall  be  exporied  or  imported.  That  public  notice 
shall  be  given  by  the  person  or  persons  appointed  as  afore- 
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said,  to  sell  the  said  tea  at  least  ten  days  before  he  or  they 
open  the  same  for  sale,  that  those  who  want  may  liave  an 
equal  chance  of  being  supplied. 

The  sanne  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  rangers  ordered  from  Ulster  county 
to  this  place  be  subject  to  the  order  and  direction  of  the 
committee  appointed  for  tlie  detecting  conspirncies,  &c. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  Dr. 
Osborne  for  medicines  for  tlie  use  of  tiie  regunent  com- 
manded by  Colo.  Jacobus  Swanwout,  made  tlie  followmg 
report. 

"  Whereas,  your  committee  are  informed  by  said  Doc- 
tor Osborne,  that  part  of  the  men  under  the  command  of 
Colo.  Jacobus  Swartwout,  in  General  Clinton's  brigade  in 
Continental  service,  are  in  great  distress  for  want  of  me- 
dicines, and  that  Colo.  Swartwout  had  requested  Dr.  ^Ic- 
Knight,  one  of  the  Continental  hospital  surgeons  to  supply 
his  regiment  with  the  same,  who  hath  requested  said  doc- 
tor Osborne  to  apply  to  this  Convention,  your  committee 
agreeable  to  the  powers  given  by  the  Convention,  have 
thought  proper  to  supply  and  have  supplied  the  said  Dr. 
Osborne  with  IbVI.  sal  catharlus,  and  lbs  cortex 

peruviana,  out  of  tlie  store  of  medicines  belonging  to  this 
Convention,  for  which  your  committee  have  taken  a  re- 
ceipt from  Dr.  Osborne  ;  which  said  receipt  amounting  to 
the  sum  of  £3  6s.  Od.  together  with  tlie  orders  from  (^olo. 
Swanwout  and  Doctor  McKnight,  respecting  the  same, 
your  committee  now  here  produce." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  receipt  and  orders  be  filed  with 
the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  and  that  he  charge  the  said  £'3 
6s.  Od.  to  Continental  account. 

A  letter  from  Joshua  Ambler,  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  Poundridge  in  Westchester  county,  dated  the  1.5th 
inst.  informing  that  there  is  danger  of  the  prisoners  of  w-ar 
going  off  to  the  enemy,  as  one  of  them  is  already  gone 
off  to  Long  island.  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Major  Locliwood  repair  immediately  to 
Poundridge  and  Bedford,  in  Westchester  county,  to  in- 
quire into  the  state  of  the  prisoners  of  war  confined  there, 
and  if  he  should  find  it  necessary,  that  he  cause  the  pri- 
vates to  be  conveyed  under  a  proper  guard  to  Woodbury, 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  the  officers  who  are  pri- 
soners on  parol,  to  Danbury  in  the  same  State.  Major 
Lockwood  to  be  furnished  with  the  blank  parols,  to  be  by 
him  filled  up,  for  all  of  the  said  prisoners  as  are  confined 
there  on  parol.  The  old  parols  to  be  cancelled,  and  that 
Major  Lockwood  at  his  discretion  setde  with  and  advance 
to  the  prisoners  the  rations  and  other  provisions  allowed  by 
the  resolve  of  Congress,  as  may  appear  to  him  to  be  justly 
due  to  them. 


FRIDAY  MORNING. 

Odor.  18th,  1776. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pbesent — Peter  R.  Livingston,  Prest. 

Col.  AllisoQ — Orange. 

Mr.  Adgate — Albany. 

Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Lockwood — Westchester, 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Gelston— SuiTo/fc.  ■' , 

Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Moore— Tri/on. 

Mr.  Contine,  Mr.  Wisner — Ulster.  •     '  . 

Mr.  Webster — Charlotte. 
Mr.  Landon — Dutches. 
Colo.  Ba'dey— Gloucester. 

Mr.  Duer  brought  inlo  Committee  an  affidavit  sworn  to 
by  William  B.  Aluer,  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Durlin's  company 
in  Col.  Humphrey's  regiment,  setting  forth  that  a  certain 
Jacob  Dean  in  Charlolte  precinct,  hag  refused  to  receive 
the  paper  emission  of  the  Continental  Congress  in  payment 
for  a  parcel  of  deer's  leather,  w  hich  tlie  said  Alger  had 
bought  from  the  said  Jacob  Deane.  Thereupon, 


Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  for  inquiring 
into  and  defeating  conspiracies,  &;c.  be  requested  to  cause 
liie  said  Jacob  Deane  to  be  apprehended  and  brought  be- 
fore them  to  be  examined  and  dealt  with  as  to  them  shall 
seem  meet. 

Mr.  Gelslon  informed  the  Committee  that  he,  as  one  of 
the  committee  appointed  by  die  resolution  of  the  Congress 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  saltpetre  in  Sulfolk  coun- 
ty, for  the  use  of  this  State,  requested  that  sixty  pounds 
may  be  advanced  him  on  account  to  pay  for  a  certain  (juan- 
tity  of  saltpetre  by  him  purchased.  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  advance  to 
David  Celston,  Esq.  the  sum  of  £60,  to  enable  him  to 
pay  for  a  certain  quantity  of  salpetre  purchased  on  account, 
and  for  the  use  of  this  State,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Congress  of  this  State,  and  that  Mr.  Gelston  give  his 
receipt  to  account  for  the  said  sum. 

Tlie  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  account  of 
Jacamiah  Allen,  for  guarding  the  cannon  at  King's  Bridge, 
reported  that  they  have  examined  into  the  said  accounts, 
and  from  what  appears  to  them,  they  think  Mr.  Allen's 
account  ought  to  be  paid.  Referred  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Moore  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  certificates  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Wal- 
kill  precinct,  relative  to  Mr.  Wisner's  having  manutaclured 
9,184  pounds  of  gunpowder  delivered  in  their  report,  which 
was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Henry 
Wisner  Junr.  Esqr.  the  sum  of  £459  4^.  Od.  for  the  boun- 
ly  on  9,184  pounds  of  gunpowder  manufactured  by  him, 
between  the  1st  day  of  March  to  the  9th  day  of  June  last, 
as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  William  VVilkins,  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  Walkill  in  Ulster  county. 

Mr.  Allen  fioin  the  committee  appointed  to  establish  and 
employ  riders  between  this  place  and  I  lead-Quarters,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  daily  intelligence,  delivered  in 
their  report  relative  to  the  persons  and  the  terms  on  which 
they  agreed  with  them  to  ride,  (Sec.  The  same  was  read  and 
agreed  to.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Auditor-General  do,  until  further 
order  of  this  House,  audit  from  lime  to  time  the  accounts, 
and  allow  to  Odel,  Miclil.  and  John  Crygier, 

each  16s.  per  day  for  performing  the  services  of  post  riders 
from  the  lime  of  their  riding  first  commencing,  that  is 
Odcl,  from  the  17ih  Sept  last,  Mitchel,  from  the 

18th,  and  John  Cregier  from  the  19lh  of  same  month. 

Friday  Afternoon,  Odor.  9lh,  1776. 
The  Commillee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Peese.vt — Colo.  Livinjslon,  Frest. 
Mr.  Landon — Dutches. 
Colo.  Bailey — Gloucester. 

Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate,  Colo.  Livingston — .Albany. 
Mr.  Mills — H'estchester. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith— Suffolk.  \: 
Colo.  Allison — Orange. 

Mr.  We>'AeT~Charlotte.  ' 
Colo.  Dc  Witt,  Mr.  Contine— f/Wcr. 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Paris — Tryon. 


SATURDAY  MORNING. 

Ocio.  mh,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Colo.  Livingston,  Prest. 
Mr.  Jay — New-York. 
Colo.  Allison — Orange. 
Mr.  Smith— Suffolk. 

Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate,  Colo.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gaoserort— 

Jlibany. 

Mr.  MMa~Westcheiler. 
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Colo.  Bailey— O'"""*'*''- 

M,.  Contine,  Mr.  Wisner,  Jtinr.— Ulster. 

>Ir.  Moore,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 

Major  Landon,  Mr.  Schenk,  Mr.  Sacket,  Capt.  Piatt— i)«/<rAcs. 

jfr.  Duer,  Mr.  Webster — Charlotte. 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  at  Saratoga,  Oclr. 
16th,  containing  llie  intelligence  of  the  destruction  of  our 
fleet  on  Champlain,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing: 

"Saratosa  Octr.  16/A,  1776,  > 
ti  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  J 

"  Sir — By  a  letter  from  Generals  Gates  and  Arnold,  I 
am  advised  of  the  total  destruction  of  our  fleet  on  Lake 
Champlain,  and  lliat  it  is  beyond  doubt  that  the  enemy  mean 
to  attack  our  army  at  Ticonderoga.  I  have  written  to  Gene- 
ral Ten  Broeck  to  march  up  the  miliiia  under  liis  command, 
and  I  have  also  applied  to  that  of  ihe  neighbouring  Slates. 
General  Gates  wishes  to  be  sustained  by  an  army  of  10  or 
12,000  of  them.  It  is  certainly  of  the  highest  importance 
that  all  the  militia  that  can  be  spared  should  march  up 
without  delay,  either  to  support  General  Gales,  if  there 
should  be  lime,  or  to  cover  his  reiieai  should  he  be  re- 
duced to  the  necessity  of  quilling  his  ground;  and  I  must 
tiierefore  intreat  your  aid.  Permit  me  to  suggest  that  I 
believe  the  Convention's  moving  to  Albany  would  be  at- 
tended with  good  consequences. 

"  I  am  sir,  most  respectfully, 

*'  Your  obt.  hble.  servt, 

"PHIL.  SCHUYLER. 

"  To  the  Honble.  Abm.  Yates,  Esqr. 

President  of  the  Convention." 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  said  letter  be  sent  to  Congress 
and  General  Washington  by  e.\press. 

A  letter  from  the  marine  committee  of  the  Continent, 
dated  the  12th  inst.  signed  by  John  Hancock,  Robert  Mor- 
ris and  seven  others,  was  read,  relative  to  the  safely  of  ilie 
Continental  ships  building  at  Poughkeepsie. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  immediately  transmit- 
ted to  the  superintendent  there. 

A  letter  from  Govr.  Morris,  dated  at  Boonton,  13th  Octr. 
1776,  assigning  reasons  for  his  noti-atlendance,  and  en- 
closing a  letter  from  Treasurer  Lott,  dated  the  9lh  inst.  as- 
signing the  reasons  for  his  non-attendance,  with  his  ac- 
counts agreeable  to  order,  [was  received  and  read.] 

A  Icticr  from  Tench  Tilghman,  Esqr.  dated  the  17th  inst. 
directed  to  Mr.  Duer  of  the  committee  of  intelligence,  was 
read. 

General  Bailev  had  leave  of  absence. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Colo.  Liiddington  deliver  the  19  guns 
taken  from  the  dis.iffecled  persons,  to  James  Weeks,  who 
is  lequested  to  keep  thetn  in  his  care  till  further  order. 

Mr.  Contine  delivered  in  the  muster  roll  of  Capt.  De- 
wit's  company  of  Ulster  county  rangers,  and  requested 
the  remainder  of  the  bounty.    Ordered  to  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  muster  roil  be  leferred  to  the 
Auditor-General  to  be  lirst  audiied. 

A  petition  of  Christian  Colics  for  £40  or  £50,  lo  ena- 
ble him  10  set  up  his  wire  works,  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr  Moore  for  ammunition  for 
the  Tryon  county  rangers.    Nothing  done  thereon. 

Resolutions  to  appoint  a  commiifee  to  proceed  to  Albany 
and  concert  measures  with  Gcnl.  Schuyler  for  the  defence 
of  the  northern  frontier  of  this  Slate,  was  read  and  agreed 
to,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Committee  of  Safely  for  the  State  of  New- York  > 

Fishkill,  Octor.  VJlh,  1776  ] 

Whereas,  information  has  been  received  by  this  com- 
mittee from  the  Honble.  Major-Genl.  Schuyler,  command- 
ing the  Continental  army  in  the  norihern  department,  of 
the  total  destruction  of  our  fleet  on  Lake  Champlain,  and 
that  it  is  beyond  doubt  that  the  enemy  mean  to  aiiack  our 
aritiy  now  at  Ticonderotra:  And  where.^s  it  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  the  safety  of  this  Slate,  and  to  the  ge 


neral  cause  of  America,  that  the  lcgi.«iative  authority  of  il,i. 
Slate  should  make  the  most  vigorous  and  decisive  exer- 
tions for  repelling  the  pro^-ress  of  ihc  cnemys  arms,  and 
for  preserving  the  lives,  liberty  and  property  of  ihe  good 
people  of  this  State  from  falling  a  sacrifice  to  a  l^Tan- 
nical,  merciless  and  savage  enemy:  A.nd  WHr:uKAs  the 
Convention  of  this  State  did  on  the  ]5ih  inst.  apn.mt  out 
of  their  body,  a  Committee  of  Safely,  w,ih  full  p.r.v.rs  to 
transact  all  such  busmess,  and  excicisc  such  anih,  riiv  as 
should  more  immediately  concern  the  safety  of  ihn  ."-i-iin  - 
Resolved,  That  a  commiltee  be  fonhwuh  npi.J  .'aj  to 
repair  to  the  cily  of  Albany,  in  order  to  ccpe'r-i..'  wiih 
Major-General  Schuyler  on  devising  and  carrying  imo  ox- 
ecuiion  all  such  measures  as  they  shall  deem  ino,i  crL-c- 
lual  for  repelling  the  invasion  of  tlie  enemy's  armv  on  tiie 
northern  and  western  frontiers  of  this  Slate,  atid'ihai  for 
this  purpose,  they  be  invesied  wiili  full  powers  to  caif  out 
the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  militia  of  the  counties  of 
Tryon,  Charlotte,  Cumberland,  Gloucester  and  Albany,  to 
such  place  or  places  as  they  shall  think  proper  and'  ne- 
cessary. 

Resolved,  That  Colo.  Van  Rensselaer,  with  the  detach- 
ment of  his  miliiia  now  at  the  house  of  Jno.  Carpenter,  in 
Chailotle  precinct,  postpone  his  march  till  such  time  as  he 
shall  receive  orders  from  the  commiltee  appointed  by  ihe 
Convention  of  the  State  of  New-York,  for  the  puipose  of 
inquiring  into,  delecting  and  defeating  all  conspiracies 
formed  in  the  State  of  New-York  against  the  liberties  of 
America. 

Resolved,  That  ihe  colonels  of  all  the  regiments  of  mi- 
litia, or  in  their  absence,  the  ne.xt  commandinij  officer  in 
Ulster  county  be  forthwith  ordered  to  hold  iheiT regiments 
in  readiness  with  three  days'  provisions,  to  march  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning. 

Resolved.  That  the  officers  and  men  of  the  militia  so 
called  out,  shall  be  entitled  to  Continental  pay  and  rations 
during  the  time  they  are  actually  in  service. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the 
committees  of  Albany,  Tryon,  Gloucester,  Charlotte  and 
Cumberland,  to  give  all  possible  aid  to  the  commanding 
officers  of  iheir  respective  militia,  in  calling  out  and  equip- 
ping the  said  miliiia,  and  that  the  said  committees  do  car- 
ry into  execution  all  such  other  measures  as  to  them  sliali 
be  recommended  by  ihe  committee  hereafter  named. 

Resolved,  That  Brigr.  Genl.  Abm.  Ten  Broeck,  Evert 
Bancker,  Jacob  Cuyler,  John  Bleecker,  John  Taylor, 
James  Duane,  Robt  R.  Living.ston,  Robert  Yates,  Chris- 
topher Yates,  John  Ten  Broeck,  Volkert  Veder  and  Wm. 
Harper,  Esqis.  be  the  committee  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying into  execution  the  above  resolutions  ;  and  that  any 
foui  of  them  with  a  chairman  be  a  quorum. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  Major-General 
Schuyler,  inclosing  him  a  copy  of  those  resolutions;  and 
that  copies  of  the  same  be  immediaiely  transmitted  to  the 
committees  of  Albany,  Tryon,  Gloucester,  Cumberland 
and  Charlotte,  and  to  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Esq.  who  is 
earnestly  requested  to  proceed  to  Albany,  and  to  give  no- 
tice to  the  other  gentlemen  above  mentioned  of  their  ap- 
pointment. 

Saturday  Afternoon,  Octr.  I9th,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Colo.  Livingston,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates — Albany. 
Genl.  ViMty— Gloucester. 
Mr.  W.  SmiXh— Suffolk. 
Colo.  Allison — Orange. 
Mr.  Mills — H'estche^ter. 

Mr.  Contine,  Mr.  Wisner,  Junr. — Ulster.  ' 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Newkirk— Tn/on.  '  ' 

Mr.  Schenk,  Mr.  Landon— Dutches.  ^  '   '  '' 

Major.  Webster — Charlotte. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Contine, 
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Ordered.  That  Robert  Boyd,  cliairman  of  Ulster  county, 
pay  unto  Capt.  Jacob  R.  Dewitl  the  remainini;  half  of  the 
bounty  due  to  his  company,  out  of  the  money  in  his 
hands. 

Ordered,  That  each  member  be  allowed  to  take  one  of 
the  guns  now  at  Capt.  Weeks's  for  his  own  present  use 
out  of  those  19  delivered  there  by  Colo.  Luddenion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sacket  be  requcsied  to  send  up  a 
box  of  catridges  to  this  place,  out  of  the  store  at  the  land- 
ing. 

Resolved,  That  Colo.  Van  Cortland  and  Mr.  Wisner  be 
authorized  to  impress  as  many  pickaxes,  stubbing  hoes, 
spades  or  shovels,  or  any  other  intrenching  tools  that  may 
be  wanted  at  the  works  at  or  near  Peekskill,  in  the  High- 
lands, they  paying  the  value  thereof,  or  returning  the  same 
to  the  proprietors. 

Resolved,  That  the  colonels  of  all  the  regiments  of 
militia,  or  in  their  absence,  the  next  commandiii!;  olRcer  in 
Ulster  county,  be  forthwith  ordered  to  hold  their  regiments 
in  readiness,  with  three  days'  provisions,  to  march  at  a 
moment's  warning. 


MONDAY  MORNING. 

21st  Octr.  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Colo.  Livingston,  Prest. 
Colo.  Brasher,  Mr.  Eoosevelt — New-York. 
Colo.  Allison— Orange. 

Colo.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  j\Ir.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate — Albany. 

JVIr.  Contine — Ulster. 

Mr.  Smith— Suffolk. 

JVIr.  Moore,  Mr.  Paris— Tryon. 

Major  Landon,  Major  Schenk — Dutches. 

Mr.  Mills — Westchester. 

Colo.  Dner,  Major  Wehsler-Charlotte. 

Mr.  Duer,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gansevoort,  moved  that  the 
Secretaries  be  ordered  to  postpone  the  printing  and  publish- 
ing of  the  salt  and  tea  resolves,  whicli  were  agreed  to  in 
this  Committee  on  the  as  the  Committee  of  Safely 

did  not  then  consist  of  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to 
determine  any  reports  which  had  originated  in  the  Conven- 
tion of  this  State. 

Debates  arose,  and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was 
carried  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wm.  Duer,  moved 
that  the  printing  and  publication  of  the  resolves  relative  to 
salt  and  tea  be  postponed  for  further  consideration. 

Debates  arose,  and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was 
carried  in  the  afnrmative.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretaries  do  postpone  the  publica- 
tions of  the  said  resolves  till  ftiriher  orders. 

A  certificate  of  Mr.  Gerard  Bancker,  Deputy  Treasu- 
rer, in  the  words  following,  was  read  : 

"I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  pay  roll  of  Captain  Jacob 
Rutzen  De  Witt's  company,  amounting  to  five  hundred  and 
ten  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence  hall-penny, 
has  been  by  me  carefully  examined,  that  the  amount  ot  it  as 
now  corrected  is  right.  'I'hat  he  has  produced  to  me  a  certifi- 
cate of  hisand  his  lieutenants,  havingtaken  the  oath  prescrib- 
ed by  a  resolution  of  Convention  of  the  23rd  July  lasi,  to  be 
taken  previous  to  his  receiving  his  pay;  and  that  the  char- 
ges for  pay  and  subsistence  are  in  his  said  roll,  made  agree- 
able to  the  aforesaid  resolution. 

"GERARD  BANXKER. 

"FuhkUl,  2Ut  October,  1776." 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Capt. 
Jacob  Rutzen  Dewit,  the  remaining  Inlf  bounty  due  to  his 
company  of  rangers  raised  in  Ulster  county  ;  as  also  the 
sum  of  £510  ITs.  fyld.  for  pay  and  subsistence,  agreea- 
ble to  the  muster  roll  of  the  said  company,  as  by  ^Mr. 
Bancker  examined  and  certified  this  day  to  be  right. 
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An  account  of  Petrus  Bogardus  against  the  Continent, 
for  transporting  with  liis  sloop  Capt.  Daniel  Runnels'  com- 
pany of  80  men,  of  Colo.  Tash's  regiment  of  troops  in 
Continental  service,  from  Fishkill  in  Dutches  county,  to  the 
works  at  Red  Hook  on  Hudson  river,  with  their  bagu^age, 
which  account  amounts  to  £4,  was  produced  and  read. 

A  certificate  of  Capt.  Daniel  Runnels  that  bO  men  and 
their  baggage  had  been  transported  in  the  said  sloop  from 
FislikilUo  Red  Hook  aforesaid,  was  also  read,  and  u  ap- 
peared to  the  Committee  of  Safety  that  the  said  sloop  was 
engaged  and  taken  up  to  transport  the  said  troops  at  the  re- 
quest of  two  of  the  field  officers  of  that  regiment,  wlio 
were  then  present,  and  from  necessity  for  despatch  and  be- 
cause they  found  that  part  of  the  regiment  too  much  fatigu- 
ed to  march  through  the  Highlands.  Therefore, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
said  Petrus  Bogardus,  or  his  order,  the  sum  £4,  taking 
his  receipt  for  the  same,  and  that  the  Treasurer  charge 
the  same  to  Continental  account. 

"  Mr.  Abraham  Yates  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  muster  rolls  of  the  different  corps  of  rangers 
in  the  counties  of  Albany,  Tryon  and  Charlotte,  beg  leave 
to  lay  before  this  Committee  of  Safety,  the  following  facts. 

"  That  on  the  23d  of  July  1776,  the  Convention  ordered 
the  raising  of  a  number  of  rangers  in  the  several  aforesaid 
counties,  the  officers  and  men  on  Continental  pay,  the  cap- 
tain 165.  the  lieutenant  14i.  and  each  non-commissioned 
officer  and  private  10s.  a  week  in  lieu  of  all  subsistence, 
with  an  addition  of  a  bounty  of  y25,  to  each  non-couimis- 
sioned  officer  and  private.  That  the  officers  and  privates 
were  to  furnish  themselves  with  one  good  musket  or  fire- 
lock, powder  horn,  bullet  pouch,  tomahawk,  blanket  and 
knapsack,  one-half  the  bounty  to  be  paid  to  every  able 
bodied  man  wiien  he  shall  pass  muster,  the  other  half  to 
be  remitted  by  this  Convention  to  the  said  respective  coun- 
ty committees,  to  be  by  them  issued  to  the  captain  of  their 
respective  companies  and  immediately  distributed  to  the 
men. 

"  That  the  officers  before  they  receive  their  warrant,  take 
an  oath  before  the  chairman  of  the  county  committee  from 
whence  he  is  recommended,  that  he  will  once  in  every 
month,  or  as  soon  after  the  expiration  of  any  month  as 
possible,  transmit  to  the  Convention,  or  future  Jjegislature 
of  this  State,  a  muster  roll  of  the  names  of  every  officer  and 
private  under  his  command,  and  the  respective  times  of 
their  enlistment  and  service.  Your  committee  on  perusing 
the  returns  find  that  it  does  not  appear  that  the  officers  have 
been  qualified  agreeable  to  the  said  resolve,  nor  does  it  ap- 
pear as  it  ought  to  do,  that  either  the  officers  or  men  have 
furnished  themselves  with  a  musket  or  firelock,  powder- 
iiorn,  bullet  pouch  and  tomahawk,  blanket  and  knapsack. 

"  Notwithstanding  which  your  committee  beg  leave  to 
suggest,  that  from  the  dangers  this  State  is  in  from  our  ex- 
ternal as  well  as  internal  enemies,  and  the  great  usefulness 
of  the  rangers  to  this  State  if  they  are  diligent  and  faith- 
ful, it  would  be  imprudent  if  not  dangerous,  to  defer  the 
payment  of  the  bounty,  subsistence  and  pay  to  the  ran- 
gers, and  therefore  propose  the  following  resolve. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  £600  be  remitted  to  the 
committee  of  the  county  of  Albany,  £1,900  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  county  of  Tryon,  and  £600  to  the  commit- 
tee of  the  county  of  Charlotte,  to  enable  them  to  discharge 
the  pay,  bounty  and  subsistence  of  sucliable  bodied  men 
enlisted  in  the  rangers  furnished,  and  accoutred  agreeable 
to  the  aforesaid  resolve.  The  county  committee  of  each 
of  those  counties  to  be  accountable  to  the  Convention,  or 
future  Legislature  of  this  Stale  for  the  expenditure  of  those 
moneys,  and  to  return  complete  accounts  of  the  expendi- 
ture and  disbursements  thereof,  as  particular  and  expedi- 
tiously as  possible,  therein  distinguishing  between  bounty 
pay  and  subsistence  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
several  committees,  that  none  of  these  moneys  be  paid  to 
either  officers  or  men,  until  a  proper  muster  roll  be  made 
out  under  the  oaths  of  the  captain  or  commanding  officer 
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J  oiiicr  officers  of  each  company,  if  not  already  sworn 
btfore  llicir  receipt  of  their  warrants,  that  so  many  able 
l^'icd  men  are  enlisted  and  accoutred  in  each  company  in 
iJiis  manner  aforesaid. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  several  committees  be  furnished 
with  copies  of  the  aforegoing  report  and  resolves." 

Which  report  being  agreed  to,  it  was, 

Ordered,  That  llie  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
John  Moore,  Esqr.  the  sum  of  £1,900,  to  be  by  him  re- 
mitted to  the  committee  of  Tn'on  county,  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  off  the  remaining  half  of  the  bounty,  and  one 
month's  pay  and  subsistence  to  the  three  companies  of  ran- 
gers raised'in  the  said  county,  pursuant  to  the  resolutions 
of  the  Convention  of  this  State,  the  said  committee  to  be 
accountable  for  the  expenditure  of  the  same. 

Monday  Afternoon,  Odor.  21si,  1776. 
PBrsEST— Colo.  Livingston,  President. 
Colo.  Brasher— A'cio- i'orfc. 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Puns— Tryon. 
Major  Schenk,  Major  Landon— Dutches. 
Colo-  Allison— Orange. 
Mr.  iUl\s— Westchester. 

A  letter  from  Colo.  Peter  Van  Ness,  dated  at  Clave- 
rack  the  14th  inst.  enclosuig  two  pay  rolls.  The  one  of  a 
detachment  of  Colo.  Livingston's  regiment  of  militia  ;  the 
oUier  of  a  detachment  of  Colo.  Van  Ness's  regiment  of 
mihtia,  for  their  service  in  quieting  tories. 

Ordered,  to  be  referred  to  the  Convention. 

A  letter  from  Lewis  McDonald,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Bedford  in  Westchester  county,  dated  the  19th 
inst.  relative  to  Stephen  Baxter,  Junr.  who  is  now  sent 
under  guard  to  this  Committee,  by  order  of  said  committee 
of  Bedford,  charged  with  having  rescued  a  prisoner,  and 
also  disarming  and  otherwise  abusing  Isaac  Smith. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter,  together  with  the  priso- 
ner, be  referred  to  the  committee  for  inquiring  into  and 
defeating  all  conspiracies,  &c. 


TUESDAY  MORNING, 

Odor.  22nd,  1776. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met. 

PassKxr— Colo.  Livingston,  Prest. 

Colo.  Brasher — New-York. 

Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  VCebstei— Charlotte. 

Mr.  .K.  Yalcs,  .Mr.  Gansevort,  Mr.  Adgate—Mbany. 

Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Smith— Su/oifc. 

Mr.  MiUs— H'«/cAf5(er. 

Mr.  Conline,  Mr.  Wisner— t/Zster. 

Col.  Allison — Orange. 

Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  Schenk,  Capt.  PUU— Dutches. 

Capt.  Samuel  Tuder  one  of  the  superintendents  of  the 
Continental  frigates  building  at  Poughkeepsie,  attending, 
informed  the  Committee  that  the  said  frigates  were  by  the 
Honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  ordered  to  be  launch- 
ed as  soon  as  possible,  that  one  if  not  both  of  them  will  be 
leady  to  be  launched  in  a  few  days,  but  that  they  are  at 
present  destitute  of  anchors  and  cables.  Capt.  Tuder 
therefore  requests  that  he  may  be  furnished  with  an  order 
on  the  person  at  the  landing  at  Fishkill,  for  the  loan  of 
such  anchors,  cables  and  other  stores  belonging  to  and  ta- 
ken out  of  the  vessels  sunk  at  Fort  Washington,  as  may 
be  necessarily  required  in  the  launching  of  the  said  fri- 
gates. Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  person  who  hath  the  charge  of  the 
anchors,  cables  and  other  stores  at  I'lshkiU  landing,  and 
which  were  taken  from  on  board  the  vessels  nosv  sunk  at 
Mount  Washington,  deliver  to  Capt.  Samuel  Tudor,  or  his 
Older,  such  of  the  said  anchors,  cables  or  other  stores  as 
he  may  require  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  frigates 


building  at  Poughkeepsie,  taking  liis  receipt  for  the  same. 

Colo.  John  Field  having  declined  the  business  of  supe- 
rintending the  repairing  of  the  roads  in  the  Hi-hlands,  to 
which  he  was  appointed  on  the  'nh  inst.  thcrr-torc, 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  Dirck  BruickcrhoiT.  bu'  and  is 
hereby  appointed  in  the  place  of  Colo.  John  FieM,  lo  su- 
perintend the  repairing  of  the  road  m  the  llmlilami-,  \vui» 
the  same  powers  and  agreeable  to  the  resolutions  ^'.t  the 
5th  inst. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  were  informed  t'lai  Jlonrv 
WyckofT  declining  the  purchasing  of  clolhin:!  for  iho  troops 
agreeable  to  the  resolution  of  the  day  oi 

and  that  Mr.  Paul  Schenk  is  willing  to  undertake  li'at  ser- 
vice, and  has  already  purchased  sundry  articles  for  that 
purpose  to  the  amount  of  £250. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Paul  Schenk  be  and  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed in  the  room  of  Henry  WykofF,  to  purchase  cU  tliiii  r 
for  and  on  account  of  the  Convention  of  this  Stale.  fi,r  U.e 
purposes  of  furnishing  the  troops  in  service  with  cloilun'.r, 
and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  btate,  do  advance  to  the  said 
Paul  Schenk  on  his  receipt,  the  sum  of  £100,  which  was 
ordered  by  the  said  resolutions  to  be  paid  to  the  said  flcnrv 
Wj'ckoff,  and  the  further  sum  of  £200,  for  the  .same  pur- 
pose, for  which  three  hundred  pounds  the  said  Paul  Schenk 
is  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  from  Tench  Tilghman,  Esqr.  to  the  committee 
of  correspondence,  requesting  an  immediate  supply  of  flour 
for  the  Continental  army,  was  received  and  read.  There- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  Henry  Schenk  and  Dirck  Jansen, 
Esqrs.  or  their  agents,  jointly  and  severally  be  directed  to 
forward  by  water  towards  the  Continental  annv  in  ^^'est- 
chester  county,  with  all  possible  expedition,  all  the  flour 
they  can  procure ;  and  for  that  purpose  that  they  be  im- 
powered  to  hire  or  impress  vessels,  boats,  wagons  and 
horses,  teams  and  every  other  carriage,  and  to  emplov 
such  persons  under  them  as  they  may  think  best  calcu- 
lated to  execute  this  order  with  the  utmost  expedition;  and 
further  that  they  be  autliorized  to  pledge  the  public  faith 
for  the  payment  of  such  vessels,  boats,  &c.  at  an  appraised 
value,  as  may  through  an  unforseen  accident  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Joseph  Traverse  atPeekskill  Land- 
ing, be  empowered  and  directed  to  receive  all  flour  which 
shall  be  sent  down  at  or  near  Peekskill  Landing,  for  the 
use  of  the  army  in  Westchester  county,  that  he  give  re- 
ceipts to  the  different  boatmen  for  the  cargoes  they  brin?, 
and  take  receipts  of  every  teamster  for  the  loads  he  car- 
ries. 

Resolved,  That  the  Quarter-Master-General  of  the  Con- 
tinental army,  or  his  agents,  be  empowered  to  impress  in 
the  counties  of  Dutches  and  Westchester,  drivers,  horses, 
wagons,  horse  teams,  ox  carts,  and  every  other  carriaire 
which  may  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  use  of  the  Con- 
tinental army,  paying  for  the  same  the  usual  prices. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  forthwith 
transmitted  to  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  and  to 
Brigadier-General  Mifflin,  Quarter-Master-General  of  the 
Continental  army. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  be  one  of  the 
secret  committee  directed  to  be  sent  down  with  the  utmost 
despatch  to  Fort  .Montgomery,  with  such  parts  of  the  chain 
as  is  fixed  in  the  logs,  and  that  Mr.  Henry  Wisner,  Junr. 
cooperate  with  him  in  carrying  this  measure  into  execution 
in  tiie  most  safe  and  expeditious  manner  possible. 

Capt.  Saml.  Tudor,  one  of  the  superintendents  of  the 
building  the  Continental  frigates  at  Poiislikecpsie,  informed 
the  Committee  of  Safety  that  the  said  superintendents  have 
lately  received  a  raft  of  timber  for  which  they  are  indebted, 
and  daily  expect  some  other  rafts  of  timber  for  which  they 
are  to  pay  ready  money.  That  the  said  superintendents 
have  also  some  other  accounts  to  discharge,  are  at  present 
destitute  of  money,  and  cannot  obtain  a  supply  from  the 
Treasurer  of  the  marine  committee. 
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.  Mr.  Tuder  therefore  on  behalf  of  the  said  superinten- 
dents, requested  an  advance  or  a  loan  of  jL'OOO. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Capt.  Samuel  Tudor  as  one  of  the  superintendents,  on  hi.s 
receipt,  the  sura  of  i'600,  and  charge  the  same  to  Conti- 
nental account. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  certificates  of 
the  committee  of  WalkiU  on  the  ITtli  nisi,  reported  that 
Henry  Wisner,  Junr.  and  Moses  Phillips,  had  creeled  a 
powder  mill  in  the  county  of  Ulster,  and  had  the  same 
completed  on  the  20th  day  of  Mav  last  past,  and  agree- 
able to  the  resolves  made  the  16th  day  of  March,  1776,  are 
entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of  £100;  as  also  the  loan  of 
£1000  for  tsvo  years  without  interest,  provided  they  com- 
ply agreeable  to  ihe  resolves  made  for  iJiat  purpose. 

On  reading  of  which  it  was. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  tiiis  Slate,  pay  to  Hen- 
ry Wisner,  Junr.  Esq.  the  sum  of  =£100,  as  a  premium 
for  building  a  powder  mill  in  Ulster  county,  pursuant  to 
the  resolutions  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New-York. 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  Octor.  22d,  1776, 
The  Commiltee  met. 
Present — Colo.  Livingston,  President. 
Colo.  Brasher,  ^Ir.  Roosevelt — NevyYork. 
Col.  Allison— Oraiiijc. 

Mc.  Yaies,  Colo.  Livingston,  iMr.  Adgate — Albany. 

Mr.  Smith— Sii/o/fc. 

Mr.  Jlills — Westchester. 

Mr.  Landon — Dutches. 

Mr.  Conline,  Jlr.  Wisner,  Junr — Ulster. 

Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Duer—Charlotte. 

■  A  resolution  of  the  committee  appointed  for  inquiring, 
&c.  all  conspiracies,  &c.  dated  this  day,  requesting  tiic  ad- 
vance of  £500  for  the  public  service,  [was  received.] 
Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  pay  to  the 
order  of  the  commiltee  appointed  by  the  Convention  of  this 
State,  for  the  purpose  ot  inquiring  into,  detecting  and  de- 
feating all  conspiracies  formed  in  the  said  State  against  the 
liberties  of  America,  the  sum  of  £500,  to  be  accounted 
for  by  the  said  committee  to  the  Convention  of  this  Stite. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  Miflin,  Quarter-Master-Gencral,  dat- 
ed the  19lh  inst.  at  Mount  Washington,  directed  to  Mr. 
Duer,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Keene,  assistant  quarter-masler- 
generai,  be  authorized  to  impress  and  take  possession  of  any 
out  buildings  in  this  neigbourhood  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing the  Continental  stores,  he  paying  a  reasonable  price 
for  the  use  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  letters  be  written  to  the  committee  of 
Ulster  and  Orange  and  Dutches  counties,  requesting  them 
to  send  all  ihe  carpenters  and  masons  that  can  be  procured 
in  their  respective  counties  lo  Pishkill,  and  that  they  en- 
gage them  on  the  lowest  terms  possible. 

A  letter  from  Elisha  Avery  at  Albany,  and  a  recommen- 
dation from  the  committee  of  Albany,  subjoined  on  the 
back,  requesting  the  assistance  ol  Convention  to  forward 
flour  for  the  northern  army,  referred  to  Col.  Brasher  and 
Mr.  Abm.  Yates. 

A  letter  from  Colo.  Jona.  Hasbrouck,  enclosing  a  list  of 
disaffected  persons  in  his  regiment  of  militia,  was  road. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  and  list  be  referred  lo  the  com- 
miltee appointed  to  inquire  into,  6ic.  all  conspiracies,  6lc. 

A  letter  from  Kerr,  and  others  m  (Grange  county  rela- 
tive lo  Gale,  Tredwell  and  Ludlam,  and  a  request  that 
-  they  may  not  be  sent  off,  was  read  and  referred  lo  the 
same  committee. 

A  letter  from  Jos.  Thomas,  Junr.  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Westchester,  accompanying  all  the  prisoners 
from  White  Plains  jail  to  this  place,  was  referred  lo  the 
committee  of  conspiracies. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  advance  lo 


the  committee  of  the  county  of  .\lbany  the  sum  of  £G00, 
and  also  advance  to  the  committee  of  the  county  ol  Cliar- 
lolle  the  sum  of  £600,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  the 
remaining  half  of  the  bounty,  and  one  month's  pay  ami  sub- 
sistence of  the  companies  of  rangers  raised  in  the  said 
counties  respectively,  pursuant  to  the  rcsolmions  of  the 
Convention  of  this  State.  The  said  committees  to  be  ac- 
countable for  the  expenditure  of  tlie  sums  received  by  iliein 
respectively. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  be  made  out  and  dated  the 
1st  of  August,  for  Jacob  Deroiide,  capt. ;  Isaac  Coc,  1st. 
heut. ;  John  Coe,  2nd.  lieut. ;  Abm.  Underdonk,  caut.  ; 
John  Gardner,  1st.  lieut.;  Roger  Ashburn,  2nd.  lieut,;  in 
Colo.  Isaac  Nichol's  regiment.  ,  . 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Octo.  23rd,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PjtESENT — Colo.  Pierre  Van  CortlanJt,  Vice-Prest. 
Mr.  Roosevelt,  Colo.  Brasher — New-York. 

Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  G.  Livingston — Dutchess.  ' 

Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Xi^aie— Albany. 

Mr.  Mills,  Colo.  Van  Coi\ia.nit— Westchester. 

Mr.  Smith— Siz/o/fc.  '  ' 

Mr.  Newkirk — Tnjon. 

Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Wisner— Oroiij-e. 

A  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Albany,  dated  Octor. 
was  received  and  read,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit  ; 

"Albany  Committee  Chamber, 21st  Octor.  1776. 

"  Gentlemen — In  consequence  of  a  request  Iroin  his 
honor  General  Schuyler,  desiring  the  aid  of  our  mili- 
tia, we  have  in  conjunction  with  Brigadier-Gciicral  Ten 
Broeck,  issued  out  orders  for  their  immediate  march  lo 
Fort  Edward  ;  a  part  of  the  militia  have  already  marched 
and  tlie  remainder  are  making  preparations  to  follow  tlieiii, 
but  not  with  that  alacrity  which  the  present  alarming  situa- 
tion of  our  atfairs  in  this  quarter  requires. 

"  Every  district  in  this  county  is  crowded  with  disatTected 
persons;  the  woods  are  full  of  them,  and  notwithstanding 
every  etfort  that  has  been  made  by  our  mililia,  and  the  ran- 
gers to  apprehend  them,  they  still  have  eluded  our  search; 
ilus  county  besides  is  full  of  slaves,  who  probably  may 
already  have  been  tampered  with,  and  all  our  friends  be- 
ing ordered  off,  may  join  with  the  disaffected  in  the  abuse 
or  destruction  of  our  wives,  our  children  and  our  ellects. 
We  have  just  received  a  letter  from  one  of  your  body  to 
his  honor  Genl.  Schuyler,  which  mentions  that  the  whole 
number  of  arms  by  the  last  return  in  the  manor  of  Living- 
ston was  no  more  than  100,  since  which  lime  many  have 
been  drawn  by  the  men  drafted  for  the  Highlands,  ■kc.  and 
that  the  number  of  disaffected  there  is  at  least  three  lo  one. 

"  Our  suspected  enemies  in  this  city  are  conlinuailv 
drawing  off  in  a  secret  manner  into  the  country,  perhaps 
collecting  together  and  awaiting  the  depailure  of  our 
friends  lo  fall  upon  the  remainder  of  us.  The  disaffected 
persons  in  l.ie  county  have  proceeded  lo  open  acts  ol  vio- 
lence;  they  have  plundered  some  of  our  soldiers  ot  their 
arms  on  the  road  in  open  day,  broken  into  ihe  houses  ot 
the  inhabitants  in  the  night  time,  and  robbed  them  of  their 
arms,  ammunition  and  blankets,  and  even  rescued  our  pii- 
soners  from  the  hands  of  those  who  were  guarding  them. 

"  Whether  the  militia  of  Tryon  county  are  also  ordered 
off  or  not  we  do  not  know,  but  they  now  iiold  themselves  in 
readiness  for  a  inarch,  and  we  have  reason  to  fear  trnm  in- 
formation which  we  inclose  that  some  allempl  wiil  be  made 
to  the  westward,  in  which  case  we  should  have  no  frontier 
on  that  side,  hut  remain  entirely  exposed  to  the  undistin- 
guished cruelty  of  the  torturing  savage. 

"  In  this  serious  and  alarming  situation  we  feel  lor  our 
distressed  country,  and  would  apply  lo  your  Honourable 
1  House  for  that  aid,  direction  and  assistance  which  your 
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Jotn  and  power  may  enable  and  induce  you  to  render 
*"  We  would  wish  you  to  take  into  the  most  attentive 
cwiiideration  this  state  of  facts,  as  every  thing  that  is  dear 
lo  u»  depends  upon  what  you  determine. 

"  W'c  would  also  request  you  to  advise  us  whether  it 
vould  not  be  necessary  to  have  some  of  our  vessels  ready 
to  sink  in  such  parts  of  Hudson's  river  as  may  effectually 
stop  the  vessels  of  our  enemy  from  proceeding  up  the  ri- 
rcr  so  as  to  endanger  this  city  or  the  parts  adjacent. 

«'  \Vc  shall  despatch  a  guard  to-morrow  with  about  fifty 
prisoners  now  in  custody  here,  to  be  left  to  your  direction 
on  their  arrival  at  Fishkill  Landing.  We  would  also  beg 
leave  to  inform  you  that  we  have  not  arms  even  sufficient 
to  put  in  the  hands  of  our  friends,  and  no  cannon. 
"  We  are,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  mo.  obt.  servts. 

"  By  order. 
"  JNO.  BARCLAY,  Chairman  p.  tern. 
"  To  the  Conrention  of  the  State 

of  New-York." 

A  deposition  of  Isaac  Peabody  and  Saml.  Allen,  taken 
before  Jons.  Younglove,  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
Bennington,  dated  Octor.  14th,  1776,  and  a  deposition  of 
Isaac  Peabody,  taken  before  the  same  person,  and  of  the 
*amc  date,  both  enclosed  in  the  letter  from  the  committee 
of  Albany,  setting  forth  sundry  facts  relative  to  disatfected 
persons  in  that  quarter,  [were  read.] 

Ordtrcd,  That  the  depositions  and  so  much  of  the  com- 
mittee's letter  as  relates  to  them,  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee for  inquiring  into  conspiracies. 

Whereas  Alexander  Stewart  was,  by  order  of  the  Con- 
vention of  this  State  on  the  27th  July  last,  taken  prisoner 
and  ordered  to  be  kept  in  close  custody  till  their  further 
order,  he  declaring  himself  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  for  inquiring 
into  all  conspiracies,  &c.  be  authorized  to  dispose  of  the 
wid  Alexr.  Stewart  (as  a  prisoner  of  war)  in  such  manner 
as  to  them  shall  appear  most  proper. 

Mr.  Gansevoort  came  into  Committee  and  informed, 
tint  the  committee  for  inquiring  into  conspiracies  have  so 
much  business  on  hand  that  they  cannot  possibly  take  into 
consideration  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany  and 
the  dc|->o5itions  therein  enclosed.  Wliereupon, 

liesoh  td,  That  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  Al- 
bany, of  the  21st  inst.  together  witli  the  depositions  of 
Isaac  Peabody  and  Saml.  Allen,  received  and  read  this 
niorniiig,  as  also  the  deposition  of  John  Hains,  of  Humt. 
precinct,  taken  before  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  all  conspiracies,  &c.  be  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  19ih  inst.  to  repair  to  Albany  in  order  to 
cotipcrate  with  Major-Gcneral  Schuyler  on  devising  and 
carrying  into  cxeculioii  all  such  measures  as  thev  shall 
deem  most  efTcciudl  for  repelling  the  invasion  of  the  ene- 
my's army  on  the  norllicrii  and  western  frontiers  of  this 
State  ;  who  are  hereby  empowered  and  requested  to  take 
the  same  into  immediate  consideration,  and  pursue  such 
measures  and  give  such  directions  therein  as  to  them  shall 
seem  meet  and  necessary. 

The  memorial  of  Andrew  Bosiwick,  an  insolvent  debtor, 
now  confined  in  the  jail  of  Orange  county,  was  presented  to 
the  House,  setting  forth  that  lie  has  been  confined  for  near 
18  months,  notwilhslanding  all  his  ciTorts  to  accomplish  a 
settlement  with  his  creditors,  and  from  tlie  calamity  of  the 
times  cut  off  from  all  hopes  of  obtaining  his  liberty  ;  that 
in  his  present  confinement  he  has  it  not  in  his  power  to 
mend  his  circumstances,  but  that  they  must  of  necessity 
be  daily  growing  worse,  and  praying  for  such  speedy  re- 
lief as  the  nature  and  necessity  of  the  case  requires. 

Resolved,  That  the  sherilT  of  Orange  county  do  release 
the  said  Andrew  Bosiwick  from  confinement  on  his  giving 
to  the  said  sheriff  sufficient  security,  bv  bond  or  otherwise, 
lo  be  forthcoming  at  the  expiration  of  nine  months  from 
Ibe  time  of  taking  such  security. 


Ordered,  That  the  sheriff  of  Orange  county  be  furnisli- 
ed  with  a  copy  of  tiie  aforegoing  resolve. 

Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  came  into  Committee  and  in- 
formed, that  he  is  called  upon  by  sundry  persons  who  have 
demands  on  the  commissioners  who  were  appointed  to  su- 
perintend the  erecting  of  the  fortificaiions  in  the  Mmhlaiids 
as  also  on  the  secret  committee  for  obstructing  ilic  naviiia- 
tion  on  Hudson's  river,  and  requests  money  to  enaijlc  hnn 
to  discharge  those  demands.  Therefore, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Gilbert  Livingston,  Esqr.  and  Colo.  Thomas  Palmer  i!ie 
sum  of  £500,  to  enable  them  to  pay  sundry  demands 
brought  in  against  them  as  commissioners  for  superintend- 
ing the  erecting  the  fortifications  in  the  Highlands  ;  tliey 
to  be  accountable  for  the  same.  And, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Gilbert  Livingston,  Esqr.  one  of  the  secret  committee  for 
obstructing  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river  the  sum  of 
£1,000,  and  take  his  receipt  to  account  for  the  expenditure 
thereof. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Elisha  Avery,  in  answer  to  his  re- 
ceived yesterday,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  In  Comauttee  of  Safety,  ^ 
for  the  Slate  of  New-York,  > 
•' Fishkill,  Octr.  23rd,  Vie.  ) 

"  Sir — We  have  received  yours  without  date,  and  an 
endorsement  of  the  committee  of  Albany,  dated  the  20th 
inst.  respecting  flour. 

"We  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  an  application  hath 
been  made  to  us  from  the  southern  army,  for  all  the 
flour  we  can  procure  in  this  quarter.  We  shall  write  to 
the  committee  of  Albany  to  assist  you  in  that  county.  31  r. 
Schenk  who  is  employed  to  purchase  llour,  informs  us  that 
he  hath  sent  up  to  Albany  upwards  of  -500  barrels,  whieli 
we  hope  you  have  received.  That  quantity,  with  wiiat 
your  agents  may  have  procured,  will,  we  trust,  be  some  re- 
lief for  the  present ;  in  the  mean  time,  in  proportion  to  Mr. 
Schenk's  success,  we  shall  attend  to  the  demands  of  the 
two  departments,  and  remain,  sir, 

"  Your  most  hble.  servants, 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee. 
"  Elisha  Avert,  D.  Q.  Genl.  Albany." 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  committee  of  Albany,  was  also 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  In  Committee  of  Safety,  ) 
,   .  for  the  Slate  of  N.  York,  / 

"  Fishkill,  Odr.  23rd,  1:16.  S 

"  Gentlemen — We  have  received  a  letter  from  Elisha 
Avery,  deputy  quarter-inaster-general,  respecting  flour. 
We  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  an  application  hatii  been 
made  to  us  for  all  we  can  procure  for  the  southern  depart- 
ment ;  we  therefore  request  that  you  will  give  all  the 
assistance  in  your  power  to  Mr.  Avery,  to  enable  him  to 
procure  a  supply.  We  have  employed  proper  persons  to 
purchase  all  they  can,  and  we  must  govern  ourselves  by 
their  success.  The  consumption  of  flour  is  great ;  the 
difficulty  in  procurinii  it  arises  from  a  want  of  water,  which 
prevents  grinding.  Mr.  Schenk  has  sent  up  500  and  odd 
barrels,  which  we  hope  Mr.  Avery  has  received,  which 
with  the  quantity  he  may  have  procured,  will  be  a  relief 
for  the  present. 

"Your  letter  of  the  21st,  enclosing  the  depositions  of 
Peabody  and  Allen,  is  this  moment  delivered  to  us.  This 
Committee  have  referred  them  to  the  committee  of  this 
House,  whicii  now  sit  at  Albany,  who  are  empowered  to 
take  such  steps  in  it,  as  they  may  think  necessary. 

"  Yours,  &c. 

"  To  the  Committee  at  Albany." 

Wednesday,  P.  M.  Ocir.  23rd,  1776. 
The  Committee  met. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President.  ■'•''  ■  >-  ' 

Col.  Brasher — New-York.  .  f       "'  ' 
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Mr.  Landon — Dutches. 

Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate — jllbany. 

Col.  Allison — Orange. 

Mr.  Smith—Suffolk. 

Mr.  Mills,  Col  Vaa  Cortlandt —  (Vestchcster. 
Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 

The  petition  of  Henry  Dawkins,  a  prisoner,  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petitions  of  William  Watkins,  .Sainl.  Wilson,  John 
Levericke,  and  John  Reed,  prisoners  and  disaffected  per- 
sons, were  severally  read. 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  conspiracies. 

A  letter  from  John  Coe,  deputy  cliairman  of  tlie  com- 
mittee on  the  south  side  the  mouulains  in  Orange  county, 
enclosing  a  deposition  of  Peter  Smith,  against  Jno.  Larie, 
and  the  examination  of  John  Lane,  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  of  conspiracies. 


THURSDAY  MORNING, 

24th  Octr.  177G. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  met. 
Prese.vt — Colo.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 
Mr.  Yates,  jMr.  Adgate— .-l/iany. 
Colo.  Brasher — New-York. 
Col.  Allison — Orange. 
Mr.  Landon — Dutchess. 
Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Mills,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr. —  Westchester. 

The  Dutch  church  being  necessarily  occupied  by  a  large 
guard,  and  a  number  of  prisoners,  and  the  other  church 
being  at  present  occupied  as  a  Continental  store  house,  tlie 
committee  for  want  of  a  convenient  place  for  their  recep- 
tion, and  no  pressing  business  appearing,  adjourned  until  six 
o'clock  this  evening. 

P.  M.  Octor.  2^th,  1776. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  in  a  chamber  at  Weeks's 
tavern. 

Peesent — Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 

Abm.  Yates,  Wm.  Smith.  Abm.  Brasher,  Jonn.  Langdon,  Itenry 
Schenk,  Mat.  Adgate,  Z.  Piatt,  Jedediah  Mills,  Wm.  Duer,  Mr.  New- 
kirk, Esquires. 

Resolved,  That  Henry  Schenk,  Esqr.  be  authorized 
and  directed  to  purchase  8,000  bushels  of  wheat  for  ilic 
use  of  the  Continental  army,  on  the  most  reasonable  terms 
possible,  not  exceeding  6s.  Qd.  per  bushel ;  and  that  he 
return  the  names  of  every  person  or  persons  who  may  re- 
fuse to  part  with  their  wheat  at  that  price  to  this  Commit- 
tee, or  the  Convention  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  Henry  Schenk,  Esqr.  be  directed  to 
use  the  utmost  expedition  in  sending  down  the  above 
wheat  to  the  mills  of  Col.  Van  Cortlandt  at  Peekskill,  and 
at  Croten  river. 

Resolved,  That  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt  be  directed  to  keep 
both  his  mills  constantly  at  work,  night  and  day,  in  mak- 
ing flour  for  the  Continental  army. 

Whereas  most  of  the  coopers  belonging  to  this  State 
are  at  present  engaged  as  soldiers  in  ihe  service,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  It  is  impracticable  to  lind  sufficient 
casks  for  supplying  flour  to  tlic  southern  and  northern  ar- 
mies without  aid  obtained  irom  the  army  : 

Resolved,  That  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washinijton,  be 
lequested  to  send  three  coopers  to  Colo.  Van  Cortlandi's 
mills  at  Croten  river  and  Peekskill,  and  seventeen  to  this 
place,  in  order  that  they  may  be  employed  under  the  di- 
rection of  this  Committee  in  making  Hour  casks  with  tiic 
Utmost  expedition. 

And  whereas  it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the 
public  cause,  that  there  should  be  no  delay  in  manufactur- 
ing flour  for  the  use  of  the  army  under  General  Washing- 
ton : 

Resolved,  That  all  the  millers,  packers,  coopers,  team- 
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sters,  boatmen  and  other  labourers  emplovcd  by  Col.  Van 
Cortlandt  in  transporting  the  above  incniio'iicil  wheat  to  liis 
mills  and  in  manufacturing  the  same,  he  exempted  ti  otii  mili- 
tary duty  of  any  kind  whatsoever,  and  that  his  teams  be 
not  subject  to  be  impressed  till  further  order  from  iliis 
Committee  or  the  Convention  of  this  State. 

Mr.  Schenk  informed  the  Committee  that  ho  could  im- 
mediately purchase  100  bags  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
porting wheat  to  the  mills  employed  to  grind  Hour  f(..r  ilie 
troops. 

Resolved,  That  Henry  Schenk,  Esqr.  be  dirccu  d  to 
purchase  said  bags,  and  that  he  cause  eacii  of  ilium  to  be 
marked  C.  A. 

Resolved,  That  Genl.  James  Clinton  at  Fort  i\ronirro- 
mery,  be  requested  to  grant  a  furlough  to  Silvanus  Stuw- 
lield  in  Capt.  Darley's  company,  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
sisting in  making  flour  casks  for  the  Continental  army  ; 
and  that  he  be  requested  to  send  up  to  this  place  as  many 
other  coopers  as  he  can  possibly  spare  from  his  garrison, 
it  being  of  the  utmost  consequence  that  a  quantity  of  liour 
should  be  immediately  sent  down  to  the  army  under  the 
command  of  Genl.  Washington. 

Ordered,  That  Genl.  James  Clinton  be  furnished  with 
a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Quarter-Master-General  or  his 
agent  at  Fishkill,  be  requested  to  supply  Henry  Schenk, 
Esqr.  with  as  many  6d.  nails  as  he  can  possibly  spare, 
there  being  no  nails  of  that  kind  to  be  purchased  in  this 
State. 

Mr.  Schenk  informed  the  Committee  that  there  are  six 
poor  women  with  their  children  from  the  city  of  New- 
Vork,  for  whom  he  can  procure  no  lodgings  at  or  near 
tliis  place,  and  desires  that  they  might  be  sent  to  the  com- 
mittee of  New-W^indsor  to  be  provided  for. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Schenk  be  authorized  and  directed 
to  send  the  above  persons  to  the  committee  aforesaid  to  be 
disposed  of  and  maintained  by  the  said  committee  iii  the 
same  manner  with  the  other  persons  sent  to  that  place. 

Ordered,  Tliat  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  by 
express  to  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington. 


FRIDAY  MORNING. 

25<A  Octr.  1776. 

The  Committee  met. 

Pkesent — Colo.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-Prest. 

Colo.  Brasher — Neic-York. 

Col.  Allison — Orange. 

jMr.  Yates,  Blr.  Adgate — llbuny. 

Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  J\lr.  Miller— Su/o/A:. 

Mr.  Luiidon — Dutches. 

Mr.  Mills,  Major  Lockwood — Westchester. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Ebenr.  Hazard,  Esqr.  postmaster,  be 
requested  to  forward  to  the  Convention  or  Committee  of 
Safety  of  tins  State,  as  often  as  lie  may  be  able  to  pro- 
cure the  same,  all  the  public  newspapers  of  the  States  of 
Pennsylvania,  New-Jersey,  (printed  by  Mr.  Gainc.)  Con- 
necticut, (printed  at  New-Haven,  say  New  London,)  and 
Massachusetts,  (printed  at  Boston  ;)  and  that  Mr.  Hazard 
be  retiuested  to  procure  for  the  use  of  the  Convention,  or 
Committee  of  Safety  of  this  State,  all  those  papers  here- 
tofore printed  or  which  may  hereafter  be  printetl,  and 
which  contain  the  plans  or  forms  of  government  publish- 
ed in  the  different  States  of  America  ;  and  that  tlic  Con- 
vention or  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  State  will  provide 
for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  transmit  a  copy  hereof  to 
Mr.  Hazard  by  the  first  opportunity. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  issue  to  Colo.  Snyder's  offi- 
cers agreeable  to  his  return  received  and  read  this  day,  and 
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,  gt  Fort  Jfontgomery  ;  that  they  be  signed  by  Mr. 
V»ic9.  ilic  l^"^  President,  and  that  the  date  be  left  blank  to 
\^  filled  up  by  Colo.  Snyder ;  that  Colo.  Allison  draft  a 
If  Iter  to  Colo.  Snyder  informing  him  that  be  first 

Captain. 

A  letter  from  Stephen  Ward,  Esqr.  relative  to  the  con- 
itruction  of  the  resolution  respecting  hides,  was  read. 

Friday  Afternoon,  Octr.  25th,  1776. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met. 

Tresent— Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  President. 

Mr.  Yntes,  Mr.  Adgate— .4/6o)iy. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller— Su^oZk. 

Colo.  Allison — Orange. 

Mr.  Newkirk— Tri/ort 

Major  Lockwood—  Westchester. 

Mr.  James  Weeks,  an  inhabitant  of  this  place,  informed 
llie  Coniniiltee  that  a  certain  Philip  Dalley  had  beat  and 
abused  his  workman  in  his  blacksmith's  shop,  and  had 
threatened  and  maltreated  him.  Mr.  Weeks  withdrew, 
upon  which  the  said  Philip  Dally  rushed  into  the  Com- 
milice  Chamber  without  permission,  in  an  insolent  man- 
ner, and  informed  the  Committee  that  he  had  inquired  at 
tlic  smith's  shop  whether  his  horses  were  shod,  and  that 
the  workman  laughed  at  him,  upon  which  he  had  given 
him  some  strokes  with  his  whip.  Dally  attempted  to 
justify  his  conduct  and  declared  he  would  do  the  like  again. 

It  fully  appears  to  this  Committee  that  even  if  the  be- 
haviour of  the  blacksinith  had  been  such  as  the  said  Dally 
slates  it  to  have  been,  nevertheless  the  said  Dally  is  very 
culpable  in  using  the  violence  and  outrage  •which  he  con- 
fesses he  did. 

Ordered,  That  as  the  public  service  may  require  it,  Mr. 
Weeks  cause  the  said  horses  to  be  shod  without  delay. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  immediate  assistance  of  every 
individual  in  this  State  is  required  and  such  usage  from 
officers  or  others  employed  by  the  military  must  inevitably 
lend  to  obstruct  the  public  service,  that  the  said  Philip 
Dally  be  called  in  and  informed  that  this  Committee  highly 
disapprove  of  and  blame  his  conduct,  but  that  they  have 
notwithstanding  directed  Mr.  Weeks  to  cause  his  horses  to 
be  fhoii  without  delay. 

The  said  Philip  Dally  was  further  informed  that  the  ap- 
prehension of  the  public  service  being  delayed  alone  pre- 
vents them  ordering  him  into  confinement  for  his  ill  con- 
duct and  insolence. 

ReaolvcJ,  That  Genl.  Miflin  be  informed  of  this  man's 
behaviour,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  take  such  measures 
as  may  deter  others  from  the  like  conduct  in  future. 

Ordered,  That  a  commission  issue  for  Thomas  Moffatt, 
Esqr.  as  major  of  Col.  Isaac  Nicoll's  regiment. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  issue  for  Samuel  Drake's 
officers  ;  that  they  be  dated  29ih  June  and  signed  by  Abra- 
ham Yates,  late  President. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Colo.  Snyder,  reported  by  Col.  Al- 
lison, was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, Tizt : 

"  Sir — The  commissions  for  your  regiment,  agreeable 
to  your  request,  are  enclosed.  I  am  directed  to  inform  you 
that  when  the  resolutions  for  raising  your  present  corps 
passed  the  Convention,  it  was  agreed  that  the  captain  from 
Orange  county  should  be  first  captain  of  that  corps,  as 
each  of  the  other  counties  had  a  field  officer  nominated 
out  of  their  officers  ;  to  this  end  the  dates  of  the  commis- 
sions, except  Capt.  Storms,  are  left  blank  ;  and,  with  the 
above  direction,  it  is  submitted  to  you  to  fill  up  the  dates 
before  you  deliver  them,  so  as  to  give  rank  or  merit  its 
Weight  and  reward.  Capt.  Storms'  commission  is  dated 
because  he  received  one  of  the  like  date  on  his  way  to  the 
fortifications." 


SATURDAY  MORNING. 

Odor.  2Gth,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  met. 

Present — Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate — ilbany. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  UiWer— Suffolk. 

Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Mills — Westchester. 

Major  Landon — Dutchess. 

Col.  Allison — Orange. 

Mr.  Kewkirk — Tyron. 

A  letter  from  Robert  Harper,  Col.  Dewitt  and  L^^vij 
Graham,  the  committee  appointed  to  form  an  arrange mc  iu 
of  the  troops  raised  and  to  be  raised  in  this  State,  dM<A  at 
the  White  Plains,  24th  inst.  informing  the  Coininitiee  of 
the  progress  they  had  made  in  the  business  of  their  ap- 
pointment, and  requesting  a  supply  of  clothing  might  be 
sent  to  the  troops  of  this  State,  was  read. 

A  letter  from  Peter  T.  Cnrtenius,  dated  Paramus,  24th 
inst.  enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  Convention  of  this  State, 
of  29th  August,  authorizing  him  to  borrow  on  the  credit  of 
this  State  £10,000. 

Another  letter  from  Mr.  Curtenius,  of  the  same  date,  in- 
forming that  his  box,  with  all  his  accounts  of  the  public, 
are  at  Mr.  Paulding's,  at  or  near  Tarry  Town,  and  re- 
quests that  they  may  be  sent  for  to  prevent  their  falling  in- 
to the  enemy's  hands. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Van  Wychc  be  requested  to  en- 
gage quarters  for  the  detachment  of  horse  under  the  com- 
mand of  ]\Iajor  Sheldon,  amongst  such  of  the  inhabitants 
as  are  willing  and  best  enabled  to  receive  and  subsist  them 
in  the  most  expeditious  manner  possible,  the  coniuiaml- 
ing  officer  paying  for  the  same  at  a  reasonable  rate  ;  and  in 
case  he  should  not  be  able  to  procure  sufficient  quarters  in 
seasonable  lime,  that  he  be  then  empowered  to  billet  them 
amongst  such  inhabitants  who  are  best  qualified  to  receive 
them,  in  the  most  equitable  proportions,  and  in  such  apart- 
ments of  the  houses  as  can  best  be  spared. 

Dr.  Jlalachi  Treat  attending,  produced  an  account  of 
£S3  10s.  Od.  for  his  attendance,  and  for  medicine  given  to 
the  soldiers  of  the  first  battalion  of  New- York  troops,  and 
to  several  companies  under  the  command  of  Genl.  Lee, 
(they  not  having  a  surgeon,  or  mate,  to  attend  thcni,)  pur- 
suant to  an  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New-York, 
beginning  about  the  middle  of  Feb.  1776,  and  ending  about 
the  middle  of  April  following  ;  as  also  an  account  of  £IS 
Us.  6d.  for  his  attendance  and  medicine  given  to  the  sol- 
diers of  Col.  Lasher's  and  Col.  Drake's  regiments,  in  Genl. 
Scott's  brigade.    Total  £107  7s.  6c/. 

Difficulties  arose  in  the  minds  of  the  members  re- 
specting the  said  accounts,  whereupon  the  doctor  made 
the  following  deposition  at  the  foot  of  the  said  account, 
vizi : 

"  Dr.  M.  Treat  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith, 
that  the  above  account  of  £107  7s.  6d.  is,  to  the  best  of 
his  knowledge  and  belief,  just  and  true  ;  that  with  respect 
to  the  particulars  of  the  account  of  £88  10s.  Od.  an  account 
thereof  was  delivered  to  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  New-York,  for  auditing  accounts, 
who  directed  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  the  Quarter-Mas- 
ter-General of  the  Continental  army  for  payment;  the 
Quarter-Master-General  referred  it  to  the  Director-Gene- 
ral of  the  hospital ;  that  he,  the  said  Dr.  Treat,  hath  applied 
to  those  gentlemen  for  payment,  or  to  have  his  original  ac- 
count returned  to  him,  neither  of  which  he  hath  been  able 
to  procure.  That  as  to  the  charge  of  £18  17s.  6(/.  he  has  it 
not  in  his  power  to  make  out  nn  account  of  the  particulars 
thereof,  neither  is  it  in  his  jjower  to  make  out  an  account 
I  of  the  particulars  of  the  account  of  £88  10s.  Od.  as  his  ac- 
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counts  wliich  were  deposited  in  his  ciiest  at  Harlem  have 
been  destroyed  by  the  troops. 

"MALACHI  TREAT. 

"  Sworn  before  me,  this  > 

26th  Octor.  1776.  ) 

"  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  V.  Prest." 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Dr. 
M.  Treat  the  sum  of  £107  7s.  6J.  in  full  for  the  above 
mentioned  accounts,  taking  his  receipt  for  the  same,  and 
tliat  the  Treasurer  charge  the  same  to  Contmental  account. 

Saturday  Night,  October  26th,  1776. 

The  Committee  met,  and  no  business  transacted. 

Present— Col.  Van  Cortlandt.  Mr.  Yates,  ^tr.  Miller,  Mr.  Ad?ate, 
Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Allison,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Lockwood,  Mr.  Newkerk, 
Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  Smith. 


MONDAY  MORNING, 

Octor.  28th,  1776. 

The  Committee  met. 

Present — Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-Prcst. 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mi.  Harper — New-York. 

Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate — ilbany. 

Col.  De^y'M— Ulster. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller— Su/o/fe. 

Mr.  Landon— Z>u(c/ies. 

Mr.  Mills,  Judge  Graham,  Major  Lockwood,  Col.  Van  Cortlandt— 
(Westchester. 

One  member  wanting,  the  Committee  adjourned  till  this 
afternoon. 

Monday  Afternoon,  Ocir.  2Sth.  177G. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-Prest. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Roosevelt — New-York. 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate — dlbany. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller— Su/o/fc. 
Col.  De  Win— Ulster. 

Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  Schenk,  Mr.  Sackett — Dutches- 
Mr.  Mills,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Lockwood,  Col.  Van  Cortlandt — 
IVestchester. 

Major  Lockwood's  report,  relative  to  the  removal  of  the 
prisoners  of  war  from  Salem  and  Poundridge,  being  read, 
is  in  the  words  following,  vizt. 

"  Major  Lockwood  reports  that  pursuant  to  the  resohi- 
lions  of  this  Committee,  on  the  8lh  inst.  directincj  him  to 
proceed  to  Poundridge  and  Bedford,  in  \\  estchcstcr  coun- 
ty, and  give  directions  relative  to  the  prisoners  of  war  at 
those  places,  he  proceeded  to  Bedford  aforesaid,  and  iound 
it  necessary  to  remove  such  prisoners  of  war  as  yet  remain- 
ed there  ;  that  Samuel  Cox,  master  of  the  sloop  Charlotte, 
transport,  Joseph  Woolcomb,  chief  mate  of  the  sloop  Blue 
Mountain  Valley,  Thomas  Rimmingtoa  Harris,  male  of 
the  Savage  sloop,  Richard  Bruere,  midshipniau,  and 
William  Elder,  volunteer,  had  severally  escaped  and  tied 
from  thence  in  violation  of  their  parols,  and  could  not  be 
heard  of,  though  endeavours  had  been  used  by  the  com- 
mittee to  apprehend  tliem  ;  that  John  Simpson,  late  mas- 
ter or  captain  of  the  Saville  transport,  victualler  James 
Auchmuty,  storekeeper  in  the  engineer's  department,  to- 
gether with  his  wife  and  family,  and  ^^'llliam  iMcDcrmot, 
were  yet  remaining  there ;  that  he  had,  with  the  consent 
and  approbation  of  the  three  prisoners  last  mentioned 
changed  their  respective  parols,  and  taken  of  each  of  them 
a  new  parol,  to  repair  to  Danbury,  in  the  Slate  of  Con- 
necticut,  and  there,  or  within  six  miles  thcrecif,  to  contuiue 
during  the  present  war  ;  and  that  he  had  sent  ihem  to  the 
care  of  the  committee  at  Danbury,  under  the  i^nanl  of  Jesse 
Slason,  where  they  were  received  by  the  committee,  as 
appears  by  a  draft  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lockwood  to  that 


committee,  and  their  answer,  signed  by  Thomas  Stevens, 
chairman. 

"  Major  Lockwood  farther  reports,  that  he  proceeded  to 
Poundridge,  where  nine  men  and  one  child,  privates,  were 
prisoners;  that  one  of  them,  named  John  Giblions,  was 
lame,  and  in  a  place  which  appeared  a  place  of  safety  from 
the  enemy,  and  is  therefore  left  to  remain  there  fur  ilie  pre- 
sent;  tliat  the  other  eight  men  and  child,  prisoners,  taken 
on  board  of  or  from  different  vessels,  viz:  Jaiiics  Wilson. 
John  Murray,  Saml.  Coppin,  Jeremiah  Recnlor.  Henry 
Killgrove,  IVlichael  Cowney,  Cesar  Freeman,  W  illiaiu  Pat- 
terson and  his  child,  were  sent  under  guard  to  Woodburv, 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Samuel 
Bouton  and  five  privates  of  the  militia. 

"  That  he  Major  Lockwood,  in  the  course  of  this  busi- 
ness, advanced  the  following  sums  of  money,  vizt :  To 
James  Auchmuty,  on  account  of  subsistence  of  two  dol- 
lars per  week  allowed  him,  S  dollars  ;  to  William  }ilcDcr- 
mot,  on  the  like  account,  3  dollars  ;  to  John  Simpson,  do. 
3  dollars  ;  to  Jos.  Owens,  for  an  ox  cart  and  team  ot  4  cat- 
tle, to  transport  Auchmuty's  effects,  7i-  dollars  ;  to  the  ex- 
penses and  allowances  to  Capt.  Secly  and  Jesse  Slawson, 
as  a  guard  to  said  prisoners,  the  first,  with  one  man  with 
him,  from  Bedford  to  Poundridge,  and  the  other  with  two 
horses  to  remove  Auchmuty's  wife  and  child  from  Pound- 
ridge to  Danbury,  in  the  whole  1~  dollars  ;  to  Lieutenant 
Samuel  Bouton,  for  expenses  disbursed  in  maintaininii  ei^ht 
men  and  a  child,  provisions,  himself  and  a  guard  of  5  arm- 
ed inen,  from  Poundridge  to  Woodbury,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  14|  dollars,  and  for  pay  to  the  said  Samuel 
Bouton  and  his  said  guard,  including  horses  to  assist  them- 
selves and  some  of  the  prisoners,  one  of  ihc  prisoners  be- 
ing an  old  man  and  some  of  them  indisposed,  from  Pound- 
ridge to  Woodbury  aforesaid,  for  45  days  only,  7h  dollars  ; 
and  that  Major  Lockwood  paid  for  his  own  disbursements 
1  dollar;  amounting  in  the  whole  to  485  dollars,  or  £19 
5^.  4(/.  New-York  money. 

"  Major  Lockwood  farther  reports,  that  he  was  informed 
by  the  committee  of  Bedford  that  the  prisoners  who  escap- 
ed from  tlience  had  left  sundry  effects  at  the  places  wliere 
they  were  respectively  lodged,  which  effects  he  has  direct- 
ed to  be  inventoried  by  the  said  committee,  and  that  the 
inventory  be  returned  to  the  Convention  of  tliis  State. 

"That  on  the  13th  Sept.  last,  Francis  Clemniens,  a  pri- 
soner, deserted  from  Poundridge,  and  on  the  24th  Sepr. 
W  m.  Melcalf,  another  prisoner,  who  was  absent,  or  about 
to  make  his  escape,  was,  by  order  of  the  committee  there, 
sent  to  Westchester  jail. 

"EBENR.  LOCKWOOD." 

Mr.  Harper,  of  the  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the 
camp  at  or  near  King's  Bridge,  relative  to  the  new  arrange- 

I  meni,  delivered  in  an  account  of  the  expenses  of  the  said 

I  committee  in  the  course  of  their  journey. 

I     Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Ro- 

I  bert  Harper,  Esqr.  the  sum  of  41  dollars,  to  reimburse  the 
commhtce  who  were  appointed  to  repair  to  the  camp  at  or 
near  King's  Bridge,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  m  the  reso- 
lutions of  Congress  relative  to  appointing  officers,  and  the 
lurther  sum  of  two  dollars  to  reimburse  Mr.  Harper  lor  so 
much  by  him  paid  for  the  use  of  a  craft  to  convey  him  from 
the  town  of  Harlem  to  Flushing  on  Nassau  island,  to  at- 
tend to  the  disposal  of  some  of  the  indigent  inhabitanis  of 
the  city  of  New- York. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  of  the  Convention  of  this 
State,  as  commissaries  of  the  prisoners  of  war  in  this  State, 
pay  to  Major  Lockwood  the  sum  of  4S  dollars  and  f  part 
of  a  dollar,  amounting  to  £"19  bs.  id.  for  his  disbursements 
on  account  of  the  prisoners  of  war  late  in  Westchester 
county  in  this  Stale,  taking  Major  Lockwood's  receipt  for 
the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Major 
Lockwood  the  sum  of  21s.  4(/.  to  reimburse  him  his  ex- 
penses in  going  to  Stanford  in  Connecticut,  on  public  bust- 


j 

'rir;i';  i  ,  ■■.)X  'yJ  j 


692 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COxMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 


iie»3  by  ordsf  °^  Convention  of  this  State,  and  take  his 
^■celpt  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Henry  Schenk,  who  was  appointed  by  the  Conven- 
tion of  this  State  an  agent  to  assist  the  Cominissary-Gene- 
jal  of  the  Continental  army  now  in  Westcliester  county,  in 
procuring  and  sending  down  flour  for  the  use  of  the  said 
army,  requested  of  this  Committee,  on  behalf  of  the  said 
Commissary-General,  the  loan  of  £2,S00,  to  be  repaid  by 
the  said  Commissary- General,  or  the  said  Henry  Schenk, 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Major  Henry  Schenk,  who  was  appointed  by  the  Convention 
of  this  Slate  an  agent  to  assist  the  Commissary-General  of 
the  Continental  army  now  in  Westchester  county,  m  pro- 
curin''  and  sending  down  flour  for  the  use  of  the  said  army, 
the  sum  of  £2,800,  to  be  repaid  by  the  said  Commissarv'- 
General,  or  the  said  Henry  Schenk,  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  letter  from  Lynde  Lord,  jailer  of  Litchfield,  relative 
to  Isaac  and  Israel  Youngs,  dated  the  26th  October,  and  a 
petition  of  Isaac  and  Israel  Youngs,  dated  25th  Oct.  were 
lefcrred  to  Judge  Graham  and  Colo.  De  Witt. 

General  Miflin  sent  back  the  resolutions  relative  to  Dal- 
ly, who  maltreated  Weeks's  man,  witli  a  note  on  the  back, 
informing  the  Committee  that  Dally  shall  be  sent  down  to 
give  such  satisfaction  as  the  Committee  may  require. 


TUESDAY  MORNING, 

Octr.  29th,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  met. 
Present — Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 
Mr.  Harper,  Col.  Brasher — Sew-York. 

Major  Lockwood,  CoL  Van  Cortlandt,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Mills — 
li'estchesler. 
Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate — Albany. 
Mr.  Kewkirk — Tryon. 
Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller— Sii/oZfc. 
Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 
Mr.  Landon — Dutches. 

A  letter  from  Tench  Tilghman,  Esqr.  dated  at  Head- 
Quarters,  White  Plains,  Octor.  27th,  1776,  containing  the 
daily  intelligence  and  disposition  of  the  armv,  ot  the  taking 
a  party  of  Rogers'  Rangers,  some  British  and  Waldecker 
troops,  and  enclosing  the  examination  of  James  Budd,  the 
principal  among  those  disaffected,  taken  in  Westchester 
county  by  the  army. 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  Octr.  29tk,  1776. 
The  Committee  met. 

Pbesent — Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Prest. 

Mr.  A.  Yalei,  Mr.  Adgate— .i/6aay. 

Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 

ill.  Wisner — t7s/er. 

Mr.  hanion— Dutches. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller— S.i/o/fe. 

Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Lockwood,  Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Judge  Graham— 
Westchester. 

John  Canfield,  Esqr.  adjutant  to  a  regiment  of  liaht 
horse  from  the  State  of  Connecticut,  produced  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  diifcrent  bills  of  chnro'es,  delivered  in  by 
different  persons,  for  tiie  board  of  part  of  the  said  regiment 
by  which  it  appears  that  lliey  are  charged  at  very  different 
rates,  and  on  behalf  of  Major  ."^heldcn,  requested  this  Com- 
mittee would  fi.x  some  regulation,  by  which  the  said  ac- 
counts may  be  discharcred,  that  he  mav  do  equal  justice. 

Thereupon  the  Committee  fixed  the  following  re^rulation 
of  prices  for  the  payment  of  those  accounts,  vizt :  Is.  6d. 
per  day  for  each  man,  for  boarding,  iodgins,  diet,  &c. ; 
9d.  for  each  horse  per  day,  and  3^.  per  bushel  for  oats. 

A  letter  from  James  Duane,  Robert  Yalcs  and  Jacob 
Cuylcr,  Esqrs.  the  committee  appointed  to  go  to  Albany 
lo  make  an  arrangement  of  officers,  dated  24th  Octor. 


stating  that  they  have  appointed  recruiting  officers  at  pro- 
per  stations,  and  given  them  their  instructions  ;  and,  to 
avoid  delay,  had  borrowed  £1,200,  to  furnish  the  recruit- 
ing ofEcers  with  the  means  of  proceeding  iinmcdialcly  on 
this  service,  was  read. 

A  letter  from  Robert  Yates,  Esqr.  chairman  of  tin-  com- 
mittee of  the  Convention  now  at  Albany, dated  ()ctuLnjr27tli, 
enclosing  copies  of  letters  from  General  Gates  ar.d  Guncal 
Arnold,  both  dated  at  Ticonderoga,  October  2!'.h,  and  di- 
rected to  Genl.  Schuyler,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  letter  from  Jlessrs.  Tuder  and  Lawrence,  at  P.  uih- 
keepsie,  dated  Octor.  24th,  informing  when  the  i[n]>s  will 
be  launched. 

A  letter  from  Colo.  Peter  R.  Livingston,  the  PresiJcnt, 
dated  at  Esopus,  Octor.  26th,  mentioning  his  sucr.js.s  in 
procuring  ilour  to  the  northward,  was  also  read. 

A  letter  from  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  dated  at  Pluladciphia, 
October  20th,  1776,  relative  to  his  conduct,  and  the  quan- 
tities of  the  difi'erent  articles  purchased  for  the  use  of  the 
troops,  and  requesting  that  money  may  be  sent  to  him  at 
Paramus,  was  read. 

A  letter  from  Joseph  Hallet,  dated  at  Prince  Town,  Oc- 
tober 22d,  1776,  relative  lo  his  proceedings  witii  respect  to 
the  prizes  taken  by  Capt.  Roaers. 

Ordered,  That  Jlajor  Lockwood  be  requested  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  Westchester  county,  and  make  inqui- 
ry where  the  records  of  the  town  clerk's  olBce  of  the  city 
and  county  of  iS^ew-York,  as  also  the  public  records  of  the 
loan  officers  and  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Westchester, 
are  deposited,  and  that  he  use  his  best  endeavours  to  cause 
them  to  be  safely  conveyed  to  such  place  of  safety  as  he 
shall  judge  prudent,  and  that  this  Committee  will  make 
provision  for  paying  the  expense  attending  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  send  to  James 
Duane,  Robert  Yates  and  Jacob  Cuyler,  Esqrs.  at  Albany, 
who  were  appointed  a  committee  to  repair  to  Albany  and 
Ticonderoga,  to  take  measures  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  resolutions  of  Congress,  relative  to  the  raising  of  troops 
and  the  appointing  of  officers  in  the  Conlinental  service,  by 
John  Visscher,  who  is  employed  as  an  express  by  the  said 
committee,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  pounds, 
and  take  his  receipt  to  deliver  the  same  to  tho.-:e  gentle- 
men, or  either  of  them. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Robert  Yates,  Esqr.  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  the  Convention,  now  at  Albany,  in  answer 
to  theirs  received  and  read  this  morning,  was  read  and  ap- 
proved of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit,  vizt : 

'■Fishkill,  Octor.  2'Jth,  1776. 

"  Sir — The  Committee  of  Safety  have  received  tlie  let- 
ter of  your  coinmiitee  by  express,  enclosing  minutes  of  the 
committee  of  the  county  of  Albany,  relative  to  tiie  depart- 
ment of  the  deputy  commissary-generai.  The  exertions 
which  they  have  made  to  procure  the  necessary  supply  tor 
the  northern  army,  are  highly  laudable  and  deserve  the 
warmest  approbation  of  the  Committee  of  Safely. 

"  We  have  been  loudly  called  upon  by  His  Excellency 
Genl.  Washington  to  forward  a  supply  of  flour  for  the  use 
of  the  army  rt  the  White  Plains.  We  have  devised  all  the 
means  we  can  think  of  to  prevent  the  army  from  suffering 
for  the  want  of  that  article,  copy  of  which  you  will  see  by 
our  resolutions,  which  we  now  transmit  you.  We  are  of 
opinion  liiat  if  a  similar  mode  was  adopted  to  the  north- 
ward, it  would  be  productive  of  good  effects.  We  are  in- 
formed that  there  arc  several  mills  between  Albany  and 
Lake  George  which  might  be  kept  constantly  employed  in 
manufacturing  flour  for  the  northern  army,  if  the  Commis- 
sary-General would  engage  persons  to  purchase  up  grain 
and  to  have  it  transported  to  the  mills  most  contiguous.  It 
would,  however,  be  needless  m  us  to  enter  into  a  particu- 
lar detail  on  this  subject.  Your  committee,  from  being 
on  the  spot,  are  the  best  judges  of  what  further  measures 
will  be  necessary  for  supplying  that  army,  and  are  invested 
with  full  powers  for  carrying  into  execution  ail  such  mea- 
sures as  you  shall  think  effectual  for  repelling  llie  invasions 
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of  the  enemy  on  the  northern  and  western  frontiers.  Whilst 
we  therefore  in  this  quarter  exert  ourselves  in  devising  and 
executing  whatever  shall  appear  to  us  most  conducive  to 
the  public  safety,  we  trust  that  your  attention  and  zeal 
will  not  be  wanting  in  giving  vigor  to  our  military  opera- 
tions to  the  northward  ;  and  in  quelling  by  such  iiicaiis  as 
you  shall  deem  most  prudent,  the  insurrections  of  the  dis- 
affected in  that  part. 

"  We  highly  approve  of  your  having  detained  those  de- 
tachments of  the  militia  which  you  mention  for  that  pur- 
pose, but  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  order  up  the  detachment 
under  the  command  of  Colo.  Van  Rensselaer,  as  we  have 
now  in  custody  near  two  hundred  and  twenty  dana-crous 
and  disaffected  persons,  whom  we  propose  removing  to  Ex- 
eter in  the  State  of  New-Hampshire.  A  detachment  of 
seventy-six  persons  of  this  stamp  was  sent  off  a  few  days 
ago,  and  from  the  information  we  iiave  received  from  liie 
committee  appointed  by  the  Conveniion  of  this  State  for 
inquiring  into  and  detecting  all  conspiracies  wiiich  may  be 
formed  in  this  State  against  the  liberties  of  America,  we 
have  reason  to  think  that  there  will  be  a  necessity  of  ap- 
prehending and  removing  several  other  persons  ;  you  must 
therefore  be  sensible  that  no  dependence  can  be  put  on  this 
quarter.  Should  you  find  it  necessary  to  employ  a  furiiier 
force  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  and  securing  the  disatfect- 
ed,  we  recommend  it  to  you  to  endeavor  to  raise  as  many 
men  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  government  as  you  shall 
think  necessary. 

"  We  transmit  you  a  copy  of  the  last  intelligence  we 
have  received  from  head-quarters.  We  flatter  ourselves 
that  our  accounts  from  the  northward  will  be  equally  favou- 
rable. 

"  We  are,  gentlemen, 

"  With  great  respect,  yours,  &c. 
"  Robert  Yates,  Esqr.  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  repair  to  Albany  to  con- 
fer with  Genl.  Schuyler  on  devisin?  and  car- 
rying into  execution  the  measures  necessary 
for  repellin?  the  invasion  of  the  enemy's  army 
on  the  northern  and  western  frontiers  of  this 
State." 

Resolutions  authorizing  Henry  Schenk  to  purchase 
wheat  and  to  exempt  coopers  for  two  months  from  military 
duty,  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  James  Duane,  Robert  Yates  and 
Jacob  Cuyler,  Esqrs.  committee  of  arrangement,  now  at 
Albany,  in  answer  to  theirs  received  this  morning,  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
"  In  Committee  of  Safety,  ftc.  ) 

"  29th  October,  1776.  5 

"  Gentlemen — We  have  yours  of  the  24th  inst.  before 
us  and  approve  of  the  method  you  have  pursued  in  ap- 
pointing recruiting  otScers,  and  now  send  you  by  the  ex- 
press the  £1,200  you  have  borrowed  for  that  purpose. 
We  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  you  the  calHng  in 
the  members  of  the  committee  appointed  to  center  with 
Genl.  Schuyler  so  as  to  make  a  quorum  ;  wiihout  that  you 
may  return  with  all  convenient  speed  to  Fishkill  to  join 
Colo.  De  Witt,  Judge  Graham  and  Mr.  Harper  (who  arc 
already  arrived)  to  finish  the  arrangement,  \^'c  would  not, 
however,  by  any  means  advise  you  to  leave  Albany  in  this 
critical  situation  of  affairs  unless  there  be  a  quorum  of  that 
committee  without  you  ;  and  if  you  cannot  all  leave  that 
committee,  we  advise  that  so  many  of  you  do  come  to 
Fishkill  as  can  be  spared  from  those,  leaving  a  quorum  of 
that  committee  sufficient  for  the  business. 

"  We  arc,  (Sec. 

"Messrs.  Duane,  Yates  and  Ctjtleb,  Albany." 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

30th  Octor.  1776. 

The  Committee  met. 
Present— Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-PTetident. 
Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Harper,  Colo.  Brasher— A'cir- Fork. 
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Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate — Albany. 
Major  Parks — Ulster- 
JVIr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller— Suj^oik. 
Mr.  Landon — Dutches. 

Mr.  Mills,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Judge  Gtaiivm.— Westchester. 
Mr.  Newkirk— TTT/on. 

There  being  no  business  of  an  urgent  nature,  the  Com- 
mittee adjourned  till  this  afternoon. 

Wednesday  Afternoon,  Oclr.  20th,  1776. 
The  Committee  met. 
Pkesent — Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 
Mr.  Roosevelt — New-York. 

Mr.  Mills,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Judge  Graham— PfesfcAcWcr. 

Jlr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate — Albany. 

Mr.  Newkirk— Tryon. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller— S!#o/fc. 

Mr.  Contine,  Major  Va.i)iS— Ulster. 

Major  Landon — Dutches. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adgate,  seconded  by  Mr.  Yates, 
Resolved,  That  the  further  sum  of  £980  be  transmitted 
to  the  committee  of  Albany  for  the  pay,  bounty  and  sub- 
sistence of  the  rangers  ;  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State 
pay  that  sum  to  Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Esqr.  to  be  deli- 
vered to  the  said  committee  for  the  purposes  aforesaid ; 
and  that  the  said  committee  regulate  themselves  in  paying 
the  said  money  agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Con- 
vention of  the  Representatives  of  this  State  on  the  23rd 
day  of  July  last,  for  raising,  mustering  and  paying  the  said 
rangers,  and  the  resolves  and  instructions  of  this  Commit- 
tee of  the  21st  inst.  for  the  same  purpose  ;  and  the  said 
committee  are  directed  to  be  particularly  careful  tliat  every 
muster  roll  of  each  company  of  rangers  be  returned  on 
oath,  by  each  commissioned  officer  of  each  company  mak- 
ing return,  before  it  is  transmitted  to  the  Convention  ;  and 
that  they  do  not  advance  the  last  moiety  of  the  bounty, 
or  any  pay  or  subsistence  for  any  rangers  but  such  as  are 
armed  and  accoutred  agreeable  to  the  said  resolutions. 

Sergeant  Sickles,  attending  with  twenty  coopers,  in- 
formed that  he  had  no  means  of  subsistence  for  the  said 
coopers. 

Ordered,  That  Robert  Benson,  Esqr.  one  of  the  .Secre- 
taries, advance  b\  dollars  to  Sergeant  Sickles,  on  his  re- 
ceipt, for  the  subsistence  of  the  said  coopers,  taking  a  re- 
ceipt for  the  same  in  the  name  of  Henry  Schenk,  Esqr. 

The  Committee  look  into  consideration  the  letter  from 
Peter  T.  Curtenius,  dated  the  20th  and  received  on  ihe  29th 
inst.  stating  the  sums  he  has  advanced  for  clothing  and  the 
sums  he  is  indebted,  and  requesting  an  advance  of 
£15,000. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  McNeal,  stating  that  John  Kane  re- 
fuses to  receive  Congress  money  in  payment  of  his  mort- 
gage, [was  received  and  read.] 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Adgate, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Abraham  Yates  and  Mr.  Wisner  be 
a  committee  to  devise  and  report  ways  and  means  for  ob- 
taining intelligence  from  Albany,  and  keeping  up  a  regular 
communication  between  Fishkill  and  Albany. 

Major  Strang  from  White  Plains,  on  request,  attended 
and  informed  this  Committee  of  the  intelligence  from  the 
army  and  their  present  situation. 


THURSDAY  MORNING, 

315/  Octor.  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 
Mr.  Brasher,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Roosevelt — Neia.York. 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Ad^Me— Albany. 
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yt,,  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller— Sujo/k 
Mr.  Wi>ucr,  Mr.  L'M\e—Oi  ansc. 
Mr.  Contine,  Mr.  Parks— t'Wcr. 
Mr.  MUls— ^^'cs'^:Acs'er. 
Mr.  Newkerk— Tri/on. 
On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  Harper  be  added  to  the 
committee  appointed  on  the  17th  inst.  to  inventory  all  the 
goods  belonging  to  the  Stale  lit  for  soldiers'  use,  and  pro 
cure  the  saiiie  to  be  made  up  for  soldiers'  use,  that  the 
committee  may  prosecute  that  necessary  business. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Jlills, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Abm  Yates  and  Mr.  Landon  be 
a  committee  to  inquire  wheilicr  the  rangers  under  the  com 
mand  of  Capt.  Commandant  M.  Smith  will  continue  in 
the  serv  ice  during  the  war,  and  to  report  a  proper  arrange- 
ment for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Parks  be  added  to  the  committee 
appointed  yesterday  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  obtain- 
ing inlclligcnce  from  Albany,  and  keeping  up  a  regular 
communication  between  Fishkill  and  Albany.  And 

Ordered,  That  the  powers  of  that  committee  be  in- 
creased, and  that  they  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  con- 
veying intelligence  to  other  parts  of  the  State,  by  pubhs.h- 
iiig  handbills,  newspapers  or  otherwise. 

Tlie  Committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letter 
of  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  of  the  20th  inst.  which  was  re- 
ceived on  the  29th,  and  read  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  £15,000  be  immediately  re- 
mitted to  Peter  T.  Curtenius  for  the  purposes  of  paying 
for  the  clothing,  &c.  that  he  has  purchased  for  tiic  use  of 
the  troops  raised  or  to  be  raised  in  this  State.  That  the 
Treasurer  of  this  State  deliver  that  sum  to  Robert  Benson, 
one  of  the  Secretaries,  to  be  conveyed  to  Mr.  Curtenius, 
who  is  directed  to  return  a  receipt  to  the  Treasurer  for  the 
same.  And 

Resolved,  That  Colo.  Curtenius  be  directed  to  have  the 
goods  by  him  purchased  at  Philadelphia  and  in  New  Jer- 
sey, transported  to  Perhamus  or  such  other  place  of  safe- 
ly in  Iiis  neighbourhood  as  he  may  think  a  proper  place  of 
safety,  and  have  the  same  there  stored  until  the  further  or- 
der of  the  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  this 
State. 

A  ieiicr  from  Egbert  Dumond,  Esqr.  dated  25th  Sep- 
tember, containing  his  reasons  for  not  complying  with  the 
order  of  tiie  Convention  of  this  State  of  the  12th  Septem- 
ber last,  directing  him  to  account  with  the  Treasurer  for 
moneys  advanced  him,  was  received  and  read.  There- 
upon, 

Resolved,  Tliat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that 
the  reasons  contained  in  the  said  letter  are  unsatisfactory 
and  insullicient.  Therefore, 

Ordered  prremptorily.  That  the  said  Egbert  Dumond 
do  immediately  comply  with  the  said  order.  And 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  transmit  a  copy  of  this 
aforegoing  resolve  and  order  to  Mr.  Dumond,  without  de- 
lay. 

THrRSD.\.Y,  P.  M.  Octr.  31st,  1776, 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PsESEST— Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Prest. 
Mr.  Adgate — jiibant/. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller— 6-i//o/fe.  ■  ■-.  . 

Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Parks — Ulster.  ■    •  • 

Mr-  FUn— Dutches. 
Mr.  Little— Orange. 

Resolved,  That  Commissary  Wykoff  supply  21  men 
with  provisions,  being  the  coopers  sent  here  by  Genl.  Jas. 
Clinton,  until  they  are  otherwise  provided  for  by  Mr.  Hen- 
ry Schcnk. 

After  the  daily  rider  came  in,  present  Mr.  Ducr,  Mr. 
Newkirk  and  Colo.  De  Witt. 

Uriah  Mitchell,  one  of  the  daily  riders  from  this  place 
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to  the  Head-Quarters,  applied  to  this  Committee  for  cash 
on  account  of  his  wages. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Convention  of  this 
Stale  advance  to  the  said  Uriah  [Mitchell,  Si 00  on  accouni 
of  his  wages,  taking  his  receipt  for  the  same. 


FRIDAY  MORNING, 

Novr.  1st,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjoummeni. 
Present— Colo.  Van  Corllanit,' President. 
Mr.  Roosevelt — New-Yoj-k. 
Mr.  Little- Orange. 
Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate — Albany. 
Mr.  Newkirk— Trjion. 
Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller— Si/^b/fc. 
Mr.  Duer— CAar/o//e. 
BIr.  Contine,  Mr.  Parks— !7/i<er. 
Sir.  Landon — Dutches. 
Mr.  Mills,  Col.  Van  Cortlandt— tKes/c/ies^er. 

One  of  the  ofBcers  of  the  present  eastern  troop?,  who 
lodges  at  Doctor  Graham's,  on  yesterday  evening  appiieJ 
to  the  Committee  of  Safely  and  desired  that  he  iniwiit  re- 
main in  one  room  in  the  Academy  as  they  board  with  him, 
and  it  may  be  a  convenience  to  llie  officers. 

Ordered,  That  Doctor  Graham  be  at  liberty  to  remain 
in  the  room  in  the  Academy  until  the  further  order  of  the 
Convention  or  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Slate. 

The  Committee  approved  of  the  order  for  paying  §100 
to  Milchcl,  the  rider,  made  yesterday,  and  his  receipt  for 
the  same. 

A  letter  from  R.  R.  Livingston,  Esqr.  one  of  tlie  com- 
mittee sent  to  the  northward,  dated  at  Albany,  23rd  Octr. 
1776,  [was  read.] 

A  letter  fiom  Peter  R.  Livingston,  dated  manor  Livins- 
ston,  Octo.  29th,  1776,  was  read. 

Whereas,  by  a  letter  received  from  Peter  R.  Living- 
ston, Esqr.  bearing  date  20lh  ulto.  it  appears  a  second 
lieutenant  is  much  wanted  in  Capt.  Goosback's  company, 
the  better  to  enable  said  company  to  answer  the  purpose 
for  which  they  were  raised  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  L  Tea  Broeck  be  appointed 
second  lieutenant  in  the  said  company. 

A  letter  from  Robert  Yates,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee sent  to  Alljany,  was  received  and  read,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Albany,  Octr.  2jth,  1776. 

"  Sir — We  met  in  committee  yesterday,  on  the  arrival 
of  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  arrange  the  army  from  Sa- 
ratoga. A  number  of  important  objects  immediately  en- 
gaged our  attention  ;  a  capital  one  is  the  supplying  the  ar- 
my at  Ticonderoga,  and  the  military  marching  to  their  as- 
sistance. The  papers  which  we  have  the  honour  to  trans- 
mit, will  show  the  steps  which  have  been  taken  by  the 
committee  of  this  county  to  aid  the  deputy-conimissary- 
general  here,  who,  without  their  exertions,  we  fear  would 
not  have  been  able  to  procure  the  necessary  supply — at 
the  best,  it  will  on  so  sudden  an  occasion,  be  a  dilficult 
task.  It  has  added  to  our  an.xiety  to  learn  by  a  letter  from 
Genl.  Washington  to  Mr.  Livingston,  that  the  army  in 
that  quarter  was  also  in  danger  of  being  distressed  for 
want  of  provisions. 

"  His  Excellency  entreats  Mr.  Livingston  to  use  his 
influence  to  send  without  delay  flour  and  beef  for  that  army 
towards  the  White  Plains,  and  also  a  number  of  teams 
(the  more  the  better,)  to  aid  in  removing  the  army  as  occa- 
sion may  require.  We  submit  it  to  your  consideration, 
whether  if  teams  cannot  now  easily  be  got  from  the  cast- 
ward,  it  will  not  be  advisable  to  order  down  a  sulEcient 
number  belonging  to  such  persons  in  the  manor  of  Living- 
ston, Kinderhook,  and  Dutchess  county,  as  cannot  be  trust- 
ed with  arms.    If  this  plan  should  be  adopted,  every  owner 
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of  a  carriage  should  be  directed  to  supply  liimself  with  a 
week's  provisions  to  ease  the  Commissary  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. 

"  The  spirit  of  disaffection  has  appeared  at  tiie  Hellc- 
bergh,  Kings  district,  and  Coxsackic,  in  tliis  county,  and  U 
requires  vigorous  measures  to  oppose  and  suppress  it. — 
Nothing  is  more  necessary  than  thai  tlie  jails  liere  should 
be  cleared  of  the  State  prisoners  without  delay,  and  tlic 
more  especially  as  all  tlie  mihtia  of  this  ciiy  and  neiglibour- 
hood  are  marched.  We  have  therefore  advised  llie  couniv 
committee  to  send  those  prisoners,  \viih  the  causes  of  their 
confinement,  to  Fishkill  by  water,  in  order  to  be  forwarded 
to  one  of  the  neighbouring  States,  or  disposed  of  as  you 
shall  judge  most  advisable.  It  would  iiave  been  imprudent 
in  every  view  to  have  marched  them  to  another  Siate  at 
this  juncture,  when  none  but  the  disaffected  remain  m  the 
country,  and  many  of  tliera  are  in  arms,  and  have  threat- 
ened a  rescue.  We  have  found  it  necessary  to  detain  a 
part  of  Col.  Van  Ness's  Claverack  regiment,  consisting  of 
about  140  men,  iiere,  to  oppose  the  designs  of  tlie  disaffect- 
ed at  the  Hellebergh ;  as  they  are  much  wanted  to  the  north- 
ward, we  did  it  with  very  great  reluctance,  and  indeed  it 
could  only  have  been  justifiable  on  the  most  urgent  neces- 
sity. It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  Col.  Van  Rensselaer, 
with  part  or  detachments  of  two  regiments  under  his  com- 
mand, could  immediately  be  ordered  up  to  Kings  district, 
to  which  we  have  been  able,  notwithstanding  the  importu- 
nity of  the  inhabitants,  to  send  only  a  small  dctachnicnt  of 
15  rangers  commanded  by  a  lieutenant,  and  to  direct  Col. 
Whiting  to  raise  100  men  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  the 
Massachusetts  Government. 

"  A  party  of  50  of  the  Schohary  regiment,  and  some  of 
the  manor  regiment  are  detached  to  Coxackie,  where  tliev 
are  employed  in  dispersing  and  seizing  the  disaffected,  who 
are  now  in  arms,  and  tiiere  is  yet  no  account  of  their  pro- 
gress. We  have  thought  it  advisable  to  direct  the  few 
armed  and  well  effected  militia  of  the  manor  of  Livingston 
to  be  detained  and  kept  in  readiness  for  the  internal  service 
of  the  county,  conceiving  it  unsafe  when  the  spirit  of  re- 
volt is  so  prevalent  in  that  quarter,  to  leave  it  defenceless. 
The  information  fronri  Kings  district  and  the  Hellebergh  are 
enclosed. 

"We  are,  sur,  your  most  hble.  servts. 

"  By  order, 
"  ROBT.  YATES,  Chairman. 
"To  Peter  R.  Livingston,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New-York." 

Die  Veneris,  Novr.  \st.  1776,  4  oWoc^  P.  M. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Col.  P.  Van  Corllandt,  Vice-President. 
Mr.  Harper — New-York. 
Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Mills — Westchester. 
Mr.  A.  Yates,  Jlr.  Xi^aXe— Albany. 
Mr.  Little— Orange. 
Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller— SuJo//c. 
Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 
Mr.  Contine,  Major  Parks — Ulster. 
Mr.  Laudon — Dutches. 

Capt.  Commandant  Melancton  Smith  and  Capt.  Wm. 
Clark  respectively  delivered  in  their  muster  rolls,  and  tlie 
pay  and  billeting  or  subsistence  rolls  of  their  late  respec- 
tive companies  of  rangers,  whose  time  of  service  now  ex- 
pires. The  pay  and  billeting  money  or  allowance  lor  ra- 
tions and  necessaries  from  the  26th  July  to  31st  Octr.  inclu- 
sive, amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  JJb~~  Is.  10|(/. 
as  appears  by  the  said  rolls,  and  also  by  cerlilicales  signed 
by  Mr.  G.  Bancker,  deputy  treasurer  and  clerk  or  assistant 
to  the  Auditor-General,  that  he  has  examined  the  same 
and  finds  them  just,  and  the  pay  and  biUeiing  money  and 
allowance  for  divers  necessaries  due  to  Capt.  Clark's  com- 
pany amount  to  £921  145.  S  jtZ.  as  appears  by  the  hkc  rolls, 
and  a  similar  certificate  of  Mr.  Bancker. 
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Ordered.  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Capt. 
M.  Smith  the  sum  of  £449  Is,  lO^^d.  which,  toi^ctlier  with 
the  sum  of  £428,  by  order  of  the  Convention  ol  this  Slate 
paid  to  Egbert  Benson,  Esqr.  to  be  applied  to  the  payment 
of  tiie  wages  and  subsistence  of  the  companies  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  Smith,  and  applied  accordingly  on  the 
16lh  day  of  September  last,  amounts  to  the  said  sum 
£877  Is.  lOfd.  And 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  the  said  Capt. 
Wm.  Clark,  on  his  receipt,  the  sum  of  i'921  I  h-.  5^n/.  in 
full,  for  the  pay  and  billeting  money  due  to  that  company. 

Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  from  the  committee  a])])oinicd  for 
the  purpose,  brought  in  a  report,  devising  means  of  a  steady 
communication  of  intelligence  between  Fishkill  and  Alba'- 
ny  ;  the  said  report  was  read,  and  the  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


DIE  SABBATI, 

Nov.  2nd,  1776,  A.  M. 
The  Committee  met  puisuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  Vice-President. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Roosevelt — New-York. 
Col.  Allison,  Mr.  Little— Oranjc. 
Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate— .4/ia«i/. 
Mr.  Newkirk — Tnjon. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  MMcr—Suffolk.  ^  , 

JMr.  Contine,  Mr.  Pa.Tks— Ulster. 
Mr.  IjeLndon— Dutches. 

A  letter  from  Jacob  Odell,  dated  and  received  yesterday, 
was  read.  He  thereby  informs,  that  through  sickness  he 
is  confined  at  Benjamin  Dyckman's,  and  is  unable  to  riele, 
and  must  therefore  quit  that  business  ;  that  as  he  is  unable 
to  ride,  he  has  sent  up  his  brother  witli  his  account. 

The  said  account  being  also  read,  consists  of  the  follow- 
ing articles,  vizt  : 

To  riJinu  express  from  Philipsburg  to  New-York  and  return- 

inir.^T  mile?  £1    7  0 

To  do.  from  I'liilipsbur^h  to  Fislikill,  42  miles,   2  2  0 

T"  do.  as  a  messenger,  from  liltU  September  to  the  1st  of  Novr. 
inclusive  44  days,  at  I6s.  per  resolve  of  Convention,  dated  17th 
Septr.  1776,   35  4  0 

£38  13  0 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  .State  pay  to  Abra- 
ham Odell  the  sum  of  thirty-eight  pounds  thirteen  shillincrs, 
in  full  for  the  account  of  Jacob  Odell,  and  take  Abm.  Odeii's 
receipt  for  the  same. 

An  account  of  Benjamin  Dyckman,  dated  lOlh  Octr. 
1776,  amounting  to  four  pounds,  for  going  express  from 
Fishkill  to  Albany,  was  read. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Samp- 
son Dyckman,  on  liis  receipt,  the  said  four  pounds,  for  the 
use  of  his  brother  Benjn.  Dyckman. 

The  Committee  were  informed,  by  Mr.  Root.  Harper, 
that  the  soldiers  want  shoes.  Mr.  Curtenius'  letter  of  the 
20th  Octr.  was  thereupon  read.  Col.  Brasher  was  then 
sent  for  to  this  Committee  ;  he  explained  the  present  state 
of  the  good.'-  belonging  to  the  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  for  procuring 
of  clothing  and  having  them  made,  report  the  most  proper 
method  of  disposing  of  the  clotlies  on  hand,  and  procuring 
coarse  cloths,  and  every  matter  they  may  tiiink  necessary, 
tor  the  purpose  of  completing  clothing. 

Thereupon  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  three  brigadier-ge- 
nerals of  diis  State,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  m 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Siu — We  are  informed  (and  have  reason  to  believe  it 
is  true)  that  the  troops  stand  in  need  of  clolhiii:;.  We  have 
ordered  Mr.  Curtenius  to  collect  all  the  clothing  which  is 
in  ihe  south  of  this  State  and  belonging  to  the  same,  to 
Peramus  in  New-Jersey.  We  request  your  information, 
whether  it  is  necessary  to  send  clothing  for  our  troops  to 
our  army  at  this  time  ;  if  so,  by  what  route,  and  to  whose 
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gnd  whetlier  for  any  of  our  troops  but  those  to  con- 

in  general  service  during  the  war. 

"  We  are  respectfully,  sir,  yours,  &c." 
Mr.  Wisner  informed  the  Committee,  that  pursuant  to 
ifie  order  or  indemnification  of  this  Committee  for  that  pur- 
nose,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  October  last,  he  has  expend- 
ed upwards  of  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds  on  the  roads 
in  Orange  county,  leading  towards  the  American  army,  and 
engaged  the  same  men  at  4s.  per  day  each,  for  a  fortnight 
longer,  they  maintaining  themselves,  which  will  cost  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds  more,  and  he  re- 

Siuested  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  three  hundred  pounds 
or  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Henry 
Wisner,  Esqr.  tiie  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds,  on  his  re- 
ceipt, to  be  applied  to  repair  the  roads  in  Orange  county, 
leading  to  the  American  army,  in  order  to  enable  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  county,  as  well  as  the  pubhc  agents  employ- 
ed for  the  purpose,  to  transport  provisions  and  other  neces- 
saries to  tlie  said  army. 

Sattjtiday,  p.  M.  Novr.  2nd,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Col.  Vaa  Cortlandt,  Vice-Prest. 
Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate — ilbany. 
Mr.  Wm.  Smitli,  Mr.  Jliller— Su/o/A:. 
Mr.  Contine — Ulster. 
Col.  Van  Cortlandt — Westchester. 
Mr.  Landon — Dutches. 
Mr.  Newkirlt — Tryon. 

Colo.  Allison,  INIr.  J.  Smith,  Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 

A  memorial  of  William  McNeal,  dated  the  17th  Octr. 
was  read.  He  therein  sets  forth  that  Col.  Dirk  Brinck- 
erhoff  has  taken  from  the  store  of  Peter  Burgardus 
30  bushels  of  salt  belonging  to  the  memorialist,  which  he 
detains,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  memorialist,  where- 
by the  said  William  MciSfeal  is  likely  to  lose  several 
»ums  of  money  for  which  he  was  to  have  received  pay- 
ment in  beef  and  pork,  and  praying  redress  in  the  pre- 
mises. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  the 
county  committee  of  Dutches  county  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine Uiercon. 

A  letter  to  the  committee  of  Dutches  county  was  read 
and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Sir — The  enclosed  petition  and  order  thereon  I  am 
directed  by  llic  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  State  to  refer 
to  the  general  committee  of  the  county  of  Dutches  to  be 
by  them,  as  soon  as  convenient,  taken  under  considera- 
tion. 

"  I  am,  sir,  yours,  &c. 
"To  Egbert  Benson,  fisqr.  Chairman." 

A  billeting  roll  of  Capt.  Elias  Hasbrouck's  company 
of  rangers,  consisting  of  23  men,  officers  included,  em- 
bodied in  Ulster  county,  was  delivered  to  the  Com- 
mittee, charging  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds  fif- 
teen shillings  and  threepence  halfpenny  'for  billeting  from 
the  lime  of  their  enlistment  to  the  31st  of  Octor.°  inclu- 
sive. 

A  pay  roll  of  the  said  company  was  also  delivered, 
wherein  is  charged  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  pounds 
three  shillings  and  sixpence  for  the  pay  of  the  said  com- 
pany to  the  31st  of  Octor.  inclusive. 

A  muster  roll  of  the  said  company,  subscribed  by  all 
the  commissioned  officers  of  the  said  company,  was  also 
read  and  delivered  in  ;  all  which  Capt.  Hasbrouck  declar- 
ed to  be  delivered  upon  his  oath  taken  before  the  county 
committee,  agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of  Convention  of 
the  23d  July  last. 

A  certificate  of  Mr.  Gerard  Bancker,  clerk  and  assist- 
tnt  to  the  Auditor-General,  was  read,  whereby  he  certifies 
that  he  carefully  examined  the  said  pay  roll  and  billeting 


roll  of  Capt.  Elias  Hasbrouck's  company,  amounting  to- 
gether to  three  hundred  and  eighty-four  pounds  eighteen 
shillings  and  ninepence  halfpenny,  and  finds  ihcin  ri.dii 
calculated.  ° 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Capt. 
Elias  Hasbrouck,  on  his  receipt  or  receipts,  the  said  sums 
of  money,  amounting  together  to  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
and  eighty-four  pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  ninupence 
halfpenny,  for  the  pay  and  billeting  or  subsistence  of  his 
company  to  the  31st  of  Octor.  last,  inclusive. 

Capt.  Elias  Hasbrouck  applied  for  the  second  moietv 
of  the  bounty  for  twenty-five  men  of  his  com  pan  v  who 
are  enlisted  and  mustered,  as  appears  by  the  muster  rolls 
now  delivered.  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Robt.  Boyd,  Esqr.  chaiiman  of  the 
committee  of  Ulster  county,  pay  to  Capt.  Elias  Hasbrouck 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  one-half 
of  a  dollar,  in  full  for  the  bounty  of  the  said  twciitv-rtve 
men,  out  of  the  money  formerly  deposited  in  his  hands  for 
advancing  the  first  moiety  of  the  bounty  to  the  rangers 
raised  in  Ulster  county  ;  that  Mr.  Boyd  take  duplicate  re- 
ceipts from  Captain  Hasbrouck  for  that  money,  the  duplicate 
of  that  receipt  to  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date,  and  de- 
claring that  they  are  duplicates  and  for  the  same  sum. 

The  committee  took  into  consideration  the  subject  of  a 
letter  from  General  George  Clinton,  of  the  30tli  October, 
mentioning  the  advantage  of  mounting  a  few  cannon  at  dif- 
ferent places  near  the  level  of  the  water,  on  the  banks  of 
Hudson  river,  in  the  Highlands.  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Henry  Wisner,  Esqr.  and  General 
James  Cfinton  be  and  are  hereby  authorized,  requested 
and  empowered  to  have  such  cannon  as  they  may  think 
proper,  placed  on  such  places  and  such  small  works  as  they 
may  think  proper  for  that  purpose,  erected  on  the  banks  of 
Hudson's  river  for  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy's  shios, 
should  any  attempt  to  pass  ;  and  General  James  Clinton 
is  hereby  requested  to  afford  every  aid,  of  men,  artillery, 
or  otherwise,  in  the  premises,  consistent  with  the  public 
service. 

A  petition  of  William  Forbes,  a  disaffected  man,  con- 
fined in  Litchfield  jail,  was  read.  He  requests  a  mitiga- 
tion of  his  confinement. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  Col.  De 
Witt  and  Judge  Graham  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 


SUNDAY  MORNING,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

The  Vice-President  and  Committee  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment. 

No  business  done. 

Adjourned  to  six  o'clock.  :  . 

6  ho.  P.  M. 

The  Vice-President  and  Committee  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment. 

A  letter  from  T.  Tilghman  to  the  committee  of  corre- 
spondence WPS  read  ;  and  two  letters  from  camp  to  John 
McKesson  were  read. 


MONDAY  MORNING, 

Novr.  4th,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Col.  P.  Van  Cortlandt,  Prett. 
Mr.  R.  Harper — Nevj-York. 

Col.  Allison — Orange.  ' 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate— j?/6any. 
Mr.  Ncwkerk — Tryon. 
Btr.  Smith,  .Mr.  Miller- Sw/o/fc. 
Mr.  Contine — Ulster. 
Mr.  Landon— ZJufcAes. 
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A  letter  from  Tench  Tilghman  to  the  Vice-President, 
dated  the  3rd  inst.  and  received  this  morning,  was  read  and 
filed. 

The  General  consents  that  eighty  nnen  of  Colonel  Tasli- 
er's  regiment,  be  sent  with  provisions  to  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Landon  produced  a  memorandum  of  tlie  amount  of 
sundry  accounts  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  from  JNcw- 
York,  placed  in  Rumbout's  precinct,  amouniing,  in  the 
whole,  to  the  sum  of  seventy-eight  pounds  eleven  shillings. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorandum  be  submitted  to 
Henry  Schenii,  Esqr.  tliat  he  request  the  several  accounts 
and  vouchers  mentioned  therein,  and  that  lie  report  thereon 
to  the  Convention  or  Commiitee  of  Safely  of  this  State. 

A  number  of  papers  relative  to  prisoners  of  war  lately 
maintained  at  Kingston,  in  Ulster  county,  and  now  remov- 
ed, were  handed  in. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  delivered  to  the  Secretaries  as 
commissaries  for  the  prisoners  of  war  ;  that  if  they  lind  any 
difficulty  in  setding  those  accounts,  they  report  the  diffi- 
culties for  order  to  be  made  thereon. 

A  letter  or  account  of  the  like  kind,  from  Col.  Tusteen, 
vras  read  and  delivered  in  the  same  manner,  and  with  the 
like  order. 

It  was  moved  that  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds  be  advanced 
to  Mr.  Christopher  CoUis,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him 
to  make  wire  and  wool  cards,  if  he,  at  any  iimc,  shall 
satisfy  the  Convention,  or  Committee  of  Safety,  with  re- 
gard to  the  progress  he  shall  make  in  the  business,  and 
execute  his  bond  to  the  President  of  this  Committee  for  the 
payment  thereof,  at  the  end  of  nine  months  from  this  dav. 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  a  bounty  of  two  shillings  per  pair  be  al- 
lowed for  every  pair  of  good  wool  cards  made  in  this  State 
out  of  iron  wire  manufactured  in  this  State,  within  six 
months  from  this  day.  That  the  said  bounty  shall  be  pay- 
able to  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  on  full  and 
due  proof  made  by  the  oath  of  the  owner  of  the  said  works, 
before  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  district,  or  the 
nearest  magistrate  to  the  said  works,  or  before  the  Presi- 
dent, in  Convention,  of  the  Representatives  of  this  Slate, 
or  the  House  of  Representatives  thereof,  for  the  time  be- 
ing, that  the  wire  of  which  such  wool  cards  has  been 
made,  and  also  the  said  wool  cards  have  been  manufac- 
tured and  made  at  his  works  within  this  State,  provuled 
such  proof  be  made,  and  the  bounty  applied  for  within  one 
month  after  expiration  of  the  said  six  months. 

Mr.  Tilghman's  letter  of  the  second  November,  was 
read  ;  to  be  delivered  to  Jlr.  Duer  for  the  present. 

A  letter  of  the  3rd  inst.  from  Tilghman,  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  be  communicated  to  the  committee  for  de- 
lecting and  defeating  conspiracies. 

A  letter  from  Philip  Livingston,  recommending 
Bamper  for  a  commission,  was  also  read. 

A  letter  from  Bamper,  requesting  a  commission, 

was  read,  and  committed  to  the  committee  of  arrangement. 

A  letter  from  Jolin  Imlay,  fcontaining]  an  account  of  the 
sale  of  the  sloop  Putnam,  and  a  receipt  for  one  hundred 
and  seventy  pounds,  w.as  read,  and  the  consideration 
thereof  deferred  for  the  present. 

4  ho.  P.  M.  Novr.  iih,  1776. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt— President 

Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate*— yiZiany. 

Mr.  Smith,*  Mr.  Miller— S«/o/k. 

Mr.  Contine* — Ulster. 

Mr.  Newkirk* — Tryon. 

Col.  Allison* — Orange. 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt— I^ej/cAcs/cr. 

The  letter  from  John  Imlay,  the  receipt  for  one  hundred 
-  and  seventy  pounds,  and  the  account  of  sales,  was  again 
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read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Rooseveh  and  Col.  Brasher  to 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  from  the  committee  to  w  iiom  was 
referred  the  consideration  for  ways  and  means  to  convey 
and  obtain  intelligence  from  Albany,  reports  : 

"  That  they  conceive  it  will  be  necessary  that  a  rider  be 
liircd  to  set  out  to  Albany  next  Wednesday  ;  ihai  he  be  or- 
dered to  ride  so  as  to  arrive  in  the  city  of  Albany  no 
later  than  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning  ;  that  he  ilicnVait 
the  direction  of  the  committee  of  this  "House,  (or,  m  liieir 
absence,  the  sub-committee  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Albany,)  when  to  set  out,  provided  he  be  detained  no 
longer  tlian  twelve  o'clock  the  Saturday  following,  and  on 
his  return  be  no  longer  by  the  way  than  Tuesday  follow- 
ing, at  12  o'clock  ;  that  he  alternately  ride  on  the' east  and 
west  side  of  the  river  ;  that  the  following  letter  be  wrote 
to  tlie  deputy  postmaster  at  Albany,  tliat  he  direct  the  post 
to  give  warning  to  this  Convention  on  his  waygoing  to  and 
returning  from  Albaay,  so  tliat  intelligence  may  be  sent  by 
him  in  the  mean  time." 

[Letter  not  entered  on  the  minutes.] 

'i'Ti'', 


TUESDAY  MORNING, 

Nov.  5th,  1776. 

Present — Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Roosevelt — New-  York. 

Mr.  Newkirk* — Tryon. 

Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate*— -4/6aJii/. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Col.  Allison* — Orange. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,*  Mr.  Miller— Su/o^fc. 

Mr.  Contine*— C/7s(er. 

Mr.  Landon — Dutches. 

Colo.  P.  Van  Cortlandt — IVestchester. 

The  gentlemen  whose  names  are  marked  with  asterisks  are  a  quorum 
of  the  Committee  of  Satety. 

Mr.  Wisner  applied  for  an  order  for  one  hundred  pounds, 
on  account  to  pay  sundry  accounts  for  spears  made  in 
Orange  county  for  the  militia  of  this  Slate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Hen- 
ry Wisner,  Esqr.  on  his  receipt,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds  on  account,  to  be  by  him  applied  to  pay  for  the 
spears  made  in  Orange  county. 

Jlr.  Roosevelt  reported  to  the  committee  that  Col.  Bra- 
sher and  himself  had  examined  the  muster  rolls,  account 
of  sales  and  papers  relative  to  the  scliooner  General  Put- 
nam, and  find  that  for  want  of  proper  papers  and  more  full 
information  it  will  be  impracticable  to  settle  with  Thomas 
Quigly,  the  late  lieutenant  of  that  vessel,  for  the  crew. 
Thereupon, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  John  Imlay  and  Comfort 
Sands,  Esquires,  be  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  examine  and  settle  accounts  relative  tothe  schoo- 
ner General  Putnam,  and  to  settle  with  and  discharge  the 
crew  of  that  vessel  in  the  most  frugal  manner  possible  ; 
and  for  that  purpose  that  they  be  and  hereby  are  authorized 
to  apply  the  nett  amount  of  sales  of  the  vessels  and  appur- 
tenances. That  Comfort  Sands,  Esqr.  be  requested  to  take 
with  him  such  papers,  or  extracts  of  papers,  or  accounts, 
from  his  own  or  the  Treasurer's  office,  and  to  advance 
such  sum  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

A  letter  from  Comfort  Sands,  Esqr.  dated  this  day,  was 
read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

"  Fishkill,  Noi-r.  5th,  1776. 

"Sir — Capt.  Belknap,  one  of  the  captains  of  ihe  rangers, 
ordered  to  be  raised  in  Ulster  county,  has  applied  for  the 
pay  and  subsistence  and  half  bounty  of  Ins  company.  Tiie 
former  I  have  settled,  the  latter  I  want  your  directions 
about. 

"It  appears  there  has  been  moneys  sent  to  the  different 
county  committees  for  the  one-half  bounty,  but  as  the  com- 
pany IS  not  more  than  one-half  full,  there  must  be  money 
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■maining  in  'he  hands  of  the  committee,  which  I  think 
ij      ^3est  to  draw  out,  and  settle  their  bounty  there  ; 
/'  ""liile  money  is  continually  advanced  to  ditrerent  com- 
iiecs  and  persons,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  ever  to 
Tet  the  pubhc  accounts  settled. 
'  "I  am,  sir,  vour  very  hble.  servt. 

"  COMFORT  SANDS. 

"  To  Pierre  A'as  Coktlandt,  Estjr. 

President  of  ttie  Convention 

of  ihe  State  of  New-York." 
Whereas  it  appears  by  a  certificate  signed  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  county  committee  of  Ulster  county,  that  Capt. 
Isaac  Bellknap,  and  the  other  officers  of  his  company,  are 
duly  qualified  according  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Convention 
of  this  State,  and  by  the  muster  roll  of  the  said  company, 
signed  and  subscribed  by  the  officers,  that  the  said  com- 
pany consists  of  twenty-one  non-commissioned  officers  and 

privates :  ^  , 

Ordered,  That  Robert  Boyd,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  Ulster  county,  pay  to  Capt.  Isaac  Bellknap 
two  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars  and  one-half  of  a  dollar 
in  full,  for  the  second  or  last  moiety  of  the  bounty  of  the 
said  twenty-one  rangers  raised  in  Ulster  county,  out  of  the 
money  formerly  deposited  in  his  hands  for  advancing  the 
first  moiety  of  the  bounty  to  the  said  rangers  ;  that  Mr. 
Boyd  take  duplicates  of  the  receipt  from  Capt.  Bellknap 
for  that  money.  The  duplicates  of  that  receipt  to  be  of 
the  same  tenor  and  date,  and  declaring  that  they  are  dupli- 
cates and  for  the  same  sum.  The  said  muster  roll  is  filed 
in  the  Auditor-General's  office. 

A  letter  from  Comfort  Sands  relative  to  the  pay  of  Bar- 
rack Master  G.  Roorback,  requesting  directions  what  shall 
be  his  pay  and  rations. 

Mr.  Curtenius  was  called  in  and  advised  with,  relative  to 
that  claim.  Thereupon  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  till  the  afternoon,  and  Mr.  Sands  is  requested  to 
attend  in  the  afternoon  to  give  the  Committee  information 
relating  to  the  said  barrack  master. 

Mr.  Curtenius  was  heard  as  to  the  clothing  purchased 
for  troops.  The  Committee  spent  some  time  in  considcr- 
ini;  the  propriety  of  delivering  the  whole  to  the  Quartcr- 
M aster-General,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  is 
postponed. 

Kcbcrt  Benson,  Esquire,  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
Dutches  county,  attending,  was  admitted.  He  informed 
tliat  It  IS  necessary  to  procure  a  number  of  hands  to  be  em- 
ployed to  build  barracks,  and  proposed  that  a  draft  should 
be  made  from  the  militia  of  Dutches  county  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Allison  and  Major  Landon  be  a 
commiilce  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Novr.  5th,  P.  M.  4  ho. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— P.  Vnn  CcrtlancU,  Esqr.  Vicc-Presl. 

Mr.  Roosevelt — Kcw-York. 

Col.  Van  Corllnndt— It'cs/c/ifs/cr. 

Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Adirale — .Albany. 

CoL  Allison,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith — Orange. 

Mr.  iMiller,  Mr.  Smith— 5i//o/fc. 

Mr.  Contine— L7ifcr. 

Mr.  Newkirk — Tnjon. 

Mr.  Landon — Dutches. 

The  report  of  the  committee  for  calling  in  labourers 
to  build  barracks  was  read  and  the  consideration  thereof 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  letter  frrom  Samuel  Brewster,  Es(]r.  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  New-Windsor,  covering  an  alfidavit  relating 
to  one  Connor  and  Montgomery  was  read. 

The  said  affidavit  and  letter  set  forth  sundry  matters 
which  rendered  it  very  probable  that  certain  quantities  of 
butter  and  flour  purchased  by  the  said  Connor  and  Mont- 


gomery, were  purchased  with  an  intent  to  supply  the  ene- 
my. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  papers  bo  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee for  detecting  conspiracies. 

The  committee  on  considering  the  letter  of  Francis  Lew- 
is and  Philip  Livingston,  Esqrs.  reinicsting  another  Dele- 
gate to  be  sent  to  Philadelphia,  &c. 

Ordered,  That  jMr.  McKisson,  as  Secretary,  write  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Duane,  and  inform  him  ihat  the  attcndaiK  C  of 
another  Delegate  is  necessary  at  Congress  ;  tli.ii  ihc  puijlic 
accounts  of  this  Slate  are  ready  to  be  laid  before  ihc  Con- 
tinental auditors  ;  that  it  is  apprehended  his  attendance  at 
Congress  when  those  accounts  are  under  consideration  of 
the  proper  board,  will  be  peculiarly  useful  to  tins  ^t.-'.e, 
and  therefore  that  he  is  requested  to  return  toFishkill,  th  it 
he  assist  to  perfect  the  arrangement  of  the  army  and  pre- 
pare to  attend  at  Congress. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING. 

Novr.  6th,  1776. 

The  Committee  met. 

Present — Col.  Van  Corllandt,  Vicc-Prest.  ,  „  ,, , 

Mr.  Adgatc,  Mr.  Yates,  Junr. — Albany. 

Col.  DraUe,  Col.  Van  Corllandt— ires/c/ics/cj-.  

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Nicoll-SH/o//c.  \-  

Mr.  R.  K.  Livingston,  Mr.  Landon — Dutches. 

Mr.  C'cntine — Ulster. 

Col.  Allison,  Mr.  J.  Smith — Orange. 

Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 

A  letter  from  Colo.  Benjamin  Tusteen,  dated  Goshen, 
November  the  4lli,  1776,  relative  to  some  cloths  he  lias 
purchased  and  requests  to  know  whether  he  shall  have 
clothes  made  for  the  soldiers,  was  received  and  read,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  have  the  goods 
made  up  at  Fishkill. 

A  letter  from  Johannes  Sleght,  dated  at  Kingston,  rela- 
tive to  salt,  of  which  there  is  a  great  scarcity,  was  read. 

A  dralt  of  an  answer  to  said  letter  was  read  and  ap- 
proved, and  is  as  follows  : 

"  Sir — Your  letter  having  been  read  in  Committee  of 
Safety,  they  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  have  come  more 
properly  througli  your  committee.  They  lament  the  wants 
of  your  people,  but  arc  ignorant  of  any  store  of  salt  at 
Albany  or  Dutches  counties,  both  of  which  they  arc  sa- 
tisfied are  by  no  means  supplied  ;  but  should  it  be  other- 
wise, they  make  no  doubt  that  you  may  purchase  on  the 
same  terms  as  the  people  of  those  counties.  As  this  Com- 
mittee have  no  thouglit  of  interfering  without  the  most 
absolute  necessity,  in  the  regulation  of  the  prices  of  any 
article  of  merchandise  whatever,  since  its  only  tendency  is 
to  increase  the  scarcity,  and  injure  individuals. 

"  I  am,  sir,  &c. 

"  JoHANs.  Sleght,  Esqr." 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  at  Albany,  Novr, 
3rd,  1776,  was  received  and  read,  and  is  as  follows,  to 
wit : 

"  .llbany.'ird,  Novr.  1770- 

"  Sir — I  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose  you  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  General  Gates,  of  the  31st  ulto.  willi  copy 
of  one  from  Major  Hoisington  to  him.  If  Sir  Jno.  .John- 
son left  Canada  at  the  time  the  deserters  mention,  he 
has  probably  met  with  such  difficulties  as  have  obliged  him 
to  return,  as  I  think  he  could  not  subsist  from  that  time  to 
this  in  the  woods.  We  have  no  less  than  eleven  difl'erent 
scouts  traversing  the  country  between  Tyconderoga  and 
Fort  Stanwix,  so  that  I  atn  in  hopes  should  the  enemy  at- 
tempt to  penetrate  to  the  Mohawk  river,  we  shall  have 
such  early  information  as  to  enable  us  to  meet  him  with 
a  sufficient  force.  '  • - 

I  have  already  ordered  two  regiments  from  Tycondero- 
ga to  Tryon  county,  and  about  one  thousand  of  the  militia, 
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so  that  our  force  tliere,  exclusive  of  the  militia  of  that 
county,  will  amount  to  two  thousand  men,  liesiiies  the  gar- 
rison of  Fort  Schuj'ler. 

"I  wish  the  Convention  would  order  the  depth  and 
breadth  of  Hudson's  river  to  be  carelully  taken  at  such 
places  as  they  conceive  would  be  most  proper  effectually 
to  obstruct  the  navigation.  Verplanck's  Point,  or  Jaii 
Kanten  Hook,  may  be  proper  places ;  pcrh.aps  the  latter, 
the  most  eligible  of  any.  I  propose  tuknij,'  the  carhest  op- 
portunity that  is  offered  me  to  prepare  every  thing  tor  it. 
At  present  I  cannot,  as  I  have  neither  troops  nor  carpen- 
ters, the  latter  being  all  employed  in  constructing  barracks. 
"  I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

"Your  most  obt.  hble.  servant, 

"  PHIL.  SCHUYLER. 

"  p.  R.  Livingston,  F.sqr.  President,  &c." 

The  e.xtract  of  a  letter  from  General  Gates,  dated  at 
Ticonderoga  on  the  31st  ulto.  giving  an  account  of  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  on  Lake  Cliainplain,  enclosed  in 
General  Schuyler's  letter,  was  also  read.  Also  a  copy  of 
a  letter  from  Major  Joab  Hoisington  to  General  Gates,  da- 
ted at  Newbury,  October  12th,  1776,  communicating  the 
intelligence  given  by  4  deserters  from  Canada,  that  pre- 
vious to  their  leaving  Montreal  on  the  2oth  of  September, 
that  Sir  John  Johnson,  with  the  Indians  and  Canadians, 
and  8th  regiment,  had  marched  to  attack  the  inhabitants  on 
the  Mohawk  river,  and  meet  Genl.  Burgoin  in  Albany,  was 
also  read. 

Ordered,  That  an  e.xtract  of  Genl.  Schuyler's  letter, 
which  relates  to  taking  the  soundings  of  Hudson's  river,  be 
transmitted  to  the  secret  committee,  now  at  the  forts  in  the 
Highlands,  and  said  committee  cause  the  soundings  to  be 
made. 

A  letter  from  John  Tayler,  Esquire,  dated  at  Albany, 
Novr.  3rd,  1776,  enclosing  a  notification  signed  by  Mr. 
Mathew,  town  clerk,  dated  at  New-Marlborough,  Octr.  ; 
4th,  1776,  requesting  the  inhabitants  to  meet  and  give  tlicir 
sense  relative  to  their  revolting  from  New-York,  was  read  i 
and  filed.  j 

Whereas  by  the  decease  of  Theodorus  Van  Wyck  and  ' 
Andrew  Barclay,  loan  officers  of  the  city  and  county  of  i 
New-York,  in  this  State,  the  loan  office  books  and  seal  | 
has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Nichs.  Governeur,  only  survi- 
ving loan  officer,  who  from  his  residence  in  New-Jersev, 
is  incapable  of  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  office  : 

Ordered,  therefore,  That  said  books  and  seal  be  deli- 
vered into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  or  Ge- 
rard Bancker,  his  deputy,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  act  as 
loan  officer,  until  further  order  of  this  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer's  or  his  deputy's  re- 
ceipt shall,  on  payment  of  the  money,  be  considered 
as  a  full  discharge  for  any  money  due  to  the  loan  office. 

Ordered,  That  the  executors  of  Theoilorus  Van  Wyck, 
deceased,  account  with  and  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  said 
Treasurer,  or  his  said  deputy,  all  the  money  due  from  the 
estate  of  their  testator  to  the  loan  office  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  served  on  the 
Treasurer  of  this  State,  and  that  Mr.  Gerard  Bancker  ap- 
ply to  Mr.  Gouvernier  for  the  books,  seal  and  accounts 
above  mentioned,  and  to  the  executors  of  Theodorus  Van 
Wyck  for  the  sums  in  their  hands,  and  serve  them  with  a 
copy  thereof. 

Robert  Yates,  Esquire,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  19th  of  October  last,  to  cooperate  with  Major-Genl. 
Schuyler  in  devising  and  carrying  into  execution  all  sucli 
measures  as  they  should  deem  most  effectual  for  repelling 
the  invasion  of  the  enemy's  army  on  the  nortlicrn  ami  west- 
ern frontiers  of  this  Slate,  made  the  following  report : 

"A  majority  of  your  committee,  vizt:  Evert  Bancker, 
Jacob  Cuylcr,  John  Tayler,  James  Duane,  Pohcrt  li.  Li- 
vingston, Robert  Yates,  John  Ten  llrocck,  convened  at  the 
city  of  Albany  on  the  24th  day  of  October  last,  agreeable 
to  order,  to  perform  the  duties  assigned  ihem,  and  receiv- 


ing intelligence  from  Mr.  Tayler,  one  of  your  committee, 
who  had  just  arrived  from  Cumberland,  that  the  militia  of 
Cumberland  and  Glocester  were  ordered  to  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  march  on  their  receiving  iiitLiliiience 
that  the  enemy  were  beseiging  Ticonderoga,  and  that  it 
was  their  intention  to  take  the  route  through  the  country  to 
that  place. 

"A  letter  was  addressed  to  General  Schuyler,  advisiiif 
him  thereof  (knowing  the  scarcity  of  provisions  .a  that 
garrison,)  and  communicating  also  our  belief,  that  troni  cer- 
tain affidavits,  copies  whereof  had  been  transmittL  d  to  him 
by  the  committee  at  Albany,  some  part  of  the  enemy's 
force  proposed  making  incursions  into  the  western  frontier. 
We  therefore  lamented  the  necessity  that  called  Colonel 
Dayton's  regiment  to  Ticonderoga,  and  left  so  important  a 
communication  to  be  guarded  chietly  by  militia,  and  sub- 
mitted the  propriety  of  employing  active  scouts  who  should 
go  from  the  head  of  Hudson's  river  to  Ticonderoga,  and 
to  whom  rewards  should  be  offered  on  their  bringing  intel- 
ligence of  the  enemy's  approach. 

"  Having  received  information  of  a  most  dangerous  con- 
spiracy of  the  tories  at  Helcnbergh,  we  despatched  an  ex- 
press to  Colonel  Van  Ness,  who  was  at  Schuyler's  Ferry, 
on  his  march  to  Fort  Edward,  to  recall  his  regiment,  to 
employ  them  against  the  insurgents ;  of  this  me'asure  also 
we  informed  Genl.  Schuyler ;  and  in  order  to  discover  the 
numbers,  motions  and  designs  of  the  insurgents,  a  soldier 
recommended  by  Colonel  Van  Schaick  for  that  purpose, 
was  sent  as  a  spy,  with  instructions  and  a  promise  of  a  re- 
ward of  ten  pounds  if  he  should  perform  the  service  satis- 
factorily. 

"  On  the  25th  of  October  a  letter  was  rereived  from 
Colonel  Whiting  of  Kings  district,  giving  information  of 
the  number  and  hostile  designs  of  the  torics  in  that  district; 
whereupon,  Capt.  Baldwin  with  fifteen  men  of  the  Albany 
rangers,  was  immediately  despatched  to  assist  in  securing 
the  said  insurgents,  and  Colonel  Whiting  was  directed  and 
authorized  to  raise  and  detain  all  the  well  effected  nnlitia 
remaining  in  that  district,  for  the  same  service,  and  also  to 
call  on  the  nearest  towns  in  the  State  of  Massacliusctts 
Bay  for  such  a  number  of  men  as  would,  together  with 
his  own  and  the  rangers,  make  up  an  hundred  ;  and  also, 
that  he  should  see  the  men  properly  supplied  with  jirovi- 
sioiis  agreeable  to  the  Continental  allowance.  The  whole 
to  be  commanded  by  Colonel  Whiting  until  superseded. 

"  Mr.  Avery,  deputy  commissary,  furnished  a  report  of 
all  the  flour  remaining  at  Ticonderoga,  and  the  several 
stages  between  that  and  Albany,  from  which,  after  deduct- 
ing what  was  probably  expended  or  would  be  consumed  in 
the  course  of  fourteen  days,  there  would  then  only  remain 
about  2,520  barrels. 

"  A  representation  having  been  made  to  your  commit- 
tee that  Doctor  Henry  Van  Dyck,  Cornclius'(Tlen,  Benja- 
min French,  Jacob  A.  Lansing,  John  Stevenson,  Henry 
Ten  Eyck,  John  V^an  Allen,  Jns.  Visscher  of  Schenectady, 
Major  Eminston,  Peter  Van  Schaick,  Peter  Vosburgh,  Ro- 
bert Oakley,  James  Dole,  Baker,  John  Fryer,  were 
persons  disaffected  to  the  cause  of  American  liberty,  and 
that  their  stay  m  the  county  of  Albany  would  be  dangerous : 
It  was  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  committee  who 
were  members  also  of  the  committee  of  Albany,  wait  on 
the  committee  of  the  said  county,  and  submit  it  to  their 
consideration,  if  they  have  just  grounds  of  the  unfriendly 
dispositions  of  the  said  persons,  to  remove  them  immedi- 
ately out  of  this  State. 

"It  being  also  represented  to  the  said  committee  that 
there  were  many  disaffected  persons  in  the  manor  of  Li-  . 
viiigston  and  its  neiirhborhood,  and  that  the  remaining  mi- 
litia who  can  be  relied  on  arc  few  in  number  and  badly 
armed  :    It  was  therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  sent  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  manor  regiment,  informing  him  to  detain  the 
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militia  there,  and  hold  them  in  readiness  to  suppress  any 
insurrectioiis  among  the  disaffected  in  that  part  of  the  State, 
or  wherever  else  they  may  be  ordered  bv  your  committee 
or  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  New-York. 

"  A  resolution  was  also  passed,  requiring  the  committee 
of  the  manor  of  Livingston,  immediately  to  arm  and  equip 
the  company  of  rangers  raised  in  that  district,  and  order 
them  to  be  quartered  at  or  near  the  place  of  rendezvous, 
and  kept  in  readiness  for  immediate  service.  A  copy  of 
said  resolution  was  sent  to  Colonel  Henry  Livingston,  of 
the  manor  of  Livingston. 

"  Your  committee,  by  a  letter  to  Peter  R.  Livingston, 
Esquire,  President  of  the  Convention,  advised  them  of  the 
progress  they  had  made  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  as- 
gjgned  ihem. 

"  John  Vondenberg,  who  resides  near  Hellebergh,  and 
supposed  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  designs  ot  the  dis- 
afiected  in  that  neighbourhood,  was  examined,  and  reluc- 
tantly disclosed  that  he  had  attended  a  meeting  at  the  Hel- 
lebergh, and  was  there  advised  not  to  march  with  the  mili- 
tia to  the  nortliward  ;  that  there  were  present  at  that  meet- 
ing, John  Kcid,  Joaghim  Huyck,  Jacobus  Long,  Hans  Se- 
gar.  Jacobus  Oliver,  Jacob  Huyck,  John  Cummins,  Arnet 
W'ermer,  Adam  Sagar,  Christian  Huyck,  Jacob  Bradt, 
Garret  Bradt,  and  that  one  Richard  Redley  had  in  his  pos- 
session the  Proclamation  of  General  Howe.  That  their 
plan  was  to  assemble  in  three  parties  of  about  thirty  men 
each,  to  resist  any  troops  that  might  attack  them  ;  that  the 
one  party,  under  command  of  Albertus  Van  Alstyne,  to 
meet  at  the  Hellebergh ;  another,  under  the  command  of 
John  Cummins,  at  Norman's  Kill,  and  the  third,  under  the 
command  of  Arent  Wormer,  at  Neskitaw  ;  that  the  party 
attacked  were  to  notify  the  others,  that  they  might  coope- 
rate in  their  resistance. 

"  Hans  Segar  said  he  could  get  Indians  at  Schoharie  to 
assist,  if  he  would  go  for  them  ;  that  a  constant  correspon- 
dence is  kept  up  between  the  said  parties  and  the  disattect- 
ed  of  Stickook  and  Coxakie,  between  whom  it  was  under- 
stood that  they  were  to  act  on  the  defensive,  until  the  King's 
troops  arrived,  and  then  join  them. 

"  A  messenger  was  despatched  to  Colonel  Vondenbergh 
and  Captain  Slingerlandt,  requesting  their  attendance,  tliai 
ihev  might  be  informed  of  the  situation  of  the  country  in 
and  about  tlie  places  alluded  to  in  the  said  examination  of 
Vondenberg,  and  march,  with  Colonel  Van  Ness's  regiment 
as  guides,  to  those  places. 

"  On  the  twenty-sixth  of  October,  Colo.  Vandenbergh 
and  Capt.  Slingerlandt  attended  accoiding  to  request,  and 
the  Colonel  produced  the  returns  of  such  persons  in  his 
regiment,  amounting  to  eighty-two,  who  have  not  marched 
up  witli  the  nnliiia  of  the  county,  most  of  which  absentees 
it  appears  by  other  information,  are  such  as  have  collected 
themselves  in  and  ni)out  the  Hellebergh,  for  the  purpose  of 
opposing  by  force  the  measures  of  Congress.  An  express 
was  sent  with  a  letter  to  Captain  John  Bradt  of  Coxakie, 
advising  him  of  the  movement  of  tlie  disaffected  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Hellebergh,  and  requesting  him,  if 
he  could  spare  any  part  of  his  force,  to  despatch  the  Scho- 
harie company  and  the  rangers  that  way  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble and  by  the  most  direct  route,  and  that  a  party  sliould 
be  despatched  from  Albany  to  meet  and  cooperate  with 
them. 

"  Colonel  Van  Schaick,  on  application,  consented  to 
spare  about  fifty  of  his  Continental  troops  for  two  or  three 
days,  to  be  commanded  by  Capt.  Hicks,  and  marched  to 
the  Hellebergh  under  the  directions  of  your  committee, 
and  to  be  in  readiness  as  soon  as  possible. 

■'Captain  Baldwin  was  directed  that  the  fifteen  men  of 
his  company  of  rangers  should  hold  themselves  in  readi- 
ness; and  Colonel  Van  Ness  was  ordered  to  detach  eighty 
men  of  his  regiment  on  the  same  service,  w  hile  the  remain- 
der of  his  regiment  should  continue  in  Albany,  and  do  the 
duly  of  the  troops  ordered  out. 

"  Capt.  Abraham  Slingerlandt  of  Col.  Vandenburgh's 


regiment  of  militia,  was  ordered  to  attend  the  said  detacli- 
ments  as  a  guide  in  the  route  they  were  to  take  for  the  np- 
prehension  of  the  disaffected,  and  Major  Ford,  who  wns 
appointed  to  the  command,  was  apprised  of  tlie  nature  of 
the  service,  and  instructed  to  march  the  detachment  to  Con- 
radt  Luke's  or  Tunis  Kingerlandt's,  where  his  men  were 
to  be  refreshed  until  near  daybreak,  when  lie  was  to  march 
from  thence  to  the  Hellebergh,  and  endeavour  to  take  and 
disperse  the  disaffected,  wiio  have  been  or  are  now  assi:m- 
bled  in  arms,  (or,  in  general,  all  others  boiwcen  the  ;i"c  of 
16  and  50  who  can  prove  no  good  reason  for  their  not  hav- 
ing inarciied  with  the  rest  of  the  militia  agreeable  to  or(!(;r.) 
If  they  should  not  be  at  that  place,  to  follow  them  to  Nor- 
man's vale,  Neslakcw  or  the  Beaver  Dam,  or  wherever  cl-c 
they  may  be  assembled,  advising  on  this  head  with  liic 
guide  ;  also,  that  he  always  march  with  good  inlelliijcnt 
scouts  ahead,  and  flanking  parties,  to  prevent  surprise  or 
being  discovered  by  persons  lurking  in  the  woods  for  that 
purpose,  and  to  detain  all  those  whom  he  might  expect  de- 
signed to  give  intelligence  of  his  movements.  Thai  he 
should  also  be  particularly  careful  to  prevent  the  men  un- 
der his  cominand  from  plundering  or  maltreating  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  county,  whatever  might  be  their  poliiical 
character.  To  be  attentive  to  secure  those  persons  whose 
names  he  was  furnished  with,  and  send  daily  communica- 
tions of  his  motions  to  your  committee  at  All)any,  in  order 
that  he  might  be  reinforced,  if  necessary,  or  supplied  with 
provisions,  if  his  stay  should  be  longer  than  was  expected. 

"  On  the  27th  of  October,  a  letter  was  received  from 
Genl.  Schuyler,  dated  at  Saratoga  on  the  26lh,  acknow- 
ledging the  receipt  of  the  letter  and  affidavits  transmitted 
him  on  the  twenty-fourth,  in  which  he  says  that  although 
said  affidavits  would  countenance  the  supposition  that  the 
enem}'  intend  an  eruption  on  the  Mohawk  river,  vet  he 
cannot  suppose  they  will  attempt  it,  unless  they  .should  be 
successful  at  Ticonderoga  ;  he  did  not  like  to  move  Day- 
ton's corps  from  the  westward,  but  was  pressed  to  do  it 
in  such  terms  by  General  Gates,  that  he  could  not  pru- 
dently refuse  it.  Lest  however  any  accident  should  hap- 
pen, he  advises  that  Colonel  Van  Ness  with  his  regiment, 
should  on  his  return  from  Coxsakie,  march  to  Schenecta- 
dy or  such  place  where  he  can  be  of  most  service  in  case 
of  an  attack.  The  scouts  from  Johnstown,  Fort  George, 
and  P'ort  Edward,  agree  there  is  no  appearance  of  an  en- 
emy on  the  northern  quarters.  General  Schuyler  enclos- 
ed in  said  letter  a  copy  of  a  letter  he  had  received  from 
General  Gates  at  Ticonderoga,  dated  the  24th  of  October, 
wherein,  after  enumerating  such  articles  and  supplies  as 
are  most  wanted  at  that  garrison.  General  Gates  ob- 
serves : 

"  '  That  General  Carlton  lies  close  at  Crown  Point  with 
Ills  navy  on  his  flanks  ;  that  he  apprehends  an  attack  may 
soon  be  expected,  but  that  the  communication  betu'cen 
Oiter  creek  and  Mount  Independence  was  not  yet  inter- 
rupted by  the  enemy's  scouts.' 

"  A  letter  was  received  from  John  McKesson,  Esquire, 
Secretary  of  the  Convention,  dated  at  Fishkill  on  the 
twenty-fourth,  giving  advice  of  the  apprehension  and  con- 
demnation by  a  court  martial  where  Jjord  Stirling  presid- 
ed, of  tluee  traitors  or  deserters  taken  in  arms,  and  also 
enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Tench  Tilghman,  Esor. 
to  the  Convention,  dated  at  Head-Quarters,  Valentine's 
Hill,  the  22nd  instant,  mentioning  that  early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  21st,  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  detached  from 
the  first  and  third  Virginia  regiments,  and  commanded  by 
Major  Green,  supported  by  Colonel  Haslets  of  Delaware, 
with  six  hundred  men,  attacked  and  put  to  flight  Rogers' 
rangers,  taking  many  blankets,  sixty  stand  of  arms  and 
thirty-six  prisoners. 

"  Your  committee  immediately  acknowledged  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  letter  of  John  McKesson,  Esqr.  with  its  en- 
closure, and  suggested  the  propriety  of  the  committee  of 
correspondence,  establishing  expresses  to  Albany,  as  good 
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news  published  by  authority,  might  have  a  happy  effect 
on  the  army  and  on  the  people. 

"  On  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  tiie  28th  of  Oc- 
tober, a  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  Saratoga  on 
the  27th  October  instant,  covering  a  letter  from  Capt.  L;i- 
throp  Allen,  commanding  at  Fort  Dalgton,  the  21st  of 
October,  and  another  from  General  Herkimer,  dated  at 
Canajoharie,  on  the  25th  of  October,  was  laid  before  your 
Committee. 

"  Capt.  Allen  states  that  on  hearing  some  news  from  the 
Lake  to  our  disadvantage,  a  consultation  was  held  at  Ca- 
najoharie Castle  between  the  Indians  and  tories,  since  wlucli 
many  of  the  latter  have  absconded  to  join  the  enemy  ;  that 
the  Indians  are  also  moving  up.  He  concludes  by  request- 
ing the  General,  as  an  invasion  may  shortly  be  expected, 
to  forward  a  supply  of  ammunition,  there  not  being  more 
than  12  pounds  of  powder  to  supply  the  garrison,  consist- 
ing of  123  effective  men. 

"  General  Herkimer  informs  General  Schuyler  that  Pe- 
ter Ten  Broeck  of  the  Fallkills,  Hanyoost  Schuvler,  Ka- 
chyaho  Johnson,  with  about  120  others  from  the  Klace 
Burragh,  have  gone  off  to  the  enemy  ;  he  learns  they  are 
gone  to  Oswego,  expecting  to  meet  the  enemy  there  ;  that 
the  leaders  of  these  runaways  have  received  advice  bv 
letters,  that  within  six  days  from  their  escape,  the  enemy 
would  be  assembled  in  force  at  Oswego  ;  Sir  John  John- 
son to  command  six  hundred  regulars,  and  that  twenty- 
two  nations  of  Indians  had  joined  them.  A  squaw  was  the 
bearer  of  said  letter  to  Canajoharie  castle,  and  a  belt  was 
sent  fiom  the  hostile  nations  to  the  Oneidas  to  invite  tliein 
to  join  them,  threatening  that  if  they  would  not  a^ree  to 
their  proposals,  they,  the  Oneidas,  should  be  attacked 
first,  and  that  not  a  child's  life  would  be  then  spared. 
General  Herkimer  added,  this  hostile  invasion  may  he 
soon  be  expected,  and  certainly  on  the  iMohawk  ;  and  that 
the  circumstances  of  the  country  are  such  that  they  can- 
not resist  such  a  force,  and  must  expect  to  be  slaughtered 
and  drove  off  at  the  pleasure  of  the  enemy.  He  tlierclorc 
begged  and  solicited  for  expeditious  succour  in  troops,  to 
oppose  such  powerful  invaders,  to  frustrate  their  wicked 
intentions ;  that  without  such  aid,  the  major  part  of  the 
inhabitants  would  lay  down  their  arms  rather  than  be  sa- 
crificed in  their  unprotected  situation. 

"  General  Schuyler,  in  his  letter  enclosing  copies  of 
those  of  General  Herkimer  and  Captain  Allen,  remarks 
that  he  thinks  it  absolutely  necessary  that  a  body  ot  troops 
be  sent  immediately  to  the  Mohawk's  river  ;  and  concludes 
by  observing,  '  I  have  ordered  Colonel  Dayton  with  liis  re- 
giment, which  is  at  Canistighenna  or  Half  Moon,  to  halt 
until  they  shall  hear  from  you.  If  you  can  send  such  a  body 
of  militia  into  Tryon  county  as  will  in  all  probability  se- 
cure that  part  of  the  countiy,  I  then  wish  you  to  send  or- 
ders to  Colonel  Dayton  to  prosecute  his  march  to  Ticon- 
deroga,  where  he  is  much  wanted,  if  not,  you  will  order 
him  back  to  that  county,  he  havuig  my  orders  to  obey 
your  directions.' 

"The  committee  thereupon  resolved  and  determined  to 
detain  the  following  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  western 


frontiers,  namely : 

"  Capt  Badt's  rangers,  who  have  performed  the  ser- 
vice at  Cojakie   50 

"  A  detachment  of  Capt.  Baldwin's  company  of  ran- 
gers,   20 

"  A  detachment  under -Major  Ford  of  Colonel  Van 

Ness's  regiment  of  C'laverack  militia,   BO 

"A  detachment  of  Schoharie  mililia  under  Capt-  Ha- 

ger,    53=20.5 

"  Capts.  Hicks  and  McCracken's  companies  of  Colo- 

Van  Schaick's  Continental  rojiment,   120=  325 

"  If  there  be  added  to  the  troops  now  on 
service  and  the  Tryon  mililia,  vizt : 

"  Elmoas's  regiment,   ■*''3 

"Nichols's      do    '-^ 

"  Tryon  county  rangers,   '-'^ 

"  Militia  supposed  at   l.*^    =  'i'^''^ 


"  The  whole  will  be  2,068 
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"Your  committee  then  sent  a  letter  by  express  to  Genl. 
Schuyler,  enclosing  copies  of  the  above  resolutions,  and 
having  previously  received  intelligence  from  Major  Ford 
■  and  Capt.  Bradt,  we  mentioned  to  the  General  that  on  the 
night  of  the  26th  the  detachment  was  despatched  aL'ainst 
the  disaffected  at  the  Hellebergh  and  its  neignbouriiood, 
wiiich  was  attended  with  the  wished  for  success,  as  ihev 
,  dispersed  the  disaffected  without  opposition,  and  many  of 
I  them  were  taken.    Capt.  Bradt,  who  was  despatched  on 
j  a  similar  enterprise  to  Coxakie,  had  written  to  us  by  cx- 
j  press  that  he  had  successfully  performed  the  service  he 
'  was  sent  upon,  and  that  he  thought  the  Coxakie  and  Cats- 
kill  companies  would  be  sulScieiit  for  any  further  bu.siiiess 
I  in  that  quarter.    Indeed,  it  appeared  to  us  that  the  report 
I  of  the  disaffected  there  had  been  greatly  exaggerated,  since 
tlie  committee  of  this  district  hau  thought  ht  to  discharge 
some  of  those  who  are  apprehended  as  tories;  which,  how- 
j  ever  inexpedient,  was  at  least  a  proof  they  were  not 
I  thought  dangerous.    These  vigorous  measures  having  so 
I  happily  suppressed  domestic  insurrections,  put  it  in  our 
power  to  detach  tlie  troops,  which  with  the  forces  alreadycn 
tiie  western  frontiers,  are  particularly  specihcd  in  our  reso- 
lutions.   Of  their  competency  we  suppose  General  Schuy- 
ler could  best  judge,  and  therefore  submitted  it  to  his  de- 
termination, whether  Colonel  Dayton's  regiment  should  he 
sent  forward  to  Ticonderoga  or  commanded  to  their  fonner 
'  station.    It  appeared  to  us  of  the  utmost  moment  that  an 
,  active  and  spirited  officer,  in  the  then  conjuncture,  should 
'  be  invested  with  the  command  on  the  western  frontiers, 
I  especially  as  the  apprehensions  on  tlie  part  of  the  Conti- 
I  nentals  as  well  as  the  militia  seemed  greater  than  the  in- 
I  telligence  communicated  to  us  could  justify.    We  submit 
I  it  to  the  consideration  ot  the  General,  that  as  we  were 
strangers  to  Colonel  Elmer,  if  his  military  character  was 
not  sulBciently  established,  whether  Colonel  Dayton,  (in 
case  ids  regiment  should  proceed  to  Ticonderoaa,)  Colo- 
nel Van  Schaick,  or  some  other  otBcer  of  known  abilities, 
ought  not  to  be  appointed  to  that  important  department. 
We  determined  tiiat  such  of  the  proposed  detachment  as 
consisted  of  militia  should  march  without  delay.  The 
two  companies  of  Continental  troops,  not  being  under  our 
directions,  we  informed  the  General,  must  attend  his  orders; 
and  should  the  arrangement  meet  with  his  approbation, 
Capt.  Lush's  company  of  town  guards,  70  of  Colonel 
Van  Ness's  regiment,  under  his  command,  besides  the 
would  remain  for  town  duty. 
"  Your  committee  then  wrote  to  Major  Ford  requesting 
him  to  return  with  tlie  detachment  under  his  command  to 
Albany  as  soon  as  the  service  whereon  he  was  sent  was 
despatched,  and  at  the  same  time  forwarded  a  letter  to 
Capt.  Bralt,  commanding  the  party  at  Coxakie,  to  march 
said  party  tu  Albany  as  soon  as  their  business  was  accom- 
plished ;  an  order  was  also  given  Mr.  Avery  to  hirnish  the 
detachment  under  Major  Ford  with  three  days'  provisions, 
which  was  forwarded  immediately. 

"  John  Vandenbergh  again  appeared  before  the  commit- 
tee and  was  examined,  and  discovering  nothing  further  re- 
specting the  tories  at  Hellebergh,  he  was  dismissed,  and 
lor  his  lormtf  services  was  given  4.Ss. 

"  Dirck  Swart  was  called  in  and  informed  your  commit- 
tee that  while  at  Bennington  he  understood  that  letters  had 
been  received  by  the  committee  of  that  place,  from  Deputy 
Commissary  Trumbull  and  Deputy  Commissary  \  aunccy, 
wiiich  mentions  that  some  evil  disposed  persons  near  Al- 
bany had  slopped  the  provisions  going  forward  to  Ticon- 
deroga, and  alleged  that  they  had  orders  to  purchase  the 
wheat  and  send  it  to  the  mills  ;  that  the  wheat  was  accord- 
ingly purchased  at  5s.  6d.  lawful ;  on  hearing  which,  some 
of  the  mililia  that  were  going  up  were  mucli  enraged  and 
wished  Albany  in  flames. 

"  As  Mr.  Swart  neither  saw  said  letters  nor  heard  them 
read,  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  take  any  measures  rela- 
tive thereto  until  more  precise  information  could  be  obtain- 
ed of  their  contents. 
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«  On  l)'"  29th  of  October,  Major  Ford,  with  the  detach- 
under  his  command,  returned  from  the  Hellebergli 
'^''reported  that  he  could  not  discover  any  parties  ot  dis- 
*fl^'ed  persons  assembled  together ;  tliat  he  iiad  traversed 
Jhe  country  and  found  that  most  of  tlie  inhabitants  liad  ab- 
onded;  that  he  had  appreiiended,  however,  John  Reid, 
John  Lang,  Garrit  Shngerlandt,  iMvndcrt  Bradt,  John  Sa- 
ger  Jeremiah  Pemberton,  John  Hallenueck,  (who  he  has, 
however,  since  discharged,)  Garret  Sager,  Malthys  Hogh- 
laling,  (who  lie  released  but  detained  his  arms.) 

"Your  committee  immediately  proceeded  to  examine 
John  Reid,  John  Lang  and  .MynJert  Bradt. 

"  The  character  of  Reid  appeared  suspicious,  he  was 
therefore  remanded  to  goal.    As  to  Lang  he  appeared  to 
be  misled,  and  professing  his  hearty  repentance  and  pro- 
mising a  ready  concurrence  with  the  measures  of  Con- 
cress,  was  thereupon  dismissed  upon  his  promise  to  go  and 
join  his  militia  regiment  at  Fort  Edward.    On  receiving  a 
solemn  promise  not  to  reveal  his  name,  the  said  John  Lang, 
of  Meadhic,  staled  that  being  warned  to  go  to  Fort  Ed- 
ward, he  prepared  himself  to  go  accordingly,  but  on  his 
way  'was  dissuaded  from  proceeding  by  Frederick  Oliver 
and  Philip  Luke,  son  to  John  Luke,  who  were  the  princi- 
pal persons  that  dissuaded  people,  alleging  that  they  would 
rot  go  to  be  slaughtered  by  the  regulars,  who  would  have 
this  country  in  a  month's  time.    That  thereupon  he  went 
to  Aniet  Wormer's,  where  there  were  about  one  hundred 
who  engaged  not  to  go  up,  nor  to  injure  any  person  ;  but 
if  the  rangers  or  militia  of  Albany  came  against  them,  they 
would  resist  them.    They  then  agreed  to  keep  scouts  in  the 
toads  and  that  they  should  notify  each  other  upon  any 
alarm.    That  besides  the  above  persons,  Frederick  Wor- 
raer,  Frederick  Cransie,  John  Commens,  were  at  the  meet- 
ing ;  that  the  views  of  those  people,  when  assembled, 
was  to  hold  out  until  the  regulars  should  come,  and  then 
join  them ;  that  Arnet  Wormer  was  to  direct  one  of  the 
parties.  Bat  Hallenbeck  another,  and  Frederick  Oliver  the 
third  party.    The  said  Joiin  Lang  being  further  examined, 
stated  that  there  were  present  in  the  above  company 
George  Swan,  Peter  Classe,  Peter  Bradt,  Staats  Bradt, 
\V outer  and  George  Slingerlandt,  Storm  Bradt,  iVIyndcrt 
Bradt,  Garret  Bradt,  John  Commens,  (a  principal,)  Jaco- 
bus t)liver,  Jacob  Ball  a  captain  of  Beaver  Dam,  (which 
httcr  he  has  heard  to  declare  he  would  not  go  up  all,) 
Henry  Warner,  Jacobus  Houghtaling,  Johannes  Sager, 
Adam  S.igcr,  Jcllis  Creeble  and  John  Wedewman. 

*'  We  proceeded  to  examine  Myndcrt  Bradt,  who  ap- 
peared to  be  an  ignorant  lad  of  about  seventeen  years  of 
age  ;  he  not  being  sufficiently  candid,  was  thereupon  re- 
manded to  jail. 

"  We  then  received  from  General  Schuyler  a  letter  of 
the  29th  of  October,  dated  at  Saratoga,  in  answer  to  that  of 
yesterday,  acquainting  your  committee  that  he  had  ordered 
Col.  Dayton's  regimont  to  prosecute  their  march  to  the 
northward,  and  that  about  40U  of  the  militia  were  ordered 
to  march  from  Fort  Edv.  ard  to  Tryon  county,  to  be  under 
the  command  of  Genl.  Herkimer  or  Colonel  Van  Schaick, 
who  he  liad  ordered  into  that  quarter  with  the  two  compa- 
nies of  his  regiment. 

"  Mr.  Avery,  the  deputy-commissary-gencrai,  was  im- 
mediately made  acquainted  wiiii  this  movement,  that  he 
might  be  ready  to  furnish  tliese  troops  with  provisions. 
Capt.  Bradt  was  ordered  to  march  with  tus  company  of 
rangers  into  Tryon  county,  and  to  put  himself  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  V  an  Schaick  ;  and  Capt.  HagRr,  with 
the  party  of  militia  under  his  command,  was  directed  to  re- 
turn to  Schoharie,  and  hold  themselves  in  constant  readiness 
to  march  at  a  moment's  warnina  to  tlie  dclcnce  of  the  west- 
ern frontiers,  whenever  they  shall  receive  orders  from  Co- 
lonel Van  Schaick,  that  they  may  contribute  with  the  rest 
of  their  fellow  citizens,  who  are  now  in  arms  lo  the  utmost 
of  their  power  in  the  defence  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
their  country. 

"  On  the  30th  of  October,  your  committee  addressed  a 


letter  to  General  Herkimer,  advising  him,  tliat  although 
they  considered  the  information  of  an  intended  irruption  "of 
the  enemy  m  that  quarter  lo  be  such  as  not  to  be  fully  re- 
lied on,  yet  it  was  possible  they  might  send  small  scuulin;; 
parties,  as  a  great  force  cannot  come  at  this  season  ;  and 
as  to  the  twenty-two  nations  of  Indians,  it  is  too  improba- 
ble to  deserve  the  least  credit. 

"  We  could  not  help  expressing  our  surprise,  that  at  a 
time  when  the  militia  are  all  called  out  for  the  dcfiMice  of 
our  country,  invaded  on  the  north  and  south,  that  liic  mili- 
tia of  a  county  which  had  hitherto  been  respected  tor  its 
zeal  and  spirit,  should  entertain  the  most  distaiit  of 
submitting  to  their  inveterate  enemy,  and  thnt  U  ii  l.clore 
they  had  seen  or  tried  their  force.  We  took  ihc  lihtnv  to 
remind  him  that  there  is  already  in  that  county,  c\r'.',iMve 
of  their  own  militia,  743  men,  which,  when  joined  l<v  tiic 
troops  under  his  command,  would,  we  apprehend,  be  i;rcai;v 
superior  to  any  force  the  enemy  could  send.  We  inlormed 
the  General  we  had,  however,  sent  him  two  companies  of 
Continental  troops,  under  command  of  Colonel  Van  Schaick, 
with  whoin  we  wished  him  to  consult  about  the  proper  dis- 
position of  the  troops,  and  also  one  company  of  rnni^crs, 
and  that  General  Schuyler  had  ordered  to  their  assistance 
400  men  of  the  militia :  these  would  cross  from  Fort  Ed- 
ward. We  added  :  '  These  are  sent  in  compliance  with 
your  wishes,  though  we  really  think  them  unnecessary  if 
the  people  of  your  county  will  exert  any  degree  of  that  spi- 
rit which  we  have  reason  to  expect  of  men  animated  by  the 
glorious  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged.  We  doubt  not 
but  that  you  will  be  careful  to  inspire  them  with  proper 
sentiments  on  this  subject.  It  would  be  advisable  for  you 
to  order  100  of  your  militia,  who  will  be  rewarded  for  their 
services,  to  be  raised,  equipped  and  sent  to  tlieir  proper 
stations ;  in  which  case  they  will  be  allowed  Contiiiciilal 
pay  and  rations.  Capt.  Hager,  with  50  men  of  the  Scho- 
harie militia,  are  now  sent  home,  and  have  orders  to  liold 
themselves  in  readiness  at  a  moment's  warning,  whenever 
you  may  think  it  necessary  to  call  upon  them.  You  will 
be  careful  to  keep  out  scouts  on  every  quarter,  who  will 
be  rewarded  for  their  trouble.' 

"  Your  committee  then  addressed  a  letter  to  Genl.  Schuy- 
ler, sugijestins,  in  case  of  an  invasion  from  the  west,  which 
was  very  probable  whether  it  would  not  still  be  prudent  to 
detain  Dayton's  regiment  at  Fort  George,  so  that  they 
might  be  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  Ticonderoga,  or  the 
western  frontier,  as  the  progress  of  the  enemy  might  ren- 
der necessary  ;  also  communicating  the  orders  given  to 
Col.  Van  Schaick,  Capt.  Bradt  and  Lieutenant  Hager  and 
Genl.  Herkimer  ;  and  that  Colonel  Van  Ness's  detachment 
of  140  men  were  to  l)e  detained  under  his  command  for 
town  duty,  leaving  Lieut.  Conyer,  who  is  one  of  our  re- 
cruiting officers,  lo  assist  and  advise  Col.  Van  Ness  in  the 
conduct  of  his  department,  on  account  of  his  inexperience 
in  the  military  line.  We  also  communicated  the  result  ol  the 
expedition  to  Hellebersh,  and  certain  intelligence  from  .Ma- 
jor Ford,  received  by  him  from  Hendrick  Hoff,  who  pre- 
tends to  be  a  deserter  from  General  Carlton,  that  would 
countenance  the  belief  that  we  might  hourly  expect  an 
irruption  into  die  eastern  frontier  by  the  lories,  Canadians 
and  Indians,  under  command  of  Sir  John  Johnson.  We 
also  informed  the  General  that  nothing  before  us  would 
warrant  a  longer  continuance  at  Albany,  especially  as  our 
assistance  was  much  wanted  in  Convention.  1  he  military 
arrangement  which  is  so  essential,  being  delayed  until  our 
return  to  Fishkill. 

"  On  the  31st  of  October  your  committee  received  a  let- 
ter from  General  Schuyler,  by  express,  in  answer  to  the 
one  addressed  to  him  the  preceding  day,  in  which  he  men- 
lions,  that  by  information  received  from  Colonel  Ogden, 
who  left  Ticonderoga  on  the  morning  preceding,  tlierc 
were  not  more  than  200  tents  at  Crown  Point,  consequent- 
ly Genl.  Carlton  has  only  a  small  part  of  his  army  there  ; 
this  circumstance,  the  information  of  Hoff,  and  the  move- 
ment of  the  lories  in  this  quarter,  induced  General  Schuyler 
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to  suspect  that  the  enemy  intends  to  penetrate  by  tlie  Mo- 
hawk river  or  throw  themselves  on  some  part  of  the  coin- 
munication  between  Saratoga  and  Fort  George  ;  it  be- 
came difficult  to  say  what  measures  would  be  most  eligi- 
ble, but  that  he  will  venture  to  send  duwn  part  ot  the  mi- 
litia. Dayton's  regiment  being  already  near  Skeensborough 
and  his  men  extremely  averse  to  reiurn  to  Tryon  couniy, 
he  therefore  earnestly  entreated  us  not  to  leave  Albany  at 
so  critical  a  juncture.  He  also  informed  us  that  he  would 
despatch  an  express  to  General  Gales  to  request  lum  to 
send  a  scout  of  40  or  50  men  to  the  westward,  and  if  he 
finds  that  any  body  of  the  enemy  have  marciied  to  tlie 
Mohawk  river,  then  instantly  to  despatch  three  rcgimenis 
to  that  quarter,  or  more,  according  to  the  number  of  the 
enemy  that  may  have  taken  that  route.  That  similar  or- 
ders would  be  sent  to  Gcnl.  Ten  Brocck  and  Colonel  Gan- 
sevort  that  we  might  thus  have  the  more  early  and  most 
certain  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  movements,  and  be  en- 
abled to  take  proper  measures  to  defeat  their  purposes. 

"  The  despatches  which  General  Schuyler  enclosed  for 
Colonel  Van  Schaick  and  Major  Cochran  of  Tryon  coun- 
ty, were  immediately  fonvarded  to  them  by  express. 

"  Your  committee  on  the  same  day  received  a  letter 
from  Colonel  Whiting  giving  an  account  of  Kmgs  district 
and  referring  to  the  affidavits  of  Peabody  and  Allen,  taken 
before  John  Younglove,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  Bennington,  copies  whereof  were  sent  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  by  the  committee  of  Albany,  and  referred 
to  your  committee  on  the  23rd  of  October ;  from  winch 
examinations  it  appeared  that  Isaac  Peabody  and  Samuel 
Allen  called  at  the  house  of  Seth  Chase,  at  Liille  While 
Creek,  on  the  12th  of  October.  Suspecting  from  some 
observations  they  heard  that  Chase  was  disatlecled,  they 
feigned  to  be  of  the  same  sentiments  pretending  they  came 
from  Kinderhook,  and  were  offered  lodgings  and  conceal- 
ment on  the  suggestion  of  a  Mr.  Hough,  which  they  de- 
clined ;  they  asked  Mr.  Hough  whether  they  had  seen 
any  of  their  Kinderhook  friends  or  whether  it  was  practi- 
cable for  them  to  get  through  northward  to  Burgoyne's 
army.  Hough  said  no,  but  there  was  a  much  sater  way 
of  making  their  escape,  for  there  were  80  men  from  Arling- 
ton and  Sinderland  who  were  to  march  the  next  night ; 
that  there  were  two  of  the  King's  armies  coming  down  ; 
Burgoynewas  tocome  round  theLakesandSir  JohnJohnson 
down  the  Mohawk ;  it  would  be  best  for  the  Kinderhook 
tories  to  join  the  latter,  which  they  could  meet  in  three 
days,  and  be  out  of  danger  ;  which  opinion  Hough  said 
he  would  communicate  to  the  lories  at  Kinderhook,  That 
while  at  Chase's  they  were  advised  not  to  go  to  Cam- 
bridge, or  they  would  be  taken  up,  for  the  people  there 
were  as  fierce  as  the  devil,  and  would  have  mined  the  dis- 
affected at  While  Creek  but  for  the  friends  they  had  in  the 
committee.  Hough  staled  that  most  ot  the  nemhbouihood 
were  disaffected  ;  that  they  had  a  meeting  at  Chase's  and 
determined  to  march  off  and  join  Biir^oyne  on  the  13ih. 
Samuel  Allen  went  to  inform  the  commitiec  of  Cambridge 
of  what  had  passed,  while  Capt.  Peabody  returned  to 
Chase's  to  gather  further  intelligence,  and  inquired  for 
Hough,  and  was  told  by  Chase  that  Ilouah  had  communi- 
cated to  him  the  substance  of  the  conversation  the  preced- 
ing night ;  that  he  had  certain  intelligence  that  Burgoyne 
with  his  army  was  coming  round  the  Lakes;  that  Col. 
Mann  had  sent  a  page  to  Arlington,  who  was  at  his  house 
the  night  of  the  1 1th  on  his  return,  and  told  that  liie  Colo- 
nel's orders  to  the  people  of  Arlington  were,  to  remain 
quiet,  unless  their  intentions  were  discovered,  until  further 
orders  from  him;  for  he  found  from  intelligence  from  Bur- 
goyne he  would  not  get  througli  iiis  march  so  soon  as  he 
expected  ;  but  if  discovered,  to  make  the  best  of  their 
way  to  him.  The  page  also  staled  that  the  people  of  .■Ar- 
lington had  made  such  preparations  for  tiicir  march  that 
they  could  not  postpone  it  without  bcin?  discovered,  and 
would  therefore  march  that  night ;  he  also  said  tiiat  the 
people  of  White  Creek  are  secure  ;  they  would  not  march 


I  until  further  orders  from  Colonel  Mann.  He  likewise  said 
I  that  Colonel  Mann  had  12  fat  oxen  for  the  purpose  of  vic- 
tualling the  friends  of  Government  on  their  maich  to  ji..in 
I  the  King's  army,  and  others  had  several  more  fur  the 
same  purpose  ;  and  on  inquiring  by  what  plan  our  Kinder- 
hook friends  could  get  safe  to  the  King's  army,  he  told  me 
Colonel  iMann  had  given  countersigns  at  two  ])kices,  and 
if  these  countersigns  could  be  conveyed  to  our  Inends  tiiey 
could  pass  safe  and  obtain  all  necessary  inlellmencc.  He 
then  produced  a  paper  and  handed  it  to  me,  saying  now  I 
give  you  my  life.  The  contents  of  said  paper  were  these  : 
At  Landlord  Northrop's  the  countersign  is  '  Trvoii  ;'  at 
Jacob  Lawing's  ferry  the  countersign  is  '  Buriioyne ;' 
upon  the  giving  of  which  countersigns  he  said  at  tliose  nvo 
places,  we  could  be  secreted,  have  provisions,  or  helped  on 
our  way,  or  any  thing  we  desired,  to  forward  us. 

"  That  Simon  Covill  was  a  great  friend  to  government, 
and  thus  examined,  need  not  fear  him.  VVliiie  the  liienLis  of 
government  were  on  their  march  to  join  Burgoyne,  it  was 
directed  by  Colonel  Mann  that  in  the  day  time  they  should 
keep  the  woods,  and  in  the  night  time  to  take  the  road  ;  to 
go  20  in  a  body  a  mile  distant  from  each  other,  and  before 
each  detachment  a  scout,  to  be  placed  distant  in  the  ad- 
vance about  10  rods,  to  give  notice  of  persons  approaching 
in  front,  and  the  rear  guard  in  like  manner,  to  noiitv  the 
approach  of  pursuers,  in  which  case  the  parties  to  skulk 
into  the  wood. 

"  Your  committee  perceiving  from  the  last  intelligence 
received  from  General  Schuyler,  that  probably  no  attack 
would  be  made  on  Ticonderoga,  it  strengthened  the  appre- 
hension of  an  invasion  of  our  western  Ironlicrs.  In  such 
case,  the  defenceless  situation  of  those  frontiers  would  be 
lamented  bv  those  probably  who  judge  only  from  events — 
convinced  that  an  inexperienced  militia  cannot  be  relied 
on,  especially  when  their  fears  may  be  excited  on  account 
of  the  Indians.  Under  those  difficult  circumstances,  increas- 
ed by  General  Gates'  importunity  for  Dayton's  reaimcnt, 
though  all  the  Continental  troops  (two  companies  only  ex- 
cepted,) were  already  at  Ticonderoga,  and  on  the  com- 
munication we  could  easily  account  for  the  embarrassment 
of  General  Schuyler,  in  which  we  participated,  and  bv  a 
letter  of  the  31st  of  October,  we  communicated  ourrenec- 
iions  on  the  subjects,  and  advised  him  of  the  intelli2ence 
received  of  Peter  Ten  Broeck,  and  the  four  otlier  disalTec- 
ted,  who  have  lately  gone  over  to  the  enemy  from  Trvon 
county,  being  pursued  by  a  party  of  the  Oneidas,  until 
those  friendly  Indians  were  given  to  understand  by  the 
Onondagas  that  it  was  disagreeable  to  them,  and  that  tiie 
Oneidas  sliould  sutler  if  they  did  not  desist.    We  subrnit- 

I  ted  to  the  General  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  for  him 
to  send  a  spirited  message  to  the  Onondagas  by  Major 
Fonda,  or  such  other  manner  as  he  might  judge  best,  com- 

I  plaining  and  demanding  satisfaction  for  this  unprovoked 
intraciion  on  the  treaty,  and  insisting  peremptorily  to 
know  whether  they  are  to  be  considered  as  enemies  or 
triends,  that  they  might  be  treated  accordingly,  which 
would  at  least  show  a  vigilant  attention  to  their  conduct, 
and  contempt  of  their  enmity;  which,  if  it  should  not  con- 
vert, might  intimidate  and  keep  them  in  awe,  not  to  mention 
the  necessity  of  our  being  apprised  of  the  terms  we  stand 
upon  witii  a  neighbour,  who  in  proportion  to  the  measure 
of  our  deception,  would  be  able  to  injure  and  distress  us. 

"  We  also  communicated  the  intelligence  from  King's 
district,  and  the  reports  from  the  south  east  end  of  Rcns- 
selaerwick,  from  which  it  would  seem  that  the  disati'ected 
were  about  to  collect  and  to  march  to  the  northward,  under 

I  the  disguise  of  militia,  and  friends  to  Congress,  until  they 
could  be  met  by  the  Canadians  and  Indians,  who  would 
conduct  them  to  the  enemy,  or  until  they  could  reach  Fort 
George,  which  they  would  seize  and  hold  for  the  enemy, 
w  hich  accounts,  though  probably  greatly  exaggerated,  su;?- 
gest  the  necessity  of  our  being  on  our  guard.  The  Gene- 
ral was  at  the  same  time  apprised  that  previous  to  the 
receipt  of  his  letter  containing  a  request  that  your  commit- 
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hould  continue  in  Albany,  that  Robert  R.  Livingston 
on  his  return,  and  as  tiiat  part  of  the  commitiee 
l\  .irr.inging  tlie  army  which  were  to  llie  southward,  have 
\t  back'to  Fisiikiil,  we  considered  ourselves  under  the 
p,-ccssiiy  of  joining  them,  and  considering  the  nature  of 
cur  powers,  which  respected  chielly  the  mihlia,  which 
were  now  all  in  motion,  we  could  not  perceive  that  our 
jtay  in  Albany  would  be  serviceable. 

"  Your  committee  then  addressed  a  letter  to  Colonel 
Whiting,  informing  him  tiiat  they  liad  ordered  Col.  Robt. 
Van  Kensselaer  with  150  of  die  C'lavarack  militia,  to  march 
into  King's  district,  and  requesting  that  as  Col.  \an  Rens- 
selaer's detachment  would  be  much  wanted  for  an  impor- 
tant service  in  another  quarter,  that  he  might  be  detained 
no  longer  than  the  safely  of  the  district  and  the  condition 
of  liic°disatrecied  rendered  absolutely  necessary.  Those 
vi'^orous  measures  it  was  expected  would  convince  our  in- 
ternal enemies  both  of  our  vigilance  and  power,  and  inti- 
niidile  the  disafl'ected,  and  induce  them  to  disperse,  so  that 
a  L'uirJ  of  40  or  50  men  kept  in  constant  motion,  would  be 
jnllicient  to  protect  and  preserve  tranquilUty  in  that  district  ; 
and  being  assured  by  the  messenger,  Mr.  that  so 

many  could  be  armed  in  the  district,  it  was  recommended 
to  Colonel  Whiting  to  embody  them  accordingly,  it  not 
being  in  our  power  to  furnish  either  arms  or  accoutrements. 

"  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  was  at  the  same  time  request- 
ed to  march  liis  detachment  to  Albany,  as  speedily  as  the 
condition  of  the  disaffected,  against  whom  he  was  employ- 
ed, would  possibly  admit. 

"  By  tlic  return  of  the  express  on  the  1st  of  November, 
your  committee  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  ulto.  en- 
closing copies  of  certain  resolutions  adopted  for  providing 
provisions  for  the  northern  and  southern  armies,  toijether 
witli  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Tench  Tilghman  from  Head- 
Quarters. 

"  Your  committee,  approving  said  resolutions,  and  in  or- 
der to  give  them  efHcacy  in  the  northern  department, 

"Resolved,  That  an  agent  be  appointed  and  empowered 
'  to  purcliasc  wlieat  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  army, 
snd  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  manufactured  into  flour, 
and  transported  to  such  places  where  the  same  may  be  ma- 
nuf.irtured,  with  the  utmost  despatch. 

"  '  liesnlveil,  That  if  any  shall  so  far  disregard  tlie  safe- 
ty arid  prcscn-ation  of  this  country,  as  to  refuse  to  dispose 
of  thrir  wheat  or  other  commodities  necessary  for  tiie  army 
on  reasonable  terms,  (which  the  committee  have  no  cause 
to  apprehend,)  that  the  names  of  all  such  persons  be  forth- 
with rctunifd  to  the  Committee  of  Safely  or  Convention 
of  this  ^tate,  in  order  that  proper  measures  may  be  devised 
for  preventing  the  public  interest  from  being  sacrificed  by 
the  disalfeclion  or  rapacity  of  individuals. 

"  'Resolved,  That  such  agent,  if  necessary,  be  autho- 
rized to  impress  divers  wagons,  teams  or  carts,  or  other 
carriages,  for  the  purpose  of  executing,  with  the  utmost 
despatch,  the  resolutions  of  this  committee.' 

"  These  resolutions  your  committee  immediately  enclos- 
ed to  .Mr.  .\very,  deputy  commissary  for  the  northern  army, 
at  the  same  time  ex(iressing  their  readiness  to  assign  liim 
as  agent  fully  authorized  to  carry  the  same  into  etfect,  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  purchase  and  manufacture  of  wheat 
with  vigor  and  despatch  ;  adding,  that  if  he  could  suggest 
any  measure  more  etTectual,  or  stand  in  need  of  further  ad- 
vice or  support,  respecting  his  department,  we  would  cheer- 
fully assist  him.  It  being  our  determination  and  intention 
to  leave  nothing  undone  wliich,  at  this  arduous  conjuncture, 
might  contribute  to  the  important  purpose  of  supplying  the 
northern  army  with  provisions. 

"  On  the  2nd  of  November,  Capt.  Lush  furnished  your 
committee  with  a  copy  of  a  letter,  dated  at  Ticonderoga, 
on  the  20th  October,  1776,  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  Esqr'. 
Commissary-General,  to  the  committee  of  Bennington ; 
also  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  James  Y^anccy,  deputy  com- 
niissary,  to  the  said  committee,  of  the  same  date,  being  the 
letters  referred  to  in  the  information  communicated  by 
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Dirck  Swart,  on  the  28th  of  October;  which  copies  the 
committee  of  Albany  county  had  requested  Capt.  Lush  to 
procure.    Mr.  Trumbull  ol)scrves  : 

"  •  The  late  success  of  the  enemies  of  American  liberty 
on  this  lake,  render  it  probable,  I  misht  say  certain,  tliat 
this  post  will  very  soon  be  attacked  ;  m  that  case,  as  the 
enemy  may  perhaps  attempt  a  blockade  rather  than  an  mr- 
mediate  attack  on  our  lines,  a  large  supplv  of  provisions 
will  be  absolutely  necessary ;  you  are  thcre'fore  requested, 
gentlemen,  to  lend  all  the  assistance  in  your  power,  in  for- 
warding provisions  of  every  kind  from  Benniniiton  to  this 
place,  by  way  of  Skeensburg.  The  badness  ul  ilic  road 
may  render  it  necessary  to  send  flour  on  pack  hurs.-s  m 
bags  ;  if  no  other  method  is  practicable,  make  use  of  that ; 
regard  not  the  expense.  Mr.  Yancey,  deputy  conimissarv- 
general,  has  the  General's  orders  to  pay  every  necessary 
expense  and  charge  that  may  arise.' 

"  The  letter  of  Mr.  Yancey  was  in  these  words  : 

"  'This  is  to  inform  you,  that  in  consequence  of  a  num- 
ber of  disaffected  persons  (in  and  about  Albany")  to  tlic 
common  safety  of  this  Continent,  there  is  great  danger  of 
a  too  long  delay  of  tlie  contracted  provisions  for  this  army 
from  that  place,  and  in  particular  the  article  of  llour,  and 
that  we  have  not  more  than  will  answer  for  bread  for  ilie 
army  at  present  than  about  sixteen  days.  And  as  the  advances 
of  the  enemy  may  be  but  slow,  and  in  order  for  a  blockade, 
and  to  cut  olf  all  communications  to  this  place,  all  which 
makes  it  of  the  utmost  consequence  that  we  have  an  im- 
mediate supply,  and  as  I  am  appointed  and  empowered  to 
act  and  contract  for  every  necessary  provision  for  this  de- 
partment by  the  Commissary-General,  Joseph  Trumbull, 
Esqr.  I  thought  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  make  tin* 
pressing  application,  that  you  would  contract  and  immedi- 
ately iorward  to  Skeensborough  Landing,  all  the  tlour  tliat 
can  be  purchased,  for  the  army  in  the  northern  department; 
and  relying,  gentlemen,  on  your  public  patriotism  to  serve 
your  country,  I  make  not  the  least  doubt  that  you  will  com- 
ply with  this  request.  I  will  furnish  you,  from  time  to 
time,  with  the  Continental  currency,  as  fast  as  my  present 
hurry  of  business  will  permit ;  and  beg  you  will  forward 
me  your  answer  immetlialely,  how  much  you  will  be  able 
to  supply  me  with,  and  in  what  time,  so  that  I  may  be  able 
to  satisfy  the  Commander-in-Chief  at  this  place  with  this 
very  important  business.' 

"  On  reading  whereof,  it  was  agreed  to  send  for  Mr. 
Avery,  in  order  to  be  informed  whether  he  had  given  in- 
formation to  Head-Quarters  at  Ticonderoga,  that  would  jus- 
tify tlie  retlections  against  the  county  ot  Albany,  contained 
in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Yancey,  and  also  to  know  his  reasons 
for  not  answerincT  our  letter  of  yesterday.  Mr.  Avery  was 
accordingly  called  in,  and  said  he  would  have  waited  on  your 
committee  before,  but  being  much  engaged  was  prevented. 
That  he  expects  and  has  received  considerable  quantities 
of  provisions.  He  was  then  told  that  the  commilice  were 
ready  to  give  him  their  assistance,  and  that  no  exertion  in  the 
power  of  this  State  would  be  wanting  to  supply  tlie  army  ; 
and  that  if  he  could  point  out  any  thing  tiiat  would  be  ser- 
vicable,  it  should  be  taken  into  consideration.  He  answered 
tliat  he  would  c.ioose  that  an  agent  sliould  be  appointed 
agreeable  to  our  proposal,  to  purchase  wheat  for  the  ma- 
nufacturing 1000  barrels  of  flour;  that  lie  would  also  be  in 
want  of  coopers.  Whereupon  tlie  committee  showed  him 
the  resolutions  of  Convention  of  20th  October,  respecting 
the  exemption  of  coopers  from  military  duty,  and  that  your 
committee  had  already  acquainted  the  Committee  of  Al- 
bany with  said  resolves,  and  requested  them  to  recall  the 
coopers  already. 

"  He  also  said  that  he  wanted  about  1000  bushels  of 
peas  ;  that  he  does  not  know  that  he  has  met  with  any  ob- 
structions in  transporting  tlie  provisions.  That  the  com- 
mittee of  Albany  had  promised  him  all  the  assistance  ia 
their  power  ;  but  that  when  he  was  in  want  of  wagons 
when  the  militia  were  called  out,  he  could  not  get  ready 
assistance,  though  he  does  not  know  but  that  the  commit- 
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tee  did  all  in  their  power  to  assist  liim.  Tliat  lie  lias  made 
no  complaials  to  General  Gales,  but  that  he  has  wrote  to 
the  commissary  that  there  was  a  diHicultv  in  gc-uing  wa- 
gons because  the  militia  were  called  up  "that  wav.  Mr. 
Duane,  one  of  your  committee,  ihcrcupuu  read  to  him  Mr. 
Yancey's  letter  to  the  commitlee  ot  i)urhiiL,'lon,  as  also 
Mr.  Trumbull's  letter  to  the  said  comnuitee. 

"  Thereupon  he  was  asked  from  whom  this  uiformaliun 
could  be  derived.  He  said  he  had  never  liiven  the  cummis- 
sary  any  other  information  respecting  the  want  of  wagons 
or  the  obstruction  of  the  transportation,  than  what  he  be- 
fore related,  and  particularly  that  he  had  laid  no  blame  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Albany  ;  that  the  commit- 
tee of  Albany  had  always  behaved  genteelly  to  him,  and 
have  readily  offered  their  services  to  assist  him.  That  the 
interruption  of  transporting  provisions  occasioned  by  the 
calling  out  of  the  militia  continued  for  a  short  time  only. 

"  Whereupon  your  committee  declared  that  as  notluiig 
would  work  a  greater  prejudice  to  the  public  service  than 
sowing  the  seeds  of  jealousy  and  distrust  at  such  a  criti- 
cal juncture,  the  committee  should  think  it  their  duty  to 
make  the  strictest  inquiry  into  Yaunccy's  letter  and  infor- 
mation, and  the  motives  which  induced  him  to  write  it;  for 
that  as  on  the  one  hand  they  would  have  taken  care  that 
any  person  that  might  have  been  guiliy  of  obstructing  the 
transportation  should  be  punished  with  the  utmost  severity, 
so  it  was  equally  their  duty  if  the  charge  in  that  letter  was 
groundless  to  have  it  publicly  exposed  ;  that  the  ill  impres- 
sions which  it  had  occasioned  might  be  removed,  and  for 
this  purpose  they  must  request  Mr.  Avery,  if  he  could  do 
it  consistently,  to  furnish  tlie  commitlee  with  extracts  or 
copies  of  such  letters  as  he  has  lately  sent  to  Ticondcroga 
upon  the  subject  of  transporting  provisions  either  to  (ie- 
reral  Gates,  or  the  commissary  there.  He  answered  that 
he  would,  and  thereupon  withdrew. 

"  In  the  afternoon  of  the  saine  day  he  again  wailed  on 
your  committee  and  acquainted  them  '  that  lie  iiad  net 
kept  copies  of  the  letters  lohich  he  had  lately  scut  to  Ti- 
conderoga.' 

"  Your  committee  having  at  their  first  interview  with  Mr. 
Avery  inquired  what  quantity  of  provisions  the  deputy  com- 
missary-general had  delivered  over  to  him  when  he  entered 
upon  his  office,  answered,  a  '  sufficient  quantity  of  btet 
though  but  little  flour.'  Your  committee  thereupon  directed 
Waller  Livingston,  Esqr.  the  late  deputy  commissary  to 
lay  before  them  a  return  of  the  flour  delivered  over  Irv 
him  to  Mr.  Avery,  which  he  accordingly  did;  by  which  il 
appears  the  quantity  so  delivered  over  amounted  lo  14 
tierces  and  16  barrels  of  bread,  .54  Connecticut  barrels  and 
3,209  New-York  barrels  of  flour,  being  59  days'  rations 
for  11,000  men. 

"  At  the  interview  with  Mr.  Avery  on  the  2nd  of  No- 
vember, ihe  said  return  was  produced  lo  him  which  lie 
perused. 

"  General  Schuyler  having  arrived  in  Albany,  after  con- 
ferring with  him  respecting  the  situation  of  Tryon  county, 
it  was 

"Resolved,  That  General  Schuyler  he  requested  and  au- 
thorized lo  issue  his  orders  to  the  commanding  or  other 
officer  in  Tryon  county,  in  case  the  enemy  should  invade 
the  western  frontier  of  this  Stale,  lo  cause  all  the  cattle, 
sheep  and  swine  and  provisions  which  may  be  exposed  lo 
their  rangers,  lo  be  driven  in  and  secured,  and  if  that  shall 
not  be  practicable,  destroyed  ;  that  at  all  events  they  may 
not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enfmy  ;  and  for  this  purj>osc 
they  be  empowered  to  impress  horses  and  carnnizes. 

"  Your  committee  also  conferred  with  General  Schuyler 
respecting  the  state  of  supplies  for  the  northern  army,  and 
among  other  ihimxs,  inqm'rcd  of  him  whether  tlio  transpor- 
tation of  provisions  had  been  obstructed  by  the  calling  out 
of  the  militia,  or  from  any  other  cause. 

•'In  answer,  the  General  informccl  your  commUlcc  thai 
the  militia  being  attended  with  a  great  number  ol  ba^'gage 
wagons,  he  had  immediately  given  orders  for  deiainuig  and 
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employing  those  carriages  on  the  communication  ;  that  he 
had  further  ordered  all  the  militia  of  Hall- .Moon  district 
who  chose,  to  be  excused  Irom  military  duty,  <m  ct'iiditiou 
that  they  would  assist  with  their  teams  in  transponing  pro- 
visions, which  a  great  number  of  them  accoidiiiu'iv  did  ; 
that  in  consequence  of  these  measures,  the  iraiispiuiation, 
instead  of  being  obstructed  by  calling  out  the  miliiia,  had 
been  greatly  facilitated  ;  that  he  had  never  lieaal,  nor  did 
he  believe  that  the  transportation  had  met  witn  the  least 
obstruction  from  any  cause  whatever,  but  on  the  conirary, 
that  provisions  had  been  carried  forward  as  soon  as  they 
were  ready  to  be  delivered  by  the  commissary  ;  thai  liiiring 
the  present  struggle,  he  had  experienced  so  mucii  readi- 
ness in  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Albany  to  assist  in 
the  transportation,  that  he  had  in  no  instance  been  under 
the  necessity  of  impressing  a  single  carriage. 

"  On  the  3rd  of  November,  your  committee  adopted  the 
following  resolution,  vizi : 

"  ^Resolved,  That  Cornelius  Cuyler  and  Peter  Cantine, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  appoiiiied  agents  to  assist  Mr. 
Avery,  agreeable  to  liis  request,  in  purciiasing  wheat  and 
manufacturing  the  same  into  ilour,  lo  the  amotuil  of  about 
1,000  barrels,  and  also  purchase  1,000  busiiels  ot  peas; 
and  that  they  acquaint  Mr.  Avery  from  time  to  time  of  their 
proceedings,  and  take  his  directions  as  lo  the  dispusitions 
of  the  said  provisions,  and  lo  apply  lo  him  to  furnish  them 
with  money  for  that  purpose.'" 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  of  Safety  do  fully  ap- 
prove of,  and  justify  the  proceedings  of  the  said  commiUee. 

Resolved,  Tliat  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  said  com- 
mittee which  relates  to  Mr.  Yauncey's  and  Mr.  Trumbnll's 
letters,  together  witii  all  their  other  transactions  relative  to 
t!ie  purchase  of  or  transportation  of  provisions,  which  is 
contained  in  their  report,  be  committed  to  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  Mr,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Robert  Yates, 
and  Mr.  Duane. 

Wednesd.^y,  9  ho.  P.  M.  Novr.  6,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pac-ext — P.  V.in  Covllamlt,  Estir.  Pral. 
Col.  Iiraslier — yeii'-York. 

Atr.  l-itUe,  Col.  Allison,  Mr.  .Tos.  Smith — Oran'^e. 

Mr.  Ail^ate,  Col.  Van  Rensselaor,  Mr.  A.  Yates — J!li<ri'j. 

Mr.  Nusrkirlc — Tryon. 

Mr.  W.  Smilh—Sufolk. 

Col.  G.  Drake,  Juilgc  Graham,  Col.  \"an  C'ortlandt — Wfilchcster. 

Mr.  Conlini;— f7/s/cr. 

.Mr.  R.  R.  Living.'iton — Dutches. 

Capt.  Patrick  Dennis's  request  for  the  advance  of  five 
hundred  pounds  on  account  of  the  vessels  by  him  purchas- 
ed, and  the  moneys  he  has  advanced  for  the  purpose  of 
obstructing  the  navigation  of  the  East  river,  was  taken  into 
consideration :  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  pay  lo  Cap- 
lain  Patrick  Dennis  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  on 
account  of  the  moneys  that  have  become  due  him  in  pur- 
suance of  the  directions  for  obstructing  the  East  river  na- 
vigation. 

Comfort  Sands,  Esq.  Auditor-General  of  this  Stale,  by 
his  certificate  dated  yesterday,  has  certified  that  he  has 
examined  the  account  of  Peter  T.  Curlenius,  Esqr.  Com- 
missary to  the  Convention  of  this  Stale,  commencing  the 
ICih  day  of  June  last,  and  ending  the  twenty-fourth  day  ta 
October  last,  as  also  liis  several  vouchers  accompanying 
It,  all  which  he  finds  just  and  true;  and  that  the  sum  of 
nine  thousand,  two  hundred  and  iilnely-threc  pounds  fif- 
teen shillings  and  five  pence  is  the  balance  due  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  lliis  Slate  do  immedi- 
ately pay  to  the  said  Peter  T.  Curlenius,  on  h:s  receipt, 
ihe  said  sum  of  nine  thousand,  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  five  pence,  in  full  for  ihc 
balance  due  to  him  the  said  Peter  T.  Curlenius,  to  the 
said  twenty-fourUi  day  of  October  last  included. 
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THURSDAY  MORNING, 

November  7th,  1776. 
f  he  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
fttitST—Col.  Van  CortlanJt,  Vice-Presl. 
Col.  Brasher — Xtur-York. 
Mf.  Landon,  iMr.  R.  R.  Livingston— Du/cAes. 
Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  AJgate,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer— -S/iony. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller— Su/o/k. 
Mr.  Newkirk— rrjon. 
Six.  Contine— I'/j/e-r. 
Col.  Allison,  Mr.  hMc-Orange. 

Col.  Curtenius  attending,  informed  the  Committee  that 
he  guilds  indebted  in  large  sums  of  money  by  contracts 
made  for  the  purchasing  of  clothing  and  other  articles,  as 
Commissar)'  of  the  Convention  of  this  State,  and  pursu- 
ant to  ilieir  order  ;  that  many  of  the  accounts  he  has  not 
yet  received,  and  therefore  requested  a  sum  of  money  on 

account.  .  ,  .  , 

Oi  dcred,  Tliat  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Teicr  T.  Curtenius,  Esquire,  on  account,  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  six  pounds  four  shillings  and 
»eTcn  pence,  taking  a  proper  receipt  for  the  same.^ 

A  letter  from  Comfort  Sands,  Esquire,  Auditor-General, 
dated  yesterday,  enclosing  an  account  of  arms  and  accou- 
ircnienls  delivered  by  Mr.  Norwood,  the  commissary  to 
General  Scott's  brigade,  and  for  which  stoppages  were  to 
be  made  out  of  the  pay  of  the  men  who  received  them, 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  account  be  sent  to  Ge- 
neral Scott  without  delay. 

A  letter  from  Tench  Tilghman,  Esqr.  dated  the  5th 
inst.  to  the  committee  of  correspondence,  giving  intelli- 
gence of  the  army,  was  received  and  read. 

The  following  resolutions,  moved  by  Robert  R.  Living- 
ston, Esqr.  were  read  and  agreed  to,  vizt : 

As  great  abuses  are  daily  committed  in  the  granting  of 
|a»>cs  without  sufficient  examination,  to  persons  inimical 
I'j  the  Slate,  in  order  to  remedy  the  same  as  well  as  to 
jircvent  and  detect  counterfeit  passes. 

Ordered,  That  every  county  cominiltee  throughout  this 
St.itc  a]>i)oint  two  judicious  men  of  known  attachment  to 
tlf  iiilt  rest  in  each  precinct,  manor  or  district,  who  shall 
t;r.M.t  the  passes  hereinafter  mentioned,  to  such  persons 
o:ily  I'l  wliu>e  principles  they  shall  be  fully  satisfied. 

Ordrred,  That  four  thousand  passes  be  printed,  leaving 
a  blank  for  the  date,  name,  and  place  of  abode  of  the  per- 
son and  the  place  to  which  he  may  proceed.  That  they 
be  sitriiod  by  cither  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Convention 
of  lilts  State,  and  .tcni  to  the  several  counties  to  be  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  the  commissioners  above  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  when  any  person  shall  apply  for  a  pass, 
the  blank  in  the  same  shall  be  filled  up  with  his  name  in 
the  handwriting  of  the  jicrson  so  applying,  and  the  com- 
missioner granting  shall  endorse  the  same. 

Itesoh  ed,  That  from  and  after  the  twentieth  day  of  this 
montli,  no  person  be  pcrmitlcd  to  travel  out  of  the  dis- 
trict, manor  or  precinct  in  which  he  usually  resides,  un- 
less.he  comes  from  some  other  State  and  brings  a  pass 
from  the  same  ;  without  such  a  pass  as  above  described, 
or  such  as  may  be  granted  by  the  Convention  or  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  of  tliis  State,  but  shall  be  liable  to  be  ar- 
rested and  detained  by  any  member  ot  cither  county,  dis- 
trict, manor  or  precinct  committee  or  any  military  officer, 
till  discharged  by  order  either  of  ihe  committee  of  the  dis- 
trict, manor  or  precinct  in  w  hich  he  was  so  arrested,  or  by 
the  general  committee  of  the  county  in  which  he  is  detain- 
ed. 

Resolved,  That  each  commissioner  be  allowed  the  sum 
of  six  pence  for  every  pass  which  he  shall  grant,  to  be 
paid  by  the  person  applying  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  two  hundred  copies  of  these  resolutions 
be  printed  in  handbills,  and  a  number  of  them  transmitted 


to  each  county  committee  in  this  State,  who  are  hereby 
directed  to  transmit  copies  thereof  to  the  several  district, 
manor  and  precinct  committees  within  their  respective 
counties. 

A  letter  from  General  Scott,  dated  the  5th  instant,  and  di- 
rected to  the  Convention,  giving  an  account  of  the  state 
and  movements  of  the  army,  and  recommending  .Major  Fish 
for  a  commission  on  the  establishment,  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  arrangement. 

A  letter  from  Col.  Malcolm  to  Mr.  McKesson,  recom- 
mending several  of  his  officers  for  commissions  un  tlie 
establishment,  was  received  and  read.  Referred  to  the 
committee  of  arrangement. 

Thursday  Afternoon,  Novr.  7th,  ]77G. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 
Mr.  Dunne,  Mr.  Brasher — New-York. 
Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Col.  Drake— Westchester. 
BIr.  Adgate— -i/iiany. 
Col.  Allison,  Mr.  LiUle— Oranjc. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  MUler— Suffolk. 

Mr.  Contino— Ulster.  .         ■  '. 

Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon.  , 
Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — Dutches.  '' ' 

A  letter  from  Ebcnezer  Hazzavd,  enclosing  sundry  news- 
papers containing  plans  of  government,  was  received  and 
read. 

A  letter  from  Tench  Tilghman,  Esquire,  dated  yester- 
day, informing  the  Committee  of  the  enemy's  army  bcma' 
moved  towards  New- York. 

A  letter  from  Gerard  Bancker,  Esqr.  dated  this  dav,  re- 
questing that  some  person  may  be  appointed  to  take  ciiarire 
of  the  treasury  books  and  papers  until  the  Treasurer  shall 
appoint  some  person  in  his  stead,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Jlcssrs.  Duane, 
Robert  R.  Livingston  and  Col.  Drake. 

A  letter  from  Comfort  Sands,  Esqr.  Auditor-General, 
dated  this  day,  relative  to  his  having  power  to  take  •with 
htm  to  Philadelphia  all  the  accounts,  with  the  vouchers, 
and  a  discretionary  power  to  settle  the  Continental  accounts 
in  the  best  manner  he  can,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  committed  to  the  same 
committee  as  ■\Ir.  Bancker's  letter,  with  the  addition  of 
Mr.  Roosevelt. 


FRIDAY  MORNING, 

Novr.  8th,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  /  j-v 

I'eesent — Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  V.  Prcsf. 

Col.  Brasher,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Duane — Xew-York. 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Col.  Drake,  .Judge  Graham — ]Vestchesler. 

Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  R.  Yates,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer— ,://6a- 

717/. 

Mr.  Landon,  Capt.  Piatt,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston— i>ufc/ics. 

Mr.  Smith,  .Mr.  nil\cr— Suffolk. 

Mr.  Dacr— Charlotte.  ,  .  - 

Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon.  ;  ' 

Mr.  Contine,  Col.  Dcwitt— £//s<er.  ..  ,  • 

Col.  Allison,  Mr.  Jos.  SmiUi,  Mr.  Little— Ora»ge. 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  will  pay  waaes  and  the 
value  of  their  rations  remaining  due  to  such  of  the  otficers 
and  men  belonging  to  Col.  Smith's  regiment  as  are  now 
actually  within  such  parts  of  this  or  the  neighbouring 
States,  as  are  not  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy,  for  the 
time  they  have  respectively  been  in  service. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  be  served 
on  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sands,  and  that  he  be  directed  to 
procure  muster  rolls  to  be  returned  to  this  Committee  or 
Convention  of  this  State,  under  the  oath  of  the  otficers 
commanding  companies,  containing  the  names  of  those 
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men  only  who  are  now  within  such  parts  of  this  or  tlie 
neighboring  States  as  are  not  in  the  possession  ot  the  ene- 
my. 

Resolved,  That  the  President,  Vice-President  and  tlie 
chairman  of  each  respective  county  comrniuee  in  this 
State  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  empowered  to  administer 
such  oath. 

Mr.  Duer  informed  the  Committee  of  Safety  that  the 
committee  for  detecting  conspiracies  have  in  custody  a  per- 
son who  they  have  reason  to  believe  is  an  oiiiccr  ol  the 
Savage  ship  of  war,  and  who  has  buon  cni^aqcd  in  enlisting 
men  to  serve  in  the  army  of  Great  Britain  against  the 
American  States.  Mr.  Ducr  rccjuests  liie  sense  ol  the 
Committee  whether  the  said  prisoner  ought  not  to  be  sent 
to  Head-Quarters  to  be  tried  by  law  martial. 

Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  cuinnuttee,)  That  the 
committee  of  conspiracies,  &.c.  do  cause  the  said  prisoner 
to  be  conveyed,  under  a  proper  guard,  to  the  American 
camp  in  Westchester  county,  and  that  they  transmit  to  His 
Excellency  General  Washington  all  examinations  and  wit- 
nesses relative  to  the  said  person. 

Resolved,  That  Henry  I.  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appointed  commissioner  to  superintend  the  loan 
office  in  this  State,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  money  on 
loans  on  the  credit  of  and  for  the  use  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  pursuant  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Honourable 
the  Congress  of  the  said  State,  passed  the  third  day  of  Oc- 
tober last  past. 

Whereas  His  Excellency  General  Washington  hath 
directed  that  barracks,  for  the  accommodation  of  two  thou- 
sand men,  should  be  erected  at  or  near  this  place  :  And 
WHEREAS  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  Committee,  in 
the  report  of  the  (^uarter-^Iaster-General,  that  as  bo.Trds 
are  exceedingly  scarce  and  a  sufficient  number  cannot  pos- 
sibly be  procured  for  all  the  barracks  that  will  be  wanted 
for  the  winter  quarters  of  the  army,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
build  those  barracks  with  mud  walls  :  And  whereas  the 
season  proper  for  this  business  being  almost  expired,  it  is 
requisite  a  number  of  men  should  be  immediately  employ- 
ed in  order  that  the  barracks  may  be  finished  with  expedi- 
tion :  And  whereas  application  hath  this  day  been  made 
by  William  Duer,  Esqr.  superintendent  for  building  the 
said  barracks,  to  this  Committee,  for  one  hundred  men  of 
the  militia  of  this  county,  to  labour  in  constructing  the  said 

barracks:  ,     ,    ,         r  , 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  one  hundred  men  ot  the  mili- 
tia of  this  Slate,  be  immediately  ordered  out  for  the  above 

purpose.  •        rr'i  1 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  1  hat  the 
men  to  be  employed  in  this  service,  as  they  will  bo  con- 
stantly on  fatigue',  ought  to  be  allowed  diree-cighths  of  a 
dollar  per  day,  and  Continental  rations. 

Whereas,  the  militia  of  the  district  of  the  manor  of  Li- 
vingston, Coxacky,  Cattskill,  Luningburg  and  Groetcm- 
berg,  in  the  county  of  Albany,  either  through  want  of  zeal 
in  or  disaffection  to  the  cause  of  American  trcedom,  have 
rot,  on  a  late  occasion,  turned  out  with  arms,  or  in  other 
respects  borne  an  equal  part  in  the  defence  ot  their  country 
with  the  other  inhabitants  of  this  State  ;  and  it  being  highly 
just  and  equitable  in  the  present  critical  situation  ol  the 
State,  when  nothing  less  than  the  personal  service  of  the 
subject  will  suffice,  that  such  as  through  cnmitv  or  cow- 
ardice will  not  step  forth  as  soldiers,  should  contribute  an 
equivalent  in  labour :  ,  i 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  commanding  ol  iccrs  of 
the  militia  of  the  said  district,  iniinediately  dciach  out  ot 
the  same,  one  hundred  men.  to  wit,  filiv  trom  the  manor 
of  Livingston,  and  fifty  from  the  district  ot  Coxackie,  Calls- 
kill,  Luninberg  and  Groeteinboght  ;  and  sucu  persons  as 
shall,  in  general  repute,  be  of  ihe  character  .above  dc.cr.ocd ; 
and  that  they  proceed  without  delay  to  this  place  to  work 
and  labour  in  erecting  the  said  b.iracks  ;  each  man  to  pro- 
vide himself  with  either  a  uood  felling  axe,  a  spade,  an  iron 
shovel,  or  a  corn  hoe.    The  detaclinient      the  manor  of 


Livingston  to  be  commanded  by  a  captain,  and  the  de- 
tachments from  the  other  districts  by  two  subalterns  of 
known  attachment  to  the  cause  of  America.  These  ciH- 
cers  to  be  appointed  by  the  commanding  othccrs  of  the  mi- 
litia above  mentioned  districts  ;  to  be  contmui^d  in  service 
for  one  month,  unless  sooner  discharged  ;  and  the  ollicers 
to  be  allowed  Continental  pay  and  rations. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  person  or  parcels  to  be  detached 
as  aforesaid,  should  refuse  to  march,  that  tlic  coiiiinniiaing 
otficer  of  the  militia,  in  such  case,  be  authorized  to  call 
upon  Captain  Peter  Gaasbeck,  for  the  assistance  of  his 
company,  in  order  to  compel  them. 

Resolved,  That  three  days'  wages  shall  be  allowed  to 
each  man  for  coming,  and  as  many  for  going  or  returning 
home,  together  with  one  penny  per  mile  for  his  mainte- 
nance upon  the  road. 

Resolved,  That  any  person  detached  as  above,  inav  send 
any  slave  or  able  bodied  man  accustomed  to  labour,  in  his 
stead. 


SATURDAY  MORNING, 

Novr.  9th,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pbese.vt — Col.  Van  CortlanJt,  Vice-Prest. 
Mr.  Duanc — Neio-York. 
Mr.  Landon — Dutches. 
3Ir.  Newkirk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  R.  Yates,  Mr.  Ciiyler,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer— .^^Jany. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller— St/ JoZt. 

Col.  Van  Corllandt,  Judge  Graham — Westchester. 

Col.  De  Wilt,  Mr.  Conline— £//6(ec. 

Mr.  Little,  Col.  Allison— Oranje. 

Colonel  Dewitt,  a  member  of  the  committee  for  inquir- 
ing into  conspiracies,  &.C.  informed  the  Committee  of 
Safety  that  a  number  of  disaffected  persons,  now  in  con- 
finement in  this  place,  and  who  have  been  apprehended 
by  order  of  the  said  committee,  arc  to  be  sent  to  the  neiaii- 
bouring  States  lobe  there  confined;  and  that  the  said  coin- 
initlee  stand  in  need  of  at  least  five  hundred  pounds  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  transporting  and  guarding  the  said  pri- 
soners to  the  places  destined  for  their  residence  and  con- 
finement :  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
the  committee  appointed  by  the  Convention  of  this  State, 
for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into,  detecting  and  defeating  all 
conspiracies  formed  in  the  State  against  the  liberties  of 
America,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  for  the  purpose 
of  defraying  the  expenses  of  conveying  and  guarding  a 
number  of  disaffected  persons,  now  under  confinement  in 
this  place,  to  such  parts  of  the  neighbouring  States  as  siiall 
be  determined  on  by  the  said  committee. 
On  motion  of  Air.  Joshua  Smith, 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  a  letter  to  Thomas 
Cutwater,  Esqr.  a  member  for  Orange  county,  requesting 
his  attendance  immediately,  or  show  cause,  on  pain  of  con- 
tempt. 

A  letter  from  Robert  Boyd,  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  Ulster  district,  directed  to  the  members  of  Ulster,  in 
Convention,  relative  to  the  members  of  committee  being 
exempted  from  military  duty,  [was  received  and  read.] 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  till  a  fuller  house. 

Saturday  Afternoon,  Novr.  9th,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prese.s-t— Col.  Van  Corllandt,  Vice-Prest. 

Mr.  Duanc.  Col.  Brasher — New-York. 

Col.  Van  Corllandt,  Judge  Graham — Westchester. 

Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  R.  Yates,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer — Jllbany. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller— Sk/uZ/c, 

Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 


.Ui  iS..iMl  ,u 
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CoL  AUiSon,  Mr.  LiUle— Oraiijt. 
>I/.  R.  Livingston— /Jiirc/u's. 

\n  acxount  of  Benjamin  Biidsall,  Tlios.  Brush  and  Carll 
Kticliuni,  amounting  to  jL'10  \s.  6(1.  lor  llicir  trouble  and 
expenses  in  guarding  and  conveying  two  jirisoners,  (who 
were  brought  from  Long  island,)  and  who  were  very  ac- 
tive and  engaged  in  tlie  enemy's  service,  from  Norwich,  in 
Conneclicut,  to  FishkiU,  in  Dutches  county,  was  read. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  pay  to  the 
Mid  Benjamin  Birdsall,  Thomas  Bush  and  Carll  Kitchuni, 
or  eitiier  of  tliem,  the  above  sum  of  ten  pounds  one  slul- 
ling  and  six  pence,  and  take  his  or  their  receipt  for  the 
same. 

Stephen  Ward,  Esqr.  attending,  informed  the  Commit- 
tee that  he  finds  it  very  unprolitable,  if  not  impracticable, 
for  him  to  procure  tlie  hides  of  the  cattle  by  him  di'ovc 
down  to  tlie  American  army  in  Westcliester  county,  pur- 
suant to  the  resolutions  of  tlie  Convention  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ward  be  authorized  to  purchase,  on 
t!ic  most  reasonable  terms,  on  account  of  this  State,  all  the 
Indos  he  can,  and  cause  them  to  be  conveyed  to  this  place 
ly  water  from  Peekskill. 

'  Wheueas  the  committee  appointed  by  tlie  Convention 
(if  tins  State  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into,  detecting 
and  defeating  conspiracies  which  may  be  formed  in  this 
Slate  against  the  liberties  of  America,  have  represented  to 
this  Committee  tiiat  they  find  it  expedient  to  employ  Eg- 
bert Benson,  Esqr.  to  repair  to  the  General  Court  of  the 
State  of  New-Hampshire,  to  solicit  their  reception  of  a 
number  of  prisoners,  whom  the  said  committee  have  di- 
rected to  be  removed  from  this  State  :  And  wiiertas  cer- 
tain circumstances  may  arise  in  the  execution  of  the  trusts 
reposed  in  him,  the  said  Egbert  Benson,  by  the  said  com- 
mittee, which  may  occasion  a  greater  expense  than  is  at 
present  apprehended  : 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Court  of  the  State  of  New- 
llainpsiiirc  be  and  they  hereby  are  requested  to  advance 
10  the  said  Egbert  Benson  any  sum  of  money  he  may  apply 
to  iheni  for,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars;  and  this 
Committee  do  pledge  to  them  the  faith  of  this  State  for  the 
repayment  of  the  money  they  may  so  advance  to  him. 

(h-dcrrd,  That  a  letter  be  sent  to  Col.  Gilbert  Drake, 
requesting  him  and  the  other  members  of  the  county  of 
NN'cstrhcsier,  to  attend  without  delay  ;  and  that  another 
letter  be  sent  to  Major  Landon,  on  the  same  subject. 

A  letter  from  Tench  Tilghman,  Esquire,  dated  yester- 
day, informing  that  tlie  enemy  are  at  Dobbs'  Ferry,  with  a 
great  number  of  boats,  perhaps  to  go  into  Jersey  or  pro- 
ceed up  tlic  river,  wa.s  received  and  read.  Thereupon, 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  General  Schuyler,  was  read  and 
approved  of,  relative  to  sending  down  boats  from  Albany 
to  transport  our  troops  across  the  Hudson  river,  if  neces- 
sary, and  is  in  the  words  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

"  Fishkill,  NovT.  dth,  1776. 

"  Sir — Tlie  Committee  of  Safety  having  been  informed 
that  the  enemy  have  brought  all  liicir  boats  to  Dobbs'  Ferry, 
where  the  principal  part  of  their  army  now  arc,  apprehend 
that  they  may  possibly  intend  to  transport  themselves  over 
to  the  Jersevs,  and  march  up  from  thence,  in  which  case 
a  number  of'  boats  will  be  wanted  for  our  army.  As  no 
time  should  be  lost,  we  take  tlie  liberty  of  suggesting  to 
you  the  propriety  of  ordcrim,'  sucii  as  can  be  spared  Irom 
Albany  to  be  sent  down  to  this  place.  Wc  shall  write  to 
General  Washington  upon  the  subject,  and  doubt  not  but 
he  will  approve  of  the  measure,  if  you  are  at  a  loss  for 
oars,  there  are  a  number  belonging  totlic  secret  committee 
of  this  Convention,  which  may  be  had  by  applying  to  Mr. 
Ph.  Van  Rensselaer,  who  will  take  an  account  of  them. 

"  I  am,  sir,  yours,  &c. 

"By  order. 

M«jor-General  Schuyler,  Albany." 


DIE  LVNJE,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

Novr.  Uih,  177G. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— p.  Van  Cortlanilt,  I'icc-Pnat. 

Col.  Brasher,  Mr,  Duanc— xVeui-l'oWc. 

Mr.  Miller,  .Mr.  iimilh—Sul/olk. 

Mr.  .A.dsate,  Mr.  Cuyler— ,://6u;iy. 

Jlr.  Little,  Col.  Allison— Orange. 

-Mr.  Continu — Ulsttr. 

Jlr.  Newkirk— Tri/o/i. 

11.  U.  Livingston,  Esqr. — Duiches. 

Cul.  Graham,  Col.  Van  Corllandt— Il'cs/c/ics/cr. 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  requesting  ih.u  .-,(i  „ 
stoves  with  pipes,  be  procured  at  tlic  furnace'in  the  lli'.h- 
lands,  and  forwarded  to  him  at  Albany,  was  read.  ' 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  General' Schuyler's  Icti-r  f-,r 
procuring  fifty  stoves,  be  sent  by  iMr.  Dyckman  to  S.imuel 
Patrick  at  the  Fords  of  Dcane  furnace,  "and  that  he  be  re- 
quested immediately  to  proceed  to  furnish  llic  said  stoves 
with  all  possible  despatch. 

General  Schuyler's  letter  of  the  Sth  inst.  advising  Ge- 
neral Carlton  witli  his  whole  army  has  retreated  to  Caliada; 
that  tlie  last  of  his  troops  left  Crown  Point  at  10  o'clock 
on  Monday  morning,  and  that  Sir  John  Johnson  had  ac- 
companied him,  was  read. 

A  letter  from  Mat.  Visscher,  dated  the  8tli  inst.  :o 
Abm.  Yates,  Junr.  giving  the  current  intelligence,  and  in- 
forming diat  the  committee  of  Albany  have  appointed 
Messrs.  Gansevort,  Lush,  Doctor  Young,  and  the  said  3[at. 
A'lsschcr,  a  committee  of  correspondence  wiih  the  Co;n- 
miltee  of  Safely  or  Convention,  l-tcfcrred  to  the  coinmii- 
tee  tor  Albany  correspondence. 

A  letter  irom  Leonard  Gansevort  of  Sth  Novr.  acknow- 
ledging, on  behalf  of  the  Albany  committee,  the  receipt  of 
the  resolutions  of  this  House,  forwardeil  to  them  by  ex- 
press, was  read. 

A  letter  from  Henry  Wisner,  dated  at  New-Windsor  on 
tlic  9th  inst.  relative  to  barracks  at  Windsor  for  troops, 
was  read. 

A  letter  from  Robert  Boyd,  chairman  of  the  committee 
for  Ulster  county,  dated  the  10th  inst.  was  read.  He 
therein  informs  that  he  has  sent  by  Col.  .McClaiiirhry  two 
felons  by  their  information,  one  named  Henry  VVmek,  and 
the  other  James  Briggs,  appreiiended  at  New-Windsor, 
for  passing  false  money ;  that  it  appears  that  a  three 
dollar  bill  of  the  emission  of  ihi.s  Stale,  dated  (lie  2nd  Sepr. 
1775,  is  altered  into  a  thirty  dollar  bill,  and  as  such  they 
liavc  passed  it. 

Ordered,  'I'hat  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Ulster 
county,  take  the  examinations  of  the  said  Henry  Wincic 
and  James  Briggs,  and  by  mittimus  send  them  under  a  pro- 
per guard  of  the  Ulster  county  rangers  to  the  jail  of  Ulster 
county,  at  Kingston,  and  ordered  to  be  safely  committed  ; 
which  mittimus  the  keeper  of  the  jail  of  l.'Istcr  county  is 
hereby  directed  to  olacy. 

A  letter  from  John  Thomas,  dated  the  8th  inst.  was 
read.  He  therein  sets  forth  that  he  has  purchased  a  quan- 
tity of  tea,  which  is  now  at  f<in?sloii,  in  Ulster  county; 
that  one  box  of  it  has  been  opened,  and  that  the  remainder 
of  it,  amounting  to  about  two  thousand  weight,  is  in  the 
custody  of  the  committee  there,  which  tliey  refuse  to  de- 
liver to  him,  without  an  order  from  the  Representatives  of 
this  State. 

Ordered,  That  llie  committee  of  Kingston  in  Ulster 
county,  permit  the  said  John  Thomas  to  lake  his  .said  tea. 

A  letter  from  Comfort  Sands,  Esi|r.  Audiior-G'cneral, 
dated  the  Sth  of  November,  was  received  and  read,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Fishkill,  Korr.  Hlh,  177(5. 

"  Sir — I  find  charged  in  the  public  accounts  three  dif- 
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ferent  sums  advanced  for  manufacturinfr  of  arms,  vizt: 
About  a  twelvemonih  ago,  to  Jlr.  Robert  JJuyd,  wlio  is  now 
here,  one  hundred  pounds.  Upon  inquiry  of  him  I  find  he 
has  returned  only  six  gun  barrels.  To  iMr.  W.ukey  fifty 
pounds.  I  find  he  has  returned  none  ;  am  told  he  is  poor, 
and  now  removed  to  New-Brunswick,  in  Jersey.  To  Mr. 
Atherton  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  He  returned 
none  that  I  can  learn.  I  submit  to  the  Convcniion  wiiciher 
some  steps  ought  not  to  be  taken  to  get  the  arms,  (as  they 
are  now  much  wanted,)  or  the  money  repaid. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  very  luimble  servt. 

"  COMFORT  SANDS. 

"  To  P-  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr." 

A  letter  from  Comfort  Sands,  Esqr.  dated  the  Sth  inst. 
enclosing  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  was  also  read,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

"  Fuhkill,  Korr.  Sth,  1776. 

"Sir — Here  enclosed  I  send  you  the  Treasurer's  account 
current  No.  1,  from  the  17th  June,  1775,  to  the  30ih  of 
April  last,  as  audited  by  the  committee  of  pay  table  ;  also 
his  account  current  No.  2,  from  the  1st  of  May  last  to  this 
day.    Balance  in  his  hands  £'4,523  5*.  2id. 

"  These  papers  I  think  necessary  to  send  in,  that  tliey 
may  be  filed  with  the  records  of  the  Convention,  if  it  sliall 
be  thought  necessary. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  hble.  servt. 

"  COMFORT  SANDS. 

"  P.  Van  Cortlanet,  Esqr." 

The  two  accounts  therein  mentioned  were  also  read,  and 
are  as  follows,  that  is  to  say  : 

The  Convention  of  the  State  of  yew-York,  in  .Account  Current  unih 
P.  V.  B.  Livingston,  Trear. 
1776.  DR. 
Ifovr.  9th.    To  amount  of  an  account  of  the  several  pay- 
meats  Uiat  have  been  made  by  ine  from 
the  first  day  of  May  last,  to  this  day, 
which  account  signed  by  the  Auditor-Ge- 
neral, Comfort  Sands,  ami  by  my  deputy, 
is  this  day  produced  to  the  ?aid  Auditor- 
General,  together  with  all  the  accounts 
and  receipts  referred  to  in  said  account, 

amounting  to,   £130,352  4  OJ 

To  balance  due  to  the  Convention,   4,523  5  2^ 

£134,875  9  3j 


1776.  CR. 

May      1.   By  balance  of  old  account  

June  6.  By  cash  received  of  Moses  Ogden  he  re- 
turns,   

By  ditto  of  John  Berrian,  for  powder,  

By  ditto  of  Comfort  Sands,  for  do  

June  17.  By  ditto  of  Daniel  Dunscomb.  He  repays  so 
much  I  formerly  paid  Simon  Van  Ant- 
werp, for  salt,  

"      26.    By  ditto  of  Richard  Norwood,  for  powder,, . 

"      27.    By  ditto  of  Gillian  Varick.  for  ditto  

July     15.    By  ditto  of  Nalhaniel  Sackel,  the  balance  of 

an  account  for  transportins  lead  

"      21.    By  ditto  of  Isaac  Roosevelt  in  dulerent  pay- 
ments,money  he  had  printed,  and  signed  by 

order  of  Convention,   

By  ditto  of  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  per  Mr.  Duer, 

he  lends,  

By  ditto  of  General  Washington,  per  Mr. 
Duer,  in  part  of  tlie  £20,000  he  advances  to 

this  State  

Augt.  10.    By  ditto  of  Col.  Trumbull,  for  flour,  &c. 

sold  him  

By  ditto  of  General  "Washington  for  John 
Broome,  the  rrmainder  of  the  £2U,U00 

which  he  advances,  

"  20.  By  ditto  of  Cnpt.  Henry  Benson,  he  returns, 
Sept.    16.    By  ditto  of  Ezra  L  linmmedieu,  loan  otlicc 

money,  from  Suffolk  county,..  

Oct.  9.  By  ditto  of  Dirck  Sw.irt,  by  Ab.  Yalcs, 
Junr.  the  balance  of  Ins  account  for  tran- 
sporting stores  from  Ticonderoaa,  No.  l"^*!, 
By  ditto  of  Ab.  Livingston,  for  100  bushc-ls 
of  peas  sold  and  delivered  him  in  the  High- 
lands, at  6s.  Ci  

By  ditto  of  ditto,  balance  of  his  commissary 

account,  No,  952,  ■■■■  ■ 

"      12.    By  ditto  of  Continental  Congress,  per  New- 
York  Delegates,    

Carried  forward,   ■£ 
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£1,957    S  85 

100  00  0 
23  15  ti 
12  10  0 


26  12  6 

30  00  0 
26  00  0 

2  00  0 


55,300  00  0 
2,1*2  19  0 

S.OOO  00  0 
2,3S4  16  0 

12,000  00  0 
500  00  0 

■lis  00  0 

190  00  7 

32  10  0 
1,110  IS  9 
40,000  00  0 


Brought  forward,  £ 

Oct.     23.    By  ditto  of  ditto,  per  Win.  Floyd,  to  pur- 
chase clothing,   4  000  00  0 

By  ditto  of  Henry  Wisner,  balance  of  his 
account.  No.  S3,j,  forwarding  lead,  Iscc,  to 

Orange  and  Ulsler  counlies,   20  00  6 

Novr.    9.   By  ditto  from  Messrs.  Livingston  ami  Pal- 
mer,a  balance  of  their  account  for  building 

Fort  Montgomery,   7  17  4^ 

By  ditto  of  Col.  Trumbull,  on  account,  for 

pork  sold  him,   5,040  00  0 

By  ditto  of  Commissary  Paulding,  on  ac- 
count, for  moneys  expended  by  Messrs. 
Van  Cortlandt  and  Plait   ]  20o  00  0 


£I34,S7o    y  3i 

Errors  excepted.   Fishkill,  Novr.  9th,  1776, 

For  P.  V.  B.  LIVINGSTON,  Treasurer. 
Gekard  Ba.ncker. 
Examined  and  allowed  the  above  mentioned  sura  of  four  thousand 
five  hundred  and  twenty-three  pounds  five  shillinss  and  two  pence  half- 
penny, to  be  the  true  balance  due  to  the  Convention  of  the  Stale  of 
New- York,  Novr.  9,  1776. 

COMFORT  SANDS, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  do  not  pay  out  any  part  of 
the  money  appropriated  to  purchase  clothing,  for  anv  other 
purpose  but  that  for  which  it  was  designed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  form  an  arrangement  of  the 
Continental  regiments  to  be  raised  in  this  State,  having 
obtained  leave  in  order  to  proceed  on  this  imporiant  busi- 
ness, acquainted  the  Committee  of  Safety  that  they  can 
only  form  a  quorum  of  their  committee  at  present ;  that  but 
one  of  the  gentlemen  who  went  to  King's  Bridge,  and  is 
now  present,  in  many  instances  received  information  with 
Colo.  De  Witt  who  is  absent,  and  therefore  they  request 
the  directions  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  the  premises. 
Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  messenger  be  despatched  to  Colo.  D. 
Witt  to  request  his  immediate  attendance  at  Fishkill  to 
assist  the  committee  of  arrangement,  that  the  necessary 
business  of  arranging  the  army,  may  not  be  delayed. 


TUESDAY  MORNING, 

Novr.  12th,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  met. 

Prese.nt — P.  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-Prcst. 

Mr.  Duane,  Col.  Brasher — New-York. 

P.  Van  Corllttndt,  Judge  Graham — Westchester. 

Mr.  A,  Yates,  Mr,  Adgate,  Mr.  Cuyler — ILbany. 

Mr.  Little,  Col.  Allison — Orange. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  L'hommedieu,  Mr.  Miller — Suffolk. 

Mr.  Contine — Ulster. 

Mr.  Newkirk— Tryon. 

R.  R.  Livingston — Dutches. 

A  letter  from  Jacob  Hornbeeck,  chairman  of  the  com- 
millce  of  Rochester,  dated  the  9lh  inst.  was  read.  He 
therein  sets  forth  the  distresses  of  the  inhabitants  for  want 
of  salt  to  preserve  their  meat,  and  requests  a  supply  of 
salt  if  tlie  Convention  has  it ;  and  if  not,  that  they  may 
have  information  where  it  may  be  purchased  at  any  price, 
that  they  may  go  and  procure  it. 

A  letter  to  the  committee  of  Rochester  was  read  and 
approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  thai  is  to  sav  : 

"Fishkill,  Novr.  I2th,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen — In  answer  to  your  letter  we  must  inform 
you  that  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  supply  you  with  salt,  nor 
can  we  direct  you  where  you  can  get  any  in  this  State. 
An  advertisement  has  lately  been  published  in  the  New- 
Haven  papers  to  preserve  beef  with  a  small  quantity  of  salt, 
which  may  be  of  great  use  to  you  and  others  :  four  pounds 
of  salt,  four  ounces  of  salt  pctre,  and  two  pounds  of  sugar, 
added  to  four  gallons  of  water,  will  be  suiFicient  for  a  bar- 
rel of  beef,  if  the  quantity  of  liquor  will  cover  the  beef,  if 
not,  add  more  of  the  same  till  the  beef  is  covered.    It  is 
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I  kf !v  a  larger  quantity  of  the  same  materials  may  be  ne- 
o<i^iy  '°  ^^^^  pork.    It  is  expected  tliat  considerable 
'uiiii'''^*  of  salt  will  arrive  at  the  eastward  before  Christ- 
so  that  people  may  liave  a  supply. 
'  "We  are,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  obt.  servants." 
Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  signed  by 
the  President,  and  transmitted  immediately. 

Resolved,  That  notice  be  forthwith  given  to  the  county 
committees  of  each  respective  county  (not  in  the  possession 
of  llie  enemy,)  that  the  Convention  are  now  proceeding  on 
the  business  of  forming  a  system  of  government,  and  tliat 
it  is  necessary  that  the  members  give  their  attendance  with- 
out delay. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  preceding  resolution  be 
entered  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Convention,  and  sent  to 
llie  chairman  of  each  county. 

Resolved,  That  the  like  notice  be  given  by  the  sending 
to  the  members  of  New- York,  Suffolk,  Queens,  and  Kings 
counties  who  are  not  in  the  power  of  the  enemy. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  the 
general  superintendence  of  the  poor ;  to  receive  and  ex- 
amine applications  ;  to  give  directions  to  such  persons  as 
tJiey  shall  think  proper  for  setting  them  at  work ;  to  issue 
orders  to  the  several  county  committees  for  providing  them 
with  provisions;  for  putting  out  the  children  of  such  poor; 
and  for  examining  and  auditing  all  accounts  of  charges  ac- 
crued by  these  means. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  have  power  to  re- 
move all  the  poor  belonging  to  this  State  from  any  neigh- 
bouring State  into  this;  it  being  the  design  of  this  State  to 
maintain  their  poor  within  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  committee  be  requested  to 
write  to  Govr.  Trumbull  to  send  all  the  poor  belonging  to 
this  State,  and  which  are  now  at  the  charge  of  Connecti- 
cut, into  Dutchess  county  in  the  State  of  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  this  State  will  pay  or  reimburse  the  ex- 
pense incurred  by  such  removal. 

Resolved,  That  j\Ir.  L'hommedieu,  Col.  Allison,  Mr. 
Adi;ate  be  a  committee  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  the  superintendence  of  the  poor,  com- 
mitted to  Messrs.  L'hommedieu,  Col.  Allison  and  Mr. 
Adiiatc,  as  a  committee,  by  resolutions  of  this  Committee, 
»iiall  only  extend  to  the  poor  removed  from  those  counties 
now  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  such  poor  the  heads 
of  whose  families  have  been  by  order  removed  from  this 
Slate,  as  inimical  to  the  cause  of  America. 

A  Icltcr  from  John  R.  Livingston,  with  an  invoice  of 
eoods,  ifcc.  was  received  and  referred  to  Colonel  Brasher, 
Kobcrl  Vales  and  Mr.  L'hommedieu. 

The  leiicr  and  accounts  of  Samuel  Brown,  of  Guilford 
in  Connecticut,  for  removing  stock  from  Long  island,  were 
read  and  ordered  to  remain  till  a  Convention  meets. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  all  muster  rolls  hereafter  to  be  deliver- 
ed or  brouslit  into  the  Convention  of  this  State,  shall,  be- 
fore the  allowance  tiicreof,  be  attested  by  the  captain  or 
other  officer  commanding  each  respective  company,  in  the 
manner  following,  vizi  : 

"  I,  A.  B.  captain  of  a  company  of  foot  raised  in  the 
county  of  do  solemnly  declare,  that  the  within  is 

a  just  and  true  muster  roll  of  my  company  for  the  month 
of  containing  the  names  of  the  officers  and  pri- 

vates of  the  said  company  and  the  times  of  their  respec- 
tive enlistment  and  service." 

Resolved,  That  every  such  muster  roll  be  so  attested 
before  the  President  or  Vice-President  of  the  Convention 
of  this  State,  or  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the 
county  in  which  such  company  was  raised,  who  are  here- 
by respectively  empowered  to  administer  such  oath. 

Ordered,  That  a  cony  of  the  two  last  resolutions  be  de- 
livered to  the  Auditor-General. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  no.  a.  m. 

Novr.  Uth,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Virc-Prcallcnt. 
Mr.  Duane,  Col.  Brasher — New-York. 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Judge  Graham,  Col.  Xirnke  —  Weslrhester 

Mr.  Ailgate,  Mr.  Cuylcc—Jlbany. 

Mr.  Little,  Col.  Allison — Orange. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Jliller,  Mr.  L'hommedieu — Suffolk. 

Mr.  Newkirk — Trijon. 

Mr.  Contine,  Major  Parks— t/7s<er. 

R.  R.  Livingston,  Major  Schenk — Dutches. 

Ordered,  That  a  messenger  be  sent  to  Major  Schciik, 
Mr.  Sackett  and  Mr.  Piatt,  and  to  such  member.'^  i.f  i!ic 
city  of  New-York  as  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fl^llklll, 
to  desire  their  punctual  attendance  at  10  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning,  in  order  to  form  a  Convention. 

Samuel  Dyckman  reported  that  he  delivered  the  letter 
directed  to  i\Ir.  Samuel  Patrick  yesterday  ;  that  he  en- 
gaged to  deliver  50  stoves  in  three  weeks  ;  that  if  the 
Convention  will  send  sheet  iron,  he  will  furnish  the  doors 
in  the  same  time. 

The  dimensions  of  the  stoves  are — the  bottom  2  feet  6 
inches  long,  14  inches  wide,  1  foot  8  inches  high  ;  the 
door  14  inches  high  and  7  inches  wide. 

Mr.  Dyckman  farther  reports  that  Mr.  Patrick  informed 
him  that  Samuel  Boyd,  a  soldier  at  Fort  Montgomery,  un- 
derstood the  method  of  making  pipes  for  the  stoves. 

Thereupon  the  following  resolutions  were  read  and  ap- 
proved of : 

Whereas  General  Schuyler,  by  letter  dated  the  Sth 
inst.  requests  the  Committee  or  (convention  of  this  State 
that  as  Air.  Livingston's  furnace  is  not  in  blast,  and  that  at 
Salisbury  employed  in  casting  cannon,  he  is  disappointed 
in  getting  stoves  for  the  barracks  for  the  northern  armv  ; 
and  therefore  desires  this  Convention  to  get  fifty  cast,  of 
the  largest  sort  in  common  use,  at  the  furnace  at  the  fo- 
rest of  Dean,  near  Fort  Montgomery.  And  Samuel  Pat- 
rick, iron  master  at  the  said  works,  having  engaged  to  de- 
liver the  said  stoves  in  three  weeks  if  he  can  be  furnished 
with  sheet  iron  for  the  doors  ;  and  this  Convention  being 
informed  that  a  larije  quantity  of  sheet  iron  has  been  con- 
tracted for  by  His  Excellency  General  Washington  for  the 
use  of  the  army  : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Samuel  Patrick  be 
directed  to  cast  and  complete  the  said  stoves  with  the  ut- 
most expedition,  and  to  send  them,  as  fast  as  they  siiall  be 
finished,  to  Fort  Montgomery,  to  be  transported  to  Albany. 

Resolved,  That  the  General,  or  commanding  officer  at 
Peekskill,  be  presented  with  a  copy  of  General  Schuvler's 
letter,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  give  orders  for  sending 
to  (which  is  on  the  way  to  the  said  iron  works) 

a  sufficient  quantity  of  sheet  iron  for  doors  for  the  said  fif- 
ty stoves. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  General  Schuyler  was  read  and 
approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

"  Fishkill,  r.ith  Novr.  1776. 

"  Sir — We  received  your  favor  of  the  8th  inst.  and  im- 
mediately dispatched  our  rider  Mr.  Samuel  Patrick,  the 
iron  master  of  the  works  at  the  forest  of  Deanc,  near  Fort 
j\Iontgomery.  His  answer  and  our  resolutions  in  conse- 
quence of  it  are  enclosed.  We  presume  you  will  be  able  to 
furnish  the  pipes  or  supply  the  want  of  them  by  some  ex- 
pedient ;  if  that  should  not  be  the  case,  and  there  should 
not  be  sheet  iron  at  Peekskill,  we  fear  you  will  be  obliged 
to  have  recourse  to  Philadelphia  or  New-Jcr.sey,  there  be- 
ing none  to  be  had  as  wc  can  learn  in  this  State. 

.  ,  , .     "I  am  yours,  &c. 

"  Genl.  ScHUTLEE." 
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-  A  letter  from  John  R.  Livingston,  with  an  invoice  of 
goods,  &c.  was  read  and  referred  to  Colo.  Brasher,  Robert 
Yates  and  Jlr.  L'hommedieu. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  were  informed  that  a  person 
at  New-Windsor  lias  a  quantity  of  linens  of  dilfcrent  kinds 
to  dispose  of,  which  he  is  ready  to  give  the  Committee  die 
preference  of  in  the  purchase,  and  llie  vender  is  atiendiiii; 
for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Jlajor  Parks  and  Mr.  Newkirk  be  a 
committee  to  examine  the  quality  and  prices  of  tiiosc 
goods  and  report  tiiereon. 


DIE  JOVIS,  10  no.  A.  M. 

Novr.  l-lth,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — P.  Van  Cortlaiult,  Vice-Prest. 

Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Colo.  Brasher— iN'cic-l'orfc. 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Judge  Graham,  Col.  Drake— H'cs(cAc«lcr. 

Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Cuyler— .^/itiny. 

Mr.  Little,  Col.  Aliisoa— Orange. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  MiUer,  Mr.  L'hommedieu— Sw/o/fc. 

Mr.  Newkirk— Tryon. 

Mr.  Conline,  Major  Parks— IVsfcr. 

K.  R.  Livingston,  Major  Scheak—  Dutches. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Sleght  be  requested  to  go  to 
the  store  of  Ebenezer  S.  Burhng,  at  the  house  of  Cornell 
Sands,  and  examine  the  goods  there,  and  report  to  this 
Committee  of  Safely,  what  parts  of  them  are  lit  for  iho 
use  of  the  army,  and  the  prices  of  such  goods  ;  and  iluit 
in  the  mean  time  the  owner  of  those  goods  be  rcque=ied  to 
retain  them  until  the  further  order  of  this  Committee,  or 
the  Convention  of  this  Slate. 

The  whole  business  of  arranging  and  recruiting  the  army 
being  delayed  by  the  absence  of  Col.  De  Witi,  to  the  un- 
speakable detriment  of  this  Stale, 

Ordered,  That  Sampson  Dyckman,  the  messenger,  do 
proceed  without  delay  as  a  messenger  to  Colo.  De  \\  itt, 
to  request  his  immediate  attendance  ;  and  that  it  Col.  De 
Witt  should  be  from  home,  the  said  messenger  search  lor 
him  untd  he  shall  find  him,  and  deliver  him  a  copy  ol  ihis 

order.  ,  .  . 

Robt.  Yates,  Esqr.  chairman  of  a  committee  consist- 
ing of  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Duane  and  himself,  lately  sent  lo 
Albany  to  form  an  arrangement  for  recruiting  the  army, 
delivered  in  the  account  of  their  disbursements  with  sun- 
dry vouchers  for  the  same. 

Ordered  That  the  said  accounts  and  vouchers  be  re- 
fened  to  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Conline  and  .Mr.  Miller  to 

Ketter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  Albany,  the  12ih 
current,  was  read,  and  is  as  follows,  vizt : 

"  jllbany,  ^ovr.  I2ih,  17 1 6. 

«  Sir— Your  favour  of  the  9ih  inst.  I  had  the  honour 
to  receive  last  night.  I  have  already  despatched  an  express 
to  General  Gates  to  hasten  down  all  the  regiments  uhose 
term  of  enlistment  was  expired.  I  make  no  doubt  but  that 
both  officers  and  men  will  conunue  lo  serve  with  alacrity 
■  for  some  time  longer  on  this  critical  occasion. 

"  I  have  happUy  conveyed  such  a  quaniiiy  of  fiour  trom 
hence  for  some  d4-s  past  as  will  snlhce  lur  tiliy  days  lor 
the  whole  army  to  the  northward.  1  lus  enaoles  -ne  to  end 
Vou  all  thebatleaux  I  have  here,  but  they  arc  oni^-  on  or 
eleven  in  number,  besides  what  may  come  trom  Schenec- 
tady. Fifty  more  are  ordered  from  Lake  Geor.c,  in  u  u c h 
and  in  sloops  I  shall  send  down  the  regiments  1  expect 
from  Ticonderoga.  ,       ,  ,     .■      i  . 

"Col.  Van  Schaick,  from  whom  I  received  a  hnc  la.l 
night,  apprehends  an  attack  in  that  quarter,  iron.  "''^  ''>'ch,- 
genc^received  by  two  Indians  justarnved  l:oin  Lnnada  l  e 
has  detained  the  nril.lia.  Two  regiments  which  I  ordered 
from  Ticonderoga  on  the  2nd  mst.  arc  not  yet  arrn  cd,  I  fear 


not  even  sent,  although  the  order  arrived  there  on  the  5th 
instant.  1  have  remanded  die  order. 

"Lieutenant-Colo.  De  Roos  takes  charge  of  tlie  batteau.x 
down  to  Fishkills,  and  will  wail  on  you  for  your  orders. 

"  1  am,  sir,  most  respectlullv, 
"  Your  obedient  libl.  si  rvt. 
"PH.  SCHUYLER. 

"  To  the  Honble.  P.  V.  Cortl.\ndt, 

VIce-Prest.  of  the  Convention." 

Resolved,  That  ihc  superintendence  of  the  poor  com- 
mitted to  Mr.  L'hommedieu,  Col.  Allison  and  .Mr.  Ad- 
gate, as  a  committee  by  resolutions  of  this  Committee, 
passed  on  the  12lli  inst.  shall  only  extend  to  the  poor  re- 
moved from  those  counties  now  in  possession  of  the  enemy, 
and  such  poor  the  heads  of  whose  families  have  been  bv 
order  of  this  Committee  removed  from  Uiis  Slate  as  inimi- 
cal to  the  cause  and  liberties  of  America. 


FRIDAY, 

Novr.  I5th,  1776. 
Tlie  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Vicc-Prcst. 

Col.  Brasher,  Jlr.  Roosevelt — ISew-Vork. 

R.  R.  Livingston.  Mr.  Schenk,  Mr.  Piatt— Z>«ic/.£s. 

Jlr.  Adgate— jJ/6««i/. 

Mr.  Little,  Col.  Allison — Orange. 

Mr.  L'hommedieu,  Mr.  Miller — Sujfolk. 

Col.  Drake — Westchester.  , 

Mr.  Contine,  Major  Parks — Ulster. 

Mr.  Newkirk — Tryoa. 

An  account  of  Gerret  Roorback,  of  the  city  of  New- 
York,  for  his  disbursements  for  sweeping  the  cliininics  of 
the  houses  wherein  the  Continental  soldiers  were  quarter- 
ed ;  as  also  for  his  wages,  and  that  of  his  clerk  and  two 
assistants,  was  presented  lo  the  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roorback  be  directed  to  apply  to 
the  Barrack-Master-General  for  a  certificate  that  the  said 
-Mr.  Roorback  has  acted  as  barrack-masier,  and  that  ins 
two  assistants  and  clerk  have  under  him  acted  in  that  de- 
partment, and  that  he  believes  the  said  account  to  be  just 
and  true.  That  the  said  Gerret  Roorback  do  present  the 
said  account  to  the  Pay-Master-General  ior  payment,  and 
dial  on  his  refusal  to  pay  the  same,  and  to  certify  such  re- 
lus.il,  that  .Mr.  Roorback  do  return  his  said  account,  with 
proper  vouchers,  to  the  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safe- 
ly of  ihis  State. 

Mr.  lioosevelt  from  the  committee  appointed  yesterday 
to  examine  the  account  of  expenses  and  disbursements  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  Albany  lo  form  an  ar- 
rangement of  olficers,  and  the  committee  appointed  to  co- 
operate with  General  Schuyler,  reported  that  they  have 
examined  the  same  and  find  it  just. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  delivered  lo  the  Au- 
ditor-General, and  that  the  balance  remaining  in  the  hands 
of  the  said  committee  be  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

Ordered,  That  die  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  do  pay  unto 
Mr.  (.iarrit  Roorback  the  sum  of  four  pounds  for  riding  ex- 
press to  .\lbany  with  public  despatches  to  General  Scliuy- 
ler,  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  Continental  account. 

-Mr.  L'hommedieu  presented  to  the  Committee  a  certi- 
ficate in  the  words  following,  vizi : 

"  In   Co.MMITTEE,  } 

"  Soulhold.  Jygt.  I'Jth,  1776.  ^ 

"These  certify  that  the  committee  of  Southold  have 
expended  Iwenly-four  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  lour 
pence,  in  mounting  four  cannon  as  field  pieces  tor  the  pro- 
tection of  tiie  east  end  of  Long  island. 

"  Bv  order. 
"  ROBERT  HEMPSTEAD, 

ChairJ7ian.'^ 

Mr.  L'hommedieu  informed  the  Committee  of  Safety 
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he  taid  cannon  arc  now  at  Saybrook.    That  the  can- 
_^^y[,rook  belonging  to  this  Stale  are,  1  12-pouiider, 
-vunJers-  1  4-pounder,  and  1  3-poundcr. 
^O^cred,  That  Mr.  L'liommedieu  and  Mr.  Gelston,  or 
•Lcr  of  them,  be  and  hereby  are  authorized  to  sell  and 
''I'sposc  of  the  said  three-pounder,  and  apply  the  amount 
^t'  sales  to  discharge  the  said  twenty-four  pounds  seven- 
l^en  shillings  and  four  pence,  and  render  an  account  of  the 
mIcs  to  the  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  this 
Sute. 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 


DIE  JOVIS,  4  HO.  P.  M, 

Novr.  21st,  1776. 

The  Committee  met. 

Par'ENT — P.  Van  Corllandt,  Esqr.  Vice-Prest. 
Mr.  Dunne,  Col.  Brasher,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Jay— 
Af  Yurk. 

Mr-  AJgate,  Mr.  R.  Yates,  Mr.  Cuyler— jJ/Jotij/. 

Major  Lockwood,  Co).  Van  Corllandt,  Judge  Graham — Wcstchesler. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  L'hommedieu — Suffolk. 

Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 

Colo.  De  \\"M— Ulster. 

Mr.  Piatt,  Jlr.  G.  Livingston,  Major  Schenk— DufcAess. 
Major  Webster,  Mr.  Duer— C/iar/oi/e. 

A  letter  from  General  Washington,  dated  the  16th  inst. 
was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

- "  General  Greene's  Quarters,  Novr.  IGlh,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen — I  do  myself  the  honour  to  transmit  to 
you  a  copy  of  sundry  resolves  of  Congress  which  came  to 
iiand  yesterday  evening.  By  these  you  will  perceive  that 
ihcv  have  entered  into  some  new  regulations  respecting 
the  enlistment  of  the  new  army,  and  reprobating  the  mea- 
lures  which  I  presume  you  have  heard,  have  been  adopt- 
ed by  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  for  raising  the  quo- 
ta to  be  furnished  by  them.  My  view  in  doing  this,  is  to 
inform  you  of  their  sense  upon  this  subject,  and  that  they 
will  admit  of  no  departure  from  the  terms  they  them- 
selves have  heretofore  published,  except  in  the  instances 
nientioncd  in  these  resolves.  They  are  plain  and  explicit, 
aiul  I  will  lake  the  liberty  to  add,  should  form  a  part  of  the 
instructions  to  be  given  to  the  officers  who  may  be  appoint- 
ed to  recrint. 

"  I  would  also  beg  leave  to  observe  that  the  necessity  of 
raising;  the  new  army,  becomes  more  and  more  urgent,  and 
i«  such  as  calls  for  every  possible  exertion  to  effect  it. 
The  Concrcss  convinced  of  this,  and  seeing  the  delays  of 
some  of  the  Slates  in  carrying  the  resolves  recommended 
to  tlicm  into  execution,  have  empowered  and  requested  me 
to  nominate  othccrs  to  the  regiments  of  such  Stales  as  have 
not  sent  commis.'^ions  to  the  army  for  that  [)urpose  ;  as  this 
is  a  nialier  in  wliicli  I  would  not  wish  to  interfere  at  this 
time  farther  than  compelled  by  their  direction  and  the  situ- 
ation of  our  affairs,  I  shall  be  happy  to  know  what  pro- 
gress you  have  made  in  this  instance,  and  whether  the  ar- 
rangement for  your  regiments  is  completed.  If  it  is  not 
finished,  let  me  entreat  you  to  do  it  as  speedily  as  possible ; 
the  necessity  is  obvious,  and  must  be  felt  by  every  one. 
Till  the  officers  are  appointed,  no  measures  can  be  pursued 
for  enlisting  tlic  men.  If  the  bounty  allowed  by  Congress 
could  be  paid  down,  it  is  more  thnn  probable  it  might  in- 
duce many  to  engage  more  williniilv.  Under  this  idea,  I 
shall  be  ready  to  advance  to  sucli  oliiccrs  as  you  appoint 
to  the  command  of  the  regiments,  upon  your  requisition, 
such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose, 
if  provision  has  not  or  shall  not  be  otherwise  made  by  Con- 
gress for  the  same. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  this  day  about  12  o'clock, 
the  enemy  made  a  general  attack  upon  our  lines  about  Fort 
Washington,  which  having  carried,  the  garrison  retired 
within  the  fort.  Colonel  McGaw  finding  there  was  no  pros- 
pect of  retreating  across  the  North  river,  surrendered  the 


post.  We  do  not  yet  know  our  own  loss  or  that  of  the 
enemy  in  forcing  the  lines,  but  I  imagine  it  must  have  lipcn 
pretty  considcrable  on  both  sides,  as  the  fire  in  soinc  jiarls 


the  carrisoii  before 


was  of  long  continuance  and  heavy  ;  neither  do  I  know  ihe 
terms  of  capitulation.    The  force  of 
the  attack,  was  about  2,000  men. 

"I  have  the  hour,  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

"  Gentlemen,  your  mo.  obi.  snrvant 

"GO.  WASHINGTON. 

"  Convention  of  New-York." 

A  letter  from  Jacob  Garrigue,  at  Peekskill,  dated  Novr. 
14,  1776,  and  directed  to  Colo.  Brasher,  was  read.  It 
informs  that  there  is  no  sheet  iron  at  Peekskill;  iliat  tlirrc 
is  about  half  a  ton  at  North  Castle,  under  the  care  of  I\Ir. 
Brower,  which  may  supply  pipes  for  stoves,  now  casting 
by  order  of  this  Committee  at  request  of  General  Schuvler' 

A  letter  from  Robert  Boyd,  dated  the  l&lh  Novr'  di- 
rected to  P.  Van  Cortlandt.  He  acknowledges  that  he  has 
received  a  letter  from  the  Vice-President,  relative  to  the 
distressed  Continental  troops  raised  and  returning  to  New- 
Jersey,  who  are  now  at  New-Windsor ;  lie  will  assist,  or 
endeavour  to  lend  his  aid  in  forwarding  the  said  troops  to 
New-Jersey. 

A  letter  from  T.  Tilgliman,  Esqr.  to  Robert  II.  Living- 
ston, Esqr.  dated  at  Hackensack,  the  17th  November,  1776. 
He  therein  mentions  a  heavy  loss  suffered  yesterday  by 
the  loss  of  Fort  Washington  and  its  garrison,  consisting  of 
about  two  tliousand  men,  chiefly  made  prisoners  of  war, 
and  who  were  not  slain  in  the  action  ;  that  the  army  was 
posted  on  that  side  from  Newark  to  Amboy,  as  places  easy 
of  coinmunication  with  each  other,  and  through  whicli  llic 
enemy  must  pass  to  Philadelphia  or  any  place  to  the  south- 
ward of  their  army. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Convention  to  form  an 
arrangement  of  officers  for  four  battalions,  pursuant  lo 
sundry  resolutions  of  Congress,  came  into  the  Committee 
of  Sai'ety,  and  Robert  Yates,  Esqr.  the  chairman  of  tliat 
committee  of  arrangement,  brought  in  the  report,  which 
he  read  in  his  place  and  delivered  in  at  the  tabic,  where  the 
same  was  again  read  ;  the  said  report  beinii  then  read  by 
paragraphs,  the  Committee  of  Saff- ty  agreed  lo,  and  adopt- 
ed that  part  of  the  report  which  relates  to  a  request  of  per- 
mission to  raise  a  fifth  battalion  to  be  raised  and  command- 
ed by  Col.  D.  Bois,  and  is  in  the  following  words,  vizt: 

"  The  committee  appointed  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  resolves  of  Congress,  relative  to  the  new  arrangement 
of  officers,  &c.  bes  leave  to  report,  that  in  pursuance  of 
the  orders  of  the  Convention,  and  agreeable  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  General  Congress,  your  committee  iiave  com- 
pleted an  arrangement  of  olficcrs  for  the  four  battalions 
ordered  to  be  raised  in  this  State,  which  arrangement  is 
annexed  to  report. 

"They  further  beg  leave  lo  report,  that  in  forming  the 
above  mentioned  arrangement,  so  far  as  the  officers  of  Colo. 
Dubois's  regiment  were  concerned  in  it,  your  committee 
considered  them  as  entitled  to  no  other  rank  than  what  they 
held  prior  to  their  appointment  in  that  regiment,  which  was 
done  without  the  recommendation  or  intervention  of  the 
Convention  of  this  State,  contrary  to  the  uniform  practice 
in  all  similar  cases,  and  in  prejudice  of  oilier  otlicers  of 
higher  rank  and  equal  merit. 

"  That  your  committee  were  constrained  by  those  prin- 
ciples to  omit  Col.  Du  Bois's  name  in  the  present  arrange- 
ment ;  that  Colo.  Du  Bois  hath  been  well  recommended  to 
this  committee  as  an  exceeding  good  officer,  capable  of 
commanding  a  regiment  with  credit  to  himself  and  advan- 
tage to  liis  country. 

That  from  the  quota  of  this  State  being  assessed  so 
low  as  four  battalions,  many  good  officers  will  be  unpro- 
vided for ;  that  sundry  applications  have  been  made  to 
your  committee  for  commissions,  by  young  gentlemen  of 
fortune  and  family,  whose  services  your  committee  were 
under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  declining  lo  accept. 

"  That  your  committee  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  an- 
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other  battalion  might  be  raised  in  this  State,  and  they 
therefore  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the  Convention  to  use 
their  influence  with  the  General  Congress  lo  obtain  their 
permission  and  order  for  tiiat  purpose  ;  and  Colonel  De 
Bois  to  command  the  said  battalion  so  to  be  raised  and  to 
have  the  rank  of  fourth  colonel  of  the  New-York  forces. 

That  the  officers  whose  names  are  contained  in  the 
annexed  arrangement,  have  been  well  recommended  to  this 
committee  as  proper  for  the  offices  assigned  them ;  and 
that  the  committee  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  troops  under 
their  command  will  do  honour  lo  this  titate. 

'*  And  your  committee  further  beg  leave  to  report  that 
the  importance  of  military  discipline  is  so  obvious,  and  the 
honour  and  safety  of  this  State  so  deeply  concerned  in  the 
behaviour  and  conduct  of  their  troops,  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  the  most  elTectual  means  should  be  adopted 
for  perfecting  them  in  military  evolutions  and  discipline. 
That  a  good  part  of  this  State  being  already  possessed  by 
powerful  armies  of  the  enemy,  whose  disposition  and  mo- 
tives will  probably  render  it  necessary  to  call  lho^e  troops 
into  immediate  service,  and  to  divide  the  battalions  into  de- 
tachments, it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  unless  some  extra- 
ordinary provision  shall  be  made,  many  of  the  soldiers 
must  be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  being  tauglit  their 
mihtary  exercises  by  experienced  and  capable  disciplina- 
rians. 

"  From  these  considerations  your  committee  beg  leave 
earnestly  to  recommend  it  to  the  Convention  to  request  of 
the  General  Congress  to  commission,  on  their  recommend- 
ation, an  aid-major  to  each  of  the  battalions  of  this  State. 
The  aid-majors  to  he  appointed  to  be  paid  by  this  State  and  | 
to  hold  such  rank  as  they  would  have  been  respectively 
entitled  to  had  they  been  provided  for  in  any  of  the  com- 
panies of  the  battalions  of,  or  raised  in,  this  Stale. 

"ROBERT  YATES,  Chavmanr 

The  residue  of  the  same  report  being  read,  it  was 

Ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  same  committee. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  Honourable  tiie 
Continental  Congress,  requesting  their  approbation  of  the 
resolutions  for  raising  a  fifth  battalion  in  this  State,  to  be 
commanded  by  Col.  Du  Bois,  and  another  letter  to  General 
Washington  requesting  his  countenance  to  that  measure; 
and  that  the  committee  for  arranging  the  battalions,  pre- 
pare and  report  drafts  of  such  letters. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  advance,  on 
Continental  account,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  the  four 
battalions  of  Continental  troops  to  be  raised  in  this  Slate, 
the  further  sum  of  twelve  thousand  pounds,  to  wit,  to 
Colonel  Goose  Van  Schaick  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
pounds ;  to  Colo.  Phillip  Van  Cortlandt  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  pounds  ;  to  Colo.  Peter  Gansevoori  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  pounds,  and  to  Col.  Henry  B.  Livingston 
the  like  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds,  to  enable  them,  the 
said  colonels,  to  disburse  the  bounty  money  to  tlieir  re- 
cruiting officers,  each  respective  colonel  lo  give  his  receipt 
to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  of  the  sum  lie  shall 
receive  by  virtue  of  this  order. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  iio.  a.  m, 

Novr.  227id,  1776. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlamlt,  Vice-President. 

Col.  Brasher,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Diiane,  3Ir.  H.  Harper— i\V»-lork. 

Major  Webster,  Mr.  Duer—Charlolte. 

Mr.  Adgale,  Mr.  11.  Yates,  Mr.  Cujicr— .4/6any. 

Mr.  Wisner — Orange.  ,  -j^  . 

Mr.  L'Hommedieu — Suffulk. 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Judge  Gralmm,  Major  LockwooJ— IIV«/cA«*/«-. 
Col.  DeWitt— Ulster. 

Mr.  Sackett,  Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Mr.  Piatt,  Major  Schcnk— Z)u/cAm. 
Mr.  Newkirk— Trjon. 
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The  committee  appointed  by  the  Convention  to  form  an 
arrangement  of  the  battalions  raising  in  this  Slate,  brought 
in  the  residue  of  their  report,  which  was  ycslcnlay  recom- 
mitted. The  same  was  read  by  Robert  Yates,  E.-^qr.  chair- 
man of  that  committee,  ami  delivered  in  at  the  tai)ie,  where 
the  same  was  again  read,  and  being  amended,  was  aijreed 
to  and  adopted  by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

.?  List  of  OJiccrs  of  four  battalions  to  he  raised  in  Ihi-  Slule  nf  .Wu'- 
Yurk,  arranged  by  a  Committee  of  Convention  uf  tlw  said  .s^i/c, 
Aovember  21st,  1776. 


Isi  Battalion. 

1.  (kwm-  V;iii  Si  h^ui'k,  Esqr.  colo. 
3.  Corns.  V:indyck,  Esqr.  It.  rol. 
"2.  C'tirisir.  P.  \':urs,  Esqr.  major. 

I'clcr  T.  T.-ars,  atljt. 

ilfnry  Van  WocrT.  ([r.  master. 

2.  Josoph  McCrackcn,  1st  capt. 
-1.  Leonaal  Ulccckcr,  1st  licut. 
5.  .T.ihn  Dinny,  -lui  licut. 

7.  John  W'rnicr,  ensign. 

3.  John  Graham,  2n(l  capt. 

'J.  Niclis.  Van  Rensselaer,  1st  lieut. 
25.  -tohn  Lansim:,  Jnnr,  2nd  lieut. 
■1.  Jolm  Ten  Eyek,  ensign. 
G.  .Andrew  Fiiiek,  3rd  eapt. 

10.  Tobias  Van  VeiUten,  1st  lieut. 
32.  B.  Van  Velkenburi-h,  2nd  lieut. 

3.  .\braham  G.  Lansing,  ensign. 

12.  Ben.  Kicks,  4th  capt. 

13.  Charles  Parsons,  1st  licut, 
20.  Samuel  Thome,  2nd  lieut. 

W'ilhclinus  Ryckniaii,  ensign. 

14.  D.avid  Van  Ness,  5th  capt. 

11.  Joiiii  Hooililicrt,  1st  lieut. 

11.  Abia.  Ilardenbergh,  2nd  lieut. 
Jacob  II.  Wendell,  ensign. 

17.  ^^  mnici  Van  Weght,  ca[it. 

12.  ,l"'.,n  E.  Ten  Brouer,  lirnt. 
10.  Wilhani  Sender,  2nd  lif  ut. 

Peter  d.  Iloscboone,  ensign. 
1".  John  H.  Wendell,  capt. 
!  1.  .v.  Sherwood,  lieut. 

'J.  .hmn  Ostrander.  2nd  lieut. 

5,  Peter  J.  Schuyler,  ensign. 
!-t.  Garret  J.  Veeder,  capt. 
1."..  llarrru  S.  Salcsijury,  licut. 
12.  l^i'hniim  Snow,  2nd  lieut. 

.Vliraham  Ten  Kyek,  paymaster. 


3rd  Battai.io.v. 
3.  Peter  Gansevort,  Esrjr.  eolo. 
2   Manmis  Willcit,  Esqr.  It.  colo. 
J.  Uo.>cri  Cockran,  Esqr.  major. 

<;co.  Suhes.  adjt. 

ThoiniLS  W  illiams,  qr.  master. 
7.  Elias  Van  Rensselaer,  capt. 

1.  Jonaih.iu  Peapsey,  lieut. 

22.  Thomas  Costn'.dieur,  2nd  lieut. 

M.  Thomas  Dc  Witt,  2nd  capt. 

-4.  Henry  l'a«ling,  1st  lieut. 

21.  Ill  nj.imin  Borgardus,  2nd  lieut. 

n.  C.  T.  J.mson,  3rd  capt. 

2,')  N.  V.uidi  r  Heydeu,  Ist  lieut. 

M.  J.inus  Dulwis,  2nd  licut. 

2.  Samuel  English,  ensign. 

10.  .M  r.Uiam  Swartwouds,  4th  capt. 
32   PhUlip  Conine,  1st  licut. 

3.  Gilbert  li.  G.  Livingston,  2nd  lieut. 

20.  .Varon  Austin,  5th  capt. 

21.  John  Ball,  1st  licut. 
25.  Garret  Sto-.tj,  2nd  lieut. 

20.  James  Gresg,  eapt. 

27.  I.eii  .'Stoekwell,  lieut. 

J^unes  Blake,  2nd  lieut. 

29.  ilenry  Tiebout,  capt. 

3U.  Is.uir  Bogart,  lieut. 

27.  Wilham  Me.ade. 

32.  John  Houston,  capt. 

2(.  John  Welder,  lieut. 

I'J.  Prentice  Browcr,  2nd  lieut. 


2nd  Battalion. 
2.  Philip  Van  Coribin.l:,  Ks.,r  con.nel 

1.  Frederick  Wi^enletv.Ks.jr.  1 1,  eolo 
Elisha  Marshall,  a.ijt. 

Levi  De  Witt,  qwarli  r-iii;L'^ler. 

2.  Mathew  Clark,  1st  lieni.  '. 
4.  WillnuTi  Munday,  2iid  In  in. 

8.  Peter  Dolson,  ensign. 

9.  Benjn.  Pelton,  2nd  capt. 

8.  James  Metlutihs,  1st  licut. 

1.  Wlllhim  Tapp",  2ih1  lieut. 
13.  T.  Beekman,  ensign. 

8.  Charles  Graham,  3rd  eapt. 

20.  Jimies  .Miller,  1st  lieut. 

15.  J.Lnies  Fairley,  2iul  lieut.  ' 
y.  Timothy  Smith,  ensign. 

21.  Samuel  T.  Pell,  4th  capt. 

26.  Isaac  Sherwood,  1st  lieut. 
I  t.  E.  Johnson,  2nd  lieut. 

10.  Andrew  White,  ensign. 

22.  Richard  Piatt,  5th  capt. 
31.  Robert  Wood,  1st  lieut. 

13.  Gilbt.  James  Livingston,  2nd  lient. 

15.  William  Glcnny,  ensign. 

2.  Elijah  Hunter,  capt. 

0.  Isaac  Van  Wirt,  lient. 

16.  Chas.  Weisenfeels,  2nd  lieut. 

11.  Thos.  Bushfield,  ensu-n. 

25.  Jonathan  Ilallet,  eapt. 
29.  Peter  Benedict,  lieut. 

17.  Christopher  Codwise,  2nd  Ueut. 

14.  Joseph  Herring,  (.ilsign, 

27.  Edward  Lounsbeny,  capt. 

23.  Charles  Newkirk. 
8.  Jeremiah  Clark. 

12.  Wm.  Nottingham. 

Hunlock  Woodruft',  received  by  Col. 
Wesenfells  as  surgeon. 

4th  Battalion. 

4.  Henry  B.  Livingston,  col. 
4.  Ben.  Ledyard,  major. 

Peter  Saeket,  adjt. 

 Van  Wyck,  qr.  master. 

John  Peter  Detard,  chaplain. 

4.  S;unuel  Saeket,  c.ipt. 

3.  Nathl.  Norton,  1st  lieut. 
2.  Geo.  Smith,  2nd  lient. 

19.  Joshua  Drake,  ensitrn. 

5.  John  Davis,  2nd  capt. 

5.  William  Havens,  ist  lieut. 
7.  Silvanes  Coacklin,  2nd  Ueut. 

20.  Caleb  Brewster,  ensign. 
Jacobus  Boucrans,  capt. 

16.  Simeon  Tryon,  1st  lieut. 

23.  Peter  Van  llenschooten,  2nd  lieut. 
James  Campbell,  ensign. 

15.  W'iili.'iin  Jackson,  4lh  capt. 
10.  Thomas  Lee,  1st  lieiil. 

20.  Ebenezer  Molt,  2nd  lieut. 

1.  Joseph  Fry  lock,  ensign. 

24.  Nathl.  Strong,  5th  capt. 

22.  Edward  Concklin,  1st  lieut. 

2nd  lieut. 

21.  Joshua  Young,  ensign, 

26.  Benjn.  Walker,  capt. 


20.  Israel  Smith,  capt. 

17.  Pelton  Jackson,  lieut. 

30.  Thomas  Hunt,  2nd  licut. 

31.  Jonathan  Titus,  capt. 

18.  John  Lloyd,  lieut. 

28.  Abm.  Hyatt,  2nd  lieut. 

Melanctoii  Lloyd  Woolsey, 


Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safely  does  agree 
with  the  committee  of  arrangement  in  the  whole  of  their 
report. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  prepare  a  copy  of  llie  said 
report,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Honble.  Congress,  and 
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noiher  copy,  to  be  transmitted  to  His  Excellency  General 
Washington. 

A  leiter  from  Samuel  Tudor  and  Augustine  Lawrence,  da- 
ted the  21st  of  November,  was  read  and  referred  to  ilic  fol- 
lowing gentlemen,  to  report  thereon,  that  is  to  say  :  Mr. 
Wisner,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Mr.  L'hommedieu,  Mr. 
Piatt  and  Mr.  Cuyler. 

Mr.  William  Duer  informed  tiie  Committee  that  large 
quantities  of  hay  and  corn  were  purcliased  by  the  Quarter- 
Masler-General  for  the  use  of  tlie  Continental  army  in  the 
eastern  parts  of  this  county  and  the  western  parts  of  Con- 
necticut, and  that  it  would'  be  liardly  practicable  to  convey 
the  same  to  the  army  unless  the  roads  leading  from  the  Ob- 
long and  Frederickburgh  towards  Reze's  Bridge  and  North 
Castle  were  better  repaired ;  he  tlierefore,  in  behalf  of 
General  Mifflin,  Quarter-Master-General  of  the  Continen- 
tal armv,  prayed  that  this  House  would  devise  ways  and 
means  of  facilitating  the  above  mentioned  communication, 
not  doubting  but  so  necessary  an  expenditure  would  be 
cheerfully  reimbursed  from  the  Continental  treasury. 

On  taking  the  application  of  Mr.  Duer  into  considera- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  it  will  be  necessary  to  repair  the  follow- 
ing roads  in  order  to  facilitate  the  cartage  of  forage  to  the 
Continental  army  :  from  the  house  of  Jolin  Miller  towards 
the  house  of  Colonel  Henry  Livingston,  thence  to  Samuel 
Washburn's,  being  eight  miles  ;  the  road  which  runs  east 
from  Colonel  Henry  Luddington's  to  the  store  of  Malcom 
Morrison,  and  thence  south  to  the  mills  of  Samuel  Wash- 
burn, being  twelve  miles. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Luddington  detach  from  his  re- 
giment one  hundred  men  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  that 
part  of  the  road  which  is  first  mentioned,  being  in  distance 
8  miles. 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  H.  Meade  be  appointed  superin- 
tendent for  repairing  the  above  roads. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Field  detach  one  hundred  men 
from  his  regiment  of  militia  for  the  purpose  of  repairing 
that  part  of  the  road  which  is  last  mentioned  in  the  tirst 
resolution,  being  in  distance  12  miles. 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  David  Heacock  be  appointed  su- 
jvcrintendent  for  repairing  the  said  road. 

Resolved,  That  llie  superintendents  above  appointed  be 
allowed  ten  shillings  per  day  for  their  trouble,  exclusive  of 
their  subsistence  ;  and  that  they  be  respectively  authorized 
to  liire  or  impress  teams  and  carts  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said, paving  for  each  ox  cart  with  two  yoke  of  cattle,  find- 
ing thcnisclvcs,  sixteen  shillings  per  day  ;  for  each  wagon 
finding  themselves,  twelve  shillings  per  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  superintendents  keep,  and  ren- 
der to  this  Convention,  regular  accounts  of  their  expendi- 
tures and  proceedings. 

Resolved,  'I'hat  the  above  mentioned  detachments  of 
militia,  while  employed  in  repairing  the  road,  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  superintendents  aforesaid,  and  that 
while  actually  employed  as  aforesaid,  they  be  allowed  at 
the  rale  of  four  shillings  per  day  to  each  man  finding  him- 
Belf. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  immedi- 
ately transmitted  to  the  superintendents  above  mentioned, 
who  arc  hereby  directed  to  communicate  them,  without 
loss  of  lime  to  Colonels  Field  and  Luddington. 

Resolved,  That  llie  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  be  ad- 
vanced to  each  of  the  superintendents  for  the  repairs  afore- 
said. 


DIE  SABBATI, 


9  HO.  A.  U. 

Novr.  22rd,  1776. 


The  Committee  met,  ice. 
Present— P.  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-Prtst. 
Mr.  Dunscomb—iVeti!- Korfe. 


Major  Lockwood,  Col.  Van  CortlanJt— K'cj(c/iei(er. 
Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Adnata— Albany. 
Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 
Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  L  liommedieu— iu/oi/t. 
Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon 
Mr.  G.  Livingston — Dutches. 
Major  Webster— CAar/o«e. 

A  letter  from  Henry  Outhout  and  Anthony  V 
dated  the  21st  inst.  relative  to  the  prices'  oi 
which  they  were  directed  to  purcha.se  lor  soai;.jr>''  i}^-' 
[was  received.]  They  therein  mention  the  price's  '<  {  crch 
respective  article ;  and  on  account  of  the  very  hi  -ii  -,  i  c"e.« 
they  desire  the  direction  of  the  Convention  m  ine  Pre- 
mises. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  are  of  opinion  that  li.,'  sj,,! 
goods  and  articles  are  so  dear  that  it  will  not  answer  to 
purchase  them. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  those  gentlemen  was  read  and  ap- 
proved, and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  In  Committee  of  Safety, 

for  the  Slate  of  ISeM-York  } 
"  Fuhkilt,  2Srd,  Aovr.  ITTo.  ^ 

"We  have  under  consideration  your  letter,  dated  the 
21st  inst.  in  respect  to  sundry  articles  to  be  purchased  for 
the  use  of  the  army,  and  find  that  the  prices  are  so  hii,di 
tliat  we  judge  you  best  not  buy  them.  The  matters  you 
have  already  bought  you  will  please  to  furnish  an  account 
thereof,  and  you  will  be  paid. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  yours,  &;c. 

"  By  order. 

"  To  Henry  Outiiout  and 

Anthy.  Van  Bekge.v." 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  engrossed  and  sent  them. 

Mr.  Jolin  Sleghts  account  of  fourteen  shillings  lor  ^u:nu 
to  view  goods  at  iMoumerskill,  ordered  to  be  paid. 

An  account  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wickes,  amounting  to  tour 
pounds  sixteen  shillings,  for  the  services  of  himself  and  of 
Elipbalet  Brush  in  May  and  June  last,  six  days,  in  carry- 
ing into  execution  the  orders  of  die  then  Provincial  Con- 
gress, in  apprehending  and  conveying  to  New-Yoik,  Isaac 
Ketcham,  Isaac  Youngs,  Henry  Dawkins,  Pliilip  Youngs 
and  others,  who  have  counterfeited  and  issued  Continental 
bills  of  credit  of  thirty  dollars,  and  bills  of  credit  of  Con- 
necticut and  Massachusetts  Bay  State,  each  for  forty  shil- 
lings.   Payment  considered  and  approved  of. 

And  another  account  of  the  said  Thomas  Wickes  thereto 
annexed  Inr  riding  express  to  Albany  with  sundry  letters 
from  Head-tiuarters  and  other  places,  directed  to  the  Ge- 
neral and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  northern  Continen- 
tal armv,  five  days  at  sixteen  shillings  per  day,  aniouiuing 
to  four  pounds,  was  also  exhibited  for  payment,  considered 
and  approved  of. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  pay  to  the 
said  Thomas  Wickes,  the  sum  of  eight  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings, in  full,  for  the  two  said  accounts,  taking  a  receipt 
for  the  same,  and  charge  the  same  to  Continental  ac- 
count. 

A  letter  from  Nicholas  Governeur,  dated  the  14th  of 
Novr.  was  read  and  committed  to  the  committee  for  detect- 
ing conspirators. 

A  leiter  from  Johannes  Sleght,  Esqr.  chairman  of  King- 
ston, dated  the  18th  instant,  stating  that  county  to  have,  till 
within  a  few  days,  been  a  peaceable  people,  but  ihcy  are 
now  daily  alarmed,  and  their  streets  filled  with  mobs  from 
different  parts  of  ihe  country,  breaking  ot  doors,  and  com- 
mitting of  outrages  to  the  disturbance  of  the  peace  of  the 
good  people  of  said  town,  owing  as  they  believe  to  the 
misfortune  of  having  that  detestable  article  called  tea,  stor- 
ed there. 

Mr.  Wisner  and  Gilbert  Livingston's  report  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  report  be  transmit- 
ted to  General  Schuyler,  with  a  request  that  he  will  favour 
the  Convention  with  his  advice  on  ilie  best  and  most  effec- 
tual plan  for  obstructing  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  ri- 
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ver,  and  that  the  committee  of  the  Convention  of  this 
bttatc  appointed  to  obstruct  tlic  navignlion  of  Hudson's  ri- 
Tcr,  be  instructed  to  cause  a  nautical  survey  to  bu  made  ot 
such  parts  of  the  river  as  may  be  most  cllectually  obstruct- 
ed, so  as  not  only  to  impede  liie  navii:ation  but  likewise  to 
prevent  the  landing  of  troops  below  sucii  obsirucuon  ;  that 
they  endeavour  to  procure  ihe  advice  of  die  general  olli- 
cers  and  engineers  respecting  the  said  obsiruciiuns. 

Resolved,  That  the  cominiitcc  appointed  to  obstruct  the 
navigation  of  Hudson's  river,  be  insirucicd  not  to  pay  the 
blacksmiths  who  made  the  cliaui  which  was  laicly  drawn 
across  the  said  river,  and  broken  bv  the  tide,  until  such 
time  as  the  sufliciency  of  their  work  c  an  be  properly  ex- 
amined ;  and  that  the  said  committee  take  proper  measures 
for  that  purpose. 

A  letter  from  General  Heath  of  the  20tli,  requesting  the 
Convention  to  assist  Colonel  Chevers  in  procuring  a  re- 
pository for  a  large  quantity  of  military  stores,  was  read 
and  referred  to  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Piatt  to  prepare  an  an- 
swer. 

Saturday,  3  ho.  P.  M.  Novr.  23rd,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — P.  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Colo.  Brasher,  Mr.  Jay,  .Mr.  Harper — 
New-York. 
Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Col.  Plait— Dutches. 

Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  R.  Yates,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Sir.  Adgate— -iiiany. 

Major  Lockwood,  Col.  Graham — fVcstchester. 

Mr.  L'hommedieu,  Mr.  Smith — Suffolk. 

Colo.  Vewiil— Ulster. 

Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 

Mr.  Newkirk — Tryoii. 

Major  Webster,  Colo.  Duer — Charlotte. 

A  letter  from  General  Heath,  dated  the  23rd  instant, 
was  read.  He  requests  a  copy  of  the  encouragement  of- 
fered by  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  to  such 
as  shall  engage  to  serve  in  the  ne.\t  army. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  furnish  General  flcath  with 
a  copy  of  the  same. 

A  letter  from  General  George  Clinton,  was  received  and 
read. 

A  draft  of  the  river,  enclosed,  was  also  cxliibited,  and 
committed  to  the  committee  of  the  Convention  of  tliis  Stale, 
appointed  to  obstruct  the  navigation  of  llu(lsun"s  river. 

A  letter  from  Messrs.  Augustine  Lawrence  and  Samuel  | 
Tudor,  dated  this  day,  was  received  and  read. 

A  draft  of  an  answer  thereunto,  was  read  and  approved 
of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

"  In  Committkk  ok  .SakKTV,  > 
"  i'uihkill,  iirj  .Vccr.  ITTil.  S 

"  Gentlemen — Your  letter  of  yesterday  concerning  a 
quantity  of  rigging,  to  be  furnisiicd  by  yon  by  an  order 
of  the  marine^'^commutce,  is  under  considt  raiion ;  as  the 
order  is  explicit,  we  advise  you  to  comply  witii  it  immedi- 
ately. ...  . 

"  Capt.  Ivers  represents  to  us  that  it  is  impracticable  to 
carry  the  cables  by  land,  but  that  he  has  yarn  sulhcicnt  to 
make  the  cables  of,  and  tiiat  tlicy  cannot  be  safely  cirried 
until  they  are  warped  and  tarred  ;  this  mailer  we  leave 
with  you,  and  advise,  if  it  be  the  only  praciicibie  method, 
that  it  be  pursued,  and  that  Mr.  Ivers  go  with  the  yarn  and 
finish  the  cables.  In  case  you  cannot  hire  wairons  or 
teams  to  carry  the  quantity  of  rigging  wanicJ.  you  are 
hereby  empowered  to  impress  them,  givmii  sixteen  shil- 
lings per  day  for  each  ox  teainwiili  drivers,  (say  lour  oxen) 
and  twelve  shiUings  per  day  for  each  wauon  and  iiorscs, 
and  drivers,  they  tmding  themselves,  to  carry  the  same  to 
the  first  town  in  Connecticut  on  the  road  leading  to  .Mid- 

dletown.  ,  .  , 

"I  am,  gentlemen,  xvith  respect, 

"  Your  very  huml)le  servt. 

"  By  order. 

"  To  Captains  Lawsence  and  Tcdob." 


A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Honble.  John  Hancock,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Continental  Congress,  was  read  and  approved 
of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt  : 

"  In  Committee  ok  .S.vketv,  ) 
"  i'ishkill,        Xuvr.  1776.  J 

"  Sm — The  Convention  received  the  honour  of  your 
favour  of  the  enclosing  the  resolutions  of  liie  Ho- 

nourable Continental  Congress  for  raising  fuur  baiialions 
in  this  State.  A  committee  of  Convention  iinnicUKUely 
repaired  to  the  armies  to  the  northward  and  at  Kind's 
Bridge,  to  inquire  into  the  characters  of  the  ollircrs  of  Uie 
New- York  battahons  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
that  an  arrangement  might  be  formed  accordmi;  to  the  r.mk 
and  military  abilities  of  the  respective  ofiiccrs.  The  loss 
at  that  juncture  of  the  fleet  on  Lake  Champlnm,  ihe  ap- 
prehension of  an  invasion  both  of  our  norihcrn  and  wes- 
tern frontiers,  and  the  necessity  of  vigorous  eilbrts  to  sup- 
press domestic  insurrection,  urses  forward  the  militia  of 
this  State  ;  and  to  supply  both  ihcm  and  the  garrison  at 
Ticonderoga  with  provisions,  oblige  us  to  detain  at  Alba- 
ny that  part  of  the  committee  which  was  appointed  to 
transact  the  business  to  the  nortliward.  It  was  with  great 
reluctance  we  consented  to  this  measure,  which  was  ne- 
cessarily productive  of  delaying  the  arrangement ;  but  the 
safety  of  the  army,  and  the  good  of  the  service  in  our 
opinion,  demanded  it.  Recruiting  otficers  were,  howev- 
er, immediately  appointed,  and  money  advanced  for  the 
bounty,  and  a  considerable  number  of  men  are  raised. 

"  The  committee  have  now  completed  the  arrangement 
which  we  have  the  honour  to  transmit ;  lliey  as.=ure  us 
that  it  is  formed  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  Honble. 
Congress  ;  that  they  have  consulted  the  genera!  oillcers  in 
the  respective  departments  where  the  troops  of  tliis  Stale 
were  stationed,  and  have  appointed  only  such  as  were  well 
recommended  for  their  honour  and  abilities  ;  and  we  flat- 
ter ourselves  that  they  will  do  credit  to  this  State,  and  be 
of  service  to  the  glorious  cause  in  which  we  arc  engaged. 

"  Col.  Nicholson's  regiment,  which  was  formed  m  Ca- 
nada by  General  Wooster,  consists  of  about  150  privates, 
wiiose  period  of  service  expires  next  spring  ;  they  have 
been  stationed  since  their  return  from  Canada,  at  the  Ger- 
man Flatts,  where  they  still  remain.  The  committee  in- 
form us  that  they  have  promoted  oniy  two  officers  of  that 
battalion  in  the  present  arrangement,  none  else  having  been 
recommended.  The  circumstances  of  Colo.  Uu  Bois's 
battalion  are  particularly  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the 
commillee  of  arrangement,  which  we  need  not  repeat. 
Another  battalion  we  think  may  be  raised,  as  too  many  of 
our  inhabitants  reduced  to  want  by  the  invasion  of  this 
Stale,  the  progress  of  the  enemy  and  their  cruel  devasta- 
tions, will  look  up  to  the  army  as  a  provision  for  their  dis- 
tressed families.  Add  to  this,  that  military  ardor  and  a  spi- 
rit of  resentment  increasing  in  proportion  to  the  injuries 
we  have  suffered,  several  young  gentlemen  of  fortune  wlio 
have  hitherto  remained  inactive,  are  disposed  to  enter  into 
the  service  of  iheir  country,  and  to  contribute  to  its  preser- 
vation and  independence. 

"  From  these  considerations,  we  earnestly  request  the 
Honble.  Congress  to  grant  us  permission  to  raise  a  5th  bat- 
talion, to  be  commanded  by  Col.  D.  Bois,  of  whose  cou- 
rage and  military  talents  we  have  a  high  opinion.  The 
commillee  of  arrangement  sensible  how  much  the  Ameri- 
can army  have  suffered  for  want  of  discipline,  have  strong- 
ly recommended  the  necessity  of  appointing  an  aid-major 
for  each  of  the  New- York  battalions,  to  be  paid  by  this 
Slate  ;  the  reason  assigned  by  them  for  this  measure,  ap- 
pears to  us  so  cogent  that  we  shall  cheerfully  consent  to 
the  expense,  if  it  meets  with  the  approbation  of  Con- 
gress." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Vice-President,  and  transmitted. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  General  Washington,  in  answer  to 
his  letter  of  the  16th  inst.  was  read  and  approved  of,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  that  is  to  say  ; 
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"  Committee  of  Safety, 

"  iVoir.  '23id,  1770. 


 The  Committee  of  Safety  have  the  honour  of 

f''f;xcellency's  letter  of  the  16lh  iiist.  wliicli  was  im- 
nieJia'cly  referred  to  the  committee  for  arranciiig  the  otH- 
cef»  to  serve  in  the  four  battalions  to  be  raised  in  tliis 
State. 

"  The  Committee  are  extremely  liappy  to  find  that  the 
measure  adopted  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  for 
augmenting  the  pay  of  their  troops,  has  been  reprobated 
by  the  General  Congress,  as  sucii  a  precedent  must  either 
have  produced  among  the  otiier  troops  a  discontent  and 
jealousy  which  might  have  been  attended  with  the  most 
fatal  consequences,  or  have  reduced  the  Representatives 
of  this  Slate  to  impose  further  burthens  on  their  constitu- 
ents, many  of  whom  are  already  impoverislied  by  the  ha- 
voc and  destruction  of  the  present  campaign.  It  is  with 
equal  pleasure  that  they  have  perused  the  alteration  in  the 
mode  of  enlistment,  which  will  in  all  probability  tend  to 
cipedite  the  completing  of  the  levies. 

"  We  are  informed  by  the  committee  of  arrangement 
lliat  they  have  made  these  resolutions  of  the  General  Con- 
gress a  part  of  their  instructions  to  their  recruiting  offi- 
cers. 

"  The  Committee  coincide  in  opinion  with  your  Excel- 
lency, that  the  welfare  of  the  United  States  is  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  expeditious  raising  of  the  new  army,  and 
they  lament  the  cruel  necessity  which  has  prevented  the 
arrangement  from  being  completed  with  tlie  despatch  the)- 
wished.  JIany  causes  have  conspired  to  occasion  this  de- 
lay, which  it  may  not  be  unnecessary  to  submit  to  your  Ex- 
cellency's consideration. 

"  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress, of  inst.  two  committees  were  appointed  by  the 
Convention  of  this  State  ;  the  one  to  repair  to  the  norilicrn, 
and  the  other  to  the  southern  armv,  in  order  to  confer  with 
the  general  ofEcers  concerning  the  characters  of  each  of 
the  officers  as  were  fit  to  be  employed  on  the  new  esta- 
blishment. Soon  after  their  departure  from  this  place,  an 
account  was  received  of  the  destruction  of  our  tlcet  on 
l>ake  Champlain ;  in  consequence  of  which  it  became  ne- 
ccjsary  to  appoint  a  committee  to  cooperate  with  (General 
Schuyler  in  calling  for  the  militia,  in  furnishing  provisions 
lo  the  northern  army,  and  in  curbing  the  attempts  of  our 
internal  enemies  on  the  frontiers,  and  to  add  to  this  com- 
mittee the  gentlemen  who  composed  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangement. 

*'  On  their  arrival  at  Albany,  a  large  field  of  business 
was  opened  to  their  view,  which  necessarily  detained  them 
for  a  much  longer  lime  than  was  expected.  To  this  cause, 
and  to  the  extreme  difficulty  which  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangement found  in  discharging  their  trust  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  give  least  disgust  possible  to  such  officers  of  me- 
rit, who,  from  the  reduction  of  the  quota  of  troops  to  be 
raised  in  this  State,  must  necessarily  be  unprovided  for, 
may  be  imputed  the  delay  of  the  arrangement. 

"  I  have  now  the  honour  of  transmiuins  to  your  Excel- 
lency a  copy  of  the  arrangement  of  the  four  battalions  to 
be  raised  by  this  State,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  report  of 
the  committee  of  arrangement  to  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
which  has  been  considered  and  approved  of. 

"The  Committee  of  Safety,  agreeing  in  opinion  with 
the  committee  of  arrangement,  that  another  battalion  may 
be  raised  in  this  State  with  advaniaae  to  the  public  cause, 
and  that  the  appointment  of  a  supplemental  officer,  called 
an  aid-major,  to  each  battalion,  at  the  expense  of  this 
Stale,  will  tend  to  perfect  the  troops  in  their  discipline, 
have  directed  me  to  request  your  Excellency's  interposi- 
tion with  the  General  Congress  in  gelling  tiicse  measures 
approved  of,  should  the  reasons  urged  by  the  committee  of 
arrangement  appear  satisfactory  with  respect  to  the  ar- 
rangement. 

"  We  have  only  to  observe,  that  we  have  been  assured 
by  the  committee  of  arrangement,  that  they  have  taken 


infinite  pains  in  forming  it,  and  that  they  entertain  no 
doubt  but  that  the  troops  under,  the  command  of  ihe  offi. 
cers  by  them  appointed,  will  serve  with  credit  to  them- 
selves, with  honour  to  this  Stale,  and  with  advaiita-c  to 
the  great  cause  in  whicii  ihc  United  Slates  are  at  present 
engaged. 

"  Your  Excellency  is  deservedly  entitled  to  i),c  thanks 
of  this  Committee  lor  your  readiness  to  atlvancr  the  quota 
of  bounty  necessary  for  the  enlistment  of  our  battalions  • 
but  as  a  sum  of  money  has  been  appropriated  liv  the  Con' 
vention  for  that  purpose,  and  is  now  remitted  to  ■'the  i. roper 
officers,  we  shall  have  no  occasion  to  accept  of  ilns  pro- 
posal. 

"  The  delicacy  w^hich  your  Excellency  has  ever  obsr  rv- 
ed  with  respect  to  the  civil  power  of  this  State,  merus 
their  warmest  acknowledgments,  and  will  always  mdnco 
them  the  more  cheerfully  and  strenuously  to  cou'-.craie 


cem- 


with  your  Excellency  in  every  measure  that  may  be  d 
ed  conducive  to  the  public  weal. 

"  The  committee  are  sorry  to  hear  of  the  reduction  of 
Mount  Washington,  and  feel  deeply  for  the  loss  of  the 
gallant  officers  and  soldiers  who  perished  in  its  defence  or 
who  are  now  captives. 

"  They  trust,  however,  that  the  minds  of  the  Represen- 
tatives of  this  State  can  bear  with  fortitude  this  hcavv  blow 
and  even  other  calamities  of  greater  weight ;  and  that  under 
the  influence  of  the  councils  of  the  General  Coiicress  and 
the  auspices  of  your  command,  the  liberties  of  the  United 
States  will  at  length  be  established  on  a  wise  and  firm 
basis. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Welsh,  who  commands  a  detach- 
ment of  the  New-Hampshire  militia,  which  is  stationed  at 
this  place,  has  informed  the  committee  that  the  term  of  en- 
listment of  the  men  under  his  command  expires  on  th.e  first 
of  December,  and  begs  to  know  whether  it  is  your  Excel- 
lency's pleasure  that  they  should  return  home  or  wait  fur- 
ther orders. 

"  The  committee  for  detecting  conspiracies  in  this  State 
have  made  such  progress  lately  in  removing  the  disaffected, 
that  we  shall  not  want  their  longer  .stay  at  this  place  unless 
some  event  at  present  unforeseen  should  happen. 

"  We  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  as  the 
Convention  of  this  State  have  no  occasion  for  the  services 
of  the  Continental  troop  of  horse  which  your  Excellency 
stationed  here  under  their  direction,  and  as  they  necessarily 
consume  a  great  deal  of  forage  which  might  otherwise  be 
spared  for  the  use  of  the  army,  we  submit  to  your  Excel- 
lency's discretion  the  propriety  of  removing  them. 
"  W'e  have  the  honor  to  be, 

"  Your  Excellency's  most  obedt. 
,  "  And  very  humble  servts. 

"  By  order. 
"  To  His  Excellency  Genl.  Geo.  AVashingto.s." 


,    .     DIE  LUN^,  9  HO.  A.  M, 

25(k  Novr.  1776. 
The  Commit' ee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— P.  Van  Cortlandt,  V.  President. 
Mr.  Duane,  R.  Harper — New-York. 
Mr.  Ncwkirk — Tryon. 

Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Ailgate,  Mr.  Cuylcr,  Mr.  R.  Yales — 'llbany. 
Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  L'hommecllen,  Mr.  Miller— Si/Jb/fc. 
Major  Webster — Charlotte. 
Major  I.ockwood —  Westchester. 
Mr.  Wisncr — Oranse. 

Major  Flores  Bancker,  in  behalf  of  Colonel  Johannes 
Snyder  and  the  officers  of  his  regiment,  presented  to  the 
Committee  a  number  of  cpieries,  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  queries  be  referred  to  Mr. 
L'hommedieu  and  Mr.  to  report  tliereon. 
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Die  LvfiJE,  P.  M.  4  ho.  Novr.  25th,  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — P.  Van  Cortlandt,  i'.  Fresidciil. 
Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Dunscomb — -Vcu-.l'orfc. 

Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  R.  Yates,  Mr.  AJijate,  Mr.  Cayler—Jtbany. 

Mr.  \V.  Smith,  Mr.  L'hommedieu,  Mr.  Miller— Su/o/fc. 

Mr.  Lockwood — Westchester. 

Mr.  New  kirk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 

Mr.  yVisaei— Charlotte. 

Mr.  L'hommedieu,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  queries  presented  by  Flores  Bancker  liiis  morn- 
ing, made  a  report  whicii  was  approved  of  and  agreed  to 
in  the  words  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

Major  Flores  Bancker,  in  behaff  of  Colonel  Johannes 
Snyder  and  sundry  of  tlie  olKccrs  iii  his  regiment,  present- 
ed a  number  of  queries  in  writing  to  this  committee,  where- 
upon tlie  commiitee  come  to  the  following  determinations  : 
As  to  the  first  and  second  queries, 

Resolved,  That  the  deputy  treasurer  of  tliis  State  be 
appointed  to  pay  the  said  regiment  speedily  before  tliey 
leave  the  service. 

As  to  the  third  and  fourth  queries. 

Resolved,  That  each  captain  make  and  return  a  muster 
roll  of  his  company  to  Colonel  Snyder,  and  subscribe  an 
affidavit,  to  be  endorsed  thereon  and  sworn  to  lieforc  the 
said  colonel,  that  the  same  contains  a  true  and  faithful  list 
of  the  deponent's  company  in  Colonel  Snyder's  regiment. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  rolls  be  made  out  in  common 
form  by  the  captains  of  the  companies  respectively  and  at- 
tested on  oath  before  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regi- 
ment in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

I  do  solemnly  swear  on  the  Holy  Evangelist  of  Almigh- 
ty God,  that  the  within  roll  by  me  subscribed,  is  a  just  and 
true  roll  of  my  company,  and  that  each  of  the  otHcers  and 
privates  in  the  said  roll  named,  have  been  in  service  in  the 
respective  stations  therein  mentioned  at  the  fortifications  in 
the  Highlands,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Re- 
presentatives of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New- York, 
of  the  seventh  of  September  last ;  and  that  the  time  char;icd 
for  each  person  respectively  is  the  just  and  true  time  of  his 
service,  including  one  day  for  every  twenty  miles  such 
person  has  marched  from  his  house  or  home  to  the  said 
fortifications  ;  and  that  the  sums  charged  in  the  said  roll 
for  pay  and  subsistence,  are  justly  and  truly  charged,  and 
are  justly  due  and  owing  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  the 
company  herein  named. 

As  to  the  fifth  query,  a  provision  is  made  by  a  resolution 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  this  day,  to  which  you  are  re- 
ferred. 

As  to  the  sixth  and  seventh  queries. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  officers  are  entitled  to  Continental 
rations  from  the  time  of  their  march  to  their  return,  and 
the  deputy  treasurer  will  pay  the  money  for  those  rations 
they  have  not  or  shall  not  receive. 

As  to  the  pay  of  the  officers. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  commence  from  the  time  of 
their  march  and  continue  to  the  time  ot  their  return. 

Resolved,  That  those  who  shall  continue  in  service 
agreeable  to  the  resolutions  above  referred  to,  instead  of 
one  penny,  shall  be  allowed  two  pence  IS'cw- York  money 
per  mile  for  their  travelling  expenses  home. 

Certain  resolutions  reported  by  Mr.  Duane,  for  continu- 
ing General  Scott's  brigade  and  Colonel  Snyder's  regi- 
ment in  service  one  month  longer,  was  read  and  agreed  to, 
and  is  in  tlie  following  words,  vizt  : 

Whereas  the  period  of  service  of  the  brigade  of  militia 
of  this  State,  under  the  command  of  Bnsadier-General 
Scott,  as  well  as  that  of  the  detachment  of  militia  stationed 
in  the  forts  in  the  Highlands,  commanded  by  Coluncl  Sny- 
der, will  soon  expire  :  And  whereas  from  tlie  invasion  of 
this  Sute  in  different  parts,  and  the  measures  necessary  for 
its  protection  and  security,  an  unavoidable  delay  has  been 
ISO 
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occasioned  in  the  enlisting  and  raising  the  four  battalions 
of  troops  in  this  State,  for  the  Continental  service  :  And 
WHERE.\s  our  merciless  enemy,  who  have  laid  waste  with 
unrelenting  fury,  such  parts  of  this  Slate  as  unhappily  be- 
came a  prey  to  their  vengeance  and  rapacity,  have  'been 
encouraged  by  a  season  unconnuonly  favourable,  antl  the 
hopes  of  the  diminution  of  the  Continental  forces,  and  the 
militia,  on  account  of  the  expiration  of  their  times  of  ser- 
■vice  to  protect  their  military  operations,  and  to  proceed  in 
spreading  ruin  and  desolation  throughout  such  parts  of  this 
injured  country  as  they  find  defenceless  and  exposed  to  their 
barbarous  incursions,  and  the  farther  services  of  the  said  bri- 
gade and  detachment  of  militia  being  from  these  important 
considerations  indispensable  ;  and  for  as  much  as  from  the 
present  motions  of  the  enemy,  it  is  highly  probable  tliat  all 
the  militia  of  this  State  will  speedily  be  called  fortli  into 
actual  service  :    This  Committee  of  Safety  do  therefore 

Resolve,  That  in  their  opinion  the  said  brigade  and  de- 
tachment of  militia  ought  to  coniinue  in  service  until  the 
last  day  of  December,  (unless  from  the  situation  of  the 
enemy  they  can  sooner  be  discharged  with  safety,)  on  the 
same  pay  and  rations  which  have  hitherto  been  claimed 
and  provided  for  them. 

And  this  committee  are  persuaded  that  when  thev  sin- 
cerely reflect  on  the  situation  of  their  blcedirg  country, 
the  miseries  to  which  their  friends  and  families  must  be 
exposed  by  the  further  progress  of  their  inhuman  enemy, 
and  the  disgrace  of  deserting  the  service  at  so  critical  a 
period  ;  when  they  consider  that  their  retiring  can  procure 
them  but  a  few  days  of  ease,  inglorious  to  the  enjoyment 
and  hitter  in  reflection,  since  it  must  invite  their  inveterate 
foes  to  pursue  and  seek  them  out  in  their  very  habitations; 
when  they  remember  the  righteous  cause  in  which  they  are 
engaged  in  common  with  a  whole  Continent,  and  the  inesti- 
mable value  of  the  blessings  of  frectiom  and  security,  for 
which  thev  contend  ;  and  when  finally  they  contemplate 
the  glory  which  must  be  acquired  in  bravely  defending  th.eir 
country  atrainst  the  hand  of  tyranny  and  oppression  ;  their 
fathers,  their  families,  their  relations  and  their  Iriends  from 
rapine,  plunder  and  slaughter,  and  their  families  from  in- 
dignities worse  than  death — from  motives  so  powerful  ; 
from  every  argument  of  interest,  honour,  duty  and  self- 
preservation,  as  well  as  from  past  experience  of  their  cou- 
rage and  patriotism — the  committee  entertains  not  the 
least  doubt,  but  that  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  said 
brigade  and  detachment  of  the  militia  will,  with  the  utmost 
cheerfulness  and  alacrity,  comply  vj'nh  the  resolve,  and 
continue  to  exert  and  disting\iisli  themselves  as  brave,  stea- 
dy and  virtuous  citizens  and  soldiers,  and  thus  recommend 
themselves  to  the  protection  of  heaven,  and  the  regard  and 
gratitude  of  their  distressed  country. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  resolution  be  immediately 
transmitted  to  General  James  Clinton  and  General  Scott, 
and  that  the  same  be  published  at  the  head  of  every  regi- 
ment in  General  Scott's  brigade,  and  of  every  company  of 
the  detachment  commanded  by  Colonel  Snyder. 


TUESDAY  MORNING, 
.  :  Novr.  26th,  1776. 

The  Committee  met. 

Present— Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Ficc-Prcjufcni. 

Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate — llbany. 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Lockwood — Westchester. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  L'hommedieu,  Mr.  MMet—SuJfolk. 

Mr.  Webster— CAar/o</e.  ,. 

Mr.  ConliDc—Ulsler. 

Mr.  Newkirk— Tn/on. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Col.  Allison— Oranje. 

As  Colonel  Philip  Van  Cortlandt  is  at  present  at  Ticon- 
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I     .J  and  not  soon  expected,  and  the  raising  of  the  troops 

-"tiicrcby  be  retarded,  liierefore, 
^^hfiolfnd.  That  the  sum  of  llirec  tliousand  pounds  or- 
Jcfed  on  the  2lst  inst.  to  be  paid  to  him,  be  paid  to  his 
Jicutcnant,  Colonel  Fredk.  W  iescnfels,  for  tlie  purposes 
and  under  tiie  restrictions  mentioned  in  tlie  said  order  ; 
ihc  Treasurer  deducting  out  of  the  said  money  the  sums  he 
has  advanced  for  recruiting,  to  any  of  tiie  officers  belong- 
ing to  ihe  second  bailulion. 

The  defence  of  Hudson's  river  being  not  only  absolutely 
necessary  for  tlie  security  of  this  Stale,  but  also  for  the  de- 
fence of  die  United  American  States,  and  keeping  up  a 
communication  between  the  eastern  and  southern  States, 

Resolved,  That  the  commiiiee  heretofore  appointed  to 
obstruct  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river,  or  any  three  of 
them,  be  directed  to  report  some  form  of  a  plan  for  per- 
fecting the  same,  with  all  convenient  speed. 

A  letter  from  Augustine  Lawrence  and  Samuel  Tudor, 
dated  at  I'oughkeepsie,  the  2otli  inst.  relative  to  the  re- 
moving of  the  ships  at  Poiighkeepsie  was  read. 

Ordered,  Tliat  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Piatt, 
4Ir.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Mr.  Ciiyler,  and  the  other  members 
of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  last  for  that  pur- 

pose. 

A  letter  from  Linde  Lord,  Esqr.  dated  at  on  the 

25th  inst.  relative  to  Mr.  Mathews  and  the  Youngs'  escape. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  con- 
fpiracies  to  report  thereon. 

A  letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johannes  Hardenburgh, 
dated  at  camp,  near  Peekskill,  was  read ;  he  informs  that  a 
parcel  ol  arms,  cartoucli-boxes  and  belts  were  delivered  to 
nim  for  the  use  of  his  regiment,  and  requesting  directions 
to  whom  to  deliver  the  said  arms  and  accoutrements.  Re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Duane  to  report  a  draft  of  an  answer  giving 
proper  directions. 

The  petition  of  Alexander  Stewart,  a  prisoner,  praying 
for  the  allowance  of  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  the  case  of  Mct- 
calf,  a  midshipman,  slated  by  Mr.  McKesson,  was  referred 
lo  .Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Dunscomb  and  Mr.  Miller. 

The  Committee  of  Safely  were  informed  that  Lieut. 
Colnnel  Welsh  has  placed  several  sick  in  the  house  where 
William  Barnes  and  iwo  oiher  poor  families  now  reside  ; 
lli.H  it  is  necessary  that  some  hospital  be  provided  for  his 
•ick  ;  and  no  place  being  considered  so  proper  for  an  hos- 
pital as  the  said  house, 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Tlieodorus  Bratt  do  provide  hou- 
ses or  proper  places  for  the  said  families,  and  carriijgcs  to 
remove  the  said  three  families,  that  the  said  house  may  be 
used  as  an  huspual. 

The  Commiiiee  of  Safety  were  further  informed  that 
part  of  a  icgimcnt  of  Connecticut  troops  are  arrived  here 
from  Hackcnsack,  many  of  them  sick,  and  the  whole  des- 
titute of  provisions. 

Ordered,  That  ^fr.  L'hommedicu  and  Major  Lockwood 
be  a  commitlec  to  iiKjuire  into  the  cause  of  the  said  Con- 
necticut troops,  and  if  Colonel  Welsh  shall  refuse  to  take 
charge  of  tlicm,  then  in  trive  proper  orders  for  their  relief. 

A  pay  roll  and  a  sub? istcnce  roll  of  Capt.  Jacob  Rutzen 
De  Witt's  company  of  rangers,  raised  in  Ulster  county, 
were  delivered  in  for  payment. 

^  Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  for  examination  to  Mr. 
Newkirk  and  Mr.  Contine. 

A  bill  of  credit  of  Rhode-Island,  altered  and  changed, 
80  as  lo  appear  to  be  of  a  greater  value  than  that  for  which 
it  was  issued,  viz  :  appearing  to  be  a  bill  of  twenty  shil- 
lings lawful,  when  in  fact  it  is  a  bill  of  one  shilling  lawful, 
was  laid  before  the  Committee  of  Safely  ;  and  the  Com- 
initee  of  Safely  were  informed  that  one  Gilchrist,  a  soldier 
in  Capt.  William  Jackson's  company  at  Fort  Constitution, 
had  passed  the  said  bill  to  the  wife  of  Isaac  Schulis,  at 
New^-Windsor,  for  twenty  shillings  lawful,  and  refused  to 
receive  the  said  bill  and  repay  the  money  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  commanding  officer  at  Yon  Cnnsli- 
tulion,  send  the  said  Gilchrist  to  the  chairmati  of  the  com- 


mittee of  Ulster  county  ;  that  the  said  chairman  take  a!! 
proper  examinations  in  the  premises;  and  if  it  sliall  appear 
to  him  that  the  said  Gilchrist  knew  or  had  reason  tn  heheve 
that  the  said  bill  of  credit  was  altered,  ami  not  of  the  value 
ot  twenty  shillings  lawful  money,  that  he  cause  him  to 
be  committed  to  the  jail  of  Ulster  county,  there  to  be  kept 
in  safe  custody,  until  he  shall  be  thence  delivered  by'due 
course  of  law. 

Whereas,  There  are  several  accounts  due  fr(.in  this 
Slate  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Coniicciinit.  i,n  ic- 
count  of  expenses  accrued  by  reason  of  the  ri  iji  j\,d  tf 
stock,  and  the  poor  inhabitants  from  Long-Island  :  * 

Ordered,  That  be  a  cominiiicc  tu  ml'o'-t 

and  state  those  accounts,  together  with  the  namc^  ot"  per- 
sons bought  of,  the  quantity  of  stock  and  the  names  of  the 
persons  to  whom  ihcy  belonged,  together  with  ilio  j.l',rc 
of  their  present  residence,  and  report  the  same  to  the  Ciir.- 
venlion  of  this  State  as  soon  as  possible. 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  26th  Novr.  177G. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — P.  Van  Cortlamlt,  V.  Prcsl. 

Mr.  Duane,  jMr.  Dunscomb — New-York, 

Col.  Allison,  Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 

!\[r.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  R.  Yales,  Mr.  Cuyler— ./J/Jany. 

Mr.  Xcwkirk — Trijon. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  L'hommedieu,  Mr.  Miller— S«_^o/fe.  ./ 
Mr.  Contine — Ulster.  ,  , 

Mr.  Lockwood — Westchester.  .  ,,  , 

iVlajor  Vf ebslev— Charlotte. 

A  letter  from  Major-General  Heath,  of  the  25tli,  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  Genera!  Heath, 
with  the  thanks  of  this  Committee  for  his  altcnlion,  and 
that  Mr.  Duane  report  the  draft  of  such  letter. 

Mr.  Miller,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Alexander  Stewart,  and  the  case  of  Wm. 
Metcalf,  do  report,  tlial  the  said  Alexander  Stewart  was 
committed  to  the  keeper  of  the  jail  of  Westchester  county 
on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  July  last,  there  to  remain 
until  further  order  ;  that  about  the  twentieth  day  of  Octo- 
ber last,  the  said  Alexander  Stewart,  with  the  otiier  priso- 
ners wlio  were  in  that  jail,  were  sent  to  Fishkill  under 
guard,  where  the  said  Alexander  Stewart  lias  since  re- 
mained without  any  allowance  for  support  known  lo  your 
committee. 

That  the  said  William  Metcalf  after  he  was  taken  a  pri- 
soner of  war,  was  sent  lo  the  care  of  the  commiiiee  al 
Poundridge;  that  to  prevent  his  making  his  escape  from 
thence,  and  for  misbehaviour,  he  was  by  order  of  the  said 
committee  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  September  last,  com- 
mitted to  Westchester  jail,  IVom  whence  he  was  sent  to 
Fishkill  about  the  twentieth  of  October. 

That  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  an  allowance 
be  made  to  each  of  them,  the  said  Wm.  Metcalf  and  Al- 
exander Stewart,  of  the  like  rations  as  the  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  United  Stales,  from  the  twentieth  day  of  Oc- 
tober last,  that  .s  to  say,  in  money  at  the  rate  of  eight 
ninetieth  parts  of  a  dollar  per  ration,  or  in  provisions  at 
their  election. 

The  commitlec  appointed  lo  inquire  into  the  circumstan- 
ces of  that  part  of  Colonel  Bradley's  regiment  which  is  arriv- 
ed from  Hackcnsack  lo  this  place,  report  that  it  appears  th.at 
those  troops  being  near  Fort  Lee,  on  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  they  were  directed  lo  retire  out  of  their  reach  and 
join  the  first  or  nearest  corps  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States  ;  that  some  of  them  arc  fit  for  duty,  but  that  a  num- 
ber of  them  are  sick. 

Ordered,  That  the  lieutenant  bn  desired  immediately 
to  repair  to  Peekskill  with  tliuse  lit  for  duly,  and  apply  to 
lo  Colonel  Heath.  Thai  Doctor  Graham  lake  care  of  the 
sick  at  Continental  expense  iiulil  Gcnetal  Heath  shall  send 
a  physician  lo  take  charge  of  them,  or  give  directions  con- 
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cerning  them,  and  that  the  commissary  at  Fishkill  supply 
them  witli  provisions. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Robert  Livingston  be  requested  to 
repair  to  Peekskill  and  North  Castle,  to  confer  with  Ge- 
nerals Lee,  Heath  and  Clinton,  on  the  situation  of  the 
enemy  within  this  State  ;  the  passes  necessary  -to  be  se- 
cured on  both  sides  of  the  Highlands,  and  the  means  pro- 
per for  that  purpose ;  and  also  for  obstructing  the  Hudson's 
river  near  PoUepel's  island,  agreeable  to  tlie  plan  recom- 
mended by  General  Clinton. 

Resolved,  That  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river  be  ob- 
structed near  PoUepel's  island  at  the  nortiiren  entrance 
of  the  Highlands,  agreeable  to  the  plan  recommended  by 
General  James  Clinton,  and  that  the  Convention  of  this 
State  will  exert  every  measure  necessary  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

A  letter  from  John  Campbell  one  of  the  agents  of  the 
Quarter-Master-General,  dated  the  twenty-fifth  instant,  and 
directed  to  William  Duer,  Esqr.  was  read.  Information  is 
therein  contained  that  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  hay  to 
the  amount  of  thirty  or  forty  tons,  on  the  east  side  of  Van 
Cortlandt's  manor,  belonging  to  persons  who  have  gone 
over  to  the  enemy. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Duer  one  of  the  mem- 
bers, be  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  send  proper  persons 
to  take  the  said  hay,  and  have  the  same  valued  and  deli- 
vered for  the  use  of  the  Continental  army,  and  that  the 
price  of  the  said  hay  at  its  full  value  be  deposited  in  the 
'I'reasury  of  this  State,  reserving  so  much  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  support  of  the  present  stock  on  each  farm  ; 
and  if  there  shall  be  on  any  such  farm  a  larger  stock  of  cat- 
tle than  is  necessary  for  the  support  of  tlie  families  of  such 
persons  who  have  so  gone  over  to  the  enemy  ;  that  the  parts 
of  the  said  stock  as  is  not  necessary  for  the  support  of  each 
such  family  be  together  with  such  hay,  apprised  by  three 
respectable  freeholders  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  sold  to 
the  best  advantage,  and  the  amount  of  the  sales  thereof  de- 
posited in  the  treasury  of  this  State. 


WEDNESDAY,  a.  m. 

November  27th,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pkesent — p.  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  Vice-Prest. 

Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Rutgers — NcivYork. 

Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 

Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.Adgate— ^/ftony. 
Col.  Allison — Orange. 
"  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  W.  SmWh.— Suffolk. 
Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Lockwood — Westchester. 
Mr.  Contine— r/sfer. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  V\a\.1— Dutches. 
Major  Webster,  Mr.  Duer — Charlotte. 

' '  A  letter  from  General  Scott,  dated  the  26th  inst.  was 
received  and  read,  and  is  as  follows,  vizt : 

"  Haverstraw,  Novr.  26th,  1776 

"  Sir — Upon  some  alarming  accounts  from  Colonel 
Hay  of  a  probability  that  the  enemy  would  attempt  a  land- 
ing from  their  shipping,  and  of  the  defenceless  stale  of  the 
conntry,  as  well  as  the  danger  that  many  well  wishers 
would  be  reduced  by  fear  to  a  submission,  General  Heath 
thought  proper  to  send  me  over  with  my  brigade.  Upon  my 
arrival  here  I  heard  a  distinct  firing,  supposed  to  be  at 
Acquacknock,  where  I  am  assured  our  army  was  determin- 
ed to  engage  the  enemy  this  day.  I  am  told  firing  began 
early  this  morning.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  commuicale  some- 
thing agreeable  to  you,  which  if  in  my  power,  I  sliall  not 
fail  to  do  by  express. 

"The  sole  design  of  this  letter  is  most  earnestly  to  re- 
quest the  interposition  of  Convention  to  prevent  the  dis- 
banding of  my  brigade  on  Sunday  next.  I  liave  sent  an 
express  to  General  Heath,  with  a  request  to  send  me  two 


more  regiments  and  a  field  piece  or  two.  But  what  will 
that  succour  avail  if  the  service  is  to  last  only  till  Sunday. 
1  hope  my  request  will  not  be  inipuiod  to  uitcrcbted  mo- 
tives, wiien  I  assure  you  of  my  desire  to  serve  my  conntrv 
one  month  longer  without  pay.  I  ilaitcr  mysell  the  ollicer's 
will  be  ashamed  to  refuse  their  service.  It'  our  Cunvcntion 
would  think  proper  to  furnish  me  with  a  bounty  l'>r  ilie 
men,  I  think  I  can  hold  them.  You  cannot  tlimlv,  sir,  ol 
what  infinite  conse(|uencc  it  will  be  to  this  pun  u;c 
country.  Without  some  proper  support,  if  our  tm.ips  l-> 
low  should  not  succeed,  the  country  below  the  m. .iiiii  iins 
must  submit  to  the  enemy.  If  my  views  can  bi;  srcoiuk'd 
by  Convention,  and  General  Heath  should  comply  wttii  my 
requisition,  I  flatter  myself  that  with  the  mihtia  ui  the 
county,  numbers  of  whom  I  am  sure  will  join  mu,  li  we 
countenance  those  by  some  suitable  support,  I  mav  t.ii; 
on  the  rear  of  the  enemy  with  two  thousand  men.  Vm 
may  easily  judge  that  if  General  Washington  kfcps  them 
well  employed  in  front,  the  expedient  1  propose  mav  be 
successtul ;  at  least,  if  I  can  be  strengtliened,  I  am  deter- 
mined to  risk  it  if  I  should  fall  in  the  attempt. 

"  In  short,  sir,  our  cunctandos  have  put  me  out  of  all 
patience.  Let  mc  not  forget  to  tell  you  tliat  llmty  men 
were  enlisted  last  Sunday  into  the  enemy's  service  ;  and 
can  vou  think,  sir,  that  two  lliousand  men  marched  south- 
ward from  this,  would  not  check  the  growing  miscliicf  ! 
Be  pleased,  sir,  to  make  my  respectful  comphmciits  accep- 
table to  Convention  ;  assure  them  of  my  readiness  to  oij-y 
all  their  commands;  reward  the  expresses,  (I  keejj  no  ac- 
count with  the  public,)  and  believe  me  to  be,  sir,  wiiti  un- 
dissembled  respect  and  esteem, 

Your's  and  the  public's,  most  devotedly, 

"JOHN  MORIN  SCOTT. 

"  To  tlie  President  of  the  Honble.  Convention, 

Stale  of  New-York." 

A  letter  from  General  Heath,  dated  yesterday,  and  ap- 
pearing to  be  wrote  in  the  afternoon,  was  read,  and  is  in 
the  following  words,  vizt ; 

"Peekskill,  Novr.itilh,  I7~ti. 

"  Sir — The  lime  to  which  the  several  regimer.is  ui  Ge- 
neral Scott's  brigade  stand  engaged,  expires  on  Saturday 
next,  as  does  that  of  part  of  the  garrison  at  iorts  Montgo- 
mery and  Constitution,  and  Colonel  Tache's  reauncnt  ot 
militia  from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  which  is  now 
at  this  post.  I  also  expect  that  part  of  the  other  troops  now 
here  will  be  ordered  to  march  southward.  Should  this  be 
the  case,  a  pass  of  vast  importance,  and  now  enhanced  by 
the  loss  of  Fort  Lee,  and  the  enemy  having  the  entire  pos- 
session of  the  river  up  to  the  forts,  will,  I  think,  be  ranch 
exposed.  I  think  it  iriy  duty,  therefore,  to  give  you  ihi; 
hint,  tliat  if  His  Excellency  General  Washington  has  not 
wrote  to  the  Honble.  Convention  on  the  subject,  such  mea- 
sures may  be  adopted  as  the  Honourable  Convention  may 
think  proper.  I  think  that  if  the  several  regiments,  whose 
time  is  nearly  expired,  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  continue 
a  little  longer,  it  would  greatly  promote  the  service  ;  but 
of  this  I  despair,  having  been  too  often  convinced  that  it  is 
hard  to  persuade  them. 

"  If  any  of  •.lie  before  mentioned  troops  have  rcreivcd^ 
arms,  accoutrements  or  ammunitions  from  the  Siate  ot 
New-York,  I  submit  it  to  you  whether  it  would  not  be  ex- 
pedient to  appoint  some  person  or  persons  to  leeeivc  tliem 
from  the  soldiery. 

"  I  have  not  received  any  thing  lately  from  the  somlnvard 
either  particular  or  interesting. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  respect  and  esteem, 

"  Your  most  obt.  and  very  libit,  servt. 

"  W.  HE.VTH. 

"  Honble.  P.  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr." 

Committed  to  Mr.  Uuano,  to  be  answered  with  General 
IIcn-tlTs  other  letters. 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  the  lOtli  instant, 
with  respect  to  iron  stove  doors  and  latciies,  &c.  was  read. 


Jl-Jfll  V 

■-ii!;r'.- 


■ ;  .  1 1 ; ,  V .   ,  1 1 


1     ;    '  ! 


; 


.r.-i-...  . : 
'  j  V!!..  ■;,!■ ' ',  . 

I  -^.J  /■: 


1W 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 
That  Mr.  Samuel  Patrick  be  requested  to  have 


*  *        niid  liinees  for  the  doors  of  tliose  stoves,  made 

.;  (.  rwarded  with  the  stoves. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Ducr, 

flesoU  eil,  That  the  llianks  of  llie  Representatives  of  this 
<-i:e  b«  given  to  Brigadier-General  Scott,  for  his  patriotic 
lief  of  continuing  in  service  for  the  space  of  one  month 
without  any  pay,  in  order  to  stop  the  ravages  of  a  cruel 

^'^Kfsolied,  That  Brigadier-General  Scott  be  authorized 
requested  to  continue  in  service  for  the  space  of  one 
nu>ntii,  and  that  he  be  entitled  to  the  same  appointments 
with  the  other  brigadier-generals  in  the  Continental  service. 

Hrsolved,  Tliat  the  thanks  of  the  Representatives  of  this 
Suic  be  given  to  the  officers  and  men  of  General  Scott's 
ic'iiucnt,  for  the  spirit,  alacrity  and  perseverance  which 
i!irv  tiiTC  exercised  in  the  defence  of  their  injured  and  in- 
%»J--d  county. 

K'jo/iei/,'  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  be 
fucn  as  a  gratuity  unto  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
J  ruiifs  enlisted  in  this  State,  who  at  present  compose  Gc- 
nrri!  Scott's  brigade  ;  and  Genl.  Scott  and  the  officers  of 
til'-  Ncw-Vork  regiments  in  his  brigade,  are  requested  to 
ti-»[-<»c  of  the  same  in  such  a  manner  as  they  shall  deem 
Biofii  equitable  and  advantageous  to  the  public  interest. 

Hrsoh  ed,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  transmit  the 
md  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  to  General  Scott,  taking 
Ins  receipt  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Jav  dis.icnling  to  the  granting  and  the  order  for  the 
money. 

.Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  moved  sundry  resolutions  re- 
Ittire  to  obstructing  the  navisration  of  Hudson's  river,  and 
«!i.;.aging  General  Schuyler  in  that  service. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr. 
Jiy,  Mr.  Piatt  and  Jlr.  Robert  Yates,  be  a  committee  to 
cc.nsider  the  proposed  resolutions,  and  report  thereon  at  5 
e'l-lock  this  afternoon. 

5  ho.  P.  M.  November  21th,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

I'li.tirr— p.  Van  Corllandt,  Esqr.  V.  Prest. 
Vr  I^aKorab,  jMr.  Duane — New-York. 
Mi,-.*  IxxVirood — Westchester. 

Mr  A  \«i<-«,  .Mr.  AJgate,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  R.  Yates — Albany. 
Mr  Nrwkiik,  Mr.  Moore — Tryon. 
Mr  W  Sraiih,  .Mr.  Miller— Su/o/fc. 
yU/cn  Wtbtlrr— CAar/o»€. 
Mr  CooLof  —  I7»(fr. 

R  R.  l.itin^>!on,  Kxjr.  Gil.  Livingston— DufcAes. 
Col.  Allison,  .Mr.  Wisner— Orange. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Linde  Ijord,  was  read  and  approved 
of,  and  IS  in  the  fcilowing  words  : 

**  Sir— Your  f.ivoiir  has  been  laid  before  the  Convention 
and  referred  to  a  rnnuniitee  ;  but  the  operations  of  the  ene- 
my at  tliis  critical  juncture  calling  for  the  utmost  attention 
and  exertions  of  this  State,  there  is  no  probability  that  it 
can  soon  be  reported  or  determined  upon.  We  therefore 
have  desired  the  express  to  return,  assuring  you  that  the 
first  opportunity  shall  be  embraced  to  give  you  a  satisfac- 
tory answer. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  mo.  obi.  servant. 

"  By  order." 

Ordered,  Tiiat  a  copy  be  engrossed,  signed  by  the  Pre- 
sident, and  transmuted. 

Mr.  Duane,  who  was  appointed  for  that  purpose,  report- 
ed a  draft  of  a  letter  to  Colonel  llardenbcrgh  ;  which  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  following  words  : 

"  Sir — Your  letter  of  the  23rd  inst.  has  been  laid  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  Safety,  who  have  desired  me  to  di- 
rect you,  that  as  soon  as  the  militia  shall  be  discharged  or 
leave  the  service,  you  carefully  secure  all  the  arms  in  your 
ballahon  belonging  to  this  State,  and  see  them  safely  ideli- 


vered  at  this  place.  Your  are,  for  this  purpose,  to  hire, 
and  if  not  otherwise  to  be  had,  to  impress  boats,  if  practi- 
cable to  bring  them  by  water,  otherwise  carriages  ;  the  ex- 
pense of  which  shall  be  defrayed  by  this  State.  1  am  fur- 
ther requested  to  direct  you  to  give  copies  of  tiiis  letter  to 
the  commanding  officers  of  such  of  the  battalions  as  have 
used  any  of  the  public  arms  beloncing  to  thi^  State  ;  aiul 
also  to  forward  a  copy  lo  General  Scott.  'I'his  ^s  imcnded 
as  a  general  direction  to  all  the  comrnandinir  officers  of 
such  regiments. 

"  1  am,  sir,  your  mo.  hble.  servant. 

"  By  order. 

"  Col.  Johannes  Hardenburgh."  • 

An  account  of  Ebenezer  Dayton,  for  going  express  on 
the  12lh  and  13lh  days  of  October  last,  to  recall  Gi  rani 
Bancker,  Esqr.  when  on  his  way  to  Philadelphia,  wn.<  ex- 
hibited. He  therein  charges  for  hire  of  a  fresh  horse  fer- 
riages, and  extraordinary  expense,  ISs. 

Ordered,  That  the  I'reasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  itie 
said  Ebenezer  Dayton,  on  his  receipt,  for  his  time,  servi- 
ces, and  all  his  expenses  and  disbursements  in  the  premises 
the  sum  of  three  pounds. 

A  pay  roll  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  of  Capt.  Jacob  Rulsen  D.  Wilt's  company  of  ran- 
gers, from  the  6lh  day  of  October  to  the  4th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, both  days  included,  was  laid  before  the  Conimittce. 
On  the  face  of  the  said  roll  is  endorsed  a  certificate,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  I  do  hereby  certify  on  the  oath  I  have  taken  before  the 
committee  of  the  county  of  Ulster,  lliat  the  pay  roll  is  just 
and  true. 

"  J.  R.  D.  WITT." 

Thereon  is  also  endorsed  a  certificate,  in  tlie  words  fol- 
lowing : 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  a  committee  tliis  day  appointed 
by  the  Committee  of  Safety  lo  audit  this  pay  roll,  do  licre- 
by  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  same,  and  allow  the 
sum  of  £184  16s.  Od.  to  be  paid  to  Jacob  R.  De  Wiit, 
therefor. 

"  MATHEW  CANTINE, 
"  BENJN.  NEWKIRK. 

"Novr.  26th,  J776." 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Capt. 
Andries  Rutsen  D.  Witt,  on  iiis  receipt,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty-four  pounds  sixteen  shillings,  in  full  i'or 
the  pay  of  Ids  company  from  the  sixth  day  of  October  last 
to  the  fourth  instant,  both  days  included. 

A  pay  roll,  in  lieu  of  rations  of  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates,  belonging  to  Capt.  Jacob  Kut- 
sen  D.  Witt's  company  of  rangers,  raised  and  embodied  m 
the  county  of  Ulster,  from  the  6ili  day  of  October  last  to 
the  4th  day  of  November  instant,  both  days  included,  was 
laid  before  the  Committee.  On  the  face  of  said  roll  is  en- 
dorsed a  certificate,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  I  do  hereby  certify  on  the  oath  I  have  taken  before  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  county  of  Ulster,  that 
this  subsistence  roll  is  just  and  true. 

"  J.  R.  D.  WITT. 

"  Novr.  2Ul,  1776." 

Thereon  is  also  endorsed  a  certificate  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  appointed  by  the  Committee  of 
Safety  to  audit  the  subsistence  roll,  do  hereby  certify  iliat 
we  have  examined  the  same,  and  allow  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  two 
pence  lo  be  due  to  Capt.  J.  R.  De  Witt  therefor. 

"  MATHEW  CANTINE, 
"BENJN.  NEWKIRK. 

"  A'onr.  26th,  1776." 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Capt 
Jacob  Rutsen  D.  Witt  the  sum  of  one  iiundred  and  thirty- 
five  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  two  pence,  in  full  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  said  company  of  rangers,  from  the  6th 
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day  of  October  last  to  the  4tli  day  of  November  inst.  both 
days  included. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  resolutions 
moved  by  R.  R.  Livingston  this  morning,  relative  to  llie 
obstructing  the  Hudson's  river,  reported  tiie  same,  wliicii 
were  read,  agreed  to  and  approved  of,  and  are  m  the  words 
[following,]  vizt : 

Whereas  tliis  Committee  did,  on  tiie  26th  inst.  resolve 
that  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river  should  be  obstructed 
near  Poleple's  island,  at  tlie  north  entrance  of  the  Higli- 
lands  :  And  whereas  the  termination  of  tlie  northern 
campaign  hath  probably  given  General  Schuyler  leisure  to 
attend  to  other  objects  of  public  use  and  importance  :  And 
WHEREAS  from  that  gentleman's  well  known  abilities  and 
activity,  as  well  as  from  the  advantages  resulting  from  his 
military  command,  there  is  the  greatest  reason  to  believe 
that  the  business  of  obstructing  the  navigation  of  the  said 
river  will  be  successfully  carried  on  and  completed  under 
his  direction : 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  immediately  written  to  Major- 
General  Schuyler,  informing  him  of  tlie  survey  that  lias 
been  taken  of  Hudson's  river  at  Poliple's  island,  and  re- 
questing him  to  take  on  iiimself  the  superintendence  and 
direction  of  such  works  as  he  may  think  necessary,  either 
there  or  elsewhere  for  the  security  of  Hudson's  river. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  be  engrossed  and  sent  to  Genl. 
Schuyler. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  Honble.  the 
Continental  Congress,  informing  them  of  llic  measures 
that  have  been  pursued  for  obstructing  Hudson's  river; 
suggesting  the  necessity  of  more  effectually  securing  the 
posts  and  passes  in  the  Highlands  ;  cmplo^-ing  the  car- 
penters, who  are  now  discharged  from  the  shipping,  in  pre- 
paring fire  ships  and  whatever  else  may  be  thought  neces- 
sary for  the  defence  of  the  river,  and  annoying  the  enemy 
on  their  passage  up  ;  and  requesting  liiat  they  will  be 
pleased  to  put  the  management  thereot  under  the  direction 
of  Major-Genl.  Schuyler,  whose  abilities,  knowledge  of 
the  country  and  military  command  will  give  liim  great  ad- 
vantages in  the  execution  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  His  E.icellency 
General  Washington,  enclosing  the  above  resolves,  and 
requesting  his  concurrence  therein. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  Generals  at  Peekskill  and  North  Castle  shall  not 
receive  sufficient  information  with  respect  to  the  number 
of  men  to  be  stationed  for  the  defence  of  the  passes  in  the 
Highlands,  that  in  that  case  he  be  instructed  to  write  to 
His  Excellency  General  Washington  and  obtain  the  ne- 
cessary information  from  him. 

An  inventory  of  personal  estate,  late  belonging  to  Thos. 
Barclay,  of  Ulster  county,  was  produced  to  tlic  Commit- 
tee of  Safety.  The  said  Thomas  Barclay  having  some 
months  since  gone  over  to  the  enemy  on  Nassau  island, 
and  the  hay,  forage  and  grain  on  the  farm,  late  in  liis  pos- 
session, (the  said  Thomas  Barclay,)  being  necessary  for 
the  support  of  the  American  army  ; 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  William  Duer,  Esqr.  be 
and  is  hereby  authorized  to  send  proper  persons  to  take  all 
the  hay,  forage  and  grain  on  the  said  farm,  except  so  much 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  family  and 
stock  to  remain  on  the  said  farm,  and  have  the  same  deli- 
vered for  the  use  of  tlie  Continental  army.  Tiiat  the  said 
hay,  forage  and  grain,  before  iis  removal,  be  valued  and 
appraised  by  James  Hunter,  Dirck  Roosa  and  James 
Howel,  who  are  hereby  appointed  and  authorized  to  ap- 
praise the  same  ;  that  llic  price  of  the  said  liay,  forage  and 
grain,  at  its  appraisement,  be  deposited  in  the  treasury  of 
this  State,  there  to  abide  the  future  order  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  Representatives  or  future  Legislature  of  this  State. 

Resolved  and  Ordered  further,  Tliat  all  the  stock  on 
the  said  farm,  except  so  much  as  the  commissioners  here- 
after named  may  judge  necessary  tor  the  support  of  the 
overseer,  his  family  and  the  slaves  on  tlie  said  farm,  be 
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sold  at  public  auction,  to  the  best  advantage,  by  James 
Hunter,  Dirck  Roosa  and  James  Howell,  who  are  iiercby 
appointed  commissioners  for  that  purpose,  and  directed  to 
return  to  the  said  Representatives  an  inventory  of  their 
appraisement  and  account  of  sales.  That  the  said  com- 
missioners give  public  notice,  by  advertisements  dispersed 
in  the  most  public  manner,  of  the  time  and  place  o't  such 
sales  ;  and  take  care  that  the  moneys  thence  ansini:  bo  de- 
posited in  the  treasury  of  this  State,  there  to  abide  the  fur- 
ther order  of  the  Convention  of  Representatives  or  tuiure 
Legislature  of  this  State. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Fowler,  tiie  pre- 

sent overseer  of  the  farm  late  in  the  possession  of  the  said 
Thomas  Barclay,  continue  to  take  care  of  the  said  hay, 
iorage,  grain  and  stock,  until  the  removal  and  sale  of  ihe 
same,  and  continue  his  care  and  charge  of  the  otlier  pro- 
perty on  the  said  farm  until  further  order  of  the  said  Con- 
vention of  Representatives,  or  future  Legislature  of  this 
State. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  General  Scott,  to  enclose  the  reso- 
lutions respecting  his  brigade,  passed  this  forenoon,  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  foUoiving  words,  vizt : 

"  Sir — I  have  the  pleasure  to  forward  the  enclosed  re- 
solutions of  Congress,  which  took  place  in  conseciuence  of 
your  favour  of  the  26th  instant,  together  with  the  tiueen 
hundred  pounds  voted  as  a  gratuity  for  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates  of  your  brigade. 

"  The  State  is  highly  sensible  of  their  past  services,  and 
have  no  doubt  but  the  same  virtuous  principles  which  call- 
ed them  forth  into  the  service  of  their  country,  will  animate 
tliem  to  persevere,  with  courage  and  fortitude,  to  the  end 
of  the  campaign.  I  hope,  sir,  tlie  honourable  testimonial 
which  they  give  of  your  zeal  and  patriotism,  in  diis  critical 
juncture,  will  prove  acceptable. 

"  I  am  directed  to  add  that  frequent  advices  of  the  dis- 
position of  the  enemy,  and  the  events  of  the  campai>fn,  will 
be  singularly  useful,  as  they  are  necessary  to  regulate  our 
councils. 

"  The  obstructing  Hudson's  River,  at  Pollopel's  island 
is  this  day  concluded  upon. 

"  I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir, 

"Your  mo.  obt.  hble.  servt. 
"P.  S.  Be  pleased  to  pass  your  receipt  to  the  Treasu- 
rer for  the  £1,500,  and  return  it  by  the  express. 

'■'  Fishkills,  Novr.  27lh,  I77ii. 
"To  Brigadier-Genl.  Scott." 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  General  Heatli,  commanding  at 
Peekskill,  to  enclose  certain  resolutions  relative  to  a  part 
of  Bradley's  regiment,  was  read  and  approved  of,  in  the 
words  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

"  Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  you  the  enclosed 
resolution  respecting  a  pnrt  of  Colonel  Bradley's  regiment, 
who  lately  came  to  this  place.  Several  of  the  members 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  advise  one  of  the  lieutenants  to 
repair  to  Peekskill,  with  such  of  his  men  as  are  fit  for 
duly.  I  presume  he  will  wait  for  a  more  formal  command. 
We  iiave  directed  a  physician  to  take  care  of  the  sick  un- 
til your  directions  arc  received.  This  small  villase  is  so 
much  crowded  that  it  is  badly  calculated  for  a  hospital, 
and  we  fear  the  present  mode  of  relieving  the  sick  will  be 
very  expensive. 

"  I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir, 

"  Yours,  &c. 

"General  Heath,  Peekskill." 


THURSDAY  MORNING, 

Nov.  28th,  1776. 
Tlie  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  rice-Presi.  ■ 

Mr.  Dunscorab,  Mr.  Roosevelt — Neio-York. 

Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Ad^atc,  Mr.  R.  Yalcs—Jllbany. 

Mr.  Jliller,  Mr.  L'hommedieu,  Mr.  Wm.  Smiih—Sujfolk. 
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jt,  Coauat-Vltler. 
X,  Oil-  Livingston— i)tt<cftej. 
t\Jo-  -Vllison.  fllr.  Wisner,  Mr.  LiMe— Orange. 
Mr-  Newl'ir'^'  Mr.  Moore— Tryon. 
»l«jor  Webster— CAoi/oiic. 
•    Col.  Van  Cartlandt —  H'estchester. 

Mr.  Duer  produced  the  pav  rolls  of  the  Charlotte  ran- 
ccrs  to  be  paid  ;  ihej'  are  committed  to  Mr.  Newkerk,  Mr. 
t'online  and  Mr.  Adgate,  to  audit  and  report  on  the  same. 

Mr.  Moore  produced  the  pav  rolls  of  Tryon  county  ran- 
gers to  be  paid  ;  they  are  committed  to  the  same  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  Robert  Yates  reported  the  draft  of  a  letter  to  Gene- 
ral'Schuyler,  which  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in 
the  following  words : 

"  Fishkill,  Nov.  28th,  1776. 

"Sir — The  measures  pursued  for  obstructing  Hudson's 
river  have  hitherto  proved  inetfectual,  and  the  necessity 
of  preventing  the  enemy's  penetrating  into  the  northern 

E3rt  of  this  State  is  obvious.  The  Committee  of  Safety 
.\\c  taken  this  matter  into  consideration,  and  entered  into 
resolves,  of  which  I  have  the  honour  of  enclosing  you  a 
copv. 

"  They  look  up  to  you,  sir,  for  the  accomplishment  of 
lliis  work,  sensible  that  your  abilities  and  extensive  com- 
mand will  enable  you  to  devise  a  plan  and  direct  such 
measures  as  will  speedily  effect  it. 

"  General  Geo.  Clinton,  who  has  this  point  much  at 
heart,  has  made  a  survey  of  the  river  opposite  Pollcpel's 
island,  with  the  soundings,  at  two  different  stations  ;  a  co- 
py thereof  I  also  herewith  enclose  you. 

"  I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir, 

"  Yours,  &.C. 

"  Major-Gcnl.  Schuyler." 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  Genl. 
Washington,  which  was  read  and  approved  of,  in  the  words 
following,  vizt : 

"  Fishkill,  2Sth  Novr.  177G. 

"  Sir — Agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  this  State,  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  transmit 
the  enclosed  resolutions,  and  to  request,  if  your  Excellen- 
cy should  concur  with  them  in  sentiment,  that  you  would, 
by  iinitins'  in,  add  weight  to  their  application  to  the  Ho- 
nour.ib'.c  the  Congress. 

"  The  enemy  have  long  manifested  an  intention  to  pos- 
»cs»  ihcniiclves  of  this  State,  to  which  indeed  its  central 
and  commanding  situation  very  naturally  invites  them.  Past 
experience,  wnh  the  blessings  of  heaven  upon  your  Excel- 
lency's vii;ilaiicc  and  skill,  must  ere  now  have  convinced 
ihcin  that  tins  is  impracticable,  unless  by  means  of  their 
navy,  again^t  u  tnch  every  motive  concurs  in  inducing  us  to 
Ruard.  Your  Excellency  will  easily  conceive  the  reasons 
which  influenced  the  committee  to  wish  that  this  business 
may  be  confulcil  to  General  Schuyler,  whose  activity,  aid- 
ed by  his  knowlcdrjc  of  the  country  and  its  resources,  to- 
gether with  the  leisure  afforded  him  bv  the  retreat  of  the 
enemy  from  the  norihcrn  frontier,  give  him  many  advan- 
tages over  any  gentleman  in  whom  those  circumstances 
do  not  so  happily  unite  ;  they  cannot  therefore  but  hope 
that  the  whole  of  the  enclosed  resolves  will  meet  with  your 
Excellency's  approbation. 

"  If  unfortunately  they  should  be  deceived  in  this  hope, 
they  will,  when  your  Excellency  favours  them  with  your 
sentiments  thereon,  endeavour  to  render  them  conforma- 
ble to  your  wishes. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
"  To  His  Excellency,  Genl.  Wasiiington." 

A  muster  roll  of  a  part  of  Cnpt.  John  Wisner's  compa- 
ny from  Orange  county  in  Colonel  NicolPs  reaiment,  was 
produced  to  the  Committee  for  payment  of  the  bounty,  and 
committed  to  Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Contine  and  Mr.  Adgate, 
to  audit  and  report  thereon. 

A  pay  list  of  men  belonging  to  Colonel  Nicoll's  rcgi- 
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ment,  who  had  through  sickness  or  otherwise  been  pre- 
vented from  joining  the  recimcnt  when  mustered,  was 
presented  and  committed  to  the  same  committee. 

A  pay  roll  of  a  detachment  of  the  ninth  rccmient  of  Al- 
bany mihtia  from  the  5th  to  the  IGth  days  of ''October  last, 
while  employed  in  Jmnting  tones  in'  Kindcrhook  and 
Kings  districts,  amounting  to  eighty-four  pounds  eleven 
shillings  and  sixpence  halfpenny. 

A  billetting  roll  of  the  same  detachment,  amountini:  to 
eighteen  pounds  seven  shillings  and  one  penny,  was  aiso 
produced,  and  committed  to  the  committee  above  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  Wisner  from  the  committee  appointed  for  securing 
the  frigates,  made  the  following  report :  ^ 

"Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  socurinj 
of  the  frigates  at  Poughkeepsie,  report  the  follo\viii:T  j-,."! 
solves  to  be  served  on  Capts.  Tudor  and  Lawrence  re- 
spectively : 

"  1st.  That  they  fit  their  respective  ships,  Congress  and 
3Iontgomery,  with  all  the  despatch  possible,  with  so  much 
rigging  as  is  necessary  to  remove  them  from  Poughkeep- 
sie : 

"  2nd.  That  they  proceed  up  the  river  with  the  first  fair 
wind  after  the  ships  are  ready,  as  far  as  Roundout  kill  or 
creek,  near  Esopus  Landing,  where  they  are  to  be  winter- 
ed, if  after  carefully  sounding  the  depth  of  the  water  on 
the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  they  find  they  can  be 
safely  carried  in  : 

"  3rd.  If  upon  strict  examination  there  is  not  found  wa- 
ter enough  safely  to  carry  the  said  ships  into  the  creek, 
then  they  are  to  proceed  with  all  the  despatch  possible, 
(after  taking  on  board  the  best  pilots  they  can  procure,) 
to  Claverack  dock,  and  there  secure  the  ships  in  the  best 
manner  in  their  power  : 

"  4th.  That  the  quantity  of  lead  in  possession  of  the 
Convention  of  this  State  is  so  small,  that  there  is  none  a: 
present  to  be  spared  for  any  other  use  than  musket  ball. 

"HENRY  WISNER,  Chainaan:' 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  agrees  with 
their  committee  in  the  said  report,  and  that  the  same  stand 
confirmed. 

A  letter  from  Elihu  Marvin,  chairman  of  Orange  coun- 
ty, dated  the  l&th,  was  read,  wlieiein  he  requests  the  di- 
rection of  the  Committee  as  to  what  they  shall  do  with 
Cornelius  Thorp  and  one  Murrie,  who  have  altered  Con- 
gress money  bills — one  of  whom,  Thorp,  is  in  jail  at  Go- 
shen. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  deferred. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  report  the 
form  of  a  constitution  and  government  for  this  State,  meet 
every  afternoon  at  4  o'clock. 

Die  Jovis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  November  28th,  1776. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Esqr.  Vice-President. 
Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  R.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscomb — New-York. 
Mr.  G.  Livingston  —Dutches. 

Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  R.  Yates,  Mr.  Cujler— .-i/iany. 
Col.  Van  Cortlandt — Westchester. 

Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  L'homnicdicu— St/_/rti/fc. 

Col.  Allison,.  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  hiMe—Orunge. 

Mr.  CoQtine — Ulster. 

Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Moore — Tryon. 

Major  Webster — Charlotte. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  muster  roll  of 
Captn.  John  Wisner's  company,  and  the  roll  of  other  men 
belonging  to  different  companies  in  Colonel  NicoU's  regi- 
ment," who  had  not  received  their  whole  bounty,  reported 
a  stated  account  of  the  bounty  of  the  whole  regiment,  with  a 
certificate  endorsed  thereon,  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit : 
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*' Your  committee,  appointed  this  day  to  audit  the  seve- 
ral muster  rolls  of  Colonel  Isanc  Nicoll,  do  certify,  that 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eight  poaiids  is  a  balance  due 
to  the  said  Colonel  Nicoll  lor  tiie  bounty  of  his  regiment, 
acreeable  to  the  within  account. 

"  MATHEW  CANTINE, 
"MAT.  ADGATE, 
"  BENJ.  NEWKIIiK. 

"  November  2Sih,  1776." 

The  said  committee  furtlier  reported,  that  the  sum  of 
forty-four  pounds,  part  of  a  sum  of  sixteen  hundred  pounds 
advanced  to  the  county  committee  of  Orange  county,  to 
pay  the  first  moiety  of  the  bounty  of  that  regiment,  remains 
in  the  hands  of  the  chairman  and  deputy  cliairman  ot  the 
county  committee  of  Orange  county,  or  one  of  tlicm,  un- 
appropriated, which,  in  the  opinion  of  tlie  commiltce,  ought 
to  be  paid  to  Colo.  iVicoll,  as  part  of  the  money  due  to 
him  for  the  balance  of  tlie  bounty  due  to  iiis  reiriment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Colo- 
nel Nicoll  the  sum  of  sixty-four  pounds,  for  the  bounty  ot 
his  regiment,  taking  Colonel  NicoU's  receipt  for  the  same. 
And, 

Ordered,  That  the  chairman  and  deputy  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  Orange  county,  or  one  of  them,  pay  to  Colo- 
nel Isaac  Nicoll  the  said  sum  of  forty-four  pounds,  in  full 
for  the  bounty  due  to  his  regiment. 

Mr.  Duane  reported  ilie  draft  of  a  letter  to  John  Han- 
cock, Esqr.  President  of  the  Continental  Congress  ;  which 
was  read  and  approved  of,  in  the  words  lollowin<;,  to  wit : 

"  In  C0M.MIT7EE  OF  SAFETY  ) 

for  the  State  ol'  ^cw-York,  > 
'•Fishkill,  November  ■2'^th,  ITTti.  ) 

"  Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  resolutions  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  respecting  the  more  effectual  ob- 
struction of  Hudson's  river.  No  object  appears  to  them  of 
more  importance,  when  they  consider  either  the  safety 
of  this  State,  the  supply  of  the  Continental  armv,  or  the 
preservation  of  the  communication  between  the  southern 
and  eastern  States.  Experience  has  evinced,  that  if  the 
navigation  had  been  rendered  impassible  opposite  to  Fort 
Washington,  it  must  have  been  attended  with  infinite  ad- 
vantage ;  among  which  even  the  security  of  the  garrison 
and  military  stores  at  that  fort,  is  not  the  most  considera- 
ble. Indeed  it  is  no  presumption  to  suppose,  that  atter  the 
fruitless  attempt  of  the  Britisii  army  to  penetrate  the  coun- 
try through  tlie  White  Plains,  they  must  have  closed  the 
campaign,  at  least  in  this  quarter,  witli  disappointment  and 
disgrace.  Their  success  in  reducing  the  fort  revived  their 
spirits  ;  and  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Lee,  in  consequence  of 
it,  opened  a  passage  for  llicm  into  the  defenceless  parts  of 
New- Jersey. 

"  In  projecting  the  obstruction  between  Anthony's  Nose 
on  the  eastern  shore  and  Fort  MonliTomery,  we  endeavour- 
ed to  avail  ourselves  of  the  luodel  of  that  whicli  iiad  proved 
effectual  in  the  River  Delaware,  and  were  assisted  by  the 
advice  and  experience  of  Capt.  lla/.clwood.  Rut  the  great 
length  of  the  chain,  being  upwards  of  1,S00  feet,  the  bulk  | 
of  the  logs  which  were  necessary  to  support  il,  the  iin-  j 
mense  weight  of  water  wliicii  it  accumulatcii,  and  the  ra-  | 
pidity  of  the  tide,  have  baftlcd  all  our  ctforts.    It  separated  j 
twice,  after  holding  only  a  few  hours,  A. ;  and  we  have  too  | 
much  reason  to  despair  of  its  ever  fully  answering  the  im-  ' 
portant  purpose  for  which  it  was  constructed.    A  like  dis- 
appointment, we  are  informed,  happened  at  Purtsmouth  : 
the  chain  intended  to  obstruct  the  navigation  of  that  har- 
bour, proved  equally  ineircctual. 

"  These  considerations  liavc  induced  us  to  explore  the 
depth  of  the  river  throughout  the  Highlands,  in  which  a 
committee  of  Convention  iiave  been  assisted  by  General 
Geo.  Clinton.  The  distance  and  depth  of  water  at  the 
north  entrance,  which  on  this  experiment  is  found  to  be  the 
fittest  place,  will  be  seen  by  the  enclosed  plan  H.  It  is 
proposed,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Honourable  Con- 
gress, to  obstruct  the  navigation  in  this  part  by  cassoons, 


whicii  it  is  conceived  will  be  very  practicable.  The  Con- 
vention wish,  on  account  of  General  Washington's  distance 
from  the  place,  and  the  multiplicity  of  business  with  whicli 
lie  is  encumbered,  that  the  direction  of  this  work  may  be 
committed  to  Major-General  Schuyler,  wiio  wc  bcheve 
every  way  qualified  to  insure  its  success.  Timber  and 
stones  can  be  conveniently  procured,  and  when  die  cam- 
paign terminates  the  troops  cantoned  in  this  part  of  tlie 
country  may  be  employed  in  rotation  to  assist  in  the  work. 
But  no  time  is  to  be  lost  in  preparing  the  materials,  and 
we  shall  wait  with  anxiety  for  the  determinatiun  of  the 
Honourable  Congress,  on  a  subject  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Committee,  is  of  the  utmost  moment  to  the  United 
States. 

"  If  the  enemy  persevere  in  their  plan  of  sutjugatint; 
these  States  to  the  yoke  of  Great  Britain,  they  must,  in 
proportion  to  their  knowledge  of  the  country,  be  more  and 
more  convinced  of  tlie  necessity  of  their  becoming  mas- 
ters of  Hudson's  river,  which  will  give  them  the  entire 
command  of  the  water  communication  with  the  Indian  na- 
tions, eflectually  prevent  all  intercourse  between  tiie  east- 
ern and  southern  confederates,  divide  our  strength  and  en- 
feeble every  effort  for  our  common  preservation  and  secu- 
rity. 

"  That  this  was  their  original  plan,  and  tiiat  General 
Carlton  and  General  Howe  tlattered  themselves  with  the 
delusive  hopes  of  uniting  their  forces  at  xllbanv.  every  in- 
telligence confirms  ;  and  it  appears  to  the  Committee  that 
they  will  not  give  up  this  grand  object,  until  they  shall  final- 
ly relinquish  the  project  of  enslaving  America. 

"  The  committee  take  the  liberty  to  submit  these  reflec- 
tions to  the  Honourable  Congress.  If  they  are  well  found- 
ed, an  early  and  vigorous  preparation  to  oppose  the  pro- 
gress of  the  enemy  in  this  quarter,  must  be  indispensable, 
and  the  defence  and  security  of  Hudson's  river  a  principal 
object  of  that  preparation. 

"  We  are  informed  that  some  merchants  in  the  eastern 
States  are  pursuing  the  scheme  of  transporting  flaxseed 
to  France,  to  be  shipped  as  is  apprehended,  from  thence 
to  Ireland.  If  it  is  necessary  to  make  Great  Britain  feel 
the  distresses  of  the  war  by  obstructing  the  manufacture 
of  linen,  this  project  will  demand  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  nothing  less 
than  the  entire  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  llaxseed 
will  afford  an  adequate  remedy.  Another  very  important 
advantage  must  arise  from  such  a  measure:  it  will  encou- 
rage the  linen  manufactory  in  these  States,  to  which  of  all 
others  ihey  are  the  most  competent. 

"However  severe  the  sudden  reverse  of  fortune  which 
we  have  lately  experienced  ;  however  melancholy  the  loss 
of  our  metropolis,  sea  coast  and  four  of  our  counties,  and 
the  aspect  of  that  part  of  our  State  which  has  been  plun- 
dered and  desolated  by  a  retreating  enemy,  barbarous  be- 
yond all  description  ;  and  however  great  the  number  of  our 
ruined  friends  who  are  left  naked  and  destitute  in  an  in- 
clement season,  and  a  country  without  commerce  or  the 
means  of  affording  them  clothing;  I  have  the  satisfaction 
to  assure  you  that  the  fortitude  of  this  Stale,  and  their  zeal 
for  the  glorious  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged,  is  not 
abated  ;  on  the  contrary,  we  are  prepared  to  meet  even 
severer  misfortunes  with  a  spirit  and  firmness  becoming 
the  generous  advocates  for  liberty.  Unhappy  am  I  to  add, 
that  amidst  all  our  sufferings,  the  army  employed  ior  the 
protection  of  America,  have  not  refrained  from  embittering 
even  the  calamities  of  war.  At  a  lime  when  the  utmost 
resources  of  this  Stale  were  laid  open  to  their  wants,  and 
the  members  of  Convention  personally  submitled  lo  the 
labour  and  fatigue  which  were  necessary  on  a  sudden  emer- 
gency;  and  after  frequent  losses  of  provisions  and  barracks, 
to  supply  too  numerous  armies  augmented  by  the  militia, 
with  every  article  which  they  required,  the  court-house 
and  the  remains  of  tlie  village  at  the  White  Plains,  which 
had  been  spared  on  the  retreat  of  our  forces,  were  even 
after  the  enemy  had  in  their  turn  retired,  wantonly  destroy- 
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td  without  the  orders,  and  to  the  infinite  regret  of  our 
worthy  Cieneral ;  besides,  in  spite  of  all  his  Excellency's 
efforts  wherever  our  troops  have  marched  or  been  station- 
ed, 'hey  have  done  infinite  damage  to  the  possessions  and 
farms,  and  pilfered  the  property  of  tlic  people.  I  am  di- 
rected, sir,  to  submit  it  to  the  Honourable  Congress,  whe- 
ther some  effectual  remedy  ou£jht  not  to  be  provided  against 
sucli  disorderly  and  disgraceful  proceedings.  The  soldier 
who  plunders  the  country  he  is  cmplovcd  to  protect,  is  no 
better  than  a  robber,  and  ought  to  be  treated  accordingly. 
And  a  severe  example  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee, to  be  made  of  the  officer,  who  without  any  neces- 
sity or  his  General's  permission,  set  fire  to  the  court  house 
and  other  buildings  at  the  White  Plains  ;  he  is  guilty  of 
the  crime  of  arson,  and  if  he  cannot  be  punished  by  the 
articles  of  war,  ought  to  be  given  up  to  the  laws  of  the 
land.  If  so  glaring  a  violation  of  every  sentiment  of  hu- 
manity should  be  passed  over  in  silence  ;  it  the  army  is 
not  seasonably  restrained  from  such  acts  of  barbarity,  the 
consequence  must  be  fatal  to  the  cause  of  a  people  whose 
exalted  glory  U  is,  to  be  advocates  for  the  rights  of  man- 
kind, against  the  tyranny  and  oppression  of  lawless  power. 

"The  resolutions  which  the  Committee  of  Safety  have 
passed  upon  this  subject  are  herewith  transmitted. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
"  Sir,  your  mo.  ob.  and  very  hbl.  servant, 
"  Bv  order, 
"PIERRE  VAN  CORTLANDT, 

"  Vice-President. 

"  To  the  Honble  John  Hancock, 

"  President  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Duanc  produced  the  draft  of  a  letter  to  Major-Ge- 
neral  Heath,  which  was  read  and  approved  of,  in  the  words 
following,  vizt. 

"  P.  M.  Novr.  28ih,  1776. 

"  Sir, — The  Convention  of  the  vState,  impressed  with 
a  sense  of  your  politeness  and  attention  to  them,  have  di- 
rected me  in  the  strongest  terms  to  return  their  thanks  for 
your  several  favours,  the  intelligence  communicated,  the 
anxiety  you  express  for  the  better  security  of  this  State 
and  the  success  of  our  common  cause,  by  obstructing  Hud- 
son's river,  and  preserving  the  important  communication 
between  the  eastern  and  southern  governments. 

"  \\  e  have  taken  into  consideration  the  plan  suggested 
by  Brigadier-General  Clinton  for  obstructing  the  river  op- 
posite to  Pollepcl's  island,  and  conceiving  it  to  be  practi- 
cable, we  are  determined,  with  the  permission  of  Congress, 
to  proceed  with  the  utmost  vigor  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
The  assistance  you  so  cheerfully  promise,  will  be  very  es- 
sential, and  we  shall  from  time  to  time  avail  ourselves  of  it." 

[Remainder  of  this  letter  not  inserted  in  the  minutes.] 


DIE  VENERIS,  9  ho.  a.  m. 

29th  Novr.  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — P.  Van  Corllandt,  Ksqr.  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Jay — Xew-York. 

Col.  Van  Conlandt,  Col.  Drake — Wcstrke'itcr. 

Mr.  A.  Yates,  iMr.  Adgale,  Mr.  R.  Y'atcs,  Mr.  Cuyler— jJZJany. 

Major  Webster,  Mr.  Uucr— C/iai  i'oZ/e. 

Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  L  hommedieu— Si/jfb/A;. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 

Mr.  Contine — Ulster. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Col.  Allison,  Mr.  Little— Oranire. 
Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Mr.  Sacket — Dulchcss. 

On  reading  the  letter  of  Isaac  Pans,  Esnr.  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  Tryon  county,  dated  the  l.'3lhinst.  in- 
forming of  the  commitment  of  Capi.  John  Winn  to  Tryon 
county  jail,  on  a  charge  of  having  killed  one  of  his  men  by 
a  push  of  the  muzzle  of  his  gun  into  his  bellv, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Tryon  county  liave 
acted  prudently,  and  as  became  guardians  of  the  lives  and 


liberties  of  their  fellow  citizens,  in  committing  John  Winn 
to  confinement  for  trial. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Captain  John  Winn  be  con- 
tinued in  confinement  until  he  shall  be  tried  in  a  regular 
court  of  justice. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Tryon  county  be  au- 
thorized and  requested  to  appoint  a  jailJr  pro  Icm'jujre,  to 
take  charge  of  the  jail  of  Tryon  county  and  p'risoncrs 
therein,  until  further  order  of  the  Convention  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives or  future  Legislature  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolulion-;  bo  trans- 
mitted to  Isaac  Paris,  Esqr.  chairman  of  that  l  uninutice. 

A  member  informed  the  Committee  that  Capi:u;i  J.nnes 
Stewart  is  attending  at  this  place,  and  complains  th:ii  he 
is  without  a  commission,  and  that  Colonel  jMalcolm  alii'LTcs 
that  he  cannot  pay  him  until  he  settles  with  Convcminn  for 
the  money  he  has  receivcil.  Captain  Stewart  also  desires 
to  know  whether  he  is  to  be  continued  in  service. 

Ordered,  That  the  case  of  Captain  James  Stewart  and 
his  accounts  be  referred  to  Mr.  Contine,  Mr.  xVdgaie  and 
Mr.  Newkirk,  to  report  thereon,  and  that  they  report  their 
opinion  whether  it  is  proper  to  continue  liim  in  service. 

.Mr.  Adgate  gave  notice  that  he  shall,  to-morrow,  move 
to  have  the  resolutions  passed  on  the  and  insi.  ap- 
pointing Mr.  L'hommedieu,  Colonel  Allison  and  himself, 
a  committee  to  take  care  of  the  poor,  and  giving  them 
powers  for  that  purpose,  reconsidered. 

The  committee  appointed  yesterday  to  examine  the  pay- 
roll and  the  subsistence  roll  of  a  detachment  of  the  militia 
ot  the  ninth  regiment  of  the  militia  of  Albany,  ordered  to 
hunt  for  and  apprehend  tories  in  Kinderhook  and  Kings 
district,  in  the  county  of  Albany,  from  the  3th  to  the  i6th 
day  of  October,  1776,  inclusive,  delivered  back  the  said 
two  rolls,  with  an  endorsement  on  each  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, vizt : 

"  Your  committee,  appointed  to  audit  the  within  roll,  do 
report  that  they  are  not  furnished  wiih  any  proper  vouchers 
for  the  calling  out  said  militia,  therefore  are  of  opinion  they 
cannot  properly  audit  said  roll. 

"  29iA  Novr.  1776. 

"  BENJN.  NEWKTRK, 
"  MAT.  ADGATE, 
"MATHEW  CONTIINE." 
Ordered,  That  the  said  pay  and  subsistence  rolls  be  re- 
turned. 


DIE  SABBATI,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

Novr.  30ih,  177G. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Peesent — Pierre  Van  C'ortlandt,  J^sqr.  f.  Prest. 

Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  R.  Harper,  Col.  Lott — j\'ew-York. 

Col.  G.  X)Ta\ir:—lVestch€stcr. 

Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  R.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Cuyler — Albany. 

Col.  Allison,  Mr.  Little— Oranje. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller,  .Mr.  L'hommedieu— SHjTu/fc. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  W.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk— Tri/on. 

Mr.  Contine — Ulster. 

Mr.  G.  Livingston — Dutches, 

Mr.  Duer,  Major  Webster— C/iar/o((c. 

Mr.  L'hommedieu  informed  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
that  the  gentlemen  appointed  with  him  to  report  on  the  in- 
Toice  of  goods  purchased  by  Mr.  E.  Lott  and  Jno.  R.  Li- 
vingston, at  Boston. 

Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  one  of  the  secret  committee,  re- 
quested an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  jC2,000,  to  enable 
him  to  discharge  sundry  demands  for  money  brought  against 
the  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Gilbert  Livingston,  Esqr.  one  of  the  members  of  the  secret 
committee,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds,  towards  de- 
fraying the  expenses  incurred  by  said  committee,  he  to  be 
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accountable  to  this  Committee,  or  Convention  of  tliis  State, 
for  the  same. 

On  motion  of  William  Duer, 

Ordered,  That  the  secret  committee  do  report  tlie  pro- 
ceedings and  expenditures  of  tho  said  committee  to  this 
Committee,  or  the  Convention  of  this  Slate,  on  or  before 
the  20th  of  December  next. 

A  letter  from  Hugh  Hu<;hes,  assistant  quarter-master- 
general,  relative  to  cattle  which  were  drove  up  to  the  lines, 
with  account  of  said  stock  enclosed,  referred  to  Colonel 
Drake  and' Mr.  Little. 

A  letter  from  A.  Hawkcs  Hay  to  John  McKesson,  was 
read ;  therein  is  contained  an  account  lor  provisions  due  to 
Edward  W.  Keirs,  amounting  to  upwards  of  iJ400,  and 
an  account  for  liquors,  amounting  to  upwards  of  £155. 

Ordered,  To  be  referred  to  a  committee  to  audit  and  re- 
port theieon. 

Robert  R.  Livingston  informed  the  Committee  that  he 
had,  agreeable  to  their  request,  conferred  witli  Major-Ge- 
neral  Heath  and  Brigadier-General  Clinton,  on  the  sub|ect 
of  the  resolutions  of  the  26th  inst.  That  he  liad  endea- 
voured, from  the  best  evidence  he  could  collect  of  the 
enemy's  motions,  to  form  some  judgment  of  liicir  inten- 
tions ;  that  from  this  he  was  led  to  believe  that  tliey  did 
rot  intend  to  make  any  attack  on  the  Hisihiands,  or  at 
least,  not  upon  any  other  than  the  passes  on  the  post  road 
which  they  might  possibly  attempt  by  landing  their  troops 
at  Peekskill.  That  all  their  forces  appear  to  be  drawn 
from  "Westchester  county  ;  so  that  they  do  not  probably 
intend  to  march  up  to  the  White  Plains  this  season.  Tiiat 
General  Heath's  division,  including  those  of  the  forts  in 
the  Highlands,  consists  of  about  2,000  men,  without 
counting  General  Scott's  brigade.  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  Generals,  that  considering  the  strength  of  the 
ground,  this  will  be  sufficient  to  repel  the  enemy  and 
maintain  the  pass  till  they  can  be  reinforced.  That  Mr. 
Livingston  had  reason  to  believe  that  General  Lee  had 
already  crossed  the  river  with  his  division  to  join  General 
Washington  ;  for  which  reason,  he  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  go  to  the  Plains  in  one  particular,  as  iliere  was  no 
apparent  danger  that  the  posts  occupied  by  Genetal  Lee 
would  be  attacked  ;  and  he  was  able  to  obtain  every  neces- 
sary information  from  the  General,  wiih  whom  he  convers- 
ed at  Peekskill.  That  from  them  he  collerted,  that  after 
the  removal  of  General  Lee's  division,  there  would  remain 
under  the  command  of  General  .Spencer,  about  the  \^"hiie 
Plains  and  places  adjacent,  about  3,000  men;  which  with 
the_works  already  erected  and  the  natural  strength  of  the 
ground,  the  Generals  were  of  opinion  were  sullicient  to 
maintain  those  passes.  That  lliev  were  also  of  opinion 
that  the  passes  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  were  sulh- 
ciently  secured.  That  thev  did  not  therefore  think  it  ne- 
cessary at  present  to  call  out  the  miliiia,  but  wis-hed  to 
have  those  of  Ulster  and  Orange  counties  put  under  march- 
ing orders. 

That  as  Mr.  Livingston  was  apprehensive  of  the  ene- 
my's being  able  to  cross  Hudson's  river  with  much  more 
expedition  than  our  army,  he  had  inquired  ot  the  Generals 
what  number  of  boats  we  were  furnished  with,  and  iiad 
the  satisfaction  to  find  that  we  had  sullicient  to  transport 
one  brigade  at  each  trip. 

Mr.  Livingston  further  informed  the  Convention  that  he 
had  conferred  with  Major-General  Heath  and  Briiiadier- 
General  Clinton  about  obstructing  Hudson's  nvcr  at  Pollc- 
pel's  island,  (at  which  conference  .Mr.  -Machicr  assisted  ;) 
that  it  appeared  to  them  to  be  extremely  practicable,  and 
that  he  had  the  pleasure  ot'  assuring  the  Convention  that 
both  Generals  seemed  strongly  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
the  importance  of  that  work  but  determined  to  give  every 
assistance  in  their  power  to  pcrtect  the  same,  or  rather  to 
take  it  upon  themselves,  which  His  Excellency  General 
Washington's  orders  on  that  head,  (wlucli  (General  Heath 
was  so  obliging  as  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Livingston,)  hap- 
pily enabled  them  to  do. 


That  in  this  conference  it  was  determined  that  500  men, 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier-tienl.  Clinton,  should  this 
day  march  for  Fort  Constitution,  in  order  to  begin  the 
work  on  Sunday  morning,  in  case  they  can  be  provided 
with  300  axes  by  this  Convention,  all  oilier  tools  having 
been  furnished  oat  of  the  Continental  stores. 

Mr.  Livingston  further  informed  the  Convention,  that 
having  conferred  with  Mr.  iVIackin  about  the  thaiii,  he 
had  reason  to  believe,  that  wiiii  proper  alterations  it  miuht 
still  be  made  very  useful  ;  thai  he  had  therefore  taken  the 
liberty  to  direct  him  to  make  the  necessary  alterations  in 
the  mode  of  fixing  the  same,  and  removing  ii  to  any  situa- 
tion where  it  can  be  most  advantageously  placed  ;  of  which 
measure,  if  the  Convention  approve,  he  begs  some  reso- 
lution to  justify  his  proceedings  therein. 

That  irom  the  whole  of  the  above  conference,  Mr.  Li- 
vingston was  of  opinion  that  the  following  resolutions  were 
necessary,  which  he  therefore  begs  leave  to  recommend  : 

Resolved  1st,  That  Mr.  Cuyler  and  Mr.  Duer  be  autho- 
rized and  requested  to  employ  such  and  so  many  peisuns 
as  they  shall  think  fit,  to  purchase  and  collect  300  felling 
axes ;  and  that  they  have  power  to  impress  the  same 
where  there  is  more  than  one  in  a  family,  paying  liie  full 
value  or  otfering  to  return  the  same  on  or  belore  ihe  first 
day  of  January  next  ;  and  that  ihey  advance  such  sums  of 
money  as  they  shall  think  necessary  for  the  purpose,  which 
this  Committee  wail  repay  ;  that  the  axes  so  obtained  be 
delivered  to  General  Geo.  Clinton  or  his  agent,  taking  a 
receipt  therefor  as  so  many  axes  delivered  into  the  Conii- 
nental  store. 

Resolved  2nd,  That  the  persons  so  employed  set  out  on 
this  business  immediately,  and  return  ail  the  axes  they  stiall 
obtain  this  day  to  General  Clinton  or  his  agent,  at  Aew- 
Wiiidsor,  by  7  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  or  as  soon  alter 
as  possible.  That  in  order  to  compensate  their  extraordi- 
nary fatigue,  one  shilling  will  be  paid  to  each  agent  for 
every  axe  by  him  delivered,  over  and  above  his  wages  and 
expense  of  carriage. 

Resolved  3d,  That  John  Teller,  John  Elmendorf,  Jere- 
miah Clark  and  Nichs.  Brewer,  Juiir.  be  appointed  agents 
to  collect  within  one  week  as  many  boats,  scows  and  crafts 
as  are  fit  for  carrying  stone  ;  that  they  have  power  lo  hire 
or  impress  the  same,  ferry  boats  excepted,  pennitiing  the 
owner  of  every  boat  with  sails  to  put  one  hand  on  board, 
it  he  shall  choose  it,  and  giving  a  receipt  therefor,  which 
receipt  shall  specify  the  hire  agreed  for  ;  that  tiie  boats  be 
delivered  to  General  Clinton,  or  his  agent,  at  New-\\'ind- 
sor,  with  all  possible  despatch  ;  that  on  such  delivery  to 
General  Clinton,  they  be  respectivcl}'  appraised  by  lliree 
respectable  freeholders,  and  a  similar  receipt  taken  there- 
for by  the  ])erfOns  delivering  tlic  same. 

Resolved  -llli,  That  Mr.  Gilbert  Jjivingsion  cause  the 
spars  and  limber  purchased  by  the  secret  committee  lo  be 
immediately  rafted  to  Kew-Wiiidsor,  and  delivered  to  Ge- 
neral Clinton,  or  his  order,  and  that  a  receipt  be  taken 
therefor. 

Resolved  5ih,  That  Gilbert  Livingston,  Esqr.  be  em- 
powered to  cause  three  ions  of  iron  of  an  inch  and  a  half, 
and  one  inch  and  three  quarters  thick,  being  an  equal 
quanliiy  of  each,  or  such  other  quantities  and  sizes  as 
Genl.  Clinton  may  direct,  to  be  delivered  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble at  New-Windsor. 

Resolved  Otli,  That  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Cantine  and  Colo- 
nel Allison  be  a  committee  to  supply  such  other  necessa- 
ries as  Genl.  Geo.  Clinton  may  apply  for,  in  order  to 
perlecl  the  obstructions  of  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  ri- 
ver; that  they  be  empowered  to  draw  on  ihe  treasury  for 
a  sum  not  exceeding  .£100,  lo  defray  ihe  expense  thereof. 

Resolved  7lh,  That  all  the  troops  of  this  State  who  are 
not  by  the  terms  of  llieir  enlistment  confined  lo  particular 
counties,  except  those  in  the  counties  of  Charlotte,  Trvon, 
Cumberland  and  (Gloucester,  be  ordered  down  lo  Fort 
Constitution,  and  be  annexed  to  General  George  Clinton's 
brigade  till  the  first  day  of  January  next,  and  that  letters 
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\ye  written  to  the  chairman  of  the  county  committees 
where  the  troops  are  under  their  direction. 

Jiesolved  8th,  That  the  militia  of  Orange  and  Ulster 
counties  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning  to  oppose  the  invasion  of  the  enemy  on  the 
west  side  of  Hudson's  river  ;  that  Brigadier-Genl.  Clinton 
issue  orders  accordingly,  and  that  they  march  for  that  pur- 
pose on  receiving  the  orders  of  Major-General  Heath,  pro- 
vided such  orders  shall  be  given  wiiliin  one  month. 

Resolved  and  Ordered  9th,  That  a  copy  of  the  last 

E receding   resolution  be   transmitted  to  Major-General 
leath,  and  Brigadier-Generals  Clinton  and  Scott. 
Resolved  10th,  That  this  Committee  agree  with  Mr. 
Livingston  in  his  report  in  the  preceding  resolutions,  as 
amended. 

Resolved  11th,  That  Mr.  Machine  be  requested  and 
authorized  to  alter  and  fix  the  chain  intended  for  the  ob- 
struction of  Hudson's  river,  in  such  manner,  and  at  sucii 
place  as  he  may  think,  best  calculated  to  answer  the  pur- 
pose for  %vhich  it  was  intended,  and  that  this  Committee 
will  advance  the  money  necessary  to  defray  the  expense 
Uiereof. 

Ordered  I2lh,  That  a  copy  of  the  preceding  resolutions 
be  transmitted  to  Major-General  Heath  and  Brigadier-Cie- 
neral  Geo.  Clinton. 

Resolved  13ih,  That  the  draft  of  the  letter  to  the  Ho- 
nourable Continental  Congress  agreed  upon  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  directed  to  be  despatched,  be  altered  [to  con- 
form] to  the  proceeding  report  and  resolutions,  and  that 
Mr.  Duer  be  requested  to  prepare  the  alteration. 

Resolved  14th,  That  a  copy  of  the  preceding  resolu- 
tions be  transmitted  in  a  letter  to  Major-General  Schuyler, 
and  that  lie  be  requested  to  meet  and  consult  with  General 
Chnton  on  the  plan  for  obstructing  Hudson's  river,  near 
Pollepus  island,  and  that  Mr.  Duane  prepare  a  draft  of  the 
said  letter. 

A  letter  was  received  from  General  Scott,  dated  at  Ha- 
verstraw  on  the  28th,  representing  the  exposed  situation  of 
that  part  of  the  country,  and  the  uncertainty  of  his  being 
able  to  retain  his  brigade  in  service,  a  montli  longer,  not- 
witstanding  all  his  efforts.  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  such  parts  of  General  Scott's 
letter  of  the  23th,  as  relates  to  his  present  situation  of  his 
dread  of  that  part  of  the  country,  be  sent  to  General  Heath, 
and  that  General  Heath  be  requested  to  give  such  relief 
to  General  Scott,  as  the  particular  circumstances  of  that 
pan  of  tlic  country  may  require. 

Mr.  Duer  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  this  morning,  report- 
ed certain  alterations  he  had  made  in  the  draft  of  a  letter 
to  the  Honble.  the  President  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, agreed  to  on  the  2Slh  inst.  which  were  approved  of, 
and  by  which  the  toUowing  was  substituted  instead  of  tliat 
part  of  said  letter  contained  between  the  words  "  defence- 
less parts  of  New-Jersey''  in  conclusion  of  the  first  para- 
graph, and  the  words  "  however  severe  the  sudden  reverse 
of fortune"  in  beginning  of  the  hist  paragraph,  vizt  :  "  fn 
perfecting  the  obstruction  between  Anthony's  Nose  on  the 
eastern  shore  and  Fort  Montgomery,  we  endeavoured  to 
avail  ourselves  of  tlie  model  of  that  which  had  proved 
effectual  in  the  river  Delaware,  and  were  assisted  by 
the  advice  and  experience  of  Capt.  Hazelwood,  but  the 
great  length  of  the  chain,  being  upwards  of  1800  feet, 
the  bulk  of  the  logs  which  were  necessary  to  support  it, 
the  immense  weight  of  water  which  it  accumulated,  and 
the  rapidity  of  the  tide,  have  Ijatlled  all  our  efforts  ;  it 
separated  twice  after  holding  only  a  tew  hours. 

"  Mr.  Mechin,  the  engineer  at  Fort  Montsromery,  is  of 
opinion  tha'  with  proper  alteralions  it  may  still  he  of  ser- 
vice in  another  part  of  the  river,  and  we  have,  with  Ge- 
neral Heath's  concurrence,  directed  him  to  make  the  trial. 
But  we  have  too  much  reason  to  despair  of  its  ever  fully 
answering  the  important  purpose  for  vvliicli  it  was  con- 
structed. A  like  disappointment,  we  are  informed,  hap- 
pened at  Portsmouth ;  the  chain  intended  to  obstruct  the 


navigation  of  that  harbour,  proving  equally  ineffectual. 
These  considerations  have  induced  us  to  explore  the  depth 
of  the  river  throughout  the  Highlands,  in  whicli  a  coniniit- 
lee  of  the  Convention  have  been  assisted  by  Gen.  George 
Clinton.  The  distance  and  depth  of  water  at  the  north 
entrance,  which,  on  the  experiment,  is  found  to  be  the  fit- 
test place,  will  be  seen  by  the  enclosed  plan,  (ieneral 
Heath,  on  a  conference  with  General  Clinton,  has  been 
pleased  to  recommend  the  obstruction  of  the  naviuatiou  in 
this  part  of  the  river  by  cassoons,  and  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  aftoi-  mature  deliberation,  conceiving  it  to  he  very 
practicable,  have  agreed  to  the  further  resolutions,  wlucli 
are  herewith  transmitted.  They  wish  on  account  ui  Ge- 
neral Washington's  distance  and  the  multiplicitv  of  busi- 
ness with  which  he  is  encumbered,  that  the  direction  of 
this  work  may  be  committed  to  Major-General  Sclmvler. 
who  we  believe  to  be  every  way  qualified  to  ensure  its 
success.  Timber  and  stones  can  be  conveniently  procured, 
and  when  the  cami)aign  terminates,  tlie  troops  cantoned  in 
this  part  of  the  country  may  be  employed  in  rotation  to 
assist  in  the  work.  If  the  enemy  persevere  in  their  nlaii 
of  subjugating  the  States  to  the  yoke  of  Great  Britain, 
they  must,  in  proportion  to  their  knowledge  of  the  coun- 
try, be  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  their 
becoming  masters  of  Hudson's  river,  which  will  give  them 
the  entire  command  of  the  water  communication  with  the 
Indian  nations,  cffeciualli^  prevent  all  intercourse  between 
the  eastern  and  southern  confederates,  divide  our  strength 
and  enfeeble  every  effort  for  our  common  preservation  and 
security.  That  this  was  their  original  plan,  and  that  Ge- 
neral Carlton  and  Genl.  Howe  flattered  themselves  with 
the  delusive  hopes  of  uniting  their  forces  at  Albany,  every 
intelligence  confirms  ;  and  it  appears  to  the  committee  that 
they  will  not  give  up  this  grand  object  until  they  shall 
finally  relinquish  the  project  of  enslaving  America. 

"The  committee  take  the  liberty  to  submit  these  reflec- 
tions to  the  Honourable  Congress.  If  they  are  well  found- 
ed, an  early  and  vigorous  preparation  to  oppose  the  pro- 
gress of  the  enemy  in  this  quarter  must  be  indispensable, 
and  the  defence  and  security  of  Hudson's  river  a  principal 
object  of  that  preparation." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letter,  as  amended, 
be  engrossed  and  signed  by  the  President  and  transmitted. 

Sunday,  P.  M.  December  \st,  1776. 

Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Diinscomb,  Mr.  Kooscvclt,  Colo.  Lett — Ncic-i'ork. 
Mr.  A.  Yates— Jllbany. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  L'lionimedieu,  Col. 
Dralie,  Col.  Van  Corllandt. 

Mr.  Duane  presented  the  draft  of  a  letter  to  Major-Ge- 
neral Schuyler,  which  was  read  and  approved  ot,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Sir — At  a  late  conference  between  Mr.  Livingston, 
one  of  our  members,  and  the  Generals  Heath  and  Geo. 
Clinton,  at  Peekskill,  the  obstruction  of  Hudson's  river 
near  Poleopel's  island,  was  determined  upon,  and  the  ne- 
cessary preparations  are  making  by  impressing  axes  and 
boats  and  drawii  g  toj;ethcr  a  number  of  men  fur  carrying 
on  the  work  with  vigour  and  despatch. 

"  It  is  a  favorite  plan  of  Genl.  Clinton's,  who  is  for  the 
present  permitted  to  attend  to  its  exrcuiion,  and  we  wish 
it  may  be  in  your  power  at  least  to  ^ive  him  the  advantage 
of  your  opinion  and  advice.  The  disappointment  of  two 
attempts  to  obstruct  the  river  at  Fort  Washington  and  Fort 
Montgomery,  increases  our  anxiety  for  the  success  of  the 
present  effort. 

"  It  was  discovered  to  our  great  salistaction  that  General 
Heath's  instructions  from  General  Washington,  which  he 
willingly  communicated  at  the  conference,  enabled  him  to 
proceed  in  this  important  work,  at  the  Continental  expense, 
without  further  authority  from  the  Honourable  Congress. 
We  are  very  sensible  ihev  would  cheerfully  have  concur- 
red in  every  expedient  for  the  security  of  Hudson's  river, 
on  which  the  safety  of  this  Slate,  the  neutrality  of  the  In- 
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dian  nations  and  the  communication  between  the  soullicrn 
and  eastern  confederates,  absolutely  depend  ;  yet  we  fore- 
saw that  if  their  approbation  had  been  essential,  the  pre- 
parations must  have  been  suspended  so  lon^  that  ilie  exe- 
cution of  the  business  might  iiave  become  nnpracticable. 
I  have  the  honour  to  transnnt  to  you  the  resolutions  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety  on  this  subject. 

"  And  am,  with  great  respect, 

"  Sir,  your  mo.  obt.  hblc.  servt. 

"  By  order. 

"  Major  Genl.  JScHCYLEE." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  be  engrossed  and  signed  by  the 
President,  and  transmitted. 

Mr.  Duane  reported  the  draft  of  a  letter  to  Brigadier- 
General  Scott,  which  was  read  and  approved  of  in  liie 
words  following,  vizt : 

"  Sir — Your  favor  of  the  has  been  laid  before  the 
Committee  of  Safety.  Upon  a  late  conference  between  I 
Mr.  Livingston,  who  attended  for  that  purpose,  and  Gene- 
rals Heath  and  Clinton,  at  Pcekskill,  tiie  obiiruction  of 
Hudson's  river  near  Pollepol's  island  lias  been  resolved 
upon,  and  liie  necessary  preparations  are  makinir  for  carry- 
ing on  the  work  with  the  utmost  vigour  and  dcspatcli.  Or- 
ders are  likewise  given  to  the  militia  of  Orange  and  Ulster 
counties  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  at  a  moment's 
warning  to  oppose  the  invasion  of  the  enemy  on  the  west 
side  of  Hudson's  river  and  to  inarch  on  receiving  notice 
from  General  Heath,  it  having  been  concluded  at  the  con- 
ference that  this  measure  was  preferable  and  for  the  pre- 
sent sufficient. 

"  Your  last  despatches  had  not  at  this  time  come  to 
hand.  An  extract  on  the  subject  of  the  reinforcement  you 
think  necessary,  was  therefore  directed  to  be  transmitted 
to  Genl.  Heath.  Some  of  the  Continental  regiments  which 
have  been  employed  to  the  northward  are  now  returning  ; 
they  have  still  a  month  to  serve,  and  may,  if  General  Heath 
approves  of  it,  be  sent  to  support  you  without  increasing 
the  public  expense,  and  distressing  the  State  by  moving 
the  nnilitia ;  but  this  is  a  measure  out  of  our  province. 

"The  Committee  of  Safety  intended  the  £1,500  as  a 
gratuity  To  your  brigade,  for  their  past  services.  They 
leave  the  disposal  and  distribution  of  it  to  your  judgment, 
agreeable  to  their  former  resolutions. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  mo.  obt.  servt. 

"  Brigadier-Genl.  Scott." 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  be  addressed  to  John  Teller,  John 
Elmendorf,  Jeremiah  Clark  and  jN'ichulas  Brewer,  Junr. 
appointed  agents  for  colleciingboats,  scows  andcralts  by  the 
third  resolution  passed  yestcrd  iy  for  obstructing  the  naviga- 
tion of  Hudson's  river,  was  read  and  approved  ol,  in  the 
following  words,  vizt : 

"  Deer.  1st,  1776. 

"  Sir — The  necessity  of  obstructing  the  navigation  of 
Hudson's  river  near  Pollepel's  island,  having  been  resolved 
upon  as  an  object  of  the  uimost  moment  to  the  safely  of 
this  State,  the  enclosed  resolutions  have  been  adopted. 

"  The  advanced  season  of  the  year  requires  that  the  pre- 
parations should  be  made  with  the  nlniost  vigour;  and 
from  an  opinion  which  the  Committee  ol  Safety  entertain, 
of  your  activity  and  your  zeal  for  the  common  cause  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  they  have  unanimously  appoint- 
ed you  to  the  trust  mentioned  in  liic  said  resolutions. 
They  entertain  no  doubt  but  that  you  will  execute  it  with 
fidelity,  despatch  and  cheerlnlnoss. 

"  1  am,  sir,  your  very  obt.  servant, 

"  By  order." 


MONDAY  MORNING, 

2iid  Deer.  1776. 

The  Committee  met. 

Fbesent— Col.  Van  Corllandt,  Vice-Presuicnt. 

Col.  LoU,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Koosevclt,  Jlr.  Dunscomb— .Yousl'ork. 


Mr.  Wehsiei— Charlotte. 

Mr.  A.  Yates,  3Ir.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Adgate — Albany. 

Col.  Allison,  Mr.  LiMe— Orange. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  MiUer,  Mr.  L'liommedieu— Siyfo/fc. 

Col.  Van  Corllandt,  Col.  Drake — Wtstchesler. 

Mr.  Contine — Ulster. 

Mr.  R-  K-  Livingston — Dutches. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Newkirk,  INIr.  Harper— Tn/on. 

A  letter  from  Henry  Wisner,  Esqr.  dated  at  (  Joshen, 
November  30th,  1776,  relative  to  a  drove  of  cattle  lor  llie 
use  of  the  American  army,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  person  who 
has  the  charge  of  the  said  drove  of  cattle,  directing  him  to 
apply  for  directions  of  the  Commissary-General. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  write  to 
Colo.  Trumbull,  relative  to  salt,  &c.  and  that  Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Cuyler  be  that  committee. 

A  letter  from  \Villiam  Miller,  dated  Harrison's  Purciiase, 
Novr.  28,  1776,  relative  to  the  records  of  the  county, 
and  requesting  the  advice  of  Convention  relative  to  his 
conduct  as  an  executor  to  an  estate,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  To  be  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  delivered  in  sundry  accounts, 
which  were  put  into  his  hands  by  Frederick  Jay,  Esqr. 
from  the  committee  of  Westchester  county. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr. 
Contine  and  iMr.  iSewkirk. 

An  account  of  Majoi^Abeel  for  sundry  expenses  incurred 
in  apprehending  sundry  disaffected  persons  on  LL,ng  is- 
land, by  order  of  Philip  Livingston  and  the  other  gentle- 
men of  the  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  in  New- 
York. 

Referred  to  Mr.  Roosevelt  and  Mr.  Dunscomb. 

A  certificate  signed  by  Captain  Abraham  Swartwout  at 
Fort  Montgomery,  November  9th,  1776,  certifying  ttiat 
there  is  due  to  Ensign  T.  Fincii,  his  enlisting  money  for 
ten  men,  enlisted  lor  Capt.  Swartwout's  company. 

Relcrred  to  the  above  committee. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Stephen  Gilbert,  the  person  who 
has  charge  of  the  cattle  mentioned  in  Mr.  W'isner's  letter, 
received  and  read  this  day,  was  read  and  approved  in  tlie 
following  words  : 

"  Committee  of  S.\>etv,  > 
"  Fishkill,  Deer,  -litd,  1776.  j 

"  Sir — Mr.  Wisner  informs  the  Committee  ol  Safety 
that  about  450  cattle  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  Conti- 
nental army,  are  now  at  Smiths  clove  under  your  care,  and 
desires  our  opinion  liow  they  ought  to  be  disposed  of.  W^e 
desire  you  to  apply  to  the  Commissary-General  for  his  di- 
rections. We  have  not  authority  to  interfere,  and  if  we 
thought  it  advisable  to  have  the  caiile  killed  and  put  up, 
we  have  no  salt.  If  the  cattle  are  ordered  to  follow  the  ar- 
my, your  own  prudence  will  suggest  tlie  necessity  of  using 
sucii  caution  as  will  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  hble.  servt. 
"PIERRE  VAN  CORTLANDT,  V.Prest. 

'■  Mr.  Stephen  Gilbert." 

Ordered,  Taat  the  same  be  transmitted. 

Colonel  Drake  delivered  in  the  report  of  the  committee 
relative  to  cattle,  stock,  &c.  in  Westchester  county,  which 
was  read  and  recommitted,  and  Mr.  Duane  added  to  tlie 
committee. 

Tiie  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
memorial  of  Capt.  James  Stewart,  delivered  in  their  report, 
which  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  That  on  examining  the  muster  and  subsistence  rolls 
of  Capt.  Stewart,  to  the  time  of  his  having  joined  Colonel 
Malcom's  regiment  on  the  2C!nd  of  August  last,  as  also 
what  money  was  paid  to  the  said  Capt.  Stewart,  they  find 
a  balance  of  £31  2s.  Qd.  due  to  him  for  bounty  and  sub- 
sistence for  his  company ;  and  that  as  Capt.  Slewart  has 
fully  acounted  for  the  money  advanced  to  him  by  this  State, 
he  ought  to  receive  his  pay.'" 


I'M-,  'n. 
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Jitsolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  agree  with 
iheir  committee  in  the  said  report, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  pay  to  Cap- 
i„n  James  Stewart  the  sum  of  £31  2s.  Od.  in  full  for 
bounty  and  subsistence  due  to  his  company,  until  it  became 
a  part  of  Colonel  Malcom's  regmient. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  pay  and  sub- 
sistence rolls  of  Charlotte  county  rangers,  deliverd  in  their 
report,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  that  is  to  say  : 

"  Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  pay  and 
tubsistence  rolls  of  Charlotte  county  rangers,  do  report :  On 
examinintr  tiie  said  pay  and  subsistence  rolls,  we  find  that 
by  the  incorrectness  in  the  original  rolls,  that  are  signed 
by  the  captains,  they  have  been  necessarily  redrawn  and 
corrected  ;  and  as  the  captains  have  not  signed  and  at- 
tested said  rolls,  we  give  it  as  our  opinion  that  the  said 
piy  and  subsistence  rolls  be  sent  to  the  committee  of 
Ct.irloite  county,  and  that  the  form  of  the  oaths  as  direct- 
ed by  this  House  be  wrote  on  the  back  of  each  of  the  said 
rolls'and  signed  by  the  captains,  that  tliereby  proper  vou- 
chers may  appear  to  said  rolls,  and  returned  to  this  Con- 
Tcntion.  And  whereas  great  difficulties  may  arise  to 
»-»id  men  for  want  of  said  pay,  we  give  it  as  our  opinion 
that  the  balance  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-four  pounds 
three  shillings  and  five  pence  three  farthings,  due  on  said 
rolls,  be  sent  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Charlotte,  to  be  paid  to  said  rangers  with  this  par- 
ucular  resolution,  that  the  ofiicers  before  they  receive  any 
of  said  pay  or  subsistence  money,  first  make  and  sub- 
fcribe  the  oath  wrote  on  tiie  back  of  said  pay  and  subsis- 
tence roll,  and  that  a  letter  be  written  by  the  Secretary  to 
tJie  chairman  of  said  committee,  enclosing  a  copy  of  this 
report,  together  with  said  pay  and  subsistence  roll. 

"MAT.  ADGATE, 

"  BENJN.  NEWKIRK, 

"  MATHEW  COiNTINE." 

'  Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  pay  to  Major  Alexr.  Web- 
rtcr,  liic  sum  of  four  hundred  and  sixty-four  pounds  three 
»hiiUn?s  and  b\d.  to  be  transmitted  to  the  committee  of 
Ch.irlotte  county  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  ran- 
fitu,  taking  a  receipt  of  said  Major  Webster  for  the  same, 
m.d  iliat  the  said  committee  regulate  themselves  in  paying 
ilic  s.iid  money  agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of  the  ConVen- 
vrnli.m  of  liic  Hcprcscntalives  of  this  Stale  on  the  23rd  of 
July  l.iM,  for  raising,  mustering  and  paying  tlie  said  ran- 
ccr<,  and  liie  resolves  and  instructions  of  this  committee 
of  the  'Jlsl  of  October  for  tlie  same  purpose,  and  the  re- 
solutions of  this  committee  of  the  12th  November;  that 
the  muster  rolls  be  delivered  on  oath  as  therein  directed  by 
each  commissioned  othcer  of  each  company,  making  re'- 
turn  before  it  is  transmiited  to  Convention  ;  and  that  they 
do  not  advance  any  jiart  of  this  money  for  any  rangers,  but 
such  as  armed  and  accoutred  agreeable  to  the  said  resolu- 
tions of  the  23rd  of  July  last. 

A  pay  roll  of  Cajit.  Isaac  Belknap's  company  of  ran- 
gers, raised  in  Ulster  county  from  the  10th  day  of  October 
to  the  «lh  day  of  November,  1776,  both  days  included  was 
delivered  by  the  commiitce  to  whom  it  was  referred.  A 
certificate  is  thereon  endorsed  m  the  words  following,  to 
wit  : 

"  I  do  hereby  certify  on  the  oath  I  have  taken  before  the 
committee  of  the  county  of  Ulster,  that  this  pay  roll  is 
just  and  true. 
"Kovr.  2ith,  1776. 

"  ISAAC  BELKNAP." 
"We,  the  subscribers  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  to  audit  this  pay  roll,  do  certify  that 
we  have  examined  the  same  and  allow  the  sum  of  £'92 
13s.  3(Z.  to  be  due  to  Capt.  Isaac  Belknap  therefor. 

"  DtcT.  2nd.  ma. 

"BENJ.  NEWKIRK, 
"MAT.  ADGATE, 
"MAT.  CONTINE." 


Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Capt 
Isaac  Belknap  on  his  receipt,  the  sum  of  £92  13^.  3^/.  in 
full,  for  the  pay  of  his  company,  from  the  lOlh  day  of  Oc- 
tober to  the  8ih  day  ot  November,  both  days  included 

A  roll  of  subsistence  or  billeiing  of  the  ofiicers,  non- 
commissioned ofiicers  and  privates  of  Capt  J^ol knap's 
said  company,  from  the  10th  day  of  October  in  the  Slh 
of  Novr  both  days  included,  was  also  delivered  in,  cer- 
tified and  audited  by  the  same  gentlemen  in  a  manner  simi- 
lar to  the  above  mentioned  pay  roll ;  whereby  u  is  certified 
that  they  allow  the  sum  of  fifty-four  pounds  ^evcniecn  ■^hW- 
lings  and  six  pence  to  be  due  to  the  said  Isaac  i5ell<nap 
for  the  billeting  of  his  company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  lo  the 
said  Capt.  Isaac  Belknap,  on  his  receipt,  the  sum  of  fifiy- 
four  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence,  in  full  for 
the  billeting  and  subsistence  of  his  company  froni'ihe 
10th  day  of  October  to  the  8th  day  of  Novr.  both  days  in- 
cluded. 

A  pay  roll  of  a  second  lieutenant,  two  non-commissioned 
officers  and  eight  privates,  late  part  of  Capt.  Wm.  Lud- 
lum's  company  in  Colonel  Josiah  Smith's  regiment,  was 
delivered  to  the  Committee  of  Safety.  Thereon  is  wrote 
an  aflidavit  of  Ephraim  Marston,  the  said  second  lieutenant, 
sworn  before  the  Vice-President,  that  the  persons  ihereia 
named  are  in  such  parts  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  States 
not  in  the  possession  of  ihe  enemy  ;  that  they  served  the 
time  therein  mentioned,  to  wit,  one  month  and  seven  days. 
Thereon  is  also  endorsed  a  certificate  in  the  words,  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

"  Your  committee  appointed  by  the  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty to  audit  this  pay  roll,  having  examined  the  same,  do 
allow  the  sum  of  forty-four  pounds  twelve  shillings  and 
four  pence  due  to  Lieutenant  Ephraim  Marstoii  and  the 
persons  therein  mentioned. 
''December  2nd,  1776.  , 

"BEN.  NEWKIRK, 
"  MAT.  ADGATE, 
"MAT.  CONTINE." 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Lieut. 
Ephraim  Marston  the  sum  of  forty-four  pounds  t.velve 
shillings  and  four  pence  in  full  for  the  wages  due  to  him- 
self and  the  odier  persons  named  in  the  said  muster  roll, 
taking  Lieut.  Marston's  receipt  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  ^lajor 
James  Abeel  the  sum  of  twenty-five  pounds  and  six  pence, 
in  full  for  his  disbursements  for  subsisting  sundry  men  un- 
der his  command  lo  Long  island  for  the  purpose  of  appre- 
hending a  number  of  disaffected  persons  by  order  of  the 
committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  agreeable  to  an  ac- 
count delivered  in  and  sworn  to  by  Major  Abeel. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  account  trans- 
mitted by  Colo.  Hay,  delivered  in  their  report,  which  was 
read  and  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Your  committee  lo  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  A. 
Hawkes  Hay,  report,  that  they  have  examined  the  account 
which  was  therein  enclosed  from  the  precinct  of  Haver- 
straw,  and  find  it  unaccompanied  by  any  vouchers,  except 
one  for  £155  I9i.  9d.  for  liquors.  That  by  a  certificate 
at  the  foot  of  the  account,  ihey  find  that  A.  Hawkes  Hav, 
Esqr.  has,  in  his  possession,  vouchers  for  every  article 
therein  charged.  That  as  the  account  is  for  a  very  con- 
siderable sum,  they  are  desirous  of  having  the  vouchers 
with  it,  and  therefore  are  of  opinion  that  the  following  let- 
ter be  wrote  to  Mr.  Hay,  to  wit  : 

"  '  Sir — The  account  which  you  enclosed  to  Mr.  John 
McKesson  from  the  precinct  of  Haverslraw  for  necessa- 
ries furnished  the  troops  who  guarded  the  shore  in  July 
and  August  last,  has  been  laid  before  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  but  being  unaccompanied  by  any  receipts  or  vouch- 
ers, cannot  well  be  audited.  I  therefore  beg  that  you  will 
send  the  several  vouchers,  which  by  a  certificate  at  the 
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foot  of  the  general  account  signed  by  you,  I  find  are  in 
your  possession. 

"  '1  am,  &c. 
"  •  A.  Hawkes  Hay,  Esqr.' 

"MAT.  A  DO  ATE, 
"MAT.  CONTINE, 
"BEN.  NEWKIRK." 
Ordered,  That  ihe  said  letter  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Sundry  resolutions  relative  to  burning  the  court  house 
at  White  Plains  were  read  and  agreed  to,  and  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

Whetreas  this  Committee  have  been  informed  that  sun- 
dry of  the  inhabitanis  of  this  State  have  been  unjustly 
plundered  of  their  properly  by  the  troops  of  the  Continen- 
tal army  ;  and  that  the  public  and  private  buildings  at  the 
White  Plains,  in  the  counly  of  Westchester,  have  been 
wantonly  and  wickedly  burned  bv,  as  tins  Convention  are 
informed,  an  olFicer  and  a  partv  under  Ins  command,  with- 
out orders  from  his  superior  otiicer  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  first.  That  the  laws  of  tlie  counlry  are  not 
suspended  or  superseded  by  the  military  code  or  the  pre- 
sence of  the  army. 

Second,  That  in  all  cases  where  both  the  party  offend- 
ing and  the  party  injured  are  not  enlisted  in  the  Coiilineu- 
tal  army,  that  the  otfenders  are  amenable  to  tlie  laws  of 
the  country. 

Third,  That  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  the  burning  of 
dwelling  houses  is  felony  without  the  benefit  of  the  clergy 
and  punishable  with  death. 

Fourth,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  General  Washing- 
ton, requesting  that  the  officer  directing  the  burning  of  ihe 
court  house  and  dwelling  houses  at  tlie  White  Plains,  be 
delivered  to  this  Committee  or  the  Convention  of  this  State, 
in  order  to  his  being  tried  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  if 
guilty,  punished  thereby. 

Fifth,  That  the  flonourabie  Continental  Congress  be 
informed  of  these  resolutions  and  requested  to  nialie  such 
alterations  in  the  military  law,  as  more  eU'ectually  to  pre- 
vent the  robbery  and  phinder  of  the  inhabitanis  of  those 
Stales  in  which  the  armies  are,  and  to  General  Washing- 
ton, asking  his  concurrence  in  such  request. 

Sixth,  That  this  State  will  make  every  sacrifice  neces- 
sary for  the  safety  of  the  general  cause  of  America.  At 
the  same  lime,  that  they  will  use  their  utmost  endeavours 
to  repress  any  wanton  or  needless  destruction  of  their 
country  or  violation  of  the  rights  of  its  inhabitants. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  be  enirrossed  and  transmitted  to 
Congress,  and  that  another  copv  be  transmitted  to  Gene- 
ral Washington  ;  and  that  ]\Ir.  R.  R.  Livingston  prepare 
and  report  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  General  \\'ashington  to  en- 
close the  same. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Congress  was  read  and  approved. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed  and  trans- 
mitted. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Hughes,  assistant  quaiter-master-general  in  the  Conti- 
nental army,  respecting  a  quantity  ot  stock  driven  off  bv 
order  of  Genl.  Lee,  from  the  lower  part  of  the  counly  of 
Westchester,  to  prevent  their  falling  nito  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  have  according  lo  oroer  brouglilthe  same  into  Con- 
vention, and  do  report  the  following  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  stock  lately  removed  from  the  lower 
part  of  the  county  of  Westchester  to  the  pasture  of  Col. 
McDaniel  in  Bedford,  be  put  under  the  direclion  of  Major 
Jos.  Strong  and  Joseph  Young,  who  are  authorized  lo  no- 
tify in  the  most  public  manner  the  artificial  marks  of  the 
said  stock,  and  that  such  of  them  as  belong  lo  the  good 
subjects  of  this  State,  will  be  delivered  to  the  owners  on 
a  day  to  be  prefixed  in  the  said  notice,  and  that  the  same 
shall  be  delivered  accordingly.  And  that  such  parts  of  the 
said  stock  as  belong  lo  traitors  lo  this  Slate  who  have  join- 
ed the  enemy  or  fled,  or  are  known  lo  be  inimical  lo  the 
United  Stales,  or  which  shall  not  be  claimed  as  aforesaid 
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by  the  good  subjects  of  this  State,  shall  be  disposed  of 
to  the  best  advantage,  by  ihe  persons  appoinled  to  take  the 
care  thereof,  who  shall  keep  a  regular  account  of  the  marks 
of  the  stock,  and  the  price  at  which  each  head  so  sold,  and 
transmit  the  account  and  money  to  be  deposited  in  the 
treasury  of  this  State,  and  be  allowed  a  reasonable  rccom- 
pence  for  their  trouble,  provided  that  such  parts  of  the  said 
stock  as  shall  be  delivered  lo  the  owners  in  pursuance  of 
ihis  resolution,  shall,  if  not  immediately  sold,  be  secured  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  enemy,  and  not  returned  to  the  place 
from  whence  they  were  removed  by  order  of  Genl.  Lee. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  preceding  resolution  be 
immediately  forwarded  to  Mr.  Jos.  Strong  and  Jos.  Youn<T. 

Ordered,  That  two  copies  thereof  be  engrossed  and  one 
transmitted  lo  each  of  the  agents  therein  named. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  General  Washington,  was  read 
and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

"  Sir — Agreeable  to  the  direciions  of  tlie  Committee 
of  Safely,  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  send  your  Excellen- 
cy the  enclosed  resolutions,  and  to  assure  you  that  it  is 
with  extreme  pain  that  they  find  themselves  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  passing  them.  The  singular  wantonness  and 
cruelty  of  the  persons  concerned  in  burning  the  public  and 
private  buildings  at  the  White  Plains,  which  even  a  bar- 
barous enemy  had  left  uninjured,  has  excited  a  general 
indignation,  and  made  many  careless  about  the  event' of  our 
cause  who  may  have  reason  to  apprehend  as  great  evis 
from  the  licentiousness  of  their  friends,  as  from  the  hos- 
liluies  of  the  enemy.  * 

"  Other  complaints  have  been  offered  against  the  ra- 
pine of  the  soldiers,  who  ^re  accused  of  plundering  a  peo- 
ple, who  from  the  unavoidable  miseries  of  war  would,  when 
most  tenderly  treated,  be  objects  of  compassion. 

"  The  committee  are  loo  well  satisiied  of  your  Ex- 
cellency's benevolence  and  justice  to  think  that  any  thing 
of  this  kind  which  comes  lo  your  knowledge,  will  escape 
the  punishment  which  you  are  empowered  to  intlict,  but 
which  unhappily  is,  in  many  cases,  far  shoit  of  what  the 
crime  merits.  To  this  they  impute  the  frequency  of  offen- 
ces, and  have  therefore  troubled  your  Excellency  with  the 
request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  concu'  w'lth  them  in  re- 
presenting lo  the  Honourable  the  Cong'ess,  the  necessity 
of  making  it  capital  for  any  officer  or  soldier  to  pillage  the 
inhabitants,  or  without  your  Excelletcy's  command  to  ra- 
vage the  counlry  which  they  can  with  pleasure  declare  they 
have  the  highest  reason  to  believe  'viH  never  be  given,  but 
when  the  interest  of  the  communitv  should  require  it.  To 
this  they  flalter  themselves,  their  pastresolutions  huveshown 
tlial  they  are  not  unwilling  to  venture  every  proper  sacri- 
fice—  in  the  mean  time,  think  it  their  duty  to  declare  that 
the  presence  of  the  army  does  not  supersede  the  laws  of 
ihe  country,  and  pray  your  Excellency's  assistance  in  ena- 
bling them  to  execute  them  upon  those  who  are  immediately 
under  your  command. 

"  I  have  the  honr.  to  be,  &;c. 
"  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington," 

Ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  Scott,  of  the  30lh  Novr.  was  read 
and  filed,  wherein  he  stales  that  from  the  returns,  he  finds 
the  number  of  his  brigade  who  are  willing  to  continue  in 
service  for  another  month  are  too  inconsiderable  to  be  re- 
tained. 

A  letter  from  Major  Lockwood,  giving  intelligence  of  the 
enemy  in  the  Sound,  was  read  and  filed. 

The  Committee  were  informed  that  Colo.  Lett  is  in  ad- 
vance a  considerable  sum,  as  one  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  cause  the  poor  to  be  removed  from  the  city  of 
iNew-York. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  advance  and 
pay  (o  Colo.  Lott,  the  sum  of  £100,  on  account  of  the 
moneys  by  him  advanced  in  causing  ihe  poor  inhabitants  to 
be  removed  from  the  city  of  New- York,  by  order  of  tha... 
Convention  of  the  Representatives  of  this  Slate. 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-niorrow  morning. 
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Monday,  4  ho.  P.  M.  Deer.  2nd,  1776. 
fjic  Committee  of  Safety  met  on  the  summons  of  the 

PussNT— P-  Van  Cortlandt,  V.  Presi. 

Mr.  Harper— A'cu-l'ork. 

Col.  Van  CorllaniU— U'esicAes/er. 

Mr.  A.  Yates,  5Ir.  Atlgale— wi/taiiy. 

Col.  Allison,  Mr.  Little— Ora;isr«. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  L  hommedieu,  Mr.  Miller— Sujo/fc. 

Major  W'ehitcr— Charlotte. 

Mr.  Contine — Cliler. 

M.  R-  R.  Livingston— Du/c'ifs. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk— Tryon- 
Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Mr. 
Ben.  Hincliman,  on  his  receipt,  10  dollars,  for  his  trouble 
and  "disbursements,  atid  his  time  delayed  as  an  express  to 
Genl.  Scott  at  Havcrstraw,  with  a  gratuity  sent  to  be  given 
10  General  Scott's  brigade. 

Mr.  Robert  Harper  informed  the  Committee  ot  Safety 
tha'l  the  members  of  Convention  appoinied  a  committee  to 
procure  the  clothing  on  hand  belonging  to  this  Slate,  to  be 
made  up  for  soldiers'  use,  have  disbursed  some  of  their 
own  money  to  pay  poor  women,  tailors  and  others  by  tlieni 
employed  in  lhat  business,  and  in  purchasing  thread  and 
other  materials ;  that  ihey  are  yet  indebted  for  the  like  purpo- 
les,  and  will  have  daily  occasion  to  make  further  cxpendi- 
lt:rcs,  and  therefore  beg  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for 
JC400. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Mr. 
Robt.  Harper,  as  one  of  the  commiuce,  on  his  receipt,  the 
sum  of  £400,  for  the  purpose  of  such  expenditures  in  pro- 
curing clothing  to  be  made  for  the  Continental  troops,  for 
which  sum  the  said  committee  shall  account  to  the  Con- 
vention or  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  State. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  no.  a.  m- 

Deer.  2rd,  1776. 

PiisEST — P.  Vai.  Cortlandt,  Vice-Prest. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  I>iane,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Genl.  Scolt- 
AVif^  York. 


Mr.  .K.  Yates,  Mr.  Afgate,  Mr.  Cuyler — .Albany. 
Major  Webster— C/ia)'o(/e. 

Mr.  W.  Smilh,  Mr.  Mili<;r,  Mr.  L'hommedieu— Su/o/fc. 
Mr.  Little.  Col.  Allison-Orange. 
Mr.  Contine— t'/sier. 

Mr.  Moore,  .Mr.  Harper,  Mt.  Newkirk — Tryon. 
Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Genl.  Morris — IVestchcsler. 

A  letter  from  Colo.  Isaac  Nicoll,  dated  at  Peekskill.  on 
the  first  day  of  December  instant,  and  directed  to  Colo. 
Pierre  Van  Corilandi,  was  read.  He  therein  informs  that 
there  is  a  consnlerable  quantity  of  goods  and  houseliold  fur- 
niture in  stores  near  Orange  Town,  belonging  to  Colo.  Wil- 
liam Bayard,  and  sundry  other  disaffected  persons,  who 
are  now  actually  with  the  enemy.  That  there  is  a  consi- 
derable amount  of  goods  in  and  about  ihe  camp,  and  two 
horses,  one  yoke  ol  oxen  and  cart  belonging  to  Joshua 
Barnes,  wiiich  goods  were  taken  or.  tlieir  way  to  the  en- 
emy ;  that  he  could  have  them  secured  for  the  good  of  the 
State  if  directed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Diiane,  Mr.  Moore  and  Mr.  R.  R. 
Livingston,  be  a  committee  to  consider  nf  and  report  on 
the  said  letter,  and  to  devise  an  ordinance  for  securing  all 
estates  and  effects  which  are  deserted  by  the  owners,  or 
whicii,  though  under  the  care  of  others,  belongio  the  enemy, 
or  who  have  absconded. 

Whereas  the  Committee  of  Safety  are  informed  that 
Mr.  Joseph  Young  has  declined  the  trust  reposed  in  him 
by  the  resolution  of  yesterday,  for  disposing  of  the  stock 
in  Colo.  McDaniel's  pastures  at  Bedford  : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  William  Miller  be  and  is  hereby  ap- 


pointed a  commissioner  in  the  place  of  the  said  Joscpli 
Young,  and  that  lhat  part  of  the  said  resolution  passed  yes- 
terday which  directs  advertising  the  artificial  marks  of  the 
said  stock  be  dispensed  wiih. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  John  Bard,  dated  the  1st  iiist.  was 
read.  The  Doctor  therein  mcniions  that  as  teams  appear 
at  present  much  wanted  at  the  Fishkills,  he  lias  lakcii  the 
liberty  to  offer  his  for  the  public  service  fur  a  wttk,  which 
he  begs  may  be  at  his  private  expense. 

A  letter  to  Doctor  Bard  was  thereupon  dra\Mi,  a'^rerd 
to  and  sent,  in  the  words  following,  to  wu  : 

"  Sir — The  Committee  of  Sately  have  received  your 
polite  letter  and  generous  offer  of  the  use  of  your  ic.un  for 
the  public  without  reward.  Mr.  Duer,  who  lias  Uic  direc- 
tion of  the  quarter-master's  department,  informs  us  that  he 
will  be  able  to  procure  a  suflicieiit  number  of  teams  for  i!ic 
service.  The  Committee  ot  Safety  have  llicrclorc  d.esircd 
me  to  give  orders  that  yours  be  iinmediately  returned,  and 
to  assure  you  that  they  entertain  a  proper  sense  ul  vour  re- 
gard for  your  country  in  the  critical  situation  of  our  pubhc 
affairs.  . 

"  I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c." 
A  letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  Esqr.  one  of  the  marine 
committee  of  Congress,  dated  the  tweniy-seventh  ultimo, 
was  read,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  Gentlemen — Upon  the  inforination  given  to  the  ma- 
rine cominitlee  by  Capt.  Patrick  Dennis,  of  the  then  slate 
of  tlie  frigates  built  at  l^oughkeepsie,  the  said  coinmiiiee 
desired  me  to  inform  you  that  it  was  their  opinion,  those 
ships  being  launched  should  as  soon  as  possible  be  sent  up 
to  Esopus  creek,  to  be  theie  laid  up  for  the  winter,  as  there 
appears  at  present  no  prospect  of  bringing  them  inio  ser- 
vice for  this  year.  And  it  is  their  opinion  lhat  a  lieutenant 
of  marines  be  appointed,  with  orders  given  him  to  imme- 
diately enlist  thirty  marines  to  guard  those  fnaates  during 
winter,  and  that  all  such  stores  that  are  remaining,  logeiher 
with  those  belonging  lo  such  vessels  as  were  ordered  to  be 
sunk  ill  the  North  and  East  rivers,  be  also  put  under  the 
care  of  said  lieutenant  of  marines. 

"  That  Capt.  Dennis,  who  has  at  present  the  custody  of 
all  the  rigging,  &c.  belonging  to  the  vessels  so  sunk,  be  di- 
rected to  deliver  the  same  lo  said  lieutenant,  turnishin!i 
htm  with  an  inventory  of  the  particulars ;  a  copy  thereof 
to  be  signed  by  the  lieulenanl,  and  transmiUed  to  ihe  ma- 
rine committee,  who  apprehend  the  stores  aforesaid  will 
be  this  winter  wanted  by  Genl.  Schuyler. 

"  In  regard  to  the  destination  of  the  frigates  for  the 
winter,  if  you  see  any  likelihood  of  their  being  brought 
into  use,  they  are  submitted  entirely  lo  vour  direction. 
Upon  your  nominating  the  lieutenant,  his  commission  will 
be  sent  up  to  you  as  you,  are  more  immediately  upon  the 
spot.  In  regard  to  the  frigates,  the  marine  commiUce  re- 
fers it  to  your  judgment  to  direct  what  may  be  necessary 
to  be  done  wiiii  them,  and  desires  you  would  advise  them 
lliercof. 

"  I  am  respectfully,  sirs, 

"  Your  very  hble.  servt. 

"F.  LEWIS. 

"  Phila.  27th  Novr.  1776." 

A  letter  from  Capt.  Samuel  Tudor,  dated  at  Poughkeep- 
sie  on  the  2nd  instant,  was  received  and  read,  and  is  in 


the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Poughkcepsie,  2nd  December,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen — We  have  just  received  a  leiier  from  the 
marine  committee,  directing  us  in  every  m.aiter  to  take 
your  directions.  We  shall  proceed  with  the  ships  as  soon 
as  wind  will  permit.  When  we  leave  the  yard,  there  will 
be  a  quantity  of  plank,  timber  and  stores  left,  which  we  beg 
your  advice  what  to  do  willi.  We  think  it  would  be  pru- 
dent to  pile  up  the  plank  and  limber,  and  lock  the  stores 
up  in  the  shops.  It  may  likewise  be  prudent  lo  have  a  man 
lo  take  care  of  them.  It  has  been  hinted  to  us  lhat  you 
intend  building  floating  batteries ;  if  so,  we  conceive  our 
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carpenters  (the  bulk  we  have  just  discharged)  would  be 
very  useful  to  you,  and  may  now  eiii;,ii^e,  ihoui^h  some 
are  daily  going  away;  the  sooner  you  lei  us  know  wlielher 
you  want  them  llie  belier. 

"We  are,  genilemen,  your  very  lible.  servts. 

"SAML.  TL'DEli." 

Ordered,  That  Jlr.  William  Smiili,  Mr.  Rul^ers  and 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  be  a  coinmilleo  to  consider  of  ilie 
said  letter  of  Francis  Lewis,  Esqr.  and  Capt.  SSamuel  Tu- 
dor, and  report  thereon  with  all  convenicni  speed. 

A  letter  from  General  George  Clmion,  dated  the  first 
inst.  was  received  and  read,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  Fort  Conslilxdion,  ls(  December,  1~'6. 

"Sir — I  arrived  here  yesterday  evcniiii;  with  two  regi- 
ments, consisting  of  about  five  hundred  men,  dcsiuicd  ior 
garrisoning  this  fort,  and  obslrucling  liie  navigaiion  of  the 
river  near  Polopiii's  island,  agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  the 
Convention.  I  immediately  sent  off  the  engineer  with 
about  one  hundred  men  to  get  timber  for  the  purpose,  but 
I  am  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  have  a.\es  for  the  teniii  part 
of  the  number,  though  I  have  used  my  best  endeavours  to 
procure  as  many  as  I  possibly  could.  Axes  therefore,  three 
or  four  light  anchors  and  cables,  drag  ropes,  screws,  scows 
and  other  boats  for  collecting  of  stores,  1  must  beg  the 
Convention  will  endeavour  to  supply  me  wiili  as  quick  as 
possible.  The  business  otherwise  mu^t  in  a  great  mea- 
sure stand  still  ;  I  have  smiths  employed  making  axes,  and 
I  shall  make  them  work  day  and  night  to  re()lace  those 
you  may  supply  ine  with ;  and  when  General  Lee's  di- 
"vision  passes  the  river,  and  they  are  now  at  Peckskill, 
we  shall  be  able  to  get  a  number  of  boats  from  that  quar- 
ter, but  for  the  present  we  must  be  supplied  by  Conven- 
lion,  if  possible.  I  have  about  40  artilicers,  wincii  are  as 
many  as  can  be  well  einploved,  and  being  furnished  with 
the  above  articles  only,  I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  carry  on 
the  work  without  troubling  your  Honourable  House  in 
some  time  for  any  other  supplies. 

"Capt.  Bedlow  has  hitheito  acted  here  as  a  commissary 
of  stores,  and  Mr.  Lawrence  as  clerk  of  the  check,  and  as 
there  are  no  other  persons  appointed  to  lake  charge  of  the 
stores,  tools,  &c.  or  keep  the  accounts  wluch  will  be  ne- 
cessarily multiplied  by  ihis  new  business,  I  am  ol  opinion 
it  will  be  best  to  continue  them.  I  am  sure  if  they  do  their 
duty,  as  I  don't  doubt  they  will,  they  will  save  ten  limes 
more  than  their  wages  ;  especially  as  it  will  he  out  of  my 
power  to  do  my  own  duty  and  attend  particularly  to  that 
part  of  the  business. 

"There are  three  or  four  artilicers  who  have  been  for  some 
time  past  employed  here,  (lliough  nut  belonging  to  the  ar- 
my ;)  and  as  I  am  informed  they  are  industrious,  active 
men,  1  would  wish  to  continue  them,  as  I  believe  it  will  be 
an  advantage  ;  but  I  shall  not  engage  anv  of  them  to  re- 
main in  the  service  till  I  can  have  the  advice  of  Conven- 
tion. 

"  The  bearer,  Capt.  Bedlow,  who  will  wait  your  answer 
and  bring  down  such  of  the  wanted  articles  as  you  can  fur- 
nish us  with,  will  inform  you  oi  the  scandalous  manner 
some  of  the  militia  left  this  place,  without  returning  the 
ammunition  or  other  public  stores  they  had  been  fur- 
nished with. 

"  .Mr.  Livingston  gave  me  reason  to  hope  I  should  have 
three  companies  of  rangers  join  me  ;  1  wish  to  have  them, 
as  we  shall  want  all  the  aid  Convention  can  give  us,  and 
I  have  a  strong  desire  lo  work  those  gentry  a  little.  If  they 
should  object  agninst  going  out  of  their  county,  as  I  have 
heard  they  do,  I'll  fix  them  in  it.  Tiiey  w  ill  be  equally  con- 
venient lo  the  work. 

"  I  am  with  due  respect, 

"  Your  mo.  obt.  servt. 

"GEO.  CLLNTON. 

"To  the  Honble.  the  Prest. 

of  the  Convention,  of  the  State  of  Xcw.York." 

Ordered,  That  this  letter  be  committed  lo  (a>1o.  Allison, 

Mr.  Cuyler  and  Mr.  Contine,  the  committee  appointed  lo 


furnish  such  necessaries  as  General  Clinton  may  have  oc- 
casion for  in  the  obslrucling  the  navigation  ot  Hudson's 
river. 

A  petition  of  Phoebe  Oakley,  was  read,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
New-York,  in  Convention  assembled. 
"  The  petition  of  Phoebe  Oakley,  of  the  Borouuh  town 
of  Westchester,  in  the  county  of  Westchester  and  State 
of  New-York, 

"  HuMCLY   SHEWETH  : 

"  That  your  petitioner,  to  avoid  the  depredations  of  a 
cruel  enemy  who  had  then  landed  at  Fross  neck,  sent  di- 
vers of  her  effects  to  her  brother-in-law  Talnian  Pugsley's, 
at  the  manor  of  Pliillipse.  That  your  petitioner  hath  been 
inhumanly  robbed  and  plundered  of  all  her  said  clfccts  by 
Capt.  Ford  and  his  company  of  Colo.  Brewer's  regiment. 
That  your  petitioner  hath  not  as  yet  been  al)lo  to  recover 
any  ot  her  effects:  for  the  particulars  of  which,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  same  were  taken  from  her  and  divid- 
ed among  the  plunderers,  your  petitioner  begs  leave  to  re- 
fer to  the  affidavits  subjoined  to  this  petition. 

"  That  your  petitioner  liaih  been  informed  that  such  base 
and  unmanly  ravages  arc  not  countenanced  bv  the  reaula- 
lions  prescribed  for  the  government  of  the  American  army, 
but  on  the  contrary  hath  been  advised  that  the  Gene- 
rals of  the  said  army  will,  on  application,  deliver  to  the  civil 
authority  of  this  Slate, „all  such  persons  as  wantonly  tres- 
pass against  the  laws  thereof,  and  particularly  in  the  cases 
of  llielt,  robbery  and  other  felonies. 

"  Wherefore  your  petilioncr  humbly  prays  thai  this  Con- 
vention, who  are  and  ouglii  lo  be  the  guardians  of  the  rights 
of  the  people  of  this  State,  will  be  pleased  to  assert  ihe 
same  by  taking  cognizance  of  the  crimes  committed  by 
Capt.  Ford  against  your  petitioner,  and  extending  to  him 
the  laws  for  such  cases  provided.  And  further  that  appli- 
cation may  be  made  lo  the  Honourable  the  General  Congress 
for  a  resolution  lo  compel  Captain  Ford  and  his  company 
lo  make  resiitulion  lo  the  many  unhappy  sufferers  whom 
they  have  basely  stripped  and  pillcrcd.  xViid  your  peti- 
tioner shall  ever  pray, 
j  "PHEBE  OAKLEY." 

j  "  Dutches  County,  ss. — Phebe  Oakley  of  the  Borough 
,  town  of  Westchester,  in  the  county  of  Westchester,  single 
I  woman,  of  full  age,  being  sworn  on  llie  Holy  Evange- 
list of  Almighty  God,  deposelh  and  sailh,  lliat  on  the 
day  the  enemy  look  possession  of  Frogs  neck,  she  sent  a 
trunk  covered  with  seal  skin,  and  filled  with  linen  and 
cloths,  and  some  writings  of  great  value,  to  her  brother- 
in-law  Talman  Piigley's,  on  the  manor  of  Philipse,  in  order 
that  the  same  iniglu  be  out  of  the  way  of  the  enemy ; 
and  that  together  with  ihe  said  trunk,  she  also  sent  to  the 
same  place  five  feather  beds  and  bedding,  one  looking 
glass,  one  copper  coffee  keltic  wiih  lairip  and  sland,  two 
muffs  in  cases,  a  long  blue  clolh  cloak,  one  pair  of  brass 
knobbed  andirons,  one  painicd  and  one  woollen  floor  clolh, 
one  copper  tea  kettle,  two  pewler  dishes  and  one  dozen  of 
plates, a  whole  set  of  lea  china,  and  a  small  red  trunk  belong- 
ing to  Capt.  John  Berrian,  two  large  willow  baskets  with  a 
variety  of  articles  and  clothing  in  them,  and  a  pair  of 
boots  almost  new,  a  pair  of  brass  candlesticks  and  some 
books.  That  she  remembers  there  were  in  liiesaid  trunk  ten 
j  yards  of  pea  green  taffeta,  a  light  brown  mantua  gown,  a 
plain  satin  cloak,  a  light  blue  silk  quilt,  a  dark  chintz 
gown,  a  blue  copperplate  gown,  a  chintz  frock  for  a  child, 
one  calico  bed  quill,  50  yards  of  new  linen,  lurniiure 
for  one  bed  of  blue  and  white  calico,  furniture  for  one 
bed  of  white  diaper,  furniture  for  one  bed  of  very  dark 
blue  and  white  calico,  furniture  for  another  bed  of  white 
diaper,  furniture  for  one  bed  of  while  cotton  and  linen, 
nine  diaper  table  cloths  of  different  figures,  one  dozen  of 
diaper  napkins,  ten  homespun  and  boughi  linen  shifts, 
one  dozen  of  homespun  and  bought  linen  shirts,  half  a 
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Jazen  of  muslin  sacks,  ten  pair  of  linen  sheets  and  ten 
HI  of  pillow  cases,  a  striped  silk  and  cotton  jacket,  three 
uir  of  white  drilling  breeches,  one  red  morocco  pocket 
\>oo^,  one  white  satin  hat,  one  dozen  pair  of  linen  and 
cotton  stockings,  a  half  a  dozen  linen  and  cotton  siocknigs 
in  anotlier  parcel,  besides  a  number  of  caps,  handkerchiefs, 
aprons  and  children's  clothing,  the  particulars  of  whicii 
»he  cannot  rememlier ;  that  in  the  said  trunk  were  books 
of  accounts,  bonds,  notes,  receipts  and  title  deeds  belong- 
ing to  her  father,  the  late  Alderman  Oakley's  estate.  That 
this  deponent  coniniucd  at  the  borjugh  town  of  Westches- 
ter, with  her  brotlier's  widow,  till  the  enemy  had  evacuated 
thai  place.  Tiiat  then  the  deponent  went  to  the  manor  of 
Phillipsc  inquest  of  her  trunk  and  other  effects  sent  there 
as  aforesaid  ;  that  on  coming  there  she  was  informed  by 
ber  said  brotlier-in-law  Talinon  Pngsley,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived the  said  trunk  and  olher  things  sent  to  liim  as  afore- 
said, but  that  while  lie  was  gone  from  home  with  some  of 
his  elTfCts,  and  before  he  could  relurn  for  another  load  his 
hvju^c  was  plundered  as  he  was  informed,  and  believed  to 
l>/  true,  bv  Capt.  Ford  and  his  company  of  Colonel  Brew- 
er's rr^iiii'ent  of  the  Massachusetts  in  the  American  army, 
and  tliat  this  deponent's  effects  aforesaid  had  been  carried 
away  by  them  ;  that  lier  said  brother-in-law,  further  told 
her  he  had  applied  to  Captain  Ford  for  restitution  of  the 
»aiJ  effects  ;  that  Capt.  Ford  confessed  that  he  had  some 
of  tht-m,  but  would  not  deliver  them  up  or  let  him  see 
ihcin  ;  that  thereupon  this  deponent  applied  to  General 
llcalli  who  behaved  to  her  as  a  gentleman  and  man  of 
honor ;  that  the  General  told  her  that  he  would  put  him  un- 
der arrest ;  that  this  deponent  has  never  received  any  of  the 
said  effects,  but  has  heard  that  part  of  them  were  sold,  and 
Captain  Pollard  told  her  he  was  informed  that  Capt.  Ford 
baJ  sent  off  two  or  tliree  men  to  Connecticut  with  plunder ; 
and  further  tliis  deponent  saith  not. 

"PHEBE  OAKLEY. 
"Sworn  the  2nd  December,  1776,  i 
before  me.  ) 

"  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  V.  Prest." 
"Dutches  County,  ss. — Tolmon  Pugsley  of  the  manor 
of  I'iiilipsc,  yeoman,  in  the  aforesaid  affidavit  mentioned,  of 
fiili  Bge,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelist  of  Al- 
init;liiy  ("od,  deposeili  and  saith,  tliat  he  received  the  trunk 
and  other  effects  mentioned  in  the  said  affidavit,  to  have 
been  .«cnl  to  his  house  by  his  sister-in-law,  Phebe  Oakley. 
Tfi.il  on  the  day  liie  battle  was  fouglit  at  Chatterton  hill  at 
the  While  Plains,  iliis  deponent  began  to  remove. his  ef- 
fects to  ilic  house  of  his  lather,  who  lived  about  six  miles 
to  llie  northward  of  him;  that  he  arrived  at  his  father's  in 
the  evening  of  ihc  said  day  wiih  a  load  of  goods  ;  that  he 
stayed  all  inglil  at  his  father's;  that  the  next  morning  he 
leiurned  home,  with  intent  to  remove  the  rest  of  his  efTects, 
but  to  his  surprise  was  informed  by  his  neighbors  that  his 
house  had  in  his  absence  been  plundered  by  Capt.  Ford 
and  his  company,  who  were  encamped  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ;  that  the  deponent  went  in  pursuit  of  the  said  effects, 
but  hath  never  been  able  to  recover  any  of  them  ;  that  on 
his  application  lo  Capt.  Ford  for  the  said  effects,  Capt. 
Ford  said  he  had  some  things,  but  did  not  believe  tliey  be- 
longed to  this  deponent;  that  the  deponent  then  described 
a  suit  of  curtains,  bed  qiiilt  and  other  articles,  and  desired 
Capt.-  Ford  to  examine  with  this  deponent  the  things  he 
confessed  he  had,  to  see  it  they  were  not  among  them; 
lhat  Capt.  Ford  replied  he  would  not  show  this  deponent 
where  the  said  goods  were  or  what  they  were,  and  gave 
this  deponent  a  great  deal  of  very  abusive  language  ;'and 
further  this  deponent  saiih  not. 

"  TOLMON  PUGSLEY. 
"  Sworn  the  2nd  day  of  Deer.  1776,  > 
before  me.  y 
"Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  V.  President." 

''  Dutches  County,  ss. — Ebenczer  BurriU  of  Lynn,  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  a 


private  in  Capt.  Pollard's  company  of  Colonel  Brewer's  re- 
giment of  artificers,  of  full  age,  being  sworn  on  the  Holy 
Evangelist  of  Almighty  God,"deposelti  and  saith,  that  the 
day  alter  the  fight  at  Chatterton  hill  at  the  While  Plains, 
this  deponent  was  at  Young's  tavern  on  the  manor  of 
Philipse,  where  he  was  taking  care  of  some  carpenters' 
tools  by  order  of  his  captain  ;  that  this  deponent  went  the 
said  day  from  thence  in  company  wiili  one  Be.'-sct,  of  Capt. 
Ford's  company,  to  his  captain's  quarters,  fur  hirihcr  orders 
respecting  the  said  tools  ;  that  in  his  way  ihithcr  lie  passed 
by  an  encampment  which  the  said  Bossel  lold  tins  de[)0- 
nent  was  Capt.  Ford's  company,  and  at  which  ihc  said 
Bossel  stopped;  and  this  deponent  further  saith  thai  un  lus 
return  from  his  captain's  he  slopped  at  the  said  encamp- 
ment to  inquire  for  the  said  Bassel,  who  had  pronii,~cd  to 
return  with  this  deponent  if  he  would  call  for  him  ;  tliat  on 
inquiring  for  him  this  deponent  was  informed  that  i3assel 
had  gone  on  ;  that  while  this  deponent  was  in  the  said  en- 
campment he  saw  several  men  whom  he  knew  lo  be  of 
Capt.  Ford's  company,  from  which  circumstances  and  from 
what  Bassel  had  as  aforesaid  lold  him,  he  has  no  doubt  but 
that  the  said  encampment,  was  llie  encampment  of  Cap- 
tain Ford's  company  ;  that  while  he  was  in  the  said  en- 
campment he  saw  a  number  of  men  dividing  divers  arti- 
cles of  clothing  and  household  furniture,  some  of  which 
were  haiigin!:  on  the  bushes  near  their  tents,  and  others 
spread  on  the  ground  ;  that  while  they  were  making  the 
division  he  heard  one  of  ihe  men  say  '  Captain  Ford  must 
have  an  equal  share' ;  that  another  answered  '  Capt.  Ford 
has  had  a  number  of  litile  noiions  already;'  to  which  the 
first  replied  'never  mind  that,  he  has  used  us  well  and  he 
ought  to  have  an  equal  share  if  he  has  got  a  few  litile 
things  ;'  lhat  among  the  said  goods  this  deponent  well  re- 
members to  have  seen  a  piece  of  green  silk,  a  light  cloth 
colored  silk  woman's  gown,  two  pair  of  white  drilling  men's 
breeches  and  sundry  sheets,  pillow  cases,  table  cloths, 
shifts,  shirts  and  a  variety  of  olher  articles ;  and  further 
this  deponent  saith  not. 

"EBENEZER  BURRILL. 
"  Sworn  the  2nd  day  of  Deer.  1776,  ) 
before  me.  S 

"Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  V.  Prest." 

On  reading  the  said  petition  and  affidavits. 
Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Commillec  to  take 
proper  means  for  bringing  the  said  Capt.  Ford  lo  justice. 
And  the  Committee  being  inroriiied  lhat  he  is  now  under 
arrest  at  Pcekskill,  for  the  crime  specified  in  the  said  pe- 
tition and  affidavits  : 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  petition  and  afiidavits, 
and  these  resolutions,  be  transmitted  to  His  Excellency 
(ienl.  Washington,  with  a  letter,  requesting  lhat  the  said 
Ford  be  detained,  to  be  tried  for  his  said  ofleiices  in  a  due 
course  of  law. 

Resolved,  That  another  letter  be  written  to  Major-Ge- 
neral  Heath,  requesting  him  to  detain  the  said  Ford  in  cus- 
tody, till  an  answer  to  the  above  application  can  be  received 
from  Genl.  Washinston. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Moore  and  Mr.  R.  R. 
Livingston,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  drafis  of  said  letters. 

Mr.  Duane  from  the  above  menlioned  committee,  pro- 
duced the  draft  of  a  letter  to  General  Healli,  which  being 
read  and  approved,  is  in  the  words  follou'ing  : 

"  Sir — A  petition,  supported  by  a  number  of  affidavits, 
was  this  day  presented  lo  the  Committee  of  Safety,  com- 
plaining of  depredations  commiiied  by  Captain  Ford  and 
his  company,  belonging  to  Colonel  Brewer's  regiment,  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  reqnesling  the  interposition  of 
the  civil  authority.  You,  sir,  have,  vvc  presume,  but  too 
much  evidence  before  you,  of  the  rapacity  of  our  troops, 
who  seem  to  have  conspired  with  a  cruel  enemy  in  in- 
creasing the  misfortunes  of  those  who  have  unhappily 
fallen  victims  lo  the  calamities  of  war. 

"  From  your  known  humanity  and  benevolence,  you 
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cannot  but  resent  ravages  wbicli  disgrace  the  arms  taken 
up  in  the  most  virtuous  of  all  causes  with  abliorrciico. 

"  Called  upon  by  numberless  complaints  of  the  suffer- 
ing inhabitants  of  this  State,  it  has  become  our  duly  to  see 
that  at  least  some  of  the  principal  offenders  be  brought  to 
justice  ;  that  a  stop  may  be  put  to  such  pernicious  exces- 
ses for  the  future ;  and  the  Committee  of  Safety  have 
accordingly  passed  suitable  resolutions,  which  will  be 
transmitted  to  His  Excellency  (General  Washington,  with 
a  request  that  Capt.  Ford  be  "delivered  up,  in  order  to  an- 
swer for  his  misconduct  in  a  court  of  justice. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  I  am  directed  to  request  you  to  de- 
tain Capt.  Ford  in  custody,  and  to  give  orders  for  securing 
such  of  the  plundered  etiects  as  may  stdl  be  found. 

"  I  have  the  lionour  to  be, 
"  With  great  respect  and  esteem,  sir, 
"  Your  mo.  obt.  servt. 

"  By  order. 

"  To  the  Honble.  Major-General  Heath." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  be  engrossed, 
and  signed  by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  L'hommedieu  be  requested  to  draft 
a  letter  to  Colonel  Henry  B.  Livingston,  desinna;  him  to 
transmit  an  account  of  the  families,  stock  and  effects  by 
him  removed  from  Long  island,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  disposed  of. 

Mr.  L'hommedieu  according  to  order  reported  a  draft  of 
the  said  letter,  which  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — The  Committee  of  Safety  have  received  accounts 
from  different  towns  in  Connecticut,  with  their  demands, 
for  transporting  stock  and  effects  from  Long  island.  Some 
are  sent  in  by  private  persons  as  employed  by  you  for  that 
purpose.  I  am  directed  to  desire  you  to  send  me  as  particular 
an  account  as  you  can  of  the  stock  and  othereffects  you  have 
brought  off  Long  island,  with  the  number  of  cattle,  sheep 
and  other  stock,  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  they 
belonged,  and  in  what  manner  the  same  was  disposed  of, 
and  to  whom  ;  with  such  vouchers  for  the  same  as  you 
have  taken.  You  will  likewise  inform  us  of  the  number  of 
families  brought  off  by  your  order,  with  the  names  of  the 
heads  of  each  family,  as  far  as  it  is  in  your  power,  with  any 
other  particulars  you  may  think  necessary,  respecting  the 
transportation  and  disposing  of  the  sam.e. 

"  I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  &c. 
"  To  Col.  H.  B.  Livingston." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Vice-President,  and  transmitted. 

A  letter  from  Brigadier-General  James  Clinton,  recom- 
mending Capt.  L  Kosekrans  to  be  continued  in  service, 
and  provided  for  in  the  new  arrangement  oi  the  Continen- 
tal battalions  raising  in  this  State,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangement. 

A  letter  from  Benjamin  Birdsall,  Esqr.  dated  the  26th 
inst.  respecting  his  former  services,  and  an  appointment  in 
the  army,  was  received  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  lefcrrcd  to  the  Deputies  of  Suffolk 
county  and  to  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  to  report  thereon. 

A  letter  from  John  Gibson,  Esq.  Auditor-Gencrnl,  dated 
at  Philadelphia,  the  21st  November  last,  requesting  that  I 
the  public  accounts  of  this  Slate  may  be  sent  to  commis- 
sioners, was  read,  and  is  as  iollows  : 

"TBF.AsrRT  Ovurr.,  } 
"Philadelphia,  yorr.  2Is(,  1TT6.  i 

"  Honourable  Gentlemen — 

"The  commissioners  for  adjusting  the  accounts  of 
the  army  at  New- York  and  the  Jerseys,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Washiniilon,  are  now  cniiagcd  in  cxe-  | 
outing  that  business,  and  are  in  immediate  want  of  all  the 
accounts  of  advances  made  by  the  several  Stales  for  paying 
or  subsisting  the  said  army. 

"I  am  therefore  to  request  you  to  order  an  account  of 
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such  advances  by  your  State  to  be  forthwith  transmitted  to 
the  commissioners,  that  the  proper  stoppages  may  be 
made,  and  the  Stale  reimbursed  accordingly. 

When  the  accounts  are  prepared,  you  will  please  to  or- 
der tiiem  to  William  Denning,  Thomas  Smith  and  James 
Stephenson,  Esqrs.  or  eitlier  of  them,  at  Head-tiuariers  at 
New-York  or  the  Jerseys. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  in  the  name  of  thu  superin- 
tendents of  the  treasury,  honourable  gentlemen, 
"  Your  mo.  obt.  hble.  servt. 

"JOHN  GIBSON,  Auduor-General. 
"  To  the  Honourable  the  Convention 

of  the  State  of  New-York." 

A  letter  from  the  same  Auditor-General,  some  time  since 
received,  dated  the  31st  October,  and  directing  ilie  public 
accounts  in  the  northern  department  to  be  laid  before  com- 
missioners at  Albany,  was  read,  and  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Treasury  Office,  > 
"  Philadelphia,  3isl  Ocir.  177li.  J 

"  Honourable  Gentlemen — 

"  As  commissioners  have  been  appointed  to 
liquidate  and  adjust  the  public  accounts  in  the  northern  de- 
partment, and  are  now  assembled  at  Albany  for  that  pur- 
pose, it  is  necessary  that  they  should  be  furnished  by  each 
Slate  with  an  account  of  the  several  advances  and  pay- 
ments to  the  officers  and  others  who  have  been  entrusted 
with  public  money,  to  enable  them  to  setlle  the  accounts. 
We  have  therefore  to  request  you  would  be  pleased,  as 
soon  as  possible,  to  order  an  account  of  such  advances  as 
your  State  may  have  made,  the  settlement  of  whicli  may 
properly  fall  within  the  northern  department,  to  be  drawn 
out,  and  forward  them  to  the  commissioners  by  express,  in 
order  that,  the  proper  stoppages  being  made,  your  Stale 
may  be  reimbursed  by  Consress.  The  names  of  the  com- 
missioners are  James  Hillegan,  John  Carter  and  John 
Wells,  Esqrs. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  in  the  name  of  the  superin- 
tendents of  the  treasury,  honourable  gentlemen, 
"  Your  most  obt.  humble  servant, 

"JOHN  GIBSON,  AudUor-General. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Convention 

of  New-York." 

Orderpd,  That  General  Scott  and  Mr.  Duanc  be  a  com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  the  two  last  preceding 
letters,  and  report  thereon. 

"The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of 
Mr.  John  K.  Livingston  respecting  goods  purchased  by 
him  in  Boston  for  this  Stale,  and  also  llie  arms  brought 
from  J^ong  island,  report  that  those  goods  are  much 
wanted  for  the  use  of  the  soldiers  to  be  raised  in  this 
Slate,  and  that  it  is  necessary  they  be  brouglit  here  from 
Boston  with  all  convenient  speed  ;  for  which  purpose  your 
committee  recommend  that  James  Weeks  be  njipointed  to 
go  to  Boston  and  receive  Mr.  Livingston's  order  on  Mr. 
for  those  goods  ;  and  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds 
be  delivered  to  him  by  the  Treasurer  ol  tins  Stale,  that  he 
may  be  enabled  to  bring  or  hire  teams  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  ihose  goods  in  the  cheapest  and  best  manner. 

"  As  to  the  arms  brought  from  Long  island  to  Connecti- 
cut by  Colo.  Livingston,  your  conimiltec  are  intoaned 
thai  Mr.  L'hommedieu  will  soon  go  into  Coniiecticut,  and 
lake  such  measures  respecting  the  same  as  the  Commiltee 
of  Safety  direct." 

Whereupon  it  was 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Stale  pay  to  Jacob  Cuyler,  Ezra  L'hommedieu  and  John 
Moore,  Escjuires,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  on  ac- 
count, for  the  purpose  of  transporting  the  goo<ls  lately 
purchased  by  John  II.  Livingston,  Esqr.  at  Boston,  on  ac- 
count of  this  Slate,  to  this  place,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
transportins  the  arms  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  Nas- 
sau island  "and  brought  into  Connecticut  by  Colonel  Li- 
vingston, to  this  place. 

General  Scott  represented  to  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
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.  brigade  was  disbanded  except  about  one  hundred 
nJ  liii)'  n\cn,  wlio  it  is  probable  will  conlitiuc  in  service 
fu'irti-'CM  days,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Malcom. 
That  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  put  into  his  iiands 
as  a  gratuity  for  the  non-comniissioned  officers  and  pri- 
Tates  of  llie  said  brigade,  has  not  been  distributed. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  oix  hundred  dollars  of  that 
money  be  by  General  Scott  transmuted  in  such  manner 
lhat  it  may  be  delivered  to  Colonel  iMalcom.  And  Colo. 
Malcom  is  hereby  directed  and  authorized  to  pay  to  each 
non-commissioned  olBcerand  private,  who  shall  so  continue 
fourteen  days  in  service  under  his  command,  four  dollars 
as  a  gratuu'y  for  their  past  services,  and  as  a  testimony  of 
llie  estccni  this  Committee  entertains  of  their  zeal  and  spi- 
rit in  the  service  of  their  invaded  and  distressed  country  ; 
and  in  case  any  greater  number  than  one  hundred  and  fitly 
non-co:nniissioned  officers  and  privates  shall  so  continue 
in  service  with  Colo.  Malcom, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  and  is  liereby  requested  to  ad- 
Tance  a  "ratuity  of  four  dollars  to  each  of  them,  for  which 
he  shall  be  reimbursed  by  the  Kepresenlatives  from  the 
treasury  of  this  State. 

On  considering  the  letter  from  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Orange  county,  relative  to  Cornelius  Thorp,  con- 
fined in  Orange  county  jail  for  having  altered  and  passed 
Continental  bills  of  credit  for  true  bills. 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  who  are  or  shall  be  charged 
with  altering  or  counterfeiting  the  bills  of  credit  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  this  or  any  other  of  the  United 
Stales,  or  of  passing  the  same  knowing  them  to  be  coun- 
terfeit or  altered,  or  with  any  other  criminal  offence,  be 
confined  in  jail  or  secured,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
offence,  ill  order  to  take  their  trials  in  a  due  course  of 
law.  And  lhat  the  committees  of  the  several  counties  of 
this  Slate  be  authorized  to  take  effectual  means  for  that 
purpose,  and  to  appoint  jailers  in  the  several  counties  which 
lliey  represent  in  committee,  and  where  they  shall  find  it 
necessary,  upon  whose  fidelity  they  can  rely.  And  fur- 
ther, that  such  criminals  and  offenders  be  apprehended  and 
maintained  at  the  charge  of  the  county  where  the  fact  shall 
have  been  committed,  as  heretofore  accustomed. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

Deer.  4th,  1776. 

PfctJEST— Col.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-Prest. 
Mr.  Robl.  Hnrpcr,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Genl.  Scott,  Mr. 
Doanc— .V(i/~}'or/c. 

Mr.  A.  Yalcs,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Adjnte — Albany. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk— Tryon. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  L'hommeuieu,  Mr.  Miller— Su^ott. 

Col.  Allison,  Mr.  Little — Orange. 

Major  ^S■cbslcr,  Col.  \Villianis,  Mr.  Dwei— Charlotte. 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt — Wcstchatcr. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  which 
the  'I'reasurer  of  this  State  did,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  Au- 
gust last,  advance  to  Capt.  James  Stewart,  to  enable  him 
to  disburse  bounty  money  for  enlisting  his  company,  and 
which  one  hundred  pounds,  by  the  resolutions  of  this  Con- 
vention of  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  July  Inst,  the  said  James 
Stewart  was  then  entitled  to  receive  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  Albany,  be,  by  the  said  Treasurer,  placed  to 
the  debit  of  this  Stale,  on  the  said  fourteenth  of  August  or 
at  any  time  since. 

The  Committee  of  the  Representatives  of  this  State, 
■who  examined  and  reported  on  Cajil.  Stewart's  muster  and 
pay  rolls,  having  credited  in  his  accounts  for  pay  and  sub- 
sistence of  his  company,   the  said  sum  of  one  hundred 

{(ounds,  and  thereby  fully  paid  and  indemnified  this  State 
or  the  same. 

A  pay  roll  of  Captain  Nathaniel  Scribncr's  company, 
raised  and  embodied  in  Dutches  county,  agreeable  to  a 


resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  State,  of  the 
ninUi  of  Ociobcr  last;  the  said  pay  roll  stating  the  pay  of 
the  individuals  of  the  said  company  from  the  respective 
times  of  their  enlistment  to  the  first  day  of  December  in- 
clusive, was  exhibited  for  payment. 

A  billeting  roll  of  the  individuals  of  the  said  company, 
agreeable  to  the  said  resolutions  of  the  ninth  day  of  Octo- 
ber last,  was  also  exhibited  for  payment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conline,  .Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Ncwkirk 
and  Major  Webster  be  a  committee  lo  examine  the  said 
two  rolls,  and  lhat  they,  or  a  major  part  of  them,  report 
thereon. 

A  muster  roll  of  a  company  in  the  second  battalion  of 
Continental  troops  raised  in  this  State  in  Anno  1775  and 
whereof  George  White  was  captain,  was  exhibited  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  to  entitle  Capt.  White  and  his  ulficers 
to  the  reward  allowed  by  the  Provincial  Congress  in  that 
year  to  the  officers  for  the  men  by  liiem  enhsted  in  the 
service. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  muster  roll  be  referred  to  the 
committee  last  above  mentioned,  to  report  thereon. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
Francis  Lewis,  Esqr.  of  ihe  27th  of  November  last,  and 
also  the  letter  from  Captain  Samuel  Tuderof  the  2nd  inst. 
reported  certain  resolutions,  which  being  read  by  para- 
graphs, were  amended  and  adopted,  vizt : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Victor  iiicker,  Junr.  be  nominated 
lieutenant  of  marines  for  the  ship  Congress,  and  directed 
to  enlist  thirty  marines  for  the  ship  Congress  for  the  same 
term  as  the  other  Continental  troops,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  during  this  winter  lo  guard  llie  ships  Congress  and  .Mont- 
gomery, and  such  other  vessels  and  stores  beloiiginti  to  the 
Continent  as  may  be  laid  up  w-ith  them.  That  they  be 
allowed  the  Continental  bounty,  pay  and  rations. 

That  Capt.  Patrick  Dennis  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of 
the  letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  Esqr.  to  the  Honourable 
the  Convention,  and  be  requested  to  deliver  over  the  Conti- 
nental stores  and  rigging  in  his  custody  to  the  said  Lieu- 
tenant Bicker,  who  is  directed  to  sign  duplicates  of  the 
inventory  and  receipt  therefor,  and  transmit  them  to  the 
Convention  of  this  Stale,  in  order  lhat  one  of  tlicm  may  be 
sent  to  the  marine  committee  of  Congress  at  Philadelphia 
and  the  other  to  remain  with  the  Convention. 

That  the  two  Continental  frigates  at  Pouglikeepsie  be 
secured  in  ihe  manner  directed  by  the  resolution  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  Novemlaer, 
and  that  the  other  Continental  and  public  vessels  be  laid  up 
in  ihe  same  place,  if  they  can  be  lliere  accommodated  ;  if 
not,  that  the  agents  for  the  said  ships  make  an  immediate 
report  thereof  to  the  Convention  of  this  State,  and  sug- 
gest some  place  where  ihey  can  find  a  secure  harbour  for 
them. 

That  all  convenient  expedition  should  be  used  by  the 
managers,  Messrs.  Tudor  and  Lawrence,  togetiicr  with  the 
captains  of  the  frigates,  lo  get  the  same  rigged  and  their 
cannon  mounted  by  the  spring,  as  in  the  opinion  of  llic  Com- 
mittee, they  may  be  of  use  in  the  defence  of  Hudson's  river, 
which  will  most  probably  be  exposed  to  the  attempts  of  the 
enemy. 

Resolved,  That  carriages  for  the  guns  be  immediately 
begun  by  the  carpenters,  if  ihey  can  be  supplied  with  sea- 
soned stuff,  and  if  not,  lhat  stuff  be  prepared  for  season- 
ing, on  which  work  they  may  be  employed  till  the  Con- 
vention receive  an  answer  to  a  letter  written  to  the  Ho- 
nourable the  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  fortifying  Hud- 
son's river,  and  building  floating  batteries,  ikc.  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  the  managers  lake  such  measures  as 
they  conceive  proper,  for  the  plank  and  stores  that  are  left 
at  Pouglikeepsie,  and  direct  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  place  to  lake  charge  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  managers  of  the  said  ships  be  fur- 
nished with  copies  of  the  above  resolutions  ;  that  a  ropy 
thereof  be  transmitted  to  Francis  Lewis,  Esqr.  and  lhat 
another  copy  be  sent  to  Lieut.  Victor  Bicker. 
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A  letter  from  Mr.  Henry  Quackenboss,  enclosing  an  in-  I 
voice  of  goods  purchased  by  liiin  for  tliis  State,  pursuant 
to  a  resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  ilic  Dih  of 
October  last,  and  requesting  that  the  amount  of  the  said 
invoice,  togetlier  witii  his  commissions  thereon,  should  be 
paid  to  Mr.  Cuyler,  was  read.  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Jacob 
Cuyler,  Esqr.  for  account  of  3Ir.  Henry  Quackenboss  of 
Albany,  on  receipt,  for  the  sum  of  Xo32,  \2s.  Od.  m  full 
for  the  goods  purchased  by  liim  for  tins  Convention,  toge- 
ther with  his  commissions  thereon,  at  5  per  cent,  agreeable 
to  his  invoice  and  account  thereof,  bcarins  date  liie  19lh 
of  Novr.  last. 

General  George  Clinton  forwarded  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  a  memorandum  of  articles,  vizt  : 

"  Wanted  by  the  detachment  employed  in  obstructing 
the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river,  near  Pollopin's  island, 
viz  :  six  thousand  bricks  for  forges  for  blacksmiths'  siiops, 
and  a  few  ovens  to  bake  bread  for  ilie  soldiers  ;  as  it  is  a 
great  waste  of  time  to  bake  in  the  ordinary  camp  way, 
especially  when  the  business  is  such  tliai  al!  hands  ought 
to  be  out  on  fatigue  ;  as  many  boards  as  can  possibly  be 
spared  to  cover  blacksmiths'  and  other  artificers'  shops, 
and  make  temporary  barracks  for  the  men,  as  the  weather 
is  too  cold  for  those  who  have  to  work  in  liie  water  all  day 
to  sleep  in  tents  at  night. 

"  The  logs  at  Poughkeepsie  ought  to  be  brought  down  ; 
and  we  shall  want  (after  all  the  supply  of  boats  we  shall 
be  able  to  get  at  Peekskill.)  a  number  of  scows  for  col- 
lecting of  stone,  &c.  Indeed,  some  active  person  in  tiie 
quarter-master's  department  ouglit  to  be  on  the  spot,  as 
teams  and  many  other  articles  will  be  daily  wanted,  which 
ought  properly  to  be  supplied  by  him  ;  and  it  is  not  doubt- 
ed but  was  General  Heath  applied  to  on  that  head  by  Con- 
vention, he  would  order  one  of  the  quarter-master's  depu- 
ties this  way  ;  this  would  save  Convention  a  great  deal  of 
trouble,  and  bring  things  in  their  proper  channel. " 

Whereas  the  Committee  of  Safety  being  informed  that 
Major-General  Heath,  in  pursuance  ol  the  authority  vested 
in  him  by  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  hath  di- 
rected that  further  obstructions  of  the  navigation  of  Hud- 
son's river  near  Pollipo's  island,  and  this  Committee  hav- 
ing the  success  of  this  salutary  measure  much  at  heart. 


and  being  disposed  to  contribute  all  in  their  power  to  its 
despatch,  and  by  a  resolution  agreed  to  advance  such  sums 
as  might  be  required  for  the  purpose  on  tlic  credit  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  a  sub-commiitee  is  appointed  to  furnish 
such  necessaries  as  General  Clinton,  wiio  sii])eriiiiends  the 
said  obstruction  may  require  :  And  whekeas,  upon  fur- 
ther consideration,  it  appears  that  as  the  said  obj^truction 
IS  to  be  made  at  the  Continental  expense,  it  will  be  more 
proper  that  one  of  the  Continental  assistant  quartcr-inas- 
ter-generals  should  be  employed  to  collect  and  purcliase 
the  materials  for  the  said  obstruction  than  a  sub-commuiee 
or  agent  appointed  by  this  Committee  ;  and  iMajDr  'I'av- 
lor,  one  of  the  acting  deputy  quartcr-maslcr-generals,  in 
the  Continental  army,  being  recommended  to  this  Commit- 
tee, as  an  active  and  well  quahfied  olKcer,  capable  of  ex- 
ecuting that  business  with  advantage  and  despatch,  and 
Mr.  Duer  having  been  applied  to  and  declaring  iliat  he  can 
have  no  objection  against  Major  Taylor's  being  employed 
in  this  service,  provided  it  should  be  agreeable  to  General 
Heath : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  General 
Heath,  requesting  that  Major  Taylor  may  be  employed  in 
the  said  department. 

It  was  represented  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  that  Mr. 
L'hommedieu,  some  months  ago,  left  a  sum  of  money  in 
the  hands  of  Gerard  Bancker,  Esqr.  which  money  Mr. 
L'hommedieu  had  received  r.s  a  loan  officer  of  Suffolk 
county.     That  by  an  order  ot  on  the 

day  of  last,  Mr.  Bancker  paid  that  money  to  Ecrbcrt 
Benson,  Esqr.  chairman  of  Dutches  county,  for  the  public 
use  therein  mentioned. 

That  Mr.  L'hommedieu  has  given  security  as  a  loan 
oificer  of  Suffolk  county,  and  is  apprehensive  that  his  se- 
curities may  be  prosecuted  for  the  same  money,  where- 
fore he  conceives  it  equitable  that  he  should  be  indem- 
nified by  this  Convention,  that  the  sum  mentioned  in 
the  said  order  was  not  the  sum  by  him  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  and  that  the  same  facts  are 
not  well  stated  in  the  said  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roosevelt  and  Mr.  Duane  be  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  the  said  order,  and  to  report  to  this  Com- 
mittee such  proper  resolution,  or  entry,  as  may  be  expe- 
dient or  necessary  on  that  subject. 
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FISHKILL, 

5th  Deer.  1776. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-Prest. 
Mr.  RuTGEas,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  R.  Harper, 
Geol-  Scott,  Mr.  Bv.khe— New-York. 
Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  CvYLER—Jilbany. 
Mr.  Wm.  S.MITH,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  L'hom.medieu— Su/o/fc. 
Col.  Van  Cortlandt— tresfc/icifcr. 
CoL  Allison,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Little— Orange. 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Sackett — Dutches. 
Mr.  CoNTiNE,  Mr.  Rea— Ulster. 
Major  Webster,  Colo.  Williams- C/iarZoac. 
Mr.  MooBE,  Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper — Tryon. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Msjor-Gencral  Heath,  was  read 
and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — The  Committee  of  Safety  having  much  at  heart, 
the  plan  of  obstructing  Hudson's'  river,  near  Pollepel's 
island,  cannot  but  be  attentive  to  every  thing  which  may 
contribute  to  its  success. 

"  In  their  opinion,  the  appointment  of  an  active  assistant 
quarter-master  immediately  for  this  service  will  be  highly 
necessary. 

"  Major  Taylor  being  recommended  as  every  way  quali- 
fied for  the  department,  the  Committee  have  expressed 
their  wishes  to  Mr.  Duer,  that  he  may  be  employed,  who 
has  assured  them  that  if  it  is  agreeable  to  you,  he  can  have 
no  objection. 

"  1  am  directed  therefore  to  request  your  approbation, 
and  that  you  will  be  pleased,  if  it  shall  not  interfere  with 
the  service,  to  give  orders  accordingly. 

"  I  have  liie  honour  to  be 

"  With  great  respect,  sir, 

"  Your  mo.  obt.  humble  servt. 
"The  Honourable  Major-Genl.  Heath." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Francis  Lewis,  Esqr.  a  member  of 
the  marine  committee,  was  read  and  approved  of,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — ^Your  favour  of  the  27th  of  November  has  been 


laid  before  the  Committee  of  Safety,  who  in  consequence 
thereof  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions,  a  copv  oi  winch  1 
am  directed  to  transmit.  You  will  be  pleased  to  assure  llie 
marine  committee  that  we  shall  be  alteniive  to  every  thing 
which  is  requested  of  us;  and  when  the  Cnniincntal  ves- 
sels of  war  and  the  stores  in  this  river  aio  in  a  jil.icc  of 
safety,  shall  not  fail  to  give  them  information,  and  transmit 
the  inventory  they  require. 

"  Lieut.  Victor  Bicker,  being  recommended  for  his 
courage,  activity  and  integrity,  ihev  have  nominated  him  to 
be  lieutenant  of  marines  to  the  Congress,  and  hope  it  will 
meet  with  approbation. 

"  Capt.  Hetfield,  who  commands  a  Continental  brig, 
purchased  by  General  Mifflin,  and  now  in  this  river,  has 
still  a  few  seamen  who  have  the  care  ot  the  brig. 

"  We  are  informed  a  Continental  sloop  is  in  the  same 
situation.  Be  pleased  to  inquire  from  the  marine  commit- 
tee whether  the  captains  and  men  are  to  be  discharged,  or 
how  they  wish  them  to  be  disposed  of. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  very  iiblc.  servt. 
"  To  Francis  Lewis,  Esqr." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  transmitted,  and  sign- 
ed by  the  President. 

Resolved,  That  a  majority  of  the  voles  of  the  several 
counties  of  this  Slate,  to  wit,  a  representation  of  so  many 
counties  as  shall  in  the  whole  amount  to  twenty-six  or  m'TC 
votes,  or  a  representation  of  seven  dilTcrent  counties  snail 
hence  form  a  Convention  to  represent  this  biato. 

Resdved,  That  a  Committee  of  Safety  be  and  is  hcrrhv 
formed  for  this  State  ;  that  the  said  Conimiitce  o!  --'^If 'v 
consist  of  at  least  ten  members,  seven  of  wi-.om  ^lla:.  ;  e 
from  seven  different  counties,  beside  the  l'ros;a.Mii  or 
Vice-President,  unless  in  case  of  the  sickness  or  oii,er  ne- 
cessary absence  of  both,  in  which  case  the  Cominiilce  of 
S.ifety  are  empowered  to  choose  a  chairman  ;  that  this 
Committee  exist  until  the  next  iwcmm  ol  Convention  ; 
that  every  member  who  shall  or  may  attend  shall  liave  a 
voice. 

The  committee  appointed  to  j)repare  the  form  ot  go- 
vernment, and  sundry  other  members  of  the  Convention, 
having  withdrawn,  the  remainder  present  proceeded  to  bu- 
siness as  a  Committee  of  Safety. 
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DIE  JOVIS, 

Deer.  5th,  1776. 

PiERKE  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.  Vice-President. 
Mr.  KoosEVELT,  Mr.  Du.vscomb — New-York. 
Mr.  Adgate — Albany. 
Mr.  Rea,  Mr.  Cantine —  Ulster. 
Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  L'ho.mmedieu — Suffolk. 
Major  Webster,  Colo.  Williams — Charlotte. 
Col.  Allison— Oranje. 
Mr.  Platt,  Mr.  Sackett — Dutches. 
Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  General  Mobri.« — Westchester. 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  W.  Habpeh — Tnjon. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  John  Gibson,  Esqr.  Auditor-Ge- 
neral, was  read  by  .Mr.  Duane,  and  approved,  in  the  words 
following,  vizt : 

"Sir — Your  several  favours  of  the  31st_  of  October, 
and  21si  Novr.  respecting  a  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
disbursements  of  this  State  for  the  military  operations, 
have  been  laid  before  the  Commiitcc  of  .Safety  and  duly 
considered.  I  am  directed  to  assure  yuu  that  they  have 
the  accornplishinciU  of  this  necessary  business  much  at 
heart ;  and  that  the  public  accounts  up  to  the  9tli  of  No- 
vember have  been  for  some  time,  tliouiih  from  many  diffi- 
culties, not  so  soon  as  they  wished,  staled  and  prepared 
for  examination. 

"The  mode  which  the  board  of  trcasiiry  has  been  pleased 
to  prescribe,  will,  I  fear,  be  attended  wah  embarrassment. 
Your  first  instructions  refer  the  audit  of  charges  for  the  j 
northern  army  to  the  commissioners  at  Albany,  and  the! 
last  direct  that  such  as  relate  to  the  southern  army,  shall 
be  adjusted  by  the  commissioners  at  Hcad-Ciiiarters,  cither 
in  New-York  or  New-Jersey.  However  desirous  of  giv- 
ing the  highest  satisfaction  to  the  Jlonourable  Congress, 
I  must  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  the  objections  which  lie 
in  the  way  of  this  method. 

"  First.  When  the  preparations  began  and  the  battalions 
were  ordered  to  be  raised,  no  idea  was  entertained  that 
the  expenditures  for  the  service  at  the  city  of  New- York 
and  those  for  the  northern  army  were  to  be  separated  and 
stated  in  distinct  accounts.  Whether  such  a  discrimina- 
lion  is  now  practicable,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  deter- 


mine ;  but  if  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  it  must,  however 
difficult,  be  at  least  attempted,  altliough  it  would  save  a 
great  deal  of  time  and  trouble  if  it  could  be  dispensed 
with. 

"  Secondly.  The  vouchers  to  our  public  accounts  com- 
prehend a  multitude  of  charges  which  not  only  rei.ilc  to 
this  State  particularly,  but  to  both  the  miliiarv  depart- 
ments, and  as  they  must  necessarily  be  produced  to 
the  commissioners,  tlie  accounts  of  one  deparimtnt  cannot 
be  proceeded  upon  until  ihose  of  the  other  are  adjusted  ;  and 
if  the  first  set  of  commissioners  should  insist  on  declaring 
the  vouchers  complicated  with  the  expenditures  ot  bolh,  no 
final  adjusiment  can  take  place  in  the  manner  prescribed. 

"  Thirdly.  Our  Auditor-General  and  Stale  Commissary 
who  have  arranged  the  accounts  and  must  occasumally  be 
present  at  the  settlement,  cannot  attend  both  scls  of  com- 
missioners at  the  same  time. 

'^Fourthly.  In  the  uncertain  and  fluctuating  circum- 
stances of  our  military  operations,  it  may  not  be  prudent 
to  expose  voucliers  of  great  importance  to  this  .Siaie  as 
well  as  to  the  Continent,  to  the  danger  of  falling  iiilo  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  or  of  being  lost  liy  frequent  reuujvais. 

"  Upon  all  these  considcralions  I  am  directed  lo  express 
the  wishes  of  the  Comniillcc  of  Safety  that  liie  v.  liole 
accounts  of  this  State,  with  the  Continent,  may  he  au- 
dited before  the  commissioners  at  Albany,  and  their  opi- 
nion that  it  will  upon  the  whole  be  most  advisaljie.  Vuu 
will  he  pleased,  however,  to  assure  the  board  ol  Irc.iMiry 
that  they  will  pursue  with  cheerfulness  any  prnclicalilo 
method  which  may  be  more  satisfactory  for  the  linal  ad- 
justment of  their  public  accounts,  if  the  reasons  belurc 
assigned  for  referring  them  to  tiic  commissioners  at  .\ibany 
shall  not  be  thought  conclusive. 

"  I  am.  Sir,  your  mo.  obi.  scrvt. 

"  Fishkill,  Gtk  DccT.  1776. 

"  John  Gibson,  Esqr.  Aiidilor.Genl. 

of  Ihe  United  Slates,  Thila." 

Nichs.  Brewer,  Junr.  Esqr.  and  Jeremiah  Clark,  two 
of  tlie  persons  appointed  to  procure  buais  and  scows  for 
the  public  service,  represented  that  they  find  dillicully  in  ' 
procuring  men  and  boats  from  the  exorbitant  puces  de- 
manded, and  praying  that  the  Convenlion  would  establish 
regulations,  or  grant  ihcni  instructions  relative  thereto. 
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Resolved,  Thai  Messrs.  Jeremiah  Clark,  Nichs.  Brewer, 
Junr.  John  Elmcndorf  and  John  Teller,  who  are  appoint- 
ed 10  liifs  impress  boats  and  crafts,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  on  the  obstruction  in  Hudson's  river,  near 
Pollepel's  island,  be  respectively,  and  hereby  are,  direct- 
ed to  agree  for  and  allow  twenty-four  shillings  per  day 
for  each  good  sloop  of  the  burthen  of  forty  tons,  or  there- 
abouts, supplied  with  one  active  man  on  board  of  her,  and 
with  a  good  scow.    That  they  agree  for  and  allow  in  pro- 

fiortion,  according  to  their  best  judgment,  for  sloops  of  in- 
etior  burthen,  or  those  without  a  hand,  or  without  a  scow, 
and  that  they  agree  and  allow  for  peitiaugers,  and  other 
small  vessels,  such  prices  as  they  may  think  a  reasonable 
allowance.  And 

Resolved,  That  they  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  and 
respectively  directed  to  impress  the  vessels,  boats  and 
gcows  of  any  person  or  persons,  who  may  refuse  to  ac- 
cept of  such  hire  for  the  same,  as  above  mentioned,  liav- 
ing  their  value  ascertained  by  appraisement,  as  heretofore 
directed  by  tliis  Committee. 
On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Allison,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr. 
Cantiiie,  Mr.  Cuvler  and  Mr.  Dunscomb,  be  a  committee 
lb  devise  ways  and  means  for  procuring  salt  for  the  relief 
of  the  back  inhabitants  of  this  Stale,  who  are  greatly  dis- 
tressed for  want  of  that  article. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  resolution 
of  yesterday,  for  procuring  cannon  for  the  ships  in  Hud- 
son's river,  report,  that  it  is  their  opinion  it  would  be  im- 
prudent to  delay  the  casting  of  cannon  for  the  ships,  and, 
therefore,  that  the  resolution  to  have  cannon  cast  at  Sals- 
burv  be  reasstimed. 

The  committee  appointed  yesterday  to  examine  the  pay 
roll  of  Capt.  Scrihner's  company,  raised  in  Diilches  county, 
delivered  in  ihe  same,  wherein  is  charged  their  pay  from 
the  limes  of  their  respective  enlistment  to  the  first  day  of 
December,  both  days  included.  Thereon  is  endorsed  an 
affidavit,  sworn  before  Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Esqr.  Vice- 
President,  and  subscribed  by  the  said  Nathl.  Scribner,  that 


the  same  is  a  just  and  true  muster  and  pay  roll  of  liig 
company  for  the  time  therein  specified,  containing  the 
names  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates of  the  said  company,  and  the  times  of  tiieir  respec- 
tive enlistment  and  service. 

On  the  said  pay  roll  is  also  endorsed  a  certificate,  by  the 
said  committee,  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  V^e,  the  subscribers,  a  comnmiee  appointed  by  the 
Committee  of  Safety  to  audit  this  pay  roll,  do  certify  that 
we  have  e.vamined  the  same,  and  allow  the  sum  o'f  one 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  pounds,  seven  shillings  and  four 
pence,  due  to  Capt.  Scribner. 

"MAT.  ADGATE 

"BEN.  NEWKiRK 

"  ALEXR.  WEB.S  TER." 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Capt. 
Nalhl.  Scribner,  one  hundred  and  iwenty-scven  nounds 
seven  shillings  and  four  pence,  in  full  for  the  pay' of  his 
company,  to  the  first  day  of  December  included. 

A  billeting  roll  of  Capt.  Nalhl.  Scrihner's  said  compa- 
ny from  the  time  of  their  respective  enlistments  to  the  first 
day  of  December  included,  was  also  delivered  in  by  the 
said  committee  with  a  similar  affidavit  endorsed  thereon.' 
Thereon  is  also  endorsed  a  certificate  by  the  said  commit- 
tee, in  the  words  following,  tlint  is  : 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
Committee  of  Safely,  to  audit  iliis  billet  roll,  do  certify 
that  we  have  examined  the  same,  and  allow  the  sum  of 
eighty-seven  pounds  six  shillings  and  five  pence  due  to 
Capt.  Nathl.  Scribner. 
"  December  ith,  1776. 

"BENJN.  NEWKIRK 
"MAT.  ADGATE. 
"ALEXR.  WEB.STER.' 
^  Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stain  pay  to  Capt. 
Nalhl.  Scribner,  on  his  receipt,  the  sum  of  cisiity-seven 
pounds  six  shillings  and  five  pence,  in  full  for  the  billeting 
expenses  of  his  company,  to  the  first  day  of  December  in- 
clusive. 
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OF  THE 


PROVINCIAL  CONVENTION 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

Deer,  6th,  1776. 
Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Pierre  Vas  Cobtlandt,  Vice-Presidt. 
General  Scott,  Mr.  Du.vscoilb,  Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Roosevelt, 
Mr.  Jat — For  New-  York. 

Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Major  Lockwoob — Westchester. 

Major  Webster,  Col.  AVilliams — CharUtte. 

Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Cutler,  I\Ir.  Adgate — Jllbany. 

Col.  Allison,  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 

Mr.  Newkirk — Trrjon. 

Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  R.iy — Ulster. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  L'hom.medied — Suffolk. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livi.VGSTO.v — Dutches. 

The  memorial  of  Col.  Hathorne,  stating  that  a  number 
of.  disorderly  persons  had  forcibly  carried  away  his  salt 


from  the  store  of  William  Allison,  and  praying  relief,  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Mr.  L'homme- 
dieu,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Dunscomb  and  Mr. 
Ray. 

A  letter  from  John  Elmendorf  to  the  Vice-President, 
dated  the  3d  Deer.  inst.  stating  that  he  cannot  accept  the 
trust  of  procuring  boats,  &c.  on  account  of  the  riots. 

Part  of  a  letter  from  John  Elmendorf  to  Mat.  Cantine, 
Esqr.  dated  the  4th  inst.  relating  to  riots  about  tea,  was 
read.    Referred  to  the  committee  above  named. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  yesterday 
be  revived  in  the  same  words,  and. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  government  retire  to 
consider  that  business. 

And  they  withdrew  accordingly,  and  the  remaining  mem- 
bers proceeded  as  a  Committee  of  Safety. 
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DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  A.  M. 

Deer.  6th,  1776. 

Mr.  RoosETELT,  Mr.  Habpeb,  Mr.  Dun3comb,  Mr.  Rutgers — New- 
York. 

Mr.  CoNTiNE,  Mr.  Ray — Ulster. 
Major  Webster — Charlotte. 
Mr.  Adgate — Albany. 
Colo.  Van  Cortlandt — Westchester. 
Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore — Tryon. 
Mr.  L'Hosimedieu,  Mr.  Miller — Suffolk. 
Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Little — Orange. 

William  Duer,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ed by  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New- York  for  the 
purpose  of  inquiring  into,  detecting  and  defeating  all  con- 
spiracies which  may  be  formed  in  the  said  State  against 
the  liberties  of  America,  brought  in  the  report  of  the  said 
committee  in  the  case  of  Abraham  C.  Cuyler,  Esqr.  late 
Mayor  of  the  city  of  Albany,  which  was  read,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit. 

"  Captain  Piatt,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  case 
of  Mr.  Abraham  C.  Cuyler,  late  Mayor  of  the  city  of  I 
Albany  was  referred,  appUed  to  this  committee  to  know 
whether  they  should  examine  into  the  original  cause  of  his 
commitment,  or  only  inquire  whether  he  had  broken  his 
arol,  and  if  it  should  appear  that  he  had,  order  him  to 
e  sent  to  Connecticut,  or  such  other  place  of  conhnement 
as  the  Committee  may  think  proper. 

"Resolved,  That  if  it  sliall  appear  that  Mr.  Cuyler 
has  broke  his  parol  in  leaving  Connecticut,  that  he  be 
ordered  by  the  Committee  to  such  place  of  confinement  as 
they  may  think  proper ;  and  that  if  he  has  reason  lo  com- 
plain of  hard  treatment  in  his  original  commitment,  this 
Committee  will  at  their  leisure  inquire  into  it,  and  do  him 
ample  justice  ;  but  they  will  not  authorize  any  persons, 
under  pretence  of  obtaining  a  reliearinir,  to  break  their  pa- 
rols  or  contemn  the  power  by  which  they  were  conimitied." 

Resvlved  unanimously,  That  the  Representatives  of  this 
Stale  in  Committee  of  Safety  assembled,  do  agiee  with 
the  said  committee  for  detecting  and  defeating  conspiracies, 
in  their  said  report. 


A  letter  from  Henry  Schenk,  Esqr.  dated  this  day,  re- 
lating to  a  quantity  of  tar  and  a  number  of  tcnls,  bclon;?- 
ing  to  the  Continent,  which  are  wasting  and  rotuni,'  on  a 
wharf  at  Fishkill  Landing,  was  read,  and  recoiiiiiiending 
Petrus  Bogardus  to  take  charge  of  the  said  articles. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Petrus  Bogardus  be  requested  and 
directed  to  take  charge  of  the  said  tar  and  tents,  and  have 
the  said  tar  coopered  and  preserved  from  wasting,  and  the 
tents  dried  and  preserved  in  the  best  manner,  until  lurthcr 
order,  or  the  person  whose  duty  it  is  to  lake  charge  of 
them,  and  that  a  suitable  allowance  shall  be  made  to  iiim 
for  his  trouble  ;  and  the  said  Petrus  Bogardus  is  hereby 
directed  to  obtain  the  best  information  in  his  power,  and 
report  to  this  Committee,  who  brought  and  Iclt  the  said 
stores  at  that  wharf. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  General  Heath,  was  read  and  ap- 
proved of,  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Sir — 1  am  directed  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  3rd  inslant, 
and  assure  you  'hat  your  otfers  of  assistance,  accuinpanicd 
with  General  Washinijton's  approbation  of  your  generous 
aid  in  carrying  on  the  obstructing  of  Hudson  river,  and 
i  your  attention  to  the  passes  in  the  Highlands,  atlord  liicm 
the  highest  satisfaction. 

"  The  sick  of  Col.  Bradley's  regiment  we  had  caused 
to  be  taken  care  of  by  a  physician  of  this  place,  iint.l  Doc- 
tor McKnight  arrived  ;  and  be  assured,  sir,  llic  uon-.ittcn- 
daiice  of  a  doctor  or  surgeon  was  not  ascribed  to  anv  inat- 
tention of  yours.  Such  parts  of  l!ie  uiifiiushed  academy 
as  are  in  any  wise  lenantable  at  this  season  ot  inc  year, 
were  lately  assigned  for  a  distressed  party  of  fick  trom 
General  McDougal's  brigade;  but  wc  are  inluruicd  by 
Wilham  Duer,  Esqr.  under  whose  direction  tiic  b.irr.icks 
between  Peekskill  and  this  place  arc.  tliat  those  m  the 
north  entrance  of  llie  Highlands,  and  also  that  near  lloil's, 
intended  to  contain  upwards  of  one  thousand  men.  are  near- 
ly completed.  Those  who  are  sick  ot  your  division  may 
now  be  made  comfortable  ;  and  il'  the  building  ol  any  oilier 
hospital  shall  be  necessary,  you  may  lie  assured  the  Con- 
I  vention  will  be  ready  to  all'ord  every  necessary  aid  in  liieir 
I  power  for  that  purpose. 

1  "  I  am  with  great  respect." 
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Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
j^,.  and  transmitted.  ^     ^  ,        r  f 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  oi 
Doctr.  Huniock  Woodruff,  for  a  place  of  cover  for  230 
iroops*  belonginj^  to  General  McUougal's  brigade,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Wildie,  now  lying  at  Peekskill,  and 
also  a  letter  received  from  General  Heath  of  the  3rd  instant, 
reported  the  following  resolve  : 

Resolved,  Thai  the  sick  soldiers  of  General  McDougal's 
brigade  now  lying  at  Peekskill,  be  permitted  to  occupy  such 
parts  of  the  academy  at  Fislikill  as  are  tenantable  for  an 
hospiul,  until  they  can  be  otherwise  provided  for. 


SATURDAY  MORNING. 

Deer.  1th,  1776. 

PaxstsT— Col.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-Preti. 
Mr.  Roosevelt,  Genl.  Scott — New-York. 
Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Rea— t7/»<cr. 
Mr.  Little — Orange. 
Mr.  Adgate — Mbany. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 
Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  L'Hommedieu — Suffolk. 
Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Major  'Lockwooi— Westchester. 
Major  Webster,  Col.  Williams— CAar/oiic. 

A  letter  from  William  Heath,  major-general,  dated  6th 
Deer.  1776,  respecting  a  hospital,  was  read. 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  2nd  Deer.  1776, 
relative  to  the  obstructing  of  Hudson  river,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  L'Hommedieu  and  Mr.  Wisncr  wait 
on  Mr.  Clinton  with  General  Schuyler's  letter,  and  Gene- 
ral Arnold's  letter  and  plan  of  obstruction. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  muster  roll  of  a 
company  raised  and  enlisted  in  this  Stnie  by  Captain  George 
White,  as  a  part  of  the  second  battalion  of  Continental 
troops  raised  in  the  year  1775,  brought  in  the  said  muster 
roll.  Thereon  is  endorsed  a  certificate  of  Gunning  Bed- 
ford, deputy  muster-masier-general,  of  his  having  mustered 
«aid  company.  The  said  commillee  reported  thereon,  that 
agrccibly  to  a  resolution  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  pass- 
ed on  tlie  first  day  of  Auijust,  1775,  tliey  allow  as  due  to 
the  said  Captain  George  White  and  his  subaltern  officers, 
the  sum  of  si.\ty-eighl  dollars,  for  having  enlisted  a  com- 
pany of  sixty-eight  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
said  George  White  on  his  receipt,  for  the  use  of  himself 
and  the  late  subalterns  of  that  company,  the  sum  of  si.vty- 
eight  dollars  in  full  for  enlisting  money  for  the  said  com- 
pany, pursuant  lo  the  resolution  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
of  the  State  of  New- York  on  the  first  day  of  Au'trust, 
1775. 

A  muster-roll  of  C.Tptain  Micah  Townsend's  company 
for  the  month  of  Ocioiicr,  and  a  pay  and  biileting  roll  of 
the  said  company  was  brnuahl  in. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  rolls  be  committed  lo  Mr.  Ad- 
gate, Mr.  Cantine,  .M.njor  Webster  and  Mr.  Newkirk,  to 
examine  the  same  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Adgate  moved  and  was  seconded,  that  that  part  of 
the  resolution  of  the  Committee  of  .S.ifety  on  the  12th  of 
November  relative  to  the  superintendence  of  the  pnor, 
which  directs  a  letter  to  be  written  to  (lovr.  Trumbull  to 
send  all  the  poor  of  this  State,  which  are  now  at  the 
charge  of  Connecticut,  into  Dutchess  county  in  this  State, 
be  repealed  and  obliterated. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it 
was  carried  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Adgate  then  moved  for  the  following  amendment  to 
ihe  said  resolution,  to  wit: 

That  instead  of  the  Committee  writing  a  letter  to  Govr. 
Trumbull  for  the  removal  of  the  poor,  that  the  President 
be  directed  to  write  such  letter,  which  was  unanimously 
agreed  to.  .  •. 


The  members  of  Tryon  county  informed  the  Committee 
that  a  sergeant  and  twelve  men  of  the  Tryon  county  rangers, 
who  have  been  sent  and  arrived  here  with  sundry  prisoners 
sent  to  this  place  by  the  Tryon  county  committee,  are  de- 
stitute of  either  money  or  provisions  to  support  them  in 
their  return  home  ;  that  they  have  a  considerable  sum  due 
to  them  for  rations  ;  and  therefore,  requested  thru  a  small 
sum  of  money  may  be  advanced  in  part  of  tlieir  billeting 
and  subsistence  money,  to  support  them  in  their  return 
home. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  pay  to  James 
Gwinell  or  order,  on  his  receipt,  forliimself  and  the  twelve 
rangers  with  him,  three  dollars  each,  vizi :  thirty-nine  dol- 
lars, in  part  of  their  billeting  and  subsistence  nioiiev,  to 
support  them  on  their  return  to  Tryon  county. 

Ordered,  That  the  clause  in  the  letter  to  Mr.  Hancock, 
relating  to  fla.\seed,  be  obliterated. 

4  ho.  P.  M.  Deer.  Ith,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  V.  Prest. 
Mr.  Dunscomb—iYem- yorfc. 

Mr.  Hen— Ulster.  ■  j 

Col.  Allison,  Mr.  Little — Orange. 

Mr.  Adgate — .Albany.  ' ■ 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Harper— Tryon. 
Mr.  Miller- Si/jT'o/fc. 

Col.  Van  Cortlamlt.jMajor  Lockwood — Westchester. 
Major  Webster— Charlotte. 

A  pay  roll  of  the  late  company  of  Captain  Micah  Town- 
send  from  the  2nd  of  October  lo  the  31st  of  October,  both 
days  included,  and  a  billeting  roll  or  account  of  the  sub- 
sistence money  due  to  the  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  privates  of  the  said  company,  from  and  to  the  days 
aforesaid,  both  days  included,  were  brought  into  the  Com- 
mittee. Thereon  is  endorsed  an  affidavit  of  the  said 
Micah  Townsend,  sworn  before  the  V'lce-President,  lhat 
the  said  rolls  were  a  true  muster  roll  of  hi.s  company  for 
the  month  of  October,  containing  the  names  of  the  olFiccrs, 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  of  the  said  com- 
pany, and  the  limes  of  their  respective  service  since  pay- 
ment of  their  wages. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Adgate, 
Webster  and  Newkirk. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  said  pav  and 
subsistence  rolls,  reported  that  Uiey  had  examined  the 
same,  and  allow  lo  Captain  Townsend,  on  the  said  pay 
roll  one  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds  twelve  shiliings  and 
ten  pence  halfpenny;  and  also  that  they  allow  to  ihe  said 
Captain  Townsend  on  the  subsistence  roll  the  sum  of 
eighty-five  pounds  nine  shillings  and  three  pence  halfpenny. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  pay  to  Cap- 
tain Micah  Townsend,  on  his  receipt  in  full  for  the  pay 
remaining  due  lo  liimselt  and  the  other  oHiccrs  and  men 
of  the  said  company,  one  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds 
twelve  shillings  and  len  pence  halfpenny  ;  and  lhat  tlie  said 
Treasurer  pay  to  the  said  Micah  Townsend,  on  his  re- 
ceipt, the  further  sum  of  eighty-five  pounds  nine  shillings 
and  three  pence  halfpenny,  in  full  for  all  subsistence  or  al- 
lowance for  billeting  due  the  said  company. 
On  motion  of  R.  R.  Livingston, 

Resolved,  That  a  commillee  ot  three  gentlemen  be  re- 
quested to  go  immediately  lo  General  (rcorrjc  Clinton,  at 
New-Windsor,  and  vested  with  full  power,  in  conjunction 
with  General  Clinton,  lo  call  out  the  militia  of  Orange  and 
Ulster  counties,  and  lo  station  them  at  such  places  as  they 
tliink  will  contribute  most  to  the  safety  of  this  State  and 
the  general  interest  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  General 
Scott  and  Mr.  Duer,  be  the  said  committee. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  lo  Major-Gcnl.  Schuy- 
ler, informing  him  of  the  intelligence  we  have  received, 
and  the  steps  we  have  taken,  and  requesting  him  to  embody, 
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and  if  possible,  cloihe  all  the  recruits  arrived  in  the  county 
of  Albany,  and  send  tliem  down  to  tins  place,  and  put  them 
under  the  direction  of  this  Convention — susi^csting  the  [iro- 
priety  of  sending  down  as  many  of  the  troops  as  he  can 
possibly  spare  from  the  northward,  and  of  calling,  at  the 
same  time,  upon  the  rangers  of  Tryon  county  to  garrison 
the  fort. 


SUNDAY  MORNING, 

Fishkill,  Deer.  8th,  1776. 
fSpEciAL  Meeting.] 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Govr.  Trumbull,  was  read  and  ap- 
proved of,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — The  confusion  into  which  every  thing  has  been 
thrown  at  Philadelphia  by  the  enemy's  rnpul  progress  has, 
we  suppose,  pievented  the  Congress  from  applying  to  us 
or  you  for  aid,  much  as,  at  present,  they  want  it,  ol  which 
you  will  judge  when  we  inform  you  that  General  Howe  is 
at  Brunswick  with  10,000  men;  that  General  Washing- 
ton is  at  Trenton  with  an  army  of  about  6,000  strong. 
We  think  it,  therefore,  our  duly  to  mention  these  facts  to 
you,  and  to  entreat  you  by  that  regard  which  vou  have 
hitherto  testified  for  the  glorious  cause  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged, on  this  occasion  speedily  to  exert  your  whole  force. 

"Should  6,000  men  cross  into  the  Jerseys,  where  Ge- 
neral Lee  now  is,  with  two  brigades,  and  unite  themselves 
to  him  or  General  Gates,  who  is  likewise  on  his  march 
with  some  troops,  the  panic  which  universally  prevails  in 
New-Jersey  would  be  removed.  A  considerable  body  of 
the  militia  would  probably  flock  in  to  your  as.-istancc,  and 
the  enemy  shut  in  between  two  armies,  and  having  their 
supplies  cut  off,  might  dearly  pay  for  their  temerity. 

"  The  fleet  that  has  sailed  up  the  Sound  is  evidently  de- 
signed as  a  feint  to  draw  your  attention  from  the  object 
that  ought  principally  to  engage  it,  and  to  keep  any  part  of 
the  force  of  the  New-England  States  from  acting  where  it 
is  most  manifestly  wanted. 

'•  Though  this  embarkation  ouirht  not  to  be  neglected, 
yet  as  from  the  number  of  the  troops  in  New-Jersey  those 
that  have  gone  up  the  Sound  cannot  be  very  formidable. 
We  cannot  but  hope  that  so  fair  an  opportunity  of  di-stress- 
ing  the  enemy  will  not  be  foregone,  especially  as  there  is 
no  telling  what  consequences  may  attend  the  enemy's  un- 
interrupted progress  through  a  country  by  no  means  free 
from  disaffection. 

"  All  that  can  be  expected  from  us,  in  our  present  weak 
and  dismembered  state,  has  and  will  be  done.  Nine  hun- 
dred of  our  militia,  well  armed  and  appointed,  are  already 
in  llse  field,  and  occupy  some  passes  at  which  General 
Washington  has  directed  them  to  be  stationed.  The  mili- 
tia of  two  counties,  under  marching  orders,  are  put  under 
General  Heath's  command. 

"  You  will  be  pleased  to  write  immediately  to  the  eastern 
States  on  this  important  subject,  and  to  let  ns  know  what 
number  of  troops  you  are  like  to  collect,  and  whctiicr  we 
can  give  you  any  assistance  in  purchasing  or  lorwardiiig 
provisions  for  them. 

\  ours,  etc. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  tliereof  be  signed  by  the  V.  Pre- 
sident, and  transmitted  by  express. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Mnjor-Gencrai  Schuyler,  was  read 
and  approved  of,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
["secret.] 

••  FishkUI,!<lk  Deer.  1776. 

"  Sir — An  officer  is  arrived  here  who  gives  the  lollow- 
ing  intelligence,  that  he  left  CJeneral  Washington^  at  the 
head  of  between  five  and  six  thousand  men,  at  Trenton, 
last  Friday.  That  Gcnl.  Howe  was  ihen  at  Brunswick 
with  about  10,000  of  the  Kind's  troops  ;  that  there  had 
been  a  skirmish  near  Brunswick,  where  the  Hessian  Ge- 
neral, who  commanded  at  the  taking  Fort  Washington, 
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was  slain  ;  that  neither  the  Jersey  nor  the  Pennsylvania 
militia  had  joined  General  Wasliiiiglon,  who  proposed,  if 
not  soon  reinforced,  to  cross  Trenton  river ;  that  the  Con- 
gress had  moved  to  Lancaster,  (jenl.  Lee  inarched  the 
day  before  yesterday,  with  about  3,000  men,  in  [inrsuit  of 
the  enemy,  and  there  is  a  flying  report  that  he  has  liad  an 
engagement  with  them,  near  Hackcnsack,  in  which  they 
suffered  greatly.  General  Gates  is  to  march  wiih  some 
troops  from  the  northward,  to  join  liim  or  General  Wa- 
shington. As  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  encoiiraiie 
the  militia  of  New-Jersey,  who  appear  to  be  dispirited, ~it 
will  be  necessary  to  march  a  body  of  them  immediately  to 
their  assistance.  A  committee,  authorized  to  call  out'th.e 
militia  of  Orange  and  Ulster,  and  to  post  them  to  the  best 
advantage  is  therefore  gone  over  to  New- Windsor,  to  con- 
fer with  General  George  Clinton. 

"  The  Convention  have  despatched  an  express  to  Go- 
vernor Trumbull,  with  the  above  intelligence,  strongly  urg- 
ing the  propriety  of  embodying  6,000  men  from  (he  New- 
England  Stales,  in  order  to  cooperate  with  (General  AVa- 
shington,  by  falling  on  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  who  seem 
to  act  with  astonisiiing  temeniy.  A  report  prevails  that 
70  of  the  enemy's  transports  have  proceeded  up  the  Sound, 
whether  as  a  feint  to  divide  the  American  forces,  or  with 
intention  to  land  at  Rhode-Island,  is  uncertain. 

"The  Committee  of  Safely  have,  upon  this  intelligence, 
agreed  to  the  resolution  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  If 
this  alarm  had  not  happened,  you  would  nevertheless  have 
been  requested  to  send  down  the  recruits  to  be  quartered 
and  disciplined  at  this  place,  where  there  are  barracks  for 
above  2,000  men  ;  they  are  there  too  under  the  eye  of  the 
Convention,  and  ready  to  defend  the  passes  of  ihe  High- 
lands, on  which  the  public  safety  much  depends.  They 
hope  the  measures  they  have  adopted  will  meet  with  your 
approbation.  There  can  be  no  use  in  publishing  this  in- 
telligence till  we  have  it  more  authentic.  It  may  dis 
courage  the  weak  and  wavering  at  a  lime  when  all  the 
vigour  of  the  State  is  necessary. 

"  1  am,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
'  "Your  most  obedt.  hum.  servt. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Vice- 
President,  and  transmitted. 


MONDAY  MORNING, 

Deer.  9th,  1776. 

Presen-t— Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  V.  Prest. 

Mr.  Diianc,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Harper — For  Ncu'-Vork. 
Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate— for  Albany. 
Mr.  L'lioinmedieu,  Mr.  Miller— 6'i/J/bifc. 
Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  C'antine— O'/s/tr. 
Col.  Allison— Orange. 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Morris,  General  Morris 
—  IVestckcster. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk— rnjon. 

Mr.  \ych-,ler,  Col.  \Villiarns-C/iar/o«e. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston— D«(cAm. 

Ordeied,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Captain  John  Houston,  of  Col.  Ganscvoort's  regiment,  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  on  account  of  bounty  money 
for  his  company. 

An  inventory  of  the  real  and  personal  estates  of  sundry 
persons  in  the  town  of  Salem,  who  have  gone  over  to 
the  enemy,  dated  Deer.  6th,  1776,  and  signed  by  Ezekiel 
Hawley,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  said  town,  was  read 
and  filed. 

I  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dunne  prepare  a  draft  of  a  letter  to 
the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Duane  accordingly  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  the 
chairman  of  the  said  committee  of  Salem,  which  was  ap- 
proved of,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
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"Fuhkill,  9lh  Deer.  1776. 
,<  gjji — Your  favour  of  tlie  instant,  has  this  day 

been  laid  before  the  Commillee  of  Safety,  and  I  am  di- 
rected to  acquaint  you  that  they  highly  approve  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  committee  of  Salem,  and  of  ilie  prudent  mea- 
sures ihey  have  taken  to  ascertain  and  secure  from  waste 
and  embezzlement,  the  properly  of  the  disaifected  who 
have  joined  the  enemy.  They  request  that  you  will  con- 
tinue your  care  of  those  effects,  allowing  a  provision  to 
the  families  who  are  left  behind.  The  Commillee  have 
under  consideration,  a  report  for  the  security  and  disposal 
of  all  estates  under  the  like  circumstances.  It  will  not  be 
long  before  you  shall  be  furnished  with  these  regulations. 

"  I  am,  &c. 

"  Mr.  EZEKIEL  Hawlet, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Salem." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Vice- 
Piesident,  and  transmitted. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  dated  Novr.  28, 
relative  to  the  abuse  in  the  weight  of  fiour,  and  of  the 
estates  of  persons  who  have  gone  over  to  the  enemy,  was 
read  and  filed. 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr. 
Koosevelt,  and  Col.  Allison. 

A  letter  from  Mrs.  Inglis  (the  wife  of  the  Revd.  Mr. 
Inglis,)  directed  to  Mr.  I^uane,  requesting  permission  to 
go  to  her  husband  who  is  in  ihe  cily  of  IS'ew-York,  wiili 
her  family  and  effects,  was  read  and  filed,  and  committed 
to  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Duane. 

At  a  meeting  of  llie  commillee  appointed  by  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Slate  of  New-York,  in  Committee  of 
Safety  assembled,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  the  said 
Commillee,  of  Deer.  Sih,  1776. 

Pkesent — Brigr.  Gen.  George  Clinlon,  Brigr.  Gen. 
Scott,  R.  R.  Livmgston,  Esq.  William  Ducr,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  militia  of  Orange  and  Ulster 
counties  be  forthwith  ordered  to  march,  properly  armed 
and  accoutred,  and  with  four  days'  provisions,  to  Chester, 
in  Orange  county,  there  to  receive  further  orders  from 
Gcnl.  Geo.  Clinton,  for  effectually  cooperating  with  Ma- 
jor-Gcnl.  Lee,  and  Major-Genl.  Gates,  in  harassing  and 
distressing  the  enemy,  who  have  entered  the  State  of  New- 
Jersey  ;  that  the  said  militia  shall  be  allowed  Continental 
pay  and  rations,  and  one  penny  per  mile  in  lieu  of  rations 
till  they  come  to  the  place  of  rendezvous. 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-Genl.  Geo.  Clinton  be  em- 
powered to  make  use  of  the  arms  and  accoutrements  be- 
longing to  this  Stale,  and  now  at  New-Windsor,  for  the 
purpose  of  equipping  such  of  the  said  militia  as  are  not 
armed. 

Resolved,  That  Colo.  Malcolm  be  requested  and  auiho- 
lized  to  exert  all  the  influence  which  he  possibly  can,  to 
induce  the  men  under  his  command,  and  such  others  as  he 
can  procure,  and  engage  in  service  till  the  last  day  of  De- 
cember; and  that  he  he  annexed  to  the  brigade  commanded 
by  Brig.  Genl.  Geo.  Clinlon. 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-(ienl.  Geo.  Clinton,  be  em- 
powered to  give  a  gratuity  of  one  dollar  to  each  man  of 
Colo.  Malcolm's  regiment,  who  will  consent  to  remain  in 
service  till  the  last  day  of  December. 

And  whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Honourable  Gene- 
ral Congress,  and  from  the  measures  pursued  by  the  ene- 
my, the  security  of  the  United  States  principally  depends 
upon  preventing  the  passes  of  the  Highlands  on  Hudson's 
river  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  yet  it  is  the 
firm  intention  and  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Convention  of 
this  State,  to  give  every  possible  assistance  to  any  of  their 
sister  Slates,  or  the  United  States  in  general,  consistent 
with  the  security  of  that  grand  object :  And  whereas,  the 
Committee  of  Safety  have  this  day  received  information 
that  Major-General  Lee  has  taken  post  at  Morristown,  in 
New-Jersey,  where  he  is  assembling  an  army  to  act  in 
concert  with  General  Washington  in  opposing  the  enemy, 
who  are  marched  towards  Philadelphia :  And  whereas, 


the  security  of  the  Highlands  on  the  west  side  of  Hudson's 
river  must  greatly  depend  on  the  militia  of  Ulster  and 
Orange  counties,  who  for  that  reason  ought  not  to  be  re- 
moved to  so  great  a  distance  from  the  passes  of  ihe  High- 
lands as  to  be  unable  to  oppose  any  further  designs  of  the 
enemy  in  that  quarter  : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  General  George  Clinton,  in 
cooperating  with  General  Lee  and  General  Gates,  take 
especial  care,  at  all  events,  to  secure  the  said  pas.ses  ;  and 
in  case  he  shall  not  find  it  expedient  to  join  the  said  CJcne- 
rals,  he  nevertheless  march  into  the  Stale  of  New-Jersev 
as  far  as  he  shall  think  servicable,  consistent  with  t!ic  pre- 
servation of  the  said  passes  ;  and  that  he  exert  hiiiiself  to 
the  utmost  in  collecting  the  militia  of  New-Jersev,  and 
raising  their  spirits,  and  in  overawing  and  curbing  the  dis- 
affecled  or  revolted  subjects  of  that  Stale,  when  called 
upon  by  the  civil  or  military  authorities  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolutions  be  trans- 
mitted to  Genl.  Heath,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  give 
every  necessary  assistance  to  Genl.  George  Clinton  in  car- 
rying the  same  into  execution. 

Resolved,  That  the  regiments  commanded  by  Colo. 
Huntingdon  and  Colo.  Tyler,  may  with  safety  be  put  under 
the  command  of  Genl.  George  Clinton,  as  he  wiil  take 
care,  from  time  to  time,  in  case  the  motions  of  the  enemy 
should  require  it,  that  the  pass  at  Ramapough  should  be 
properly  secured. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  Genl.  Geo.  Clinlon  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  draw  off  the  above  mentioned  regiment  from  the 
pass  at  Ramapough,  that  he  be  empowered  to  supply  their 
place  with  as  many  of  the  mililia  under  his  command  as 
he  shall  think  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  Genl.  Geo.  Clinton  march  (as  a  part  of 
the  troops  under  his  command,)  the  companies  of  rangers 
raised  in  the  county  of  Ulster  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Dewiii  and  Capt.  Hasbrouck. 

Resolved.  That  Genl.  George  Clinton  should  be  sup- 
plied with  two  field  pieces,  foriy-five  thousand  cartridges, 
tents  for  fifteen  hundred  men,  and  as  many  small  arms  as 
shall  be  necessary  for  supplying  the  militia  who  may  stand 
in  need  of  them,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  issued  from 
the  Continental  store. 

Resolved,  That  a  deputy  commissary  and  one  assistant 
quarter-master-general  of  the  Continental  armv,  should  at- 
tend the  brigade  of  militia  under  the  command  of  Genl. 
Geo.  Clinton. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  six  thousand  pounds  be  ad- 
vanced to  Genl.  George  Clinton  from  the  Treasury  of  this 
State,  in  order  to  defray  any  expense  which  may  accrue 
in  the  execution  of  the  above  incnlioned  resolutions,  and 
which  is  before  unprovided  for. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  sent  express  to  Major-Genl. 
Gates,  enclosing  copies  of  these  resolutions,  and  request- 
ing him  to  forward  copies  of  the  same  to  Major-Genl.  Lee. 


TUESDAY  MORNING, 

Deer.  lOih,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  met. 

Prepen-^— Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr. 
Dunscomb — Kew-Vork. 

Mr.  Aliraliara  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate — Albany. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  L'hommedieu— Su/o/fc. 

Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Ray— Z7/sfer. 

Mr.  Wisiier,  Col.  Allison — Orange. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston— Z)aic/icsi. 

Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Morris,  General  HIoxt'is— Westchester. 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 
Mr.  Webster,  Col.  Williams — Charlotte. 

The  President  and  Vice-President  being  absent,  Mr. 
Cantine  was  unanimously  chosen  chairman  pro  tern,  and 
he  accordingly  took  the  chair. 

A  letter  from  General  McDougal,  dated  at  Haverstraw, 
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on  the  9th  December,  instant,  assigning  reasons  for  send- 
ing three  or  four  hundred  men  to  protect  Orange  Town  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Wjsner,  Mr.  L'hom- 
inedieu  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston. 

A  letter  from  Samuel  Tudor,  dated  at  Pouglikeepsie,  on 
the  9lh  day  of  December,  instant,  relalive  lo  the  articles 
wanted  for  the  equipment  of  the  ships  building  at  that  place, 
was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  commitied  to  Messrs.  Wisner,Smith 
and  L'horamedieu. 

A  letter  from  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress, 
dated  at  Philadelphia  on  the  4th  inst.  was  read  and  tiled, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Phila.  Mh  Decbr.  1776. 

"We  received  Mr.  McKesson's  loner  dated  the  25th 
November.  We  have,  according  to  vour  recjuesi,  applied 
to  Congress  for  leave  to  our  State  to  raise  anotlicr  battalion, 
to  be  commanded  by  Col.  Du  Bois.  which  is  agreed  to, 
and  a  resolve  to  that  purpose  is  enclosed ;  as  also  a  re- 
solve for  employing  five  aid-majors  at  the  expense  of  our 
State.  Blank  commissions  for  both  the  battalions  and  aid- 
majors  are  herewith  sent.  There  are  45  blanks,  a  tew 
more  than  the  number  wanted,  to  serve  in  case  some  might 
be  spoiled  in  filling  up  ;  I  he  rank  of  the  officers  of  tlie  five 
battalions  is  with  you  to  settle  ;  the  Congress  does  not  in- 
terfere under  the  new  arrangement  in  the  rank  of  officers 
appointed  by  the  several  States. 

"  General  Washington  is  at  Trenton  with  his  army ; 
General  Cornwallis  at  Brunswick.  This  city  had  been 
in  great  confusion  for  some  days ;  the  consternation  was 
great  from  an  apprehension  that  the  enemy  would  march 
into  this  place  ;  but  tliev  have  now  in  a  great  measure  re- 
covered their  spirits  and  are  marching  out  in  considerable 
numbers  to  join  General  Washington,  and  in  a  few  days 
our  army  will  be  strong  enough  to  face  the  enemy.  ^Ve 
have  no  accounts  where  our  troops  under  General  Lee  arc 
at  present,  but  are  in  hopes  if  they  arc  within  march,  as 
is  said,  that  Cornwallis  will  not  proceed  any  further  this 
way  too  speedily  ;  if  he  delays  a  very  few  days  longer, 
there  is  nothing  to  fear  from  him. 

"  We  are,  gentlemen, 

"Your  most  obedt.  scrvts. 

"PHIL.  LIVINGSTON, 
"FRA.  LEWIS, 
"WM.  FLOYD. 

"  To  the  Conrenlion  of  the  State  of  New- York." 

A  resolution  of  Congress  therein  enclosed,  dated  the 
i26th  of  November,  f776,  was  read  as  follows,  vizt  : 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  tlie  Lesislatures 
of  the  United  States  respectively,  lo  pass  suc!i  laws  as  will 
effectually  prevent  the  counterfeiting  or  forging  the  tickets 
of  the  public  lottery. 

"Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"CHARLES  THOMSON,  Srcy." 

Another  resolution  of  Congress  therein  enclosed,  dated 
Novr.  30th,  1776,  was  aiso  read,  as  follows,  vizt ; 

"  Resolved,  That  the  State  of  New-York  be  empowered 
to  raise  another  battalion  on  the  Continental  estalilisimient. 
That  the  Convention  or  Council  of  Safety  ot  New-York 
be  empowered  to  appoint  an  aid-major  lo  each  of  tlic  bat- 
talions raised  by  that  Stale,  the  pay  and  expense  of  which 
to  be  borne  by  that  State. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"  CHAS.  THOMSON,  Scry." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  resolves  bo  referred 
to  the  committee  of  arrangements. 

Resolved,  That  the  rangers  of  Tryon  county  be  allowed 
Continental  rations  instead  of  their  weokiy  subsistence 
money,  during  the  lime  they  remain  in  garrison. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Gcnl.  Schuyler  was  read  and  ap- 
proved of  in,  the  words  following,  to  wit : 


"Fiskkill,  Deer.  \Olh,  1776. 

"  Sir — By  a  return  express  from  Philadelphia,  we  have 
received  a  letter  from  our  r.)elegales,  dated  the  4tli  instant, 
enclosing  a  resolution  of  Congress  for  enabling  this  State 
lo  raise  a  fifth  battalion,  to  be  commanded  by  Cul.  Du 
Bois,  which  was  applied  for  by  the  Convention.'  Another 
resolution  of  Congress  is  also  transmitted,  direciiiu'  the 
respective  Slates  to  pass  acis  for  preventing  the  furgery  of 
lottery  tickets." 

"  The  following  extract  will  show  the  condition  of  the  two 
armies  on  the  date  of  the  Delegates'  letter : 

"  '  Genl.  Washington  is  at  Trenton  with  his  army  ;  Genl. 
Cornwallis  at  Brunswick.  This  city  has  been  in  ^rcat 
confusion  for  some  days  ;  the  consternation  was  great  Irom 
an  apprehension  that  the  enemy  would  march  on  to  this 
place ;  but  they  have  now  in  a  great  measure  recovered 
their  spirits,  and  are  marching  out  in  considerable  numbers 
lo  join  General  Washington  ;  and  in  a  few  days  our  army 
will  be  strong  enough  to  face  the  enemy.  We  have  no 
account  where  our  troops  under  General  Lee  are  at  pre- 
sent, but  are  in  hopes  they  are  on  their  march,  as  it  is  said 
that  Cornwallis  will  not  proceed  any  further  tliis  way  too 
speedily  ;  if  he  delays  a  very  few  days  longer,  there  is 
nothing  lo  fear  from  him.' 

"  You  will  have  the  pleasure  to  observe  that  t!ic  report 
suggested  in  our  last,  that  Congress  had  removed  lo  Lan- 
caster, was  without  foundation. 

"  General  Lee,  we  are  well  informed,  was  a  few  days 
since  at  Morristown,  where  he  is  assembling  a  force  to  act 
in  concert  with  General  Washington.  The  militia  of 
Orange  and  Ulster  are  ordered  to  march  under  ttie  com- 
mand of  Brigadier-(5eneral  George  Clinton,  to  cooperate 
with  General  Lee  ;  revive  the  spirits  of  the  New-Jersey 
militia  and  secure  tiie  passes  in  the  Highlands. 

The  Convention  are  of  opinion,  and  have  this  day  passed 
a  resolution,  that  the  rangers  of  Tryon  county  ought  to  be 
allowed  Continental  rations  instead  of  their  weekly  sub- 
sistence money,  during  the  time  they  shall  remain  in  gar- 
rison. 

"  I  am  directed  to  add  that  the  Convention  will  soon 
send  up  the  pay  which  is  in  arrear  to  the  rangers. 

"  I  am,  6cc. 

"  Gen-  Schuyler." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  V.  Pre- 
sident, and  transmitted. 

A.  draft  of  a  letter  lo  General  McDougal  was  read  and 
approved  of,  [and  is]  in  the  words  followinu,  to  wit , 

"  Fishkill,  lOth  Deer.  1776. 

"Sir — We  received  your  favour  of  yesterday,  and  in 
answer  thereto  have  only  to  inform,  that  previous  to  the 
receipt  thereof,  we  onlered  a  large  body  of  troops  from  the 
counties  of  Orange  and  Ulster,  under  the  command  of 
Ikigadier-General  (Jeorgc  Clinton,  to  march  immediately 
through  the  counties  of  Orange  and  Bergen  in  order  to  pro- 
tect the  well  affecied  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  to 
cooperate  with  General  Lee  as  far  as  sliail  lie  in  his  power 
ill  distressing  the  enemy,  raising  and  collecting  the  well 
affected,  and  harassing  and  overawing  the  disaffected  sub- 
jects of  the  Stale  of  New-Jersey.  We  submit  lo  your 
prudence  how  far  and  to  what  persons  this  should  be  di- 
vulged before;  the  arrival  of  General  Clinton's  corps. 

"I  am,  &c. 

"  Gen.  McDougal." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  V.  Pre- 
sident, and  transmitted. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Deer,  nth,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Mathew  Canline,  Esqr.  Chairman. 
Mr.  Dunne,  Mr.  Dimscomb,  Mr.  Rutgers,  General  Scott,  Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Roosevelt — Nem-York. 
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Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate — Jlbany. 

jlr.  Cantine,  Col.  De  Wilt,  Mr.  Tappen,  Mr.  Ray— Ulster. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller— Sujolk. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingstoa— DukAeis. 

Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 

Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Morris,  General  Morris—  IVestchester. 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Js'ewkirk — Tryon. 
Mr.  Webster,  Col.  Williams— CAorZo^c. 
Mr.  Sessions — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Wisner  informed  the  House  that  two  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Orange  county,  to  wit,  Doctor  Oulwater  and  Colo- 
nel Sherwood  (as  has  been  reported)  have  signified  their 
intention  of  not  attending  the  business  of  this  House  any 
longer  as  members  of  said  county. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  chairman  of  the 
county  of  Orange,  directing  him  to  request  the  attendance 
of  the  southern  members  of  that  county,  or  assign  reasons 
for  iheir  non-attendance. 

A  letter  from  General  Heaih,  dated  yesterday,  inform- 
ing tlie  Convention  of  a  flag  being  come  up  with  the  Revd. 
Mr.  Inglis  and  Mr.  Moore,  accompanying  a  number  of  let- 
ters to  persons  about  the  counlrv,  was  read.  A  list  of  the 
letters  above  referred  to,  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

A  letter  from  the  Revd.  Charles  Inglis,  dated  Sth  Deer, 
directed  to  Messrs.  Duane  and  R.  R.  Livmgslon,  soliciting 
a  permit  for  his  wife  and  family  to  remove  to  New-York 
with  such  pans  of  his  furniture,  books  and  papers  as  are 
at  New-Windsor. 

A  card  from  Mr.  Elliot  to  Mr.  Duane,  dated  6th  Deer, 
requesting  permission  for  his  son-in-law,  James  Jauncey, 
Junr.  with  liis  wife  and  servants,  to  return  from  Middle- 
town  in  Connecticut,  to  New- York. 

A  similar  card,  of  same  date,  to  Mr.  Jay,  making  the 
same  request. 

A  letter  from  Jacob  Watson,  dated  4th,  12  mo.  directed 
to  Daniel  Terboss,  respecting  the  sale  of  salt  and  purchase 
of  flax  seed. 

A  like  letter  of  same  date,  and  for  the  like  purpose,  to 
Daniel  Birdsall. 

A  long  letter  from  John  Moore,  dated  9th  Deer,  to 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  requesting  the  return  of  his  wife. 

A  letter  from  Phil.  J.  Jjivingston  to  James  Duane,  Esqr. 
John  Jay  and  others,  requesting  his  wife  and  family. 

A  letter  from  Phil.  Livingston,  Esqr.  dated  Pensacola, 
*Jany.  1,  1776,  to  John  Paterson,  collector  of  Philadephia. 

A  letter  from  Jane  Knox  to  Capt.  Fred.  Hunt,  and  ano- 
ther to  Captain  Picmart,  requesting  her  goods. 

A  letter  from  Govr.  Tryon  to  Wm.  Smith,  dated  4th 
Deer. 

A  letter  from  Mrs.  Plenderleath  to  Wm.  Smith,  Esqr. 
A  letter  from  same  to  Mrs.  Smith. 
A  letter  from  H.  W.  to  Wm.  Smith,  Esqr.  dated  25th 
April. 

A  letter  from  Mrs.  Plenderleath  to  her  mother. 

A  letter  from  J.  Plenderleath  to  Wm.  Smith,  Esqr.  da- 
ted 25th  April. 

A  further  set  of  resolutions,  relative  to  Gen.  George 
Clinton  and  the  militia  ordered  out  yesterday,  was  read  and 
agreed  to,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  militia  of  Orange  and  Ulster  coun- 
ties, ordered  to  be  raised  by  the  resolution  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  this  State,  passed  the  9th  day  of  December  instant, 
do  not  march  further  south  than  llaverstraw,  or  west  than 
Ringwood,  till  the  further  orders  of  tiiis  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  Col.  Malcom,  wah  the  militia  under  his 
command,  be  annexed  to  General  George  Clinton's  bri- 
gade. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolutions  be  im- 
mediately transmitted  to  Genl.  Gcor:,'e  Clinton. 

A  letter  from  Major-Geiieral  Heath  being  read,  inform- 
ing the  Convention  that  he  was  ordered  to  go  over  vi'ith  his 
division  to  the  west  side  of  Hudson  river,  by  which  the 
defiles  in  the  Highlands  will  be  exposed. 

The  same  being  taken  into  consideration  : 


Resolved,  That  the  safety  of  this  State  and  the  general 
interest  of  America,  require  that  the  defiles  in  the  Hiuh- 
lands  on  both  sides  of  Hudson  river  should  be  carefully 
and  strongly  guarded. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  his  Excellency 
General  Washington,  enclosing  the  resolutions  passed  on 
Monday  last,  stating  tiie  dangers  attending  the  Icavini;  the 
passes  through  the  Highlands  unguarded,  and  requesting 
that  the  order  for  General  Heath's  division  to  march,  may 
be  countermanded. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  letter  go  by  express,  who  shall 
be  and  hereby  is  empowered  to  impress  horses  every  ten 
miles,  and  to  ride  night  and  day,  both  going  and  reiurnintr. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  express  shall  go  and  return  in  less 
than  six  days,  that  he  shall  be  paid  three  pounds  per  day 
over  and  above  his  wages,  for  every  day  short  of  that  time 
in  which  he  shall  perforin  the  same  ;  "that  is,  if  he  shall 
perform  the  same  in  five  days,  he  shall  receive  three  pounds ; 
if  in  four  days,  six  pounds. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  General  Washington,  was  read  and 
agreed  to,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Fishkill,  llth  Deer.  1776. 

"  Sir — I  am  directed  by  the  Convention  of  the  State  of 
New-York,  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  enclosed  re- 
solves, by  which  it  will  appear  that  we  have  made  every 
exertion  in  favour  of  our  sister  States,  which  our  prcseiu 
situation  will  admit  ;  but  we  are  extremely  sorry  to  find, 
by  a  letter  received  last  night  from  General  Heatii,  that  he 
is  ordered  over  to  the  western  shore,  by  means  of  wliich 
the  most  important  passes  in  America  will  be  left  unguard- 
ed, though  within  a  short  distance  of  the  army.  Your  Ex- 
cellency must  be  fully  satisfied,  that  though  they,  by  march- 
ing through  the  flat  country,  may  distress  the  inhabitants, 
yet  that  that  measure  will  be  productive  of  nothing  deci- 
sive ;  whereas  the  fate  of  this  country  will  probably  de- 
pend upon  their  occupying  the  State  of  New-Y'ork,  which 
is  now  in  a  great  measure  abandoned  to  them.  We  must 
therefore  take  the  liberty  to  entreat  your  Excellency  to 
countermand  an  order  which,  in  our  humble  opinion,  is  put- 
ting every  thing  to  the  hazard,  and  leave  the  northeastern 
parts  ot  Jersey  to  be  strengthened  ia  the  way  proposed  by 
the  within  resolutions.  If  your  Excellency  should  not  be 
inclined  to  grant  this  request,  we  must  beg  to  be  favoured 
with  an  immediate  answer,  that  wc  may  not,  by  suffering 
our  militia  to  march,  leave  this  State  entirely  defenceless, 
and  thus  abandon,  with  ourselves,  the  cause  of  America. 
Your  Excellency  will  pardon  the  freedom  with  which  we 
write.  Our  sanguine  hopes  of  creating  a  very  considera- 
ble diversion  by  the  means  pointed  out  in  the  enclosed  re- 
solves, without  endangering  the  safety  of  this  State,  are, 
by  the  orders  to  General  Healh,  entirely  vanisiied. 

"  I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

"  ilis  Excellency  Genl.  Washington." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  chair- 
man, and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  letters  followinr;-,  to  wit :  A 
letter  from  Governor  Tryon  to  Wm.  Smith,  Esqr.  ;  a  let- 
ter from  iVIrs.  Plenderleath  to  the  same  ;  a  letter  from  the 
same  person  to  Mrs.  Smith  ;  a  letter  from  H.  W.  to  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Jsqr. ;  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Plenderleath  to  Mrs. 
Smith  ;  a  letter  from  the  same  person  to  William  Smith, 
Esqr.  and  a  letter  from  the  same  person  to  Miss  F/llzabeth 
Smith,  which  were  sent  severally  open  but  enclosed  toge- 
ther, be  enclosed,  sealed  up,  and  certified  by  the  President 
to  have  been  sealed  up  in  Convention  without  haviu"  been 
perused.  Also  that  the  letter  from  John  .Moore  to  his  wife, 
and  the  letter  from  iMrs.  Verplanck  to  lier  husband,  be  in 
like  manner  enclosed,  sealed  up,  and  certified  ;  and  that  all 
the  said  letters  be  sent  to  the  respective  persons  to  whom 
they  were  written. 

Several  letters  which  were  sent  up  to  this  Convention 
by  Major-Cicneral  Heath,  as  having  been  conveyed  to  him 
by  a  flag  of  truce,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  liberty  for 
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sundry  persons  to  go  with  their  effects  to  the  city  of  New- 
York,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  Mr.  RooseveU,  Mr. 
Yates  and  General  Scott,  to  take  the  said  letters. 

Also  a  letter  from  James  Jauncey,  Jiinr.  and  a  memorial 
of  Frederick  Phillipse,  being  read,  was  rclVrrcd  to  the  same 
committee;  as  also  the  case  of  Lady  Johnson,  atid  iliai 
the  said  committee  report  on  the  matters  aforesaid  with  all 
convenient  speed. 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  informed  the  Convention  that 
he  was  informed  by  Abraham  Livingston,  son  of  Philip 
Livingston,  Esqr.  that  his  said  father  luul  directed  liim  to 
inform  the  Convention,  that  in  consequence  of  his  long  ab- 
sence from  his  family,  he  will  be  under  the  nccessitv  of 
leaving  the  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  his  family 
at  Esopus. 

Resolved,  That  General  Jlorris  he  directed  to  repair  to 
Philadelphia,  and  take  his  seat  in  General  Congress,  in 
order  that  Philip  Livingston,  Esqr.  may  be  enabled  to  visit 
his  family. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  delivered  in  the  report  on  Samuel 
Tudor's  letter,  relative  to  De  Grushe,  which  was  read  and 
agreed  to,  as  follows,  vizt : 

"  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from 
Samuel  Tudor,  of  the  9th  inst.  humbly  report  the  follow- 
ing letter  and  resolution  : 

"  Sir — The  Convention  have  received  yours  of  the  9th 
instant.  They  approve  of  your  proposal  to  appoint  Mr. 
De  Grushe  to  do  the  business  you  mention,  and  have  accor- 
dingly directed  him  to  repair  to  Poughkcepsic  for  that  pur- 
pose. You  will  be  pleased  to  hire  Mr.  Ivcrs's  tools  on  tiie 
most  favourable  terms  in  your  power.  The  Convention 
would  have  you  to  proceed  witli  all  possible  despatch  in 
making  the  gun-carriages.  You  cannot  be  at  a  loss  for 
the  measure  of  the  guns,  since  it  will  lay  with  you  to  cive 
the  necessary  directions  for  making  them.  ^Ir.  Rut- 
gers declines  having  any  agency  in  fitting  out  the  ships  ; 
nor  do  we  conceive  that  any  other  agent  is  necessary,  than 
those  already  employed,  as  the  business  is  by  no  means  so 
extensive  as  it  was;  you  may  asjree  with  Air.  Hendricks 
to  visit  the  store  once  a  day.  We  again  repeat  to  you,  that 
it  is  essentially  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  State,  that 
the  ships  be  fitted  for  service  by  the  spring.  The  Con- 
vention wish  to  know  why  the  cables  and  anchors  ordered 
to  General  Clinton  have  not  yet  been  sent. 

"Resolved,  That  Mr.  De  Queshe  be  directed  to  repair 
to  Poughkeepsie,  to  assist  in  preparing;  the  naging  of  the 
Continental  ships  at  that  place,  and  that  he  be  allowed  the 
same  wages  as  Mr.  Ivers. 

"  Yours,  &c. 

"  Capt.  Samuel  Tudor." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Chair- 
man, and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  Harper,  .Mr.  William  Har- 
per, Major  Lockwood  and  Mr.  Wisner,  be  a  comniitiee  for 
the  purpose  of  furnishing  General  (ieorgc  Clinton  with 
ammunition,  and  other  necessaries,  for  the  use  of  iiis  bri- 
gade. 

Mr.  Wisner  moved,  and  was  seconded,  for  the  lollowing 
resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  such  of  the  Deputies  of  this  Slate,  as 
by  reason  of  the  enemy's  progress  cannot  have  access  to 
the  committees  of  their  respective  counties,  be  autiionzed 
and  empowered,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered, to  draw  upon  and  receive  from  the  Treasurer  of 
this  State,  such  sums  of  monev  as  have  been  severally  al- 
lowed to  the  Representatives  of  this  Stale,  for  their  atten- 
dance in  the  Convention  of  the  same,  and  the  Treasurer 
take  receipts  for,  and  place  such  sums  to  the  debus  ol  such 
counties,  whose  members  shall  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  subject  maiter  of  the  said  motion  be 
referred  to  Mr.  Moore,  Col.  Williams,  iMr.  Adgate  and 
Mr.  Ray. 
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A  certificate  signed  by  General  James  Clinton  and 
others,  certifying  the  manner  in  which  the  chain  intended 
to  obstruct  Hudson  river  broke,  from  which  it  appears 
the  fault  is  not  in  the  smiths'  work,  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee formerly  appointed  to  examine  and  fix  the  chain. 


THURSDAY  MORNING, 

Deer.  I2ih,  177G. 

The  Committee  met. 

Present — Matthew  Cantine,  £sqr.  Chairman.  ,^ 
Mr.  Kulgers,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Dunscomb — For  New-York. 
Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Mr.  Adgale — For  Albany. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller— I'd;-  Suffolk. 

Col.  De  Wit,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Rhea— for  Ulster. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Little — For  Orange. 

Major  Landon,  Mr.  G.  Livingston — For  Dutchess. 

Major  LockwooJ,  General  Morris — For  IVestchester. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  jWr.  Newkirk— i-'or  Tri/on.  ,  ( 

Mr.  Webster— J'oi-  Charlotte. 

Mr.  Sessions — For  Cumberland. 

Resolved,  That  Major  Terboss  be  and  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed to  receive  and  take  the  charge  of  and  preserve  all 
such  hides  as  shall,  from  lime  to  time,  be  sent  to  Fislikill 
Landing  by  Stephen  Ward,  Esqr.  agent  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  hides  ;  and  that  Mr.  Isaac  Van  Wyck  be  and 
he  is  hereby  appointed  to  receive,  lake  charge  of  and  pre- 
serve all  such  hides  as  Mr.  Ward  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
send  to  Fishkill  by  land  ;  and  that  Major  Terboss  and  Mr. 
Van  Wyck  shall  be  allowed  a  reasonable  compensation  for 
their  trouble  and  expense  in  executing  this  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Stephen  Ward,  Esqr.  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds,  on 
account  of  hides  by  him  purchased  for  the  use  of  this 
State. 

The  petition  of  the  general  comiiiiltee  of  Westchester 
county,  praying  for  relief;  that  Rogers  with  his  rangers 
may  be  drove  olf,  &;c.  was  read  and  tiled. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  ^\Ir.  R. 
R.  1/ivingstoii,  Major  Lockwood,  General  Morris  and  Mr. 
Morris. 

The  committee  appointed  to  credit  the  pay  rolls  of 
Trvon  county  rangers,  delivered  in  their  repoit,  which  was 
read,  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Yates,  the  chairman  of  the  government  committee, 
gave  notice  that  the  said  committee  will  report  this  day 
eight  days. 

Mr.  Yates  requested  liiat  Mr.  McKesson  be  directed  to 
attend  the  committee  to  copy  said  report. 

Mr.  Wisner  informed  the  House  that  it  has  been  repre- 
sented to  him  that  Colonel  Blackwell  and  Major  Jonathan 
Lawrence,  members  of  ihe  Convention  of  this  State  for 
the  county  of  Queens,  are  willing  to  give  their  attendance 
if  this  House  will  receive  them,  notwithstanding  the  saul 
county  is  in  possession  of  the  enemy. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Secretary  write  letters  to  ihose  gen- 
tlemen, requesting  their  attendance  as  members  lor  the  said 
county. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
the  general  committee  of  Westchester  county,  read  this 
day,  reported  the  draft  of  a  letter  to  General  George  Clin- 
ton, which  was  approved  of,  [and  is]  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, vizt : 

"  Silt — The  Convention,  on  the  application  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Westchester  county,  who  coinpl.iin  of  inroads 
made  upon  them  by  a  parly  of  rangers  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Rodgers,  have  come  to  a  resolution  to  de- 
spatch Colonels  Malcoin  and  Thomas  with  their  regiments, 
wiio  will  be  joined  by  some  ot  the  inilitia  of  Westchester 
county  and  three  companies  of  rangers,  in  order  to  fall 
upon  the  troops  of  the  enemy  and  remove  the  stock  and 
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grain  from  the  said  county.    You  will  be  pleased  therefore 
immediately  to  give  the  necessary  orders. 

"  I  am,  sir,  &c. 

«  Xo  Brigadier-Gen.  Geo.  Clinton." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Chair- 
man, and  transmitted. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  allow  unto  Samuel 
Loudon  for  printing  and  publishing  in  a  weekly  newspaper, 
such  acts  and  pubhc:ilions  as  they  or  this  Convention  or  fu- 
ture Legislature  of  this  State  shall  direct,  and  which  shall  fall 
•within  the  compass  of  such  newspaper,  after  the  rate  of 
two  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  in  quarterly  payments  ; 
and  that  the  first  quarterly  payment,  couuuence  and  be  ad- 
vanced to  him  on  his  pubhslung  his  first  newspaper ;  and 
that  tiie  said  salary  be  payable  by  warrants  drawn  by  the 
President  of  the  Convention,  and  to  be  continued  for  one 
year,  provided  the  said  paper  shall  so  long  be  regularly 
published. 

The  committee  to  whom  tbe  certificate  of  General  James 
Clinton  and  others,  (relative  to  the  chain,)  which  was  re- 
ceived and  read  yesterday,  was  referred,  delivered  in  their 
report,  which  was  read  and  approved.  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  Thai  the  committee  lo  obstruct  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Hudson  river,  be  directed  to  pay  the  black- 
smiths who  made  the  chain  which  was  lately  drawn 
across  the  said  river,  according  lo  their  agreement  witli 
them. 

Resolved,  That  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee  write 
a  letter  to  Col.  Henry  B.  Livingston,  requesting  him,  that 
if  it  shall  be  consistent  with  his  instructions  from  His  Excel- 
lency General  Washington,  he  immediately  repair  with 
his  troops  under  his  command  to  this  State,  in  order  to 
oppose  the  ravages  of  the  enemy  in  the  county  of  VVesl- 
cbester. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Col.  Livingston  was  read  and  ap- 
proved of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt  : 

[Secret.]  "  FUhkill,  llth  December,  1776. 

"  Sir — It  is  apprehended  that  a  successful  attack  may 
be  made  against  such  of  the  enemy  principally,  if  not 
solely,  consisting  of  Rogers'  rangers,  as  are  now  ravaging 
without  restraint  or  remorse,  the  suffering  inhabitants  of 
the  county  of  Westchester.  I  am  therefore  directed  to 
request  you,  if  it  is  in  any  wise  consistent  with  your  in- 
structions from  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  im- 
mediately to  repair  to  this  State  with  the  troops  under  your 
command,  in  order  to  cooperate  with  the  forces  which  are 
embodying  for  this  expedition.  I  need  not  add,  that  no 
time  is  to  be  lost,  as  the  operations  of  the  enemy  in  New- 
Jersey  give  a  favourable  opening  for  a  sudden  and  vigour- 
ous  enterprise,  which  we  have  no  reason  to  expect  will  be 
of  long  continuance. 

"I  am,  sir,  your  most  obdt.  humb.  servt. 

"  By  order,  &c." 
Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Chair- 
man, and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Moore  and  Mr.  Little  he  added  to 
the  committee  appointed  on  the  12th  ulto.  for  taking  care 
of  the  poor  in  this  Slate. 

An  account  of  rations  furnished  to  the  prisoners  of  war 
lately  stationed  at  Poundridge,  amounting  to  one  hundred 
and  seven  dollars  and  ^'ths  ot  a  dollar,  computed  at  Ty'jihs 
of  a  dollar  per  ration,  was  read.  Thereto  is  annexed  a 
charge  of  $1.34.90  for  taking  care  of  Jeremiah  Reerdor  and 
Caesar  Freeman  ;  and  ot  two  dollars  and  H  for  medicine 
and  attendance  by  Doctor  Benjamin  .Miller ;  which  last 
charges  fortaking  care  of  the  sick  and  for  medicines, 
the  Secretaries  of  the  Convention  alleged  they,  as  com- 


missaries, arc  not  authorized  to  discharge  without  the  or- 
der of  this  Committee  of  Safety. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  or  any  one  of  ihem,  dis- 
charge the  said  account  for  medicine  and  attendance  at  tlie 
same  lime  that  they  discharge  the  account  of  rations,  and 
charge  the  same  in  and  with  the  said  account. 

Major  Lockwood  informed  the  Coinmiiioe  of  Safely 
that  he  had  paid  three  dollars  to  the  messenger  he  sent 
lately  with  intelligence  to  this  Committee. 

Ordered,  Thai  Mr.  McKesson,  one  of  the  Secretaries, 
pay  the  said  three  dollars  to  Major  Lockwood,  and  charge 
the  same  to  this  Committee. 

The  covenant  of  the  Convention  of  the  New-Hampshire 
Grants,  held  at  Dorset  on  the  twenty-hfih  of  September 
last,  was  read. 

Extracts  from  the  minutes  of  the  said  Convention  held 
at  Dorset,  were  also  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  committed  to  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  Cum- 
berland county,  dated  the  21st  day  of  July  la^^t. 

And  on  request  of  Mr.  Duane  and  the  members  of  Cum- 
berland, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  and  are  hereby  discharged  from 
that  committee  ;  but  that  on  request,  they  attend  the  said 
committee  to  give  them  information  of  the  temper  of  the 
inliabitants  of  Charlotte,  Cumberland  and  Gloucester  coun- 
ties, or  any  other  matter  proposed  to  the  gentlemen  dis- 
charged from  the  committee. 


FRIDAY  MORNING, 

Deer,  mil,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Matthew  Cantine,  Esqr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Genl.  Scott 
Mr.  Robt.  Harper— i'or  New-York. 

Mr.  Adgatc,  Mr.  Abraliam  Yates — ilbany. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  UiWtT—SvJfolk. 

Col.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Tappen,  Mr.  Ray,  General  George 
Clinton — Ulster. 

Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  G.  Livingston — Dutchess. 
Mr.  Little,  Mr.  'Wisner — Orange. 

Col.  Drake,  Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Morris,  Genl.  Morris — H'eit- 
chester. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 
Col.  Williams,  .Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Duer— C/ior/o»c. 
Mr.  &&smons— Cumberland. 

Mr.  Diier,  one  of  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
inst.  to  go  lo  New-Windsor  and  concert  measures  with 
General  George  Clinton,  relative  to  calling  out  the  militia 
of  Orange  and  Ulster  counties  to  join  General  Gates  or 
General  Lee,  reported  a  letter  which  he  had  wrote  to  Ge- 
neral Gates  ;  the  said  letter  is  dated  at  Dobson's  tavern. 
Deer.  9lh,  and  is  as  follows,  vizt : 

"  Sir — Since  the  resolutions  which  are  referred  to  and 
enclosed  in  the  above  letter  were  agreed  to,  General  Clin- 
ton and  myself  were  requested  by  the  committee  to  pro- 
ceed to  Goshen,  where  we  understood  you  were  expected 
this  in  order  lo  know  the  routes  which  the  troops 

under  your  command  propose  taking,  and  confer  with  you 
on  other  matters  which  are  the  object  of  these  resolutions. 
I  am  sorry  we  are  not  fortunate  enonch  to  meet  with  you; 
but  from  the  intelligence  we  have  received  from  your  Aid- 
de-camp.  Major  Pierce,  and  from  the  route  General  Lee 
has  taken  through  ,  we  find  that  the  intention 

of  both  your  armies  is  to  join  General  Washington,  and 
not  to  form  a  separate  army,  in  order  to  fall  on  the  enemy's 
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rear.  In  compliance,  tliereforc,  with  his  orders,  General 
Clinton  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  cont'orniiiiir  himself 
to  the  object  specified  in  ilie  resohuion  marked  No.  7,  un- 
less he  should  learn  from  General  Lee  or  yourself  that 
your  intentions  are  to  form  another  army  on  the  rear  of  the 
enemy. 

"For  this  purpose  he  desires  me  to  inform  that  he  will 
immediately  order  his  troops  to  rendezvous  at  the  place  call- 
ed the  City,  near  in  Orange  cuuniv,  at  the  parting 
of  the  roads  which  leads  to  Tnppan  and  l-'yramus,  when 
he  will  be  ready  to  obey  your  orders,  as  far  as  thev  are 
consistent  with  the  object  of  the  enclosed  resolutions.  The 
force  he  will  have  with  him,  will  consist  of  about  fifteen 
hundred  men. 

"  By  the  latest  account  we  hear  that  General  Washing- 
ton is  daily  receiving  strong  reniforcemenis  from  the  mili- 
tia of  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  ;  in  consequence  of  which, 
he  may  probably  be  induced  to  form  an  army  for  the  pur- 
pose of  hanging  on  the  enemy  in  rear.  he  made 
acquainted  with  the  measures  pursued  by  the  Convention 
of  the  State  of  New- York. 

"  I  have  therefore  to  request  the  favour  of  you  to  have 
copies  of  the  Committee's  letter  to  you,  of  the  enclosed 
resolutions,  transmitted  immediately  by  express  to  His 
Excellency  General  Washington  and  to  Major-Gen.  Lee, 


in  order  that  they  may  pursue  such  measures  as  they  shall 
judge  best  calculated  for  the  general  good. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

"  Your  obedt.  hble.  scrvi. 

WM.  DUEK. 

"  Major-Gen.  Gates. 

"  Dobson's  Tavern,  Deer.  9th,  1776,  > 
"  10  o'clock  at  night."  J 

The  resolutions  of  yesterday,  relative  to  the  Wustches- 
ter  expedition,  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  were  recom- 
mitted to  the  same  committee,  and  to  General  Scott  and 
Colonel  Drake. 

General  George  Clinton  informed  the  Cuinniittce  that 
General  Schuyler  has,  by  letter,  informed  him  that  he  hid 
directed  the  committee  of  Albany  to  forward  timber,  boards 
and  tar,  for  the  obstruction  of  Hudson  river.  The  Com- 
mittee are  farther  well  informed,  that  logs  sufficient  for  that 
purpose  are  easily  obtained  near  the  place  of  obstruction, 
and  from  experiments  already  made,  at  a  much  cheaper 
rate  than  they  can  be  procured  from  Albany,  and  perhaps 
cheaper  than  even  the  transportation  from  thence. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  Maior-General 
Schuyler,  requesting  him  to  countermand  procuring  the 
logs  he  has  ordered,  but  to  direct  the  boards  and  tar  to  be 
forwarded. 


[A  portion  of  the  proceedings  appears  to  be  missing.] 
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DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

At  Fishkill,  January  \st,  1777. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 
Present — Brigadier-General  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  PrcsiJett. 
Gen.  Scott,  Mr.  Dl-nsco.mb — New-York. 
Gen.  Ten  Broeck — jUbany. 
Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Jlr.  Gelston— Si/^o/fc. 
Mr.  Tappin,  Col.  Pauldi.vg— (//s/er. 
Mr.  James  Livi.xgston — Dvtchess. 
Mr.  Gil.  Dkake,  Mr.  Morris — Westchester. 
Mr.  Little — Orange. 
Mr.  W.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore — Tryon. 
Mr.  Sessions,  iNIr.  5te.\-lss— Cumberland. 

An  additional  clause  to  the  letter  from  this  Committee 
of  Safety  on  the  2Sth  ultimo,  to  His  Excellency  General 
Washington,  was  read  and  approved. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  added  to  the  said  let- 
ter, and  that  the  same  be  inserted  in  the  miimtes  of  this 
Committee  on  the  said  2Slh  of  December,  as  an  addition 
to  the  letter,  but  dated  as  of  this  d;iv. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  deliver  the  colours  of  the 
first  regiment  of  New-York  troops  in  the  Coiuincnial  ser- 
vice to  General  Ten  Broeck,  to  be  by  luni  delivered  to 
Colonel  Van  Schaick. 

Whereas  the  presence  of  E:;bcrt  Benson,  Esquirn, 
chairman  of  the  county  committee  of  Dutchess  county,  is  at 
this  critical  juncture  "conceived  to  be  so  imppitant  in  the 
county  that  it  might  qreatly  prejudice  the  public  service  if 
he  should  be  sent  abroad  :'  Thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Benson  be  excused  from  zmnz  to 
Congress  and  to  General  Washinqlon,  acreeably  to  the 
order  or  resolution  of  this  Committee  on  the  twcnty-ilurd 
day  of  December  last.  ,  , 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  His  Excellency  General  U  .T^hing- 
ton,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  tiic  words  following, 
to  wit : 

««Sm— We  have  been  informed  of  your  Excellency's 
order  to  General  Heath,  to  mnrch  lo  the  cr;ind  armv  on 
the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  with  tiie  troops  under  Ins  com- 
mand, excepting  only  about  tweue  hundred  ot  the  eastern 
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militia.  On  this  occasion  we  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your 
Excellency  the  true  situation  of  this  State.  It  formerly 
consisted  of  fourteen  counties,  of  which  five  and  a  part  of 
the  sixth  are  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  a  considera- 
ble part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Gloucester, 
Cumberland  and  Charlotte  appear  determmed  to  shake  off 
their  dependance  upon  us,  so  that  above  one  half  is  lost;  of 
the  remainder,  a  considerable  proportion  is  disaffected,  and 
ready  upon  a  favourable  opportunity  to  join  the  enemy. 
We  lately  applied  to  General  Schuyler  for  some  of  the 
northern  troops  to  defend  the  passes  in  the  Highlands  and 
protect  the  iniiabitants  of  Westchester,  who  were,  notwith- 
standing General  Spencer's  and  Wooster's  troops,  cruelly 
harassed  by  seven  hundred  ranszers  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Rodgers.  He  then  informed  us  that  no  troops 
could  be  spared  from  that  quarter,  and  advised  us  by  no 
means  to  call  on  any  of  the  militia  of  our  northern  counties, 
as  he  conceived  it  to  be  extremely  probable  that  the  enemy 
would  attack  Ticondcroga  this  winter,  as  soon  as  the  frost 
had  rendered  the  lakes  passable. 

"  Your  E.xccllency  well  remembers  that  we  are  to  raise 
three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  men  for  the  Con- 
tinental service.  The  amount  of  the  lighting  men  in  that 
part  of  the  Slate  belonging  to  us  is  not  more  than  fifteen 
tliousand ;  whereof,  after  deducting  our  Continental  pro- 
portion, there  will  not  remain  above  eleven  thousand  ;  of 
which  one  half  at  least  lying  to  the  northward,  the  re- 
mainder is  not  at  furthest  above  five  thousand  live  hun- 
dred men,  miny  of  whom  are  disalfected  and  others  poor, 
and  in  such  a  situation,  tliat  if  called  away  as  militia,  their 
families  must  perish  for  want  of  bread,  fuel,  &:c.  Add  to 
this  that  in  the  next  campaicn  a  great  part  of  the  wheat  to 
supply  the  Continental  armv  must  come  from  this  State. 
It  IS  all  now  in  the  sheaf  and  must  be  threshed,  and  brought 
to  market  during  the  continuance  of  the  snow.  Under  all 
these  disadvantages,  we  have  ordered  the  raisinc  one  thou- 
sand men  to  defend  the  passes  in  the  Hiohlands,  of  which 
we  do  not  expect  that  upwards  of  eight  hundred  can  take 
ihc  field,  while  the  defence  of  those  passes  requires  at  least 
four  thousand. 

"  Of  the  eastern  militia,  which  hath  been  so  long  ex- 
pected, only  two  regiments  liavc  yet  arrived.  General 
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Howe,  we  have  been  informed,  liath  above  five  thousand 
I  oops  in  New-York,  whicii  together  with  the  garrison  of 
Fort  Washington,  Rodgers's  rangers,  and  sucli  troops  as 
jjjj^lit  perliaps  be  collected  from  Jersey,  will  make  no  in- 
considerable army.  On  the  other  hand,  if  a  considerable 
body  of  men  under  an  active  commander  are  posted  in 
Westchester,  the  enemy  will  not  venture  to  leave  New- 
York  without  a  strong  garrison  ;  or  if  they  do,  then  it  may 
be  easily  taken  from  them. 

"  We  are  well  informed  that  the  British  army  in  New- 
Jersey  are  cantoned  out  m  small  parties  at  Bordentown, 
Trenton,  Princeton,  Brunswick,  Elizabeth  Town,  New-Ark 
and  Hackensack ;  and  of  consequence  may  be  easily  at- 
tacked at  some  or  other  of  those  places.  We  arc  happy  to 
add  to  these  observations,  that  we  can  congratulate  your  Ex- 
cellency on  the  advantage  you  have  taken  of  their  dispersed 
situation  ;  and  on  the  whole,  we  submit  to  your  Excellen- 
cy, whether  it  will  be  proper  to  call  all  the  troops  to  the 
southward,  and  by  that  means  expose  the  barracks,  stores, 
cannon,  6cc.  in  this  State,  togeilier  with  all  the  interior 
country,  against  which  as  we  are  informed  from  different 
quarters,  an  attack  is  now  meditated  by  the  enemy. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &lc. 
"  His  Excellency  General  Washington.  ' 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted  by  a  messenger. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
Brigadier-General  Clinton,  dated  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
December,  the  information  civen  to  Convention  by  Gene- 
ral Scott  and  Colonel  Allison,  and  ihe  letter  from  Colonel 
P.  R.  Livingston,  dated  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read,  adopted  and 
agreed  to.  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  George  Clinton  be 
ordered  and  empowered  immediately  to  direct  the  rai.sing 
of  one  thousand  men,  by  drafts,  or  in  such  other  ways  as 
may  to  him  appear  most  equitable  and  expeditious,  out  of 
the  counties  of  Dutchess,  Ulster,  Orange  and  Westclics- 
tcr,  to  continue  in  service  till  the  last  day  of  ■\Iarch  next. 

Resolved,  That  the  comniittees  of  the  respective  coun- 
ties above  mentioned,  together  with  the  general  and  field 
officers  of  the  militia,  in  their  respective  counties,  do  assist 
in  raising  the  said  thousand  men. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  raised  out  of  each  county  in  the 
following  proportions  :  three-tenths  of  Dutchess,  two-tenths 
by  Westchester,  two-tenths  by  Orange,  and  three-tenths 
by  Ulster. 

Resolved,  That  the  troops  so  to  be  raised,  be  divided 
into  two  regiments,  and  that  the  officers  of  the  said  regi- 
ments be  nominatcii  to  this  Convention  by  General  George 
Clinton,  out  of  the  officers  of  those  four  counties  who  have 
heretofore  been  at  service. 

Resolved,  Th.at  such  men  belonging  to  General  George 
Clinton's  brigade,  as  have  reenlisted  until  the  last  day  of  Fe- 
bruary next,  be  considered  as  part  of  the  said  two  regiments, 
and  deducted  from  the  proportion  to  be  raised  in  the  several 
counties  to  which  they  respectively  belong  ;  and  that  after 
the  said  first  day  of  February,  thev  lie  discharged,  and  if 
necessary,  others  raised  in  their  stead,  from  tiie  said  coun- 
ties respectively. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  troops  be  allowed  Continen- 
tal pay  and  rations. 

Resolved,  That  whenever  any  soldier  belonging  to  the 
above  mentioned  regiments,  shall  reonlist  in  either  of  the 
Continental  battalions  to  be  raised  in  this  State,  that  he 
shall  be  suffered  to  join  the  battalion  into  which  he  is  so 
enlisted. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolutions  be  sent 
by  express  to  General  George  Clinton;  tliat  he  be  further 
informed  that  the  Convention  have  requested  Major-Gene- 
ral Heath  to  take  effectual  measures  to  euard  the  passes 
in  the  Highlands,  on  both  sides  of  Hudson's  river,  and  ac- 
quaint him  with  the  difliculty  of  retaining  the  militia  of 
Ulster  and  Orange  counties  any  longer  in  service. 
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Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  Scott  and  William 
Duer,  Esqr.  be  a  comniiltcc  to  converse  with  General 
Heath,  on  the  matters  contained  in  the  above  letter  to  His 
Excellency  General  Washington,  and  that  he  be  furmshed 
with  a  copy  thereof,  and  be  requested  to  dei'er  his  march 
till  an  answer  is  obtained  thereto,  or  some  effectual  means 
provided  for  the  security  of  the  passes  in  the  Hii^hlands. 

Resolved,  That  the  men  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Bower,  being  enlisted  to  remain  in  the  district  of 
the  Manor  of  Livingston,  ought  not  to  be  roniovcd. 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  George  Clinton,  with 
the  aid  of  the  general  and  field  officers,  and  couimiitecs  of 
the  said  respective  counties,  do  devise  and  carry  into  exe- 
cution such  measures  as  shall  appear  to  them  most  etfec- 
tual  for  arming  such  of  the  said  thousand  men,  duriiis;  tiie 
service  aforesaid,  as  are  destitute  of  arms. 

Resolved,  That  one  penny  per  mile  be  allowed  to  each 
non-commissioned  officer  and  private  of  the  said  one  thou- 
sand men,  in  lieu  of  all  rations,  on  their  march  from  liieir 
respective  abodes  to  the  place  of  rendezvous. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretaries  prepare  copies  of  these 
resolutions  to  be  transmitted  to  General  Heath  and  General 
George  Clinton. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  Convention  ap- 
pointed to  procure  clothing  for  tlie  Continental  troops  rais- 
ing in  this  State  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  directed  and  em- 
powered to  take  sucli  of  the  clothing  now  in  the  possession 
of  Jlr.  Grant,  storekeeper  at  FishkiU,  as  will  be  sutlicient 
to  complete  the  clothing  of  the  said  troops,  and  tliat  the 
Committee  of  Safety  will  indemnify  Mr.  Grant  for  the  de- 
livery tlicreot. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  do  proceed  on  the  busi- 
ness above  mentioned,  and  do  with  all  possible  despatch, 
return  to  this  Committee,  an  inventory  of  the  goods  by  them 
taken  as  aforesaid,  countersigned  by  the  said  storekeeper, 
(they  giving  to  him  a  receipt  for  the  said  goods,)  to  tiie 
end  that  the  said  inventory,  together  with  these  resolutions, 
be  transmitted  to  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  and 
to  the  Quarter-Master-General. 

Ordered,  That  a  mittimus  be  issued  for  cominitliiir;  Cap- 
tain Ford  to  the  jail  of  ]3uichess  county,  at  Pouahkcep-iie ; 
there  to  remain  till  he  be  thence  discharged  by  due  course 
of  law. 

The  Secretary  prepared  a  draft  of  a  mittimus  which  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following  to  wit: 

"  By  tlie  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New-York,  } 
"  Fislikill,  January  Ist,  1777.  ^ 
"  To  the  Keeper  of  the  common  jail  of  Dutchess  county: 

"  Whereas,  it  appears  to  this  Commitlee  of  Safety,  that 
Captain  Phineas  Ford  is  charged  on  oath,  with  having  fe- 
loniously plundered  the  goods  and  chattels  of  T.ilman  Pugs- 
ley,  John  Martine,  and  sundry  other  subjects  of  this  State, 
in  the  county  of  Westchester  ;  you  are  therefore,  hereby 
commanded  to  receive  into  your  custody,  the  body  of  the 
said  Phineas  Ford,  and  him  safely  keep  in  the  jail  afore- 
said, until  he  shall  be  thence  delivered  by  due  course  of 
law. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety." 
A  copy  thereof  was  engrossed  and  signed  by  the  chair- 
man. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Stewart,  of  Col.  Dubois's  regi- 
ment, send  a  corporal  with  a  small  guard  to  convey  Captain 
Phineas  Ford  to  Poughkeepsie  jail,  and  salcly  deliver  him 
to  the  keeper  of  the  said  jail. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  James  Weeks  be,  and  is  hereby 
appointed  sergeant-at-arms  to  the  Convention  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  ^Morris  Hazard  be  immediately  appre- 
hended, and  detained  in  custody  by  ihe  sergeant-at-arms 
until  the  further  order  of  this  Committee,  or  of  the  Con- 
vention of  this  State,  to  answer  for  a  contempt  olfered  to 
the  President  and  Convention  of  the  licpresentatives  of 
this  Stale,  by  insulting  and  maltreating  the  President  on 
the  road. 

Ordered,  That  Doctor  Malachi  Treat,  be  requested  to 
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attend  Major-General  Heatli,  nnd  represent  to  him  the  dis- 
tressed state  of  ihe  sick  of  the  Continental  army  near  Fish- 
kill,  and  endeavour  to  prevail  on  tieneral  Heath  to  direct 
part  of  the  blankets,  sheets  and  hods  furmerly  seized  out 
of  the  stores  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  now  at 
or  any  other,  to  be  sent  for  their  relief,  and  that  General 
Heath  be  requested  to  advance  so  inucii  money  to  the  di- 
rectors of  the  hospital  at  or  near  Fishkill,  us  will  enable 
them  to  procure  proper  food  and  other  necessaries  for  the 
relief  of  the  said  sick. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Colonel  Lewis  Dubois  or  his  order,  the  further  sum  of  one 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds  fur  the  recruiting  service  of 
his  reginnent,  and  take  his  receipt  to  account  fur  the  same. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  then  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  JOVIS,   10  HO.  A.  51, 

January  2nd,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safely  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — General  Scott,  Jlr.  Dunscomb — New-York. 

Mr.  James  Livingston,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Gelston— Su^o/fe. 

Mr.  Gil.  Drake,  Mr.  Morris — Westchester. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore — Tryon. 

Mr.  Tappin,  Mr.  Rea — Ulster. 

Mr.  LilUe— Orange. 

Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stephens— C'um6er/an(i. 

James  Livingston,  Esquire,  was  iinanimouslv  chosen 
Chairman  until  the  arrival  of  the  President  or  \'icc-Presi- 
dent. 

An  account  of  John  R.  Livingston  against  tins  State  for 
bounty  on  powder  made  before  the  ninth  day  of  June  last, 
and  amounting  to  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds,  was 
produced  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  payment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tappin  and  Mr.  .\Ioorc  be  a  commit- 
tee to  e.xamine  the  said  account,  and  compare  it  with  the 
resolutions  giving  a  bounty  on  the  manufacture  of  gunpow- 
der, and  report  thereon. 

Whereas  the  State  of  iVew-York  had  lately  made  six 
new  brass  fieldpieces,  six  pounders,  for  the  defence  of  the 
State,  which  have  been  removed  out  of,  and  at  a  distance 
from  the  State,  with  the  Continental  army ;  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  are  informed  [that]  General  Heath  is 
about  to  remove  the  fieldpieces,  now  at  Pecks  Kill,  out  of 
this  State  : 

Resolved,  That  Major-Gcncral  Heath  be  requested  to 
direct  that  an  equal  number  of  brass  fieldpieces,  six  pound- 
ers, be  left  at  Peekskill,  for  tlie  defence  of  this  State,  if 
consistent  with  the  public  service,  until  those  belonging  to 
the  Slate  arc  returned,  or  they  may  appear  less  necessary 
for  its  defence,  than  at  present. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  M.ijor-General  Heath  was  read  and 
approved  of,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit; 

"  Sir — The  Convention  direct  me  to  enclose  you  a  re- 
solution relating  to  some  brass  cannon,  which  were  cast  at 
the  expense  and  for  the  use  of  this  State.  As  these  can- 
non were  taken  by  His  Excellency  General  Washington 
to  the  southward,  and  as  you  are  about  to  inarch  into  Jer- 
sey with  a  great  part  of  the  troops  under  your  command, 
where  you  will  probably  choose  lo  take  a  considerable  part 
of  the  Continental  cannon  you  have  with  yci,  we  should 
thereby  be  deprived  of  these  necessary  weapons  ol  defence, 
which  we  arc  confident,  sir,  you  will,  with  your  usual  can- 
dour, acknowledge  to  be  higlily  unjust.  We  are,  therefore, 
to  entreat  you  that  you  will  leave  some  light  fieldpieces  at 
Peekskill,  for  the  use  of  the  State,  which  will  much  oblige 
the  Convention. 

"  I  am  your  most  humble  servant. 
"  M»jor.General  Heath." 


Ordered  That  the  Chairman  sign  a  copy  thereof,  and 
that  it  be  transmitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jay, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  see  Lady 
Mary  Johnson  fixed  in  a  place  of  residence,  report  to  this 
Committee  their  proceedings  in  pursuance  of  that  appoint- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Malhias  B.  Miller  be  and  is  hereby 
appointed  surgeon  to  Colonel  David  Sutherland's  regiment 
of  militia,  which  is  in  actual  service. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  arc  informed  that  a  certain 
John  Davis,  a  native  and  inhabitant  of  Middletowii,  in  Con- 
necticut, and  now  or  late  a  soldier  in  Colonel  IJraijley's  re- 
giment, from  Connecticut,  is  at  the  door  of  the  Cummiitce 
with  the  small  pox  breaking  out  upon  him,  whereof  he 
desires  information  may  be  given  to  this  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Moore  and  Mr.  Little,  two  of  the 
committee  for  taking  care  of  the  poor,  provide,  or  direct 
to  be  provided,  proper  lodgings,  wherein  to  place  the  said 
John  Davis  until  his  recovery  ;  and  that  the  said  commit- 
tee report  their  proceedings  and  expense,  in  pursuance  of 
this  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  respective  committees  appointed  to 
report  a  proclamation  for  a  general  fast,  and  a  proclamation 
of  a  general  pardon  to  all  persons  who  have  joined  the 
enemy,  and  shall  return  within  a  limited  time,  do  bring  in 
their  respective  reports  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  report  an 
ordinance  of  sequestration  of  the  estate  of  such  persons 
as  have  gone  over  to  or  joined  the  enemy,  report  to-mor- 
row. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  to 
enable  the  several  county  committees  to  dei'ray  tlieir  con- 
tingent charges,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Colonel  Henry  Van  Rensselaer,  at 
Claverack,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

"  Sir — By  a  resolution  passed  the  day  of  Novem- 
ber last,  you  were  appointed  a  commissioner  to  borrow  mo- 
ney for  the  use  of  the  Continent,  agreeable  to  order  of  the 
third  day  of  October  last ;  since  which  we  have  not  heard 
whether  you  accepted  the  commission,  or  have  done  any 
thing  in  execution  thereof.  We  wish  to  hear  from  you  as 
soon  as  possible  on  this  subject,  as  a  matter  of  so  much 
importance  ought  not  to  be  neglected. 

"  I  am,  &c. 

"  Colonel  He.vry  Van  Rensselaer." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

A  letter  from  John  Schenk,  Esquire,  by  Mr.  Samuel 
Patrick,  together  with  an  account  of  the  said  Samuel  Pa- 
trick, against  Fort  Montgomery,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  account  be  referred 
to  Colonel  Tappen  and  Mr.  Gelston,  who  are  liereby  di- 
rected to  examine  into  the  same  and  report. 

Resolved.  That  the  members  of  Convention,  who  com- 
pose the  committee  for  appointing  and  arranging  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Continental  regiments  raising  in  this  State,  do 
immediately  attend  this  Committee  of  Safety. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.m. 

January  3rd,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.. 

Present — James  Livingston,  Esquire,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Robert  Harper— AVii-- Korfc. 
Mr.  James  Livingston,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Major  Schenk— 
Dutcheis.  .  .  . 
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I'jCih.  Mr.  Gelston-Suffolk. 
yl,  Moins,  Colo.  Diake— Westchester, 
fli  Setsions,  Mr.  Slephens— Cumberland. 
Hi.  Kced,  Mr.  Tappen— U/*/<r. 
Mr.  Little— Ora.ige. 

>Ir.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk— Tryon. 
Mr.  Moore,  appointed  yesterday  to  provide  lodgings  for 
John  Davis,  a  discharged  soldier  from  Colonel  Bradley's 
recimenl  of  Conneclicul  troops,  and  having  the  small  pox, 
reported  to  the  Committee  that  he  has  placed  him  at  the 
house  of  Samuel  Baxter,  near  Wappinger's  lull. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Chevers  be  requested  to  lend  to 
Captain  Stewart,  of  Colonel  Dubois's  regiment,  arms  and 
ammunition  for  four  men,  for  the  purpose  of  guardmg  a 
prisoner  to  Toughkeepsie  jail ;  the  said  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion 10  be  returned  to  Colonel  Chevers  on  the  return  of  the 
•aid  guard. 

Mr.  .Morris  informed  the  Committee  that  the  sergeant- 
at-arms  is  at  the  door  with  Morris  Hazard  in  his  custody, 
pursuant  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  sergeant-ai-arms  bring  his  said  pri- 
ioner  to  the  bar  of  liiis  House. 

The  prisoner  being  brought  to  the  bar,  was  informed  by 
the  Chairman,  that  he  is  charged  with  a  contempt  offered 
to  the  President  and  Convention  of  the  representation  of 
this  Slate  of  New-York,  by  insulting  and  mal-trealing  the 
President  on  the  road. 

Morris  Hazard,  on  his  part,  says,  that  he  turned  his 
horse  out  of  his  road,  but  the  horse  being  fractious  got  into 
the  road  and  came  toward  the  President,  which  occasioned 
t!ie  dispute  ;  that  he  did  not  know  the  President ;  that  what 
he  said  was  inadvertently,  and  that  he  is  very  sorry  for  it ; 
he  denies  of  having  told  the  President  he  knew  him. 

The  prisoner  was  informed  that  his  account  of  his  con- 
duct differs  materially  from  the  information  given  by  Ge- 
neral Ten  Broeck,  and  he  is  at  liberty  to  have  any  evi- 
dence called  in  for  his  justification  or  mitigation  of  his  of- 
fence. 

The  prisoner  says  Mr.  David  Clarkson,  Junr.  was  the 
only  witness  present ;  that  he  is  now  in  Jersey,  and  that 
he  ti  sorry  for  his  conduct. 

The  prisoner  withdrew. 

lifsolved  unanimously.  That  Morris  Hazard  did  insult 
the  Prc^ldeIlt. 

Rcsolr  rd  unanimously.  That  Mr.  Hazard  be  called  in, 
and  that  lic  ask  pardon  of  this  House  for  the  insult  he  of- 
fered to  the  ['resident,  and  through  him  to  the  Representa- 
livrs  of  tiic  iiiliabiiants  of  this  State. 

Mr.  Morns  ilaz.ird  came  in,  and  at  the  bar  of  the  House 
asked  pariion  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  he  be  discharged  from  the  custody  of  the 
sergeant-at-anns,  on  paying  to  the  sergeant  his  fees. 

A  letter  from  llcnry  \\  isner,  Esqr.  was  read,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Orange  Town,  Deer.  24(ft,  1776. 

"Dear  Sir — Since  mv  letter  of  yesterday  morning,  I 
have  been  visiting  the  dilfercnt  battalions  of  militia,  and 
finding  them  so  exceeding  uneasy  that  I  am  afraid  that  not- 
withstanding every  thing  that  can  be  said  and  done,  the 
people,  or  at  least  many  of  ihem,  will  go  .home.  The  situa- 
tion of  their  families  is  so  very  distressing  that  no  argument 
can  prevail  with  them.  Many  of  ihcm  left  their  families 
without  wood,  without  meal  and  wiiliout  fodder  at  home 
for  their  cattle,  as  many  of  those  near  the  drowned  land 
depend  entirely  on  those  meadows  for  support  of  their 
stock,  many  of  their  families  wiiliout  shoes  at  liomc,  and 
some  of  tliem  little  belter  here  for  the  above,  and  many 
other  reasons,  I  am  sure  you  will,  as  far  as  possible.  A 
large  number  of  cattle  in  Orange  have  lately  been  bought 
up  for  the  Philadelphia  market,  which  I  am  afraid  will 
cause  a  scarcity  of  beef.  I  beg  your  advice,  whether  it 
will  not  be  best  to  stop  the  cattle  for  tlie  use  of  the  army. 


Wtbster— CAorZo««. 


I  am  determined  to  stop  them  till  I  hear  from  you.    I  shall 
go  home  to-morrow. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

"  HENRY  WISNER." 
Resolved,  That  this  Committee  do  approve  of  Mr.  VVis- 
ner's  conduct  relative  to  the  said  cattle  mentioned  in  this 
letter. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  Mr.  Tappen 
and  Mr.  Little,  to  report  thereon. 

A  letter  from  Messrs.  Hobart  and  Landon,  dated  at 
Peekskill  on  the  2nd  instant,  relative  to  the  miliiia  ordered 
to  Nordi  Castle  ;  and  enclosing  a  printed  copy  of  the 
American  Crisis,  No.  1,  which  letter  is  in  the  words  t'oilow- 
ing,  to  wit  : 

"  Peekskill,  January  2nd,  1777. 

"  Sir — It  gives  me  real  concern  to  observe  the  milili 
coming  in  so  slowly,  especially  as  these  posts  arc  lo  ba 
left  by  the  eastern  militia,  who  are  ordered  to  New-Jersee 
to  harass  the  army  against  General  Washington  ;  who,  by 
express,  has  informed  General  Heath  that  Count  Donop  was 
retreating  towards  South  Amboy  ;  that  his  own  army  was 
reinforced  and  become  very  respectable  ;  that  the  van,  un- 
der the  command  of  Generals  Ewcn  and  Cadwallader, 
had  crossed  the  Delaware  ;  tliat  he  should  follow  wiili  the 
Continental  troops  as  soon  as  they  were  recovered  of  their 
fatigue  ;  that  he  had  ordered  the  Generals  McDougal  and 
-Maxwell  lo  harass  the  enemy  in  flank,  and  desired  Gene- 
ral Heath  to  cross  over  with  the  troops  at  tins  post  and 
endeavour  lo  drive  them  from  the  eastern  part  of  New- 
Jersey,  it  being  the  General's  intention  to  force  them  back 
lo  New- York,  if  possible,  or  at  least  lo  confine  them  to  the 
sea-coast  of  New-Jersey,  and  by  that  means  straighten 
them  in  their  quarters.  We  flatter  ourselves  that  this 
favourable  turn  in  our  affairs  will  forward  the  recruiting 
service,  and  that  the  battalions  will  soon  be  completed  ;  that 
we  may  have  a  body  of  troops  lo  oppose  the  enemy,  should 
they,  in  the  rage  of  disappointment,  attempt  the  passes  on 
this  side  the  river,  little  or  no  dependence  being  to  be 
placed  on  the  inlliiia. 

"  We  wish  the  Convention  would  order  down  a  number 
of  the  addresses  or  proclamations,  to  be  distributed  in  this 
county.  Enclosed  we  send  you  the  American  Crisis,  No. 
1,  and  we  are, 

"  Your  most  obt.  servts. 

"JOHN  HOBART, 
"  JONTH.  LANDON. 

"  Honble.  Abraham  Ten  Bkoeck,  Esqr. 

President  ol'llie  Convention." 

The  American  Crisis,  No.  1,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Loudon  reprint  the  said  pamphlet, 
and  this  Committee  of  Safety  engages  to  take  of  him  one 
thousand  copies. 

Re&oLvcd,  That  the  bounty  by  a  resolution  of  the  Con- 
vention of  the  ninth  day  of  June,  1775,  directed  to  be  given 
for  all  gunpowder  manufactured  within  this  Slate  until  the 
ninth  day  of  June,  1776,  be  and  hereby  is  extended  to  all 
gunpowder  manufactured  as  aforesaid,  from  that  lime  until 
the  ninth  day  of  June,  1777. 

An  affidavit  of  Abraham  Thcal,  relative  to  the  conduct  of 
Malcom  Morrison  ;  the  petition  of  John  Bloomer,  of  Mar- 
maroneck,  confined  in  jail  of  Springfield,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  ;  the  proposal  of  Cadwallader  Golden 
as  to  his  future  conduct,  if  he  may  be  permiited  to  reside 
on  his  farm,  and  a  letter  from  John  Bcebc,  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  Kings  district,  and  H.  B.  Whiting,  of  Kings 
district,  dated  30lli  December,  1776,  complaining  of  an 
improper  appointment  of  militia  olficers,  were  all  respec- 
tively read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  aflldavit,  letter  and  papers  be 
referred  to  the  committee  for  inquiring  into,  detecting  and 
defeating  all  conspiracies,  >kc.  in  this  Stale;  and 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  be  ordered  lo  report  their 
opinion  on  the  letter  from  John  Bccbe  and  H.  B.  Whiting. 

A  member  handed  to  the  Chairman  the  following  letters. 


■■■ill.,'         If  eT&Ci-if. 
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which  were  brought  by  one  Henry  Franklin,  from  Long 
island,  to  wit,  a  letter  directed  to  tiie  Honblc.  William 
Smith,  Esquire  ;  one  oilier  letter  directed  to  Colonel  Robert 
Livingston;  one  other  directed  to  .Mr.  Henry  Livingston, 
at  Colonel  Robert  Livingston's,  and  one  other  directed  to 
the  Countess  of  Sterling. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  and  iMr.  Mor- 
ris examine  and  inspect  those  letters. 

Mr.  Tappen,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  account  of  Samuel  Patrick,  delivered  in  their  report, 
which  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

"  Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  account  of 
Samuel  Patrick  : 

"Resolved,  That  they  have  perused  the  said  account 
and  the  minutes  of  this  Convention,  and  find  that  Captain 
John  Schenk  hath  been  appointed  an  acent  by  this  Con- 
vention to  supply  the  articles  included  in  the  said  account. 
And  it  appears  to  your  commmee,  bv  a  letter  of  the  said  ! 
Captain  Schenk,  that  he  hath  agreed  with  the  said  Mr.  j 
Patrick  for  the  same,  at  the  prices  the  Honorable  General 
Congress  do  or  did  allow  at  the  time  the  articles  were  de- 
livered at  Fort  Montgomery  ;  but  as  the  prices  on  the  i 
several  articles  charged  in  the  said  account  do  appear  very  ' 
high,  and  your  committee  have  not  had  it  in  ilicir  power  to 
be  informed  of  the  prices  given  for  such  articles  by  the 
General  Congress,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
said  account  ought  to  be  paid  by  the  Paymaster-General, 
as  General  Washington  has,  by  his  letter  to  this  Conven- 
tion, dated  September  12th,  1776,  approved  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Captain  Schenk  and  of  the  articles  ordered  bv  this 
Convention  to  be  supplied  by  him." 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  of  Safety  agree  with 
their  committee  in  the  said  report. 

The  committee  for  auditing  accounts  brought  in  the  ac- 
count of  Thomas  Pettit  by  them  allowed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Tho- 
mas Pettit,  in  full  for  his  services  as  doorkeeper  of  the 
Convention,  to  the  31st  day  of  December,  and  his  account 
of  disbursements,  the  sum  of  £"36  Os.  6'/.  agreeable  to 
his  account,  and  audited  and  reported  this  day  by  the  com- 
mittee for  auditing  accounts. 

The  committee  for  auditing  accounts,  brought  in  the  ac- 
count of  Uriah  Mitchell,  messenger,  by  them  allowed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Uriah 
Mitchell  the  sum  of  forty-seven  pounds  eight  shillings,  in 
full  for  his  services  as  an  express  rider  to  the  Convention 
of  this  State,  agreeable  to  the  report  ot  the  committee  for 
auditing  accounts,  delivered  in  this  day. 

The  committee  to   whom  was  referred  a  letter  from 
Brigadier-General  Petrus  Ten  Broeck.  brought  in  their  re-  j 
port,  which  was  read,  amended  and  adopted.  Thereupon 
the  Committee  of  Safety  agreed  and  entered  into  the  reso- 
lutions following,  to  wit : 

"  Whereas  the  greater  part  of  the  privates  in  Col. 
Graham's  regiment  of  militia,  living  in  Rlunebcck  precinct, 
in  the  county  of  Dutchess,  within  this  Stale,  and  being 
disaffected  to  the  same,  did  on  the  30ih  day  of  December 
last  not  only  refuse  to  obey  the  resolutions  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  this  Slate  of  the  twenty-first  of  December  afore- 
said, by  which  they  were  ordered  to  march  to  the  defence 
of  the  passes  in  the  Highlands,  but  did  also  most  contuma- 
ciously prevent  those  who  were  well  affected,  from  obeying 
the  said  resolutions  :  And  whereas  it  is  essentially  neces- 
sary to  the  well  being  of  civil  socety  that  the  laws  of  such 
society  be  in  all  things  duly  executed,  and  that  disobedience 
to  the'  commands  and  denial  of  the  authority  of  the  Le- 
gislature, be  punished  as  well  to  awe  the  guilty  as  to  deter 
others  from  engaging  in  sucii  pernicous  designs  : 

Forasmuch  therefore  as  the  said  disairccted  persons  in 
the  militia  aforesaid,  have  openly  disavowed  the  authority 
of  that  government  derived  from  and  instituted  by  the  peo- 
ple of  this  State,  and  shamefully  broken  the  faith  by  them 
through  their  Representatives  to  the  said  government 
pledged,  and  refusing  to  march  to  the  defence  of  their  own 


wives,  children  and  estates,  and  of  the  liberties  of  this 
State  : 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  said  militia  be  forth- 
with compelled  to  march  according  to  the  fonn  and  etfect 
of  the  said  resolutions  of  the  21st  of  December,  that  is  to 
say,  that  one-third  part  of  the  said  militia  do  march  to 
New-Windsor,  oue-third  part  thereof  to  Peek^khi,  and 
one-third  part  thereof  to  North  Castle  ;  and  althoujli  the 
Convention  repose  the  highest  confidence  in  the  zeal  and 
activity  of  the  committee  of  ihe  county  of  Dutchess,  vet 
as  the  number  of  which  that  body  consists,  would  render 
it  very  expensive  and  burdensome  for  them  to  execute  the 
following  resolutions  : 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  Egbert  Benson,  David 
Johnston,  \^'alter  Livingston,  Ephraim  Paine,  Ezra  Thomp- 
son, Jacobus  Swarlwout  and  Israel  Thompson,  Esquires, 
or  any  four  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed, 
commissioners  to  execute  these  resolutions  ;  being  em- 
powered to  lake  to  the  advice  and  assistance  the  commit- 
tee of  Rhinebeck  precinct  aforesaid,  whensoever  and  as 
often  as  they  think  proper,  and  have  every  power  which 
may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  executing  these  reso- 
lutions ;  and  that  each  of  them  be  allowed  the  sum  of  ten 
shillings  per  day,  for  their  maintenance  during  the  tune  in 
which  they  shall  be  employed  therein. 

Rciolved  unanimously,  That  the  two  regiments  of  .mi- 
litia belonging  to  the  north  end  of  the  county  of  Ulster,  be 
dismissed  by  General  Clinton  from  their  present  duty, 
and  that  two  hundred  men  be  drafted  thereout,  and  put  un- 
der the  command  of  a  field  officer,  and  ordered  to  repair  to 
ihe  Flats  in  Rhinebeck  precinct,  in  the  county  of  Dutchess, 
on  the  13th  day  of  January  instant,  and  that  they  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  above  mentioned  commissioners. 

Resolved  unanimously,  J'liat  the  said  commissioners  do 
cause  the  said  militia  to  muster  at  such  limes  and  places 
as  they  shall  in  their  discretion  think  proper,  and  that  they 
be  empowered  to  levy  a  fine  not  exceeding  thirty  pounds, 
from  such  of  the  said  militia  as  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
appear  at  such  times  and  places  respectively,  and  that 
the  amount  of  such  fines  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  this 
State. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  said  commissioners 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  and  empowered,  to  take 
such  ways  and  means  as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall  think 
proper  to  cause  the  said  militia  to  march  in  the  manner 
above  directed  ;  and  in  case  the  said  militia,  or  any  part 
thereof,  shall  prove  refractory,  and  obstinately  refuse  to 
obey  the  authority  of  this  State,  that  in  such  case  the  said 
commissioners  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  directed  and  en- 
joined to  cause  the  said  detachment  to  fire  upon,  and 
otherwise  treat  them  as  open  enemies  to  this  State. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  said  coramissioaers 
be,  and  they  hereby  are,  directed  and  empowered  to  take 
such  ways  and  means,  as  they,  in  their  discretion,  shall 
think  proper,  to  discover,  arrest  and  secure  the  principals 
in  the  said  riot  and  disaffection;  and  for  that  purpose,  they 
be  empowered  lo  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  said  commissioners 
be,  and  iheyare  hereby  directed  and  empowered  to  tender 
to  such  pers'^ns  in  the  precinct  aforesaid  as  they  may  think 
proper,  the  following  oath  of  allegiance,  to  wit : 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  do  mosi  solemnly  swear  that  we 
renounce  all  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great  Brilain  ;  that 
vve  will  be  good  and  true  subjects  to  the  State  of  New- 
\  ork ;  that  we  will  be  good  lo  the  utmost  of  our  power, 
dclending  the  said  Slate  against  the  enemy,  and  that  we 
will  discover  all  plots  and  conspiracies  against  it,  which 
may  come  to  our  knowledge  ;  and  we  pray  God  Almighty 
so  to  help  us,  as  we  do  faithfully  and  sincerely  keep  this 
oath." 

And  that  they  be  further  directed  and  empowered  to  dis- 
arm and  secure  such  of  those  who  shall  refuse  to  take  and 
subscribe  the  said  oath,  as  they,  in  their  discretion  shall 
think  meet. 
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Jlesolvp-i  unanimously.  That  all  and  every  person  and 
rrsons  so  as  aforesaid  arrested  and  secured  by  the  said 
comniissioners,  be  sent  to  the  connmon  jails  of  the  counties 
of  Ulster  and  Dutchess,  and  the  jailers  of  the  said  jails  are 
hereby  directed  to  receive  and  keep  all  such  persons  in 
custody,  in  the  manner  by  the  said  commissioners  directed. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State 
do  pay  to  Egbert  Benson,  Esquire,  tiie  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred pounds,  for  the  use  of  the  said  commissioners,  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  executing  these  resolutions. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  said  commissioners 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  and  empowered  to  billet 
the  detachment  of  troops  aforesaid,  as  they  shall  think  pro- 
per. .  . 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  said  commissioners  do 
make  return  to  this  Convention  of  the  manner  of  executing 
these  resolutions. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  commissioners  for  executing 
the  preceding  resolutions,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Gentlemen — Reposing  an  especial  trust  and  confi- 
dence in  your  abilities,  discretion,  activity  and  zeal  for  the 
cause  of  American  freedom  and  independence,  the  Con- 
vention of  this  Stale  hath  appointed  you  to  be  commis- 
sioners for  executing  the  enclosed  resolutions.  You  are  to 
attend  at  Rhinebeck  Flats,  at  the  house  of  Jacob  Tremper, 
on  Sunday  the  twelfth  instant,  and  requested  to  keep  this 
matter  a  secret. 

"  I  am,  &c. 

"To 

"  Commissioners." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted  by  a  messenger. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  then  adjourned  till  10  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  SABBATI,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

January  ith,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

Present — James  Livingston,  Esquire,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Dunscomb — New-York. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Gelston— Su/bZfc. 
Mr.  Tappen,  Mr.  Rea,  General  Clinton — Ulster. 
Mr.  Little — Orange. 

Mr.  James  Livingston,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Mr.  Henry  Schenk — 
Dutchess. 

Col.  Drake,  Mr.  Morris — Westchester. 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harptr,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 
Mr.  Session,  Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 
Mr.  Webster— C/!a)7o;/c 

The  commiliee  for  auditing  accounts,  brought  in  the  ac- 
counts of  Sampson  Duyckman,  one  of  the  riders,  audited 
and  allowed  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds, 
in  full  for  his  services  as  an  express  rider. 

Ordered,  That  tiie  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto 
Sampson  Duyckman  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
pounds,  in  full  for  his  services  as  an  express  rider  to  the 
Convention  of  this  State,  to  the  third  instant,  agreeable  to 
his  accounts,  and  report  of  the  cominmee  thereof,  read  and 
approved  this  day. 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  Petrus  Ten  Broeck 
forthwith  order  the  militia  in  Rhinebeck  precinct  to  be 
warned,  to  hold  themselves  in  rea  lincss  to  march  at  an 
hour's  warning,  and  that  the  scrgeaiUs  who  warn,  be  di- 
rected to  mention  to  each  man,  llial  if  he  should  abscond, 
or  depart  from  home,  without  leave  of  the  commanding 
officer  of  his  company,  or  not  appear  when  warned,  a  fine 
of  thirty  dollars  will  be  levied  on  his  estate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  transiiut  a  copy  thereof  to 
General  Petrus  Ten  Broeck,  and  request  him  to  cause  the 
»ame  to  be  put  in  execution,  with  spirit,  punctuality  and 
despatch. 


The  petition  of  John  Bloomer,  late  of  Marmaroncck,  in 
the  county  of  Weslciicster,  but  now  a  prisoner  confined  m 
the  jail  ot  Springfield,  in  the  Stale  of  Massaciuiselts  Bay, 
setting  forth  his  wants  and  sufferings,  and  praying  to  be  re- 
moved to  the  Oblong,  or  elsewhere,  and  dischari;ed  on  lus 
parol  of  honor,  was  read. 

A  letter  from  iMoses  Church  and  John  Pinchon,  two  of 
the  committee  of  Springfield,  dated  on  the  Ifith  of  Decem- 
ber, 1776,  covering  said  petition,  and  stating  that  said  John 
Bloomer  was  a  prisoner  in  the  jail  of  Springfield  aforesaid 
when  it  was  broken  open,  and  had  an  opportunity  to  es- 
cape, but  did  not,  was  also  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  and  letter  be  referred  to 
the  committee  for  inquiring  into,  defeating  and  ueieclint^ 
conspiracies. 

Mr.  Jay,  from  the  committee  for  inquiring  into,  dctcctinf^ 
and  defeating  all  conspiracies,  which  may  be  formed  in  the 
State  of  New- York,  against  the  liberties  of  Amerira,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Bloomer,  reported 
a  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows,  to  wit ; 

'^Resolved,  That -this  committee  know  of  no  cliarae 
against  the  said  John  Bloomer,  and  that  inasmuch  as  the 
said  John  Bloomer  is  a  subject  of  this  Stale,  and  therefore 
hath  an  undoubted  right  to  a  trial  in  it,  that  it  is  ilie  opi- 
nion of  this  committee  thai  a  letter  should  be  written  by 
the  Convention  to  the  committee  of  Springfield,  requesting 
them  to  send  the  said  John  Bloomer,  under  guard  of  one 
man,  to  the  Convention  of  this  Stale,  together  with  such 
charges  as  may  be  lodged  with  them,  or  the  keeper  of  their 
jail,  against  him ;  and  that  the  Convention  will  provide  for 
the  payment  of  such  expenses  as  may  attend  their  com- 
pliance with  this  request.  , 
"  By  order  of  the  Committee. 

"  JOHN  JAY,  Chairman." 

"  3rd  January,  1777." 

The  petition  of  John  Beebe,  chairman,  and  W.  B. 
Whiting,  on  behalf  of  the  coiiimiltee  and  the  militia  offi- 
cers of  Kings  dislricl,  dated  30lh  December  last,  alleging 
that  ever  since  there  was  a  necessity  for  sending  men  into 
the  field  in  defence  of  ihe  liberties  of  America,  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  that  district  have  been  prompt  to  engage, 
and  have  risked  every  thing  in  the  common  cause  ;  not- 
withstanding which,  there  has  never  been  any  appoint- 
ment made  of  a  field  officer  in  tlial  or  the  neighbouring 
district  among  tiie  English  people  ;  and  that,  of  the  last  ap- 
pointments, no  officer,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  is  of 
the  said  district ;  which  is  considered  as  treating  that  and 
the  neighbouring  districts  slightingly,  and  very  detrimental 
to  the  public,  as  tlie  soldiery  of  ttial  quarter  are  averse  to 
enter  into  service  under  strangers  ;  and  praying  that  pro- 
per encouragement  for  e.xeiiioii  may  be  given  to  every 
friend  of  the  United  States  of  America  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  officers  of  their  own  districts  and  acquaintance, 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  for  inquiring  into,  detecting  and  defeating 
conspiracies. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  Beebe  and  Colonel  Whiting  of  Kings  district,  re- 
ported that  die  said  committee  were  of  opinion  that  if  no 
militia  officers  are  appointed  from  Kings  district,  that  the 
Convention  ought  immediately  to  appoint  tliem;  whicli  re- 
port was  approved  of. 

A  pay  roll  of  Captain  Samuel  Dellivan's  company  of 
rangers,  raised  in  the  manor  of  Corllandt,  from  the  sixth 
day  of  November  last  until  the  last  day  of  December  fol- 
lowing, amounting  to  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  pounds 
five  shillings  and  eight  pence;  also  a  billeting;  roll  for  the 
billet  or  subsistence  of  Captain  Samuel  Delavin's  company . 
of  rangers,  from  the  said  sixth  day  ot  November  last  to 
the  31st  day  of  December,  both  days  included,  were  ex- 
hibited to  the  Convention  for  payment ;  the  said  billeting 
rolls  amounting  lo  one  hundred  and  forty-four  pounds  ten 
shillings  and  eight  penc 
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On  the  said  billeting  roll  is  endorsed  an  aflidavit  of  the 
said  Samuel  Delaven,  sworn  this  dav  before  the  Chairman, 
that  the  said  billeting  roll  is  a  just  and  true  muster  roll  of 
his  company  for  the  time  therem  specilied,  containini,'  the 
names  of  the  officer,  non-commissioneJ  otllcers  and  pri- 
vates for  the  time  therein  named  ;  and  die  said  subsistence 
roll  is  just  and  true  for  the  time  therein  specified. 

On  the  said  roll  is  farther  endorsed  a  ceriilicate  of  the 
committee  for  auditing  accounts  ;  that  they  have  exaininu-d 
the  said  pay  roll  and  subsistence  roll,  and  find  the  just 
amount  to  be  three  hundred  and  ihirty-eigiit  pounds  sixteen 
shillings  and  four  pence. 

ALEXR.  WEBSTER, 
BENJN.  NEWKIRK, 

Com?nit(ce. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Cap- 
tain Samuel  Delavin,  for  the  pav  of  his  said  companv,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  pounds  five  shillings 
and  eight  pence,  in  full  for  their  pay  to  the  31st  day  of 
December  included  ;  and  that  the  said  Treasurer  also  jiay 
to  the  said  Samuel  Delivan  tlie  further  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  pounds  ten  shillings  and  eight  pence,  m  full 
for  the  billeting  roll,  or  weekly  allowance  for  bilietmg,  to 
the  thirty-first  day  of  December  last,  included,  amounims 
together  to  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  thiriv-einht 
pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  four  pence  ;  taking  a  rcceijjt 
for  the  same. 

A  roll  of  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  Captain  Alexander 
Baldwin's  company  of  rangers,  raised  in  the  county  of  Al- 
bany, stating  their  pay  and  subsistence  from  tlic  tirst  to  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  both  days  included,  was  ex- 
hibited for  payment. 

On  the  back  of  the  said  pay  roll  is  endorsed  an  alTidavit 
of  Captain  Alexander  Baldwin  ;  that  the  same  is  a  just  and 
true  pay  and  subsistence  roll  of  his  company  for  the  time 
therein  specified  ;  containing  the  names  of  the  otllcers, 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  said  com- 
pany. 

Thereon  is  further  endorsed  a  certificate  of  the  coinmii- 
tee  for  auditing  accounts,  in  the  words  following  : 

"We,  the  subscribers,  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
Convention  to  audit  accounts,  have  examnietl  the  within 
pay  and  subsistence  roll,  and  allow  the  sum  ot  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  pounds  six  shillings  and  two  pence  due 
to  Captain  Baldwin. 

"ALEXANDER  WEBSTER, 
"BENJAMLN  NEWKIRK. 

"  Commitlee.'" 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  pay  to  Cap- 
tain Alexander  Baldwin,  on  his  receipt,  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  thirty-one  pounds  six  shillings  and  two 
pence,  in  full  for  the  pay  of  the  company  of  rangers 
whereof  he  is  captain  ;  and  also  in  full  tor  tlieir  billeting 
or  subsistence  money  from  the  first  to  the  ihirty-first  day 
of  December  last,  both  days  included. 

On  the  application  of  a  member  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Ca- 
tharine Hazard,  the  wife  of  Mr.  ^ilorris  Hazard,  now  em- 
ployed in  the  Continental  service,  and  lier  three  sisters, 

Resolved,  That  ^I.rs.  Catharine  Mazard,  with  a  servant 
lad  named  William  McDaniel,  be  ai.d  is  hereby  permitted  to 
go  to  Nassau  island  for  the  purpose  of  bringui!;  her  child- 
ren and  family,  with  pernnssion  to  return  to  tins  place. 

Resolved,  That  Elsie  Schcnk,  Elizabeth  Srheiik  and 
Mary  Magdelen  Schenk,  be  permuted  to  go  to  Nassau  isl- 
and to  their  parents. 

Resolved,  That  die  above  women,  previous  to  their  de- 
parture, do  lake  an  oath  belore  the  President  of  the  Con- 
vention, or  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  that  they  or 
either  of  them  will  not  take  with  them  any  letters  or  pa- 
pers but  such  as  shall  be  first  produced  to  ihis  Coir.mitice 
for  their  inspection,  nor  convey  any  intelligence  whatsoever 


relative  to  the  measures  pursuing  by  this  or  the  United 
American  States. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  be  wrote  to  General  Heath,  in- 
forming him  of  the  state  of  the  forts  in  the  Highlands  ; 
that  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  the  garrisons  of  the 
said  forts  cannot  with  safety  be  withdrawn. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  on  the  same  subject  bo  written 
to  the  secret  committee  of  convention  now  at  Pi'ekskiU, 
and  that  Mr.  Tappen  and  Mr.  Livingston  prepare  drafts  of 
those  letters. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Major-General  Heath,  was  read 
and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — We  are  now  informed  that  you  have  ordered  the 
companies  of  rangers,  raised  in  the  county  of  Albany, 
commanded  by  Captains  Baldwin  and  Bralt,  now  in  Fort 
Constitution,  to  Peekskill ;  we  have  also  been  informed 
that  the  said  forts  are  so  very  weak  that  if  any  of  the  gar- 
1  risen  be  drawn  out  there  will  not  be  a  sufficient  number  of 
\  men  to  mount  guard.    However,  if  you  think  it  necessary 
'  for  the  good  of  the  service  to  draw  them  to  Peekskill,  or  any 
other  part  of  this  State,  in  which  they  can  be  most  advan- 
;  tageously  placed,  we  shall  submit  them  to  your  direction. 
I  If  the  said  companies  could  have  been  spared  out  of  the 
i  garrison,  we  could  have  wished  they  had  been  employed 
in  the  county  of  Westchester,  which  county  has  been  much 
neglected. 

"  We  are,  sir,  with  great  esteem,  yours,  &c. 
"  Major-General  Heath." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  committee  of  Convention  at 
Peekskill,  was  read  and  approved,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

"  Gentlemen — By  a  letter  this  day  presented  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  dated  Fort  Constitution,  4  o'clock 
this  morning,  directed  to  Colonel  Swartwout,  from  Cap- 
tain Schenk,  at  present  commanding  officer  at  that  post, 
informing  that  Captain  Baldwin  and  Bradt's  companies  of 
rangers  are  ordered  immediately  to  march  to  Peekskill  by 
]\Iajor-<  jcneral  Heath.  Wliellierthis  order  is  in  consequence 
of  advice  given  to  General  Heath  by  you,  (under  whose 
directions  those  rangers  are  put,)  or  whether  he  has  order- 
ed them  down  in  order  to  strengthen  his  party  going  over 
the  river,  or  to  guard  the  passes  on  this  side  of  the  river, 
we  are  entirely  at  a  loss  to  determine.  We  enclose  you  a 
copy  of  our  letter  to  Major-General  Heath  on  that  subject. 

"  Yours,  &CC. 

"  To  the  Secret  Committee  for  earryin;; 

on  an  expedition  into  Westchester  county." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  made,  and  signed  by 
the  President,  and  transmilted. 

Reiolved,  That  (ieneral  George  Clinton  be  and  he  is 
hereby  empowered  to  dismiss  all  the  militia  of  the  coun- 
ties ol  Ulster  and  Orange,  excepting  only  five  hundred 
men,  to  be  commanded  by  such  olficers  as  General  Clin- 
ton shall  appoint ;  lliat  the  said  live  hundred  men  do  con- 
tinue in  service  until  the  regiments,  by  a  resolution  of  the 
first  instant,  directed  to  be  raised  for  three  months,  shall  be 
completed,  and'no  longer ;  and  while  they  do  continue  in 
service  the/  be  entirely  under  the  command  ot  General 
Clinton,  to  be  stationed  and  disposed  of  as  he  shail  think 
most  expedient  for  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Moore  moved,  in  substance,  and  was  seconded,  that 
ihe  sum  of  four  hundred  and  four  pounds  fourteen  shillings 
and  two  pence,  be  sent  to  the  committee  of  the  county  of 
Charlotte,  on  account  of  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the 
rangers  raised  in  . the  said  county  ;  and  that  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds  for  the  bounty  of  twelve  men 
of  the  said  rangers,  at  ten  pounds  each,  be  also  transmitted 
to  the  said  committee,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  return 
the  pay  and  subsistence  rolls  of  ihc  said  companies  of  ran- 
gers, properly  aiilheiuicated,  as  vouchers  tor  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  four  pounds 
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shillin'^  and  two  pence,  be  transmitted  to  the  com- 
1  e  of  ilie  "county  ot  Charlotte,  to  be  applied  for  ilic 
^'^  ■  ami  subsistence  of  the  rangers  raised  in  the  said  coiin- 
and  ttie  further  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds 
to  be  apphed  for  the  bounty  of  twelve  of  the  said  rangers, 
tmouiiling  togetlier  to  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds 
fourteen  shillings  and  two  pence;  that  the  committee  of 
Charlotte  county  return  muster  rolls  of  the  said  several 
companies  of  rangers,  containing  their  pay  and  subsistence 
rolls,  duly  and  properly  sworn  to  and  authenticated,  as 
Touchers  for  the  said  moneys ;  and  that  they  also  return 
a  roll  of  the  names  of  the  "several  men  to  whom  the  said 
bounty  shall  have  been  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  pay  to  Major  Alexander 
Webster,  on  his  receipt,  the  sum  of  live  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-four pounds  fourteen  shillings  and  two  pence,  to  be  by 
him  transmitted  to  the  said  committee  of  Charlotte  county. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  all  the  stray  cattle,  sheep 
and  hc^s  already  taken  up  in  the  county  of  Westchester, 
and  such  stray  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs  as  may,  during  the 
winter  be  taken  up  in  the  said  county,  and  for  which  no  i  ing, 
owners  are  known,  be  advertised  and  disposed  of  by  the 
Messrs.  Joseph  Strong  and  William  Miller  or  either  of 
them,  in  the  manner  directed  by  certain  resolutions  of  the 
Committee  of  Safely,  made  and  passed  on  the  second  day 
of  December  last,  for  the  disposition  of  the  stock  sent  by 
Major-General  Lee  to  the  pastures  of  Colonel  McDaniel, 
at  Bedford. 


ed  to  cause  the  said  cfTects  and  money  to  be  seized  and 
kept  in  safety  until  the  further  order  of  this  Comniittee  ; 
and  that  they  report  to  the  Convention  or  this  Committee 
their  proceedings  in  the  premises. 

Mr.  Moore  informed  the  Committee  that  there  are  two 
horses  at  Mr.  Gauslang's,  in  the  neighbourhood,  kept  at 
public  expense,  which  horses  were  taken  by  Colonel  Van 
Rensselaer  from  one  Moses  Shaw. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Wm.  Smith  ami  Mr. 
Rea,  be  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  premises,  and  dis- 
pose of  those  horses  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  Nathaniel  Sacket,  Esquire,  be  added  to 
the  secret  committee  appointed  on  the  19tli  dav  of  Decem- 
ber last,  for  carrying  on  an  expedition  into  Westchester 
county,  &c. 

Captain  James  Stewart  of  Colonel  Dubois's  regiment, 
sent  in  a  report  of  the  escape  of  Captain  Phineas  Ford, 
endorsed  on  a  copy  of  the  order  of  the  first  instant,  tiireci- 
ing  Captain  Stewart  to  send  a  guard  with  Captain  P'ord  to 
Poughkeepsie  jail ;  which  report  is  in  the  words  follow- 
to  wit ; 


DIE  LUN^, 

January  6th,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — James  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chairman. 
Mr.  Smith— Suffolk. 
Mr.  Tappen,  Mr.  Rea — Ulster. 

Mr.  James  Livingston,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Henry  Schenk — 
Dulchess. 
Mr.  LltUe — Orange. 

Mr.  Morris — Westchester.  -   .  ,- 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 
Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Duet— Charlotte. 
Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 

Several  letters  received  from  New-York  by  Major  Fish, 
were  read  and  examined,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
persons  to  whom  they  are  directed. 

A  letter  without  si;:nature,  directed  to  Robert  G.  Living- 
ston, dated  at  New- York,  December  30th,  1776,  was  read, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  God  bless  you,  dear  Boddy,  and  John  ;  go  to  Bruns- 
wick and  sign  the  Declaration,  if  not,  you'll  suffer.  I 
would  not  advise  you  to  come  to  New-York  :  get  old  Mr. 
Livingston  to  send  it  in  writing,  which  will  be  sufiScient. 
I  have  wrote  in  mysicrious  terms,  for  prudent  reasons  ; 
hkewisc  I  have  altered  my  hand.  It  is  the  advice  of  a  blood 
relation,  and  a  person  who  loves  you  both  equal  to  him- 
self; you  may  rely  those  who  do  not  come  in  will  be  left 
to  the  mercy  of  three  thousand  Hessians,  next  sprinn-  ; 
truth,  you  may  rely.  Mr.  Wallace  is  in  New- York,  who 
treats  me  well :  God  bless  all  the  family. 

"  You  may  as  well  go  to  Hackensack  :  do  not  be  a 
rebel  any  longer  :  I  live  with  Stuyvtsani." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  the  Convention  of  this  State  appointed  for  detecting 
conspiracies. 

Mr.  Duer  informed  the  Committee  that  he  had  received 
information  that  a  quantity  of  effects  and  a  considerable 
sum  of  hard  money,  the  properly  of  a  person  who  is  gone 
over  to  the  enemy,  is  deposited  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  place. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  for  detecting 
conspiracies,  <fec.  be  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  dircct- 


"  To  the  Honourable  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  A'ew-York,  or  in 
their  recess,  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  said  State  : 

"  In  obedience  lo  the  within  order,  I  personally  attended 
with  a  corporal's  guard,  well  armed  and  accoutred,  at  the 
barracks  near  the  house  of  Isaac  Van  Wyck,  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Highlands,  where  the  within  named  Pluneas 
Ford  had  lately  been  a  prisoner,  and  demanded  iho  said 
Phineas  Ford  of  Captain  Isaac  Belknap,  who  informed  me 
that  the  said  Phineas  Ford  has  escaped  from  confinement, 
and  was  gone  from  his  custody  ;  and  that  Captain  Belknap 
did  not  deliver  me  the  said  prisoner,  whereby  I  was  pre- 
vented from  executing  the  within  order. 

"  All  which  is  most  humbly  certified,  by 
"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"JAMES  STEWART,  Capt. 

"  January  Srd,  1777." 

A  letter  from  General  Heath,  dated  the  fourth  inst.  was 
received  and  read,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Peekskill,  January  4,  1777. 

Sir — I  have  just  received  your  favour  of  the  second  inst. 
enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  Honourable  Convention  of  the 
State  of  New-York.  This  fresh  instance  of  concern  dis- 
covered by  the  Convention  for  the  security  of  this  post,  I 
consider  as  flowing  from  an  ardent  zeal  for  the  public  safety, 
which  I  think  much  depends  on  the  securing  the  passes  in 
the  Highlands  ;  and  you  will  please  to  acquaint  them,  that 
I  am  so  much  impressed  with  iheir  importance,  that  I  was 
determined  not  to  leave  ihem  unguarded.  I  shall  not  take 
with  ine  into  the  Jerseys,  more  cannon  than  what  may  ap- 
pear absolutely  necessary. 

"  Your  Comnnilce  presented  to  me  on  yesterday,  the 
resolves  of  the  Honorable  Convention  of  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary, requesting  that  I  would  defer  my  march  until  an  answer 
could  be  obtained  lo  a  letter  which  had  been  sent  to  His 
f]xcellencv  General  Washington,  or  some  elfectual  means 
provided  for  the  passes  of  the  Highlands. 

"  I  have  assured  them  that  I  shall  not  move  until  a  suf- 
ficient force  is  collected  and  left  lliere. 

"  General  Tjincoln  is  this  moment  arrived. 

"  I  am,  with  respect, 

"  Your  most  humble  servant, 

"  W.  HEATH. 

"  James  Livingston,  Fsqr." 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Major-General  Heath  was  read  and 
approved,  and  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Str, — Wc  are  this  instant  honoured  with  your  favour 
of  the  fourth  instant,  and  beg  leave  lo  thank  you  for  the 
atlention  you  have  shown  to  llie  public  safety. 

"  Our  views  extend  only  lo  the  public  weal,  and  we  shall 
readily  concur  in  those  measures  which  are  best  adapted 
to  that  great  purpose;  we  do  therefore  submit  it  to  you  sir, 
to  act  in  such  manner  as  you  think  most  effectual,  to  dc- 
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fend  tbis  State,  and  to  harass  and  distress  tlie  enemy,  in  I 
which  we  shall  always  cooperate  to  the  utmost  of  our  abili- 
ties. 

"  I  have  the  lionour  to  be, 

"With  great  respect,  ice. 

"Major-General  Heath." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  tliercof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitied. 

Certain  resolutions  for  employing  Captain  Machine,  in 
assisting  to  carry  on  the  obstruction  to  tlie  navigation  of 
Hudson's  river,  were  agreed  to,  and  resolved  on,  in  tlic 
words  following,  vizt. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Machine  be  empowered,  with  | 
the  advice,  and  under  the  direction  of  GLneral  (jeorae  \ 
Clinton,  to  employ  such  and  so  many  labourers  and  artili- 
cers  as  will  be  sufficient  to  perfect  the  obstructions  in  Hud- 
son's river,  and  to  lay  out  and  erect  such  works  as  will  be 
necessary  for  the  defence  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  William  Bedlow  be  appointed  a 
commissioner  to  take  care  of  all  stores,  keep  remilar  books 
and  accounts  of  the  expenditures  of  all  monies  laid  out  on 
the  above  works;  and  that  he  be  allowed  ten  shillings  per 
day  for  his  trouble  therein. 

Resolved,  That  one  thousand  pounds  be  advanced  to  the 
said  William  Bedlow,  in  order  to  pay  the  workmen  em- 
ployed in  the  said  work. 

And  whereas,  it  hath  been  suggested  that  a  number  of 
disaffected  persons  taken  in  this  State,  may  be  usefully 
employed  in  the  above  work. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  detecting  and  disco- 
vering all  conspiracies  formed  within  this  State,  be  re- 
quested to  send  thirty  of  those  now  at  Fishkill,  whom  ihey 
shall  deem  least  dangerous,  under  guard,  to  New-Windsor; 
and  to  put  them  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Machine, 
first  giving  two  days'  notice  to  General  George  Clinton,  of 
the  time  at  which  they  will  be  sent.  j 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  preceding  resolutions  and  i 
orders  be  sent  to  Captain  Machine,  and  that  he  request 
Captain  Bedlow  to  attend  this  Committee  of  Safety  for  ! 
further  instructions.  I 

Certain  resolutions  to  have  fines  levied  on  the  several 
precincts  in  the  different  counties  in  this  State  accounted 
for  and  paid  in  by  the  collectors,  were  unanimously  agreed 
to,  and  resolved  on  in  the  words  follo\vin<i,  to  wit  : 

Whereas,  it  appears  to  this  Committee  that  fines  have 
been  levied  by  the  precinct  committees,  county  committees 
and  field  officers  of  this  State  upon  many  of  the  inhabit- 
ants thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  every  county  and  pre- 
cinct committee,  and  the  commanding  olhccrs  of  every 
regiment  in  this  State,  do  within  two  months  from  the  dale 
hereof  produce,  to  the  chairman  of  his  or  their  respective 
county  committees,  a  just  and  true  account  ot  all  money  so 
received,  and  the  expenditure  of  such  sums  as  he  or  they 
may  have  laid  out ;  and  that  they  pay  the  balance  rcmain- 
ing'into  his  or  their  hands  to  the  chairman  of  the  county 
committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  every  county  commit-  | 
tee  be  empowered  to  send  for  any  persons  within  their  i 
several  counties  who  are  possessed  of  public  money  so  I 
levied  as  above,  and  to  oblige  them  to  account  therefor.  i 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  every  county  committee  | 
send  a  true  statement  of  all  money  so  as  above  received,  and 
all  other  sums  of  money  which  may  have  been  collected 
by  their  several  committees,  witii  die  expcndiiures  of  Mich 
suras  as  they  have  laid  out  to  the  President  of  the  Con- 
vention of  this  State  within  three  months  from  tiie  dale 
hereof. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  above  resolutions  be  sent 
to  the  chairman  of  the  county  and  precinct  committees, 
and  to  the  colonel  of  each  rei^iment  in  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  200  copies  bo  printed  and  sent  to  the 
county  committees. 
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Major  Schenk  informed  the  Committee  of  Safety  that 
Morrison  (the  mine  digger)  with  Ins  family,  who  are  a  part 
of  the  poor  of  Dutchess  county,  are  in  distress,  and  want 
the  common  necessaries  of  life. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Rombout  precinct  be 
directed  to  provide  for  the  said  Morrison  and  his  tamiiv  in 
the  same,  or  some  similar  manner  as  is  directed  with  re- 
spect to  the  poor  inhabitants  from  New-York  now  in  the 
said  precinct. 

Mr.  Morris  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  Mr. 
.\lexandcr  Wallace  to  him,  enclosing  an  account  of  plaie 
belonging  to  his  brother,  Hugh  Wallace,  Esqr.  which  was 
taken  at  Hackensack,  and  praying  for  the  restoration 
thereof  to  the  owner. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Mr.  Robert  R. 
Livingston,  and  that  he  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Tappen  reported  his  conduct  in  escorting  Lady 
Johnson  to  Wallkill,  which  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Your  committee  appointed  for  devising  means  for  es- 
corting Lady  Johnson  to  some  proper  and  sate  place  of 
residence,  report  that  he  went  down  to  the  house  of  Mr. 
Petrus  Bogardus,  where  Mr.  Morris  had  procured  lodgings 
for  her.  But  that  your  committee  upon  inquiring  at  the 
said  Mr.  Bogardus's,  was  informed  that  Lady  Johnson 
had  crossed  the  river  with  her  family  the  day  before  your 
cominittee  arrived  there. 

"  That  your  committee  likewise  crossed  the  river  and 
overtook  Lady  Johnson  at  the  house  of  Colonel  Jonathan 
Hasbrouck,  where  he  conferred  with  her  on  the  subject  of 
her  residence.  And  your  committee  being  intormed  by  Lady 
Johnson,  that  agreeable  to  the  resolves  of  the  Convention, 
four  places  for  her  residence  has  been  pointed  out  and  left 
to  her  choice  ;  and  that  she  had  made  ciioice  of  the  Wall- 
kill,  in  Ulster  county,  upon  the  following  principles  :  First, 
That  the  season  of  the  year  would  not  permit  hor  to  travel 
a  great  distance  without  endangering  the  healths  of  her 
family  of  small  infants.  Secondly,  That  she  was  nearly 
connected  in  family  with  Mr.  Barclay,  at  whose  house  she 
intended  to  put  up.  That  your  committee  endeavoured  as 
much  as  in  their  power,  consistent  with  the  honour  of  this 
Convention  to  dissuade  her  from  going  there.  But  she 
beinir  determined  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  resolves  of 
this  State  ;  your  committee,  therefore,  at  Lady  Joimson's 
request,  procured  carriages,  for  which  she  paid  the  drivers. 
And  your  committee  did  in  person  wait  on  her  and  escort- 
ed her  and  her  family,  consisting  of  her  ladyship,  three 
children,  ^liss  Watts,  a  nurse,  one  white  and  one  negro 
servant,  to  the  house  lately  occupied  by  Mr.  I^arclav. 

"CHRISTR.  T.iPPEiV." 

]\Ir.  Tappen  also  reported  his  bill  of  expenses  in  escort- 
ing Lady  Johnson,  amounting  to  one  pound  nineteen  siiil- 
lings  and  nine  pence. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  pay  the  said  bill  of  ex- 
pences  and  charge  the  same  to  the  Convention. 

A  letter  from  Abraham  Livingston,  dated  at  Boston,  on 
the  13th  December,  and  informing  that  he  shall  forward 
clothing,  &c.  by  the  way  of  Fishkill  to  the  army  un- 
der his  Excellency  General  Washington,  was  read,  and 
follows,  to  wit : 

"  Boston,  23rd  December,  ITlii. 

"  Gent. — I  arrived  here  a  few  days  since,  in  company 
with  Mr.  Wm.  Turnbull.  We  were  appointed  by  tlie  Ho- 
nourable Continental  Congress  to  proceed  to  the  eastern 
Slates,  to  procure  clothing,  &c.  6cc.  for  the  use  ot  the  Con- 
tinental army. 

"  A  considerable  quantity  is  preparing  to  be  sent  to  the 
army  under  the  immediate  command  of  his  I'/Xceilency 
Genl.  Washington  ;  the  carters  will  be  directed  to  cross 
Hudson's  river  at  Fishkill. 

"  And  as  it  is  become  one  of  the  next  important  objects  ' 
of  the  Congress  to  cloth  our  army  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition, I  am,  in  their  behalf,  to  request  that  you  will  please 
direct  that  the  safest  route  through  New-Jersey  may  be 
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■  ted  out  to  the  carters,  and  such  other  necessary  assis- 
m        -    '  '    as  will  facilitate  the  arrival  of  the 


lance  be  afforded  them, 
cioihing  at  Head-Quarters. 

Your  zeal  to  serve  the  common  cause  on  all  occasions, 
makes  me  assured  that  you  will  readily  comply  with  my 
lequest. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"ABM.  LIVINGSTON. 

"  The  Honble.  Convention 

of  the  State  of  New-York." 

The  Committee  of  Safety  then  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock 

to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  a.  m. 

January  7,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Pmsekt— James  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chairman. 
Mr.  Rob.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscomb — New-York. 
Mr.  W.  Smith— Suffolk. 

Mr.  Tappen,  Majr.  Parks,  Mr.  Rea,  Mr.  CanX'me— Ulster. 

Mr.  Jas.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jno.  Schenk,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston-i)uicAcss. 

Mr.  Little — Orange. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  W.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk— Tryon. 
Mr.  Webster— C/iar/o«e. 


ties  of  America,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  the  schedule 
hereunto  annexed,  contain  all  their  resolution.s,  proceeding 
and  papers  respecting  Cadwalladcr  Golden,  Esqr. 

"  By  order  of  the  commiuee, 

"JOHN  JAY,  Chairman. 

"  /any.  6,  1777." 

The  Schedule  thereunto  annexed,  follows  in  the  words 
to  wit : 

"Conner's  Taver.v,  Fishkill,  } 
"Tuesday,  January  \,  mn.  ^ 
"  Present — William  Duer,  Chairman. 
"  John  Jay,  Esqr.  Nathaniel  Sacket,  Colonel  De  Wilt. 

"  Whereas  a  number  of  persons,  principal  iiiliabiiants 
of  this  State,  who  for  some  time  affected  a  ncuiralitv  of 
conduct  in  the  present  contest,  have  lately  joined  the  ene- 
my's army,  and  have  been  privy  to  aiding  or  asiisiin  ■■  in 
their  wicked  conspiracies  against  the  liberties  of  the  ll'iiited 
States,  in  violation  of  the  sacred  engagements  which  mnnv 
of  them  had  entered  into,  to  observe  a  peaceful  and  inoiTcn- 
sive  conduct :  And  whereas  it  appears  unquestioaablv  to 
this  committee  that  many  companies  of  men,  m  the  diffe- 
rent counties  of  this  State,  have  actually  enlisted  in  the 
enemy's  service,  many  of  whicii  persons  are  intimately 
connected  with,  or  dependent  on,  persons  of  suspicious  or 
equivocal  characters  :  And  whereas  this  State  is  at  pre- 
sent invaded  with  a  powerful  army,  who  have  already  pe- 
netrated into  the  county  of  Westchester,  and  whose  ships 
of  war  occupy  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river.  Inasmuch 
therefore  as  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  many  persons, 

only  wait  an 
who 


Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stephens— CumicWantf. 

A  letter  from  Henry  Holland,  relative  to  one  Ryckmen,  j  who  affect  a  similar  neutrality  of  principles, 
who  is  taken  up  as  a  disaffected  person  and  sent  to  this  I  opportunity  of  pursuing  a  similar  conduct  with  thos 
place,  was  read.  j  have  at  length  thrown  off  the  mask,  and  taken  an  active 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  and  delivered  to  the  com-  part  with  our  open  enemies,  as  it  is  inconsistent  with  the 
mittee  for  detecting  conspiracies,  &c.  [  high  trust  reposed  by  the  Convention  of  this  State  in  this 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Mechin  be  authorized  and  em- 1  committee,  to  hazard  the  general  liberties  of  America,  de- 
powered  to  employ  Mr.  John  Forsythe  in  saving  boards  i  pendent  in  so  high  a  degree  on  the  preservation  of  this 
and  planks  for  the  use  of  the  fortifications  and  obstructions  j  State,  by  an  ill-timed  act  of  lenity  to  individuals,  wlio  have 
in  Hudson's  river.  ]  either  artful  and  wicked  designs,  or  from  interested  ino- 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morris  be  appointed  to  take  the  de-  |  tives,  shrink  from  the  duties  they  owe  their  country, 
positions  of  the  officers  and  others  lately  come  from  New-  j  Therefore, 

York,  relative  to  the  ill  treatment  of  our  prisoners  by  the  "  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  virtuous  citizen, 
enemy.  when  a  mortal  blow  is  aimed  at  the  liberties  of  ins  country, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Mor-  \  to  stand  forth  in  an  open  and  sjjinted  manner,  and  to  assist 
ris  be  added  to  die  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  I  by  his  example,  by  his  counsel,  or  by  his  arms,  in  vindi- 


dcposilion  and  complaints  as  to  the  state  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Cumberland  county. 

Whereas  information  has  been  communicated  to  this 
Committee  that  three  mares  were  taken  by  Colonel  Van 
Rensselaer's  party  from  one  Moses  Shaw,  who  is  gone 
over  to  the  enemy  ;  that  two  of  them  are  in  the  possession 
of  Samuel  Goslin,  and  the  third  of  Samuel  Mills,  of  this 
place  : 

Resolved,  That  .Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  William.  Smith  and  Mr. 
Rea,  be  a  comiiiittee  with  power  to  sell  the  said  mares  at 
public  auction  ;  that  they  pay  the  expenses  of  their  keep- 
ing, and  return  the  residue  of  such  money  arising  out  of 
such  sale  into  the  treasury  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Lieu- 
tenant Boerum  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
pounds  ten  shillings,  in  lull  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of 
nimself  and  such  of  the  officers  and  privates  of  Captain 
Adolph  Waldron's  company  of  liahihorse,  as  are  not  now 
in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  agreeable  to  a  pay  roll  sworn 
to  by  him,  and  audited  by  the  committee  of  accounts  this 
day. 

The  report  and  proceedings  of  the  committee  for  detect- 
ing conspiracies,  &lc.  on  the  case  of  Cadwalladcr  Colden, 
Esqr.  together  with  the  papers  therein  mentioned  referred, 
and  are  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  To  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  Neu-.  York  : 

"  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  ihe  day  of  De- 

cember last,  your  committee,  appointed  tor  the  purpose  of 
inquiring  into,  detecting  and  defeating  all  conspiracies  which 
may  be  formed  in  the  State  of  New- York  against  the  liber- 


cating  and  defending  her  cause. 

"Resolved,  That  it  would  endanger  the  safety  of  this 
State,  and  the  general  liberties  of  America,  to  permit  per- 
sons of  influence  and  of  equivocal  cliaracters,  to  remain 
within  it  at  this  alarming  crisis,  more  particularly  on  the 
frontiers,  and  in  such  other  counties  where  conspiracies 
are  forming,  to  aid  and  abet  our  open  enemies  ;  and  there- 
fore that  all  such  persons  ought  forthwith  to  be  removed  to 
one  of  the  neighbouring  States." 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  at  Conner's  tavern,  the 
2oth  of  November,  1776. 

"  Present — William  Duer,  Esquire,  Chairman. 

"  John  Jay,  Nathaniel  Sacket,  Zejilianiah  Piatt,  Esqrs. 

"  Whereas  Cad  wallader  Colden  of  Ulster  county,  Esqr. 
hath  been  represented  to  this  committee  as  a  person  who 
hath  long  been  notoriously  disaffected  to  the  American 
cause,  and  who,  from  his  disposition  and  influence,  as  well 
from  his  vicinity  to  the  enemy,  may  justly  be  considered 
as  too  dangerous  to  be  permitted  longer  to  remain  at  his 
present  abode,  and  the  more  so  as  tins  committee  have 
reason  to  believe  that  he  hath  countenanced  and  abetted 
measures  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  America. 

"Resolved,  therefore,  That  he  be  forthwith  ajjprehended 
and  brought  before  this  committee. 

"  Ordered,  That  Captain  Lush  do  forthwith  apprehend 
the  said  Cadwallader  Colden,  Esqr.  and  bring  him  before 
this  committee  ;  that  he  carefully  and  dili^'ently  examine 
all  his  papers,  and  that  he  secure  all  such  as  may  have  re- 
ference to  the  contest  between  Great  Britain  and  America, 
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in  order  that  the  same  may  be  examined  by  this  commit- 
tee." 

"  In  Committee,  (Ac  ■27th  day  of  .\oi:  1770. 

"Captain  Lush  returned  and  brought  to  the  coninuitue 
Cadwallader  Golden,  Esqr.  who  was  ordered  to  be  appre- 
hended on  the  25lh  instant.  On  his  giving  liis  jniro)  of 
honour  that  he  will  not  depart  this  place,  but  appuar  before 
the  committee  to-morrow  morning,  he  was  permitted  to 
seek  for  lodgings. 

"  Captain  Lush  delivered  to  the  committee  a  number  of 
letters  and  papers,  which  lie  found  m  Mr.  Colden's  cus- 
tody, to  wit : 

"A  letter  signed  L  Golden,  directed  to  Cadwallader 
Colden,  Esqr.  at  Coldenham,  dated  at  Long  island,  Feby. 
20th,  1776. 

"A  letter  signed  Charles  Inglis,  directed  to  Cadwalla- 
der Colden,  dated  New-York,  February  5ih,  1776. 

"  A  letter  signed  Peter  Dubois,  directed  to  Cadwallader 
Colden,  Esqr.  Coldenham,  dated  Monday  noon. 

"  A  letter  signed  Dubois,  to  Major  Colden,  dated  Fri- 
day, P.  U. 

"  A  note  from  Mr.  Du  Bois,  to  Major  Colden. 

"  A  note  from  some  Scotch  gentlemen  at  Esopus,  direc- 
ted to  Mr.  Colden,  dated  August  3rd,  1776. 

"  A  paper  containing  a  list  of  the  Continental  and  Muiis- 
terial  fleets,  with  their  number  of  men  and  guns.  [This  is 
supposed  to  be  the  fleets  of  Lake  Champlaiu.] 

"  A  copy  of  Lord  Howe  and  General  Howe's  declara- 
tion of  the  nineteenth  September,  1776. 

"  A  protest  against  the  measures  of  Congress,  neither 
dated  nor  signed. 

"  Manuscript  piece  of  poetr\-,  reflecting  on  the  measures 
pursued  by  the  Americans. 

"  Fishkill,  the  Xovr. 

"  In  Committee,  &c. 

"  Mr.  Colden  appeared,  and  being  examined  by  the 
Committee,  said  he  conceived  the  former  oatli  ot  allegiance 
which  he  had  taken  to  the  King  of  Cireat  Ikitaiii,  to  be 
binding  upon  him,  and  e.\:pressed  a  desire  of  being  permit- 
ted to  observe  a  state  of  neutrality. 

"  Resolved,  That  he  be  fonhwiih  removed  to  the  town 
of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  ;\Ias3acluiseils  Bay,  ihcie  to  re- 
main at  his  own  expense  on  his  parol  of  honour,  under  such 
restrictions  as  the  select  men  of  civil  authority  of  that  town 
shall  prescribe. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  said  .Major  Colden  be  perniiited  to 
return  home,  in  order  to  take  leave  of  his  tainily,  and  to 
prepare  for  his  journey  in  ten  days,  on  his  pledging  his  pa- 
rol of  honour  to  appear  before  tliis  Committee  at  the  ex- 
piration of  said  term. 

"  Major  Colden  appearing  before  tiie  Committee,  was 
asked  whether  the  paper  coniaining  rcfleciions  on  a  sermon 
preached  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  .A.nan,  was  Ins  own  linnd  wri- 
-ting;  confessed  it  was.  He  furiiier  pledged  his  parol  for 
his  appearance  at  the  time  mentioned. 

"  Extract  from  David  Pembroke's  examination.  '  And 
this  desponent  says,  tliat  he  used  to  hear  James  liobinson 
frequently  talk  of  going  to  see  Major  ColJeii.' 

["  The  said  James  Robinson  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
extract,  is  a  dangerous  emissary  from  liie  enemy,  and 
hath  industriously  attempted  to  seduce  divers  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  Stale  from  their  allegiance  thereto,  and  en- 
listed men  for  the  service  of  tlie  enemy.] 

"  Fishkill,  Conner't  Tavern,  Janry.  17T7. 
"Present — John  Jay,  Chairman. 

"Zeph.  Plait,  Nathl.  Sacket,  Kclicrt  Benson,  chairman  of  Daltliess, 
General  Morris. 

"The  committee  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration 
the  proposals  of  Cadwallader  Colden,  Esq.  referred  to  diem 
by  the  Committee  of  Safety  on  the  3rd  instant,  and  there- 
upon came  to  the  following  resolution  : 

"Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  said  proposal  in  the 
opinion  of  this  committee  ought  not  to  be  complied  with,  as 


the  reasons  upon  which  the  resolution  of  this  committee 
for  removing  the  said  Cadwallader  Colden  to  the  town  of 
Boston  was  founded,  still  exist  in  full  force. 

"  These  are  all  the  proceedings  and  papers  of  this  com- 
mittee, respecting  Cadwallader  Golden,  Esi(r. 

"  By  order  of  the  commiiice. 

"JOHN  JAY,  Chairman. 

"  6lh  January,  1777." 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Mr.  Robt.  R. 
Livingston,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Tappen. 

"In  Congress,  December  iinl,  1T76. 
"Resolved,  That  the  assemblies,  conventions,  conimutees 
or  councils  of  safety,  and  other  persons  that  are  or  may  be 
entrusted  with  money  for  ilie  militia  reinforcing  the  armies 
of  the  United  States,  transmit  the  'receipts  of  the  officers 
receiving  the  same,  to  the  paymaster,  or  deputy-paymaster- 
general  of  the  respective  armies,  who  are  hereby  directed 
to  make  the  proper  stoppages,  and  to  give  certificates  of  the 
delivery  of  such  receipts,  specifying  therein  the  names  of 
the  persons  signing  them,  the  dates  and  sums  mentioned  in 
the  same,  and  the  persons  to  whom  the  receipts  \vere 
given,  which  certificates  shall  be  received  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  treasury,  as  sufficient  vouchers  for  discharg- 
ing the  respective  accounts  liom  the  sums  expressed  in  the 
same. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"  CHARLES  THOMPSON,  Seaj:' 

A  letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  Esquire,  dated  Baltimore, 
December  27th,  1776,  was  read,  and  follows  in  the  words, 
to  wit : 

"Baltimore,  27th  Decmr.  1776. 

"Gentlemen — Your  favour  of  the  5th  instant,  per  Lieut. 
Brit,  I  have  received,  with  your  resolves  relative  to  the 
frigate  in  Hudson's  river,  which  I  this  day  laid  before  the 
marine  committee,  and  meet  their  entire  approbation.  They 
are  of  opinion  that  whatever  vessels  belonging  to  the  Con- 
tinent, and  are  now  in  Hudson's  river,  should  be  also  se- 
cured in  Esopus  creek,  or  some  other  place  of  safely.  The 
people  belonging  to  the  briganiinc  and  sloop  iniiy  be  dis- 
posed of  at  the  discretion  of  your  Convention. 

"  Congress  approves  of  your  recommendation  of  Lieut. 
\  ictor  Bicker,  Junr.  for  the  marines,  and  as  soon  as  the 
blank  commissions  are  received  from  Philadelphia,  one 
shall  be  filled  up  for  him  and  forwarded  to  you. 

"  Your  letter,  directed  to  Captain  Dennis,  I  thought  it 
proper  to  return  you  ;  his  last  place  of  residence  was  in 
Brunswick,  which  is  now  in  General  Howe's  possession. 
Perhaps  you  may  hear  of  Captain  Dennis  some  where  in 
your  Stale.  The  ringing,  &ic.  that  belonged  to  those  ves- 
sels sunk  into  the  North  and  East  river,  and  now  in  the 
possession  of  Captain  Dennis,  it  is  imagined  may  be  of 
singular  service  at  Ticonderoga,  of  which  General  Schuy- 
ler should  be  informed.  I  am  also  directed  to  inform  you 
lhat  Congress  much  approves  of  the  frigates  being  fitted  out 
against  ihe  spring,  and  of  your  directing  a  suificient  num- 
ber of  cannon  to  be  cast  at  Salsbury,  as  none  for  your  pur- 
poses can  be  procured  from  ihesc  parts.  J  must  also  beg 
lhat  vou  would  represent  my  present  disagreeable  situation 
I  to  the  Honourable  Convention,  which  is  lhat  of  being  the 
I  only  Delega.e  from  the  State  of  New- York  attending  Con- 
gress. iMy  colleagues,  Mr.  Ph.  Livinaslon  and  Colo. 
Floyd,  departed  for  the  northward  upon  the  adjournment 
of  Congress  to  this  place,  so  that  our  Stale  is  now  unre- 
presented in  Congress,  and  of  which  the  members  highly 
complain  ;  as  there  was  never  a  more  urgent  necessity  for 
its  being  full,  than  at  this  time,  occasioned  by  several 
members  being  detached  on  committees,  and  as  many  as 
could  be  spared  left  Philadelphia  to  transact  the  necessary 
business  tliere.  I  must  beg  leave  to  add,  that  from  the 
laic  depreciation  of  Continental  money,  most  necessaries 
of  life  are  advanced  here  from  three  to  live  iiundred  per 
cent,  to  what  they  were  at  tlie  commencement  of  our  dis- 
pute.   For  instance,  butter  is.  per  lb. ;  loaf  sugar  5s.  and 
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ilicf  necessaries  in  like  proportion.  I  was  asked  at  the 
riic  of  X"300  per  annum  for  a  house,  and  now  lodge  in  a 

-alirV  tavern  with  a  bed  scarcely  fit  to  lie  upon.  At  this 
lato  1  shall  not  be  able  long  to  subsist,  and  must  soon  tiiink 
of  removing  to  some  cheaper  part  of  the  Continent,  unless 

I  am  relieved  by  the  ConveiUion,  for  at  present  my  ex- 
penses exceed  my  allowance. 

"  1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

"  Gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

"  FRA.  LEWIS. 
"  P.  S.  Congress  has  this  day  resolved  to  invest  Genl. 
Washington  with  powers  for  six  months  to  regulate  the 
armies  in  such  manner  as  he,  with  the  advice  of  his  gene- 
ral olTicers,  shall  think  most  conducive  to  promote  the  pub- 
lic good;  of  which  I  shall  transmit  to  the  Convention  a  copy 
in  mv  next.    The  battalions  are  to  be  increased  to  110. 

II  is  hoped  you  will  raise  one  more,  i.  e.  six. 

"  I  am  to  inform  you,  that  when  at  Philadelphia  there 
was,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hayman  Levy,  purchased  by 
him'  for  the  State  of  New-York,  and  packed  up,  sundry 
articles  of  clothing,  to  the  amount  of  £11,000  and  up- 
wards, but  at  that  time  such  was  the  hurry  of  the  inhabi- 
tants to  move  their  effects  out  of  the  city,  that  althougli  I 
had  obtained  a  press  warrant  from  the  Council  of  Safety 
(or  the  purpose,  the  wagons  were  engaged  by  the  citizens 
at  llie  rates  of  20s.  per  mile,  and  my  warrant  could  not 
have  the  desired  effect.  I  have  since  wrote  from  hence  to 
both  Mr.  Robert  Morris  and  Mr.  Levy,  to  get  them  for- 
warded to  Esopus,  but  could  wish  your  Commissary  was 
sent  to  look  after  them,  as  I  am  convinced  they  must  be 
wanted  with  you.  In  the  then  critical  state  of  Philadel- 
phia, Congress  ordered  them  to  be  sent  to  General  Wash- 
ington, but  I  got  that  order  rescinded.  The  articles  pack- 
ed up  in  32  casks,  are  as  follows  :  White  4,061,  check 
1^939—6,000  shirts;  13-1  doz.  milled  hose  ;  1,109  pair 
leather  breeches  ;  85  felt  hats  ;  500  wooden  canteens. 

«  The  Honble.  the  Council  of  Safely 

for  the  Slate  of  New-York." 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  Mr.  Lewis's  letter  as  relates 
to  clotliing  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  pro- 
cure clotliing  for  the  troops,  and  that  the  other  parts  of 
the  said  letter  be  referred  to  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Tappen. 

A  letter  from  Governor  Trumbull,  dated  January  the 
first,  relative  to  their  militia  and  embargo  laid  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  was  read,  and  follows  in  the  words,  to 
wit : 

MiddUion,  January  1st,  1777. 

"  Ge.ntlemen — Yours  of  the  twenty-fourth  ultimo,  came 
to  hand,  in  winch  vou  urge  the  necessity  of  securing  the 
passes  at  the  Hifjlilands,  which  is  truly  very  important,  and 
wish  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  State  to  add  further  aid 
to  yours  and  the  rest  of  the  United  States,  which  at  pre- 
sent is  not  now  in  our  power  so  to  do.  We  have  ordered 
four  battalions  to  be  raised  and  sent  forward  to  assist  Ge- 
neral Washington's  army  until  the  15th  March  next,  and 
have  also  encouraged  a  number  of  volunteers  to  be  raised 
to  assist  in  the  Jerseys,  or  otherwise  as  Genl.  Washington 
shall  direct.  Five  of  the  volunteer  companies  are  already 
raised,  part  of  ihem  and  part  of  the  four  battalions  are 
row  on  their  march  ;  we  hope  the  rest  will  soon  be  raised, 
though  they  have  been  much  retarded  by  the  repeated 
marches  of  the  militia  the  la-^t  year,  and  especially  the  late 
marches  to  New-London  and  Providence. 

"  As  to  the  ditficultics  you  labour  under  on  account  of 
the  embargo  laid  on  this  State.  Pcrinits  have  been  given 
on  application,  to  import  out  of  this  Slate  to  your  State, 
and  every  permission  of  that  kind  will  be  granted  (on  pro- 
per apphcation,)  that  can  be  consistent  wiih  the  general 
service.  John  Canfield  of  Sharon,  Esqr.  employed  by  the 
Commissary-General  of  the  army,  and  is  furnished  with 
a  general  permit,  I  will  give  him  instructions  to  indulge 
the  transportation  of  such  quantities  for  famdics'  use  in 


your  Slate,  as  shall  appear  needful,  consistent  witli  the 
interest  of  both  Slates. 

"  1  am,  most  respectfully,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obdt.  humble  servant. 

"JONTH.  TRUMBULL. 

"  To  the  Committee  of  Safety 

for  the  St.-ite  of  New-Vork,  at  Fishkill." 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Mr.  Robert  R. 
Livingston  and  Mr.  Morris. 

A  letter  from  General  Heath,  dated  January  the  skxth, 
relative  to  the  rangers  at  Fort  Constitution,  was  read,  and 
follows,  to  wit : 

"  Peekskill,  Janij.  (itk.  1777. 

"  Dear  Sir — I  have  just  received  your  favour  of  the 
4th  instant,  and  would  acquaint  you  tliat  the  removal  of  the 
rangers  from  Fort  Constiiuiion,  was  at  the  request  of  your 
committee  who  much  urged  the  matter  ;  and  I  mvist  confess 
it  was  with  reluctance  that  I  ordered  them  down.  The 
purpose,  however,  was  solely  to  facilitate  the  expedition  to 
Westchester  county.  I  lliink  the  garrisons  of  fort  Mont- 
gomery and  Constitution  too  weak,  but  it  is  not  in  my 
power  as  yet  to  reinforce  them.  You  may  be  assured  sir, 
that  1  shall  at  all  tunes  pay  a  particular  attention  to  those 
important  passes,  as  far  as  it  is  in  my  power. 

"  I  am,  dear  sir,  yours,  afftly. 

"  W.  HEATH. 

"  James  LiviiNgston,  Esqr," 

A  letter  from  General  Scott,  dated  on  the  first  instant, 
relative  to  the  rangers,  and  on  the  subject  of  the  West- 
chester expedition,  was  read,  and  follows,  to  wit : 

Feekskill,   January  bth,  1777. 

"  Sir — I  was  honoured  with  the  delivery  of  your  let- 
ter to  the  committee  into  my  hands  ;  iny  colleagues  being 
absent  prevents  my  communicating  it  to  them.  General 
Heath's  orders  to  Swaitwout's  and  Bradt's  companies  of  ran- 
gers was  given  with  our  consent.  They  are  not  to  go  into 
New-Jersey,  but  to  be  employed  in  the  expedition  in  West- 
chester county,  &c.  We  have  prevailed  on  General  Par- 
sons to  accept  the  command.  We  shall  proceed  on  the 
business  early  in  the  morning.  We  expect  to  have  so  re- 
spectable an  addition  of  force  from  the  militia  of  Connec- 
ticut as  to  be  able  to  do  effectual  service.  The  apprehen- 
sions that  the  Committee  of  Safety  secni  to  labour  under, 
are  in  my  opinion  without  foundation.  Surely  the  Conven- 
tion or  Committee  of  the  Stale  of  New-York  can  supply 
troops  for  the  security  of  Fori  Constituiion,  on  which  we 
shall  advance  with  a  respectable  force  towaiks  Kinss 
bridge. 

"I  therefore  earnestly  entreat  that  the  two  companies 
may  be  permitted  to  march  without  a  moments'  delay  and 
join  us  at  North-Castle. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

"  Your  most  obt.  servant. 
"  JNO.  MORIN  SCOTT." 
Captain  Isaac  Belknap's  report  relative  to  the  escape  of 
Captain  Phineas  Ford,  was  read,  and  follows  in  the  words, 
to  wit : 

"  Fishkill,  January  llh,  1776. 

"  To  the  Curnmiltee  of  Safety  of  the  Stale  of  New-York  : 
"  Isaac  Belknap,  captain  of  a  company  of  rangers,  sta- 
tioned at  this  place,  reports,  that  in  obedience  to  an  order 
of  your  board,  to  me  directed,  dated  the  thirtielh  of  De- 
cember last,  directing  me  to  receive  and  keep  in  safe  cus- 
tody Captain  Phineas  Ford  and  four  other  prisoners  ;  ac- 
cordingly 1  put  Captain  Ford,  and  the  oilier  prisoners  sent 
with  him,  into  the  guard  house,  with  the  prisoners  then  in 
custody,  and  ordered  the  guard  to  keep  them  close  prison- 
ers, and  not  let  any  of  them  go  without  the  sentries  on  any 
occasion  whatever,  without  a  guard,  and  then  not  to  lot  but 
one  at  a  time  go  out,  and  be  immediatelv  returned  as  soon 
as  they  had  eased  themselves  ;  and  that  on  Friday  the  3rd 
instant,  1  went  in  person  to  relieve  the  guard,  and  gave 
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strict  orders  to  the  guard  and  to  the  sentries,  not  to  let  one 
man  go  out  without  a  guard.  Bui  ui  llie  eveiurig  Captain 
Ford  requested  leave  to  go  with  a  guard  to  ease  liiinself, 
and  Samuel  Barret,  a  private  soldier  in  Captain  Myrick's 
company,  was  ordered  to  go  out  with  him,  and  while  he 
was  out,  Captain  Ford  made  his  esca[>e ;  and  on  my  re- 
ceiving information  of  what  had  happened,  I  informed  the 
committee  of  inquiry,  &c.  who  ordered  that  Samuel  Bar- 
ret should  be  put  m  irons  and  kept  in  confinement,  in 
which  state  he  has  remained  ever  since. 

"ISAAC  BELKNAP,  CapL" 

Ordered,  That  a  reward  of  one  hundred  dollars  be 
given  to  any  person  or  persons  for  apprehending  the  said 
Captain  Ford,  and  that  the  Secretaries  advertise  the  same. 

A  return  of  the  union  garrisons  at  Fort  Montgomery, 
commanded  by  Brigr.  (ieneral  James  Clinton,  [was  re- 
ceived.] 

"  Sereren's  Tavern,  6th  /any.  1777. 

"  Gentlemen — Yesterday  evening,  on  my  arrival  here, 
I  received  [a  letter]  from  General  Heath,  informing  me  he 
had  sent  over  two  field  pieces  to  me.  I  came  out  here 
this  morning  to  order  tliein  up,  and  the  regiments  in  this 
quarter  to  advance  to  Pyramus  this  evening,  that  liicv  might 
be  ready,  in  concert  with  the  regiments  at  Tappen,  (wlicre 
I  meant  to  order  one  of  the  fieldpicces,)  and  where  my 
greater  forces  are  to  attack  the  enemy  at  the  New  Bridge  and 
Hackensack  at  the  same  time.  I  meant  to  liave  ordered  a 
strong  detachment  on  the  east  side  of  the  ferry,  in  the  Eng- 
lish neighbourhood,  and  another  on  the  Acquackanonk 
road,  in  case  they  should  give  way,  to  prevent  their  es- 
cape. I  was  just  preparing  my  orders  accordingly,  when 
to  my  great  surprise  and  morliticalion,  a  incsseii£ier  arrived, 
who  informed  me  that  the  enemy  yesterday  afternoon,  ap- 
prehensive of  an  attack,  left  Hackensack  with  the  utmost 
precipitation — part  took  iheirroute  towards  Hackensack — 
part  across  the  New  Bridge,  and  the  remainder  across  the 
ferry — carrying  off  all  their  baggage.  They  have  disap- 
pointed me  exceedingly.  I  am  almost  certain  I  could  have 
destroyed  the  whole  of  them,  had  they  continued  two  days 
longer,  had  I  been  indulged  in  my  request  of  artillery 
that  much  sooner.  I  have  sent  down  a  strong  party  to 
possess  the  town,  secure  such  stores  as  they  may  have 
left,  and  bring  in  the  tories  who  are  much  dejected  and  dis- 
tressed. I  have  given  orders  for  dismibsing  the  miliiia, 
except  500,  agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  your  Honourable 
House,  and  am  about  making  the  necessary  preparations 
for  sending  the  200  men  into  Dutchess  county,  who,  I 
doubt  not,  will  be  there  on  the  day  appointed.  A  gentle- 
man, just  now  from  the  army,  informs  me  that'  Thursday 
evening  last  the  enemy  entered  Trenton  ;  that  a  severe  ac- 
tion ensued  between  them  and  your  army,  who  were  drawn 
up  on  the  south  of  Mill  creek.  The  enemy  were  soon 
obliged  to  retreat  to  the  farther  end  of  the  town,  witii  great 
loss;  that  about  twelve  at  night  General  Washington 
marched  his  army  from  Trenton  to  Princeton,  attacked  the 
enemy  in  the  morning — then  routed  them — took  upwards 
of  250,  and  as  there  was  a  smart  action,  it  is  supposed 
their  loss  was  great,  but  the  numbers  killed  at  either  place 
[is  not  known.]  General  Washington  is  on  his  march  to 
Morristown,  where  it  is  expected  he  now  is  ;  in  which  case 
he  has  the  enemy  between  him  and  Philadelphia,  and  I 
imagine  this  may  have  occasioned  mv  neighbours'  sudden 
removal  from  Hackensack.  General  .Mercer  is  killed — 
our  loss,  however,  but  inconsiderable. 

"  I  am,  your  most  obt.  servant, 

"GEO.  CLINTON. 

"The  enemy  released  the  Hoppers,  fzc.  on  their  leav- 
ing Hackensack.  They  had  the  impudence  to  propose  an 
exchange  of  prisoners  with  me  a  few  days  before." 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Lieu- 
tenant Daniel  Kapalje,  the  sum  of  eighty-six  pounds  four- 
teen shillings,  in  full  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  him- 
self and  such  officers  and  privates  of  Captain  Suydam's 
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company  of  horse  in  Kings  county,  on  Nassau  island,  as 
are  not  now  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  agreeable  to  a 
pay  roil,  sworn  to  by  him,  and  audited  by  the  committee 
of  accounts  of  this  day. 

Mr.  Duer  informed  the  Committee  that  great  inconve- 
niences arise  at  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Peekskill, 
through  the  want  of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  some  other 
person  qualified  to  administer  the  oatli  to  the  recruits  of 
tiie  Continental  regiments  raising  in  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  William  Paulding,  Esqr.  be  and  hereby 
is  nominated,  constituted  and  appointed  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Westchester,  with  the  like  powers, 
privileges  and  authority  now  or  heretofore  enjoyed  and 
exercised  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  tliis  State. 

Major  Brusli,  who  was  employed  to  repair  to  the  county 
of  Tryon  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  and  setihng  tiie 
pay  and  subsistence  of  the  rangers  raised  in  the  said  county, 
being  returned,  delivered  in  the  pay  and  subsistence  rolls 
of  the  said  rangers. 

The  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  companies  of  rangers 
raised  in  the  county  of  Charlotte,  praying  that  a  pay-mas- 
ter may  be  appointed  to  the  said  companies,  and  recom- 
mending John  Gibson,  of  New-Perth,  for  the  purpose,  was 
read. 

A  letter  from  Lawrence  Gross,  lieutenant  of  the  first 
company  of  rangers  in  Tryon  county,  relative  to  an  error 
in  the  payment  of  the  bounty  money  to  the  men  of  the 
said  company,  and  to  the  captain  being  confined  in  jail, 
was  also  read. 

A  letter  from  Isaac  Paris,  Esquire,  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  Tryon  county,  relative  to  Captain  Winn, 
who  is  confined  in  jail,  and  informing  of  their  having  ap- 
pointed Adrian  Van  Side  jailor,  was  also  read. 

Ordered,  That  said  last  mentioned  petition  and  letters, 
as  also  the  pay  and  subsistence  rolls  of  the  Trvon  ransers, 
as  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Brush,  be  referred  to  Mr.  ^loore, 
Mr.  Webster,  and  ]Mr.  .Stephens  and  Major  Parks,  to  re- 
port thereon,  separately  or  otherwise  as  they  may  see  fit ; 
and  all  the  said  petitions  and  letters  are  now  delivered  to 
the  said  committee. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho,  a.  m. 

January,  8,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — James  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Robt.  Yates,  Mr.  Taylor— yi/6ani/. 

Mr.  Contine,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Ilea — Ulster. 

^Ir.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Ncwkirk— Tryon. 

-Mr.  Smith,  ^tr.  Gelston— Sw/o/fc. 

i\Ir.  James  Livingston,  Mr.  Henry  Schenk — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Lilllc— Orange. 

Mr.  Webster— Charlotte.        ''  ,      i  •  , 

i\lr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stephens— Cumberland. 

Many  members,  as  well  those  absent  as  those  present, 
being  appointed  on  different  committees  which  required 
their  presence,  and  no  very  urgent  business  offering. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning  at  the  usual  hour. 


.    ,       10  HO.  A.  M. 

January  9th,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PnrsF.NT — James  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Robert  Yates,  Mr.  Taylor — Hlbamj. 

Mr.  Park',  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Contine— t/Wer.  i  ' 

Mr.  Morris,  Genl.  Morris — Westchester.  ,  '  ' 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Gelston— Su/o/fc. 

Mr.  James  Livingston,  Mr.  Rob.  R.  Livingston — Dutcheis. 
Mr.  Little — Orange.  ''-^ 
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Mr  Mocre,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk— Tryon. 
Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Daec— Charlotte. 
Mr.  Stephens— Cumberland. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Cap- 
(ain  John  A.  Bradt  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
pounds  thirteen  shiiiinj^s  and  seven  pence,  tor  the  pay, 
Jmd  tlie  further  sum  of  one  hundred  and  nine  pounds  thir- 
teen shilHngs  and  one  penny,  for  tlie  subsistence  of  his 
company  of  rangers,  raised  in  Albany  county,  to  the  fourth 
instant,  agreeable  to  his  pay  and  subsistence  roll,  sworn  to 
by  him,  and  audited  by  the  committee  of  accounts. 

Ordered,  That  the'  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Captain  William  Bedlow  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds, 
for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  resolutions  of  this  Com- 
mittee appointing  Captain  Machin  to  superintend  the  ob- 
structions intended  to  be  made  in  Hudson's  river,  and  take 
his  receipt,  to  account  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  procure 
clothin-i-  for  the  Continental  troops  raised  in  this  Slate,  be 
requested  to  furnish  to  Doctor  Cliauncey  Graham  two 
blankets  for  the  use  of  the  sick  under  his  care. 

Mr.  Moore  delivered  in  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  report  how  many  riders  are  necessary  to  be 
employed  for  the  use  of  this  Convention,  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  further  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Foster  tlie  sum  of  sixty-seven  pounds  sixteen 
shillings,  in  full  for  two  hundred  and  four  spears  and  his 
expenses,  agreeable  to  his  account,  delivered  in  and  audit- 
ed this  day. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Foster  keep  the  said  spears  in  his 
custody  till  the  further  order  of  the  Convention  or  this 
Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto  the 
Honble.  Brigadier-General  Lewis  Morris,  or  his  order, 
two  hundred  and  eleven  pounds  four  shillings,  in  full  for  his 
attendance  as  a  Delegate  of  this  State  in  Continental  Con- 
gress, to  the  fourth  day  of  October  last,  as  per  account  de- 
livered in  this  day. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Ben- 
jamin Montague  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  sixteen  shillinijs,  for 
Roing  express  to  Peekskill,  to  Parnmus,  and  to  Governor 
Trumbull  in  the  Stale  of  Connecticut,  as  per  his  account 
delivered  in  tliis  day. 

A  letter  from  John  Haring,  Esqr.  dated  at  Orange  Town, 
January  the  fifth,  enclosing  the  petition  of  Lawrence 
Smiil),  therein  ;  the  said  petition  praying  to  be  permitted 
to  go  to  Xcw-York  in  order  to  obtain  a  passage  to  Den- 
mark (via  the  Danish  West  Indies,)  of  which  he  is  a  na- 
tive, and  until  of  late  years  an  inhabitant,  were  respectively 
read.  Thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Lawrence  Smith,  a  subject  of 
the  king  of  Denmark,  be  permitted  to  go  to  New-York  in 
order  to  obtain  a  passage  to  his  native  countrv. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  pay  to  Gov'ernor  Morris, 
Esqr.  the  sum  of  forty  shillings,  for  so  much  by  liim  paid 
to  a  person  who  came  express  from  General  Georcre  Clin- 
ton with  the  account  of  General  Washington's  successful 
attack  at  Trenton  ;  and  the  further  sum  of  twenty-four 
shillings,  for  so  much  paid  to  the  printer's  boys  for  a  des- 
patch in  printing  the  address  ;  and  that  the'  Secretaries 
charge  the  same  in  their  account  of  disbursements. 

"  Received  of  John  McKesson,  Secretary  of  the  Con- 
vention of  the  Slate  of  iS'ew-York,  by  order  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  the  following  medicines,  the  property  of 
the  State  of  New-York,  to  wit;  'cortex  pcruviani,  two 
pounds  ;  floras   chamomel,  half  a  [jound  ;  manna},  four 

Kounds  ;  salis  catharticae  amaris,  nine  pounds;  cantharides, 
alf  an  ounce  ;  to  be  used  in  the  care  of  the  militia  called 
into  service  in  the  county  of  Westchester,  whereof  I  act  as 
Burgeon.    January  9th,'lll7. 

"  MATTHS.  B.  MILLER." 
An  additional  resolution  extending  the  powers  of  com- 


missioners for  repressing  the  refractory  spirit  of  the  militia 
in  Rhincbeck  to  the  refractory  militia  in  Paulding's  pre- 
cinct, was  read  and  resolved  on  and  agreed  to  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
resolution  of  this  Committee  of  the  third  instant  for  repres- 
sing the  refractory  spirit  of  the  nnlilia  of  Rliiiiebcfk  pre- 
cinct, in  Dutchess  county,  repair  to  Paulding's  precinct,  in 
the  said  county,  as  soon  as  they  have  executed  the  resolu- 
tions relative  to  the  militia  of  Khinebeck  precinct,  and  that 
they  be  directed  and  authorized  to  pursue  the  same  mea- 
sures with  respect  to  such  of  the  militia  of  Colonel  Field's 
and  Col.  Wm.  Humphries'  regiments  as  have  nesjlected  or 
refused  to  obey  the  orders  of  this  Convention  of  liie  ilst 
ultimo,  as  were  by  them  exercised  in  the  precinct  of  Khine- 
beck ;  and  that  for  this  purpose,  the  above  mentioned  com- 
missioners be  vested  with  all  and  singular  the  powers  and 
authorities  whatsoever,  which  were  vested  in  ihein  by  the 
resolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  State,  of 
the  3rd  instant;  and  that  they  call  to  their  assistance  the 
committee  of  Paulding's  precinct  or  any  other  committee 
whenever  they  shall  think  their  advice  and  assistance  ne- 
cessary. 

A  letter  from  General  Heath  at  Peekskill,  informing 
that  he  has  received  orders  from  General  Washincton  to 
remain  at  Peekskill,  and  requesting  that  such  Hat  bouomed 
boats  as  are  at  or  near  Fislikill,  be  sent  to  Peekskill,  was 
read,  and  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Peekskill,  Jan.  Sth.  1777. 

"  Sir — I  have  just  received  your  favour  of  the  6ih  inst. 
and  thank  the  Honourable  Committee  for  the  favourable 
opinion  which  they  have  formed  of  my  intentions  for  the 
public  safety. 

"  The  last  night  I  received  despatches  from  His  Excel- 
lency General  Washington,  in  consequence  of  winch  I 
shall  not  pass  over  the  North  river.  I  hope  these  opera- 
tions will  be  such  as  will  give  satisfaction  to  the  Conven- 
tion and  promote  the  public  weal. 

"  I  request  that  all  the  flat  bottomed  boats  that  are  at 
P'ishkill,  or  between  that  place  and  Fort  Constitution,  may 
be  sent  down  as  soon  as  possible,  as  they  may  be  wanted 
at  Kings  ferry  or  elsewhere. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  respect, 

"  Your  most  humble  scrvt. 

"W.  HEATH. 

"  James  Livingston,  Esq." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  Yates  show  this  letter  to 
Mr.  Ducr,  who  is  requested  to  do  the  things  needful  for  the 
Quarter-Master-General. 

Ordered,  That  Robert  Harper,  Esqr.  deliver  to  Wiiliam 
Duer,  Es(|uire,  or  his  order,  such  arms  belonging  to  this 
Slate  as  he  may  have  in  his  possession,  for  the  use  of  the 
militia  ordered  into  Westchester  county. 

A  letter  from  Nathan  Pearce,  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  Paulding's  precinct,  informing  of  the  niinibcr  of  dis- 
affected in  that  precinct,  and  of  ihe  said  committee  having 
ordered  icn  men,  completely  armed,  for  the  defence  of  the 
precinct,  on  Continental  pay,  and  follows,  to  wit  : 
"  To  Capt.  James  Marti.v. 

"  You  are  hereby  required  forthwiih  to  raise  ten  sol- 
diers, completely  armed,  for  the  defence  of  this  precinct, 
under  Continental  pay,  for  one  month,  if  not  sooner  dis- 
charged by  this  committee.    Jany.  5,  1777. 

"  By  order  of  the  committee. 

"NATHAN  PEARCE,  Chairman:' 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Provinci.il  Congros,  convcncii  at  Fishkill. 

"  Gentlemen — These  may  inform  your  honours  that 
there  is  a  great  number  of  disaffected  persons  (to  the  mea- 
sures pursued  by  ihe  United  Colonies,)  in  our  precinct, 
and  from  many  hints  and  informations,  we  suspect  that 
there  is  a  plot  concealed  among  ihem  as  soon  as  our  mili- 
tia is  moved  off,  (which  was  to  iiave  been  this  day,)  to 
take  the  advantage,  to  rise  against  the  inhabitants  when 
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we  are  destitute  of  men  and  arms,  to  make  prisoners  of 
our  principal  men,  and  convey  tlicrn  by  some  nicaiis  or 
other  to  the  regulars;  whereupon  this  commiltco  have 
thought  it  advisable  to  detain  our  troops  till  we  could  send 
our  humble  request  to  your  iionours  to  send  us,  as  speedi- 
ly as  possible,  thirty  or  forty  men  to  be  stationed  anioni,^ 
us,  completely  armed  for  our  defence,  with  proper  otli- 
cers,  and  for  the  apprehending  of  torics  and  deserters. 
Your  honours  granting  this,  our  liumble  request,  will  much 
oblige  your  hearty  friends,  and  cause  us  as,  in  duty  bound, 
ever  to  pray. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee. 

"NATHAN  PEARCE,  Chairman. 

"  Pauling's  precinct,  Jany.  5,  1777. 

"P.  S.  We  would  further  inform  your  honours,  that  tiie 
militia  that  was  ordered  to  go  out  of  three  companies,  was 
near  about  one  hundred  and  twenty,  and  but  thmoen  ap- 
peared. We  request  your  honours  to  send  orders  what 
shall  he  done  in  this  alTair." 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Pauling's  precinct  be 
authorized  to  raise  ten  men  with  an  ensign,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  the  disaffected  in  the  said  precinct,  and 
that  they  be  allowed  Continental  pay. 

A  letter  from  Lewis  McDonald,  chairman  of  Westches- 
ter committee,  relative  to  the  poor  of  New- York  who  were 
sent  into  that  county,  and  the  effects  of  some  oliicers,  pri- 
soaers  on  parol,  and  who  have  eloped,  was  read,  and  fol- 
lows, in  the  words  to  wit : 

"  Bedford,  30th  Deer.  1776. 

"  Sir — This  day  our  committee  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment to  transact  such  business  as  should  lay  before 
them.  The  business  of  this  day  was  great  and  diliicult 
for  us  to  determine.  One  thing  is,  the  poor  from  the  ciiv 
of  New-York,  how  and  in  what  manner  are  tliey  to  be 
supported  ?  another,  the  goods  left  bv  the  regular  oificers 
that  were  on  parol  in  this  town  and  deserted.  The  com- 
mittee resolved  that  Mr.  Philip  Leek  be  sent  to  Conven- 
tion in  order  to  get  instructions  how  we  shall  transact  for 
the  future,  in  those  and  other  matters,  which  we  think 
of  great  moment.  We  therefore  pray  you  will  :;ivc  us  by 
him,  some  particular  instructions,  as  he  will  further  en- 
lighten you  in  the  difficulties  which  lav  before  us  at  pre- 
sent, in  the  discharging  of  our  diitv.  For  further  particu- 
lars, we  refer  you  to  the  bearer,  Mr.  Leek,  by  whom  we 
hope  to  receive  from  you  such  directions  as  will  enable  us 
for  the  future  to  discharge  our  trust,  and  be  of  service  to 
our  much  injured  and  bleeding  country. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee. 
"LEWIS  McDON.\LD,  Chainnari. 

"  To  the  PresiJent  of  the  Honlile. 

Convention  of  the  Slate  of  Xew-York." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  William  Harper  and  (.iencral 
Morris. 

The  petition  of  John  A.  Bradt,  captain  of  the  rangers 
raised  in  Albany,  was  read,  and  lollows  to  wit : 

"  To  the  Honourable  Convention  of  the  ^tate  of  Acw-York.  | 

"  The  petition  of  John  A.  Bradt,  captain  of  a  company  of  | 
rangers,  raised  in  and  for  the  delence  ot  the  county  ol  j 
Albany,  | 
"  Humbly  Sheweth  : 

"  That  whereas  your  petitioner  sometime  since 
received  a  warrant  from  the  committee  of  the  county  of 
Albany,  dated  the  tenth  day  of  August  last,  for  raising  the 
above  company  of  rangers,  since  which  (notwithstanding 
lie  hath  nearly  completed  the  same.)  he  has  not  received 
a  commission  for  himself  or  his  subalterns. 

"That  your  petitioner  hath  this  day  been  uiformcd  by 
one  of  the  sergeants  just  arrived  from  Peekskill,  that  his 
company  arc  determined  to  go  to  such  place  as  they  may 
be  ordered  to,  and  there  execute  such  orders  as  may  be 
given  to  them,  provided  they  are  furnished  with  clothing 
and  other  necessaries  equal  with  the  other  Conlineiilal 


troops,  of  which  ihey  are  at  present  destitute,  owing  to 
their  want  of  time  to  supply  themselves  therewith  at  hoine — 
they  being  immediately  ordered  to  Fort  Constitution,  di- 
rectly after  their  return  from  Johnstown. 

"  That  your  petitioner  conceives  that  many  of  his  men 
will  be  desirous  to  be  discharged  from  tiie  company, 
they  being  apprehensive  they  ought  not  be  scat  out  of 
the  county  of  Albany,  agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  their  warrant. 

"  That  your  petitioner  conceives  that  he  and  his  sub- 
alterns are  justly  entitled  to  the  same  pay  as  the  oiiieers  of 
the  same  rank  in  the  Continental  army  are  entitled  to. 

"  Your  petitioner  therefore,  requests  that  your  honours 
will  take  the  premises  into  consideration,  and  grant  the 
above  requested  commissions  ;  also  will  be  pleased  to  order 
the  necessary  clothing  for  his  company  ;  and  further,  pass 
a  resolve,  that  one  of  his  company  who  shall  incline  to  be 
discharged,  on  his  returning  the  bounty,  may  quit  the  com- 
pany. Lastly,  requests  that  he  may  have  the  liberty  to 
enlist  a  fifer  and  drummer  in  his  company,  or  to  issue  such 
orders  respecting  the  premises,  as  your  honours  in  justice 
may  deem  fit. 

"  And  your  petitioner  shall  ever  pray,  (Sec. 

"JOHN  BRADT. 

"  Fishkill,  January  9th,  1777." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Taylor,  on  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangement, with  the  said  petition,  consult  them  on  the  sub- 
ject matter  thereof. 

A  letter  from  Josa.  Loring,  commissary  of  prisoners  at 
New-York,  dated  December  28,  1776,  directed  on  the 
back  as  follows,  to  wit :  "  To  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
the  Province  of  New-York,  or  others  whom  it  may  con- 
cern," relative  to  some  prisoners  passing  tlirougli  tins  State 
to  Canada,  was  read,  and  follows  to  wit : 

"  New-York,  Deer.  Zi^lh.  1776. 

"Gentlemen — Majors  Campbell,  Dunbar  and  [fuuhs. 
Captain  Robertson  and  Doctor  Gill,  being  taken  prisoners 
in  Canada,  and  now  duly  exchanged  agreeable  to  General 
Washington's  desire,  I  am  directed  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  to  apply  to  you  for  a  safe  pass,  and  your  assistance 
to  them  in  returning  to  Canada,  as  they  belong  to  that  dis- 
trict. They  will  wait  here  for  your  answer,  which  request 
may  be  as  soon  as  possible,  either  by  a  flag  of  truce  to  our 
posts  at  King's  Bridge,  or  any  other,  the  most  expeditious 
way. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen, 
"  Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
"JOSA.  LORL\(;, 
"  Comviissanj  fvr  Pruoners." 

A  draft  of  an  answer  to  the  above  letter  was  read  and 
agreed  to,  in  the  words  following  to  wit: 

"Sir, — The  Convention  of  the  Slate  of  New-York  have 
received  a  certain  letter,  signed  Josa.  Loring,  commissarv 
l"or  prisoners,  and  directed  '  To  the  Provincial  Congress 
of  Province  of  New-York,  or  other  whom  it  may  concern.' 
As  the  business  mentioned  in  that  letter,  in  some  sort 
concerns  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New-Y^ork,  they 
direct  me  in  answer,  to  inform  you,  that  although  from  the 
detection  of  a  great  number  of  spies,  and  the  information 
received  of  others,  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  but  General 
Howe  has  every  species  of  intelligence  he  can  wish  for; 
yet  as  the  sufi'ering  an  enemy's  olRcer  to  pass  throii2;h  this 
Slate  must  presuppose  that  the  Convention  have  lost  the 
right  use  ot  their  understanding,  they  pray  that  -Messrs. 
Campbell,  Dunbar,  Hughes,  Robertson  and  Gill,  will  ex- 
cuse them  for  not  complying  with  their  request.  .-Vi  the 
same  time  I  am  directed  to  observe,  that  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Committee,  all  applications  ol  this  sort  should  be  made 
from  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  British  army  to  his 
Excellency  General  Washington,  whose  politeness  and  hu- 
manity will  naturally  lead  liim  to  confer  every  favour  in  his 
power  upon  officers  in  service  against  him. 

"  I  am  sir,  your  humble  servant. 
"  Josa.  Loring,  Commissary 

Prisoners,  New-York." 
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Ordered,  That  the  same  be  copied  and  sent  to  General 
Heath,  to  be  forwarded  by  him. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  Mr.  Loring's  letter  and  the 
answer  thereto,  be  sent  to  General  Washington  by  tiie  first 
opportunity. 

A  letter  from  CadwallaJer  Colden,  Esquire,  requesting 
the  House  to  indulge  him  with  a  hearing  before  they  de- 
termine on  the  report  of  the  committee  for  detecting  con- 
spirators, relative  to  his  case,  and  that  he  may  be  served 
with  a  copy  of  the  said  report,  was  read,  and  follows,  to 
wit: 

"  Fishkill,  Jany  Stii,  1777. 

"  Sir, — I  rejoiced  when  I  heard  that  the  Honourable  Con- 
Tcntion,  upon  my  petition  to  tliem  of  the  26th  of  last  month, 
had  ordered  the  committee  to  make  report  to  them  of  what 
had  appeared  before  them  concerning  me  ;  being  then  in 
hopes  of  speedily  having  an  impartial  hearing  and  decision 
before  the  House.  I  am  now  equally  astonished  as  sur- 
prised to  learn  that  the  House  have  referred  the  matter  back 
to  another  committee.  Though  I  slill  hope  the  Conven- 
tion will  give  me  a  hearing  before  tliey  come  to  a  final  de- 
termination ;  for  which  end,  I  beg  I  may  be  served  with 
copies  of  the  reports  of  the  committee,  and  that  a  future 
day  may  be  appointed  for  me  to  have  a  hearing  before  the 
House.  If  I  may  be  indulged  in  this,  it  will  greatly  oblige, 
"  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"  CADWALLADER  COLDEN. 

"  To  James  Livingston'.  Esqr. 

President  of  the  Honble.  Convention." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Colden  be  heard,  agreeable  to  his 
request  on  Monday  next,  and  that  the  Secretary,  in  ilie 
mean  time,  permit  Mr.  Colden  to  peruse  the  said  report; 
and  that  the  committee  to  v.'hoin  the  said  report  was  com- 
mitted on  the  instant,  be  discliarged. 

A  letter  from  Ebenezer  Woodhull,  on  tlie  subject  of  pay 
for  his  company  of  troopers  in  Orange  county,  was  read, 
and  follows  in  the  words,  to  wit : 

"For  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New-York." 

"  Your  petitioner  has  been  called  to  attend  with  the  troop 
of  horse  under  his  command,  by  General  George  Clinton, 
at  the  North  river,  White  Plains,  and  now  at  the  south 
part  of  Orange  county,  which  service  he  has  complied 
with,  and  the  orders  obeyed  to  the  best  of  our  capacity  ; 
has  spent  his  own  money,  and  his  men's,  who  iiad  any, 
there ;  (acknowledges  to  have  received  on  account,  in  ad- 
vance, for  which  lie  has  given  his  receipt,  two  hundred 
dollars ;)  prays  to  have  his  wages  settled  that  he  may 
bring  into  Convention  his  pay  and  subsistence  rolls,  lest 
necessity  should  oblige  the  troops  to  turn  into  the' common 
militia.  Your  compliance  will  greatly  oblige  your  most 
obedient  servant. 

"EBENEZER  WOODHULL. 

"  Fishkill,  January  Si/i,  1777. 
"  To  Honble.  Convention  of  the  State 

of  Xew-York." 

Thereupon, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State 
advance  to  Captain  Ebenezer  Woodhull  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, on  account  of  pay  and  subsistence  to  his  troop  of 
horse,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  make  out  his  pay  roll, 
agreeable  to  the  Continental  regulations  for  the  troops  of 
horse,  as  soon  as  he  can  obtain  the  snme. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State 
advance  to  Captain  Silvester  Salisbury,  two  hundred  dol- 
lars, on  account  of  pay  and  subsistence  to  his  troop  of 
horse,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  make  out  his  pay  roll, 
agreeable  to  the  Continental  regulations  for  troop  of  horse, 
as  soon  as  he  can  obtain  the  same. 

The  petition  of  Ann  Dillingham,  praying  leave  to  go  to 
New-York,  with  her  family,  to  her  husband,  was  read  and 
filed. 

Resolved,  That  Ann  Dillingham,  with  her  family,  be 
permitted  to  go  to  New-York  to  her  husband. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  Peter  R.  Livingston,  dated  the 


second  instant,  relative  to  the  refractory  militia  in  the  ma- 
nor of  Livingston,  was  read,  and  follows,  to  wit : 

"  District  of  Manor  Livingston,  > 
"2nd  January,  1777.  ) 

"  Gentlemen — Upon  the  receipt  of  your  first  resolves 
of  the  2lst  of  December,  I  immediately  ordered  out  my 
regiment,  in  order  to  march  down  as  many  of  them  as  the 
field  officers  judged  could  leave  home,  without  too  much 
distressing  their  families  at  this  inclement  season  of  the 
year,  and  sorry  I  am  to  acquaint  the  Convention,  that  out 
of  the  whole  (except  those  that  a  few  days  before  returned 
from  duty)  we  could  only  make  one  company  of  about  4.3 
men,  that  could  any  way  possibly  leave  their  fannlies  ; 
just  as  they  were  ready,  we  received  your  countenuand,  and 
dismissed  those  that  did  meet,  with  orders  for  them  to  be 
ready  on  the  earliest  notice. 

"  But  we  find,  upon  the  strictest  inquiry,  the  whole  re- 
giment, except  a  precious  few,  are  so  reluctant,  and  most 
of  them  so  disaffected,  that  little  or  no  dependence  can  be 
put  in  them  ;  numbers  daily  riding  about  the  county,  huz- 
zaing for  the  King  and  drinking  his  health  in  the  taverns. 
As  we  were  fearful  you  might  want  men,  hearing  the  mili- 
tia were  so  backward  in  Dutchess,  I  thought  it  best  to  or- 
der out  Lieutenant  Bower's  company,  who  arc  on  Conti- 
nental pay,  and  are  enlisted  till  the  first  of  -May  next,  to 
march  down  to  Fishkill,  and  receive  such  further  orders  as 
you  may  judge  fit  to  give  him,  as  Capt.  Gaaslibecbus'  peo- 
ple's time  is  out  the  14th  of  this  montli.  In  the  mean  lime, 
the  committee  here  will  endeavour  to  find  out,  and  get 
proof  of  the  transactions  of  the  enemies  of  the  Slate,  so  as 
to  justify  iheir  sending  ihcm  down  to  Fishkill,  to  be  dealt 
with  as  they  desire.  Should  Convention  not  want  this 
company  for  immediate  duty,  they  will  be  pleased  to  send 
them  back. 

"  Am,  gent,  with  great  respect, 

"Your  very  humble  servant, 

"PETER  R.  LIVINGSTON." 
The  Committee  of  Safety  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock  to- 
morrow mornino. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  no,  a.  m, 

Januanj  lOth,  1777, 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — James  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Roosevelt — New-York. 

Mr.  Conlinc,  Major  Parks — Ulster. 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  James  Livingston,  Mr.  If.  Sclienk— 
Dutchess. 

Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr,  William  Smith,  Mr.  Gelson— i'l/J/ij/fc.  S. 

Mr.  lAltie— Orange. 

Genl.  Morris — Westchester. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr,  Newkirk — Tryon. 

Major  Webster— CAar/oi(e, 

Whereas  a  number  of  hides  have  been  purchased  by 
the  Convention,  in  order  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  State  : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantinc  be  directed  to  collect  the 
said  hides,  and  get  the  said  hides  tanned  and  curried  on 
account  of  this  State,  taking,  for  the  expense  and  trouble 
of  tanning  and  currying  the  same,  the  one-half  of  all  the 
hides  which  he  shall  so  tan  and  curry,  and  deliver  the 
other  half  to  the  order  of  this  Committee,  or  the  Conven- 
tion of  this  State. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  consider  the  letter  of 
Lewis  McDonald,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Bedford, 
relative  to  the  prisoners  of  war  w^io  broke  their  parol  and 
escaped,  and  relative  to  the  poor  of  the  city  of  New- 
York,  was  read  and  agreed  to.  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  following  facts  and  resolutions  [be 
submitted]  to  wit : 
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Joseph  Woolcombc,  Wilham  Elder,  Richard  Brucre, 
Thomas  Remmington  Harris,  and  ^iamucl  Cox,  being 
prisoners  of  war  upon  parol  at  Bedford,  in  the  county  of 
Westchester,  have,  in  breach  of  their  parol,  gone  ofl' and 
joined  the  enemy,  leaving  sundry  of  their  ertects,  which 
are  now  in  possession  of  the  said  coiniuiitoe,  and  being 
considerably  indebted  for  their  board  and  lodgings  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Bedford  aforesaid.  That  the  ])oor  of  the 
city  of  New-York,  now  in  tlie  county  of  \\'esichester,  are 
greatly  distressed  for  want  of  clothes,  food,  <S:c. 

Thereupon  the  Committee  agreed  to  the  following  reso- 
lutions, to  wit : 

Whereas  Joseph  Welcombe,  William  Elder,  Richard 
Bruere,  Thomas  Remmington  Harris  and  Samuel  Cox, 
being  prisoners  of  war  upon  their  parol  of  honour,  at  Bed- 
ford, did  shamefully  run  olF,  in  breach  of  liieir  said  parol  : 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  His  Excellency 
General  Washington,  informing  him  thereof. 

And  whereas  the  said  Joseph  Welcombe,  William 
Elder,  Richard  Bruere,  Thomas  Remington  Harris  and 
Samuel  Cox  are  indebted  to  sundry  the  good  subjects  of 
this  Stale, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Bedford,  in  the  county 
of  Westchester,  sell  off  their  effects  at  public  vendue, 
giving  notice  thereof  at  least  ten  days  before  the  day  of 
sale  ;  and  out  of  the  moneys  arising  trom  such  sale,  pay 
the  debts  of  the  said  Joseph  Woolcombc,  William  Elder, 
Richard  Bruere,  Thomas  Remington  Harris  and  Samuel 
Cox,  and  account  with  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  for  such 
sums  as  may  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  said  committee, 
after  the  payment  of  the  said  debts. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  be  advanced 
to  the  committee  of  Bedford,  in  the  county  of  Westches- 
ter, to  be  accounted  for  to  the  Convention  ;  and  that  the 
said  committee  lake  such  measures  as  they  shall  think  ne- 
cessary to  provide  for  the  poor  of  the  city  of  New-York, 
within  the  said  county;  and  that  they  be  at  liberty  to  dis- 
miss any  of  those  who  they  may  not  conceive  proper  ob- 
jects of  charity,  or  employ  any  such  as  they  may  conceive 
capable  of  labour. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Mr. 
Philip  Leek,  one  of  the  committee  of  Bedford,  on  his  re- 
ceipt, the  said  sum  of  twenty  pounds,  to  be  applied  for  the 
support  of  the  said  poor,  and  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 
committee  of  Bedford  to  the  Convention  or  the  Commitiee 
of  Safety  of  this  State. 

Captain  John  A.  Bradt,  of  the  Albany  rangers,  applied 
for  clothing  for  his  men. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Bradt  apply  to  the  clothing  com- 
mittee, who  are  directed  to  furnish  Captain  Biaclt  with  I 
clothing,  agreeable  to  a  list  no>v  produced  ;  and  that  the 
said  clothing  be  charged  to  Captain  Bradt,  who  is  directed 
to  make  the  proper  stoppages  out  ot  the  payment  of  such 
of  his  men  as  do  not  enlist  in  Continental  service. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  be  made  out  for  Captain 
Bradt  and  his  officers. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  John 
Cregier,  the  sum  of  forty-eight  pounds  sixteen  shillings,  in 
full  for  his  services  as  a  rider,  to  the  thiny-first  day  ot  De- 
cember, agreeable  to  his  account,  audited  and  reported  this 
day. 

A  letter  from  General  Heath,  dated  yestcrdav,  accom- 
panying several  letters  from  the  ciiy  of  New-York,  was 
read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Pcekikill,  Jany.  9lh,  1777. 

"  Sir — Captain  Chew  has  just  come  to  this  place  with 
a  flag,  on  his  way  to  Fishkill,  to  solicit  the  permission  for 
Lady  Johnson  and  Mrs.  Cuylcr,  with  their  families  and 
effects,  to  pass  to  New-York.  1  have  thoiiiiht  it  improper 
to  allow  Captain  Chew  to  proceed  to  Fishkill,  but  have 
sent  forward  the  letters.  The  Honourable  Convention 
■will  act,  touching  the  premises,  as  to  them,  in  their  wis- 
dom, may  seem  fit.  Captain  Chew  returns  this  afternoon 
or  to-morrow  morning.  I  have  assured  him  that  as  soon  ' 
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as  the  Convention  shall  have  come  to  a  determination,  no- 
tice thereof  shall  be  sent  by  a  flag.  I  therefore  request  a 
decision  as  soon  as  convenient. 

"  1  am,  sir,  with  respect, 

"  Your  most  humble  servant, 

"W.  HEATH. 

'■  James  Livingston." 

The  several  letters  within  mentioned,  were  from  diffe- 
crent  persons  to  several  of  the  members,  soliciimt;  the 
Convention  to  permit  Lady  Johnson,  i\Irs.  Cuylcr,  uijr  of 
the  late  mayor  of  Albany,  and  a  certain  iMrs.  WilkiiiM>n  to 
go  to  their  husbands  in  iNew-York. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roosevelt  and  Mr.  Gelston  lie  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  the  said  letters,  and  report  whether  any 
of  them  are  improper  to  be  forwarded. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  reported  that  none  of  the  letters  conimii- 
ted  to  him  and  Mr.  Gelston,  contain  any  matters  injurunis 
to  the  country.  That  there  is  among  tlie  letters  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  directed  to  Mr.  Diiane  and  Peler  R. 
Livingston,  for  Anthony  Van  J)aur,  to  be  sent  to  Colonel 
Robert  R.  Livingston,  for  house  rent. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  deliver  or  send  the  letters 
to  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  respectively  directed,  and 
that  he  retain  said  money  until  furtlier  order  of  the  Con- 
vention of  this  State,  or  of  this  Committee. 


SATURDAY  MORxMNG, 

Jafiij.  llih,  1777.  •• 

Prese.vt — James  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chairman.  ■  ' 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Dnnscomb,  Mr.  Harper — A'ew-i'ork. 
Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Parks— CTsfer. 
Mr.  Little — Orange. 
Mr.  R.  I'ates,  Mr.  Taylor — ilbany. 

Mr.  Schenk,  .Mr.  Rob.  Livinsston,  .Mr.  Jas.  Livingston— OuJc/if  15. 
ivlr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  .Mr.  Newkirk — T njon. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Gnhloa— Suffolk. 
Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 
Mr.  Webster— C/iar/o//<. 

A  letter  from  General  Washington,  dated  at  Pluckemin, 
was  read,  and  follows,  to  wit ; 

"  Pluckemin,  January  9lh.  1777. 

"  Gentlemen — I  was  this  evening  honoured  wiih  your 
letter  of  the  first  instant,  and  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that 
the  situation  of  yo;ir  State  has  and  ever  will  claim  much 
of  my  attention.  I  am  sensible  of  its  importance  in  the 
grand  contest  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  of  the  unhap- 
py defection  of  loo  great  a  part  of  it.  However,  when 
1  (.General  Howe  had  drawn  a  part  of  his  army  into  Ji-r.-cy, 
and  Irom  the  movements  used,  from  a  variety  of  intclii- 
gcnce  through  different  channels,  had  determined  to  in- 
vade Pennsylvania  and  seize  Philadelphia,  I  thought  it  ex- 
pedient to  call  upon  General  Heath  for  such  succour  as  he 
could  give,  alter  leaving  what  appeared  a  sufficient  guird 
for  the  security  of  the  Highlands,  as  things  were  rin'um- 
stanccd  at  that  time.  I  am  happy  that  no  accident  lias  yet 
happened,  and  I  trust  none  will,  as  the  late  change  111  our 
affairs  in  this  quarter  has  justified  some  alteration  in  niv 
orders  to  him.  In  every  instance  I  must  attempt  to  direct 
such  forces  as  we  have'to  the  general  security  and  a.<  I'xi- 
trencies  may  require,  and  only  hope  my  exertions  may  he 
answered  with  success.  I  am  persuaded  lint  you  will 
think  that  there  was  much  occasion  for  the  aid  I  called  for 
at  the  time  the  application  was  made. 

"  I  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  kind  congra- 
tulations, and  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  our  ar- 
mies have  been  attended  with  further  succefs  in  a  late  at- 
tack upon  the  enemy.  On  Thur.'=day  evening  they  march- 
ed to  Trenton  with  their  collected  forces,  to  give  us  battle, 
and  to  possess  themselves  of  the  town  and  the  posts  on  the 
Delaware.  After  some  skirmishing  upon  the  approach, 
and  a  small  firing  from  artilleries  on  each  side  while  it  was 
'  light,  I  had  our  baggage  removed  as  silently  as  possible. 
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nd  about  12  o'clock  at  night  began  lo  march  with  our 
*  oons  (rom  Princeton,  where  I  expected  lo  find  a  coiisi- 
Jerable  force  and  probably  a  good  many  stores  ;  we  arriv- 
ed about  8  o'clock,  and  a  part  of  our  troops  had  a  small 
engagement  with  the  British  regiments  that  passed  them 
and  their  troops  of  horse  ;  the  enemy's  loss  was  about  100 
ilain  ;  the  number  wounded  is  not  yet  ascertained.  W  e 
have  two  hundred  prisoners  here,  and  from  the  information 
1  have  obtained,  I  have  much  reason  to  believe  that  near  a 
hundred  men  were  taken  in  ilieir  confused  and  precipitate 
retreat,  and  which  are  conducted  toward  Pennsylvania. 
Upon  the  whole,  I  think  their  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and 
taken  prisoners,  cannot  be  less  than  five  hundred.  This 
piece  of  good  fortune  is  counterbalanced  by  the  fall  of 
General  Mercer,  a  brave  and  good  officer,  and  seven  or  eight 
more,  with  about  thirty  privates.  The  enemy  have  return- 
ed and  are  now  at  Brunswick  and  Bound  Brook,  from 
the  reports  of  all  our  parties  of  intelligence.  We  design- 
ed to  have  proceeded  to  the  former  ;  but  before  we  could 
get  the  least  refreshment,  the  army  that  had  gone  to  Tren- 
ton returned  to  Princeton,  which  obliged  us  to  decline  the 
enterprise. 

"  i  after  S  o'clock,  P.  31. 

"  I  have  this  minute  received  a  letter  from  (ieneral  ^Max- 
well,  advising  that  a  parly  of  militia  attacked  sixty  Wal- 
deckers  this  morning ;  killed  ten,  and  took  the  rest  prisoners. 

"  I  shall  take  an  opportunity  [lo  consider  the  case  of] 
Sir  John  Johnson,  if  his  situation  is  such  as  to  bring 
him  under  my  cognizance  ;  and  if  I  should  think  his  being 
out  will  not  be  attended  with  more  bad  than  good  conse- 
quences. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
"With  great  esteem, 

"  Gentn.  your  obedt.  servant, 

"  GEO.  WASHINGTON." 

A  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  President  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  was  received  by  express,  and  read 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

["circular.] 

"Baltimore,  Deer.  30th,  1776. 

"Gentlemen — Ever  attentive  lo  ihe  security  of  civil 
liberty,  I  have  consented  to  the  vesting  such  powers  in  the 
military  department  as  those  which  the  enclosed  resolves 
convey  to  the  Continental  Commander-in-Chief,  as  the 
situation  of  public  affairs  requires  at  this  crisis  a  de- 
cision and  vigour,  which  distance  and  numbers  deny  to 
the  Assembly,  far  removed  from  each  other,  and  from  the 
immediate  seat  of  war. 

"The  strength  and  progress  of  the  enemy  joined  to  the 
prospects  of  considerable  reinforcements  have  rendered  it 
not  only  necessary  that  the  American  force  should  lie  aug- 
mented beyond  what  Congress  had  heretofore  designed, 
but  that  it  should  be  brought  into  the  field  with  all  possi- 
ble expedition.  These  considerations  induced  Congress 
to  request  in  the  most  earnest  manner  that  the  fullest  in- 
fluence of  your  State  may  be  exerted  to  aid  in  such  levies 
as  the  General  shall  direct,  in  consequence  of  the  powers 
now  given  him;  and  that  your  quuia  of  battalions  form- 
ing, may  be  completed  with  all  the  despatch  that 
an  ardent  desire  to  secure  the  public  happiness  can  dic- 
tate. 

"I  have  the  Iionour  to  be, 
"With  every  sentiment  of  csicem,  gentlemen, 
"  Your  most  obt.  servant, 
"JOHN  HANCOCK,  President. 
"P.  S.    To  the  resolve  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
sundry  articles  and  the  other  resolves  I  enclose,  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  your  particular  niieniidn.    I  congratulate  you  on 
the  success  of  General  W.ishinglon  in  the  Jerseys.  The 
particulars  you  will  find  in  the  paper  enclosed. 

"The  enclosed  packet  I  beg  the  favour,  yon  will  please 
to  order  to  be  forwarded  by  a  fresh  express  to  General 
Schuyler  immediately  ;  and  1  further  request  you  will  give 


my  -express  the  best  route  to  Boston,  and  pray  direct  him 
to  use  all  despatch  on  his  journey. 

"  To  the  Honble.  Ihe  Convention, 

of  llic  Sl.nto  of  ^t•w-York." 

The  papers  inclosed  in  and  referred  to  in  the  letter  of 
the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  were, 

1st.  A  resolution  passed  Deceinher  the  11th  Inst,  recom- 
mending a  day  for  fasting  and  prayer  to  be  appointed  in 
each  Stale,  and  a  general  reforinaiioii  of  manners. 

2nd.  A  resolution  of  December  2:ird,  direciin:;  the  re- 
ceipts of  all  moneys  received  for  the  use  of  the  militia  to 
be  transmitted  lo  the  pay-mastcr-general,  that  stoppages 
may  be  made. 

3rd.  A  resolution  dated  December  .31,  that  the  resolve 
prohihitiiig  the  exportation  of  staves  and  other  lumber, 
cease. 

4th.  A  resolution  of  December  30th,  proliihilin"-  the  ex- 
portation of  bacon,  salted  beef  and  pork,  &c. 

5th.  Sundry  resolutions  dated  Deer.  27lh,  giviiifj  Gene- 
ral Washinriton  extraonlinary  powers  for  six  monliis,  and 
on  many  other  siiiijccts. 

The  before  mentioned  letters  and  inclosnres  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  whole  of  them  he  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee lo  consist  of  iMr.  Robert  Yates,  Mr.  Taylor  and 
^Ir.  Morris. 

A  letter  fmm  Joab  Hoisingion,  Esq.  major  of  the  four 
companies  of  rangers,  raised  in  ihc  counties  of  Cumber- 
land and  Glonccsier.  dated  at  Fishkill,  this  day.  staling 
that  lie  had  paid  all  the  money  he  received  from  the  Con- 
vention to  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command,  and 
for  necessary  supplies;  and  being  detained  much  longer 
than  we  expected,  had  become  destitute  of  money  to  bear 
his  expenses  in  returninrr  home. 

Ordf-red,  Thai  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Mr. 
Hoisingion  on  his  receipt,  the  sum  of  thirteen  pounds  6 
shillings  and  3  pence,  in  belialf  of  his  pay,  as  major  of  the 
four  companies  of  rangers,  raised  in  the  counties  of  (Glou- 
cester and  (^timlierlarid,  in  order  lo  enable  liim  to  return  lo 
Gloucester  conniv. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 


DIE  LUNtE,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

.  .,       .    .       January  ISth,  1777. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  lo  adjoiirnmcnl. 

Present — Tames  Livinjston,  Fsqr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Robert  Harper,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Dunscoinbe,  JNIr. 
Jay — New-  York. 

Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Robert  Yates,  Col.  P.  R.  Livingston,  Mr. 
Taylor — Jilhamj. 

.Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  GvU'.on— Suffolk. 
Mr.  Canlinc,  .Major  Parks— t'/.vicr. 
Mr.  Morris,  Genl.  Morris — Weslchestcr. 
Mr.  Little  — Oran§-e. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkcrk — Tryon. 

Mr.  James  Livinislon.  Mr.  Henry  Sclienk — Dutchess.  , 

Mr.  Slephens,  Mr.  Sessions — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Webster— C/iar/o»e. 

Ordered,  That  Judge  Graham,  on  account  of  his  long 
absence,  be  taken  off  the  cominillee  for  arranging  the 
army;  and  that  any  majoiiiy  of  the  remaining  members  of 
that  committee  be  a  qiiornm. 

Mr.  Duane  informed  the  Comniillee  of  Safely  that  Co- 
lonel Flenry  B.  Livinii^i'on  is  in  want  of  cash  for  recruiting 
his  regiment.  That  ahhonijh  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
pounds  heretofore  advanced  to  him,  for  that  purpose,  is  not 
yet  expended  m  bipimiies,  yet  the  same  isoiii  in  the  hands 
of  recruiting  otficers,  and  he  is  thereby  slraiglilcned  in  mo- 
ney to  advance  IkiiiiiIv  1<>  his  recruits. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Colonel  Flenry  B.  Livingston,  on  his  receipt,  the  further 
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sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  for  the  purpose 
of  recruiting  the  regiment  raising  m  tins  8talc  lor  Conti- 
nental service,  whereof  he  is  Colonel. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  case  of 
Major  Colden,  and  of  the  resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, and  after  some  time  spent  therein. 

Ordered,  That  tiie  further  consideration  tliereof  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hallet's  accouni.s  of  the  sloop  Nancy,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee,  consist- 
ing of  Mr.  Roosevelt  and  Mr.  P.  R.  Livin<:jton. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McKesson  wait  on  General  Schuy- 
ler, which  being  done,  the  General  returned  with  tiie  Se- 
cretary, and  informed  the  Committee  of  Safely  tint  sundry 
subjects  on  which  he  intended  to  apply  to  the  Honourable 
Body,  are  fully  answered  by  letters  winch  he  has  received 
from  Congress.  But  he  has  yet  several  matters  of  impor- 
tance, and  therefore  requests  that  a  commiuee  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  him  on  tliose  matters. 

Ordered,  thereupon,  That  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Jay  and 
Mr.  Morris  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  General  Schuy- 
ler. 

The  Commiuee  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
draft  of  a  letter  to  Governor  I'rumbull,  reported  on  Satur- 
day. Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  draft  be  recommitted  to  the 
same  committee,  with  the  addition  of  Mr.  Duane,  who  is 
hereby  added  to  the  said  committee. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  then  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  a.  m. 

Ja7iuarij  14,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PaESEN'T — James  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chairman. 
Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Dunscorab,  Mr.  Robert  Harper — 
yew-York. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  Gclslon— ^'-^/o/fc. 
Mr.  Little— Orunje. 

Mr.  Robert  Yales,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Taylor,  Colonel  P.  R. 
Livingston — llbany. 

Col.  Humphrey,  Mr.  Jas.  Livingston,  Major  Schenk— DutcAesj. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper— Tri/on. 

Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Cantine,  Major  Parks— L7s(cr. 

Mr.  Morris— IV'csic/i£s(«r. 

Major  Websler—CAar/o»c. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  to 
enable  the  several  county  cuininittccs  to  defray  their  con- 
tingent charges,  reported  that, 

"  Whereas  application  haili  been  made  by  the  com- 
mittees of  several  of  ihe  counties  in  ilns  Stale,  for  a  loan 
of  moneys  to  defray  the  coniinircnt  ciiarges  that  have  ac- 
crued in  their  respective  counties  :  And  where.\s  there  is 
no  fund  in  any  of  ihe  counties  by  which  ihey  may  be  able 
to  discharge  any  public  delils  that  may  Invc  been  contrac- 
ted, nor  any  mode  as  vet  prescribed  to  lax  the  iniiabitants  : 
And  whereas  it  is  higlily  expedient  that  ihe  sums  of  mo- 
ney be  granted  by  way  of  a  loan,  on  ihc  credit  of  the  se- 
veral counties  hercaflcr  mentioned,  to  defray  contingent 
and  necessary  county  cliar-.'cs:  „  ,  , 

"  Resolved,  therefore,  That  ihis  Convention  will  lend, 
on  the  credit  of  the  couniies  so  applying,  a  sum  of  money, 
in  the  following  proportions,  vizl :  To  the  county  of 
Dutchess,  a  sum  of  monev  net  exceeding  one  thousand 
pounds  ;  to  the  county  of  Ulslcr,  a  sum  not  exceeding  six 
hundred  pounds  ;  to  the  counly  of  Oranac,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding five  hundred  pound.,;  to  the  county  of  Tryon,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  eight  luindred  pn.iiids  ;  and  to  the  coun- 
ty of  Cumberland,  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  hundred 
pounds. 


"  That  such  sums  shall  be  issued  out  of  the  treasury  on 
application  of  the  committees  ot  said  respective  counties, 
by  draft  on  the  President,  signed  by  the  chairman,  aiieslcd 
by  the  clerk,  and  attended  with  a  copy  of  the  resolution 
and  names  of  the  committee,  authorizing  such  application; 
which  draft  and  resolution  certified  in  like  manner,  .shall  be 
suiHcient  authority  to  the  President,  or  Vice-President,  or 
in  either  absence,  and  the  recess  of  Convention,  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  to  issue  his  warrant 
to  the  Treasurer  for  payment. 

"  That  the  sums  so  lent  shall  be  a  charge  against  the  se- 
veral counties  for  whose  use  the  same  shall  be  advanced, 
and  shall  be  so  charged  by  the  Treasurer  on  pavment  of 
the  several  warrants;  and  such  counties  shall  be  liaiile  to 
replace  the  same  accordingly,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
directed  by  the  Convenlionor  Legislature  of  this  State. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  committees  of  the  several  counties 
be,  and  hereby  are,  directed  lo  return  an  account  to  this 
Convention  or  a  future  Legislature,  of  the  expenditure  of 
all  and  every  of  the  sums  which  heretofore  have  been  lent, 
or  shall  be  advanced  to  their  respective  couniies  for  the 
contingent  charges  thereof,  and  their  accounts  and  vou- 
chers." 

A  petition  from  the  districts  of  Claverack,  Rensselaer- 
wyck  and  Kings,  in  the  county  of  Albany,  relative  to  the 
disaffection  of  the  commitlee  men  and  field  oificers  of  the 
militia  in  Kinderhook  district,  with  an  affidavit  of  John 
Van  Alstyne  relative  thereto,  were  read  and  referred  to  Mr. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Taylor  and  Colonel  Livingston. 

A  letter  from  the  Reverend  Mr.  Rysdeck,  wiih  a  Dutch 
translation  of  the  address  of  the  Convention  of  ihis  State 
to  their  constituents,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roosevelt  and  Mr.  Robert  Yates  be 
a  committee  to  examine  the  same,  and  lo  confer  wiih  Mr. 
Yates  on  the  subject. 

Whereas  Messrs.  Sessions  and  Stephens,  Representa- 
tives of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  have  applied  for  a  sum 
of  money  on  account  of  their  w.'gesas  Representatives  m 
Convention,  which  by  reason  of  their  distance  from  the 
said  counly  and  the  dilhcully  of  conveyance,  hath  not  been 
furnished  by  ihe  county  committee  : 

Resolved,  therefore,  Tliat  the  Chairman  of  this  Co.mmit- 
tee  of  Safety,  issue  his  warrant  to  the  Treasurer,  to  ad- 
vance to  the  said  members,  or  either  of  them,  for  the  use 
aforesaid,  the  sum  of  seventy  pounds,  to  be  charged  to  the 
said  county,  and  accounted  tor  by  them  to  the  counly  com- 
mitlee, and  the  same  be  considered  in  part  of  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  pounds  ordered  to  be  lent  to  the  said  county 
by  the  preceding  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate,  advance  to 
Captain  Robert  Castle,  the  sum  of  eighty  pounds,  on  ac- 
count of  the  wages  and  siil)sislcnce  of  himself  and  the 
crew  of  tlie  armed  sloop  Camden,  fitted  out  by  order  of 
the  secret  committee  for  obstructing  Hudson's  river,  ana 
for  the  same  against  the  depredations  of  the  enemy. 

Ordered,  I'hat  Captain  Castle,  do  without  delay  make 
out  his  whole  account  against  the  Convention  of  this  State 
anil  transmit  the  same. 

W  iiEUEAS  Colonel  Cornelius  Humphrey,  a  member  of 
the  House,  has  with  a  spirit  of  economy,  like  a  generous 
patriot,  offeicd  to  lake  the  command  of  a  number  of  volun- 
teers, who  are  willing  to  serve  their  country  at  this  impor- 
tant conjuncture  ; 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  Colonel  Humphrey  be  appoint- 
ed lo  take  the  command  of  such  volunteers,  with  the  lank 
of  colonel ;  that  they  be  formed  into  a  regiment  to  con- 
tinue in  service  for  six  weeks  from  the  lime  ot  their  march- 
iiia,  unless  sooner  discharged,  and  that  they  repair  with 
the  utmost  expedition  to  Pcekskill,  and  put  themselves 
under  ihe  direction  of  ihe  commiltee  for  carrying  on  an  ex- 
pedition in  Westchester  counly,  &:c.  That  Colonel  Hum- 
phrey be  also  authorized  lo  enrol  in  the  said  regiment  of 
volunteers,  such  officers  as  in  his  opiiuon  will  be  most  ser- 
viceable on  this  occasion,  and  that  the  officers,  non-co.n- 
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missioned  officers  and  privates  be  allowed  Continental  pay 
and  rations. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  delivered  to  Colonel 
Humphreys,  and  that  the  Chairman  transmit  a  copy  to  the 
secret  committee  now  in  Westchester  county,  requesting 
tliem  to  give  tiie  necessary  direciions  relative  tiiereto. 

The  Committee  being  informed  lliat  the  sick  in  the  hos- 
pital at  this  place  are  very  much  neglected, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantine,  iMr.'Sciienk  and  Mr.  Tay- 
lor be  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  slate  of  the  hospital 
at  this  place,  and  report  without  delay. 

A  letter  from  Digby  Odium,  setting  forth  his  former 
services,  and  praying  his  birthright  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  of 
arrangement. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  dated  the  ninth 
instant,  relating  to  the  Continental  loan  office,  and  the 
depreciation  of  the  Continental  money,  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Robert  Yates. 

The  report  of  the  committee  permitting  inoculations  for 
the  small  pox  under  certain  restrictions,  was  read. 
On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  committed  to  Mr.  Duane 
for  revisal,  who  is  requested  to  report  the  same  to-morrow 
morning. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  draft  of  a  let- 
ter to  Governor  Trumbull,  on  the  subject  of  the  prohibition 
of  merchandise  being  brought  into  tliis  Stale,  from  or  tlirougli 
Connecticut,  reported  tlie  same  as  amended  by  tiiem,  which 
was  read  and  approved  of,  in  tlie  words  following,  to  wit  : 

"  Sir — The  Committee  have  received  your  favour  of 
the  first  instant,  and  direct  me  to  inform  Your  Excellency, 
that  although  the  expedient  mentioned  therein  may  tend, 
in  some  sort,  to  alleviate  the  difficulties  which  ihis  State 
labour  under  by  the  embargo  laid  in  Connecticut,  yet  we 
arc  of  opinion  that  it  will  not  entirely  remove  them,  and  at 
the  same  time  in  so  far  as  that  embargo  relates  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  State,  it  will  much  injure  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut. 

"You  must  be  sensible,  sir,  that  at  present  all  the  arti- 
cles of  foreign  produce  which  we  can  obtain,  must  come 
to  us  through  the  eastern  or  southern  States.  No  fact  can 
be  clearer  than  this,  that  every  restraint  on  trade  enhances 
the  price  of  commodities.  The  impediments,  therefore, 
in  our  commerce  through  your  Stale,  will  naturally  turn 
the  channel  of  it  to  the  southward.  IS'ow,  sir,  it  being  evi- 
dent that  the  bringing  of  goods  through  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut must  enrich  that  State  by  Uie  whole  expense  at- 
tending land  carriage,  it  is  equally  evident  that  every  dis- 
couragement must  work  a  considerable  loss  to  that  Stale. 

"  1  am  further  to  observe  to  you,  sir,  that  this  Stale  is, 
of  all  others,  in  the  most  distressed  situation,  and  every 
aggravation  of  our  distresses  will,  you  are  sensible,  put 
new  arguments  into  the  mouths  of  the  disaffected,  who  let 
slip  no  opportunity  of  painting  in  the  liveliest  colours  the 
benefits  we  should  receive  from  an  immediate  submission 
10  that  power,  whose  tyranny  and  barbarity  all  good  men 
view  witli  abhorrence.  Merchants  belongiiiK  to  the  Stale 
of  New-York  have  retired  to  Connecticut  for  the  sake  of 
commerce,  and  by  their  personal  property  the  trade  of 
yqur  Slate  hath  been  much  increased.  Now,  it  is  evident, 
where  merchants  of  this  State  bring  commodities  into  Con- 
necticut on  their  own  account,  it  is  certainly  just  and  right 
to  furnish  such  commodities  intended  for  the  use  of  our 
inhabitants,  with  a  free  passage  through  Connecticut. 

"  The  Commiliee  have  too  good  an  opinion  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Connecticut  to  suppose  that  they  had  it  in  idea 
to  cut  off  the  communication  between  this  Stale  and  the 
seaports  to  the  eastward  of  us,  in  order  to  reduce  the  price 
of  commodities  in  those  ports.  Their  good  sense  would 
certainly  teach  them  the  inelTiciency  of  such  violent  remedy, 
and  their  humanity  would  forbid  ihem  to  employ  it. 

"  Besides  this,  the  great  exertions  which  you  have  made 
'n  the  common  cause,  forbid  us  to  harbour  such  suspicions. 


We  seek  for  the  source  of  that  embargo  in  your  own  ne- 
cessities, and  the  avarice,  rapacity  and  extortion  of  your 
neighbours,  through  the  just  resentment  of  which  you  have 
neglected  that  atlenlion  which  otherwise  would  liave  been 
paid  to  this  State.  We  shall,  therefore,  submit  it  to  your 
Excellency,  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  lo  sutler  all 
such  goods  to  pass  through  Conneclicut  into  ihis  Slaie,  as 
shall  appear  by  a  proper  certificate  from  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  where  the  same  have  been  purchased  to  the 
eastward  of  your  State  for  the  use  of  our  inhabiianis. 

"  As  to  such  commodities  as  merchants  of  ihis  .Stale 
have  imported  into  Conneclicut  for  the  use  of  your  inhabi- 
tants, such  a  general  resolution  we  conceive  to  be  cniireiy 
within  equity  of  your  law,  and  would,  we  imagine,  remove 
the  uneasiness  which  our  constituents  now  labour  under. 

"  The  general  power  given  to  Mr.  Canfield  cannot  clTec- 
tuate  these  good  purposes,  since  lie  cannot,  on  all  occa- 
sions, be  a  proper  judge  of  our  wants,  or  be  able  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  proprietor  of  goods  does  really  stand  in 
need  of  them  for  the  use  of  his  family. 

"  The  Committee  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  you  will 
act  on  this  as  you  have  done  on  every  other  occasion  in 
which  the  general  good  of  America  hath  been  concerned, 
and  exert  yourself  to  the  utmost  to  promote  that  concord, 
unanimity  and  good  neighbourhood,  which  is  necessary, 
not  only  for  the  Stales  of  Conneclicut  and  New-York,  and 
also  for  the  great  cause  in  which  they  are  so  deeply  en- 
gaged. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

"  With  great  respect,  your  most 

"  Obedient  and  humble  servant. 
'■_His  Excellency  Govern.  Tbumbull." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  llie  Presi- 
dent, and  transmitted. 


WEDNESDAY  iVIORNING, 
Fishkill,  Jany.  I5lh, 
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Present — James  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chairman. 
Mr.  Dunsc-omb,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Harper — Kcw-Vork. 
Mr.  Coiitinc,  Mr,  Farks— Ulster. 
Mr.  Little — Orange. 

Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 

Col.  P.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Taylor,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr 
Yates — Albany. 

Mr.  John  Schenk,  Mr.  Henry  Livingston,  Mr.  Henry  Sclienk — Dutch 


R. 


Mr.  Harper — Tnjon.  ,   ,-  ,  ,     ,    :  ■  • 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Gelston— S(//o/fc.  :■     r  • 

Mr.  Morris—  IVcstchester . 
Mr.  V:cbAleT— Charlotte. 

A  letter  from  Captain  Samuel  Tudor,  at  Poughkecpsie, 
dated  Jany.  14th,  recommending  that  the  ship  carpenters 
be  employed  in  cutting  limber  for  a  74  gun  siiip,  instead 
of  employing  them  on  the  ships  in  the  cold  season,  was 
read  and  referred  lo  Captain  Schenk,  Colonel  Livingston 
and  Mr.  Roosevelt. 

A  letter  from  Philip  Bartill,  of  Claverack,  informing  of 
his  ill  state  of  health,  and  requesting  permission  lo  resign 
his  commission  as  ensign  in  the  eighth  regiment  of  mililia, 
whereof  RoLort  Van  Ren.sselaer  is  colonel,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Philip  Bartill's  resignation  be 
accepted  ;  that  Jacob  Blanler,  Junr.  be  appointed  in  his 
stead,  and  that  a  commission  issue  immediaielv. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  Schenk  be  added  to  the  com- 
mittee for  exploring  mines  and  making  assays  in  sulphur, 
&c. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  issue  to  the  following  per- 
sons in  Col.  P.  R.  Livingston's  regiment  of  inililia,  in  the 
manor  of  Livingston,  to  wit : 

Samuel  Ten  Broeck,  1st  major,  vice  John  R.  Living- 
ston, resigned. 

Dirck  Jansen,  2nd  Major,  vice  Saml.  Ten  Bioeck,  pro- 
moted. ... 
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Hindreck  Pulver,  captain  of  the  ninth  company,  vice 
PelPjs  Van  Gaasbeeck,  promoted  m  Continental  service. 

Leonard  Ten  Broeck,  captain  of  the  first  company,  vice 
Dirk  Janson,  promoted. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto 
Abraham  Goodwin  the  sum  of  eight  pounds,  for  riding  ex- 
press into  New-Jersey  witli  dcspatciies  to  General  Wa- 
shington and  General  Geo.  Clinton. 

Isaac  Roosevelt  and  Peier  R.  Livingston,  Esqrs.  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  account  of  Joseph 
Hallet,  respecting  the  hire  and  demurrage  of  the  sloop 
Nancy,  John  Harrison,  master,  from  New-York  to  Bor- 
deau.\,  in  France,  and  back  to  New-York  again  ;  reported 
that  ihey  have  examined  the  minutes  of  Consress,  and 
find  that  on  the  15th  September,  1775,  Messrs.  Jacob  Van 
Zandt,  Henry  Remsen  and  Louis  Pritard,  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  employ  a  vessel,  and  to  despatch  her,  with 
proper  directions,  to  purchase  gunpowder  and  arms,  and 
that  they  were  supplied  with  £4,000  out  of  the  treasury 
for  that  purpose. 

That  they  were  directed  that  if  neither  gunpowder  nor 
arms  could  be  obtained,  to  lay  out  the  whole  money  in  salt- 
petre, and  if  no  saltpetre,  then  to  purchase  20  tons  of  lead, 
and  the  residue  of  the  said  money  be  invested  in  blankets 
fit  for  soldiers;  and  if  no  blankets,  then  coarse  woollens 
for  soldiers'  clothing,  &c. 

That  on  the  21st  of  October  following,  Mr.  Van  Zandt, 
in  behalf  of  the  committee,  reported  that  thev  had  char- 
tered a  vessel  for  £.')50  sterling  ;  that  she  was  to  go  to  sun- 
dry places  to  obtain  those  articles  they  were  directed  to 
purchase  ;  that  said  vessel  was  to  lay  40  working  days  to 
receive  her  cargo ;  that  after  such  lime  they  were  to  allow 
40s.  sterling  per  day,  demurrage. 

That  the  Congress  then  ordered  an  entry  to  be  made 
that  they  approved  of  the  contract  so  reported. 

That  the  committee  had  compared  the  said  account  with 
the  said  reported  contract,  and  lind  it  agreeable  to  the  same, 
and  therefore  allow  it  to  be  right,  and  that  the  sum  ot 
jCl,204,  currency,  is  justly  due. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Henrv 
Remsen,  Esqr.  or  his  order,  the  sum  of  one  tliuusand  two 
hundred  and  four  pounds,  in  full  for  the  freight  and  demur- 
rage of  the  sloop  Nancy,  as  stated  in  the  before  meniioned 
account,  on  the  voyage  from  the  city  of  New-\  ork  to  Bor- 
deau.x,  in  France,  agreeable  to  the  contract  for  that  pur- 
pose, made  between  the  said  Joseph  Hallet,  of  the  one 
part,  and  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  and  Lewis  Pmlard  and 
Henry  Remsen,  Esqrs.  on  behalf  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  this  Stale,  on  the  other  part,  and  take  a  receipt  in 
full  for  the  same. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
committee  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerweyck,  Ciaverack 
and  Kings  districts,  in  the  county  of  Albany,  (the  same 
being  read  and  approved  of  in  the  general  county  commit- 
tee, at  the  city  of  Albany,  the  8th  of  January,  1777.)  pray- 
ing the  removal  of  sundry  of  the  field  oliiccrs  in  Minders- 
hook  district,  and  appointing  others  in  ihcir  stcid,  report- 
ed that  the  conduct  of  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of 
said  district,  who  have  repeatedly  rather  retarded  and  pre- 
vented any  aid  from  said  regiment  in  times  ot  the  greatest 
need,  than  using  their  authority  in  forwarding  the  same  ; 
and  that  they  were  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  removals 
of  Colonel  Andries  Witbeck,  Lieutcnant-(  ^iloncl  Barcnt 
Vanderpoole,  Major  Lawrence  Goos.  .\djutanl  Isaac  Van- 
derpoo!  and  Quarter-Master  John  D.  Goes,  be  immediately 
issued  ;  and  that  the  following  gentlemen  be  immediatelv 
put  in  commission,  to  wit  :  Abraham  \  an  .Alslin,  colonel  ; 
Philip  Van  Alstyne,  lieiit.  colonel  ;  Isaac  (Iocs,  first  maior  ; 
John  M.  Van  Alstyn,  adjutant,  and  'I'ohias  1).  Van  Bucn, 
quarter-master,  agreeable  to  the  prayer  oi  said  petition. 

Which  said  report  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  issue  immediately  to  the 
gentlemen  recommended  by  the  said  committee  for  field 
officers  in  said  district,  instead  of  those  superseded. 


Mr.  Duane,  to  whom  was  committed  the  report  of  a 
committee,  with  certain  resolutions,  lor  allowing  or  permit- 
ting inoculation  for  the  small  pox,  reported  the  same  as 
revised  by  him,  was  read  and  agreed  to,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Whereas  a  number  of  persons  belonging  to  the  army  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  in  the  last  campaign  to  the 
northward,  suffered  much  by  the  small  pox,  and  many  of 
them  were  deprived  of  their  lives  by  Uiat  disor.ler,  in  a 
most  cruel  and  distressed  situation,  having  no  place  proper 
for  their  accommodation  in  such  a  difficult  and  daiiizcrous 
disease  :  And  whereas  by  reason  of  the  disbanding  and 
returning  home  of  said  troops,  the  disorder  is  spread 
through  dilferent  parts  of  this  State,  greatly  to  the  injury 
of  the  inhabitants, 

Resolved,  therefore,  Thai  the  resolution  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,  passed  on  the  13th  day  of  December,  1775, 
be  and  is  hereby  suspended  until  the  1st  day  of  April  next  ; 
and  that  any  proper  person  in  prison  or  persons  skilled  in 
the  practice  of  inoculation,  shall  be  permitted  to  inocu- 
late within  this  State  (except  in  the  county  of  Westchester 
and  the  lower  end  of  llie  county  of  Orange),  in  such  places 
as  the  committee  in  every  town,  manor,  precinct  or  dis- 
trict shall  think  proper,  till  the  first  day  of  April  as  afore- 
said, consistent  with  the  welfare  of  this  Stale. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  printed  and  published  in 
handbills. 

The  petition  of  Mary  Hand'y,  the  wife  of  Edward 
Ilandly,  requesting  permission  to  go  into  New-York  to 
bring  from  there,  such  of  their  children  as  are  there  and 
her  husband,  who  is  sick  and  often  deranged  ;  also  the  pe- 
tition of  Bridget  Morgan,  aged  13  years,  and  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Morgan,  of  the  city  of  New-York,  cordwainer, 
praving  a  permit  to  return  to  her  parents,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  a  pennit  be  granted  to  the  said  Mary 
Handly  and  the  said  Bridget  Morgan,  to  go  to  New-York, 
similar  to  that  which  was  lately  grained  to  Mr.  Hazard  for 
thai  purpose. 

Mr.  Sclienk,  from  the  cominiUee  appointed  to  examine 
and  inquire  into  the  slate  of  the  hospital  at  ihis  place,  re- 
ported that  the  sick  in  the  hospital  have  suffered  much  for 
want  of  nurses,  beds,  and  attendance,  together  with  the  bad- 
ness of  the  house  in  which  the  said  hospital  is  ke[)t ;  that 
from  the  best  information  the  committee  could  collect,  some 
of  those  obstacles  will  soon  be  removed,  as  carpenters  are 
at  work  repairing  the  hospital,  and  beds  are  making  ;  that 
nurses  are  of  the  utmost  importance  and  none  can  be  pro- 
cured at  this  place.  The  committee  are  therefore  of  opi- 
nion that  so  many  as  are  necessary  may  be  hired  from 
among  those  women  who  are  supported  by  the  Stale. 

Which  report  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  committee  be  directed  and  au- 
thorized to  give  the  surgeon  or  superintendent  of  the  hos- 
pital all  the  aid  and  advice  they  shall  deem  necessary  for 
the  public  service. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Ro- 
bert Benson  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  for  so  much  by  hini 
advanced  to  I-'atrick  McClosky,  an  express  rider  froin  the 
Honourable  Continental  Congress,  to  defray  the  expense 
of  his  journey  from  this  place  to  the  Stales  of  Connecticut 
and  Massach'isetls  ;  that  the  same  be  charged  to  Continen- 
tal account. 

Colo.  Livingston,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  letter  from  Samuel  Tudor,  delivered  in  their  re- 
port, in  the  form  of  a  resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed 
to,  in  the  words  following  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  master  builders  appointed  to  build 
ihe  Continental  frigates  at  Poiighkeepsie,  employ  such  of 
iho  ship  carpenters  as  can,  with  the  approbation  of  the  su- 
l>erintendents,  be  spared  from  the  public  work  in  which 
they  are  now  engaged,  in  cutting  such  timber,  in  such  pla- 
ces where  it  can  be  procured  most  conveniently,  as  ihey 
sliall  jiidae  suitable  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  ship  of  74 
guns,  and  have  the  same  drawn  out  to,  or  near  such  roads  or 
places,  as  they  shall  judge  proper,  and  wliere  such  timber 
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vrill  be  least  in  danger  of  being  destroyed  ;  and  that  this 
Committee,  or  the  Convention,  will  advance  the  money  to 
pay  the  expenses  attending  ilie  procuring  such  timber,  (ihe 
accounts  to  be  signed  by  tiie  master  builders,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,)  of  which  the  superintendents  are  directed  to 
have  a  separate  account  from  those  kept  for  the  other 
ships." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Bur- 
ling, and  another  transmitted  to  Mr.  Tudor. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 


THURSDAY  MORNING, 

FishUll,  Jang,  16th,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — James  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chairman. 
Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Roosevelt— iVcw-Forfc. 
Col.  Livingston,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Rob.  Yates,  Mr.  Taylor— 
Mbany. 

Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 

Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Gelston— Su/o/fc. 

Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Cantine — Vlsier. 

Mr.  H.  Schenk,  Mr.  Jno.  Schenk — Dutchess. 

Col.  Drake,  Mr.  Morris — Westchester. 

Mr.  Little — Orange. 

Mr.  Webster— C/ia)  /o«e. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Livingston  and  Mr.  Roosevelt 
be  added  to  the  committee  for  audiiing  accounts,  and  that 
any  three  of  the  said  commiilee  be  a  quorum. 

Resolved,  That  Col.  H.  B.  Livingston  be  requested  to 
send  an  officer  to  forts  Montgomery  and  Constitution,  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  those  garrisons  ;  as  to  the  number 
of  men,  and  the  corps  to  whicli  they  respectively  belong ; 
and  that  he  inform  the  Commiilee  of  the  result  of  the  bu- 
siness with  all  possible  despatch. 

A  letter  from  Col.  Cornelius  Humphrey,  requesting  that 
he  be  authorized  to  appoint  Wm.  B.  Alger,  paymaster  to 
the  regiments  of  volunteers  raising,  and  to  be  under  his 
command. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Humphrey  be,  and  he  is  liere- 
by,  authorized  to  appoint  Wm.  B.  Alger,  Paymaster  to  the 
regiment  of  volunteers  under  his  command. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Duane,  IMr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Robert 
Yates,  be  a  committee  for  devising  ways  and  means,  for 
providing  blankets  and  stockings  lor  the  troops  raising  in 
this  State. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  Gerard  Bancker,  Esqr. 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  Vice-Treasurer  of  this  State, 
and  that  he  be  allowed  a  salary  after  the  rate  of  £300  per 
annum,  to  commence  on  the  2Sth  day  of  August,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  be  added  to  the 
committee  for  detecting  conspiracies,  ikc.  until  the  return 
of  a  sufTicient  number  of  the  members  of  that  committee, 
who  are  now  absent,  to  form  a  quorum. 

A  pay  roll  of  Jacob  Brewster,  a  lieutenant,  and  Corne- 
lius Clark,  Zophar  Hawkins  and  Jacob  Jones,  privates,  of 
Captain  Selah  Strong's  company,  in  Colonel  Josiah  Smith's 
company,  wlio  joined  Colonel  IL  B.  Livingston's  regiment, 
from  the  20th  July  to  12th  Deer,  both  days  included,  was 
exhibited  to  the  Committee  of  Safely  for  payment  ;  the 
said  pay  roll  amounts  to  £70  18s.  9(i.  and  thereto  is  annex- 
ed a  subsistence  roll,  amounting  to  £16  8,9.  Q\d.  At  the 
same  time  was  produced  to  the  said  Committee  an  account 
of  £6,  for  half  the  bounty  due  to  the  said  Cornelius  Clark, 
Zopar  Hawkins  and  Jacob  Jones,  and  marked  No.  3.  On 
the  said  rolls  is  endorsed  an  aUidavit  of  the  said  Caleb 
Brewster,  sworn  before  the  chairman,  that  the  same  is  a 
just  and  true  pay  and  subsistence  roll  for  the  time  therein 
specified  ;  that  neither  the  said  Caleb  Brewster,  nor  any 
of  the  within  named  persons  liave  received  any  pay,  or 
subsistence,  for  the  within  claim  but  what  is  deducted ; 


and  that  the  said  account,  or  roll.  No.  3,  a  charge  of  half 
bounty  for  three  men,  is  just,  according  to  a  resolve  of 
Convention,  made  for  that  purpose.  Thereon  is  also  en- 
dorsed a  certificate  of  a  committee  of  three  members  for 
auditing  the  account,  to  wit :  Alexander  Wcbstor,  Peter 
R.  Livingston  and  Isaac  Roosevelt,  staling  thai  thev  have 
examined  the  said  pay  and  subsistence  rolls,  and  tind  that 
there  is  due  thereon,  £87  6s.  \0\d.  and  that  there  is  due 
the  further  sum  of  £6,  for  half  bounty  of  the  said  ihree 
men,  agreeable  to  account  No.  3  ;  in  the  whole,  amount- 
ing to  £93  6s.  lOW. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Slate  pav  to  Caleb 
Brewster,  £87,  6s.  \Qld.  in  full  for  his  pay  and  subsist- 
ence, and  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  Cornelius  Clark, 
Zophar  Hawkins  and  Jacob  Jones  of  SutVoik  countv  ; 
and  the  further  sum  of  six  pounds  for  the  bounty  of  ihe 
said  three  persons  last  named,  amounting  together  to  the 
sum  of  £93  6s.  0\d.,  taking  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Ge- 
neral James  Clinton,  of  the  4th  Jany.  inst.  repoitcd  the 
following  resolutions,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  part  of  General  Clinton's  letter  re- 
lating to  recruiting  orders,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
arrangement. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Jan)cs  Week  be  appointed  As- 
sistant Commissary  of  the  arms,  annnunilion  and  other 
military  stores  belonging  to  this  State,  at  this  place  ;  and 
that  he  receive  into  his  care  all  the  arms  that  shall  be  de- 
livered in  store  at  forts  Montgomery  and  Constitution  (by 
the  disbanded  soldiers  ;)  and  that  lie  cause  the  same  to  be 
conveyed  to  this  place  for  the  use  of  such  of  the  levies  as 
are  not  provided,  without  delay. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
morning. 


FRIDAY  MORNING, 

Fishkill  Jany.  llth,  1777, 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — James  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  R.  Harper — New-York. 

Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Parks — Ulster. 

Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Harper— Tryon. 

Mr.  Taylor,  Col.  Livingston,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer — Albany. 

Mr.  John  Schenk,  Mr.  H.  Schenk— Dii/cAcss. 

Mr.  Webster— CAar/o«e. 

Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Gelston— Sujfo/fc. 

Col.  Drake — Westchester.  ,        ,    ,  . 

Mr.  Little — Orange. 

Where.^s  several  vessels  and  a  considerable  quantity  of 
cattle,  stock  and  effects,  and  also  some  powder,  were 
brought  over  from  Long  island  to  some  part  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  then  disposed  of  or  stored,  and  no  account  has 
been  given  or  rendered  of  such  cattle  or  effects. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  L'hommedieu,  Mr.  Trcdweli,  Mr. 
Miller  and  Mr.  Gelston,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  a  commit- 
tee to  procure  accounts  of  the  sale  or  disposition  of  such 
vessels,  cattle,  stock  and  effects,  and  report  the  same  to 
the  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  State  without 
delay  ;  and  at  the  same  lime,  that  they  inquire  and  report 
the  reasons  why  the  arms  brought  trom  Long  island  to  Con- 
necticut, have  not  been  sent  to  this  place  agreeably  to  a 
former  resolution  of  this  House.  And  the  said  committee  are 
hereby  directed  to  cause  the  said  powder  to  be  forthwith 
transported  to  this  place. 

Mr.  Duane,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with 
Major-Geiieral  Schuyler,  delivered  in  the  report  of  the  said 
committee,  which  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 
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"  That  proper  and  effectual  means  oii^ht  to  be  adopted 
to  prevent  the  depreciation  of  ihe  Continental  and  other 
paper  currency,  the  inonopohzing  and  cnu'rossing  coinmo- 
dilies  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  troops,  and 
for  the  more  easy  supplying  the  army  witli  provisions  and 
other  necessaries. 

"  That  the  General  has  represented  that  he  stands  in 
need  of  a  sum  of  money  to  supply  the  military  ciiest  in 
his  department,  without  which  the  public  service  will  be 
greatly  impeded,  and  your  cominittoe  are  of  opinion  that 
his  requisition  ought  to  be  complied  with."  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  devise 
ways  and  means  for  preventing  the  depreciation  of  the 
Continental  and  paper  currency  ;  the  monopolizin;i  and  en- 
grossing commoaitics  necessary  for  the  C^ontincnial  troops, 
and  for  the  more  easy  supplying  the  American  army  wuh 
provisions  and  other  necessaries. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Morris, 
be  the  committee. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  sum  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  be 
advanced  to  General  Sciiuyler,  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
State,  for  the  public  service,  and  on  the  credit  and  account 
of  the  United  Stales  ;  and  that  the  Chairman  of  this  Com- 
mittee issue  his  warrant  to  the  Vice-Treasurer  to  advance 
and  pay  the  same  to  Major-General  Schuyler,  or  his  order, 
accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer,  or  Vice-Treasurer  of  this 
Stale,  pay  unto  Captain  Nathaniel  Scribner  the  sum  of 
JG143  Os.  A\d.  for  the  subsistence,  and  the  furtb.er  sum  of 
jCl90  Is.  2^d.  for  the  pay  of  his  company  of  rangers,  for 
suppressing  of  disaffected  persons,  agreeable  to  his  pay 
and  subsistence  rolls,  this  day  audited  and  reported  by  the 
committee  of  accounts. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning. 


SATURDAY  MORNING, 

Fishhill,  Jany.  18th,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — James  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Duane — New-Torle. 

Mr.  Cantine  — I'Zs/er. 

Mr.  Little — Orange. 

Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  R.  Yates,  Col.  P.  R.  Livingston,  Col.  Van  Rensse- 
laer— Albany. 

Mr.  J.  Schenk,  Mr.  H.  Schenk — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 

Mr.  Laurence — Queens. 

Mr.  Gelston,  Mr.  Smith— .Sa/o/fc. 

Col.  Drake,  Mr.  Morris — Westchester. 

Mr.  Webster — Charlotte. 

A  petition  of  John  Moley,  without  date,  directed  to  the 
Honourable  Convention,  was  read.  He  iliercin  sets  forth 
that  he  deserted  from  the  British  troops  at  Boston,  and  is 
now  confined  a  prisoner  as  inimical  to  America. 

A  petition  of  Stephen  Lyon,  without  date,  and  directed 
to  the  Honourable  Convention,  was  read,  iie  therein  sets 
forth  that  he  has  been  taken  prisoner  from  tlie  American 
troops  under  the  command  of  General  Wooster,  and  that 
he  has  been  heretofore  ready  to  obey  every  call  for  ins 
country's  service. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee for  detecting  conspiracies,  isic. 

A  pay  and  subsistence  roll  of  officers,  non-comnnssioncd 
ofEccrs  and  privates,  of  Captain  llcndnck  Schoonniakcr's 
company  of  Major  Adrian  Wyncoop  s  detachment  of  mili- 
tia raised  in  Ulster  county  for  the  defence  of  the  jiasscs  in 
Hudson's  river,  pursuant  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,  passed  on  the  lOih  and  11th  days  of  Dcto- 
ber  last,  were  exhibited  for  payment.  Tiiat  the  said  roll 
amotints  to  £157  Ms.  0\d.    The  same  roll  was  sworn  to 


by  the  said  Hendrick  Schoonmaker,  on  the  17th  inst.  be- 
fore the  Chairman,  and  audited  and  allowed  for  the  sum 
therein  specified,  by  Peter  R.  Livingston,  Isaac  Roosevelt 
and  Ale.vander  Webster,  Esqr.  three  of  the  members  ap- 
pointed for  auditing  accounts. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Cap- 
tain Hendrick  Schoonmaker  the  sum  of  jL"  157  175.  Qid. 
in  full  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  said  company 
wiiile  in  service  as  a  part  of  Major  Adrian  W'ynkuop's  de- 
tachment of  militia,  to  guard  the  passes  in  the  Highlands, 
pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  tenth  and  eleveiiiii  of  Oc- 
tober last. 

A  roll  or  account  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  .Alajor 
.•Vdrian  Wynckoop,  while  commanding  200  men  in  the  ser- 
vice above  mentioned,  27  days,  to  wit,  from  the  l.'iih  of 
October  to  the  Sth  of  November  last,  both  days  inclusive, 
was  exhibited  for  payment.  Tlie  said  roll  amounts  to  iJ16 
Is.  4if/.  ;  which  account  is  sworn  to  before  the  chairman, 
and  audited  for  the  sum  therein  specified,  by  Peter  R.  Liv- 
ingston, Isaac  Roosevelt  and  Alexander  Webster,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  cominillee  of  accounts. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Major 
Adrian  Wynckoop  the  sum  of  sixteen  pounds  one  shilling 
and  four  pence  half  penny,  for  pay  and  subsistence  roll  lor 
27  days,  while  commanding  a  delacliment  of  inililia  on  the 
banks  of  Hudson's  river  to  guard  the  passes  in  the  Hisjli- 
lands,  pursuant  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Commilice  of 
Safely,  passed  the  tenth  and  eleventh  days  of  October  last. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  pay  unto  Daniel  Horton 
the  sum  of  £5,  for  the  storage  of  military  stores  (at  his 
house)  belonging  to  this  State,  and  for  ihe  guards  attending 
the  same,  agreeable  to  his  account,  audited  and  reported 
this  day. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Livingston,  Mr.  Henry  Schenk 
and  Col.  Drake,  be  a  committee  to  dispose  of  live  horses 
and  sleigh  and  harness,  now  in  the  care  of  Joshua  (Lirman, 
and  taken  by  said  Carman  from  sundry  disaffected  jjcrsons 
belonging  to  this  State;  and  that  they  account  to  tins  com- 
mittee for  the  proceeds  of  the  same. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  then  adjourned  until  the  af- 
ternoon. 

Saturd.w  Afternoon,  Fishkill,  Janxj.  18,  1777. 

Present — The  Chairman,  and  the  same  members  as  the  forenoon. 

The  petition  of  Captain  Baldwin,  dated  the  ISlh  instant, 
was  read,  praying  that  his  company  of  rangers  may  be 
clothed  and  furnished  with  other  necessaries  wliicli  they 
want,  in  consequence  of  their  being  longer  retained  in  ser- 
vice than  they  expected. 

The  Committee  being  informed  that  Colonel  Jjivingston 
is  gone  to  the  tortilicaiions  on  Hudson's  river,  to  obtain  a 
correct  information  of  the  state  of  the  fortifications, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Adgate  inform  iMr.  Baldwin  that 
the  Committee  of  Safety  will  give  him  an  answer  on  Mr. 
Livingston's  return. 

The  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  counties  of 
Cumberland  and  Glocester,  and  inquire  into  the  state  of 
tiiose  counties,  &,c.  reported  : 

"  That  nun  bers  of  disaffected  persons  in  the  counties  of 
Albany  and  CharloUe,  commonly  called  the  Green  Moun- 
tain Boys,  together  with  divers  inhabitants  of  Cumberland 
and  Glocester,  have  industriously  made  use  ot  every  argu- 
ment, to  induce  tlie  inhabitants  of  those  counties  lo  disa- 
vow the  authority  of  this  Stale,  and  unite  with  them,  in 
forming  themselves  into  a  new  and  separate  Slate.  Among 
the  many  arguments  made  use  of  by  tlicm  to  make  prose- 
lytes to  tlicir  measures,  are  the  following,  vizt : 

"  '  That  those  lands  originally  belonged  to  New-Hamp- 
shire ;  that  the  confirmation  of  those  lands  by  the  King  and 
Council,  were  obtained  by  the  New-Yorkers  in  a  fraudulent 
and  ur.just  manner  ;  that  their  claims  were  not  eijuitable  ; 
that  Governor  Wentworth  witiidrawing  his  pretensions  to 
those  lands  by  proclamation,  was  owing  lo  an  apprehension 
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.  ihe  seat  of  government  would  be  removed  to  the  in- 
^  part  of  tlie  State,  in  case  those  counties  should  re- 
'Vain  annexed  to  New-Hampshire;  that  liie  enormous 
Quit  rent  exacted  by  New-York,  is  another  instance  of  the 
ilijusiice  that  is  grinding  ihe  face  of  the  poor,  in  extort- 
ing largs  sums  from  the  infant  and  remote  counties,  at  a 
time  w'hen  large  flourishing  manors  pay  the  most  trilling 
ncknowledgmenls  ;  that  the  customs  and  manners  of  those 
counties,  are  different  from  the  inhabitants  of  this  Slate, 
they  being  emigrants  from  New-England  ;  add  to  this,  their 
remote  situation  from  the  seat  of  government,  renders  a 
separation  necessary  ;  that  the  arbitrary  usurpation  ot  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  obliged  the  good  people  of  those 
States  to  withdraw  their  allegiance  from  said  King  ;  that 
the  riglil  of  government  reverted  to  its  original  source — 
the  people. 

"  '  That  government  is  on  float ;  that  the  people  have  a 
ri"ht  to  unite  themselves  in  such  political  bodies,  and  frame 
such  a  code  of  laws,  as  shall  appear  to  them  to  be  most 
beneficiai. 

"  '  That  a  number  of  respectable  characters  in  the 
eastern  and  other  governments,  have  advised  them  to 
those  measures,  among  whom  are  members  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress.  Mr.  Adams  is  frequently  mentioned  as 
one  of  them.' 

"Your  committee  submit  Mr.  Jones'  letter  and  Captain 
Seeley's  information,  as  evidence  of  the  last  mentioned  fact; 
that  the  raising  Col.  Warner's  regiment  within  the  State, 
independent  of  the  authority  thereof,  by  order  of  Congress, 
is  also  made  use  of  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  their  mea- 
sures ;  that  a  meeting  called  the  Convention  is  formed  at 
Dorset,  in  the  county  of  Charlotte,  and  repeated  invitations 
are  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  Cumberland  and  Gloucester, 
to  send  delegates,  and  accede  to  their  measures.  A  num- 
ber of  the  minutes  of  this  meeting,  your  committee  submit 
for  your  perusal.  From  every  intelligence  the  committee 
could  collect,  it  appears  that  this  evil  originates  in  Char- 
lotte and  Albany  county,  among  a  number  of  people  called 
Green  Mountaineers ;  that  they  are  indefatigable  in  send- 
ing their  emissaries  into  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and 
Gloucester,  who  delude  many  of  the  peaceful  inhabitants 
thereof,  with  those  specious  arguments  ;  that  a  number  of 
llie  good  people  of  those  counties  are  averse  to  their  mea- 
sures, but  do  not  publicly  declare  their  sentments  ;  conclu- 
ding that  the  affair  will  be  taken  up  by  the  State,  which  will 
prevent  their  coming  to  rupture  with  a  set  of  turbulent  and 
and  disorderly  neghbours." 

An  extract  from  the  votes  and  proceedings  tif  a  general 
convention  iield  at  Dorset,  on  the  New-Hainpshire  grants, 
was  read. 

A  report  of  the  committee  of  Cumberland,  dated  the 
fifth  of  November,  and  signed  "  James  Clay,  chairman," 
and  attested,  Elkannah  Day,  clerk,  was  read. 

The  information  given  by  Mr.  Seelye  to  Mr.  Taylor  was 
read. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  R.  Jones,  dated  at  Prospect 
Hill,  August  17,  1775,  and  directed  to  Major  Abijah  Love- 
joy,  at  Westminster,  was  read. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  also  informed  by  a  number  of  persons  in 
Cumberland  county,  that  Hernan  and  Col.  Nasli  had  de- 
clared that  Mr.  Adams,  one  of  the  members  of  Congress, 
had  advised  the  inhabitants  ot  Cumberland  county  and  the 
territory  adjacent,  to  apply  to  Congress  to  be  made  an  in- 
dependent Stale.  Mr.  Taylor  further  staled,  that  he  was 
well  informed  diat  there  was  a  committee  of  thirteen  mem- 
bers in  that  county  who  take  upon  themselves  to  determine 
even  titles  to  lands. 

Ordered,  That  every  member  of  Convention  now  pre- 
sent, and  every  member  in  the  neiirliboiirhood  who  can  be 
notified,  be  directed  to  attend  on  Monday  at  ten  o'clock  ; 
and  that  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  state  of  Cum- 
berland and  Gloucester  counties  bo  then  taken  into  consi- 
tion. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  until  Monday  morning. 


MONDAY  MORNING, 

Fishkill,  J  any.  20lh,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  lo  adjournment. 

Pkesent — James  Livingston  Esqr.  Chairman. 
Mr.  Dunscomb — New-York. 
Mr.  Liule — Orange. 

Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Adgate — JItbany. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  GeXslon— Suffolk. 

Mr.  Harper — Trijon. 

Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Mr.  Sessions,  Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  John  Schcnlj,  Mr.  Henry  Scheak— Dutchess. 

Mr.  Canline — Ulster. 

Mr.  Webster— C/ia)-/o/(e. 

Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Morris — li'eslchester. 

Two  letters  from  Lewis  McDonald,  Esqr.  chairman  of 
the  cominittee  of  Bedford,  the  one  dated  the  4ili  mstani, 
accompanying  James  Miller,  a  disaffecied  and  dangerous 
person,  and  enclosing  the  evidence  against  liiiri,  lonL-iher 
with  an  order  signed  Wni.  Duer  and  Natlianicl  S.irket, 
Esqrs.  and  directed  to  the  said  Lewis  McDonald,  Esqr. 
for  the  apprehending  and  securing  said  Jiunes  Miller,  and 
cause  him  to  be  sent  under  guard  to  Fislikill  ;  ilie  oilier 
letter  dated  the  14th  instant,  accompanying  four  oilirr  per- 
sons inimical  and  dangerous  to  the  common  cause  of  Ame- 
rica, were  respectively  read. 

Ordered,  That  tliey  be  referred  to  the  coininillce  for  de- 
tecting conspiracies,  &c. 

A  letter  from  Lancaster  Burling  and  Sleplieii  Seaman, 
shipwrights  at  Pou^likeepsie,  dated  tlie  17lh  insl.  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Augustine  Lawrence,  do  niteiid  this 
Committee  on  Monday,  the  tweniy-sevcnih  iuslaiil,  at  10 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  that  Lancaster  Burling  or 
Stephen  Seaman  do  attend  at  the  same  time. 

On  considering  the  petition  of  Captain  Baldwin,  pre- 
sented on  Saturday, 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Baldwin,  with  his  company  of 
rangers,  be  permitted  lo  return  lo  the  count v  of  .Albany, 
and  that  he  be  allowed  one  carriage  for  the  purpose  of 
transporting  a  sick  man  and  the  baggage  of  llie  said  com- 
pany. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  issue  to  the  officers  of  such 
of  ihe  companies  of  rangers  (except  C;ipt.  Bradi)  as  have 
not  yet  had  commissions  given  them. 

A  letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  dated  at 
Baltimore  the  lOlh  of  January  insl.  enclosing  the  resolves 
of  Congress  ot  the  ninth,  directing  and  requiring  that  a 
return  should  be  made  to  Congress  of  the  number  of  re- 
cruits in  this  Slate,  was  read. 

A  letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  Esqr.  dated  al  Baltimore, 
the  seventh  inslant,  requcsling  more  members  might  be 
sent  to  the  ConlinciUal  Congress,  as  he  was  there  alone, 
of  the  Representatives  of  ihis  Stale,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  p.ay  to  Cap- 
tain Jacob  Rutson  Dewil,  the  sum  of  £175  5.s.  fur  the  pay 
of  his  company  of  rangers,  raised  in  the  rouniy  nf  LJlster, 
from  the  fifth  day  of  November  to  the  24ili  dav  of  December, 
1776,  incluuve;  also,  the  further  sum  of  £128  15s.  \Oid. 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  said  company  from  the  said  lilth 
day  of  November  to  the  said  4tli  day  of  December,  inciu 
sive  ;  also,  the  further  sum  of  .£|7S  IS^.  SiL  for  ihe  pay 
of  the  said  company  from  llie  5lh  day  of  Deer,  to  the  Sd 
day  of  January  instant,  inclusive;  also,  die  further  sum 
of  £125  15^.  .id.  for  the  siibsislence  of  the  said  company 
from  tlie  said  fifth  day  of  December  to  the  said  :kl  day  of 
January,  inclusive  ;  ihe  said  tour  sums  amounting  to 
£503  145.  Qid.  as  will  appear  by  the  pay  and  subsistence, 
rolls  of  the  said  comp.nny,  sworn  to  by  the  captain  and 
audited  and  reported  by  the  committee  of  accounts  this 
day. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  pay  unto 
Gilbert  Barnes  the  sum  of  four  pounds  eighteen  shillings, 
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in  full  for  his  account  of  lodging,  dieting  and  other  ex- 
penses attending  the  keeping  a  sick  discharged  soldier, 
nanned  John  Perney,  agreeable  to  Mr.  Barnes'  account,  au- 
dited by  the  committee  of  accounts,  and  delivered  in  this 
day. 

A  letter  from  Henry  Cuyler,  Esqr.  at  Albany,  dated  the 
13th  inst,  mentioning  that  the  resolution  for  making  him  a 
prisoner  and  sending  him  to  Boston,  has  been  communi- 
cated to  him,  and  requesting  that  he  might  be  permitted  to 


remain  with  his  family  during  the  present  inclement  season,^ 
or  until  his  exchange  could  be  cliccied. 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  ilie  table. 

A  letter  from  General  James  Clinton,  staling  that  he  iiad 
delivered  to  Captain  Weeks  the  commissary  of  military 
stores,  the  arms,  &c. 

Col.  Henry  B.  Livingston,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  this 
Committee,  delivered  in  a  return  of  the  garrisons  of  forts 
Montgomery  and  Conslhution,  which  was  read,  and  fol- 
lows, to  wit : 


"  A  retwn  of  the  officers  and  men  now  in  garrison  at  Fori  Consliiution,  under  the  command  of  the  Honourable 

Genl.  Jas.  Clinton,  Jany,  Itith,  1776. 


OFFICERS'  N.43IES. 

O 

Lt.  Col. 

Majors. 

Captains. 

1st  Lieut. 

3 
V 

Ensigns.  | 

Chaplains,  j 

Adjt. 

Qr.  Master. 

Paymaster. 

1  Surgeons.  1 

Sergts. 

D.  &  Fife. 

Prest.  fit  for 
duty. 

1 

Sick  prest.  | 

Sick  abst. 

On  comd. 

3 

,o 

1 

3 

2 

54 

1 
4 
5 
1 
12 

60 
4 

& 

47 

1 

37 
17 

2 
1 

2 
1 

2 

1 

6 
3 

2 

2 

n 

z 

Captaia  Baldwin's  independent  company,. . . 

Total,   

3  1    4  1  2 

1 

12 

4 

103 

23 

13 

1 

A  return  of  the  officers  and  men  in  garrison  at  Fort  Montgomery,  under  the  command  of  the  Honhle.  Brigadier- 
General  James  Clinton,  Jany.  I8th,  1776. 


OFHCERS'  NAMES. 


Comd.  officers. 


i  -J 

(3     I  -t, 


Captn.  Griffiing's  2d  N.  Y.  regiment, 
Captn.  Jac-ksoQ  do 
Captn.  Belknap  do 
Capl.  Childs  do 
Capt.  Rose  do 
Captn.  Davis  do 


Staff  officers. 


1  I  1  I  1  !  1 


Non  comd 


Rank  and  file. 


7"; 


2  1 

2  I  1 

n  \ 

2  I  a 

2  i  1 


2  I  1 
....|  1 

3  |.... 
2  I.... 


i3 

•-3 
£2 
30 
19 


The  Committee  of  Safely  then  adjourned  until  4  o'clock 
this  afternoon. 


Die  Lun^,  4  ho.  P.  M.  January  20th,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — James  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chainnan. 
Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Dunscomb — ^'elc■York. 
Mr.  Gelston,  Mr.  Smith— For  Suffolk. 
Mr.  Little— Orange. 
Mr.  J.  Lawrence — Queens. 

Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Adgate,  Col.  P.  R.  Livingston— .^Zianjr. 

Major  Schcnlt,  Mr.  John  Schenk — Dulcheu. 

Mr.  Wm.  Harper — Tryon. 

Mr.  Stephens,  Mr.  Sessions— Cum4er/an</. 

Mr.  Cantine— OVsie)-. 

Gcnl.  Morris,  Mr.  Morri?,  Judge  Graham—  Westchester. 
Major  Webster — Charlotte. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  James  Hunter,  dated  the  ]6lh  inst. 
was  read.  He  therein  informs  that  there  is  a  great  resort 
of  people  from  Mohawk  river  at  Wilmantown,  who  arc 
supposed  to  carry  letters  to  and  from  Lady  Johnson  ;  that 
her  horses  are  destroying  the  iiay  left  on  the  farm  of 
Mr.  Barclay  for  ihe  slock  left  there  for  the  support  of  the 
overseer  and  slaves. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee for  the  delecting  the  conspiracies  formed  in  this 
State,  &c. 

Resolved,  That  James  Vandenburgh  be  appointed  one 
of  the  commissioners  by  the  resolutions  of  the  third  day 
of  January  directed,  and  tiiat  any  three  of  the  said  com- 
missioners be  a  board  to  do  business. 

193 


The  House  were  informed  that  a  gentlemen  is  at  the 
door  attending  wiih  a  pri-'oner.  The  gentleman  being  ad- 
mitted, says,  that  in  pursuance  of  a  letter,  and  certain  re- 
solutions therein  contained,  made  and  passed  by  the  Re- 
presentatives of  this  State,  on  the  day,  he  has  brought 
to  this  place  as  prisoner,  a  certain  John  Bloomer,  together 
with  accounts  of  the  costs  and  charges  of  Ins  imprison- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conline,  Mr.  Gelston,  and  Mr. 
Schenk,  be  a  committee  to  meet  Thomas  Stebblings,  after 
the  House  adjourns,  and  receive  papers  and  inforrnaiion 
relative  to  the  case  of  the  said  John  Bloomer,  and  report 
thereon.    And  in  the  mean  time, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Bloomer  be  committed  to 
the  scrgcant-at-arms. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate,  pay  unio 
Captain  Petrus  Van  Gaasbeck,  the  sum  of  fourteen  pounds 
four  shillings  and  four  pence  in  full,  for  the  pay,  and  the 
further  sum  of  three  liundred  and  thirty-one  pounds  seven 
shillings  and  three  pence  in  full,  for  the  subsistence  ol  his 
I  company,  raised  in  the  manor  of  Livingston  and  coiiniy  of 
i  Albany,  for  the  purpose  of  quelling  the  disatlected  persons 
I  there,  and  for  ihe  defence  of  this  Stale  ;  ainouiiliiiii  in  the 
whole,  to  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  seventy  pounds 
twelve  shillinas  and  one  penny,  agreeable  to  ihc  ))ay  and 
subsistence  rolls  of  the  said  company,  audited  and  reported 
by  the  committee  of  accounts. 

VViiERE.vs,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  contest 
with  Great  Britain,  the  inhabitants  of  Cumberland  and 
(iloucesler  counties  in  general  submitted  to  the  jurisdictiori 
of  this  State,  many  of  them  obtained  grants  and  confirma- 
tion of  title  from  its  late  Government,  and  justice  was 
administered  by  magistrates  of  its  appointment :  And 
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WHEREAS  a  spirit  of  defection  and  revolt  has  lately  been 
tilcnded  to  those  counties  through  the  arts  and  misrepre- 
teni.ii'O"*  of  certain  people  inhabiting  the  county  ot  Char- 
lotte, distinguishing  themselves  by  the  name  of  Green 
Jklountain  Boys,  and  their  emissaries  :  And  whereas 
tlie  Congress  and  Convention  of  this  State  have  hitherto 
contemplated  the  effects  of  this  dangerous  insurrection  with 
silent  concern,  being  restrained  from  giving  it  a  suitable 
opposition  by  tiie  apprehension  that  it  might,  at  so  critical 
a  juncture,  weaken  our  exertions  in  the  common  cause  : 
And  whereas  the  said  insurgents  and  their  emissaries, 
taking  advantage  of  the  patient  forbearance  of  this  Slate, 
and  flattered  by  the  countenance  and  strength  which  tliey 
have  acquired  by  being  embodied  into  a  regiment  under 
the  immediate  authority  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and 
without  the  consent  or  cooperation  of  this  State,  have  lately 
incited  divers  of  the  inhabitants  of  towns  within  the  said 
counties  of  Cumberland  and  Gloucester,  to  unite  with  them 
in  assuming  a  total  independence ;  choosing  a  separate  Con- 
Tenlion,  and  framing  a  petition  to  the  Honourable  Congress 
for  its  sanction  and  approbation  of  this  unprovoked  revolt : 
And  whereas  the  loss  of  so  valuable  a  territory  as  is  now 
attempted  to  be  wrested  from  this  State  by  the  violence  of 
a  considerable  part  of  its  members,  who  have,  during  the 
present  war,  received  liberal  allowances  out  of  the  public 
treasury  for  more  immediate  protection,  will  not  only  op- 
press the  remainder  with  the  payment  of  the  enormous 
debts  which  have  accrued  in  the  common  cause,  but  must, 
at  every  future  period,  expose  this  State  to  be  intruded  into 
and  overrun,  its  jurisdiction  to  be  denied,  and  its  authority 
contemned  and  set  at  defiance  :  And  whereas  divers  ill 
disposed  persons  have,  with  wicked  and  sinister  purposes, 
reported  that  members  of  the  Honourable  the  Continental 
Congress,  and  other  men  of  influence  and  authority  in  the 
neighbouring  States  do  favour  and  support  the  insurrection 
aforesaid :  And  whereas  the  said  ill  disposed  persons  iiave 
also  insinuated  that  the  Honourable  the  Congress  do  counte- 
nance a  design  of  dismembering  this  State  by  Seth  Warner, 
who  hath  heretofore  been,  and  still  continues,  a  principal 
agent  and  abettor  of  the  riots  and  revolt  aforesaid,  to  com- 
mand the  before  mentioned  regiment :  And  whereas  the 
appointment  of  the  said  Seth  Warner  is  utterly  inconsistent 
with  the  usual  mode  adopted  in  Congress,  and  approved  in 
this  and  the  neighbouring  States,  and  contrary  to  the  express 
representation  in  similar  case  made  to  the  Honourable  the 
Congress  on  the  eleventh  day  of  July  last  by  the  Conven- 
tion of  tiiis  State  :  And  whereas  such  reports  and  insi- 
nuations, not  only  tend  to  justify  the  turbulent  and  disaf- 
fected inliabitants  of  the  said  counties,  but  divers  of  the 
good  subjects  of  this  State  are  discouraged  from  risking 
tiieir  lives  and  fortunes  in  '.he  defence  of  America,  while 
there  is  reason  for  apprehending,  that  after  all  their  vigo- 
rous cflorls,  and  all  they  liave  suffered  and  must  continue 
to  suffer  for  the  common  cause,  and  even  after  a  success- 
ful period  to  the  present  contlict  shall  have  restored  happi- 
ness and  security  to  her  sister  States,  this  Stale  alone 
may  remain  exposed  to  havoc,  devastation  and  anarchy, 
and  to  be  deprived  of  great  and  valuable  territories,  to  gra- 
tify the  ambitious,  unjust  and  selfish  projects  of  its  disor- 
derly subjects  :  And  whereas  the  inevitable  foes  to  the 
liberties  of  America,  from  tiie  earliest  commencement  of 
the  present  glorious  contest,  have  endeavoured  to  alienate 
the  minds  of  the  good  people  of  tins  State  from  ihe  com- 
mon cause,  by  representing  that  nothing  less  than  the 
power  of  Great  Britain  can  guard  and  defend  their  terrilo- 
■rial  rights,  and  protect  ihcir  jurisdiction  against  usurpation 
and  encroachment ;  and  it  is  a  truth  to  be  lamented,  that 
such  representations  have  proved  but  too  successful,  and 
have  now  acquired  additional  force  by  reason  of  ihe  pre- 
mises :  And  whereas  it  is  become  absolutely  necessary 
•  not  only  for  the  preservation  of  the  authority  ot  this  Con- 
vention, and  the  confidence  and  respect  of  its  consliiuents, 
but  for  the  success  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  they  de- 
pend upon  or  are  connected  with  this  branch  of  the  grand 


American  confederacy,  that  proper  and  vigorous  means 
should  be  forthwith  exerted  for  vindicating  its  rights  and 
asserting  and  securing  its  jurisdiction  ;  and  as  a  prelimi- 
nary step  to  quieting  the  aforesaid  disturbances,  removing 
the  jealousies  and  the  apprehensions  of  the  good  people  of 
this  Slate,  and  depriving  the  wicked  emissaries  of  Great 
Britain  of  the  [irincipal  arguments  by  which  ihey  hitherto 
have,  and  still  continue  to  debauch  their  minds,  and  seduce 
them  from  their  allegiance  to  this  Stale  and  their  allach- 
ment  to  the  common  cause,  a  suitable  application  to  the 
Honourable  Congress  of  the  United  Stales  may  be  attended 
with  the  most  salutary  effects  ;  and  that  in  the  mean  lime 
coercive  measures  be  suspended; 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  a  proper  application  be  imme- 
diately made  to  the  Honourable  Congress,  to  whose  justice 
the  said  insurgents  have  appealed,  and  on  whose  advice 
they  pretend  to  rely,  requesting  them  to  inlcrpose  their 
authority,  and  recommend  to  the  said  insuriienls  a  peace- 
able submission  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Stale  ;  and  also 
to  disband  the  said  regiment  directed  to  be  raised  by 
Colonel  Warner,  as  the  Convention  hath  cheerfully  and 
voluntarilv  undertaken  to  raise  a  regiment  in  addition  to  ih.e 
quota  assigned  for  this  State  by  Congress ;  lia\c  opened 
their  utmost  resources  to  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the 
American  army  ;  have  a  great  proportion  of  their  militia 
now  in  the  field  ;  and  are  heartily  disposed  to  contribute  to 
the  public  service  in  every  respect  as  far  as  the  circum- 
stances and  abilities  of  the  State  will  permit. 

"  Sir — I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  of  Safely  of 
New-York  to  inform  Congress  that,  by  the  arls  and  intiu- 
ence  of  certain  designing  men,  a  part  of  this  Slate  hath 
been  prevailed  upon  to  revolt  and  disavow  the  authority  of 
its  Legislature. 

"  It  is  our  misfortune  to  be  wounded  so  sensibly,  while 
we  are  making  our  utmost  exertions  in  the  common  cause. 

"  The  various  evidences  and  informations  we  have  re- 
ceived, would  lead  us  to  believe  that  persons  of  great  in- 
fluence in  some  of  our  sister  Stales  iiave  fostered  and 
fomented  the  divisions  in  order  to  dismember  this  Slate  at 
a  lime  when,  by  the  inroads  of  our  common  enemy,  we 
were  supposed  to  be  incapacitated  from  defending  our  just 
claims  ;  but  as  these  informations  lend  to  accuse  some 
members  of  your  Honourable  Body  of  being  concerned  in 
this  scheme,  decency  obliges  us  to  suspend  our  belief. 

"The  Congress  will  doubtless  remember  that  so  long 
ago  as  the  month  of  July  last,  we  complained  of  great  in- 
jury done  us  by  appointing  officers  within  this  State  with- 
out our  consent  or  approbation.  We  could  not  then,  nor 
can  we  now,  perceive  the  reason  of  such  disadvantageous 
discrimination  between  this  State  and  its  neighbours.  We 
have  been  taught  to  believe  thai  each  of  the  United  Slates 
is  entitled  to  equal  rights.  In  what  manner  the  rights  of 
New-York  have  been  forfeited,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  discover. 
Although  we  never  received  an  answer  to  our  last  letter 
upon  this  subject,  yet  we  did  hope  that  no  fresh  ground  of 
complaint  would  Iiave  been  offered  us. 

"  The  Committee  are  sorry  to  observe  that  by  conferring 
a  commission  upon  Col.  Warner,  with  authority  to  name 
the  officers  of  a  reaiment  to  be  raised  independent  of  tlie 
Legislature  of  this  Slate,  and  within  that  part  which  lately 
hath  declared  an  independence  of  it.  Congress  hath  given 
but  loo  much  weight  lo  the  insinuations  of  ihose  who  pre- 
tend that  your  Honourable  Body  are  determined  lo  support 
these  insurgents  ;  especially  as  this  Colonel  Warner  hath 
been  constantly  and  invariably  opposed  to  the  Legislature 
of  this  Stale,  and  hath  been,  on  that  very  account,  proclaim- 
ed an  outlaw  by  the  late  Governor  thereof.  However,  con- 
fiding in  the  honour  and  justice  of  the  great  Council  of 
America,  we  hope  that  you  have  been  surprised  into  this  . 
measure. 

"  By  order  of  the  House,  sir,  I  enclose  you  their  resolu- 
tion upon  the  important  subject  of  this  letter ;  and  am  fur- 
ther to  observe  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  recall  the 
commissions  given  lo  Col.  Warner  and  the  officers  under 
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him ;  as  notliiiig  else  will  be  justice  to  us,  and  convince 
those  deluded  people  that  Congress  has  not  been  prevailud 
on  to  assist  in  dismembering  a  Stale  which,  of  all  others, 
has  suffered  most  in  the  common  cause. 

"  Tlie  King  of  Great  Britain  hath,  by  force  of  arms, 
taken  from  us  five  counties,  and  an  attempt  is  made  in  the 
midst  of  our  distresses,  to  purloin  three  otiier  counties  tiom 
us.  We  consider  the  persons  concerned  in  such  designs 
as  open  enemies  of  this  Stale,  and,  of  consequence,  all 
America. 

"  To  maintain  our  jurisdiction  over  our  own  subjects,  is 
become  indispensably  necessary  to  the  authority  of  the 
Convention  ;  nor  will  any  thin^  else  silence  the  plausible 
arguments  by  whicli  the  disafi'ccted  delude  our  constitu- 
ents and  alienate  them  from  the  common  cause.  On  the 
success  of  our  efforts  in  this  respect,  depends,  too  probably, 
even  the  power  of  the  Convention  to  be  longer  serviceable 
in  this  glorious  contest.  It  is  become  a  common  remark 
in  the  mouths  of  our  most  zealous  friends,  tliat  if  the  Slate 
is  to  be  rent  asunder,  and  ils  jurisdiction  subverted,  to 
gratify  its  deluded  and  disorderly  subjects,  it  is  a  folly  to 
hazard  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  a  contest  winch,  in  every 
event,  must  terminate  in  their  ruin. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  By  Older. 

"  The  Honourable  Johx  Hancock,  Prest.  &c." 

Messrs.  Nathaniel  Stephenson, Thomas  Comstock,  Wing 
Kelley  and  Valentine  Jenkins,  of  being  the  people  called 
Quakers,  attending  at  the  door,  were  admitted. 

One  of  them,  on  behalf  of  the  others,  informed  tlic  Com- 
mittee of  Safely  that  they  are  a  deputation  from  a  monilily 
meeting  of  Friends  in  the  Oblong,  in  Dutchess  county ; 
that  they  liave  been  informed  bv  a  person  of  their  dcnomi- 
antion  from  Westchester  county,  that  an  afTirmalion  or  lest 
of  allegiance  had  been  tendered  to  him,  as  was  said,  by 
this  House  ;  that  lime  had  been  given  to  the  said  person 
to  consider  of  the  said  test,  and  that  he  is  to  be  again  called 
on  for  that  purpose  ;  that  they  are  directed  to  inform  this 
House  that  tiie  people  of  their  meeting  have  no  designs  | 
against  government ;  and  if  any  such  test  has  been  directed 
to  be  taken  by  any  of  the  Friends,  to  request  to  know  what 
that  lest  is. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Morris  be  a  com- 
mittee to  meet  the  Friends  above  named,  and  confer  with 
them  on  the  subject  of  the  message  or  deputation. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Gclston  be  add- 
ed to  the  committee  appointed  on  instant,  and  to 
consider  of  and  report  on  tlie  last  letter  received  from  Fran- 
cis Lewis,  Esqr.  at  Congress,  and  oilier  matters  therewith 
committed. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  then  adjourned  until  10  o'- 
clock to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  a.  m. 

Jany.  21s/.  1777. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

■  Present — James  Livingston,  £sqr.  Chairman. 
Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Rob.  Taylor — Xeu-York. 
Major  Schenk,  Capt.  Schenk — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Eobt.  Yates,  Mr.Adgate,  Mr.  Taylor.  Col.  Van  Rensselaer — 
Albany. 

Mr.  Gelston,  Mr.  Smith— Suffolk. 
Mr.  Contine— C^/s/€r. 

Mr.  Morris,  Col.  Drake,  Judge  Graham — Westchestfr. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 
Mr.  Lawrence — Queens. 
Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland, 
Major  Webster — Charlotte. 

Mr.  Duane,  from  the  committee  appointed  yesterday 
evening  to  confer  with  the  deputation  from  the  monthly 
meeting  at  the  Oblong  of  the  people  called  Quarkers,  re- 


ported in  parol  the  conference  of  the  said  committee,  witli 
the  said  deputation,  and  that  the  said  deputation  on  behalf 
of  tlieir  meetings  requested  : 

1st.  A  copy  of  the  test  ordered  to  be  administered  to 
the  people  in  Westchester  county  called  Ciuakers,  by  the 
resolution  of  the  Convention  of  this  Stale,  on  the  27ih  of 
December  last.  And, 

2ndly.  That  the  administration  of  that  test  to  the  people 
of  their  denomination  in  the  said  county,  (except  to  such 
persons  as  may  be  suspected  of  being  inimical  to  ihe  li- 
berties of  the  State,)  may,  by  order  of  this  House,  be  sus- 
pended until  their  next  quarterly  meeting. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  furnish  to  the  said  gen- 
tlemen, who  are  a  deputation  from  the  said  meeting  of 
Quakers,  a  copy  of  the  said  test  with  such  introduction  or 
note,  or  such  other  parts  of  the  said  resolutions  as  may 
show  tlie  reasons  of  their  passing. 

Resolved,  That  the  second  request  of  the  said  gentle- 
men, sent  a  deputation  from  the  Friend's  meeting  in  Oblong 
ought  not  to  be  granted  ;  as  an  order  to  suspend  the  admi- 
nistration of  that  test  would  be  an  unjustifiable  and  odious 
distinction  between  those  of  their  constiuents  and  those 
who  are  of  the  denomination  called  Quakers,  and  their 
constituents  of  all  other  denominations  in  Westchester 
county. 

An  account  of  James  Webb  against  the  Continent  for 
four  days'  service  of  a  sloop,  and  hands  employed  four 
days  in  September,  in  transporting  Continental  troops  from 
A'assau  island,  was  exhibited  for  payment ;  the  balance 
thereon  is  three  pounds  twelve  shillings,  thereon  is  en- 
dorsed a  certificate  of  Colonel  Henry  B.  Livingston,  that 
tlie  services  mentioned  in  the  said  account  were  performed. 

Col.  F.  R.  Livingston,  Mat.  Adgate  and  Alexander  Web- 
ster, three  of  the  memliers  for  auditing  accounts,  have 
thereon  certified  that  there  is  due  unto  James  Webb,  or 
his  order,  £3  1 2s.  Od.  for  the  use  of  his  sloop  and  hands 
in  the  above  service. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  James 
Webb,  or  his  order,  on  Continental  account,  the  sum  of 
three  pounds  twelve  shillings  in  full  for  the  use  of  his  sloop 
Defiance,  and  service  of  his  hands  in  transporting  Conti- 
nental troops  from  the  second  to  the  fifth  day  of  September 
last,  both  days  included,  and  take  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

An  account  of  the  said  James  Webb  for  ihe  hire  of  the 
said  sloop  Defiance,  and  the  use  of  his  hands  employed  in 
transporting  inhabitants  and  stock  from  Long  island  to  the 
main  land  from  the  sixth  to  the  30lh  days  of  September 
last,  was  exhibited  to  ihe  committee  for  payment.  A  cer- 
tificate of  Colonel  Henry  B.  Livingston  is  endorsed  there- 
on, liiat  the  said  sloop  was  so  employed.  Therewith  was 
also  delivered  a  certificate  of  Mat.  Adgate,  Peter  K.  Li- 
vingston and  Alexander  Webster,  three  of  the  commitlee 
for  auditing  accounts,  that  they  have  examined  the  said  ac- 
count of  James  Webb,  and  the  certificate  examining  the 
same,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  said  James  Webb  be  al- 
lowed for  his  said  account,  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds  for 
twenty-five  days,  at  three  dollars  per  day. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Mr. 
James  Webb,  or  his  order,  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds  in 
full,  for  his  saiu  account,  taking  a  receipt  in  full  for  the 
same. 

A  petition  of  Richard  Southard,  setting  forth  the  great 
wasle  of  timber  on  his  farm  by  the  Continental  soldiers, 
artificers  and  colliers,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  Col.  Graham  and 
Major  Lawrence,  be  a  committee  to  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Gelston,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  consider 
of  the  case  of  John  Bloomer,  and  the  accounts  relative 
thereto,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  and  ex- 
amined :  Thereupon, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Slate  pay  to  Mr.  Th-omas  Stebbings  the  sum  of  seven 
pounds  three  shillings  and  two  pence,  for  his  trouble  and 
expences  in  bringing  John  Bloomer  to  this  place,  and  for 
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Mr.  Stebbings'  time  and  expences  for  returning,  and  take 
bis  receipt  for  tiie  sanne.  And 

JlesoLved,  That  the  account  sent  by  Moses  Cliurcb, 
commissary  of  tlie  committee  of  Springfield,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  John  Bloomer,  be  returned  to  tlie  committee  of 
Springfield,  to  be  by  them  examined  and  certified  ;  and  ii 
they  shall  think  it  reasonable,  paid  out  of  the  money  paid  by 
tliis  Committee  to  and  now  in  the  hands  of  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Bloomer  be,  by  the  ser- 
geant-al-arms,  brought  before  this  Committee. 

The  said  John  Bloomer  being  brought  before  the  Com- 
mittee was  examined  and  heard. 

Ordered,  That  he  attend  again  to-morrow  morning. 

A  petition  of  Cornelius  Haring  and  John  Uuremus,  on 
behalf  of  the  said  John  and  other  persons  therein  named, 
was  read.  They  therein  set  forth  that  thirteen  horses  pur- 
chased for  the  persons  therein  named,  and  also  a  small  sum 
of  money  therein  mentioned,  had  been  seized  by  some  offi- 
cers under  the  command  of  General  Clinton  ;  and  pray 
that  a  day  may  be  assigned  on  which  lliey  may  be  heard 
in  the  premises. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  with  a  certificate  order- 
ing Cornelius  Haring  to  subscribe  their  names  to  that 

Eetilion  be  committed  to  Mr.  Contine,  Mr.  Stevens  and 
Ir.  Harper,  to  report  thereon. 
The  letter  of  James  Hunter,  dated  on  the  16th  instant, 
and  returned  by  the  committee  for  detecting  conspiracies, 
&c.  was  read,  and  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Shawangunk,  January  the  \Gtk,  1776. 

"Sir — As  I  am  credibly  iidornied  by  the  neighbours 
that  there  is  a  great  resortof  pcoplefrom  tlie  Mohawk  conies 
to  Wilmentown,  and  is  alleged  to  carry  letters  from  and  to 
Lady  Johnson,  and  is  like  to  cause  some  uneasiness.  She 
also  has  a  span  of  horses  that  will  soon  destroy  the  hay 
that  was  left  on  that  estate  for  to  support  the  remainder  of 
the  stock  left  for  the  support  of  the  overseers  and  slaves. 

"Sir,  you  will  please  to  send  over  the  accounts  of  the 

f)art  of  the  moveable  estate  of  Thomas  H.  Barclay,  if  you 
lave  got  it  drawn  out,  as  I  iiave  some  more  money  to  car- 
ry into  the  treasury  of  this  Stale. 

"  And  you  will  greatly  oblige  to  serve, 

"JAMES  HUNTER." 

Ordered,  That  the  preceding  letter  be  committed  to 
Col.  Van  Rensselaer  and  Mr.  Taylor  to  report  thereon. 

The  report  of  the  committee  relative  to  riders  and  ex- 
presses to  be  employed  for  the  Convention,  was  read.  Af- 
ter some  time  spent  therein, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee who  brought  in  the  said  report,  or  such  of  them  as 
are  at  Fishkill ;  and  that  Captain  Schenk  be  added  to  that 
committee.  And 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  and  are  hereby 
authorized  to  agree  with  two  persons  to  be  always  ready 
and  attending  to  ride  as  messengers  for  this  Convention 
when  required. 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to, 
with  design  to  procure  blankets  and  hose  for  the  Conti- 
nental troops  raising  in  this  State,  vizt : 

Whereas  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  thi.s  Conven- 
tion to  leave  no  means  uncssayed  to  provide  for  the  com- 
fortable clothing  and  accommodation  of  the  troops  raised 
in  this  State,  and  who  in  tins  inch-inent  season  are  risk- 
ing tiieir  lives  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  their  country. 
And  WHEREAS  the  benevolent  princi[)les  wl'irh  should  ever 
distinguish  a  people  determined  to  be  free,  loudly  calls  on 
the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  who  remain  in  tranquility  at 
home,  to  afford  all  the  supplies  in  their  power  to  their 
brethren  in  the  field. 

Resolved,  That  application  be  made  to  every  house- 
holder in  the  county  of  Dutchess,  Westchester,  Orange, 
Ulster,  Albany,  Trynn,  Charlotte,  Gloucester  and  Ciin^i- 
bcrland,  immediately  to  furnish,  for  the  use  of  the  said 


troops,  as  many  pair  of  men's  stockings,  and  as  manv 
blankets,  as  they  can  possibly  spare,  and  that  they  be  paid 
the  value  according  to  llieir  quality,  but  not  to  exceed 
twelve  shillings  for  each  pair  of  stockings,  and  forty-eight 
shillings  for  every  blanket. 

Resolved,  That  the  county  committees  in  each  of  the 
said  counties  do  forthwith  appoint  proper  collectors  in  each 
of  the  districts  of  their  respective  counties,  to  execute  the 
above  resolutions;  and  that  sucli  be  paid  for  their  trouble 
at  the  rate  of  six  pence  for  every  pair  of  stockings,  and  one 
shilling  for  every  blanket  they  shall  respectively  collect  as 
aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  the  collectors  to  be  appointed  as  afore- 
said, do  without  delay  send  the  stockings  and  blankets  ihey 
shall  respectively  collect,  to  the  cliairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  their  respective  counties  ;  and  that  the  said  chairman 
do  immediately,  on  receipt  thereof,  send  the  same  to  the 
store  of  John  Taylor,  Esqr.  at  Albany,  or  to  the  ciutiiing 
store  at  this  place,  as  shall  be  most  convenient. 

Resolved,  That  the  committees  of  the  counties  afore- 
said, have  power  to  draw  on  the  President  of  the  Conven- 
tion for  such  sums  as  may  bo  necessary  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  for  defraying  the  carriage  or  Iransporiatioii. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  county  committees  return  to 
this  Convenlion  regular  accounts  of  their  procecumijs  in 
the  execution  of  the  above  resolutions. 

Ordered,  That  Samuel  Loudon  do  attend  the  Represen- 
tatives of  this  State  when  assembled  at  twelve  o'clock  to- 
morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto 
Lieutenant  Jacob  Bower,  the  sum  of  niiiely-seven  pounds 
twelve  shillings,  in  full,  for  the  balance  of  the  pav  ;  and 
the  further  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ten  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings, in  full,  for  subsistence  of  his  company,  (raised  in 
the  county  of  Albany  by  order  of  the  committee  for  detect- 
ing conspiracies,)  from  the  30th  of  October  to  the  C9th 
December  last,  inclusive,  agreeable  to  his  pay  and  subsis- 
tence rolls,  sworn  to  by  him,  and  audited  by  the  commiiiee 
of  accounts. 

The  Committee  of  Safely  then  adjourned  lill  4  o'clock 
this  afternoon. 

Die  Martis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  Jany.  2\st,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — James  Livinsston,  Esqr.  Chairman. 
Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Dunscomb — New-York. 
Major  Webster — Charlolle. 
Mr.  Gelston,  Mr  Smith— Sa/o/fc. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Kewkirk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Ailialc,  Mr.  Rob.  Yates,  Col.  Livingston,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Mr.  Taylor — ALbunij. 

Major  Schenk,  Captn.  Schenk — Dutchess.  .,■  .  .    f' • 

Mr.  Stephens,  Mr.  Sessions — Cumberland. 
Mr.  Contine — Ulster. 
Mr.  Lawrence — Queens. 

Colo.  Drake,  Mr.  Morris,  Judge  Graham — Westchester. 

An  account  of  Thomas  Stebbings  for  apprehending  sun- 
dry prisoners  sent  from  this  Stale  to  Springfield  jail,  and 
who  had  made  their  escape  from  thence  and  were  taken, 
was  exhibited  to  ihe  Commitlee  ol  Safety  fur  payment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  delivered  by  Mr. 
Stebbings  to  the  Committee  for  delecting  conspiracies,  &c. 
and  that  the  said  commitlee  he  and  arc  hereby  authorized 
to  audit  the  said  account,  and  pay  such  sum  for  the  same 
as  they  may  think  proper. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  relative  to  the  ran- 
gers raised  in  different  counties  in  this  State,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read.  The  same  beins  again  read 
by  paragraphs,  debates  arose  thereon,  and  after  some  litne 
spent  therein, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  recommitted  to  Mr. 
Adgate,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper  and  Major  Webster. 

An  affidavit  of  Isaac  Adriancc,  relative  to  maltreatment 
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by  him  received  from  a  certain  Joseph  Beane,  employed 
in  the  service  of  the  Continental  army,  was  read. 

Resolved,  Tliat  a  copy  of  the  said  affidavit  be  sent  to 
the  commanding  olRcer  of  tlie  Continental  troops  at  this 
place ;  and  that  lie  be  requested  to  cause  the  said  Joseph 
Beane  to  be  taken  and  secured  under  guard,  and  make  re- 
turn thereof  to  this  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  atHdavit  be  committed  to  Messrs. 
Duane,  Robert  Yates  and  \Vm.  Smith. 

A  letter  from  Brigadier-General  McDougal,  dated  this 
day,  was  received  and  read,  and  follows,  to  wit : 

'•Peekskill,  21st  Jany.  1117. 

"  Dear  Sir — I  have  seen  so  many  of  the  Continental 
arms  drawn  out  of  the  stores  to  arm  the  militia,  that  I  fear 
some  bad  consequences  will  result  from  it.  Many  of  those 
into  whose  hands  they  have  been  put,  are  disatfected  to  the 
country ;  besides  experience  has  taught  us,  that  notwith- 
standing the  most  positive  orders  have  been  given  to  the 
mihtia  to  return  the  arms  and  accoutrements,  yet  they  have 
been  disobeyed  ;  the  arms  and  accoutrements  have  been 
carried  off,  and  many  exchanged  for  an  inferior  sort,  and 
it  cannot  be  expected  that  our  militia  will  pay  more  respect 
to  orders  than  others.  If  they  should  not,  when  those 
arms  are  wanted  to  arm  the  standing  troops,  it  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  consequences  the  most  fatal  to  our  bleeding  and 
distressed  country.  For  these  reasons  1  cannot  think  it  my 
duly  to  deliver  out  any  more  of  the  public  arms.  Near 
800  have  already  been  delivered  out.  As  General  Ten 
Broeck  informed  me  a  number  of  your  militia  are  expect- 
ed down  without  arms,  I  judged  it  expedient  to  advise  you 
of  my  resolution,  which  1  hope  will  appear  to  you  to  be 
for  the  public  service.  Nothing  material  was  cast  up  in 
our  army  under  General  Heath,  by  advice  from  him  yes- 
terday. Fort  Independence  was  to  be  invested  to-day. 
The  garrison,  with  a  reinforcement  it  has  received  since 
our  army  advanced,  consists  of  350  men,  mostly  of  Rodgers' 
corps.  Col.  Webb,  late  aid-de-camp  to  General  Washing- 
ton, arrived  here  last  night  from  Head-Quarters.  He  in- 
forms me  the  lighthorse  and  the  guard  desert  frequently 
in  small  parlies  to  our  army  ;  that  the  forage  and  baggage 
of  the  enemy  are  sent  on  Staten  island  ;  that  a  Mr.  Siirhng, 
a  cadet,  nephew  to  Col.  Sterling,  in  the  enemy's  army, 
had  come  off  to  General  Washington,  from  a  disgust  to  I 
their  service.  Time  will  only  permit  me  to  add,  that  I 
am,  with  great  respect, 

"  Your,  and  the  Committee's 

"  Very  humble  servant, 

"ALEXR.  McDOUGALL. 

"  To  the  Chairman  of  the 

Committee  of  Safely  of  New-York." 
The  Committee  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

January  22d,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — James  Livingston,  £sqr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Uunscomb,  Mr.  Roosevelt — New-York. 

Mr.  Contine— t/7s(e)-. 

Mr.  Harper,  Jlr.  iS'ewkirk— Tryon. 

Major  Lawrence— QiiCCJis. 

Mr.  Adgale,  Mr.  Rob.  Yates,  Col.  Livingston — .Albany. 

Captain  John  Schenk,  Mr.  Henry  Schenl< — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Gelston— Sui/o/fc. 

Col.  Drake — li'estchester. 

Mr.  Webster— C/iar/oi/c. 

Mr.  Loudon  attended,  according  to  the  order  of  yester- 
day, and  being  called  in,  was  asked  by  the  President  whe- 
ther he  had  not  been  informed  that  exceptions  were  taken 
at  his  publishing  certain  extracts  from  Gaines'  paper,  those 
extracts  pointed  out  to  him,  and  he  requested  to  stop  any 
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further  publication  of  that  paper  ?  To  which  he  answered, 
that  he  did  receive  such  message,  and  immediately  stopped 
the  press  and  hung  up  the  wet  papers  to  dry  ;  that  he  pu- 
blished those  e.xtracts  through  iiiadvenencv,  and  with  no 
evil  design,  but  merely  to  satisfy  the  curiosuy  "f  tho^e  who 
might  wish  to  see  what  stuff  was  published  ;it  Xi^w-Vork. 
Being  asked  whether  he  was  not  requested  to  supiprt-^s  that 
paper,  he  sailh,  that  he  did  endeavour  to  supprf.^;  n,  !>iit 
that  two  or  three  were  taken  out  while  he  was  down  >i.Tirs 
and  two  were  taken  from  him  by  the  Albany  I'n-i,  who 
wanted  two  or  three  dozen.  Being  asked  if  he  did  not  de- 
liver a  number  of  them,  he  saitli  that  he  did  not,  tun  had 
already  sent  some  to  Peekskill,  and  a  few  to  Uarttcrd.  aiiJ 
did  endeavour  to  suppress  it  immediately;  that  lie  w,is  in 
a  great  straight,  for  that  he  was  afraid  if  the  suppression  of 
it  was  known,  it  would  do  mischief,  and  iheret'ore  told  liiuse 
who  wanted  his  paper,  that  a  few  were  printed  ami  sent 
off.  Being  asked  whether  he  was  requested  not  to  publish 
the  said  paper,  he  saith  that  he  does  not  remember  that  he 
was. 

Mr.  Loudon  withdrew. 

The  Committee  then  determined  that  he  be  auain  called 
in,  and  that  he  be  reprimanded  by  the  Chairman  m  tlie  fol- 
lowing words,  to  wit : 

"  Mr.  Loudon,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you,  thai  by  pu- 
blishing your  paper,  after  an  express  order  of  this  House 
to  the  contrary,  you  have  been  guilty  of  a  great  iiuuit  to 
their  authority.  That  so  long  as  you  receive  a  pension 
from  this  House  you  are  their  servant,  and  therefore  umliv 
of  great  ingratitude,  in  presuming  to  disobey  their  com- 
mands. The  House  do  not  mean  to  lay  any  restrnxions 
upon  the  liberties  of  the  press,  but  they  are  deterniine.i  not 
to  employ  any  person  who  shall  do  things  iniinir.il  lo  the 
cause  of  American  freedom.  The  House  upon  vonr  sub- 
mission have  pardoned  this  offence." 

Mr.  Loudon  being  called  in,  and  accordingly  rcpriniand- 
ed,  asked  pardon  and  withdrew. 

Orderrj,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  pay  unto 
Samuel  Lyon  the  sum  of  two  pounds,  for  his  iroiii'ie  and 
expense  in  proceeding  from  Rye  lo  His  Excellency  <.'ene- 
ral  Washington,  at  New-York,  with  the  account  of  the  ar- 
rival of  the  enemy's  fleet,  which  was  forwarded  liy  the 
committee  of  New-Jjondon,  and  the  other  committee  lu  the 
western  part  of  Conneclicut,  and  that  he  charge  the  same 
to  Continental  account. 

A  letter  from  Thomas  Machin,  at  New-Windsor,  dated 
January  the  twenty-first,  directed  lo  Mr.  Duer.  requesting 
a  number  of  carpenters'  tools  lor  the  people  emphn'oJ  un- 
der him,  in  procuring  and  preparing  timber  for  theol)<;nic- 
tions  intended  to  be  made  in  Hudson's  river,  at  or  near 
Pollepul's  island,  was  read,  and  follows,  to  wit : 

"  New-fVindsor,  2!s/  Janminj,  1777. 

"Sir — We  have  not  yet  had  tools  for  more  than  ihirtv 
men;  we  have  now  one  hundred  and  fifty  carpenters,  and 
unless  we  can  be  supplied  with  one  hundred  broad  axes, 
and  one  hundred  augers,  inch,  and  inch  and  a  quarter,  and 
three-quarters,  with  some  square  chissel?  and  ^ouLres,  wc 
must  discharge  a  great  part  of  our  men.  The  bearer.  .Mr. 
Thomas  Gee,  who  has  conveyed  John  McConib  to  you  l>e- 
ing  charged  wth  damning  the  Honourable  C'onL'rcss,  will 
see  to  getting  the  tools  for  the  work. 

"I  am  your  humble  scrv.mt. 

"THOS.  .M.VCHIN". 

"  P.  S.  One  hundred  good  narrow  axes  are  nuicli  want- 
ed." 

A  note  from  Mr.  Jay,  informinji  that  Afr.  Bosiwick  re- 
fuses lo  deliver  those  articles,  without  an  order  from  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  or  his  superior  officer,  was  also  read. 
Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Andrew  Bostwick,  one  of  tfiC  Cju.ar- 
ter-Master-General's  agents,  be  directed  lo  deliver  to  'i'ho- 
mas  Gee,  for  the  use  of  the  persons  employed  under  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Machin,  in  procuring  and  preparing  limber, 
•Sec.  for  the  obstructions  intended  lo  be  made  in  Hudson's 
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tlie  following  tools,  to  wit :  50  broad  axes,  25  augers, 
'l7*i'cli.  25  dilloof  1  inch,  25  ditto  of  J  inch,  100  narrow 
»ic»  squares,  20  gouges,  50  one  incli  chissels,  50 

(ni)  inch  ditto  and  that  lie  take  a  receipl  for  the  same. 

A  letter  from  Hugh  Rea,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  Northeast  precinct  in  Dutcliess  county,  dated  on  the 
niiieieenlh  instant,  informing  of  their  having  levied  fines 
from  sundry  persons,  who  neglected  their  duty  to  inarch, 
and  did  not  inarch  with  the  militia  when  directed,  was  read, 
and  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Northeast  precinct,  Dutchess  county,  } 
"  In  Special  Committee,  9/A  Jany.  1777.  J 

"  Gentlemen — When  orders  were  received  for  drafting 
men  to  serve  in  General  Scott's  and  Clinton's  brigades,  se- 
veral neglected  their  duty  in  marching,  and  remained  un- 
molested, which  has  encouraged  those  drafted  to  join  Colo. 
Graham,  to  rejieat  the  like  otfence  ;  and  as  the  proper  offi- 
cers to  lake  notice  of  that  matter  are  absent,  this  commiuee 
did  lake  to  themselves  the  power  of  punishing  such  delin- 
quents, knowing  that  a  neglect  of  it  would  be  highly  inju- 
rious to  the  common  cause,  as  well  as  to  the  honour  of  tins 
Slate. 

"  This  committee  take  the  liberty  to  inform  your  Ho- 
nourable Body  of  their  proceedings  in  this  matter.  We 
proceeded  to  fine  the  different  offenders,  according  to  their 
circumstances  ;  all  which  fines  being  collected,  amounts  to 
upwards  of  one  hundred  pounds,  exclusive  of  charges  paid 
for  bringing  in  the  delinquents  ;  and  all  the  militia  being 
immediately  ordered  to  march,  it  was  impossible  for  us  to 
apply  it,  as  your  resolves  direct  in  such  cases.  We  there- 
fore would  beg  the  advice  of  your  Honourable  Body,  with 
regard  to  the  application  of  said  moneys  ;  and  we  shall 
still  proceed  with  the  rest  of  the  delinquents  in  the  forego- 
ing manner,  until  otherwise  directed.  And  if  we  have 
done  wrong  in  this,  we  hope  the  Convention  will  impute  it 
to  our  zeal  for  the  public  good. 

"  We  are,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  very  humble  servants, 
"  By  order  of  the  committee. 

"  HUGH  REA,  Chairman. 

■'  To  the  Honourable  Convention 

of  the  Slate  of  New-York,  Fishkill." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  Yates,  Judge  Graham  and 
Captain  Schenk,  be  a  committee  to  consider  of  the  said 
letter  and  report  thereon. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  4  o'clock  this  after- 
noon. 

Die  Mercurii,  4  ho.  P.  M.  Jany.  22nd,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — James  Livincston,  Esqr.  Chairman. 
Mr.  Duanc,  Mr.  Dunscomb — New-York. 
Mr.  John  S^hcnV— Dvtchcss. 

Mr.  Morris,  Col.  Drake,  Judge  Graham — Westchester. 

Mr.  R.  Yates,  Col.  Livingston,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Taylor,  Col  Yan 
Kens.selaer — Albany.  * 

Mr.  Webster— CAaWo/(f. 

Major  Lawrence — Orange,  ' 
Mr.  \Vm.  Smith,  Mr.  Gelston— Su/o/fc. 
Mr.  Wm.  Harper— Tri/on. 
Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 

A  request  of  Mr.  John  Barnes,  (directed  to  Mr.  Duer,) 
that  Nehemiah  Oakley,  a  cooper,  who  has  engaged  to 
make  two  hundred  flour  barrels  by  the  first  day  of  June 
next,  may  be  exempted  from  military  duty,  was  read. 
_  Ordered,  That  Col.  P.  R.  ]>ivingslon  and  Captain 
Schenk,  be  a  committee  to  consider  of  the  said  applica- 
tion, and  to  consider  wliethcr  carters  of  ore  at  furnaces 
should  be  considered  exempt  from  military  duly,  and  to  re- 
port thereon. 

Mr.  Piatt,  one  of  the  members,  brouiilit  into  the  Com- 
miltce  a  bill  of  sale  from  John  Miller  (who  is  said  to  be 
gone  over  to  the  enemy,)  to  John  Halstead  and  Hodolphus 


Swarlwout,  of  his  goods  and  houseliold  stuff,  &c.  and  re- 
quested the  sense  of  this  House  whether  the  said  goods 
should  be  held  by  ihein  by  virtue  of  the  said  bill  of  sale. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper  and 
Captain  Schenk,  be  a  commiilee  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

A  letter  from  David  Pye,  Esqr.  of  Clarks  Town,  direct- 
ed to  Henry  Wisner,  Esqr.  relative  to  the  depreciation  of 
Continental  currency,  and  informing  that  the  Continental 
stores  are  not  well  attended,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  and  delivered  to  the  com- 
mittee for  devising  means  to  prevent  the  depreciation  of 
Continental  currency. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  fron) 
the  Honourable  Francis  Lewis,  Esqr.  at  Consress,  on  the 
subject  of  the  representation  of  this  Stale  in  that  Honoura- 
ble House,  delivered  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  consideration  thereof  is  deferred  until  a  meetin<' 
of  the  Convention. 

Several  matters  of  the  utmost  importance  to  this  State, 
requiring  immediate  despatch,  being  now  before  this  Com- 
mittee, for  the  determination  whereof  they  are  utterly  in- 
adequate : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  there  be  an  immediate  call 
of  the  Convention,  and  that  the  Chairman  give  notice 
ihereot  to  the  absent  members,  punctually  to  attend  at 
Fishkill,  on  the  third  dav  of  February  next." 

Mr.  Duane  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter  lo  His  Excellen- 
cy General  Washington,  in  answer  lo  his  letter  to  William 
Duer,  Esqr.  relative  to  the  clothing  detained  at  this  place 
by  order  of  Convention,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  raised 
in  this  Slate,  which  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit  : 

„  "  Fishkill,  22nd  Dec.  rns. 

'  His  E.xcellency  General  Washington— 

"  Mr.  Duer,  with  several  other  Members  of 
Convention,  is  now  attending  the  army  raised  wiihin  this 
Slate  on  a  secret  expedition  projected  bv  this  Convention, 
with  a  view  to  cooperate  with  your  Excellency,  or  at  least 
to  create  a  diversion  in  your  favour.  For  iliis  reason,  vour 
Excellency's  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  to  that  gentleman, 
has  been  laid  before  the  Committee  of  Safety,  who,  an.x- 
ious  for  the  public  good,  have  long  viewed  the  want  of 
clothing  lor  the  array  as  a  very  capital  misfortune.  Un- 
happily deprived  of  all  our  seaports,  the  means  of  impor- 
tation are  totally  cut  off  from  this  State,  and  we  have  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  procure  a  supply  from  Congress  and 
our  sister  States,  as  a  part  of  the  Continental  bounty. 
The  recruits  are  importunate,  and  express  the  utmost  dis- 
content that  their  clothing  is  withheld  :  a  spirit  of  deser- 
tion is  already  prevailing,  and  the  recruiting  service,  which 
in  the  beginning  was  extremely  successful,  now  meets  with 
discouragement.  Perplexed  with  this  difficulty,  it  was 
with  the  utmost  satisfaction  we  learnt  that  a  quantity  of 
clothing  for  the  Conlinenial  troops  was  stored  at  ihis  place. 
They  arrived  at  Peekskill  about  a  month  ago  ;  remained 
there  several  days;  were  then  sent  to  Fishkill  Landing, 
about  twenty  miles  north  of  Peekskill,  stored  a  week,  and 
then  transported  by  land  to  this  town,  about  six  miles 
east  of  the  Landing,  and  stored  there  several  days,  with- 
out any  effort  to  have  them  made  into  clothes,  or  accordimr 
to  our  information,  any  attempts  to  forward  them  to  yoiir 
E.YCellency  :  add  to  this,  that  the  assistant  quartcr-master- 
general,  Mr.  Hughs,  informs  one  of  the  members  that 
part  of  those  goods  were  to  be  left  here  for  the  use  of  the 
Continental  troops  wiihin  this  State.  From  all  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  Convention  were  lead  to  conclude  that 
there  could  be  no  impropriety  in  applying  them  according- 
ly. 'Tis  true  that  the  storekeeper  were  not  inclined  to 
deliver  them  without  your  E.'ccellency's  directions,  though 
he  finally  consented,  on  the  importunity  of  the  committee 
of  Convention  appointed  to  procure  clothing  for  the  Conti- 
nental troops  in  this  department.  These  are  the  facts  : 
and  if  we  have  erred,  ii  was  from  an  anxiety  to  promote 


jlc".  >h'.ib  :::•.'.!■':  lie 


•<f!  ;.,nii.'i'  .••  -  1  .fi-fiinyVflol 

V    '.17.  ,.  ;.•  .-.I  V.'31V  /•  >'!«.. 

'       ■,  ■  v.,.;vi  ^'v:/i  •  -y^.'i 


iii;..-,  -Ml}  :  !  > 


.   .      '  ...       .  . 

.   ,  '    r  '  V    :  .h-,jni.^:'-r3  :;>(; 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 


783 


the  public  service,  which  was  and  still  is  suffering  for 
want  of  a  compliance  wiiii  the  encouraiierneiu  whicli  Con- 
gress has  engaged  to  the  new  levies.  Vou  ni^y  l)e  assur- 
ed, sir,  that  nothing  is  further  from  our  wishes  than  to  in- 
terfere with  the  military  line,  or  to  ahridu'c  your  Excellen- 
cy's unquestionable  province.  On  ihe'comrary,  we  la- 
ment it,  as  a  misfortune,  that  from  your  late  necessary  re- 
treat and  remote  situation,  so  great  a  share  of  tiie  mii'iiary 
operations  in  this  quarter  is  cast  upon  us  ;  and  that  we 
are  compelled  to  turn  our  attention  to  mailers  out  of  the 
line  of  the  civil  power,  and  solely  resting  with  your  Ex- 
cellency. 

"The  request  communicated  to  Mr.  Duer  for  forwarding 
such  of  the  goods  as  have  not  been  Uclivered  to  Continen- 
tal recruits,  shall  be  instantly  complied  ^vlth. 

"Permit  us  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  there  is  not 
the  least  room  for  apprehending  that  any  stores  of  goods 
passing  through  this  6tate  will  be  detained.  The  respect 
we  have  always  shown  and  sincerely  feel  for  your  person 
and  office,  our  uniform  and  cheerful  compliance  wiili  all 
your  requisitions,  our  zeal  lor  the  cotninon  cause,  and  the 
great  and  continued  exertions  of  this  Stale,  ought,  we  tlaiier 
ourselves,  to  secure  us  from  such  suspicion;  in  ihe  instance 
of  whichyour  Excellency  complains,  we  conceived  we  were 
serving  the  public,  though  we  were  sensible  that  in  that 
as  well  as  many  other  respects  we  were  acting  out  of  our 
proper  sphere.  It  is  out  of  our  power  to  clothe  the  quota  of 
levies  of  this  State  ;  our  militia  constantly  employed  m 
the  field  are  drawn  from  their  ordinary  business  ;  the  in- 
habitants themselves  are  destitute.  We  have  few  manu- 
facturers, and  cloth  of  every  kind  is  scarce  and  dear  be- 
yond descripiion. 

"We  have  informed  the  county  of  our  inabilitv,  as  well 
as  the  Quarler-Master-General.  We  have  no  answer  or 
aid  either,  but  assure  ourselves  that  when  your  Excellen- 
cy's arduous  situation  shall  permit,  these  circumstances 
which  give  us  unspeakable  distress  will  claim  your  atten- 
tion. 

"  The  first  New-York  battalion  commanded  by  Col.  Van 
Schaick,  and  recruited  to  about  fourhundred  men,  is  alrcatly 
marched  to  garrison  Fort  George  or  Ticonderoga  ;  for  the 
safety  of  which,  against  a  winter  campaign,  we  are  not 
without  strong  apprehensions,  as  the  troops  stationed  at 
those  important  fortresses  may  march  otT  immediately,  on 
the  expiration  of  the  term  of  their  enlistment. 

"  Had  this  State  been  encumbered  with  raising  only  the 
five  battalions  assigned  for  its  quota,  we  flatter  ourselves 
that  under  every  dilFiculty  our  engagements  la  Congress 
would  soon  have  been  complied  with;  but  besides  the  bat- 
talions under  our  immediate  direction,  Col.  Hazen,  and 
Col.  James  Livingston  and  even  Col.  Warner,  and  num- 
bers of  their  officers,  are  recruiting  within  a  vState  already 
deprived  of  a  great  part  of  its  territory. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
"  His  Excellency  General  Wasiiingto.v." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  chairman,  and  transmitted. 

Mr.  Duane  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Honourable 
John  Hancock,  in  answer  to  his  of  the  10th  instant,  rela- 
tive to  the  state  of  the  levies  raising  in  this  State,  was  read 
and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

•<  Sir — Your  favour  of  the  10th  instant,  enclosing  the 
resolution  of  the  Honourable  Congress  of  the  ninlli,  re- 
specting the  new  levies  in  this  State  has  been  laid  bclore 
the  Committee  of  Safety. 

"lam  directed  to  assure  you  that  every  exertion  in 
the  power  of  the  Convention  has  been  employed  to  for- 
ward this  most  essenlial  service.  General  Schuyler,  who 
was  lately  at  this  place  on  the  business  of  the  army,  in- 
formed us  that  our  first  battalion  commanded  by  Colonel 
Van  Schaick,  was  recruited  to  about  400  men,  and  that  iie 


had  been  under  the  necessity  of  ordering  them  to  march 
towards  Ticonderoga,  for  the  safety  of  which,  against  a 
winter's  campaign,  we  are  not  without  strong  appreiien- 
sions.  The  General  has  however  left  a  number  of  re- 
cruiting officers  of  that  battalion  at  Albany,  to  complete  its 
quota. 

"  We  have  no  returns  from  the  other  regiments,  nor  can 
they  be  at  present  obtained,  as  the  reciuiting  othccrs  dis- 
persed in  the  different  counties  have  made  none  ;  i\um  the 
best  computation  they  are  not  above  half  raised.  The  first 
batlalions  assigned  for  the  quota  of  this  State,  would,  not- 
withstanding its  mutilated  condition,  have  been  very  easily 
raised,  had  not  the  recruiting  the  levies  which  at  iirst  met 
with  success,  been  unhappily  impeded  by  a  variety  of  ob- 
stacles which  we  beg  leave  to  suggest : 

"  1st.  In  order  to  raise  the  drooping  spirits  of  our  bre- 
thren in  j\ew-Jersey,  and  to  cooperate  with  His  Excel- 
lency General  Washington,  oral  least  to  create  a  diversion 
in  his  favour,  the  Convention  detached  a  considerable  part 
of  the  militia  into  that  State,  and  another  large  body  on  an 
expedition  into  Westchester  to  purge  that  county  of  the 
enemy,  and  a  further  view  if  practicable  to  penetrate  into 
New-York.  The  cheerfulness  and  alacrity  with  whicli  this 
service  at  an  inclement  season  was  undertaken,  affords  a 
most  pleasing  evidence  that  a  martial  and  patriotic  spirit 
in  spite  of  all  the  arts  and  delusions  of  our  inveterate  en- 
emies, rouses  and  animates  our  inhabitants  to  action,  in 
proportion  to  the  distresses  which  alllict  tlieircountry,  and  in 
resentment  of  the  horrid  cruelties  which  have  been  perpe- 
trated against  their  suffering  brethren  ;  at  the  same  time 
this  necesary  measure  is  highly  detrimental  to  our  new  le- 
vies, as  it  employs  a  large  body  of  our  most  spirited  young 
men,  many  of  whom  would  undoubtedly  have  engaged  in 
the  Continental  forces. 

"  Sndly.  The  recruiting  service  is  further  obstructed  by 
our  inability  to  comply  with  that  [lart  of  the  resolution  of 
Congress  which  provides  that  a  suit  of  clothes  shall  be  given 
to  every  recruit,  as  a  part  of  the  bounty.  Cut  olf  from  the 
means  of  importation  by  the  loss  of  all  our  seaports,  we 
very  early  turned  our  attention  to  our  sister  Slates,  and  ap- 
pointed a  commissary  to  purchase  clolliing.  His  success 
did  not  answer  our  wishes.  We  have  made  known  our  in- 
ability to  procure  clothing,  to  Congress,  as  well  as  the 
linarler-Master-General,  and  are  still  left  without  any  as- 
sistance. The  recruits  are  importunate  for  this  capital  part 
of  their  bounty.  They  clamour  and  complain  of  being  de- 
ceived, and  consequently  discourage  others  from  engaging. 
Our  distress  on  this  account,  is  unspeakable. 

"3rdly.  It  is  further  obstructed  by  the  exertions  of  Colonel 
Ilazen,  Col.  James  Livingston,  and  even  Colonel  Warner, 
to  recruit  their  respective  corps  within  this  State  ;  in  which 
the  former  being  called  the  Congress's  own  Regiment,  and 
pretending  to  be  raised  for  its  immediate  defence,  and  that 
they  shall  be  stationed  near  the  seat  of  government,  are 
very  successful. 

"  4lhly.  That  notwithstanding  free  liberty  has  been  siven 
to  recruit  for  the  last  mentioned  regiments  within  this  State, 
soldiers  who  enlisted  in  our  corps  have  been  discharged  by 
general  otficers  in  the  Continental  service,  on  account  of 
their  being  irliabitants  of  neighbouring  States  ;  or  when 
foreigners,  of  their  having  before  served  in  those  regiments. 

"  These  remarks  arc  not  offered  by  way  of  complaint, 
but  lo  possess  Congress  of  the  true  reason  why  our  levies 
are  not  completed  according  to  the  expectations  which  we 
formed  when  the  service  was  first  undertaken.  \\c  hope, 
however,  that  our  efforts  will  be  attended  with  success,  if 
we  can  be  supplied  wilh  clothing  and  blankets  ;  but  as 
every  volunteer  has  a  right  to  call  lor  his  bounty,  and,  in- 
deed, stands  in  the  utmost  necessity  of  clothing,  it  must  be 
impracticable  to  make  any  effectual  progress  liU  that  shall 
be  supplied. 


III- 


■■'T"".'."  Mills  IH.'W  'IT 


781 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 


"  General  Schuyler  has  borrowed  of  this  State  twenty 
ihousaiiJ  pounds  for  the  Continental  service,  which  we  have 
cliarged  to  Hie  United  States. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

"  With  great  respect,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obt.  humble  servant, 

"  By  order. 

u  xhe  Honble.  John  Hancock,  Esqr. 

President,  &c. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  then  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 


-New- 


DIE  JO  VIS,   10  HO.  A.  M. 

January  2'3rd,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — James  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chairman. 
Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Roosevelt 
York'- 

Col.  Graham,  Col.  G.  Drake— IVestchester. 

Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Rob.  Yates,  Col.  Livingston,  Mr.  Adgate — Albany. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  Gelstoa— Su/o/fe. 

.Majr.  Webster— CAarWfe. 

Mr.  Contine — Ulster- 

Major  Laurence — Queens. 

Major  Schenk,  Capt.  Stiheak— Dutchess. 

Mr.  Stevens— Cum6cr/and. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  were  informed  that  there  are 
a  considerable  number  of  public  arms  for  the  Continental 
lioops  wanting  repairs,  whereby  it  is  become  necessary  to 
establish  an  armoury  near  this  place. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Contine  and  Mr.  Wm.  Harper  be  a 
committee  to  procure  proper  armourers,  and  establish  an 
armoury  at  or  near  this  place. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Kingston,  in  Ulster  coun- 
ty, signed  by  Mr.  Daniel  Graham  their  chairman,  dated  the 
twenty-second  instant,  was  read.  They  therein  set  forth, 
that  keeping  a  daily  guard  is  become  a  great  burthen  to  liie 
inhabitants,  and  request  that  a  guard  may  be  placed  there 
at  public  expense.  The  said  letter  is  directed  to  Matthew 
Cantine,  Esqr. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Contine  and  Major  Lawrence  be  a 
committee  to  consider  the  said  letter,  and  report  thereon. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  Johannes  Snyder,  dated  at  Rame- 
pougli  the  4lh  of  January  instant,  to  Brigadier-General 
George  Clinton,  was  read.  Colonel  Snyder  informs  tiiat 
he  therewith  sends  to  the  General,  three  men  with  fifteen 
horses,  taken  near  Pumpton,  and  supposed  to  be  purchased 
for  the  use  of  the  enemy.  The  said  letter  also  contains 
information  relative  to  the  said  persons  apprehended,  and 
some  testimony  against  them.  A  pass  from  General  Clin- 
ton, and  two  other  papers  therein  enclosed,  were  also  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  papers  therein  enclos- 
ed, and  also  the  petition  of  Cornelius  Haring  and  John 
Duremus  to  this  House,  relative  to  the  horses  mentioned 
in  the  said  letter  and  formerly  referred  to  Messrs.  Contine, 
Stevens  and  Wm.  Harper ;  and  also  a  letter  from  General 
George  Clinton,  dated  the  luih  instant,  directed  to  Captain 
Ebenezer  Woodhull,  of  the  Orange  county  liglithorso, 
which  was  read,  directing  him  to  seize  the  person,  papers 
and  money  of  one  Palmer,  who  lately  come  from  Long 
island  with  a  large  sum  of  Continental  money  to  purchase 
lands  and  horses,  and  also  to  take  Nicholas  Townshend, 
whereat  Palmer  now  is  ;  and  also  the  bill  of  sale  of  John 
Miller  to  John  Halstead,  for  his  personal  estate ;  be  referred 
to  the  committee  of  Convention  for  delecting  conspiracies, 
&c.  with  full  power  and  authority  to  lliat  committee  to  pro- 
ceed and  determine  thereon. 

A  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Scott  to  tiic  President 


of  the  Convention,  dated  at  camp  at  Williams's,  in  West- 
chester county,  on  the  2!st  instant,  was  read. 

He  therein  informs,  that  he,  with  the  otiier  members  of 
the  Committee  with  him,  have  sent  to  Convention  .Mr. 
Stephen  Kapalje,  taken  at  Nrw-Kochelle,  with  a  large 
quantity  of  cash  brought  from  Long  island  ;  that  the  cash 
is  sent  forward  with  him  in  the  care  of  Captain  John 
Haight,  of  Colo.  Luddenton's  regiment ;  which  cash  was 
brought  in  the  saddle  bags,  locked. 

The  parol  of  the  said  Kapalje  to  attend  the  Convention 
in  company  with  Captain  Haight,  is  annexed  to  the  said 
letter. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  said  letter  from  General  Scott,  the 
said  parol  and  cash  be  delivered  to  the  commu'.ec  of  Con- 
vention for  detecting  conspiracies,  with  full  j)o\ver  and 
authority  to  that  cummitice  to  proceed  and  deterinine  liiere- 
on.  All  the  said  papers  and  cash  were  delivered  accord- 
ingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  on  the  petition  of 
Cornelius  Haring  and  John  Duremus,  and  the  committee 
on  the  said  bill  of  sale  of  personal  estate  be  discliarijed. 

Mr.  Plati,  from  the  committee  of  Convention  appointed 
for  detecting  conspiracies,  &c.  informed  the  Commiitee  of 
Safety  that  he  has  received  a  letter  from  John  Jav,  Es(|r. 
informing  him  that  the  indisposition  of  his  parents  prevents 
his  attendance  at  that  committee.  Mr.  Plait  savs  funlier, 
that  no  other  member  of  that  committee  is  now  present, 
and  requests  two  members  may  be  added. 

Ordered,  That  Judge  Graham  and  Mr.  Wm.  Smith  be 
added  to  that  committee,  and  give  their  attendance  there 
immediately. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  resolutions  of 
Congress  of  the  27tii  of  December  last,  and  the  several 
papers  which  accompanied  the  same,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which  was  read.  Being  again  read  by  paragraphs, 
debates  arose  thereon,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  farther  consideration  thereof  is  postponed  till  next 
tneeting  of  this  Committee. 

On  considering  the  petition  of  Richard  Southard,  and  on 
due  inquiry  made  thereon,  it  appears  that  a  sutiicienl  quan- 
tity of  fire  and  coal-wood  for  the  use  of  the  barracks  and 
smiths'  shops,  may  be  got,  with  little  labour,  fronn  the 
mountains  in  the  neiglibourhood  of  the  same;  and  from 
the  representation  of  the  said  Southard,  it  appears  that  the 
woodcutters  continue  to  cut  the  wood  growing  on  his  said 
farm,  which  must,  in  a  short  time,  greaily  impair  its  value. 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  at  Fishkill 
give  orders  that  no  more  wood  be  cut  off  the  farm  of  the 
said  Richard  Southard,  for  the  use  of  the  said  barracks, 
smith  shops  or  artificers,  without  application  first  made  to 
to  the  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safely  of  this  Slate. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  order  be  seni  to  the 
conimanding  officer. 

A  letter  from  Cndwallader  Colden,  Esqr.  dated  Fishkill, 
on  this  day,  and  directed  to  James  Livingston,  Es(|r.  Pre- 
sident of  the  Convention,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"Fishkill,  Jany.  '23rd,  1777. 
""Sir — I  am  obliged  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  Conven- 
tion, as  also  those  of  the  Committee,  for  having  permitted 
me  to  remain  here  now  seven  weeks,  witlumt  exacting  a 
parol  from  me  or  restricting  me  to  any  limits  of  district  ; 
nolwillislanding  which,  1  have  not  all  this  lime  been  out  to 
see  my  family,  tliough  within  14  miles;  and  as  there  is 
now  an  opening  in  the  river,  so  that  1  can  take  my  horse 
across,  I  embrace  the  opportunity  to  go  to  my  family,  and 
shall  return  to  this  place  upon  the  first  iioiice  that  the 
Honourable  Convention  have  come  to  a  determiniation 
upon  what  they  were  pleased  to  permit  me  to  lay  belore 
them  ten  days  since.  I  acknowledge  that  it  is  a  matter 
that  deserves  serious  and  deliberate  consideration,  and 
whatever  may  be  tlie  result  of  the  Honourable  Convention, 
I  shall  submit  to  it  with  all  humility  ;  and  in  the  mean  lime 
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I  shall  remain  on  my  own  farm,  and  conduct  myself  in  the 
manner  I  have  proposed;  and  will,  upon  ihe'first  sum- 
mons, appear  before  the  Convention, 

"  Whose  most  humble  servant  I  am, 

"  CADWALLADER  COLDEN. 

"  To  James  Livingston,  £sqr. 

President  of  Convealion." 

The  Committee  of  Safety  adjourned  until  to-monow 
morning. 


FRIDAY  MORNING. 

Jaiiy.  24,  1777. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — James  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Buane,  Mr.  Dunscomb — \cw-York. 

Mr.  Contine,  Mr.  Tappen— i7/s(er. 

Mr.  Rob.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate — 'Albany. 

Mr.  Henry  Schenk,  Mr.  John  Schenk — Dutchest. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Gelslon— Su/o/fe. 

Mr.  Morris,  Col.  Drake,  Judge  Graham — Westchester. 

Major  Laurence — Queens. 

Mr.  Webster— CAor/o/ic. 

Mr.  Stephens— Cutnberland. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 

A  letter  from  General  McDougall,  dated  Peekskill,  yes- 
terday, enclosing  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wm.  Seton  to  him, 
setting  forth  that  a  gang  of  villains  armed,  entered  tlie 
house  of  the  said  Wm.  Seton,  in  Cortlandl's  manor, 
and  robbed  and  plundered  him  of  liis  effects,  to  tlie  amount 
of  £600,  and  upwards. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  said  two  letters  be  referred  to  Mr. 
Morris. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  unto  this  Committee, 
that  divers  officers  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  have  levied 
considerable  fines  from  the  said  militia,  for  which  they 
have  rendered  no  account :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officers  of  the  respec- 
tive regiments  of  militia  within  the  respective  counties 
within  this  Stale,  do  call  the  said  officers  to  account  be- 
fore them,  on  oath,  and  do  receive  the  fines  by  them  so 
levied  as  aforesaid,  and  transmit  tlie  same,  together  with 
such  accounts  to  Gerard  Bancker,  Esqr.  the  V^ice-Treasu- 
rer  of  this  Slate,  to  be  applied  and  disposed  of  in  such 
manner  as  the  Convention  or  lulure  Legislature  of  this 
Slate  shall  direct. 

Mr.  Morris,  to  whom  the  letter  of  General  McDouaall 
was  committed,  reported  the  following  d.'^aft  of  a  letter  in 
answer  thereto,  which  was  read  and  approved,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — The  Committee  of  Safely  received  your  favour 
of  yesterday,  and  are  much  pleased  with  the  intelligence 
you  have  given  from  the  southern  army,  on  wliich  thev 
congratulate  you,  being  with  you  ot  opinion  that  the  inci- 
dent will  be  attended  with  salutarv  and  important  effects. 

"  The  robberies  you  mention  have  raised  in  us  a  great 
and  just  indignation.  The  propriety  of  immediate  and  se- 
vere punishment  strikes  forcibly  on  every  tnind. 

"This  Comrnitiec  return  you  th.mks  for  your  attention 
to  Mr.  Seioii's  complaint,  and  further  request  that  you  will 
use  your  most  strenuous  efforis  to  take  and  secure  the 
villains  who  have  been  concerned  in  those  atrocious  acts 
of  violence,  and  such  others,  as  during  your  continuance  m 
that  neighbourhood,  may  be  guilty  of  similar  practices,  the 
Committee  being  willing  to  defray  the  extraordinary  ex- 
pense which  may  arise  from  that  service. 

"  The  raising'a  party  of  men  for  these  purposes  would 
not  only  be  attended  with  great  expense,  but  impede  the 
recruiting  service,  which  is  an  object  of  great  importance, 
and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  a  few  examples  of 
capital  punishment,  will  be  of  more  use  than  several  com- 
panies of  rangers. 

"  The  Committee  will  thank  you  for  such  intelligence 
197' 


as  you  may  receive  from  the  several  armies  now  in  the 
field. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
"  Brigadier-General  McDougall." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Ciiairman,  and  transmitted. 

John  Bloomer  who  was  committed  to  the  custody  of  the 
sergeant-at-arms,  requesting  to  be  heard,  was  admitted. 
He  voluntarily  offered  to  take  the  affirmation  of  allciriance 
to  this  Slate.  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  John  Bloomer,  ipon  paying  the  sum  of 
£7  3s.  2d.  which  this  Committee  hath  advanced  to  detray 
the  expenses  of  bringing  him  to  this  place  according  to  his 
petition,  and  upon  taking  the  affirmation  of  allegiance  to 
this  State,  before  liie  committee  for  detecting  conspiracies, 
&c.  be  disciiarged. 

Resolved,  Tlial  the  committee  appointed,  consisting  of 
Mr.  Contine  and  .Mr.  William  Harper,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  an  armoury  at  or  near  this  place,  be  directed 
and  empowered  to  purchase,  or  cause  to  be  purchased, 
arms  and  accoutrements  for  the  use  of  this  State,  and  that 
they  cause  such  of  them  as  are  out  of  repair  to  be  repaired 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  advance  to 
Mr.  Contine  and  Mr.  Harper,  or  either  of  them,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  to  enable  the  said  commit- 
tee to  execute  i'.'^  said  resolve. 

TlieComui:'.  .  '  ere  informed  llial  the  persons  who  have 
the  care  and  ■  of  the  effects  of  liebecca  Teller,  de- 

ceased, are  \>  ■.  _  and  embezzling  the  same,  and  that  the 
children  of  li;o  -  u  Rebecca  Teller  are  now  maintained  at 
public  expense  :  Tlierefore, 

Resolved,  That  Schenk,  Esqr.  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
appointed  administrator  of  the  goods  and  chattels,  rights 
and  credits,  which  were  of  Rebecca  Teller,  deceased. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake  be  directed  and 
empowered  to  purchase,  or  cause  to  be  purchased,  within 
the  county  of  Westchester,  for  the  use  of  this  State,  as 
I  many  blankets  as  may  be  procured,  agreeably  to  the  prices 
I  and  regulations  contained  in  the  resolutions  of  this  Com- 
!  mittee  of  the  21st  inst.  directing  the  county  committees  to 
!  appoint  proper  persons  to  purchase  blankets  and  stockings 
I  for  the  use  of  this  State. 

Whereas  a  certain  resolution  passed  this  House  on  the 
8th  day  of  November  last,  for  paying  wages  to  such  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  Colonel  Smith's  regiment,  as  were  in 
such  parts  of  this  or  the  neighbouring  Stales,  as  arc  out  of 
the  power  of  the  enemy,  and  also  a  certain  other  resolution 
of  this  House,  passed  on  the  12lli  of  the  same  month,  re- 
I  quiring  all  muster  rolls  to  be  attested  on  oath,  before  the 
I  President  or  Vice-President  of  the   Convention  of  this 
{  State,  or  tlie  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  counties 
I  in  which  said  companies  are  raised  :  And  whereas  the 
I  counties  in  which  Colonel  Smith's  regiment  was  raised,  are 
I  in  I  he  possession  of  the  enemy,  which  renders  it  impracti- 
I  cable  to  apply  to  the  chairmen  of  the  committees  of  the  said 
j  counties,  and  it  being  also  very  inconvenient  for  some  ot  the 
officers  of  the  said  regiment  to  appear  before  the  President 
or  \  ice-President  as  aforesaid,  as  ihey  now  dwell  in  the 
1  eastern  part  of  the  State  of  Connecticut.  Therefore, 

Resolred,  That  the  Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  or  the  chairman  of  any  com- 
I  mittee  within  the  said  State  be,  and  liiey  respectively  are 
hereby  empowered  to  administer  such  oath  as  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Robert  Yates,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  letter  to  Hugh  Rea,  delivered  in  their  report, 
wliich  w.is  read  and  amended,  and  thereupon  the  following 
ficts  and  resolutions  were  unanimously  asreed  to,  to  wit  : 
"  That  by  certain  resolutions  of  the  Convention  of  tlie 
State  of  New- York,  entered  into  on  the  lOlh  day  of  Au- 
gust last  past,  it  is,  among  others, 

"  '  Resolved,  That  when  any  man,  who  shall  have  been 
drafted  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  this  Convention,  shall 
absent  himself  and  neglect  to  appear,  after  being  duly  no- 
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lifted,  the  field  officers  of  the  regiment  to  which  such  of- 
fenders shall  belong,  shall,  upon  due  proof  of  the  same 
by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  two  credible  witnesses,  raise, 
from  the  estate  of  the  otTenders,  by  distress  and  sale,  as 
much  money  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  hire  a  man  to  serve 
in  his  stead,  and  apply  the  same  to  that  purpose  ;  provideil 
the  same  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  £'S0 ;  and  provided, 
also,  that  nothing  in  this  resolve  shall  be  construed  to  ex- 
cuse the  said  absentees  from  serving  with  the  other  drafts 
from  the  militia.' 

"  1st.  That  by  the  said  letter  it  appears,  that  several 
nien  neglected  to  march  in  consequence  of  the  orders  from 
this  House  for  drafting  a  part  of  the  militia  in  Dutchess 
county,  to  form  General  Scott's  and  Clinton's  brigade,  and 
that  no  proceedings  were  had  against  such  absentees. 

"2nd.  That  it  has  given  encouragement  since  to  those 
who  were  drafted  to  join  Colonel  Graham,  to  repeat  tiie 
like  offence. 

"  3dly.  That  as  the  proper  officers  to  take  cognizance 
of  that  matter  were  absent,  the  said  committee  had  taken 
upon  themselves  the  power  of  punishing  such  delinquents, 
and  fining  the  different  offenders,  according  to  their  cir- 
cumstances. 

"4thly.  That  in  consequence  of  such,  their  proceedings, 
upwards  of  £100  has  been  exacted,  exclusive  of  charges. 

"5thly.  That  all  the  militia  are  called  forth  at  present, 
and  the  said  money  can  not  be  applied  to  the  purpose  men- 
tioned in  the  said  report,  and  therefore  want  the  advice  of 
the  Convention." 

Whereupon  this  Committee  of  Safety  are  of  opinion  : 

1st.  That  it  appears  that  the  committee  of  the  Northeast 
precinct  proceeded  to  the  cognizance  of  matters  to  which 
they  were  by  no  means  warranted  by  any  resolve  of  tlie 
Convention  of  this  State  ;  however,  your  Committee  have 
the  greatest  reason  to  conclude  that  they  proceeded  in  this 
matter  from  a  zeal  to  the  cause  of  American  freedom,  and 
not  in  contempt  of  the  resolve  of  the  Convention. 

2ndly.  That  it  appears  tliat  the  before  recited  resolve  is 
inapplicable  to  the  case  when  all  the  militia  of  a  district  or 
county  are  called,  because  no  men  can  be  found  for  hire  to 
go  in  the  stead  of  such  absentee  ;  yet  as  the  spirit  of  the 
said  resolve  intended  pecuniary  punishment  on  delinquents, 
that  a  fine  ought  to  be  exacted.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  money  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
said  precinct  committee,  remain  with  them  for  the  present 
as  a  deposit,  until  the  field  officers  of  the  regiment  return, 
who  are  hereby  directed  to  proceed  to  the  trial  of  the  offend- 
ers, and  for  that  purpose  to  summon  offenders  to  appear 
before  them  ;  and  such  as  may  be  found  guilty,  to  fine 
agreeably  to  the  said  resolve  and  the  circunr.statice  of  the 
case,  remitting  to  the  offenders  respectively,  out  of  the  said 
fines,  a  sum  equal  to  the  costs  which  they  respectively  pn.id 
on  their  former  trial ;  and  that  the  said  precinct  commutee 
deliver  into  the  hands  of  the  said  field  officers,  the  sum  of 
money  so  exacted  as  aforesaid  ;  out  of  which,  the  said 
field  officers  shall  detain  the  said  fines,  rendering  the  over- 
plus (if  any  remain)  to  such  offenders  ;  whicii  said  fines 
shall  be  transmitted  to  the  deputy  treasurer  of  this  State, 
to  be  disposed  of  and  applied  in  such  manner  as  the  Con- 
vention or  future  Legislature  of  this  Slate  shall  direct. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  a  copy  of  the  preceding  facts  and  reso- 
lution be  transmitted  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
Northeast  precinct. 

The  petition  of  Baker,  confined  in  jail  in  Con- 
necticut, as  a  disaffected  person,  was  read  and  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  committee  of 
Convention  for  detecting  conspiracies. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
letter  from  Daniel  Graham,  chairman  ol  the  committee  of 
Kingston,  relative  to  a  guard  for  guarding  the  records  of 
the  Stale,  &c.  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for 
the  consideration  of  the  members. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
state  of  the  conspiracies  of  rangers  in  the  several  counties, 


was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  members. 

Colonel  Dirck  Brinkerhoff  having  had  the  misfortune 
lately  of  having  his  orist  mill  and  fulling  mill  burnt  down, 
and  they  being  very  much  wanted  at  this  juncture,  applied 
for  an  exemption  for  12  workmen  to  erect  and  build  up  the 
same  again  without  loss  of  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  persons  to  the  number  of  12,  who 
may  be  employed  by  Colonel  Dirk  Brinkerlioff  in  rebuild- 
ing his  grist  and  fulling  mills,  be  exempt  from  miliiia  duty 
while  so  employed. 

The  Committee  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning. 


DIE  SABBATI,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

January  25th,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjourment. 

Present — James  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Kobt.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscomb — New-York. 

Mr.  Conline,  Mr.  Tappen — Ulster. 

Mr.  Wni.  Harper,  Mr.  Newliirk — Westchester.  ^ 

Mr.  Adgate,  .\Ir.  Robert  Yates — .Albany. 

Mr.  John  Sclienic,  INIajor  Sclieiik— Z)!/;c/ifSi.  ^, 

Judge  Graham,  .Mr.  Morris — Tnjon. 

JNIr.  Gelston— S«^o//c. 

Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Major  Webster— C/;ar/o/(fi. 

Mr.  Stevens— Cuni6cr/iz;!(f. 

Whereas  the  committee  of  the  county  of  Dutchess 
cannot  be  immediately  assembled  to  carry  into  effect  the 
resolutions  of  this  House  for  establisliiiig  small  pox  hospi- 
tals within  this  State  :  And  where.^s  the  small  pox  is  now 
prevailing  in  the  natural  way  in  the  village  of  Fishkill,  and 
there  is  great  danger  that  the  infection  will  be  communi- 
cated to  the  barracks,  which  gives  great  uneasiness  to  the 
troops  there  quartered,  and  must  be  attended  with  desertion 
and  a  discouragement  of  the  recruiting  service  : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  Major  Schenk  be  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  and  authorized  to  convene  the  precinct  com- 
mittee, or  three  or  four  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Fish- 
kill,  as  shall  be  most  convenient ;  and  with  their  assistance 
provide  a  suitable  place  foran  inoculating  hospital,  observing 
the  restrictions  expressed  in  the  before  mentioned  resolution 
on  this  subject,  and  to  agree  upon  a  rent  for  such  hospital ; 
and  to  direct  all  inhabitants  within  Rombout's  precinct, 
who  have  or  hereafter  may  take  infection,  to  be  immediate- 
ly removed  to  such  liospital,  and  all  such  persons  are  here- 
by required  to  remove  or  be  removed  accordingly. 

Resolved  and-  Ordered,  That  Mr.  lioberl  Vates  and 
Mr.  Duane  be  a  committee  to  inquire  for  and  report  some 
proper  place  to  which  the  Convention  may  remove  and  be 
accommodated  with  lodgings  and  conveniences  on  some 
stable  and  permanent  terms. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  despatches  from  Congress  of  the  2~th  December 
last,  and  the  letter  from  iiis  Excellency  General  Washing- 
ton, of  the  ;^Oth  December,  was  again  taken  into  con- 
sideration and  read  ;  and  being  read  by  paragraphs,  de- 
bates arose  ^on  the  Sth,  9lh  and  10th  paragraphs,  which  are 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention  the 
empowering  his  Excellency  General  Washington  to  make 
out  the  mode  of  promotions  will  tend  greatly  to  the  good 
order  and  discipline  of  the  Continental  troops." 

"  Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  Honourable  the 
Congress  of  the  27th  of  December,  1776,  conferring  ex- 
traordinary powers  upon  ins  Excellency  General  Washing- 
ton, is  wise,  just  and  necessary.  That  it  will  tend  greatly 
to  promote  the  general  interest,  security  and  welfare  of  the 
United  States  of  America  ;  wherefore  this  Committee  do 
heartily  approve  of  the  said  resolution." 
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"  Resolved,  That  the  two  last  resolutions  be  enclosed  to 
his  Excellency  General  Washington  and  to  llie  President 
of  the  Congress." 

After  some  lime  spent  therein,  on  motion,  made  and  se- 
conded for  the  previous  question  as  to  the  saiil  tlirec  pro- 
posed resolutions,  it  was  agreed  unanimously  that  ihey  be 
postponed  until  the  meeting  of  the  Convention. 

The  residue  of  the  said  report  being  read,  amended  and 
agreed  to,  was  adopted.    Tliereupon  it  was 

Agreed,  That  a  certain  resolution  of  tiie  Hon.  Conti- 
nental Congress  of  the  30ih  December,  1776,  proliiliiting 
the  exportation  of  bacon,  salted  beef  and  pork,  soa[),  tallow 
and  candles,  and  a  certain  resolution  of  the  3Ist  Decem- 
ber, 1776,  permitting  the  exportation  of  slaves  and  lumber, 
have  no  reference  to  this  Stale  in  its  present  situation. 

That  a  certain  resolution  of  the  Honourable  Congress  of 
the  11th  December,  177f),  recommending  the  appointment 
of  a  day  of  fasting  and  praying,  ought  to  be  coiiimitted  to 
the  committee  which  the  House  liave  already  named  to 
proclaim  a  solemn  fast. 

That  on  consideration  of  a  certain  resolution  of  the 
Honourable  Congress  of  the  23rd  of  December.  1776, 
ordering  the  transmission  of  receipts,  vouchers,  6cc.  for  the 
expense  of  the  militia  which  have  reinforced  the  Conti- 
nental army,  it  be  and  hereby  is 

Resolved,  That  the  Auditor-General  of  the  accounts  of 
this  Slate,  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  of 
Congress  of  the  23rd  of  December  last,  and  that  he  be  di- 
rected immediately  to  comply  with  ihe  same. 

Resolved,  'J'hat  the  Auditor-General  do  fortiiwiih  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  continuation  of  the  general  account 
of  this  Convention  with  the  Honourable  the  American 
Congress,  and  llie  proper  vouchers  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Auditor-General  prepare  and  bring 
in  general  accounts  between  this  State  and  other  Slates  ; 
and  also  between  this  State  and  the  several  counties  and 
individuals  who  are  indebted  to  the  same. 

Upon  considering  the  resolutions  of  the  27ih  of  Decem- 
ber, 1776,  it  is  agreed  that  so  much  of  the  said  resolutions 
as  relates  to  marching  the  troops  from  the  southward,  the 
appointment  of  a  conimissary-clolhier-general,  the  locaiing 
magazines  in  Pennsylvania  and  Massachusettss,  the  provid- 
ing meat  for  the  armv,  llie  application  to  France  for  arms, 
and  the  punishing  of  persons  in  Philadelphia  who  refuse  to 
take  Continental  money,  docs  not  require  the  pointed  at- 
tention of  the  House. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  by  the 
same  committee,  was  read  and  approved,  and'  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — The  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-York  have 
been  favoured  with  your  circular  letter  of  the  30ili  of  De- 
cember last,  and  direct  me  to  observe,  that  as  this  Slate 
is  now  entirely  excluded  from  the  ocean,  the  general  reso- 
lutions which  relate  to  the  commerce  of  America,  do  not 
'at  present  appear  to  be  calculated  for  us;  but  whenever, 
by  the  kind  interposition  of  divine  Providence  we  shall  be 
restored  to  the  possession  of  our  seaports,  we  shall  pay 
all  possible  attention  to  the  commercial  recommendations 
of  your  Honourable  Body. 

"  Previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  resolutions  for  appoint- 
ing a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  the  Convention  had  taken 
that  matter  into  consideration,  and  directed  a  committee  to 
prepare  proper  resolutions  for  ihc  purpose. 

"  I  am  directed  further  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  the  se- 
veral accounts  between  this  State  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  have  been  prepared  to  the  ninth  day  of  ISovemljer 
last,  and  that  the  remainder  shall  be  made  out  and  trans- 
mitted with  all  possible  despatch,  but  at  the  same  tunc  se- 
veral vouchers  for  the  difierent  departments  are  intricately 
complicated  together.  It  is  our  wish,  for  the  reasons 
already  assigned  to  your  Auditor-General,  the  whole  may 
be  audited  before  one  sincle  hoard  of  commissioners. 

"  We  cannot  but  approve  of  the  foresight  and  attention 
of  your  Honourable  House  in  the  providing  proper  maga- 


zines of  arms  and  ammunition.  It  liath  frequently  given 
us  great  concern  to  observe,  that  hitherto  the  fate  of  all 
America  hath  been  set  upon  a  single  cask. 

"The  timidity  and  caution  which  neccssarilv  followed 
from  this  hazardous  situation,  have  been  productive  of  very 
dangerous  effects  upon  the  minds  of  ihe  people.  It  would 
have  given  us  great  pleasure  to  be  informed  that  the  mea- 
sure taken  to  procure  a  sulficient  number  of  cannon  had 
been  successful. 

"  The  naval  committee  have  requested  this  Convention 
to  procure  cannon  for  the  works  on  Hudson's  river  and  the 
frigates  now  lying  at  Kingston  ;  at  the  same  time  we  are 
informed  by  General  Schuyler,  that  a  very  considerable 
part  of  the  artillery  is  necessary  for  our  defence  in  the 
northern  department. 

"  We  are  sorry  to  add  that  it  is  entirely  out  of  our  power 
to  procure  a  single  piece;  almost  all  those  which  formerly 
belonged  to  this  State,  have  been  employed  in  the  Conti- 
nental service  and  taken  by  the  enemy,  so  that  unless  Con- 
gress can  provide  for  this  contingency,  very  fatal  conse- 
quences may  justly  be  apprehended. 

"  The  Committee,  sir,  direct  me  to  assure  you  that  they 
will  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  forward  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Continental  levies,  on  which  the  interests  of 
America  so  materially  depend. 

"  They  are  well  convinced  that  the  militia  alone  are  ut- 
terly inadequate  to  the  permanent  defence  of  a  country 
against  regular  troops,  however  well  they  may  be  qualilic'd 
to  reinforce  an  army  upon  a  sudden  emergency.  The  great 
expense  of  militia,  hath  been  at  all  times  a  very  serious 
object ;  but  the  worst  evil  to  be  apprehended,  is,  that  all 
the  resources  of  our  country  must  be  exhausted  by  calling 
off  the  husbandmen  and  artificers  so  very  frequentlv  from 
their  several  necessary  employments. 

"  We  beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  Honourable  House 
on  the  late  signal  successes  of  the  American  arms,  and  we 
trust  that  a  just  God  will  continue  to  smile  upon  our  right- 
eous exertions  in  the  great  cause  of  human  nature. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  Honournble  John  Hancock." 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  His  Excellency  General  Washington, 
reported  to  the  same  committee,  was  read  and  approved, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — The  Convention  received  great  pleasure  from 
the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  -^ih  of  Ja- 
nuary instant.  In  just  admiration  of  your  Excellency's  wise 
and  spirited  operations,  they  beg  leave  again  to  congratu- 
late you  on  the  successes  of  the  American  arms,  and  lo 
return  you  their  thanks  for  ihc  attention  which  vou  have 
uniformly  exhibited  lo  the  care  and  defence  of  this  Stale. 

"  ']"he  Convention  have  lately  received  a  very  extraordi- 
nary epistle  from  a  certain  Mr.  Loring,  commissary  ol  pro- 
visions in  the  British  army,  of  which,  and  of  our  answer, 
copies  are  herewith  enclosed. 

"  We  also  send  you  an  account  of  some  prisoners  of 
war  who  have  lately  made  their  escape  from  this  Slate,  re- 
gardless of  those  obligations  which,  among  gentlemen,  are 
sacred. 

"  We  apprehend  no  doubts  can  exist  whether  the  affair 
of  John  Johnson  is  within  your  immediate  cognizance. 
He  held  a  commission  as  brigadier-ceneral  of  imlilia,  and 
it  is  said  another  commission  as  major-general.  That  he 
has  shamefully  broken,  his  parol  is  evident,  but  whether 
it  would  be  more  proper  to  have  him  returned  or  exchang- 
ed, is  entirely  in  your  Excellency's  province. 

"  We  shall  be  happy  to  receive,  by  the  return  of  your  ex- 
press, such  particulars  as  will  be  of  use  to  communicate  lo 
the  public.  Your  Excellency  must  be  sensible  that  every 
thing  which  rouses  and  animates  the  people,  gives  vigour 
to  a  cause  which  depends  upon  their  zeal. 

"  The  party  under  the  command  of  General  Heath  is 
now  in  the  southern  part  of  Westchester  ;  whether  they 
will  make  an  attempt  on  New- York  or  Long  island,  or 
confine  themselves  to  glean  such  forage  as  the  enemy  have 
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1  fi  behind  them,  we  cannot  ascertain,  but  hope  for  the 
former  I^"' cither  case  we  hope  their  movements  will 
faciiiia'c  your  Excellency's  operations. 

"  I  have  the  iionoiir  to  be, 
"  Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant." 
"His  Excellency  General  Wasiii.ngton." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
bv  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

A  letter  from  Samuel  Patrick,  dated  the  22nd  January, 
instant,  directed  to  Captain  John  Schenk,  relative  to  his 
account  for  casting  iron  stoves,  by  order  of  the  Conven- 
tion, upon  the  application  and  earnest  request  ot  General 
Schuyler,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Captain  John  Schenk  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  to 
enable  him  to  pay  Mr.  Samuel  Patrick,  in  part  of  his  ac- 
count, for  ordnance  cast  at  Orange  furnace,  by  order  of 
ihe  Convention  of  this  State. 

A  letter  from  John  Winn  to  the  Convention,  dated  the 
15lh  instant,  and  the  state  of  his  case  as  to  the  charge 
against  him  for  causing  the  death  of  Jacob  Weaver  by  a 
push  with  a  gun,  were  read  and  postponed  till  next  week. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  on 
Monday  morning  next. 


DIE  LUNyE,  10  HO.  A,  M. 

Jany.  21th,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Robert  Harper— A'cii'-ForA:. 
Mr.  Gelston— Su^o/fc. 

Major  Schenk,  Colonel  Humphrey,  Mr.  James  Livingston,  Captain 
Schenk — Dutchess. 
Mr.  Adgate — Albany. 
Major  Lawrence — Queens. 
Mr.  Morris,  Judge  Graham — Westchester. 
Mr.  Tappen,  Genl.  Geo.  Clinlon— !>7s(er. 
Mr.  Websler— Charlotte. 
Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper — Tryon. 
Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 

James  Livingston,  Esqr.  the  Chairman,  being  absent, 
Christopher  Tappen,  Esqr.  was  unanimously  chosen  Chair- 
man jjro  ie«(;)07-e,  until  .Mr.  Livingston  returns. 

An  account  of  Christopher  Leffingwell,  of  Connecticut, 
amounting  to  ninety-seven  pounds  twelve  shillings  and 
six  pence,  lawful  money  of  Connecticut,  for  sloop  hire,  and 
expenses  in  removing  inhabitants  and  stock  from  Long 
island,  with  an  atiiidavit  of  the  said  Christopher  Leffing- 
well, thereto  sworn  before  Samuel  Huiclunson,  assistant, 
that  it  is  a  just  and  true  account  was  exhibited  for  payment. 
Therewith  was  exhibited  a  warrant  from  Governor  Trura- 
buU,  dated  the  Sth  of  September  last,  to  Captain  Leffing- 
well, to  procure  vessels,  and  cause  the  stock  and  inhabitants 
to  be  removed,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy. 

Therewith  was  also  exhibited  a  report  of  Captain  Jjef- 
fengwell,  dated  the  16ih  instant,  to  (jovernor  Trumbull, 
of  his  proceedings,  wherein  he  reports  that  they  brought 
off  to  New-London,  families  and  effects  as  many  as  load- 
ed their  vessels,  and  had  brought  ofT  200  horned  cattle, 
and  about  500  sheep,  besides  families,  furniture,  provi- 
sions, &c. 

Therewith  was  also  exhibited  a  second  order  of  Gover- 
nor Trumbull,  dated  the  l  Uh  day  of  September,  and  en- 
dorsed on  the  former,  directed  to  Captain  Leffingwell,  to 
make  a  second  trip  to  the  said  island,  it  should 
80  advise,  together  with  Captain  Leffingwell's  report  to  the 
Governor  of  his  proceedings,  dated  the  Isl  of  October,  in 
which  among  other  things  he  reports,  that  lie  had  brought 
and  delivered  to  the  committee  at  Norwich,  790  sheep,  and 
152  head  of  horned  callle. 

That  several  of  the  owners  were  then  there,  taking  care 


of  their  own,  and  others  expected  soon,  and  that  probably 
there  will  be  numbers  for  which  no  owners  will  appear. 

Three  members  of  the  committee  for  auditing  accounts, 
to  wit,  Matthew  Adgate,  Alexander  Webster  and  Benja- 
min Newkerk,  have  therewith  returned  a  ccrnficaio,  which 
was  read,  whereby  they  certify  that  ihey  have  examined 
the  said  account,  and  are  of  opinion  that  there  be  allowed 
to  Captain  Christopher  Leffingwell,  for  his  said  account, 
the  sum  of  ninety-seven  pounds  twelve  shillings  and  six 
pence,  lawful  money  of  Connecticut,  being  equal  to  one 
hundred  and  thirty  pounds  three  shillings  and  fourpence, 
lawful  money  of  this  Slate. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  agree  with  the 
committee  of  auditors  in  their  said  report.  And, 

Ordered,  That  ihe  Treasurer  or  Vice-Treasurer  of  this 
State,  pay  to  Captain  Christopher  Leffengwell,  or  his  or- 
der, the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds  three  shil- 
lings and  fourpence,  New-York  money,  in  full  for  the  said 
annexed  account,  and  take  a  receipt  for  the  same.  And 
that  with  the  said  account  and  report  he  file  the  eight  se- 
parate vouchers  and  letter  from  Governor  Trumbull  to 
Captain  Leffingwell,  dated  the  loth  September  last. 

A  letter  from  Brigadier-General  McDougall,  directed  to 
the  Honourable  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  ihe  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  the  State  of  New-York,  was  read,  and 
follows  in  the  words,  to  wit : 

"Head-Quarters,  Peckskill,  January  26//i,  1777. 

"  Sir — I  was  honoured  wiih  your  favour  of  the  24th.  and 
am  happy  to  find  my  conduct  has  your  approbation.  Two 
parties  are  now  out  in  quest  of  the  robbers,  and  another 
will  be  sent  out  to-day.  The  reason  you  assign  for  not 
raising  a  party  to  apprehend,  is  conclusive.  The  several 
small  corps  now  embodied  in  this  Slate  not  on  the  Conii- 
nental  establishment,  is  a  great  prejudice  to  the  recruiting 
The  liberty  given  to  recruit  more  regiments  in  this  Slate, 
than  the  number  assigned  it  by  Congress,  will  neither  ad- 
vance the  public  service  nor  the  reputation  of  the  Slate; 
there  is  no  prospect  of  their  being  full.  The  Continent 
will  therefore  pay  a  disproportionate  number  of  othccrs  for 
the  men,  and  this  State  will  not  fill  those  regimenis  ihev 
ate  ordered  to  raise.  Time  will  only  permit  me  to  add 
that  I  am  with  great  truth  and  regard, 

"  Your  and  the  Committee's  very  humble  servant, 

"  ALEXR.  McDOUGALL. 

"  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Committee  of  Safety  of  New-York." 

The  examination  of  Hannah  White  received  enclosed  in 
General  McDougall's  account,  was  read,  and  follows  in 
the  words,  to  wit : 

"The  examination  of  Mrs.  Hannah  While,  wife  of  Ser- 
geant White,  of  the  regiment  lately  cominanded  by  Ge- 
netal  McDougall,  taken  before  him  at  Peeksill,  Jany, 
25th,  1777." 

"  Mrs.  White  says  she  left  New-York  on  .Monday  the 
20th  inst.  that  the  college,  bridewell,  new  jail,  Baptist  meet- 
ing, and  the  tavern  lately  occupied  by  Mr.  De  la  Montaigne, 
and  several  other  houses,  are  filled  with  the  sick  and 
wounded  of  the  enemy  ;  that  the  Hessians  are  very  sickly 
and  discontented,  and  had  three  rounds  fired  on  a  number 
of  them  in  Jersey,  bv  a  parly  ot  the  British  troops,  for 
refusing  to  come  to  attack  the  Americans  ;  and  that  a  num- 
ber of  the  Hessians  were  brouuht  into  New-York  under 
guard  ;  that  on  Saturday,  before  she  left  the  city,  she  heard 
a  British  officer,  who  rode  an  express  with  the  intelligence 
of  our  troops  beingat  Fort  Independence,  declare  to  another 
they  had  but  400  regulars  in  the  city,  and  about  500  at  the 
forts  near  King's  Bridac,  and  that  they  would  be  obligedto 
send  to  Jersey  for  troops  to  defend  the  city  ;  that  the  ene- 
my obliged  the  citizens  to  watch  at  night,  but  would  not 
trust  many  of  them  with  arms  ;  clul)s  were  given  to  those 
they  suspected,  to  do  duty  with  ;  that  they  appeared  in 
great  consternation  in  New-York  ;  that  on  Monday  some 
officers  were  beating  about  for  volunleers  to  go  into  Jer- 
sey, and  if  a  sufficient  number  did  not  enlist,  the  next  day 


.^vTi 
Ir.r.  .(lil..  ■  ,ir; 

.i.riii.r.oV-' 

•3'. 


)  ,n.    r>'.--i>,  V 


I 


•V— :v 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 


789 


ihe  fifth  man  of  the  citizens,  and  those  who  come  in  for 
protection,  were  to  be  drafted,  to  reinforce  the  enemy's 
army  in  Jersey. 

"That  General  Lee  was  brought  to  New-York  on  Thurs- 
day the  16tii  inst.  where  he  was  under  guard,  in  a  small, 
mean  looking  house,  at  the  bottom  of  Kiiig-sireet. 

"That  her  sister,  with  whom  she  lodged,  paid  eight 
pence  a  pound  for  beef  before  she  came  out,  which  scarcely 
greased  the  water  it  was  boiled  in." 

A  letter  from  Governor  Trumbull  relative  to  the  embar- 
go laid  on  the  Stale  of  Connecticut,  was  received  by  Mr. 
Montaigne,  the  rider,  and  read  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Lebanon,  Jany.  22,  1777. 

"Gentlemen — Your  favour  of  the  l-llli  inst.  by  ex- 
press, came  to  hand  the  19ih.  I  fully  concur  with  you  in 
opinion,  that  it  is  within  the  equity  of  our  act,  that  goods 
purchased  in  the  eastern  States,  or  imported  by  your  mer- 
chants into  this  State  for  the  use  of  your  inhabitants,  should 
be  suffered  to  pass  through  this  Stale  without  any  neces- 
sary impediment. 

"The  Legislature  of  this  State  had  certainly  no  design 
to  add  to  the  distresses  or  injure  any  of  their  neighbours. 
Only  that  persons  of  property  unfriendly  to  these  States, 
in  this,  in  yours,  and  other  neighbouring  States,  were  pri- 
vately attempting  to  ingress  provisions  and  clothing  to  this 
Stale,  with  intent  to  convey  the  same  to  our  enemies,  and 
thereby  distress  our  army  and  embarrass,  and  if  possible, 
defeat  our  measures.  To  this  purpose  the  most  extravagant 
prices  were  offered  and  given,  and  the  currencies  thereby 
affected.  To  prevent  these  evils  the  Assembly  laid  their 
embargo,  and  authorized  the  Governor  and  Committee  ot 
Safety  to  impress  and  seize  any  such  articles  thus  en- 
grossed, for  the  use  of  llie  army.  The  general  good  of  the 
United  Stales  was  their  object,  in  compassing  which  lliey 
wished  as  much  as  possible  to  avoid  ihe  injury  of  any  of 
them.  Powers  were,  therefore,  vested  in  the  Governor  to 
dispense  with  ihe  act  in  particular  cases,  and  permit  the 
exportation  of  any  of  the  enumerated  articles  of  this  de- 
scription. Permits  have  been  and  will  be  granted  lor  the 
exportation  of  these  articles  to  the  subjects  of  the  neigh- 
bouring States,  where  it  appears  they  are  intended  for  the 
use  of  the  friendly  inhabitants  and  there  appears  to  be  no 
design  to  play  upon  our  currencies. 

"  In  the  particular  cases  you  mention  to  the  committee 
of  pay  table  at  Hartford,  or  either  of  them,  Eliliu  Chann- 
cey  and  James  Wadsworth,  Jiin.  Esquires,  at  Durham,  tlie 
Honble.  Jabez  Hamlin,  Esqr.  at  Middletown,  and  Jonathan 
Fitch,  Esqr.  at  IN'ew-Haven,  are  empowered  to  give  permits 
for  exportation  to  anv  person  from  your  Slate  applying  for 
and  procuring  a  certificate  as  vou  propose,  if  lius  provision 
isnoi  ihoughtsutFicient  toremo»e  Uie  inconvenience, persons 
will  be  vested  with  the  like  power  at  any  other  places  you 
shall  judge  necessary. 

,        "  I  am,  gentlemen,  with  truth  and  regard, 
"  Your  obt.  humble  servant, 

"  JOiNTH.  TRUMBULL. 

"  The  Honourable  Committee  of  Salely." 

A  short  letter  from  Joseph  Wood,  of  Orange  county, 
was  received  and  read.  Tlierein  was  enclosed  an  inter- 
cepted letter  from  Murray,  Sansom  &  Company,  directed 
to  Roger  Townsend,  merchant,  at  Goshen,  which  was  read, 
and  follows,  to  wit : 

"Philadelphia,  4th  December,  1776. 

"Dear  Sir — Mr.  Lindley  informs  me  that  he  has  lefl 
the  goods  in  your  care,  with  orders  to  dispose  of  some  part 
of  them ;  but  as  times  seem  exceedingly  precarious,  we 
would  not  wish  to  have  any  Continental  on  iir.nd,  therefore 
desire  that  you  would  not  dispose  of  any  of  ihc  goods  until 
you  hear  further  from  us;  if  you  have  sold  any  of  them, 
please  lay  out  the  money  in  wheat  or  flour,  or  staves,  but 
by  no  means  keep  any  on  our  account. 

"  In  haste,  your  real  friends, 

"  MURRAY,  SANSOM  &  Co. 
"  Mr.  RoDOEEs  TowNSHEND,  Merchant,  Goshen." 
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The  said  letter  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  thereof  be  sent  u,  the 
Commiltee  of  Safety  at  Philadelphia,  and  ih.it  another 
copy  of  the  same  letter  be  sent  lo  Colonel  Woodhiill,  Colo- 
nel Hauthorne  and  Major  Moffat  of  Orange  countv  ,  .iiid 
that  they,  or  any  two  ot  them,  be  direcled^to  tnkc  and  se- 
cure all  the  property  of  the  said  Murray,  Naiisom  ("o. 
which  is  within  this  State,  and  reliini  an  inventorv  th'-reof 
to  this  Convention.    And  lor  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  those  gentlemen,  or  any  two  ut  tiicm. 
be  and  hereby  are  authorized  to  summon  and  convene  iic- 
tore  them  any  witnesses  or  other  persons,  and  to  adniims- 
ter  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  them,  or  either  of  them,  rfhi- 
tive  to  the  matters  to  them  committed  ;  and  to  search,  ^cmi 
for  and  secure  any  papers  or  writings  relative  to  the  r,!-... 
perty  of  the  said  Murray,  Sansom  &  Company. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Adgate,  .Mr.  .•<tt-- 
phens  and  Mr.  Gelston  be  a  committee  lo  report  way?  ;inn 
tneans  lo  obtain  a  reimbursement  of  the  moneys  paid  bv 
this  State  for  the  transportation  of  stock  and  effects  from 
Nassau  island  ;  that  ihey  report  the  mode  of  obtaininL'. 
and  account  for  sellinsj  and  disposing  of  all  such  stock  and 
effects  as  belong  lo  this  State,  as  are  in  the  State  of  f  :nn- 
neclicut. 

James  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
came  in  and  took  the  chair. 

Captain  John  Schenk,  one  of  the  members,  came  in  .md 
took  his  seat. 

A  letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Pr-  si- 
dent  of  the  Honourable  Congress,  dated  at  Bahimortj  oi, 
the  fifteenth  instant,  was  read,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

["  CIRCULAR.] 

"  Baltimore,  Jany,  Ibth.  1777 

"  Gentlemen — In  obedience  lo  the  commands  of  Con- 
gress, I  do  myself  the  honour  of  transmitting  the  enclosed 
resolves,  lo  which  I  am  to  request  your  alleniiun.  as  wrli 
as  your  compliance  therewith. 

"  Tlie  depreciation  of  Continental  currency,  havini;  bet-n 
for  some  time  a  most  growing  evil,  it  became  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  provide  some  remedy  against  it.  Witli 
this  view,  and  in  hopes  of  establishing  the  credit  of  it,  the 
Congress  have  adopted  and  recommended  to  the  .several 
States  such  measures  as,  if  properly  and  vigouroiisly  exe- 
cuted, will  most  undoubtedly  be  attended  with  success. 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obt.  and  very  hum.  servant, 
"JOHi\  HANCOCK,  Pre./. 

"  P.  S.  Your  letter  of  has  been  duly  receivea. 

and  is  now  under  consideration  of  a  committee  ;  as  soim 
as  a  report  is  made,  the  result  of  Congress  shall  be  com- 
municaied  to  you. 

"  Honourable  Convention  of  the 

Slate  of  New-Vork.'' 

The  resolutions  enclosed  in  the  foregoing  letter  .irt  a- 
follows,  to  wit : 

"  In  Congress,  January  \  \th.  I77T 
"Whereas  the  Continental  money  ought  lo  be  .suopori- 
ed  at  the  full  value  expressed  in  the  respective  bills,  bv 
the  inhabitants  of  these  Slates,  for  whose  benefit  they 
were  issued,  ai'd  who  stand  bound  lo  redeem  the  same  ac- 
cording to  the  like  value;  and  the  pernicious  arlitices  ot 
the  enemies  of  American  liberty  to  impair  the  credit  ol  the 
said  bills,  by  raising  the  nominal  value  of  gold  and  silver, 
or  any  other  species  of  money  whatsoever,  oiii;lit  to  i-t- 
guarded  against  and  prevented  : 

"  Resolved,  That  all  bills  of  credit,  emitted  bv  anilK- 
rity  of  Congress,  ought  lo  pass  current  m  all  pavments. 
trade  and  dealings  in  these  States,  and  be  deemed  in  value 
equal  to  ihe  same  nominal  value  of  Spanish  milled  dollars; 
and  that  whosoever  shall  offer,  ask  or  receive  more  in  the 
said  bills  for  any  gold  or  silver  coins,  bullion  or  anv  other 
species  of  money  whatsoever,  llian  the  nominal  sum  or 
account  thereof  in  Spanish  milled  dollars  ;  or  more  in  the 
'  said  bills  for  any  lands,  houses,  goods  or  commodities 
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hatsoctcr,  than  the  same  could  be  purchased  at,  of  the 
»anie  person  or  persons,  in  gold  or  silver,  or  any  other 
ipccies  of  money  whatsoever  ;  or  shall  offer  to  sell  any 
coods  or  commodities  for  gold  or  silver  coins,  or  any  other 
jpecies  of  money  wliatsoever,  and  refuse  to  sell  ttie  same 
for  the  said  Continental  bills;  every  such  person  ought  to 
be  deemed  an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of  liiese  United  States, 
and  to  forfeit  the  value  |of  the  money  so  exchanged,  or 
house,  lands  or  commodities  so  sold  or  offered  for  sale. 
And  it  is  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  respec- 
tive States  to  enact  laws,  inflicting  such  forfeitures  and 
other  penalties  on  offenders  as  aforesaid  as  will  prevent 
such  pernicious  practices. 

"  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
United  States  to  pass  laws  to  make  the  bills  of  credit  is- 
sued by  tiie  Congress,  a  lawful  tender  in  payment  of  pub- 
lic and  private  debts,  and  a  refusal  thereof,  an  extinguish- 
ment of  such  debts  ;  that  debts  payable  in  sterling  money 
be  discharged  with  Continental  dollars  at  the  rate  ot  4s.  6d. 
sterling  per  dollar  ;  and  that  in  discharge  of  all  debts  and 
contracts,  Continental  dollars  pass  at  tlie  rate  fixed  by  the 
respective  States  for  the  value  of  Spanish  milled  dollars. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legislatures 
of  tlie  several  United  States,  to  pass  resokitions  that  may 
make  provision  for  drawing  in  and  sinking  their  respective 
quotas  of  the  bills  emiued  by  Congress  at  the  several  pe- 
riods fixed,  or  that  shall  be  fixed  by  Congress. 

"  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States  to  raise  by  taxation,  in  the  course  of  the 
current  year,  and  remit  to  the  treasury,  such  sums  of  money 
as  they  shall  think  will  be  most  proper  in  the  present  situa- 
tion of  the  inhabitants,  which  sums  shall  be  carried  to  their 
credit,  and  accounted  for  in  the  settlement  of  their  propor- 
tion of  the  public  expenses  and  debts,  for  which  the  United 
States  are  jointly  bound. 

"  That  an  additional  sum  of  two  millions  of  dollars  be 
borrowed  at  the  loan  offices,  on  certificates  of  two  hundred 
dollars  each. 

"That  the  commissioners  of  the  loan  office  be  directed 
lo  receive  the  bills  of  credit  heretofore  emitted  bj'  the 
States,  in  which  they  respectively  hold  tlieir  offices,  for 
such  sums  as  they  shall  be  ordered  by  the  Continental 
Treasurer,  from  time  lo  time,  to  pay  for  Continental  pur- 
poses within  such  Stales,  respectively. 

"By  order  of  Congress. 

"JOHN  HANCOCK,  Presdt." 

Ordered,  That  the  preceding  resolutions  of  Congress 
be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  devise  and  re- 
port ways  and  means  to  prevent  the  depreciation  of  bills 
of  credit. 

The  Committee  were  informed  that  Captain  Augustine 
Lawrence  is  attending,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  this  Com- 
mittee, made  on  the  instant,  and  that  Lancaster  Burling 
and  Stephen  Seaman,  at  the  door,  are  also  attending  by  a 
like  order. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Tappen  and  Major  Lawrence  be 
a  committee  to  hear  Captain  Lawrence,  and  the  said  car- 
penters, and  report  what  orders  and  directions  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  be  given  in  the  premises. 

Brigadier-General  George  Clinton  came  into  the  Com- 
mittee and  took  his  scat. 

A  payroll  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  oflicers  and 
privates,  of  Captain  Isaac  13elknap's  company  of  ran^rcrs, 
from  the  ninth  day  of  December  last,  to  the  seventh  day  of 
January  instant,  both  days  included,  and  amounting  lo  one 
hundred  and  eleven  pounds,  five  shillings  and  seven  pence 
half  penny,  was  exhibited  for  payment ;  thereto  is  annexed 
a  charge  of  forty  pounds,  for  the  first  part  of  the  bounly  of 
eight  men  of  the  said  company,  and  a  charge  of  twenty- 
five  pounds,  for  the  last  moiety  of  the  bounty  of  five  of  tlie 
said  men,  amounting  together  lo  sixtv-five  pounds.  There- 
on is  endorsed  an  affidavit  of  Captain  Iklknap,  that  the 
same  is  a  true  pay  roll,  and  that  the  said  bounty  is  justly 
due,  according  to  a  resolution  of  the  Convention  of  the  23d 


July  last.  Tlie  said  pay  roll  is  also  audited  and  allowed 
by  Benjamin  Newkerk,  Mat.  Adgale  and  Alexander  Web- 
ster, three  of  the  auditors,  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
eleven  pounds,  five  shillings  and  seven  pence,  for  pay  and 
further  bounly  due  to  Captain  Belknap  and  company. 

Ordered,  That  ihe  Vice-Treasurer  of  the  State  of  New- 
York,  pay  to  Captain  Isaac  Belknap,  on  his  receipt,  or 
receipts,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eleven  pounds,  five 
shillings  and  seven  pence,  for  the  pay  of  himself  and  his 
company  of  rangers,  from  the  ninth  day  of  December  to 
the  seventh  day  of  January,  both  days  included  ;  and  also 
the  further  sum  of  sixty-five  pounds  for  bounty  due  the 
privates  therein  named,  in  the  account  for  that  juirpose 
subjoined  to  the  said  pay  roll. 

A  roll  of  the  billeting  inoney  due  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  said  company  of  rangers,  from  the  said  ninth  day  of 
December  last  to  the  seventh  instant,  sworn  to  in  like  man- 
ner, by  Captain  Isaac  Belknap,  and  audited  and  allowed 
by  the  three  auditors  last  named,  for  the  sum  of  seventv- 
seven  pounds,  nine  shillings,  due  thereon  for  subsistence, 
both  the  last  inentioned  days  included,  was  exhibited  for 
payment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Vice-Treasurer  of  this  State,  pay  to 
Captain  Isaac  Belknap,  the  sum  of  seventy-seven  pounds, 
nine  shillings,  for  the  said  billeting  or  subsisting  money 
due,  for  himself  and  liis  company,  and  lake  a  receipt  in 
full  for  the  same. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  detect- 
ing conspiracies,  &c.  be  relieved  from  considering  the  bill 
of  sale  of  personal  estate  of  John  Miller,  to  John  flalstead 
and  Rudolpluis  Swartwout,  and  that  the  said  bill  be  referred 
to  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Esqr.  who  is  hereby  appointed 
to  report  thereon. 

Major  Scheiik  reported  that,  pursuant  to  the  order  of 
this  Committee,  passed  on  Saturday  last,  he  procured  a 
very  suitable  house  for  a  small  pox  hospital,  to  wit  :  the 
house  of  Jacob  Dubois,  where  he  resides,  about  five  miles 
from  hence.  That  he  has  called  at  the  houses  of  those 
persons  where  the  small  pox  now  is,  and  desired  them  to 
have  the  persons  infected  therewith  removed  to  the  said 
hospital  ;  but  that  they  refused,  or  neglected,  and  say  they 
cannot  remove  their  sick. 

General  Gcorue  Clinton  informed  the  Committee  that  a 
certain  Samuel  Knape,  of  Colonel  Hawthorne's  regiment, 
in  Orange  county,  who  was  legally  warned  to  proceed  with 
the  militia  of  his  brigade,  as  a  soldier,  deserted  to  the  ene- 
myalHackensack.has  been  taken, and  now  is  in  Goshen  jail. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  General  Clinton  be  requested 
lo  appoint  a  court  martial  for  the  trial  of  said  prisoner ; 
and  that  the  said  court  martial  be,  and  they  hereby  are 
empowered,  to  proceed  as  well  upon  the  resolution  of  the 
Convention  of  tiiis  State  of  the  16lh  day  of  July  last,  in 
cases  of  treason,  as  upon  the  Continental  articles  of  war. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  if  the  said  Samuel  Knap, 
be  convicted  upon  the  said  resolution  of  the  16th  day  of 
July  last  only,  he  be  not  executed  without  the  order  of  the 
Convention  of  this  State,  but  that  in  such  case  the  General 
refer  the  sentence  of  the  said  court  to  the  said  Convention. 

An  account  of  Egbert  Benson,  Ezra  Thomson  and  Ja- 
cobus Swartwout,  commissioners  appointed  for  repressing 
the  refractory  spirit  of  the  militia  in  several  parts  of  Dutch- 
ess county,  crediting  the  committee  with  ihree  hundred 
pounds  advanced  to  said  commissioners,  and  charge  this 
committee  with  sundry  expenditures,  amounting  to  £2.52 
2s.  lOd.  according  to  voucher^  accompanying  said  account, 
leaving  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  State,  of  £."47  17s.  2d. 
was  read.  , 

A  certificate  of  Mathew  Adgate,  Benjamin  Newkirk  and 
Alexander  Webster,  the  committee  for  auditing  accounts, 
that  they  have  examined  the  said  account  and  vouchers, 
and  are  of  opinion  the  same  be  allowed,  was  also  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  agree  with  the 
committee  for  auditing  accounts,  in  their  report  or  certifi- 
cate, and 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  commissioners  pay  tlie  said  ba- 
lance of  £47  17s.  2ti.  to  ilie  vice-treasurer  ol  this  State, 
and  that  he  credit  ihein  tor  the  same,  and  file  tiie  vouclicrs. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  then  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

January  28th,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— James  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chairman. 
Mr.  Adgale — ilbany. 

Captain  Schenk,  Air.  Jas.  Livingston,  Major  Schenck— Du/cAcu. 

Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Mr.  Tappen,  Genl.  Clinton— LVs/er. 

Mr.  Morris—  IVeslcKester. 

Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 

Major  Webster— Charlotte. 

Mr.  Gehton— Suffolk. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

An  account  of  Albert  Ogden,  late  keeper  of  tlie  jail  of 
Westchester  county,  for  victualling  Ryner  Van  liouseii, 
late  a  pilot  on  board  one  of  the  enemy's  ships  ;  \\'illiam 
Ridsdall  Metcalfe,  late  a  midshipman  on  board  the  British 
ship  of  war  Savage,  and  sundry  other  State  or  CuntineiUal 
prisoners,  and  amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  thir- 
teen pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eight  pence,  was  exiii- 
bited  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  payment. 

Thereto  is  anne.\ed  an  aiTidavu  of  the  said  Albert  Og- 
den, sworn  before  the  Chairman,  that  the  said  account  is 
justly  and  truly  charged,  and  that  he  did  actually  victual 
the  several  persons  therein  named,  the  days  therein  charg- 
ed, and  for  which  he  has  received  no  pay.  On  the  said 
account  is  endorsed  a  certificate  of  Mat.  Adgate,  Alexan- 
der Webster  and  Benjamin  Newkerk,  three  of  the  mem- 
bers appointed  to  audit  accounts,  that  they  have  examined 
the  said  account,  and  are  of  opinion  that  Albert  Ogden  be 
allowed  for  victualling  Van  Housen,  Dawkins,  Metcalfe, 
Smith  and  Stewart,  the  sum  of  thirteen  pounds  seventeen 
shillings  and  eight  pence,  in  full  for  the  said  account,  and 
that  the  overpart  of  the  account  for  jail  tees  ought  not  to  be 
paid  by  the  Slate. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  agrees  with 
the  committee  of  auditors  in  the  said  certificate  or  report. 
And 

Ordered,  That  the  Vice-Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to 
the  said  Albert  Ogden  the  sum  ot  thirteen  pounds  seven- 
teen shillings  and  eight  pence,  in  full  for  his  said  account, 
for  maintaining  and  keeping,  at  the  rale  of  one  shilling 
and  two  pence  per  day  each,  Ryner  Van  Housen,  late  a 
pilot  of  one  of  the  enemy's  ships  of  war;  William  Reds- 
dall  Metcalfe,  late  a  midshipman  on  board  of  the  enemy's 
ship  of  war  "  Savage,"  and  the  other  persons  or  prisoners 
therein  named,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

An  account  of  Captain  Jeremiah  Rodgcrs,  for  keeping  a 
look-out  at  South  Hampton,  in  pursuance  ot  direction  of 
the  Provincial  Congress,  on  the  4th  ot  March,  177ti,  oc- 
casioned by  advice  from  Boston  that  the  enemy's  tlect  was 
expected  westward,  was  exhibited  for  payment.  The  said 
account  amounts  to  £22  ISi.  6d.  Tlicrcto  is  annexed  a 
certificate  of  Henry  Herrick,  a  member  of  the  said  com- 
mittee, that  the  said  Jeremiah  Rodgers  was  ap[)ointed  for 
that  purpose. 

A  report  of  Mat.  Adgate,  Alexander  Webster  and  Benja- 
min Newkirk,  three  of  the  committee  for  audiiint;  accounts, 
was  therewith  produced  and  read,  whereby  they  cerlily 
that  they  are  of  opinion,  that  there  be  allowed  unto  the  said 
Jeremiah  Rodgers,  for  his  account,  the  sum  of  nineteen 
pounds  eight  shillings  and  sixpence,  for  one  hundred  and 


eleven  days,  at  three  shillings  and  six  pence  each,  from 
the  lime  of  his  receiving  orders  until  the  time  of  the  arrival 
of  the  enemy's  fleet  at  Sandy  Hook  ;  and  that  it  is  the  opi- 
nion of  the  said  committee  that  it  should  be  charged  to  the 
United  States.  ° 

Resolved,  That  the  Commiltee  of  Safety  agrees  with 
the  committee  for  auditing  accounts,  in  their  said  report. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  jiay  to  Cap- 
tain Jeremiah  Rogers,  or  his  order,  the  said  sum  of  nine- 
teen pounds  eight  shillings  and  six  pence,  on  his  receipt  in 
full  for  the  said  account,  and  charge  the  same  to  Conti- 
nental account. 

An  account  of  Edward  Walker,  amounting  to  twenty- 
four  shillings,  for  carrying  a  load  of  baggage  for  Captain 
Baldwin's  company  from  Fishkill  to  Staats  Burgh,  on  their 
way  to  Albany,  was  exhibited  for  payment. 

A  certificate  of  Captain  Alexander  Baldwin,  that  ihe  said 
service  was  performed,  was  also  exhibited  and  read.  There 
to  is  added  a  certificate  of  three  of  the  auditors,  to  wit, 
Matthew  Adgate,  Alexander  Webster  and  Benjamin  New- 
kirk, that  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  sum  of  twenty-four 
shillings  be  allowed  to  Edward  Walker  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  of  Safety  agrees  with 
the  committee  of  auditors  in  their  said  report ;  and, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  pay  to  the 
said  Edward  Walker,  or  his  order,  on  his  receipt,  the  said 
twentv-four  shillings. 

Philip  Hart  of  Charlotte  precinct  in  Dutchess  county, 
fuller,  requested  permission  to  pass  to  Hartford  in  Connec- 
ticut, to  procure  three  persons  to  assist  him  in  the  trade  of 
a  fuller,  and  that  he  and  such  number  of  persons  as  lie  may 
employ  in  the  fulling  business,  may  be  exempted  from  mi- 
litary  duty. 

Thereupon,  a  certificate  was,  by  order  of  the  Commit- 
tee, given  to  him,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  This  is  to  certify,  that  Philip  Hart  of  Charlotte  pre- 
cinct in  Dutchess  county,  fuller,  hath  the  permission  of  this 
Comiiiittee  to  go  to  Hariford  in  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
and  there,  with  leave  of  the  proper  authority,  to  engnjc  from 
among  the  prisoners  of  war  in  the  said  Slate,  three  persons 
wlio  may  be  capable  of  assisting  him  in  the  trade  of  a  ful- 
ler, the  same  being  much  wanted  within  this  State.  And, 
in  the  mean  time,  the  said  Philip  Hart  is  hereby  exempted 
from  serving  in  the  militia  of  this  State  for  three  months 
from  this  day,  as  also  such  a  number  of  hands  as  he  shall 
actually  employ  in  the  fulling  business,  not  exceeding  two 
besides  himself.'' 

The  report  of  ihe  committee  to  \vhom  was  referred  the 
report  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  rangers,  was  read,  and 
be  iiig  again  read  by  paragraphs,  debates  arose  thereon  ; 
and  after  some  lime  spent  thereon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  report  be  rejected.  That  com- 
missioners be  appointed  to  go  in  the  different  counties  and 
pay,  or  settle  with,  the  rangers. 

That  General  George  Clinton,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Wis- 
ner, be  a  committee  to  draw  and  report  instructions  for 
such  commissioners. 

Mr.  Robert  Harper  informed  the  Committee  of  Safety 
that  the  committee  appointed  to  procure  clothing  are  in 
want  of  cash  to  proceed  in  that  business,  and  have  advanced 
so  much  that  the  State  is  indebted  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  Vice-Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to 
Robert  Harper,  Esqr. as  chairman  of  the  committee  of  mem- 
bers appointed  to  purchase  clothing  for  the  Continental 
troops,  on  liis  receipt,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  on 
account.  And, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  for  procuring  cloth- 
ing, do,  with  all  possible  speed,  produce  their  accounts  to 
the  Auditor-General,  to  be  audited. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  then  adjourned  until  10  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 


■r.  .V, 
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DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.m. 

Fishkill,  January  '29th, 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PnEsENT — James  Livingston,  Esquire  Chairman. 

Hr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Rob.  Harper — Neic-York. 

Mr.  Adgate — Albany. 

Mr.  Tappen — Ulster. 

Mr.  Gelston— Suffolk. 

Major  Schenk,  Captain  Schenk — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Morris — Westchester. 

Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 

Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 

Major  Webster— CAuWo«e. 

Mr.  Sic fhe-as— Cumberland. 

A  letter  from  Elizabeth  Kipp,  widow,  dated  at  Pough- 
kcepsie,  directed  to  Convention,  was  read.  Slie  therein 
sets  forth  tliat  she  is  poor,  lias  a  family  of  children  to 
maintain,  and  requests  that  some  work  or  employment 
may  be  given  to  her  to  enable  her  to  maintain  her  family. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  procure  clothing,  and  that  they  endeavour  to  have 
her  employed. 

An  account  of  Undrell  Strang,  for  riding  post  on  one 
of  the  stages  between  Fishkill  and  the  army  below,  eighty- 
iwo  days,  at  16s.  per  day,  amounting  to  sixty-five  pounds 
twelve  shillings,  was  exhibited  for  payment. 

Benjamin  Newkerk,  Maihew  Adgate  and  Alexander 
Webster,  three  of  the  committee  for  auditing  accounts, 
have  thereon  certified  that  ihey  do  allow  the  sum  of  sixty- 
five  pounds  twelve  shillings,  due  Undrett  Strang. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer,  or  Vice-Treasurer  of  this 
Slate,  pay  to  Undrett  Strang,  the  sum  of  sixty-iive  pounds 
twelve  shillings,  on  his  receipt  in  full  for  the  said  account. 

Colonel  Robinson,  who  has  an  estate  in  the  dominions 
of  the  King  of  Denmark,  now  at  the  door,  by  a  member, 
prays  leave  to  resign  his  commission  as  lieutenant-colonel 
of  a  regiment  of  militia  in  Queens  counlv,  on  account  ot  a 
proclamation  of  the  King  of  Denmark,  that  the  estate  ot 
all  persons  in  his  dominions,  who  shall  bear  arms  against 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  the  present  war  with  Ameri- 
ca, shall  be  forfeited. 

Resulv.d,  That  Lieut.  Colonel  Robinson  have  leave  to 
resign  liis  said  commission  ;  and  that  to  prevent  any  anxi- 
ety to  Colonel  Robinson,  and  for  the  reasons  above  men- 
tioned, his  resignation  is  hereby  accepted. 

A  letter  from  Major-General  Schuyler,  on  the  subject 
of  monopolies,  and  providing  a  remedy  for  the  same, 
dated  on  the  fifteenth  instant,  was  read,  and  committed  to 
Wr.  Morris,  to  prepare  a  draft  for  an  answer. 

The  comniilice  appoinied  to  hear  Captain  Augustine 
Lawrence  and  Lawrence  Burling,  and  the  ship  carpenters, 
brought  in  their  report,  winch  was  read,  and  postponed 
till  to-morrow. 

Tiie  Committee  of  Safety  then  adjourned  until  10 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  JOVIS,  10  no.  A.  M. 

January  30th,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — James  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chairman. 
Col.  Broome — Xew-York. 
Mr.  Tappen — Ulster. 

Captn.  Schenk — Dutchess.  , 

Mr.  Morris — Westchester. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith — Orange. 

Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Vfehsler— Charlotte. 

i>Ir.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

A  petition  from  the  body  of  shipwrights  employed  on  the 


public  work  at  Poughkeepsie,  signed  by  George  Peek, 
clerk,  by  their  order,  and  requesting  an  augmentation  of 
wages,  was  read. 

An  address  of  Abner  Baldwin,  and  eleven  others,  of 
persons  employed  in  the  work  intended  for  the  obstruction 
of  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river,  praying  for  an  aug- 
mentation of  provisions  to  a  ration  and  a  half  per  man  per 
day,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  and  address  he  commit- 
ted to  Colonel  Broome  and  Major  Tappen,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

William  Grant  and  William  Curry,  two  deserters  from 
the  British  ship  of  war  Senegal,  with  a  pass  from  the  com- 
mittee of  Convention,  directing  the  expedition  in  the 
county  of  Westchester,  were  separately  brought  into  the 
Committee  of  Safety  and  examined. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  give  ihcm  a  recommenda- 
tion for  employment  to  the  superintendents  of  the  Conti- 
nental frigates,  in  liiis  State.  And 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  advance  to  each  of  them, 
a  dollar,  and  charge  the  same  to  the  Convention  of  this 
State. 

Christopher  Warren,  formerly  a  soldier  in  Colonel 
Hand's  company  of  riflemen,  nov*'  a  deserter  from  Captain 
Alexander  Grant's  company,  in  the  enemy's  service,  was 
brought  into  the  Committee  and  examined. 

Christopher  Warren,  a  soldier  of  Captain  John  Davis's 
company,  formerly  of  Colonel  Hand's  regiment  ot  riflemen, 
and  since  a  part  of  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Magaw,  and  taken  by  the  enemy  on  Manhattan's 
island,  with  a  party  then  on  duty  with  Ensien  Wilson, 
having  lately  escaped  from  the  enemy  and  gained  accession 
to,  and  protection  from,  the  mihlia  of  this  Slate,  now  on 
service  near  King's  Bridge,  lias  applied  to  tliis  Committee 
for  an  advance  ot  a  little  money  to  support  him  on  his  re- 
turn to  his  family  in  Manning  township,  in  Salem,  in  New- 
Jersey,  to  be  hereafter  retained  by  the  Continent  out  of  his  pay. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
the  said  Christopher  Warren,  on  his  receipt,  lour  dollars, 
and  charge  the  same  to  Continental  account. 

The  report  of  tiie  committee  appointed  to  draw  instruc- 
tions for  commissioners  to  be  appointed  to  settle  with  and 
pay  the  several  companies  of  rangers  raised  in  this  Slate, 
was  brought  in  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lay  on  the  table  for  consideration  until 
a  greater  number  of  members  shall  be  present. 

The  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  the  15lh  instant, 
on  the  subject  of  monopolies,  and  providing  a  remedy  for 
the  same,  was  again  read,  and  follows,  to  wit  : 

"Albany,  January  25th,  1777. 

"  Sir — A  set  of  monopolies  in  this  county  have  engaged 
such  quantities  of  wheat,  peas,  corn,  boards,  &c.  that  a 
sufiiciency  to  support  the  army  in  the  next  campaign,  can- 
not be  procured  ;  to  remedy  this  evil,  permit  me  to  recom- 
mend to  the  Convention  to  pass  a  law  empowerinsr  the 
deputy  quarter-master-general  and  his  deputies,  and  the 
deputy-commissary-gcncral  and  his  deputies,  to  take  such 
articles  as  they  may  want  in  their  several  departments, 
paying  the  usual  price  ;  or  what  would  be  belter,  such  a 
price  as  the  Convention  may  please  to  order.  If  the  Con- 
vention should  think  proper  to  invest  the  oflicers  I  have 
mentioned  with  such  a  power,  I  wish  it  to  be  done  as 
soon  as  possible,  as  the  season  in  which  the  articles  wanted 
can  be  most  easily  conveyed,  will  soon  be  passed. 

"J  very  much  fear  unless  roinforccmenis  are  sent  to  Ti- 
conderoga  by  the  time  Lake  Champlain  is  passible  on  the 
ice,  that  we  shall  lose  that  tortress.  Mv  application  to  the 
eastern  States  for  troops  has  not  met  with  the  success  I 
wished  ;  for  seven  hundred  are  only  arrived  frotn  thence. 
"  I  am,  sir,  your  most 

"  Obedient,  humble  servant, 

"PH.  SCHUYLER. 

"  President  of  the  Convention  of 

the  State  of  New-York."  ■ 
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A  draft  of  an  answer  to  the  letter  of  Major-General 
Schuyler,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit  : 

"  biR — The  Committee  of  Safety  were  yesterday  ho- 
noured with  your  favour  of  the  iwciuy-fdlh  instant,  in 
answer  to  which,  I  am  directed  lo  inform  you  tliat  the  mat- 
ter mentioned  in  it  hath  been  under  the  consideration  ol  a 
committee  appointed  to  prevent  a  depreciation  of  the  cur- 
rency. This  is  an  affair  of  creat,  of  infinite  importance; 
for  should  we  limit  the  prices  of  coinmodilies  of  one  sort, 
the  people  will  have  great  cause  of  complaint ;  they  will 
demand  a  similar  regulation  for  others.  If  it  is  objected 
that  by  restraining  a  merchant  we  discourage  trade,  and  of 
consequence  by  rendering  the  produce  of  foreign  climates 
scarce,  increase  the  price  whenever  necessities  compel  us 
to  take  off  the  restraint,  it  will  be  answered  that  the  same 
thing  must  eventually  happen  as  to  tlie  produce  of  our  own 
State  ;  and  what  is  more  forcible,  that  the  State  of  New- 
York,  being  the  seat  of  war,  and  deprived  of  her  com- 
merce, the  inhabitants  are  by  that  moans  obliaed  to  receive 
the  goods  they  consume  at  an  exorbitant  price  from  their 
neighbours,  and  ought,  while  subject  to  this  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  their  situation,  to  enjoy  the  advantage  of  selling 
at  the  highest  rate  the  produce  of  their  industry-  Those 
who  have  been  guilty  of  monopolizing  provisions  willi 
sinister  views,  ought,  doubtless,  to  be  punished  ;  but  at  the 
same  time  it  must  be  provided  that  they  suffer  no  more 
than  their  desert.  In  short,  this  business  is  of  so  great 
magnitude,  that  it  requires  the  wisdom  of  the  Convention 
to  determine  upon  it ;  and  whenever  they  meet,  which  we 
expect  will  be  the  3rd  of  February  next,  your  application 
shall  be  laid  before  them,  when  we  hope  thai  something 
effectual  may  be  done.  At  present,  we  beg  leave  to  ob- 
serve that  the  laying  of  taxes  and  organizing  courts  of  jus- 
tice, seem  to  be  the  most  wholesome  remedies  for  the 
growing  evil. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

"P.  S.  If  you  could  send  down  three  or  four  slciahs  with 
salt  to  this  place,  it  would  be  of  great  service  to  the  troops 
here,  who  suffer  for  want  of  that  necessary  article. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  W  isner  be  authorized  to  have  per- 
sons who  have  the  small  pox  in  this  district,  removed  to 
the  hospital  provided  for  that  purpose. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  A.  M. 

Januanj  31s/,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — James  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chairman. 
Colonel  Broome,  Mr.  Duane — Scw-York. 
Mr.  AJgate,  >rr.  Kob.  Harper— -i/io/i^. 
Mr.  Tappen — Ulslir. 

Major  Schcnk,  Capt.  Schenk—/)u/<:/i«?sJ.  '    ,  ,  , 

Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Jos.  Smitli— Orang-c.  .  . 

Mr.  Morris — ll'cstdicsta: 

Major  Lawrence,  Major  W'chsler —Charlotte. 

Mr.  W.  Harper— Tri/oft. 

Mr.  Stevens— CKm6e)7(in</. 

John  Losie,  of  the  settlement  called  Oswego,  in  Dutch- 
ess county,  at  the  door,  was  admitted.  He  produced  a  bill 
of  sale  from  Joseph  Harris,  for  a  negro  man  named  Isaac, 
and  claimed  the  negro  as  his  property.  He  acknowledged 
that  the  said  negro  is  not  in  tlie  possession  of  the  said  ,lo- 
seph  Harris  or  himself,  but  in  the  custody  of  Captain 
Wrigiit,  with  whom  he  enlisted  ;  that  he  look  the  said  bill 
of  sale  yesterday  evening,  and  then  gave  a  bond  in  pay- 
ment for  the  said  negro. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  and  property  of  the  said  negro, 
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or  mulatto,  named  Isaac,  be  referred  to  Mr.  R.  R.  Living- 
ston 10  report  thereon  ;  and  in  the  mean  lime  that  ihc  said 
negro  be  continued  where  he  now  is ;  and 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  preserve  a  copy  of  the  said 
bill  of  sale. 

"The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Abner  Baldwin  and  eleven  others,  on  behalf  of  themselves 
and  their  several  companies  of  ailihcers,  prayiuir  an  addi- 
tion of  half  a  ration  to  their  present  allowance  ;  ;uid  also 
the  petition  of  George  Peek,  m  behalf  of  himself  and  the 
body  of  the  mechanics,  praying  an  addition  lo  their  wages, 
report :  That  the  prayer  of  ihe  said  petition  of  Abner  liald- 
win  and  eleven  others,  ought  to  be  granted.  And  your 
commiitee  do  further  report,  that  lliey  have  had  a  confe- 
rence with  Robert  Hatten,  loremau  of  the  shipwrights, 
and  the  aforesaid  George  Peek,  in  behalf  of  himscif,"and 
the  rest  of  the  journeymen  shipwrights  ;  m  the  course  of 
which  conference,  the  said  Robert  Hatten  proposed  thai 
an  allowance  of  14s.  and  one-half  pint  of  rum  per  day,  ought 
to  be  allowed  him  for  his  future  service  ;  and  the  said 
George  Peek,  for  himself  and  the  rest  of  the  mechanics, 
proposed  that  an  allowance  of  lis.  and  one-half  pint  of 
rum  for  each  man  per  day,  ought  lo  be  allowed  thein  for 
their  future  service.  The  committee  further  report,  that 
the  said  Robert  Hatten  and  George  Peek,  requested,  that 
if  the  aforesaid  terins  should  not  meet  the  approbation  of 
tiie  Committee,  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  lurnisli  ihem, 
the  said  Robert  Hatten  and  George  Peek,  with  their  pro- 
posals. 

"The  commiitee  are  of  opinion  that  their  present  wattes, 
together  with  the  allowance  of  one  and  a  half  ration  for 
each  man  per  day,  is  an  adequate  compensation  for  their 
labour,  and  ouglit  to  be  continued.  All  which  is  neverthe- 
less submitted." 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  agrees  with 
their  committee  in  the  said  report.  And, 

Resolved,  That  an  allowance  of  one  ration  and  an  half 
per  day,  be  made  to  each  of  the  mechanics  employed  in 
obstructing  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river,  while  em- 
ployed in  that  service.  And, 

Resolved,  That  the  present  wages  allowed  to  ship  car- 
penters employed  by  this  State,  with  the  allowance  of  one 
and  a  half  ration  for  each  man  per  day,  is  an  adequate 
compensation  for  their  labour,  and  ought  to  be  continued. 
But  that  the  said  ship  carpenters  ought  to  be  nevertheless 
at  liberty  immediately  to  desist  from  any  services  lor  this 
Stale,  if  they  ihuik  proper. 

Whereas  certain  iiuiriliers  of  arms  and  accoutrements 
have  been  delivered  lo  the  troops  raised  in  this  .State  in  the 
course  of  last  year,  for  which  the  olficers  of  the  several 
regiments  and  companies  have  passed  their  receipts  :  And 
WHEREAS  the  chief  part  of  the  said  troops  are  disbanded, 
and  many  of  the  said  arms  and  accoutrements  are  not  yet 
redelivered :  Therefore, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  several  officers  who 
have  so  passed  their  receipts  as  aforesaid,  deliver,  or  cause 
lo  be  delivered  without  delay,  all  such  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments as  aforesaid  lo  Matthew  Cantine  and  William  Har- 
per, Esquires,  at  Fishkill,  in  Dutchess  county,  or  account 
lo  the  Convention  of  this  Stale  for  the  same.  Messrs. 
Duane  and  Rob.  Yates  came  into  the  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  Cadwallader  Coklcii,  Esquire,  be  sent 
for,  and  directed  to  attend  the  Convention  or  Committee 
of  Safety  of  this  State  without  delay. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jay,  seconded  by  Mr.  Duane, 
Resolved,  That  Colonel  Broome,  Mr.  Wisncr  and  Mr. 
Henry  Schenk,  be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  committee 
to  treat  with  Mr.  John  Holt,  about  setting  up  a  printing 
office  in  this  State  ;  and  that  they  be  authorized  lo  offer 
liiin  Iwo  liundrcd  pounds  for  one  year  as  a  Stale  Printer  of  • 
this  Slate,  provided  he  will  print  a  public  newspaper,  and 
jon  like  terms  as  Samuel  Loudon.  And 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  and  hereby  are 
authorized  and  directed  to  seize  and  secure  all  the  printing 
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f.  nnerly  belonging  to  Hugh  Gaine,  now  in  the  coun- 
I'^T*  and  its  neighborhood. 

Mcs-Ts-  Diiane  and  Robert  Vales,  returned  from  King- 
•  )*n  reported  in  substance  that  liicy  liad  conferred  witii 
ihe  committee  of  Kingston,  in  Ulster  county,  and  find  that 
,{  ihc  Convention  siiould  move  to  that  place  fifty  members 
^av  obtain  good  accommodations.  That  the  price  will  be 
twenty  shillings  per  week.  That  the  court  house,  or  a 
lirgc  room  in  the  said  building  will  be  convenient  for  the 
Convention  to  meet  in.  That  they  had  also  inquired  of 
gevcral  gentlemen  at  Poughkeepsie,  and  find  that  at  least 
thirty  membeis  may  be  accommodated  in  that  neighbour- 
hood ;  and  that  the  gentlemen  there  informed  them  that 
the  Episcopal  church  would  be  the  most  convenient  place 
in  Pou"hkcepsie  in  which  the  Convention  could  assemble. 

Mr.  Jay  informed  the  committee  that  if  the  Convention 
would  fix  their  place  of  meeting  at  the  Presbyterian  church 
near  Colonel  Brinckerhoff's,  the  Convention  would  be  con- 
Tcniontly  accommodated. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Jay  be  a  commit- 
tee to  inquire  particularly,  and  report  what  accommodation 
uicnibers  of  Convention  can  obtain  in  that  neighbourhood. 

Ordered,  That  IMr.  Robert  Yates  be  and  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  the  committee  appointed  by  Conven- 
tion for  detecting  and  defeating  conspiracies,  &c.  in  this 
Slate. 

A  pay  roll  of  wages  due  a  company  of  carpenters  under 
the  direction  of  Captain  Jonathan  Blake,  amounting  to 
near  three  hundred  pounds,  was  exhibited  to  the  Commit- 
tee, who  were  informed  by  reason  of  Mr.  Duer's  absence, 
Captain  Blake  is  unable  to  obtain  money  to  pay  those  of 
tlie  said  company  whose  time  of  service  is  expired,  and 
arc  lo  depart  to  a  neighbouring  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  on 
loan  lo  Captain  Jonathan  Blake  on  his  receipt,  any  sum 
not  exceeding  two  hundred  pounds,  to  enable  him  lo  main- 
Liin  the  Continental  credit  by  paying  such  of  the  said  work- 
men as  he  may  find  necessary.  Tliat  the  said  money  be 
lent  on  the  credit  of  the  Quarter-Master-General,  to  be  re- 
paid bv  Mr.  Duer  on  his  return,  or  any  other  gentlemen  in 
the  department  of  Quarter-Master-General. 

'J"hc  Committee  then  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning. 


DIE  SABBATI,  10  iio.  a.  m. 

Febij.  \st,  1777. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.- 

PstsrNT — James  Livingston,  Esquire,  Chairman.  ,7 

Mr.  Duane,  -Mr.  Koosevelt,  Colonel  Broome — iVcru-For/c. 

Mr.  Adgale— .^/6ani/. 

>!r.  Tappcn — Vhlcr. 

Mr.  Jos.  Srailh — Ornn^e. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Neakerk — Tryon. 

Major  ■\Vebslcr— C'mr/of/c. 

Mr.  Stephens — Cumherland. 

Judge  Gr.iham —  IVeslcltCitcr. 

Jlr.  Duane  informed  ihe  Committee  of  Safely  thai  a 
guard  lo  attend  and  guard  the  jail  at  Kingston  every  night, 
in  which  Savage  and  several  otlicr  dangerous  persons  aie 
confined,  appeared  necessary  to  Mr.  Robert  Yates  and 
himself  while  at  Kingston;  and  that  they  had  encouraged 
the  committee  of  Kingston  to  apjioinl  such  guard. 

Whereas,  thereupon  ihe  appiicaiion  of  ihe  committee 
of  Kingston,  of  the  day  of  January  was  taken  into 

consideration,  and  the  Committee  of  Satety  came  lo  the 
following  determination  thereon,  to  wit : 

Whereas  application  lias  been  made  to  the  Convention 
by  the  committee  of  Kingston  for  a  guard  to  be  kept  for 
the  safe  custody  of  the  Stale  prisoners  in  jail  at  that 
town,  and  the  said  public  records  there  lodged  ;  and  the 
Bub-cominittee  lately  sent  to  the  said  town  by  this  Com- 
mittee have  reported  that  conceiving  such  guard  to  be  im- 


mediately necessary,  they  had  directed  the  committee  of 
the  said  town  to  appoint  such  guard  out  of  the  inliabiiants 
thereof;  six  of  the  said  guard  lo  watch  every  night  until 
the  further  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  this  Committee  do  approve 
of  the  conduct  of  their  sub-committee  in  the  jjremises,  and 
such  guard  is  hereby  directed  to  be  kept  accordingly  ;  and 
lo  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Cominiltei;  or  Convention, 
for  which  an  allowance  of  2s.  Qd.  shall  be  made  lo  each  of 
the  said  guard  for  every  night  he  shall  be  upon  duty ;  and 
lliat  the  committee  of  the  said  town  shall  provide  candles 
and  firewood  for  the  said  guard,  for  which  they  shall  be  re- 
imbursed out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Stale. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  transmuted 
by  the  Secretary  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
Kingston. 

W  HEREAS  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  this  Com- 
mittee, passed  on  the  day  of  January  last,  a  small 
pox  hospital  has  been  established  in  a  convenient  part  of 
this  district ;  and  the  persons  who  have  taken  the  small 
pox  in  the  natural  wav,  and  live  on  the  public  roads,  have 
most  unreasonably  refused  lo  move,  or  their  parents  to  suf- 
fer them  to  be  removed  lo  the  said  hospital,  although  re- 
quired thereto  agreeably  to  the  said  resolution  :  And 
WHEREAS  the  danger  of  infection  has  already  proved  detri- 
mental to  the  public,  particularly  by  discouraging  llie  re- 
cruiting service,  and  the  supply  of  the  army  wiih  provi- 
sions : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  committee  of  Rombout's 
precinct  or  district  be,  and  ihev  hereby  are  directed  and 
authorized  forthwith,  to  cause  all  persons  within  the  said 
district,  who  are  or  may  be  infected  with  the  small  pox,  to 
be  removed  to  the  said  hospital,  or  lo  such  other  hospital 
as  may  be  appointed  by  the  general  committee  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Dutchess. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  immediate- 
ly transmitted  to  the  chairman  of  the  said  district  commit- 
tee, who  is  directed  lo  request  one  of  the  senior  surgeons 
of  the  Continental  Hospital  at  this  place,  lo  give  this  advice 
respecting  the  safe  treatment  of  the  persons  infected  with  the 
small  pox. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  adjourned  iinlil  10  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 


DIE  LUNtE,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

Fehruarij  2rd,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — James  Livingsion,  Esqr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Duane,  Col.  Broome,  Mr.  Robt.  Harrer — New-York. 

Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Uobt.  Yates— ./?/6ani;.  %. 

Mr.  Tappen — Ulster. 

Judge  Graham — M'cstchester. 

Mr.  Jos.  Smilli— Orunje. 

Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper— rryon. 

Mr-  Stephens— C«!H6cWa7tt/. 

Major  Webster — Cltarlotte. 

A  letter  from  Peter  Van  Schaick,  dated  at  Kinderhook 
on  the  2.5ih  Jt.nuarv,  was  read.  He  therein  informs  that 
he  is  sentenced  by  ihe  committee  for  detecting  conspira- 
cies, or  their  order,  lo  make  the  town  of  Boston  his  prison. 
He  therein  assigns  some  reasons  for  his  having  refused 
taking  an  oath  of  allegiance  lo  this  Stale,  and  rci|iiesls  per- 
mission to  remove  from  this  State  with  his  family  and  ef- 
fects. 

A  detail  of  the  proceedings  of  the  county  committee  of 
Albany,  and  of  the  district  committee  of  Kuidcrhook, 
from  June  1774  to  January  1777,  enclosed  with  the  said 
letter  and  therein  referred  to,  was  read. 

A  paper  mnked  A,  referred  to  in  the  said  detail,  as  a 
copy  of  the  order  of  the  general  committee  at  Albany,  for 
the  choice  of  a  new  committee)  dated  30th  October,  1775, 
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and  a  copy  of  an  advcrlisemcnt  of  llie  Kinderhook  com- 
mittee, dated  November,  1775,  was  also  read. 

A  paper  marked  B,  meiuioiicd  in  the  said  detail,  is  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Abraham  Yates,  Juiir.  chairman  of 
the  committee  at  Albany,  to  the  committee  at  Kinder- 
hook,  dated  the  seventh  JDecember,  1775,  was  read. 

A  paper  marked  C,  and  referred  to  in  tiie  said  detail  as 
a  copy  of  an  advertisement  for  holdum  an  election  for  a 
committee  to  represent  the  district  of  Kinderhook,  in  the 
general  committee  of  ihe  county,  and  dated  January  Glii, 
1776,  was  read. 

A  paper  marked  D,  and  referred  to  in  the  said  detail  as 
a  copy  of  the  protest  from  the  comnultee  of  the  district  of 
Kinderhook,  dated  on  the  5th  January,  1776,  was  also 
read.  And 

A  copy  of  a  paper  marked  E,  and  referred  to  in  the  said 
detail  as  the  last  advertisement  for  holding  an  election  in 
the  district  of  Kinderhook,  dated  at  Albany,  is'th  June, 
1776,  was  also  read.  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Peter  Van  Schaick,  do  attend 
the  Convention  of  this  Slate. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McKesson,  as  a  Secretary  of  the 
Committee  of  Safely,  attend  the  court-martial  now  sit- 
ting at  Fishkill,  aad  sec  that  the  witnesses  to  attend  on  the 
behalf  of  Isaac  Adriance  against  Joseph  Bean,  have  notice 
and  are  attending.  That  he  request  the  trial  of  the  said 
Joseph  Bean  to  be  adjourned  to  a  day  certain,  that  the  said 
Isaac  Adriance  may  have  notice  ;  at  which  day  ail  such 
witnesses  as  he  may  notify  are  hereby  required  to  allend 
the  said  court-martial. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  were  informed  that  sundry 
maps  and  materials  are  necessary  to  be  obtained,  to  enable 
the  committee  preparing  the  draft  of  a  form  of  govern- 
ment to  describe  the  boundaries  of  tliis  State,  and  which 
that  committee  requested  Messrs.  Duane  and  Kobert  Yates 
to  procure — that  useful  materials  for  that  purpose  may  be 
obtained  from  private  hands.  Mr.  Duane  and  Yates,  hav- 
ing signified  their  readiness  to  perform  that  service, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that 
those  two  gentlemen  endeavour  to  procure  such  materials 
and  documents  as  may  be  necessary  for  ascertaining  and 
describing  the  bounds  of  this  State  without  delay. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  110.  a.  m. 

Februarij  4(h,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — James  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Robert  Harper,  Mr.  Roosevelt — Xew-i'ork. 

Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Robert  Yates — Albany. 

Mr.  Tappen— l//5(er. 

Major  Schenk — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Morris,  Colo.  Dralic — Westchester. 

Mr.  Little — Orange. 

Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk— Tri/on.  ' 
Major  Webster— C/iarZo/(e. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland- 

A  letter  from  Major-General  Schuyler,  relative  to  the 
weak  state  of  the  garrison  at  Ticonderoga,  on  the  danger 
of  an  attack  there  by  the  enemy,  as  soon  as  Lake  Cham- 
plain  shall  be  frozen  over,  dated  on  the  first  instant,  was 
received  and  read.  The  General  Uiercin  complains  of  mo- 
nopolizers engrossing  many  articles  necessary  for  the  sup- 
ply for  the  Continental  army. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Kirkland,  a  missionary 
among  the  Oneida  Indians,  to  General  Schuyler,  and  giving 
information  of  a  design  of  the  enemy  to  attack  the  carrison 
at  Ticonderoga,  as  soon  as  Lake  Cliamplain  shall  be  pas- 
sable on  the  ice,  was  received,  with  the  General's  letter, 
and  read. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Jos.  Smitli  and  :\Ir. 
William  Harper,  be  a  commitiec  to  consider  General 
Schuyler's  leiicr,  and  papers  and  informaiion  therewith  re- 
ceived, and  reporl  thereon. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  coopers  in 
liiis  Slate  may  be  eN-emptcd  from  military  duty  or  march- 
ing with  the  iTiilitia,  in  order  to  facilii.atc  the  nialwnii  of 
tlour  casks  for  the  transportation  of  tlour  for  the  usi;  of  the 
Guiitiiiental  army.  The  same  being  drawn  up  and  read 
debates  arose  thereon.  Tliereiiijon, 

Ordered,  That  Major  Schenk,  Mr.  Yates  and  M,i|or 
Tappen,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  report  a  proper  re- 
solution on  that  subject. 

A  certain  Douglass,  who  alleges  that  he  has  lost  his  arm 
and  become  maimed  in  the  Continental  service,  atlciRlintr 
at  the  door,  requests  money  to  be  advanced  to  him  on  ac- 
count of  half  pay  due  to  him  from  the  Continent. 

The  Committee  were  further  informed,  that  the  said 
Douglass  has,  by  a  misfortune  some  weeks  since,  had  his 
leg  broken  ;  and  the  money  advanced  him  by  this  Stale  on 
account  of  his  half  pay,  is  expended. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Adgate,  Col.  Drake  and  Mr.  Tap- 
pen,  be  a  committee  to  examine  ihe  Continental  provision 
in  such  cases  made,  and  to  inquire  into  the  case  of  the  said 
Douglass,  and  repori  thereon. 

A  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Herkimer,  Ebcnezer 
Cox  and  Jacob  Klock,  of  Canajohary  district,  dated  tlie 
24lh  January,  and  a  memorial  from  the  same  gentlemen, 
relative  to  the  case  of  John  Rieirien  Snyder,  were  read, 
and  committed  to  Mr.  Adgate,  Colonel'  Drake  and  .Mr. 
Tappen. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Dewitt  be  requested  to  aitcnd 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  at  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  lo- 
innrrow  morning. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  no.  a.  m, 

Felruanj  5th,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— J.imcs  Livingston,  Esqr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Duane,  Col.  Broome,  Col.  Lolt,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  General  Scott— 
New-York. 

Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Rob.  Yates— Albany. 

Mr.  Tappen- {//s/er. 

Major  Schenk,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livin<^slon— Dutchess. 

Col.  Drake,  !\Ir.  .Morris,  Col.  Van  Cortiaaiit— Westchester. 

Major  Webster — Charlotte. 

Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith— Orange.  ^ 

Mr.  Newkerk,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper — Tryon. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

The  Committee  spent  some  time  on  the  subiect  of  lay- 
ing an  embargo  on  the  produce  of  this  State.  Colonel  Lutt 
delivered  in  writing  certain  resolutions  that  persons  are  em- 
ployed in  ditlerent  parts  of  the  Slate  purchasintr  wheat, 
flour,  beef,  pork,  and  other  produce,  and  transporting  and 
storing  the  same  in  the  eastern  Slates  ;  that  from  thence 
there  is  danger  of  a  deficiency  of  a  supply  of  provisions 
for  the  Continental  army.  Colonel  Lott  also  gave  further 
parol  iniormation  on  the  same  subject.  General  Schuyler's 
rclaling  to  monopolies  of  supplies  necessary  for  the  army, 
were  also  read  and  considered.  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Morris  and  Colonel 
Lolt,  [be  a  committee]  to  report  an  ordinance  to  prevent 
the  depreciation  "  of  Continental  and  Colonial  bills  of  cre- 
dit, and  to  prevent  extortion  on  anicles  necessary  for  sup- 
plies to  the  Continental  army."  That  General  Schuyler's 
two  last  letters  be  delivered  to  that  committee,  and  that 
they  speedily  report. 

Ordered,  That  the  last  mentioned  committee  have  leave 
to  absent  themselves  from  this  House  to-morrow,  that  they 
may  attend  to  prepare  their  report. 
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The  tnetnorial  of  William  Smith,  late  an  engineer  in  the 
Continental  army,  now  an  inhabitant  and  resident  in  this 
Suie,  was  read.  He  thereby  rciiucsts  a  permission  to 
transport  merchandise  to  llie  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
and  to  import  from  thence  effects  wliich  he  has  there  pur- 
chased on  liis  own  account. 

Jicsolved,  That  the  said  William  Smith  be  and  he  is 
hereby  permitted  to  transport  any  merchandise  from  this 
Stale  to  Massachusetts  Bay  which  he  may  think  proper,  in 
his  present  intended  journey.  This  permission  being  con- 
fined to  his  present  intended  journey,  and  not  to  operate  on 
any  future  occasion. 

Resolved,  That  the  like  permission  be  granted  to  Mr. 
Charles  Duryee,  late  of  the  city  of  New-York,  at  present 
of  Westchester  county,  merchant. 

A  letter  from  George  Leonard,  the  present  director  at 
Orange  furnace,  (since  the  decease  of  Samuel  Patrick,) 
offering  the  furnace,  ore,  coal,  wood,  slock,  teams,  dec.  to 
the  Convention,  during  the  residue  of  the  lease  to  the  said 
Samuel  Patrick,  was  read,  and  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Orange  Furnace,  Feby.  3d,  1777. 

"Honourable  Gentlemen — 

"  I  have  with  sorrow  to  inform  you  that  Mr. 
Patrick,  formerly  ironmaster  at  this  place,  is  deceased,  and 
as  the  widow  seems  unwilling  to  carry  on  the  business,  I 
here  make  a  proffer  of  the  works  to  your  honours,  as  I 
think  it  is  a  pity  that  such  serviceable  business  should  be 
stopped  at  this  time,  as  it  is  so  much  wanted,  and  as  there 
are  labourers  already  in  employ,  and  provision  provided  for 
tiie  season  ;  horses,  oxen,  wagons  and  carls,  &c.  all  ready; 
and  the  furnace  just  in  repair  for  the  ensuing  blast ;  and  a 
quantity  of  wood  ready  cut,  and  more  cutting;  moulders 
for  making  cannon  and  other  castings,  wailing  in  readi- 
ness ;  founders  wailing  for  business  ;  cannon  patterns  and 
other  patterns  of  all  kinds  in  readmess  ;  a  quantity  of  ore 
ready  raised  on  the  spot ;  and  every  utensil  tit  for  carrying 
on  the  business  ;  and  a  grist  mill  already  rented  to  supply 
the  works  with  flour,  &c. 

"  If  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  should  think  fit  to 
have  it  carried  on  for  the  use  of  these  forts,  (and  it  is  so 
nearly  situated  on  the  river,  that  at  the  shortest  notice  it 
could  supply  the  forts  to  the  norlinvard  with  shells,  grape- 
shot,  stoves,  or  any  kind  of  castings,)  you  can  lake  it  in 
consideration,  and  1  shall  be  ready  to  wail  on  any  gentle- 
men that  shall  be  appointed  to  come  and  view  the  situa- 
tion ;  and  as  the  widow's  business  is  to  settle,  I  slial!  be 
here  some  lime,  and  shall  be  ready  to  assist  any  gentle- 
men that  you  place  here  in  any  thing  that  I  can  be  of  ser- 
vice in,  without  fee  or  reward. 

"By  returning  an  immediate  answer,  you  will  oblige, 
gentlemen,  in  behalf  of  a  distressed  widow, 

"  Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

"  GEO.  LEONARD. 

"  P.  S.  The  lease  which  Mr.  Patrick  had,  continues 
until  the  first  of  October  next,  by  which  time  there  may 
be  a  good  blast  made ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  it  may  be 
hired  at  a  cheap  rate  for  a  longer  tune." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jacob  Cuyler,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr. 
R.  R.  Livingston  be  a  cominiitee  to  consider  of  and  report 
ways  and  means  for  obtaining  cannon  and  other  imple- 
ments of  war  in  this  State.  That  the  former  committee 
for  that  puipose  be  dissolved  ;  and  that  the  preceding  let- 
ter of  George  Leonard,  and  the  late  letter  from  said  Pat- 
rick on  the  subject  of  castings,  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee above  named. 

A  memorial  of  Peter  Sim,  one  of  the  contractors  for 
setting  up  a  salt  work  in  this  State,  was  read,  and  is  as 
follows,  to  wit : 

"  To  the  HonbU.  Convention  of  the  State  of  New-York. 

"Tlie  memorial  of  Peter  Sim  showeth  :  that  your  memo- 
rialist, in  company  with  Alexander  Robertson  and  some 
other  persons,  agreed  with  your  Honourable  House  to 
erect  works  in  order  to  manufacture  salt  in  this  State. 


Your  memorialists  purchased  sundry  materials  for  the  said 
works,  to  wit,  20,000  bricks,  124  planks,  350  boards,  all 
which,  wiih  olher  articles,  were  sent  to  Huniington,  Lena 
island,  the  place  agreed  on  for  the  manufactory.  Alcxan^ 
der  Robertson  and  your  memorialist  contracted  with 
Colonel  Ogden  for  iron  plates  for  the  salt  pans  ;  the  nails 
and  cast  iron  for  the  grates  were  provided  ;  and  a  man,  ex- 
perienced in  making  salt,  was  agreed  with  and  sent  to 
Huntington  to  lake  care  of  ihe  materials.  The  enemy 
taking  possession  of  the  island  put  a  stop  to  the  manufac- 
tory. 

"Your  memorialist,  therefore,  humbly  requests  tliat  your 
Honourable  House  will  lake  the  affair  inlo  consideration, 
and  grant  such  advice  and  assistance  in  the  premises  as 
may  be  necessary. 

"And  your  memorialist  shall  ever  pray,  &c.  &.c.  &c. 

"  Fishkill J  f)'lh  February,  1777." 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  William  Harper  and  Mr.  Robert 
Yates  be  a  committee  to  devise  ways  and  means  to  set  on 
foot  salt  manufactories  in  this  Stale. 

That  they  be  empowered  to  make  such  experiments  in 
making  salt  as  they  may  think  proper ;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose, that  they  be  and  hereby  are  authorized  to  draw  on 
the  treasury  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  four  hundred 
pounds,  for  the  expenditure  of  wliicli  drahs  thcv  shall  be 
accountable  to  the  Convention  or  Legislature  of  this  State. 

A  letter  from  Brigadier-General  McDougall,  dated  on 
the  fourth  instant,  and  informing  that  he  had  sent  up  four 
prisoners  of  war  to  the  care  of  the  Chairman,  was  read 
and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"Head-Quarters,  Pcet:skill,  Ath  Frbruary,  1777. 

"  Sir — As  I  do  not  not  know  who  is  the  commissary  of 
prisoners  for  this  Stale,  I  have  sent  to  your  care  four  pri- 
soners taken  Ijelovv  from  the  enemy.  'I'heir  names  are  un- 
derneath. Two  of  them  are  tailors,  and  may  be  usefully 
employed  in  rigging  the  frigates.  I  have  no  intelligence  of 
importance  to  communicate. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  and  the  Committee's 
"  Very  huinble  servant, 

"ALEX.  McDOUGALL. 
"  Thomas  Carr,  James  McDonald,  Richard  Scruton, 
prisoners  of  war ;  James  Turner,  a  soldier  of  Colonel 
Rodscrs'  rangers. 

"To  the  Cliairman  of  the  CommiUce  of  Safely 

of  the  Slate  of  iNew-York.'' 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries,  as  commissaries  for 
prisoners  of  war  in  this  Stale,  give  directions  that  the  pri- 
soners be  fed  with  such  provisions  as  are  allowed  to  the 
Continental  troops  ;  and  that  the  said  letter  be  committed 
to  Colonel  Drake  and  Major  Tappen. 

The  committee  appointed  to  br'ng  in  a  draft  of  a  resolu- 
tion for  exempting  coopers  from  military  duly,  or  marching 
with  the  militia,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 
Debates  arose  tiiereon,  and  after  considcrntion  thereof. 

Ordered,,  That  it  be  poslponed  for  tlic  present. 

The  Committee  of  Safely  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 


DIE  JOYIS,  10  no.  a.  im. 

Fehruanj  Qth,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjonrnineni. 

Prf.semt — Pierre  Van  Corllamlt,  Ksqr.  Vice-President. 
Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Duanc,  Col.  Broome,  Col.  I.ott,  ft!r.  Robert 
Harper — Hew-  Yorlt. 

Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Robt.  Yates — dlbany. 
Major  Tappea— Ulster. 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jas.  Livingslon— Xh/ZcAc-tt. 

Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith — Orange. 

Mr.  AVm.  Harper,  Mr.  NewkerU — Tryon. 

Col.  G.  Drake — IVestclicsler. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Major  Webster — Charlotte. 
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A  certificate  of  Robert  Morris,  chairman  of  the  secret 
committee  at  Piiiiadclphia,  dated  the  17th  of  January  last, 
was  read.  He  thereby  certifies  that  John  R.  Livingston 
has  made  and  deHvered  for  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
eleven  tons  two  iiundred  and  one  quarter  and  twenty-four 
pounds  of  powder. 

On  application  on  behalf  of  John  R.  Livingston  for  the 
bounty  allowed  for  manufacturing, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  Yates  and  Mr.  Tappen  be  a 
committee  to  lake  the  said  certificate,  and  report  on  tlie 
said  application. 

The  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Herckheiiner,  Ebe- 
nezer  Cox  and  Jacob  Klock,  of  Tryon  county,  coimnilted 
on  the  first  instant,  was  read,  and  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Canajoharij  District,  Jany.  24,  1777. 

"Honourable  Gentlemen — 

"  It  is  some  time  ago  that  we  sent  the  enclosed  petition, 
dated  the  2Sth  Deceinbor,  1776,  to  your  Honourable 
Board,  but  not  being  favoured  with  an  answer  to  this  day, 
and  fearing  the  execution  of  the  committee's  resolve  might 
cause  much  consequential  disturbance,  we  repeat  our  ap- 
plication and  request  to  your  Board,  with  the  enclosed  pe- 
tition of  the  same  contents  as  our  first  above  mentioned, 
humbly  begging  that  you'll  please  to  hear  us,  and  deter- 
mine this  case  with  justice  and  despatch  to  the  contentment 
and  quietness  of  the  public. 

"  We  must  almost  suppose  tliat  our  former  petition  mis- 
carried. 

"  We  are,  with  due  respect, 
"  Honourable  gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obt.  humble  servants, 

"NICHOLAS  HERCKHELMER, 
"EBENEZER  COX, 
"JACOB  KLOCK. 

"  To  the  Honourable  Convention  of  the 

State  of  New-York,  at  the  Fishkill." 

The  petition  of  Brigadier-CJeneral  Herckheimer  was 
then  read,  and  follows  in  the  words,  to  wit : 

"  Canajoharie  District,  Jany.  24,  1777. 

"  Honourable  gentlemen — 

The  petition  of  your  petitioners,  humbly  slieweth, 

that. 

Whereas,  a  certain  case  of  military  proceedings  in  (je- 
neral  Herckheimer's  brigade,  was  taken  before  the  commit- 
tee of  this  county  and  countermanded  ;  whereby  we,  as 
well  as  part  of  the  public,  are  urged  to  appeal  to  your 
Honourable  Board  for  relief.  The  true  circumstances  of 
the  case  are  as  follows  :  John  Kayser,  of  N.  German- 
town,  in  Palatine  district,  a  captain  of  a  company  of  mi- 
litia in  Colonel  Jacob  Klock's  battalion  of  General  Nichs. 
Herckheimer's  brigade,  some  lime  ago,  by  a  vacancy  of  a 
corporalship  in  his  company,  through  his  corporal's  enlist- 
ing as  a  ranger,  appointed  and  ordered  John  Riemen  Sny- 
der, son  of  Henry  Riemen  Snyder,  of  N.  Germantowii, 
aforesaid,  to  be  a  corporal  in  the  other's  stead,  which  or- 
der was  refused  by  both  Rumen  Snyder,  the  father,  and 
the  son,  under  the  pretence  alleged  by  the  father,  that  his 
son  was  a  miller,  and  therefore  exempted  from  such  mili- 
tary duty  by  law,  according  lo  the  new  acts  for  the  mili- 
tia of  the  State  of  New-York.  But  as  it  is  well  known 
not  only  to  the  captain,  to  his  subalterns,  and  to  the  compa- 
ny, but  to  the  whole  neighbourhood,  that  the  father,  iriciiry 
Reimen  Snyder,  aforesaid,  who  has  an  old,  ragged  mill  in 
that  setllenient,  most  always  out  of  order,  has  constantly 
been  the  miller  himself,  when  the  mill  was  fit  and  had 
water  to  grind,  (being  but  a  small  stream  lo  it;)  the  said 
captain  therefore  considering  it  a  scheme  of  the  old  man  to 
defraud  the  public,  put  the  lawful  fine,  agreeable  to  the 
militia  rules,  upon  the  said  John  Riemen  Snyder,  for  re- 
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fusing  to  accept  and  serve  as  a  corporal ;  and  upon  still 
refusing  of  both  Riemen  Snyders  to  pay  the  said  line,  the 
captain  proceeded  further  in  the  recovery  of  the  same,  and 
distrained. 

"The  father,  hearing  his  property  was  to  be  distrained, 
threatened  that  if  any  man  came  upon  Ins  ground  in  order  lo 
distrain  for  that  purjtose,  he  would  kill  him.  It  i<  trur  ihc 
father  may  be  a  man  of  60  years  of  age,  and  is  ex..-Mii.l(rd 
thereby  of  training  ;  but  yet  of  a  hearty  and  siroii','  eoi'isti- 
Uition,  well  able  for  lending  this  mill,  and  truly,  bi'iU'r  than 
the  son,  who  lias  no  knowledge  of  u,  :ind  ahnc^t  rcvr 
before  tended  the  mill ;  nor  yet,  but  at  the  liino  wlii;:i  the 
captain  calls  a  training.  The  father  often  before  dci.i  .u  .1, 
that  if  one  applied  to  him  for  i  loan  of  horses,  or  any  i-f 
the  other  farming  utensils,  he  had  noiliinir  to  say  in  it  ■ 
that  his  son  be  the  farmer,  and  iie  had  to  dis]iose  "of  >!i,  li 
things.  The  father  and  son,  further,  after  the  last  v.  iid  ' 
of  officers  for  that  company,  expressed,  that  if  the  son 
John  would  have  been  chosen  an  ensign,  he  would  have 
well  treated  the  officers,  and  besides  provided  the  colours 
upon  his  own  costs  ;  but  as  a  private,  the  father  said  ho 
should  not  train.  All  these  circumstances  here  related,  and 
now  in  behalf  of  the  said  proceedings,  when  called  upon,  (  an 
be  proved  by  eviilences.  The  said  father  seeing  lii.r.  Ins 
scheme  would  not  be  accepted  by  the  captain,  nor  in,-.  \m1I 
obtained,  then  made  application  to  the  committee  ul  lins 
county,  with  the  complaint  that  his  son,  being  a  iii:,'cr, 
was  unjustly  fined  and  prosecuted  ;  the  comiiiitlee.  nj)on 
such  complaint,  without  the  hearing  of  one  of  the  cvi.i'-a- 
ces  in  the  captain's  behalf,  resolved,  that  the  said  .!.  :m 
Reimen  Snyder,  Ijoing  the  miller,  shall  be  e.xcnipted 
military  duty,  except  in  invasion,  pursuant  to  the  .\1 1 .  ar- 
ticle of  the  militia  acts;  and  also  that  the  fine  rcnj-. crcd 
by  the  captain  for  such  refusal  to  serve  as  above  incniRiii- 
ed,  shall  be  rendered  by  the  said  captain  to  the  said  ,lohn 
Riemen  Snyder.  Considering  this  resolve  of  the  coiuuiit- 
lee,  and  the  manner  of  the  proceedings  thereof,  \vc  thought 
ourselves  in  duty  bound  to  resent  it  as  a  grievance  and  re- 
gardless imposition  upon  the  officers  of  any  rank  v.lnch 
will  disturb  the  service  in  general,  and  in  particular,  the 
company  of  the  said  Caytain  Kayser,  which,  as  we  are 
informed,  will  lake  die  same  privilege  of  not  trainini:,  in 
case  this  John  Riemen  Snyder  shall  be  free  by  his  deceit- 
ful scheme. 

"  Therefore,  hoping  that  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
militia  are  not  evadetl,  nor  intended  to  be  understood,  ex- 
plained or  taken  in  deceit  and  partiality,  or  to  the  fraud  of 
the  public,  we,  ihe  superiour  officers,  who  are  resoived, 
and  always  willing  to  serve  the  country  in  our  ccwti-st, 
laithfully,  and  to  have  the  militia  under  our  commanil  rui;-d 
impartially,  find  ourselves  much  aggrieved,  and  beg  i!i  it 
your  Honourable  Board  may  look  into  this  case  niainrelv, 
and  procure  that  justice  may  be  done  to  the  officers  as  well 
as  the  privates.  We  don't  doubt  that  in  particular,  the 
proceedings  of  the  said  Captain  Kayser  will  be  ajiprovud 
by  you  just  and  lawful ;  and  therefore  the  above  meniuined 
resolve  of  the  committee  recalled.  We  could  add  s.nr.f 
other  instances  of  a  like  case  of  fines  tried  by  the  coniinit- 
tee,  and  ihe  resolution  thereof  by  them  determined,  wliirh 
almost  causeth  a  disrespect  of  the  privates  to  their  ciii:crs, 
and  discourage  the  latter. 

"  Without  prescription  to  your  Honourable  ])oir  1,  wc 
would  wish  that  any  militia  case  should  be  tried  by  a  c  uirt- 
niarlial  ;  and  if  one  should  think  himself  aggrieved  or 
wronged,  might  apply  to  the  field  olficers,  and  so  on,  !>y 
decrees,  to  the  brigadier-general,  for  a  just  inquiry  and  de- 
termination of  the  matter.  If  such  an  appeal  to  the  com- 
mittee for  every  case  tried  by  olficers,  is  allowed  lo  the 
militia,  they  always  will  run  there  for  relief,  and  that  trust 
reposed  in  us  appears  to  be  checked  and  our  authority 
void. 
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"  We  remain  with  respect,  and  your  humble  petition- 
ers for  ever  prav',  &c. 

"  Honourable  gentlemen, 

"  Your  obdt.  humble  servants, 
"  NICHOLAS  HEICKHEtMER, 
" EBENEZER  COX, 
"  JACOB  KLOCK. 

"  To  the  Honourable  Convention 

of  New- York  State,  at  the  Fishkill." 

Mr.  Duane  gave  notice  that  he  intends  speedily  to  move 
that  Brigadier-Gencial  George  Clinton  may  be  appointed 
major-general  of  the  militia  of  this  State. 

He  assigned  for  a  reason,  that  it  might  be  an  introduc- 
tion to  place  him  in  the  Continental  service,  and  desired  it 
may  be  considered  of. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  relative  to  the  rangers  raised 
in  this  State,  be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow,  and  that 
all  the  members  be  requested  to  attend. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  pursuant  to  a  nomination 
of  Brigadier-C^eneral  George  Clinton, 

Ordered,  That  a  commission  issue  to  Seth  Marvin, 
Esqr.  as  captain  of  a  company  of  militia,  drafted  from  the 
militia  of  Orange  county,  to  continue  in  service  until  the 
last  day  of  March  next,  pursuant  to  certain  resolutions  of 
the  Convention  of  this  State,  passed  on  the  first  day  of 
January  last,  the  said  commission  to  continue  in  force  until 
the  said  company  shall  be  discharged  from  that  service, 
and  then  to  be  void. 

The  Committee  were  informed  that  Samuel  Lyon,  of 
Rye  manor,  and  Colonel  Thos.  Thomas,  with  six  men,  on 
board  of  a  private  small  boat  of  war.  Flying  Fish,  took  a 
sloop.  Industry,  loaded  with  15  cords  of  wood,  17J  barrels 
of  cider  and  vinegar,  one  suit  of  sails  and  rigging  for  another 
vessel,  7  or  8  small  bags  of  meal,  navigated  with  7  men 
and  women,  lately  the  property  of  and  commanded  by 
Abraham  Selleck,  and  bound  from  Oyster  Bay,  on  Nassau 
island,  to  the  city  of  New-York. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 


FRIDAY  MORNING, 

February  1th,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 

Mr.  llooscvelt,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Lott,  Mr.  Broome,  Genl.  Scott,  Mr. 
Harper— Acu-- Korfc. 

Judge  Graliam,  Col.  Drake,  Mr.  Morris,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt — ll'esl- 
ehester. 

Mr.  Jas.  Livingston.  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — Dutchess. 
Mr.  Robert  Yates,       Tajlor,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Col.  Livingston,  Mr.  .Vdgate — Albany. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Ncwkcrk — Tryon.  . 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith— C7sfcr. 

Mr.  Webster— C/iaWc.«e.  . 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Tappen,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Brigadier-General  Nichs.  Herckhcimcr, 
Ebenezer  Co.^  and  Jacob  Klock,  reported, 

"  That  WHEREAS  there  are  many  complaints  exhibited 
in  the  said  petition  ;  among  others,  a  complaint  against  the 
committee  of  the  county  ol  Tryon.  As  your  committee 
are  not  at  present  possessed  of  any  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  county  committees,  relating  to  one  John  Riemen  Sny- 
der mentioned  in  the  said  petition  : 

"  Your  committee  beg  leave  to  report  as  their  opinion, 
that  the  Secretary  of  this  Convention  do  transmit  a  copy  of 
the  said  petition  to  the  chairman  uf  the  county  committee 
of  the  said  county  of  Tryon,  and  that  ho  be  requested  to 
transmit  to  this  Convention  the  proceedings  of  the  said 
committee  respecting  the  case  of  the  said  John  Riemen 
Snyder." 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for 
manufacturing  salt  within  this  State,  produced  a  sample  of 


salt  made  of  the  water  of  certain  springs  at  Oriskc,  about 
10  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Fort  Schuyler,  [qucre,  St.ui- 
wix,]  and  reported  that  from  information,  it  appears  to  the 
committee  tliat  nine  gallons  of  the  said  water  will  yield 
two  quarts  of  salt.  Tlic  said  sample  of  salt  being  examined 
and  the  report  considered. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  devise 
ways  and  means  to  make  further  experiments,  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  qualities  of  the  said  waters  at  Oriskec,  and  if 
they  shall  be  of  opinion  that  a  sail  manufactory  can  be  esta- 
blished there  with  advantage,  that  they  proceed  without 
delay  to  procure  materials  and  employ  proper  persons  to 
carry  on  the  same. 

And  whereas  it  is  represented  that  salt  springs  have 
been  discovered  in  several  places  in  the  norilicru  and 
western  parts  of  this  Stale: 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  powers  of  the  said  com- 
mittee be  enlarged,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  and  au- 
thorized, to  cause  the  experiments  to  be  made  and  works 
to  be  erected  and  set  on  ibot,  for  carrying  on  the  nminifac- 
ture  of  salt  in  any  place  within  this  State,  which  they, 
in  their  judgment,  may  think  affords  the  greatest  jirospect 
of  success. 

Tlie  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  certificate  of 
Robert  Morris,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the  secret  commiliee  of 
Congress,  in  favour  of  John  R.  Livingston,  for  the  (|uaiility 
of  powder  by  him  manufaclured  and  delivered  for  the  use 
of  the  Continental  armies,  reported, 

"That  the  Convention  of  this  Stale,  on  the  9th  of  June, 
1775,  resolved  that,  for  every  hundred  weight  of  good 
powder  which,  upon  due  proof,  shall  be  certified  by  the 
committee  of  the  county  where  any  powder  mill  is,  or  shall 
be  erected,  to  have  been  manufactured  within  this  Colony, 
and  to  have  been  delivered  to  the  said  cominiticc,  tlie 
bounty  of  five  pounds  shall  be  paid  to  the  manufacturer 
thereof,  over  and  above  the  price  of  such  powder,  and  the 
said  resolve  to  continue  in  full  force  twelve  months  from 
the  date  thereof. 

"  That  by  a  subsequent  resolve,  made  the  3d  day  of 
January  last,  the  said  bounty  is  continued  from  iho  9ih  day 
of  June,  1776,  until  the  9ih  day  of  June,  1777. 

"  That  the  said  certificate  does  not  prove  the  manufac- 
turing and  delivering  of  gunpowder,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  said  resolutions,  yet  ihe  commiliee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  said  certificate  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
making  and  delivery  of  the  quantity  of  powder  therein  men- 
tioned, and  that  the  proof  does  not  come  within  the  letter 
of  the  said  resolve,  vet  that  upon  equitable  principles  the 
bounty  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  said  John  R.  Livingston." 

1  he  said  report  being  read,  was  agreed  to.  'I'hereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Mr. 
John  R.  Livingston,  the  sum  of  £1,1 12  ds.  in  lull  fur  the 
bounty  on  eleven  tons,  two  hundred,  one  qimrtcr  and 
twenty-four  pounds  of  gunpowder,  manufactured  at  his 
powder  mills,  Dutchess  county,  and  take  his  rcceijit  in  full 
for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that 
it  would  too  far  weaken  and  endanger  the  passes  of  the 
Highlands,  as  well  as  be  prejuilicia)  to  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice, to  withdraw  at  this  time  any  part  of  ilie  Coniinental 
troops  raised  in  this  State,  from  the  present  station. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiliee  upon  General  Schuyler's 
letter  be  duected  to  confer  with  Colonel  Livingston  on  ihe 
subject  matter  of  the  preceding  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  pay  to  Messrs.  Duane  or 
Robert  Yates  the  sum  of  six  pounds  fourteen  shillings  and 
one  penny  to  reimburse  them  the  expenses  attending  their 
journey  to  Kingston,  in  Ulster  county,  by  order  of  ihis 
Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  for 
accommodations  for  the  Convention  at  Fishkill,  be  directed 
to  report  to-morrow  morning. 

The  commiitcc  to  whom  was  referred  the  despatches 
from  General  Schuyler,  made  a  report,  which  was  read. 
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Ordered,  That  General  Scott  be  added  to  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

Captain  Tuder,  attending  to  confer  with  the  House  rela- 
tive to  procuring  cannon  for  the  Continental  ships  and  other 
matters, 

Ordered,  That  he  be  referred  to  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  procure  cannon. 

Lancaster  Burling,  one  of  tlie  master  shipwrights,  at- 
tending to  confer  with  the  House  relative  to  the  wages  of 
the  shipwrights. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Broome  and  Major  Tappen  be 
a  committee,  and  report  the  same  to-morrow  morning. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 


SATURDAY  MORNING, 

Fehruanj  8th,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Duane,  Col.  Lott,  Col.  Broome,  Mr.  Harper,  General  Scott,  Jlr. 
Jay — New-York. 

Mr.  Tappen— Ulster. 

Mr.  James  Livingston — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Webster— C/iar/o«c. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Morris,  Col.  G.  Drake — 
Westchester. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Xewkerk — Tryon. 
Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Mr.  Taylor,  Col.  Broome,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Robert  Yates,  Col. 
Livingston,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Adgate — Jllbany. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gansevoort  and  Mr.  Stephens  be 
added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report 
on  the  account  of  Samuel  Patrick,  deceased,  tor  iron  stoves 
by  him  made  for  the  public  use  at  the  request  of  General 
Schuyler. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Robert 
Yates,  Esqr.  a  member  of  the  secret  committee  appointed 
for  llie  purpose  of  obstructing  the  navigation  ot  Hudson's 
river,  the  sum  of  £308  3s.  2d.  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 
said  committee. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  and  report  on 
the  account  of  Samuel  Patrick,  deceased,  for  iron  stoves  by 
him  made  at  the  request  of  the  Honble.  Major-Genl.  Schuy- 
ler, for  the  use  of  the  army  in  the  norlhern  department, 
delivered  in  their  report,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to ; 
and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  of 
Safety,  the  charge  in  Mr.  Patrick's  account  of  £so  per  ton 
is  extravagant,  and  that  £63  per  ton  is  a  reasonable  price 
for  manufacturing  the  said  stoves. 

A  letter  from  Isaac  Paris,  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
Tryon  county,  dated  January  22nd,  relative  to  a  miller's 
son,  whether  he  ought  to  be  cxemj)ted  from  the  militia, 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee 
to  whom  the  letter  from  General  Herckhiemer  and  others, 
was  referred. 

A  letter  from  His  Excellency  General  Washington, 
dated  first  day  of  February  instant,  was  read,  and  follows 
in  the  words,  to  wit : 

"  Kead-Qfarters,  ? 

"  Morrisloicii,  I'ebij.  1,  1777.  ^ 

"  Gentlemen — The  great  countenance  and  protection 
shown  and  given  to  deserters  by  persons  in  the  difl'crent 
neighbourhoods  from  whence  they  originally  came,  has 
made  that  vice  so  prevalent  in  the  army,  tliat  unless  some 
very  eficctual  measures  are  fallen  upon  to  prevent  it,  our 
new  army  will  scarcely  be  raised  betore  it  will  again  dwin- 
dle and  waste  away  from  that  cause  alone. 

"  I  know  no  remedy  so  effectual  as  for  the  different 


I  States  immediately  to  pass  laws,  laying  a  very  severe  pe- 
nalty upon  tliose  who  harbour,  or  fail  to  give  information 
against  deserters,  knowing  them  to  be  such  ;  and  strictly 
enjoining  all  justices  of  the  peace  and  othcers  of  mihtia,  to 
keep  a  watchful  eye  over  and  apprehend  all  such  persons 
as  shall  return  from  the  army  without  a  discliarge.  In 
order  that  this  most  salutary  measure  may  be  carried  into 
execution,  I  have  not  only  desired  Congress  to  recommend 
I  it  to  the  different  States,  but  have  myself  wrote  circular 
letters  to  them  all,  pressing  their  compliance  with  my  re- 
quest. 

"  Desertion  must  cease  of  course,  when  the  offenders 
find  that  they  have  no  shelter. 

"  I  am,  gentn.  with  esteem  and  respect, 
"  Yr.  most  obt.  servant, 

"GO.  WASHINGTON. 

"  Honble.  Convention  of  the  State  N.  York." 

Ordered,  That  said  letter  be  committed  to  Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Scott,  and  Jlr.  R.  R.  Livingston. 

Whereas  there  is  at  piesent  no  committee  in  the  county 
of  Westchester,  and  great  mischiefs  may  arise  therefrom 
in  the  present  .situation  of  the  said  county  : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  to  meet  at 
Bedford,  within  the  said  county,  on  Monday  the  17th  in- 
stant, and  choose  a  committee  in  their  said  county,  of  twen- 
ty-five persons,  as  the  county  committee  of  the  said  county, 
to  continue  until  a  full  establishment  of  a  form  of  govern- 
ment for  this  State  ;  and  that  tlie  late  chairman  of  the 
county  committee  do  cause  proper  notice  to  be  given  for 
that  purpose. 

A  resolution  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Wisner  was  read,  and 
Ordered,  That  the  consideration  tliereof  be  postponed 
until  there  is  a  Convention. 

A  letter  from  Major-General  Schuyler,  dated  the  4th  day 
of  February,  instant,  relative  to  an  endorsement  for  ascer- 
j  taining  the  prices  of  supplies  for  the  army,  was  read. 
I      Ordered,  That  it  be  committed  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  devise  ways  and  means  to  prevent  the  deprecia- 
i  tion  cf  bills  of  credit,  and  preventing  the  ])urchasing  of  sup- 
plies for  ihe  armv  at  an  exhorbitant  price. 

I\Ir.  Piatt  and  Judge  Graham  came  into  Committee. 
A  certified  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  committee  of 
Albany  vi-as  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

"  Albany  Committee  Chamuek,  > 
"  29a  January,  1777.  ^ 

"  The  Treasurer  reported  that  he  had  no  money  in  hand, 
and  in  order  to  discharge  the  pressing  demands  daily  made, 
he  had  borrowed  six  hundred  pounds,  and  that  a  number 
of  accounts  audited  remain  yet  unpaid. 

"  Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  chairman  draw  upon  the 
Convention  of  this  State  for  two  thousand  pounds,  to  pay 
the  said  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds  borrowed  by  the  Trea- 
surer, and  to  pay  off  the  accounts  yet  unpaid,  and  also  to 
defray  the  contingent  charges  of  this  county  and  State. 
"  Extracts  from  the  minutes. 

"  MAT.  VISSCHER,  Secy:' 
A  draft  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  county 
I  of  Albany,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
I  wit : 

1  ■     "'  "  Albany  Committee  Cha.mber,  > 

*'  2^)//t  Jany.  1111.  ^ 

"Sir — Please  to  pay  to  Messrs.  Robert  Yates,  Leonard 
Gansevoort,  Robert  Van  Rensselaer,  John  Tayler  and 
JIalthevv  Adgate,  or  either  of  them,  two  thousand  pounds, 
I  and  charge  the  same  to  this  county. 

"  By  order. 
"JOHN  B.ARCLAY,  Chairman. 

"  To  the  President  of  the  Convention 

of  the  State  of  New-York." 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded  that  this  Com- 
mitce  direct  a  compliance  with  tlie  said  draft,  and  order 
the  Treasurer  to  pay  the  same. 
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Ikbaics  arose  thereon;  and  after  some  time  spent  there- 
lUe  lollovving  questions  were  put : 

'wheitier  on  lliis  application,  money  shall  be  lent  to  the 
conin""*^^  of  Albany  ^    Agreed  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  \Vm.  Harper  dissenting. 

Tne  question  was  then  put,  whether  the  sum  to  be  lent 
phould  be  two  thousand  pounds.  Agreed  in  the  affirma- 
tive.   Whereupon,  . 

Hesolued  and  Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Slate,  advance  to  Messrs.  Robert  Yates,  Leonard  Ganse- 
voort,  Robert  Van  Rensselaer,  John  Tayler  and  JLillhevv 
Adcate,  or  either  of  them,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds, 
for°he  use  of  the  county  of  Albany  ;  that  the  same  be 
charged  to  the  said  county. 

That  the  Deputies  of  Albany  inform  the  committee  of 
Albany  lhat  this  Committee  of  Safety  think  it  improper 
lliat  the  committee  of  Albany  should  pay  the  companies  of 
rangers. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  then  adjourned  till  10  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 


-Netc-  York. 


SUNDAY  MORNING. 

February  9ih,  1777 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  Vice-President. 
Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Duane,  Col.  Broome,  Alderman  Lott 
Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Moore— Trj/oji. 
Mr.  yVehster— Charlotte. 

Col.  Van  Kensselaer,  Mr.  Taylor,  Col.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gansevoort— 
.Albany. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jas.  Livingston — Dutchess. 
Mr.  Sle^hens— Cumberland. 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Morns— Westchesicr. 
Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 

General  Scott,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  several  despatches  from  General  Schuyler,  relating  to 
the  reinforcement  of  the  garrison,  of  grain  in  the  nortlicrn 
part  of  this  State,  and  the  dangerous  communication  be- 
tween the  two  armies  of  the  enemy,  by  the  intervention  of 
John  Brandt,  an  Indian,  made  the  following  report,  which 
was  agreed  to,  to  wit : 

'I'hat  from  the  said  despatches,  it  appears  necessary  to 
put  it  in  General  Schuvler's  power,  1st.  To  send  a  con- 
siderable force  to  reinforce  the  abovementioncd  garrison. 
2ndly.  To  assist  the  General  in  procuring  provisions  for 
our  norliicrn  army.  3dly.  To  provide  for  the  apprelien- 
sion  of  Joseph  Brandt. 

As  to  the  first,  the  Committee  submit  the  following  re- 
solutions, to  wit : 

1st.  Resolicd,  That  General  Schuyler  be  empowered 
to  despatch  one-hfih  part  of  the  militia  of  the  several  coun- 
ties of  Albany,  Tryon,  Charlotte,  Gloucester  and  Cum- 
berland, for  reinforcement  of  liie  said  garrison  of  Ticonde- 
roga,  whenever  he  shall  ihink  the  same  absolutely  neces- 
sary ;  and  lhat  the  said  militia  be  discharged  as  soon  as 
such  necessity  shall  cease. 

2nd.  To  the  end  lhat  such  detachments  may  be  properly 
officered, 

Resolved,  That  General  Schuyler,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  Brigadier-General  of  ihe  said  respective  counties, 
select  sucli  officers,  and  of  such  rank  as  ihey  shall  think 
proper,  for  the  most  effectual  command  of  the  said  detach- 
ments. 

3rd.  The  said  detachments  being  thus  made  and  offi- 
cered, 

Resolved,  That  General  Schuyler  regiment  them  ir.  such 
manner  as  he  shall  think  proper,  ihey  being  hereby  put 
under  his  command. 

4th.  Whereas  there  is  great  reason  to  apprehend  lhat 
the  militia  of  the  said  counties  are  not  armed  and  accou- 
tred as  the  regulations  for  the  militia  of  this  Stale  require  : 

Resolved,  That  such  of  the  said  mililia  of  the  said  se- 
veral counties  who  shall  not,  on  being  dctaciicd  for  the  ser- 


vice aforesaid  be  well  armed  and  accoutred,  be  supplied 
by  impress  with  arms  and  accoulrements  from  the  rest  of 
the  mililia  of  ihe  said  counties  respectively;  lhat  is  to  say, 
the  detachment  of  each  regiment  to  be  armed  and  accou- 
tred from  llie  rest  of  the  mililia  of  siicli  regiment,  and  the 
brigadier-general  of  each  of  ihe  said  counties,  and  such 
persons  as  they  respectively  shall  auihorize,  for  the  purpo- 
ses hereby  directed  and  required,  to  make  such  impress  as 
aforesaid. 

5tli.  To  the  end  that  justice  may  be  done  to  the  persons 
from  whom  arms  and  accoutrements  shall  be  so  impressed 
as  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  two  members,  either  of  the  general  or 
sub-committee,  with  the  captain  of  the  company  fioin  and 
out  of  which  impress  as  aforesaid  .shall  be  made,  shall  esti- 
mate the  value  of  each  musket  or  fire-arm  and  the  accou- 
trements thereto  belonging  so  impressed  as  aforesaid,  and 
furnish  to  the  owner  thereof  a  certificate  of  such  impress 
and  valuation,  and  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  captains 
respectively,  or  their  officers  commanding  the  companies 
of  such  detachments  as  atoresaid,  who  shall  respeciivelv 
give  receipts  and  be  responsible  for  the  same,  either  bv 
returning  the  said  arms  and  accoutrements  to  the  respective 
owners  thereof  in  good  condilion,  on  paying  for  the  same 
in  case  of  loss  or  injury,  according  to  such  valuation  as 
aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  of  such  payment,  shall  be  autho- 
rized to  deduct  the  amount  thereof  out  of  the  pay  of  every 
soldier  who  shall  ihus  be  furnished  by  impress  as  afore- 
said; provided,  always  that  this  State  shall  be  and  is  here- 
by declared  to  be  responsible  for  every  inevitable  loss  or 
injury  of  or  to  such  impressed  arms  and  accoutrements  as 
aforesaid,  pursuant  to  such  valuation  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
valuation  of  such  injury  by  the  persons  authorized  to  make 
such  valuations. 

As  to  the  second  point :  In  order  to  the  sufficient  supply 
of  provisions  for  ihe  army  in  the  northern  department : 

Resolved,  That  Major-General  Schuyler  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  lake  all  such  quantities  of  provisions 
in  the  several  counties  to  the  northward  of  the  counties  of 
Ulster  and  Dutchess,  within  this  State,  as  have  been  pur- 
chased, or  shall  be  stored,  monopolized  or  engrossed,  as 
he  shall  think  necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  said  army, 
and  cause  the  same  to  be  valued  by  three  iiidifferent  and 
substantial  freeholders  on  oath,  and  pay  for  the  same  ac- 
cordini;  to  such  valuation. 
As  to  the  third  point  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  that 
it  will  be  of  great  service  to  ihe  American  cause  to  appre- 
hend the  said  Joseph  Brandt,  and  also  one  Gilbert  Fice, 
who,  this  Committee  arc  informed,  accompanies  him  ;  that 
no  cost  or  labour  should  be  spared  to  obtain  that  end  ;  and 
that  Mr.  John  Harper,  of  the  county  of  Tryon,  be  recom- 
mended to  General  Schuyler,  as  a  proper  person  to  be  im- 
mediately supplied  with  sufficient  money,  and  wilh  a  suffi- 
cient parly  if  necessary  for  that  service,  he  being,  accord- 
ing to  good  information,  well  acquainted  at  the  Onogli- 
quage  castle  and  slronuly  allached  to  the  American  cause. 

Ordered,  That  Judge  Graham  and  Colo.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, be  a  commiltee  to  inquire  relative  to  the  liquors  and 
property  of  Captain  Foular,  who  has  gone  over  to  the 
enemy. 

Ordered,,  That  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  and 
Mr.  Gansevoort,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  the  draft  of  a 
letter  to  Major-General  Schuyler,  to  communicate  to  him 
llie  sense  of  the  Committee  on  the  subject  referred  to  in 
his  late  despatches  and  report  the  same. 

Mr.  Duane,  from  the  committee  aforesaid,  reported  the 
draft  of  a  letter  to  Major-General  Schuyler,  which  was  ap- 
proved of  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

"  Sir — Your  favour  of  the  'llh  instant  has  been  laid  be- 
fore the  Cotnmitlec  of  Safety,  and  with  lhat  of  the  first, 
duly  considered.  I  am  directed  to  enclose  you  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  House  upon  ihe  imi)ortant  subject  to  which 
ihey  relate.    It  is  witii  the  utmost  concern  lhat  we  contem- 
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plate  the  prospect  of  drawing  out  tlie  northern  militia,  al- 
ready averse  to  service  in  this  inclemi^nt  season,  but  from 
the  vast  importance  of  preserving  Ticondcroga  ;  and  it"  such 
guarded  assurance,  that  nothing  but  urgent  necessity  will 
induce  you  to  embrace  ihis  last  resource,  they  have  sent 
you  with  directions  for  that  purpose.'' 

[The  rest  of  this  letter  not  entered  in  the  minutes. J 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


MONDAY  MORNING, 

Feby.  10  th,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pbesent — Mr.  Buane,  Jfr.  Roosevelt,  C'ulo.  Broome,  Ueneral  Scott, 
Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Harper,  .Mr.  Jay — Scw-York. 

Mr.  Gansevoort.  Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Taylor,  Col.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Adgate — Jllbany. 

Mr.  Tappea — Lister. 

Major  Lawrence— Queens. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  James  Livingston — Bulchcst. 
Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 

Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Jfr.  Morris,  Col.  Graham,  Col.  Drake — West- 
chester. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 
Mr.  Webster— C/iar/o/;f. 
Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 

Whereas  a  message  was  this  day  sent  to  Jlr.  Moore,  one 
of  the  Representatives  of  Tryon  county,  desiring  his  at- 
tendance, without  which  there  would  not  be  a  siiliicieut 
number  of  members  to  form  a  Convention,  which  at  tins 
time  is  indispensably  neces.sary  for  the  public  service. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  a  messenger  be  dcspaichcd  to 
notify  Mr.  Moore,  that  his  immediate  attendance  on  Con- 
vention is  required,  and  peremptorily  to  cause  huii  to  re- 
turn accordingly. 

Ordered,  'i'hat  messengers  be  immediately  sent  to  the 
following  members  :  JIajor  Parks,  Mr.  Joseph  Smith  and 
Mr.  Henry  Schenk  ;  and  that  said  members  do  peremto- 
rily  attend  the  Convention  without  delay. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration 
of  ways  and  means  to  prevent  the  depreciation  of  the  Con- 
tinental and  State  currency,  and  to  prevent  extortion  in  fur- 
nishing supplies  to  the  American  army,  delivered  in  their 
report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow  morning. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  enjoined,  on  all 
the  members  of  the  Convention  of  this  Stale,  who  are  now 
in  Fishkill,  or  the  neighbourhood  thereof,  as  also  those 
members  who  are  sent  for,  not  to  depart  this  place  without 
leave  of  ihe  said  Convention,  or  this  Committee,  on  pain 
of  expulsion. 

Whereas  it  has  become  necessary  to  provide  the  most 
effectual  means  to  prevent  the  desertion  of  the  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  if  any  person  in  this  State 
shall,  knowingly,  harbour  or  conceal  any  soldier  beloiiLjing 
to  the  Continental  army,  wiihoul  his  havin?  a  furlough,  or 
leave  of  absence,  in  writins,  froni  his  commanding  otHcer, 
or  neglect  to  inform  the  comniitlee  uf  the  di<trici  wherein 
he  resides,  of  the  appearance  of  such  soldier  in  the  said 
district,  he  shall,  upon  due  conviction  before  the  commiitcc 
of  such  county  or  district  whereof  the  fact  shall  hafipen, 
forfeit  for  such  offence  the  penally  of  twenty  pounds  ;  to 
be  levied  on  the  goods  and  chailels,  hy  warrant  of  the 
chairman  of  such  committee  ;  which  warrant  shall  be  di- 
rected to  the  constable  of  the  district,  or  for  the  want  of  a 
constable,  to  any  inhabitant  iheicnf;  and  if  tiie  offender 
shall  not  have  goods  and  chattels  whereof  such  penalty  can 
be  levied,  that  then  he  shall  suffer  three  months'  imprison- 
ment in  the  common  jail  of  the  county  which  such  com- 
mittee represent. 
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Resolved,  That  one-half  of  all  penalties  which  shall  be 
recovered  by  virtue  of  the  said  resolutions,  shall  be  applied 
in  sucli  manner  as  the  Convention,  or  future  Legislature  of 
this  State,  shall  direct. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  county  and  district  committees 
of  tiiis  State  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  and  enjoined 
to  use  the  utmost  endeavours  to  cause  all  desericvs  to  be 
apprehended  and  sent  to  the  nearest  jail,  and  to  transmit 
notice  thereof  to  the  nearest  commanding  officer,  or  to  the 
oflicer  of  the  regiment  or  company  to  which  he  belongs, 
and  an  account  of  the  expenses  of  such  apprehension  ;  and 
if  it  shall  not  be  paid,  the  Convention  will,  on  notice 
thereof,  and  on  being  furnished  wiiii  the  account,  duly  au- 
thenticated, reimburse  the  same  to  such  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  published  m 
tlie  public  newspapers. 

Whereas  the  lormer  building  used  as  a  guard  house, 
near  Fishkill  church,  is  nearly  demolished,  and  become 
untenable  :  And  whereas,  the  guards  there  kept,  fre- 
quently intoxicated  with  liquor,  have  heretofore  committed, 
and  continue  to  commit  great  waste  by  burning  and  de- 
stroying posts,  rails  and  boards,  and  the  firewood,  clan- 
destinely taken  away  from  the  houses  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  neighbourhood,  to  the  great  damage  of  the  said  inhabi- 
tants :  And  whereas,  the  Committee  are  informed  that 
the  stores  placed  in  the  Episcopal  church,  on  pretext 
whereof  the  said  guard  is  kept,  may,  with  great  conven- 
ience and  little  expense,  be  removed  to  the  Coniinental 
stores  near  the  barracks,  where  they  would  be  much  more 
effectually  guarded  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  Tliat  Colonel  Chevcrs,  or  the  officer  having 
the  charge  of  those  stores,  be  requested  to  cause  the  stores 
kept  in  the  said  Episcopal  church,  to  be  removed  to  sucli 
store  house  near  the  barracks,  as  inay  be  most  convenient 
for  him,  in  order  that  the  said  guard  may  be  removed  from 
the  said  guard  house. 

And  whereas  the  Committee  of  Safely  have  been  in- 
formed, that  the  troops  in  the  bai racks,  for  want  of  a  pro- 
per supply  of  firewood,  have  greatly  impaired  the  value  of, 
and  nearly  destroyed  the  farms  adjoining  the  same,  by  de- 
stroying the  fences  : 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  at  this  post  be 
requested  to  give  such  orders  as  may  effectually  prevent 
injuring  or  destroying  the  fences  in  this  precinct,  by  the 
troops,  and  cause  the  barracks  to  be  supplied,  from  time  to 
time,  by  such  agent  or  agents  of  the  quarter-masier-gcne- 
ral,  whose  duty  it  may  be,  with  sufficient  quantities  of 
firewood. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto 
Captain  Elias  Haasbrook,  of  ihe  Ulster  county  rangers, 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  pounds  nineteen 
shillings  and  two  pence,  in  full' for  the  pay,  and  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  and  ten  pence,  in  full  for 
subsistence  of  his  company,  from  the  first  day  of  iN'ovr. 
1776,  to  the  last  day  of  January,  1777,  both  days  included  ; 
and  also  the  further  sum  of  thirty  pounds  for  bounty  mo- 
ney for  the  said  company,  acreeable  to  his  pay  and  subsis- 
tence rolls  and  an  account  of  the  said  bounty  money  ;  the 
whole  of  which  are  sworn  to  by  him  and  audited  by  the 
committee  fo.  auditing  accounts,  and  reported  this  day. 

I'lie  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  John  Har- 
per, messenger  from  the  chiefs  of  the  Ocoghquaga  Indians, 
on  the  subject  of  the  message  from  those  Indians  to  Con- 
vention, reported  : 

"  'I'hat  the  said  chiefs  complain  that  they  have  not  beer, 
paid  for  certain  lands  in  Tryon  county,  purchased  from 
them  by  George  Croglian  for  the  use  of  the  late  (ieneral 
Bridsport,  having  for  ilie  consideration  accepted  Croghan's 
note.  That  the  said  lands  have  since  been  patented  to 
others,  under  the  great  seal  of  New-York. 

"That  they  further  complain  that  surveys  have  been 
made  of  their  lands  without  their  consent.  And  they  en- 
treat the  Convention  to  interpose  iheir  authority,  that  justice 
may  be  obtained  and  the  minds  of  the  Indians  quieted.  And, 
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jigsolved.  That  a  messenger  be  sent  by  the  Conven- 
tion to  llie  said  Indians,  assuring  tliem  that  this  State  is  se- 
riously disposed  at  all  times  to  do  them  the  utmost  justice, 
and  to  prevent  any  of  the  inhabitants  from  injuring  ihem  in 
ihcir  persons  or  possessions,  and  to  promote  the  most 
friendly  and  cordial  intercourse  between  the  Indians  and 
the  otlier  inhabitants  of  this  State. 

"That  it  gives  them  concern  that  Croghan  has  abused 
tlieir  confidence  and  deceived  them,  as  he  has  many  otiier 
subjects  of  this  State,  by  getting  greatly  in  debt  and  then 

Erivately  removing  out  of  its  jurisdiction.    That  they  will, 
owever,  use  all  the  means  in  tlieir  power  to  procure  pay- 
ment for  ihcm. 

"  That  with  respect  to  the  lands  of  the  said  Indians 
which  have  been  surveyed  without  their  consent  of  sale, 
they  be  assured  that  no  such  survey  can  affect  or  prejudice 
their  right.  That  if  any  settlement  shall  be  attempted, 
the  Convcnlion,  on  complaint,  will  cause  the  intruders  to 
be  removed." 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  and 
report  the  best  ways  and  means  for  managing  the  Indian 
affairs  of  this  State,  and  that  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Morris 
be  the  committee. 

Resolved,  That  Mrs.  Cunningham,  the  wife  of  James 
Cunningham,  a  cooper,  now  with  the  enemy,  have  a  pass 
to  go  to  the  city  of  New-York,  to  her  husband,  with  her 
three  children,  she  being  first  duly  sworn  before  the  Pre- 
sident or  Vice-President  not  to  communicate  or  convey 
any  intelligence  by  word  or  writing,  or  carry  any  letters  or 
papers  but  such  as  shall  be  first  produced  and  shown  to 
this  Committee. 

Nathan  Pearce,  Esquire,  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
Pauling's  precinct,  in  Dutchess  county,  informed  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  (through  a  member)  that  the  committee 
of  Pauling's  precinct  have  employed  a  guard  of  twenty 
men  to  apprehend  lories,  &c.  to  which  they  are  indebted  ; 
also,  that  they  are  indebted  for  the  maintenance  of  a  stran- 
ger with  the  small  pox,  for  which  a  regular  account  shall  be 
produced ;  that  the  commillee  of  Pauling's  precinct  re- 
quests that  they  may  make  use  of  so  much  moneys  of  the 
fines  lately  collected  as  will  defray  the  above  mentioned 
expenses,  proper  accounts  whereof  shall  also  be  produced. 
Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Pau- 
ling's precinct  account  for  all  public  moneys  in  his  hands, 
and  after  deducting  reasonable  expenses  ot  the  committee, 
pay  the  balance  to  the  Treasurer  or  \  ice-Treasurer  of  this 
Stale. 

The  Coinmitlee  of  Safety  then  adjourned  until  to-mor- 
row morning. 

TUESDAY  MORNING, 

February  nth,  1777. 

The  Convcnlion  met. 

PKE5EKT — Colonel  Van  Cortlaiidt,  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Duane,  Col.  LoU,  Col.  Broome,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Genl.  Scott,  Mr 
Harper — Sac-  York. 

Mr.  Jas.  Livingston,  Major  Sehenk,  Captn.  Plait,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livings- 
ton—Uu/c/ifss.  ° 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 

Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 

Mr.  Webster— Ckarlotte- 

Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Taylor,  Col.  Livingston 
Mr.  Adgate — llbany.  '  ' 

Mr.  Morris,  Col.  Drake,  Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Judge  Graham  Mr 

Westchester.  ' 
Major  Tappen — Ulster. 
.Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 
Major  Lawrence — (Queens. 

Whereas  Gilbert  Drake,  Esqr.  being  indebted  by  bond 
in  about  £75  principal  to  William  Lownsbury,  one  of  the 
persons  concerned  in  .spiking  ilie  cannon  at  King's  Bridge, 
and  who  afterwards  joined  ihc  enemy  and  wasslain,  was 


by  a  resolution  of  the  late  Provincial  Congress,  passed  on 
the  2nd  day  of  May  last,  directed  to  withhold  pavnicnl  of 
the  said  money  until  further  orders  ;  and  tlie  said  Gilbert 
Drake  having  applied  lo  Convention  for  leave  to  deposit 
the  said  money  into  the  Treasury  of  lliis  Stale,  and  it  be- 
ing reasonable  he  should  be  relieved  from  the  risk  of  keep- 
ing the  said  money  : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  Vice-Treasurer  of  ihis 
Stale  be  authorized  to  receive  the  said  money  fruin  the  said 
Gilbert  Drake,  and  to  pass  a  receipt  for  the  same  to  him, 
which  receipt  shall  operate  as  a  full  dischart;c  ot  the  said 
bond,  both  in  law  and  equity  ;  and  the  said  money  being 
deposited  in  the  treasury,  shall  be  applied  in  such  inanner 
as  the  Convention  or  a  future  Legislature  shall  direct ; 
provided,  that  no  suit  shall  be  brought  for  the  said  money 
within  three  years,  before  some  court  of  law  or  equity 
within  this  Stale.  In  case  any  such  suit  shall  be  brouTht, 
that  it  be  defended  by  the  Treasurer  at  the  expense  of  tins 
State. 

Mr.  Morris  moved  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  Convention  who  may 
trom  time  to  time  attend  the  said  Convention  or  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safely,  do  not  depart  without  leave  of  the  House 
or  the  Commillee  of  Safely  on  pain  of  expulsion. 

Col.  Livingston  moved  for  the  following  ametiumeni : 
"  Unless  they  leave  a  representation  of  their  couiiiy." 

Debates  arose,  and  a  question  put,  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative  as  follows,  to  wit : 


For  the  Amendment. 

New- York,   S 

Dutchess,   ,T 

Westchester,   4 


Against  the  Amendment. 

Albany,   6 

Tryon,   i 

Mr.  Harper  dissents. 


Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  moved  the  following  amendment : 
Strike  out  the  words,  "  of  expulsion,"  and  instead  thereof 
insert,  '"being  sent  for  and  brought  back  by  the  sergeam- 
at-arms  at  the  charge  of  such  members,  and  reprimanded 
by  the  President  in  such  manner  as  llie  House  shall  direct ; 
and  that  the  constituents  of  the  delinquent  be  made  ac 
quainted  with  his  neglect." 

The  amendment  being  read  was  agreed  to. 

The  original  motion  being  read  with  the  amendment  as 
agreed  to,  and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to,  which  is  as  follows,  lo  wit  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  members  of  Convention  who  may 
from  time  lo  time  attend  the  said  Convention  or  the  Com- 
mittee ot  Safety,  do  not  depart  without  leave  of  llic  House 
or  the  Commillee  of  Sately,  on  pain  of  being  sent  for  by 
the  sergeanl-at-arms,  at  the  charge  of  such  member,  and 
reprimanded  by  the  President  in  such  manner  as  ihe  Hou«e 
shall  direct,  and  that  the  constiluents  of  the  delinquent  be 
made  acquainted  with  his  neglect." 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  pay  unto 
Jacobus  Van  Wack  the  sum  of  ±.'3  15s.  for  boarding  a 
sick  man  and  for  the  expense  ot  burving  him,  on  his  de- 
cease, by  order  of  the  committee  appointed  to  provide  for 
the  poor. 

Colonel  Livingston  moved  that  the  Convention  will  ad- 
journ from  this  place. 

Debates  arose,  and  the  question  being  put,  was  canied 
in  the  affirn. alive,  as  follows  : 


For  ihe  Negative. 

Westchester,   4 

Tryon,   3 


For  Ihe  Affirmative. 

Albany,   6 

New-York,  8 

14  7 

Dutchess  divided. 

Mr.  Gansevoort  moved  that  this  Convention  will  adjourn 
to  meet  at  Kingston,  in  Ulster  county,  on  the  nineteenth 
instant. 

Mr.  Wisner  moved  that  the  words  "  Goshen  in  Grange . 
county,"  be  inserted  instead  of  the  words  "Kingston  in 
Ulster  county."    Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question 
being  put  on  the  amendment,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Gansevoorl's  motion, 
and  carried  in  the  aliirmativc. 
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Mr.  Duane  thea  moved  for  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution ; 

Whereas  the  many  great  and  momentous  affairs  now 
under  consideration  of  Convention,  have  occasioned  a 
call  of  the  House,  and  require  llie  advice  and  assistance 
of  all  its  members,  and  this  village  benig  too  small  to  af- 
ford proper  accoiumodalions  lor  liic  Convention  and  lliose 
who  have  business  wiih  ilie  public  ; 

Resolved,  therefore,  Tlial  this  Convention  will  adjourn 
from  this  place  to  Kingston,  in  Ulster  county,  to  meet  on  ilie 
nineteenth  instant,  and  all  the  members  of"  Convention  are 
peremptorily  required  to  give  tlieir  attendance  accordingly. 

The  same  being  read  and  tlie  question  put  thereon,  it 
was  carried  in  the  athrmaiive,  General  Scott  dissenting  to 
the  preamble. 

Ordered,  That  the  aforegoing  preamble  and  resolution 
be  published. 

Ordered,  That  the  members  present  do  write  letters  to 
the  committees  of  their  respective  counties,  enclosing  co- 
pies of  the  above  resolution,  and  inform  tliem  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  House  as  soon  as  tlicy  meet  in  Kingston, 
to  proceed  to  the  business  of  forming  a  plan  of  govern- 
ment, requesting  them  to  notify  the  members  liiereof,  and 
requesting  their  attendance. 

Ordered,  That  the  clothing  committee  be  requested  to 
recommend  a  proper  person  to  Convention  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, as  commissary  of  clothing. 

Mr.  Livingston,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Alexander  Wallace  to  Governeur  IMorris,  Esquire,  on  the 
Bubject  of  Hugh  Wallace,  Es(|r.'s  plaie  and  etlects,  taken 
by  order  of  General  Heaih,  at  Hackeiisack,  delivered  in 
their  report  of  the  commitiee,  wliich  was  read  and  post- 
poned for  further  consideration. 

Colonel  Loll  has  leave  of  absence  and  to  meet  the  Con- 
vention at  Kingston. 

Whereas  the  many  important  affairs  now  before  Con- 
vention will  require  the  advice  and  assistance  of  all  its 
members : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  committee  for  inquiring 
into,  detecting  and  defeating  all  conspiracies  which  may 
be  formed  in  this  Slate  against  tlic  liberties  of  America  be 
dissolved  on  or  before  the  27ih  day  ot  this  instant  ;  that 
Egbert  Benson,  Jacobus  Swartwourt  and  Melancton  Smith, 
Esqrs.  be  appointed  commissioners  for  inquiring  into,  de- 
tecting and  defeating  conspiracies  which  may  be  formed  in 
this  State  against  the  liberties  of  America;  that  they  shall 
respectively  be  allowed  125.  for  every  day  they  shall  serve 
in  the  said  trust ;  that  the  belore  mentioned  cominittee  pre- 
pare the  draft  of  a  commission  and  instruction  lor  the  said 
commissioners  and  report  the  same  with  allconvenientspeed. 

Ordered,  That  the  cominittee  appoiiucd  to  provide  can- 
non for  the  frigates  built  at  PoULdikcepsie,  iiave  leave  of 
absence  to  attend  the  said  business,  and  to  meet  tlie  Con- 
vention at  Kingston  as  soon  as  possible. 

Ordered,  That  the  comnntlee  appointed  to  establish  an 
armoury  at  this  place,  be  requested  to  recommend  a  pro- 
per person  to  take  charge  of  that  business. 

Mr.  Dunscomb  arrived  into  Convention  alter  the  afore- 
going business  was  done. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Senr.  one  ol  the  members,  represented  to 
Convention  that  he  stands  indebted  to  Oliver  Dclancy,  now 
commanding  a  brigade  in  the  actual  service  of  the  enemy, 
and  to  David  Johnson,  Esquire,  in  the  sum  of  ^1 ,26i^), 
principal  money,  on  which  there  is  an  arrear  of  interest ; 
which  money  is  secured  to  be  paid  by  iiis  bond  to  them 
jointly  and  a  mortgage  on  certain  lands  in  the  county  of 
Ulster  ;  that  hs  is  ready  and  desirous  to  discharge  the  said 
debt  and  requests  tlie  direction  of  this  House  concerning 
the  moiety  thereof  belonging  to  the  said  Oliver  Dclancy. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  Mr.  Wisner  be  at  hberly  to 
pay  one  moiety  of  the  said  debt  to  Mr.  Joiinson  ;  and  that 
he  lodge  the  other  half  in  tlie  Treasury  of  this  State,  to 
attend  the  future  disposition  of  the  Convention  or  Legis- 
laiuie  thereof;  and  that  upon  producing  Mr.  Joiinson's  re- 


ceipt and  the  Treasurer's  certificate  of  such  payment  and 
deposit,  and  lodge  the  same  with  the  Secretary  of  this 
Convention,  the  said  bond  and  mortgage  shall  be  null  and 
void.  Provided,  the  signing  of  the  said  receipt  shall  be 
{)roved  by  at  least  one  witness  on  oath,  to  be  administered 
by  tlie  President  or  Vice-President  of  this  Convention,  or 
in  the  recess  thereof,  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety. 

A  letter  from  Edward  Dunscomb,  son  of  Daniel  Duns- 
comb,  who  is  now  in  prison  in  New-York,  was  delivered 
into  Convention  and  read.  He  therein  sets  forth  his  long 
continement ;  that  others  taken  prisoners  long  since  him, 
have  been  exchanged,  and  therefore  requests  the  interpo- 
sition of  Congress  that  an  exchange  may  be  ell'ected  for 
him. 

Ordered,  That  the  subject  of  the  said  letter  be  referred 
to  General  Scott  and  J\lr.  Dunscomb. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  advance  to 
Robert  Harper,  Esquire,  the  sum  of  £-'600,  lor  the  use  of 
the  cominittee  appointed  to  procure  clothing  tor  the  troops 
raising  in  this  Stale. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Broome  be  appointed  agent  of 
the  privateer  sloop  IMontgomerie,  belonging  to  this  State, 
and  that  he  be  authorized  to  fit  her  out  in  case  of  her  re- 
turn, and  take  the  charge  of  her  prizes,  if  she  shall  meet 
with  success,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  disposed  of; 
and  this  Convention  engage  the  public  faith,  to  reimburse 
the  money  which  he  shall  e.xpend  in  the  premises. 

Mr.  Dnane  reported  the  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Indian 
chiefs  residing  at  Oncoghquaga,  which  was  read  and  ap- 
proved of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

"  Brothers — Your  message  by  John  Harper,  has  been 
delivered  to  the  Representatives  of  this  Slate,  in  their  great 
council,  at  Fislikill.  We  thank  you  lor  your  kind  saluta- 
ions,  and  assure  you  tliat  the  great  council  of  this  Slate  is 
sincerely  disposed  to  do  you  every  kind  of  justice  and 
kindness  in  their  power  to  prevent  any  injury  to  your  per- 
sons or  possessions,  and  to  promote  the  most  friendly  and 
cordial  friendship  between  all  the  Lidians  and  the  other 
inhabitants  of  this  Slate. 

"  It  gives  us  real  concern  that  George  Croglian  has 
abused  your  confidence  and  defrauded  you  of  ihe  money 
due  on  his  note  of  hand.  He  has  treated  many  other  sub- 
jects of  this  Stale  in  the  same  manner ;  first,  running 
greatly  in  their  debt,  and  then  privately  remaining  out  of 
its  jurisdiction.  The  great  council  will,  however,  when 
the  important  business  which  at  present  engages  all  their 
attention  shall  admit,  endeavour  to  secure  your  debt. 

"  Brothers — The  great  council  will  never  suffer  you  to 
be  defr.uided  of  your  lands,  but  will  severely  punish  all 
who  attempt  it ;  and  you  may  safely  depend  on  our  pro- 
tection. Be  not  therefore  disquieted,  if  any  person  has 
been  so  imprudent  as  to  survey  your  lands  without  your 
consent  for  sale  ;  such  survey  cannot  prejudice  your  right. 
If  a  settlement  should  be  attempted,  the  great  council,  on 
your  complaint,  will  order  the  intruder  to  be  removed. 

"  Brothers — We  arc  not  unmindful  of  your  wants  or 
your  former  request  for  ammunition  ;  we  shall  always  be 
pleased  when  it  is  in  our  power,  to  assist  you  ;  and  we 
now  send  you  100  weight  of  powder,  which  you  will  ac- 
cept as  a  proof  of  our  sincerity  and  regard. 

"Brothers — Rely  on  our  justice,  protection  and  friend- 
ship. Farewell. 

"  Given  in  the  great  council  of  the  State  of  New-York, 
and  signed 

"  By  order  of  Convention. 

"  fishkill,  February  IK/i,  1T77." 

Resolved,  That  one  hundred  weight  of  gunpowder  be 
presented  to  the  Indians  residing  at  Oncoghquaga  and  its 
neighbourhood,  in  the  county  of  Tryon  ;  and  tliat  Mr. 
John  R.  Livingston  be  requested  to  deliver  that  quantity  to 
Mr.  John  Harper,  out  of  the  powder  at  his  works  belong- 
ing to  this  Slate, 
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>Ir.  Broome  has  leave  of  absence  for  three  weeks, 
(uiontlis.) 

Colo.  Livingston  has  the  like  leave  till  the  Convention 
B\cet  at  Kingston. 

Mr.  Wisner  has  leave  of  absence  for  one  day. 

Mr.  Duane  has  leave  of  absence  for  one  day,  to  inquire 
the  boundaries  of  this  State. 

Adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

February  12th,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met. 

PresT-nt — Col.  Van  Corllandt,  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Harper,  General  Scott,  Mr.  Dunsconib — A'ew-i'ork. 

Mr.  II.  Schenk,  Mr.  James  Livingston,  Mr.  Sacket — Dulchesa. 

Mr.  T.->ppcn— [«s<C7-. 

Mr.  Sleyens— Cumberland. 

Mr.  W'cbsler— Charlotte. 

Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Taylor — Albany. 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 
Major  Lawrence — Queens. 
iUr.  Wisner— Orange. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto 
Henry  Schenk,  Esqr.  the  sum  of  one  pound,  to  reimburse 
him  for  the  expenses  of  removing  1 1  bo.xes  of  types,  be- 
longing to  Hugh  Gaine,  from  the  landing  of  the  Continental 
store;  and  the  sum  of  two  pounds,  eiglit  shillings,  for  so 
much  by  him  paid  to  an  express  to  General  Washington, 
as  per  his  account,  audited  and  reported  by  the  commutee. 

Ordered,  That  Jlr.  Loudon  be  directed  to  send  1,000 
copies  of  the  Crisis,  No.  2,  to  this  Committee,  and  that  it 
be  enjoined  on  the  members  to  send  a  proportion  of  them 
lo  tlieir  respective  counties,  to  be  distributed  among  the 
inhabitants. 

Mr.  Gansevoort  moved  "  that  Gerard  Bancker,  Esqr. 
Vice-Treasurer  of  this  State,  be  directed  to  remove,  be- 
tween this  and  the  nineteenth  instant,  the  treasury  and  pa- 

tiers  belonging  to  this  State,  to  Kuigston,  in  the  county  of 
Jlster." 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put  it  was 
carried  in  the  negative. 

.Mr.  Wisner  informed  the  Committee  that  sundry  inha- 
bitants of  part  of  Orange  county  are  gone  over  to  the  enemy, 
leaving  behind  them  their  slock,  hay,  grain,  and  other 
effects.  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  Th.al  Mr.  Wisner  be  a  committee  to  devise 
ways  and  means  to  secure  the  property  of  sundry  persons, 
of  the  county  of  Orange,  who  are  gone  over  to  the  enemy, 
and  that  he  report  the  same  as  soon  as  possible. 

General  Scott  (in  behalf  of  Mr.  Sacket)  informed  the 
Committee  that  .Mr.  Sacket  is  employed  by  Mis  Excel- 
lency General  Wa-:liingion,  to  execute  some  public  bu- 
siness, for  defraying  the  expense  whereof  Mr.  Sacket  pro- 
duced an  order  from  his  said  Excellency,  on  the  Paymas- 
ter-Genera! to  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
which  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
"  500  dollars. 

"Pay  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Sacket  five  hundred  dollars,  to 
be  accounted  for  with  me;  and  this  shall  be  your  sufficient 
warrant. 

"Given  under  my  hand,  at  Morris  Town, 
this  fourth  day  of  February,  1777 

"  GO.  WASlIlNGTOiV. 
"  By  His  Excellency's  command. 

"  Tench  Ti  i.oii.man. 
"  To  William  Palfrey,  Esqr.  Paymaster- 
General  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
of  America." 

General  Scott  further  informed  the  Committee  that  the 
Paymaster-General  being  absent  wlicn  Mr.  Sacket  left 
Head-Quarters,  payment  on,  the  said  order  could  not  be 


procured,  and  that  the  business  to  which  Mr.  Sacket  is  ap- 
pointed as  aforesaid  is  of  a  very  urgent  nature,  and  therefore 
moved  that  the  money  be  advanced  Mr.Sacket,  on  the  credit 
of  the  said  order,  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  State.  There- 
upon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Nathaniel  Sacket,  Esquire,  on  the  credit  and  account  of 
His  Excellency  General  Washington's  order  for  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  on  the  Paymaster-General  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Sacket,  ilated 
the  fourth  day  of  Feby.  1777,  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars,  and  that  the  Treasurer  take  Mr.  Sackel's  endorse- 
ment on  the  said  order,  making  the  same  payable  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  State  for  the  use  thereof. 

A  letter  from  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  dated 
at  Morris  Town,  February  8th,  17'''7,  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  as  follows,  lo  wit : 

"  Head-Qua  RTERs,  ? 
''  Morris  Town,  Feby.  x//,,  1777.  ^ 

"  Sir — Yesterday  honoured  me  with  your  iwo  favours 
of  the  22d  and  23d  ulto.  Had  the  success  that  was  rea- 
sonably expected  from  the  expedition  undertaken  by  Ge- 
neral Heath  attended  our  arms,  I  had  flattering  hopes  of 
congratulating  my  country  on  the  happy  event  of  circum- 
scribing her  unnatural  foes  within  narrow  limits,  and  a  fair 
prospect  of  retarding  their  early  operations  in  the  next 
campaign,  till  we  are  completely  ready  to  meet  and  effectu- 
ally to  oppose  them. 

"  I  beg  that  you  would  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that 
I  had  no  other  view  in  mentioning  the  detention  of  some  of 
the  Continental  clothing  by  your  State,  than  a  sincere  wish 
to  deprive  others  of  the  smallest  right  to  charge  me  with  a 
predilection  in  your  favour ;  though  my  inclination  might 
have  led  me  to  devote  an  unusual  share  of  attention  to 
your  circumstances,  yet  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  exer- 
cise in  every  instance,  an  impartial  justice.  Mr.  Hughs 
was  mistaken,  when  he  mentioned  to  one  of  your  members 
that  a  part  of  those  goods  were  lo  be  left  nt  Pee];skill  ; 
from  the  first,  I  intended  llial  they  should  be  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Mease  ihe  clothier-general  who  has  my 
orders  lo  distribute  them  among  the  States,  having  just 
regard  to  their  numbers,  situation  and  circumstances.  He 
is  now  at  tliis  place  on  that  business  ;  and  will,  when  made 
up,  dehver  them  to  the  regiments  .as  they  want  them. 

"  I  should  be  unhappy  in  the  belief  that  any  ]iart  of  mv 
letters  to  you  could  be  construed  into  the  slightest  hint  that 
you  want  lo  interfere  in  the  military  line  :  Heaven  knows 
that  I  want  the  aid  of  every  great  man,  and  that  there  are 
not  such  enviable  pleasures  attending  my  situation,  as  to 
j  make  me  too  jealous  of  its  prerogatives.  Ratlicr  than  com- 
;  plain  of  your  late  effort  in  the  military  way,  you  deserve 
I  the  thanks  of  us  all ;  and  I  feel  myself  happy  in  this  op- 
portunity of  returning  you  mine,  in  the  greatest  truth  and 
sincerity. 

"  1  am  not  without  mv  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of 
the  fortress  of  Ticonderoga,  and  have  llierefore  wrote  to 
N.  Hampshire  and  the  Ray,  to  forward  their  new  troops  to 
that  place  with  all  possible  despatch.  From  the  accounts 
I  receive  of  the  success  that  attends  the  rccrniling  service 
in  those  Slates,  I  have  reason  to  expect  tliat  garrison  will, 
in  a  short  time,  be  in  a  respectable  stale  of  defence. 
I  "  I  atn  sorry  that  experience  has  too  fully  proved  that 
General  Howe  has  every  species  of  intelligence  he  can 
wish  for,  and  cannot  therefore  suppress  my  just  indignation 
at  the  extraordinary  request  made  by  Mr.  Luring,  his  com- 
missary pris'r,  that  the  Canada  gents,  should  liavc  a  safe 
pass  through  our  country  ;  our  assistance  in  returning  home 
I  hope  thev  would  not  doubt,  could  prudence  jiislify  us 
in  indulging  them  with  an  opportunity  of  making  every  dis- 
covery they  could  with  relaiiou  to  our  situation.  You  are 
therefore  perfectly  right  in  refusing  iiim. 

"Every  ihing  in  the  clothing  line  passes  through  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Mease  ;  with  him  you  will  please  to  corres- 
pond on  that  subject. 


•■».:,••/  n;iii 
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"  NoUiing  material  has  happened  lately.  Tlie  enemy's 
want  of  forage  compels  them  to  send  out  larije  parlit-s  to 
secure  it;  these  are  always  beat  in  with  some  loss.  Their 
draft  and  artillery  horses  die  fast ;  and  now  that  I  have 
brought  all  the  useful  ones  from  ihcir  nciL'iibourhood,  f 
think  they  will  meet  with  much  dUliculty  in  advancuig. 
"I  am,  sir,  your  most  obt.  servant, 

"  GO.  WASHINGTON. 

"  Hon.  Jas.  Livingston,  Esqr." 

A  memorial  of  Captain  James  biewart,  relative  to  the 
pay  of  Allen  Grant,  a  soldier  who  was  taken  prisoner  on 
New- York  island,  has  been  exchanged,  and  is  now  return- 
ed to  liis  company,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  i\Iajor  Lawrence  and  Mr.  Webster  be  a 
committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  letter  from  Lewis  McDonald,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Bedford  in  Westchester  county,  relative  to  a  com- 
pany of  rangers  raised  in  \\'eslchester  county  bv  Captain 
Gray,  and  relative  to  sundry  resolutions  of  the  said  com- 
mittee, and  contained  in  the  said  letter,  was  received  and 
read. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Adgate  and  Mr. 
Mills,  be  a  committee  to  consider  and  report  ihercon. 

Mr.  William  Harper  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that 
every  member  of  Convention,  who  have  departed  without 
leave  of  the  Convention  or  Committee,  be  sent  for  at  their 
own  e.Tpense,  respectively,  by  the  sergeant-at-arms. 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative. 

A  remonstrance  of  the  sub-committee  of  the  manor  of 
Cortlandt,  dated  the  5th  instant,  relative  to  the  conduct  of 
Peter  Come  in  purchasing  wlicat,  suspected  to  be  intended 
for  the  use  of  the  enemy,  was  read. 

Colonel  Drake  gave  parol  information  to  the  same  pur- 
pose. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  remonstrance  and  parol  informa- 
tion, be  committed  to  Col.  Drake,  Mr.  Lawrence  and  Mr. 
Dunscomb. 

Major  Schcnk  presented  an  account — sales  of  five  horses 
and  sundry  saddles,  and  oilier  things,  amounting  to  £S0, 
with  a  bill  of  expenses  amounting  to  iJ22,  leaving  a  balance 
of  £68. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  balance  be  paid  to  the  Vice- 
Treasurer. 

A  letter  from  Captain  William  RoJgers,  dated  at  Balti- 
more, on  the  I'tli  Januarv,  relative  to  prizes  by  him  brought 
into  that  port  and  libelled,  was  read.  The  copies  of  tlie 
papers  of  the  said  vessels,  therewith  enclosed,  were  also 
read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Robert  Harper 
and  Major  Lawrence,  as  a  committee,  to  report  thereon. 
Adjourned. 


THURSDAY  MORNING. 

Fehruary  Vith,  1777. 

Present — Colonel  Vaa  Cnrtlandt,  Vic,--Prc5ident. 
Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Dunscomb— .Vtu-l'urfc. 

Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Mills,  Col.  Drake,  -Mr.  Paulding — iVesichoter. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Aewkirk— Jrvoa. 

Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Jlr.  .\dgale — Albany.       ..       ,  , 
Mr.  Tappen — Ulster.  / 
Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Mr.  Webster— CA'jr/oi(c.  ;  . 

Mr.  Jas.  Livingston,  Mc  H.  Sclicnk— 7Jii/c/ic»«. 
Col.  Sherwood — Orange. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

An  account  of  Phcbe  Couling,  for  the  board  of  Mr. 
Douglass  and  his  wife,  was  read  ;  and  also  the  petition  of 
Wm.  Douglass,  praying  that  some  provision  may  be  made 
for  his  maintenance. 

Referred  to  Mr.  Henry  Schenk  and  Mr.  Dunscomb. 
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Ordered,  Tiiat  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Gilbert  Schenk,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
Romboul's  precinct,  in  Dutcliess  county,  the  sum  ot  -t,'300, 
to  enable  the  said  committee  to  discharge  sundry  debts  al- 
ready contracted,  and  which  may  be  by  them  contracted, 
in  supporting  sundry  poor  inhabitants  of  New- York,  pur- 
suant to  the  order  of  Convention  ;  and  tliat  the  said  com- 
mittee be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  thereof,  to  tlie 
Convention  or  future  Legislature  of  this  Slate. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
Captain  Rogers,  of  the  sloop  of  war  Montgomcrie,  and  the 
papers  relative  to  vessels  captured  by  him,  reported  : 

"  That  as  they  are  not  informed  of  any  suital)le  person 
to  appoint  as  agent  for  that  business  in  Baltimore,  it  is 
their  opinion  that  a  letter  be  wrote  to  our  Delegates  in 
Continental  Congress  now  there,  to  appoint  some  suitable 
person  for  that  purpose,  to  act  for  tiiis  State,  and  in  assist- 
ing Captain  Rogers  in  fitting  out  the  vessel  for  another 
cruise." 

Which  report  was  read  and  approved. 
The  same  committee  also  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter  to 
the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  in  Continental  Congress,  and 
another  to  Captain  Rodgers,  which  were  appiovcd  of,  as 
follows,  to  wit  : 

"Gentlemen — We  have  received  from  Captain  Wil- 
liam Rodgers,  of  the  sloop  of  war  Montgomery,  belonging 
to  this  State,  a  letter  informing  us  of  his  arrival  in  Balti- 
more, in  company  with  a  brig  and  schooner,  prizes  taken 
by  him,  which  are  now  libelled  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty 
of  that  State,  which  letters  accompanies  copies  of  her  re- 
gister and  sundry  certificates  and  papers  found  on  board 
said  brig,  all  of  which  appears  to  us  to  carry  the  strongest 
evidence  of  said  brig  and  her  cargo  being  the  property  of 
the  subjects  of  the  I^ing  of  Great  Britam  ;  notwithstand- 
ing which,  from  Captain  Rogers'  letters  it  appears  he  en- 
tains  doubts  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  being  condemned, 
j  \^'e  would  therefore  beg  leave  to  request  you,  gentlemen, 
j  to  give  Captain  Rogers  every  assistance  m  your  power  in 
I  endeavoring  to  have  said  brig  condemned,  and  likewise  to 
i  appoint  some  suitable  person  as  agent  for  this  State,  to  as- 
i  sist  Captain  Rogers  in  the  sale  of  said  prizes,  and  m  fitting 
said  sloop  for  another  cruise  as  soon  as  possible.  You  will 
be  pleased  to  order  two-thirds  of  the  quantity  of  each  of 
the  articles  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  list,  to  be  purchased 
at  all  events  for  the  use  of  this  State  ;  and  in  case  the  re- 
maining-j  part  should  sell  at  a  moderate  price,  we  would  be 
glad  to  have  them  likewise  purchased  for  ouraccounts ;  all  of 
which  articles  are  e.vtremely  scarce  here,  and  from  infor- 
mation may  be  transported  to  De  Pcau's  farm,  on  the  Dela- 
ware, within  forty  miles  of  New-Windsor,  on  the  North 
river,  the  greatest  part  of  the  way  by  water. 

"  We  are,  &c. 

"  To  the  Hon.  Francis  Lewis  and  Lewis 
Morris,  Ksqrs.  Delegates  for  the  State 
of  \ew-York,  Baltimore." 

The  list  of  articles  referred  to  in  the  preceding  letter  is 
as  follows,  to  wit : 

"The  barley,  raisins,  cordage  and  hawser,  crosscut  saws, 
shoes,  woollens,  linens,  Osnaburgs,  canvass,  lampblack, 
mustard,  spices,  twine,  nails,  salt." 

The  draft  of  a  letter  to  Captain  Rodgers  was  as  follows, 
to  wit : 

"  Sir — We  received  your  favour  of  27th  ultimo,  en- 
closing a  copy  of  Captain  Wilkenson's  receipt  for  sundry 
goods  shipped  on  board  the  schooner  Hannah,  and  nccom- 
panying  sundry  papers  found  on  board  the  brigantinc  Mi- 
nerva, John  Winning  master  ;  both  of  said  vessels  you  in- 
forms us  you  have  libelled  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  and 
for  which  you  have  our  approbation.  We  cannot,  from  those 
papers  enclosed  to  us,  conceive  any  substantial  reason  can 
be  offered  why  the  briijantine  and  cargo  should  not  be  con- 
demned ;  nolwiihslanding  wc  have  wrote  to  Messrs.  I'^rancis, 
Lewis  and  Lewis  Morris,  our  Representatives,  (and  such 
other  gentlemen  as  are  there  in  the  representation  of  us,) 
now  in  Continental  Congress,  to  whom  we  refer  you  for 
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advice,  who  will  give  you  all  the  aid  in  iheir  power.  We 
have  requested  tliose  gentlemen  to  appoint  an  agent  to 
transact  the  business  for  this  State,  and  assist  you  in  for- 
warding the  fitting  out  of  the  sloop  for  another  cruise, 
which  we  would  recommend  you  would  proceed  upon  as 
soon  as  possible. 

"  We  are,  &;c. 

"  To  Captain  Wm.  Ropgers, 

of  tlie  sloop  Montgoraerie." 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Major  Jonathan  Lawrence,  on  the  account  and  credit  of 
Queens  county  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  and  that  Major 
Lawrence  account  with  the  said  couiily  for  the  same,  on 
a  settlement  for  his  services  as  a  Deputy  for  said  county  in 
the  Convention  of  this  State,  and  give  his  receipt  for  the 
same. 

General  Scott,  agreeable  to  order,  reported  a  draft  of  a 
letter  to  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  exchanging  Captain  Van  Dyck  and  others,  priso- 
ners at  New-York,  which  was  read  and  approved,  and  is 
as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  In  Committee  of  Safety,  \ 
"  At  Fishkill,  Febrij.  13th,  1777.  5 

"  Sir — The  Committee  of  Safety  beg  leave  to  request 
your  attention  to  the  exchange  of  certain  prisoners  of  war 
belonging  to  this  State,  viz.  Major  Heiheid,  Captain  Van 
Dyck,  Lieutenant  Dunscomb  and  Adjutant  Hogland,  who 
all  belonged  to  General  Scott's  brigade.  The  major  was 
taken  at  the  unfortunate  attempt  on  Montresser's  island  ; 
the  captain  in  the  retreat  from  New-York  on  the  fif- 
teenth of  September  ;  and  the  lieutenant  and  adjutant  at 
Long  island,  so  long  ago  as  the  27th  August.  While  we 
are  thus  soliciting  your  E.xcellency  in  behalf  of  those  uiilor- 
tunate  gentlemen,  we  do  not  mean  to  insinuate  the  least  sus- 
picion of  an  inattention  to  their  case  at  Head-Quarters  ;  on 
the  contrary,  the  Coiimiittee  of  Safely  are  well  convinced 
of  your  equitable  design  of  negocialing  exchanges  with  a 
reference  to  the  respective  ranks  of  the  prisoners,  and  the 
respective  times  of  their  captivity.  That  we  have  reason 
to  believe,  as  we  are  informed  that  many  who  were  captur- 
ed at  Fort  Washington  have  already  been  exchanged, 
and  as  we  know  the  political  characters  of  the  four  untor- 
tunatc  gentlemen  above  mentioned  must  render  them  pe- 
culiarly obnoxious  to  the  enemy,  that  the  order  of  exchange 
lias  been  in  some  measure  evaded  contrary  to  your  in- 
tention, and  that  many  who  have  had  the  art  of  insinu- 
ating themselves  into  the  favour  of  the  enemy's  commissa- 
ry of  prisoners  have  been  indulged  with  an  undue  prele- 
rence.  The  gentlemen  we  have  mentioned  are  all  men  of 
real  merit,  and  the  continuance  of  their  inprisonmenl  is  a 
public  loss.  We  therefore  entreat  your  friendly  aid  and  in- 
terposition that  justice  may  be  done  them. 

"  We  are,  sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem, 

"  Sfour  Excellency's  most  obedient  servants. 
"  By  order  of  tlie  Committee. 
"  His  Excellency  General  Washington." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
bv  the  Vice-President,  and  transmitted. 

The  committee  to  whom  w  as  referred  the  remonstrance 
of  the  sub-commiltee  of  manor  of  Corllandt,  relative  to 
Peter  Come  and  others,  disaflected,  purchasing  wheat,  &c. 
reported  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Resolved,  That  no  person  or  persons  whatsoever  re- 
siding within  the  county  of  Westchester,  sliall  be  per- 
mitted to  purchase  or  manufacture  any  wheat,  flour,  pork, 
beef  and  otiier  produce,  (excepting  such  and  so  much  as 
may  be  necessarily  required  fur  the  use  ol  their  respectiee 
families,)  unless  such  person  or  persons  shall  previous  to 
such  purchase  or  manufacture  have  taken  the  following 
oath  :    [Oath  omitted.] 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tion be  sent  to  the  chairman  of  Westchester  county,  who 
is  directed  to  furnish  the  chairman  ot  the  sub-coinmil- 
lec  in  the  said  county  with  copies  thereof;  and  they  are 


directed  to  cause  the  same  to  be  published  in  their  respec- 
tive districts  without  delay. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Captain  Samuel  Tudor,  the  sum  of  ,£1000,  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  procuring  and  cutting  timber  for  a  74  sim'shi]), 
pursuant  to  an  order  of  this  Committee,  and  that  tJie  Trea- 
surer pay  the  said  money  to  Mr.  Alexander  Leach  Miller, 
to  be  by  him  conveyed  and  delivered  to  the  said  Cantain 
Samuel  Tudor,  and  take  Mr.  Miller's  receipt  on  beliaU"  of 
Mr.  Tudor,  to  be  accountable  for  the  same. 

A  certificate  from  Col.  Isaac  Swartwout,  rehiivo  to  a 
chest  of  tools  taken  into  the  public  service  by  Jaro!)  Km:;, 
a  soldier  in  Captain  Stephen  Duryee's  company,  ami  wlncli 
was  lost;  also  a  letter  from  Jeremiah  Jones  and  Jacob 
King,  on  the  same  subject,  were  read  and  committed  to 
Mr.  Adgate  and  Mr.  Taylor. 

The  committee  on  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  Bed- 
ford in  Westchester  county,  and  sundry  resolutions  of  said 
committee,  delivered  in  their  report,  which  was  read  and 
recommitted. 

Adjourned  until  the  afternoon.  •'  '  ■' 

Thursday  Afternoon,  Febry.  \3tlt,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met. 

Present— Col.  Van  Cortlandl,  Vice-President. 

Mr.  gcott,  Mr.  Dunscomb— i\>K,'-ro/-A;.  ,    .     ,  , ., 

Colo.  Drake,  Mr.  Miil.s,  Col.  A'an  Corllandt — Westchester. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk — Trtjon. 

Mr.  Lawrence — Queens. 

."Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Adgate— ./i/ftany. 

-Mr.  James  Livingston,  Mr.  Henry  Schenk,  Major  Landon— /Ju/c/icsi. 

J\Ir.  Tappcn — Ulster. 

Col.  Sherwood — Orange. 

Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 

An  account  of  John  H.  Sleght,  amounting  to  £4,  for  his 
trouble,  &c.  to  be  audited. 

A  letter  from  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  dated 
at  Morris  Town,  on  the  tenth  inst.  relative  to  inoculatin':^ 
such  soldiers  in  the  Continental  army  as  have  not  had  the 
small  pox,  was  read. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Drake  and  Mr. 
Paulding  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  General  McDou- 
gall  or  the  commanding  officer  at  Peekskill,  on  the  subject 
of  the  said  letter,  and  joindy  with  him  appoint  a  proper 
place  for  inoculating  such  of  the  Continental  troops  as  have 
not  had  the  small  pox,  and  to  determine  the  number  to  be 
inoculated  at  one  time,  and  the  number  of  days  to  be  be- 
tween the  inoculation  of  each  party. 

The  committee  to  whoin  was  referred  the  account  of 
Phebe  S.  Couling,  and  the  memorial  of  William  Douglass, 
reported  : 

"That  on  examination  and  inquiry,  they  find  the  said 
Douglass  to  be  a  very  poor  indigent  man,  with  a  wife  and 
one  child  at  her  breast ;  that  the  said  Douglass  has  lo.^t  one 
of  his  arms  whilst  engaged  in  the  Continental  service,  but 
not  being  possessed  with  the  resolution  of  Congress,  making 
provision  f 'r  their  wounded  soldiers,  beg  leave  to  report 
the  tollowing  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Rombout  precinct  be 
directed  to  take  William  Douglass  with  his  wife  and  child 
under  their  care  and  make  provision  for  them  in  like  man- 
ner as  they  use  for  the  poor  removed  from  New-York  into 
their  precinct,  for  which  the  Convention  or  Committee  of 
Safety  will  make  provision  for  payment." 

Ordered,  That  Captain  James  Weeks,  who  was  autho- 
rized and  directed  to  provide  quarters  for  the  said  William 
Douglass  and  his  wife,  be  furnished  with  an  order  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Treasurer  ior  the  sum  of  £12  12.?.  for 
fourteen  weeks'  board  and  subsistence  of  said  William 
Douglass  and  his  wife. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  transmit  a  copy  of  this 
resolution  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Komboul's 
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precinct,  and  direct  the  said  Douglass  to  apply  to  that  com- 
mittee for  his  support. 

The  said  resolution  and  report  being  considered,  were 
agreed  to. 

A  letter  from  William  Ducr,  Esqr.  dated  at  Cromwclls, 
on  the  6lh  inst.  recommcnJinir  -Mr.  Joseph  Hunt  for  pro- 
tection, and  provision  to  be  made  lor  hnn  and  his  tamtly  as 
a  reward  for  his  zeal  and  late  essential  services  to  his  coun- 
try, and  some  compensation  for  his  being  obliged  to  leave 
his  farm  and  mills  on  that  account,  was  read. 

General  Scolt  gave  satisfactory  information  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  good  services  of  the  said  Joseph  Hunt. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Joseph  Hunt  be  directed  and 
permitted  to  take  possession  of  some  part  of  the  dwelling 
houses  and  buildings  on  the  farm  lately  occupied  by  Tho- 
mas Barclay  at  \\  alkill  ;  and  that  he  have  the  use  of  so 
much  of  the  said  farm,  farm  houses  and  out  houses  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  convenient  lodsjing  and  support 
of  his  family,  until  further  order  of  the  Convention  or  Le- 
gislature of  this  Slate  ;  and  that  Fowler  permit  the 
said  Joseph  Hunt,  to  have  possession  of  part  of  the  said 
farm  and  houses.  And 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  of  this  State  will  de- 
fray the  expense  of  the  removal  of  the  said  Joseph  Hunt 
with  his  family  and  effects  from  Westchester  county  to 
Walkill  aforesaid. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning. 


FRIDAY  MORNING. 

Feby.  Uth,  1777. 

The  Committee  met. 

Present — Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Dunscomb,  Gcnl.  Scott,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Harper — Sew-York. 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Adgate — .itbany. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk — Try  on. 

Mr.  Schenk,  Major  Landon — Dutchess. 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Mills— II-'esicAestcr.  ^ 

Mr.  Tappen — Ulster. 

Col.  Sherwood— Orange. 

Mr.  Webster— C/iar/o/(e. 

Mr.  Stephens— Cum6c)7i2«ii. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Committee  of  Safety,  by 
the  solemn  affirmation  of  Joseph  Hunt,  one  of  the  people 
called  Quakers,  who  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  has  done  signal 
service  to  the  American  cause ;  Uiat  the  troops  under  Ge- 
neral Sullivan's  command,  on  their  removal  from  West- 
chester county,  took  from  him  thirty  sheep  ;  and  also  two 
horses  were  impressed  from  him  for  the  removal  of  Colo- 
nel Sergeant's  regiment  ;  and  that  by  the  valualioii  made  by 
the  said  Joseph  Hunt,  the  price  of  the  said  slicep  is  fixed 
at  eighteen  pounds,  and  that  of  the  said  horses  at  twenty- 
seven  pounds,  which  this  Commiitee  of  Safety  conceive  to 
be  a  reasonable  valuation. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  that  the  Conimissary-General  of  the  Con- 
tinental army,  ought  to  pay  the  said  Joseph  Hunt  for  the 
said  sheep  at  the  aforesaid  valuation  ;  and  that  the  Quar- 
ter-Master-General of  the  said  army  ought  to  pay  liim  for 
the  said  horses  according  to  the  above  valuation. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Tappen  be  added  to  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  estabUsh  an  armoury  at  this  place. 

The  armoury  commiitee  reported  "That  they  have 
hired  and  fitted  up  a  shop  in  this  place  ;  that  they  have 
purchased  tools  and  materials,  and  employed  sundry  work- 
men ;  among  others  one  James  Kip,  wiiotn  your  coininiltee 
have  appointed  to  superintend  the  said  works  until  a  cer- 
tain William  Allen  shall  arrive,  for  whom  they  have  wrote 
for  the  purpose  of  superintending  the  said  works  ;  that  the 
said  James  Kip  is  gone  to  the  State  of  Xew-Jcrscy  for  his 
tools  and  materials,  and  cannot  possibly  return  for  some 


days  ;  wherefore  the  committee  do  recommend  James 
Cooper  of  this  place,  blacksmith,  to  superintend  the  said 
works  until  the  arrival  of  the  said  James  Kip  or  William 
Allen,  or  either  of  them,  to  the  charge  of  the  said  works  ; 
that  the  said  commiitee  have  been  at  considerable  expense 
in  establishing  the  said  works  and  purchasing  materials, 
and  therefore  request  an  order  on  the  treasury  lor  one 
hundred  pounds,  for  which  they  will  be  accouiiialjic." 

The  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to  and  coiihrmed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  .Sialc  advance  to 
William  Harper,  Esqr.  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  for 
the  use  of  the  committee  appointed  to  establish  an  armoury 
at  or  near  this  place,  and  take  his  receipt  to  be  accountable 
for  the  expenditure  of  the  same. 

The  clothing  committee  being  directed  to  nominate  a 
person  to  take  charge  of  the  clothing  store  of  this  State, 
recommend  i\Ir.  John  Henry  as  qualified  for  that  purpose. 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Henry  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by appointed  chief  director,  or  commissary  of  the  clothing 
store  of  this  State,  and  that  he  be  allowed  a  salary  of  ten 
shillings  per  day. 

Resolved,  also,  That  Cornelius  Cregier,  who  has  been 
employed  as  an  assistant  in  the  said  store  from  its  com- 
mencement to  this  time,  and  has  e.xcrted  himself  with  fide- 
lity and  assiduity  therein,  be  continued  as  such,  with  the 
pay  of  eight  shillings  per  day. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  then  adjourned  until  4  o'clock 
this  afternoon. 

Die  Veneris,  4  ho.  P.  M.  Februarij  lith,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Preesent — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 

General  Lott,  Mr.  Dunscomb — New-York. 

Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Mr.  \Vm.  Harper, Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Adgale,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Gansevoort — Jllbany. 

Mr.  Mills,  Col.  Van  CoxlVanii-— Westchester. 

Mr.  Landon — Dutchess. 

Major  Tappen,  Major  Parks— Ulster. 

Col.  Sherwood,  .Mr.  Wisner — Orange.  _  , 

Major  Webster — Charlotte. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  the 
committee  of  Bedford,  dated  the  7th  day  of  February, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  ;  being  read  a  se- 
sond  time,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Webster,  and  se- 
conded, that  the  said  report,  with  the  papers  attending  the 
same,  lie  upon  the  table  for  the  further  consideration  of  the 
members. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  it  was  carried  in  the  negative, 
in  the  manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  negative.  For  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Adsrate,  General  Scotl, 

Mr.  Taylor,  Major  Webster, 

Mr.  Wni.  Harper,  Mr.  Gansevoort, 

>rr.  N'cwkerk,  Mr.  Stevens, 

.Mr.  Dunscomb,  ■  Mr.  Tappen, 

Col.  .^hcrwood,  Mr.  Landon. 
Mr.  MilU 

Adjourned. 


KINGSTON, 

Februanj,  lOth,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present- Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr. 

Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  ,Mr.  Van  Zandl—NeK-York. 

Mr.  Tappen — Ulster.  " 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Taylor — .Albany.  , 

Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 

No  other  members  appeared.  . 


5i...-':  '■■  ■  1-  i'J'i!,'  '/-■ini.vi.' 'i,  ir. 


•IV.    )  {•.!<>  ■  In  >  ,,;T 


.     .  .1 


.'..i;aV, 


.:    I.-    .  •..•.)r.-. 


808 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 


A  letter  from  General  G.  Clinton,  dated  at  New-Windsor, 
on  the  Htli  instant,  informing  the  Committee  tliat  pursuant 
to  tlic  resolve  of  the  Convention,  he  lias  raised  500  men, 
in  tlie  counties  of  Orange  and  Ulster,  but  as  a  great  part 
of  the  militia  of  Dutchess  and  Weslcliester  are  lately  re- 
turned home,  he  is  of  opinion  tiiat  the  five  hundred  men 
apportioned  to  tiiese  couniies  cannot  be  raised  as  vohinlecrs, 
and  recommending  ihat  the  commandants  of  the  militia 
in  each  county,  siiould  liave  tlieir  proportion,  was  read. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  then  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 


SATURDAY,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

Felruary  2Qth,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Peesejjt— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 
Mr.  Vaa  Zandt,  Mr.  P.  Livingston — iVt'u-i'orfc. 
Mr.  iVIorris — M'eslchestcr. 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  I\rr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Adgate — Albany. 
Alajor  Webster — Charlotte. 

Mr.  Tappen,  .Major  Parks,  Genl.  Clinton— f7/s(cr. 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — Dutchess. 

A  letter  from  (Jeneral  Schuyler,  dated  the  15th  instant, 
communicating  his  arrangements  for  tlie  reinforcing  and 
defending  Ticonderoga,  and  mentioning  that  he  has  been 
addressed  by  the  Oneidas  in  favour  of  Josepli  Brandt,  was 
read. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Wayne  to  General 
Schuyler,  dated  at  Ticonderoga  the  13th  instant,  and 
therein  stating  the  movements  and  distribution  of  the  ene- 
my's forces  in  Canada  and  Lake  Champlain,  was  read. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  4  o'clock  this  after- 
noon. 

4  o'clock,  P.  M.  February  20th,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  Vice-President. 
Mr.  Van  Zandt— .Vcu--Korfc. 

Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Gansevoort — ilbany. 
Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 

Major  Tappen,  Major  Parks,  General  Clinton — Ulster. 
Major  Webster — Charlotte. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

A  letter  from  ]\Iajor-General  Schuyler,  dated  the  15lh 
instant,  received  liiis  morning,  was  again  read. 

A  copy  of  Col.  Wayne's  letter  to  Major-Gcneral  Schuy- 
ler, dated  at  Ticonderoga  the  13th  instant,  was  also  again 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Convention. 

A  letter  from  William  Duer,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  Convention  in  Westchester  county,  dated  at 
Cornwalls  on  the  17th  instant,  was  read,  and  follows  in 
these  words,  to  wit : 

"  Cornwalls,  February  17,  1777. 

"  Sirs — I  am  directed  by  the  conuniitee  of  Convention 
now  in  this  county,  to  transmit  to  you  sundry  copies  of  let- 
ters which  have  passed  beiwixt  them.  General  Ifeath  and 
General  Wooster  ;  from  which  you  will  see  how  immedi- 
ate a  necessity  there  is  for  sending  a  proper  force  into  the 
lower  parts  of  this  county,  under  the  command  of  an  ac- 
tive and  vigilant  officer;  unless  it  is  the  intention  of  liie 
State  to  abandon  this  quarter  to  the  enemy,  and  to  sacri- 
fice those  who  have  stood  firm  in  their  country's  cause  in 
the  worst  of  times. 

"  After  General  Heath's  precipitate  retreat  from  King's 
Bridge,  General  Washington  gave  liim  orders  to  send  off 
the  main  body  of  his  army  into  the  Jerseys,  excepting 
vrhal  force  was  necessary  for  covering  the  foraging  parties, 


and  directing  liini  to  consult  with  Mr.  Duer,  one  of  our 
members,  and  other  persons  acc|uainlcd  with  the  country, 
concerning  the  numl)er  of  men  wliicli  would  be  necessary 
for  that  purpose,  and  the  disposition  to  i)e  made  of  them. 
On  this  subject  tiie  letters  marked  No.  1  and  8  passed  be- 
tween this  committee  and  General  Heath  and  Cienl.  Woos- 
ter, by  which  you  will  observe,  that  notwiihslandnig  Gene- 
ral Heath's  assurances  and  their  recomrnendatioiis,  the 
whole  force  left  in  the  lower  parts  of  this  county  (since 
the  dismission  of  the  militia  from  Khinebcck,  wlio  accord- 
ing to  our  promise,  have  been  dismissed  at  the  expiration 
of  a  month's  service)  will  not  exceed,  in  the  course  of  ih.is 
week,  900  men;  Colonel  Humphreys  not  liaviiig  150  men 
with  him,  and  Captain  Delavan's  company,  at  present,  not 
exceeding  70  men  ;  out  of  this  force  a  guard  is  to  he  left  at 
the  Saw  Pits  and  another  at  the  magazine  at  Wntrlu's 
mill,  exclusive  of  necessary  guards,  &c. ;  so  that  your 
Honourable  Body  will  easily  see  that  we  have  by  no 
means  a  force  sufficient  for  executing  the  two  purposes  re- 
commended in  our  letter  to  General  Heath,  No.  ,  much 
less  to  cut  off  the  communication  with  the  enemy  betwixt 
Ward's  and  the  North  river.  You  will  observe  by  a  letter 
from  Mr.  M.  Leavenworth,  Adjutant-General  to"  General 
Wooster,  to  Col.  Humphreys,  that  the  original  intention  of 
General  Wooster  was,  to  persist  in  the  old  mode  of  re- 
treating. This  order  Colonel  Humphreys  communicated 
to  us,  in  consequence  of  which  the  committee  waited  on 
General  Wooster  and  fixed  on  the  disposition  mentioned 
in  his  letter  to  us,  Feby.  15. 

"  It  does  not  correspond  with  our  ideas,  yet  it  is  the  ut- 
most we  could  obtain,  and  might  answer  on  ilie  whole  tole- 
rably well,  provided  we  could  supply  the  chasm  betwixt 
Ward's  house  and  the  North  river,  which  is  left  open  by 
the  removal  of  General  Lincoln's  division.  We  have  di- 
rected a  company  of  rangers,  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain Delavan,  an  active  officer,  to  scout  in  ihe  interval  last 
mentioned  ;  and  have  ordered  another  company  to  be  rais- 
ed under  the  command  of  Samuel  Tovvnsend  ;  he  is  an 
officer  who  has  distinguished  himself  as  a  partisan,  but  we 
are  afraid  will  not  be  able  to  fill  his  company  so  as  to  do 
timely  service. 

"We  iiave  therefore  earnestly  to  request  that  the  Ho- 
nourable Convention  will  be  pleased  to  devise  ways  and 
means  of  sending  a  body  of  six  or  seven  hundred  men, 
under  the  command  of  an  active  officer,  into  this  county. 
It  is  of  the"  utmost  consequence  that  a  reinforcement 
should  be  immediately  sent ;  without  it,  we  shall  not  be 
long  able  to  maintain  our  post  here,  but  be  obliged  to  re- 
treat, abandoning  to  the  enemy  a  vast  ()uantity  of  forage, 
cattle  and  grain  ;  and  leaving  our  fiiends,  who  have  taken 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  State,  a  sacrifice  to  a  cruel 
enemy,  unless  they  fly  with  us,  and  leave  their  whole  be- 
hind them. 

"  These,  sir,  are  considerations  which  surely  deserve 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature.  To  these  ariiuments, 
another  may  be  added,  which  as  much  concerns  Ihe  inte- 
rests of  the  Slate,  as  the  other  considerations  affect  its 
honour  and  dignity  ;  and  that  is,  the  preservation  of  the 
effects  of  persons  who  have  fled  to  or  joined  the  enemy 
you  may  be  assured  cannot  he  effected  but  by  means  of 
the  York  forces ;  should  we  employ  ihe  forces  of  Connec- 
ticut in  this  service,  we  have  too  much  reason  to  think 
that  individuals,  and  not  of  this  State,  would  receive  the 
benefit  of  these  fortunes,  exclusively  of  the  wide  field 
which  would  be  left  open  to  ihcm  of  pluiulering  our  friends 
under  the  mask  of  the  authority  of  this  commiitcc.  Could 
some  of  the  Continental  troops,  now  at  Fi.shkill,  be  sent 
into  the  lower  jiarls  of  this  county,  five  hundred  of  them 
will  do  more  service  than  eight  hundred  militia,  were  it 
only  for  the  difference  in  officers  ;  for  none  but  those  who 
have  seen,  can  tell  what  miserable  animals  they  in  general 
are. 

"  As  Colonel  Humphries  has  been  much  disappointed  in 
the  number  of  men  he  expected,  we  have  requested  him  to 
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proceed  immediately  to  Dutchess  county,  and  to  exert  him- 
self in  sendmg  down  wliat  lorce  he  can  possibly  collect. 
He  will  leave  his  regiment  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Van  Kensselaer,  and  the  Committee  will  request  Major 
Fisk  to  stay  here,  as  he  is  an  olhcer  whose  abilities  and 
alertness  renders  him  e.vlromely  uset'ul. 

"  We  shall  likewise  endeavour,  il  possible,  to  get  Colo- 
nel Thomas  to  collect  some  volunteers  from  his  militia; 
but  this,  even  if  obtained,  will  be  but  a  small  and  short 
lived  reinforcement.  At  all  evcni<,  some  means  must  be 
adopted  for  enabling  us  to  extend  our  posts  to  the  North 
river,  as  the  enemy  have  got  informaiion  of  our  present 
weakness. 

"  On  Wednesday  night  last,  a  party  of  rangers,  with  two 
regular  officers,  penetrated  as  far  as  Norwalk,  a  place  about 
thirteen  miles  from  Peekskiil,  from  which  many  have 
joined  the  enemy,  and  which  is  infected  with  tories  of  the 
most  abandoned  species.  We  are  approliensivc  that  some 
design  is  forming  amongst  them  to  destroy  our  magazine  of 
forage  at  Wright's  mills,  for  which  reason  we  applied  to 
General  Wooster  to  strengthen  the  guard,  and  have  also 
recommended  it  to  Genl.  3IcDougall  to  keep  a  company, 
under  the  command  of  a  good  partisan  othcer,  in  that  quar- 
ter. Through  this  district  an  open  communication  has 
been  for  some  time  kept  up  between  the  eiicmv  and  the 
disaffected  in  Dutchess  county.  We  have,  likewise,  on 
the  application  of  Mr.  Duer,  gave  it  as  onr  opinion,  that 
he  should  take,  for  the  use  of  the  post  at  Peckskill,  which 
is  greatly  distressed,  all  the  hay,  wheat  and  forage  which 
was  necessary  for  the  same.  Without  this  step  the  post 
at  that  place  can  never  be  maintained  wiih  foraije,  unless 
we  appropriate  all  the  teams  we  have  here  in  order  to  sup- 
ply it,  the  consequences  of  which  would  incvilabiy  be, 
that  no  magazines  of  forage  could  be  laid  up  in  the  spring. 
In  bringing  forage  from  Dutchess  county,  the  cartage  is  so 
high  and  the  roads  so  bad,  that  by  tiie  time  the  teams  ar- 
rive at  Peekskiil,  one-half  of  the  hay  they  bring  is  wasted 
or  consumed.  Another  consideration  has  induced  us  to 
give  liiin  this  oipnion  ;  that  is,  we  arc  conhdent  the  demand 
for  forage  in  the  spring  will  be  so  great  as  would  probably 
oblige  us  to  impress  from  our  friends  in  Dutchess  county. 
We,  therefore,  thought  it  best  to  endeavour  to  obviate  it 
by  impressing  it  from  our  inveterate  enemies,  in  a  quarter 
of  the  county  which  will  probably  be  the  seat  of  war,  and 
is  most  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  the  enemy. 

"  The  members  of  conimiitce  now  in  this  county,  exer- 
cise authority  in  consequence  of  the  Convention  ot  ilie  19th 
December ;  but  as  many  of  the  members,  in  consequence 
of  a  call  of  the  House,  are  absent,  a  quorum  is  not  left, 
and  consequently  we  are  reduced  ciiher  to  the  necessity  of 
remaining  inactive,  or  of  doing  mailers  tor  which  we  are 
rot,  strictly  speaking,  auliionzcd.  The  political  situation 
of  this  county  is  such,  that  we  have  tliouqht  best  to  do  the 
latter,  choosing  rather  to  submit  uur  conduct  to  your  judg- 
ment than  to  forbear  exerting  ourselves  in  measures  which 
we  deem  essential  to  the  public  saieiy. 

"As  Mr.  Hobart  leaves  to  day,  .Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  Tom- 
kins  will  be  the  only  members  loft.  \\'e  have,  therefore, 
to  request  that  your  Honourable  Body  will  immediately  vest 
the  power  of  foraning,  and  that  of  securing  the  personal 
estates  of  persons  in  this  county,  who  liave  lied  to  or  joined 
the  enemy,  in  commissioners.  vShnuld  you  approve  of  tins 
mode,  we  would,  with  submission,  recommciui  i'or  that 
purpose  John  Thomas,  Jnr.  chairman  of  ihis  couniv.  Col. 
Saml.  Drake,  Mr.  Stephen  Ward,  William  .Millar,  Na- 
thaniel Hyall,  Junr.  and  Israel  Honeywell. 

"  We  have  just  received  intclliszcncc  that  three  of  ihe 
enemy's  armed  vessels  have  come  up  as  far  as  Tarry 
Town,  where  they  have  dropt  anchor;  they  are  cither 
sent  up  to  make  a  feint  on  the  rigiit,  whilst  an  aiicmpt  is 
made  to  surprise  our  advanced  post  at  Ward's,  or  they  arc 
come  up  in  order  to  carry  down  stork  and  grain. 

"  We  shall  exert  ourselves  to  defeat  eitiier  of  those  jmr- 
poses:  yet,  of  the  number  of  men  we  have,  litilc  can  be 
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effected.  For  intelligence  we  must  refer  you  to  Mr.  Ho- 
bart. 

"  Am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

"  Your  obt.  humb.  servant, 
"  By  order, 

"  W.  DUER. 

"  To  the  Hon.  the  President  of  the 

Convention  ol'  the  State  of  New-York." 

No  1.  A  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  said  committee  to  Ge- 
neral Heath,  requesting  a  guard  of  1,200  men,  to  forage, 
dated  6th  instant. 

2.  A  copy  of  a  letter  from  (General  Heath,  respecting 
the  disposition  of  the  troops  in  Westchester  county,  dated 
7th  February. 

3.  (ieneral  Heath's  letter  respecting  the  number  of 
troops  necessary  to  forage,  dated  9th  inst. 

4.  A  copy  of  a  letter  from  Cenl.  Heath,  respecting  the 
number  of  troops  necessary  to  forage  with,  dated  lOih  in- 
stant. 

5.  A  copy  of  General  Heath's  letter,  dated  lltii  Febru- 
ary, that  General  Wooster  would  advise  with  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  disposition  of  troops. 

6.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  Levenworth,  by  order  of 
General  Wooster,  to  Colonel  Humphrey,  in  substance, 
that  he  need  not  send  out  any  parties  to  forage  without  his 
directions. 

7.  A  letter  from  the  committee  in  Westchester  to  Col. 
Humphrey  and  Major  Fisk,  dated  the  14th  February.  A 
letter  from  the  Committee  to  Major-Geiieral  Wooster, 
dated  the  13th  inst.  relative  to  the  disposition  of  the  troops 
in  Westchester  county  ;  and  a  copy  of  the  answer  ot  Colo- 
nel Corns.  Humphreys  and  Major  Fish,  to  the  letter  of  the 
Committee  of  the  14th  inst. 

y.  .\  letter  of  General  Wooster  to  the  Committee,  of  the 
disposition  of  the  troops,  dated  the  ,5th  inst. 

A  letter  from  William  Duer,  Esqr.  to  Pierre  Van  Cort 
landt,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Morris,  &c.  relative  to  the  state  ot 
foraging,  &.c.  in  Westchester  county,  was  also  read. 

Ordered,  That  all  the  said  letters  and  papers  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Tayler,  Mr.  Livingston  and  Mr.  ilorris  to  report 
thereon. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning. 


FRIDAY  MORNING, 

February  2lst, 
The  Commitee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Cornelius  Cortlandt,  Vicc-Prcst. 

Major  yan  Zandt,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  JJr.  V.  Living- 
ston— Ncii-York. 

-Mr.  .A.dgate,  Mr.  Gansevocrt,  Mr.  Tayler — Albany. 

Mr.  Tappen,  Genl.  Clinton— W.s/c)'.  -  ;■  -  ■  .  • 

•Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newlierk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Webster — Charlotte. 

Col.  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Morris — W eslchesUr . 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 

Captain  Van  Bueren  atlending,  produced  a  letter  directed 
to  iiim,  and  '■-igncd  by  Morgan  Lewis,  def<uty  quartermas- 
ter-general, and  dated  at  Albany,  ISih  inst.  directing  .'\Ir.  Van 
Bucren  to  proceed  to  Pouglikcepsie  and  engage  tlic  ship- 
wrights who  were  employed  in  building  the  ships  there, 
to  come  up  to  Albany  with  the  utmost  despatch,  for  the 
purpose  of  building  five  vessels  on  Lake  George. 

As  those  carpenters  are  now  employed  by  order  of  the 
Commitlee  of  Safety  of  this  State,  in  cutting  and  procuring 
timber  for  a  74  gun  ship.  Captain  Van  Bucren  requests 
the  aid  of  the  Convention  in  the  premises. 

llcsolued.  That  the  application  of  Capt.  Van  Bucren  be  ■ 
committed  to  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Paulding  and  Mr.  Gan- 
sevoort. 

Tiie  Committee  then  adjourned  till  4  o'oclock  this  after- 
noon. 
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4  o'clock  P.  M.  Friday,  Feby.  21,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

p»uE>T— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.  Vice-Prest. 
Mr.  Ph'l-  Livingston,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Captain 
Haiders— Ntw-York. 

t,\t.  W'm.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 
Majr.  Webster — Charlotte. 
Major  Laurence — Queens. 

Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  IVfr.  Tayler — Jlbany. 
Cenl-  Clinton,  Major  Tappen — Ulster. 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — Dutchess. 
Mr.  Steyens— Cumberland. 

A  letter  from  General  George  Clinton,  dated  at  New- 
Windsor,  February  Hlli,  and  an  inventory  of  sundry  ef- 
fects taken  from  disaffected  persons,  banded  in  by  Major 
Taylor,  assistant  quarter-masier-generai,  were  read  and 
committed  to  Major  Lawrence  and  Major  Tappen. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of 
Captain  Van  Bueren,  relative  to  the  shipwrights,  delivered 
their  report  which  was  amended,  and  agreed  to  the  two 
following  resolutions  : 

1st.  Resolved,  That  Captain  Leonard  Van  Bueren  be 
permitted  lo  engage  any  of  the  master  builders,  foremen 
and  shipwrights  now  in  the  employ  of  the  Convention  of 
this  State,  leaving  one  master  builder  and  as  many  ship- 
wrights as  may  be  necessary  to  complete  the  Continental 
frigates,  Congress  and  Montgomerie  to  go  up  lo  the  north- 
ward agreeable  to  his  directions  from  Colo.  Morgan  Lewis, 
deputy  quarter-master-general. 

2nd.  Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Burling,  Season  and  Mil- 
ler be  informed  that  it  is  with  the  approbation  of  this  Com- 
mittee that  they  and  the  shipwrights  should  engage  with 
Colonel  Morgan  Lewis,  deputy  quarter-master-general  or 
his  agent,  to  go  to  the  norihward,  for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing vessels  intended  to  be  built  on  Lake  (George  ;  and 
that  this  Committee  doubt  not  that  the  Convention  or 
future  Legislature  of  this  State,  will  devise  means  for  em- 
ploying them  till  the  above  vvork  is  completed. 

Brigadier-General  George  Clinton,  informed  the  Com- 
mittee that  a  large  sum  of  money  is  due  for  iron  purchased 
for  c.irrying  on  the  obstructions  in  Hudson  river  near  Pol- 
Icpcl's  island,  and  that  Captain  Bedlow  the  paymaster  there, 
has  nearly  expended  the  cash  formerly  advanced  to  him 
for  tliat  purpose.  Thereupon, 

Resoh  cd.  That  JC2,000  be  advanced  to  Captain  Bed- 
low,  to  enable  him  to  pav  for  materials  and  defray  the 
wages  of  the  workmen  employed  in  obstructing  the  navi- 
gation of  Hudson's  river  at  Pollepel's  island.  And 

Ordered,  That  the  Vice-Treasurer  deliver  that  sum  to 
Brigadier-General  Cieorge  Clinton,  to  be  by  him  conveyed 
and  delivered  to  Cain.iiii  Bedlow. 

The  memorial  ot  Stephen  Hogeboom,  dated  the  3rd 
instant,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  owners  of  the 
sloop  Middlesex,  therein  said  to  be  lost  in  the  Continental 
service,  was  read. 

The  affidavit  of  Joseph  Miller  relative  to  the  loss  of 
the  said  sloop,  sworn  to  before  Richard  Esselstyal,  Esqr. 
was  also  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  affidavit  be  re- 
turned to  Stephen  Hoogeboom,  and  that  he  be  informed 
that  he  ought  to  apply  to  the  Quarter-Master-General  of 
the  army  of  the  United  Stales,  on  the  subject  of  the  said 
memorial. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letters  and 
papers  therewith  enclosed,  from  the  committee  of  the  Con- 
vention in  Westchester  county,  reported  a  set  of  resolu- 
tions which  was  read,  and  being  again  read  by  paragraohs, 
was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


SATURDAY  MORNING, 

Febij.  2-2nd,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjourinent. 

Present — Col.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 

Capt.  Rutgers,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Dunscomb— Atif.yor/c. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk— Tryore. 

Mr.  Tayler,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Adgale — Jllbany. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — Dutchess. 

Major  Lawrence— Quccna. 

Mr.  Morris — Westchester. 

Mr.  Tappen — Ulster. 

Major  Webster— C/iar/o»s. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Ordered,  That  Jlr.  Morris  be  added  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  a  resolution  directing  a  day  of  lasting 
and  prayer  within  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  Kevd.  Mr.  Samuel  Provost  bo  ap- 
pointed chaplain  to  the  Convention  of  this  State,  and  that 
lie  be  requested  to  attend  to  perform  prayers  every  morn- 
ing and  divine  service  every  Sunday  before  the  Conveniioii 
or  Committee  of  Safely  at  this  place. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  lo  prepare  a  re- 
solution for  a  day  ot  fasting  and  prayer,  be  directed  to  wait 
on  Mr.  Provost  with  a  copy  of  the  aforegoing  resolve. 

IMessrs.  John  Beeknian  and  William  I'horne,  a  commit- 
tee fiom  the  genera!  committee  of  the  county  of  Albany, 
attending,  were  admitted,  and  produced  an  extract  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  said  committee,  directing  them  to  repair 
lo  the  Convention  and  make  application  fur  a  salutary' re- 
solve to  prevent  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency. 

The  said  gentlemen  were  informed  that  a  report  lias'been 
on  the  table  for  some  time,  wailing  for  a  Convention,  but 
that  this  Committee  will  immediately  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  same. 

A  letter  from  John  Barclay,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  city  and  county  of  Albany,  dated  the  13th 
February  instant,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  lie  on  the  table  for  the 
inspection  of  the  members,  and  that  it  be  taken  up  and 
considered  with  the  report  respecting  the  rangers  of  this 
State. 

A  letter  from  Robert  Boyd,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  county  of  Ulster,  dated  New-Paltz,  Siti  Jany. 
1777,  enclosing  a  copy  of  llie  proclamation  of  Lord  Howe, 
of  the  30th  November,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  proclamation  be  en- 
closed in  a  blank  paper  to  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  Convention  of  this  State  for  inquiring  into,  detecting 
and  defeating  conspiracies. 

A  letter  iroin  Ezekiel  Cliever,  dated  Fishkill,  P^eby. 
19lh,  was. read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morris  prepare  a  draft  of  a  letter  in 
answer. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  Chevers,  in  answer  to  his,  was 
accordingly  reported,  read  and  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  Kingston,  Febrtj.  iind,  ]777. 

"  Sir — We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1 9th  instant, 
in  answer  to  which,  we  would  inform  you  that  the  Conven- 
tion are  too  deeply  engaged  in  the  business  committed  to 
them  by  their  constituents,  lo  inlerlere  unnecessarily  in 
that  which  is  out  of  their  department  ;  whoreiore  they 
doubt  not  you  will  exert  yourself  on  the  occasion,  as  that 
matter  referred  to  them  seems  to  be  rather  m  your  depart- 
ment than  theirs.  They  would,  however,  inform  you  that 
an  armoury  is  established  at  Fishkill,  at  which  all  our  arti- 
ficers are  collected,  and  who  will  be  ready  to  assist  you  as 
far  as  lies  in  their  power. 

"  The  musket  ball  belonging  to  this  State  would  be  but 
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a  very  scanty  supply  to  the  Continental  army,  and  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  Slate.  As  the  Convention  are  of 
opinion  that  there  is  no  great  dithculty  in  casting  leaden 
bullets,  and  are  informed  by  you  that  you  have  lead  enough 
for  the  purpose,  they  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you  to 
employ  some  persons  in  tliat  business,  not  doubting  but 
that  by  that  means  a  proper  supply  may  be  obiauicd. 

"  We  are,  &c. 

"  Ezekiel  Chevers,  £sqr.  Comraaader  of 
Artillery,  or  in  his  absence,  to  Mr.  llud- 
dock." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Vice-President,  and  transmitted. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letters  receiv- 
ed from  the  secret  commitiee  in  the  county  of  Westchester, 
reported  the  following  resolutions  and  letter : 

Whereas  the  busniess  now  before  the  Convention  ren- 
ders the  presence  of  their  members  absolutely  necessary  : 
And  whereas  the  purposes  for  which  a  committee  was 
appointed  and  directed  to  repair  to  the  county  of  Wcstciics- 
ter,  are  not  yet  fully  answered,  whereby  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  appoint  commissioners  to  take  upon  litem  tiie  direc- 
tion of  such  operations  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  carry  on 
in  the  county  of  Westchester :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  John  Thomas,  Junr.  Esquire,  Col. 
Samuel  Drake,  Stephen  Ward,  Wilham  Millar,  iXathanl. 
Hyatt,  Junr.  and  Israel  Honeywell,  Esquires,  be  appointed 
commissioners  to  superintend  the  removal  of  grain,  forage, 
catde,  and  whatever  else  may  be  of  use  to  our  army,  or 
may  be  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  ;  that 
any  two  of  the  said  commissioners,  with  their  chairinan, 
be  a  quorum,  and  empowered  to  make  such  representation 
to  the  officer  commanding  at  Pcckskill,  as  will,  in  their 
opinion,  tend  most  to  the  security  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Westchester,  and  to  assist  such  of  them  as  may 
be  inclined  to  remove  their  families  into  the  more  interior 
part  of  the  country. 

And  whereas  a  number  of  the  subjects  of  this  Slate, 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Westchester,  have  gone  over 
to  the  enemy  : 

Resolved,  That  the  above  commissioners  be  empowered 
to  seize  upon  the  personal  property  of  such  of  the  late  in- 
habitants of  the  county  of  Westchester  as  have  gone  over 
to  the  enemy,  and  to  dispose  of  the  saine  at  public  sale  or 
vendue,  having  first  given  due  notice  thereof;  and  to  retain 
the  money  arising  from  such  sale  till  the  further  order  of 
this  Convention,  or  future  Legislature  of  this  State,  after 
having  paid  thereout  the  necessary  expense  of  such  sei- 
zure. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  allowed 
one  dollar  a  day  while  actually  employed  in  this  service. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  said  commissioners  confer  with  the 
Committee  of  Convention  now  in  Westchester,  about  the 
most  effectual  means  to  carry  the  preceding  resolutions  into 
execution. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  do  not  destroy 
any  forage,  unless  where  there  is  an  absolute  impractica- 
bility of  bringing  it  off,  and  the  prospect  of  its  being  useful 
to  the  enemy. 

Which  report  and  letter  being  read  and  accepted,  was 
ordered  to  be  copied  and  transmitted. 
Adjourned  to  Monday  morning. 


MONDAY  MORNING, 

Feby.  24,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

pRESEKT— Brigr.  Genl.  Abm.  Ten  Brocck,  Prat. 
Capt.  Rutgers,  Major  Van  Z.inilt,  Mr.  licekman,  Mr.  Dunfcomb — 
For  New-York. 

Mr.  Webster— /"or  Charlotte. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Ten  Brocck— for 
Albany. 

CoL  Van  CorUandt— /"or  Wetichester. 


Major  Tappen — For  Ulster. 
Mr.  Harper — For  Tryon. 
Mr.  Stevens — For  Cumberland. 

Major  Webster  has  leave  of  absence  for  a  fortnight  from 
the  time  of  his  departure. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
General  George  Clinton,  and  the  list  of  sundry  articles 
taken  by  the  militia  of  his  brigade,  delivered  m'by  Major 
Taylor,  reported  on  the  same,  in  the  words  following  : 

"That  as  500  of  the  men  ordered  to  be  raised  by  the 
Convention  on  the  day  of  January,  1777,  out  of  the 

militia  of  the  counties  of  Dutchess  and  Westchester,  as  a 
part  of  one  thousand  men,  to  be  commanded  bv  General 
Geo.  Clinton,  were  prevented  from  being  embodied  by  a 
subsequent  order  for  marching  the  militia  of  those  counties 
on  an  expedition  in  Westchester  county  ;  and  tliat  although 
the  said  militia  are  now  discharged,  yet  the  time  limited 
for  service  under  General  George  Clinton,  will  so  soon  ex- 
pire, that  your  committee  are  of  opinion  it  will  not  lend  to 
the  public  good  to  attempt  raising  any  more  men  than  the 
companies  already  raised  in  the  county  of  Weslchestei. 

"  As  to  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  said  list  to  have 
been  taken  by  General  Clinton's  militia,  your  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  ihey  should  be  disposed  of  in  the  fol- 
lowing inanner,  to  wit  :  The  medicines,  marked  '.Army' 
in  the  said  list,  that  is  to  say,  the  oil  of  juniper,  spirits  vo- 
latile, salt  of  tartar,  and  hogshead  of  herbs,  should  l)e  or- 
dered to  this  place,  to  the  care  of  the  Secretaries  ;  and  that 
they  be  appraised,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  disposed 
of  by  the  Convention  to  the  troops  of  this  Stale,  as  occa- 
sion may  require.  Those  articles  not  marked  in  the  said 
list,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  General  Clinton 
should  be  requested  to  have  them  sold  at  public  auction, 
(except  the  back-gammon  table,  which  the  General  is  re- 
quested to  order  to  be  destroyed,)  and  except  the  iron  chest, 
hereafter  mentioned  ;  and  that  the  moneys  arising  froin 
such  sales  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Vice-'f'reasurer  of 
this  State  ;  that  the  iron  chest  left  in  charge  of  Col.  Hav, 
Genl.  Clinton  should  be  requested  to  send  to  this  place,  to 
be  disposed  of  by  Convention. 

"  The  steel,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  should  be  ap- 
praised and  sent  to  the  armoury  at  the  Fishkill ;  that  the 
20  old  lory  suns  should  be  also  appraised  and  sent  to  the 
armoury  at  Fishkill,  to  be  repaired. 

"That  the  other  articles  marked  'Continental  stores,'  vour 
committee  arc  of  opinion  they  belong  to  llie  Cuntincnl,  and 
that  this  Convention  ought  not  to  dispose  of  them. 

"The  hogshead  of  lea  mentioned  in  the  said  list,  your 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  lodged  with  the 
Secretaries,  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  direction  of  Conven- 
tion, for  the  use  of  the  sick  troops  of  this  Slate.  The 
other  tea  disposed  of  by  Cols.  Allison  and  Hawthorn,  your 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  they  ought  to  account  for  to 
this  Convention,  and  pay  the  amount  thereof  to  the  Vice- 
Treasurer  of  this  State. 

"That  the  wheat,  rye,  two  cows  and  six  horses,  your 
commitiee  are  of  opinion  ought  to  be  sold  to  the  Commis- 
sary-General of  the  (Continental  army,  or  his  agents  ;  and 
that  such  of  them  as  the  Commissary  shall  not  want,  be 
sold  at  publ.  J  auciion,  and  that  the  moneys  arising  from 
such  sale  be  deposited  in  the  treasury  of  this  State. 

"The  fifteen  horses  taken  with  Zabriskie,  Diiremus  and 
Ryder,  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  if  the  said  per- 
sons shall  be  found  guilty  before  the  commissioners  for  de- 
tecting conspiracies,  by  whom  they  are  to  be  tried,  that  in 
that  case  the  said  commissioners  he  directed  to  dispose  of 
the  said  iiorses  to  ihcQuarier-Masler-General,  or  his  agents ; 
and  that  such  of  them  as  the  said  Quarter-Master-(5eneral, 
or  his  agents,  shall  not  want,  be  sold  at  public  vendue,  and 
tiiat  the  moneys  arising  from  such  sale,  be  deposited  in  the 
treasury  of  this  State." 

Resolved,  'I'liat  this  Committee  of  Safely  do  agree  with 
their  committee  in  their  said  report;  and  that  General 
George  Clinton  and  the  commissioners  for  detecting  and 
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defeating  all  conspiracies,  &c.  be  furnislied  with  copies, 
and  requested  to  cause  the  same  to  be  carried  into  execu- 

"°Ortfere(i,  That  Mr.  Ten  Broeck  be  added  to  the  com- 
inittee  for  auditing  accounts. 

Mr.  William  Miller,  of  Westchester  county,  attending, 
produced  sundrj^  accounts  for  service  of  the  militia  of  said 
county,  for  sundry  disbursements  in  supporting  some  of  the 
indigent  inhabitants  of  New-York. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  accounts. 

Capt.  Andrew  Bevier  attending,  informed  the  Commit- 
tee that  he  has  apprehended  two  suspected  men  at  Roches- 
ter, with  two  horses,  and  that  by  order  of  the  committee  of 
Rochester,  he  has  brought  them,  with  their  horses,  to  this 
place,  and  waits  the  order  of  this  Committee  in  the  pre- 
mises. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cuyler  and  Mr.  Harper  be  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  and  inquire  into  this  matter,  and  report 
to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY  MORNING, 

Feb.  25,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjourment. 

Peesent — Brig.  Genl.  Abm.  Ten  Broeck,  Prcst. 
Mr.  Phii.  Livingston,  I\Iajor  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Duns- 
comb,  Capt.  Rutgers — J  or  Seio-York. 
Mr.  Webster— for  Charlotte. 
Mr.  Harper,  iSIr.  Newkirk— Tz-i/oii. 

Mr.  Cuyler,  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr. 
Taylor— for  Albany. 

Mr.  Stevens — For  Cumberland. 

Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Tappen— T/sier. 

Mr  R.  R.  Livingston — Dutchess. 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Morris — Westchester. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  George  Clinton,  dated  New  Wind- 
sor, the  23d  inst.  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Genl. 
Washington  to  him,  dated  the  19th  inst.  were  read,  and 
committed  to  Major  Parks,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper  and  Mr. 
Adgate. 

The  petition  of  Zebuloii  Scofield,  an  invalid  matross  of 
the  royal  rcgmicnt  of  artillery,  praying  permission  to  go 
to  New- York  to  receive  his  pension,  was  read,  and  commit- 
ted to  Mr.  Van  Zandt  and  Mr.  Beekman. 

"  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  certain  paper 
under  the  hand  of  Jacob  Hornbeck,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Rochester,  as  well  as  two  papers,  called  passes, 
to  James  Smith  and  James  Acton,  and  signed  John  Gee, 
report  that  they  have  examined  the  said  two  passes,  and 
are  clearly  of  opinion  that  they  are  both  counterfeited. 
That  they  liave,  from  tlie  c.vainination  of  said  James  Smith 
and  James  Acton,  the  greatest  reason  to  believe  that  they 
are  both  deserters  from  the  army  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  in  all  proliabiliiy,  have  stolen  the  two  horses, 
dec.  found  with  them.  Your  commiiice,  therefore,  are 
of  opinion  that  the  said  James  Smiih  and  James  Acton  be 
detained  in  the  jail  of  Kingston,  and  that  Capt.  Bavier  be 
directed  to  lake  the  said  two  liorses,  saddles  and  bridles, 
in  his  care,  and  deliver  to  Jacob  nornbcck,  Esqr.  at  Ro- 
chester, who  is  to  be  directed  to  keep  and  maintain  the 
said  horses,  as  well  as  to  advertise  and  describe  the  per- 
sons of  James  Smith  and  James  .\cton,  together  tiiu  iiorscs, 
saddles  and  bridles,  in  Loudon's  and  the  Pennsylvania 
newspapers,  and  to  take  such  oiher  incihod  as  he  may 
think  proper,  to  advertise  the  public  of  the  ^ame.  Your 
committee  are  also  of  opinion  tliat  the  said  Mr.  Hornbeck 
be  directed  to  detain  the  aforesaid  horses,  &c.  until  the 
owner  or  owners  thereof  prove  their  property,  with  pay- 
ing all  the  charges  that  have  accrued  in  apprehending  and 
securing  the  said  men,  and  keeping  the  said  horses." 


Resolved,  That  this  Committee  of  Safety  do  agree  with 
their  committee  in  their  said  report  ;  and 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  same  be  transmitted  to 
Jacob  Hornbeck,  Esqr. 

The  petition  of  Malcom  Morrison,  confmed  in  Kingston 
jail  as  a  disaffected  person,  praying  to  be  released  from 
confinement,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  commissioners  appointed  fur  the 
purpose  of  detecting  and  defeating  all  conspiracies,  l^c.  be 
directed  to  transmit  to  this  Committee  or  the  Convention 
of  this  State,  so  much  of  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  doteciinlr, 
&c.  all  conspiracies,  &c.  as  relates  to  the  case  ol  the  said 
Malcom  Morrison. 

The  petition  of  Wm.  Eligh,  confined  in  Kini;stun  jaii 
as  a  disaffected  person,  praying  to  be  released  fium  con- 
finement, was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  ilic  roni- 
mitlee  of  Ulster  county,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  re- 
port their  determination  in  the  premises. 

A  petition  of  James  Robinson  and  seven  others,  confui- 
ed  in  Kingston  jail  as  disaffected  persons,  and  directed  to 
the  Honourable  the  ]3eputies  of  the  Province  of  New- 
York,  in  Provincial  Congress  assembled,  was  received, 
and  ordered  to  be  returned  to  the  petitioners;  and  that  ihev 
be  informed  of  the  mistake  in  the  direction. 

Ordered,  That  messengers  be  sent  for  the  following 
members,  with  a  request  that  they  give  their  attendance 
without  delay,  to  wit :  all  the  members  of  the  committee 
for  detecting  conspiracies.  Mr.  James  Livingston.  Mr. 
John  Sclienk,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Judge  Graham.  .Mr. 
Landon,  Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  and  the  Orange 
county  members. 

Matthew  Adgate,  Ale.xr.  Webster  and  Benjamin  New- 
kerk,  the  committee  for  auditing  accounts,  reported  on  an 
account  of  William  Millar,  deputy  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Westchester  county,  for  maintaining  a  number 
of  the  poor  of  the  city  of  New-York,  therein  named  ;  that 
there  was  due  thereon  to  the  said  W^illiam  ^lillar,  the  sum 
of  £418  134-.  eld. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  agreed  with  the  auditors 
therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  Vice-Treasurer  pay  to  the  said  \M1- 
liam  Miller,  the  sum  of  £418  135.  tiiJ.  on  his  receipt  in 
full,  on  his  account. 

^J"he  said  committee  of  auditors  reported  on  the  account 
of  John  Thomas,  Junr.  Esquire,  for  keeping  23  poor  per- 
sons, and  marked  No.  2  ;  that  there  be  allowed  to  him  the 
sum  of  £176  9s.  IfcZ. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  agreed  widi  the  auditors 
therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  Vice-Treasurer  pay  to  the  said  John 
Thomas,  Junr.  Esquire,  or  to  his  order,  £176  9s.  Ivf'i.  on 
a  receipt  m  full  for  the  said  account. 

The  said  committee  of  auditors  reported  on  the  accounts 
of  Ilendrick  Bancker,  for  keeping  seventeen  of  the  poor 
persons  therein  said  to  be  removed  from  New-York,  (and 
marked  No.  3  ;)  that  they  are  of  opinion  that  there  be  al- 
lowed for  the  said  two  accounts  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  pounds  foiirteen  shillings. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  agreed  with  the  auditors 
therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  Vice-Treasurer  of  this  State,  pay  to 
the  said  flcndrick  Bancker  or  his  order,  the  sum  ot  one 
hundered  and  thirty-two  pounds  fourteen  shillings,  on  his 
receipt  in  full  for  the  said  account. 

The  committee  of  auditors  reported  on  the  account  of 
Israel  Honeywell  for  keeping  seven  poor  persons,  (and 
marked  No.  4  ;)  that  they  allow  for  the  said  account  the 
sum  of  forty-ciahl  pounds  sixteen  shillings. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  agreed  with  the  auditors 
therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  Vice-Treasurer  of  this  Slate  pay  to 
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the  said  Israel  Honeywell  or  his  order,  the  sum  of  forly- 
eight  pounds  sixteen  shillings,  in  lull  tor  the  said  account, 
taking  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

Tlie  committee  of  auditors  reported  on  the  account  of 
Ezekiel  Halsted,  for  providin;^  for  Iiflv-one  poor  persons, 
(and  marked  No.  5  ;)  that  they  are  of  opinion  that  tliere 
be  allowed  thereon,  the  sum  of  twenty-one  pounds  sixteen 
shillings  and  four  pence. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  agreed  with  the  auditors 
therein. 

Ordered,  That  ilie  Vice-Treasurer  of  this  Slate,  pay  to 
the  said  Ezekiel  Halsted  or  his  order,  the  sum  of  twenty- 
one  pounds  sixteen  shiUinss  and  four  pence,  in  full  for  the 
said  account,  taking  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

The  committee  of  auditors  reported  on  liie  account  of 
Jonathan  Budd,  as  allowed  bv  the  committee  of  the  county 
of  Westchester  and  charged  on  the  back  of  the  account, 
No.  5,  that  they  allow  for  the  same  the  sum  of  five  pounds. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  agreed  with  the  auditors. 

Ordered,  That  the  Vice-Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to 
the  said  Jonathan  Budd,  or  his  order,  the  sum  of  five 
pounds,  in  full  for  the  said  account,  taking  a  receipt  for  the 
same. 

The  committee  of  auditors  reported  on  the  account  of 
Jeremiah  Fowler  against  Joshua  Hetfield  and  Benjamin 
Lyon,  for  work  done  and  materials  found  in  repairing  the 
jail  in  Westchester  county  in  July,  1776,  thai  they  allowed 
for  the  same  the  sum  of  twenty-one  pounds  two  shillings 
and  six  pence. 

The  Coinmillee  of  Safely  agreed  with  the  auditors 
therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  Vice-Treasurer  of  this  Stale  pay  to 
the  said  Jeremiah  Fowler,  or  his  order,  the  said  sum  of 
twenty-one  pounds  two  shillings  and  six  pence,  on  a  re- 
ceipt in  full  for  the  said  sum,  and  charge  that  money  to 
the  county  of  Westchester. 

The  committee  of  auditors  reported  on  the  account  of 
John  Drake,  for  work  done  and  materials  found  in  repair- 
ing the  jail  in  Westchester  county,  in  August,  1776,  that 
they  allowed  for  the  same  the  sum  of  three  pounds  ten 
shillings  and  nine  pence. 

The  Committee  of  Safely  agreed  with  the  auditors 
therein. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  Vice-Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to 
the  said  John  Drake,  or  his  order,  the  sum  of  ihree  pounds 
ten  shillings  and  nine  ponce,  on  a  receipt  in  full  for  the 
said  account,  and  that  he  charge  that  money  to  the  county 
of  Westchester. 

Tttesda-?  Afternoon,  Fehntary  25,  1777, 
The  Committee  of  Safely  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present— Bn'g.  Genl.  Abro.  Ten  Brocck,  Prist. 
Mr.  Phil.  Livinf^'ston,  Mr.  Berkman,  Major  Van  Zancit,  Mr.  Tuns- 
comb,  Cnpt.  Rutgers — For  New-York. 

Major  Tappen,  Major  Parks— For  Ulster. 
Major  V,'ehsier— Charlotte. 

Genl.  Ttn  Broeck,  Mr.  Cuylor,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  .Mr.  Taylor,  Mr. 
Adgate,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer — J-'or  .■llbanij. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston— for  Dutches.  .  . 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland.  r. 
Mr.  Morris,  Col.  Van  CortlanUt— II'cs/cAf,s<er. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Ncwkerk— 2'rycin. 

Mr.  Robl.  K.  Livingston  informed  the  Committee  of 
Safety  that  he  had  been  sent  for  by  the  committee  of  this 
place,  who  informed  him  that  some  time  since,  four  men  by 
the  names  of  Cumins,  Crookshanks,  Thompson  and  Den- 
nis, passed  through  this  pl.ice,  and  that  they  have  reasons 
to  suppose  they  went  to  New-York,  and  thallhcy  arc  since 
returned. 

A  letter  from  Col.  Levi  Paulding  lo  Lieut.  Daniel  Gra- 
ham, and  the  information  of  James  Grigg  on  the  subject, 
were  read. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  information  and  letter  be  referred 
to  Mr.  K.  K-  Livingston,  Mr.  Cuyler  and  Major  Tappan, 
and  that  they  be  vested  with  full  powers  to  lake  to  their 
assistance  and  employ  such  persons  as  may  be  necessary 
for  apprehending  the  said  persons. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING. 

Fehruarij  26tli,  1777. 
The  Commillee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigr.  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Capt.  Rutgers,  Maj.  Van 
Zandt— for  Ncu--York. 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Morris— for  Westchester. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Gansevoort, 
Mr.  Taylor,  .Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck— for  ..Albany. 

Maj.  Tappen,  Maj.  Parks — for  Ulster. 

Mr  R.  R.  Livingston — for  Dutchess. 

Mr.  Stevens — for  Cumberland. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk— for  Tnjon. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Cuyler  do  forth- 
with repair  to  Genl.  George  Clinton,  and  confer  with  him 
upon  his  force  for  defending  the  passes  committed  to  his 
care  ;  that  ihey  do  then  proceed  to  wail  upon  Genl.  James 
Clinton,  and  enquire  into  the  slate  of  the  forts  and  garri- 
sons in  ihe  Highlands  ;  that  they  do  then  repair  to  Genl. 
McDougall's  quarters,  and  inform  themselves  of  the  num- 
ber and  duty  of  the  forces  now  in  ihe  county  of  Westches- 
ter, and  suggest  to  him  the  propriety  of  reinforcing  those 
garrisons  with  as  many  men  as  can  be  spared  of  ihose 
now  under  his  command,  with  all  possible  speed  ;  and  af- 
terwards wail  upon  his  E.xcellcncy,  General  Washington, 
with  the  intelligence  they  may  have  acquired. 

Ordered,  Thai  Mr.  Morris,  .Mr.  Phil.  Jjivingston  and 
Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  be  a  commillee  to  draft  and  report 
a  set  of  instructions  for  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Cuyler. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  lo  devise  ways 
and  means  for  procuring  cannon,  be  tlissolved  ;  and 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Boyd,  Junr.  and  Samuel  Brew- 
ster, Esquires,  be  appointed  commissioners  lo  proceed  to 
the  Forest  of  Dean,  and  inquire  into  the  slate  oi  that  fur- 
nace, (Sec.  and  report  tlic  terms  on  which  the  same  can  be 
employed  by  this  Stale  ;  and  whether,  in  their  opinion,  it 
will  be  proper  lo  lake  and  employ  the  same  in  the  casting 
of  cannon,  shot,  &c.  and  also  the  name  of  a  proper  person 
to  superintend  the  works. 

Resolved,  That  the  company  of  rangers  commanded  by 
Capt.  Jacob  Rulzen  I)e  Witt  be  and  lliey  are  hereby  put 
under  the  command  and  direction  of  (ieneral  George  Clin- 
ton, until  the  further  order  of  the  Convention  or  Committee 
of  Safely  of  this  Stale. 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  Isaac  Belknap's  company  of  ran- 
gers be  and  they  hereby  arc  placed  under  the  command  of 
General  George  Clinton,  until  the  further  order  of  the  Con- 
vention or  Commillee  of  Safety  of  this  Stale  ;  and 

Resolved,  That  ihe  last  above  resolution  do  not  lake  ef- 
fect without  the  consent  of  the  commissioners  ajipoinled 
by  the  Convention  of  this  Siale  for  delecting  and  defeating 
conspiracies,  &c.  and  thai  a  lelter  be  written  informing  thenn 
of  these  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  every  non-commissioned  officer  or  pri- 
vate in  either  of  the  companies  of  rangers,  who  shall  enlist 
inany  one  of  the  Coniinenlal  retiimcnlscommanded  bvColo- 
nels  Van  Cortlandt,  Gansevoort,  Van  Schaick,  H.  B.  Li- 
vingston, or  Dubois,  shall,  upon  being  sworn,  be  discharged 
from  such  company  of  rangers,  and  be  permitted  to  join 
the  regiment  in  which  ho  has  so  enli.stcd. 

Resolved,  That  no  olFicer  of  any  of  the  ranging  com- 
panies within  this  Slate,  be  permitted  lo  recruit  any  more 
men. 
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JOURNAL  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY, 


THURSDAY  MORNING. 


February  21th,  1777. 


The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PRESENT — Brig.  Genl.  Tea  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Phil-  Livingston,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Maj.  Van  Zandt,  Capt.  Rut- 
gers— i'or  New-  York. 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — For  Dutchess. 
Mr.  Harper— i'or  Tryon. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr. 
Adgate,  Mr.  Gansevoort — For  Albany. 
Mr.  Morris— i^or  Westchester. 
Mr.  Stevens — For  Cumberland. 
Mr.  Hobart— f  or  Suffolk. 
Mr.  Ray,  Maj.  Parks,  Mr.  Tappan— jFor  Ulster. 
Mr.  Wisner— f  or  Orange. 

A  letter  from  General  George  Clinton,  dated  New- 
Windsor,  Fcby.  25th,  enclosing  the  proceedings  and  sen- 
tence of  a  general  court  martial  on  the  case  of  Saml.  Knap  ; 
a  letter  from  Jesse  WoodhuU,  president  of  said  court  mar- 
tial, to  General  Clinton,  and  a  petition  of  the  members  of 
said  court,  praying  that  the  said  Knap,  who  is  sentenced  to 
suffer  death,  may  be  pardoned,  were  respectively  read,  as 
follows : 

" New-lVindsor,  '25th  February,  1777. 

"  Sir — Agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  this  State  requesting  me  to  convene  a  general 
court  martial  for  tiie  trial  of  Samuel  Knapp  of  Col.  Hau- 
ihorn's  regiment,  for  treason  against  the  Slate,  1  now  trans- 
mit, enclosed,  the  proceedings  and  senlence  of  the  court 
against  the  said  Knap.    You  will  find  by  the  enclosed 

[)etition  from  the  court  signed  by  the  president,  and  a 
etter  fiom  the  president  signed  by  order  of  tlie  court  to 
me,  that  they  wish  as  well  Knap  as  one  Samuel  Divine, 
who  by  their  sentence  is  also  to  sutler  the  pains  of  death, 
may  be  pardoned.  They  have  tried  three  officers  tor  dis- 
obedience of  orders  and  neglect  of  duly,  two  of  whom 
they  have  sentenced  to  be  cashiered,  one  of  tliem  to  pay 
a  fine  of  £30,  the  other  a  fine  of  £5,  and  the  third  to 
pay  a  fine  of  £5  and  to  make  a  proper  acknowledgment 
to  his  colonel.  They  have  also  tried  a  sergeant  and  two 
privates — one,  for  refusing  to  march  with  the  mihlia,  to 
pay  a  fine  of  £20 ;  the  other  for  disobedience  of  orders 
and  assaulting  his  otficer,  to  receive  39  lashes ;  the  ser- 
geant, for  remissness  of  duty  in  suffering  a  prisoner  to 
escape  from  his  guard,  to  pay  a  fine  of  40s.  and  lose  his 
office ;  all  of  whom  are  to  remain  confined  till  their  res- 
pective sentences  arc  executed. 

"  The  gentlemen  of  the  court  are  of  opinion,  and  I  per- 
fectly agree  with  ihem,  that  if  the  latter  sentences  are 
approved  and  carried  into  execution,  and  the  two  former 
prisoners  pardoned  under  ilie  gallows,  it  will  answer  a  bet- 
ter purpose  tiian  it  they  should  be  executed.  Add  to  ihis, 
1  am  far  from  being  clear  that  tiie  evidence,  as  it  is  re- 
ported, (material  parts  of  it  being,  I  am  sure,  omitted 
through  mistake,)  will  support  the  sentences.  As  the  only 
use  in  punishment  is  to  bring  people  to  a  proper  sense  of 
their  duly,  and  as  I  Halter  myself,  from  the  effect  even  of 
convening  this  court  only,  has  already  had  on  the  refrac- 
tory and  disobedient,  that  the  end  will  be  fully  answered, 
liiougli  these  wretches'  lives  be  spared  ;  nor  have  I  the 
least  doubt  but  that  ihe  Honourable  Convention  will  ex- 
tend mercy  towards  the  first  it  it  can  (in  their  better  judg- 
ment) be  done  consistent  with  the  public  good  ;  on  any 
other  terms  I  do  not  wish  it. 

"  I  am  much  at  a  loss  respecting  some  parts  of  mv  duty 
in  this  new  business,  in  which  1  beg  the  advice  and  direc- 
tion of  the  Convention. 

■'  1st.  Am  I  to  cause  the  person  whom  1  appointed  to 
act  as  judge-advocate  to  report  the  proceedings  of  the  court 
to  the  Secretary  of  war. 

"2nd.  Am  I  to  approve  or  disapprove  the  sentences 


myself,  or  tr.insmit  them  to  General  Washington  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Continental  army. 

"  I  am,  with  much  esteem,  your  obt.  servt. 

"  GEO.  CLINTON. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Presiilent 

of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New-York." 

"  At  a  general  court  martial  held  at  the  house  of  the  Widow 
Costs,  in  Ulster  county,  on  the  llili,  12lh  and  13tli 
days  of  February,  1777. 

"Present — Col.  Woodhull,  President. 

"Col.  Snyder,  Lieut.  Col.  Hardenbuish,  Lieut.  Col.  Jnnson  Mai 
Jansen,  Maj.  Contine,  Maj.  Phillips,  Capt.  Nicholl,  Capi.  Wnouhull 
Capt.  Salsberry,  Capt.  Vancurer,  Capt.  (jelaspee,  Capt.  Luiir  Caui' 
Milligan.  -i      v  ■ 

"  Came  on  the  trial  of  Samuel  Knapp  of  Col.  llathorn's 
regiment,  of  Orange  county,  who  being  charged  bcf.irc  this 
Court  Willi  disobeying  the  orders  of  iiis  officers,  afici-  Ijcni"- 
duly  warned  to  march  with  the  militia,  neglected  and  dc^ 
serted  to  the  enemy  and  adhered  to  them,  together  wiih  a 
number  of  treasonable  acts  again.«l  tliis  State. 

"  Capt.  John  Sayre  deposeth  and  sailh  :  That  on  or 
about  the  10th  day  of  December  last,  he,  this  deponent, 
see  Samuel  Knapp  on  the  road  near  Florida,  in  Oraii'Te 
county  ;  the  said  Knapp  after  some  discourse  asked  tins 
deponent  whether  he  had  ever  seen  the  King's  proclama- 
tion, this  deponent  answered,  no ;  he  then  replied  he 
wondered  at  that,  for  an  act  of  grace  was  now  oui  and  such 
men  as  I  was  ought  to  know  and  see  it.  Among  otiier 
things  he  said  he  was  a  King's  man,  and  if  he  fought 
against  him,  he  wished  this  deponent  well.  This  depo- 
nent saith  that  said  Knapp  was  more  in  liquor  than  ever  he 
had  seen  him,  and  further  sailh  not. 

"  William  Clark  deposeth  and  saith  :  That  on  or  about 
the  tenth  of  December  last,  Samuel  Knapp  called  at  mv 
house  and  told  me  that  he  had  never  seen  his  way 
clear  to  fight  for  America  ;  that  he  had  two  or  three  men 
who  promised  to  assist  him  for  the  regulars  ;  that  James 
Benjamin.  Sen.  and  John  Sayre  were  two  of  the  men,  and 
the  said  Knapp  asked  this  deponent  whether  he  was  a 
whig  or  lory  ;  he,  this  deponent,  said  he  was  neither,  and 
also  said  that  Knapp  was  much  in  liquor,  and  furtlier 
saith  not.' 

"  Amos  Bennett  deposeth  and  saith  ;  That  about  the 
first  of  December  last,  he,  this  deponent,  saw  Samuel 
Knapp  at  the  house  of  James  Williams  ;  he,  said  Knapp, 
after  shaking  hands  with  me,  said  he  was  glad  to  see  me, 
for  it  saved  him  the  trouble  of  going  to  my  house  ;  he 
asked  me  if  I  would  sign  the  King's  proclamation  ?  I  asked 
him  if  he  had  it  ?  He  said,  no.  I  asked  liim  who  he 
saw  have  it?  He  said  it  was  no  privacy,  he  had  seen  se- 
veral of  them  with  Joseph  Barton;  he,  the  said  Knapp,  also 
said  that  llie  Iving's  standard  was  raised  ;  that  there  was 
sixty  days  limited  for  us  to  come  in  to  receive  the  benefit 
of  the  act  of.  grace  and  protection  ;  also  he  said  he  pro- 
posed to  go  10  the  regulars  and  bring  up  salt,  and  asked 
me  if  1  would  lake  some  of  it  ?  I  answered,  I  would  not, 
and  further  sailh  not. 

"  James  Williams  deposeth  and  saith  :  That  on  or  about 
the  first  of  December  last,  Samuel  Knapp  came  to  my 
house  and  told  me  that  iic  had  seen  a  proclamation  of  the 
Jving,  and  thai  it  would  entitle  us  to  such  privileges  as  we 
had  in  the  year  1763,  and  would  have  mc  consider  upon 
it,  and  that  all  he  wanted  was  to  know  the  people's  minds, 
and  fuilher  saith  not. 

"Jacob  Vanderhoof,  Jiinr.  deposeth  and  saith:  That 
about  the  8th  or  10th  of  December  last,  Samuel  Knapp 
came  to  me  at  Jacob  Vanderhoof's  barn  and  appeared  to 
be  in  liquor  ;  he  asked  mc  whether  J  would  join  the  act  of 
grace  and  come  to  his  liousc  that  night  ?  for  he  said  a 
number  of  people  was  to  be  there  to  conclude  about  raisincr 
the  royal  standard;  that  if  I  would  join  f  should  not  want 
for  money  ;  and  al.-o  said  he  would  send  for  me  if  I  v/ould 
come.  I  told  him  lie  need  not,  for  I  would  go  if  I  could. 
He  told  me  that  the  militia  was  to  marcli  soon,  and  advised 
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me  not  to  match  with  ihcm,  nor  icll  my  father  what  lie 
had  told  me,  and  further  saiili  not. 

"  Samuel  Brinson  deposeth  and  saiili ;  That  I  waited 
on  Samuel  Knapp  in  June  last,  with  the  second  associalioii 
of  the  Convention  of  this  .Stale  ;  Knap  loid  me  iie  liked  U 
better  than  the  first,  and  would  consider  in  respect  to  sign- 
ing it;  and  also  said  he  could  not  see  Ins  way  clear  in 
taking  up  arms  against  ilie  Kins  ;  but  if  the  Indians  broke 
out  he  would  be  as  ready  to  take  up  arms  as  any  body, 
and  declared  he  was  not  an  enemy  to  his  counln,' ;  that 
at  a  time  when  a  detachment  of  "the  militia  was  called 
out,  Knapp  was  greatly  opposed  to  the  drafting  of  men  for 
the  service,  and  was  very  solicitous  in  raisins  a  bounty  lor 
encouraging  men  to  enlist  voluntarilv,  and  further  sailh  not. 

"  Lieut.  David  Rogers  deposeth  and  saiih  :  That  Sa- 
muel Knapp  refused  to  sign  the  first  general  association 
some  time  last  spring  when  olfcred  lo  him  by  the  officers 
of  the  company,  by  reason  that  he  could  not  see  his  way 
clear;  that  he  did  not  purpose  to  fight  against  the  Kmsz; 
until  he  was  better  satisfied,  but  if  the  French  and  Indians 
came  against  the  country  he  would  take  up  arms  airamst 
them;  and  further  said  that  if  the  regulars  came  and  de- 
stroyed men,  women  and  children,  that  lie  would  take  up 
arms  and  fight  against  them  until  he  died.  When  said 
Knapp  was  a  prisoner  at  Rammapough  I  asked  him  how 
he  came  to  go  away  ?  He  said  he  was  better  satisfied  ; 
I  asked  him  liow  he  come  lo  be  taken  I  lie  said  he  was 
on  his  way  home  with  a  deiermination  to  sive  himself  up 
to  the  committee  ;  and  said  if  I  had  been  at  his  house  in 
lieu  of  a  guard  that  went  to  his  house  after  him,  he  would 
have  given  himself  up  to  me,  and  further  saiih  not. 

"  William  Holly  deposeth  and  sailh  :  That  he  was  in 
conversation  with  Samuel  Knapp,  and  heard  him  sav  that 
he  was  determined  not  to  be  an  enemy  lo  his  country  ; 
that  he  had  been  in  the  service  of  the  Kuitr  in  the  last  war, 
that  the  oath  which  he  then  took  was  still  binding  upon 
him,  but  yet  said  he  would  sign  the  association,  and  liiat 
if  independence  was  declared  he  did  not  look  upon  his  oath 
so  binding  to  the  King  as  it  was  now.  I  lold  Knapp  I  had 
heard  the  Indians  was  to  be  down  on  the  fronlicrs  in  three 
weeks;  he  answered  that  he  did  not  like  that,  for  if  they 
sent  them  upon  us  he  would  take  up  arms  and  go  against 
them,  and  do  as  much  in  behalf  of  his  country  as  any  man, 
and  further  sailh  not. 

"  David  Devoe  deposeth  and  sailh  :  That  he  heard 
Samuel  Knapp  say,  that  he  was  determined  to  keep  peace 
among  ourselves  ;  that  I  knew  him  to  be  always  ready  to 
assist  in  raising  men  for  the  service  ot  the  Slate,  and  said 
he  was  willing  to  give  five  hundred  pounds  lo  have  peace 
between  England  and  America,  and  further  sailh  not. 

"  Lieut.  John  Brinson  deposeth  and  sailh  :  That  at  one 
of  their  monthly  trainings  he  heard  Samuel  Knapp  speak 
very  disrespectfully  of  the  Congress,  and  publicly  recom- 
mended the  people  to  apply  to  Congress  lo  iiurchase  liherlv 
at  some  rale  ;  that  it  was  lilierty  we  was  fighting  for,  but 
was  as  much  in  slavery  as  could  be. 

"John  Smith  deposeth  and  sailli:  Thai  as  Samuel  Knapp 
and  himself  was  walking  from  the  hoii-e  ot  \\  illiam  Elli- 
son's lo  Vessel  Smith's,  about  the  eiahili  or  tenth  of  De- 
cember last,  he,  tlie  said  Knapp,  lold  me  that  ihc  militia 
was  lobe  called  in  three  or  four  days'  time,  and  desired  me 
not  to  go,  that  if  I  staid  he  would  pay  my  fine,  and  fiirllier 
saith  not. 

"  This  court  having  taken  into  consideration  the  ca^c  of 
Samuel  Knapp,  and  duly  examined  the  proofs  and  allega- 
tions of  the  evidence,  do  unanimously  find  hini  guilty  of 
treason  against  ihis  Slate,  by  a  resolve  of  Convention  of 
the  16th  July  last,  and  do  adjudge  him  to  sulTer  the  ])ains 
and  penalties  of  death. 

"The  within  are  the  proceedings  of  this  court  martial,  in 
the  case  of  Samuel  Knapp. 

"JESSE  WOODIIULL,  President. 

("Attest,)  ^ 
"  John  Hatuorn,  Judge-Adve.'' 


"  To  the  Honourable  Convention  of  the  State  of  Neio-York  : 

"  The  petition  of  the  members  of  the  general  court 
martial,  now  silling  in  Ulster  county,  composed  of  General 
George  Clinton's  brigade,  humbly  siicweih  : 

"That  your  petitioners,  in  obedience  to  an  order  of 
Brigadier-General  George  Clinton,  hath  procce<ied  to  de- 
termine a  number  of  cases  between  the  Stales  of  America 
and  several  offenders  ;  among  others,  Samuel  Knapp  of 
Col.  Hathorn's  regiment  of  militia,  of  Orange  county, 
which,  for  certain  reasons,  your  Honourable  lluuse  haih 
passed  a  resolve,  of  January,  1777,  for  the  es[)enal  pur- 
poses of  trying  the  said  Knapp  by  a  resolve  of  the  Itith 
July  last,  making  certain  offences  treason  against  this  Slate, 
and  from  the  examination  of  a  number  of  witnesses  find  the 
said  Knapp  guilty  of  treason  against  this  State,  and  conse- 
quently the  punishment  annexed  is  death. 

"  Your  petitioners  find  am.ong  some  of  the  evidence,  in- 
stances of  his  friendship  towards  his  country,  from  time  to 
time,  and  are  also  informed  that  when  he  was  ajiprehended 
he  was  on  his  way  home  from  iVew-York ;  and  he  now 
declares  it  was  his  intention  to  return  home — that  he  was 
better  convmced  :  circumstances  that  present  to  us  a  refor- 
mation. 

"  Your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  said 
Knapp  has  a  wife  and  a  number  of  small  children  to  lament 
his  awful  disaster. 

"  Moved,  from  these  considerations,  your  petitioners 
take  the  liberty  to  inform  your  Honourable  House  that 
they  are  pleased  with  the  prospecl  of  that  tenderness  and 
humane  feelings,  so  fully  exhibited  byyoii  in  the  reservation 
of  his  life  in  your  hands,  alihougli  condemned  to  die  by  the 
laws  of  his  country. 

"We  further  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Honourable  House 
that  we  are  abundantly  convinced  you  have  nothing  more 
in  view,  by  punishing  offenders,  than  to  teach  the  subiecls 
of  this  Stale  the  great  duty  they  owe  to  themselves,  their 
posterity  and  country. 

"  Your  petitioners  further  beg  leave  to  inform  vour  Ho- 
nourable House  that  the  sentence  now  passed  by  your  peli- 
lioners  against  him,  in  iheir  opinion,  may  be  a  sufficient 
example,  if  wisely  improved,  and  yet  spare  his  life. 

"  Your  petitioners  rest  assured  that  your  Honourable 
House  will  point  out  a  way  that  his  life  may  be  spared  and 
yet  justice  satisfied. 

"  And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  hound,  shall  ever  pray. 

"  Signed  in  behalf  and  by  order  of  this  court  martial, 
"  By  me, 

"JESSE  WOODHULL,  President. 

"  Ulster  county,  2lst  Febu.  1777." 

"  Feby.  22d,  1177. 

"  Dear  General — 

"  You  will  see  from  the  proceedings  of  the  general  court 
martial,  which  are  transmitted  to  you  that  the  court  was 
under  a  necessity  of  passing  sentence  of  death  upon  Sa- 
muel Knapp,  ot  Col.  Hathorn's  regiment,  in  Orange  counly, 
and  Samuel  Dcvine,  of  Col.  Hasbrouck's  regiment  in  Ul- 
ster. In  the  case  of  the  former.  Convention  did  order 
that,  if  he  was  found  guilty  only  by  the  resolve  of  Con- 
vention of  the  seventeenth  of  July  last,  making  certain 
offences  committed  against  the  State  treason,  (which  was 
the  case,)  he  should  not  be  executed  without  their  or- 
der ;  and  the  case  of  the  latter,  I  conceive  lies  only  with 
you.  I  do  now,  in  behalf  and  by  order  of  the  general 
court  martial,  earnestly  solicit  your  Honour,  that,  in  the 
former  case  you  would  use  your  utmost  influence  with  the 
Convention,  and  in  the  latter  grant  pardoning  grace.  Al- 
though the  poor  wretches  are  jusUv  condcnmed  liy  the 
laws  of  their  country,  I  hope  your  Honour  may  conceive, 
that  the  making  a  wise  improvement  of  the  sentences  against 
them  may  answer  the  great  end  of  punishment,  which  is 
to  bring  them  and  others  to  a  sense  of  ihe  duly  that  they 
owe  lo  themselves,  their  posterity  and  country,  and  spare 
ihcir  lives.  I  add  no  more.  I  am,  witli  great  esteem, 
"Your  most  obt.  and  very  humble  servt. 

"JESSE  WOODHULL." 


1  . 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  (and  papers  enclosed)  be 
coniniiitcd  to  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Hobart  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Li- 

A.  letter  from  General  Woosier,  dated  Rye  Neck,  Feby. 
17  1777,  enclosing  copy  of  a  leltcr  from  Capt.  Alexr.  Grant, 
directed  to  General  Heaih,  or  the  olficer  commanding  the 
Continental  forces  in  Westchester  or  Dutchess  county, 
(fated  King's  Bridge,  Feb.  ]6ih,  and  sent  by  a  flag  of  truce 
requesting  permission  that  liis  wife,  family  and  eflects  may 
come  over  to  him,  and  an  open  letter  from  Capt.  Grant  to 
his  wife,  were  respectively  read,  as  follows  : 

"Head-Qu.a.rter8,  ? 
"  Rye  Neck,  Feb.  17,  1777.  \ 

"Gentlemen — With  this  T  enclose  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Capt.  Alexr.  Grant,  at  King's  Bridge,  sent  per  flag  to 
Major-Cieneral  Heath,  or  officer  commanding  the  Conti- 
nental troops  in  Westchester  or  Dutchess  county  ;  also  his 
letter  to  Mrs.  Grant.  I  have  informed  him  that  I  shall  re- 
fer his  request  to  the  Honourable  Convention  of  the  Stale 
of  New-York  for  their  approbation,  as  it  falls  more  imme- 
diately under  their  cognizance  ;  have  therefore  despatched 
this  to  you,  and  beg  to  know  your  pleasure  in  the  affair  as 
soon  as  possible  : 

"  On  the  twenty-second  instant  a  regiment  of  volunteers 
from  Connecticut  will  be  discliarged,  when  I  shall  not 
have  more  men  in  this  department  than  about  eight  hun- 
dred, eighty-two  from  Connecticut,  and  eighty-seven  from 
your  State,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Humphrey, 
which  in  my  opinion  is  a  number  very  insutiicient  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  or  maintaining  the  allegiance  of  this 
county ;  and  particularly  of  securing  the  important  article 
of  forage.  I  must  therefore  earnestly  request  that  the  mi- 
litia, which  I  am  informed  you  have  ordered  to  this  quar- 
ter, may  be  sent  on  with  all  possible  expedition. 
"I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 

"  Most  respectfully,  your  obt.  humble  servt, 

"DAVD.  WOOSTER." 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Capt.  Alexr.  Grant,  to  iMaj.  Ge- 
neral Heath,  (Sec. 

"King's  Bridge,  Idlh  Feby.  1777. 

"  Sir — Having  obtained  his  Excellency  Genl.  Howe's 
permission  to  send  a  flag  of  truce  for  my  family  and  ef- 
fects, not  doubting  of  your  generosity  and  humanity,  Lieut. 
Cameron  is  sent  with  this,  requesting  them,  not  as  lories, 
but  as  the  family  of  a  British  officer  ;  not  as  captives,  but 
as  detained  when  the  Colonics  yet  acknowledged  them- 
selves subjects  of  Great  Britain.  I  therefore  presume  that 
niy  attachment  to  the  King,  my  master,  and  adherence  lo 
the  oaths  I  took  when  I  entered  his  service,  lo  come  over 
to  defend  the  claims  and  rights  of  this  country,  will  not  les- 
sen me  in  the  esteem  of  honest  men,  lo  whom  I  submit 
the  justice  and  equity  of  this  request. 

"  Enclosed  I  have  left  open  a  letter  for  Mrs.  Grant,  for 
your  perusal. 

"  I  am  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

"ALEXR.  GRANT,  Captn:' 

Which  letters  were  committed  lo  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr. 
Wisncr  and  Major  Van  Zandl. 

A  letter  from  Ezra  ]..'homme(iieu,  Esq.  dated  at  Guil- 
ford, Feby.  IS,  requesting  a  proper  ccrtihcate  that  he  may 
be  enabled  to  transport  a  cargo  of  rum,  sugar,  &c.  lo  this 
State,  which  is  lately  arrived  at  Bedtord,  and  enclosing  an 
account  of  Daniel  Collins,  for  the  expenses  of  removing 
from  Long  island  to  Guilford  some  powder,  small  arms, 
&c.  was  read  and  committed  to  Mr.  Ten  Brocck,  Mr. 
Harper  and  Mr.  Dunscomb. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  make  out  the  necessary 
certificate,  and  that  the  same  be  signed  by  tlie  President, 
and  transmitted  lo  Mr.  L'hommedicu. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Parks  be  added  to  the  committee 
on  Scofield's  petition. 

The  petition  of  the  ship  joiners,  employed  on  board  the 
frigates,  relative  to  provisions,  6cc.  was  read,  and  commit- 
ted lo  Capt.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Tappen  and  Mr.  Ray. 


Mr.  Morris,  from  the  committee  for  tliat  purpose  ap- 
pointed, reported  a  set  of  instructions  for  Mr.  Taylor  and 
iVIr.  Cuyler,  who  are  appointed  to  repair  to  the  iieneials 
Clinton,  McDougall  and  his  Excellency  General  \\'ashing- 
ton,  which  were  read  and  approved,  and  are  as  lollows  : 

"Gentlemen — You  are  upon  leaving  this  place  to  pro- 
ceed according  to  the  resolution,  of  which  a  copy  is  here- 
with delivered  to  you,  to  the  residence  of  General  (ieor^e 
Clinton  ;  you  are  there  lo  inquire  of  him  particularly  tlie 
number  of  men  under  his  command,  and  to  note  the  several 
reasons  why  he  hath  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  body  di- 
rected by  Convention  lo  be  raised.  You  are  also  to  in- 
quire of  him  the  number  which  is  in  his  opinion  necessary 
lo  defend  the  several  posts  immediately  under  his  care'; 
and  wlielher  he  can  upon  any  emergency  throw  any  and 
what  succours  mto  the  forts  on  Hudson's  river.  You  arc 
to  procure  ol  him  a  plan  of  the  obstructions  lo  be  made  in 
the  river  to  the  northward  of  the  Highlands,  and  what 
works  appear  necessary  lo  cover  ihem  ;  also  what  for- 
wardness there  is  in  such  obstructions,  and  the  time  neces- 
sary lo  complete  the  same,  and  ihe  covering  fortifications. 

"  You  are  afterwards  to  go  and  view  the  forts  in  the 
Highlands,  under  the  command  of  General  James  Clinton, 
lo  lake  notes  of  the  number  and  state  of  the  garrisuns  and 
stores ;  the  deficiencies  of  either  or  both,  and  the  necessa- 
ry requisites  lo  a  complete  slate  of  defence  in  case  the 
enemy  should  endeavour  lo  carry  them  by  an  attack,  bolli 
by  land  and  water.  You  are  to  make  observation  and  in- 
quiry as  lo  the  surrounding  grounds,  and  in  general  lo  ac- 
quire the  most  adequate  ideas  in  your  power  of  all  mat- 
ters which  relate  to  the  attack  or  defence  of  those  Avorks  ; 
the  ineans  of  throwing  in  reinforcements  or  supplies  and 
the  like. 

"  Having  gained  the  necessary  intelligence  above  re- 
commended, you  will  proceed  lo  Genl.  McDougali's  quar- 
ters, and  give  him  the  information  you  have  obtained  ; 
suggest  to  him  the  propriety  of  putting  the  posts  above 
mentioned  in  a  respectable  stale  of  deience,  and  inquire 
into  the  slate  of  the  troops  under  his  command.  You  will 
also  endeavour  lo  learn  the  precise  situation  of  all  the 
American  forces  in  the  county  of  Westchester,  tlie  suc- 
cess they  have  met  with  in  procuring  forage,  and  wliat 
probability  of  procuring  still  greater  supplies  there  may  be 
by  continuing  in  that  occupation  ;  what  number  of  incn  is 
necessary  lo  secure  the  passes  on  that  side  of  Hudson's 
river,  in  case  the  enemy  should  make  a  sadden  incursion, 
and  how  many  will  be  requisite  for  the  defence  of  the 
county  of  Westchester  against  the  ravages  of  trie  enemy's 
light  troops.  You  are  also  to  inquire  the  character  of  the 
American  troops  now  there,  and  how  far  lliey  may  be  de- 
pended on  if  exigences  require.  You  are  to  take  Genl. 
McDougall's  opinion,  whether  in  any  sudden  emerirency, 
he  could  throw  in  reinforcements  to  the  posts  in  the  High- 
lands, and  in  what  space  of  lime ;  and  urge  him  to 
strengthen  them  immediately,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power. 

"  You  are  then  lo  wail  upon  His  Excellency  CJeneral 
Wasliington.  You  are  lo  communicate  lo  him  the  intelli- 
gence received  by  Henry  Livingston,  and  stale  the  proba- 
bilil}'  thai  the  enemy  may  endeavour,  by  a  coup  de  main, 
to  carry  the  forf  in  the  Highlands.  You  are  to  represent 
to  him  the  situation  of  those  forts,  according  to  the  result 
of  your  inquiries.  You  are  lo  inform  him  of  the  utter  im- 
practicability of  holding  them  by  militia  of  this  State. 
You  are  to  point  out  the  absolute  necessity  of  permitting 
the  inhabiiants  lo  remain  at  home,  after  the  vigorous  exer- 
tions made  by  this  Slate,  to  ihe  exhausting  of  almost  all 
her  resources,  more  especially  as  the  supply  of  the  army 
must  in  a  great  measure  depend  upon  her,  which  has  al- 
ready been  rendered  in  some  measure  precarious  by  the 
number  of  people  who  have  been  drawn  from  their  farms 
as  soldiers,  or  been  disturbed  in  their  employments  by  the 
frequent  calls  of  the  militia.  You  arc  to  hint  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  propriety  of  appointing  some  discreet,  vigilant 
and  active  officer  to  be  the  governor  of  those  forts ;  and 
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show  the  advantages  which  would  result  from  appointing 
Genl.  George  Clinton  to  tliis  otlice,  and  employing  Gcni. 
James  Clinton  in  service  more  agreeable  to  Ins  temper, 
disposition,  &c.  You  are  to  inform  His  Excellency  of 
the  impossibility  of  procuring  cannon,  wiihin  this  .Stale  or 
at  Salisbury,  for  the  frigates  in  the  river,  in  any  convenient 
time  ;  and  to  show  the  great  advantages  we  sliould  derive 
from  having  them  completed,  if  the  enemy  should  be  able, 
with  some  of  their  smaller  vessels,  lo  pass  ihrous,di  the 
Highlands.  You  are  lo  request  of  him  to  write  lor  cannon 
lo  the  southward,  and  lay  before  him  an  estimate  of  the 
number  and  weight  of  such  cannon.  You  are  to  suagcst 
to  His  Excellency  the  proprietv  of  sending  a  mnuber  of 
good  artillery  men  to  the  foits  iMontgomery  and  Constitu- 
tion, and  also  proper  engineers  to  survey  the  grounds 
about  those  forts,  and  mark  out  works  to  cover  the  ob- 
structions to  be  made  to  the  nortluvard  of  the  lliirh- 
lands.  If,  in  conversation  with  the  General,  you  have 
any  decent  opportunity,  you  are  to  sugijest  to  His  Ex- 
cellency and  the  officers  of  his  fanulv,  tlie  propriety  of 
having  a  number  of  light  boats  built,  with  liglii  carnages 
to  transport  them  ;  by  which  means  the  panisnn  war  may 
be  carried  on  to  great  advantage.  You  are  to  inquire  the 
number  of  horse  directed  to  be  raised,  and  state,  as  well 
as  the  occasion  may  permit,  the  impracticability  of  main- 
taining any  great  number." 

Die  Jovis,  P.  M.  Feby.  27th,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Genl.  Ten  Broecli,  President. 

Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Mr.  Dunscorab,  Capt.  Rutgers,  Major  Van 
Zandt — For  New-  York. 

Col.  Van  Corllandt — For  'fVcstchester. 
Mr.  Wisner — For  Orange. 
Mr.  Stevens— for  Cumberland. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Jlr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Ten  Brocck,  Mr.  Gansevoort, 
Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Cuyler— For  Albany. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Xewkerk — For  Tryon. 

Mr.  Hobart— for  Suffolk. 

Major  Parks,  Mr.  Ray— f  oi-  Ulster. 

A  letter  from  His  Excellency  General  Washington, 
dated  at  Morris  Town,  Feby.  20ih,  in  answer  to  ours  on 
the  subject  of  exchanging  Capt.  Van  Dyck  and  others, 
was  read. 

The  petition  of  Dirk  Gardinier  and  Matthew  Goes,  Junr. 
confined  at  Hurley  as  disaffected  persons,  praying  to  be 
permitted  to  return  to  their  families  lor  a  luniied  lime,  was 
read,  and  the  prayer  of  said  petition  was  rejected. 

A  letter  from  the  commitice  of  Charlotte  county,  sub- 
scribed by  John  Williams,  Esq.  their  chairman,  informing 
that  the  said  committee  have  ordered  the  company  of  ran- 
gers, raised  in  that  county,  to  the  post  of  Ticonderogn,  on 
an  apprehension  that  the  enemy  will  cross  the  lakes  on  the 
ice,  and  suggesting  the  propriety  of  appoiniing  a  pay-mas- 
ter for  the  said  rangers,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  committed  to  the  six 
members  from  the  city  and  county  of  Albany. 

A  letter  from  Capt.  McCrackan,  of  Col.  Van  Schaick's 
reoiment,  requesting  some  more  money  may  be  advanced 
for  the  bounty  of  his  men,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Prcsidciil  write  lo  Colo.  \  an  Schaick, 
informing  him  of  this  application,  and  lhat  no  money  can 
be  advan'ced  for  this  purpose  but  through  the  colonel  or 
commandins;  officer  of  the  roaimcnt. 

Resolved,  That  a  coinnuttec  be  appointed  to  examine 
the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  several  Conimiiices 
of  Safety  of  this  State,  from  the  tunc  of  the  Convoniuiirs 
adjournment  from  Harlacm,  to  this  day,  and  report  such 
parts  thereof  to  the  Convcniion  ol  this  State  as  require  the 
confirmation  of  Convention  : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hobart  and  Mr.  Moms  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Hobart,  on  behalf  of  Genl.  Geo.  Clinton,  informed 
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the  House  that  the  General  expects  soon  to  begin  sinking 
the  obstructions  ordered  to  be  made  in  Hudson's  river,  and 
that  he  stands  in  need  uf  some  small  cables  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newkirk  and  Capt.  i{uti.ars  be  a 
committee  lo  provide  cables,  &c.  for  General  Cluiion  for 
the  above  purpose. 

The  petition  of  John  Winn,  late  captain  of  one  of  the 
companies  of  rangers  in  Tryon  county,  charged  with  having 
killed  one  of  his  men,  praying  that  he  may  be  restored  to 
the  liberty  of  serving  his  country  was  read. 

Mr.  Adgatc,  from  the  committee  for  auditing  accounts, 
requested  the  sense  of  the  House  on  an  account  of  Uicliard 
Esseltine,  wherein  he  charges  S*.  for  each  spear :  Wherc- 
upon  the  sense  of  the  House  was  declared  to  be,  tliat  the 
said  committee  allow  no  greater  price  for  the  makinff  the 
said  spears  than  is  directed  by  an  order  of  the  third  of  Octo- 
ber last. 

An  account  of  Isaac  Stonehouse  for  maintaining  the  poor 
removed  from  places  in  the  possession  of  the  cneinv  and 
placed  in  the  precinct  of  New-Windsor,  and  certified  by 
Samuel  Brewster,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  New- 
\V'indsor,  was  exhibited  for  payment.  Thereto  is  annexed 
a  certificate  of  Mat.  Adgate  and  Benjn.  Newkirk,  Esqrs. 
two  of  the  committee  of  Convention,  appointed  to  audit 
accounts,  that  they  had  examined  the  said  account  and  ihe 
endorsement  of  Saml.  Brewster,  Esq.  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  New-Windsor,  thereon,  and  are  of  opinion  that 
he  be  allowed  for  the  same,  the  suin  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  nine  pence. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  agrees  with 
their  auditors  in  their  report. 

Ordered,  That  the  Vice-Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to 
the  said  Isaac  Stonehouse,  on  his  receipt  in  full  thereon, 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  eighteen  shil- 
lings and  ninepence,  for  his  account  to  the  said  report  an- 
nexed. 


FRIDAY  MORNING. 

Fehry.  28th,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brig.  Gen.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Beekman,  Capt.  Rutgers,  Majr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Dunscomb.  Mr. 
riiil.  Livingston— for  Acic-Vork. 
Mr.  ^lepliens — For  Cumberland. 

Mr.  Harper,  i\lr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Paris,  .\Ir.  Veder — for  Traon. 

GcnI.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Adgate — For  J}  lb  any. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Livingston — For  Dutchess. 

Col.  Van  Corllandt,  Mr.  Morris  — for  Westchester. 

Mr.  Hobart— for  Suffolk. 

Mr. -Ray,  Mr.  Tappcn— for  Ulster. 

-Mr.  Wisner — For  Orange. 

Mr.  Morris,  from  the  commiltec  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, reported  the  draft  of  a  proclamation  a|)poiiiiing  a  day 
of  solemn  fasting  and  prayer  throughout  this  State,  which 
was  read,  amended  and  agreed  to,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

"  Whereas  the  war  which  hath  hitherto  wasted  and  de- 
spoiled our  country  still  rages  with  unremitling  violence, 
and  may,  by  the  just  venfjeance  of  Almighty  God,  be  more 
widely  spread  abroad  among  other  people  and  nations  ; 
filled  with  a  due  sense  of  the  tender  mercies  of  Him,  in 
whose  hands  are  all  the  corners  of  ihe  eaiih,  this  Com- 
mitice do  hereby  strictly  enjoin,  proclaim  and  command, 
I'riday.  the  twcnty-eishlh  day  of  March  next,  lo  be  ob- 
served throughout  this  State  as  a  day  of  solemn  fasting  and 
prayer;  and  they  do  most  earnestly  recommend  to  the  in- 
habitants of  every  denomination,  to  abstain  from  all  labour,- 
amusements  and  recreations ;  to  assemble  tocether  and 
humble  themselves  before  their  benevolent  Creator,  implor- 
ing liim  lo  forgive  our  manifold  iniquities,  lo  slay  the  hand 
of  the  destroyer,  to  establish  and  confirm  those  rights  and 
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vileffcs  with  which  He  hath  made  us  free  :  and  in  pity 
ul'ihe  miseries  of  mankind,  grant  the  blessings  of  peace, 
I  berty  and  security  unto  us  and  unto  all  men." 
'  Ordered,  Tliat  500  copies  of  the  afore^^oing  be  printed, 
»nd  sent  to  the  several  chairmen  of  the  county  committees 
in  tliis  State,  who  are  requested  to  cause  the  same  to  be 
published  in  all  places  of  public  worship  in  their  respective 
counties,  and  that  the  same  be  published  in  the  newspapers. 

The  committee  apponited  to  confer  with  the  Reverend 
Samuel  Provoosl,  reported,  that  Mr.  Provoost,  for  sundry 
good  reasons  offered  to  the  committee,  (and  by  them  ver- 
bally mentioned  to  the  House,)  is  under  the  necessity  of 
declining  the  honour  of  serving  as  chaplain  to  the  Con- 
yention :  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  reasons  assigned  by  Mr.  Provoost 
are  satisfactory  to  this  Committee  of  Safety. 

Resolved,  That  the  Revd.  Doctor  John  Rodgers  be  ap- 
pointed chaplain  to  the  Convention  of  this  State,  and  that 
he  be  requested  to  attend  and  perform  prayers  before  the 
Convention  and  Committee  of  Safety,  every  morning,  and 
divine  service  every  Sabbath. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  according  to  the  notice  by  him 
given  yesterday,  moved  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  deter- 
mination of  the  House  of  yesterday  afternoon  upon  the  reso- 
lutions relative  to  debtors  paying  money  owing  to  credi- 
tors out  of  the  Stale  into  the  treasury,  ckc.  &c.  The 
said  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  said  determination  of  yes- 
terday was  taken  into  consideration,  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  was  postponed  till  this  afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  this  afternoon  4  o'clock. 

Friday  aftkrnoon,  Feb.  28,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Present— Colo.  Vaa  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 
Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Beek- 
m&n— For  New-York. 
Mr.  Ray — For  Ulster. 

Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Morris — For  Westchester. 

Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Ten  Broecl< — For  Albany. 

Mr.  Wisner — For  Orange. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Veeder — For  Tryon. 
Mr.  Tlobart,  Mr.  Smith— for  Suffolk. 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — For  Dutchess. 
Mr.  Stevens — For  Cumberland. 

The  Committee  of  Safety,  according  to  order,  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston's  motion  of 
this  morning  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  determination  of 
the  Commiltce  on  the  resolutions  for  enabling  debtors, 
(where  the  creditor  is  out  of  the  State,)  to  pay  the  debt 
into  the  treasury,  &:c.  &c.  The  same  was  debated,  and 
the  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirm- 
ative, and  resolved  lo  go  immediately  into  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  said  resolutions. 

The  said  resolutions  being  considered  and  amended,  the 
further  consideration  thcreol  was  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row morning. 

Ordered,  That  Jlr.  John  Ten  Brocck  be  added  to  the 
committee  for  apprehending  and  examining  Mr.  Cummins 
and  others,  in  the  stead  of  Mr.  Ciiylcr,  who  is  absent. 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  SABBATI,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

March  1,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Present— Brigr.  Genl.  Abrm.  Ten  Broeck,  Prest. 
Capt.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr. 
Duane—A'ea;- yorfc. 

Major  Lawrence — Queens. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Jno.  Ten  Bioeck,  Mr.  .\dgale— .^Ziany. 


Col.  Van  Cortlandt— H'csicAcsicr. 
Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 
Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Wm.  Smitli— Su/o/fr. 
Maj.  Tappen,  Mr.  Ray— Ulster. 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston— Du/c/iess. 

Mr.  Newkerk,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper— Tryan. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  proceeded  to  consider  the  re 
solutions  as  amended,  for  enabling  debtors,  where  the  cre- 
ditor is  out  of  the  Slate,  to  pay  the  debt  into  the  treasury 
of  the  State,  &c.  which  resolutions  were  adopted,  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  several  towns,  precincts,  manors  and 
districts,  in  each  county  in  the  State,  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  supervisors,  assessors  and  collectors,  on  ihe  first 
Tuesday  of  April  next,  excepting  where,  by  the  particular 
charters  of  any  township  or  borough  an  election  sliall  be 
directed  to  be  held  at  an  earlier  day  than  that  winch  is 
above  prescribed,  or  where  in  any  township  or  borough 
supervisors,  assessors  and  collectors  shall  have  been  alreadv 
elected  by  virtue  of  such  charters,  under  the  direction  of  the 
chairmen  or  such  other  members  of  the  county  commiiices 
as  shall  be  by  the  said  committees  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  giving  due  notice  thereof  by  public  advertise- 
ments in  at  least  four  of  the  most  public  places  in  their 
respective  districts,  six  days  previous  to  sucli  elections. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  elections  be  held  in  each  town, 
precinct,  manor  and  district,  at  the  usual  places  and  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  by  ihe  laws  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  supervisors,  assessors  and  col- 
lectors continue  in  office  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the 
time  of  their  being  elected  as  aforesaid,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged by  the  Legislature  of  this  Stale. 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  indebted  to  the  loan  office  of 
this  Slate,  whose  term  of  payment  is  expired,  do  pay  the 
moneys  owing  thereto  to  the  several  loan  oflices,  who  are 
hereby  required  lo  receive  and  pay  the  same  into  the  trea- 
sury of  this  State  ;  and  in  case  the  proper  loan  officers  are 
out  of  this  State,  or  within  such  parts  of  it  as  are  possessed 
by  the  enemy,  that  then,  and  in  such  case,  all  persons  so 
indebted  as  aforesaid,  do  pay  such  moneys  to  the  Treasurer 
or  Vice-Treasurer  of  this  Slate,  whose  receipt  shall  be  a 
sufficient  acquittance  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  indebted  to  this  Slate  on  ac- 
count of  the  loan  office,  though  their  term  for  payment  be 
not  expired,  may,  at  their  option,  pay  in  the  principal  and 
interest  to  the  several  loan  officers  ;  or  in  their  absence  as 
aforesaid,  to  the  Treasurer  or  Vice-Treasurer  ;  in  which 
case,  their  mortgages  shall  be  delivered  up,  or  where  they 
cannot  be  obtained,  the  Treasurer's  receipt  shall  be  a  suffi- 
cient indemnification  against  the  same. 

WjiEREAS  debtors  whose  creditors  formerly  resided  with- 
in tliis'  Slate,  but  who  are  either  removed  from  the  same, 
or  are  within  such  part  thereof  as  is  in  the  power  of  the 
eneiuy,  arc  by  such  removal  prevented  from  paying  their 
said  debts  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  every  debtor  who  shall  be  indebted  to 
any  person  so  removed  as  aforesaid  from  this  Stale,  or  re- 
siding in  such  part  thereof  as  is  in  the  power  of  the  enemy, 
on  making  affidavit  thereof  before  the  Treasurer  or  Vice- 
Treasurer  of  this  Stale,  who  is  hereby  empowered  to  ad- 
minister the  same,  may,  in  discharge  of  such  debts,  or  any 
part  thereof,  pay  to  tlie  Treasurer  or  Vice-Treasurer  of 
this  Slate,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  he  shall  think 
proper  ;  and  the  interest  on  all  such  moneys  so  paid,  shall 
from  the  time  of  such  payment,  cease  ;  and  all  contracts 
for  the  same,  as  far  as  they  relate  lo  the  moneys  so  paid, 
be  void  ;  provided  always,  that  such  payments  shall  not 
affect  the  costs  of  suit  where  an  action  hath  been  already 
commenced,  unless  the  saine  be  paid,  together  with  the 
debt. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  or  Vice-Treasurer  of  this 
State  file  all  affidavits  so  as  aforesaid  taken  before  him, 
give  receipts  for  and  make  regular  entries  of  all  moneys  so 
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received,  and  answer  all  bills  and  drafts  regularly  drawn 
upon  liim  by  the  proprietors  of  moneys  as  above  received, 
where  sucli  proprietors  sliall  appear  to  reside  in  any  place 
not  within  the  power  of  the  enemy. 

Resolved,  That  where  the  person  or  persons  in  whose 
behalf  any  money  shall  be  paid  to  the  'I'reasurer  or  Vice- 
Treasurer  of  this  Stale,  shall  reside  at  any  place  in  the 
power  of  the  enemy,  no  money  shall  be  paid  on  his  or  their 
draft,  without  tlie  express  permission  of  the  Convention,  or 
some  person  or  persons  authorized  by  lliein  or  some  luiure 
Legislature  of  this  State  to  grant  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  or  Vice-Treasurer  be  en- 
titled to  receive  from  the  debtor  one-half  per  cent  on  all 
moneys  so  as  above  received,  in  lieu  of  all  other  lees,  for  his 
trouble  in  receiving  and  paying  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  where  any  money  due  upon  contracts 
made  for  sterling  money  shall  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  or 
Vice-Treasurer,  every  dollar  so  paid  in  shall  be  estimated 
at  four  shillings  and  six  pence  sterling. 

Resolved,  That  the  bills  of  credit  heretofore  emitted-, 
either  by  the  Continental  Congress,  the  late  Provincial 
Congresses  of  New-York,  or  the  Convention  of  this  btale, 
shall  be  a  legal  tender  in  debts  due  either  to  this  State  or 
to  private  persons  ;  and  that  any  person  refusing  the  same 
in  payment  for  any  just  debt,  after  the  same  tliall  have 
been  tendered  in  the  presence  of  two  reputable  trechold- 
ers,  shall  forfeit  one-quarter  of  such  debt  to  this  Slate  ;  and 
the  person  owing  the  same,  on  making  oath  of  .>ucii  tender 
and  refusal,  and  of  the  names  of  the  persons  in  whose  pre- 
sence such  tender  and  refusal  shall  have  been  made  belore 
the  Treasurer  or  Vice-Treasurer,  (who  arc  authorized  to 
take  the  same,)  shall  be  permiltcd  to  pay  the  same  to  the 
Treasurer  or  Vice-Treasurer,  whose  receipt  shall  be  a 
sufficient  discharge  for  the  same,  and  ail  interest  thereon 
shall  cease  from  the  time  of  such  payment ;  provided  al- 
ways that  the  above  resolution  shall  not  extend  to  any  case 
in  which  the  refusal  shall  arise  from  any  dispute  about  the 
sum  due,  where  the  party  might  be  prejudiced  by  not  re- 
ceiving the  full  amount  of  his  account,  nor  shall  the  for- 
feiture'take  place  till  noxice  be  given  to  the  creditor  by  the 
Treasurer  or  Vice-Treasurer  of  this  Stale,  of  the  affidavits 
and  the  payment  in  consequence  thereof,  nor  till  a  reason- 
able lime  be  allowed  him  after  the  regular  formation  of  the 
government  of  this  Stale,  to  show  by  bill  filed  before  the 
Chancellor,  that  he  is  not  within  the  spirit  of  the  above  re- 
solution ;  to  which  bill  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  shall 
be  made  defendant. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  or  Vice-Treasurer  answer 
the  bills  or  drafts  of  the  person  in  wiiose  behalf  such  sum 
or  sterns  of  money  shall  have  been  paid  for  three-quarters 
of  the  sum  so  paid. 

Resolved,  That  whenever  any  debtor,  agreeable  to_  the 
above  resolutions,  shall  have  paid  to  the  Treasurer  or  Vice- 
Treasurer  of  this  Stale  the  full  amount  of  his  debt  due 
upon  any  bond,  mortgage  or  note  of  hand,  upon  pre-^cnting, 
in  the  presence  of  two  credible  witnesses,  a  certificate  ol 
such  payment,  signed  by  the  Treasurer  or  \  ice-Trcasiircr, 
to  the  creditor  whose  debt  is  so  lodged  in  the  treasury,  he 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  of  such  creditor,  within  "three 
weeks  after  he  shall  have  demanded  the  same,  his  bond, 
mortgage  or  note  of  hand  ;  and  in  case  any  creditor  shall 
refuse  to  deliver  up  such  security,  that  on  intornntion  hied 
and  conviction  thereof  in  any  court  of  record,  the  creditor 
shall  forfeit  one-half  of  his  said  original  debt  to  the  use  of 
this  Stale,  with  costs  of  suit. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  or  Vice-Treasurer  shall 
answer  no  draft  of  any  creditor,  unless  upon  due  proul 
made  by  affidavit  of  the  said  creditor,  iliat  the  securities 
for  the  debt  paid  in  have  been  delivered  up  to  the  debtor, 
where  the  whole  debt  has  been  paid  otf;  or  that  proper  en- 
dorsements have  been  made  thereon  where  only  a  part  has 
been  paid. 

Whereas  many  evil-minded  and  avaricious  people  have 


purchased  up  large  quantities  of  wheat  and  other  grain  in 
order  to  enhance  the  price  thereof; 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  cominiilee  of  the 
district  in  which  the  same  may  hajipen  to  be  stored,  shall, 
on  application  from  the  Quarter-Alu.ster  or  Coiumissary- 
(ieneral  of  the  Continental  army,  or  tiieir  deputies,  trrant 
a  warrant  for  seizing  the  same  lor  the  use  of  the  said  ^iriny, 
first  paying  to  the  proprietor  a  sum  not  exceeding  eight 
shillings  and  six  pence  per  bushel  for  wheal,  five  shillings 
and  sixpence  for  rye,  eiglil  shillings  and  six  pence  for  peas, 
three  shillings  and  six  pence  for  oats,  and  five  shillings  for 
Indian  corn  ;  provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  resolu- 
tion contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  the  liniuation 
of  the  prices  of  the  articles  aforesaid  in  the  possession  of 
those  husbandmen  who  have  raised  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  aforegoing  resolutions  be  published 
in  the  newspapers,  and  that  the  same  be  printed  in  hand- 
bills, and  sent  to  the  chairmen  of  the  several  county  com- 
mittees, who  are  directed  to  cause  them  to  be  distributed 
among  the  inhabitants,  and  put  up  in  all  the  most  public 
places  throughout  their  respective  counties. 

A  letter  from  Robert  Livingston,  Esq.  dated  the  17th 
inst.  directed  to  the  Vice-President,  was  read.  He  therein 
informs  that  he  had,  agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  the  12lh  inst.  directed  the  iron  neces- 
sary for  the  Continental  ships  to  be  drawn  and  forwarded  ; 
and  assures  the  Convention  of  his  readiness  to  serve  the 
public  cause. 

A  letter  from  Brigr.  Genl.  Bailey,  dated  Newbury,  the 
19th  February  last,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  state  the 
boundaries  of  New- York,  and  the  titles  and  principles  upon 
which  they  are  founded.  That  ihey  have  power  lo  search 
the  Stale  records,  and  to  procure  other  necessary  materials; 
and  to  employ  one  or  more  surveyors,  or  geograpliers,  to 
assist  theia  in  preparing  a  plan  or  chart  of  this  Stale,  and 
that  they  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  paijers  ;  and 
that  ]\Ir.  J)uane,  Mr.  R.  Yates,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Hobart  and  Mr.  Taylor,  be  a  committee  for  that 
purpose. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  letter  of  Brigadier-General  Bailev, 
be  committed  to  the  above  named  commilltee. 
On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  such  gentlemen  of  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangement as  are  or  may  be  present,  have  power  lo  com- 
plete the  arrangement,  and  to  issue  commissions  for  such 
olficers  of  the  Continental  regiments  raising  in  this  Slate, 
as  have  been  already  named. 

Major-General  Schuyler,  who  has  been  present  during 
the  morning,  informed  the  Committee  that  he  attends  to 
enlreat  the  aid  of  this  House  to  obtain  a  number  of  ship- 
carpenters  ;  that  the  aid  formerly  given  on  the  application 
of  has  proved  ineffectual;  that  he  is  willing 

to  allow  them  lOs.  Sd.  per  day,  one  and  a  half  rations  of 
provisions,  and  a  half  pint  of  rum  ;  that  without  a  number 
of  ship  carpenters,  he  cannot  complete  the  vessels  ordered 
to  be  built  at  the  lakes. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Phil.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Wm. 
Smith,  be  a  commiltec  to  confer  with  the  ship  carpenters 
and  joiners  on  ihe  subject  of  General  Schuyler's  application. 

Major-General  Schuyler  informed  the  Committee  of 
Safely,  that  he  has  directions  from  His  Excellency  Gene- 
ral Washington,  lo  inoculate  the  army  under  his  command, 
which  he  cannot  conveniently  do,  without  interfering  with 
the  modes  prescribed  for  inoculation,  by  the  resolutions 
of  tfie  Representatives  of  this  Stale. 

Resolved,  That  Maj.  Genl.  Schuyler  be,  and  is  hereby 
authorized  to  cause  the  army  under  his  command,  to  be 
inoculated  with  the  small  pox,  at  such  times,  and  in  such 
places  and  numbers  as  he  may  think  proper ;  any  resolu- 
tions of  the  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety,  or  the  Re- 
presentatives of  this  State  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any 
wise  notwithstanding. 

A  letter  from  Robert  Livingston,  Esquire,  to  Messrs.  R, 
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K  Livingston  and  Morris,  relative  to  the  casting  of  cannon, 
wjs'read"  Tlicreiipon, 

Ittsolved,  That  for  llie  reasons  assigned  in  Mr.  Liviiig- 
»ton's  letter,  it  would  be  improper  to  employ  iiis  furnace 
in  casting  cannon,  as  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  liis 
works  should  be  employed  as  heretofore,  in  preparing  bar 
iron. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hobart  be  added  to  the  mineral 
committee,  appointed  to  make  discoveries  of  lead  and  sul- 
phur mines,  and  flints,  and  have  assays  made  therein  ;  that 
they  be  also  authorized  to  have  searches  made  for  black 
lead,  and  assays  made  therein.  And, 

Resolved,  'I'hat  the  said  committee  be,  and  they  hereby 
arc,  authorized  to  cause  flints  be  prepared  with  all  possible 
despatch  out  of  the  flint  mines  discovered  in  Tryon  county, 
on  which  assays  have  been  made. 

A  pay  roll  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  of  Capt.  Isaac  Belknap's  company  of  rangers, 
amounting  to  £115  195.  Od.  for  the  pay  of  the  said  com- 
pany from  the  8th  day  of  January  to  the  6th  day  of  Fe- 
bruary last,  both  days  included,  and  sworn  to  before  the 
present  President,  was  exiiibited  for  payment.  Thereon 
IS  endorsed  a  ceriificate  of  Benjn.  Newkerk  and  Matthew 
Adgate,  two  of  the  committee  of  Convention,  for  auditing 
accounts,  whereby  they  certify  that  they  have  examined  the 
said  pay  roll,  and  do  allow  tlie  sum  of  £115  19s.  Od. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
said  Isaac  Belknap,  the  said  sum  of  £115  195.  Qd.  on  his 
receipt  in  full  on  the  said  roll. 

A  subsistence  roll  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates,  of  Capt.  Belknap's  company  of  ran- 

fers,  from  the  said  eight  day  of  January  to  the  6lh  day  of 
'ebruary  last,  both  days  inclusive,  amounting  to  £60  19s. 
3c/.  and  sworn  to  by  Capt.  Belknap,  before  the  present 
President,  was  exhibited  for  payment.  Thereon  is  en- 
dorsed a  certificate  of  Benjamin  Newkerk  and  Matthew 
Adgate,  two  of  the  said  committee  for  auditing  accounts, 
whereby  they  certify  that  liiey  have  examined  the  said 
roll,  and  allow  thereon  the  sum  of  £80  19s.  Zd. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
•aid  Capt.  Isaac  Belknap,  the  said  sum  of  £80  195.  3(i.  on 
his  receipt  in  full,  on  tiie  said  roll. 

An  account  of  Capt.  Belknap  for  £15,  for  the  last  moie- 
ty of  the  bounty  of  Waller  Wilson,  Abraham  Garrison 
and  John  Rynders,  sworn  to  before  Ai)raham  Ten  Broeck, 
Esquire,  the  President,  was  exhibited  for  payment.  There- 
on is  endorsed  a  certificate  of  Benjamin  iSJevvkirk  and  Ma- 
ihew  Adgate,  two  of  the  committee  for  auditing  accounts, 
whereby  ihcy  certify  that  they  have  examined  the  said  ac- 
count, and  do  allow  the  sum  of  £15,  for  bounty  to  the  per- 
sons therein  named. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
said  Capt.  Isaac  Belknap,  the  said  fifteen  pounds,  on  his 
icceipi  in  full,  on  the  said  account. 

Die  Sadhati,  6  ho.  P.  M.  March  1,  1777. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Fresent — Brigr.  Genl.  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Prest- 

Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Major  Van  Zandt — NewYork. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  .Vdcate— ,/(?/ia7i!;. 

Mr.  Rea,  Mr.  Tappcn— Wt(fr. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  V[M— Dutchess. 

Major  Lawrence— Qi/ecnj. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland.  '"  " 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Morris — ll'eslchester. 
Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  \Vm.  Smith— Su/o/fc.  ■  ■  "    '  ' 

Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 

Mr.  W.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerlc  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Vcder — Tryon. 

A  letter  from  Wm.  Duer,  dated  at  Cromwell  the  25th 
February,  showing  the  necessity  of  a  reinforcement  be- 
ing sent  into  that  county,  to  protect  the  inhabiianls  for- 
warding the  foraging  business,  was  read. 


An  extract  of  General  Wooster's  letter  of  the  2;3rd  Fe- 
bruary last,  directed  to  the  committee  of  Convention  m 
Westchester  county,  seuing  forth  the  smallness  of  his  bri- 
gade, and  the  necessity  of  reinlorcemciiis  from  tins  State, 
was  also  read. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  Col.  H.  Van  Rensselaer,  dated 
at  East  Chester,  on  the  24lh  February,  and  diicric.l  lu  the 
said  committee  of  Convention,  was  also  read.  II,'  tlicicin 
informs  them  that  General  Wooster  with  his  iroup-  h.-id  re- 
treated to  Ryeneck. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  committee  of  Coinemion 
dated  the  24th  Feby.  to  Col.  H.  Van  Rensselaer,  w.i-  also 
read. 

A  letter  from  Israel  Honeywell,  to  the  cuminiiirp  of 
Convention,  dated  at  Phillipsburgh  on  the  23rd  Fcurv.  as- 
signing reasons  for  obtaining  additional  guard.s,  wai  niio 
read. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Capt.  Plait  and  .Mr. 
Hobart,  be  a  committee  to  take  the  said  letters  and  p.ipcrs, 
and  report  thereon. 

Three  several  letters  from  Mr.  John  Henry,  dated  at 
Fishkill  on  the  following  days,  to  wit :  on  the'sOih,  24th 
and  27th  February,  together  with  an  inventory  of  the  goods 
in  store,  as  clothing  for  the  Continental  troops,  when  he 
took  charge  of  the  same,  were  respectively  received  and 
read. 

The  inventory  is  dated  j5th  February,  and  is  as  follows, 
to  wit : 

537  frocks. 
19  Scotch  ruffs. 

79  frocks  which  Mr.  Curtenius  sent  to  the  store, 
925  overalls,  linen  and  wollen,  and  17  pair  ditto  unmade. 
2'2G  under  jackets. 
6ol  linen  and  flannel  shirts. 

31  pieces  oznaburgs  and  2()i  yds.  ditto. 
7  moth  eaten  coats  out  of  tlie  Continental  store. 

14  pair  breeches,  leather  and  flannel. 

2  pairlrowsers,  i^^c. 

378  pair  shoes  and  13  pair  ditto  Scotch,  not  matched. 
584  hats  and  22  bonnets. 
187  knapsacks. 

6  reams  cartridge  paper. 

3  blankets,  moth  eaten,  anil  2  good  ditto. 
339  pair  mitts. 

2  guns,  2  cartridge  boxes  and  two  baj'onet  bo.ves. 

The  said  several  letiers  request  that  the  clothing  pro- 
vided by  this  Slate  for  the  Coniinenlal  troops,  and  now  at 
Kingston,  may  be  forwarded  to  Fishkill,  and  that  money 
may  be  advanced  to  him  to  enable  him  to  proceed  in  the 
business,  and  discharge  contracts  formerly  made  for  the 
purchase  of  clothing,  iradesmens'  bills,  6cc. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newkirk  forward  all  the  clothing  be- 
longing to  this  Slate  to  Mr.  Henry  ai  Fishkill,  with  all 
convenient  despatch.  And, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale,  do  transmit 
by  Capt.  Isaac  Belknap,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars 
to  Mr.  John  Henry,  superiiitendent  of  the  said  clothing 
store  at  Fi.shkill,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  necessary 
business  of  procuring  clothing  for  the  troops,  that  Mr. 
John  Henry  be  accountable  for  that  sum,  and  iranimit  to 
the  Treasurer  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Duane  according  to  order,  reported  a  dr.ifi  of  a  let- 
ter to  Continental  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  llie  disaf- 
fected subjects  of  this  Stale,  in  the  three  norliieastcrn  coun- 
ties, which  was  read,  amended  and  approved,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  Sir — The  enclosed  letters  and  resolutions  were  pre- 
pared some  time  since  ;  but  for  reasons  wiilj  which  you 
need  not  be  troubled,  were  delayed.  Some  late  proceed- 
ings of  the  disaffected  within  this  State,  occasion  their  now 
being  transmitted. 

"  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the  Convention  are 
engaged  in  establishing  a  firm  and  permanent  system  of 
government.  When  this  important  business  is  accomplish- 
ed, they  will  despatch  a  satisfactory  statement  of  the  boun- 
daries, and  the  principles  on  which  they  are  founded,  for 
ihe  information  of  Congress.    In  the  mean  time,  they  de- 
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pend  upon  the  justice  of  your  Honourable  House  in  adopt- 
ing every  wise  and  salutary  expedient  to  suppress  tlie  nus- 
chiefs  which  must  ensue,  both  to  this  ?>taie  and  the  Gene- 
ral Confederacy,  from  the  unjust  and  pernicious  project  of 
such  of  the  inhabitants  of  New-York  as,  merely  from  sel- 
fish and  interested  motives,  have  fomented  this  dangerous 
insurrection.  The  Congress  may  be  assured  that  ilie  spirit 
of  defection,  notwitlistanding  all  the  arts  and  violence  of 
the  seducers,  is  by  no  means  ccneral.  The  county  of 
Gloucester,  and  a  very  great  part' both  of  Cumberland' and 
Charlotte  counties,  continue  stcdfast  in  their  allei;iance  to 
this  government.  Brigadier-Genl.  Bavlcy's  letter,  (a  copy 
of  which  is  enclosed,)  will  be  a  suiricient'proof  of  the  tem- 
per of  the  people  of  Gloucester  county.  Charlotte  and 
Cumberland  continue  to  be  represented  iii  Convention  ;  and 
from  very  late  information  we  learn,  that  out  of  80  mem- 
bers which  were  expected  to  have  attended  the  mock  con- 
vention of  the  deluded  subjects  of  this  State,  20  only  at- 
tended. We  are  informed  by  good  authority,  that  Col. 
Warner  was  directed  by  the  General  to  send  forward  his 
men  as  he  should  enlist  them,  to  Ticonderoj^a ;  notwith- 
standing which  it  appears,  by  a  return  from  thence  not  long 
since,  that  only  24  privates  had  reached  that  post ;  nor  is 
there  the  least  prospect  of  ids  raising  a  number  of  men 
which  can  be  an  object  of  public  concern  ;  thouL;h,  instead 
of  confining  himself  to  the  Green  Mountains,  as  we  under- 
stand was  the  intention  of  the  Honourable  Conijress,  he 
has  had  the  advantage  of  recruiting  in  Albany  and  other 
places.  The  Convention  beg  to  know  what  pay  the  Ho- 
nourable Congress  have  allowed  for  the  officers  and  pri- 
vates of  the  troops  of  horse  who  were  employed  the  last 
campaign  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  that  a 
copy  of  the  resolutions  of  this  Committee,  passed  on  the 
20th  January  last,  and  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  that  date  to 
the  Congress,  be  copied,  and  both  letters  signed  by  the 
President,  and  transmitted  bv  a  messenger.  And, 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  a  letter  to  the  Depu- 
ties of  this  State  at  Congress,  and  enclose  tiie  said  letters 
and  resolutions  for  their  perusal,  before  tliev  are  delivered. 

Mr.  Morris  moved,  and  was  seconded,  tliat  the  commit- 
tee for  preparing  a  plan  of  government,  be  directed  to  sit 
to-morrow. 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

Ordered,  That  the  sequestration  bill  now  before  the 
House,  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Monday  next. 

A  letter  from  Johannes  D.  Rlivelt,  lieut.  colonel  of  a  re- 
giment of  the  militia  in  Orange  Town  in  Orange  county, 
resigning  his  commission  as  lieut.  colonel,  was  read  and 
filed. 

Resolved,  That  Lieut.  Colonel  Blavelt's  resignation  be 
accepted;  and  that  General  (jeorge  Clinton  be  requested 
to  recommend  a  proper  person  to  be  appointed  to  lliat  va- 
cancy. 

•  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  town  of  Kingston 
do  make  an  inventory  of  all  personal  property  in  the  town 
of  Kingston,  belonging  to  any  person  or  persons  gone  over 
to  the  enemy;  and  that  no  part  thereof  be  disposed  of  or 
conveyed,  until  the  further  order  oi  the  Convention  or  (Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  this  Slate  ;  and  to  enable  the  said  com- 
mittee to  execute  the  above  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  any  two  or  more  members  of  the  said 
committee  of  Kingston,  be  and  hereby  are  authorized  to 
convene  persons  before  them,  and  to  administer  any  oath 
to  any  person  in  whose  custody  any  such  personal  property 
is  suspected  now  to  be.  or  to  iiave  been. 

A  letter  from  Pliarue  Pcnct  Co.  mcrcliants  in  Nantes, 
in  the  Kingdom  of  France,  d.itud  the  21st  day  of  October, 
1776,  offering  to  supply  the  Committee  of  this  Stale  with 
cannon,  muskets,  powder,  all  kinds  ot  nulilary  stores  and 
dry  goods,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morris  make  an  extract  of  such  parts 
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thereof  as  may  be  proper  to  be  published  in  the  newspa- 
pers, that  the  same  may  be  sent  %o  Samuel  Loudon,  to  be 
published. 


DIE  LUN^,  A.  M. 

March  3rd,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigr.  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Beekman,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Lnin^ston, 
Capt.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Duane— /"or  New-York. 
Mr.  Piatt — for  Dutchess. 

Major  LockwooJ,  Mr.  Mills,  .Mr.  Morris— For  Westchester. 
Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Ttn  Broeck,  Mz.  GansevoMj,  Mr.  Adgate, 
Col.  Van  Kensselaer — For  jilbany. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  VeJer,  Mr.  Newkcrk — For  Tryon. 
Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Hobart— For  Suffolk. 

Mr.  Tappen,  Mr.  llay,  Genl.  Geo.  Clinton,  Col.  Dewit— For  Ulster. 
Major  Lawrence — Queens. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  and  pa- 
pers from  the  commillee  of  Convention  in  Westchester 
county,  reported  sundry  resolutions,  together  wiih  a  draft 
of  a  letter  to  the  said  committee,  all  which  were  read  and 
approved,  and  are  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  1st.  That  the  frequent  calls  of  the  militia  of 
this  Slate  has  greatly  distressed  the  inhabitants,  taken  the 
husbandmen  from  their  occupation,  prevented  them  from 
thrashing  and  manufacturing  their  wheat  ;  whereby  the 
Commissary-General  has  been  unable  to  obtain  a  sufficient 
supply  for  the  magazines,  and  very  much  impeded  the 
raising  of  recruits  for  ihe  Continental  army,  and  therefore 
ought  not  to  be  repeated,  but  in  cases  of  the  most  urgent 
necessity. 

Whereas  a  number  of  volunteers  have  been  ordered  to 
be  raised  in  the  counties  of  Dutchess  and  Westchester, 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Humphreys  and  Cnpt.  Gray; 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  wrote  to  Col.  Humphreys, 
directing  him  to  march  all  the  men  he  has  raised  immedi- 
ately to  Westchester  county,  and  lake  the  directions  ol  the 
commissioners,  appointed  by  a  resolve  of  this  Commillee 
to  superintend  the  removal  of  such  grain,  forage,  cattle, 
Arc.  as  may  be  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  the  enemy 
in  Westchester  county  ;  and  that  another  letter,  to  the 
same  purpose,  be  wrote  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
company  lately  commanded  by  Capt.  Gray. 

Resolved,  That  if  i!ie  troops  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
resolve  should  prove  insufficient  for  the  purpose  of  protect- 
ing the  well  affected  in  Westchester  county,  and  cutting 
off'  the  communication  between  the  disaffected  subjects  of 
this  Stale  and  the  enemy,  then,  and  in  liiat  case,  the  com- 
missioners aforesaid  be  empowered  to  raise  sucli  a  number 
of  volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Licul.  Col.  Ham- 
mond and  .Major  Nicholas  Fish,  as  they  shall  judi;e  ne- 
cessary, not  exceeding  three  hundred  ;  and  ihal  they  be 
empowered  to  appoint  such  and  so  many  captains  and  sub- 
alterns, out  of  those  already  in  commission  in  the  nulitia, 
as  they,  together  with  Col.  Hammond  and  Major  Fish, 
shall  think  proper,  always  observing  not  to  appoint  more 
than  one  captain  and  two  subalterns  to  a  company  of  se- 
venty men. 

Resolved,  That  the  men  so  raised,  be  allowed  Contf- 
nenlal  pay  and  rations,  and  be  continued  in  service  until 
the  fifteenth  day  of  April  next,  unless  sooner  discharged. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  papers  received  from  the 
committee  of  Convention,  in  Westchester  county,  be  trans- 
mitted to  Genl.  McDougall,  commanding  at  Peekskill, 
with  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  that  it  is 
advisable,  in  the  present  stale  of  the  snid  county,  to  de- 
tach a  part  of  the  Continental  troops,  raised  in  this  State, 
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•  parrison  at  Fishkill,  for  the  protection  of  tlie  said  coiin- 
IV  and  to  oppose  any  design  of  tlic  enemy  in  liial  quarter. 

Hesolved,  Tliat  tlie  said  committee  of  Convention  be 
furnislicd  with  a  copy  of  the  preceding  resolutions. 

"Kingston,  March  3,  1777. 

"  Gentlemen — The  Committee  of  Safely  have  attend- 
ed to  the  diflerent  matters  contained  m  your  letter  of  the 
2.5th  ultimo,  and  are  very  sorry  to  find  the  disagreeable 
situation  to  which  the  well  atfecied  iu  Westchester  county 
may  probably  be  reduced.  They  have  come  to  several 
resolutions,  which  are  enclosed,  and  have  directed  me  to 
inform  you  that  they  cannot  think  of  calling  out  the  militia 
at  present.  They  doubt  not  but  Lieut.  Col.  Hammond 
will  be  able  to  raise  a  considerable  number  of  volunteers, 
who,  added  to  those  already  raised  under  Col.  Humphrey, 
and  such  Continental  troops  as  may  be  sent  down,  proper- 
ly employed  as  scouts,  will  probably  be  sufficient  to  deter 
the  enemy  from  making  anv  considerable  inroads  into  the 
country.  As  the  business  for  which  your  committee  was 
appointed  is  now  put  into  the  hands  of  commissioners,  I 
am  directed  to  require  your  attendance  in  Convention,  the 
advice  and  assistance  of  all  the  members  being  peculiarly 
necessary  at  this  juncture. 

"  Yr.  mo.  obt.  servt. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pettit  cause  the  bell  belonging  to 
this  House  to  be  rung  wiiliout  delay. 

A  letter  from  iMrs.  ].iydia  ^^'atkins,  directed  to  Mr.  Wm. 
Harper,  a  member,  enclosing  an  account  of  grain,  vegeta- 
bles, &c.  the  property  of  the  said  Mrs.  Walkins,  and  which 
■were  destroyed  bv  the  Continental  troops  and  cattle  at 
Harlaem  Heights,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  accounts  to  be  audited,  and  that  when  reported, 
it  be  transmitted  as  reported  to  the  Quarier-Masler-Gene- 
ral  of  the  Continental  army. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  devise 
vays  and  means  for  the  more  effectual  recruiting  the  levies 
for  the  five  Continental  regiments  recruiting  in  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  William  Smith  and 
Mr.  Ten  Broeck  be  tiie  committee. 

A  pay  roll  of  a  companj'  of  rangers,  raised  in  Charlotte 
county,  whereof  Joshua  Conkey  is  captain,  marked  No.  5, 
commencing  on  the  fifth  day  of  December  and  ending  on 
llie  third  day  of  January  last,  and  sworn  to  by  Joshua  I 
Conkey,  the  captain,  before  John  Williams,  Esq.  chairman  j 
of  Charlotte  county,  was  exhibited  for  payment.    Thereon  i 
is  endorsed  a  certificate  of  Benjn.  Newkerk  and  Mat.  Ad- 
gale,  two  of  the  committee  of  Convention  for  auditing  ac- 1 
counts,  dated  the  29th  February,  and  certifying  that  they  I 
have  examined  the  said  roll,  and  do  allow  tiiereon  the  sum 
of  £90  4s.  4|tZ.  to  Capi.  Joshua  Conkey  and  company. 

A  subsistence  roll  of  the  said  company,  from  the  said 
fifth  day  of  December  to  the  third  day  of  January  last, 
both  days  included,  marked  No.  6,  and  sworn  to  in  like 
manner,  was  also  exhibited  for  payment.  Thereon  is  en- 
dorsed a  certificate  of  the  said  two  auditors,  dated  the  29tli 
February,  certifying  that  they  have  examined  the  said  roll, 
and  do  allow  thereon  the  sum  of  £'62  \  '2s.  6^/1. 

A  pay  roll  of  the  said  company  of  rangers,  marked  No. 
7,  commencing  the  4lh  of  January,  and  ending  the  2nd  of 
February  last,  both  days  included,  swnrn  to  in  like  man- 
ner, was  also  exhibited  for  payment.  Tlicrcon  is  endorsed 
a  certificate  of  the  said  two  auditors,  dated  the  first  instant, 
certifying  that  they  have  examined  the  said  pay  roll,  and 
do  allow  thereon  the  sum  of  £104  lot.  b\d. 

A  subsistence  roll  of  the  said  company,  marked  No.  8, 
commencing  the  4th  of  January  and  ending  the  2nd  of  Fe- 
bruary last,  both  days  included,  sworn  to  in  hke  manner, 
'^'as  also  exhibited  for  payment.  Thereon  is  endorsed  a 
certificate  of  the  said  two  auditors,  dated  the  first  instant, 
certifying  that  they  allow  thereon  the  sum  of  £74  6s.  5|c/. 
•o  Capt.  Joshua  Conckey,  and  company. 


A  pay  roll  of  Capt.  Isaac  Moss's  company  of  rarirrcrs, 
raised  in  the  county  of  Charlotte,  marked  No.  I:),  com- 
mencing on  the  5ih  day  of  December,  and  ending  on  llie 
4th  day  of  January  last,  boih  days  included,  and  appcarin:? 
to  be  sworn  to  by  the  said  Capt.  Isaac  Moss,  before  Julin 
Williams,  Esquire,  chairman,  was  exhibited  for  pnyinenl. 
Thereon  is  also  endorsed  a  certificate  of  the  said  two  audi- 
tors, bearing  date  the  first  instant,  and  certifyinir  tlial  they 
have  examined  the  said  roll,  and  allow  thcrcun  the  sum  ot 
£112  25.  lOd.  to  Capt.  Isaac  Moss  and  company. 

A  subsistence  roll  of  Captain  Moss's  comp.-mv,  in::rkoil 
No.  14,  commencing  the  5lh  day  of  December,  and  eiidiiii' 
the  4th  day  of  January  last,  both  days  included,  and  ap- 
pearing to  be  sworn  to  by  the  said  Isaac  Moss,  licfnre  [he 
said  chairman,  was  exhibited  for  payment.  Tliercnn  is 
also  endorsed  a  certificate  of  the  said  two  auditors,  d.iied 
the  first  day  of  March,  instant,  certifying  that  they  alluwed 
thereon  the  sum  of  £S0  lbs.  IcZ.  to  Captain  Isaac  Moss 
and  company. 

A  pay  roll  of  Captain  Isaac  Moss's  said  company  of  ran- 
gers, marked  No.  15,  commencing  the  5th  day  of  January, 
and  ending  on  ihe  3rd  day  of  February  last,  both  days  in- 
cluded, and  appearing  to  be  sworn  to  by  the  said  Capt. 
Isaac  Moss,  before  the  said  chairman,  was  exhibited  lor 
payment.  Thereon  is  endorsed  a  certificate  of  the  said  two 
auditors,  that  they  had  examined  the  said  pay  roll,  and  do 
allow  thereon  the  sum  of  £116  5s.  Ad.  for  pay  to  tlie  said 
Isaac  Moss  and  company. 

A  subsistence  roll  of  Capt.  Moss's  said  company,  marked 
No.  16,  commencing  on  the  5tli  day  of  January  and  ending 
on  the  3rd  day  of  Feb.  last,  both  days  included,  and  appear- 
ing to  be  sworn  to  by  tlie  said  Capt.  Isaac  Moss,  before 
the  said  chairman,  was  exhibited  for  payment.  Thereon 
is  endorsed  a  certificate  of  the  said  two  auditors,  that  they 
have  examined  the  said  subsistence  roll,  and  do  allow  there- 
on the  sum  of  £83  10s.  Id.  for  subistence,  to  Capt.  Isaac 
JIoss  and  company. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  Committee  of  Safely  agrees  with 
their  auditors  in  their  several  reports,  on  the  said  pay  and 
subsistence  rolls. 

And  whereas,  Mr.  Edward  Savage,  who  has  attended 
with  the  said  rolls,  is  not  authorized  to  receive  the  several 
sums  due  thereon, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  ihis  Slate 
transmit  the  sum  of  £724  2s.  llld.  being  the  amount  of 
the  said  several  pay  and  subsistence  rolls,  due  to  the  ran- 
gers raised  in  CliarloUe  county  by  Edward  Savage,  a  lieu- 
tenant of  one  of  the  said  companies,  to  the  chairman  of  ihe 
committee  of  Charlotte  county,  who  is  hereby  directed, 
authorized  and  required  to  pay  to  each  captain  the  sum  due 
to  each  respective  company  on  the  said  pay  and  subsis- 
tence rolls,  and  take  a  proper  receipt  of  each  of  the  said 
captains,  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  said  Treasurer. 

And  whereas,  Capt.  Josiah  Conckey  and  Capl.  Isaac 
Moss  have  each  transmitted  an  account  of  bounty  due  sun- 
dry men  enlisted  into  his  company,  which  remains  unpaid: 
And  whereas  the  Captains  Conckey  and  Moss,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Savage,  or  the  committee  of  Charlotte  county,  have 
not  returned  to  the  Convention  a  roil  of  the  names  of  the 
men  for  whom  money  was  advanced  for  bounty  on  the  4lh 
of  January  last,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  that  day,  nor  have 
accounts  or  vouchers  been  returned  for  the  whole  amount 
of  ihe  moneys  on  that  day  advanced  for  the  said  rangers, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  £521  14s.  2(/.  nor 
for  the  other  sums  before  that  time  advanced  for  the  said 
rangers  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  no  farther  sum  be  advanced  for  bounty 
to  any  rangers  in  Charlotte  county,  until  proper  vouchers 
be  rciurned  for  all  the  money  heretofore  issued  for  their 
use. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  transmit  a  certified  copy 
of  the  aforegoing  resolutions,  to  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
millee  of  Charlotte  county. 
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Monday  Afternoon,  March  3,  1777. 
The  Commiltee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Genl-  Ten  Brocck.  President. 

Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  P.  Livinsston,  V.r.  Dunscomb,  Slajor  Van  Zandt, 
Capt.  Rut£;ers,  Mr. lieekman — yew-l'urli. 

Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Luckwood—H'estcheater. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Ten  Brueck— i'or  Jibany. 

Capt.  Piatt— J"or  DtUchess. 

Mi.  Wisner — Orange. 

Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Hobart — i'or  Suffolk. 

Col.  Dewit,  Mr.  Ray,  Major  Tappcn— f  or  Vlsler. 

Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Harper— Tryon. 

Jttr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

The  memorial  of  Nathaniel  Piatt,  late  captain  of  a  com- 
pany in  the  regiment  of  militia  drai'ls,  whereof  Josiah  Smiili 
was  colonel,  was  read  and  committed  to  Mr.  Gan.sevoort, 
Col.  Dewit  and  Mr.  .Mills. 

The  committee  appointed  to  audit  accounts,  reported  an 
account  by  them  audited,  of  James  Magee,  one  of  the  per- 
sons appointed  by  the  Coinmiilee  of  Safety  by  tlieir  reso- 
lution of  the  9lh  of  October  last,  to  purchase  clothing  of 
different  kinds  in  the  county  of  Albany,  for  the  use  of  tiie 
troops  raised  in  this  State — the  said  account  amounts  to 
£102  195.  ad.  An  account  of  John  McCarty.  the  person 
of  whom  Mr.  McGee  purchased  the  goods,  as  also  a  receipt 
signed  by  Jere.  Van  Rensselaer,  paviiiaster  to  the  third  bat- 
tallion  of  Continental  troops  raising  in  this  Stale,  acknow- 
ledging the  receipt  of  those  goods  for  the  use  of  the  said 
battalion,  accompanied  the  account  of  Mr.  Magce  as 
vouchers. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Cap- 
tain James  Magee  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  two  pounds 
nineteen  shillings  and  si.x  pence,  in  full  ior  his  account  for 
Blockings  and  mittens  by  him  purchased  in  the  county  of 
Albany,  pursuant  to  the  resolutions  ot  the  Commiltee  of 
Safety  of  the  9lh  of  October  last,  and  delivered  to  Jer. 
'Van  Rensselaer,  paymaster  to  the  3rd  battallion,  of  Col. 
Gansevoort's  regiment,  for  the  use  of  said  regiment,  and 
take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Resolutions  for  sequestering  the  estates  of  persons  gone 
over  to  the  enemy,  were  read,  and  commuted  to  .Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris  and  Capt.  Piatt. 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  letter  from  General  VVoostcr,  reported  the  fol- 
iowing  resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  Mrs.  Sarah  Grant,  wife  to  Capt.  Alex- 
ander Grant,  be  permuted,  with  her  family  and  effects, 
(excepting  cattle,  horses  and  provisions,)  to  repair  to  the  city 
of  New-York,  and  that  Genl.  Wonsier,  or  officer  com- 
manding the  Continental  forces  in  Westchester  county,  be 
.requested  to  send  a  guard  with  Mrs.  Grant  to  convey  her, 
■with  her  family  and"  effects  as  aforesaid,  to  the  enemy's 
lines  at  King's  Bridge. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  aforegoing  resolution  be 
transmitted  to  General  Wooster. 

A  letter  signed  Ja.  Sullivan,  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated  at  Boston, 
Feby.  9th,  enclosing  an  act  to  prevent  monopolizing,  and 
a  resolution  prohibiting,  certain  articles  therein  enumerated, 
was  read,  and  committed  to  .Mr.  Hobart,  .Mr.  R.  R.  Li- 
vingston and  Mr.  Jay. 

Mr.  Ado-ate,  from  the  committee  of  accounts,  delivered 
in  their  report  on  the  account  of  .Mrs.  Lydia  Walkins,  for 
the  damage  received  by  the  Continental  troops,  iVc.  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  he  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of 
the  members. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Kingston  requesting 
eome  direction  with  respect  to  the  ellects  of  Cor.  Clop- 
per,  who,  as  is  said,  is  gone  over  to  the  enemy,  was  rend. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  couimissiincrs  for  inquiring  into, 
detecting  and  defeating  all  conspiracies,  •kc.  sent  a  copy 
of  the  proceedings  on  the  case  of  Malcom  Morrison. 


Ordered,  That  the  same  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal 
of  members. 


TUESDAY  MORNING, 

March  4,  1777. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjouniment. 

Present — Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Denning,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Dunicomb,  Capt. 
Rutgers,  Phil.  Livingston— f'or  New-York. 
Majr.  Lawrence — Queens. 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Mills,  Major  Lockwood— for 
Westchester. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck — 
For  ^llhanij. 

Robt.  R.  Livingston,  Capt.  VIM— Dutchess. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Paris — For  Tryon. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  liobaTt— For  Suffolk. 
Mr.  Ray,  Col.  Dewit,  Maj.  Tappen,  Mr.  Contine — Ulster. 
Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 

Mr.  Morris,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  commit- 
ted the  resolutions  for  sequestration  of  the  personal  pro- 
perty of  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  as  aie  gone 
over  to  the  enemy,  delivered  in  their  report,  which  was  read, 
amended  and  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows  : 

[Report  not  entered  on  the  minutes.]  ' 

On  motion  of  Capt.  Zep.  Piatt, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
and  report  an  act  of  grace  for  all  such  persons  as  have 
been  sent  out  of  this  State  by  the  committee  for  detecting 
conspiracies,  or  confined  within  this  State  by  their  order, 
or  by  order  of  any  other  committee  in  this  State,  charged 
with  notorious  disaffection  to  the  American  cause,  and  not 
charged  with  treason  against  this  or  any  of  the  neighbour- 
ing States. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Zeph.  Piatt,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr. 
Hobart,  be  the  committee. 

Ordered,  That  R.  R.  Livingston,  be  excused  his  attend- 
ance on  the  committee  for  apprehending  and  examining 
Cummins,  Crookshanks  and  others  ;  and  that  Mr.  Phil. 
Livingston  be  added  to  the  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and 
report  a  system  of  government,  meet  this  afternoon  at  4 
o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNINCr, 

March  5,  1777. 

The  Cominitlee  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prese.'it — Brigr.  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Prcst. 

Mr.  Duane,  Capt.  Rutgers,  .Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Dunseorab,  Mr. 
Denning,  Mr.  I'hil.  Livingston — For  Sew-York. 

Mr.  Wisner — For  Orange. 

Major  Lawrence — For  Queens. 

Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Newkerk — For  Tryon. 

Genl.  Ten  B  oeck,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Gansevoort— 
For  Albunij. 

Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Smith— For  Suffolk. 

Capt.  Piatt,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — For  Dutchess. 

Mr.  Stevens— for  Cumberland. 

.'Major.  Tappcn,  Jtr.  Rca,  Mr.  Contine,  Col.  Dewit— For  Ulster. 
Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Mills,  Major.  Lockwood— For  M'estchcster. 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  from  the  committee  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  reported  a  draft  of  a  bond  to  be  executed  by 
Henry  I.  Van  Rensselaer  and  his  sureties  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  the  office  of  commissioner  of  the  loan  office 
in  this  .State  for  borrowing  money  tor  the  Continental  use  ; 
the  same  was  read,  amended  and  approved  of,  and  is  as 
follows  : 

"  Know  all  mea  by  these  presents,  that  we  Henry  I, 


:■■  '"T' >•     •  "..'J.i','.)       'lo  j  . 
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Van  Rensselaer,  of  Claverack,  in  tlie  county  of  Albany, 
commissioner  witliiii  the  State  of  New- York,  for  superin- 
tending tiie  loan  office,  established  according  to  a  resohi- 
lion  of  Congress  of  the  3rd  October,  1776,  for  borrowing 
money  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  of  America ;  and 
are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  Peter  V.  B. 
Livingston,  Esquire,  Treasurer  of  the  State  aforesaid  in 
the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  New- York  currency, 
to  be  paid  to  the  said  P.  V.  ]i.  Livingston,  or  to  his  suc- 
cessors, Treasurers  of  the  said  Slate  ;  for  the  payment 
whereof  we  do  bind  ourslves,  our  heirs,  executors  and  ad- 
ministrators jointly  and  severally  by  these  presents.  Sealed 
with  our  seals,  dated  the       of  1777. 

"  The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such  that  if  the  above 
boiuiden  Henry  I.  Van  Rensselaer,  shall  in  all  things,  well 
and  faitlifully  perform  the  duly  of  such  a  commissioner  as 
aforesaid,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
said  resolution,  then  and  in  such  case  the  above  obligation 
to  be  void,  else  to  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  same,  together  with  a 
copy  of  the  resolutions,  direciing  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  to 
enter  into  bond  wilh  security  for  the  faithful  execution  of 
his  office,  be  transmitted  to  him  by  the  President ;  and 
that  he  be  requested  to  send  the  names  of  his  securities  for 
the  approbation  of  this  Committee  as  soon  as  possible. 

Resolved,  That  all  bonds,  obligations  or  contracts  which 
have  been  or  may  be  entered  into  by  individuals  or  bodies 
politic,  to  or  wilh  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  for  the  time 
being,  shall  enure  to  his  successor,  or  successors  in  the  said 
office,  to  be  by  him  or  them  prosecuted  and  recovered  upon, 
for  and  on  the  behalf  of  this  State  in  like  manner  as  if  the 
said  Treasurer  and  his  successors  had  been  constituted  a 
sole  corporation. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Capt.  Nathaniel  Plait,  delivered  in  their  report,  which  was 
read,  and  thereupon  resolved  : 

Whereas  divers  officers  of  the  militia  in  the  counties  of 
Suffolk,  Queens  and  Kings,  have,  as  it  hath  been  alleged, 
advanced  sundry  sums  of  money  as  pay,  bounty,  or  sub- 
sistence to  their  soldiers  on  account  of  this  Stale,  which 
sums  of  money  cannot  now  be  by  them  recovered  by  rea- 
son of  the  dispersion  of  tlie  said  soldiers  throughout  the 
said  counties  now  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  other 
parts  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  Stales,  and  of  the  loss 
of  the  several  vouchers  for  the  pavment  of  the  said  several 
sums. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  officers  do  return, 
upon  oath,  particular  accounts  of  the  monies  by  them  so 
advanced,  together  with  the  vouchers  for  the  same,  or  in 
default  ihcreot,  that  they  make  proof  of  the  loss  of  such 
vouchers  ;  and  that  they  also  return  the  pay  rolls  of  the 
men  under  their  command,  specifying  therein  the  names  of 
such  as  are  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  ;  and  that  where 
such  several  sums  do  not  exceed  the  pay,  bounty  and  sub- 
sistence respectively  due  to  the  several  soldiers  under  their 
command,  they  be  allowed  such  several  sums  ;  and  where 
such  several  sums  do  exceed  the  pay,  bounty  and  suijsist- 
ence  respectively  due  as  aforesaid,  then  that  they  be  al- 
lowed the  whole  of  the  pay  due  to  the  said  soldiers  respec- 
tively, and  no  more. 


Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  be  published  in  the 
newspapers. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  tinto  Eg- 
bert Benson,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  en- 
quire into,  detect  and  defeat  all  conspiracies,  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  and  seventy-eight  pounds,  eleven  shillings 
and  one  penny,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  sundry  ac- 
counts of  expenses  contracted  by  the  late  commiitee  for  in- 
quiring into,  detecting  and  defeating  all  conspiracies,  iScc. 
as  audited  by  Nathaniel  Sacket,  Esquire,  hue  a  member 
thereof;  and  also  the  further  sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  pounds,  thirteen  shillings  and  five  pence,  for  detraying 
the  necessary  expenses  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to 
inquire  into,  detect  and  defeat  all  conspiracies  which  may 
be  t'ormed  in  this  Slate,  against  the  liberties  of  America  : 
And 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  pay  the  first  above  men- 
tioned sum  to  Zephaniah  Plati,  and  take  his  receipt  on  be- 
half of  Mr.  Benson. 

The  committee  for  auditing  accounts  reported  an  account 
of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Plait,  amounting  to  £76  \Ss.  -id.  for 
the  expenses  of  transporting  and  collecting  a  number  of 
arms  and  accoutrements,  swords,  three  casks  of  powder, 
eighteen  tents  and  three  marquees,  belonging  to  tliis  Stale, 
from  the  Slate  of  Connecticut  to  Fishkill,  and  which  were 
brought  off  from  Long  Island. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  pay  unio 
Capt.  Nathaniel  Plait  the  sum  of  £'76  18s.  id.  in  full  for 
his  account  of  expenses  in  collecting  and  transporting  a 
parcel  of  arms,  accoutrements,  swords,  marquees,  tenis  and 
three  casks  of  powder,  belonging  to  this  Slate,  from  the 
State[of  Connecticut  to  Fishkill,  wliich  said  arms,  &c.  were 
brought  off  from  Long  island,  and  lake  his  receipt  for  the 
same. 

An  account  of  Daniel  Dunscomb  against  the  Stale,  for 
salt  purchased  of  sundry  persons  in  May  and  June,  1776, 
for  laying  up  a  magazine  of  pork  in  Westchester  county, 
and  for  disbursements  by  him  paid  for  freight  and  storage 
of  the  said  salt,  was  exhibited  for  payment.  Thereon  is  en- 
dorsed a  certificate  of  Matthew  Adgaic  and  Benjamin  New- 
kerk,  two  of  the  committee  for  auditing  accounts,  certify- 
ing that  they  have  examined  the  within  account  of  Daniel 
Dunscomb,  Esquire,  and  are  of  opinion  that  he  be  allowed 
the  sum  of  forty-four  pounds,  six  shillings  and  two  pence 
halfpenny,  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  pay  to  Daniel 
Dunscomb,  Esq.  the  said  forty-four  pounds,  six  shillings 
and  two  pence  halfpenny,  in  full  of  his  demand  on  liie  said 
account,  and  lake  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

An  account  of  David  Lyons,  for  riding  three  days  in  the 
public  service,  to  hasten  the  marching  of  the  militia  of 
Dutchess  to  Westchester  county,  was  exhibited  lor  pay- 
ment. Thereto  is  subjoined  a  ceriificale  of  Mallhew  Ad- 
gale  and  Benjamin  Newkerk,  Esqrs.  two  of  the  auditors, 
that  they  allow  the  sum  of  two  pounds  eight  shillings  to 
David  Lyons  for  his  services. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  pay  to  the  said  David 
Lyons,  on  his  receipt,  the  said  sum  of  two  pounds  eight 
shillings  for  his  said  account. 
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THURSDAY  MORNING. 

March  Gth,  1777. 

The  Convention  met. 

Present— Biigr.  Genl.  Tex  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Philip  Livingston,  Mr.  Dl-a.ne,  .Mr.  Dr.vscoMn,  Maj.  Van 
Zandt,  Col.  LoTT,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Den.sing — For  Xew-York. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Livingston,  CapL  Platt,  Mr.  Henry  Schenk — For 
Dutchess. 

Maj.  Lawrence — For  Queens. 

Genl.  Te.v  Broeck,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Ar>- 
OATE — For  Albany. 
Mr.  Wiener — Orange. 

Mr.  MoBRis,  Col.  Drake,  Mr.  Mills,  Maj.  LocKwoon— for  West- 
chester. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Hobart — For  Svifolk. 
Maj.  Tappen,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  liw— Lister. 
Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Xewkerk— f  or  Tryon. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

A  letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  dated  Bal- 
timore, January  18,  in  answer  to  the  letter  of  Conven- 
tion of  tlie  28th  December  last,  on  the  subject  of  cloliiinc, 
and  enclosing  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  16th  of  Janu- 
ary, approving  of  the  spirited  c\eriions  of  this  State  and  of 
,  the  address  of  the  Convention  to  ilic  inhabitants,  and  ap- 
pointing a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Hessian  officers  and  soldiers,  were  respcriivcly  read. 

A  circular  letter  from  Conijrcss,  dated  Baltimore,  Janu- 
ary 31,  signed  John  Hancock,  President,  enclosing  tlie 
Declaration  of  Independence,  with  the  names  of  all  ihe 
members  of  Congress  that  subscriiieci  ilie  same,  and  a  re- 
solution that  the  same  be  put  on  record  and  pieserved 
among  the  archives  ot  the  several  United  Slates,  w  ere  read. 

Another  letter  from  the  Honourable  Jolin  Hancock,  dated 
Baltimore,  Feby.  20tli,  cnclosini,^  an  e.vlract  frctii  llie  mi- 
nutes of  the  committees  appointed  h\  ilie  States  of  3I,issa- 
chusetts  Bay,  Connecticut,  New-Hainp.shire  and  llhode 
Island,  Providence  Plantations,  on  the  subject  of  rcgiilatins 
the  prices  of  provisions,  ice.  in  tiiose  Stales,  and  tlie  reso- 
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lutions  of  Congress  of  the  15th  of  February  on  the  subject 
of  these  extracts  ;  the  resolutions  recommendmi;  the  seve- 
ral Legislatures  of  the  several  Stales  to  take  the  most  ei- 
fectual  means  for  manning  the  Continental  frigates,  and  re- 
commending to  the  United  States  to  avoid  as  much  as  pos- 
sible the  further  emission  of  paper  currency,  and  sinking 
that  already  emitted,  were  respectively  read. 

A  letter  from  the  Honl.  Francis  Lewis,  Esquire,  dated 
the  18lh  February,  on  the  subject  of  this  Slate  being 
unrepresented  in  Congress,  was  also  read. 

Ordered,  That  all  ihe  aforegoing  letters,  with  the  en- 
closures, be  committed  to  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston,  .Mr. 
Morris  and  ]\Ir.  Duane. 

A  letter  from  John  Barclay,  Esquire,  chairman  of  Al- 
bany committee,  dated  the  14th  February,  on  the  subject 
of  the  prohibition  in  tlic  eastern  States,  was  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was  also  commit- 
ted the  letter  from  Boston  on  the  same  subject. 

A  letter  from  General  Bayley,  dated  at  Newburg,  Fe- 
bruary 26,  and  a  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  the 
4lh  inst.  both  on  the  subject  of  Hoisington's  rangers,  were 
read,  and  committed  to  Col.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Stevens  and 
Mr.  Gansevoort. 

A  letter  from  Major  Daniel  Torboss,  at  Fishkill  Lan- 
ding, dated  February  20,  informing  of  his  having  purchased 
a  quantity  of  iron  from  Capt.  Redfield,  which  iron  is  now 
claimed  by  Jlr.  Hughes,  quarter  master-general's  deputy, 
as  Continental  stores,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Mr. 
Donning  and  Major  Laurence. 

A  letter  from  John  Henry,  commissary  of  t!ie  clothing 
store  of  this  State  at  Fishkill,  dated  the '4th  instant,  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  two  thousand  dollars,  conveyed 
to  iiim  by  Capt.  Belknap,  from  the  Treasurer,  by  order  of 
tlic  Committee  of  Safety,  and  requesting  a  further  sum,  to 
enable  him  to  discharge  sundry  demands,  and  to  purchase 
clothing,  &c.  was  read  ;  and  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  advance  to 
Mr.  John  Henry,  commissary  of  the  clothing  store  of  this 
State,  at  Fishkill,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  ;  he  to 
be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  of  the  same ;  and  that 
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the  Treasurer  send  the  said  money  to  Mr.  Henry  by  Mr. 
Tlieodorus  Brett. 

A  letter  from  Col.  Henry  B.  Livingston,  directed  to 
John  Ten  Broeck,  Esq.  a  member  of  this  House,  on  liie 
gubject  of  making  an  allowance  to  the  recruiting  officers, 
empowering  him  to  purchase  leallier  caps  for  bis  men,  and 
to  purchase  arms,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Zep. 
Piatt,  Col.  Lou  and  Mr.  VVisner. 

The  resolutions  appointing  commissioners  in  the  several 
counties,  for  taking  into  possession,  and  exposing  to  sale 
the  personal  property  of  persons  gone  over  to  the  enemy, 
were  again  read,  amended  and  approved,  and  are  as  lol- 
lows : 

Whereas  divers  ill  disposed  persons,  inhabitants  of  this 
State,  being  unmindful  of  the  great  duties  they  owe  to  the 
same,  have  joined  our  cruel  and  inveterate  foes ;  and  the 
effects  of  such  persons  and  of  divers  others  now  with  the 
enemy,  are  liable  to  waste,  or  may  be  employed  for  wicked 
purposes  within  this  State,  or  consist  of  goods  and  mer- 
chandize useful  to  the  well  atTectcd  inhabitants  of  the  same, 
in  consideration  thereof,  and  for  divers  other  good  causes 
and  considerations, 

Resolved,  I'hat  the  commissioners  hereinafter  named, 
do  take  into  their  custody  and  possession,  all  the  persona! 
property  of  the  persons  aforesaid,  and  do  cause  the  same 
to  be  sold  at  public  vendue,  upon  notice  thereof  given  at 
least  ten  days  before  the  day  of  sale,  and  do  file  with  the 
Treasurer  of  this  State,  accounts  of  the  sale  of  such  pro- 
perty, and  do  deposit  the  nett  amount  thereof,  together  with 
such  moneys  as  they  shall  find  belonging  to  the  persons 
aforesaid,  in  the  treasury,  to  be  hereafter  paid  to  the  re- 
spective owners  thereof,  or  otherwise  disposed  of  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  ;  leaving,  never- 
theless, to  each  of  the  families  of  the  persons  aforesaid, 
their  apparel,  necessary  household  furniture,  and  as  much 
provisions  as  will  be  sufficient  for  their  subsistence  for 
three  months. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  due  execution  of  the  foregoing 
resolutions  within  the  several  counties  of  this  State,  the  fol- 
lowing persons  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  appointed  com- 
missioners, with  the  powers  and  authorities  aforesaid  ;  and 
also  with  the  power  of  sending  lor  papers  and  examining 
witnesses  on  oath,  in  the  said  counties  respectively,  viz  : 
for  the  city  and  county  of  Albany,  Cornelius  Cuyler,  of 
Schenecladv,  Harmanus  Wendell,  of  the  city  of  Albany, 
and  Peter  \  an  Ness,  of  Claverack,  Esquires  ;  for  the 
county  of  Dutchess,  Anthony  Hoflman,  Ephraim  Payne 
and  Theodorus  \  an  Wyck,  Esquires;  for  the  county  of 
Westchester,  Stephen  Ward,  Samuel  Drake  and  Israel 
Honeywell,  Jr.  Esquires  ;  for  the  county  of  Ulster, 
Patrick  Barber,  Benjamin  Smcdes,  Junr.  and  Johannes 
Sleight,  Esquires  ;  for  the  county  of  Orange,  Jesse  Wood- 
hull,  John  Cue  and  Guysbert  Kuyper,  Esquires  ;  for  the 
county  of  Tryon,  Frederick  Fisher,  John  Eisenlord  and 
John  Harper,  Esquires;  for  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
James  Clay,  Amos  Robertson  and  Israel  Smith,  Esquires. 

And  wiiF.iiEAS  this  House,  lor  want  of  information,  can- 
not at  present  fix  upon  siiitalile  commissioners  for  the 
counties  of  Charlotte  and  Gloucester; 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners for  the  said  counties  be  deferred. 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  said  commissioners  be  allow- 
ed, besides  the  incidental  charges  in  executing  this  trust, 
the  sum  of  sixteen  shillings  perdnv,  for  their  expenses  and 
trouble  while  actually  employed  therein  ;  and  that  they  do 
before  they  enter  upon  the  said  business,  take  and  subscribe 
before  the  chairman  of  the  committee  ol  their  respective 
counties,  the  following  oath,  viz  : 

"  I,  A  B,  do  solemnly  swear  and  declare,  that  I  will,  to 
the  best  of  my  knowletlge  and  ability,  execute  the  trusts 
reposed  in  me  bv  the  aforegoing  resolutions,  without  fear, 
^vour,  afTection,  partiality,  or  hope  of  reward,  so  help  me 

Resolved,  That  all  and  singular  the  powers  and  authori- 


ties, by  the  aforegoing  resolutions  given  the  said  commis- 
sioners, be  vested  and  exercised  in  and  by  any  two  of  those 
named  for  the  several  counties,  within  the  said  counties 
respectively. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  resolutions  be  sent  to 
one  of  the  Commissioners  in  each  county,  and  that  he  be 
requested  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  other  commis- 
sioners in  his  county,  and  to  the  chairman  of  the  county 
committee  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gansevoort, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  a  system  of  a  form  of  government  for  tin?  State, 
report  on  Wednesday  next. 

The  committee  for  auditing  accounts  reported  a  pav  roll 
of  Capt.  Baldwin's  company  of  rangers,  commencing  P'c- 
bruary  1st,  and  ending  February  2Blh,  that  the  same  ouuht 
to  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  agrees  with  their  audi- 
tors in  the  said  report  and  allowance.  And 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Capt. 
Alexander  Baldwin,  for  himself  and  his  company,  the 
sum  of  £172  16s.  for  the  said  pay  roll,  and  take  a  receipt 
for  the  same. 

The  committee  for  auditing  accounts  reported  a  subsis- 
tence roll  of  Capt.  Baldwin's  company  of  rangers,  com- 
mencing Feby.  I,  and  ending  February  28,  that  the  same 
ought  to  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  agrees  with  their  audi- 
tors therein.  And 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
said  Alexander  Baldwin,  on  Ins  receipt  in  full  for  liie  said 
account,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ten  pounds,  thirteen 
shillings  and  five  pence,  for  the  said  subsistence  roll. 

Adjourned. 


FRIDAY  MORNING, 

March  7th,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  lo  adjournment. 

Prese.vt — Brigadier-Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 
Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Col.  Lott,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Uenning, 
Major  Van  Zaniit,  Capt.  Rutgers — For  New-York. 
Major  Lawrence  — (Queens. 

Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Newkerk — For  Tryon. 

Gent.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort— i'or  Albany. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Capt.  Piatt,  Mr.  Henry  Schenk — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Mills,  .Major  Lockwood,  Col.  Drake — Westchester. 

Mr.  Stevens — For  Cumberland. 

Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Smith— for  Suffolk. 

Maj.  Tappen,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Rei— Ulster. 

Col.  Allison,  Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  Albany,  March  4, 
1777,  on  the  subject  of  the  iron  stoves  made  by  Mr.  Patrick 
for  the  use  of  the  northern  department,  and  requesting  Con- 
vention to  pay  off  llie  account  of  the  said  stoves,  amount- 
ing to  £.598  13s.  Od.  lo  the  person  entitled  to  receive  the 
same,  and  make  a  Continental  charge  thereof,  or  draw  upon 
the  deputy  quarler-maslcr-general  of  the  northern  depart- 
ment, as  may  i.'est  suit  them,  was  read.  'I'hereupoii, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  pay  to  the 
cxecnior  or  executors  of  Saml.  Patrick  deceased,  the  sum 
of  £598  13s.  in  full  for  his  account  of  iron  stoves  manu- 
factured at  the  Forest  of  Dean,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  in 
the  northern  department,  and  that  the  Treasurer  draw  on 
the  deputy  quarter-master-general  of  the  said  department 
for  the  said  sum. 

A  letter  from  David  Gelston,  Esqr.  dated  at  Middletown, 
Feb.  24,  enclosing  the  list  of  the  marks  and  weight  of  four 
barrels  of  saltpetre,  which  he  has  sent  to  Convention  by 
Mr.  Noadiah  Hubbard,  containing  1123lbs.  nett,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wisner,  Scnr.  received  the  said  salt- 
petre, and  pass  his  receipt  in  behalf  of  this  Stale  for  the 
same. 
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The  petition  of  John  Cooper,  of  Fishkill,  on  the  subject 
of  perpetuating  soriie  icsiiniony  relative  to  a  claim  on  sume 
lands  at  Kindcrliook,  was  road,  and  fur  want  of  a  Clian- 
cclior,  ordered  to  lie  on  tlic  lahle. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Iluban  and  .Mr.  Robert  Yates  be 
and  are  appointed  coniniissioncrs  uii  behalf  of  this  .State,  to 
meet  the  commissioners  of  ihc  .States  of  New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland  and  \'irixinia,  on  llie 
third  Monday  of  March  ijistani,  at  Vurklown  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, pursuant  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  of  the  lOlli 
February  last  ;  and  that  they  be  allowed  each  four  dollars 
per  day,  during  the  time  they  shall  be  employed  ui  the 
said  service. 

Ordered,  That  Jlr.  Ilobart  inform  Mr.  Yates  of  the 
aforegoing  resolution,  by  express,  and  request  Ins  attend- 
ance witliout  delay. 

A  certificate,  dated  at  Claremont,  Jany.  25th,  177~,  and 
signed  John  R.  Livingston,  ccnifyiiig  that  Mr.  Abraham 
Wempel  of  Schenectady,  has  made  in  this  Slate  and 
brought  to  the  powder  mills,  three  hundred  and  sixty-hve 
pounds  of  good  merchantable  saltpetre,  for  which  he  ought 
to  be  paid  nine  shillings  per  pound,  according  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Convention,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  make  out  an  account  of 
the  said  saltpetre  at  eight  shillings  and  six  pence  per  pound, 
that  being  the  price  allowed  by  the  resolution  referred  to 
in  Mr.  Livingston's  certificate  ;  And, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Mr. 
Abraham  Wempel,  or  his  order,  the  sum  of  £155  2s.  Gd. 
for  365  pounds  of  saltpetre  at  Ss.  (id.  per  pound,  by  liini 
manufactured  in  this  State,  and  delivered  at  Mr.  Jno.  R. 
Livingston's  powder  mill. 

Mr.  Morris,  from  the  committee  for  tiie  purpose  ap- 
pointed, reported  the  resolutions  as  an  act  of  grace  to  such 
of  the  inhabitants  who  are  gone,  or  sent  out  of  the  Slate, 
or  confined  as  disaffected  persons.  The  same  being  read 
by  paragraphs  and  amended,  were  agreed  to,  and  are  as 
follows  : 

"  Whereas  divers  persons,  inhabitants  of  this  Slate, 
have,  for  notorious  disalTection  to  the  liberties  of  America 
and  other  sufhcient  causes,  been  sent  into  some  or  one  of 
the  neighbouring  States,  or  confined  within  this  State  by 
parol  or  otherwise:  And  whereas  divers  of  ilie  said  per- 
sons have,  by  their  humble  petition  to  this  Convention, 
prayed  to  be  admitted  as  liege  subjects  of  this  State,  testi- 
fying their  determined  resolution  to  exert  iheir  uiiTiost  en- 
deavours in  its  defence  :  A.xd  whereas  this  Convention 
is  at  all  times  desirous  of  restoring  to  society  all  those  mem- 
bers who  have  not  by  their  crimes  rendered  themselves 
unworthy  of  being  partakers  in  the  exalted  privileges  of 
freemen :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  appointed  within  this 
State  to  inquire  into,  detect  and  deleat  ail  plots  and  con- 
spiracies against  the  rights  and  liberties  ol  .\merica,  within 
this  State,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  directed  and  empowered 
to  send  for  all  such  persons,  members  ol  this  State,  as  are 
confined  by  parol  or  otherwise  within  or  w  ithout  this  State, 
excepting  those  who  are  charged  with  taking  up  arms 
against  the  United  States,  with  enhsiinii  men  lor  liie  ser- 
vice of  the  enemv,  accepting  a  warrant  or  commission  for 
that  purpose,  supplying  them  \Mlh  provisions,  or  conveying 
intelligence  to  tlicm ;  and  that  they  do  tender  to  each  of 
them  an  oath,  or  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  an  allirma- 
tion,  that  he  will  bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  Slate 
of  New-York  ;  that  he  will  discover  all  plots  and  conspi- 
racies which  may  come  to  his  knowledge,  aizainst  the  said 
Stale,  or  tlie  United  States  of  America  ;  that  he  will  do 
his  duty  as  a  good  subject  of  ihe  said  St.ite  ;  and  that  lie 
takes  the  said  oath  or  athrmation  without  any  menial  reser- 
vation or  equivocation  whatsoever,  and  means  faithlullv 
and  honestly  to  perform  the  same.  That  such  of  the  said 
persons  as  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  said  oath  or  alliniia- 
tion,  be  discharged  ;  and  that  such  of  them  as  shall  for  six 
days  after  the  same  shall  be  tendered  to  ihcm  respectively, 


jrefuse  to  take  and  subscribe  the  said  oath  or  aiRrmalion, 
receive  a  pass  and  be  directed  to  repair,  with  their  families, 
apparel  and  household  furniture,  to  the  city  of  New-York, 
or  some  other  place  m  the  possession  of  the  enemy  ;  and 
in  default  of  their  obedience  of  such  direction  within  the 
lime  for  that  purpose  by  the  said  cuinmissiuncrs  to  be 
limited,  that  they  be  confined  m  close  jail,  and  ulherwise 
treated  as  the  open  enemies  of  this  Slate.    And  further. 

Resolved,  Tlial  sucli  ot  the  said  persons  as  shall  not, 
after  being  so  as  aforesaid  sent  for,  appear  before  the  said 
commissioners  within  a  lime  for  that  purpose  by  the  said 
commissioners  to  be  limited  and  appointed  according  to 
their  respective  distances,  and  other  circumstances,  shall 
{  be  considered  as  Jiaving  gone  over  lo  the  enemy.    And  the 
j  personal  property  of  sucli  persons  shall  be  seized  and  sold 
at  public  vendue,  and  the  money  arising  therelroai  shall 
I  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  this  Slate,  and  be  subject  to 
\  the  disposition  of  the  future  Legislature  thereof ;  unless, 
i  upon  the  appearance  of  such  delinquents  before  the  said 
commissioners  previous  to  such  sale  of  their  personal  pro- 
perty, a  sullieient  reason  be  assigned  for  their  non-attend- 
ance. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  aforegoing  resolutions  be 
transmilied  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  detect  all 
conspiracies,  &c.  and  that  they  be  requested  to  cause  the 
same  lo  be  published  in  the  newspapers  and  printed  in  as 
many  handbills  as  they  may  think  necessary  lo  be  distri- 
buted.   On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  two  persons  be  appointed  and  added  to 
the  number  of  commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into, 
detect  and  defeat  all  conspiracies,  &c. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  elect  by  ballot,  two  per- 
sons for  that  purpose,  and  Peter  M.  Conline  and  Joseph 
Strang,  Esqrs.  were  elected  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Peter  M.  Conline  and  Joseph  Strang, 
Esquires,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  added  to  the  number  of 
commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into, 
detecting  and  defeating  all  conspiracies  which  may  be 
formed  \n  this  State  against  the  liberties  of  America. 


SATURDAY  MORNING, 

March  8,  1 777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  lo  adjournment. 

Present — Brigr.  Genl.  Ten  Broecl;,  President. 

C(j1.  Lott,  Capt.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  IJenniue,  Mr.  Beek- 
man.  Major  Van  Zandl,  Mr.  Duane  -/'or  New-York. 
Major  Lawrence — For  Queens. 

.Major  Locl>wooil,  Col.  Dral<e,  Mr.  Mills — For  Westcliesler 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr. Ten  Broeclf,  Mr.  Adgale,  .VIr.  Gansevoort — 
For  Albany. 

Col.  Allison,  Mr.  Wisncr  — jFor  Orange. 

Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Veder,  Jlr.  Newkirk— For  Tnjon. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Yiohnn—For  Suffolk. 

Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Ilea,  Col.  lie  Wilt — For  Ulster. 

Capt,  Pl.ill,  Mr.  H.  Schcnk,  jMr.  R.  R.  Livingston— f'or  Dutchess. 

Mr.  Stevens— for  Cumberland. 

A  letter  from  General  Scott,  dated  Fishkill,  March  7, 
1777,  wherein  he  suggests  the  propriety  (if  the  enemy 
should  evacuate  the  city  of  New-York,  as  is  reported,)  of 
ordering  down  a  body  of  militia  of  ihis  Slate,  to  take  pos- 
session of  it  before  the  Connecticut  militia  enter  ilie  same; 
and  offers  his  services  to  take  the  command,  was  read,  and 
commuted  lo  Capt.  Piatt  and  Mr.  Oansevoort. 

A  letter  from  Philip  Corinyne,  chairman  of  Coxsackie 
district,  enclosing  the  depositions  of  Cornelius  Connine, 
Marmanns  Schuyler,  Richard  Van  Den  Bcrgh,  Thos. 
Hooghtaling  and  Henry  Van  Bergen,  relative  to  the  conr 
duel  and  language  of  Richard  Tliurman,  at  the  lime  when 
Capt.  Hooglitaling's  company  of  militia  was  mustered  for 
the  purpose  of  dralling  every  fifth  man  to  march  and  rein- 
force the  garrison  of  Ticonderoga  by  order  of  Genl.  Schuy- 
ler, was  read. 
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Ordered,  That  llie  same  be  referred,  and  transmitted  to 
the  commissioners  for  inquiring  into,  detecting,  &c.  all 
conspiracies,  &c. 

A  report  of  Robert  Boyd  and  Samuel  Brewster,  ii.s- 
quires,  relative  to  the  Forest  of  Dean  furnace,  was  read. 

And  ,  , 

Ordered,  That  Major  Tappen  and  Mr.  Denning,  be  a 

committee  to  confer  with  Mr.  Boyd  on  the  subject,  and 
make  report.  ,  . ,  r 

A  letter  from  the  Honble.  John  Hancock,  President  ol 
Congress,  dated  Jany.  24,  on  the  subject  of  this  State 
being  unrepresented  in  Congress ;  and  two  letters  from 
the  Honourable  Francis  Lewis,  the  one  dated  Jany. 
16,  and  the  other  Jany.  31,  were  respectively  read,  and 
committed  to  the  same  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  letters  from  Mr.  Hancock,  received  on  the  6th  inst.. 

A  letter  from  the  Honourable  Samuel  Chase,  dated 
Baltimore,  January  23d,  enclosing  a  printed  resolve,  ap- 
pointing a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Hessian  generals  and  officers,  towards  the  troops  and  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States,  was  read,  and  commitied 
to  Mr.  Morris. 

A  letter,  signed  Ml.  Hillegus,  Continental  Treasurer, 
without  a  direction,  dated  Baltimore,  February  16,  1777, 
brought  by  Mr.  Wm.  Dodd,  (together  with  the  Continen- 
tal loan  office  certificates  for  this  State,)  containing  a  list 
of  the  quantity  and  denominalion  of  the  said  certificates 
and  directions  to  be  obscived  by  the  commissioner  of  the 
said  loan  office  in  this  State,  was  read.    And  thereupon,  | 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioner  for  borrowing  money 
in  this  State,  be  informed  that  the  Continental  loan  office 
certificates  for  such  money  have  arrived,  and  that  he  be  re- 
quested to  attend  this  House  without  delay.  And 

Ordered,  That  Gerard  Bancker,  Esqr.  Vice-Treasurer 
of  this  State,  do  receive  from  Mr.  Win.  Dodd  the  Continental 
certificates  sent  to  the  commissionerof  this  State  by  Ml.  Hil- 
legas.  Esquire,  the  Continental  Treasurer;  that  he  keep  them 
in  safety  till  furtlicr  orders  ;  and  that  he  give  Mr.  Dodd 
duplicate  receipts  for  the  same  ;  and  that  he  inform  Mr. 
Hillcgas  by  letter,  that  tlie  commissioner  resides  in  Alba- 
ny, but  is  sent  for  to  receive  the  certificates  ;  and  that  re- 
ceipts shall  then  be  taken  from  him  and  forwarded  agreea- 
ble to  Mr.  Hillegas's  request. 
On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  tlie  keeper  of  the  jail  in  Kingston  be  di- 
rected to  take  the  irons  from  off  Malcom  Morrison,  who  is 
confined  in  the  said  jail. 

Whereas,  a  certain  James  McGloghlen  was,  by  order 
of  the  committee  for  detecting  and  defeating  conspiracies, 
&c.  sent  to  labour  on  board  the  Continental  ships  built 
at  Poughkccpsie,  and  ihai  lie  was  afterwards  sent  by  some 
person  not  authorized,  to  the  jail  in  Kingston,  wherein  he 
is  now  confined  ; 

Or  dered,  That  the  keeper  of  the  jail  at  Kingston,  be 
directed  to  discharge  the  said  James  McGloghlen. 

The  memorial  of  Wm.  Malcom,  in  belialf  of  himself 
and  the  other  owners  of  briganlinc  Janet,  was  read,  and 
committed  to  Capt.  Rutgers  and  Maj.  Lawrence. 

The  commillee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
Col.  Henry  B.  Livingston,  delivered  in  their  Te[)0rt,  which 
was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  is  as  tollows,  to  wit : 

"That  Colonel  Henry  B.  Livingston  be  requested  to 
cause  Samuel  Brown  to  be  sent  to  Dutchess  county  jail, 
there  to  be  kept  in  safe  custody,  until  some  proper  court 
be  appointed  for  trial  of  tiie  like  offence  with  which  lie 
stands  charged. 

"  That  Col.  Henry  B.  Livingston  be  empowered  to  pur- 
chase all  the  arms,  that  arc  private  property  of  any  of  tlie 
soldiers  in  his  regiment,  provided  tlicy  can  be  had  at  such 
prices  as,  in  his  judgincnt,  may  be  reasonal)lc  ;  andtiiat  he 
transmit  an  account  of  liie  said  arms,  together  with  the 
prices  of  the  same,  to  Convention,  wlio  will  make  provi- 
sion for  the  payment  of  tiie  same. 

"  That  as  to  the  leathern  caps  mentioned  in  Col.  Living- 


ston's letter,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  tliat,  consider- 
ing the  great  scarcity  of  leather  and  the  singularity  of  lea- 
ther caps,  it  will  be  imprudent  to  contract  lor  tlicm. 

"  That  as  to  the  allowance  of  twenty  shillings  per  man 
to  the  recruiting  officers,  your  committee  arc  of  opinion 
that  as  there  is  a  committee  appointed  to  consider  of  ways 
and  means  for  filling  up  the  regiments,  it  would  bo  impro- 
per to  make  any  further  allowance  at  present." 

An  account  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Piatt,  of  Col.  Smith's 
regiment  of  militia  drafts  raised  on  Long  island,  amount- 
ing to  eiglit  pounds,  for  the  last  half  of  the  bounty  allowed 
to  the  said  drafts,  by  him  paid  to  Nathaniel  Siimh,  Mat- 
thew Beal  and  Thomas  Peters,  was  read.  The  said  ac- 
count being  duly  sworn  to,  and  audited  by  the  committee 
of  accounts  ;  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pav  unto 
Capt.  Nathaniel  Piatt,  or  his  order,  the  sum  of  eight  pounds, 
to  reimburse  him  for  tlie  half  bounty  paid  to  Nathaniel 
Smith,  Matthew  Beal  and  Thoma^  Peters,  privates  of  his 
company  of  militia  drafts  raised  on  Long  island,  and  in 
Col.  Smith's  regiment. 

A  pay  and  subsistence  roll  of  part  of  Capt.  Nathaniel 
Piatt's  company  of  Col.  Smith's  regiment  of  draiis  of  the 
Long  island  militia,  part  of  which  joined  Col.  Henry  B. 
Livingston's  regiment,  amounting  to  £141  17^.  Sd.  was 
read.  The  said  roll  being  duly  sworn  to,  was  audited  by 
the  committee  of  accounts  ;  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Capt. 
Nathaniel  Platl  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty-one 
pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eight  pence,  in  full  for  the 
said  pay  and  subsistence  roll. 

A  pay  roll  of  Capt.  Marcus  Demoth's  company  of  ran- 
gers, raised  in  Trvon  county,  commencing  the  first  day  of 
January,  1777,  to  the  31st  day  of  the  same  month,  inclu- 
sive, amounting  to  £193  2s.  6d.  sworn  to  by  the  said  cap- 
tain, and  delivered  in  as  audited  by  the  committee  for 
auditing  accounts,  as  by  them  audited  and  allowed,  was 
read,  and  thereupon, 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Capt. 
Marcus  Demoth  the  sum  of  £198  2s.  6d.  in  full  for  the 
said  pay  roll. 

A  subsistence  roll  of  the  said  company  of  rangers,  from 
the  said  first  day  of  January  to  the  31st  of  the  same  month, 
inclusive,  amounting  to  £1.51  6s.  \0d.  sworn  to  and  audit- 
ed, and  delivered  in  like  manner  as  the  above  pay  roll,  was 
read  ;  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Capt. 
Marcus  Demoth  the  sum  of  £1.51  6s.  lOd.  in  full  for  the 
said  snbsislcnce  roll. 

A  pay  roll  of  tiie  said  company  of  rangers,  from  the  1st 
day  of  February,  1777,  to  the  2Sth  of  the  same  month, 
amounting  to  £193  2s.  6d.  sworn  to,  audited  and  delivered 
in  like  manner  as  the  above  pay  and  subsistence  rolls,  was 
read  ;  lhereu]ion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Capt. 
Marcus  Demoth  the  sum  of  £198  2s.  6d.  in  full  for  the  said 
pay  roll. 

A  subsistence  roll  of  the  said  company  of  rangers,  from 
the  said  first  day  of  Feby.  to  the  28th  of  the  same  month, 
amounting  to  £136  16s.  sworn  to,  audited  and  delivered  in 
like  manner  as  the  above  pay  and  subsistence  rolls,  was 
read  ;  and  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Capt. 
Marcus  Demoth  the  sum  of  £136  16s.  in  full  for  the  said 
subsistence  roll. 


,  .    MONDAY  MORNING, 

March  10,  1777. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

rBESENT— Lrigr.  GcnI.  Tea  liioocic,  rre^idcnt. 
Mr.  J)ennin!i,  Maj.  Van  ZaniU,  Capt.  Uutjcrs,  Mr.  Duaae,  Col.  Lott, 
Mr.  Bcckman,  .Mr.  Dunscorab — for  New-York. 
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Major  Lawrence — For  Queens. 

Mr.  Morris,  Col.  Van  Cortlandl,  Jud^c  Graham,  Col.  Drake,  Major 
Lockwood,  Mr.  Wills  — i'or  H'cstchcslcr. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Ten  Brorck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Adgalc, 
Col.  Van  Rensselaer — For  ^ilbaiiy. 

Col.  Allison— for  Orange. 

Mr.  Stevens— i'or  CMinberland. 

Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Xewkirk— >'or  Tryon. 

Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Smith— J'or  Suffolk. 

Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Rea,  Col.  Dewit— For  Ulster. 

Mr.  Henry  Schenk,  Capt.  Piatt,  Mr.  R.  U.  Livingston— i'or  Dutchess. 

Mr.  W  isner  Senr.  having  absented  liiinself  wiihoui  leave, 
by  which  means  the  couiiiy  of  Orange  is  unrepresented. 

Ordered,  That  a  mes.scnger  be  dL-spaiclied  to  iiolify  Mr. 
Wisner,  Senr.  that  his  immediate  attendance  on  Conven- 
tion is  required,  and  that  Mr.  \\'isner  pay  the  expense  of 
the  messenger. 

Resolved,  That  the  case  of  James  Kmitli  and  James 
Acton,  two  persons  confined  in  the  jail  of  Kingslon,  charged 
with  horse  steahng,  be  referred  to  the  commiiiee  of  Kmgs- 
ton,  who  are  authorized  to  take  siicli  measures  in  the  pre- 
mises as  to  them  shall  appear  necessary. 

A  letter  from  the  Honle.  John  Hancock,  dated  February 
25,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  February  24th,  desiring  this 
State  to  guard  the  passes  in  the  Highlands  wiili  militia  ; 
and  a  letter  from  General  Washington,  dated  at  Morris 
Town,  March  1st,  relative  to  the  arms  carried  olf  by  the 
discharged  troops,  and  requesting  Convention  to  exert 
themselves  in  expediting  the  recruiting  and  equipping  tlie 
battalions  raising  in  this  State,  were  respeciivelv  read  and 
committed  to  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  and  lAIr.  Duane. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Bovd  on 
the  subject  of  employing  the  furnace  at  the  Forest  of  Dean, 
reported.    And  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Leonard,  the  present  possessor  of 
that  furnace,  be  informed  that  this  Convention  do  not  in- 
cline to  engage  in  the  iron  works  at  the  Forest  of  Dean, 
but  that  they  will  purchase,  at  a  reasonable  rate,  all  such 
cannon  as  upon  due  proof  appear  to  be  good,  or  any  can- 
non ball  which  may  be  cast  at  the  said  works  before  the 
first  day  of  November  next. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
General  Scott  on  the  subject  of  the  report  of  the  enemy's 
evacuating  New-York,  reported  the  draft  of  a  letter  in  an- 
swer thereto,  which  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  Sir — I  am  directed  by  tlie  Convention  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  7th  instant,  and  inform 
you  that  they  have  no  reason  to  credit  the  report  of  the 
evacuation  of  New- York  bv  the  enemy,  and  are  fully  of 
opinion  with  you,  that  should  such  an  event  take  place,  it 
ought,  if  practicable,  to  be  first  entered  by  the  troops  from 
this  State. 

"  Yours,  &c. 

"  By  order. 

"To  Genl.  Scott." 

Resolved,  That  such  of  the  privates  of  Capt.  Haas- 
brouck's  company  of  rangers  as  have  deserted,  on  return- 
ing the  bounty  by  them  received,  and  foregoing  the  pay 
and  subsistence  now  due  to  them,  be  pardoned  and  dis- 
charged. 

Resolved,  That  Anthony  Rutgers  and  Benjamin  New- 
kirk,  Esqrs.  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  empowered  to  take 
such  anchors  and  cables  lor  the  public  service,  as  may  be 
spared  from  the  vessels  now  in  Hudson's  river,  they  pay- 
ing to  the  owners  the  value  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  in  each 
town,  borough,  manor,  precinct  and  district,  do  proceed  to 
elect,  at  the  usual  time  and  place  of  election  in  each  town, 
borongli,  manor,  precinct  or  district,  constables,  overseers 
of  the  highway  and  of  the  poor,  lence  viewers,  pound  mas- 
ters and  four  clerks. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  aforegoing  resolution  be 
Iransmittcd  to  the  chairmen  of  the  county  committees,  who 
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are  requested  to  send  copies  to  the  district  committees,  and 
that  it  be  published  in  the  newspapers. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for 
expediting  the  recruiting  service,  delivered  in  a  report, 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal 
and  consideration  of  the  members. 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  officers  of  the  five 
Continental  regiments  raising  in  this  Slate,  be  requested  to 
send  returns  of  their  respective  regiments  to  tliis  ('onveii- 
tion,  specifying  particularly  the  number  of  men  enlisted  by 
each  officer,  to  the  end  this  Convention  may  be  inkirmed 
of  the  state  of  the  said  regiments,  and  know  wlieilicr  any 
and  whicli  of  the  said  officers  have  been  inattentive  to  the 
recruiting  duty. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  sixteen  shillings,  exclusive 
of  what  may  be  given  by  Congress,  be  allowed  to  each 
recruiting  officer  of  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth  and  fifth 
battalions  raising  in  this  State,  for  every  man  who  shall 
pass  muster,  that  he  hath  enlisted  or  may  hereafter  enlist, 
for  his  expense  and  trouble  in  recruiting  the  sauie. 

On  reading  a  letter  from  Cadwallader  Golden,  Esquire, 
directed  to  and  communicated  by  Mr.  Denning,  the  Con- 
vention came  to  the  following  resolution,  to  wit  : 

Whereas  Cadwallader  Colden,  Esq.  has  made  applica- 
tion to  this  Convenlion  for  liberty  to  remove  his  tamiiy  and 
elfccis  to  New-York  : 

R-'.solved,  That  Cadwallader  Colden,  Esq.  be  permitted 
on  his  parol,  to  repair  to  Fishkill,  to  the  commissioners, 
<S:c.  in  order  to  take  the  benefit  of  a  resolution  of  the  7th 
day  of  ^larch,  for  discharging  persons  confined  by  parole 
or  otherwise  lor  inimical  practices  against  the  liberties  of 
the  American  States,  and  that  the  Secretaries  take  the  said 
parol  :  and, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  deliver  a  copy  of  the 
said  resolution  of  the  said  seventh  day  of  March,  lor  dis- 
charging persons  confined  by  parol,  to  the  jail  keeper  of 
the  town  of  Kingston,  and  direct  him  to  read  the  said  reso- 
lutions to  the  prisoners  in  his  custody,  committed  as  inimi- 
cal to  the  liberties  of  America. 

On  reading  an  account  of  sundry  articles  of  clothing 
purchased  by  Philip  Leek  for  the  use  of  this  State,  and 
.Mr.  Leek's  request  that  £200  may  be  paid  on  account  to 
Major  Lockwood,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Philip  Leek, 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  £200  accordingly  be  paid  to 
Major  Lockwood,  for  the  use  of  Mr.  Leek,  on  the  Presi- 
dent's warrant,  on  account  of  the  said  clothing. 

That  ]\Ir.  Leek  be  informed  that  he  send  the  articles 
which  he  already  hath,  or  hereafter  may  purchase,  for  the 
use  of  this  State,  to  Mr.  John  Henry,  commissary  of 
clothing  for  Continental  troops  in  this  State,  at  the  store  at 
Fishkill. 

That  this  Convenlion  hath  already  procured  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  shirts,  and  that  no  more  mittens  will  be  neces- 
sary, and  that  he  will  therefore  confine  his  future  pur- 
chases to  blankets,  stockings,  hats,  leather  breeches, 
osnaburgs  or  other  stuff  fit  for  overalls.  x\nd  that  the 
Secretary  transmit  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  Mr.  Leek. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  devise 
ways  and  means  to  preserve  the  corn  fields  and  meadow 
lands  in  those  parts  of  Westchester  county  where  the  fen- 
ces have  been  destroyed  by  the  movements  of  the  armies. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  Westchester  county  be 
a  committee  for  that  purpose. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  no.  a.  m. 

March  11,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Phese.vt — Briizr.  GcnI.  Ten  Broeck,  Presidl, 

Col.LoU,  Mr.  Dunne,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Ccckmnn,  Mr.  Rutgers, 
Mr.  Denning,  .Major  Van  Z.indt,  .Mr.  P.  Livingston— i^'or  New-York. 
Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  \Vm.  Smith- /•'or  Suffolk. 
Col.  Allison,  Mr.  Joseph  Smith,  Col.  Sherwood—i'or  Orange. 
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r  nl  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  John  Ten  lirocck,  Mr.  Ganse- 
«ooM  Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Taylor — For  Jllbany. 
Mr.  Toppen,  Mr.  Bea,  Mr.  Canline,  Col.  Dewit — For  Ulster. 
Itfajor  Lawrence— J"or  Queens. 
Mr.  Slevens — For  Cumberland. 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Major  Lockwood,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Mills, 
Col.  Brake,  Mr.  Morris — For  Westchester. 
Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Major  Schenk— for  Dutchess. 
Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  iVewkerk— for  Tryon. 

Messrs.  Tappen  and  John  Ten  Broeck,  of  the  coni- 
mitlee  appointed  on  the  25lh  and  28lli  ulto.  to  examine 
John  Cuirimings  and  olhcrs,  reported  that  they  had  taken 
the  examinations,  on  oath,  of  llie  several  persons  who  they 
were  directed  by  Convention  to  examine,  and  delivered  in 
the  following  examinations,  which  were  read,  viz  : 

1st.  The  examination  and  deposition  of  Cadwallader 
Golden,  Esquire,  taken  the  5lh  inslant. 

2nd.  The  examination  and  deposition  of  Hugh  Dennis- 
ton,  taken  and  sworn  to  the  7th  insl. 

3rd.  The  examination  and  deposition  of  John  Camming, 
Esq.  sworn  to  and  taken  the  8lh  inst. 

4lh.  The  examination  and  deposition  of  Alex.  Cruik- 
shank,  sworn  to  and  taken  the  10th  instant. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  prepare  copies  of  the 
said  several  examinations  or  de[)Ositions,  and  that  they  be 
transmitted  to  His  Excellency,  Genl.  Washington. 

Mr.  Hobart  informed  the  Convention  that  it  will  be  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  the  committee  appointed  to  repair  to 
York  Town  in  Pennsylvania,  to  set  off  to-morrow.  There- 
fore, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Col.  Robert  Van  Rensse- 
laer be  and  is  hereby  appointed  a  commissioner  in  the  stead 
of  Robert  Yates,  Esq.  (who  is  absent)  to  repair  to  York 
Town,  in  Pennsylvania,  with  iVIr.  Hobart,  pursuant  to  the 
resolution  of  the  7th  instant. 

Major  Lockwood,  1st  major  of  the  2nd  regiment  of  mi- 
litia in  W^estchester  county,  delivered  in  a  roll  of  the 
names  of  the  several  persons  in  Westchester  comity  wlio 
have  taken  the  oath  or  atfirmation  of  allegiance  before 
him,  in  obedience  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Representatives 
of  this  State  of  the  27lh  December  last. 

Mr.  Duane  (according  to  order)  reported  the  draft  of  a 
letter  to  the  Honourable  Congress  in  answer  to  the  several 
letters  from  the  President  thereof,  of  the  18tli,  28th  and 
31st  Jany.  and  20th  February,  wliich  was  read  and  ap- 
proved of,  and  is  in  the  words  following  : 

"Kingston,  ilth  March,  1777. 

"  Sir — I  have  the  honour  of  your  several  favours  of  the 
18th,  28ih  and  31st  of  January  and  the  20th  of  February, 
which  have  been  hud  before  the  Convention.  I  am  direct- 
ed to  inform  you  that  the  Convention  are  relieved  from 
great  anxiety  by  the  prospect  which  is  held  up  in  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Honourable  Congress  of  the  of  obtain- 
ing clothing  for  their  levies.  The  commissary  of  clothing 
for  this  Stale  is  instructed  to  make  a  return  to  His  Excel- 
lency General  Wasliington  of  such  necessaries  as  we  liave 
been  unable  to  supfily  ;  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  the 
complaints  of  the  troops  on  that  head  will  soon  be  silenc- 
ed. It  gives  the  Convention  great  satisfaction  that  their 
efforts  in  the  common  cause  meet  with  approbation ;  and 
for  the  particular  attention  which  has  been  paid  to  their  ad- 
dress to  the  inhabitants  of  liiis  Stale,  you  will  be  pleased 
to  communicate  to  Congress  their  thankful  acknowledg- 
ments. 

"V/e  are  sensible.  Sir,  of  the  necessity  of  keeping  a 
constant  and  full  representation  at  Congress,  and  can, 
therefore,  only  deplore  ihosc  unforlunale  circumstances 
which  have  rendered  it  nnpossible  to  do  it,  consistent  wiih 
that  regard  which  was  due  to  the  general  wcltare  or  the 
move  immediate  security  of  this  Slate,  invaded  on  every 
side,  contending  witli  foreign  enemies  and  intestine  foes, 
and  with  all  the  evils  of  an  unsettled  and  irregular  govern- 
ment, besides  the  additional  cares  of  contributing  lo  the 


supply  of  two  armies  of  the  Continental  troops,  posted 
within  the  Stale,  we  could  not  but  wish  lo  avail  ourselves 
of  the  assistance  of  every  genileman  in  whom  tlie  people 
reposed  a  confidence,  or  who  could  be  useful  in  keeping 
up  their  spirits,  counteracting  the  designs  of  our  eneiiiies, 
or  in  framing  a  government  which  may  give  vigour  and 
stability  to  our  present  operaiions,  and  secure  our  future 
happiness  and  tranquillity  ;  more  espcciallv  as  uiir  depend- 
ence on  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  Congress  left  us  no 
room  for  apprehending  that  the  absence  of  our  Dclc2ales 
would  be  mjurious  lo  this  State,  or  the  gcnci^l  cause  of 
America. 

"  We  have  now  the  pleasure  to  assure  you  that  from  the 
feeble  operaiions  of  the  enemy  in  New-York,  thcsr  circum- 
scribed posture,  and  repeated  checks  in  New-Jersev,  and 
the  impracticability  of  their  crossing  the  ice  from  Canada, 
our  prospects  brighten  ;  that  our  Constitution  is  nearly  set- 
tled, and  that  we  hope  in  a  short  time  to  comply  with  the 
request  of  Congress,  and  to  render  any  future  resoluuons 
on  that  head  unnecessary. 

"  I  am  further  directed  sir,  to  assure  you  that  the  Con- 
vention will  give  the  necessary  orders  for  recording  ihe 
Declaration  of  Independence  of  the  Honourable  Coni^ress, 
and  preserving  it  among  the  archives  of  this  Stale. 

"The  Conveniion  previous  to  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress, respecting  the  prices  of  commodities,  and  the  credit 
of  the  paper  money,  had  taken  those  subjects  under  consi- 
deration, and  esieem  them  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance. 
Upon  this  occasion  they  passed  ihe  resolutions  enclosed. 
The  letter  to  the  committee  of  the  Massachuselts  J3av,  in 
answer  to  one  from  Mr.  Sullivan,  their  cliairman,  copies 
whereof  I  have  the  honour  lo  transmit,  contain  ilic  reasons 
on  which  lliose  resolutions  are  founded,  and  our  objections 
to  the  mode  which  they  have  been  pleased  to  adopt.  Ear- 
nestly desirous,  however,  to  cooperate  wiih  our  siiter 
States  in  any  further  expedient  which  may  be  thought  wise 
or  salutary  for  preserving  the  credit  of  the  Coiuinenial  cur- 
rency, supplying  the  army  with  necessaries,  and  preventing 
the  growing  scarcity  and  immoderate  price  of  provisions 
and  clothing,  the  Conveniion  have  appointed  Deputies  to 
attend  the  proposed  conference,  at  Yoik,  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  sincerely  wish  it  may  be  productive  of  solid  advanta- 
ges. 

"  I  have  the  iionour  lo  be, 

''Willi  great  respect,  sir, 
"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servt. 
"To  the  Honle.  Joh.v  H.incock." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  grant  letters  of  ad- 
ministration on  the  estate  of  Samuel  Patrick,  deceased,  to 
any  reputable  resident  wilhin  this  Colony,  able  to  oive  the 
usual  and  necessary  securities  for  that  purpose.  And  that 
in  the  mean  lime,  all  monies  payable  by  this  Convention 
to  ihe  estate  of  the  said  Samuel  Patrick,  be  retained  until 
such  administration  is  granted. 

John  Sloss  Hobart,  Esq.  delivered  in  an  account  for  the 
expenses  of  a  committee  ol  Convention  sent  to  I.,ebanon,  by 
order  of  Convention,  16  days  at  125.  per  day,  to  the  9lh 

of  Augt.  l"ist,  the  day  of  his  return,  '. .    £'9  12  0 

Also  an  account  of  expenses  of  the  Coinmitice 

sent  to  Kings  county,  to  secure  the  stock  and 

grain  in  the  said  county  from  the  enemy,   4  16  0 


£14  OS  0 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  lo  Jno. 
Sloss  Hobart,  Esqr.  on  his  receipt  in  lull  lor  the  same,  the 
sum  of  fourteen  pounds  eiglil  shillings,  for  the  said  two 
accounts. 

The  committee  of  Kingston  recommended  Anthony 
Turk  and  Petrus  Westfall,  for  butchers  in  ihe  town  of 
Kingston,  and  request  a  pass  may  be  given  to  each  of 
ihem  to  go  into  ihe  other  counties  to  purchase  cattle  and 
sheep. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  or  one  of  them  give  eacli 
of  them  a  pass. 

Colonel  Curtenius  delivered  in  an  account  of  the  goods 
purchased  by  him  for  the  Continental  troops,  by  order  of 
Convention,  which  was  read  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit :  [Ac- 
count not  entered.] 

Colonel  Curtenius  also,  on  request,  came  into  Conven- 
tion and  gave  the  House  information  of  sundry  other  arti- 
cles of  clothing,  which  he  could  obtain  if  necessary.  There- 
upon Mr.  Curtenius  was  requested  to  go  to  the  store  at 
Fishkill,  and  confer  with  the  storekeeper,  and  such  mem- 
bers of  the  late  clothing  committee  as  are  there,  before  any 
further  order  be  made  for  the  purchase  of  clothing. 

A  copy  of  a  certain  vote  and  minutes  of  the  committee 
of  Ulster  county,  dated  the  1  Ith  day  of  February  last,  cer- 
tified by  Robert  Boyd,  Junr.  chairman,  and  "Corns.  C. 
Schoonmaker,  clerk 'of  the  said  committee,  were  handed 
to  the  President  and  read.  It  thereby  appears  that  the  said 
committee  have  resolved  that  a  draft  be  made  by  that  com- 
mittee on  the  President  of  Convention  of  tlie  Stale  of 
New-York,  signed  by  the  chairman  and  attested  by  the 
clerk,  in  favour  of  Robert  Boyd,  Junr.  for  the  sum  of  six 
hundred  pounds,  to  be  receiv'cd  by  him  in  trust  for  the 
county,  for  which  sum  he  shall  account  with  the  committee 
at  their  next  meeting  after  he  shall  receive  the  same. 

The  said  draft  on  the  President  of  Cunvciiiion  for  X"600, 
certified  and  attested  as  aforesaid,  payable  to  ihe  said  Ro- 
bert Boyd,  accompanied  the  said  vote'. 

Thereupon  the  President  issued  his  warrant  to  the  Trea- 
surer in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — In  pursuance  of  certain  resolutions  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  State  of  Ncw-Yorl;,  made  and  passed  in 
Committee  of  Safety,  on  the  Mih  day  of  January  last  past, 
you  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  pay' to  Robert 
Boyd,  Junr.  Esquire,  on  liis  receipt,  the  sum  of  six  hundred 
pounds,  for  the  use  of  the  county  of  Ulsicr,  and  charge 
the  same  to  the  said  county." 

A  letter  from  Cadwalladcr  Coldcn,  Esqr.  dated  the  9th 
inst.  was  read,  and  the  resolution  thereon  read  and  agreed 
to,  with  the  order  thereon  to  the  Secretaries  to  serve  a  copy  | 
of  the  resolutions  of  the        inst.  as  follows,  to  wit :  [Not  I 
entered.] 

A  letter  from  Philip  Lcck,  dated  27th  February,  1777,  I 
as  to  clothing,  was  read  ;  resolution  thereon  agreed  to,  as 
follows  :  [Not  entcreil.] 

A  resolution  that  the  commiiicc  of  Westchester  devise 
wa^s  and  means,  &c.    [Not  entered.] 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Ge- 
neral Bayley,  of  the  27lli  February  last,  and  ihe  papers 
■which  accompanied  the  same,  and  General  Schuyler's 
letter  of  the  4th  March,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read. 

The  said  letters  and  the  papers  which  accompanied  the 
same  were  then  read. 

The  said  report  being  then  read  by  paragraphs,  after 
some  time  spent  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  rccoinmmed  to  the 
same  committee,  and  that  Messrs.  Duanc  and  Taylor  be 
added  to  that  commiitee. 

A  letter  from  Capt.  Alexander  Haimiion,  dated  at  .Mor- 
ris Town,  on  the  6th  of  Match,  and  giving  an  account  of  i 
the  artillery  company  raised  in  tins  Stale,  was  read.  | 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  relcrred  to  .Mr.  Cuyler  j 
and  Mr.  Morris. 

Resolved,  'I'hat  Mrs.  Rebecca  Patrick  and  (Jcorcc  Leo- 
nard be  appointed,  and  hereby  arc  ap(ioiiurd,  acbiiinis- 
tratrix  and  administrator  of  tiic  estate  of  Sainl.  I'atrirk 
deceased,  on  llieir  givinir  bond  to  llie  i^rcsiilent  of  this 
Convention  in  the  sum  of  JJ  IOOO,  ti>^oihcr  wiili  Joshua  H. 
Smith  and  Robert  Boyd,  F.squircs.  boiiiui  as  sureties  tlicre- 
in,  and  conditioned  for  the  t.iiihliil  administration  of  the 
said  estate,  and  taking  the  usual  oath  of  adminisiralors  be- 
fore the  said  President,  wliicli  he  is  hereby  cm[.o\vercd 
to  administer. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

March  12///,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigr.  Genl.  Tea  Broeclt,  President. 

Col.  Lott,  Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Mr.  Dennins;,  Capt.  Kulqers,  Major 
Van  Zantlt,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  ftlr.  Beckman,  Mr.  Duane — Fur  Neu'-Vork. 
Major  Lawrence — For  Queens. 

Col.  Van  Cortlanilt,  Col.  Dra!;e,  Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr. 
Morris — For  IVestchester. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Ailgate, 
Mr.  Cujlcr,  Mr.  Taylor— i-'or  Albany. 

Mr.  Joseph  H.  Smith,  Col.  Sherwood,  Col.  Allison,  Mr.  Wisner — 
For  Orange. 

Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Newkirk—i^or  Tryon. 
Mr.  Smith— for  Suffolk. 

Maj.  Parks,  Mr.  Contine,  Mr.  Ray,  Col.  Dewilt,  Mr.  Tappen— for 
Ulster. 

Mr.  Henry  Schenk,  Capt.  Piatt,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — For  Dutchess. 
Mr.  Stevens — For  Cumberland. 

On  the  application  of  Lieut.  Col.  Marinus  Willett,  of 
Col.  Gansevoorl's  regiment,  by  his  letter,  dated  at  Fishkill, 
March  7,  1777, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Lieut.  Col.  Marinus  Willett,  the  sum  of  eight  hundred 
pounds,  on  account  of  bounty  money  for  Col.  Gansevoorl's 
regiment ;  that  he  deliver  tlie  said  sum  to  Capl.  Janseii, 
(to  be  by  him  conveyed  to  Lieut.  Col.  Willet,)  and  charge 
the  same  as  so  much  advanced  on  account  of  bounty  to 
Colo.  Gansevoorl's  regiment. 

Messrs.  Cuyler  and  Taylor,  who  were  directed  to  repair 
to  Genl.  George  Clinton,  licnl.  James  Clinton,  Genl.  Mc- 
Dougail  and  General  Washington,  being  returned,  delivered 
in  their  report,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  That  your  committee  wailed  on  General  Georae  Clin- 
ton, and  were  informed  by  him  that  the  obstruction  of  the 
navigation  is  in  great  forwardness  ;  a  number  of  frames 
and  blocks  are  ready  for  sinking;  the  timber  for  buoying 
the  chain  prepared  ;  and  from  the  forwardness  of  the  work 
your  commiitee  are  led  to  believe  the  whole  will  be  com- 
pleted by  the  tiine  fixed  by  Genl.  George  Cliulon.  The 
number  and  weight  of  artillery  required  for  the  works  to  de- 
fend the  obstruction,  the  number  of  men  now  under  Genl. 
George  Clinton's  command,  together  with  every  other  in- 
formation obtained  from  liim,  are  in  paper  No.  1. 

"  Your  committee  next  re[)aircd  to  Genl.  James  Clinton, 
at  Fort  Montgomery  ;  received  from  him  returns  of  the 
strength  of  that  and  the  other  fortress  under  his  command, 
to  which  your  committee  begs  leave  to  refer  you. 

"  Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  with  General  Jame3 
Clinton,  that  at  least  one  thousand  men  are  required  to  de- 
fend Fort  Montgomery  ;  that  Fort  Constitution,  Iruin  its 
disadvantageous  situation,  may  be  easily  taken,  sliould'  it 
be  beseiged  with  artillery. 

"  Your  committee  waited  on  Genl.  McDougall  ;  gave 
him  the  information  ihcy  had  obtained  ;  sugge.->ied  to  him 
the  propriety  of  putting  those  posts  in  a  proper  slate  of  de- 
fence ;  for  his  answer  to  those  suggestions  and  inquiries, 
direrled  to  be  laid  before  Genl.  McDougall,  we  refer  you 
to  paper  No  2. 

"  Your  committee  next  waited  on  General  Washington  ; 
laid  before  his  Excellency  ihc  information  they  had  ob- 
tained ;  mentioned  the  impracticability  of  calling  out  the 
militia  of  this  Stale  ;  assigned  the  reasons  ;  iunted  to  His 
Excellency  the  propriety  of  appointing  a  di.screet  and  vigi- 
lant officer  to  command  the  posts  in  the  Hii^lilands;  ob- 
served to  him  that  the  Convention  esteemed  General  James 
Clinton  as  a  brave  oflicer — a  gentleman  willing  to  obey 
every  order  from  his  superior — one  who  would  appear  to 
niore  advantage  in  the  field  than  in  a  garrison  ;  that  a  more  ■ 
active  officer  ought  to  command  so  important  a  pa^s  as  tlie 
Highlands.  Your  committee  mentioned  to  His  Excel- 
lency that  it  was  the  wish  of  Convenlion  that  General 
George  Clinton  might  be  appointed,  with  the  advantages 
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that  would  result  from  such  an  appointment.  Your  com- 
iiiiilcc  mentioned  to  His  Excellency  tlie  impossibility  of 
nrocuring  cannon  for  the  frigates  in  this  Stale,  or  at  iSalis- 
burv,  in  any  convenient  lime  ;  that  from  the  information  of 
jjcnry  Livingston,  and  other  corroborating  circumstances, 
Convention  were  led  to  believe  the  enemy  intends  pene- 
trating up  Hudson's  river,  in  which  case  those  frigates,  if 
properly  fitted,  would  be  of  the  utmost  importance. 

"His  Excellency  answered,  that  it  was  out  of  his  power 
to  appoint  general  officers  ;  that  he  had  the  highest  opinion 
of  General  George  Clinton's  abilities  ;  that  nothing  on  his 
part  should  be  wanting  to  forward  the  wishes  of  Conven- 
tion in  respect  to  that  gentleman  ;  that  the  same  complaint 
prevailed  to  the  southward,  in  respect  to  cannon,  as  with 
us  ;  that  he  would  answer  us  more  fully,  and  appointed  a 
time  for  that  purpose. 

"  Your  committee  waited  on  His  Excellency  at  the  time 
appointed,  and  were  informed  that  he  could  not  be  seen — 
being  taken  ill  the  day  before  with  a  fever,  which  obliged 
him  to  keep  his  room. 

"  Your  committee  had  an  interview  with  General  Green, 
who  was  directed  by  His  Excellency  to  confer  with  us  on 
the  subject. 

"  Your  committee  laid  before  General  Greene  the  infor- 
mation they  had  collected  at  the  different  posts  on  their 
route,  and  mentioned  such  other  matters  as  are  herein  be- 
fore recited.  General  Greene  said,  as  General  Washing- 
ton before,  that  no  cannon  could  be  procured  to  the  south- 
ward ;  that  as  many  as  were  necessary  for  the  works  to 
defend  the  obstructions  in  the  river,  might  be  had  in  the 
State  of  Rhode-Island  ;  that  he  was  well  assured  from  the 
best  intelligence,  the  enemy  would  not  attempt  penetrating 
up  Hudson's  river  ;  that  the  manning  the  frigates  would 
much  impede  the  completing  of  our  regiments,  the  facili- 
tating of  which  he  most  earncstlv  recommended  to  Con- 
vention ;  that  he  ardently  wished  for  General  George  Clin- 
ton's appointment  in  the  army  ;  that  General  Washington 
stood  ready  to  forward  an  application  to  Congress  from 
Convention,  in  behalf  of  that  gentleman.  General  Greene 
was  of  opinion  that  a  number  of  light  boats  ought  to  be 
built,  likewise,  six  or  eiirht  scows,  for  transporting  artillery, 
stores,  &c.;  that  although  His  Excellency  could  not  give 
orders  for  the  same,  vet  he  conceived  that  an  application 
to  Congress  would  delay  that  necessary  business,  and  was 
therefore  of  opinion  that  Convention  ought  to  take  up  that 
matter  immediately. 

"  Your  committee  are  informed  that  four  regiments  of 
light  horse  are  raising,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
men  each,  which  appears  to  be  very  necessary." 

Paper  No.  1,  referred  to  in  the  loregoing  report,  is  mis- 
sing. 

Paper  No.  2,  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  report. 

"  The  posts  in  the  Highlands  will  be  put  in  the  best 
posture  of  defence  in  my  power  ;  they  are  an  object  of  my 
particular  attention. 

"The  strength  of  the  troops  under  my  command,  con- 
sists of  5SS  rank  and  file.  Bay  militia,  whose  term  of  ser- 
vice expires  the  loth  March.  The  four  York  regiments 
now  at  Fishkill,  47S  rank  and  file,  by  return  of  the  8th 
of  February,  but  have  reason  to  believe  their  strength  is 
increased  since  that. 

"  Col.  Debois's  regiment  is  ordered  to  garrison  Fort 
Montgomery,  as  the  time  of  service  of  the  late  garrison 
expired  the  1st  of  .March.  Col.  Livingston  is  under  march- 
ing orders,  to  reinforce  the  troops  at  Westchester,  if  it 
should  be  absolutely  necessary.  Col.  \  an  Cortlandt  and 
Col.Gansevoort,  will  be  ordered  to  hold  themselves  in  readi- 
ness to  march  on  the  shortest  notice,  to  relieve  the  militia 
at  this  post  and  Fort  Constitution,  when  their  time  of  ser- 
vice expires.  The  troops  who  were  in  the  lower  part  of 
^'estchesier  county,  and  now  in  that  neighbourhood, 
consists  of  600  Connecticut  militia,  who  are  now  at  Rye, 
and  IGO  of  the  York  militia,  at  Mr.  Stephen  Ward's  house. 


The  number  of  men  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  passes 
of  the  Highlands,  depend  on  the  force  which  may  come 
to  attack  them. 

"  I  shall  keep  General  Washington  continually  advised 
of  the  slate  of  the  forts  and  passes;  and  I  am  confident 
he  will  give  them  all  the  security  in  his  power.  The  ene- 
my cannot  make  a  movement  towards  tiiosc  posts  without 
giving  us  many  days'  notice. 

"ALEXR.  McDOUGALL, 

B.  Gad." 

The  said  report  being  read,  was  committed  to  Mr.  liubt. 
R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Ciiyler  and  Mr.  Taylor. 

On  application  of  Colonel  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  bv  let- 
ter, dated  Fishkill,  ALarch  10,  1777, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Col.  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  [louiids 
on  account  of  bounty  for  his  regiment.  Tiiat  the  Treasurer 
deliver  the  said  sum  to  Mr.  Levi  Do  Witt,  agreeable  to 
Col.  Van  Cortlandl's  desire,  to  be  by  him  conveyed  to  Col. 
Van  Cortlandt,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Col.  \'an  Cortlandt  in  his  said  letter,  requests  colours  for 
his  regiment. 

Ordered,  That  the  colonel  be  informed  that  there  are 
no  colours  provided  for  his  regiment,  but  that  orders  will 
be  given  for  the  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Curtenius  be  directed  to  procure  a 
set  of  colours  for  Col.  Van  Cortlandt's  regiment. 

An  account  of  Robert  Boyd,  Junr.  and  Samuel  Brew- 
ster, dated  the  10th  of  .March  instant,  for  six  days'  attend- 
ance of  Robert  Boyd,  Jr.  and  two  days'  attendance  of  Sa- 
muel Brewster,  on  the  business  of  estimating  every  thing 
on  the  ground  at  the  Forest  of  Dean  furnace,  and  making 
a  report  of  the  same,  at  SOs.  per  day,  amounting  to  £8, 
was  exhibited  for  payment.  Thereto  is  subjoined  a  certi- 
ficate of  Benjn.  Ncwkirk  and  Mat.  Adgaie,  two  of  the 
commiitee  for  auditing  accounts,  that  they  have  examined 
the  said  account,  and  do  allow  the  sum  of  eiglit  pounds 
to  Messrs.  Boyd  and  Brewster. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
said  Robert  Boyd,  Junr.  and  Saml.  Brewster,  or  one  of 
them,  the  sum  of  eight  pounds  in  full  for  the  said  account. 

An  account  of  Benjamin  Ehnendorph,  against  the  State 
of  New-York,  dated  the  27th  February,  far  four  days' 
riding  to  Dutchess  county,  to  summon  members  ol  Conven- 
tion to  attend,  amounting  to  four  pounds,  was  exhibited 
for  payment.  Thereto  is  subjoined  a  certificate  of  the  said 
committee  for  auditing  accounts,  that  they  iiave  examined 
the  said  account,  and  do  allow  the  sum  of  fou:  ;  Minds  to 
Benjamin  Elrnendorph. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
said  Benjamin  Elmendorph,  the  sum  of  four  pounds  on  his 
receipt  in  full,  on  said  account. 

An  account  of  Abraham  Heermance,  against  this  State, 
d.ated  the  25tli  February,  1777,  for  four  days'  riding  to 
Fishkill,  to  the  printing  office,  to  procure  handbills,  to  be 
reprinted,  of  the  resolutions  appointing  a  fast  day.  There- 
to is  suijjoined  a  certificate  of  the  said  committee  for  audit- 
ing accounts,  that  they  have  examined  the  said  account, 
and  do  allow  the  same. 

Ordered,  'I  iiat  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
said  Abraham  Heermance,  the  sum  of  four  pounds  on  his 
receipt  in  full,  on  said  account. 

A  letter  signed  Daniel  Wood  and  Richard  Johnson, 
dated  6th  February,  directed  to  Benjn.  Tusteen,  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  Goshen  precinct,  informing  him  that 
agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  committee,  they  superin- 
tended the  election  of  officers  for  the  militia  company  at 
Pechunck,  to  wit  :  Increase  Holley,  capt. ;  David  Rogers, 
1st.  lieul.  ;  James  Wright,  2nd.  lieut.  ;  Charles  Knap, 
ensign. 

Another  letter  signed  John  Beggar  and  Coe  Gale,  dated 
Florida,  Feb.  25,  1777,  directed  to  Benjamin  Tusteen, 
chairman  of  Goshen  precinct  committee,  informing  him 
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that  they  had,  agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  saiJ  coniniit- 
lee,  superintended  the  election  ot  inihtKi  oliicers  lur  tlic 
Florida  company  ni  Col.  ilatliorn's  re;;iinent,  lo  wit:  John 
Sayrs,  captain;  John  Kenedy,  1st  lieutenant;  Uicliard 
Bayley,  2nd.  heutenant ;  John  Wood,  ensign. 

Both  the  said  letters  were  handed  into  Convention  by 
Colonel  Allison,  who  requested  that  connnissions  issue 
thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  coiiimissions  issue  lo  the  aforemen- 
tioned officers. 

A  list  ot  officers  nominated  in  Sterling  company  before 
Richard  Edsall  and  John  Biiz^.ird,  two  of  ilie  precinct 
committee  on  the  3rd  Feby.  1777,  was  handed  in  by  Co- 
lonel Allison,  to  wit:  Henry  Townsend,  ca[)tain  ;  \Vm. 
Fitzgerald,  1st  lieutenant ;  Elisha  Bonnet,  2nd  lieutenant; 
Joseph  Conklin,  ensign. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  Colonel  Halhorn, 
requesting  him  to  transmit  to  Convention  a  true  stale  of 
this  company,  and  thai  Capt.  Plan  draft  ihe  lellcr. 

Capt.  Plait  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter  lo  Col.  Halhorn, 
which  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  as  lollows,  lo  wit : 

"  Sir — Enclosed  is  a  resoluiion  reqturing  you  lo  trans- 
mit a  true  statement  of  the  Sterling  company  of  militia  in 
your  regiment,  in  doing  which  vou  will  please  to  liavc  re- 
gard to  the  political  characters  of  said  cuni(.iany  ;  also  the 
reasons  of  a  new  choice  of  officers  in  said  company,  and 
of  their  attachment  to  the  American  cause,  and  sUL'gest 
whether  the  public  cause  will  noi  be  as  well  served  by 
breaking  up  that  company,  and  joining  ii  lo  the  neighbour- 
ing districts. 

"  To  Col.  Hathokn." 

Ordered,  That  ihe  same  be  transtniitcd. 

"  WiiEKEAS  this  Convention  did  by  a  resolution  of  the 
11th  instant,  appoint  ]\Irs.  Rebecca  Patrick  and  George 
Leonard,  administratrix  and  administrator  of  the  estate  ot 
Samuel  Patrick,  deceased,  on  their  giving  bund  lo  itie 
President  of  this  Convention,  in  the  sum  of  i.'4000,  to- 
gether with  Joshua  H.  Siiiith  and  Robert  i^oyd,  Esquires, 
bound  as  sureties  therein,  and  condiiioned  lor  the  lailliful 
administration  of  the  said  estate,  and  taking  the  usual  oalli 
of  administrators  before  the  said  Presiucnt :  Amd  whereas 
it  is  represented  lo  this  Convention  llial  from  the  indispo- 
sition and  distant  abode  of  ihe  said  licbecca  Patrick,  lier 
attendance  on  the  President  of  this  Convention  will  be  at- 
tended with  extreme  difficulties.  Therclore, 

Reiolved,  Tlial  so  much  of  the  said  resolution  as  re- 
lates lo  her  taking  the  said  oath  before  the  said  President 
be  dispensed  with,  and  that  she  lake  the  usual  'oath  of  ad- 
ministratrix before  Elihu  .Marvin,  Esq.  chairman  of  the 
commillee  of  Orange  county,  who  is  hereby  empowered 
to  administer  the  same. 

The  committee  for  preparing  and  reporting  a  form  or 
plan  of  government,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read  by  Mr.  Duane  in  his  place,  and  delivered  in  at  the 
table,  where  the  same  was  again  road. 

Mr.  Adgate  then  moved,  seconded  by  Major  Sclienk,  that 
the  said  plan  of  government  lie  on  the  table  tour  days  for 
the  perusal  of  the  inembers,  and  that  they  be  at  liberty  lo 
take  copies  thereof. 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  was  carried  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  De  Wilt, 
Ordered,  That  the  said  plan  of  government  lie  on  the 
table  till  to-morrow  morning,  and  that  the  same  be  then 
taken  into  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livinizston, 
Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Secretaries  alleiid  in  this  room 
at  four  o'clock  this  afternoon,  with  liie  said  plan  of  aovern- 
ment,  and  read  it  lo  any  of  the  membcis  who  .*hall  choose 
to  attend. 

A  petition  of  the  coinmillce  of  Kingston,  setting  forth 
that  the  Continental  troops  are  frequently  passing  and  re- 
passing through  Kingston  ;  that  the  waiil  of  an  hospital 
for  tiie  sick,  and  of  power  to  impress  wagons  for  liie  Irans- 
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poitation  of  the  sick  are  great  inconveniences  to  the  said 
committee  ;  thereupon. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  Thai  the  committee  of  the  town 
of  Kingston,  be  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  empowered 
lo  impress  a  sufficient  number  of  wagons  to  tianspori  the 
sick  of  Colo.  Dayton's  regiment  raised  in  New-Jersuv,  and 
that  the  said  petition  be  commuted  to  Capi.  Piatt,  .Major 
Schenk  and  Colonel  Allison. 

The  commillee  for  auditing  accounts,  reported  that  ihev 
have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Honourable  f-'lniip  Liv- 
ingston, Esquire,  with  this  State,  together  with  il;r  vou- 
chers attending  the  same,  and  thai  they  find  a  balance  of 
four  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  due  from 
iMr.  Livingston  to  this  Stale. 

The  said  several  accounts  and  vouchers  were  respec- 
tivelv  read,  and  are  as  follows  : 

"  The  Honourable  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New-York,  in  account 
current  with.  Philip  Livingston  : 

CR. 

1776,  Sept.  By  cash  received  from  the  Continental  treasury  on 


their  account,  by  order  of  Congress,   $6,700 


DR. 

1776. 

Oct.  7.  To  cash  paid  Colo.  Wra.  Floyd,  for  which  he  is 
to  account  with  the  Coavention,  as  per  his 

receipt,   $650 

"  19.  To  cash  paid  Jonallion  Tulhill,  on  account  of 
Ihe  lories  sent  to  Pliiladelphia,  for  wliicli  he 
is  to  account  with  Convention,  as  per  his  re- 
ceipt  60 

Nov.  6.  To  cash  paid  Francis  Lewis,  Esqr.  for  which  he 
is  to  account  with  Convention,  as  per  his  re- 
ceipt,   74.S 

Dec.  9.  To  cash  paid  Colo.  Floyd,  as  per  receipt,  for 

which  he  is  to  account   325 

"  20.  Retained  in  my  hands  my  allowance  for  attend- 
ing Contjress,  as  per  my  accoant  and  receipt 
herewith  delivered,   772 


$2,555 

Balance  in  my  hands  due  to  the  Convention, , .  4,145 

  $6,700 


"PHIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

"  Kins^ston,  March  11,  1777. 

"  '  Phila.  7lh  Octor.  1776.  Received  the  sum  of  650,  say 
six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  being  part  of  the  sum  of 
6,700  dollars,  advanced  by  Congress  lo  the  Stale  of  New- 
York,  for  which  I  am  lo  account  with  the  Convention  of 
that  Stale.  '  Per  WM.  FLOYD.' 

"  'Pliila.  19lh  Oclobr.  1776.  Received  of  Philip  Liv- 
ingston sixty  dollars,  being  for  moneys  disbursed  and  to  be 
disbursed  for  the  lories  sent  to  Phila.  by  order  of  the  Con- 
vention of  the  State  of  New-York,  and  for  the  men  who 
were  sent  under  my  command  to  guard  them  ;  for  which 
sum  I  am  lo  account  to  the  Committee  w  ho  senl  the  said 
tories  to  this  Stale  ;  for  which  same  sum  I  have  signed  two 
receipts. 

'JONATHAN  TUTHILL.' 
"  '  Phila.  November  6,  1776.  Received  the  sum  of  748 
dollars,  say  seven  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars,  being 
part  of  the  sum  of  (),700  dollars  advanced  by  Congress  to 
the  Slate  of  New- York,  for  which  I  am  to  account  with 
the  Convention  of  that  Slate. 

'Per  FRANS.  LEWIS.' 

"  '  Phila.  Deer.  9,  1776.  Received  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred and  iwenly-five  dollars,  being  jiarl  of  the  above  sum 
of  money,  lo  be  accountable  lo  the  Convention  of  the  Slate 
of  New  York. 

'  22o  dollars.'  '  WM.  FLOYD.' 

"  1776. 

The  lionbte.  Convention  of  the  Stale  of  New-York, 

To  Philip  Licin^ston,  DR. 
To  hi?  allowance  for  expenses  attcndins;  ConL'^C'^s,  from  1 1th 

June  to  Ihe  20lh  Deer,  is  l'J3  days,  at  4  dollars  per  day,. .  .  S772 

"  Kingston,  the  lllli  March,  1777.  Received  the  above 
sum  in  account  this  day,  per  me, 

"PHIL.  LIVINGSTON." 
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Jtesolved,  That  tliis  Convention  doth  agree  with  their 
committee  in  the  said  report.  And, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Liviniiston  pay  the  said  balance  of 
4,145  dollars  into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  and  that  the 
»aid  accounts  and  voucliers  be  filed  with  the  Treasurer. 


THURSDAY  MORNING, 

March  ISth,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigr.  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Capt.  Rutqers,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Mr. 
Denning,  Major  Van  Zandl,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Col.  Loll -For  jS'ewYork. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Smith,  Colo.  Sherwood,  Col.  Allison— ^'or  Orange. 

Mr.  Morris,  Col.  Drake,  Judge  Graham,  Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Major 
Lockwood,  Mr.  Mills — For  Westchester. 

Gcnl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Adgale,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr. 
Tayler — For  .Sibany. 

Major  Lawrence — For  Queens. 

Jlr.  Stevens— For  Cumberland. 

Mr.  Smith— J"or  Suffolk. 

Mr.  Rea,  Major  Parks,  Major  Tappen,  Col.  De  Witt— for  Ulster. 
Mr.  Jas.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Capt.  PlatI,  Major  H. 
Schenk,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — For  Dutchess. 
Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Newkerk — For  Tryon. 

A  letter  from  Henry  Quackenboss,  dated  Albany,  10th 
March,  enclosing  an  account  amounting  to  £283  13s.  for 
a  quantity  of  stockings  bv  him  purchased  pursuant  to  the 
resolution  of  Convention,  for  the  use  of  the  troops,  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  referred  to  tlie  com- 
mittee of  accounts. 

A  letter  from  Henry  Quackenboss,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  district  committee  of  Rcnsselaerwyck,  directed 
to  Brigr.  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  and  dated  March  6,  setting 
forth  that  there  are  by  resignations,  &:c.  many  vacancies  in 
tlie  militia  of  that  district,  and  requests  the  General  to  pro- 
cure thirty  blank  commissions  lo  be  filled  by  the  said  com- 
mittee, was  read. 

Ordered,  That  thirty  blank  commissions  be  sent  to  the 
committee  of  Rcnsselaerwyck  to  be  by  the  said  committee 
filled  up. 

The  petition  of  John  Griffiths  and  Robert  Boyd,  Junior, 
requesting  an  exemption  of  forty  men  to  work  at  the  fur- 
nace of  the  Forest  of  Dean,  and  an  order  to  be  supplied 
witii  powder,  flour,  bran,  pork,  molasses,  rum,  &Lc.  &c. 
was  read. 

Odered,  That  the  same  be  committed  to  Col.  Lott,  Mr. 
Joseph  Smith  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston. 

The  order  of  ilie  day  being  read,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
plan  of  government,  tlie  same  was  read. 

John  Dumont,  Esq.  chairman  of  Kingston  committee, 
informed  the  House  tliat  .5^  tons  of  gunpowder  are  arrived 
in  this  town  from  Philadelphia,  to  be  forwarded  lo  Albany 
for  the  northern  department,  and  requests  the  advice  of 
Convention. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  De  Witt  and  Major  Tappen  be  a 
committee  to  assist  the  committee  of  Kingston,  and  that 
they  take  such  measures  wiih  respect  to  ilie  said  powder, 
as  they  may  think  necessary. 

The  first  clause  of  the  plan  of  governtnent  was  read 
and  being  again  read,  and  the  question  put  thereon,  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Morris  then  moved  and  was  seconded,  that  every 
member  who  shall  dissent  from  his  county  on  any  section, 
or  part  of  the  said  form  or  plan  of  government,  have  leave 
lo  enter  his  dissent,  with  tlie  reasons  of  such  dissent;  that 
such  reasons  be  entered  at  length  on  the  minutes,  but  not 
published. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  moved  and  was  seconded,  that  the 
sense  of  the  Convention  be  taken,  whether  liie  said  motion 


of  Mr.  Morris  is  not  irregular.  The  question  being  put 
thereon,  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

5Ir.  Morns  then  moved  in  the  same  words  as  before,  lo 
wit :  that  every  member  who  shall  dissent  frm  his  county, 
or  any  section  or  part  of  the  said  form  or  plan  of  govern- 
ment, have  leave  to  enter  his  disseni,  with  the  reasons 
thereof,  and  that  such  reasons  be  entered  at  length  on  the 
minutes,  but  not  published. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it 
was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  ihe  manner  following,  to 
wit : 


For  the  Negative. 

Westchester,   4 

Mr.  Morris  dissenting. 

New-York,   8 

.\lbany,   6 

Ulster,   4 

22 


For  the  .^jjirmatiie 

Orange  3 

Dutchess,  5 

Mr.  Gil.  Livingston,  :iiid 
Mr.  Jas.  Livingston  dis- 
senting. 
Tryon,    3 

n 


The  second  section  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Joseph  H.  Smith  then  moved  and  was  seconded  bv 
Colonel  Sherwood,  that  the  word  "  two"  be  obliterated, 
and  the  word  "  three"  there  inserted,  so  that  it  may  read, 
"in  three  seperate  and  distinct,"  &c.  and  assigned  as  a  rea- 
son, that  the  Governor  may  be  added  as  a  third  branch  of 
the  Legislature.  Debates  arose  thereon,  and  after  much 
time  spent  therein,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wisner,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Duane, 

Ordered,  That  the  question  on  Mr.  Smith's  motion  be 
postponed  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Convention. 

Adjourned  till  4  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Thursday  Afternoon,  March  13,  1777. 

Present,  as  in  the  morning,  with  the  addition  of  Major  Webster, 
from  Charlotte. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  second  section  of  the  form  of  government  was  acain 
read.  Mr.  Joseph  H.  Smith's  motion  of  this  morning, 
which  he  now  reduced  to  writing,  was  again  read,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit :  "  I  move  that  the  word  '  two'  be 
obliterated,  and  the  word  'three'  substituted  in  its  place; 
that  the  Governor  may  have  a  negative  upon  all  laws  passed 
by  the  Senate  and  Assembly."  Debates  again  arose  there- 
on :  Thereupon, 

Mr.  Duane  moved  for  the  previous  question,  and  was 
seconded,  which  was  carried  in  the  alKrinative,  to  wit: 
that  the  question  on  Mr.  Smith's  motion  be  not  now  put. 

Mr.  Morris  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Joseph 
H.  Smith,  that  between  llie  words  '•  vested  in"  and  the 
word  "  two,"  the  words  "  a  governor  and,"  be  inserted  ; 
and  that  at  the  end  of  that  section,  the  followinu  words  be 
added,  to  wit :  "  provided  that  the  governor  shall  have  no 
power  to  oriainate  or  amend  any  law,  biii  simply  lo  give 
his  assent  or  dissent  thereto." 

Mr.  Piatt  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the  con- 
sideration of  the  amendment  last  moved  for,  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  said  second  paragraph,  be  post- 
poned till  to-morrow,  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to, 
and  ordered  accordingly. 

The  third  section  was  then  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  fourth  section  was  then  read.  Alter  many  debates 
thereon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  who  was  seconded. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

A  letter  from  John  Gumming,  Alexander  Cruikslianksand 
Hugh  Denniston,  dated  this  day,  was  read.  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  John  Cummiiigs  and  Alexander  Cruik- 
shanks  be  seni  under  guard  of  Jjicui.  Bleecker  and  his 
parly,  to  the  commissioners  at  Fislikill,  and  that  their  ex- 
aminations and  the  examination  of  Hugh  Dcniston  be  sent 
lo  the  commissioners  at  Fishkill  by  the  oiKcer  of  that 
guard.  And 

Ordered,  That  ihc  Secretaries,  or  one  of  them,  be, 
and  liereby  are,  authorized  and  directed  lo  administer  the 
oath  of  allegiance  lo  Hugh  Dcniston,  as  soon  as  the  said 
Cuinming  and  Cruiksliaiiks  arc  gone  from  this  place,  and 
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thai  on  his  taking  the  said  oath  of  allegiance  he  be  dis- 
charged. 

Whereas  Anthony  Rutgers  and  iienjamin  Ncwkirk, 
Esquires,  were  on  the  lOih  iiisiani  appointed  a  coinmittee 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  anchors  and  cables  lor  the 
public  use,  with  a  power  to  take  as  many  trom  on  board 
any  vessels  in  Hudson's  river  as  may  be'sparcd.  paying 
the  owners  lliereof  for  the  same,  and  to  send  them  Uowii 
to  Brigadier-General  George  Clinton,  at  New-Wmdsor; 
and  the  business  of  this  House  requiring  the  constant  at- 
tendance of  all  its  members,  iherctcre, 

Resolved,  That  those  gentlemen  be  discharged  from  the 
said  business,  and  that  .Messrs.  Henry  Benson  and  Cor- 
nelius Johnson  be,  and  tliey  are,  hereby  appointed  com- 
missioners, with  the  like  powers  of  the  said  commiltee 
for  executing  the  said  bubiness,  and  that  they  be  requested 
to  proceed  with  the  utmost  despaicli. 

A  letter  from  Robert  Boyd,  Esquire,  chairman  of  the 
commiltee  of  Ulster  county,  relative  to  Abraham  iirincker- 
hoff,  charging  him  with  propagating  a  seditious  paper,  was 
read,  and  committed  to  the  members  of  Orange  county. 

The  petition  of  David  Close  and  Alexr.  Kidd  and  oth- 
ers, on  behalf  of  Malcom  Morrison  and  others ;  and 
also  the  petition  of  Matttiias  Smith,  Frederick  Rover 
and  others,  and  the  petition  of  Daniel  Chase  and  oth- 
ers, and  the  petition  of  Enoch  Hodge  and  others,  per- 
sons confined  as  enemies  to  the  liberties  of  America,  and 
praying  to  be  relieved  from  their  present  confinement,  were 
respectively  read.  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  prisoners  now  confined  at 
Kingston,  and  to  administer  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  to 
discharge  such  of  them  as  may  appear  to  be  within  the  in- 
tention of  the  resolutions  of  the  day  of  as 
well  as  to  carry  the  said  resolutions  into  execution,  where 
the  prisoners,  other  than  those  who  are  confined  for  con- 
veying intelligence  to,  or  furnishing  the  enemy  with  pro- 
visions, &c.  &c.  shall  be  unwilling  to  take  such  oath,  and 
that  the  aforementioned  petitions  be  referred  to  the  said 
committee. 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  Piatt,  Major  Lawrence  and  Mr. 
Duane,  be  the  commiltee. 

A  letter  from  Elihu  Marvin,  Esq.  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Orange  county,  informing  that  there  are  several 
prisoners  in  the  jail  of  said  county,  as  inimical  to  the 
American  cause,  and  that  there  is  great  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  attempts  have  been  and  will  be  made  to  rescue 
them;  that  for  the  present  a  guard  of  militia  is  placed 
over  them,  and  therefore  requests  that  12  or  14  soldiers  be 
sent  to  guard  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  the  com- 
missioners for  detecting  conspiracies,  ^c. 

Major  Henry  Schenk,  a  member,  informed  the  House 
that  he  is  appointed  an  agent  by  the  Commissary-General 
of  the  Continental  army,  to  purchase  and  procure  flour  and 
grain  for  the  use  of  the  said  army  ;  that  he  has  purchased 
large  quantities  of  each  article  ;  tiiat  the  cash  advanced 
him  by  the  said  Commissary  is  expended,  and  that  the 
said  Commissary  is  now  gone  into  the  Stale  of  Connec- 
ticut. Mr.  Schenk  therefore  re<iucsis,  lest  the  public 
service  may  suffer,  the  lean  of  3,000  dollars  on  the  credit 
and  account  of  the  said  Commissary.  Therefore, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Major  Henry  Schenk,  agent  to  the  Commissary-General  of 
the  Continental  army,  on  the  credit  and  account  of  the  said 
Commissary-General,  the  sum  ol  three  thousand  dollars, 
and  take  Major  Sclienk's  receipt  in  behalf  of  the  said  Com- 
missary-General, for  the  same. 

A  warrant  granted  by  Jobs.  Sleght,  Esquire,  of  King- 
ston, one  of  the  justices  of  this  .State,  dated  the  4tli  in- 
stant, issued  against  Ilendrick  Slates,  of  Sagerlics,  charg- 
ing him  with  having  fclononslv  stolen  a  quantity  of  steel 
and  a  number  of  raw  ludcs,  belonging  to  the  Stale  of  New- 
York  was  delivered  to  the  chair  and  read.    Convention  was 


informed  that  the  said  Hendrick  States  liad  absconded  ; 
that  part  of  the  moneys  for  which  the  said  steel  was  sold, 
is  yet  unpaid  ;  and  that  the  said  Hendrick  Staats  has  a 
sloop  and  other  property  which  if  seized,  might  probably 
compensate  this  Stale  or  the  UniiedAinerican  Slates,  for 
the  value  of  the  said  steel  and  hides. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  and  Major  Lock- 
wood,  be  a  commiltee  to  take  the  said  warrant,  and  con- 
sider of  the  information  given,  inquire  into  the  premises 
and  report  thereon. 


FRIDAY  MORNING, 

March  UtJi,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigr.  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Duane,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Pliil.  Livinsjton,  Capt.  Rutgers, 
Mr.  Dennins,  Col.  Lott,  .Mr.  Dunscomb — For  New-York. 
Major  Lawrence — For  Queens. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Tayler,  Mr.  Adgate —  For 
.Albany. 

Mr.  Wisner,   Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Col.  Sherwood,  Col.  Allison— /"cr 
Oran<;e. 
Mr.  Smith— ^07-  Svffolk. 

Major  Tappen,  Major  Parks,  Mr.  Ray,  Col.  Dewitt — For  Ulster. 
Major  Webster — For  Charlotte. 

Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jas.  Livingston,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Henry 
Schenk,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — For  Vulckess. 

Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Newkirk — For  Tryon. 

Mr.  Morris.  Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Col.  Drake,  Mr.  Mills,  Major  Lock- 
wood,  Judge  Graham — For  Westcliester. 

Mr.  Stevens — For  Cumberland. 

A  petition  of  Wm.  Thorn,  setting  forth  that  if  Conven- 
tion will  permit  Enoch  Hogg,  Daniel  Chase  and  his  son 
Talman,  to  go  down  to  the  commissioners  at  Fishkill,  lie 
will  lake  the  charge  of  and  engage  to  see  them  safely  de- 
livered before  the  said  commissioners  in  any  reasonable 
time  that  the  Convention  shall  appoint;  a  certilicate  signed 
Jesse  Woodhull,  Colo,  recommending  him  as  suflicient 
bail  for  that  purpose  ;  and  the  petition  of  Thos.  Briggs 
and  others  confined  in  Kingston  jail,  were  respectively 
read.  Thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petition,  together  with  all  the 
petitions  which  have  been  received  from  ihe  prisoners  con- 
fined in  Kingston  jail,  be  referred  to  the  commissioners 
for  inquiring  into,  delecting  and  defealing  all  conspiracies, 
&.C.  and  that  the  Secretary  transmit  the  said  pclilions  to 
the  said  commissioners. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  committee  formerly 
appointed  lo  employ  riders  and  establish  a  correspondence 
between  Pishkill  and  General  VVashmglon's  Head-Quar- 
ters, do  employ  as  many  riders  as  may  be  necessary  tor 
conveying  intelligence  between  this  place  and  Head-Quar- 
ters twice  a  week  ;  and  that  the  said  committee  do  employ 
a  proper  person  at  Head-Quarters  to  communicate  intelli- 
gence ;  and 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morris  be  added  to  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Fisher,  lale  of  New-York,  now 
residing  at  Poughkeepsie,  selling  forth  that  all  his  estate  is 
in  England  ;  and  praying  permission  lo  withdraw  with  his 
family  and  effects  to  the  city  of  New-York,  to  embark  for 
England,  was  read.  Thereupon  the  House  came  to  the 
following  resolution  : 

VV^iiEiiEAS  Thomas  Fisher,  an  inhabitant  of  this  State, 
claiming  to  be  a  subject  of  the  King  of  (ireal  Britain, 
hath  by  his  petition  to  ihis  Convention  praye<l  leave  lo  re- 
move wilh  his  family  and  cfTects  lo  the  cily  of  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  permission  be  and  is  hereby  given  to 
llie  said  Thos.  Fisher,  his  wife  and  his  brother,  lo  remove 
with  their  apparel,  and  the  household  fnrmture,  and  ncgiq 
wench,  of  the  said  'I'liomas  Fislier,  to  the  said  city  ;  and 
ihe  committee  of  Poughkeepsie,  are  requested  lo  see  this 
resolution  strictly  executed  ;  and  to  administer  an  oath  to 
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tlie  said  Thomas  Fislier,  his  wife  and  brother,  that  they 
^ill  not  communicate  any  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  nor 
convey  any  letters  but  such  as  sliail  be  first  shown  to  and 
inspected  by  the  said  committee. 

A  petition  of  Henry  Wooden,  dated  at  Poughkeepsie, 
on  the  7th  instant,  setting  forth  his  innocence  ;  that  he  is  a 
friend  to  the  American  Stales,  and  ready  to  comply  with 
any  thing  directed  by  the  Convention,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  commissioners  appointed  by  Convention  for 
delecting  and  defeating  all  conspiracies,  &c.  formed  in  the 
State  of  New-Yoik,  now  sitting  at  Fishkill. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  plan 
of  government. 

The  second  paragraph  thereof  was  read,  and  Mr.  Mor- 
ris's motion  of  yesterday  afternoon,  for  an  amendment  to 
the  second  section,  which  was  postponed  until  this  morn- 
ing, was  again  read.  After  many  debates  thereon,  the  clause 
as  it  now  stands,  and  also  the  clause  as  it  will  read  with  the 
amendments,  were  read  ;  and  the  question  being  put  there- 
on, it  was  carried  in  the  aifirmative,  in  manner  following, 
viz : 


Far  the  amendment. 
Dotchess,    5 

Major  Schenk  dissents. 
Albany,    6 

Mr.  Ad!;ate  dissents. 
New-York;    8 

19 


Against  the  amendment. 

Tryon,   3 

Ulster,   4 


Orange  and  Westchester, 
each  equally  divided. 


The  clause  being  therefore  amended  as  before  mentioned, 
and  again  read,  and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was 
carried  in  the  afSrmalive  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit : 


For  the  affirmative. 

New-York,   8 

Dutchess,    5 

Maj.  Schenk  dissenting. 
Albany,   6 

Mr.  Adgate  dissenting. 

19 


For  the  negative. 

Tryon,  3 

Ulster   4 

Mr.  Tappen  dissenting. 


Westchester  and  Orang 
each  equally  dvidcd. 


Friday  Afternoon,  March  14,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Brigr.  General  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr  Denning,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Beekman,  Col.  Lott, 
Mr.  Duane,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Philip  Livinsston— i'"or  New- 
York. 

Major  Lawrence — For  Queens. 

Major  Webster — Charlotte. 

.  Mr.  Rea,  Col.  De  Witt,  Major  Lockwnod,  Major  Tappen— For 
Ulster. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Tnyler,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr. 
Cuyler — For  ..Albany. 

Col.  Allison,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Col.  Sherwood,  Mr.  Wisner— For 
Orange. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Morris,  Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Col.  Drake,  Mr.  Mills,  Major 
Lockwood,  Judge  Graham — For  H'cslchcster.  ' 
Mr.  Smith— For  Suffolk. 

Maj.  H.  Schenk,  Mr.  Piatt,  .Mr.  Jas.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livinf- 
ston— For  Dutchess.  ' 

Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Newkirk — For  Tryon. 

The  order  of  yesterday  afternoon  as  to  the  4th  paragraph, 
was  read. 

The  4th  paragraph  was  then  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by  several  mem- 
bers, 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  4th  paragraph 
be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  5th  paragraph  was  ihen  read;  and  being  read  a  se- 
cond time,  Mr.  Morris  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Dunscomb,  to  strike  out  the  words,  "  by  ballot,"  and  to 
substitute  the  words  "  according  to,"  anil  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  sliall  contmue  to  have  their  full  elTcct." 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put  there- 


on, it  was  carried  in  tlie  affirmative,  in  manner  followni'^ 
to  wit : 


.igainst  the  amendment. 

Ulster   .J 

Tryon   ,■{ 

Dutchess,   h 


For  the  amendment. 

Westchester,  4 

Major  Lockwood  and  Mr. 
Mills  dissenting. 

Albany,  0  _ 

Ncw-Vork,  .8  ,., 

Messrs.  Beekman  and  Lott 
dissenting. 

—  Orange  equally  aivi.l.-,l. 
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The  said  5th  paragraph  being  then  amended  accurdin:;lv 
and  read,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livinjiston  moved,  and  was  sri  uniiod 
that  between  the  word  "by"  and  the  words  "  a  I'uiuri;,"'  the 
words  "  this  Convention  or,"  be  inserted. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  after  some  time  siicni  lin-re- 
in,  Mr.  Livingston  had  unanimously  leave  to  wiihdr,-iv<  lii.s 
motion. 

Mr.  L'hommedieu  came  into  Convention,  and  took  his 
seat  as  a  Deputy  of  Sufl'olk  county. 

The  said  paragraph  as  before  amended,  being  then  read, 
and  the  question  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  aifirma- 
tive in  the  manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  negative. 

Dutchess,    5 

Tryon,   3 

Ulster,  ^ 


For  the  affirmative. 

Westchester   4 

Major  Lockwood  and  Mr. 
Mills  dissenting. 

Albany,   6 

New-York,   8 
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12 


Orange  divided. 


Mr.  William  Harper  came  into  Convention,  and  took  his 
seat  as  a  Deputy  of  Tryon  county. 

The  6th  paragraph  was  then  read,  and  by  order  read  a 
second  lime.  Mr.  R.  R.  Ijivingsion  moved,  and  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  Morris,  that  between  the  word  "resided" 
and  the  word  "  therein,'"  the  words  "  and  rented  a  tene- 
ment," be  inserted. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  amendment. 

Dutchess,   5 

Westchester  4 

Orange,   3 

Ulster  4 

Tryon,   3 

Albany,   6 

Mr.  Gansevoort  dissents. 

25 

On  motion 

Resolved  unanimoushj,  That  the  further  consideration 
of  the  sixth  paragraph  be  postponed. 


J}gainst  the  amendment. 
New- York  8 


SATURDAY  MORNING, 

March  15th,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigr.  General  Ten  Broeck,  President. 
Mr.  Philip  Livingston,  Mr.  Rutsers,  Colo.  Lott,  Mr.  Denning.  Mr. 
Dunscomb.  Major  Van  Zanilt,  Mr.  Beekman — For  Ncw-i'vrk. 
Major  Lawience — For  Queens. 
Major  Webster — For  Charlotte. 

Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Ray,  Col.  De  Witt,  Major  Parks— For  Ulster. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  .Mr.  Cuyler, 
Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Tayler— For  Jllbany. 

Mr.  Joseph  Smith,  Colo.  Sherwood,  Mr.  Wisncr,  Col.  Allison— For 
Orange. 

Mr.  Stevens — For  Cumberland- 

Mr.  Mills  Col.  Drake,  Maj.  Lockwood,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Morris— 
For  W'eiiclicslir. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  L'hommcdiea— For  Suffolk. 

Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Mr.  Jas.  Ijivingston,  Major  H. Schenk,  Capt. 
Plait— For  Dutchess. 

.Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Newkerk— For  Tryon. 
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The  committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  ihe  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  letter  of  General  Bayley,  of  the  Mtilh 
February,  and  of  General  ychuvler,  of  the  4lli  March,  on 
the  subject  of  Hoisingtoii's  rangers,  reported  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  read,  and  the  consideration  thereof 
postponed.    The  said  resolutions  arc  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

Resolved,  Tiiat,  considering  the  present  slate  of  the 
counties  of  Gloucester  and  Cumberland,  the  rangers  raised 
in  the  said  counties  under  the  command  of  the  late  Majov 
Joab  Hoisington,  ought  to  be  continued  in  service,  provided 
they  will  agree  to  serve  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  reso- 
lutions of  Convention  by  which  they  were  ordcreel  lo  be 
raised,  to  wit :  to  be  subject  to  be  em[)loyed  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  common  cause  of  America,  in  such  manner 
as  the  Convention  or  future  jjCgislature  of  this  State 
shall  think  proper ;  that,  for  this  purpose,  the  said  compa- 
nies shall  be  mustered  by  the  commissioners  hereinafter 
Earned,  and  such  of  the  said  soldiers  as  shall  be  willing  to 
continue  in  the  service  upon  the  said  terms,  shall  subscribe 
an  enlisting  roll  to  that  effect,  and  ib.e  cotimiissioners  shall 
thereupon  appoint  one  lieutenant  for  every  thirty  of  the 
said  men,  and  one  captain  for  everv  two  lieutenants  ;  and 
that  such  of  the  said  soldiers  as  siiall  refuse  to  serve  in 
manner  above  directed,  be  discharged,  paying  them  respec- 
tively one-half  of  the  bounty  allowed  by  the  Convention 
to  such  as  should  engage  to  serve  durina  the  war,  together 
with  pay  and  subsistence  for  the  time  they  were  employed 
in  actual  service. 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  Jacob  Bayley,  John 
Sessions  and  James  Clay,  Esquires,  be  appointed  commis- 
sioners as  well  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  as  lo  examine 
into  and  state  the  sums  due  to  the  olFicers  and  privates  of 
the  said  companies  respcciivelv,  according  to  their  actual 
services  and  the  terms  herein  before  expressed,  and  to  re- 
port the  same  to  this  Convention  or  tuture  Legislature, 
that  provision  may  be  made  for  payment  thereof,  furnish- 
ing at  the  same  time  pay  and  subsistence  rolls,  attested  on 
oath  by  the  commanding  otficer  of  each  company  before 
the  said  commissioners,  or  otie  ot  them,  containing  the 
names,  times  of  enlistment  and  services  of  the  officers  and 
privates  of  the  said  companies  respectively. 

Resolved,  That  two  dollars  per  day  be  allowed  to  each 
of  the  said  commissioners  lor  their  trouble  and  expenses 
while  actually  employed  in  the  services  before  directed  by 
these  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  company  employed  by  General 
Bayley  on  the  northeastern  frontiers  of  this  State  as  scout- 
ing parties  and  guards,  ouslit  to  be  paid  agreeable  to  the 
contract  made  with  them  by  Gener.il  Bayley,  and  that  the 
pay  and  subsistence  roll  of  the  said  company  be  referred 
to  the  committee  for  auditing  accounts,  to  be  adjusted,  and 
by  them  leported  upon. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  General  Bayley 
by  the  President,  enclosing  the  above  resolutions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  \Vm.  Smith, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  a  messenger  be  sent  to  Mr. 
Miller,  iVIr.  Gelslon  and  Mr.  TredwcU,  and  require  their 
attendance  at  Convention  without  delay. 

On  motion  of  Col.  Dc  Witt, 

Resolved,  That  the  other  absent  members  be  sent  for  to 
attend  Convention. 

Colonel  De  Witt  then  moved  that  the  names  of  the  ab- 
sent members  be  called  over,  and  that  such  of  ihem  as  in 
all  probability  can  or  will  attend,  be  sent  for. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  sending  for 
the  absent  members,  (those  of  Suffolk  county  above  men- 
tioned excepted)  be  postponed  nil  .Monday  next. 

Mr.  L'hommcdicii  had  leave  of  absence,  and  is  lo  carry 
the  summons  for  Messr.*.  Miller,  Gclston  and  Tredwell. 

A  letter  from  Peter  Colt,  agent  under  Mr.  Joseph  Hal- 
lett,  for  the  sale  of  the  prize  goods  taken  by  the  sloop  of 
war  Montgomery,  dated  the  11th  day  of  Jlarch,  and  re- 
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questing  directions  as  to  the  distribution  of  the  amount  of 
the  prize  money,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  committed  to  Capt. 
Piatt,  Mr.  Rutgers  and  Major  J>awrcnce. 

A  ralion  roll  of  the  ship  joiners  on  board  the  Conimcntal 
ship  Congress,  from  the  liOlh  December,  1776,  to  the  Mth 
Feby.  1777,  it  being  an  allowance  to  them  made  Ijy  the 
Committee  of  Safety  on  the  20th  December,  177ii,  on  ac- 
count of  the  dearncss  of  provisions  and  other  nece-^saries 
of  life  ;  the  said  roll  amounting  to  £32  lis.  Tid.  \<  sworn 
to  by  i\Ir.  John  Child,  clerk  of  the  Continental  sliip  Con- 
gress, and  audited  by  the  committee  of  accounts,  was  de- 
livered in  and  read. 

One  other  ration  roll  of  the  Continental  ship  CuiiL'ress, 
froin'the  20th  December,  1776,  to  the  Hth  Februarv,  1777, 
it  being  an  allowance  made  by  the  Committee  of  .Safely  on 
the  20tli  December,  1776,  on  account  of  the  dearness  of 
provisions  and  other  necessaries  of  life ;  the  said  roll 
amounting  to  £25  lis.  lOJ.  is  sworn  to  by  Jlr.  John 
Child,  clerk  of  the  said  ship,  and  audited  by  the  committee 
of  accounts,  was  delivered  in  and  read. 

An  account  of  the  ship  carpenters,  ship  joiners,  riggers 
and  labourers  employed  onboard  the  Continental  ship  Con- 
gress, in  transporting  said  ship  from  Pouglikeepsie  to  Eso- 
pus  Landing,  and  mooring  her  there,  for  which  tliey  demand 
each  four  nights'  wages  ;  the  said  account  amounting  to 
£4.9  I'ls.  is  certified  to  by  Mr.  John  Child,  clerk  to  said 
ship,  and  audited  by  the  committee  of  accounts,  was  de- 
livered in  and  read. 

A  pay  roll  of  the  ship  carpenters  on  board  the  Continen- 
tal ship  Congress,  from  the  14th  February  to  the  Sth  of 
^larch,  amounting  to  .£9  6s.  61:/.  which  was  allowed  them 
in  addition  lo  their  former  wages  (in  lieu  of  rations)  by  re- 
solution of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  on  the  14th  Febru- 
ary, 1777  ;  the  said  roll  is  sworn  to  by  Mr.  John  Child, 
clerk  of  the  said  ship,  and  audited  by  the  committee  of 
accounts,  was  read.    And  thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto  Mr. 
Stephen  Seaward  the  sum  of  £32  lis.  7ft/.  in  full  for  the 
ralion  roll  of  the  ship  joiners  on  board  the  Continental  ship 
Congress,  from  the  20lh  December,  1776,  to  the  14lh  Fe- 
bruary, 1777.  Also,  the  further  sum  of  £25  lis.  10(/.  in 
full  for  the  ration  roll  of  the  shipwrights  on  board  the  said 
ship,  from  the  20th  December,  1776  to  the  14ih  February, 
1777.  Also,  the  further  sum  of  £49  14s.  in  full  for  an 
account  of  the  shipwrights,  joiners,  riggers  and  labourers 
employed  in  transporting  the  ship  Congress  from  Pough- 
keepsie  to  Esopus  Landing.  And  also,  the  further  sum  of 
£9  6s.  i>d.  in  full  for  the  "pay  roll  of  the  shipwrights  on 
board  the  said  ship,  from  the  Hth  February  to  the  5th 
.March,  1777. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  lllh  inst. 
the  petition  of  the  committee  of  Kingston  on  the  subject 
of  an  hospital,  &c.  &c.  delivered  in  their  report,  which 
was  read,  amended  and  agreed  lo  :  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  several  different  committees  within 
the  county  of  Ulster,  and  the  northern  parts  of  Orange, 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  whenever  they  shall 
judge  it  necessary  for  the  advancement  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, that  the  chairman  of  either  of  the  said  committees, 
with  the  advice  of  any  three  members,  to  issue  his  war- 
rant to  one  of  the  constables  within  their  respective  dis- 
tricts, to  impress  such  number  of  horses  and  wagons  as 
they  sliall  judge  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  each  wagoner,  so  impressed  as  afore- 
said, shall,  on  producing  proper  certificates  from  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  party,  and  if  no  such  otficer,  from 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  issued  the  warrant, 
shall  receive  for  every  days'  service  the  sum  of  sixteen 
shillings. 

Rewlved,  That  the  committee  of  Kingston  are  atitho- 
rized  and  empowered  to  cause  the  two  block  houses  wiihin 
the  said  town  lo  be  repaired  and  lilted,  for  llic  accommoda- 
tion of  any  sick  soldiers  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
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who  shall  pass  this  way,  and  transmit  tlie  account  thereof 
to  tliis  Convention,  or  some  future  Legislature  of  this 
Jjtatc,  who  will  make  provision  for  tlie  payment  thereof. 

Colonel  De  Witt  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  Monday 
next,  move  the  House  to  reconsider  so  much  of  the  said 
report  as  respects  the  impressing  of  wagons. 


MONDAY  MORNING, 

March  llth,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigr.  Gcnl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Mr.  Dimscomb,  Capt. 
Rutgers,  Mr.  Betlcman,  iMaj.  Van  Zandt,'Col.  Lou— For  Kewi'ork. 
Mr.  Webster— C/iai-ZoHe. 

Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  VeJer,  Mr.  Newliirk,  Mr.  Harper— J^or  Tryon. 
Mr.  Stevens — For  Cumberland. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Tayler,  Mr.  Adgale,  Mr. 
Cuylcr,  Mr.  Gansevoort — For  Alb'iiiy. 
Col.  Allison,  Mr.  Smith,  Col.  Sherwood,  Mr.  AVisner — For  Orange. 
Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Ray,  Maj.  F.  Parks,  Col.  De  Witt— for  Ulster. 
Mr.  Smith— jFof  Suffolk. 

Capt.  Piatt,  Mr.  Jas.  Livinsston,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Maj. 
Schenk,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — For  Dutchess. 

Mr.  Morris,  Maj.  Lockwood,  Judge  Graham,  Col.  Graham,  BIr. 
Mills — for  Weiichesicr. 

A  letter  from  General  George  Clinton,  dated  the  14th 
instant,  requesting  that  the  anchors  and  cables  be  sent 
down  with  the  utmost  despatch,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  Egbert  Dumont,  Esquire,  be  and  is 
hereby  appointed  an  additional  commissioner  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  anchors  and  cables,  to  be  sent  down  to 
the  obstructions  making  in  Hudson's  river,  with  the  like 
powers  given  to  Messrs.  Henry  Benson  and  Corns.  John- 
son, to  wit,  power  to  take  as  inany  anchors  and  cables 
from  on  board  the  vessels  in  Hudson's  river  as  can  be 
spared,  paying  the  owners  for  the  same,  and  that  he  be 
requested  to  proceed  on  the  business  with  the  utmost  de- 
spatch. 

Another  letter  from  General  Clinton,  of  the  same  date, 
enclosing  a  petition  from  several  teamsters  that  their  wages 
may  be  raised,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Colonel  De 
Witt  and  Mr.  Wm.  Smith. 

The  House  were  informed  that  the  ship  joiners  from  on 
board  the  Continental  ships  at  the  landing,  were  at  the  door 
attending  with  an  application. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  be 
appointed  to  confer  with  ihem. 

A  letter  from  Hcnrv  I.  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.  informing 
that  it  is  inconvenient  for  him  to  attend  the  Continental 
loan  office  at  the  city  of  Albany,  and  therefore  prays  leave 
to  resign  the  said  oftice. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  be  permitted  to 
resign  the  said  office  :  And  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Dirck  Ten  Broeck,  Esquire,  of  the  city 
of  Albany,  be  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  commissioner  to 
superintend  the  Continental  lo.m  office  in  this  State,  (in  the 
stead  of  Henry  1.  Van  Rensselaer,  Esquire,  who  has  de- 
clined that  office,)  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  money  on 
loan  on  the  credit  and  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  pursuant  to  tijc  several  resolutions  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Congress  of  the  said  States,  in  such  case  made 
and  provided. 

A  letter  from  General  Washington,  dated  February  20, 
recommending  Colonel  Rcnier  to  till  the  place  of  lieutenant 
colonel,  in  Colonel  Henry  13.  Livincslon's  regiment,  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  ot  arrangement. 

The  petition  of  David  Schuyler,  and  many  others,  on 
behalf  of  Cornelius  Glenn,  John  Stevenson  and  Peter  Van 
Schaack,  confined  on  parol  by  the  committee  of  Albany, 
at  Boston,  praying  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  return 
and  reside  at  home,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  two  of  the  Albany  members  be  directed 


to  write  to  the  petitioners,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  Convention  of  the  instant. 

A  letter  from  Tiios.  Palmer,  Esquire,  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  Ncwburgli  precinct,  dated  llth  .March,  re- 
lative to  the  families  of  per.sons  gone  over  to  the  cncmv, 
and  relative  to  quantities  of  provisions,  stored  near  the 
river,  in  danger  of  being  taken  olf  by  the  eiu  niv,  was 
read  and  referred  to  Mr.  Piatt,  Colonel  Do  Wnt  and  Colo- 
nel Allison. 

The  petition  of  Moses  Knapp,  confined  in  Kin  -'slon 
jail  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
members  of  Ulster. 

A  deposition  of  Arie  King  against  John  Cuniminss  and 
Crukshanks,  (two  prisoners  on  parol,)  charmng  tiicni 
with  having  expressed  ihomseives  in  a  manner  very  injuri- 
ous to  the  cause  of  America ;  also,  another  deposition  of 
George  Lawson,  against  the  same  persons,  were  handed 
into  Convention  and  read. 

On  reading  the  said  depositions  of  Arie  King  and  Georire 
Lawson,  and  from  other  information,  it  appears  that  Joim 
Cummings  and  Alexander  Cruikshanks,  State  prisoners 
on  their  parol,  who  have  lately  in  a  secret  and  clandestine 
manner  been  in  the  city  of  iNew-York,  since  their  return, 
and  while  on  parol,  have  exainined  the  ships  of  war  at 
Esopus  Landing,  and  used  indirect  artifices  to  terrify  and 
discourage  the  good  people  of  this  State,  and  prevail  upon 
them  to  submit  to  the  arms  of  (jreat  Britain. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  they  be  immediately  com- 
mitted to  the  common  jail  of  the  county  of  Ulster,  there  to 
remain  until  further  order  of  this  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  members  of  Ulster  county  do  see  tlie 
aforegoing  resolution  duly  executed. 

A  loiter  from  James  Mease,  Clothier-General,  dated  at 
Morris  Town,  March  5,  relative  to  clothing,  was  read  and 
committed  to  Mr.  Tayler,  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Morris. 

A  letter  from  Middletown,  dated  March  S,  1777,  signed 
Thomas  Dearing,  John  Foster  and  Thomas  Wickhani,  ac- 
companying a  great  bundle  of  accounts  of  sundry  persons 
for  transporting  stock,  &c.  &c.  from  Long  island,  was 
read  and  committed  to  the  committee  for  auditing  ac- 
counts. 

Resolved,  That  Jlr.  Adgate  and  Major  Webster  be  ex- 
cused and  dismissed  from  the  committee  for  auditing  ac- 
counts ;  and  that  Mr.  Cuyler  and  iMajor  Tappen  be  added 
to  the  said  committee  in  the  stead  of  Mr.  Adgate  and  3La- 
jor  Webster. 

Mr.  Jay,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  ship  joiners,  reported  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"That  Adain  Todd  and  James  Frame  appeared  before 
your  committee  in  behalf  (as  they  said)  of  the  ship  joiners 
employed  to  work  on  board  the  Continental  ships  of  war. 
Congress  and  Montgomery,  and  complained  that  they 
were  so  employed  at  the  rate  of  seven  shillings  and  a  hail 
pint  of  rum  per  day  ;  that  the  said  allowaiire  of  rum  hath 
lately  been  withheld  from  them  ;  that  the  hish  prices  of  all 
the  necessaries  of  life  constrain  them  to  request  an  aug- 
mentation of  their  wages  to  9s.  6d.  per  day  ;  and  that  tliey 
request  the  interposition  and  order  of  the  Convention  for 
that  purpose  ;  that  the  late  additions  made  to  the  wages  of 
the  ship  car; .enters  employed  on  the  said  ships,  give  them 
reason  to  expect  a  similar  provision. 

Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  that  they 
ought  not  to  interfere  in  this  business. 

Mr.  Morris  requested  the  sense  of  the  House  relative  to 
the  artillery  company  lately  commaniled  by  Captain  Ha- 
milton. Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  company  be  permitted  to  enlist 
in  the  service  of  the  Continent,  and  that  Mr.  Morris  inform 
Capt.  Hamilton  thereof. 

jVIr.  Jay  dissents. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Robert  Y.ates  and  Mr. 
William  Harper  (a  committee  heretofore  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  a  salt  manufactory  in  Tryon  coun- 
ty,) or  either  of  them,  be  authorized  to  (Iraw  on  the  Trea- 
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surer  of  this  State  for  any  sums,  not  exceeding  in  tlie 
whole  four  hundred  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
the  said  manufactory. 

Monday  Afternoon,  March  \  lth,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Brigr.  General  Ten  Broeck, 

Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Duane,  I\Ir.  Jay,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Duns- 
comb,  Capt.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Beekinan,  i\[r.  I'liil.  Livingston— i'or  .\en-- 
York. 

Major  Lawrence— i'or  Queens. 

Major  Parks,  Mr.  Ray,  Maj.  Tappen,  Col.  De  'Witt,  Mr.  Contine — 
FoT  Vlstei-. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  jMr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Ten  Brneck,  .Mr.  Gansevoort, 
Mr.  Robert  Yates,  ^Mr.  Tayler,  Mr.  Adgate— i''or  Jlbamj. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Allison,  Colo.  Sherwood,  Mr.  Jojcph  Smith — For 
Ora  nge. 

Mr.  Mills,  Major  Lockwood,  Col.  Drake,  Mr.  Morris,  Judge  Gra- 
ham— For  if'eslchesUr. 

Mr.  Webster- For  Charlotte. 
Mr.  Smith— For  Suffolk: 

Mr.  Jas.  Livingston,  .Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Capt.  Piatt,  Major  Schcnk, 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — For  Butchcss. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Veeder,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Xewkirk— fur  Tryon. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to 
Sampson  DycUman  the  sum  of  six  pounds  eiaht  shillings, 
in  full  for  his  account  for  boarding  Colonel  llitzema  and 
Lieutenant  Johnson,  by  order  of  the  committee  lor  detect- 
ing conspiracies. 

Colonel  De  Witt,  agreeable  to  notice  by  iiim  given  on 
Saturday  last,  moved  that  so  much  of  tiie  resolutions  pass- 
ed that  day  as  empowered  the  chairman  of  the  district 
committee  in  Ulster  county  to  impress  wagons,  be  reconsi- 
dered. 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  was  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Colonel  De  Witt  then  gave  notice,  that  he  would  to- 
morrow move  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  whole  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  pelilion  of  the  committee  of  Kingston, 
relative  to  impressing  wagons,  &;c.  ice. 

i\Ir.  Joseph  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  letter  from  Robert  Boyd,  Junr.  Esquire,  chairman 
of  Ulster  county  committee,  dated  the  12lli  of  February, 
relative  to  Abraham  Brinckerliuft',  reported  a  draft  ot  a 
letter  in  answer  thereto,  winch  was  read  and  approved  of, 
and  is  in  the  words  following  : 

"  Sir — Convention  have  received  your  letter  of  the  r2th 
of  February  last,  and  are  surprised  lo  lind  ihe-  committee 
for  detecting  conspiracies,  &c.  so  highly  reprehended  by 
the  committee  for  the  county  of  Ulster,  for  pariialiuj  and 
a  neglect  of  duty;  crimes  of  which  we  by  no  means  think 
those  gentlemen  guilty,  especially  when  we  consider  the 
important  services  they  have  rendered  this  State,  by  their 
faithful  discharge  of  the  arduous  task  imposed  upon  them.  \ 

"  Convention  is  informed  lliat  .Mr.  Brinckerhotf  was  sent  | 
to  the  committee  for  detecting  conspiracies,  &cc.  at  Fish- 
kill,  without  informing  those  gentlemen  of  the  charges  \ 
against  him,  or  the  cause  of  liis  capture  or  detention,  which 
should  have  been  specified. 

"Mr.Brinckerhoff  was  detained  by  the  committee  at  Fish- 
kill  for  some  considerable  time,  and  no  charge  being  e.vhibit- 
ed  against  him  he  was  discharged  of  course.  However,  as 
the  committee  conceived  he  was  not  sent  there  uninten- 
tionally, they  administered  to  liim  tlie  oath  of  allegiance, 
and  bound  him  to  be  forthcoming  when  called  upon. 

"Convention  is  desirous  of  making  every  allowance  for 
gentlemen  acting  in  a  public  capacity,  and  on  this  occasion 
are  led  to  believe  that  your  conimiilee  have,  without  full 
consideration,  been  induced  to  write  their  said  letter. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  very  liumble  servt. 

"  Robert  Botd,  Jnnr.  Chairman 

of  the  Committee  of  Ulster." 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  Griffiths  and  Robert  Boyd,  Junr.  dated  the  13th 


March,  delivered  in  their  report,  which  was  read,  amended 
and  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  Whereas  by  a  resolution  passed  by  this  Convention 
on  the  14th  of  August  last,  it  was  provided  that  among 
other  manufacturers  exempted  from  military  duty  in  this 
State,  the  following  persons  employed  at  each  furnace 
for  melting  iron  ore  into  pigs  and  castings  be  exempted,  to 
wit :  one  founder,  two  keepers,  one  stock  jobber,  one 
moulder,  two  fillers,  one  ore  breaker,  four  miners  and  four 
master  colliers.  Therefore, 

"Resolved,  1st.  That  John  Griffiths  and  Robert  Boyd, 
Junr.  managers  of  the  Forest  of  Dean  furnace  be  actpiaint- 
ed  with  the  above  resolve  ;  and  that  in  order  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  above  privilege,  they  must  give  in  a  list  of 
the  names  of  all  the  persons  at  their  works  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  this  exemption,  to  tlie  commanding  officer  of  the 
militia  of  the  district  in  which  the  said  furnace  is  situated. 

"Resolved,  2d.  That  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  above 
mentioned  petition,  an  order  be  given  to  Henry  Wisner, 
Junr.  to  furnish  the  above  petitioners,  John  Gnihihs  and 
Robt.  Boyd,  Junr.  with  a  quarter  cask  of  gunpowder  out 
of  any  he  may  have  in  his  hands  belonging  lo  this  State, 
(they  paying  the  current  price  for  the  same.'") 

Ordered,  That  the  petitioners  be  informed  that  tire  Con- 
vention have  not  any  other  of  the  articles  mentioned  in 
their  petition. 

The  bond  of  Rebecca  Patrick,  widow,  and  Georce  Leo- 
nard, administratrix  and  administrator  of  the  goods,  chattels 
and  effects  of  Samuel  Patrick  deceased,  duly  executed  by 
them  and  their  sureties,  Joshua  H.  Smith  and  Robert  Boyd, 
Junr.  Esquires,  and  also  a  certificate  of  Elihu  Marvin, 
Esquire,  chairman  of  the  county  committee  of  Orange 
county,  that  the  said  Rebecca  Patrick  was  duly  sworn  be- 
fore iiim  as  the  administratrix  of  the  said  goods,  chattels 
and  effects,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  this  Convention 
of  the  12th  instant,  were  handed  to  the  Convention  and 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bond  and  certificate,  together 
with  the  certificate  of  the  President,  of  the  administration 
of  the  said  oath  to  George  Leonard,  be  filed.  And 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
said  Rebecca  Patrick  and  George  Leonard,  administratrix 
and  administrator  of  the  goods,  chattels  and  effects  of 
Samuel  Patrick  deceased,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  pounds,  thirteen  shillings,  in  full  for  the  ac- 
count of  the  said  Samuel  Patrick  against  this  Convention, 
for  fifty-four  iron  stoves,  weighing  nine  tons,  four  hundred 
and  twenty  pounds,  made  at  the  Forest  of  Dean,  or  Orange 
Furnace,  at  the  request  of  Major-Gcneral  Schuyler,  for  the 
use  of  the  northern  Continental  army,  and  paid  by  this 
Convention,  by  request  of  General  Schuyler,  in  his  letter 
of  the  4th  inst.  And 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  take  a  receipt  in  full 
for  the  same  sum,  and  charge  it  to  Continental  account, 
pursuant  to  General  Schuyler's  request  in  the  said  letter. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Jay, 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  letters  of  Major  General  Schuyler,  of  the  in- 
stant, and  Brigadier- General  Bayley's  letters,  from  Glou- 
cester count},  and  the  resolutions  thereon,  be  taken  into 
consideration. 

And  lliereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morris, 

Resolved,  That  that  part  of  the  said  resolutions  which 
respects  the  company  raised  by  Brigadier-Genl.  Bayley  be 
recommitted  to  the  same  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  who  was  seconded, 

Ordered,  That  a  messenger  be  sent  to  Comfort  Sands, 
Esquire,  Auditor-General  of  the  accounts  of  this  State  ; 
that  the  President  write  a  letter  by  the  said  messenger  to 
Mr.  Sands,  and  require  his  immediate  attendance  on  this 
Convention. 

An  account  of  General  George  Clinton  for  his  attend- 
ance at  Congress,  amounting  in  the  whole,  to  the  sum  of 
£276  8s.  Od.  was  exhibited  to  Convention  for  payment. 


;ii  ir.'iioUi!':. 


■    (•••:jf.''c..  -  -.1':.  '  -M  'rt-O  >\i  h&imf.J  ti.  ■ 

.    -  :  !•..•   'fh./i  I       Sir.  ;hii  ,1'    '■  ■■^i  ^'.  7'  >      ! ' 
'  :  '1     .  ■    ' ■  ^      I'll         1  .  . 


:  1 


•.-•<•   .  ;-;".:!.--k:i:i!!  >.-:i  m • , •r*'t  (v^W  .'.hnj'>;.  ..'R  i      .ivi^.s  -.^hTii^f  YXJI* 


840 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  CONVENTION. 


Thereto  is  subjoined  a  certificate  of  Matthew  Adgate,  Al- 
exander Webster  and  Benjamin  Newkeik,  the  coniiniltce 
for  aiiditinS  accounts  ;  that  ihey  have  cxammcd  the  said  ac- 
count, and  are  of  opinion  that  there  be  allowed  to  General 
George  Clinlon,  the  sum  of  £2~S  Ss.  Od. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  uf  this  State,  pay  to  Genl. 
George  Clinton  or  his  order,  the  sum  of  .£.'278  Ss.  Od. 

An  account  of  Abraiiam  Hecrmanse  against  the  Slate 
of  New-York,  for  riding  three  days  to  Claverack,  about 
the  7th  instant,  when  he  was  sent  as  a  messenger  to  and 
for  Colonel  Henry  I.  Van  Rensselaer,  was  exhibited  for  pay- 
ment. Thereto  is  annexed  a  certificate  of  the  said  com- 
niittee  of  auditors,  that  they  have  examined  the  above  ac- 
count, and  do  allow  the  sum  of  three  pounds  to  Abraham 
Heermanse. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate,  pay  to  the 
said  Abraham  Heermanse  or  his  order,  the  sum  of  tliree 
pounds,  on  his  receipt  in  full  for  the  said  account. 


DIE  MARTIS,  A.  Ji. 

March  18th,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Preseot — Brigr.  General  Ten  Broeck,  Presidl. 
Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  IVIr.  Uunscorab,  Capt.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Beekman, 
Major  Van  Zandt — l\ir  Scu'-York. 
Mr.  Wisner— -f'or  Charlotte. 

Mr.Tappen,  Mr.  Parks,  Col.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Contine— for 
Vhtcr. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  .Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Gansevoort, 
Mr.  Tayler,  Mr.  Cuyler — For  jilbany. 

Judge  Graham,  Col.  Drake,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Morris,  Col.  Van  Cort- 
landt,  Maj.  Lockwood — For  Westchester. 

Mr.  Smith— For  Svffotk. 

Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Jlr.  Jas.  Livingston,  Mr  R.  R.  Livingston,  Capt. 
PlaU— i'or  Dutchess. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Vedcr,  Mr.  Newkirk— J^or  Tryon. 

Mr.  Joseph  Smith,  Mr.  Wisner,  Col.  Sherwood,  Co),  Alli.son — For 
Orange. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
committee  who  were  chosen  to  confer  with  General  Wa- 
shington, Genl.  McDougall  and  General  G.  Clinton,  report- 
ed that  the  following  letters  be  written, viz  : 

No.  1,  to  the  Honourable  the  Consress. 

No.  2,  to  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

No.  3,  to  Genl.  McDougall ;  and 

No.  4,  to  General  George  Clinton. 

The  draft  of  the  letter,  No.  1.  to  the  Honourable  the 
Congress,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

"  Sir — I  am  ordered  by  the  Convention  of  this  State, 
to  inform  you  lliat  they  have  long  been  under  great  ap])ve- 
hcnsions  for  the  fate  of  the  fortresses  in  the  Highlands, 
which  they  have  at  ditfcrent  times  strengthened  by  consi- 
derable bodies  of  their  militia,  when  His  Excellency  Ge- 
neral Washington  was  unable  ihrougli  the  weakness  of  his 
army,  to  supply  them  with  proper  garrisons.  Jkit  they 
lament  that  tlie  want  of  the  necessary  stores  must  not  o:i]y 
render  all  their  endeavours  to  secure  those  important  posts 
ineffectual,  but  endanger  tiic  troops  that  are  thrown  m  to 
defend  them.  By  the  enclosed  return,  you  will  see  the 
present  state  of  Fort  Montgomery.  Fort  Constitution  is  in 
a  still  more  deplorable  situation  ;  and,  indeed,  if  it  cannot 
be  better  provided,  should  be  dismantled.  We  wish  that 
a  discretionary  power  may  be  given  tor  this  purpose  to 
the  general  that  may  be  vested  with  the  command. 

"  The  Convention  conceive  that  the  neglect  of  these  for- 
tresses arises  chiefly  from  their  want  of  an  active  com- 
mander, whose  attention  is  solely  confined  to  their  defence, 
since  officers  who  expect  daily  to  be  removed,  seldom  ex- 
tend their  care  much  beyond  the  present  hour,  and  are  in- 
difTerent  about  things  of  the  utmost  moment,  when  they 
e.tpecl  to  leave  their  charge  before  any  iriischiefs  happen. 


The  Convention,  therefore,  take  the  liberty  to  sll!:^c.<t  the 
propriety  of  appointing  some  iicneral  commandant  ol  iliose 
forts  and  the  works  tliat  are  now  erecting  iii  the  Highlands, 
With  the  rank  of  brigadier-general.  They  arc  tuo  much 
interested  in  the  success  of  this  measnrc  to  think  any  apo- 
logy necessary  for  mentioning  it,  or  for  recommciuiing  to 
Congress,  General  George  Clinton,  as  a  person  evurv  way 
qualified  for  this  command.  The  Convention  think  it  un- 
necessary to  offer  a  more  particular  recommi'ml.iiion  of 
General  George  Clinton,  whose  character  is  well  known 
to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  to  some  gentlemen  at 
Congress.  He  is  now  employed  in  obstructin;i  the  river, 
a  little  above  Fort  Constitution  ;  a  work  which  they  hope 
will  be  finished  in  a  few  weeks,  and  which  ou^hi  to  lie 
under  the  direction  of  the  neneral  diat  commands  at  the 
forts,  since  it  may  be  necessary  to  remove  part  of  the  can- 
non and  garrison  from  one  to  the  other,  in  order  to  secure 
the  obstruction.  The  Convention  flatter  tliemsclves,  that 
the  Honourable  Congress  will  consider  this  application  as 
sufficiently  important  to  deserve  their  immediate  attention, 
as  delay  must  in  this  case  be  equivalent  to  a  refusal ;  more 
especially,  as  they  are  informed  that  the  enemy  desiizn, 
very  shortly,  to  bend  their  force  against  this  State. 

"  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  A:c. 
"  To  the  Honble.  John  Hancock, 

President,  &c." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  iransmiltcd. 

The  draft  of  the  letter  No.  2,  directed  to  His  Excellency 
General  Washington,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  tiie 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — The  Convention  are  very  happy  to  find  by  the 
gentlemen  that  waited  on  your  Excellency,  that  their  plan 
for  the  security  of  the  forts  meets  with  your  approbation, 
and  that  the  gentleman  they  propose  to  recommend  to  Con- 
gress is  agreeable  to  your  Excellency.  Tliey  take  llie  li- 
berty to  request  that  you  will  expiess  your  sentiments  on 
this  head  to  Congress,  and  urge  their  speedy  adoption  of 
so  salutary  a  measure.  The  Convention  finding  a  great 
deficiency  of  cannon  ball  at  the  fortresses,  have  ordered 
4,000  to  be  cast.  Many  other  articles  necessary  for  their 
defence  being  wanted,  they  have  taken  the  liberty  to  write 
to  General  McDougall  for  the  proper  supplies,  from  the 
Continental  stores.  Your  Excellency's  distance,  and  the 
variety  of  those  cares  which  divide  your  attention,  will 
sufficiently  apologise  for  the  interference  of  Convention  in 
a  matter  of  such  great  importance  to  the  common  interest. 

"  1  have  the  lionour  to  be  t^c. 
"  His  Excellency,  Genl.  Washington." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  liiereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

The  draft  of  letter  No.  3,  directed  to  General  McDou- 
gall, was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
viz  : 

"  Sir — The  Convention  view  with  extreme  concern  the 
defenceless  slate  of  the  fortresses  in  the  Highlands.  They 
find  by  the  returns  from  thence,  that  they  iiavc  not  more 
than  twenty  round  of  shot  for  the  six  32  pounders,  and  not 
a  single  ball  for  the  other  twelve  guns  ;  that  there  is  not 
even  sponges  and  rammers  for  the  cannon  that  are  mount- 
ed ;  in  short,  sir,  that  the  commonest  things  are  wanting. 
I  "^I'liough  this,  sir,  may  be  out  of  our  department,  yet  we 
are  too  deeply  interested  in  the  consequence  of  this  negli- 
gence to  view  It  with  inditfercnce.  We  are  extremely  happy 
to  find  that  your  command  extends  to  these  fort.«,  since  we 
have  reason  to  hope  that  you  will  c.vcrt  yourscll  to  put  them 
in  a  posture  of  defence,  in  order  to  which  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  procure  a  number  of  little  articles,  and  at  least 
4,000  cannon  balls,  a  proportionate  quantity  of  powder  and 
wads,  as  well  as  to  direct  the  making  ot  cartridaes.  By 
the  return  you  will  find  that  if  the  garrison  should  he  in- 
creased, which  it  doubtless  must,  more  musket  cartridges, 
and  of  course  paper  to  make  them,  will  be  necessary.  We 
shall  always  be  ready,  as  far  as  lies  in  our  power,  to  as- 
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sist  you  in  procuring  any  thing  which  may  be  needful  for 
die  security  of  those  fortresses;,  and  have  accordni^ly  or- 
dered 4,000  balls  to  be  cast.  We  hope,  however,  vou  will 
be  able  to  throw  in  a  more  immediate  supply,  as  we  have 
some  reason  to  apprehend  that  ours  may  coiiie  too  late. 

"  I  am,  sir,  6:c. 

"  Brigr.  General  McDougall." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

The  draft  of  letter  No.  -1,  to  (General  George  Clinton, 
was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit  : 

"  Sir — The  Convention  arc  informed  by  the  gentlemen 
appointed  to  confer  with  you  on  the  forwardness  of  the  ob- 
structions in  Hudson's  river,  that  those  works  will  be  com- 
pleted by  the  middle  of  April.  It  is  their  wish  that  so  ne- 
cessary an  affair  should  meet  with  no  dclav. 

"  They  therefore  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  calling 
out  so  many  of  the  militia  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  com- 
pletion of  this  work  by  the  time  prefixed,  should  those  you 
now  have  be  insufficient  for  that  purpose. 

"  They  would  further  observe,  that  stone  may  be  speedi- 
ly procured  b\'  employing  a  number  of  Aibiny  or  other 
sloops,  who  will  readily  contract  by  the  load,  and  furnish 
themselves  with  hands  for  that  purpose. 

"  1  am,  &c. 

•'  Brigr.  General  George  Clinton." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  Iransmiited. 

The  residue  of  the  said  report  was  read,  approved  of, 
and  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"The  committee  are  also  of  opinion  that  a  contract 
should  be  made  for  4,000  cannon  balls,  viz  :  1,000  32  lb. 
1,000  12  lb.  1,000  91b.  and  1,000  tj  lb.  ;  and  for  400  bar 
shot,  to  wit:  100  32  lb.  100  12  lb.  lOU  9  lb.  and  100  6  lb. 
to  be  delivered  by  the  first  day  of  May  next. 

"  They  are  further  of  opinion  that  General  Schuyler 
should  be  requested  to  supply  Genl.  George  Clinton  with 
as  many  heavy  cannon  as  he  can  possibly  spare,  out  of 
those  he  has  purchased  at  Salisbury  or  elsewhere,  and  to 
direct  the  building  of  scows  for  the  transportation  of  can- 
non, agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  General  Wash- 
ington, mentioned  in  the  report  of  your  commillee,  a  copy 
of  which  report  ought  to  be  transmitted  to  Maj.  General 
Schuyler." 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  and  I\Ir.  Wis- 
ner  be  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  what  quantities  of 
shot  and  ball  have  been  furnished  by  this  State  to  the  forts 
Montgomery  and  Constitution,  in  the  Highlands,  and  how 
the  same  have  been  since  disposed  of.  And 

Resolved,  and  Ordered,  That  the  said  coinmittce  be  and 
hereby  are  authorized  and  requested  to  contract  for,  and  pro- 
cure to  be  made,  the  quantities  of  ball  above  mentioned,  to 
be  transported  to  those  fortifications,  or  such  other  places 
on  Hudson's  river  where  necessary  for  defence  against  the 
enemy. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  recommitted,  on  the  17lh 
inst.  that  part  of  the  report  or  resolutions  of  the  former 
committee,  appointed  to  consider  of  Brigadier-General 
Bayley's  demand,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 
The  same  being  again  read  by  paragraphs,  was  amended 
and  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  1st.  That  upon  the  retreat  of  the  army  of  the  United 
Slates  out  of  Canada,  the  inhabitants  of  Gloucester  and 
Cumberland  counties,  as  well  as  those  of  the  State  of  New- 
Hampshire  scaled  on  the  east  side  of  the  Connecticut 
river,  were  greatly  alarmed  from  reports  and  apprehciisions 
that  they  would  be  attacked  by  British  troops  from  Cana- 
da, and  by  the  Indians. 

"  2d.  That  many  families  in  the  above  mentioned  coun- 
ties were  so  much  territied  by  those  reports,  that  they  ac- 
tually removed  into  the  interior  part  of  the  country  for 
safety.  That  to  prevent  the  further  breaking  up  of  the 
frontier  settlements  and  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabi- 
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lants,  Brigadier-General  Bayley  was  applied  to  and  ear- 
nestly solicited,  not  only  by  the  committees  of  Gloucester, 
but  by  those  of  New-Hampshire  bordering  on  Connecticut 
river,  to  engage  and  continue  in  service  as  scouting  parties 
and  guards,  a  number  of  men  who  had  been  eiiipluved  by 
order  of  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  in  umkiiii  'a 
road  from  Connecticut  river  towards  Canada,  the  design 
ot  which  was  about  that  time  laid  aside. 

"3d.  That  General  Bayley  accordinaly  about  the  lOih 
day  of  July  last,  entered  into  a  contract  with  a  numljcr  of 
men,  who  are  named  in  the  pay  roll  referred  to  your  com- 
mittee, of  whom  he  himsell  retained  the  command  or  di- 
rection, Mr.  William  Wallace  being  the  only  oHiccr  under 
him. 

"  4th.  That  the  said  party  continued  in  service  as  auards 
and  scouting  parties,  and  in  building  block  houses  and  forts, 
until  about  the  lOlh  of  September  last. 

"  olh.  That  it  was  a  necessary  service  which  the  cir- 
cumstances of  that  part  of  the  country  strongly  called  for, 
appears  not  only  trom  the  facts  above  alleged,  and  because 
it  is  so  certified  by  ihe  chairmen  of  the  several  committees 
more  immediately  concerned,  but  because  this  Convention 
itself  was  sensible  of  such  necessity,  and  have  given  the 
fullest  evidence  thereof  by  their  resolutions  of  the  23rd  day 
of  July  last,  that  four  companies  of  rangers  should  be 
raised  for  the  defence  of  the  said  counties  of  Cumberland 
and  Gloucester,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants. 

"  6th.  That  those  companies  were  not  completed  till 
about  the  middle  of  August ;  and  on  the  10th  of  Septem- 
ber following,  the  party  so  employed  by  General  Bayley 
was  discharged. 

"  7th.  That  though  General  Bailey  was  not  authorized, 
either  by  the  Continental  Congress  or  by  this  Slate,  to  raise 
the  said  company,  yet  as  it  was  done  for  an  important  ser- 
vice, to  prevent  the  desertion  of  the  frontier  aiul  the  impo- 
verishmentof  the  inhabitants,  and  at  the  request  and  entreaty 
of  committees  both  of  this  Slate  and  New-Hampshire, 

"Sill.  The  Convention,  upon  the  whole,  are  of  opinion 
that  General  Bayley  ought  not  to  be  a  sufferer,  and  tha: 
this  Convention  ought,  in  the  first  instance,  to  advance  to 
him  his  reasonable  disbursements,  and  the  sums  for  which 
he  stands  justly  engaged  concerning  the  premises  ;  the 
Convention  being  further  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  allowed 
as  a  Continental  charge." 

Resolved,  That  the  said  company  employed  by  General 
Bayley  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  on  the  northeastern  fronlier 
of  this  .Slate,  as  scouting  parties,  guards,  and  in  erecting 
block  houses,  ought  to  be  paid  by  this  Convention  ;  and 
that  the  money  to  be  advanced  for  that  purpose  be  charged 
to  the  United  Stales. 

The  pay  and  subsistence  roll  of  the  said  company  en- 
gaged and  employed  by  (general  Bayley  as  guards  and 
scouting  parlies,  and  to  build  block  houses,  was  then  ex- 
I  hibiied  to  llie  Convention  for  payment.  Thereon  is  en- 
dorsed an  affidavit  of  \\'illiam  Wallace,  who  as  an  officer 
superintended  the  said  company,  that  the  said  pay  and 
subsistence  rolls  are  just  and  true,  and  that  the  men  were 
j  actually  in  service  the  lime  therein  specified  ;  and  that  the 
i  charge  is  made  accordinir  to  the  agreement  General  Bay- 
ley  had  made  with  said  men. 

Thereon  is  also  endorsed  a  certificate  of  Matthew  Ad- 
gale,  Alexander  Webster  and  Benjamin  Newkerk,  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  for  auditing  accounts,  that  ihcy  have 
examined  the  said  pay  and  subsistence  rolls,  and  are  of 
opinion  that  there  be  allowed  to  the  tnen  ihercin  named  the 
sum  of  SIX  hundred  and  seventy-one  pounds  and  two  pence 
for  the  said  services. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  agrees  with  their  com- 
mittee in  the  said  report ;  and  General  Jacob  Bayley,  by 
his  letter  of  the  26lh  February  last,  having  desired  that  the 
moneys  due  on  the  said  rolls  may  be  paid  to  Mr.  William 
Wallace, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State 
pay  to  the  said  William  Wallace  the  said  sum  of  six  hun- 
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drcd  and  seventy-one  pounds  and  two  pence,  to  discliarge 
the  said  accounts,  and  take  his  receipt  in  full  tor  tlic  same. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  ITlh  inst. 
Colonel  Palmer's  letter  of  the  llih  inst.  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  deferred  for 
consideration. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration 
of  a  letter  from  General  Geortje  Clinton,  and  the  petition 
of  teamsters  therein  enclosed,  brouglitin  their  report,  wliich 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

Mr.  De  Witt  moved  that  the  Convention  would  now  go 
into  the  consideration  of  the  report  for  empowering  the 
committee  of  Kingston  to  impress  teams  and  erect  an  hos- 
pital in  this  town  ;  but  on  motion  for  an  adjournment,  the 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  March  IS,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigadier-General  Ten  Broeck,  Prest. 
Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Col.  Lott,  Capt.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr. 
Jay,  Maj.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Beekman — For  New-York. 
Mr.  Webster — For  Charlotte. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Maj.  Tappen,  Colonel  Ue  Witt,  3Ir.  Rea,  Mr.  Contine,  Maj.  Parks— 
For  Ulster. 

Gent.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort  Mr.  Tayler,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr- 
Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Robert  Yates^  Mr.  Jacob  Cuyler — For  Aibany. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Smith,  Col.  Allison.  Col.  Sherwood— J'"or  Orange. 

Judge  Graham,  Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Mills,  Colo.  Drake,  Colo.  Van 
Cortlandt,  Mr.  Morris — For  \['cst(.,'ieiicr. 

Mr.  Smith— for  Suffolk. 

Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jas.  Livingston.  Capt.  Jnmc?  Schenk,  Maj. 
H.  Schenk,  Robt.  R.  Livingston,  Capt.  Piatt — For  Dutchess. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Ncwkerk,  Mr.  Paris — For  Tryon. 

Mr.  Governeur  Morris  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that 
the  members  be  permitted  to  smoke  in  the  Conventiun 
Chamber,  to  prevent  bad  eifects  from  the  disagreeable  ef- 
fluvia arising  from  the  jail  below^  Debates  arose  thereon, 
and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive, in  the  manner  following,  to  wit : 


For  the  affirmative. 

Westchester,    4 

Albany,    6 

Ulster,   4 

14 


For  the  negative. 

Tryon,   .3 

New-York,   S 

11 


Dutchess  and  Orange  counties  divided. 

Whereas  from  the  past  want  of  care  in  the  prisoners 
now  confined  in  the  jail  immediately  underneath  the  Con- 
vention Cliamber,  the  same  is  supposed  to  have  become 
unwholesome,  and  very  nauseous  and  disagreeable  effluvia 
arises,  which  may  endanger  the  health  of  the  members  of 
this  Convention.  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  for  the  preservation  of  their  liealth,  the 
members  of  this  Convention  be  at  liberty  at  their  pleasure 
to  smoke  in  the  Convention  Chamber  while  the  House  is 
sitting  and  proceeding  on  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jay,  who  was  seconded, 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  Plall,  Mr.  Cuyler  and  Mr.  Du- 
nne, be  and  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  devise 
ways  and  means  for  clearing  the  jail  below  and  removing 
the  prisoners. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  sloop  of  war  command- 
ed by  Capt.  Castle,  do  proceed  to  New-Windsor,  and  such 
other  places  as  Mattlievv  Contine,  Esquire,  shall  direct, 
and  bring  up  to  Esopus  Landing  all  such  hides  as  belong 
to  this  State. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  form 
of  government. 

The  3rd  paragraph  was  then  taken  into  consideration  ; 
debates  arose  thereon. 

Mr.  Duane  moved  for  the  following  amendment,  to  wit : 
to  expunge  from  the  word  "  proportion"  included,  and 
there  add  the  following  words,  to  wit ;  "in  the  proportion 


following,  to  wit:  in  the  city  and  county  of  New- York, 
eight,  for  the  citv  and  county  of  Albany,  for  the 

county  of  Wcstclicster,         for  the  coufity  of  Dutchess, 
for  the  county  of  Ulster,  for  the  county  of 

Orange,  for  the  county  of  Suffolk.         for  (Queens 

county,       for  ICings  county,         for  Richmond  county, 

for  Tryon  county,         for  the  county  of  Charlotte. 

for  the  county  ot  Cumberland,  fo,  the  county 
01  Gloucester       .  " 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  pm  there- 
on it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  the  manne'i-  following 
to  wit :  °' 

For  the  negative.  For  the  affirmative 

Westchester,    4      New-York,   n 

Orange,   3 

Dutchess,    5 

Albany,   g 

Tryon,   3  . 

Ulster,   4 

Therefore  the  amendment  w^as  rejected.  ..C. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

March  19(h,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Brigr.  General  Ten  Broeck,  President. 
Mr.  Jay — For  New-York. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Newkerk— /'or  Tryon. 

Major  Parks  Mr.  Rea,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Continf 
— For  Ulster. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Tayler,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Gansevoort.  .Mr. 
Robert  Yates,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  AJgate— i'or  .Jlbant/. 
Mr.  Wisner,  INIr.  Smith,  Colo.  Sherwood,  Col.  Allison— i'or  Orange. 
Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Morris,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  MilU,  Major 
Lockxvood,  Colo.  Drake— i'o;'  Westchester. 
Mr.  Smith— i'or  Suffolk. 

Mr.  Jas.  Livingston,   Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Blajor  Schenk,  Capt. 
Scvenk,  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston,  Capt.  Piatt— i'or  Dutchess. 
Mr.  Websler—f  or  Charlotte. 

Mr.  Stevens — For  Cuvxberland.         '     '   ■      '  '■. 

It  being  %  past  eleven  o'clock,  and  a  number  of  mem- 
bers being  absent. 

Ordered,  That  the  doorkeeper  go  to  the  lodgings  of 
all  the  absent  members,  and  inform  them  that  the  House, 
for  want  of  their  attendance,  cannot  proceed  to  business  as 
a  Convention,  and  therefore  request  their  immediate  at- 
tendance. 

Agreed,  That  the  President  write  to  Mr.  Ducr,  and  re- 
quest his  attendance  at  Convention  without  delay.  And 
further,  that  the  President  send  the  letters  agreed  to  yes- 
terday to  Congress,  and  General  Washington  and  Jlr.  .Mc- 
Dougall  by  e.vprcss. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Wednesday  Afternoon,  March  19th,  1777. 
The  President  and  following  members  met : 

Present — Brigr.  General  Ten  Broeck,  President. 
Mr.  Phil.  I^ivingston,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Beekman — Neti-- 
York. 

Major  Tappen,  .Mr.  Rea,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Contine,  Major  Parks 
— Ulster. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Tayler,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Robt.  Yates, 
Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Adgale— Albany. 

Mr.  Morris,  Judge  Graham,  Colo.  Drake,  Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Major 
Lockwood,  .Mr.  Mills — IVestchcster. 

i\Ir.  Smilh— Suffolk. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Piatt,  Capt.  Jno.  Schenk,  Mr.  G.  Living- 
ston, Mr.  Henry  iii:hcnk— Dutchess. 

Col.  Allison,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Mr.  Wisner,  Col.  Sherwood— Orange. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Major  Webster — Charlotte.         .       ,,,  :  „  v 

Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Mr.  Harper,  >rr.  Pans,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Newkerk— T"?  j/on. 
Several  members  being  absent, 

Oidered,  That  the  doorkeeper  call  all  the  absent  mem- 
bers who  are  in  Kingston. 
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The  members  present  (in  tlir  mean  lime)  proceeded  to 
business  as  a  Committee  ot"  Safety- 

A  letter  from  the  committee  v(  Claverack,  dated  Marcli 
18,  1777,  and  signed  b_v  Peter  Conlme,  clerk,  relative  to 
a  certain  John  E.  Van  Alen,  a  daiiLrcrous,  disatleclcd  per- 
son, sent  down  to  Convention  in  liie  custody  of  Lieut.  Mul- 
ler,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  Vatcs,  Mr.  Joseph  H.  Smitli 
and  Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  be  a  committee  to  examine  the  said 
John  E.  Van  Alen,  and  to  take  such  measures  respecting 
him  as  to  them  shall  appear  proper, 

A  letter  from  Herman  HotFinan,  dated  Rhincbcck, 
March  17,  enclosing  the  atHdavit  of  John  Siaats  against 
Ryer  Schermerhorne,  charging  him  with  depreciating  the 
paper  currency,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  afiidavit  be  referred 
to  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Phil.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Robert  Yates. 

A  letter  from  Doctor  Chauncey  Graham,  enclosing  his 
account,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  auditing  committee. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  write  a  letter  to  Colonel 
H.  B.  Livingston,  requesting  him  to  inform  Convention 
what  stock,  arms  and  other  property  were  brought  from 
Long  island  to  Connecticut  by  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand. 


THURSDAY  MORNING, 

March  20,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pbesent — Brigr.  General  Ten  Brocck,  Prtsidt. 
Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Harper,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Major  R.  Livingston,  !Mr. 
Duane,  Mr.  Beekman,  Colo.  Lett,  >Ir.  Dunscomb — yew-York. 
Maj.  Lawrence — Queens. 
Mr.  Websicr— Charlotte. 

Maj.  Tappen,  Mr.  Rea,  Major  Parks,  Colo.  De  Win— Ulster. 

Genl.  Ten  Brocck,  ]Mr.  Ciivler,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck, 

Mr.  Tajler,  Mr.  Robt.  Yales—.Jlbany. 

Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Mr.  Wisner,  Col.  Alli>on  — OraJi je. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Colo.  Drake,  Major  IjOckwood,  Mr,  ,Mills,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, Colo.  Van  Corllandl — H'estchesler. 
Mr.  Smith— S»/o/fc. 

Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Capt.  John  Schenk,  Mr.  U.  K.  Livingston,  Capt. 
Vlvilt— Dutchess. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Xewkcrk— rrj/oji. 

A  letter  from  Lieut.  Colonel  Marinus  Willet,  with  a  re- 
turn of  that  part  of  Colo.  Gansevoort's  regiment  as  are  at 
Fishkill  forts  in  the  Highlands,  &:c.  was  read  and  filed. 

The  committee  to  wliorn  was  referred  to  devise  ways 
and  means  for  clearing  the  jail  in  Kingston  and  removing 
the  prisoners  from  thence,  brought  in  tlieir  rejiort,  which 
was  read  and  recommitted. 

Ordered,  That  xMr.  Phil.  Livingston  and  .Mr.  Jay  be 
added  to  the  said  committee  ;  and  that  tlic  said  commiiiec 
be  instructed  to  report  to  this  House  the  crimes  with  whicii 
the  si.^  persons  named  in  the  first  clause  ol  tiie  said  report 
stand  charged  ;  and  whcllier,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said 
committee,  all  or  any,  and  which  of  the  said  prisoners, 
ouglit  to  remain  longer  confined,  and  wiiere. 

The  Convention  proceeded  further  to  consuicr  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  form  of  government. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris  and  seconded, 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  3id  and  4th 
paragraphs  be  postponed  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Jay  gave  notice  thai  he  will  to-morrow  move  for  the 
reconsideration  of  the  2nd  para2;rapii,  giving  the  {I'overnor 
a  negative  on  all  laws  ;  and  of  the  5lh  jiaragraph,  declar- 
ing that  elections  shall  be  held  according  to  the  tormcr  laws 
of  the  Colony. 

The  si.xth  paragraph  was  then  read  ;  the  former  amend- 
ment thereto  agreed  on,  and  the  entry  postponing  the  same 
on  Friday  last,  was  then  read. 


I     On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  who  was  seconded, 
1     Ordered,  That  the  furtiicr  consideration  of  the  sixth 
I  paragraph  be  postponed  for  the  present. 
I     The  seventh  paragraph  being  read,  on  motion  of  .Mr. 
Morris, 

Ordered,  That  the  7lh  paragraph  be  postponed  lor  fur- 
ther consideration. 

The  8th  paragraph  was  then  read,  and  was  read  a  se- 
cond time. 

The  said  paragraph  was  then  read  in  parts.  Convcnlion 
agreed  to  the  following  words  :  "  That  the  Assembly  thus 
constituted  shall  choose  their  own  speaker."  Then  to  the 
following  words  :  "  Be  judges  of  their  own  members.'' 
The  next  part  of  the  paragraph,  viz  :  "  And  proceed  in 
doing  business  in  like  manner  as  the  Assemblies  of  the 
Colony  of  New-York  formerly  did." 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  after  the  word 
'■  members,"  the  words  "  enjoy  the  same  privilejes,"  be 
inserted,  and  that  after  the  word  "  New-York,"  the  words 
"of  right"  be  inserted. 

The  same  amendments  being  agreed  to  and  inserted, 
that  part  of  tlie  paragraph  was  again  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  residue  of  the  said  Stli  paragraph  was  then  read  nnd 
agreed  to. 

The  ninth  paragraph  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Robert  Harper  moved  and  was  seconded,  that  the 
W'Ords  "  possessed  of  freeholds  of  the  value  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds,  over  and  above  all  debts  and  incumbrances 
thereon,"  be  obliterated.  The  question  being  put,  was  car- 
ried in  the  negative. 

The  said  paragraph  being  then  read,  Mr.  Jay  moved  and 
was  seconded,  that  llie  words  "  and  incumbrances  "'  be  ob- 
literated, and  the  word  "charges"  lliere  inserted.  The 
same  being  unanimously  agreed  to  and  inserted,  the  said 
ninth  paragraph  was  then  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  tenth  paragraph  was  then  read. 

j\Ir.  Wm.  Harper  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Rea,  that  the  word  "four"  be  obliterated,  and  the  word 
"one"  inserted  in  its  stead. 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative  by  a  great  majority.  The  words  "  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  be  elected  for  four  years,"  were  then 
read  and  agreed  to.  The  residue  of  the  10th  paragraph 
was  then  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  eleventh  paragraph  was  then  read. 

Mr.  W  sner  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the 
word  "four"  be  changed  into  "fourteen,"  and  the  word 
"great,"  obliterated;  and  assigned  as  a  reason,  tliat  they 
may  be  chosen  by  the  counties. 

Debates  arose  ihereon,  and  the  question  being  put  there- 
on. It  was  determined  in  tiie  negative,  by  a  great  majo- 
rity,    v..  .  . 

Thdrsday  Afternoon,  March  20th,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pre-ent— Brigr.  General  Ten  Broeck,  President. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Slajor  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Eeekraan,  Mt. 
Pliil.  Livingston,  Mr.  ])uane,  Mr.  Jay— J^or  iVcu--l'orfc. 
Major  Lawrence  -For  Queens. 
.Major  Webster— /■'or  Charlotte. 

Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Rea,  Colo.  Do  AVitt,  Majr.  Parks— for  i'Uter. 
GcnI.  Ten  Brocck,  Mr.  Cuylcr,  Mr.  Tayler,  Mr.  Robt.  Yates.  Mr. 
Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  .A-dgate,  Mr.  Gansevoort— Jor  Albany. 
•Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Mr.  Wisncr,  Col.  Allison— For  Orange. 
Mr.  Stevens — For  Cumberland. 

Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Mills,  Major  Lockwood,  Colo.  Drake,  Col.  Van 
Cortlandt— /'or  Westche.'.ter. 
^\r.  Sinilh-i'or  Suffolk. 

Capt.  Piatt,  Capt.  Jno.  Schenk,  -Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Mr.  James 
Livingston— J^'or  Dutchess. 
.Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Ncwkerk— i'or  Tryon. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  P.  Gansevoort,  dated  Albany, 
March  17th,  acknow  letlging  the  receipt  of  the  order  of 
Convention  of  the  lOlh  uislant,  directing  the  commanding 
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otliccrs  of  the  five  CoiuinciUiil  regiments  raising  in  this 
Stale,  10  inakc  returns  of  their  respective  rctriinonls  ;  and 
also  a  letter  from  LieiUenant-Coloncl  VViliet,  dated  at  I'ort 
Constitution,  on  liie  17th  instant,  enclosing  a  return  of 
part  of  Colo.  Gansevoort's  regiment,  were  respectively 
read. 

Mr.  Tayler  informed  the  House  that  his  attendance  on 
the  commissioners  for  auditing  the  Continental  accounts, 
at  Albany,  is  indispensablv  necessary,  for  the  purpose  ot 
accounting  with  them  for  largo  sums  of  money  advanced 
to  him  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  clothing  for  the  Ame- 
rican army  ;  and  tlierefore  requests  leave  ot  absence,  to 
return  as  soon  as  that  business  will  possibly  admit. 

Resolved,  That  ^Mr.  Tayler  liave  leave  of  absence,  on 
condition  that  he  return  as  soon  as  the  public  business 
which  now  calls  him  to  Albany,  will  possibly  admit. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  plan  of 
government. 

The  eleventh  paragraph  was  then  read. 

After  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  for  the  present. 

Tlie  32nd  paragraph  was  then  read,  declaring  that  the 
free  toleration  of  religious  profession  and  worship  shall  for- 
ever hereafter  be  allowed  to  ail  mankind. 

Mr.  Jay  then  moved  that  a  proviso  be  added  in  the  fol- 
lowing words,  viz  : 

"  Provided  nevertheless,  that  nothing  in  this  clause  con- 
tained, shall  be  construed  to  extend  the  toleration  of  any 
sect  or  denomination  of  Cliristians,  or  others,  by  whatever 
name  distinguished,  who  inculcate  and  hold  for  true  doc- 
trines, principles  inconsistent  with  the  safetv  of  civil  soci- 
ety, of  and  concerning  which  the  Legislature  of  this  State 
shall  from  time  to  time  judge  and  determine." 

Many  debates  arose  thereon. 

After  much  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Jay  moved  for,  and 
had  leave  to  withdraw  the  said  amendment ;  and  tiien 
moved  for  and  was  seconded,  to  substitute  the  following 
addition  to  the  32nd  paragraph,  in  its  stead,  viz  : 

"  Except  the  professors  of  the  religion  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  who  ought  not  to  hold  lands  in,  or  be  admitted  to 
a  participation  of  the  civil  rights  enjoyed  bv  the  members 
of  this  Slate,  until  such  time  as  the  said  professors  shall 
appear  in  the  supreme  court  of  this  State,  and  there  most 
solemnly  swear,  that  they  verily  believe  in  ilieir  conscien- 
ces, that  no  pope,  priest  or  foreign  authority  on  earth,  hath 
power  to  absolve  the  subjects  of  this  State  from  their  al- 
legiance to  the  same.  And  further,  that  they-  renounce 
and  believe  to  be  false  and  wicked,  the  dangerous  and 
damnable  doctrine,  that  the  pope,  or  any  other  earthly  au- 
thority, have  power  to  absolve  men  from  sins,  described 
in,  and  prohibited  by  the  Holy  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  ; 
and  particularly,  that  no  pope,  priest  or  foreign  authority 
on  earth,  hath  power  to  absolve  them  from  the  obligation 
of  this  oath." 

Long  debates  arose  thereon  ;  and  the  question  being 
put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  the  manner 
following,  to  wit : 


For  the  negative. 

Albany   6 

Dutchess,    5 

New-York,   8 

Mr.   Jay   and    Mr.  Van 
Zandt  dissenting. 


For  the  affirmative. 
Orange   3 

Mr.  Jos.  Smith  dissenting. 

Tryon   3 

Ulster,   4 

Mr.  Tappen  dissenting. 


19  10 

Westchester  divided. 

Mr.  Jay  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postponed  till  lo-niorrow  morning. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it 
■was  carried  in  the  affirmative  in  the  manner  following,  to 
wit : 


Fur  the  a]]lr Illative.  For  the  negative. 

Tryon,   3       Albany,   1; 

t'l=ter,   .)  iMr,  Ad;;ate  dissenting. 

Westchester  New-York,   

.Mr.  .Morris  dissentini;.  .Mr.  Jay  disscntin;;. 

Orange,   3   

Dutchess,    5  14 
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FRIDAY  MORNING, 

March  21,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjourninciu. 

Phesent — Brisr.  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Dnnscoiiib,  Colo.  Lott,  Mr-  lieekninii.  Cap;. 

Rutgers,  Mr.  Robert  Harper,  Mr.  Piiil.  Livingston,  Mr.  Uuaiie  Fcr 

A'ew-Yurli. 

Maj.  Lawrence — For  Queens.  j  _^ 

Maj.  Webster — For  Charlotte. 

Maj.  Tappen,  Maj.  Parks,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Rea — For  Vlster. 
Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoorl,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck, 
Mr.  Robt.  Yates,  .Mr.  Adgale— /'or  JJlbany. 

Colo.  Allison,  Jlr.  Jos.  Smith,  Mr.  Wisner.  Colo.  Sherwooil — For 
Orange. 

Mr.  Stevens — For  Cumberland. 

Major  Lockwood,  Colo.  Drake,  Mr.  Morns,  Colo.  Van  Corll.Tiidt,  Mr. 
]\Iills,  Judge  Graham— for  Westehester. 
Mr.  Smith — For  Sujjolk. 

Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Jas.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingi.lon.  Capt.  J  no. 
Schenk,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — For  Dutchess. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Newkerk — For  Tnion. 
The  House  having  received  inforinalion  that  a  party  of 
the  enemy  have  penetrated  into  Westchester  couiitv,  and 
taken  prisoners  and  carried  oft  one  ot  our  advanced  cuards, 
and  several  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  and  the 
members  of  the  said  county  being  desirous  that  .Mnicr 
Lockwood  should  repair  to  the  said  county  and  inquire  into 
the  circumstances  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Major  Lockv/ood  have  leave  of  absence 
to  repair  to,  and  to  in([uire  into  the  state  of  Westchester 
county,  and  that  he  report  the  same  to  the  House  as  soon 
as  possible. 

A  letter  from  the  commissioneis  for  detecting  conspira- 
cies, &c.  dated  the  19lli  inst.  suggcsiing  the  impropriety  of 
permitting  persons,  who  refuse  to  lake  the  oalli  of  alleginiice, 
indiscriminately  to  go  to  New- York  and  join  the  enemy, 
and  taking  with  them  more  apparel  and  furniture  tiian  is 
necessarily  required,  was  read.    And  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  notwithstanding  the  resolutions  passed 
on  the  instant,  the  commissioners  for  detecting  and  de- 
feating all  conspiracies,  &c.  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  in- 
structed to  use  a  discretionary  power  in  granting  the  in- 
dulgences in  the  said  resolutions  specified,  and  lliat  such 
as  may  have  taken  tlie  benefit  ot  the  said  resolutions,  as 
well  as  those  whom  the  said  commissioners  mav  think 
proper  to  admit  to  the  benefit  thereof,  be  not  suffered  to 
carry  with  them  more  apparel  and  household  furniture 
than  are  necessary  for  iheir  comfortable  accommodation. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Wm.  Bedlow,  dated  Marcli  19lh,  was 
read.  He  therein  requests,  by  order  of  General  George 
Clinton,  an  advance  of  £"3000,  for  the  use  of  the  works 
carrying  on  for  the  obstructions  in  Hudson's  river,  at  Pol- 
lepel's  isle,  near  the  Highlands  ;  and  requests  some  in- 
structions relative  to  settling  with  and  paying  the  owners 
of  vessels  employed  last  December  in  bringing  stone  to 
the  said  works.  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Mr.  William  Bedlow  the  sum  of  X'3000,  for  the  use  of  the 
works  carrying  on  for  the  obstructions  in  Hudson's  river, 
near  Pollopel's  isle,  and  that  the  said  Treasurer  deliver  the 
said  money  to  Capt.  Samuel  Clarke,  to  be  by  Imn  convey- 
ed to  Mr.  Bedlow,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same.  And 


■.I'l  ;'.'ir.';  it.'i  nL-,'-f  .  jlr.O 

'  I,  .lip.  .J  .i-oJ. 


.1',!'  1  I ,)        I    ,  : 

.  •  I...      '  ....  .  M  10 


••i.->.:..>h'.   ■':      ■.   '  ■■■  ■■  ' 


3{tnji!0       a  ...... 


 (I^V..: 


,SP:'.i>,-..,;i. 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  CONVENTION. 


845 


Ordered,  That  Capt.  Bcillow  be  informed  tliat  it  is  tlic 
sense  of  the  Convciition  ilial  lie  oiinht  lo  liquidate  and  pav 
the  accounts  of  the  owners  of  llio  vessels  einplovcd  last 
December,  as  to  him  shall  appear  to  be  just  and  equitable. 

WiiEUEAS  the  Convention  did,  in  and  l>v  certain  reso- 
lutions, passed  on  the  sixth  day  of  .March  instant,  appoint 
sundry  persons  therein  named  coiiitnissioners  lo  lake  into 
their  custody,  and  dispose  of  the  personal  properiv  of  ill 
disposed  persons,  who  have  sione  over  to,  or  arc  with  the 
enemy  :  And  whereas  tlie  powers  given  to  the  said  com- 
missioners by  the  said  resolutions  may,  in  some  instances, 
be  found  incompetent  for  ihc  purposes  therein  mentioned  : 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  respective  commissioners  therein 
named  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  in  ca^cs  wiiere 
upon  demand  such  personal  property  is  refused  lo  be  ^iven 
up,  to  apply  to  the  respective  county,  or  district  coiiunit- 
tees,  or  the  militia  oiTicers  in  the  respective  counties,  tor 
such  aid  as  may  be  judged  necessary  to  carry  the  aloresaid 
resolutions  into  execution. 

And  whereas  Tunis  Kuyper,  Esq.  of  Kakiat,  in  Orange 
county,  who  was  intended  bv  iho  said  resolutions  to  be  ap- 
pointed a  commissioner,  with  Jesse  \\'oodhnl!  and  John 
Coe,  Esquires,  to  take  into  their  custody,  and  dispose  of, 
the  personal  property  of  ill  disposed  persons  wiio  are  gone 
over  to,  or  are  with  the  enemy,  was  throuiih  niisinlornia- 
tion,  in  the  said  resolutions  called  by  the  name  of  Gilbert 
Kuyper :  Therefore, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  said  Jesse  Woodhull, 
John  Coe  and  Tunis  Kuyper  be  informed  of  this  misnomer, 
and  that  the  said  Tunis  Kuyper  be,  and  is  hereby  apjjomled 
a  commissioner  for  the  purposes  and  with  the  powers  in 
those  resolutions  named. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  advance  to 
Wm.  Harper,  Matthew  Contine  and  Christcpiicr  'I'appen, 
Esquires,  a  committee  appointed  for  liie  purpose  ot  pur- 
chasing arras  on  account  of  this  State,  or  either  ot  them, 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars  ;  and  that  the  said  com- 
mittee do  render  to  tliis  Convention  with  all  convenient 
speed,  an  account,  with  proper  vouchers  of  the  expendi- 
tures of  all  the  moneys  to  them  advanced  for  the  above  pur- 
pose. 

Resolved,  That  Zebulon  Scofield  be  permitted,  with  his 
wife  and  daughter  and  etfects,  to  go  to  the  city  of  New- 
York,  and  that  he  repair  to  Poiighkeepsie  and  embark  from 
thence  under  the  direction  of  the  coininittco  of  Pouglikecp- 
sic  precinct,  who  are  requested  to  observe  the  like  conduct 
towards  Mr.  Scofield  as  they  were  directed  lo  observe  to- 
ward Mr.  Fisher. 

Ordered  That  a  commission  issue  to  William  Fansher 
as  captain  of  the  Poundridge  company  of  miiitia;  and  that 
three  blank  commissions  for  the  subalterns  of  the  said  com- 
pany be  delivered  lo  Major  Lockwood,  to  be  by  him  tilled 
up  with  names  of  such  persons  as  shall  be  chosen. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of 
Jacob  King,  a  private  in  Capt.  Duryee"s  company,  m  Colo- 
nel Swarlwout's  regiment,  concerning  a  set  of  armourer's 
tools  belonging  to  lum,  and  which  were  lost  in  the  retreat 
from  King's  Bridge,  delivered  in  their  report,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"That  this  Slate  ought  not  of  riiiht  to  pay  for  the  said 
tools,  as  they  were  lost  in  the  service  of  the  Continent." 
The  same  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  ttiereof  be  postponed. 

The  petition  of  the  ship  joiners  on  board  the  siiip  ol  war 
Congress,  praying  for  an  augmentation  of  wages,  w  is  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  advance  to 
the  Honourable  Henry  Wisner,  Escjuirc,  the  sum  of  six 
hundred  pounds,  on  account  of  salipclre,  bv  iiiin  purchased 
on  account  of  this  Slate,  and  lake  his  receipt  to  account  for 
the  same. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
Peter  Colt,  relative  to  his  transactions  as  an  agent  lor  the 
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Stale  sloop  of  war  Montgomery,  reported  the  draft  of  an 
answer  thereto,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  ordered 
to  be  transiTiiltcd,  and  is  in  the  words  fullowinir,  to  wit; 

"  Sir — I  am  directed  by  Convention  to  ackiiowledire  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  11th  inst.  and  to  intoim  you 
that  there  has  been  no  account  of  sales  rendered  of  the 
prize  goods  alluded  to  in  your  letter;  and  as  Joscuh  H:d!ett 
and  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Esquires,  who  were  apin-.mtod 
agents  for  the  privateer  Montgomery,  and  Captain  i»oi;ers 
and  his  crew,  who  are  interested  therein,  arc  now  absent; 
we  are  unacquainted  whether  the  negroes  arc  slaves  or  not, 
and  if  slaves,  what  their  true  value  is  ;  and  as  the  Conven- 
tion have  been  informed  that  many  of  the  prize  goods  were 
sold  for  less  than  half  their  value,  we  can  give  no  intiruc- 
lions  at  present  concerning  them. 

"  I  am,  &c. 

"  By  order. 

"  To  Mr.  Peter  Colt,  at  New-Haven." 

Friday  Afternoon,  March  21,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prese.vt — Brigr.  General  Ten  Brocck,  President. 

Colo.  Lott,  Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Dunne,  Mr.  Duns- 
romb,  Mr.  Beekman,  Jlr.  Robert  Harper,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Major  Van 
Z  a  nd  t — New-York. 

Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

rtlajor  Webster— C/iar/o((c. 

Major  Tappen,  Major  Parlis,  Mr.  Rea,  Col.  De  V<il— Ulster. 
Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Robert  Yates,  jMr.  Cviyler, 
Mr.  Uansevoort,  Mr.  Adgate — Albany. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Jus.  Smith,  Colo.  Sherwood— Ora.nje. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cinnberland. 

Judse  Graham,  Mr.  Morris,  Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Mills,  Colo.  Van 
Cortlandt,  Colo.  Drake — IVestelicstcr. 
Mr.  Smah— Suffolk. 

Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jas.  Livingston,  Capt.  Jno.  Sclienk,  Capt 
Flatl,  Mr.  li.  R.  Livingston— Duic/icss. 

Mr.  Harper.  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 

A  letter  from  the  Honourable  Lewis  Morris,  Esquire,  at 
Congress,  dated  Phila.  the  IGlh  instant,  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  the  letter  from  Convention,  was  read  and  filed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  ihc  consideration  of  the  plan  of 
governmcnl.  The  thirty-second  paragraph  being  read,  Mr. 
Jay,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wisner,  moved  fur  the  following 
amendincnt,  to  wit:  after  the  word  "mankind,"  add  "  pro- 
vided that  the  liberty  of  conscience  hereby  granted,  shall 
not  be  construed  to  encourage  licentiousness,  or  be  used  in 
such  manner  as  lo  disturb  or  endanger  the  safety  of  the 
Slate.'' 

Mr.  .Morris  moved  for  the  sense  of  the  House,  whether 
lliis  proposed  aiTiendment  is  not  the  same  in  substance  with 
-Mr.  Jay's  proposed  amendment  last  night,  and  which  was 
with  leave  withdrawn. 

The  question  being  put  by  ayes  and  noes,  it  was  deter- 
mined not  to  be  the  same  in  substance. 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  moved,  and  was  seconded, 
that  an  amendment  in  ihe  following  words,  to  wit,  "  pro- 
vided that  this  toleration  shall  not  extend  to  justify  the 
professors  of  any  religion  in  disturbing  the  peace,  or  viola- 
ting ilie  laws  of  the  State,"  be  substituted  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  Jay's  proposed  amendment. 

1  lie  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative,  in  manner  following,  to  wit ; 

For  the  affirmative.  For  ihe  negalii'c. 

Albany,   6       Ulster,   4 

Dutchess,   5       Tryon,   3 

Messrs.  G.  Livingston  and  New.York,   8 

Capt.  Piatt  dissenting.  Westchester,   4 

Orange  divided.  11  19 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  Mr.  Jay's  amendment, 
viz.  that  a  proviso  be  added  in  tiic  following  words  :  "  pro- 
vided that  the  liberty  of  conscience  hereby  granted,  shall 
not  be  construed  to  encourage  licentiousness,  or  be  used 
in  such  manner  as  lo  disturb  or  endanger  ihe  safely  of  the 
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St  itc  "  0"'^  ^^^^  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  the 
manner  following,  to  wit : 


Tor  the  ajffirmative. 

lllstcr,   "* 

WesWhester,   -4 

Mr.  Morris  and  Judge  Gra- 
ham dissenting. 


For  the  negative. 

Albany   ^ 

Mr.  Adgate  dissenting. 

Dutchess,  ••••• 

Capt.  Piatt  and  Gilbert 
Livingston  dissenting. 

11 

Orange  divided. 

Mr.  Morris  then  moved  that  the  question  on  the  said 
32Md  paragraph,  with  the  amendment  as  last  carried,  be 
poslponcd. 

Debates  arose,  and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 


Tryon,   ^ 

New-York,  » 

19 


For  the  negative. 

Ulster,   4 

Tryon,   3 


For  the  affirmative. 

Albany,   6 

Dutchess,   ^ 

N'ew-York,  _°  .j 

19    Orange  and  Westchester  divided. 

The  33rd  paragraph,  excluding  all  ministers  of  the 
Gospel  from  offices,  civil  and  military,  was  then  read,  and 
being  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  34th  paragraph  (that  the  militia  shall  forever  be 
armed,  &c.)  was  then  lead  ;  and  being  again  read,  was 
agreed  to. 

The  35th  paragraph,  relating  to  trial  by  jury,  was  then 
read  ;  and  being  read  a  second  time,  and  some  amendments 
moved  for,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morns,  the  same  was,  by 
unanimous  consent,  postponed. 

The  36th  paragrapii,  relating  to  tlie  naturalization  of 
persons  coming  into  this  State,  was  read.  The  same  being 
again  read,  Mr.  Jay  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Uunscomb,  that  between  the  word  "  Stale"  and  the  word 
"  shall,"  the  following  words  be  inserted,  to  wit :  "  and 
abjure  and  renounce  all  allegiance  and  subjection  to  all  and 
every  foreign  king,  prince,  potentate  and  state,  in  all  mat- 
ters ecclesiastical  as  well  as  civil." 

Debates  arose  thereon. 

Mr.  Morris  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the 
words  "  and  subjection "  in  the  proposed  amendment,  be 
obliterated. 

Debates  also  arose  thereon. 

After  some  lime  spent  therein 
and  seconded,  that  the  failher 
postponed  for  the  present. 


a  motion  was  then  made 
consideration  thereof  be 


SATURDAY  MORNING, 

March  22nd,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Peesent— Brigr.  Gcnl.  Ten  Broeck,  Presidt. 

Mr.  Duane,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Beekman,  Colo.  Lott,  Capt. 
Rul»crs,  Mr.  Robert  Harper,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Phil.  Livingston — For  New- 
York. 

Major  Laurence — For  Queens. 
Mr.  Webster — For  Charlotte 

Major  Parks,  Colo.  De  Wilt,  Major  Tappcn— For  Ulster. 

Gcnl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gnnsevoort,  >rr.  Robert  Yates,  Mr.  Ten 
Broeck,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Cuyler— For  Albany. 

Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Mr.  Wisner.  Colo.  Sherwood— For 
Orange. 

Mr.  Stevens — For  Cumberland. 

Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Mills,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Major 
Lockwood — For  Westchester. 
Mr.  Smith— For  Suffolk. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  James  Livincrslon,  Capt.  John  Schenk, 
Capt.  Piatt,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston— For  Dutchess. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Newkerk,  Mr.  Paris— F'or  Tryon. 

The  Convention  having  information  that  a  sufficiency 
of  shirts  were  already  provided  for  the  troops  raising  in 
this  State,  directed  Major  Lockwood  to  inform  Mr.  Leake 


to  widihold  the  purchasing  of  anymore  shirts;  and  Uui 
House  being  since  informed  that  a  greater  (juaiitily  ul  shirts 
than  these  provided,  will  be  wanting  : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Curtcnius,  .Mr.  Leake,  and  the 
other  persons  employed  to  purcliase  clothmi;  fur  the  ironps 
raismg  in  this  State,  be  directed  to  proceed  in  the  purcha- 
sing of  sliirts,  (Sec.  the  above  mentioned  order  nolwiih- 
standing. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  of  this 
Convention,  passed  on  the  si.\th  day  of  March  instant,  ap- 
pointing conmiissioners  to  dispose  of  the  personal  )irii|iL-riy 
of  ill  disposed  persons  gone  over  to  the  eaemv-,  ami  liiu  re- 
solutions of  the  seventh  instant,  empowering  ihc  coninus- 
sioncrs  appointed  for  the  detecting  and  defeating  a!i  cun- 
spiracies  within  this  State,  to  permit  such  persons  to  l'"o  to 
the  enemy  as  refuse  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  ihis 
State;  the  last  letter  received  from  ihc  said  commission- 
ers, the  resolutions  of  yesterday  in  addition  to  the  first 
above  mentioned,  and  the  resolutions  of  yesterday  in  ad- 
dition to  the  second  above  mentioned  resolutions  ;  and  also, 
the  five  several  queries  delivered  to  Convention  this  day 
on  behalf  of  Richard  Sncdeker,  Esquire,  and  others,  pri- 
soners on  parol,  who  liave  been  before  the  said  commis- 
sioners first  above  mentioned,  be  committed  to  a  committee 
of  this  Convention,  to  consider  of  and  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  iMr.  Jay,  Mr.  Piatt  and  Mr.  li.  Iv.  Li- 
vingston, be  a  commiUee  for  that  purpose. 

The  following  resolutions  relative  to  Mrs.  Clopper  and 
Miss  Clopper,  the  wife  and  daughter  of  Cornelius  Clopper, 
were  read  and  agreed  to,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  .Mrs.  Clopper,  wife  of  Cornelius  Clop- 
per, who  hath  lately  gone  to  the  enemy  at  New-York,  be 
permitted  to  proceed  thither  with  her  daughter. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  permitted  to  lake  witli  ihem 
their  apparel  and  only  such  pari  of  the  furnilure  ot  the  said 
Cornelius  Clopper,  as  the  commissioners  for  taking  care  of 
the  personal  property  of  persons  gone  to  tlie  enemy,  may 
judge  necessary  lor  their  accommodation  ;  and  that  they 
lake  no  more  provisions  and  liquor  of  any  kind  with  them 
than  what  the  said  commissioners  may  judge  to  be  neces- 
sary for  their  comtui  tablc  subsistence  on  their  pas.sage. 

Resolved,  That  plate  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  in- 
cluded in  the  article  of  furnilure,  and  that  the  said  commis- 
sioners ought  to  examine  the  baggage  of  the  said  persons, 
and  take  care  thai  these  resolutions  be  punctually  executed. 

Resolved,  Thai  the  said  commissioners  do  administer  an 
oath  to  the  said  persons,  not  to  carry  any  letters  with  them 
or  communicate  any  intelligence  to  any  person  or  persons 
in  the  city  of  New-York,  or  other  places  in  possession  of 
the  enemy. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  persons  do  not  take  with  them 
any  books  of  accounts,  bonds,  notes,  or  deeds,  nor  any 
greater  sum  in  money  or  cash  than  tlie  sum  of  fifty  pounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  Mrs.  Clopper  with 
a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

A  letter  from  John  Barclay,  Esquire,  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  Albany,  dated  the  lyih  instant,  relative  to 
obstructing  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river  at  ihe  Groot 
Embought  and  the  removing  the  grain  from  places  adja- 
cent to  the  river,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  last  paragraph  of  the  said  letter  re- 
lating to  ihe  removal  of  the  gram,  be  cnmmillcd  to  Capt. 
Piatt,  Major  Lawrence  and  Mr.  Jacob  Cuvler. 

A  letter  from  John  A.  Bradt,  dated  at  Schcnactady,  the 
I8lh  of  March  instant,  with  a  musler  roll  of  his  company, 
showing  the  stale  of  that  company  on  the  5th  instant,  were 
respeciively  read  and  filed. 

A  letter  from  Lieut.  Colo.  James  Bruyn,  of  Colonel 
Dubois'  regiment,  dated  the  UHh  instant,  applying,  at  the 
request  of  Colonel  Dubois,  for  an  advance  of  one  thousand 
pounds  on  account  of  bounty  for  the  said  regiment,  was 
read  and  filed. 

Resolved,  That  one  thousand  pounds  be  advanced  to 
Colonel  Lewis  Dubois  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  boun- 
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lies  which  are  or  may  be  due  to  his  regiment,  and  that  the 
same  be  cliarged  to  the  said  ie<i[iiiiciit. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  Treasurer  ol  tins  State  advance  to 
Colonel  Lewis  Dubois  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  on 
account  of  bounty  for  his  regiment.  And, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  'iVeasurer  pav  the  said  sum  of 
one  thousand  pounds  to  Lieut.  Colo.  Bniyn,  of  the  said 
regiment,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  T\\:x\.  the  coloncis  of  the  regiments  directed 
to  be  raised  in  this  Slate,  be  uiformcd  that  ilicir  future  ap- 
plications for  money  be  made  to  the  Paymaster-General  of 
the  American  army. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  receipts  or  vouchers  of 
the  sums  of  money  advanced  bv  this  Slate  to  the  colonels 
of  the  said  regiments,  be  forlhwiili  transnutled  to  the  Pay- 
master-General. 

The  petition  of  Samuel  Knap,  confined  in  Oranco  county 
jail  under  sentence  of  death,  was  read  and  cominiilcd  to 
the  committee  to  whom  are  committed  the  letters  from 
General  George  Chnton  and  Colonel  Woodhull,  with  the 
papers  of  the  general  court  martial. 

Major  Lockwood,  for  reasons  assigned,  had  leave  of 
absence. 

The  report  of  the  committee  for  ways  and  means  for 
clearing  the  jail  in  Kingston  and  removing  the  prisoners 
from  thence,  was  read  and  agreed  to. 


DIE  LUN^,  10  no.  a.  m. 

March  24,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigr.  General  Ten  Broeck,  Prest. 

Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Mr.  Beekraan,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Colo. 
Stoutenburgh — Neu.--Yorli- 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Jlr.  Paris,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Newkirk — 
Tryon. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith— Si//b'fc- 

Mr.  AJgale,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Robert  Yates — 
jllbany. 

Mr.  Mills,  Judge  Graham,  Col.  Van  Cortlandt — Westchester, 
Major  Webster — Charloite. 

Major  Lawrence — Queens.  ^  . 

Col.  De  Wilt,  Major  Tappen — Ulster. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Shenvood — Orange. 

Mr.  Jno.  Schenk,Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Jas.  Livingston — Dutchess. 

A  letter  from  His  E.xcellency  General  Washington,  dated 
the  20th  instant,  acknowleJgmg  the  receipt  of  sundry 
affidavits  of  persons  lately  from  New-York,  was  read  and 
filed. 

A  letter  from  Archibald  Hamilton,  Esquire,  to  G.  Morris, 
Livingston  and  Allison,  Esquires,  as  a  conimiiice  of  cor- 
respondence, was  read.  He  accepts  the  proposal  of  cor- 
responding with  the  committee. 

A  letter  from  Egbert  Benson  and  Melancton  Smith, 
Esquires,  dated  at  Fislikill,  Sunday,  6  o'clock,  informing 
that  a  frigate,  four  transports,  (tilled  with  men,)  two  ten- 
ders, and  two  row  gallies,  of  the  enemy,  were  coming  up 
Hudson's  river  ;  of  the  landing  of  about  300  of  the  enemy 
at  Verplank's  Poinl ;  that  they  had  embarked  in  boats  and 
were  preparing  to  land  about  the  same  number  higher  up, 
was  read. 

Mr.  Lyon  says  that  a  captain  of  artillery  (as  he  thinks) 
from  Peekskill,  informed  liim  that  the  enemy  had  landed 
at  Peekskill  Landing  about  1,500  men  ;  that  General  xMc- 
Dougall  burnt  the  stores,  and  retired  to  the  barracks  No.  2, 
on  a  hill  at  Peekskill  ;  that  the  said  captain  said  he  saw 
the  enemy  fire  a  field  piece  from  about  Pccmoris,  wiiich 
killed  one  and  wounded  one  or  two  ;  that  General  McDou- 
gall  has  some  troops,  but  not  enou^ii  to  stand  them. 

A  certificate  of  General  George  Clinton,  dated  the  19tli 
of  March,  at  New-Windsor,  was  read.  General  Clinton 
thereby  certifies,  "  that  the  bearer,  Daniel  Hams  of  Cap- 


I  tain  Woodhull's  company  of  Orange  county  light  horse, 
I  was  out  with  the  militia  under  my  command  last  winter  ; 
!  thai  he  was  detached  with  a  parly  of  said  compaiiv  to  lake 
a  number  of  horses  near  Pomplon,  supposed  to  be  juirchas- 
ed  for  the  use  of  the  enemy,  and  he  has  reason  to  believe 
that  by  exerting  himself  on  that  occasion,  which  required 
despatch,  he  lost  his  own  horse  by  riding  too  fast.'' 

A  certificate  on  the  said  subject,  from  Ebcnczcr  Wood- 
hull,  Esquire,  captain  of  the  said  troop,  dated  at  Bloom- 
ing Grove,  on  the  2 1st  inst.  was  also  read.  He  tiicrcby 
certifies,  "that  the  horse,  the  property  of  the  beurcr, 
Daniel  Harris,  was  lost  on  duly  with  him  last  winter." 

The  Convention  took  the  said  certificates  into  considera- 
tion ;  and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Daniel  Harrison,  commonly 
called  Daniel  Harris,  who  is  highly  recommended  for  his 
zeal  and  activity,  having  by  exerting  himself  in  the  public 
service  of  his  country,  and  thereby  prevented  a  number  of 
horses  from  being  carried  down  to,  or  near  to  the  enemy, 
injured  his  horse  so  that  he  suddenly  died,  ought  to  be  paid 
for  the  said  horse. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  forty  pounds  be  allowed  to 
the  said  Daniel  Hams,  to  enable  him  to  purchase  another 
horse  for  service  in  the  said  troop.  Therefore, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  pay  to  the 
said  Daniel  Harris  the  sum  of  forty  pounds,  to  enable  him 
to  purchase  another  horse  for  service  in  the  said  troop,  and 
take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  commissioners  for  delecting 
conspiracies,  &c.  and  sundry  resolutions  authorizing  Co- 
lonel Swarlwout  to  call  out  the  militia  of  Dutchess  county 
for  opposing  the  incursions  of  the  enemy,  who  it  is  said 
are  landed  near  the  Hi;T|i|ands,  were  read  and  approved, 
and  are  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Gent. — Your  letter  of  yesterday  has  been  received 
and  laid  before  the  Convention.  As  no  intelligence  has 
been  received  from  General  McDougall,  and  ihe  account 
transmitted  by  you  is  uncertain,  and  perhaps  not  well 
founded,  the  Convention  have  come  to  a  resolution,  of 
which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  authorizing  Colonel  Swarl- 
wout to  call  out  all,  or  such  part  of  the  mililia  of  the  county 
of  Dutchess,  as  he,  in  his  discretion,  may  from  tune  to 
time  think  proper.  And  it  is  the  desire  of  the  House  that 
your  board  afford  him  the  benefit  of  your  advice,  aid  and 
influence.  Your  situation  will  enable  you  to  gain  frequent 
information  from  Peekskill,  and  whatever  expense  may  be 
necessary  for  the  purpose,  you  will  charge  to  the  Conven- 
tion. You  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  the  Convention  by 
express,  as  soon  as  possible,  with  a  true  state  of  ilie  mili- 
tary operations  at  Peekskill  and  its  neighbourhood. 

"  Yrs.  &c. 

"  To  Egbert  Be.n-son,  Esqr.  and  the 
olhcr  Commissrs.  for  delecting  con- 
spiracies, &c." 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Jacobus  Swartvvnut  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized,  empowered  and  required,  at  his  dis- 
cretion, to  call  out  all  or  such  part  of  the  miiilia  of 
Dutchess  county  as  he  may,  from  time  to  time,  think  ne- 
cessary lor  the  security  of  the  important  forts  and  passes 
in  the  llighlarids,  and  to  oppose  the  incursions  of  the  ene- 
my into  this  State  ;  and  that  he  have  power  to  impress 
horses,  teams  and  carriages,  and  pay  for  the  reasonable 
hire  or  use  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Colonel  Jacobus  Swartwout 
take  the  command  of  the  said  mililia  so  to  be  by  him  call- 
ed into  service  ;  that  they  be  allowed  Continental  pay  and 
rations,  and  be  subject  to  the  laws  and  regulations  provid- 
ed for  the  government  of  the  Continental  troops  while  in 
service.  'I'liat  Colonel  Swartwout  be  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  settle  the  pay  which  may  become  due  to  liie  said 
militia,  and  that  he  appoint  a  paymaster  for  lint  purpose. 
That  one  thousand  dollars  be  advanced  to  Colonel  Swart- 
wout for  that  purpose,  and  that  he  be  accountable  for  the 
same  ;  and  that  he  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  draw  on 
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jjie  Preside"'  of  this  Convention  for  such  sums  as  may  be 
necessafy  to  enable  him  to  execute  the  above  resolutions. 

Die  LiNi,  4  lo.  P.  M.  March  24,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pjiesi.>t — Brisr.  GenL  Teo  Broeck,  Presidat. 

Mr.  Robert  Harper.  Mr.  Dna=comb,  >Ir.  Phil-  Livinsston,  Major 
T«n  Zandt,  Mr.  Beekman,  3Ir.  Sloutenfaurgh,  CapL  Katgers— ^iu>- 
Yark. 

CoL  De  Witt,  Mr.  Tappen— l7Wer. 

Mr.  W.  Harper,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Parij,  Mr.  Moore— Trjon. 
Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Cnyler,  GeaL  Ten  Broeck,  Mr  Eobt.  Yates— 
iany. 

Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Mills,  CoL  Van  Cortlaadt— ir«i«c/ierter. 
Mr.  Jas.  Livingslon,  >Ir.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Mr.  Piatt,  3Ir.  Schenk— 
Dutckeu. 
Mr.  W.  Smilh— Suffolk. 
Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Sherwood — Oranje. 
Major  La-irrence — Queens. 
Major  Vi'jn]Loop— Charlotte. 
ilr.  Sxeyens—CuTnierland. 

Colonel  De  Witt  informed  the  ConTcntion  that  many  of 
the  inhabitants  cf  this  county  are  destitute  of  gunpowder, 
and  tlial  it  is  mcch  wanted,  as  they  are  in  danger  of  a  sud- 
den attack  from  the  enemy.  Thereupon, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  ilr.  Wisner  be  requested  ! 
to  order  one  ton  of  gunpowder,  belonging  to  this  State,  to 
Kingston,  wiih  all  convenient  despatch. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  lo-rnorrow  morning. 


DIE  ^L\RTI.S,  9  Eo.  A.  M. 

March  2oth,  nil. 
The  Conyention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

— ^Bri^r.  GeaL  Abm.  Tea  Broeck.  Prendcrtt. 

Mr.  Jay,  Mr-  Dnane,  Mr.  Ptiil.  LiTinr5lci!,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  i 
Bmnseenb,  Colo.  Slontenbnrgh,  Capt  Rnlgers,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  I 
Harper — Xev-Tork.  j 

Major  Tappca,  Colonel  De  Win— rirtcr.  j 

Jadfe  Graham,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Morris— WeicAerffl-. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  ilr.  Robert  Yates,  Mr.  Adeate,  Mr.  Cnyler— .i/- 

Mr.  Xewterk,  Mr.  Pans,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Wni.  Harper,  ilr.  Veder— 
Tryon. 

>Ir.  Wisner,  Cc'.o.  Shenrcc/d — Ors'.ge. 
>Ir.  Sleveas— C'.-i^r.'a-i. 
ill.  W.  Smilh— 5u,"i.i. 

Mr.  Plait,  yii.  J.'iO.  icheak;  Mr.  Gii.  LiriagstoTi — Intcha$. 
Major  \Veb£ler—C%^ 

A  letter  frcrn  Ge.'.eral  George  Clinton,  dated  the  23rd 
inst.  and  a  lef.c-r  :':;rri  Richard  Snediker,  dated  the  24th 
instant,  were  respir-vely  read. 

Ordered,  That  bolii  these  letters  be  tefened  to  the  cora- 
mittee  appointed  to  consider  of  the  late  resoinlions,  com- 
tconly  called  the  act  of  grace,  &c.  &c. 

A  letter  from  L2urar.ce  Fonda,  cnairman  pro  tem.  of , 
the  commiuee  of  the  district  of  Claverack,  including  the 
proceedings  of  the  said  committee  relative  to  Lieut.  Colo-  ' 
nel  John  Van  Allen,  was  read. 

Resoluticns,  empowering  General  Gecr-e  <S  .  v, 
call  oat  the  whole  or  any  r>an  of  the  militia  cf  ti- e  cour  -  , 
ties  of  Dutchess,  Uli'xr,  Orange  arrfi  Westcr.esler,  when- 
ever he  shall  deem  the  same  necessary,  were  read  v.A  < 
agreed  to,  and  are  as  follows  : 

Whereas  this  Conrention  hath  great  rea=on  to  aoore- 
hend  that  the  enemy  will  make  strenucus  Cucrts  to  jain 
possession  of  the  forts  and  passes  in  the  H:j:iland=,  zrr.A 
to  make  incursions  into  and  desolate  the  ccari'.ies  of  Wen- 
cbester,  Dutchcis,  Ulster  and  Ora-ice  :  .^>'d  wheeeas  in 
the  coarse  of  military  operations,  ine  csigences  of  affairs 
may  ofie;i  render  the  calling  into  service  ail  or  pin  cf  iLe 
naililia  of  those  counties  so  pressing  as  to  render  applica- 
tKns  to  this  Conrention  inexpedient,  by  reason  of  the  dis- 


tance they  may  be  from  the  scene  of  action,  as  wcil  as 
the  delays  which  attend  liie  deliberations  of  large  boiiic*  : 
AxD  WHEREAS  Brigadier-General  Gcorac  Clinton  doUi.  by 
his  commission,  take  rank  of  all  the  other  brigadier-gene- 
rals in  the  counties  aforesaid,  and  the  Convention  repa-^in^ 
great  confidence  in  his  intcsnity,  prudence  at.'J  niilitary 
skill: 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  Georiic  Clinton  l)e, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  ciilicr  on  the  re- 
quisition of  His  E.tcellency  General  Wa-shington,  or  it  his 
own  discretion,  to  call  into  actual  service,  all  or  any  pirt  or 
portion  of  the  miiiiia  (as  well  horse  as  foot)  of  the  cc  unties 
of  Westchester,  Dutchess,  Ulster  arid  Orange,  or  eit'.r.-r  of 
them ;  and  that  he  station  the  said  rniiiiia  in  such  in-:nner 
as  may  be  most  proper  for  the  securing  the  forts  and  passes 
aforesaid,  and  frustrating  the  attempts  of  the  ene:.nv  to 
make  incursions  into  this  State.  And  that  they  Le  liis- 
charged  as  soon  as  the  arrival  of  a  sufficient  number  of 
Continental  troops,  or  other  contingency  shall  render  their 
continuance  in  the  field  unnecessary. 

Resolved,  That  all  such  of  the  militia  of  this  State  as 
shall  be  called  into  actual  service,  shall  be  entitled  to  Ccn- 
'■  tineotal  pay  and  rations,  and  be  subject  to  the  order  and 
;  regulations  made  for  the  govetnuicnt  of  the  American 
I  army. 

And  whereas  just  cause  of  discontent  hath  heretofore 
arisen  from  the  delays  v.  i.ich  have  frequently  been  made 
in  pajring  off  the  muitia  of  this  Stale,  after  having  been  in 
actual  service  as  aforesaid, 

Resolved,  That  all  such  sums  of  money  as  (^linazzS. 
George  Clinton  shall  certify  to  be  justly  due  to  any  body 
of  the  Militia,  so  by  him  called  into  actual  ser.ice.  shall, 
on  the  receipt  of  such  certificate,  and  of  the  accounts  and 
vouchers  respecting  the  same,  be  forthwith  paid  out  01  the 
j  treasury  of  this  Sute. 

AxD  WHEREAS  from  the  neglect  of  deputy  quarter-mas- 
ters and  others,  many  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  State, 
whose  teams,  carriages  and  horses  have  been  ircpresscd 
into  the  service,  have  net  been  paid  their  reasonable  r.  aaes 
and  hire  for  the  sarr;e,  whereby  divers  of  zealous 
to  the  American  cause,  riave  had  just  reason  to  complain, 
and  been  discouraged  from  afTording  liieir  aid, 

Resolved,  That  General  George  Ciinlon,  have  power  to 
impress  carriages,  horses,  teams,  boats  and  vessels ;  and 
that  he  take  care  that  the  wages  or  hire  due  for  the  same 
be  punctually  paid ;  and  for  that  purpose,  whenever  satis- 
faction for  the  same  cannot  otherwise  be  speedily  obtained, 
that  he  draw  on  the  Conrention  for  such  sums  of  monev 

I as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpc-se. 
Resolved,  That  nothing  in  these  res'.;      -     .  'tx^i.'.ed 
:  shall  be  construed  to  enable  Brigacier-'j Gc-crge 
1  Clinton  to  take  rank  cf  such  other  of  the  brigacier-gene- 
1  rals  of  this  State,  as  by  the  rules  and  orders  lor  arrar.^ing 
the  ranks  of  the  officers  of  the  miulia  of  this  Sia'.e,  have; 
precedence  of  him. 
j     Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  George  Cli.'ton, 
,  whenever  he  shail  ca;L  out  i.ito  actual  service  ail  or  ax.y 
.  part  of  the  miiitia  of  the  counties  aforesaid,  do  transmit  to 
'  this  Conrention  a  statement  of  the  reasons  for  the  sa.T!';,  in 
-'iii  (hit  the  Convention  may  be  enabled  to  judge  whether 
.  :  -;rper,s5  thereof  ought  to  be  charged  to  the  accou.it  of 
.  t.'.e  General  Congress,  or  of  t.his  Stale. 

Resolved,  That  the  f^wers  by  the  aforego!.':2  rcso'u- 
1  ticr.s  vested  in  the  said  Bri^acier-Gcneral  George  Clinton, 
1  continue  in  full  force  until  the  first  day  of  Aug'jit  next, 
-  unless  sooner  determined  by  the  Convention,  or  future  ex- 
'  ecutive  power  of  this  State. 

i  Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  aforegoing  resolutions  be 
'  immediately  ira^smiited  to  Brigacier-Cicneral  George  C!in- 
,  ton,  ar,d  ifiat  another  copy  be  sent  to  Fishkiil,  to  be  pub- 
I  lished  in  ihe  newspaper. 

A  ieiler  from  John  Harper,  Eso'iire,  of  HarpersSeid,  re- 
lative to  his  journey  to  Onehoghq'jaza,  dated  the  10th  of 
'■  March,  was  read. 
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The  account  of  his  expenses  therein  enclosed,  amount- 
ing to  £28  1  Is.  OJ.  was  also  read. 

A  speech  of  five  Indian  chiefs  named  Adam,  Peter, 
Isaac,  Jacob,  Hcndrick,  daloii  at  Onchogliqua<;a,  on  the 
1st  of  March  instant,  was  also  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Idler,  account  and  s])cec]),  be 
committed  lo  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Pans  and  Mr.  Cuyler,  to 
report  thereon. 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  March  25tli,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Brigr.  GcnI.  Ten  nrocck,  PresiJciit. 

Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Rul-rr>,  Mr.  Ifarpr-r.  Colo.  .Sloiilciihurg,  .M.ijor 
Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Dunscomb— .Vi  I'o; 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Pans,  Mr.  Veder.  Mr.  Xewkerk— 
Tryon. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  .Vclgale— .J/iujiy. 
Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Sherwood— Orange. 
Major  Webster— C/iur/o«c. 
Mr.  Smith— S;//o/i-. 
Major  Lawrence— QufcJis. 

Capt.  Piatt,  Capt.  Jno.  Schenk,  Mr.  G.  Livingston — Uutchcss. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Major.  Tappen,  Col.  De  Ditt— [7i/cr. 

Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Morris.  Judge  Graham— ll'cs/cftcs/fr. 

Colonel  Dirck  Ten  Broeck,  of  Albany,  attending  in 
pursuance  of  his  appointment  to  be  commissioner  for  su- 
perintending the  Continental  loan  office  in  this  State,  was 
called  into  Convention. 

By  order  of  the  House  he  was  asked  from  the  Chair, 
whether  he  was  willing  to  accept  that  office,  to  which  he 
answered  in  the  affirmative. 

By  order  of  the  House  he  was  then  asked  what  security 
he  proposed  lo  give  for  the  faithful  execution  of  that  ollice  ; 
to  which  he  replied,  that  he  proposed  Philip  Livingston 
and  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Esqrs. 

Colo.  Ten  Broeck  then  withdrew. 

On  the  question  being  put  whether  the  said  sureties  pro- 
posed by  Colonel  Ten  Brocclc  arc  suihcient. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  said  sureties  olfercd  by 
Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  are  sufficient  and  agreeable  to  Con- 
vention. 

The  bond  proposed  to  be  taken  from  Colo.  Ten  Broeck, 
for  the  faitliful  execution  of  the  office  or  trust  of  commis- 
sioner for  superintending  the  Continental  loan  othce  in  this 
State,  was  then  read  and  approved  of. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bond  be  executed. 

The  same  being  executed,  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit: 

"  Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  Dirck  Ten 
Broeck,  of  the  city  of  Albany,  m  the  county  ot  Albany, 
commissioner  within  the  fctale  of  New-\  ork  tor  superin- 
tending the  loan  office  established  according  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  of  llie  third  day  of  October  last  past,  for 
borrowing  money  for  the  use  of  the  United  Slates  of  Ame- 
rica, and  Philip  Livingston,  late  of  the  city  of  New-York, 
and  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  of  the  city  of  .Ubany.  Esquires, 
are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  Peter  \  an  13rugh  Living- 
ston, or  his  successors.  Treasurer  of  the  .'■^l.itc  of  New- 
York,  aforesaid,  in  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  pounds, 
New-York  money,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Peter  Van  Bru!;h 
Livingston,  or  his  successors.  Treasurers  of  the  said  State  ; 
for  the  payment  whereof  we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  exe- 
cutors and  administrators,  jointly  and  severally,  by  these 
presents.  Sealed  with  our  seals  and  dated  the  iwcniy-tifth 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven. 

"The  condition  of  this  oblinaiion  is  such,  that  if  the 
above  bounden  Uirck  Ten  Broeck  shall  in  all  ihinus  well 
and  faithfully  perform  the  duty  of  such  a  comlnl^slonc^  as 
aforesaid,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
213 


said  resolutions,  then  and  in  such  case  the  above  (ibligation 
to  be  void,  else  to  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

(Signed,)         "DIRCK  TEN  15U0KCK,  [i..  s.] 
"PHIL.  LIVIN(;.STC)N,      |,,.  s.] 
"ABM.  TEN  BROECK,     [l.  s.J 
"  Sealed  and  delivered  in  ) 

the  presence  of  us.  > 

"  RoBT.  Benson, 
"  John  McKesson." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bond  be  deposited  in  the  Trea- 
sury of  this  State,  and  for  that  purpose,  that  one  of  the  Se- 
cretaries deliver  the  satne  lo  Gerard  Bancker,  Es(iiiirc,  the 
Vice-Treasurer,  and  take  liis  receipt  for  ihc  same. 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Secretaries  write  to  Michael 
Ilillcgas,  Esquire,  Continental  Treasurer,  and  inform  him 
of  the  appointment  of  Dirck  Ten  Broeck,  Esquire,  to  the 
office  of  commissioner  for  superintending  the  loan  olKce 
established  in  this  State,  in  the  stead  of  Henry  I.  \'an 
Rensselaer,  Esquire,  formerly  appointed,  and  who  has  de- 
clined accepting  the  said  office. 

The  following  resolutions,  relative  to  the  raising  of  hemp, 
were  read  and  agreed  lo,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  a  quantity  of  hemp  seed,  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  bushels,  be  purchased  at  ihe  expense  of  this 
State,  and  transported,  one-sixth  part  thereof  to  Kingston, 
three-sixth  parts  thereof  to  the  county  of  Albany,  and  two- 
sixth  parts  thereof  lo  the  county  of  'I'ryon,  and  distributed 
gratis  among  such  of  the  farmers  of  this  Stale  as,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  county  committees  ot  the  said  couniies  re- 
spectively, will  attend  lo  the  culture  of  the  same  ;  provided, 
that  no  person  have  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  bushels 
thereof. 

Resoh  ed,  That  (joverneur  Morris  be  authorized  lo  em- 
ploy such  persons  in  New-.lcrsoy  as  he  shall  ihink  fit,  to 
purchase  ami  forward  the  said  hemp  seed  lo  James  Jack- 
son, of  New-Windsor  ;  and  that  this  Convention  will  pay 
and  discharge  such  bills  as  shall  be  drawn  on  their  Presi- 
dent for  the  first  cost  and  charge  of  transportation  of  such 
liemp  seed,  and  allow  five  per  cent,  commissions  lo  the 
purchasers  for  their  trouble  in  the  premises. 

Resolved.  That  Mr,  James  Jackson  do,  on  receipt  of  the 
said  hemp  seed,  forward  one-sixth  part  thereof  lo  Kinirsion, 
aforesaid,  and  the  remainder  thereof  to  the  city  of  Albany, 
to  be  delivered  to  the  committees  aforesaid,  or  their  order  ; 
and  that  he  render  an  account  of  his  trouble  and  expense 
therein  lo  this  Convention, 

Resolved,  That  a  bounty  of  twenty  shillings  shall  be  al- 
lowed and  given  by  this  Slate  for  every  hundred  weight  of 
good,  merchantable  hemp,  which  shall  be  raised  and  dress- 
ed fit  for  manufacturing  within  this  State,  lo  the  first  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight ; 
and  that  a  certificate  of  the  inspector  of  hemp,  to  be  ap-" 
pointed  by  this  Convention,  or  the  future  executive  power 
of  this  State,  with  ilie  affidavit  of  the  person  raising  the 
same,  purporting  that  the  same  was  actually  raised  within 
this  State  within  the  time  above  limited,  and  is  of  good  and 
merchantable  quality,  shall  entitle  the  person  raising  the 
same  to  the  said  bounty  ;  provided,  that  no  person  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  bounty  unless  he  shall  have  raised  at  least 
three  hundred  weight  of  such  heirip  within  one  year. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  iio,  a,  m, 

March  26,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  lo  adjournment. 

Present— Brigadier  Genl.  Abm.  Ten  Broeck,  rrrsident. 

.Mr.  Duane,  Colo.  Stoutenbursh,  Capt.  UvUgers,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Colo. 
1  Lott,  Mr.  Rcckman,  Mi.  Jay,  .Mr.  Phil.  Livingston— AVu-Korfc. 
!     Mr.  W,  Smith— ^'7j#o/k. 

I     Mr.  Mills,  Mr,  Morris,  Judge  Graham— ire»/rfcs(£r.    •  _ 


I'.  l'O   9lll  llicr, 


•  :i  -Ji!.!  Ill 


T.r-  ( 


850 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  CONVENTION. 


Mr-  fUeveaa— Cumberland. 

Otul  Ten  Erocck,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Adgate,  INIr.  Robt.  Yates— 

Capt.  Pla")  Capt  Jno.  Schenk,  Mr.  Gil.  Livingston,  Mr.  Robt.  K. 
Lit  ing*""* — Diti^licss. 

Msjof  Tappen,  Colo.  De  Wilt,  Major  Parks — Ulster. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Sherwood,  Colo.  Allison— Ora/igc. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  W.  Harper,  air.  Paris,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Newkerk— 
Tryon. 

Major  Webster— CAar/o«e. 
Major  Lawrence — For  Queens. 

A  letter  from  Messrs.  Melnncton  Smith  and  Egbert  Ben- 
son, the  commissioners  at  P'lslikill,  dated  the  25th  instant, 
at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.  was  read,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"Fishkill,  Tuesday,  4  o'rlock,  P.  M.  .March  25,  1777. 

"Sir — Capt.  Mitchell,  who  this  moment  arrived  from 
Peekskill,  which  place  he  left  about  10  o'clock,  gives  us 
the  following  intelligence,  viz  :  That  yesterday,  about  sun- 
set, about  80  of  our  troops  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
Colo.  Willet,  attacked  the  advanced  post  of  the  enemy  on 
a  height  beyond  Colonel  Van  Cortlandt's  house,  who  im- 
mediately retired  with  precipitation  ;  and  their  whole  body, 
about  9  o'clock,  began  to  embark.  Our  people  are  agam 
in  possession  of  their  former  quarters.  We  cannot  learn 
thai  tlie  enemy  have  been  able  to  carry  of!  stores  to  any 
amount ;  and  have  taken  with  them  only  about  40  sheep 
and  eight  or  ten  head  of  cattle,  and  have  penetrated  a  very 
little  way  in  the  country.  The  stores  at  Cortlandt's  cor- 
ners and  Drake's  mills,  are  saved.  Tliere  are  only  four 
houses  burnt  by  the  enemy.  When  Capt.  Mitchell  came 
away,  they  were  loosing  their  top.sails,  and  making  ready 
to  sail.  They  gave  out  that  thev  intended  to  slop  at  Tarry 
Town,  and  endeavour  to  destroy  the  stores  at  Wright's 
mills.  We  have  no  intelligence  from  Majr.  Fish,  but  have 
reason  to  believe  the  stores  there  are  saved,  as  some  com- 
panies of  the  Cortlandt  manor  militia  have  marched  there. 
We  have  lost  no  men,  though  two  wounded,  one  it  is  fear- 
ed, mortally.  The  enemy  left  three  men  dead  on  the  field, 
and  one  taken  prisoner.  The  lories  furnished  the  enemy 
with  what  cattle  and  sheep  they  got,  but  we  cannot  learn 
that  they  flocked  in  to  them  in  any  great  numbers.  Lieut. 
Cano,  with  about  twenty  men,  maintained  his  post  at 
Fort  Independence,  during  the  whole  of  the  lime.  ]3y 
a  deserter,  Genl.  McDoiigall  learned  that  the  enemy's  force 
was  about  600,  all  British  ;  consisting  of  4  regiments  of 
about  loO  each.  We  ihought  this  intelligence,  as  it  is  un- 
doubtedly true,  of  so  much  importance,  that  we  have  com- 
inunicaicd  it  by  express.  We  received  the  resolution  for 
Colonel  SwarUvout.  and  as  he  had  gone  forward  with  the 
militia  to  Peekskill,  we  forwarded  it  by  express. 

"  We  remain  sir,  with  respect, 

"  Your  very  humble  servants, 

"  MELANCTON  SMITH, 
"  EGBT.  BENSON. 
"P.  S.  No  militia  has  marched  from  this  county  ex- 
cept Col.  Brinckerholf's." 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Messrs.  Smiih  and  Benson,  com- 
missioners, in  answer  to  their  letter  of  the  25th  instant, 
was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit: 

"  Gent. — Your  favour  of  yesterday  was  laid  before 
Convention.  I  am  directed  to  assure  you  that  the  success 
of  the  detachment  of  the  Conlincnial  troops  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Willct,  gives  the  Con- 
vention very  particular  pleasure.  The  bravery  displayed 
on  this  occasion,  will  not  only  encourage  our  friends  and 
relieve  them  from  disagreeable  apprehensions,  but  must, 
under  Divine  Providence,  have  a  happy  influence  on  fu- 
ture operations.  Your  attention  in  furnishing  us  with  this 
intelligence,  is  highly  acceptable  to  Convention  ;  and  tlicy 
beg  you  will  continue  to  inform  us  of  every  intcrcstinVr 
event.  The  Convention  request  you  will  pulilish  in  I^ou- 
uon's  paper,  as  soon  as  possible,  an  aulhcnlic  narrative  of 
tlie  defeat  and  retreat  of  the  enemy.    Your  letter  to  Con- 


vention would  liave  been  forwarded  for  this  purpose,  had 
it  not  been  apprehended  that  by  the  time  this  comes  to  hand, 
it  may  be  in  your  power  to  publish  a  more  particular  de- 
tail. The  attack  of  the  enemy  upon  Ward's  house  havincj 
been  much  misrepresented,  the  Convention  also  wish  iluat 
you  would  procure  a  state  of  the  facts,  and  get  il  likewise 
published.  Some  resolutions  respecting  what  is  common- 
ly called  the  Act  of  (irace,  arc  now  under  consideration. 
I  am  therefore  directed  to  request  you  to  suspend  your 
proceedings  thereon  until  you  hear  from  Convention,  which 
will  be  very  soon  ;  considering  yourselves,  however  r;t  li- 
berty to  administer  the  oath  to  sucli  as  are  wiliin.^  lo  uikc 
it,  and  on  whose  sincerity  you  think  you  may  relv. 

"  Yours,\S;c." 
Ordered,  That  a  copy  be  made,  and  signed  by  the  Pre- 
sident, and  transmitted  by  the  messenger  who  brought 
their  letter. 

A  letter  from  Ryer  Schermerhorne,  acknowled^intj  liis 
fault  in  having  exchanged  thirteen  Continental  doliars  for 
six  Spanish  silver  dollars,  dated  at  Kingston,  the  24ih  in- 
stant, was  read,  (Sec. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  he  committed  to  the  same 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Herman 
Hoffman  and  the  depositions  relating  to  Ryer  Schermer- 
horne. 

Colonel  De  Witt  gave  notice  that  he  will  to-morrow, 
move  to  reconsider  the  order  for  publishing  the  resolutions 
passed  yesterday,  relative  to  the  iiiiliiia  of  Westchester, 
i)utchess,  Ulster  and  Orange. 

The  petition  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Birdsall  to  the  com- 
mittee of  Dutchess  county,  for  an  assignment  of  a  farm 
for  a  temporary  support  of  his  family,  with  the  several 
certificates  attending  the  same,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  search  for,  and  show  to 
Convention,  such  resolutions  of  Convention  as  have  pass- 
ed, relative  to  the  effects  or  estates  of  persons  who  are 
gone  over  to  the  enemy. 

The  Convention  received  a  certified  copy  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Honourable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  dated  the  21st  of  January  last,  which  was 
read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  viz  : 

"In  Congress,  Jany-^ii,  1777. 

"  Application  having  been  made  to  Congress  by  the 
friends  of  Major  West,  of  the  third  Pennsvlvanian  battal- 
lion,  now  a  prisoner  with  the  enemy  for  an  exchange  of 
him  for  Mr.  Jauncy,  Junior,  and  that  if  the  exchange  takes 
place,  Mrs.  Jauncy  be  permitted  to  accompany  her  hus- 
band ;  and  it  appearing,  on  consideration  of  this  applica- 
tion, that  the  said  Mr.  Jauncy,  Junr.  was  removed  to  the 
State  of  Connecticut  from  New-York  by  direction  of  the 
Convention  of  the  said  State  of  New-York, 

"Resolved,  That  the  said  application  be  referred  to  the 
Convention  of  New-York,  that  ihey  may  do  therein  what 
shall  be  proper. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"CHAS.  THOMSON,  Secy. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  take  the  aforegoing  reso- 
lution into  cunsideralion  :  And  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  do  approve  of  the  pro- 
posal of  exchanging  tlie  said  James  Jauncy,  Junior,  for 
the  said  Major  West ;  that  a  copy  of  this  resolutinn,  and 
of  the  aforesaid  resolution  ot  Congress,  be  fortlnvith  trans- 
mitted to  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esquire, 
Governor  of  the  Slate  of  Connecticut,  and  that  he  be  re- 
quested to  take  ihe  parol  of  the  said  James  Jaiincey,  Junr. 
forthwith  to  repair  with  his  family  from  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut to  this  place  ;  and  that  on  his  arrival  here,  notice 
thereof  be  given  Ijy  the  President  ol  this  Convention  to 
His  Excellency  General  Washington,  in  order  that  such 
steps  may  be  taken  to  obtain  the  exchange  of  Major  West 
for  the  said  James  Jauncy,  Junr.  as  His  Excellency  may 
think  proper  to  prescribe. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  President  write  a  letter  to  His  Ex- 
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cellency  Governor  Trumbull,  enclosing  liim  a  certified 
copy  of  the  resolution  of  Congress,  and  of  the  resolutions 
of  lliis  Convention  thereon  ;  tliat  he  send  the  said  letter  by 
express,  and  direct  the  messenger  to  wait  for  tlic  Gover- 
nor's answer. 

Mr.  Morris  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Jay,  tiiat 
this  Convention  send  Mr.  Tilghman  a  present  of  a  horse, 
not  exceeding  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  for  iiis 
services  in  corresponding  with  a  committee  of  this  Con- 
vention. 

The  question  being  put  thereon  by  ayes  and  nays,  it  was 
carried  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Duane  then  moved  for  the  following  resolution, 
viz : 

Resolved,  That  a  present  be  made  to  Colo.  Tilghman, 
not  e.xceeding  the  value  of  ,  for  liis  services  in  cor- 

responding with  a  committee  of  this  House,  at  their  re- 
quest, respecting  the  military  operations  last  fall  and  win- 
ter. 

Mr.  Morris  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the 
blank  in  the  above  motion  be  filled  up  with  llie  words  "not 
exceeding  the  value  of  eighty  pounds." 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  following  : 


For  the  affirmative. 

Westchester,   4 

New-York,   8 

Albany,   6 

Tryon,   3 

5lr.  Moore  and  Mr.  Har- 
per dissenting. 

21 


For  the  negative. 

Dutchess,   5 

Orange,   3 

Ulster,   4 

12 


Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  present  be  made  to  Colonel  Tilghman, 
not  exceeding  the  value  of  eight}'  pounds,  for  his  services 
in  corresponding  with  a  commillee  of  this  House,  at  their 
request,  respecting  the  military  operations  last  fall  and 
winter ;  and  that  ^^Ir.  Morris,  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Jay  be 
a  committee  to  lay  out  the  said  money  in  such  manner  as 
they  shall  think  will  best  answer  the  purpose  ;  and  that  i 
the  same  be  paid  to  the  said  committee  on  the  President's  ' 
warrant  to  the  Treasurer. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  committee  of  Albany,  was 
read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — I  am  directed  by  the  Convention  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  lOtli  iasiani,  in  answer  to 
which  I  am  to  inform  you  that  they  cannot  fully  approve 
of  the  mode  of  obstruction  proposed  by  your  body,  nor 
the  place  in  which  yon  intended  to  make  it,  since  any  such 
obstruction,  unless  defended  by  fortifications  from  the 
shore,  must  be  useless  ;  and  as  the  Convention  are  at  pre- 
sent engaged  in  preparing  materials  for  obstructing  the  na- 
vigation in  Hudson's  river,  near  the  Hii^iilands,  which  tliev 
would  wish  to  complete  as  soon  as  possible,  1  am  directed 
to  inform  you,  ttiat  in  case  you  have  engaged  any  of  your 
vessels  for  the  purpose  you  mention,  it  would  be  jiropcr  to 
send  them  down  to  the  Highlands,  loaded  wiih  stone,  to 
expedite  the  sinking  of  the  frames  of  timber  designed  by 
General  Clinton  for  obstructing  ^that  part  of  the  river, 
which,  if  speedily  completed,  will  add  much  to  the  secu- 
rity of  the  inhabitants  on  this  side  the  Highlands.  You 
will  be  pleased  to  agree  with  the  masters  ot  said  vessels, 
to  be  paid  in  like  manner  with  others  employed  in  the 
same  service,  in  proportion  to  the  burthen  ot  their  vessels. 

"  Yours,  itc. 

"  P.  S.  The  subject  of  removing  wheat,  ikc.  &c.  ice. 
is  under  consideration  ;  the  result  of  which  will  be  for- 
warded to  you  as  soon  as  the  House  come  to  a  determina- 
tion thereon. 

"To  Ihc  Chairman  of  llie 

Comraittee  of  Albany." 


Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Die  Mercurii,  4  ho.  P.  M.  March  26,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigadier-Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Colo.  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Dunscoiub.  Major  Van  Zandt.  Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  11.  Harper,  Col.  Lett,  .Mr.  Beeknian— A'cu-l'urJt. 

Ml.  Moore,  Mr.  W.  Harper,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Newkirk— Tri/on. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  R.  Yules— .Albany. 

Capt.  Piatt,  Mr.  James  Livingston,  Mr.  Jno.  Schenk,  Mr.  R.  R.  Li- 
vingston, Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston — Dutchess. 

Mr.  W.  Smith— S«/o/fc. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Morris.  Judge  Graham — Westchester.  ■ ,  ■ 

Major  Webster,  Mr.  Daer— Charlotte. 

iMaj.  Tappen,  Maj,  Parks,  Col.  De  Wilt—Ulster.  . . 

Col.  iVllison,  Mr.  Wisncr — Orange. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  G.  Van  Schaick,  at  Albany,  dated 
the  24th  of  March  instant,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words 
following : 

"  Gentlemen — Pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  Convention 
of  the  State  of  New-York,  passed  the  10th  instant,  I  en- 
close two  returns  of  the  first  regiment  raising  in  this  State, 
the  one  specifying  particularly  the  number  of  men  enlisted 
by  each  ollicer,  the  other  in  what  manner  the  regiment  is 
stationed.  1  much  lament  the  necessity  of  the  regiment 
being  separated,  which  will  prevent  me  Irom  giving  the  ne- 
cessary orders  and  instructions  for  disciplining  the  officers 
and  men,  and  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  see  that  the  strictest 
attention  is  liad  to  the  soldiery,  to  keep  up  subordination 
and  good  order,  matters  of  the  first  importance  to  new 
troops.  It  is  a  matter  of  concern  to  me  to  be  under  the 
disagreeable  necessity  of  acquainting  Convention,  that  it  is 
out  of  our  power  to  complete  the  battalion  this  season;  the 
number  of  men  enlisted  in  these  parts  for  Cols.  Livingston, 
Hazen,  Warner,  and  upwards  of  four  hundred  batteau 
men,  have  so  drained  the  town  and  county,  that  of  late,  the 
officers  on  the  recruiting  service  have  very  little  success; 
fifty-three  liave  deserted  and  died  since  the  regiment  was 
first  established,  and  which  are  not  included  in  the  enclosed 
returns. 

"  I  am,  with  perfect  esteem, 

"  The  Convention's  most  humble 

"  And  obedient  servant, 

"G.  V.  SCHAICK." 
A  return  of  the  names  of  the  officers  in  Colo.  Van 
Scliaick's  regiment,  wiih  the  number  of  men  recruited  by 
each  officer  therein  ;  and  also  a  return  of  the  said  regiment 
in  its  present  detached  state,  showing  the  number  of  men 
in  each  detachment,  were  respectively  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  returns  be  put  on  the  military 
file. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
devise  ways  and  means  for  providing  a  permanent  defence 
for  protecting  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  "Westches- 
ter and  Orange  from  tiie  ravages  of  the  enemy. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Wisner 
be  the  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  for  recruit- 
ing the  Continental  regiments  raising  in  this  State,  be  taken 
into  consideration  to-morrow  morning. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  further  consideration  of  the 
plan  or  form  of  government. 

1  he  36th  paragraph  of  the  form  of  government  was  read ; 
the  minutes  of  this  Convention  on  the  21st  instant  on  the 
said  36th  paragraph  were  then  read. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Morris's  motion,  viz:  that  the  words 

and  subjection"  in  Jay's  proposed  amendment,  be  oblite- 
rated, was  then  put,  and  carried  in  the  negative,  in  manner 
following,  viz : 
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for  the  negalive. 


Inon.  ■  ■■ 
Vork,. 
Oringe,  ••• 
lister, 


Charlotte  divided. 


For  the  affirmative. 

.  3      AV'estclicstci,   4 

8  Mr.  Mills  dissenting. 

.  3       Dutchess,    5 

.  4  Mr.  I'latt  dissenting. 

—       Albnny,   ^ 

18  Mr.  Adgate  dissenting. 

15 


Tlie  qiiesiioii  upon  Mr.  Jay's  motion  being  then  pat,  it 
was  carried  in  llic  :iliirnKilive,  in  nianncr  following,  viz  : 


For  the  affirmative. 

Oranse,   3 

I  Istei-   4 

New-York,   8 

Tryon   3 

Charlotte,   2 

Albany,   6 

26 


For  the  negative. 

Westchester,  4 

Mr.  Mills  dissenting. 

Dutchess   5 

Capt.  Piatt  and  Mr.  Gil.  Li- 
vingston dissenting. 


Mr.  Jay  tlicn  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Colo.  De 
Witt  for'lhe  following  addition  to  that  paragraph,  to  wit : 
"  provided  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  interfere  with  the  connection  heretofore  subsisting  be- 
tween the  Dutch  congregations  in  this  State  and  the  classes 
and  synods  in  Holland." 

Debates  arose  thereon. 

Mr.  Jay  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  for  the  follow- 
ing amendment  to  his  last  proposed  amendment,  to  wit  : 
that  from  the  words  "  construed  to,"  be  obliterated,  and 
the  following  words  there  substituted:  "discontinue  the 
innocent  connection  which  non-episcopalian  congregations 
in  this  State  have  heretofore  maintained  with  their  respec- 
tive mother  churches  in  Europe,  or  to  interfere  in  any  of 
tlie  rights  of  the  episcopalian  churches  now  in  this  State, 
except  such  as  involve  a  foreign  subjection." 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it 
was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  negative. 

New-York,   8 

Dutchess,    5 

Orange,    3 

Ulster   4 

Westchester,   4 

Charlotte,   2 

TiyoQ,   3 

29 

Mr.  Jay  then  moved  for  leave  to  withdraw  his  first  above 
propnjcd  .itncndincnl. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  the 
Toles  were  as  follows  : 


For  the  affirmative. 
Albany,   6 


For  the  affirmative. 

New-York,   8 

Albany   6 

Ulster,   4 

Orange,   3 

Dutchess,    5 

Tryon,   3 

Charlotte,   2 

31 


For  the  negative. 
Westchester,  


The  question  being  then  put  on  the  first  proposed  amend- 
ment, it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  every  county  present,  viz  : 


Orange,   3 

New-York,    8 

Ulster,   4 

Charlotte,   2 

Dutchess,   5 


Albany,   g 

Tryon,  \  3 

Westchester,  4 

35 


Mr.  Jay  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris,  that 
tlie  words  "  and  purchased  lands  and  tenements  within  the 
same,"  may  be  transposed,  and  that  the  following  words 
may  be  inserted  in  that  paragraph,  viz:  "  and  shall  comply 
with  such  further  regulations  as  the  future  Legislature  of 
the  State  may  from  lime  to  lime  make,  respecting  the  na- 
turalization of  foreigners,"  and  that  the  words  "  and  hold" 
be  inserted  after  the  word  "  purchase." 

Ordered,  That  the  paragraph  be  first  read  with  the 
transposition  only  of  the  words  and  hold,  so  that  the  para- 
graph read  thus,  viz : 


"And  this  Convention  doth  furtiier  ordain,  dcicrmijic 
and  declare  that  every  [lerson  and  persons  who  shall  licrc- 
attcr  come  within  this  Slate,  and  before  the  supremo  court 
shall  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State,  and  abjure 
and  renounce  all  allegiance  and  subjection  to  all  and  every 
foreign  king,  prince,  potentate  antl  slate,  in  all  matters, 
ecclesiastical  as  well  as  civil,  shall  be  thereby  naturalized, 
and  enal)led  to  purchase  and  hold  lands  in  this  Sl  itc.  and 
enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  oilier  the  su1i|lcIs  of 
this  State." 

The  paragraph  being  thus  transposed,  the  transposition 
was  agreed  to. 

The  other  proposed  amendment  was  read,  and  the  para- 
graph read  with  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  said  other  amemlincnt 
proposed,  to  wit,  to  insert  the  words  "and  shall  coiiiply," 
&c.  and  was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  the  manner  ioilow- 
ing,  to  wit : 


For  the  negative. 

New-York,   8 

Charlotte,   2 

Ulster,   4 

Dutchess,   5 

19 


For  the  affirmative. 

Albany   6 

Orange,   3 

Westchester,   4 

13 


Tryon  divided. 

Thereupon, 

Ordered;  That  the  said  last  mentioned  proposed  amend- 
ment be  rejected. 

Mr.  iMorris  tiien  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Ivobt. 
Yaies,  that  that  part  of  the  36ih  paragraph  which  lull(nvs 
the  word  "declare,"  be  obliterated,  and  the  following  substi- 
tuted in  its  stead,  viz  : 

"  That  it  shall  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  Legislature  to 
naturalize  all  such  persons,  and  in  such  manner  as  tiiey 
shall  think  proper." 

Mr.  Jay  then  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Major  Van 
Zandt,  that  the  following  part  of  the  paragrapii,  viz : 
"  provided  the  persons  so  to  be  by  them  naturalizeJ,  shall 
take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  Stale,  and  abjure  and 
renounce  all  allegiance  and  subjection  to  all  and  every 
foreign  king,  prince,  potentate  and  state,  in  all  matters, 
ecclesiastical  as  well  as  civil,"  be  retained  and  added  to 
Mr.  Morris's  motion. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  whether  the  question  shall  be 
first  put  on  Mr.  Morris's  motion  or  Mr.  Jay's  amendment; 
and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  carried  that  the  ques- 
tion be  first  put  on  Mr.  Jay's  amendment,  in  the  following 
manner,  viz  : 

That  the  question  be  first  put 
on  Mr.  Jaifs  amendment. 

New-Y'ork,   8 

Orange  3 

Tryon,   3 

Ulster,  4 

Albany,  6 

Dutchess,   5 

29 

The  question  being  then  put  on  .Mr.  Jay's  motion  for  re- 
taining a  part  of  the  36lli  paragraph,  it  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  in  ..uanner  following,  to  wit : 


7^hui  the  question  be  first  put 
on  Mr.  Morris's  motion. 

Westchester   4 

Charlotte  divided. 


For  the  negative. 

Westchester,   4 

Albany,   6 


Charlotte  divided. 


10 


For  the  affirmative. 

New- York,  8 

Orange,   3 

Ulster,  .  ,  4 

Tryon,   3 

Dutchess,   5 

23 

jMr.  Morris  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the 
sense  of  Convention  be  taken,  whether  llie  paragraph, 
with  Mr.  Jay's  proposed  amendment  ol  retaining  that  part 
of  the  paragra(ili  before  mentioned,  is  not  tlie  same  with 
ihe  paragraph  last  rejected. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it 
was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 


JwbiTtfa  fto^iT  til 


i'oip-c.'j  l)-)noiifi;:in  usA  hh;<> 


.  .;r,''f 


■:'iJ  I; 

••  ■  •'  r  ..V.r;"l9 

,.-1 


... 
K  ... 


>:ii;  ■.■/(•.■iImIJiv/  01  ;j'j.<;!i!  ■;. 


.  .  ■rjV-fn^yivS'U        (!   :.JrW-lfT>l 


.•!ji..b;..<'> 


...  ...  ,vr7<Tf:A      »■    :  •■I'.oO 

...  .OlVCl'?'         '    ...   ,*l  ■li'-H'iK 

I'f*  W       >'  .  -  ■     •  ■   .  -  /'ViiHJ 

 ,   ,»i.i'.i>./v<l'1 

C    .    .  ',::«:..!i>uUt 

,V         7f!  fir>i  :;;.vj-jr:  »bv/  inifi  .b'^TofU  vsf.  .iM 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  CONVENTION. 


853 


For  the  affirmative.  For  the  negative. 

Westchester,    1       Ulster,   4 

Charlotte,  2       Tryon  3 

—       New- York,   ^ 

6  Mr.  Phil.  Livineslon  and 

Mr.  Dunscomb  dissent- 
ing. 

Orange,   3 

Albany  t> 

Dutchess,    5 


The  paragraph,  with  Mr.  Morris's  amendment,  as 
amended  by  Mr.  Jay's  amendment,  was  then  read,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  That  it  shall  be  in  liic  discretion  of  the  Legislature  to 
naturalize  all  such  persons,  and  in  sucli  manner  as  they 
shall  think  proper,  provided  the  persons  so  to  be  by  ilicm 
naturalized  shall  lake  an  oath  ot  allegiance  to  this  State, 
and  abjure  and  renounce  all  subjection  lo  all  and  every 
foreign  king,  prince,  potentate  and  slate,  in  all  mailers, 
ecclesiastical  as  well  as  civil." 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  in  manner  following,  viz  ; 


For  the  amendment. 

New-York,   8 

Albany,   6 

Orange,  3 

Tryon,  3 

Ulster,   4 

24 


^^^ainst  the  amendment . 

Westchester   4 

Dutchess,    5 


Charlotte  divided. 


The  further  consideration  thereof  is  postponed  for  the 
present. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Duane  and  -Mr.  11.  R.  Li- 
vingston be  a  con:imiltce  to  report  a  proper  paragraph  for 
enabling  the  members  of  the  other  Uiiited  American  .States 
to  hold  lands  in  this  State. 

Mr.  Morris  gave  notice,  that  he  will,  to-morrow,  move 
for  the  reconsideration  of  that  paragraph  of  the  lorm  of 
government  which  gives  the  Governor  a  negative  to  all 
laws  that  may  be  passed  by  both  Houses  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 


THURSDAY  MORNING, 

March  27,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigr.  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Jay,  C'apt.  Ruteers,  Major  Van 
Zandt,  Colo.  Lou,  Colo.  Sloutenburg,  rvlr.  Harper— .Vtii-i'cx/c. 
Major  Lawrence— Qtieeis. 

Mr.  Rea,  Mr.  Parks,  Colo.  De  Win,  Major  Tappen—niifr. 
Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Jlr.  Adeate— .i/iani/. 
Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Clarke,  Colo.  Sherwood— Ora/it'c. 
Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Vedcr,  Mr.  Newkirk— Tryon. 
Mr.  Smith— S«/o/fc. 

Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jas.  Livingston,  Mr.  Piatt,  Capt.  Jno.Schenk— 
Z>u^c^c^«■ 
Majo^  Webster,  Mr.  Duer— CAor/o(/e. 
Mr.  Morris,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Mills— U'es!c/its/tr. 

Col.  Do  Witt  communicated  to  the  House,  by  request 
of  the  committee  of  Kingston,  that  the  jailer  of  the  county 
jail  is  careless  in  the  execution  of  ins  office  ;  that  there  is 
a  dangerous  intercourse  belwixL  the  disaiTcctcd  persons 
confined  in  the  said  jail  and  persons  from  without. 

Resolved,  That  the  cotnmiliee  of  Kingston  be  requested 
and  empowered  to  take  such  measures  in  the  premises  as 
they  may  deem  necessary. 

A  certificate  signed  by  Eliliu  .Marvin,  chairman,  and 
Daniel  Coleman,  Zachariah  Diiiiois  and  Nathaniel  Sailorly, 
members  of  the  commillee  of  Oranae  countv,  and  ailcs-tcd 
by  Thomas  Moffat,  clerk,  of  an  ejection  held  \n  Bloomint; 
Grove,  on  Saturday  the  C2d  of  March,  1777,  for  ihn  pur- 
pose of  choosing  a  member  to  serve  in  Convention  of  this 
Stale,  (in  the  room  of  Archibald  Lilllc,  E-^qmrc,  deceased,) 
when  Jeremiah  Clarke,  Esquire,  was  duly  elected  for  that 
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purpose,  and  vested  with  the  same  powers  wherewith  the 
said  Archibald  Lillle,  Esquire,  deceased  was  vested,  and  to 
continue  to  serve  as  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Orange,  during  the  time  that  the  present  Gonvenlion  of  this 
State  conlinuelli  to  serve,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Clarke  do  take  his  seal. 

A  former  report,  drawn  by  Mr.  Morris,  as  to  the  rangers, 
was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris, 

Agreed,  That  the  said  report  be  obliterated.  And  there- 
upon the  following  resolution  was  agreed  to,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  tlie  companies  ot  rangers  commanded 
by  Captains  Elias  Haasbrouck,  Jacob  Kuizen  De  W'lit, 
Alexander  Baldwin,  John  A.  Bradt,  Marcus  Demooth, 
Christian  Kitinan,  John  Winn,  Joshua  Conckey,  Isaac 
Moss,  and  Lieut.  Gideon  Squire,  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
discharged. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  aforegoing  resolution  be 
served  upon  the  persons  therein  named,  and  thai  their  seve- 
ral companies  be  paid  until  the  time  of  the  serving  of  such 
copies  respectively. 

And  wheue.'.s  this  Convention  did,  on  the  twenty-sixth 
day  of  February  last,  resolve  as  follows,  viz  : 

Resolved,  Tiial  every  non-commissioned  officer  or  pri- 
vate in  either  of  the  companies  of  rangers,  who  shall  enlist 
in  any  one  of  the  Continental  regiments  commanded  by  the 
Colonels  Van  Cortlandt,  Gansevoort,  V  an  Schaick,  Henry  B. 
Livingston  or  Dubois,  shall  upon  being  sworn,  bcdisciiarg- 
ed  from  such  company  of  rangers,  and  be  permuted  to 
join  the  regiment  in  which  he  has  so  enlisted. 

Resolved,  That  no  officer  of  the  ranging  companies 
within  this  Stale  be  permitted  to  recruit  any  more  men. 

And  wiiEaE.\s  this  Convention  arc  informed  that  divers 
of  the  said  rangers  have  enlisted  in  the  Contmcntal  service 
in  other  regiments  than  those  specified  in  the  said  resolu- 
tion ;  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  such  of  the  said  rangers  so  enlisted  be 
not  allowed  any  pay  or  subsistence,  which  may  be  now 
due  to  them,  until  they  shall  enlist  in  one  or  other  of  the 
five  regiments  in  the  said  resolulioii  specified. 

Resolved,  That  the  captain,  or  other  conmianding  officer 
of  eacii  of  the  companies  of  rangers  above  mentioned  be, 
and  hereby  is  directed  in  his  muster  roll  to  return  to  this 
Convention,  the  name  of  each  non-commissioned  officer 
and  private  who  has  enlisted  out  of  his  company  into  the 
Continental  service  ;  and  also  ihe  number  of  the  regiment, 
and  name  of  the  colonel,  or  other  commanding  otiicer  of 
the  regiment  into  which  such  non-cominissioned  officer,  or 
private,  has  so  enlisted. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  Mr.  Duane  read  the 
report  of  the  committee  for  recruiting  the  Continental  regi- 
ments raising  in  this  State,  in  his  place,  and  delivered  the 
same  in  at  the  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read. 

The  first  paragraph  being  read,  debates  arose  thereon. 
After  some  time  spent  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  leport  be  recommitted,  and  that  Mr. 
Duer,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  be  added  to 
the  committee. 

Thursday  Afternoon,  March27,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pkf.sen't— Brigr.  General  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Phil.  Livinjston,  Mr.  Duiiscomb,  Mr.  Bcekman,  Mr. 
Harper.  .Mr.  Du^nc,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Colo.  Lott,  Colo.  Stoulcnburg, 
Capt,  Kul','ers—A'iK;- yor/c. 

Mr.  Smith— Jiz/o/fc. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Robt.  Yates,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Adgate— .4/- 
I  bany. 

Mr.  Clarke,  Colo.  Allison,  Colo.  Sherwood,  Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 

-"^Ir.  Paris,  Mr.  Veeder,  Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper — 

Trijon. 

Mr.  K.  R.  Livingston — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Webster— CAar/o//f. 

Major  Parks,  Mr.  Ray,  Colo.  De  VfUl—Vlster. 
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Mr  Mil's,  Mr.  Morris,  Judge  Graham — Westchester. 
Mr  Stevens — Cumberland. 

The  Coiivenlion  took  into  consideratiuii  several  tilings 
whicli  make  it  peculiarly  necessary,  at  present,  tliat  this 
Slate  should  keep  a  representation  attending  in  Congress, 
considered  the  cases  of  their  respective  bclegates,  and 
made  some  progress  towards  keeping  up  such  representa- 
tion. 

To-morrow  beinj;  a  day  set  apart  throughout  this  State, 
by  order  of  Convention,  as  a  day  of  hunnilialion,  fasting 
and  prayer,  the  House  adjourned  till  Saturday  morning. 


DIE  S  ABB  ATI,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

March  29.  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigr.  Genl.  Abm.  Ten  Brocck,  Prcsidt. 

Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Colo.  Sloutenhursh,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Major 
Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Uoekman,  Mr.  Duane,  .Mr.  Robl.  Harper,  Colo.  Lott, 
Capt.  Kutgers,  Mr.  Jay— Ncu--¥ork 

Mr.  Stevens— Cumberland. 

Major  Webster,  Mr.  Btier—Charlotte. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Robt.  Yates,  Col. 
P.  K.  Livingston — ilbany. 
Colo.  Allison,  Colo.  Sherwood,  Mr.  Clarke — Oranqe. 
Mr.  Mills,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Morris — Westchester. 
Mr.  Smith— Si//oZfc. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  W.  Harper,  Jlr.  Newkerk,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Veder — 
Tryoa. 

Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Rea,  Mr.  Contine — Ulster. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Petlit,  doorkeeper,  dated  25th 
instant,  for  the  reasons  therein  set  forth,  praying  for  an  ad- 
dition to  his  wages,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  cummitted  to  ^^r.  Graham,  Major 
Van  Zandt  and  Mr.  Cuyler  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  petition  of  Leonard  tiiniih,  Junr.  of  New-Marlbo- 
rough  precinct,  in  Ulster  county,  dated  the  25th  instant, 
selling  forth  that  his  sloop  was  taken  into  puijlic  service 
last  fall,  by  reason  of  tlie  approach  of  the  enemy,  was 
stripped  of  her  sails,  and  left  at  Terry  Town  ;  that  he  has 
frequently  applied  to  his  eiiiplovcrs  for  sails  to  remove  the 
said  sloop;  and  a  certificate  of  Wm.  Dobbs  that  the  said 
sloop  was  employed  in  the  Continenial  service  in  the 
months  of  October  and  November  last,  were  read. 

Ordered,  'I'hat  the  same  be  referred  to  tlie  committee  last 
above  named. 

Where.ks  Mr.  Jacob  Le  Roy,  by  his  petitions  of  the 
31st  day  of  December  last  and  of  the  26ih  instant,  for  sun- 
dry reasons  therein  assigned,  hath  prayed  the  permission 
of  this  Convention  to  go  to  the  city  of  New- York, 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  grant- 
ed, and  that  the  said  Jacob  I^e  [ioy  do  make  application  to 
His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington,  upon  this  subject,  and 
that  he  do  not  go  to  the  said  city  without  leave  first  obtained 
of  the  General. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Rutgers  and  Major  Tappen  be  a 
committee  to  purchase  the  thirty  tons  of  hemp  resolved  on 
the  25th  instant  to  be  purchased,  in  order  to  be  manufac- 
tured into  cables  and  rigging. 

Colonel  Allison,  from  the  committee  of  correspondence, 
delivered  in  a  report,  which  was  read,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

"  Your  committee  appointed  to  correspond  and  employ 
riders  for  that  purpose  to  ride  express  to  Fishkill,  beg  leave 
to  report :  That  lliev  have  employed  John  Cregier  to  ride 
express  to  Fistikill,  in  whicli  s.iid  service  he  has  rode  six 
days,  at  twenty  shillings  per  day,  amounting  to  six  pounds, 
and  now  propose  to  discharge  htm. 
"  Per  order, 

"WM.  ALLISON, 

"  Chairman." 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  lliis  Slate  pay  to  ihe 


said  John  Cregier,  or  his  order,  the  said  sum  of  six  pounds, 
and  lake  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

The  Convention  were  informed  that  a  quantilv  of  Conti- 
nental salt  has  lately  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  and  that  some 
considerable  quantities  of  salt  have  also  been  there  imported 
on  private  account. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  draw  up  a  proper 
representation  to  Congress  of  the  distresses  to  which  this 
Stale  is  reduced  for  want  of  that  necessary  article,  and  the 
causes  which  prevent  their  obtaining  it ;  and  ri'i|uc-^tin2 
that  this  Colony  may  be  permitted  to  purchase  a  part  ot 
the  salt  belonging  to  the  Continent. 

A  letter  from  Isaac  Ahel  to  Matthew  Adgate,  J:]-iiuire, 
dated  29th  January,  relative  to  the  value  of  the  brig  N 'incy, 
and  the  other  articles  of  property  left  at  Jlr.  J^chenk's 
store  with  the  said  briganline,  and  requesting  paymoni,  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Jlr.  Robert  Yates.  Mr. 
John  Schenck  and  Mr.  Wm.  Harper. 

Mr.  Tappen  informed  the  Convention  that  the  coaiinit- 
tee  of  auditors  have  for  some  days  had  several  accounts 
which  they  have  audited,  and  are  ready  to  report  to  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  Auditor-General. 

The  petition  of  Bloomer  Nelson,  Jacob  Schurman,  Sa- 
muel Haines  and  Joseph  Turner,  prisoners  taken  with 
Lownsbury,  praying  to  be  permitted  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  and  be  discharged,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  lie  on  the  table.  And 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  Harper,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr. 
Plait  be  a  committee  to  inquire  into  and  report  to  this  Con- 
vention the  names  of  all  the  subjects  of  this  State  who  have 
engaged  in  the  service  of  the  enemy,  and  are  now  in  con- 
finement in  the  different  jails  of  tliis  State,  distinguishing 
the  ages  of  the  said  persons  and  t!ie  rank  they  hold  in  the 
enemy's  service  ;  and  that  the  said  committee  report  such 
a  plan  for  the  disposal  of  the  said  prisoners  as  tliev  shall 
deem  most  consistent  with  sound  policy,  and  best  adapted 
to  promote  the  interest  of  the  Slate. 

Die  Sadbati,  4  ho.  P.  M.  March  29,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PiiESE.sT — Brigadier  Cenl.  Abm.  Ten  Brocck,  President. 

Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  R.  Harper,  Mr.  Beckman,  Colo.  Lott,  Major  Van 
Zandt,  Capt.  Rutsers,  Mr.  Dunscomb — Ncic-Yurk. 

Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Rea,  Colo.  De  WiU,  Mr.  ConXine— Ulster. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  R.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate,  Colo.  P.  R.  Living, 
ston,  Mr.  Cuyler — jilbany. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  W.  Harper,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Newkerk — 
Tryon. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  W.  Smith-Su/o/fc.  ,  >| 

Mr.  Mills,  Judge  Graliam,  Mr.  Morris — Westchester. 

Mr.  Duer,  Major  Webster — Charlotte. 

Colo.  Sherwood,  Mr.  Clarke,  Colo.  Allison — Orange. 
A  memorandum  of  Andrew  Taylor,  assistant  quarter- 
master-general, of  sundry  casks,  a  box,  a  hogshead  and  a 
hamper,  containing  medicines,  said  to  have  belonged  to 
Doctor  Brownjolin,  and  to  liave  been  taken  near  Hacken- 
sack,  was  delivered  to  the  President,  and  read;  and  the 
President  informed  the  Convention  that  the  said  casks, 
box  and  hamper  are  on  a  wagon  in  this  town,  waiting  the 
order  of  this  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  casks,  hogshead,  box  and  ham- 
per be  put  into  the  store  of  Jolin  Eltncndorph  ;  and  Doctor 
Thomas  Jones  be  requested  to  inventory  and  appraise  the 
said  medicines. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  John  Haliiorne,  dated  the  27th 
instant,  relative  to  the  Sterling  company  of  militia,  in  an- 
swer to  the  letter  of  Convention  to  him  on  that  subject,  of 
the  instant,  was  read  and  lilcd. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Hathornc  be  informed  that 
Convention  are  of  opinion  tliat  a  lieutenfint  and  ensign  are 
sufficient  to  command  so  small  a  body  of  men  as  the  Sler- 
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ling  company,  and  the  more  especially  as  the  lieutenant 
and  ensign  have  commissions,  and  have  by  the  precinct 
committee  been  directed  to  take  cliari^e  of  so  many  of  llial 
small  company  as  remain  ;  and  tlicrol'orc,  tor  the  present, 
decline  issuing  any  other  commissions  ior  that  company. 

Whereas  sundry  acts  and  resokitions  have  lately  i»assed 
in  the  Honourable  the  C^cneral  Congress  of  liie  LJnitcd 
Slates  of  America,  materially  aiTecting  this  State,  with  the 
true  reasons  and  principles  whereof  it  is  highly  expedient 
that  this  Convention  should  be  I'ully  informed,  winch  can- 
not so  well  be  done  as  by  a  conference  with  their  Delegates 
now  in  Congress.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Francis  Lewis,  William  Floyd 
and  Lewis  Morris  be  requested  to  repair  to  tlus  Conven- 
tion. 

And  where.is  it  is  highly  expedient,  that  this  State 
should  all  times  continue  represented  in  Congress  : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Philip  Livingston  and  Mr.  Duane, 
be  directed  immediately  to  repair  to  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia for  that  purpose. 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  as  many  of  the  Con- 
tinental Delegates  of  this  State  as  possible  should  continue 
in  this  Convention  : 

Resolved,  That  an  addition  of  one  be  made  to  the  de- 
legation of  this  Slate,  and  that  any  two  of  the  Delegates 
make  a  representation. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  elect  by  ballot  such 
additional  Delegate,  and  the  ballots  beinu  taken  and  told, 
William  Duer,  Esquire,  was  unaiiimou.-ly  elected  by  the 
whole  Convention  present,  (except  the  Deputies  ot  Char- 
lotte county,  of  which  he  is  one,)  in  manner  following  to 
wit : 


For  Mr.  Duer, 


No.  I. 

8 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

3 

6. 

3 

28 

For  Mr.  Morris, 
No.  7.  Charlotte  2 


Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  William  Duer,  Esquire,  be,  and  is 
hereby  appointed  a  Delegate,  or  Repreientative  of  this 
State  in  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  and  .Mr. 
Morris  be  a  committee  to  draw  and  report  instructions  to 
the  Delegates  who  are  ordered  to  attend  Congress. 

Sundry  questions  were  then  put  to  Convention,  and  an- 
swered, in  order  that  the  committee  appointed  to  draw  up 
instructions,  might  know  the  sense  of  Convention,  on  the 
several  matters,°to  enable  them  to  prepare  the  draft  of  such 
instructions. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Char- 
lotte county  be  informed  by  a  messenger  sent  as  express 
to  the  chairman,  that  William  Duer,  Esquire,  one  of  ihcir 
Deputies,  is  appointed  a  Delegate  to  leprcscnt  this  Slate 
in  Congress,  whereby  their  county  will  be  left  so  unrcpte- 
sented°as  not  to  have  a  vote  in  Convention  ;  and  that  the 
said  county  committee  be  directed  to  send  John  Williams, 
Esquire,  their  other  Deputy,  to  attend  this  Convention 
immediately;  and  if  he  cannot  immodiatcly  attend,  that 
the  said  county  committee  notify  the  inhabitants  to  as- 
semble and  ele'ct  another  Deputy  for  ihcir  county,  to  at- 
tend this  Convention  without  delay,  that  the  said  county 
may  be  respresented,  and  have  a  voice  at  this  important 
crisis. 


MONDAY  MORNING, 

March  31,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Brigr.  Gent.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 
Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  fiunscnml).  Major  Van  '/.hwh.  Colo.  .'Iloulenburc,  Ge- 
neral Scott,  Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Mr.  Robc.'l  Harper— A'£i>}  cirA:, 


Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Newkerk— 
Tryon. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Adgale,  Mr.  Robert  Vates,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Colo. 
Livingston— -f/fta/iy. 

Colo.  Allison,  ]\lr.  Clarke,  Sir.  Wisner— Orange. 
Jlr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell— Su/o/fc. 
Jlr.  Webster— C/iar/oHf. 

Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Conline,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Eca— t//j/cr. 
Mr.  Morris,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Mills,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt — H'tit- 
Chester. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  William  Harper,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
hear  Colonel  Van  Allen,  of  Clavcrack,  and  to  consider  of, 
and  report  on  the  sundry  affidavits  against  him,  transmitted 
by  the  committee  of  Claverack,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Claverack,  dated  the 
2.3rd  March,  and  the  examinations  of  Garrit  Herdick,  John 
Herdick  and  William  Herdick,  the  three  witnesses  against 
him,  were  respectively  read,  as  follows  : 

"  In  Co.vmittee,  ) 
"Claverack  District,  March  23, 1777.  5 

"  Gent. — Enclosed,  we  send  you  copies  of  evidence 
taken  before  this  board  relative  to  the  behaviour  of  Colonel 
John  Van  Alen.  You  will  find  by  the  resolution  subjoined 
to  the  same,  that  the  consideration  of  the  matter  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  determination  of  Convention.  We  have  cited 
Colo.  Van  Alen  to  appear  before  you  for  that  purpose. 
The  aflfair  of  Colo.  Van  Alen  has  for  some  time  excited 
the  attention  of  many.  We  could  wish  we  had  had  no 
occasion  to  trouble  you  herewith. 
"  We  are,  gent. 

"  Your  most  obt.  and  hble.  seivt. 

"By  order  of  the  committee, 
"LAWRANCE  FONDA,  Ckairn.  P.  T. 

In  Com.mittef.,  J 
"  Claverack  District,  March  22, 1777.  \ 

"  An  information  being  lodged  against  John  Van  Alen, 
Lieut.  Colonel  in  the  eighth  regiment  of  militia  for  the 
county  of  Albany,  and  one  of  the  members  of  this  com- 
mittee, that  his  late  behaviour  had  been  such  as  to  give 
just  grounds  to  suspect  that  his  sentiments  were  not  alto- 
gether friendly  to  the  liberties  of  America  :  whereupon  a 
meeting  of  the  cotnmillee  of  this  district  was  ordered  to 
be  held  this  day,  to  take  said  information  into  considera- 
tion, and  to  proceed  to  examine  such  evidences  as  shall  be 
offered  on  the  subject ;  in  consequence  of  which,  nine 
members  appeared  for  that  purpose. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  examination  of  the  evidence  in  the 
case  of  Colo.  Van  .\len  be  forthwith  proceeded  upon,  and 
that  he  be  requested  to  be  present,  and  he  attended  ac- 
cordingly. 

"  Garret  Herdick,  being  duly  sworn  upon  his  examina- 
tion, saith,  that  about  2  or  3  weeks  ago  Colonel  John  Van 
Alen,  Aaron  Van  Derkar  and  John  Herdick,  were  at  the 
de])onent's  house  ;  that  John  Herdick  observed  llia  the  had 
heard  Cornelius  Clo[)per  was  gone  to  New-York.  Colo. 
Van  Alen  answered,  he  had  heard  so  from  the  girl, 
(meaning  Clopper's  daughter,)  upon  which  the  deponent's 
wife  said,  there  are  now  many  that  are  disposed  to  turn 
their  coats  or  change  sides,  and  leave  the  poor  Congress  to 
lose  their  heads  ;  that  Van  Alen  answered  thereupon,  lhat 
he  did  not  care  how  many,  or  what  became  of  it,  if  we 
could  but  have  peace,  and  said  is  lhat  not  belter  than 
that  so  many  thousands  must  die  ?  he  further  said,  that 
there  were  people  that  would  lay  their  heads  upon  a  block 
if  we  could  but  have  peace  ;  that  he  always  formerly  found 
and  looked  upon  Colonel  Van  Alen  as  a  friend  to  his  coun- 
try ;  that  he  was  much  surprised  to  hear  such  expressions 
from  him. 

"  John  Herdick  being  sworn,  saith,  that  being  at  the 
house  of  Garret  Herdick,  some  time  ago,  he  saw  Colo. 
Van  Alen  there  ;  that  observing  to  him  that  he  had  heard 
that  Cornelius  Clofiper  was  gone  to  the  enemy — received 
for  answer,  he  did  not  know;  lhat  thereupon  the  wife  of 
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Garret  Hcrdick  lamented  the  situation  of  the  Congress, 
»!)d  said  ihey  would  perhaps  yet  be  obliged  to  flee,  or  lose 
their  heads,  through  such  men  ;  that  Colo.  Van  Alcn  an- 
givered,  I  don't  care  a  donder  or  hagel  about  it,  if  we  could 
but  have  peace  ;  otherwise  it  would  yet  perhaps  cost  the 
Jives  of  thousands. 

■'William  Herdick,  being  sworn  upon  his  examination, 
gaith,  that  coming  at  the  house  of  Garrit  Herdick,  he  found 
Colo.  Van  Alen,  with  others,  there  ;  that  he  heard  iiis  aunt 
Mantze  Herdick  observe  that  the  poor  Congress,  (or  words 
of  that  sort,)  were  exposed  to  lose,  or  that  it  would  come 
upon  their  heads,  if  the  enemy  overcame  ihem  ;  that  Colo. 
Van  Alen  answered  thereupon,  he  did  not  care  what  be- 
came of  it  if  we  could  but  have  peace. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  above  mat- 
ter be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

"In  Committee,  March  23. 

"  Present,  nine  members. 

"  The  committee  having  duly  considered  the  foregoing 
proofs,  and  other  circumstances  that  have  been  offered,  and 
that  have  appeared  against  said  Van  Alen,  do  resolve  that 
a  copy  of  the  proofs  taken  before  this  board  be  transmitted 
to  Convention,  for  their  determination,  and  that  Colo.  "Van 
Allen  be  served  wiih  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  and  that  he 
be  cited  to  appear  before  Convention  on  Thursday  next, 
the  27lh  instant,  for  that  purpose. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"  PETER  CANTINE,  Jr." 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  then  read  again, 
amended  and  agreed  to,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Colonel  Van  Alen  being  asked  whether  all  or  any  part 
of  the  evidence  contained  ui  the  affidavits  against  him  was 
true,  he  denied  having  any  view,  to  the  Convention,  but 
alluded,  by  the  words  "  he  did  not  care  how  many,"  to  the 
persons  that  went  to  the  enemy. 

And  whereas  Colonel  \  an  Allen  has  heretofore  borne 
a  good  character  as  a  true  friend  to  his  country,  and  being 
willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  ihis  State,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  your  committee  that  the  Secretary  be  ordered 
to  administer  to  him  the  said  oath,  and  he  be  thereupon  dis- 
cliarged,  until  further  inquiry  be  made  ;  and  that  in  the 
mean  lime  he  be  suspended  from  the  exercise  of  his  office 
as  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  militia  of  this  Stale. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  agrees  with  their  com- 
mittee in  their  report.  And, 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Secretaries  administer  the 
said  oath. 

A  letter  from  Lieuienant-Colonel  Willet,  dated  at  Fort 
Constitution,  on  the  29th  inst.  was  read,  and  follows,  to 
wit:  [Missing.] 

Ordered,  That  it  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangement, and  that  an  extract  of  that  part  of  the  said  let- 
ter whicii  relates  to  the  stock  cm  the  farm  now  or  lately  in 
the  possession  of  Beverly  Robinson,  Esquire,  be  transmit- 
ted by  the  Secretaries  to  the  commissioners  in  Dutchess 
county,  for  taking  care  of  the  elfects  of  persons  gone  to 
the  enemy. 

Mr.  Wisner  then  informed  the  Convention  that  he  has 
applied  to  Hibernia  furnace,  which  is  the  nearest  furnace 
in  blast,  to  cast  cannon  ball,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of 
this  Convention  to  their  comniuiee  directccl  to  procure  that 
necessary  article;  that  the  distance  to  Mibernia  furnace 
being  great,  the  cartage  must  of  course  be  expensive,  and 
therefore  the  committee  request  the  opinidu  antl  direction 
of  Convention  whether  they  siiall  pursue  obtaining  ball  at 
that  furnace. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Convention  approves  of  the  snid 
measures  of  the  committee,  and  desire  they  may  by  every 
means  endeavour  to  obtain  cannon  ball. 

Mr.  Wm,  Harper  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Adgate,  that  the  doors  of  Convention  Chamber  may  be 
open  at  ail  times  when  the  form  of  a  constitution  and  plan 
of  government  is  under  consideration.  Debates  arose  liiere- 


on,  and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in 
the  negative  by  a  great  majority. 

Monday  Afternoon,  March  31,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigr.  General  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

General  Scott,  Major  Van  Zamit,  Mr.  Beckman,  Mr.  Harper,  Colo 
Stoutenbure,  Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Capt.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Dunsioinb,  .Mr. 
Jay,  Colo.  Lett — Nciv-Yorh. 

Maj.  Lawrence — Queens. 

Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Rea,  Mr.  Contine,  Colo.  De  Witt — Ulster. 
Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Robert  Yates,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Colo.  Livin'-slon, 
Mr.  Adgate— .4/6any. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Allison,  Colo.  Sherwood,  Mr.  Clarke— Orajiijc. 
Major  Webster — Charlotte. 

Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Mills,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandl — West- 
chester. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell— Sw/o/fc.  ■: 
Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston— /)ufc/icsi. 

Mr.  Veder,  Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk,  Mr.  Moore — 
Tryon, 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

A  letter  from  Israel  Honeywell,  Junior,  dated  the  28th 
instant,  was  read,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Philip's  Manor,  (Westchester  county, )  ? 

"  ATarcA  28,  1777. '  ) 

"  The  situation  of  affairs  in  our  counly  is  truly  deplora- 
ble. We  liave  daily  accounts  of  cattle  being  stole  and 
drove  downwards  to  support  our  cruel,  merciless  and  in- 
veterate enemies,  by  our  more  than  savage  neighbours,  the 
tories,  who  have  of  late  become  so  insulliiig  as  to  hiss  at 
men  passing,  and  several  have  been  fired  at  in  the  road. 

•'  Isaac  Oakley,  at  the  Plains,  has  been  robbed  of  36 
head  of  cattle  the  night  before  last,  a  number  of  Continen- 
tal oxen,  ox  chains,  6cc.  have  been  taken  off.  Last  night 
a  number  of  our  guard  went  down  below  to  Peter  \''an  Tas- 
sel's, consisting  of  Capt.  Dean  and  nineteen  privates,  and 
about  4  o'clock  this  morning  were  alarmed  ;  a  number  of 
regulars  and  tories  had  come  to  Mr.  Acker's  and  were  dri- 
ving off  all  his  stock,  upon  which  a  small  skirmish  ensued 
on  their  march  to  Mr.  Van  Tassel's,  in  which  our  men  beat 
them  off  and  saved  the  cattle. 

"You  have  undoubtedly  heard  of  Judge  Thomas  and 
Mr.  Miller  being  taken  prisoners  and  carried  down,  and  we 
have  various  accounts  from  below  of  the  enemy's  design  of 
coming  up  to  felch  a  number  more  of  our  most  active  men. 

"  We  are  at  present  under  very  precarious  circumstan- 
ces, having  no  troops  but  a  few  raised  in  this  county  ; 
you'll  therefore  see  the  necessity,  if  we  mean  to  protect 
our  friends,  that  we  should  be  assisted  with  a  number  of 
troops,  and  that  with  the  utmost  despatch. 

"  I  am,  &c. 

'•  P.  S.  The  tories  are  daily  going  down  in  droves  ;  31 
went  at  one  time. 

"  N.  B.  The  loss  we  have  sustained  for  this  week  past 
amounts  at  least  to  one  thousand  pounds  per  day. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  devise  a  permanent  defence  for  the  said 
county,  and  that  General  Scott  be  added  to  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

General  Scott,  .seconded  by  Mr.  Robert  Harper,  moved 
for  ihe  following  resolutions,  to  wit: 

Whereas,  from  the  want  of  courts  properly  instituted 
fur  the  trial  of  treasons  and  other  offences  against  this 
Slate,  the  resolutions  heretofore  passed  for  the  punishment 
of  the  same  have  not  been  executed,  whereby  divers  per- 
sons in  this  Stale,  who  liave  been  employed  by  the  enemy 
as  spies,  or  for  the  purpose  of  enlistint;  men  into  tlieir  ser- 
vice, or  furnishing  ihem  with  supplies  or  intelligence,  many 
of  whom  were  not  punishable  by  the  Continental  articles 
of  war,  have  c-caped  with  imptmiiy  : 

Resolved,  That  all  such  persons  as  have  been  or  shall 
be  apprehended  in  this  State,  without  the  enemy's  lines, 
by  Continental  or  oilier  American  troops,  as  spies  from  the 
enemy,  or  for  enlisting  men  mto  their  service,  or  for  fur- 
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nishing  supplies  or  intelligence  to  them,  be  tried  for  the 
said  olFences  by  martial  law,  and  if  found  gnilly,  sutler 
death  or  other  punishment  at  the  discretion  of  a  guncial 
court  martial  of  the  Coniincntal  armv  or  of  the  mihtia  of 
this  State  ;  provided  that  wlicre  anv  person  shall  have  been 
convicted  by  a  court  martial  by  virtue  of  tins  resolution, 
that  the  sentence  shall  not  be  executed  untd  approved  by 
this  Convention  or  a  future  J^e^i.-^lature  of  tins  blale. 

Whereas  a  form  of  government  will  soon  be  establish- 
ed in  this  State,  and  proper  courts  organized  for  the  trial 
of  ofTences  therein  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That,  the  resolution  above  mentioned  continue 
in  force  until  the  first  day  of  July  next,  unless  sooner  re- 
pealed by  this  Convention  or  the  future  Legiiialure  of  liiis 
Slate. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  tliereof  be  postponed 
till  to-morrow  morning. 

A  letter  from  John  Henry,  dated  t.hc  21st  of  March,  was 
read,  as  follows  : 

"  Dr.  Sir — I  should  have  advised  of  tlie  receipt  of  the 
last  2,000  dollars  sent  me  per  Lieut.  Britt,  ere  this  ;  but 
opportunity  did  not  serve  until  this  instant ;  the  amount  ot 
which  I  have  passed  to  the  credit  of  this  .State. 

"  I  am  still  remaining  ignorant  wliat  the  bountv  given  to 
our  soldiers  may  consist  of  ;  as  tliere  has  latterly  been  some 
dispute  between  me  and  the  ollicers  about  this  matter, 
would  huml)ly  request  that  a  copy  of  the  dilfercnl  articles 
given  as  a  bounty  might  be  sent  me,  in  order  to  prevent  fu- 
ture mistakes.  Please  to  inform  me  if  there  are  perquisites 
arising  from  the  sale  of  casks,  box  or  bale,  that  may  at  any 
lime  be  sent  to  this  clothing  store  with  goods,  to  anv  assis- 
tant, otherwise  than  under  my  direction,  as  I  am  determin- 
ed that  nothing  of  that  sort  shall  be  appropriated  to  any 
other  use  than  that  of  the  public,  until  I  receive  orders  to 
the  contrary.  Bounty  jackets  are  become  very  scarce  with 
me,  as  also  materials  to  make  them,  which  are  much  want- 
ed at  this  time  by  our  new  recruits  ;  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  where  to  obtain  any  for  the  use  of  this  State.  1  hope 
the  clothing  committee  will  give  me  some  speedy  assistance 
in  this  important  afiair. 

"  I  am,  &c. 

"  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq." 
Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  no  perquisites  of  any  kind  ever  were  or 
now  are  allowed  by  Convention  to  any  commissary,  clerk, 
storekeeper  or  assistant  in  the  clothing  store  in  tins  State  ; 
that  no  such  perquisites  be  allowed  to  any  person  wliatever  ; 
that  every  sum  or  advantage  that  has  arisen  or  may  arise 
from  the  sale  of  any  casks,  boxes,  bales,  or  other  articles, 
be  credited  to  the  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  inquire  of  the  clothinij 
committee  as  to  bounty  waistcoats,  and  every  other  article 
necessary  to  enable  this  Convention  to  answer  tlie  said  let- 
ter, and  give  Mr.  Jolin  Henry  all  necessary  information. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  seconded  by  Gene- 
ral Scott, 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  be  written  by  tlie  President,  and 
sent  by  express  to  the  committee  of  Albany,  requesimg 
them  to  apprehend  and  confine  .Major  W  liiiam  Edmmston, 
till  further  order. 

The  said  letter  being  written,  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

"Gent. — The  Convention  havin£r  been  mformrd  iliat 
Major  Wm.  Edmondson,  a  British  othccr,  havin!i  obtained 
leave  to  go  to  New-York  to  solicit  his  cxchani:.-,  has  re- 
turned from  thence;  and  that,  after  having  travelled  pul)- 
licly  through  the  Stale,  he  is  now  at  larne  in  .Albany  ;  lh?y 
conceive  that  his  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  Ins  ac- 
quaintance with  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  render  him  a 
dangerous  person,  and  one  who  ought  by  no  means  to  be 
Buffered  to  go  at  large  ;  they  therefore  request  of  you  to 
have  him  immediately  apprehended  and  conrincd,  in  juch 
manner  as  you  think  most  proper,  and  to  write  to  Conven- 
tion as  soon  as  may  be,  what  you  have  done  licrcui. 
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"  Should  Major  Edminston  have  passed  to  Tryon  coun- 
ty, you  will  be  pleased  to  send  on  an  express  to  that  place, 
requesting  the  committee  to  take  proper  measures  to  ap- 
prehend him. 

"  I  am,  gent.  &c. 

''  To  the  Committee  ol"  Albany." 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  allow- 
ance to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress. 

.Mr.  Dunscomb,  seconded  by  Capt.  Rutgers,  moved  that 
eight  dollars  per  day  be  allowed  the  Delegates  of  tins  State 
in  Congress. 

Debates  arose,  and  the  question  being  put,  was  carried 
in  the  negative,  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 


for  the  affirmative. 

New-York,   8 

Col.  Lett  and  Major  Van 
Zandt,  dissenting. 
Westchester,   4 

12 


For  the  negative. 

Ulster,   -1 

Orange,   3 

Albany,   6 

Mr.  Cuyler  and  Col.  Liv- 
ingston, dissenting. 
Tryon,   3 

16 


For  the  negative. 

Ulster     4 

Orange,   3 


Mr.  Morris  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Gcnl.  Scott, 
that  seven  dollars  per  day  be  allowed  to  the  Delegates  of 
this  State  in  Congress. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  affirmative. 

■\ycstchcster,   4 

Albany,   6 

Mr.  Adgate  dissenting.  — 

Xew-York,   8  7 

Tiyon,    3 

21  '■' 

Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  State  will  in  future  allow  seven  dol- 
lars per  day  to  each  of  their  Delegates  while  attending  at 
Congress,  or  in  necessarily  going  to  and  returning  from 
thence. 

A  certificate,  signed  by  Elihu  Marvin  and  Israel  Seely, 
two  of  the  committee  of  Cornwall  precinct,  of  an  election 
of  unlilia  officers  in  the  late  Capt.  Little's  company  in  Ox- 
ford district,  to  wit :  Thomas  Horlon,  captain;  Josiah  See 
ly,  1st  lieutenant;  Nathan  ]\Larvin,  2nd  lieulenaul,  and 
Barnabas  Horton,  Junr.  ensign,  was  read. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  commissions  issue  to  the  captain  and  his 
two  lieutenants,  and  that  the  ensign's  commission  do  not 
issue,  until  his  political  character  be  inquired  into. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  form  of  government. 

Mr.  Jay  (agreeable  to  notice)  moved  for  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  2nd  paragraph  of  the  plan  of  government. 

Debates  arose,  and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  offirviative. 

I  I'-tcr   4       New-York,   8 

Oranee,   3  — 

Tryon,   3  24 

-Vli'any   6  M^estchcster  divided. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.R.  Livingslon, 
Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  said  2nd  para- 
graph be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


TUESDAY  TvIORNING, 

.  .  April  1,  1777. 

1  he  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

rnr.^r.xT-Iirigr.  Gcnl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Pliil  Livingston,  Colo.  Lolt,  Capt.  liulgers.  Colonel  Stoiiten- 
burcli,  .M:i  ior  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Uunscomb,  Mr.  Harper,  Genl.  Scott, 
Mr.  J.TV,  .Mr.  Bcekinan-A'cif- Forfc. 

-Major  Lawrence  — Qucc/is. 

Mr.  .Morris,  Mr.  Mills,  Judge  Graham,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt  — 
rhf'lcr. 

'•"■nl.  Ten  Bropcic,  Mr.  Adgate,  Colo.  Livingston,  Mr.  Cuyler,  fVIr. 
Kobcrl  Ynlcs—Jllbany. 

Cnlo.  Allison,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Clark,  Colo.  Sherwood  — Orange. 
Wx.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Vcder,  Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Paris— Trt/on. 
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Mr  Smilli,  Mr.  TTcUycU-Suffollc. 

Mr  J»«   I'ivii'Sslo")  Mr- tiil-  I-ivingston,  Capt.  Plait,  Capt.  Jno. 
Sjthrnk  Mr.  K.  H.  Livingslon — Dutcliess. 
Ci.!o.  Williams,  Mnjor  Webslcr— C'/iaWo«f. 
Major  Toppen,  Mr.  Uca,  .Mr.  Coiitinc,  Colo.  Uc  Wnt—L'lsler. 
Mr  Stevens — Cuinberiand. 

The  Convention  were  informed  ili.it  Kaycnd-alongwca, 
one  of  llie  head  warriors  of  ihe  Oneida  iialion,  IcgcUier 
vviih  llie  Revd.  Mr.  Kirldand,  a  missionary  among  ihe  \ 
Oneida  Indians,  arc  now  in  Kingston  ;  thai  ihcy  arc  a 

Sart  of  a  company  who  liavc  been  to  visit  the  Stale  of  j 
lassachusells  Bay,  aiid  some  other  of  the  eastern  Slates, 
Hnd  to  visil  Gciieral  Wasiungston  and  die  American  army  ;  < 
lliat  five  of  the  parly  have  proceeded  on  tiieir  journey ;  | 
that  they  stand  in  need  of  a  .sniidl  sum  of  money  lo  de-  | 
fray  iheir  e.xpciises  on  their  return  home.  | 
A  certificate  or  passport  to  Mr.  Jvirkland  and  the  said  j 
Indians,  from  (icnl.  Schuyler,  Volkerl  P.  Donw  and  | 
Edwards,  liiree  of  tiie  commissioners  for  Indian  alTairs  ; 
and  also  a  passport  from  General  Washington,  for  their 
return  lo  tlieir  own  country,  and  recommending  them  lo 
all  civil  bodies  and  military  ufTicers,  for  aid  and  assistance, 
were  respeclively  read.  Thereupon, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Robert  Benson,  Esquire, 
one  of  the  Secretaries,  advance  lo  the  said  Indian  chief 
and  Mr.  Kirkland,  ihe  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  de- 
fray llieir  expenses  on  their  return  from  His  Excellency 
General  Washington  to  their  country.  And 

Ordered,  Tliai  the  I'rcasnrer  of  this  State  repay  the 
said  one  hundred  dollars  to  Mr.  Benson. 

Jlr.  Kirkland,  as  interpreter,  wiili  tlie  said  Indian  chief, 
were  admitted  to  Convention.  Thereupon  a  speech  was 
delivered  to  him  by  the  President  in  separate  sentences,  in 
the  words  fjllowing,  and  translated  to  the  said  Indian 
chief,  by  Mr.  Kirkland,  viz: 

"  Brother — We,  the  Representatives  of  the  Slate  of 
New-York  here  met,  are  happy  lo  see  you  on  your  return  | 
from  a  visit  to  our  Chief  Warrior.  We  are  sorry  to  iicar 
lliat  your  iuetliicn  are  already  gone  on,  and  that  you  are 
obliged  to  leave  this  place  so  soon  :  it  would  have  given 
us  pleasure  lo  have  smoked  a  pipe  with  you  and  ihern, 
and  to  have  assured  you  of  our  determination  to  keep  the 
roads  open  between  your  nation  and  us,  and  to  keep  bright 
the  chani  of  peace. 

"  We  commend  the  wisdom  of  your  nation  in  deputing 
you  lo  repair  to  our  Chief  Warrior,  and  see  the  situation 
of  our  affairs.  We  hope  you  will  now  be  enabled  to  con- 
tradict ihofc  false  reports  concerning  the  enemy's  strength 
and  our  weakness,  winch  their  wicked  emissaries  have 
artfully  aiiemptcd  to  diffuse  through  the  Indian  nation. 

Brclhcr— N\  e  wish  you  a  good  journey.  Assure  our 
brothers,  the  Oneidns,  and  llic'rest  of  the  Six  Nations, 
of  our  friendship,  and  accept  this  small  acknowledgment 
of  the  regard  we  have  for  you  and  our  other  brethren  of 
your  company." 

Kayendalongwca,  the  said  Indian  chief,  then  replied  ; 
and  his  reply  by  paragraphs,  was  inlcrpreled  by  Mr.  Kirk- 
land, in  substance,  as  RHows  : 

"  Brother  chiefs  here  met  in  council,  hear  for  a  moment. 
I  am  glnd  lo  see  so  many  of  you,  come  from  a  great  dis- 
tance, many  of  whom  I  know.  We  also  come  from  a 
great  distance,  chiefs  of  the  Oneida  tribe.  I  am  Had  lo 
see  so  many  of  you  here  \n  peace,  and  sorry  that  your  old 
council  fire  has  been  disturbed. 

"  Brothers — I  am  rejoiced  to  sec  so  many  of  you  here 
superintend  insc  the  public  affairs  at  ihis  place  :  we  arc  old 
friends  :  we  wish  lo  see  vou  at  your  old  council  fire  at  the 
sea  side  ;  we  hope  the  Good  Spirit  will  protect  yo>i,  and 
remove  your  enemies  from  liience.  We  thank'  you  for 
your  kindness  to  us  and  to  our  parly,  the  others  of  whom 
nave  {rone  forward. 

Brothers — I  return  thanks  to  the  Great  Spirit  above, 
Inat  I  see  so  many  of  you  in  peace,  and  that  so  many  are 


in  peace  in  different  parts  of  this  country.  You  arc  threat- 
ened here — we  arc  also  threatened  to  the  westward.  We 
will  keep  a  good  look-out  lo  the  west ;  and  we  sec  your 
arms  every  where  turned  to  ilic  enemy,  and  trust  you  will 
keep  a  good  look-out  loo.  It  would  give  mo  pleasure  to 
tarry  some  lime,  bui  the  atl'airs  of  luy  nation  call  itie 
home,  and  my  parly  have  gone  forward. 

"  Brotliers — Possess  your  minds  in  peace.  My  warri- 
ors and  one  chief  are  gone  forward,  and  ihcir  cundiictor 
with  me,  and  no  one  lo  guide  them.  I  am  sorry  lliey  are 
gone,  but  it  is  now  necessary  that  we  should  liruceed  on 
our  way.  We  are  well  pleased  with  wliat  we  liave  .■^eeii. 
particularly  the  Chief  Warrior,  whom  we  look  on  us  our 
protector. 

"  Broihcrs — We  have  met  this  day,  and  mu=t  tin-  day 
part.  I  can't  say  much,  as  I  am  alone.  We  Iiuiirms  are 
more  jealous  of  each  other  than  you  white  men,  inure  es- 
pecially, you  that  are  counsellors. 

"  In  all  our  travels,  the  voice  of  my  party  has  been,  that 
the  King  of  G'reat  Britain  has  spread  lies  throu<{h  the  Six 
Nations.  Your  people,  or  the  superintendent  at  Albany, 
have  not  lold  us  one  lie.  They  lold  us  that  lie  had  pos- 
sessed the  whole  sea  coast.  We  find  it  not  true.  S\'e  are 
well  pleased  with  what  we  have  seen.  We  have  not  seen 
one  spot  on  which  he  has  set  his  foot.  We  have  seen  many 
places  you  have  taken  from  him.  Our  counlrv  is  in  a  dif- 
ficult situalion.  There  is  an  enemy  to  the  westward  ;  it  is 
therefore  necessary  for  me  lo  return  home  without  delav, 
and  inform  the  Six  Nations  of  what  we  have  seen  and 
know. 

"  Brothers — You  have  given  us  assistance  lo  travel  on 
the  road  ;  we  thank  you,  brothers,  for  your  kindness.  We 
must  inform  you  that  we  have  in  our  journey,  been  every 
where  well  treated.  We  have  lived  in  pleniv,  and  beea 
frequently  carried  above  ground,  which  is  not  common  to 
us  warriors.  We  shall  faithfully  represent  to  the  Six 
Nations,  the  slate  of  affairs,  as  we  have  seen  and  heard 
them." 

The  said  Indian  Chief  and  Mr.  Kirkland  departed. 

Another  petition  of  Zebulon  Scofield,  scUmg  forih  that 
it  is  against  the  general  orders  in  the  army,  to  permit  any 
person  to  go  to  New-York,  and  praying  that  Convention 
will  give  him  a  pass  to  any  commanding  officer  at  the  lines 
at  Peekskill,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

A  copy  of  a  Iclter  from  Francis  Lewis,  Esquire,  one  of 
the  delegates  in  this  State,  at  Congress,  dated  at  Baltimore 
on  the  12ih  of  March  last,  was  received  and  read,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

"  Gentlemen — I  wrote  you  the  16th,  31st  January  and 
ISih  February,  addressed  lo  the  President,  since  winch  I 
have  been  honoured  with  his  of  the  l:Uh  February,  di- 
recting several  articles  to  be  purchased  out  of  the  Mont- 
gomery's prizes  for  the  use  of  the  State,  which  it  was  not 
in  my  power  to  execute  for  the  following  reasons,  viz  : 
upon  an  application  of  Congress  setting  forth  that  as  seve- 
ral hundred  recruits  for  the  new  ballalions  were  daily 
coming  into  this  town  from  the  Stales  of  \'irginia  and 
Maryland,  in  order  to  reinforce  Genl.  Washington's  army, 
and  these  being  destitute  of  proper  clothing,  &c.  it  would 
be  absolutely  necessary  that  the  several  articles  captured 
by  the  Montgomery,  and  suitable  for  tliC  soldiery  should 
be  applied  here,  and  requested  my  assent,  which  I  pe- 
remptorily refused  ;  the  next  day  it  was  moved  in  Con- 
gress, that  an  order  should  issue  appointing  tour  persons 
lo  appraise  all  the  woollens  and  linens,  &c.  suitable  tor  the 
soldiery,  captured  by  the  Montgomery  armed  vessel.  Upon 
the  motions  being  read,  I  objected  lo  the  proceeding  as 
partial,  and  gave  the  following  reasons:  that  as  the  pro- 
perly was  on  condemnation  veslcd  in  the  Slate  of  New- 
York,  together  with  the  captain  and  crew  of  ihe  Montgo- 
mery, and  that  the  latter  insisted  upon  having  their  pro- 
perty disposed  of  in  the  customary  manner,  at  public  ven- 
due, and  urged  the  evil  that  might  attend  such  a  precedent. 
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especially  as  I  had  directions  from  your  Convention  to  pur- 
chase lliosc  articles,  and  lorward  llioin  to  you  lor  llie  clulh- 
ing  of  your  iroops,  as  lliey  (ihc  Congress)  well  knew 
that  the  Stale  ot  iNew-Vork,  in  its  present  cucuinslances, 
had  no  port  open  through  wlncii  ihcy  could  lulroducc  any 
supplies  ;  but  maugre  all  my  ubjcclions,  the  quesuon  was 
put  and  earned,  neniine  con.  for  the  mouon  ;  and  lour  gen- 
tlemen of  this  town  appouucd  api'raiscrs.  'i'he  members 
of  Congress  having  lelt  this  a  lew  days  afterwards  by  ad- 
journment to  Philadelphia,  the  appraisers  when  mei,  de- 
clared themselves  inadequalc  to  the  appoiinment,  being  to- 
tally unacquainled  with  the  value  ol  lliose  goods,  winch, 
together  with  the  captain  and  crew's  opposition  to  that 
mode,  produced  an  agreement  between  the  parlies,  that  all 
should  be  sold  at  auction,  exce))t  the  woollens  and  coarse 
linens  which  the  Congress  were  to  take  at  the  rate  of  a  dol- 
lar currency  for  what  cost  one  shilling  sterling  for  the  wool- 
lens, and  4^.  6(i.  per  yard  for  the  coarse  linens.  The  rest 
of  the  cargo  that  sold  at  vendue  I  compute,  upon  average, 
went  off  at  about  one  thousand  per  cent.  As  a  specimen, 
yard  wide  Irish  linen  that  cost  2s.  ad.  per  yard  sicrliiig, 
sold  for  245.  currency,  per  yard.  A  dollar  is  7.  6d.  Cor- 
dage sold  atjG14  5s.  per  cwi. 

"  I  forgot  to  mention  that  m  answer  to  my  arguments 
against  the  motion.  Congress  availed  themselves  ol  a  let- 
ter from  General  Washington,  advising  them  that  the  Con- 
vention at  Fishkill  had  there  stopped  (as  I  think)  thirty- 
six  wagons  laden  with  clothing  lor  the  army  immediately 
under  his  command.  He  says,  '  Indeed  I  cannot  blame 
them  knowing  their  distressed  situation."  However  of  this 
a  handle  was  made  to  obviate  my  objections. 

"  The  sale  of  the  schooner's  cargo  is  now  completed  In 
short,  such  was  the  cxhorbitant  prices  wiiich  these  goods 
sold  at,  that  I  was  deterred  from  niaking  a  considerable 
purchase ;  add  to  this  the  difficuliv  of  procuring  convey- 
ances, which  are  all  employed  in  transporting  the  Congress 
stores,  the  members'  baggage,  together  with  that  ol  the 
new  battalions,  on  their  march  to  l-feaU-Quarters.  1  have 
only  bought  a  few  casks  of  barley,  some  coils  of  cordage 
and  the  fourX  cut  saws,  thinking  that  they  may  be  ol  ser- 
vice with  General  Schuyler  at  Albany,  and  these  perhaps 
I  may  be  obliged  to  leave  behind  for  the  public,  lor  want 
of  conveyance. 

"The  trial  of  the  brig  laden  with  salt,  is  to  come  on 
Tuesday  the  18th  instant.  1  believe  she  will  be  acquitted 
by  the  Admiralty  court,  being  claimed  by  an  inhabitant  of 
this  town  ;  if  so,  Capt.  Rogers  intends  appealing  to  Con- 
gress, as  it  appears  by  the  register  and  papers  found  on 
board  that  she  was  owned  in  Ireland,  and  bound  to  iSew- 
York,  which  the  claimants  pretend  was  only  for  a  cover- 
ing. 

"  Capt.  Rogers  has  his  sloop  almost  ready  for  the  sea, 
and  intends  sailing  as  soon  as  the  briganunc's  trial  is  over, 
but  informs  me  that  himself  and  crew  are  entitled  lo  a 
moiety  of  all  captures.    Upon  my  asking  hiin  for  his 
articles,  he  told  me  that  his  agreement  was  verbal,  j.  c.  lo 
be  upon  the  same  fooling  wiili  armed  vessels  lilted  oul  by 
the  Congress,  which  were  oriLimaily  one-third  for  the  cap- 
tors ;  but  previous  lo  his  taking  these  two  lasi  prizes.  Con- 
gress had  extended  it  to  one-half.    .\s  this  is  contrary  to 
the  tenor  of  your  last  letter,  I  shall  cause  ihc  distribution 
of  the  prize  money  to  be  deferred  until  I  receive  your  fur- 
ther instructions  on  this  head.    Our  State  tiili  iieing  un-  | 
represented  in  Congress,  ilw.as  ihoughl  necessary  I  should  | 
remain  here  a  few  days  longer  lo  transact  some  business  i 
in  the  marine  department ;  in  that  time  I  shall  gel  the  i 
sales  of  the  prizes,  &c.  completed,  and  set  oil  lor  Phi- 1 
ladelphia;  from  thence  transmit  you  the  account.    Please  | 
to  furnish  me  with  your  directioi.s  in  the  disposal  of  die 
nett  proceeds  ;  and  permit  ine  .icam  lo  remind  yon  of  hav- 
ing our  State  represented  in  Congress  ;  it  has  sutTcred  by 
the  omission. 

"I  am,  &c. 

"  F.  LEWIS." 


The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resc^- 
hitioiis  moved  for  yesterday  and  postponed.  The  same 
being  read,  and  again  read  by  paragraphs,  and  amended, 
were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolutions  bo  published  in  the 
newspapers,  and  that  the  commissioners  for  delecting  con- 
spiracies, &.C.  at  Fishkill,  be  requested  lo  have  .Jt)0  copies 
printed  in  handbills  ;  that  they  cause  100  thereof  to  be 
distributed  and  aflixed  up  in  the  most  public  places  in  the 
counties  of  l^ulchess  and  Weslehcstcr,  and  send  the  resi- 
due to  ibis  Convention  ;  that  the  committee  of  correspon- 
dence transmit  a  copy  to  General  Washington  ;  and  that 
copies  be  sent  lo  Congress,  Genl.  McDougall  and  General 
Clinton. 

On  reading  the  letter  from  the  Honourable  Francis  Lew- 
is, dated  the  ISlh  of  March.,  relative  to  the  prizes  of  the 
sloop  of  war  .Montgomery, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  agree  to  allow  one-lialt 
of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  prizes  of  the  vessel  of  war 
Montgomery,  belonging  lo  this  State,  to  the  captors  ;  and 
that  Mr.  Lewis  be  reciuesied  to  cause  the  distribution  of 
the  prize  money  to  be  made  accordingly  :  And 

Resolued,  That  Mr.  Lewis  be  requested  to  lay  out  ilie 
other  moieiy  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  those  prizes  in  salt, 
to  be  purchased  at  Philadelphia,  and  advise  this  Conven- 
lioii  thereof  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  an  opportunitv.  and 
have  purchased  such  salt. 


DIE  MARTIS,  4  HO.  p.  m. 

April  1,  1777. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PuESE.VT— Briir.  Gent.  Abm.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Col.  Stoulenburgh,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Jay,  Major  Van  Zrimh,  I'oli . 
Loti.  Capt.  Rutsers,Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  General  Scott,  Mr.  Ecckman — 
New- York. 

Mr.  Paris,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  \Vm.  Harper,  Mr.  Veder — Tryon. 

Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Sherwood,  Mr.  Clarke— Oru/i?;. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Arlsate,  Colo.  P.  R.  Livingston,  Jlr  Cu  v- 
ler,  .Mr.  Robert  Yates— ./?/6a;ii/. 

Mr.  John  Schenk,  Mr.  Gil.  Livincrston,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  R.  R.  Living- 
ston, Mr.  Jas.  Livingston— Xl«/c/ifss. 

Major  Webster,  Colo.  Jno.  Williams— C/iar/o^c 

Major  Lawrence— Qi/ceiis. 

-Mr.  W"m.  Smith— .s'///o/fe. 

Judge  Graham,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Morris- -H  «!f- 

chc^trr. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland: 

Major  Tappen.  Mr.  Cantine,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Ren.— Ulster. 

A  letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Htincock,  President 
of  Congress,  daled  the  '.itjth  i\Iarch,  containing  resoluiions 
appointing  (ieorge  Clinton,  Esquire,  a  brigadier-general, 
was  read,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  Sir — The  enclosed  copy  of  the  proceedings  ot  Con- 
gress will  inform  you  that  your  favour  of  the  18th  instant 
was  duly  received,  and  laid  before  them.  I  have  the  plea- 
sure to  acquaint  yon,  that  Congress,  concurring  in  opinion 
with  you  as  I  <  ihe  necessity  of  appointing  a  commandan: 
for  the  fortresses  in  the  Highlands,  and  highly  approving 
of  the  gentleman  recommended  for  that  purjjose  by  your 
body,  immediately  promoted  him  to  the  rank  of  a  brigadier- 
general. 

"  The  enclosed  letter  to  him,  covering  his  commission,  I 
am  to  request  you  will  lake  the  trouble  of  delivering. 
"  I  have  the  honour  lo  be, 

"  With  the  greatest  respect,  sir, 
V  .        .  "  Yr.  mo.  obt.  servi. 

'  "JOHN  HANCOCK,  P/es!<ii. 

"  Honle.  Abm.  Tin  Broeck,  Esq." 

The  resolution  of  Congress  therein  enclosed,  dated  the 
25ih  of  March,  was  also  read  as  follows,  lo  wit : 
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"  In  Congress,  March  25th,  1777. 
I,  ^  letter  of  tlic  18th  March,  1777,  from  llie  Conven- 
tion of  New-York,  was  read,  rccommcndini;  the  propriety 
cf  a('poin''"o  ^  commandant  of  the  forts  in  the  Highlands  : 
Whi-reupon, 

"  Hesolved,  That  a  commandant  be  appointed  with  the 
rank  of  brigadier-general. 

"  The  ballots  being  taken,  George  Clinton,  Esq.  was 
elected. 

"  By  order  of  Congress. 

"JOHN  HANCOCK,  Presidents 

Convention  was  informed  that  at  least  one  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  in  Wesicliefter  county,  to  carry  into 
execution  the  resolutions  of  this  Convention,  passed  on  the 
sixth  day  of  March  last,  with  respect  to  the  effects  of  per- 
sons who  have  gone  over  to  or  joined  the  enemy,  is  much 
indisposed,  and  that  an  additional  corumissioner  is  necessa- 
ry in  that  county.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  James  Hunt,  be  and  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed a  commissioner  in  Westchester  county,  together 
wilii  those  named  in  the  said  resolution,  and  with  the  like 
powers  and  authority  as  the  other  commissioners  therein 
named  ;  and  that  any  two  of  the  said  commissioners  be 
and  are  liereby  empowered  to  act. 

Jn  pursuance  of  the  order  of  yesterday,  the  Convention 
proceeded  to  the  further  consideration  cf  the  second  para- 
graph of  the  form  of  government. 

'I'he  said  2nd  paragraph  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Jay  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the  words  "  a 
governor  and,"  and  also  the  proviso  to  that  paragrapli,  be 
obliterated. 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  then  moved,  and  was  second- 
ed by  Mr.  Piatt,  for  the  following  amendment,  makinn  tlie 
Governor,  Judges  and  Chancellor,  a  check  upon  every  bill, 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  And  whereas  laws  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  this 
Constitution,  or  with  the  public  good,  may  be  hastily  and 
unadvisedly  passed, 

"Be  it  Ordained,  That  the  Governor  for  the  time  being, 
the  Chancellor  and  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or 
any  two  of  them,  together  with  the  Governor,  shall  be,  and 
hereby  are  constitued  a  Council  to  revise  all  bills  about  to 
be  passed  into  laws  by  the  Legislature  ;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose shall  assemble  themselves  from  time  to  time,  when 
the  Legislature  shall  be  convened  ;  for  which  nevertheless 
tliey  shall  not  receive  any  salary,  or  considcrnlion,  under 
any  pretence  wliaiever;  and  that  all  bills  which  have  pass- 
ed the  Senate  and  .\sseinl)ly  shall,  before  ihev  become 
laws,  be  presented  to  the  said  Council  for  their  revis.il  and 
consideration  ;  and  if,  upon  such  revision  and  considera- 
tion, it  sliould  appear  improper  to  the  said  Council,  or  a 
majority  of  ihcni,  that  the  said  bill  should  become  a  law 
of  this  State,  that  they  return  the  same,  together  with  their 
objeclions  to  the  same  in  writing,  to  the  Senate,  who  shall 
enter  the  objections  sent  down  by  the  Council  at  large,  in 
their  minutes,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  the  said  bill.  But 
if,  after  such  reconsideration,  two-thirds  of  the  Senators 
present  shall,  notwithstanding  the  said  objections,  agree  to 
pass  the  same,  it  shall,  together  with  the  objections,  be 
sent  down  to  the  General  Assembly,  where  it  shall  also  be 
reconsidered,  and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present,  shall  be  a  law. 

"  And,  in  order  to  prevent  any  unnecessary  delays, 

"  jBc  it  further  Ordained,  That  if  any  bill  shall  not  be 
returned  by  the  Council  to  the  Senate  within  ten  days  after 
it  shall  have  been  prcseiucd  to  the  Council,  the  same  shall 
be  a  law,  unless  the  Legislature  shall  by  their  adjournment 
render  a  return  of  the  said  bill  within  ten  days  impractica- 
ble ;  in  which  case  the  bill  shall  be  returned  to  the  Senate 
on  the  first  day  of  the  meetins  of  the  Legislature  after  the 
expiration  of  the  said  ten  days." 

Debates  arose  on  this  last  proposed  amendment.  After 
*ome  time  spent  thereon,  on  motion  of  Gcnl.  Scott,  second- 
ed by  Mr.  Kobt.  R.  Livingston. 


Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  this  second 
paragraph,  and  the  said  two  last  proposed  amendments,  be 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  32nd  paragrapli  was  then  read,  and  all  the  minutes  of 
the  proceedings  of  Convention  on  the  20th  and  21st  of 
March  last,  on  the  said  :^2iid  paragraph,  were  also  read. 

Mr.  Pliil.  Livingston  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Morris  moved,  and  was  seconded,  for  the  following 
amendment  to  the  32nd  paragraph,  as  amended  on  the  21  si 
of  March  last,  viz  : 

That  between  the  words  "be"  and  "construed,"  the 
word  "so"  be  inserted  ;  that  the  words  "  to  encourage  " 
be  obliterated,  and  the  words  "as  to  excuse  acts  of,"  there 
substituted  ;  and  that  after  the  word  "  licentiousness,"  the 
remainder  of  the  paragraph  be  struck  out,  and  the  ibl- 
lowing  words  inserted,  viz  :  "  or  justify  practices  incon- 
sistent with  the  peace  or  safety  of  this  State,"  so  that  the 
whole  paragraph  may  read  thus  : 

"  Provided  that  the  liberty  of  conscience  hereby  granted, 
shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  excuse  acts  of  licentious- 
ness, or  justify  practices  inconsistent  with  the  peace  or 
safety  of  this  Slate." 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it 
was  carried  in  ihe  affirmative,  in  manner  following  : 

For  the  affirmative. 


Dutcliess,   5 

Tryon,   3 

Orange   3 

3.5 


New-York,   8 

Ulster,   4 

Charlotte,   2 

Albany,   <i 

AVestchester,    4 

Therefore  the  amendment  is  agreed  to. 

The  whole  32nd  paragraph,  as  thus  amended,  was  then 
read  and  agreed  to. 

The  361  h  paragraph,  as  in  the  first  draft,  was  then  read. 
All  the  minutes  of  tlie  Convention,  taken  on  the  21st  and 
2Gth  of  March,  were  also  read. 

The  paragraph,  as  it  remained  by  the  last  amendment 
on  the  26lli  of  March,  was  then  read  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  And  this  Convention  doth  furlher,  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain, 
determine  and  declare,  that  it  shall  be  in  the  discretion 
of  the  Legislature  to  naturalize  all  such  persons,  and  in 
such  manner  as  they  shall  think  proper  ;  provided  the 
persons  so  to  be  by  them  naturalized  shall  take  an  oath 
of  allegiance  to  this  State,  and  abjure  and  renounce  all 
allegiance  and  sul)jcction  to  all  and  every  foreign  king, 
prince,  potentate  and  state,  in  all  matters  ecclesiastical  as 
well  as  civil." 

The  same  being  read  a  second  time,  Mr.  Morris  moved, 
and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  that  the  said 
36th  paragraph  be  obliterated. 

Debates  arose  thereon. 

Mr.  Jay  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  for  the  follow- 
ing amendment,  to  wit  :  that  after  the  word  "  provided," 
insert  the  words,  "all  such  of,"  and  after  the  word  "natu- 
ralized," insert  the  following  words  :  "  as  being  born  in 
parts  beyond  sea,  and  out  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, shall  come  to  settle  in  and  become  subjects  of  this 
State." 

Debates  arose  thereon  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, and  tlie  qiiesticn  being  put  by  ayes  and  noes,  the  said 
amendment  was  agreed  to  w^itiiout  a  negative. 

The  said  paragraph  was  then  read  with  the  said  amend- 
ment, in  tlie  words  followiiiff,  viz  : 

"  And  ihis  Convention  doUi  furlher,  in  ihe  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  de- 
termine and' declare,  that  it  shall  be  in  the  discretion  of  the 
Legislature  to  naturalize  all  such  persons  and  in  such  man- 
ner as  they  shall  think  proper  ;  provided  all  such  of  the 
persons  so  lo  be  by  them  naiiiralized,  as  being  born  in  parts 
beyond  sea,  and  out  of  the  Ifnitcd  States  of  America,  shall 
come  to  settle  in  and  become  subjects  of  this  State,  shall 
take  an  oalh  of  allegiance  to  this  Slate,  and  abjure  and  re- 
nounce all  allegiance  and  subjection  to  all  and  every  foreign 
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king,  prince,  polonlatc  and  state,  in  all  matters  ecclesiasti- 
cal as  well  as  civil." 

The  consideration  of  Mr.  Morris's  motion  for  the  oblite- 
ration of  the  said  061I1  paragraph,  was  then  resumed. 

Debates  arose  thereon. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  qiicsiion  was  put 
ihereon,  and  carried  in  the  negative,  in  manner  following, 
to  wit  : 

For  the  negative.  For  the  affirmatire. 

New-York,    S       Albany,   6 

Mr.  Dunscomb  disscutin;.  Mr.  .\d!:ale  dissenting. 

Ulster,   4       ■Wcstcliisler,   4 

Orange,  3  iMr.  Mills  dissenting. 

Tryon,   3       Dutchess   0 

Charlotte,   2         Jlr.  Gilbert  Livingston  and 

—  Mr.  I'latt  dissenting. 

20  — 
15 

The  said  36th  paragraph  was  then  read  for  approbation, 
and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  was  earned  in  the  af- 
firmative, in  manner  following,  viz  : 

For  the  36th  5  as  amended.  jlgainst  the  36lh  t>  as  amended 

New-York,  8  Dutchess,   5 

Mr.  Uunscomb  dissenting.  Mr.  Piatt  and  Gil  Living- 
Ulster,                                  4  ston  dissenting. 

Orange,  3  Albany,   6 

Colo.  Sherwood  dissenting.  Mr.  Adgate  dissenting. 

Tryon,  3  Westchester,   4 

Charlotte,   2         Mr.  Mills  dissenting. 

20  15 

Thereupon  the  said  36th  paragraph  was  agreed  to. 

Philip  Livingston,  Esquire,  gave  notice  that  on  Tluus- 
day  ne.\t  he  will  move  the  Convention  to  reconsider  the  said 
36lh  paragraph. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

April  2nd,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigr.  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 
Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  ."iinscomb,  Mr.  Harper,  Capt.  Rutgers,  Colo.  Lott, 
Colo-  Stoutenburgh,  .Major  Van  Zandt— A'£a--l'or/c. 
Maj.  Lawrence — Queens. 

Maj.  Tappen,  Colo,  Dc  Witt,  Mr.  Continc,  Mr.  Rca—Vlster. 
Genl. Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Adgate,  Col.  Livingston,  Mr.  Cuyler — Mbany. 
Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Clarke,  Colo.  Sherwood — Oranse. 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 

Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Mills,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt—ircsicAes(cr. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Trcdwell— Su/o/fc. 

Mr.  Jas.  Livingston,  .Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Capt.  Piatt,  Capt.  Jno. 
Schenk — Dutchess. 

Maj.  Webster,  Colo.  Williams— C/iarZci((c. 
Mr.  Stevens— Cumberland. 

A  letter  from  General  McDougall,  dated  at  Peckskill, 
the  22d  of  March,  was  read  and  commiiicd  to  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  defence  of 
Westchester  and  Orancre  counties. 

Mr.  Piatt  informed  Convention  llmt  Cnlo.  Anthony  IIolT- 
man,  by  reason  of  his  want  of  health,  and  ot  his  iicmg  one 
of  the  loan  oflicers  of  Dutchess  counly,  and  that  Mr. 
Ephraim  Paine,  for  other  reasons  by  him  assigned,  have 
each  declined  to  act  as  commissioners,  mentioned  in  the 
resolutions  of  this  Convention,  passed  on  il'.e  sixth  day  of 
March  last,  for  taking  into  their  custody  and  disposmg  of 
the  effects  of  persons  gone  over  to  ihe  enemy  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Isaac  yiieldon  and  Henry  Livingston, 
Junr.  Esquires,  be,  and  hereby  are,  appointed  commission- 
ers in  the  county  of  Dutchess,  for  carrym:!  the  said  reso- 
lutions into  execution,  with  all  the  powers  and  aulliorily, 
and  under  the  like  regulations  as  ihc  oilier  cotnmissioners 
of  the  counties  therein  named. 

Resolved,  That  John  Rowan,  Aaron  Fuller  and  John 
Moorhouse,  Esquires,  be,  and  hereby  are,  appoinled  com- 
missioners to  lake  into  their  custody,  the  cflccls  of  such 
persons  in  Charlotte  county  as  are  gone  over  to  the  enemy; 
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and  that  the  said  commissioners  be  vested  with  the  like 
powers  and  auihoriiy,  and  under  the  like  regulalions  as  the 
commissioners  appointed  in  other  counties  in  tins  .Slate  by 
the  resolutions  oi  lliis  Convention,  made  and  passed  on  the 
6lh  and  21st  days  of  March  last. 

Judge  Graham,  Irom  the  commillee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Thomas  PcUit  as  to  his  wa^cs,  re- 
ported ihat  they  have  taken  the  same  into  consideration, 
and  are  of  opinion  that  the  said  Thomas  Pettit  should  have 
for  his  services  as  doorkeeper,  ihe  sum  of  ten  slniiings 
per  day,  allowed  him  from  tlie  first  day  of  February  last. 

Thereupon,  j\Ir.  James  Livingston  moved,  and  was  se- 
conded by  Capt.  Rutgers,  that  the  word  "  ten"  be  oblite- 
rated, and  the  word  "twelve"  there  inserted;  the  question 
being  put  thereon,  it  was  agreed  to.  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  f  cilit  be  allowed  for  his  servi- 
ces as  doorkeeper,  the  sum  of  twelve  shillings  per  day 
from  the  first  day  of  February  last. 

Judge  Graham,  from  the  commiitee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  {leliiion  of  Leonard  ISrniih,  Junr.  reported  tiiat 
they  have  taken  the  same  into  consideration,  and  are  of 
opinion  that  from  the  nature  of  the  service  in  which  the  pe- 
titioner's vessel  was  employed,  and  from  the  certificate  of 
Wm.  Dobbs  attending,  the  same  vessel  of  the  petitioner 
was  employed  in  ihe  Continental  service  as  is  therein  certi- 
fied ;  that  therefore  ^Ir.  Leonard  Smith,  Junr.  be  advised 
to  apply  to  the  Quarter-Master-Gencral  of  the  Continental 
army  or  to  some  of  his  assistants. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  agrees  with  their  com- 
mittee in  their  said  report. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Honourable  the  Congress  was 
read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 
"Gent. — While  the  difficulties  with  which  we  contended 
were  such  as  any  efforts  of  ours  could  remove,  we  forebore 
to  call  your  attention  from  the  weighty  concerns  of  Ame- 
rica, to  the  distresses  of  a  single  iSiaie  ;  yet,  when  in  the 
common  cause,  and  not  by  our  own  carelessness  or  negli- 
gence we  are  borne  down  by  misfortunes,  we  are,  in  some 
measure  entitled  to  that  care  which  you  are  ready  to  extend 
to  every  part  of  the  Continent  vou  represent. 

"  When  our  trade  was  first  inlcrriipled,  almost  every 
article  in  this  Stale,  necessary  for  the  troops,  was  pur- 
chased up  on  account  of  the  Continent,  owing  to  the  vici- 
nity of  the  army  and  the  cheaper  rate  at  which  goods  were 
botigiil  in  this  State  than  in  any  oilier.  Though  by  this  a 
most  distressing  scarcity  was  occasioned,  yet  we  bore  up 
against  it,  by  encouraging  the  importation  of  commodities 
from  other  States,  and  submitted,  without  repining,  to  the 
extravagant  imposition  to  which  this  subjected  us.  The 
article  of  salt  could  not  then  be  procured  from  abroad,  and 
little  remained  to  the  inhabitants  of  tliis  State,  after  the 
demands  of  the  army  were  satisfied.  By  a  prudent  and 
equal  distribution  of  what  was  left,  we  endeavoured  to 
lengthen  out  our  store  ;  but  of  this  resource  we  are  at  last 
deprived  ;  the  scarcity  of  salt  has  arisen  to  a  most  alarm- 
ing height ;  a  great  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
•State  being  without  any,  and  the  most  provident  having 
but  little  more  than  will  supply  iheir  present  necessities. 
Excluded  Irom  the  sea,  our  expectaiions,  either  from  trade 
or  the  works  tliat  we  erected  at  great  expense,  are  entirely 
frustrated  ;  and  we  are  sorry  to  add,  that  the  little  com- 
merce we  carried  on  through  some  neighbouring  ports  is 
cut  off  by  tlie  operation  of  laws,  against  which  we  are  too 
much  interested  to  be  competent  judges  either  of  their  po- 
licy or  justice.  In  this  situation,  gentlemen,  to  whom  can 
we  apply  but  to  the  great  Council  of  America?  who,  if 
we  arc  rightly  informed,  have  the  means,  as  we  are  per- 
suaded that  they  have  the  inclination,  to  relieve  us. 

"  We  flatter  ourselves,  therefore,  that  you  will  order 
so  much  salt  to  be  delivered  to  our  Delegates  as  can  be 
spared  from  your  stores,  without  injuring  the  public,  at 
such  price  as  you  may  deem  reasonable. 

We  do  not  mention  the  distress  occasioned  by  a  total 
want  of  this  necessary  article,  or  the  injury  that  the  pub- 
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lie  cause  sustains  by  the  clamours  of  the  importunate, 
gince  we  conceive  it  unnecessary  to  enforce  by  arguments 
(  request  which  nothing  but  its  being  inconsistent  with  the 
general  welfare  can  induce  you  to  refuse,  in  which  case, 
we  shall  patiently  acquiesce  in  such  refusal. 

"  We  are,  &c." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  ihereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Wednesday  Afternoon,  April  2d,  1T77. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigr.  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Genl.  Scotl,  Colo.  Lott,  Capt.  Rutgers,  Colo. 
Stoutenbiu-oh,  IMaj.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  jJunscomb, 
Mr.  Roosevelt — New-York. 

Major  Lawrence — Queent. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  >rr.  Nevvkcrk — Tryon. 
Maj.  Tappen,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Rea,  Mr.  Contine,  Maj.  Parks— 
VUUr. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Colo.  Livingston,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr. 
Robt.  Yates— -^/6anl/. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Sherwood,  Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Clarke— 
Orange. 

Mr.  Webster,  Colo.  Williams— CAar/o/;c. 

Mr.  Morris,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Tomkins,  Colo.  Van 
Cortlandl — Westchester. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell— Sw/o/fc. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingslon,  Mr.  Jris.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston, 
Capt.  Piatt,  Capt.  John  Schenk,  Colo.  Humphrey — Dutchess. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  a  permanent  de- 
fence for  the  southern  parts  of  this  Slate,  delivered  in  tlieir 
report,  which  was  read  and  postponed  till  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

Cornelius  Johnson,  Junr.  one  of  the  coroners  of  the 
Stale  of  New- York,  for  the  county  of  Ulster,  returned  to 
Convention  an  inquest,  taken  bv  and  before  him,  upon  the 
view  of  the  body  of  Benj^nnin  j.  Low,  then  and  there  ly- 
ing dead,  by  the  oaths  and  under  the  seals  of  Nicholas 
\  andline  and  twelve  other  good  and  lawful  men  of  the 
county  of  Ulster;  whereby  it  is  found  that  the  said  Ben- 
jamin J.  Low  came  to  his  death  by  ihe  casual  discharge  of 
a  gun  of  Coenraedt  Elmendorph,  loaded  with  shot,  and 
then  in  the  hands  of  Coenraedt  Edmondus  Elmendorph,  an 
infant ;  and  it  is  thereby  found  lliat  tlie  said  gun  is  of  the 
value  of  forty  shillings.  The  said  coroner  requested  the 
further  direction  of  the  Convention  in  the  premises. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  coroner  of  Ulster  county  take  a 
bond  of  some  reputable  inhabitant  of  Ulster  county,  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  .State,  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds, 
conditioned  for  the  appearance  of  the  said  Coenraedt  Ed- 
mondus Elmendorph  at  the  next  court  of  oyer  and  termi- 
ner and  general  jail  delivery  to  be  held  in  and  for  the 
county  of  Ulster,  and  that  he  shall  not  depart  thence  with- 
out leave  of  the  said  court. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  form 
of  government. 

The  second  paragraph  as  it  stands  amended  in  the  origi- 
nal draft,  was  read. 

The  minutes  of  Convention  of  yesterday  evening,  con- 
taining the  amendment  moved  for  by  Mr.  Jay,  and  the 
amendment  moved  for  by  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  were  re- 
spectively read. 

Debates  arose  on  the  second  proposed  amendment. 
After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  said  second  proposed 
amendment  was  again  read,  and  the  question  being  put 
thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  m  manner  fol- 
lowing, viz  : 

For  the  amendment.  For  the  ne<:alive. 

Dutchess,   5       Ulster  ;    4 

^">*ny,   6         Major  Tappen  dissenting. 

New-York,  8 

^Vestch  ester,   4 

Orange,  3 

Charlotte,   2 

Tryon,   3=31 


The  question  being  then  put  on  Mr.  Jay's  proposed 
amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  afiirmative  unam- 
mously. 

Colo.  De  Witt  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  .Mr.  Jay, 
that  the  Governor,  Judges  and  Cliancellor  shall  not  be  en- 
titled to  any  salary  or  pay  for  the  business  assigned  them 
as  a  Council  by  this  constitution. 

Mr.  Livingston's  proposed  amendment  was  then  amend- 
ed according  to  Colo.  De  Will's  proposed  amendment,  and 
again  read  and  agreed  to. 


THURSDAY  MORNING, 

April  3d,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigr.  General  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Mr.  Harper,  Genl.  Scott,  .Mr.  Huns- 
comb,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Colo.  Stoutenburgh,  Colo.  Lott,  ,Mr.  licek- 
man,  Mr.  Koosevelt,  Capt.  Rulgers — New-York. 

Mr.  Jas.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Capt.  John  .Scliunk, 
Colo.  Humphrey,  Capt.  Plait,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — Dutchess,. 

Colo.  Williams,  Major  Webster — Charlotte. 

Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Adgate,  Colo.  Livingston— -i/- 
bany. 

Mr.  Smilh,  Mr.  TieiweaSujJolk. 

Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Mills,  .Mr.  Tomkins,  Colo.  Van  Corllandt — 
Westchester. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore— Tryo/i. 

Maj.  Tappen,  Maj.  Parks,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Rea,  Mr.  C'ontinc— 
Ulster. 

Mr.  Joseph  Smith,  Colo.  Sherwood,  Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr. 
Wisner — Orange. 

Mr.  Slevens  ~Cu7nbcrland. 

A  letter  from  Michael  Jackson,  chairman  pro  tempore, 
dated  Goshen,  April  1st,  enclosing  an  affidavit  of  John 
Moore,  relative  to  a  certain  plot  or  conspiracy  intended,  un- 
der the  command  of  Joseph  Barton,  was  read,  as  follows, 
viz  : 

"  Gentlemen — This  day  being  the  anniversary  for 
choosing  town  officers,  a  very  considerable  iiumber  of 
members,  both  of  county  and  precinct  committee,  were 
assembled  at  the  house  of  Colo.  IVicoli's,  at  Goshen,  wlien 
we  had  presented  to  us  the  enclosed  deposition,  which  we 
thought  proper  to  transmit  to  you.  We  have  duly  inquired 
into  the  character  of  ihe  deponent,  and  think  him  a  person 
worthy  of  credit ;  and  as  we  look  upon  ourselves  as  mate- 
rially concerned,  we  beg  your  further  advice  on  the  pro- 
priety of  sending  out  one-lhird  part  of  our  militia,  a.s  agreed 
upon  by  a  meciinsj  of  General  Clinton  and  the  field  oJficers 
of  the  counties  of  Ulster  and  Orange,  pursuant  to  a  resolve 
of  your  Honourable  Bodv. 

(Signed,)  "MICHAEL  JACKSON, 

Chairman  pro  tempore." 

The  said  affidavit  enclosed  in  the  foregoing  letter,  was 
then  read,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"The  evidence  of  John  Moore,  taken  before  the  com- 
mittee of  the  precinct  of  Marmacaiing,  this  31st  day  of 
March,  1 777  : 

"  '  That  on  '^Vednesday  last,  at  Major  Decker's,  Samuel 
Haring  came  to  him  to  persuade  him  to  join  in  a  certain 
plot  that  they  intended  to  put  in  execution  ne.xt  Wednes- 
day against  the  whiss  ;  upon  which  Moore  replied  that  he 
did  not  choose  to  act  against  them,  for  he  lived  niiiongst 
them  and  thev  used  him  well.  And  Moore  asked  him  how 
they  intended  to  proceed?  Upon  which  Haring  replied, 
that  Joseph  Barton  was  to  meet  them  wiih  3,0U0  men  at 
Susse.v  court  house,  and  the  design  is,  that  the  men  of  war 
were  to  sail  up  the  North  river,  upon  which  they  expected 
that  the  militia  would  be  called  to  guard  along  the  North 
river,  and  that  tliey  were  to  divide  themselves  into  two 
parlies,  the  one  to  come  alon?  this  way,  and  the  other  some 
other  way,  and  they  expected  a  party  from  the  norilnvard 
across  the  lakes,  lo  be  joined  by  the  Indians,  and  so  all  at 
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once  fall  upon  llie  country  and  cut  oflf  and  destroy  wliat 
they  can.  And  further  the  deponent  sailh.  tliat  Hannf^  told 
him  that  there  were  recruiting  otiicers  out  raising  all  the 
men  they  could,  and  for  encouragement,  every  man  tliat 
joins  is  to  have  100  acres  of  land  ;  and  that  he,  the  said 
Haring,  was  to  have  the  commund  of  a  captain  ;  and  that 
he  had  raised  23  men,  Bri;\ni  Mammon  had  39  men,  and 
Francis  McGee  had  32  men  ;  .McUec's  men  all  sworn. 
Said  Haring  likewise  said,  tliat  his  brother-in-law.  Jacobus 
Brink,  was  one  of  his  principal  men,  and  James  .McCor- 
mick  was  one  of  his  sergcaiws ;  that  they  were  all  to  go 
over  the  mountain  to  iSussex  court  house  to  join  Joseph 
Barton.  Said  Haring  likewise  told  Moore  that  if  he  did 
not  join  them  they  would  certainly  shoot  him. 

"  '  Attested  before  me, 

"  '  BENJAMIN  DEPUY,  Chairvian.'" 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  (ioshen  precinct,  together  with  a  copy 
of  the  deposition  of  John  ^loore,  be  sent  to  Brigr.  (Jeril. 
George  Clinton,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  cause  the  per- 
sons therein  named  to  be  immediaiclv  appreliended. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration 
of  ways  and  means  for  filling  up  the  Continental  resiiments 
raising  in  this  Stale,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read  ;  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and  then  read  by 
paragraphs.  On  reading  the  first  parasrapli,  iMr.  Canlinc 
moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  ilie  words  '•  for  three  years, 
or  during  the  war,''  be  inserted  after  the  word  "  enlist"  in 
the  first  part  of  the  paragraph  ;  the  same  was  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tredwell  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the 
words  "from  all  militia  duty  of  what  kind  soever,  and"  be 
obliterated. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  following,  to  wit: 

For  the  affinnative.  For  the  7tegaiive. 

Charlotte,   2  Albany  

Ulster,   4  Orange  divided. 

New- York,   S 

Dutchess,   5 

Westchester,   4 

23 

Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  words  be  obliterated. 

After  much  time  spent  therein,  and  several  of  the  reso- 
lutions thereof  amended  and  agreed  to,  llie  3rd  resolution 
was  recommitted,  and  ihe  further  consideration  thereof  post- 
poned till  the  afternoon. 

Thursday,  4  o'clock  P.  M.  April  3,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pbesent — Brigr.  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  r.Iajor  Van  Z.indl,  Major  Stoulenbur!:.  Mr  Pliil.  Liv- 
ingston, Mr.  John  Jay,  Mr.  Eeelman,  Colo.  I.oll,  .Mr.  icoti,  Mr.  Har- 
per, Mr.  Dunscomb — New-York. 

Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Major  AVcbster — Charlotte. 

Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Rea,  Major  Parks,  Mr.  Canlinc,  Col.UcWitt— 
Ulster. 

Colo.  P.  R.  Livinsston,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Adqate, 
Mr.  Robt.  Vates — 'llbany. 

Colo.  Humphrey,  Mr.  Piatt.  Mr.  C.'il  Llvinc^t'in.  .Mr.  Jas  Livinirslnn, 
Mr.  Jno.  Schenk,  Mr.  R.  R  Livingston— i)i//cAr.!s. 

Colo.  Allison,  CoL  Sherman,  .Mr.  Jos.  bmilh,  Mr.  Clarke,  IMr.  Wis- 
ner — Orange. 

Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  W.  Smith— Si//o/fr. 

Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Mills,  Ju.I-e  Graham,  Colo.  Drake— Il  cji- 
chester. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  W.  Harper,  Mr.  N'cwkcrk— rryon. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

A  letter  from  Colo.  P.  Gan.'^evoort,  dated  at  .•Mbany  on 
the  31st  of  March,  and  assigning  the  dispersion  of  Ids  olli- 
cers  on  the  recruiting  service,  as  the  cause  ol  ins  being  un- 
able to  make  returns  of  his  regiment,  but  lliat  he  iiopes  to 
be  enabled  to  make  return  soon. 


Ordered,  That  it  be  put  on  the  military  file. 

A  certified  copy  of  the  deposition  of  Henrv  G.  Living- 
ston, taken  on  the  15lh  of  February  last,  before  the  com- 
mittee for  detecting  conspiracies  at  Fishkill,  and  transmit- 
ted to  Convention  by  the  present  commissioners,  was 
received  and  read. 

An  extract  of  the  minutes  of  the  late  conmiiiiec  for  de- 
tecting conspiracies,  6cc.  containing  the  examiiiaiion  of 
Henry  G.  Livingston,  was  also  read,  and  filed. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  fiinlier  consider.iiion  i.f  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  means  of  filling  up  the  Con- 
tinental regiments. 

The  committee  reported  a  resolution  in  the  stead  of  the 
third  resolution,  which  was  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to. 

The  fourth  resolution  was  again  read,  and  agreed  to. 

The  fifth  resolution  was  then  again  read,  amended,  and 
agreed  to. 

The  sixth  resolution  was  then  read  ;  the  same  being  a  jam 
read,  debates  arose  thereon  ;  after  much  time  spent  therein, 
and  the  question  proposed  to  be  put  thereon,  Mr.  Jay  mov- 
ed, and  was  seconded  by  Colo.  Allison,  for  the  previous 
question,  whether  the  question  on  the  paragraph  shall  now 
be  put. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Jay's  motion  being  put,  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative  by  a  great  majority. 

The  said  report,  as  amended  and  agreed  to,  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz  : 

"  Whereas  it  is  the  duly  of  every  State  to  contribute 
as  far  as  leis  in  their  power,  to  complete  their  respective 
regiments,  as  well  in  order  to  relieve  the  militia  from  fre- 
quent and  buithensome  dratts,  as  (with  the  favor  of  Heaven) 
to  ensure  success  to  the  great  and  glorious  cause  in  wiiich 
we  are  engaged  :  Therefore, 

"1st.  Resolved,  That  any  person  within  this  Slate,  who 
shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next,  procure  at  his 
own  expense,  an  able  bodied  man  to  enlist  for  three  years, 
or  during  the  war,  in  either  of  the  five  Coniincmal  regi- 
ments raising  under  the  direction  of  this  Convciilioii  wiiiim 
this  State,  and  now  commanded  by  the  Colonels  V  an  Schaick, 
Van  Cortlandt,  Gansevourt,  Dubois  and  Henry  B.  Living- 
ston, and  shall  deliver  such  soldier  to  any  commissioned 
officer  of  either  of  the  said  regiments,  he  shall,  on  produc- 
ing a  certificate  of  such  delivery,  signed  by  the  said  officer, 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  of  militia  to 
which  the  person  so  procuring  such  soldier  shall  belong, 
be  exempted  from  all  drafts  from  the  militia  for  the  term  of 
time  for  which  the  person  so  enlisted  shall  engage. 

"2d.  Resolved,  That  every  soldier  so  enlisted  and  de- 
livered, exclusive  of  what  he  shall  receive  from  ihe  person 
by  whom  he  was  engaged,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same 
bounty  and  other  privileges  as  are  allowed  to  soldiers  in 
the  Continental  army. 

"3d.  Resolved,  Tliat  every  certificate  of  the  delivery  of 
any  soldier  shall  contain  the  name  of  the  person  delivered, 
together  with  the  lime  of  the  delivery,  and  shall  be  signed 
by  the  officer  to  whom  the  same  shall  have  been  delivered 
in  the  presence  of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  a  chairman  of 
the  coiuiiy  or  district  committee,  by  whom  the  usual  oath 
shall  be  administered  to  such  soldier;  which  justice  or 
chairman  shall  countersign  the  said  certificate,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  two  credible  witnesses  ;  and  in  case  he  bhall 
suspect  any  fraud  or  collusion  between  such  officer  and  the 
person  demanding  a  cerlificaie,  he  is  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  examine  the  said  person  and  the  otficer,  or 
ciiher  of  them,  upon  oath  touching  the  said  fraud  or  collu- 
sion, and  if  they  shall  appear  to  have  been  guilty  thereof, 
he  rnay  and  is  hereby  directed  to  commit  the  criminal  to 
prison,  in  order  to  his  being  tried  for  such  iVaiid  or  collu- 
sion ;  and  in  case  the  said  persons,  or  ciiher  of  them,  shall 
be  found  guilly  thereof,  he  or  they  shall  ije  punished  by 
fine  and  im[irisonment,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  by 
whom  the  offi-ncc  shall  be  Iried. 

'  "4th,  Resolved,  'I'hat  all  such  certificates  as  are  above 
mentioned  shall  be  filed  with  the  commanding  officer  of 
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the  rciment,  to  wliicli  tlie  person  producing  the  same  shall  | 
bcloM  °  before  he  can  derive  any  benefit  ilieroby.  j 

"sTh.  Hcsolved,  'riiiii  any  person  cuiinlcrfcunig  or  fraii- 1 
duleniiy  procuring  such  cen ilicale,  without  having  actually  j 
prociued  and  delivered  a  soldier  in  nuinner  aforesaid  ;  and' 
every  officer  signing  such  iraudulenl  ccrlificate  shall,  on 
conviction,  be  subject  lo  the  pains  and  penalties  heretofore 
by  law  inflicted  on  persons  found  uniiiy  of  forgery." 

Resolved,  That  a  conuiiitiee  be  appointed  to  consider 
and  report  proper  resuluiioiis  for  pulling  persons  now  ex- 
empt from  uiihiia  dulies  on  a  more  equal  looting  with  such 
of  the  inhabilanis  of  ihis  Stale  as  are  liable  to  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jav,  Mr.  James  Livingston  and 
Mr.  R.  11.  Livingston,  be  ilie  commiiiee. 

A  letter  from  the  conimiticc  of  Albany,  of  the  2nd  in- 
stant, informing  that  they  have  apprehended  Major  £d- 
mondston,  pursuant  to  order  of  Conveniion,  and  that  they 
have  sent  hini  down  to  ihi.s  place  ;  also  on  the  subject  of 
boards  monopolized  by  designing  men,  and  wliich  are 
wanted  by  Mr.  Hughes,  assisianl  quarler-master-gcnerul, 
was  read. 

'J'lie  Convention  proceeded  to  lake  the  said  letter  into 
consideralion,  and  thereupon  resolved. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  Convention 
by  the  conimitiee  of  the  city  and  counly  of  Albany,  that 
divers  evil  minded  and  disaffected  persons  in  ihe  said 
counly  have  monopolized  and  engrossed  large  quantities  of 
boards  ;  and  having  thereby  occasioned  an  artificial  scar- 
city of  that  article,  refuse  lo  sell  llie  same,  unless  for  ex- 
orbitant prices  :  And  wiicreas  a  considerable  quantity  of 
boards  are  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  army  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commillce,  or  iheir  sub-com- 
millcc,  be  and  they  are  hereby  auiliorized  and  required  lo 
take  from  the  said  monopolizers  and  deliver  to  the  quarler- 
masier-gcneral,  or  his  deputy,  such  of  ihe  said  boards  so 
engrossed  as  may  be  required  for  ihe  use  of  the  army,  pay- 
ing the  proprietor  the  current  market  price  for  the  same. 


FRIDAY  MORNING, 

April  4,  1777. 
The  Conveniion  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pkese.nt — Erigr.  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  PraiJait. 

Colo-  I.olt,  Mr.  P.  Livingston,  Colo.  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr 
Dunscorab,  .Sir.  Kooscvell — A'ew-Yurk. 
Maj.  Lawrence — Queens. 

Mr.  Coriline,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Rea,  Major  Parks— Ulster. 
Mr.  Clnrke,  Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Joseph  Smith,  Mr.  Wisner,  Colo. 
Sherwood — Orange. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  .Mr.  Adgate,  Colo.  Livingston,  Mr.  Cuyler— 
bany. 

Judge  Graham,  Colo  Drake,  Mr.  Mills,  Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Major 
Lockwood  —  Westchester. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Ncwkcrk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Silevens  — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Trcdwcll.  Mr.  Miller— Sw/oZA:. 

Capt.  Platl,  Colo.  Humphrey,  Capl.  Schenk,  Mr.  Gil.  Livingston— 
Dutchess. 

Major  Webster,  Colo.  ^Villiams— C/iur/o(/e. 
The  House  being  inlormcd  that  many  of  the  militia  who 
have  been  called  into  service  hcreiofure,  remain  unpaid, 
through  neglect  of  a  proper  application  of  their  officers. 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  'J'lial  Comfort  Snnds,  Esqr.  be  and  is  licreby 
appointed  paymaster  for  the  purpose  ot  paying  off  ihe  pay 
rolls,  &c.  of  such  of  the  miluia  of  the  counties  of  Dutch- 
ess, Ulster,  Westchester  and  Orange,  as  have  been  hereto- 
fore called  and  em[)loyed  in  actual  service  of  this  Slate  ; 
llial  the  said  Comfort  Sands  be  anihorizcd  to  pay  off  all 
fitich  of  the  said  pay  rolls,  and  other  accounts  of  the  said 
militia,  as  lo  him  shall  appear  jiisl  and  reasonable  ;  and  for 
this  purpose,  that  he  do  immedialcly  advertise  the  miliiia 
ofiiccrs  of  the  lime  and  place  ihai  he  will  attend  to  exe- 
cute this  order  in  ilie  said  counties  respectively.  And 


Ordered,  That  tlie  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  advance  to 
the  said  Comfort  Sands  a  sum  not  exceeding  .ClO,UUO  for 
the  above  purpose,  and  lake  his  receipt. 

'J'he  l^residenl  informed  ihe  House  that  his  presence  is 
necessarily  required  at  home,  and  therefore  requests  leave 
of  absence,  and  that  he  will  return  as  soon  as  possible. 

Leave  is  given  accordingly. 

Peter  Van  Schaick,  Esquire,  attending,  pursuant  to  an 
order  of  the  Commiiiee  of  Safely,  the  House  came  to  liie 
following  delcrminalion. 

Whereas  many  important  affairs,  highly  iiitercf tine;  to 
the  public,  so  engross  the  attention  of  this  Hou.m-,  .is~nol 
to  admit  ot  ihcir  proceeding  to  a  consideration  ot  liie  me- 
morial of  Peter  Van  Schaick,  Esq. : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Peter  Van  Schaick  return  to  his 
usual  place  of  abode,  on  his  parol,  to  remain  there  iiil  ihe 
further  order  of  this  House,  or  future  executive  power  of 
this  Slate  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  neither  directly  or  indi- 
rectly to  do  or  say  any  liiing  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Ame- 
rican cause. 


Friday  Afternoon,  April  4,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigr.  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Jay,  Major  Von  Zandt,  Colo.  Stoutcnburgli,  Mr.  Bcelainn,  Mr. 
Harper,  Air.  P.  Livingston,  Colo.  Lott,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Genl.  Scoti— 
New-Vorli. 

Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Major  Parks,  Mr.  Cantine,  Major  Tappen,  Col.  De  Witt,  ^Mr.  Rea— 
Ulster. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Adgate,  Colo.  Livingston— 
JIbany. 

Judge  Graham,  Colo.  Drake,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Mills—  H'est- 
chesler. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  flicore — Tryon. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Mr.  Clarke,  Colo.  Sherwood,  Colo.  Alii 
son — Orange. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell— Su/o/fc. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jas.  Livingston,  Capt.  Piatt,  Colo.  Hum- 
phrey, Capt.  Jno.  Schenk,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston — Dutchess. 
Major  Webster,  Colo.  AVilliams — Charlotte. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

A  letter  from  Philip  Swartwout,  chairman  of  the  com- 
miiiee of  Lienpark,  dated  April  3rd,  enclosing  a  IcUer  from 
Nichs.  Concklin,  Razalel  Tyler,  Bazalel  Tyler,  .Iiinr.  and 
John  Lasslv,  daicd  at  Casheghton,  March  28th,  relative  to 
a  number  of  disaffected  persons  tlicre,  as  also  the  evidence 
of  Thomas  Reeves  relative  thereto,  were  respectively  read 
and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
until  lo-inorrow  morning. 

Mr.  Jay,  from  the  committee  appointed  last  evening  to 
consider  and  report  proper  resolutions  lor  pulling  persons 
now  exempt  from  militia  duly,  on  a  more  equal  looting, 
&c.  delivered  the  report  of  the  said  committee,  which  he 
read  in  his  place.  The  same  was  again  read  and  taken 
into  consideration. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  a  motion  was  made,  and 
seconded,  for  allowing  a  bounty  lo  the  militia,  now  to  be 
drafted,  to  ser.e  under  General  George  Clinton. 

Debates  arose  thereon. 

The  question  was  then  put  whether  the  Convention  will 
now  give  any  bounty  lo  any  men  of  the  militia  for  any 
time. 

The  same  was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  manner  foUow- 
mn,  viz  : 


For  ihe  affirmative. 

Grange,   3 

Ulster   4 

Wcstcliester,   i 

Judge  Graham  dissenting. 

11 


For  the  negative. 

Dutchess,   5 

Mr.  Jas.  Livingston  and 
Col.  Humphrey,  dis- 
senting. 

New-York,   8 

Albany,   6 

Charlotte,   2 

21 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jay,  Colo.  Dc  Witt  and  Mr.  R.  R. 
Livingston,  acmiainl  llic  tiekl  otiicers  of  Kinsstuii  of  tlio 
deterinination  of  Convcniion,  wall  tlicir  reasons  for  tiie 
same. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  ilic  resolutions  for  piiiiiiiif 
persons  now  exempt  from  iinliiia  duty,  on  a  more  equal 
footing,  &.C.  be  recommiiiod. 

Mr.  Jay  moved,  and  was  seconded,  for  a  resolution,  in 
the  words  following,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That'it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  President,  or 
Vice-President  for  ihe  time  being,  to  cause  the  resolution 
heretofore  made  against  members  abseniing  themselves 
without  leave  of  this  House,  to  be  executed,  by  sending 
expresses  to  them  at  their  own  cx[)ense. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it 
was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  manner  following,  viz  : 

For  the  negative. 

Albany,    6 

Ulster,   4 

Orange,   3 

Dutciiess,   5 

18 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wisner,  seconded  by  Jlr.  Schenk, 
Ordered,  That  every  member  absent  without  leave  of 
this  Convention,  who  has  departed  within  three  weeks,  be 
sent  for  by  express,  at  his  own  expense,  agreeable  to  a 
former  resolution  for  that  purpose. 

Colo.  Humphrey  has  leave  of  absence  to  go  home  to 
discharge  the  pay  due  to  his  late  regiment,  who  were 
out  in  the  general  Continental  service  in  Westchester 
county. 


For  the  affirmative. 

New- York,    8 

Westrhester,   4 

Charlotte,   2 

14 


SATURDAY  MORNING, 

Ajnil  5th,  1777, 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present  — Brigr.  General  Ten  Broeck,  Prcsi'Icnt. 

Mr.  Philip  Livingston,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Dnnscomb,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr. 
Roosevelt,  Colonel  Stoutenburg,  Mr.  Eeekman,  Major  Van  Zaadt — 
New-York- 

Major  Laureiice — Queens. 

Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Rea,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Cantine,  Major  Parks— 
Ulster. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  IVIr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Adeslc—JIbany. 
Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Josepli  Smith,  Colo.  Sherwood,  Colo.  Allison — 
Orange. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Newkerk— Tryon. 
Judge  Graham,  Colo.  Drake,  Mr.  Mills,  Colo.  Van  CortlanJt — 
Westchef^ter. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Trcdwfll-5i//o/fc. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  jNIr.  G.  Livingston,  Capt.  Piatt,  Mr.  Jas. 
Livingston,  Capt.  John  Schenk — Dulcheis. 
Mr-  Webster -CAar/od'c. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

The  proceedings  of  the  committee  of  Corllandt's  manor, 
relative  to  one  William  Wallace,  of  Sclem,  a  disalfecied 
person,  together  with  a  mittimus  of  the  s.iid  committee  for 
conveying  him  to  ihis  place,  were  re.id. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  said  Wallace  be  confined  in  the  jail 
at  Kingston,  unlil  further  orders. 

The  House  being  informed  ihat  a  bri^intinc  (I)elonging 
to  some  persons  now  in  .New-York,)  which  haih  been  laid 
up  in  Esopus  creek  durinc;  the  winter,  is  now  ii.iulcd  out, 
as  is  suspected,  with  design  to  go  to  tlic  port  of  New- 
York. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Robert  Caste!  be,  and  he  is  liere- 
by  directed  to  take  into  his  possession  liic  brmantine  com- 
manded by  Charles  Sprainser,  now  lyin^  in  liiidson  river, 
and  cause  her  with  her  tackle  and  apparel  to  be  laid  up  in 
safety  in  Esopus  creek  until  furilier  order. 

A  letter  from  Governor  Trumlnill,  (htrd  /Vpril  the  1st, 
enclosing  ihc  parols  taken  from  Hugh  Wallace  and  others 
who  were  sent  prisoners  to  Connccticul,  and  were  by  him 
permitted  to  go  to  New-York  ;  as  also,  a  list  of  scveial 
Other  persons  in  the  same  predicament,  were  read  and  com- 
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mitted  to  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Gilbert 
Livingston. 

Egbert  Benson,  Esquire,  one  of  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners for  delecting  conspiracies,  &c.  atlending,  informed 
the  House  of  the  slate  of  their  business  ;  that  said  board 
stand  in  need  of  a  further  sum  to  defray  the  ex[ienses  at- 
lending the  same,  and  suggested  the  jiropriely  of  raising  a 
company  of  rangers  to  execute  the  orders  of  the  said  board, 
and  to  guard  ihe  prisoners.  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  llie  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  advance  to 
Egbert  Benson,  Esquire,  the  sum  ot  £1,000,  for  liic  use 
of  the  board  of  commissioners  for  delecting  and  uefealing 
all  conspiracies,  &c.  And, 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Plait  confer  willi  Jlr.  Benson 
on  the  subject  of  raising  a  company  of  rangers,  and  report 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  R.  Livingston  having  produced  to  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Joim  Wheelock,  olfering  to  raise  a  number 
of  men,  in  the  eastern  parts  of  this  Slate,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  and  was  seconded.  The  same  being 
read,  are  in  the  words  following  : 

"  \ViiERE.\s  Mr.  John  \v'heelock,  of  the  State  of  New- 
Hampshire,  has  represented  to  this  Convention  the  possi- 
bility of  engaging  a  number  of  troops  to  enlist  in  the 
service  of  this  State,  and  to  be  joined  to  either  of  the 
Continental  battalions  raising  under  the  direction  of  this 
Convention,  or  to  be  employed  in  such  other  manner  as 
the  Convention  or  Legislature  of  this  Stale  may  direct. 

Resolved,  That  a  commission  be  made  out  for  Mr. 
John  Wheelock,  as  a  major  in  the  service  of  this  State; 
and  that  he  be  requested  to  nominate  to  this  Convention 
the  officers  for  three  companies  to  be  raised  under  his  com- 
mand; and  that  he  transmit  their  names  to  this  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Wheelock  be  requested 
immediately  to  proceed  to  raise  three  com|}aiiies  of  men, 
to  serve  during  the  war,  under  the  direction  of  this  Slate, 
each  company  to  consist  of  the  same  number  of  men  and 
otiicers  as  a  Continental  company,  and  to  receive  the  like 
bounty,  clothing,  pay  and  rations  as  is  given  to  the  Conti- 
nental troops. 

Resolved,  That  the  troops  so  to  be  raised  be  ordered  to 
rendezvous  at  Fishkill,  in  the  county  of  Dutchess,  and  be 
marched  to  that  place  by  companies,  or  parts  of  companies, 
in  order  to  their  being  paid  and  clothed. 

Resolved,  That  every  soldier  who  shall  furnish  himself 
with  arms  and  a  blanket,  shall  be  allowed  a  reasonable 
sum  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  two  thousand  dollars  be  advanced  to 
Mr.  John  Wheelock,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  carry  the 
above  resolutions  into  execution,  and  that  the  same  be 
transmitted  to  him  by  the  hands  of 

On  motion  the  same  is  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

A  letter  from  Jacobus  Van  vVagcnen,  of  Rochester,  da- 
ted the  4lh  instant,  complaining  of  the  officer  of  that  dis- 
trict, was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Can- 
line,  and  that  he  inform  Mr.  Van  Wagcneii  that  the  officers 
are  to  be  governed  by  the  militia  law;  that  if  they  tres- 
pass those  laws,  he  will  have  redress,  and  the  officer  so 
olTcnding  will  be  cashiered  or  punished. 

A  letter  from  Benjamin  Depuv,  chairman  of  the  com- 
millce  of  Mamacotting,  dated  the  3rd  of  March,  1777, 
relative  to  disaffected  persons,  containing  a  letter  from  Ni- 
cholas Concklin  and  three  other  persons,  and  the  affidavits 
of  John  Moore  and  Thomas  Reeves  on  that  subject,  were 
read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  committed  to  the  members  of 
Ulster  county. 

Saturday  Afternoon,  i4^n7  5,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Brigr.  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 
.Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Philip  Livingston,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Genl- Scott,  Mr.Har- 
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Mr  Duane,  Capt.  Rutgers,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Col.  Lott,  Mr. 
|»un«omb,  Mr.  Sloutenburgli-iVew- yorft. 
Majof  Lawrence— QuccHs. 

Mr.  Morris,  Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Colo.  Drake,  Mr.  Milh—Westches- 
Irr. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Robert  Ya.les—j^lbany. 

jar.  Wisncr,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Col.  Allison,  Col.  Sherwood— Orong-e. 

jlr.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore— Tri/on. 

Col.  De  Witt,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Contine,  Mr.  Rea,  Major  Parks— 
lister. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell— Su/.y/A:. 

Mr.  R  R.  Livinsslon,  Mr.  Jas.  Livingston,  Capt.  Piatt,  Capt.  Schenk, 
Col.  Humphrey,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston — Dutchess. 
Major  Webster — Charlotte. 

A  letter  from  Comfort  Sands,  Esq.  Auditor-General  of 
accounts,  requesting  the  sense  of  Convention  whether  the 
militia  called  out  into  service  are  to  be  allowed  ilie  Conti- 
nental pay,  as  formerly  established  by  Congress,  or  the 
last  pay  allowed  to  ttie  Continental  troops  raising  for  the 
present  campaign,  was  read. 

The  same  being  taken  into  consideration  and  debated  for 
some  lime, 

Resolved,  That  the  Auditor-General  of  accounts  of 
this  Slate  be  directed  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  pay  and  ra- 
tions of  such  militia  of  this  State  as  have  been  called  into 
actual  service  since  the  first  day  ot  December  last,  agree- 
ably to  the  new  regulation  of  ])ay  and  rations,  made  by  the 
Honourable  the  Congress  of  ihe  United  States. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
form  of  a  constitution  and  government. 

The  3rd  and  4tli  paragraphs  were  tiien  respectively 
read,  and  by  order  postponed  for  the  present. 

The  5lh  paragraph  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Jay  then  moved  that  the  following  be  substituted  in- 
stead of  the  said  fifth  jxtragraph,  viz  : 

"And  WHERE.A.S  it  hath  been  a  prevailing  opinion  among 
the  good  people  of  this  State,  that  the  mode  of  election 
by  ballot  would  tend  more  to  preserve  the  liberty  and 
equal  freedom  of  the  people  than  the  manner  of  voting 
viva  voce,  and  it  is  expedient  that  a  fair  experiment  be 
made  as  to  which  of  those  metliods  of  voting  is  to  be  pre- 
feaed  : 

"  Be  it  Ordained,  That  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the 
expiration  of  the  present  war  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  Great  Briiain,  an  act  or  acts  be  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  this  Stale  for  causing  all  elections  there- 
after to  be  held  in  ihis  State,  for  Senators  and  Represen- 
tatives in  Assembly,  to  be  by  ballot,  and  directing  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  same  shall  be  conducted.  And, 

"Be  it  further  Ordained,  That,  whenever  thereafter 
the  mode  of  voting  by  ballot  shall,  on  experience,  appear 
to  be  attended  with  more  mischiefs,  and  less  conducive  to 
the  safety  or  interest  of  this  Stale,  than  the  method  of 
voting  viva  voce,  it  shall  be  lawful  and  con.^tilutional  for 
the  Legislature  of  this  State  to  abolish  the  same  ;  provid- 
ed two-thirds  of  the  members  present  in  both  Houses  shall 
concur  therein  :  and  further,  that  in  the  meantime  all  elec- 
tions for  Senators  and  RepresciUaiives  in  Assembly  be 
made  viva  voce,  according  lo  the  lav.'s  of  the  Colony  of 
New- York  for  regulating  elections,  so  far  as  the  same  may 
be  consistent  wiih  ihis  Consiiunion,  or  according  to  such 
laws  as,  by  the  Legislature  of  this  Slate,  may  for  that  pur- 
pose be  enacled. 

Debates  arose  thereon. 

Mr.  Morris  then  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Dunscomb,  that  the  word  "  Senators"  through  the  whole 
proposed  amendment,  be  obliieiatcd. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  ihe  question  beincput  there- 
on, it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  manner  following  : 

For  Ike  negative. 

Ulster,   4      "Westchester   4 

f ulchess,   5      Tryon,  3 

Albany   6  — 

New-York,  8  33 

Orange,  3  "  '  . 


The  first  paragraph  of  Mr.  Jay's  proposed  amendment 
was  then  read,  and  the  question  l)eing  put  thereon,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affimaiive,  in  manner  following,  viz  : 

For  the  affirmalirc. 

Westchester,   4   Mr.  Morris  dissenting. 

Albany,   6 

New- York,  8    Capt.  Rutgers  and  Mr.  Dunscomb 

dissenting. 


Colo.  Sherwood  dissenting. 


Mr.  Morris  di.ssenting. 
Col.  Sherwood  dissenting 


Dutchess,   5 

Orange,   3 

Ulster,   4 

Tryon,   3—33 

The  next  paragraph  being  read,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livin<:ston 
moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the  proviso  iliercto  be 
obliterated  ;  and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  was  car- 
ried in  the  negative,  as  follows,  viz  : 

For  the  negative. 

New- York,    8    Mr.  Rutgers  dissenting. 

Alb.Tny,   6  , 

Dutchess,   5 

Westchester,     4 

Ulster   4 

Orange,   3 

Tryon,   3 

33 

The  second  paragraph  being  then  again  read,  and  the 
question  being  put  tlieieon,  it  was  earned  in  the  affirma- 
tive, in  manner  following,  viz  : 

Affirmative. 

Albany,    6       Orange,   3 

Ulster,   4       Tryon,  3 

Duicliefs   5>  _ 

New-York   8  33 

Westchester,   4 

The  last  paragraph  of  Mr.  Jay's  amendment  was  then 
read  and  agreed  to  wiihout  di?sent.  And, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jay  take  the  draft  of  his  proposed 
amendment,  and  correct  the  same  in  point  of  style  and 
expression. 


DIE  SOLIS,  10 


no.  A.  M. 

April  6,  1777. 


The  Commiitce  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigr.  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Col.  Lott,  Mr.  Jay.  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Dunscomb, 
.Mr.  llobcrt  Harper,  Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Mr.  Duane,  Major  fetonlen- 
burgh.  Genl.  .Scott,  Capt.  Rutgers- Aeit-yorfc 

Mr.  Lawrence — Queens. 

Major  Tappen,  Col.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Uca.— Ulster 
Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Robt.  Yates— 
Jlbany. 

Mr.  Gil.  Livingston,  Mr.  John  Schenk,  iVIr.  Platt,  .Mr.  R.  R.  Living- 
ston—  Dutchess. 

Mr.  AV.  Harper — Tryon 

Mr  Clarke,  Mr.  Wisner,  Col.  Allison,  Col.  Sherwood,  Mr.  Jos. 
H.  Smith  — 0?'ange. 

:Mr  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwcll— SuiTo/fc. 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Morris,  Judge  Graham,  Col.  Drake,  Mr. 
Mills — l\'eslchcster 
Major  Webster — Charlotte. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

According  to  the  order  of  yesterday  evening,  Mr.  Jay 
produced  a  new  paragraph  conlnining  ihe  subslance  of  and 
lo  be  substituted  in  the  stead  of  the  amendment  to  the  5th 
paragraph.  The  same  l)eing  read,  and  the  question  put 
whcilier  it  be  the  same  in  subslance,  it  was  agreed  unani- 
mously thai  it  is  the  same  in  subslance,  with  the  amend- 
ment agreed  lo  last  night. 

The  said  fifth  paragraf)h  being  ihcn  read,  and  the  said 
proposed  amendment  brought  in  ihis  morning  being  also 
read,  and  ihe  question  being  put,  whclher  the  said  amend- 
ment be  subsliluled  in  ihe  place  of  the  said  5lh  par.igraph, 
it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  Mr.  Morris  from  West 
Chester  dissenting. 

The  question  being  then  put  upon  the  5lli  paragraph  as 
amended,  wascarricd  in  ihc  aflirmativc,  (.Vir.  Morris  dissent- 
ing to  Westchester,)  and  is  in  the  words  following,  lo  wit : 
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"  And  whereas  an  opinion  halii  lung  prevailed  among 
divers  of  llie  good  people  of  liiis  .Stale,  lliai  voling  ai  elec- 
tions by  ballot,  would  lend  more  to  preseve  llie  libeay  and 
equal  Ireedom  of  llie  people  than  voting  oiua  voce:  'I'o  llie 
end  iherelore  that  a  fair  cxpcrimcnl  be  made,  wlucli  of 
those  two  methods  of  voting  is  to  be  preferred, 

"Be  it  Ordained,  That  as  soon  as  may  be  after  llic  ter- 
mination of  Ihe  present  war  between  ihe  United  Stales  of 
America  and  Great  Britain,  an  act  or  acts  be  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  lor  caasiiig  all  elections  thereaf- 
ter to  be  held  in  this  State  for  Seiiators  and  Hepresenla- 
tives  in  Assembly,  to  be  by  ballot,  and  directing  ihe  man- 
ner in  which  the  same  shall  be  conducted. 

"  And  whereas  it  is  possible  that  after  all  the  care  of 
the  Legislatuie  in  fiaming  ihe  said  act  or  acts,  certain  in- 
conveniences and  miscliiels  uiiloreseen  at  this  day,  may  be 
found  lo  attend  tiie  same. 

It  is  Jurllier  ordai/icd,  Thai  if  after  a  full  and  fair  cx- 
perimeiil  shall  be  made  of  voung  by  ballol  aforesaid,  the 
same  shall  be  found  less  conducive  to  the  safely  or  inieresi 
of  llie  State,  than  the  method  of  vutinu'  viva  voce  ;  it  shall 
be  lawful  and  constitutional  for  the  Legislature  lo  abolish 
the  same,  provided  iwo-thirds  of  the  members  present  in 
each  House  respeclivelv,  shall  concur  therein  ;  and  lur- 
ther,  lhal  during  ilic  continuance  of  ihe  presciil  war  afore- 
said, and  until  tlie  Legislature  of  this  Slate  shall  provide 
for  the  election  of  Senators  and  iicpreseiilaiivcs  in  As- 
sembly by  ballot,  lliesaid  eleciionsshall  beinadc  vtua  voce." 

The  si.\ih  paragraph  was  then  read  ;  the  minutes  ol  Con- 
venlion  on  the  lurmer  reading  of  this  paragraph,  on  ihc 
14lh  and  20lli  days  of  March  last,  were  also  read. 

The  said  Cth  paragraph  being  again  read,  Mr.  Jay 
moved  and  was  seconded,  thai  the  lullowing  proviso  be  add- 
ed lo  that  paragraph,  viz  : 

"PioviUed  tliai  nollnng  in  this  clause  conlained  shall  be 
construed  lo  disqualily  from  voting  lor  Repieseniatives  in 
Assembly,  any  of  ihe  present  freemen  ot  the  city  ot  Al- 
bany, or  any  of  the  freemen  of  the  cily  of  iNew-York,  who 
■were  made  freemen  ot  the  said  cily  on  or  betore  the  14th 
day  of  Uctober,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  177-o,  which  said 
freemen  of  the  said  cities  shall  be  actually  and  usually  re- 
sident in  ihe  said  cities  respeciively." 

The  said  provision  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  said  sixth  paragraph  was  then  again  read,  Mr. 
Morris  then  moved  and  was  seconded,  lhal  immediately  af- 
ter the  word  "  freeholder,"'  the  lollowmg  words  be  inserled, 
viz  :  "  possessing  a  freehold  ol  the  value  ot  Iwenty  f)ounds." 

Debates  arose  thereon  and  the  tiucsuon  being  put  ihcicun, 
it  was  carried  in  the  aflirmalive,  in  manner  loUowing,  to 
wit : 


,  For  the  ajfirmative. 

Westchester,   -1 

Dulchess,   ;'J 

Albany,  

Orange,   ^- 


FoT  the  negative. 

Ulster   4 

I\cw-York,   8 


-18  12 
Ordered,  therefore,  That  the  said  amendment,  viz  : 
"  possessing  a  freehold  of  the  value  of  twenty  pounds," 
be  inserled. 

Mr.  Tredwell  moved  and  was  seconded,  that  after  the 
words  "  rented  a  tenement  ihereiir'  the  words  "alter  the 
yearly  value  of  40i-."'  be  inserled  ;  the  same  was  agreed  lo 
and  inserted  accordingly. 

Mr.  Philip  Livingston  moved  and  was  seconded,  that 
the  words  "one  vear"  in  the  three  several  places  where  they 
are  meniioncd  m  lliai  paragraph  be  obiiteratcd,  and  tlie 
words  "  six  moths"  inserted  lu  iheir  stead. 

Debates  arose  ihercon,  and  the  question  being  put  there- 
on, it  was  carried  in  the  aihrmalive  in  manner  lollowmg,  lo 
wit : 

For  Ihe  ajjirmative. 

Ulster  4 

Dutchess,  

Albany,   ^ 

TryoQ,   ■i 


18 


For  Ihe  ncgatice. 

New-York,   8 

Mr.  bcoll  and  Mr.  Jay  dis- 
senting. 

Wcsichesler,   4 

Orange,   3 

—15 


Orderrd,  therefore,  That  the  said  amendment  be  made 
accordingly. 

Some  oilier  amendments  being  proposed  and  unanimous- 
ly agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  sixth  paragrapli  as 
now  amended,  be  given  to  Mr.  Morris  to  revise,  and  return 
to  this  Convention  ai  three  o'clock  P.  M. 

Adjourned  liU  3  o'clock  P.  M. 


SUNDAY  AFTERNOON, 

April  G,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Brigr.  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Prcst. 

Mr.  Dunne,  Mr.  Jay,  Genl.  Scott,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  P.  Livine- 
ston,  Col.  t.touteiiburgli,  iMr.  lloosevell,  ilr.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscomb, 
.Mr.  Beekman,  Col.  Lett,  Capt.  KutL'ers— .Vcii'-l't/r/f. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  R.  Yates— .4/- 

banij. 

Mr.  ■\Visner,  Mr.  Clarke,  Colo.  Allison,  Colo.  Sherwood,  Mr.  Smith — 

Orange. 

Hfr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk— Tryon. 
Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Sniah-Suffolk. 

."Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Capt.  Schenk,  Capt. 
Piatt— Xlii/f/iess. 

Mr.  Webster— C/i<ir/o»e. 
iMr.  aiesem— Cumberland. 

Col.  De  Witt,  -Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Rca,  Major  Parks— [7s^<rr. 
Col.  Drake,  Col.  Van  Corllandt,  Capt.  Piatt,  Major  Lockwood 
Judge  Graham,  -Mr.  Milli,  -Mr.  Morris — Wclciicsler. 

A  petnion  from  the  commiUee  of  Westchester  county, 
dated  the  3rd  instant,  selling  fotlh  ihe  defenceless  state  of 
lhal  county,  and  of  llie  ravages  committed  by  the  enemy 
therein,  was  brouaht  by  Capt.  Elijrili  Hunter,  and  read, 
and  the  consideraiion  thereof  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

I'he  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
form  of  government. 

Mr.  i\lorris,  according  to  order,  reported  a  revisal  of  llie 
sixth  par.-iiirapli  as  amended  this  inorning.  The  said  sixth 
paragraph  as  amended  this  morning,  and  the  revisal  report- 
ed by  Mr.  Morris,  were  read  ;  and  the  s.iid  revisal  being 
again  read,  and  the  question  being  put  whether  the  House 
agrees  to  substitute  the  said  revisal,  in  the  stead  of  the 
said  tjtli  paragraph,  as  amended  this  morning,  was  carried 
in  the  aflirmalive,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

"  That  every  male  inhabitant  of  full  age,  who  shall  have 
personally  resided  williin  one  of  the  counties  of  this  State, 
for  SIX  months  immedialely  preceding  the  day  of  election, 
shall  at  such  election  be  entitled  to  vole  for  Representatives 
of  the  stiid  rounly  in  (ienoral  Assembly,  if  during  the  lime 
aforesaid  he  shall  have  been  a  freeholder,  possessing  a 
freehold  of  the  value  of  iwenty  pounds  witliin  the  said 
counly,  or  have  rented  a  tenement  therein  of  the  yearly 
value  of  forty  shillings,  and  been  raled  and  actually  paid 
taxes  lo  this  Stale  ;  provided  always  lhal  every  [)crson  who 
now  is  a  freeman  of  the  city  of  Albany,  or  who  was  made 
a  freeman  of  ihe  cily  of  IS'ew-York,  on  or  before  the  four- 
teenth day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  is  actually  and 
usually  a  resident  in  the  said  cities  respeciively,  shall  be 
entitled  lo  vole  for  Representatives  in  Assembly,  within 
their  said  places  of  residence." 

The  7th  paragraph  was  then  read.  The  same  being 
read  a  second  lime,  debates  arose  thereon.  After  some 
lime  spent  therein,  the  7th  paragraph  was  agreed  to. 

The  Sih  paragraph  which  was  agreed  lo  on  the  20lh 
Maich,  was  read. 

The  9lh  paragraph  was  then  read. 

Tlic  lOlh  par.igiaph  was  then  read. 

The  I  1th  paragraph  was  then  read.  The  same  being 
read  a  second  time,  amotion  was  made  and  seconded,  that 
the  words  "  thirteen  members"  be  obliterated,  and  the 
words  "  a  majoritv  of  ihc  number  of  Senators  lo  be  chosen 
as  aforesaid"  ihcic  inserted. 


1  "■ 
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'1">  c  niieflion  being  put  on  the  snid  amendment,  was 
J  lo.  and  ordered  lo  be  inserled. 


Member  from  eacli  counly.  •  ,  ■  t, 

'i'lie  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  earned  in  the 
necalive. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  Jay,  who  was  seconded, 

lltsolved,  That  tins  Convention  wdl  now  resolve  itself 
into  a  commitiee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  said  llth 
pnrnsrapl),  and  General  Scott  was  unanimously  chosen 
Chairman,  and  took  the  Chair  accordnigly. 

The  first  sentence  or  clause  of  that  paragraph  was  read. 

Mr.  Robert  Yalcs  suggested  that  the  Slate  be  divided 
into  five  districts  :  Nassau  and  Staten  islands  to  compose 
ihe  southern  district ;  New-York  and  Westchester  to  form 
another  district,  and  the  other  disincis  as  mentioned  in  the 
1 1th  paragraph.  That  the  southern  dislrict  have  four  Se- 
nators ;  New- York  and  Westchester  six;  the  two  next 
disiricts  each  six  ;  and  the  northeastern  dislrict  two  mem- 
bers. He  therefore  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  W. 
Harper,  that  between  ihe  word  "  into"  and  the  word 
*'  crcat,"  the  word  "  four"  be  obliterated,  and  the  word 
*'  five"  there  inserled. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put  there- 
on, it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  all  but  three  members. 

'i'hc  first  sentence  of  the  llth  parngra[)h  as  to  division 
of  the  State  into  districts,  was  then  read,  and  agreed  to. 

The  second  sentence  ascertaining  the  number  of  Sena- 
tors for  each  district,  was  then  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  R.  R.  LivinjTston  then   moved  for  the  following 
amendment,  that  after  the  word  "three"  the  following  para- 
graph be  inserled,  viz  ; 
"  And. 

"  Be  it  Ordained,  That  a  census  shall  be  taken  as  soon 
as  may  be  after  the  termination  of  the  present  war,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Legislature  ;  and  if  on  such  census  it 
should  appear  lliat  the  number  of  Senators  is  not  justly 
proportioned  to  the  several  districts,  that  the  Legislature 
adjust  the  proportion  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  nuinber  of 
freeholders  qualified  as  aforesaid  in  each  district." 

Mr.  Phihp  Livingston  then  moved,  and  was  seconded, 
for  the  following  amendment ;  that  immediately  following 
tlie  word  "  after"  the  following  words  be  inserted,  viz  :  "at 
tlic  expiration  of  seven  years  from." 

Mr.  Tread  well  moved  for  the  following  amendment 
thereto,  to  wit  :  that  ihe  words  "  at  the  expiration  of"  be 
struck  out,  antl  the  word  "  within"  be  inserted  in  the 
place  thereof.  Debates  arose,  and  the  queslinn  being  put 
on  the  said  last  mentioned  amendment,  it  was  carried  in 
the  negative,  in  manner  following,  to  wit  : 


\Ir  Duane  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  this  llth 
ri.-raph  be  committed  to  a  commillec  lo  consist  of  a 


The  next  sentence  of  the  1 1th  paragraph  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Morris  then  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  1{. 
Yates,  that  the  words  "  one  thousand,  which  is  estiuMted 
to  be,"  and  the  word  "such"  and  the  word  "now"  be 
obliterateil,  and  that  the  words  "  which  by  the  said  census 
shall  be  found  to  be,"  shall  be  inserted  insiead  of  the  word 
"  now." 

The  same  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  the  sentence 
being  amended  accordingly  and  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  last  sentence  of  tlie  paragraph  was  then  read  and 
agreed  to. 

The  said  whole  llth  paragraph,  as  ainended  by  the  se- 
veral amendments,  was  then  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Scoii,  fiom  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  re- 
ported tlie  whole  proceedings  of  the  committee,  wiih  ihc 
resolutions  of  tlie  committee  as  agreed  to,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  delivered  in  at  the  table,  where  the  same 
was  again  read. 

The  resolutions  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
as  amended  and  reported,  being  then  read  by  sentences, 
the  first  and  second  sentences  were  severally  read  and 
agreed  to. 

The  third  sentence  of  the  amended  report  being  read, 
debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put  thereon, 
it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  in  manner  following,  viz : 


For  Ihc  nei^alivc. 

Westchester,    4 

New-York,   8 

Dutchess,    5 

UUter,   4 

21 


For  the  affirmative. 

Orange,   3 

Albany   6 

Charlotte,   2 

Trjon,   3 

14 


Therefore  Mr.  Trcdwell's  proposed  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Philip  ].,ivingston,  Esq.  was  carried  in  the  affirmative 
in  manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  affirmative.  For  the  negative. 

Albany,   6       ChartoUc,  2 

We<;tchester,    4       Kew  Yorl:   8 

Dutchess   5         Mr.  Jay  disseatin?. 

Ulster   4  — 

Oranse,   3  10 

Trjon,   3 

25 

Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  words  "at  the  expiration  of  seven 
years  from  "  be  inserted. 

The  said  paragraph,  as  amended,  was  then  read  and 
agreed  lo. 


For  the  ne^atii-c. 

New-Yorli,  

i\Ir.  Jay  ilissentinj, 
Charlotte  divided. 


For  the  affirmative. 

.Albany,   6 

Westchester,   4 

Dutchess,   5 

Ulster,   4 

Orange,   3  , 

Tryon,   3-25 

Thereupon  the  said  third  sentence  was  agreed  to. 
The  fourth  sentence  was  then  read  and  agreed  to. 
The  fifth  sentence  was  then  read  and  agreed  to. 
The  said  whole  llth  paragraph  was  then  read  for  ap- 
probation and  agreed  to. 


MONDAY  MORNING,  : 
April  7,  1777.  - 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigadier  General  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Beeknian,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Maj.  Vaa  Zandt, 
Cnl.  Lott,  .Mr.  P.  Livingston,  .\lr.  Duane,  Maj.  Stoutenburgh,  Capt. 
Rutgers,  Mr.  Dunscomb— iVew.Focfc. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Major.  Tappen,  Mr.  Rea,  Mr.  Continc,  Colo.  De  Win— Ulster. 
Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Adgate — Albany. 

Mr.  Clarke,  Colo.  Allison,  Colo.  Sherwood,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Jos. 
Smith — Orange. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkcrk — Tryon. 

Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Morris,  Major  Lockwood,  Colo.  Drak'C,  Mr. 
Mills,  Capt.  rialt.  Col.  Van  Cortlandt  —  n'ci(c-/i(;i(cr. 
.Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Miller— Si/j/'o/A:. 

Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Capt.  I'latt,  Capt.  Jno.  Schenk, 
Mr.  G.  Livingston— CuicAm. 
Maj.  Webster — Charlotte. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  2'Jih  March  last  to  pre- 
pare and  report  a  draft  of  instructions  to  the  Delegates  of 
this  State  in  Congress,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read.  The  same  was  read  a  second  lime  ;  and  then  the 
first  paragraph  was  read  by  sentences.  On  reading  the 
last  part  of  the  first  piu-agraph,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Tredwell.  and  seconded  by  General  Scott,  to  obliterate  the 
words  "  and  forthwith  return  to  this  Slate." 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it 
was  carried  in  the  ncuative  in  manner  following,  viz  ; 


For  the  affirmative. 

Suffolk,   4 

Orange,   3 

Ulster,   4 

11 


For  the  negative. 

Dutchess   5 

Albany   G 

Gent.  Ten  Broeck  dissent- 
ing. 

Westcliester,   4 

New-York,   8 

Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Genl.  Scott, 
Mr.  Robt.   Harper,  Mr. — 
Eeckmaa  dissenting.  23 
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General  Scott  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  tliat  tlie 
following  words  be  added  to  tlint  paragraph,  viz  : 

"  And  report  to  this  Convention  or  llie  Legislature  of 
this  State  for  the  time  being,  ail  tlie  proceedings  oi  Con- 
gress on  this  subject." 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  tlic 
affirmative. 

Therefore,  by  order,  tiiose  words  were  added. 

The  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  paragraplis  were  Uien  respectively 
read  and  agreed  to.  * 

The  whole  of  the  said  instructions  being  read  and  agreed 
to,  are  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  1.  Although  this  Convention  cannot  presume  that  liie 
Honourable  the  General  Congress  will  countenance  llic 
revolt  of  divers  evil  minded  persons  in  the  norilieastern 
part  of  this  Slate,  yet  should  any  allenipls  to  admit  to  seats 
in  Congress  any  persons  preleiidins  to  be  ihcir  Delegates, 
be  made,  you  arc  to  oppose  the  same  ;  and  if  they  should 
be  received,  you  arc,  in  the  name  of  this  State,  to  protest 
against  it,  and  forthwith  return  lo  this  State  and  report  to 
this  Convention  or  the  Legislature  for  llie  time  being,  all 
the  proceedings  of  Congress  on  this  subject. 

"  2.  As  the  appointment  of  Colonel  Warner  to  the 
command  of  a  regiment  of  this  State  was  made  without 
the  intervention  of  this  Convention,  and  expressly  against 
the  late  resolutions  of  Congress  respecting  the  a[)poiiU- 
ment  of  field  oilicers  to  the  Coniincnial  troops  directed  lo 
be  raised  in  this  Slate,  you  are  to  inquire  into  and  intorm 
this  Convention  or  future  Lesjislalure  of  this  State,  of  the 
principles  on  which  that  extraordinary  measure  was  found- 
ed, and  in  the  name  of  ihis  State  to  remonstrate  against  it. 

"3.  You  are  from  time  to  time  to  oppose,  and  commu- 
nicate to  this  Convention  or  the  future  Legislature  of  lliis 
State,  all  such  resolutions  of  Congress,  as  may  impliedly 
or  expressly  infringe  the  riglils  or  jurisdiction  of  this  Stale. 

"  4.  You  are  not  to  consent  lo  any  plan  of  confedera- 
tion until  such  time  as  you  shall  have  transmitted  the  same 
to  this  Convention  or  ihc  future  Legislature  of  this  State, 
and  have  received  their  instructions  relating  to  the  subject, 
and  approbation  of  the  same." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  deli- 
vered to  the  Delegates. 

A  petition  of  Catharine  Clopjicr  was  read.  She  there- 
in states,  that  a  young  iicaro  slave  and  a  negro  girl  there- 
in named,  and  sundry  articles  of  furniture  tliercin  named, 
are  her  own  and  not  her  father's  properly  ;  that  the  same 
are  about  to  be  sold  by  order  of  persons  appointed  by  this 
Convention,  and  therefore  praving  an  order  of  tliis  Con- 
vention to  preserve  her  property. 

Ordered,  That  Judge  Graham  and  Mr.  Morris  be  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  and  ;isccrtain  tiie  properly  of  tlic 
said  slaves  and  furniture,  and  report  lliereon  ;  and  ihat 
in  the  mean  time  the  sale  of  the  said  property  bo  delayed. 

Ordered,  That  ihe  said  committee  reserve  for  the  use 
of  Mrs.  Clopper  and  .Miss  Catharine  Clopper,  as  much  of 
the  wine  of  Corns.  Clopper,  as  they  may  think  reasonable. 

Where.\s  it  hatli  been  represented  to  this  Convention, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Wcstciicster  have 
been  reduced  lo  great  distress,  as  well  by  the  ravages  and 
incursions  of  the  enemv,  as  by  the  insurrections  ol  divers 
disaflected  and  evil  mmdcd  jiersons  in  that  cotinu  :  and 
further,  that  by  means  of  the  defenceless  slate  of  that 
county,  the  enemy  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  great  sup- 
plies of  various  kinds  from  the  said  county,  and  tlie  west- 
em  parts  of  Conneclicut : 

Resolved,  That  Briijadicr-General  McDoutrall  and 
George  Clinton,  be  rcqucsled  loriliwiih  to  provide  for  ihe 
security  and  protection  of  the  county  of  Westchester  ;  and 
that  if  the  mihtia  already  drawn  into  service  by  Gcnl.  G. 
Clinton,  together  with  ihe  troops  under  the  command  of 
General  McDougall,  should  be  insulticient  for  that  pur- 
pose, that  this  Convention  on  notice  thereof,  will  make  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  same. 

218 


Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  agree  lo  pay  and 
support  three  companies  of  men,  to  be  commanded  by  Mr. 
Wheelock,  as  a  major,  and  by  other  subordinate  olhcors, 
to  be  raised  near  Connecticut  river. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  R.  L  ivingston,  Mr.  Morris 
and  Mr.  Jay,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  report  proper 
resolutions  for  that  purpose. 

MoND.\Y  Afternoon,  April  7,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigr.  Genl.  Ten  Broecli,  President. 

-Mr.  Duanc,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Capt.  Rutsers,  Col.  Stonlciiburgh,  Mr. 
Beekman,  .Mr.  tiarpcr,  Mr.  Itoosevelt,  Genl.  Scott — Atw-Vork. 

iMr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Robert  Yales,  Mr,  Gansevoort — Albany. 

■Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Capt.  Jno.  Schenk,  Mr.  Jas.  Livingston,  Capt. 
Plait,  .\/r.  LanJon — iJulchess. 

-Mr.  Tappen,  Col.  De  Witt,  Major  Parks,  Mr.  Ilea— Ulster. 

.Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  MMct— Suffolk. 

.Mr.  Morris,  Colo.  Drake,  Mr.  iMills,  Mr.  Lockwood,  Capt.  Phtt, 
Judge  Graham — Westchester. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Smith,  Col.  Sherwood,  Mr-  Clarke,  Col.  Allison — 
Orartze. 

The  12lh  paragraph  of  the  form  of  government  was  read. 
Tlie  same  being  read  a  second  lime,  I\Ir.  Gilberi  Jjiving- 
sion  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Jay,  that  from  the 
word  "  declares,"  lo  the  end  of  the  paragraph,  be  oblite- 
rated, and  tlie  following  inserted  in  its  stead,  viz  : 

"  That  no  member  of  this  Stale  shall  be  disfranchised 
or  deprived  of  any  of  the  rights  or  privileges  secured  lo 
the  subjects  of  this  State  by  this  Constitution,  unless  by 
the  law  of  the  land  and  the  judgment  of  his  peers." 

The  same  being  read  a  second  time,  was  agreed  to. 

The  said  12th  paragraph  as  amended,  being  then  read, 
was  also  agreed  lo. 

The  13ih  paragraph  was  then  read,  and  being  read  a 
second  lime,  and  tlie  question  put  thereon,  was  agreed  to. 

The  I'ltli  paragraph  was  then  read,  and  the  same  being 
again  read,  Mr.  Jay  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  ihe 
words  "  in  such  cases  as  aforesaid,"  be  obliterated,  and 
the  words,  "  such  parts  as  they  shall  as  aforesaid  respec- 
tively determine  not  to  make  public,  be"  therein  inserted. 
The  said  amendment  being  read,  was  agreed  lo. 

General  Scott  then  moved  that  the  word  "  weekly,"  be 
obliterated,  and  the  words,  "  from  day  to  day,  if  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Legislature  will  permit,"  there  inserted. 

The  said  l  ltli  paragraph  was  then  read  as  amended,  and 
the  same  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  15th  paragraph  was  then  read.  The  same  being 
read  a  second  time,  Mr.  Tredwell  moved,  and  was  second- 
ed, that  the  words  "  have  it  in  their  power  "  be  obliterated. 
The  same  was  agreed  to. 

General  Scoti  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the 
said  loth  paragraph  be  obliterated,  and  the  following  sub- 
siituted  in  its  stead,  viz  : 

"  And  this  Convention  doth  further,  in  ihc  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  Slate,  ordain, 
determine  and  declare,  that  in  all  augmentations  oi  the 
numbers  of  members  of  the  respective  branches  of  t!ie  Le- 
gislature of  this  Slate,  the  Legislature  of  this  State  shall 
Ironi  time  to  time  govern  themselves  by  the  proportion 
hereby  established  for  the  first  set  in  each  ol  the  two 
branches  of  the  Legislature  hereby  established  ;  provided 
always,  that  the  relative  number  in  each  branch  of  the  Le- 
gislature shall  not  be  diminished  below  liie  standard  hereby 
establislied." 

Debates  arose,  and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  was 
carried  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Jay  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  from  the 
word  "  purpose"  to  the  end  of  the  said  15lh  paragraph  be 
obliterated,  and  that  the  words  "  apportion  and  distribute  the 
said  one  hundred  Senators  and  three  hundred  Represcnta- 
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livfs  among  the  great  districts  and  counties  of  this  State, 
ill  nruj'ort'O'^  to  tlie  number  of  their  respective  electors,  so 
ihv.  the  representation  of  the  sood  people  of  this  Slate,  both 
in  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly,  shall  forever  remain 
pfoporlionaie  and  adequate." 

'I'hc  said  amendment  being  anain  read,  and  the  question 
put  thereon,  was  carried  in  ihc  atlirmative. 

The  said  loili  paragraph  being  again  read  as  amended, 
and  the  question  put  thereon,  was  earned  in  ihe  affirmative. 

The  16lh  paragraph  was  read.  General  Scolt  then 
moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  before  the  word  "  execu- 
tive," the  word  "  supreme  "  be  inserted.  The  same  was 
agreed  to  and  inserted. 

Mr.  Adgate  then  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Gansevoort,  that  the  word  "four"  be  obliterated,  and  the 
word  "  three  "  there  inserted.  The  same  was  agreed  to, 
and  inserted  accordingly. 

The  said  16th  paragraph  was  then  again  read.  After 
sometime  spent  therein,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 


TUESDAY  r^IORNING, 

April  8,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigr.  General  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Jay,  Genl.  Scott,  Mr-  Uuane.  Mr.  Harper,  Col.  Lett,  Mr.  Roose- 
velt, Capt.  Rutgers,  Colo.  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Beek- 
man — Netc-York. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Robert  Yates — 
jltbany. 

Jtr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Sherwood,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Colo.  Al- 
lison— Orange. 

Mr.  Webster,  Colo.  Williams— CAarZo^e. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  ^^r.  Xcwkerk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Miller— Su/o/fc. 

Mr.  R.  R.Livingston,  Capt.  Schcnk,  Mr.  James  Livingston,  Mr.  Gil- 
bert Livingston,  Capt.  Piatt,  Mr.  Landon — Dutchess. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Rca,  Major  Parks,  Mr.  Contine,  Col.  De  Witt— 
lister. 

Mr.  Mills,  Colo.  Drake,  Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Morris,  Judge  Gra- 
ham—  Westrhester. 

Colonel  Sherwood  has  leave  of  absence  for  ten  days,  to 
remove  his  family. 

Colonel  Lott  has  leave  of  absence  for  four  or  five  days. 

Mr.  lloosevelt  has  leave  of  absence  till  next  Monday 
week,  to  go  to  FishkiU  to  attend  to  the  paper  currency 
of  tliis  Stale,  printing  at  that  place. 

A  letter  from  Comfort  Sands,  Esquire,  dated  this  day, 
requesting  the  directions  of  Convention  to  the  following 
queries  : 

1st.  Are  the  supernumerary  officers  that  were  in  the 
militia  service,  to  be  paid,  or  am  I  to  be  directed  by  a  late 
resolution  of  Congress  ? 

"  2nd.  Are  the  militia  to  be  allowed  one  penny  lawful 
per  mile,  in  lieu  of  rations,  while  on  their  march  ? 

"  3rd.  Are  the  officers  to  be  paid  their  back  rations,  or 
must  they  settle  with  the  Commissary-General? 

"  4th.  By  a  late  resolution  of  Convention  I  am  directed 
not  to  pass  any  pay  rolls  unless  sworn  to  by  the  command- 
ing officer,  before  the  President  or  Vice-President  of  Con- 
vention, or  before  the  cliaiimen  of  the  county  committees." 

The  same  being  taken  into  consideration, 

Resolved,  That  Comfort  Sands,  Esq.  be  directed  to  pay 
all  officers  of  militia  who  wore  called  into  service  previous 
to  the  passing  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  21st  of 
March  last. 

That  he  allow  the  said  militia  one  penny  lawful  money 
per  mile,  while  on  their  march,  in  hcu  of  rations. 

That  he  pay  the  officers  of  the  said  militia  their  back 
rations.  And 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Comfort  Sands,  Esquire,  be 
empowered  to  administer  oaths  to  officers  of  the  militia  in 


those  cases  in  which,  by  the  resolution  of  Convention,  the 
same  are  directed  lo  be  administered  by  the  President  or 
Vice-President  of  Coiiveiiuon,  or  by  the  chairmen  of  the 
county  or  district  committees. 

Mr.  Robert  flarper,  a  member  of  the  late  clotliing  com- 
mittee, informed  the  House  that  \Vm.  lloskiiis.  Esquire, 
hath,  by  agreement  with  the  said  committee,  purchased  on 
account  of  the  State,  a  quantity  of  cloiliinir ;  thai  the  said 
clothing  is  now  at  Hartford,  and  that  Mr.  Ilcskins.  re- 
quests the  direction  ot  Convention  as  to  the  funiicr  disposi- 
tion of  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Harper  be  directed  to  write  to  ^Ir. 
Hoskins,  ordering  him  to  cause  the  said  clotlung  to  be 
conveyed  to  Sharon,  in  the  State  of  Conuecticui,  lo^eliier 
with  the  invoice  thereof,  and  that  the  same  be  delivered  to 
the  care  of  John  Camficld,  Esquire,  there,  who  is  requested 
to  keep  the  charge  and  custody  of  the  said  clothinii  until 
the  further  order  of  this  Convention,  or  future  Len;is!alure 
of  this  State,  and  that  Mr.  Hoskins  transmit  to  this  Con- 
vention an  invoice  thereof,  and  his  account. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  7th  inst.  to  prepare  and 
report  to  this  House  proper  resolutions  relative  to  the  rais- 
ing of  three  companies  of  men,  to  be  commanded  by  Mr. 
Wlieelock,  as  a  major,  reported  the  following  resoKiticns, 
which  being  amendeel,  were  agreed  to,  viz  : 

"  WiiERE.<.s  it  hath  been  suggested  to  this  Convention 
by  John  Wheelock,  Esquire,  that  three  companies  of  men 
may  be  raised  in  the  iiorilieasiern  parts  of  the  State,  to 
continue  in  the  service  of  this  State  for  three  years,  or 
during  the  war  :  And  where.\s  a  number  of  men  may 
from  lime  to  time,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  campaign, 
be  required  of  this  Slate  to  reinforce  the  Contmcnlal  troops 
which  may  be  slalioned  in  a  southern  department,  or  lor 
the  defence  of  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Slate  as  are 
more  immediately  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  the  ene- 
my :  And  where.\s  it  is  the  interest  of  this  State  to  avoid 
as  much  as  possible  the  calling  the  inhabitants  from  their 
respective  occupations  into  service  :  Therefore, 

"  1st.  Resolved,  That  three  companies  be  raised  in  the 
northeastern  parts  of  this  State,  and  that  each  company 
consist  of  the  like  number  of  officers  and  men  as  is  di- 
rected by  the  Coniinenlal  regulations,  and  that  they  conti- 
nue in  service  for  three  years,  unless  sooner  discliari;ed  by 
the  Legislature  of  this  Stale. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  each  conipanv  shall 
be  nominated  to  this  Convention  by  the  said  John  \Vhee- 
lock,  and  shall  be  entiiled  to  Continental  pay  and  rations 
from  the  ti.me  of  such  nomination  ;  provided  that  the  com- 
pany to  which  such  officers  belong  shall,  at  the  end  of  eight 
weeks  from  the  time  of  such  nomination  contain  at  least 
fifty  men,  inclusive  of  non-commissioned  officers. 

"  3id.  Resolved,  That  John  Wheelock,  Esquire,  be 
commissioned  as  a  major  in  the  service  of  this  Slate,  and 
that  he  be  entitled  to  Continental  pay  and  rations  from  the 
date  of  his  commission  ;  provided  that  at  the  end  of  nine 
weeks  from  the  date  llicreof,  the  three  companies  first 
mentioned,  who  are  hereby  put  under  his  coininand,  con- 
tain together  at  least  one  hundred  and  filly  men,  non-rom- 
missioned  o'ficers  included. 

"4th.  Resolved,  That  every  soldier  so  enlisting  in  the 
service  of  this  Stale,  in  either  of  the  above  companies 
for  three  years,  shall,  on  his  passing  muster,  be  entitled  to 
Continental  bounty,  clothing,  pay  and  rations,  and  that 
every  of  them  who  shall  find  his  own  arms,  accoutrements 
and  blankets,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  reasonable  allowance 
therefor,  to  be  ascertained  by  proper  persons  for  that  pur- 
pose to  be  a])pointed. 

"  5th.  Resolved,  That  the  officers  and  privates  of  the 
above  corps  shall,  at  the  expiration  of  their  term,  and  when 
discharged  by  direction  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State, 
be  entitled  to  land  within  this  Slate  iii  the  same  proportion 
as  is  directed  by  the  Conlincntal  regulations  to  be  given  to 
such  of  the  Continental  troops  as  serve  during  the  war; 
and  that  the  same  shall  be  assigned  to  them,  or  in  case  any 
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of  them  shall  die  in  the  said  service,  to  tiieir  respective 
legal  representatives,  free  of  all  quit  rent  and  chari^'es,  out 
of  the  unlocatcd  lands  of  this  Slate,  in  such  part  thereof 
as  a  future  Legislature  of  ibis  State  may  direct :  provideil 
always,  that  no  conveyance  of  any  right  to  the  said  land 
shall  be  of  avail  previous  to  the  grant  thereof. 

"  6th.  Resolved,  That  tw  o  thousand  dollars  be  advanced 
to  the  said  Jno.  Whcelock,  towards  deiraying  the  expense 
of  raising  the  said  men,  and  that  t!ie  same  be  transmuted 
to  him  by  the  hands  of  Eleazar  Wheclock,  Junr.  he  giv- 
ing his  receipt  therefor  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State. 

"  7th.  Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Whcelock,  Escp 
transmit  to  this  Convention  or  the  Commander-in-Chief  ot 
this  State,  from  time  to  lime,  returns  of  the  number  of 
men  that  shall  be  raised  under  the  command  of  liie  said 
John  Wheelock,  in  consequence  of  the  above  resolutions, 
together  with  regular  muster  rolls,  sworn  to  by  the  captain 
of  each  company,  and  certilicd  by  the  said  John  Wheelock, 
Esquire. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  said  companies,  or  parts  thereof, 
as  they  shall  be  raised,  bo  forthwith  marched  to  Fishkill, 
in  Dutchess  county,  or  such  other  place  or  places,  as  the 
said  Convention  or  Commander-in-Chief  may  direct. 

"  Resolved,  That  when  the  said  companies  shall  be 
completed,  a  surgeon  be  allowed  them. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  officers  and  privates  of  each  of 
the  said  companies  be  subject  to  similar  regulations  and 
articles  with  those  provided  for  the  government  of  the  Ame- 
rican army. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Elea- 
zar Wheelock,  Junr.  the  said  two  thousand  dollars,  men- 
mentioned  in  the  fifth  preceding  rcsoliuion,  takinc;  a  receipt 
for  the  same,  to  be  delivered  to  the  said  John  Wiieelock, 
Esq. 

TuESDA-?  Afternoon,  April  8,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Brigr.  General  Ten  Brocck,  President. 

Mr.  Jay,  Gent.  Scott,  Colo.  Stouienbursli,  Col.  Lott,  Mr.  Bcckman, 
Capt,  Rutgers,  Mr.  Uuane,  Mr.  Dunsroml),  .Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Roose- 
velt, Mr.  Philip  Livingston,  Mx.  \'an  Zanilt — yeu~Vork. 

Maj.  Parks,  Maj.  Tappen,  Mr.  Ray,  Colo.  J)f  ^Vin— Ulster. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Robert  Yates,  Mr.  P.  R.  Li- 
vingston, Mr  Adgatc— ^i/6a«i/. 

Mr.  Landon,  Capt.  Piatt,  Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston— 
Dutchess. 

Mr.  Clarke,  Utr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Smith — Oran:e. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tred-n-ell,  Mr.  .Miller— 5i;/o7fc. 
Judge  Graham,  Mr,  Mills,  Major  Lockwood,  Colo.  Drake,  Mr. 
Morris — W^estchcster. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper— Tryon. 

Col.  Williams,  Major  Webster — Chnrlollc. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  plan  or 
form  of  government. 

The  said  IGlh  paragraph  was  read,  and  the  same  being 
again  read,  and  the  question  put  ihcrenn,  was  agreed  to. 

The  17th  paragraph  was  then  read,  and  the  same  being 
again  read,  Mr.  'I'redwell  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that 
the  words  "  to  prorogue  them  from  time  to  tune,  provided 
such  prorogations  shall  not  e:?cccd  si.vty  daj's  m  the  space 
of  any  one  year,"  be  obliterated. 

Debates  arose,  and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  was 
carried  in  the  negative. 

Sundry  other  amendments  to  the  said  17lh  parT_'ra|ih, 
being  moved,  agreed  to  and  made,  the  said  paragraph  was 
read,  the  question  put  thereon,  and  the  paragraph  agreed 
to. 

The  18th  paragraph  was  then  read,  the  same  was  again 
read  by  sentences,  amended  without  debate,  by  the  addi- 
tion of  the  words  "  to  ihc  best  of  his  alulity."  The  same 
was  then  again  read,  the  question  put  thereon,  and  agreed 
to. 


The  19th  paragraph  was  read,  and  being  read  a  second 
time,  and  some  amendments  therein  moved,  asirecd  to  and 
inserted,  the  said  19ili  paragraph  was  again  read  and  agreed 
to. 

The  20th  paragraph  was  then  read  ;  the  same  being 
again  several  times  read,  and  sundry  amendments  moved", 
aareed  to  and  inserted,  the  said  paragraph  was  again  read, 
and  the  question  put  thereon,  and  the  paragraph  aurecd  to. 

The  21st  paragraph  was  then  read,  and  the  same  being 
again  read,  and  the  question  put  thereon,  was  agreed  to. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

April  9,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Col.  Sloulenburg,  Mr.  Harper, 
Major  Van  Zandt— A'cir-l  or/c. 
Major  Lawrence — Queens. 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 
iMr.  Webster— C/iar/oiie. 

Mr-  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Robt.  Yates,  Colo.  Livingston — jllbany. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Capt.  Piatt,  Mr.  Landon, 
Capt.  Schenk — Dutchess. 

Major  Tappen,  Major  Parks,  Mr.  Rea,  Mr.  Contine,  Col.  He  Witt— 
Ulster. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Tredwell— S»/b/fc. 

Colo.  Drake,  Mr.  Mills,  Major  Lockwood,  Judge  Graham.  Mr.  Mor- 
ris—  Westchester. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith — Orange. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

The  President  and  Vice-President  being  both  absent 
with  leave,  William  Smith,  Esquire,  was  unanimously 
chosen  President  pro  tern. 

The  commission  to  Major  Wheelock  was  read,  approved 
and  issued,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  viz  : 
"  In  Convention  of  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

New-York,  the  ninth  day  of  April,  1777. 
"  To  John  Wheelock,  Esq.  Greeting  : 

"This  Convention  having,  by  their  resolutions  yesterday, 
determined  to  raise  three  companies  of  men  within  the 
northeastern  parts  of  this  State,  and  reposing  especial  trust 
and  confidence  in  your  patriotism,  valour,  conduct  and 
fidelity,  do  by  these  presents  constitute  and  appoint  you  to 
be  the  major  of  the  said  companies,  according  to  the  tenor 
and  effect  of  the  said  resolutions.  You  are  therefore  care- 
fully and  diligentl)'  to  discharge  the  duty  of  a  major  by  per- 
forming all  things  which  belong  thereunto  ;  and  all  officers 
and  soldiers  under  your  command  are  strictly  enjoined  and 
required  to  be  obedient  to  your  orders  as  a  major.  And 
you  arc  to  observe  and  follow  all  such  orders  and  direc- 
tions as  you  may,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  this 
Convention,  or  other  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  State 
of  New-York,  or  from  such  officers  as  you  may  by  them 
be  subjected  to.  This  commission  to  continue  in  force  for 
the  space  of  three  years,  unless  sooner  revoked  by  the 
Convention,  or  other  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Stale 
aforesaid. 

"By  order, 

"WM.  SMITH,  Prest.p.  tern.  " 

"  Attest, 
"  JotiN  McKesson,  Secy." 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  John  Harper,  dated 
at  Cherry-Valley,  March  10,  together  wilh  the  letter  from 
the  Indian  Chiefs,  and  the  account  of  the  expenditures  of 
the  said  John  Harper  in  the  premises,  which  were  on  the 
2-lth  of  March  last  referred,  and  no  report  made  thereon, 
be  referred  to  Colo.  Livingston,  Mr.  Tredwell  and  Mr. 
Moore. 

The  Convention  were  informed  that  Jacob  Le  Roy, 
Esquire,  is  set  out  to  go  to  General  Washington,  to  obtain 
leave  to  go  to  the  city  of  New- York,  and  that  it  has  been 
omitted  to  take  his  parol  ;  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Air.  Jacob  Le  Roy  previous  to  his  going 
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10  New'-Vork,  do  give  his  parol  to  return  and  appear  be- 
fore tlie  Convention,  or  Conimillee  of  Safety  of  tins  State, 
wiihin  six  weeks  from  the  time  of  his  arrival  wiiiiin  ilie 
enemy's  hnes,  unless  he  shall,  within  the  term  aforesaid, 
sail  for  Europe  ;  and  that  he  will  not  dircclly  or  indirectly, 
by  word  or  deed,  say  or  do  any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of  tlie 
American  cause. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  transmitted 
to  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  and  that  a  copy 
be  transmitted  to  Colonel  Hamilton  at  Head-Quarters,  and 
that  he  be  requested,  in  case  the  General  may  think  proper 
to  permit  Mr.  Le  Roy  to  go  to  New-York,  to  take  the 
said  parol  of  Mr.  Le  Roy  in  behalf  of  this  Convention. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Colonel  Hamilton  was  read  and 
agreed  to,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  The  Convention  liaving  granted  a  permission  to  Mr. 
Le  Roy  to  repair  to  Head-Quarters,  in  order  to  solicit 
leave  to  go  to  New- York,  and  having  omitted  to  lake  his 
parol,  they  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  carry  the  enclosed  re- 
solution into  execution. 

"  I  am,  sir,  &c." 

Ordered,  That  the  President  pro  tempore  subscribe  a 
copy  thereof,  and  that  it  be  transmitted  with  a  certified 
copy  of  the  preceding  resolution. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  petition  of  Catharine  Clopper,  reported 
as  follows  : 

"  1.  That  according  to  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  this 
Honourable  House,  they  have  upon  inquiry  released  from 
the  custody  of  the  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Ulster 
the  wine  by  them  seized,  belonging  to  Cornelius  Clopper. 

"  2.  That  upon  due  inquiry  for  that  purpose  made,  the 
several  matters  and  things  in  the  said  petition  mentioned, 
appear  to  your  committee  to  be  justly  and  truly  the  proper- 
ly of  the  said  Catharine  Clopper  ;  at  the  same  time  your 
committee  think  it  their  duty  to  report  that  no  full  and  di- 
rect evidence  hath  been  by  them  obtained  upon  that  sub- 
ject, although  they  are  informed  and  believe  that  such  evi- 
dence may  be  obtained  from  persons  now  absent. 

"  3.  That  the  slaves  mentioned  in  the  said  petition,  whe- 
ther tlic  property  of  the  said  Catharine  Clopper,  or  of  any 
oilier  person,  appear  to  your  committee  to  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  comfortable  subsistence  and  accomoda- 
tion of  the  said  Catharine  Clopper  and  her  mother,  the 
wife  of  the  said  Cornelius  Clopper,  according  to  their  rank 
and  situation  in  life. 

"  It  is  therefore  most  humbly  submitted,  whether  it 
would  not  become  the  equity  of  the  Honourable  Conven- 
tion to  resolve  that  the  several  matters  and  things  in  the 
said  petition  specified,  do  continue  in  the  possession  of  the  1 
said  Catharine  Clopper  tor  her  use,  and  not  to  be  sold  and 
disposed  of  by  her,  until  due  proof  of  property  therein  by 
her  fust  made. 

(Signed,)  "GOUVR.  MORRIS, 

"LEWIS  GRAHAM." 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  agrees  with  their  com- 
mittee in  the  said  proposed  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  petition  of  Catharine  Clop- 
per, with  the  inventory  of  her  cti'ects  attending  the  said  pe- 
tition, of  the  preceding  report  of  the  committee  and  reso- 
lution thereon,  be  transmitted  to  the  commissioners  of  Ul- 
ster county,  and  to  the  commissioners  in  Albany  county. 

A  petition  of  Johannes  Sleght  and  Patrick  Barber,  Es- 
quires, commissioners  in  Ulster  county,  praying  that  this 
Convention  would  direct  the  commitices  cf  the  difTerent 
precincts,  immediately  to  take  an  inventory  of  the  personal 
property  of  those  within  their  districts  who  have  gone  over 
to  tlie  enemy,  and  furnish  the  commissioners  with  invento- 
ries thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  tlie  com- 
mittee to  whom  the  petition  of  Catharine  Clopper  was  re- 
ferred, and  that  General  Scott  be  added  to  the  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  appointed  in  the  re- 


spective counties  of  this  State,  to  take  into  their  custody 
and  possession,  all  the  personal  properly  of  ill  disposed 
persons,  who  have  joined  or  arc  with  the  enemy,  be  autho- 
rized to  execute  the  powers  given  them  by  the  resolutions 
of  this  Convention  of  the  0th  and  21st  days  of  .March  last, 
not  only  with  respect  to  persons  then  gone  to  the  enemy, 
but  who  have  since  so  gone,  or  may  in  lulure  ijo. 

Ordered,  That  cerlitied  copies  be  IransrniUcd  lo  llu;  said 
commissioners  in  the  respective  counties. 

Capt.  Zephaniah  Piatt  reported  a  conference  had  wiih 
Egbert  Benson,  Esquire,  on  the  subject  of  rni^uiir  a  com- 
pany to  be  under  the  direction  of  the  commissioinjrs  lor  de- 
tecting conspiracies,  &c.    And  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  for  inquiring  mio,  de- 
tecting and  defeating  all  conspiracies  which  may  l>e  formed 
in  this  State  against  the  liberties  cf  America,  be  authonz.cd 
to  raise,  pay  and  officer  a  company  for  the  defence  ot  ilus 
Slate  only,  lo  consist  of  a  captain,  two  subalterns,  four  ser- 
geants, four  corporals,  one  drummer,  one  fifcr,  and  sixty 
privates,  to  be  allowed  Continental  pay  ;  to  continue  in  ser- 
vice for  one  year,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  the  Lesis- 
lature ;  and  to  be  under  the  command  and  direction  of  the 
commissioners  above  described,  or  such  persons  as  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  Stale. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  company  be  allowed  Continen- 
tal rations,  or  in  lieu  thereof,  at  the  option  of  the  said  com- 
missioners, or  such  other  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  ap- 
pointed to  have  the  direction  of  the  said  company,  the  fol- 
lowing subsistence,  to  wit :  To  the  captain,  eighteen  shil- 
lings per  week  ;  to  the  subalterns,  sixteen  shillings  per 
week  ;  and  to  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates, 
twelve  shillings  per  week. 

An  order  of  the  county  committee  of  Orange  county  to 
Major  Henry  Wisner,  as  to  a  number  of  persons  by  him 
apprelicnded  on  their  way  to  the  enemy,  was  read.  Major 
Wisner,  who  was  attending  below  with  a  guard  and  the 
under  named  prisoners,  viz  :  James  Flewelling,  Elnathan 
Foster,  John  Flewelling,  David  Wyal,  Solomon  Combs, 
Benjamin  Smitli,  Stephen  Wood,  John  MolTalt,  Benjamin 
Derby,  Timothy  Wood,  Robert  Denton,  James  Gosbert 
and  Amos  Ireland,  were  admitted  and  heard. 

Elnathan  Foster,  Amos  Ireland,  John  Flewelling,  Robert 
Denton,  James  Gosbert,  Benjamin  Smith  and  Solomon 
Combs,  were  separately  called  up  and  examined  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Convention,  and  their  examinations  taken  in  writ- 
ing.   All  the  other  prisoners  were  then  called  up  together. 

Ordered,  That  John  P'Icwelling  be  committed  to  the 
dungeon  of  the  jail  in  Kingston,  there  to  ha  kept  until  fur- 
ther order  ;  and  that  James  Flewelling,  Elnathan  Foster, 
David  Wyat,  Solomon  Combs,  Benjamin  Smith,  Stephen 
Wood,  John  Moffatt,  Benjamin  Derby,  Timothy  Wood, 
Robert  Donlon,  James  Cosman  and  Amos  Ireland,  be  com- 
mitted to  the  empty  jail  in  this  building,  until  hirtlier  order. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  }<h.  Piatt,  Mr.  Wisner  and 
Mr.  Landon,  be  a  committee  to  examine  and  deal  with  the 
said  prisoners,  as  to  them  may  seem  meet  and  proper,  and 
to  give  such  directions  to  the  guard,  and  such  refreshment 
as  they  may  think  reasonable. 

Wednesday  AFTERNOo^f,  April  9,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — William  Smilli,  Ksii.  Presl.pro  tempore. 
Gfnl.  Scott,  I\Ir.  Jno.  Van  Cortlandt,  Col.  Stoutenhur^^ti,  .^lajor  Van 
Zandt,  JMr.  Duiiscomb,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Jay — New-York. 
Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Major  Tapper),  Col.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Rea,  Mr.  Cantine— f'/s(fr. 
Mr.  Wisner,  Col.  Allison,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith— 0;-a/i§:e. 
Mr.  Kobcrt  Yates,  Colo.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Adgate —  ■ 
Albany. 

Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Capt.  Piatt,  Mr.  Landon,  Mr-  R.  R.  Livingston — 
Dutchess. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Ncwkerk— Tri/on. 

Mr-  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr  Tredwell,  Mr.  Miller— Sw/o/fc. 
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_  Judi^e  Graham,  Col.  Drakej  Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Mor- 
ris—  Weslcliciter. 

Col.  Williams,  Major  Vivhslec—Cliarlotle. 

Colonel  Stoutcnbuigli  li.is  leave  of  absence  to  remove 
his  family  to  some  place  of  saioly. 

Mr.  Robert  11.  Livingstuu  has' leave  of  absence  till  next 
Monday  evening. 

Col.  Allison  has  leave  of  absence  for  a  week  from  the 
time  of  his  departure. 

Ordered,  That  General  .McDoiigall's  letter  of  the 
and  a  letter  from  Colo.  Dubois  to  the  coninuttce  of  ar- 
rangement, relative  to  clothing  and  arms  fur  his  regiment, 
be  committed  to  General  ^^coU,  .Mr.  Jay  and  Trcdwcll. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  John  Henry,  commissary  of  clothing 
for  this  State  at  FisliUill,  dated  yesterday,  and  directed  to 
Messrs.  Harper,  Dunscoinb  and  Newkerk,  was  read,  and 
committed  to  those  gentlemen  ;  and  that  ihev  be  directed 
to  answer  Mr.  Henry's  letter,  by  directing  him  to  apply  to 
the  Clothier-General.  And, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Mr.  John  Henry,  commissary  of  the  clothing  store  of  this 
Stale,  at  Fislikill,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  and 
take  his  receipt,  to  be  accountable  for  the  same. 

Col.  Birdsall  attending,  requested  an  answer  to  his  pe- 
tition, some  time  ago  preterred  to  the  committee  of  Dutch- 
ess county,  and  by  them  referred  to  Convention,  praying 
that  he  may  be  permuted  to  occupy  a  farm  in  tlie  said 
county  lately  occupied  by  a  disafleeied  person,  who  is  gone 
over  to  the  enemy. 

Ordered,  That  the  Colonel  be  informed  that  the  consi- 
deration of  his  petition  is  postponed  until  a  general  regula- 
tion is  made  with  respect  to  the  real  estates  of  persons  gone 
over  to  the  enemy. 

And  whereas  this  Convention  hath  in  numerous  in- 
stances permitted  the  wives  and  families  of  persons  with 
the  enemy,  to  goto  them  :  And  whereas  Lieut.  Colonel 
Benjamin  Birdsall,  a  zealous  friend  to  tiie  American  cause, 
is  very  desirous  of  removing  his  family  from  Long  island 
to  some  part  of  this  State  not  in  possession  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  commanding  otlicer  on  Long  island  to  whom  ap- 
plication for  that  purpose  hath  been  made  by  a  tlag  from 
General  McDougall,  hath  refused  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Lieut.  Colonel  Birdsall  bo  recommended 
to  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  for  his  assistance 
in  an  application  to  General  Howe,  to  permit  the  wife  and 
family  of  the  said  Colonel  Birdsall,  to  remove  accordingly. 

Whereas  the  county  of  Westchester  being  now  in  a 
great  measure  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  it  liath  become 
impracticable  to  assemble  a  county  committee  therein  ; 
therefore,  on  application  of  the  Deputies  of  the  said  county 
for  money  to  defray  the  wages  due  to  the  Deputies  of  that 
county  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
Deputies  of  Westchester  county  in  this  Convention,  or  ei- 
ther of  them,  on  account  of  the  county  of  \V'estchester,  to 
be  accounted  for  by  the  said  county  to  the  State,  and  for 
the  disposition  whereof  the  said  JJopulies  shall  be  held  to 
account  with  the  said  county,  the  sum  ol  six  hundred  pounds, 
on  account  of  the  wages  due  to  the  Deputies  who  have  been 
elected  and  represent  that  county. 

Mr.  Gilljert  Livingston,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  procure  cannon  ball  for  the  i'orts  in  the  Highlands,  de- 
livered in  a  report,  which  was  read  ;  and  tlicreujjon. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  do  contract  with  Mr. 
George  Leonard,  for  fifty  tons  ol  cannon  ball,  to  be  delivered 
between  this  and  the  first  of  November  next. 


THURSDAY  MORNING, 

Apnl  10,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — \Vm.  Smith,  Esquire,  Prrsidt  pro  tim. 
Mr.  Dun<!comb,  Mr.  Harper,  Major  Van  ZanJt,  Mr.  Jay,  Genl. 
Scott— A'cit'-  York. 
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Major  Lawrence — Queens. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Rea,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Cantinc,  Colo.  Dc  V/ia— Ulster. 
Mr.  Robt.  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colo.  Livingston— ./i/Aani/. 
Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Smith — Orani;e. 
Colo.  Williams,  Mr.  Webster— C/mr/o«e. 

Mr.  Mills,  Major  Lockwood,  Colo.  Drake,  Judge  Graham,  Mr. 
Morris —  H'entclicster. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Trcdwcll— Suffolk. 

Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Capt.  Piatt,  Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  E-  R.  Livingston — 
Dutchess. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Newkcrk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Robert  Harper,  one  of  the  late  clothing  committee, 
reported  the  following  resolution  and  draft  of  a  letter  to 
Mr.  John  Henry,  commissary  of  clothing,  (in  answer  to 
several  letters  received  from  him,)  which  were  read,  and 
agreed  to,  and  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Henry  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by directed  to  dispose  of  all  the  blankets  that  now  are,  or 
hereafter  may  come  into  the  clothing  store,  to  the  troops 
now  raising  in  this  State,  under  the  command  of  the  Co- 
lonels Van  Schaick,  Van  Cortlandt,  Gansevoort,  Dubois 
and  Henry  B.  Livingston,  at  a  reasonable  rate,  not  abaiin;? 
more  than  thirty-tliree  and  one-third  per  cent  on  the  first 
cost  of  the  same. 

"  Sir — As  there  is  now  no  clothing  committee  in  this 
State,  I  am  to  inform  you  that  in  future  you  are  to  direct 
your  lelters  to  the  President  of  this  Convention;  that  for 
such  articles  as  you  may  stand  in  need  of  fiir  the  use  of 
the  troops,  you  are  directed  to  apply  to  John  Mease,  Ebij. 
Clothier-General  at  Head-Quarters,  who  will  supply  you 
with  the  same  ;  that  Mr.  Hoskins  of  Hartford,  is  directed 
to  send  a  quantity  of  clothing  he  has  purchased  for  our 
State  to  the  care  of  John  Canfteld,  Esqr.  at  Sharon;  when 
advised  of  the  particulars,  you  will  be  informed  liiereof. 
I  am  also  to  inform  you  that  Ah'.  i\Iervin"s  account  iias  been 
accepted  and  paid,  of  which  you  will  take  notice. 

"  Having  delivered  to  the  Auditor-General  (now  absent,) 
the  accounts  of  the  clothing  which  the  several  regiments 
have  received  of  the  commillee,  you  cannot  be  furnished 
therewith  at  present,  but  on  his  return  to  this  place  thev 
shall  be  transmitted  to  you  with  all  convenient  speed. 

"  I  am,  &c.    By  order. 

•'To  Mr.  John  Henry,  Coinmissr. 

of  the  clothing  store  at  Fishkill." 

Ordered,  U'hat  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  and 
deal  with  the  prisoners  brought  to  Convention  yesterday 
by  .Major  Wisner,  be  directed  to  pay  Major  Wisner  and 
his  party  for  their  expenses  and  services  while  they  are  de- 
tained iicre,  and  that  the  said  committee  do  audit  the  ac- 
count of  the  said  parly  for  their  services  in  apprehending 
the  said  prisoners  and  bringing  them  to  this  place,  and  that 
they  report  the  same. 

Mr.  W'isner  has  leave  of  absence  to  go  home  to  remain 
there  three  days,  and  then  to  return  with  all  speed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  plan  or 
form  of  government. 

The  22nd  paranraph  was  read  ;  the  same  being  read  a 
second  time,  Mr.  Plait  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the 
words  "in  manner  following,  to  wit,"  in  the  first  part  of 
the  paragraph  be  obliterated,  and  the  word  "be"  there  in- 
serted ;  thai  the  residue  of  the  paragraph  from  the  word 
"being,"  to  ihc  end,  be  obliterated,  and  the  word.s  "by 
and  with  ihe  advice  and  consent  of  the  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court,"  inserted  in  its  stead,  so  that  the  whole  para- 
graph vvould  read  thus  :  "  That  every  civil  officer,  who, 
according  to  this  constitution  shall  not  be  eligible  by  the 
people,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  for  the  time 
being,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  judges  of 
the  supreme  court." 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this  para- 
graph be  postponed  till  the  afternoon. 
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The  23rJ  paragraph  was  read  ;  the  same  being  read  a 
»ei  orid  tiint;,somc  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

>Ir.  Jay  moved,  and  was  seconded,  tliat  the  words  "all 
judi^es  of  courts,  wliether  of  law,  equity  or  admiralty,"  be 
obirierated,  and  the  words  "  the  chancellor,  the  judges  of 
the  supreme  court,  and  the  first  judge  of  the  county  court 
in  every  county,"  inserted  in  llicir  stead. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  same  was  agreed  to, 
and  amended  accordmgly. 

The  24ih  paragraph  was  then  read  ;  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  whole  paragraph  was  unanimously  amend- 
ed, and  as  amended,  inserted  in  the  draft  of  the  said  plan. 

The  25ih  paragraph  was  then  read  ;  the  same  being  se- 
veral times  read,  and  sundry  amendments  made  thereto,  it 
■was  agreed  to. 

The  26th  paragraph  was  then  read ;  the  same  was  again 
read,  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Tlie  27ih  paragraph  was  then  proposed,  drawn,  debated, 
amended  and  inserted. 

Adjourned  till  afternoon. 

Die  Martis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  April  10,  1777. 
The  Convention  met. 

Prese.nt — Wm.  Smith,  Esq.  Pres.  pro  tern. 

Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Robert  Harper,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Genl. 
Scott — Neic-York. 

Colo.  'Williams,  Major  Webster — Charlotte. 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colo.  K.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Robert 
Yates — Albany. 

Mr.  Morris,  Maj.  Lockwood,  Mr.  Mills,  Judge  Graham,  Colo.  Drake  — 
Westchester. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Tredwell-Sii/o?fc. 
Major  Lawrence — Queens. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Major  Tnppen,  jMr.  Contine,  Mr.  Rea,  Colo.  De  Wilt — Ulster. 
Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Wisncr,  Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith— Orange. 
Mr.  Piatt,  iSIr.  Gil-  Livingston,  Mr.  Landon — Dutchess. 
Mr.  W.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore — Tryon. 

A  letter  from  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  chairman  of 
Ulster  county,  for  transporting  Continental  troops,  and  sup- 
port, attendance  and  medicnie  supplied  to  some  of  these 
Iroops  when  sick,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  commuted  to  Mr.  Gilbert  Living- 
ston, Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Josiiua  H.  Smith  and  Major 
Landon  to  report  thereon. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
22nd  paragrapli  of  the  form  or  plan  of  government,  wiiich 
was  posljioncd  this  mornuig.  The  22nd  paragraph  and  the 
amendments  proposed  thereto  this  morning  were  respec- 
tively read. 

Debates  arose  thereon;  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Convention  dissolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House. 

The  President  pro  tempore  left  the  chair. 

Mr.  Gansevoort  was  appomtod  Chairman,  and  took  the 
chair  accordingly. 

The  2-.ind  paragraph  as  drawn  in  the  plan  reported,  was 
read.  Debates  arose  thereon;  sundry  methods  were  pro- 
posed and  debated  upon. 

Mr.  Morris  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  tliat  the  sense 
of  t!ie  coiiirailtce  be  nkcn,  whether  it  would  be  wise,  that 
llie  officers  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  22nd  paragraph, 
should  be  elected  by  the  freeholders  entitled  to  ciioose 
senators  ? 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put  there- 
on, it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  manner  toUowing,  viz: 


Negative. 

New- York,   8 

Ulster,   4 

Albany   (i 

Mr.  Adgate  dissenting. 

Dutrhess,   5 

Welchester,     4 

Mr.  Lockwood  dissenting. 

27 


Jlffirmative. 

SufTolk,   4 

Charlotte,   2 

6 

Orange  divided. 


The  committee  then  arose,  and  the  President  pro  tern. 
by  order,  took  the  chair. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  reported  to  the  Con- 
vention tliat  the  committee  of  the  whole  iiouse  had  sat  on 
the  business  assigned  them,  made  some  progress  therein, 
and  prayed  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  President  informed  the  Convention  of  the  report  of 
the  said  committee. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  said  committee  liavc  leave  to  sit 
again. 

The  Convention  adjourned  till  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morn- 
inff. 


FRIDAY  MORNING, 

April  II,  1777.  ' 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Uunscomb,  Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Harper, 
Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Bancker — New-York.  '  ' 

Capt.  Piatt,  Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  G.  Livingston— DaicAcss.  '  '  ' 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Adgate,  Col.  Livingston,  Mr.  Robert  Yates — 
Albany. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller,  Blr.  Tredwell— Sw/o/fe. 

Col.  Drake,  Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Morris,  Jud?e  Gra- 
ham, Colo.  Van  Cortlandt — Westchester. 
Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Genl.  Clinton,  Major  Tappen,  :\Ir.  Cantine,  JMr.  Rea,  Col.  De  Witt— 
Ulster. 

Mr.  Jos.  H.  Smith,  Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Clarke— Orcoigc 
Mr,  Webster,  Colo.  AVilliams— C/iar/o/ic. 
Mr.  Stevens— Ci/»i6c?7a;ni. 

A  letter,  dated  April  9,  1777,  from  Lieut.  Colo.  Willet, 
of  Colonel  (iansevoort's  regiment,  relative  to  Captain 
Houston  of  the  said  regiment,  who  has  been  long  absent, 
and  it  is  said,  is  gone  over  to  the  enemy,  &c.  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  coinmiltce  of  arrangements. 

A  letter  from  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  dated  the  lOili  day  of 
April  instant,  relative  to  the  clothing  store  at  Fishkill,  and 
a  copy  of  a  return  Irom  John  Henry,  the  cloiiiing  store- 
keeper at  Fishkill,  therein  contained,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  send  to  Mr.  John  Hen- 
ry, commissary  of  the  clothing  store  of  this  Stale,  a  list 
of  the  articles  to  be  given  to  the  soldiers  as  a  bounty. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  T.  Curtenius  be  directed  to  send 
all  the  wooden  canteens  mentioned  in  his  letter  to  ..Mr.  John 
Henry  at  Fishkill,  and  that  he  directMr.  Henry  to  sell 
them  lo  the  iroops  of  this  State  at  such  price  as  to  save 
the  State  from  loss. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  John  Henry  have  as  many  knap- 
sacks made  as  he  can,  and  sell  them  to  the  iroops  of  this 
State  at  such  price  as  to  save  the  State  from  loss. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  deliver  bounty  clothing  for 
the  Continental  troops  raising  in  this  Slate,  only  to  the  or- 
der of  one  of  the  field  officers  or  quarter-master  of  each 
regiment,  and  take  receipts  for  all  such  as  he  niay  deliver. 

A  letter  from  Nancy  Van  Alen,  dated  at  Kinderhook 
the  9th  of  April  instant,  respecting  her  husband,  John  E. 
Van  Alen,  who  is  confined  in  Albany  jail,  was  read.  The 
petition  of  the  said  John  E.  Van  Alen,  dated  in  Albany 
jail  on  the  first  instant,  praying  for  liis  discharge  or  a  re- 
la.xation  of  his  confinement,  was  read. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  said  petition  and  letter  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Convention  then  resolved  into  a  commiltce  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  22d  paragraph  of  the  form  of  govern- 
menr. 

The  Vice-President  having  left  the  chair,  Mr.  Ganse- 
voort as  cliairman  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
took  the  ciiair. 

The  22d  paragraph  of  the  plan  of  government  as  for- 
merly reported  by  the  committee  for  that  purpose,  was 
read  in  the  committee. 
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Mr.  Jay  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the  whole 
of  that  paragraph  from  the  words  "to  wit,"  to  the  end  of 
the  paragraph,  be  obHlerated,  and  the  following  inserted  in 
its  stead,  viz  : 

"  The  General  Assembly  shall  once  in  every  year  open- 
ly nominate  and  appoint  one  of  tlic  Senators  from  each 
great  district,  which  senators  shall  form  a  Council  for  the 
appointment  of  the  said  olliecrs,  of  which  the  Covernor 
for  the  time  being,  or  the  Licutenant-Uovernor  or  Presi- 
dent of  tlie  Senate,  when  thcv  shall  respectively  adminis- 
ter the  government,  shall  be  President  and  have  a  casting 
voice,  but  no  other  vote  ;  and  w  ith  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  said  Council,  shall  appoint  all  the  said  ollicers  ;  and 
that  a  majority  of  the  said  Council  be  a  quorum.  And  fur- 
ther, that  tlie  same  senators  shall  not  be  eligible  to  the 
same  council  for  two  years  successively." 

Mr.  Jay,  seconded  by  Mr.  .Morris,  moved  that  the  Spea- 
ker of  the  Assembly  be  added  to  the  Council  for  the  ap- 
pointiTicnt  of  officers. 

Mr.  R.  Harper  moved  that  the  words  "  and  have  a  cast 
ing  voice  but  no  other  vote,"  be  obliterated. 

The  saine  was,  with  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  William  Harper  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Wisner,  that  the  words,  "of  which  the  Covernor  for  the 
time  being,  or  the  Lieutenant-Governor  or  President  of 
the  Senate,  when  they  shall  respectivciv  administer  the 
government,  shall  be  President,  and  have  a  casting  voice, 
but  no  other  vote,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  said," 
be  obliterated,  and  the  word  "which"  inserted  before  the 
words  "  Council  shall." 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  ])ut  on 
Mr.  Harper's  motion,  it  was  carried  m  the  negative,  in 
manner  following,  viz  : 


For  the  negative. 

Dutchess,    5 

Westclicsler,    4 

Albany,   ti 

BIr.  AHgate  dissenting. 
New-York,   S 

Genl.  Scott  and  Mr.  R.  Har- 
per dissenting. 
Ulster,   -1 

Mr.  Rea  dissenting. 

27 


For  the  affirntalivc. 

Orange  "   3 

Cliarlolle   2 

Suliolk,     4 

Tryon,   3 

12 


For  Ihe  negative. 

SulFolk,   4 

Tryon   3 

Charlotlc,   2 


The  question  was  llien  put  on  the  said  amendment  to 
that  paragraph,  moved  for  by  .Mr.  Jay,  and  carried  in  the 
aflSrmative,  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  affirmative. 

Dutchess,    •") 

New-York,   S 

Genl.  Scott  dissenting. 
Albany,   0 

Mr.  Robl.  Yales  dissenting.  9 
Westchester,    4 

Mr.  Lockwood  dissenting. 

Orange,    3 

Ulster,  4 

Mr.  Rea  dissenting. 

30 

Col.  De  Witt  then  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  ,AIr. 
Wisner,  that  ne.xt  after  the  words  "time  being,"  the  fol- 
lowing words  be  added,  viz  :  "  one  member  of  the  General 
Assembly  from  each  county  to  be  chosen  by  the  Senators." 

Debates  arose  thereon,  ami  ttic  question  bring  put  there- 
on, it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  manner  lollouing,  to 
wit : 

For  the  affirmative. 

Tryon,   3 

Charlotte,   - 

SufTolk   ■' 

Orange,  


For  the  negative. 

Dutcl\e"^s,   5 

Wr^Ichc-tcT  4 

Maj  Lockwood  (!is*-rntin£r. 
New-Vork  8 


—       Aitiany   G  i 

12  Mr.  Uobt.  YbIcs  dissent- 

ing. 

Ulster  4 

Mr.  Rea  and  Col.  De  Wilt 
dissenUng. 

27 


For  the  ncgiilire. 

Charlotte,  ~   2 

Tryon   3 

SuM'olk,   4 

Orange,   3 

12 


Mr.  Robt.  Harper  then  moved  that  the  word  "  imme- 
diately "  be  inserted  before  the  word  "  eligible  ;"  the  same 
was  agreed  to,  and  inserted  accordingly. 

The  22d  paragraph  as  amended  was  then  read  for  the 
question  ;  and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  following,  viz: 
For  the  affirmative. 

Westchester,   4 

Mr  Lockwood  dissenting. 

New-York,  8 

Genl.  Scott  dissenting. 

Dm  chess,   5 

Albany,  () 

Mr.  K.  Yates  dissenting. 

ULster,  4 

Colo.  De  Wilt  and  3Ir. 
Rea  dissenting. 

27 

The  coinmittce  then  adjourned. 

The  committee  of  the  whole  House  having  arisen,  the 
President  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  re- 
ported the  proceedings  of  the  said  committee,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  delivered  m  at  the  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  whole  Plouse  be  postponed  until  the 
afternoon. 

Dii3  VENEras,  4  ho.  P.  M.  April  11,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.  Vice-Prest. 
Mr.  Robert  Harper,  y.r.  Duiiscomb,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Van 
Corllandl,  Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Bcekman,  Major  Van  Zandt— .Vm-l'or/c. 
Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Genl.  Clinton,  Colo.De  Witt,  Mr.  Cantine,  Blajor  Tappen.  Mr.  Rea — 
Ulster. 

Mr.  Robt.  Yates,  Colo.  P.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Ad- 
gate — --llbany. 

Mr.  Plait,  .Major  Landon.  IMr.  Gil.  Livingston — Dutchess. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  !Moore,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 
Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Mr.  Clarke — Orange. 
Mr.  Tredwcll,  Mr.  .Miller,  Mr.  Smith— SuJ/b/fc. 

Judge  Graham,  Mr.  ."Mills,  Major  Lockwood.  Mr.  .Morris,  Col.  Van 
Corllandl,  Col.  Drake— ircs/fAcs/er. 
Major  Webster,  Col.  Williams — Charlotte. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

The  petition  of  James  Webster,  David  Crane  and  Usal 
Crane,  manufactuiers  of  saltpetre,  praying  an  exemption  of 
militia  duly,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  laljle. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  dated  9th  April, 
1777,  enclosing  the  affidavits  of  John  Van  Den  Bergh,  Pe- 
ter Waldron,  and  others,  relative  to  a  dangerous  conspiracy 
of  a  number  of  disalfected  persons  in  the  county  ol  Albany, 
together  with  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  John  Younglove,  of 
(Cambridge,  directed  to  John  Barclay,  Esquire,  chairman, 
relative  to  one  John  Munro,  sent  by  the  committee  of  Al- 
bany, to  be  confined  at  this  place,  and  who  is  charged  with 
enlisting  men  under  General  Howe,  were  read  and  filed. 

The  said  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz  : 

"  Alb.iny  Committee  Cha.mder,  ? 

"  91  h  Jpl.  1777.  i 

"  Gent. — From  the  enclosed  affidavits  you  will  observe 
that  a  conspiracy  of  a  dangerous  nature,  is  carrying  on  in 
this  county  by  a  number  of  persons,  inany  of  whom  have 
lung  since  been  considered  as  enemies  to  our  cause,  and 
as  such  have  been  treated.  E.xperience  has  taught  us  that 
banishing  disaffected  persons  out  of  this  State,  to  a  neigh- 
bouring one,  answers  no  good  end  ;  keeping  them  among 
us  we  are  apprehensive  will  prove  our  rum.  Lenity,  in- 
stead of  having  its  due  weight,  is  construed  by  those  peo- 
ple in  a  diffi^rent  sense  ;  they  insimiale  we  are  afraid  to 
pursue  more  spirited  incnsures,  end  assure  their  hearers 
the  affair  will  soon  be  settled.  These  and  other  artful  argu- 
ments have  great  effect  on  weak  minds.    The  apprehension 
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f  ihc  savages  attacking  such  of  our  defenceless  inhabitants 
will  liol  accede  to  their  tory  plan,  a  piece  of  iiitclliiicnce 
iiKliisif'""^'y  propogalcd  at  a  time  the  Indians  have  really 
coinineiiced  liosiiliiies,  makes  many  proselytes  to  their 
measures. 

"  By  a  resolution  of  Convention,  persons  aiding  or  as- 
jisling  our  enemies  are  to  sutler  dcaili.  There  has  not 
been  a  time  since  the  commenceiit  of  these  troubles,  that 
required  a  law  to  carry  this  resohilion  into  execution  more 
than  the  present.  Our  jails  are  full — if  banished,  they 
are  returned — punishment  we  can  not  inflict — among  us 
lliey  ought  not  to  be.  In  this  our  alarming  situation,  we 
must  call  on  Convention  for  their  dircclion,  and  hope  they 
will  devise  ways  and  means  to  relieve  us  from  those  more 
llian  pesls  to  society.  Permit  us  to  suggest  to  Convention 
a  mode  that  we  conceive  migiit  effectually  remove  those 
eneuiies  from  among  us.  We  :ue  informed  a  number  of 
French  armed  vessels  are  arrived  in  some  of  our  ports  ;  if 
our  tory  neighbours  were  exchanged  for  as  many  of  their 
sailors,  a  number  of  useful  men  might  be  engaged  for  our 
ships,  and  our  internal  enemies  removed.  The  punish- 
ment would  strike  a  terror  in  others,  who  would  not  per- 
haps in  future  exert  themselves  so  strenuously  in  so  bad  a 
cause  ;  such  an  exile  would  perhaps  be  looked  upon  as  more 
terrible  than  a  New-England  one,  and  have  a  good  effect. 
If  such  a  plan  could  not  be  adopted,  would  not  the  holding 
up  the  idea  answer  a  good  end  ? 

"  The  committee  have  taken  the  liberty  to  send  John 
Munro,  Esq.  a  prisoner  in  this  city,  to  be  confined  in  King- 
ston jail.  The  letter  from  Jolm  Younglove,  Esq.  chairman 
of  Cambridge  district,  herewith  sent,  will,  we  hope,  justify 
this  measure. 

"  The  committee  have  caused  James  Hewetson  to  be 
apprehended,  (formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the  regular  service,) 
tiie  tory  colonel  mentioned  in  one  of  the  atfidavits  herewith 
sent. 

"  Parties  are  in  pursuit  of  such  other  of  the  ringleaders 
that  are  discovered. 

"  The  obvious  necessity  of  the  ditection  of  Convention, 
will,  we  hope,  apologise  for  our  requesting  their  immediate 
answer. 

"  We  are,  gentlemen, 

"Your  most  obt.  humble  servts. 
"  By  order, 
"JOHN  B.\RCLAY,  Chairman. 
"  N.  13.  Several  of  the  deponents,  whose  affidavits  you 
have  licrewiih,  arc  treeholders,  people  frightened  by  the 
artifice  of  villains  who  have  been  indefatigable  in  propo- 
gating  talcs  to  further  their  hellish  schemes." 

Ordered,  That  Lieutenant  Robert  (iray  do  immediately 
confine  John  Munro,  Esquire,  in  Kingston  jail,  and  that 
tlie  keeper  of  the  said  jail  keep  him  in  safe  custody  till  fur- 
ther order.  And, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Kingston  put  a  suffi- 
cient and  convenient  fence  before  the  jail  in  Kingston,  so 
as  to  prevent  a  too  great  communication  with  the  prisoners 
in  jail. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  lake  into  consideration  the 
report  of  the  cominiiiee  of  the  whole  House,  made  this 
morning,  which  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
viz : 

"That  every  civil  officer  who,  according  to  this  consti- 
tution, shall  not  be  immediately  eligible  by  the  people, 
shall  be  appointed  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 

"  The  General  Assembly  shall  once  in  every  year  openly 
nominate  and  appoint  one  of  the  senators  Irom  each  great 
district,  which  senators,  together  wiih  the  .Speaker  of  the 
Assembly  for  the  time  being,  shall  form  a  Council  for  the 
appointment  of  the  said  officers,  of  which  the  Governor,  for 
the  lime  being,  or  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  President 
of  the  Senate,  when  they  shall  respectively  administer  the 
government,  shall  be  President,  and  have  a  casting  voice, 
but  no  other  vole  ;  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
said  Council,  shall  appoint  all  the  said  officers  ;  and  that  a 


majority  of  tlic  said  Council  be  a  quorum.    And  further, 
that  the  same  senators  shall  not  lie  eligible  to  the  said 
Council  for  two  years  successively." 
The  same  being  read, 

Mr.  Jay  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  ^lorris,  that 
from  the  beginning  of  the  paragraph  lo  the  word  "  people  " 
inclusive,  be  obliterated,  and  the  words  "  that  all  civil  offi- 
cers, other  than  those  who  by  this  consiiuuiou  ;ue  directed 
to  be  otherwise  appointed,"  there  inserted. 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  the  same  was  aL;iced  to. 

The  next  sentence  of  the  report,  as  tar  as  the  words 
"  appoint  all  the  said  officers  "  included,  was  then  read  for 
consideration. 

The  same  being  read  a  second  lime,  Mr.  liohfit  Vales 
moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the  residue  of  Uic  s  ud  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  afier  iho  wi.nis 
"  the  General  Assembly  shall,"  be  rejected,  and  tlui  ihc 
following  words  be  adopted  in  its  stead,  viz  : 

"For  every  office,  by  a  vole  or  resolve,  nominate  two 
persons,  and  the  Senate  also  two  persons,  out  of  which 
number  the  Governor  lor  the  lime  being,  shall  choose,  ap- 
point and  commission  one  of  the  number  so  nominated,  the 
person  whom  he  judges  best  qualified  ;  provided  that  when- 
ever it  shall  be  judged  necessary  to  appoint  or  alter  the 
magistrates  of  any  of  the  counties  of  this  State,  that  the 
Assembly  shall  make  out  a  roll  of  the  persons  thev  may 
judge  qualified  for  the  office  ;  and  the  Senate  shall  also 
make  out  a  roll  of  the  number  of  persons  they  may  judge 
qualified  for  the  said  office,  and  out  of  the  list  of  the  per- 
sons contained  in  the  said  rolls,  the  Governor  for  the  lime 
being  shall  appoint  and  commission  as  many  as  he  may 
judge  best  qualified  for  the  magistracy." 

So  that  the  whole  paragraph  may  read  thus  ; 

"  That  all  officers  other  than  those  who  by  this  constitu- 
tion are  directed  to  be  otherwise  appointed,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed in  the  manner  following,  to  wit  : 

"  The  General  Assembly  shall  for  every  office,  by  a  vote 
or  resolve,  nominate  two  persons,  and  the  Senate  also  two 
persons,  out  of  which  number  the  Governor  for  the  time 
being,  shall  choose,  appoint  and  commission  one  of  the 
number  so  nominated,  the  person  whom  he  judges  best 
qualified  ;  provided  that  whenever  it  shall  be  judged  neces- 
sary to  appoint  or  alter  the  magistracy  of  any  of  the  coun- 
ties of  this  Slate,  that  the  Assembly  shall  make  out  a  roll 
of  the  persons  iliey  may  judge  qualified  for  the  office,  and 
the  Senate  shall  also  make  out  a  roll  of  the  number  of 
persons  they  may  judge  qualified  for  the  said  office,  and 
out  of  the  list  of  persons  contained  in  the  said  rolls,  the 
Governor  for  the  lime  being,  shall  appoint  and  commission 
as  many  as  he  may  judge  best  qualified  for  the  magis- 
tracy." 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put  there- 
on, it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  manner  following,  to 
wit : 


For  the  affinnnticc. 

Sufloll,-   4 

CharloUe,     2 

Tr3on,   ?• 

Oransc,  ..   3 

Mr.  Smilti  iJibst'nlin!^. 


12 


Albanj-  divided. 


For  the  negative. 

Dutchess,    .5 

Westchester,   4 

New-Yorli  H 

Mr.  Banclicr,  Genl.  i^cott 
and  Mr.  Harper,  di.'.sent- 
ing. 

Ulster,   4 

Colo,  fie  Witt  and  Mr. 
Rea  dissenting. 

21 

Thereupon  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Treadwell  then  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
William  Harper,  that  every  officer  intended  lo  be  a])poinl- 
ed  by  virtue  of  the  22d  paragraph,  be  appointed  by  act  of 
the  Legislature. 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative. 

The  said  sentence  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ilie 
whole  House,  was  then  again  read,  and  the  question  put 
whether  llie  Convention  agrees  with  their  committee,  it 
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was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  tiie  manner  following,  to 
wit : 

For  the  affirmative.  For  the  negative. 

Westchester,   4       Suffolk   4 

Ulster,   4       Tryon   3 

Colo.  I)e    'Witt  anil  Mr.  Oraim'.-,   3 

Ilea  dissenting.  Charlotte,   - 

New-York,     

Gent.  Scott  ilisseniin?.  12 

Dutchess,  ,   5 

—  Albany  diviiled. 

21 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  SABBxVTI,  9  no.  a.  m. 

April  12,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Ksf).  I'ice-President. 
Mr.  Beckm^n,  .Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  lianckcr,  Mr.  Jay.  Mr.  Van  Cort- 
landt, Major  Van  CortlanJt,  .Mr.  Robtrt  Harper — yew-Yurk. 
Major  Lawrence— Qufi  iis. 

Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Caniine.  .Mr.  Rca,  Colo.  Dc  Witt— r/s(i.r. 

Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Robert  Yates,  Mr.  Ganscvoort — .Itbnny. 

Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  .Mr.  Lamlon.  .\Ir.  VIM—  Dutchess. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  W.  Harper,  Mr.  Ncwkei  k  — Trv.);i. 

Mr.  Jos.  H.  Smith,  I\Ir.  Clark— Or,n,i.-.r. 

Mr.  Trcdwell,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller- .^iz/o/fc. 

Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Mills,  Colo.  l)r;ike,  Major  Lockwood,  Jlr. 
Morris,  Judge  Graham — \\'estchestt.r. 

Major  Webster,  Colo.  Williams — Charloite. 
.   Mr.  Stevens — Cumbci  land. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Tryon  county,  dated  on 
the  2nd  of  April,  signed  by  ^^anulel  Clyde,  chairman,  was 
received  and  read. 

Several  of  the  letters  therein  referred  to  (which  are 
eighteen  in  number)  were  read. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Tryon  county,  dated  the 
7th  day  of  April  instant,  and  signed  by  Jolin  Eiscnlord, 
their  secretary,  was  also  read. 

A  letter  from  Frederick  Fisher  and  John  Eiscnlord,  two 
of  the  commissioners  for  receivini,'  and  disposing  of  the  ef- 
fects of  persons  gone  over  to  tlic  enemy,  from  Tryun  coun- 
ty, dated  the  Sih  of  April,  requcstinij  directions  as  to  the 
execution  of  those  resolves,  was  also  read. 

Ordered,  That  all  the  said  letters  and  ]iapers  he  referred 
to  Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Colo.  Wiiliams  and  .Mr.  W.  Harper, 
to  report  thereon. 

The  committee  on  ]\Iajor  Winner's  pay  roll,  delivered  in 
their  report,  which  was  read,  and  agreed  to,  and  is  as  lol- 
lovvs,  viz  : 

"  That  the  said  major,  and  the  parly  under  his  comniasd, 
have  exerted  themselves  in  apprehending  a  number  of  per- 
sons, dangerous  and  disatfocted  to  ihe  liljcrlies  of  Ameri- 
ca, and  therefore,  that  the  sum  of  fc.rty-ilu-ee  pounds  ten 
shillings  and  six  pence  ought  to  be  jiaiJ  tlicm  as  a  gratuity 
to  reimburse  them  their  c.vpenscs,  as  also  for  their  en- 
couragement in  future  to  turn  out  on  special  occasions." 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  pay  to  Henry  W'isner, 
Esq.  the  said  sum  of  forty-three  pmuids  ten  sluilui^s  and 
sixpence,  to  be  by  him  delivered  to  the  said  .Major  W'lsner, 
anrl  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ad^alc,  .Mr.  Webster  and  Mr. 
Newkerk,  he  a  committee  to  examine,  and  report  on  tiie 
pay  and  subsistence  rolls  of  Capt.  Bradt's  company  of 
rangers. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of  iho  report 
of  tlie  commiltee  of  tlic  wl.ole  house  on  the  "-.^nd  para- 
graph of  the  plan  of  government. 

The  last  sentence  but  one  ot  the  report  was  read  and 
agreed  to. 

The  last  sentence  was  then  read  and  agreed  to. 
The  whole  report  of  the  s.n.i  committee  of  the  whole 
liouse  being  read  as  amended,  and  the  question  put  ihere- 
220 


on,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  following, 
viz  : 

For  the  affirmative.  For  the  negative. 

Westchester,   4       Charlotte,   2 

Dutchess   5       Tryon,   3 

New-York  8       Sullolk,    4 

Mr   Robt.  Harper  dissent-  Albany,   6 

ing.  Mr.  Gansevoort  dissenting. 

Ulster,   4  _ 

Mr.  Rea  dissenting.  15 
—  Orange  divided. 

21 

Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  agree  in  the  said  report 
of  their  committee  as  amended,  whicli  is  as  follows,  to 
wit : 

"  Tliat  all  officers  other  than  those  who  by  this  constitu- 
tion are  directed  to  be  otherwise  appointed,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed in  the  manner  following,  to  wit :  Tiic  General  As- 
sembly shall  once  in  every  year  openly  nominate  and  ap- 
point one  of  the  senators  from  each  great  district,  wliich 
senators,  together  with  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  for 
the  time  being,  shall  form  a  Council  for  the  appointment  of 
the  said  officers,  of  which  tlie  Governor  for  the  time  being, 
or  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  the  President  of  the  .Senate, 
when  they  shall  repectively  adnuiiister  the  government, 
shall  be  President,  and  have  a  casling  voice,  but  110  other 
vote;  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  said  Council 
shall  appoint  all  the  said  officers;  and  that  a  majority  of 
the  said  Council  be  a  quorum  :  And  further,  that  tlie  same 
senators  shall  not  be  eligible  to  the  said  Council  for  two 
years  successively."' 

In  order  that  the  connection  of  the  paragraphs  be  recol- 
lected, 

Ordered,  That  the  paragraphs  next  following,  which 
have  been  agreed  to,  be  read. 

On  reading  the  23rd  paragraph,  Mr.  Tredwell  gave  no- 
tice that  he  intends,  on  ftlonday  next,  to  move  for  a  recon- 
sideration of  ihe  said  23rd  paragrapli. 

The  a  ith,  25lh,  C6th  and  27ih  paragraphs  were  then  re- 
spectively read  for  information  and  recollection. 

The  2Sth  paragraph  was  then  read  for  consideration. 

The  same  being  read  a  second  time,  !\Ir.  Tredwell 
moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  after  the  words  originate 
in  tlie"  the  word  "  Senate"  be  struck  out,  and  the  words, 
"General  Assembly"  there  inserted;  and  that  after  the 
words,  "  amendment  of  the,"  the  words  "  General  Assem- 
bly"' be  struck  out  and  the  word  "  Senate"  inserted  in  tiieir 
stead. 

Debates  arose  thereon  ;  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  resolve  itself  into  a 
commiltee  of  the  whole  liouse  on  the  said  2Slli  para- 
graph. 

The  President,  by  order,  left  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ganse- 
voort,  by  order,  took  the  chair  as  chairman. 

The  28ih  paragraiph  was  then  read  in  commiltee. 

Debates  arose  thereon;  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
.Mr.  Morris  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  all  that  part  of 
the  paragraph  which  follows  the  word,  "  annually  appoint- 
ed," be  obliterated,  and  the  following  inserted  in  its  stead  : 
— "  as  follows,  to  wit :  The  Senate  and  Assembly  shall 
each  openly  nominate  as  many  persons  as  shall  be  equal  to 
the  wiiole  number  of  Delegates  to  be  appoiiilcd  ;  after 
which  nomination  they  shall  meet  together,  and  those  per- 
sons named  on  both  lists  shall  be  Delegates;  and  out  of 
those  persons,  whose  names  are  not  on  both  lists,  one-iialf 
shall  be  chosen  by  the  joint  ballots  of  the  senators  and 
members  of  Assembly,  so  met  together  as  aforesaid." 

The  original  paragraph  was  then  read,  and  being  again 
read,  agreeable  to  the  proposed  amendments,  was  agreed  to, 
and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  That  Delegates,  to  represent  this  State  in  the  General 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  be  annually 
appointed,  as  follows,  to  wit :  The  Senate  and  Assembly 
shall  each  openly  nominate  as  many  persons  as  shall  be 
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eu«ial  to  the  whole  number  of  Delegates  to  be  appointed  ; 
afiiT  "b'cb  nomination,  they  shall  meet  together,  and 
llio-c  persons  named  in  both  lists  shall  be  Dek'uate.s  ;  and 
out  of  those  persons  whose  names  are  not  on  both  lists, 
one  half  shall  be  chosen  by  the  joint  ballots  of  the  sena- 
tors and  members  of  Assembly,  so  met  together  as  afore- 
said-" 

Mr.  Tredwell  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  an 
amendment  be  made,  declaring  that  "the  seals  of  all  De- 
legates to  Congress,  appointed  or  elected  out  of  either 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  shall  be  thereby  vacated." 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  the  same  was  rejerted. 

The  whole  paragraph,  as  amended,  was  then  read  and 
approved  of,  and  agreed  to  be  reported. 

The  commitue  arose,  and  the  President  took  the  chair. 
Mr.  Gansevoort  reported  the  proceedings  of  the  commit- 
tee, which  he  rend  in  his  place  and  delivered  in  at  the  ta- 
ble, where  the  same  was  again  read ;  the  same  being 
again  read,  and  the  question  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative,  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  affirmative.  For  the  negative. 

New- York,  8      Tryon,  3 

Westctiester,    4  j>h.  Newkerk  dissenting. 

Ulster,   4       Charlotte,  2 

Dutchess,    5  — 

Suffolk,   4  5 

Orange,  3 

28 

Thereupon,  the  said  2Sth  paragraph,  as  amended,  was 
agreed  to,  and  by  order  inserted  m  the  draft  of  tlic  plan  of 
government. 

The  29th  paragraph  being  read,  by  order  was  oblite- 
rated, so  that  the  next  paratrraph  became  the  29th. 

The  next  paragraph,  bemg  marked  29th,  was  read  and 
agreed  to. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  SOLIS,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

April  13,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt.  Esq.  Vice-President. 
Mr.  Von  Corllandt,  Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunsconib,  Major  Van 
Zandt,  Genl.  Scott,  iMr.  Jay,  Mr.  Beckman — New-York. 
Colo.  Dc  Wilt.  Major  Tapnen — Vhter. 
Mr.  Clark,  .Mr.  Jos.  H.  SmM\— Orange. 

Mr.  Pobt.  Vales,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  3Ir.  Adgate,  Colo.  Van  Rensse- 
laer—.4/6aiy. 

Mr.  LanJon — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Newkerk,  .Mr.  .Aloere,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper — Tryon. 
Mr.  Stevens— Ci/mtfr/anif. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,.  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Miller— Siy/o//c. 
Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Lockwood,  Mr.  MiUs,  Mr.  Morris—  West- 
Chester. 

Major  Webster,  Colo.  Williams— CAar/o/fc. 

A  letter  from  James  Duane,  Esquire,  dated  at  Mama- 
colting,  instant,  informing  of  a  valuable  lead  mine, 

and  on  the  subject  of  salt  and  sulphur,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  separate  committees  for  directing 
assays  on  the  making  of  salt,  and  prosecuting  assays  on 
sulphur  and  lead  ores,  be  consolidated  ;  and  that  Mr. 
Duane's  letter  be  committed  to  that  committee  to  report 
ihereon. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Henry  Benson,  with  the  armed  ves- 
sel belonging  to  this  State,  under  his  command,  do  proceed 
to  the  city  of  Albany  to  convey  to  that  place  the  Continen- 
tal gunpowder  arrived  at  this  place,  for  the  use  of  the  Con- 
tinental troops. 

'['he  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  form  of  government. 

The  30th  paragraph  was  read  twice,  and  the  same  then 
being  read  in  short  sentences,  and  amended  with  consent, 
was  agreed  to  by  sentences.  The  same  as  amended  was 
again  read,  and  agreed  to. 


Sunday  Afternoon,  April  13,  1777. 
The  Convention  met. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Esq.  rirc-Presiilcnt. 
Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  lianckcr.  Mr.  beeknian,  Cent.  Scott, 
Mr.  Van  Zandl — Mew-York. 

Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 
Col.  De  Witt,  Major  Tappen— !7/iicr. 

Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Robert  Yates,  Mr.  Ganse- 
voort— Jllbany. 

Mr.  Landon — Dutchess. 

Colo.  Williams,  iMajor  Webster — Charlotte. 

Mr.  Clarke,  Jos.  II.  Smith- Oru/iije. 

Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller— .^.-/-/c/t. 
Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Mills,  Major  Lockwood— llVsU/ics/cr. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

The  committee  appointed  to  audit  the  accounts  of  John 
A.  Bradl,  late  a  captain  of  a  company  of  rangers,  reported 
on  the  said  accounts.  The  report  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  recommitted. 

The  Convention  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
31st  paragraph  of  the  draft  of  a  plan  of  governmeiU.  Tiie 
same  was  read,  and  again  read  by  sentences  ;  the  first  sen- 
tence being  read.  General  Scott  moved,  and  was  seconded, 
that  the  whole  of  the  first  sentence  be  obliterated,  and  the 
following  words  inserted  in  its  stead,  viz  : 

"  That  the  power  of  impeaching  all  officers  for  mai  and 
corrupt  conduct  in  their  respective  offices,  be  vested  in 
the  representatives  of  the  people  in  General  .\ssemb!y  ; 
but  that  it  shall  always  be  necessary  that  two-third  parts  of 
the  members  present  shall  consent  to  and  agree  in  such 
impeachment." 

The  same  being  several  times  read,  and  the  question  put 
thereon,  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  that  sentence  or- 
dered to  be  inserted  instead  of  the  first  sentence  as  it  stood. 

The  second  sentence  was  then  read.  A  motion  was  then 
made  and  seconded,  that  the  words  "  or  sentence "  be 
obliterated  ;  that  the  words  "  three-fourth"  be  obliterated, 
and  the  words  "two-third"  inserted  in  their  stead  ;  and 
that  the  words  "  who  assisted  at  the  trial  "  be  obliterated, 
and  that  the  words  "  then  present "  be  inserted  in  their 
stead. 

The  said  amendments  were  respectively  agreed  to,  and 
inserted  accordingly. 

The  next  sentence  being  read,  in  the  words  following, 
viz  :    [Not  inserted.] 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  seconded  by  Messrs.  Jay 
and  Scott,  that  the  said  sentence  be  amended  in  manner 
following,  viz  : 

"But  the  party  so  convicted  shall  be  nevertheless  liable 
and  subject  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment  and  punishment, 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  land." 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  the  same  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  paragragli  amended  accordingly. 

The  last  sentence  was  read,  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit :    [Not  inserted  ] 

Sundry  amendments  were  moved  and  seconded,  by 
Messrs.  Yates,  Jay  and  Scott,  which  being  severally  re- 
duced to  writing  and  read,  are  in  the  words  following,  viz  : 

"And  it  is  further  Ordained,  That  in  every  trial  on  im- 
peachment or  indictment  for  crimes  or  misdemeaiicrs,  the 
party  impeached  or  indicted  shall  be  allowed  counsel,  as  in 
civil  actions." 

The  same  being  several  times  read,  was  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  he  inserted  in  lieu  of  the  last  sentence. 

The  said  31st  paragraph  as  amended  was  then  read,  in 
ihc  words  following,  to  wit :    [Not  inserted.] 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  aijrecd  to. 

The  32nd  paragraph  was  tiien  read,  and  left  for  further 
consideration. 

The  33rd  paratrraph,  hitherto  marked  32d,  was  then 
read  ;  and  the  34lh,  hitherto  marked  the  33rd,  was  read. 
General  Scott  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Jay,  that 
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the  words  "  or  place  "  be  inserted  after  tlie  words  "  military  I  Webster,  a  committee  appointed  to  audit  tlic  said  accounts. 


office,"  The  same  was  agreed  to,  and  inserted  accordingly 
The  35th  paragrapii,  hitherto  marked  the  U  Uli,  was  then 
read.  The  3Gth  paragrapii,  hitherto  counted  to  be  the  aoili, 
was  then  read,  and  postponed  tor  fuiiher  consideration. 


DIE 


LUN/E,  10  no.  A.  M. 

Apil  14, 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PRESENT— Pierre  Van  Cortlamlt,  £.i<\.  i'icc-Prcsidcnt. 
Mr.  Banclcer,  .Mr.  Dunscoiiib,  .Maiur         Zaniit,  .Mr.  Van  CorUanclt, 
Mr.  Robert  Harper,  .Mr.  Jay,  , Mr.  Btekiuan— -V€n->'or/t. 
Mr.  Newkerk,  iMr.  Moore,  .Mr.  Harper— Tn/on. 

Mr.  Mills,  Colo.  Van  CortlanJt,  Mr.  Morris,  Major  Lockwood—IFcs/- 
chester. 

Mr.  Rob.  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  JMr.  Adgate— 
Albany. 

Mr.  Landon — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Tredwcll,  Mr.  Hobart,  .Mr.  W.  Smith— Su/o/fc. 

Major  Webster,  Colo.  'VVilliaius— C/iaWo(/e. 

Col.  De  Wm— Lister. 

Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Jos.  SmhU—Orange. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Morris  produced  a  draft  of  Horatio  Gates,  Major- 
General,  on  IMajor-Genl.  MitHin,  Quarter- .Master-General, 
or  his  deputy  at  Philadelphia,  which  was  read,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  viz  : 

"  Esopus,  \-Uh  Jlpril,  1777. 

"Sir — Pay  unto  the  Treasurer  of  tiie  Stale  of  New- 
York,  or  his  order,  one  hundred  dollars,  for  so  much  ad- 
vanced by  him  to  George  Hurl  and  Nicholas  Bowers,  wa- 
gon-masters, who  are  returning  with  a  brigade  of  wagons 
to  Philadelphia,  having  delivered  powder  brought  from 
thence. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

"HORATIO  GATES, 

"  Major-General. 

"To  Major-Genl.  Mifflin,  Q.  ^\.  G. 

or  tiis  deputy  at  Philadelphia." 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  8tate  pay  the  said 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  to  George  Hurt  and  Nicholas 
Bowers,  wagon-masters  from  Philadelphia,  taking  their  re- 
ceipt for  the  same  ;  that  he  debit  ihc  Continent  for  that  sum 
and  forward  the  said  draft  to  the  Quarter- .Master-General 
or  his  deputy  for  payment,  and  on  receipt  thereof  credit 
the  same. 

The  petition  of  Duncan  McConnelly,  setting  fortli  that 
he  formerly  deserted  from  the  enemy's  service  ;  that  he  is 
well  afTected  to  ihis  State,  and  witliout  anv  cause  whatever, 
is  confined  as  a  disafFccled  person,  and  praying  to  be  heard. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  tlie  com- 
mitlee  appointed  lately  to  hear  tlie  prisoners  brought  to  this 
place  by  Major  Wisner,  viz:  iMr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Wisner  and 
Mr.  Landon. 

A  pay  roll  of  a  company  of  ranscrs  lately  commanded 
by  Capt.  John  A.  Bradt,  from  the  4th  day  of  Februarv  last, 
to  the  first  day  of  April  instant  inclusive,  amountinir  to  the 
sum  of  £22-i  &s.  Oil.  and  a  subsistence  roll  of  tlie  said 
company  for  the  time  aforesaid,  amounting  to  £\bC)  Is.  dd. 
sworn  to  by  ihe  said  Capt.  Bradi,  before  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent to  be  just  and  true  rolls,  cohtaininsj-  the  names  of  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  otlicers  and  privates  of  the  said 
company  who  arc  actually  in  service,  were  exhibited  for 
payment.  Therewith  was  also  exhibited  a  muster  roll  of 
the  said  company,  with  a  particular  athdavit  of  the  said 
Capt.  Bradt,  sworn  before  the  Vice-President,  endorsed 
thereon,  that  it  is  a  just  and  true  muster  roil  of  tlic  said 
company,  containing  the  names,  rank,  lime  of  enlistment, 
their  reenlisiment,  absenting  themselves  or  discharged  from 
the  said  company. 

On  the  back  of  the  said  pay  roll  is  endorsed  a  certificate 
of  Benjamin  Newkerk,  Mattliew  Adgate  and  Alexander 


that  they  have  examined  the  said  pay  roll  and  the  subsis- 
tence roll  thereto  annexed,  and  allow'tlie  sum  of  .L'221  (is. 
Od.  for  pay,  and  the  further  sum  of  .L'I5(i  7.v.  5i/.  for  sub- 
sistence, to  John  A.  Bradt  and  his  company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  pay  to  Capt. 
John  A.  Bradt  the  said  sum  of  £'224  64-.  Od.  fur  jiay  due 
to  his  company,  and  the  further  sum  of  7.v.  tor 

subsistence  due  to  the  said  company,  amounliiii,'  loi:ether, 
to  the  sum  of  £"380  13s.  5d.  taking  his  receipt  tur  tlie 
same  ;  and  that  the  Treasurer  file  the  muster  roll  of  tlie 
said  company  this  day  sworn  to  as  aforesaid,  witii  the  said 
pay  roll. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  and  report  on  the 
letter  of  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmakcr,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Ulster  county,  dated  the  8th  instant,  delivered  in 
their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  said  letter  was  then  again  read,  and  is  as  follows, 
viz  : 

"In  Committee  of  Ihe  County  of  Ulster,  ? 

"  Jlpril  8th,  1777.  ) 
"  To  the  Honourable  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New-York  : 

"  Gentlemen — There  are  sundry  accounts  laid  before 
this  committee  by  persons  who  live  within  this  county,  of 
expenses  that  have  accrued  for  transporting  some  of  the 
Continental  troops  witli  their  baggage  ;  also  lor  entertain- 
ing, nursing  and  doctoring  such  of  the  sick  of  said  troops 
as  could  not  be  moved.  As  many  of  the  persons  who  pro- 
duced such  accounts,  are  in  low  circumstances,  iliey  can 
not  afford  to  lie  out  of  their  money,  and  this  comiTiittee  is 
of  opinion  they  should  not,  as  they  were  moved  with  sucli 
tenderness  as  to  commiserate  with  the  distressed  and  indi- 
gent, most  of  whom  were  lousy  and  in  wretched  circum- 
stances. This  committee  begs  that  the  Honourable  Con- 
vention will,  in  their  wisdom,  devise  some  mode  by  which 
such  accounts  may  be  discharged,  as  the  good  of  the  public 
service  in  some  degree  depends  on  it.  If  it  is  acreeable 
to  the  Honourable  Convention,  this  committee  will,  after 
examining  such  accounts,  pay  them  out  of  the  public  money 
they  have  borrowed  from  this  Slate,  provided  they  shall 
have  the  several  sums  reimbursed  to  them  again,  (jenile- 
men,  your  speedy  answer  to  the  above  will  much  oblige 
your  very  humble  servants. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee. 
(Signed,)       "  CORNS.  C.  SCHOONMAKER, 

"  Chairman." 

The  said  report  being  again  read,  (in  one  instance 
amended,)  adopted  and  agreed  to  as  the  act  ot  this  Con- 
vention, is  in  the  words  following,  viz  : 

Re.solveJ,  Th.at  the  committee  of  the  county  of  Ulster 
be  informed,  that  the  Quarter-Mastcr-General  of  the  Con- 
tinental army,  or  any  of  his  deputies,  pay  all  the  charges 
that  accrue  in  transporting  Continental  troops  and  their 
baggage,  upon  certificates  being  produced  of  tlic  service 
performed  ;  and  that  the  Director-General  of  the  hospital 
in  either  of  the  departments,  will  pay  all  reasonable  ac- 
counts for  entertaining  and  nursing  any  of  the  sick  sol- 
diers belonging  to  the  Continental  army. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
five  Indian  c.iiefs,  dated  at  Oneoghr|iiaga,  on  the  first  day 
ot  .March  last,  and  the  letter  from  Colo.  Jolin  Harper  o'f 
the  lOlh  of  March,  together  with  Colo.  Harper's  account, 
brought  in  their  report  on  the  said  letters  and  account. 

The  said  letters  were  respectively  read,  and  are  as  fol- 
lows, viz  : 

"  Cherry  Valley,  March  10,  1777. 

"  Gentlemen — I  take  this  opportunity  to  acquaint  you 
of  my  proceedings  since  I  left  the  Fislikill.  After  my  arri- 
val at  Harpersficid,  which  was  on  the  17th  February  last,  - 
I  heard  a  report  that  Joseph  Brant,  with  a  considerable 
number  of  warriors  with  him,  had  an  intention  to  beset  the 
frontiers.  I  thought  proper  to  give  to  the  ca()tains  of  the 
several  companies  under  my  command,  private  orders  to 
be  in  readiness  at  the  shortest  notice  given  by  me,  in 


V  Mi:  ,   .  .,i;--.;iii:)->>r>  . 

.    , .  ■     -  :  i; ;i  .  •  .11.  jii 


'li  ,  ,  ■         '.'  r  ' 


..  .  r       .....  ...  .        .  ".•,r, 7,<  .  <}  '^^ 


880 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  CONVENTION. 


orJer  lo  oppose  the  aforesaid  Brant  and  party  ;  as  I  resolved 
lo  "o  will'  an  Indian  and  one  white  man  to  Onco^iiqu.iga, 
,n  orJtT  10  discover  the  motions  of  the  enemy.  For  whicii 
r.urpose  1  set  out  on  the  nineteenth  of  February,  and  ar- 
rived in  Oneoghquaga  on  the  twenty-seventh,  when  I  found 
ihat  the  reports  were  not  well  grounded.  I,  dieretorc,  in 
order  to  present  your  letter  of  the  12ih  February  to  them 
in  the  most  friendly  manner,  killed  an  ox,  to  make  a 
friendly  entertainment,  which  had  the  desired  effect;  for 
ihose  that  seemed  to  scruple  tlie  sincerity  of  our  declara- 
tions of  friendship  before  this,  were  prevailed  on  lo  think 
lhat  our  actions  corresponded  with  our  professions  ;  they 
expressed  their  sorrow  for  our  troubles,  and  declared  that 
ihey  would  take  no  active  part  against  us.  Their  necessi- 
ties have  caused  many  of  them  to  go  to  Niagara,  but  with 
no  other  views  than  to  trade  for  the  necessaries  of  life  ; 
and  inform  tliat  Colonel  Butler  has  forbid  them  to  hurt  the 
frontiers.  They  likewise  inform  that  Joseph  Brant  has 
returned  from  the  Oneida  Castle  lo  Niagara ;  that  he  has 
a  mind  to  settle  at  the  Onondaga  Castle.  They  likewise 
inform  lhat  Brant  differed  wiili  (i.  Johnson,  and  was  going 
to  kill  him,  had  he  not  been  prevented.  Whether  this  was 
the  cause  of  his  leaving  the  army  I  can't  tell.  I  saw  the 
Indians  that  left  Oneoghquaga  with  Brant  as  they  were  re- 
turning, and  they  exactlj-  corrrespond  with  the  above  ac- 
count, which  is  all  at  present  that  I  can  acquaint  you 
relative  lo  Brant  and  party  ;  and  conclude,  gentlemen, 
"  Your  very  humble  servant, 

"JOHN  HARPER. 
"  P.  S.— ^Gentlemen,  I  send  you  an  account  of  the 
expenses  of  my  journey,  and  the  cost  of  the  ox,  with 
some  other  small  presents,  which  I  hope  will  meet  your 
approbation. 

"JOHN  HARPER." 

The  report  of  the  said  committee  was  then  read  as 
follows  : 

"  Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
Adam,  Peter,  Isaac,  Jacob  and  Hendnck,  chiefs  of  the 
Oneoghquaga  tribe,  and  another  from  Colo.  John  Harper, 
wiio  was  sent  by  this  House  as  a  messenger  to  said  Indians, 
together  with  his  account  against  this  State  lor  said  service, 
du  report : 

"  That  there  are  only  two  points  in  said  papers  which 
require  llie  attention  of  this  House.  The  one  is  a  para- 
graph in  the  letter  from  the  Indian  chiefs,  in  which  they 
complaii\  that  there  are  already  five  houses  over  our  line 
of  property  on  the  Delaware  river,  and  desire,  we  would 
remove  those  encroachers  as  soon  as  possible.  The  other 
is  the  account  of  ihe  said  Colonel  John  Harper  against  this 
Slate,  for  services  done  by  order  of  the  Convention. 

"  As  lo  the  first  point,  your  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  a  commissioner  or  commissioners  should  be  imme- 
diately appointed  to  examine  into  said  complaint,  and  to 
report  lo  this  Convention,  or  to  the  Legislature,  or  execu- 
tive power  of  this  Slate  for  the  time  being,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  how  many  such  settlements  Uiere  are,  the  names  of  tlie 
settlers,  and  the  grounds  or  claims  upon  which  such  settle- 
ments were  made,  that  such  order  may  be  made  therein 
as  lo  justice  and  right  doth  appertain  ;  that  all  just  cause 
of  complaint  upon  that  head  may  be  removed  ;  and  that 
said  cominissioner  or  commissioners  l)e<ordered  to  give  the 
Indians  the  fullest  assurances  of  our  disposilion  to  do  them 
justice. 

"  As  to  the  account  of  the  said  Colonel  Harper,  in  which 
he  charges  this  State  for  services  done,  and  contingent  ex- 
penses, with  twenty-nine  pounds  one  shilling  and  six  pence, 
your  committee  report,  that  they  fiml  some  articles  of  ex- 
pense charged  in  the  said  account,  which  tlicy  do  not  find 
tliat  he  was  expressly  authorized  lo  incur  ;  and,  therefore, 
they  do  not  conceive  themselves  authorized  to  allow  tlie 
same  without  the  consent  of  this  House,  however  reason- 
able ihey  may  appear." 

Ordered,  That  Colo.  John  Harper's  account,  amounting 


lb  £29  Is.  6d.  for  his  trouble  and  disbursements  in  a  jour- 
ney as  commissioner  to  the  Indians  at  Oneoghquaga,  by 
order  ot  this  Convention,  he  jiaul.  And 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  that  sum 
lo  William  Harper,  Esquire,  for  the  use  of  Colonel  John 
Harper.  And 

Ordered,  That  the  residue  of  the  said  report  lie  on 
the  table,  to  be  considered  when  the  report  for  ajipointing 
commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  this  State  shall  bo  taken 
in  consideration. 

Mr.  Duane,  one  of  the  committee  hereinafter  named  to 
have  been  appointed  on  the  10th  of  February  la^t,  beiii 
gone  to  Congress,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morns,  seconded  by 
General  Scott, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  Yates  and  Mr.  Jay  ho,  and 
hereby  are,  added  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  lOib. 
of  February  last,  to  report  the  best  ways  and  means  tor 
managing  tlie  Indian  affairs  of  this  Slate. 

The  Convention  were  informed  that  Mr.  John  Henry,  a 
commissary  of  clothing  for  the  (Jontinental  troops  raisin;^  in 
tins  State,  IS  going  to  New-York  with  a  flag. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hobart  write  a  letter  to  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Esquire,  and  the  other  commissioners  at  Fislikill,  de- 
siring them  lo  prevent  John  Henry  from  deparlinij  until  he 
has  settled  his  accounts  with  this  Slate.  A  draft  of  the  said 
letter  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

"Kingston,  Jpril  14,  1777. 

"  Gentlemen — The  Convention  have  received  informa- 
tion lhat  John  Henry,  the  commissary  of  clotliing  for  this 
State,  is  about  going  to  New-York,  which  they  fear  will 
be  attended  with  dangerous  consequences  ;  and  have  there- 
fore directed  me  to  write  lo  you,  and  desire  that  you  will 
take  measures  to  prevent  his  going  till  he  shall  first  have 
settled  his  accounts  wiiii  the  State,  and  obtained  leave  from 
the  Convention.  •  - 

"  I  am,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  mo.  obt.  scrvt. 

To  EcjBKirr  Eensox,  Esq.  Ctiairmaii, 

and  the  ConLiiLissiont.'rs  at  FishUill.'" 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  ^'ice-President,  and  transmitted. 

Mr.  Hobart,  from  the  commissioners  appointed  to  meet 
commissioners  from  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  J)elaware, 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  at  York  Town,  in  Pennsylvania, 
reported  thai  they  were  directed  to  lay  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  said  commissioners  before  the  Conven- 
tion, which,  being  read,  was  onlered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
for  the  perusal  of  tlie  members. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  ot  the  plan 
of  government. 

Mr.  Jay  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the  following 
paragraph  be  ordained  and  made  a  part  ot  the  lonii  of  go- 
vernment, viz  : 

"  Whereas  the  right  of  preemption  lo  all  the  Indian  lands 
within  this  State  appertains  to  the  good  people  thereof : 
And  whereas  it  is  of  great  importance  to  the  safety  of  this 
State,  lhat  peace  and  amity  wiiii  the  Indians  within  the 
same  be  at  all  times  supported  and  maintained  :  And 
whereas  th  frauds  too  often  practised  towards  the  said 
Indians,  in  contracts  for  their  lands,  have  in  divers  instan- 
ces been  productive  of  dangerous  discontents  and  animo- 
sities : 

"jBc  it  Ordained,  That  no  purchases  or  contracts  for  the 
sale  of  lands,  made  since  the  fourteenth  day  of  Oc  tober,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1775,  or  which  may  hereatter  be 
made,  with  or  of  the  said  Indians  within  the  limits  of  this 
Slate,  shall  be  binding  on  the  said  Indians,  or  deemed 
valid,  unless  made  under  the  authority  and  witli  the  consent 
of  the  Legislature  of  this  State." 

The  same  iieing  read,  the  ordaining  part  thereof  was 
again  read,  considered  of,  and  agreed  to. 

The  recitals  being  again  read  loijethcr,  and  then  each  re- 
cital read  separately,  on  the  reading  ot  the  first  recital  de- 
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bates  arose  ihcrcon.  After  some  time  spent  in  considcrrx- 
lion  tlicreof,  it  was  rejected,  and  hv  order  obliterated.  'I'lie 
other  recitals  being  separately  read,  were  .iL'rced  to. 

The  whole  paragraph  being  then  read  and  eonsidercd, 
and  the  question  put  thureon,  was  agreed  to,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit  : 

Whereas  it  is  of  great  importance  to  the  saletv  of  this 
State,  that  peace  and  annty  with  the  Indians  within  the 
same  be  at  all  times  supported  and  maintained  :  And 
WHEREAS  the  frauds  too  olien  practised  towards  the  said 
Indians,  in  contracts  m.nde  for  their  lands,  have,  in  divers 
instances,  been  productive  of  dangerous  discontents  and 
animosities  : 

Be  it  Ordained,  Tliat  no  purchases  or  contracts  for  tlie 
sale  of  land,  made  since  the  fourleonlh  dav  of  October,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1775,  or  wliicii  mav  hercafler  be  made 
with  or  of  the  said  Indians,  within  llic  iimils  of  this  Slate, 
shall  be  binding  on  the  said  Indians,  or  deemed  valid,  un- 
less made  under  the  authority  and  with  the  consent  of  the 
Legislature  of  this  State. 

Die  Lun.e,  4  lio.  P.  M.  April  14,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Fierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 
Gcal.  Scott,  Mr.  Jay,  I\Ir.  Bancker,  Mr.  Dunscomb,   -Major  Van 
Zandt,  Mr.  Robert  Harper— i\\u-}"orfc. 
Colo.  De  Witt,  Major  Tappen— tVsd-r. 
Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith— Oranic. 
Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Robl.  Yates,  IMr.  Adjate — Albany. 
Mr.  Landon— Duft/icss. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  N'ewkerk— Tryon. 

Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Miller— Su/o/fc. 

Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Morris— 
IVestchester. 

Major  Webster,  Colo.  Williams- C/iar/o«f. 

A  letter  from  Obadiah  Jones,  dated  at  Savbrook,  re- 
questing some  directions  as  to  their  electing  future  repre- 
sentatives, was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the 
members,  until  the  matters  of  SuiTolk  county  stock  and 
accounts  are  resumed. 

Mr.  Hobart  produced  to  Convention  an  account  of  Peter 
Bonlecue,  of  New-IIaven,  for  the  passage  and  freight  of 
the  faniilies  and  effects  of  Daniel  Haines,  Daniel  Hedges, 
Mat.  Osborn,  James  Jennings,  I'llisiia  Mulford,  Linus  Dib- 
ble, Isa.  Franks  and  Jonathan  Tuitle,  amounting  to  sixty- 
four  pounds  and  ten  jience ;  on  the  said  account  is  endors- 
ed a  certificate  of  Timoiliv  Jones,  Junr.  Jonathan  Fitch, 
Heze.  Sabin  and  Abraham  Augur,  committee  of  inspection 
for  New-Haven,  that  the  said  account  is  a  reasonable 
charge. 

At  the  foot  of  the  said  account  is  a  certificate,  subscribed 
by  Thomas  Derring  and  John  Foster,  dated  tiie  3Ift  of 
December,  1776,  ccriifving  that  they  h.ive  examined  the 
said  account  of  Peter  Bounlocou,  amonntint;  to  .£64  Qs. 
\Qd.  New-York  currency,  and  approved  the  charge. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  ol  ilii-;  State  pay  to  Peter 
Bontecou,  or  his  order,  the  sum  ot  .L'i)4  0^.  lOr/.  for  his 
said  account,  taking  a  receipt  in  full  for  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Jlr.  Morris,  who  was  seconded. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
letter  to  the  Honourable  the  Coultcss,  slating  the  several 
resolutions  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  stock,  grain  and 
inhabitants  from  Long  island,  and  the  propriety  of  charg- 
ing the  expense  which  hath  accrued  thereby  to  the  United 
Slates. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Hobart  and  General 
Scott  be  the  coinmitiee. 

A  memorial  of  .Major  Albert  Pawling,  dated  this  day. 
Was  read,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Convention  nf  the  State  of  Neir-York: 

"The  memorial  of  Albert  Pawling,  major  of  one  of  the 
sixte(2n  additional  regiments  ordered  to  be  raised  by  the 
Honourable  the  Congress  for  the  service  of  the  United 
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1  States  of  America,  and  officered  by  His  Excellency  Ge- 
!  iieral  Wasiiiiigton, 

"  Hu.MBLY  SHEWETH  : 

"  That  as  well  your  memorialist  as  the  ullicers  of 
four  companies  in  one  of  the  said  regiments,  arc  iiieiuliers 
of  this  State,  as  will  appear  from  the  enclosed  1,^1  ;  that 
most  of  them  are  persons  who  have  fled  from  ilu'  city  of 
New-York  or  Long  island,  leaving  their  all  bcliiini  them, 
rall'.er  than  desert  the  cause  of  liberty  and  their  couiitrv, 
by  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ;  and  all  ol  liu  m, 
(one  or  two  subalterns  excepted,)  have  served  as  ofiicers 
appointed  by  this  Slate  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  though  with  some  degree  of  milil;irv  re- 
putation, as  will  appear  by  ihc  recommendations  iiven 
them  to  the  committee  of  arrangement  by  the  ircneral  olH- 
cers  under  whom  they  more  immediately  served,  yet  they 
were  (from  unavoidable  necessity,  as  your  memorialist  be- 
lieves) unprovided  for  in  the  live  regiments  assigned  to  this 
State  to  raise. 

"  Your  memorialist  further  begs  leave  to  premise  tliat 
the  ofiicers  of  the  said  sixteen  regiments  are  not  confined 
to  any  particular  State  to  recruit  the  same  ;  notwithstand- 
ing which,  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Stales  of  Connec- 
ticut and  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  grant  their  respective  State 
bounties,  as  well  to  recruits,  (wheresoever  enlisted,)  tor 
those  regiments  as  for  the  artillery,  where  the  rccruiiing 
ofiicers  only  are  members  belonging  to  either  of  those 
States,  by  means  whereof  thev  (urnish  officers,  and  this  Stale 
men  for  those  corps  ;  and  besides  the  honour  of  apparently 
furnishing  a  large  proportion  of  men  for  the  war,  at  tiie 
close  of  It,  from  the  well  known  attachment  that  men  iie- 
nerally  have  to  their  officers,  they  will  acquire  by  this  stroke 
of  policy  whole  regiments  of  new  subjects  at  the  expense 
of  this  and  other  ol  the  States. 

"Your  memorialist,  however,  means  not  by  this  reason- 
ing to  ask  a  bounty  or  any  extra  eiieouragemeiit  for  the 
recruits  of  his  officers  ;  and  as  he  wishes,  so  he  will  exert 
himself  to  raise  as  many  in  other  states  as  he  possibly  can, 
for  which  purpose  his  recruiting  officers  have  proper  tlirec- 
tions.  But  your  memorialist  can't  help  humbly  thinking 
that  a  late  resolve  of  this  Honourable  House,  giving  an  ex- 
emption to  such  of  the  militia  from  being  drafted  in  the 
service  as  shall  furnish  or  enlist  men  for  either  of  the  five 
regiments  of  this  State  only,  bears  extremely  hard  on  his 
ofiieers,  and  will  greaily  retard,  if  not  totally  prevent  their 
filling  their  companies,  except  the  same  resolve  siiall  be 
extended  to  them. 

"Your  memorialist,  therefore,  from  a  desire  of  promot- 
ing the  interest  of  this  State,  of  which  he  has  the  honour 
of  being  a  member,  and  of  promoting  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice at  large,  by  having  his  officers  put  on  an  crpial  foot- 
ing wi'h  others  of  ihe  same  State,  has  thought  it  his  duty 
to  lay  the  stale  of  lact  contained  in  the  above  memorial 
before  this  Honourable  House,  with  the  fullest  confidence 
(arising  from  the  high  opinion  he  entertains  of  their  wis- 
dom and  justice)  that  the  said  resolution  will  be  extended 
equally  to  the  above  four  companies  as  to  the  other  troops 
now  raising  in  this  State. 

"  And  ytur  incmorialist,  as  in  duly  bound,  will  ever 
pray. 

(Signed)  ALBERT  PAWLING. 

"  Kingston,  Jpril  lUh,  1777." 

A  list  of  ofiicers  of  the  four  companies  alluded  to  in  the 
above  memorial :  Captains — Nathaniel  Tom,  John  VVatkins 
Black,  Santford  ;  Lieutenants — Wood,  Lawrence,  Neely, 
Munncll,  Drake,  Oliver,  Robert,  Rodman. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Pawlin'4  be  inlormed  that  this 
Convention  made  ami  issued  the  rcsoluiion  referred  to  la  . 
his  memorial,  in  order  to  aid  in  recruiting  the  live  regi- 
ments directed  to  be  raised  in  this  State,  which  they  con- 
crivcd  themselves  bound  in  honour  to  complete  as  soon  as 
possible  ;  and  that  when  those  regiments  are  completed, 
the  Convention  will  give  all  such  aid  to  the  recruiting  ser- 
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vice  in  general  as  shall  to  them  appear  consistent  with  the 
iiaiticul-f  circumstances  of  this  State. 

'I'lie  Convention  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
rf port  of  a  form  of  government. 

With  consent  of  the  Conveniion,  Mr.  Tredwcll  gave 
notice,  tliat  he  will  to-morrow  move  for  the  reconsideration 
of  the  23rd  paragraph,  i'or  the  reconsideration  whereof  he 
gave  notice  on  Saturday  last. 

The  36ih  paragraph"  was  read;  the  same  being  again 
read,  Mr.  Morris  moved  that  tlic  words,  "  for  crimes  here- 
after to  be  committed,"  be  added  to  that  paragraph. 

Mr.  Ja)'  then  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  ^Ir.  Robert 
Harper,  for  the  following  amendment  to  the  amendment, 
viz  :  that  the  amendment  be  in  liie  following  words,  viz  : 
"  for  crimes  that  may  be  committed  after  the  termination 
of  the  present  war." 

Debates  arose  thereon  ;  and  the  question  being  put 
tliereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  athrmative. 

Mr.  Jay  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  for  the  follow- 
ing addition,  viz  :  "  and  that  such  acts  shall  not  work  a 
corruption  of  blood." 

The  question  being  put  on  the  last  amendment,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded,  that  this  para- 
graph be  put  in  the  words  following,  viz  : 

"  And  that  no  acts  of  attainder  shall  be  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  this  State,  for  crimes  other  than  those  com- 
mitted before  the  termination  of  the  present  war,  and  that 
such  acts  shall  not  work  a  corruption  of  blood." 

The  same  being  thus  read  and  agreed  to,  was  ordered  to 
be  inserted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this  para- 
graph be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 


DIE  MARTIS,  9  HO.  a.  m. 

April  15,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esquire,  Vice-President. 
Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Major  Van  Zandt, 
Mr.  Jay — iVtU'-I'oi  Ar. 

Major  Lawrence — Queen. 

Mr.  Cantinc,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Major  Tappen — Ulster. 
Mr.  Clarke— Oranjc. 

Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Kohcrt  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Ab.  Yates,  Mr. 
Cayler — .ilbaiy. 

Mr.  London,  Capt.  John  Schenk — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller— Si/Jfo/fc. 
Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Morris — 
Westchester. 
Colo.  Williams,  Major  Webster— C/iarZo«e. 

A  short  petition  from  Solomon  Combs,  Robert  Denton 
and  James  Cosman,  tlirec  dIs,^t^ected  persons  in  Kingston, 
dated  the  14th  instant,  was  read.  They  thereby  oiler  to 
go  into  the  Continental  service  for  three  years,  and  pro- 
fess their  sorrow  for  their  past  conduct. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  com- 
inittee  appointed  to  hear  those  prisoners  when  ihey  were 
committed  ;  and  that  Mr.  Tredwell  and  Mr.  Lawrence  be 
added  to  that  committee. 

On  motion  of  IMr.  Morris, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
and  report  a  proper  device  for  a  great  seal  lor  this  State  ; 
and  that  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Hobart  be  a  com- 
mittee for  that  purpose. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  plan  of  government. 

The  paragraph  of  the  plan  of  government  relating  to 
trial  by  jury,  was  read. 


Mr.  Robert  Harper  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  iVIcssrs. 
Adgatc  and  Tredwell,  that  liie  followmg  proviso  be  add- 
ed, viz : 

"  Provided  that  no  jury  shall  hereafter  be  compellable  to 
unanimity  in  their  verdict." 

Mr.  Adgate  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  for  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  viz  : 

"  That  three-fourth  parts  of  a  jury  agrecinrr  in  a  verdict 
shall  be  sufficient,  and  their  verdict  received  as  if  the 
wliole  jury  had  agreed." 

Debates  arose  thereon  ;  and  the  question  bci:i::  put 
thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  manner  tullow- 
ing,  viz  : 

For  the  amendment.  Against  the  amendment . 

Tryon,   3       Westchester,   4 

Mr.  Newkerk  dissenting.  Suffolk,   .( 

Ulster,   4 

New-York,   j 

Mr.  R.  Harper  dissenlin;. 

Charlotte,  2 

Albany,   i> 

Mr.  Adgate  dissenting.  — 

The  question  being  then  put  on  the  amendment  moved 
by  Jlr.  Robert  Harper,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  in 
manner  following,  viz  ; 

For  the  negative.  For  the  affirmative. 

Westchester,   4       Tryon,   3 

Suffolk   4         Mr.  Newkerk  dissenting. 

Ulster,   4 

New-York,  S 

Mr    Robert  Harper  dis- 
senting. 

Charlotte,".   2 

Albany,   6 

Mr.  Adgate  dissenting.      —  ,  . 

2,S 

The  said  paragrapii  was  again  read. 

Mr.  Jay  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the  following 
addition  be  made  to  tlial  paragraph,  viz  : 

"And  further,  that  the  Legislature  of  this  Stale  shall  at  no 
time  hereafter  inslitule  any  new  court  or  courts,  hut  such  as 
shall  proceed  according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law.'' 

Debates  arose  ihereon,  and  duiing  those  debates,  Abra- 
ham Yates  and  Jacob  Cuyler,  Esqrs.  came  into  Conven- 
tion and  look  their  seals. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  amendment  it  was  agreed 

to. 

The  paragraph  thus  amended  was  then  read,  and  the 
question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Tiie  whole  paragraph,  with  tlic  amendments  agreed  to 
yesterday  afternoon  and  ihis  morning,  was  then  read,  and 
the  question  being  put  thereon,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tredwell,  according  to  notice  given,  moved  and  was 
seconded,  tliat  the  23id  paragraph  be  reconsidered  ;  tiie 
question  being  put  tliereon,  was  agreed  to. 

The  said  23rd  paragrapii  was  then  read.  Thereupon,  a 
motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  tlie  words  "  by  the 
Governor,"  be  obliterated.  The  question  being  put  there- 
on, it  was  agreed  to.  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  'I'hat  the  22nd  paragrapii  be  read  ;  and  the 
same  being  read,  a  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that 
the  word  "  civil  "  in  the  former  part  thereof  be  obliterated  ; 
the  question  being  put  ihereon,  it  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
paragraph  amended  accordingly. 

The  23rd  paragraph,  as  above  amended,  was  then  read 
and  agreed  to. 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  April  15,  1777. 
Tiie  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Col.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Vic e-P resident. 
Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Harper,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Banck- 
er, Mr.  IJeekman — New-York. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk,  Mr.  Moore— Tryon. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Robt.  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr- 
Adgate — Jllbany. 
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Mr.  Webster,  Colo.  Williams— CAnr/oi(e. 

Mr.  Landon,  Capt.  Sclicnk,  Mr.  K.  H.  Livingston — Dutchess. 

Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Col.  Dc  AVitt,  Mr.  Cantine,  >rajor  Tappcn— C'/j/cr. 
Mr.  Clarke — Orange. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr  Hobart,  Mr.  Trciluell,  .Mr.  Miller— .Su/o/fc. 
Mr.  Mills,  Maj.  Lockwood,  Col.  Van  Cortlaiidt,  Judge  Grahaiu,  Mr. 
Morris —  Weslchester. 

Colonel  De  Witt  produced  to  Convention,  at  ilic  request 
of  Cornelius  Sclioonmnkcr,  a  list  of  the  iiu.-iniity  of  stock- 
ings and  blankets  purchased  by  the  dillerciit  persons  in  tlie 
difTerent  townships  and  precincts  in  L  ister  county,  amount- 
ing to  jG578  \s.  l\d.  and  in  behalf  of  the  said  chairman, 
requested  an  advance  of  money  to  discharge  the  accounts 
accrued  in  purcliasing  the  said  articles  :  'I'licreupon, 

Ordered,  Tha*.  the  Treasurer  of  this  tJlatc  advance  to 
Cornelius  Schoonmaker,  Esijuirc,  cliairmaii  of  the  general 
committee  of  Ulster  countv,  tlie  sum  of  si.\  hundred  pounds, 
to  enable  him  to  discharge  tlic  account  of  stockings  and 
blankets  purchased  by  sundry  persons  m  the  said  county, 
pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  Comniitiec  of  ISafcly,  and 
lake  his  receipt  to  account  for  the  said  sum. 

A  letter  from  General  .McUougall,  dated  Peekskill,  on 
the  14th  inst.  together  with  the  proceedings  of  a  general 
court  martial  held  on  the  llih  instant,  for  the  trial  of  bi- 
mon  Mabee,  charged  with  beiiiii  eniploved  bv  the  enemy 
as  a  spy,  and  for  enlisting  men  into  ihcir  service,  the  said 
Simon  Mabee  being,  by  the  said  court  martial,  found  guilty 
of  the  said  charge  and  sentenced  to  be  lianged  by  the  neck 
till  he  is  dead,  were  read  ;  and  the  same  were  taken  into 
consideration.  After  some  time  spent  therein,  on  motion, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  petition  of  Benjamin  and  John  Gilbert,  laie  of  the 
city  of  New-York,  prayint;  lor  some  employment  in  the 
military  line,  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for 
further  consideration. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letters  from 
the  committee  of  Tryon  countv,  dated  the  2nd  and  7th  of 
April  instant,  as  also  a  letter  from  the  commissioners  lor 
disposing  of  the  personal  properly  of  persons  gone  over 
to  the  enemy,  delivered  in  their  report,  which  was  read, 
amended  and  recommitted,  with  the  addilion  of  Mr.  R.  R. 
Livingston,  to  the  said  committee. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  furlher  consideration 
of  the  plan  of  government. 

The  paragraph  between  those  marked  31  and  32,  and 
whicii  will  be  numbered  32,  was  read.  Alter  some  time 
spent  therein,  on  moiion, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  paragraph  be  recommitted  to 
Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Robert  Yates. 

The  3rd  and  4th  paragraphs  were  then  respectively  read 
and  committed  to  the  same  committee. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

April  16,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Colo.  Pierre  Van  Cortlanilt,  Vice-President. 
Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Bancker,  Major  Van  Zamlt,  Mr.  Robert 
Harper,  Genl.  Scott— A(  U--yorA:. 

Major  Landon,  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Linnsston,  Capt.  Jno.  iQhQnk— Dutchess. 
Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Gansovoorl,  Mr.  Robfrt  Vales,  Mr.  Abm.  Vates., 
Mr.  Adgale— 

Colo.  Van  CortlamU,  Mr.  .Mills,  .Mr.  Lockwood— d'f.t/c/ifsrcr. 
Col.  De  Wilt,  Mr.  Cantine,  iM.ijor  Tappcn— J7s/.-r. 
Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  llobirl, -Mr.  Trcdwell— iu/o/A;. 
Mr.  Clarke— Oru>i?e. 

Colo.  Williams,  Major  Webster— CAar/oI/c. 

Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper— Tryon. 

A  letter  to  the  committee  of  correspondence  from  Colo- 
nel Alexander  Hamilton,  at  Mornslown,  dated  the  12lh 


instant,  was  read.  He  thereby  informs,  that  the  General 
approves  of  the  resolution  of  ihis  Convention  in  the  case  of 
Major  Edminston,  and  that  it  would  be  most  agreeable  to 
the  General,  tiiat  Major  Edminston  might  be  forwarded  to 
Pliiladelphia  without  giving  the  (General  the  trouble  of  an 
interview  with  the  major.  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  lake  the  pa- 
rol of  Major  Edminston  at  this  place,  be  and  arc  authorized 
and  requested  to  give  directions  that  he  be  sent  forward  to 
Philadelphia  agreeable  to  the  opinion  of  General  W'ashing- 
ton,  signified  by  Colonel  Hamilton. 

'J'he  comniitiec  to  whom  was  rccommiltcd  the  letters 
from  the  committee,  and  the  commissioners  in  Tryon 
county,  delivered  in  their  report,  which  was  read,  amended 
and  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit  ; 

"  That  your  committee  have  examined  the  intercepted 
letters  which  were  taken  on  their  way  to  disafl'ccted  per- 
sons now  in  Canada  ;  but  find  nothing  therein  worthy  of 
notice,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  returned  to  the  committee 
of  Tryon  county. 

"  Tiiat  tlie  said  committee  be  informed  that  works  for 
making  salt  will  soon  be  erected  in  that  county,  and  also 
that  this  Convention  have  applied  to  Congress  for  a  supply 
of  that  article,  which  if  obtained  will  be  properly  distributed 
among  the  inhabitants  of  this  State. 

"  .-^ND  wiiERE.\s  the  said  committee  of  Tryon  county 
have  lately  detected  a  number  of  disaffected  persons,  and 
y.cre  about  sending  them  to  Kingston,  your  committee  are 
of  opinion  tliey  ought  to  be  detained  in  close  confinement 
in  the  said  county  till  further  provision  is  made  for  dispos- 
ing of  them  by  the  Convention,  or  future  Legislature  of 
this  State: 

'■  Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  committee  of 
Tryon  county,  approving  of  tlieir  zeal  and  attention  to  the 
general  welfare  of  America,  and  informing  them  that  past 
experience  has  shewn  the  inefficacy  of  oaths  of  ailcL^iance, 
and  that  in  the  idea  of  this  Convention,  it  will  be  impolitic 
to  administer  any  general  oath  at  this  time  lest  it  might 
lead  into  a  security  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the  State. 

"  Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Convention  that  many  very 
considerable  farms  in  Tryon  county  have  been  deserted  by 
ilicir  owners,  who  have  gone  over  to  the  enemy  :  And 
WHERE.4S  ihe  said  farms  contain  a  great  numl)er  of  cattle 
and  farming  utensils  requisite  to  stock  and  work  the  said 
farms:  And  whereas  by  the  sale  of  the  said  stock  and 
farming  utensils  the  said  farms  would  become  waste  and 
unemployed,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  said 
county  be  greatly  diminished  :  Therefore, 

"  Ordered,  That  the  commissioners  in  the  said  county 
be,  and  hereby  are,  empowered  to  let  on  account  of  this 
Slate  for  one  year,  the  said  farms,  together  witii  the  neces- 
sary stock  and  tlie  farming  utensils  ihcreon,  to  any  well 
affected  persons,  for  such  rent  as  may  to  ihem  appear  rea- 
sonable ;  first  having  the  slock  and  farming  utensils  ap- 
praised, and  taking  security  from  the  person  or  persons  to 
whom  the  same  may  be  let,  for  the  return  thereof  at  the 
end  of  the  term. 

"  llesolved.  That  tlie  rent  of  the  said  farms  be  paid  into 
the  public  treasury  of  this  State. 

"  And  wiiEREAS  the  said  commissioners  have  requested 
assistance  in  the  execution  of  their  oince, 

"  Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  Convention,  that  the  said 
commissioners  are  vested  with  lull  and  sulHcienl  power  by 
the  resolution  of  this  Convention,  to  call  on  the  militia  for 
such  aid  as  they  may  stand  in  need  of." 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  committee  of  Tryon  county, 
was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  followinij,  viz  : 

"  Kingston,  Jlpril  16,  1777. 

"Sir — The  Convention  have  directed  me,  in  answer  to 
your  letter  of  the  2nd  inst.  to  inform  you  that  they  acknow- 
ledge with  pleasure  the  zeal  and  attention  to  tiic  public 
welfare,  manifested  in  most  of  your  public  proceedings, 
riicy  are,  liowevcr,  very  doubtful  about  the  propriety  of 
administering  a  general  oath  of  allegiance,  especially  while 
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the  want  of  a  regular  government  give  people  a  plausible 
i.rfieiicc  to  refuse  it.  In  those  lew  counties  in  wiiicli  it  has 
been  ir'cJ)  ^'<^^  '^6'^"  productive  of  iriuch  evil,  and  laid 
aside,  after  experience  had  of  its  inulihiy.  It  is  sometinncs 
ilan"erous  to  probe  a  wound  loo  deep.  Our  unacquaint- 
aiicc  with  the  characters  of  the  people  of  your  county  ren- 
ders it  difficult  to  advise  you  respecting  tliose  you  have 
taken  up.  We  can  only  in  general  terms  recommend  you 
to  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  such  as  you  may  suspect,  and 
to  retain  those  in  custody  whom  you  may  deem  dangerous. 
The  nature  of  their  confinement  must  be  submitted  to  your 
prudence. 

"  The  enclosed  resolves  contain  answers  to  other  parts 
of  your  letter,  &c. 

"  By  order. 

"  The  Committee  of  Tryon  county." 

A  petition  of  Isaac  Davis  of  Shandakan,  late  sergeant  of 
Capt.  Elias  Hasbrouck's  company,  of  Ulster  county  ran- 
gers, coinplaining  of  his  captain  for  refusing  to  pay  him 
his  wages,  was  read  and  referred  to  Colo.  Da  Wit  and  Jlr. 
Contine. 

A  petition  of  John  Harback,  late  of  the  city  of  New- 
York,  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  arrangements. 

The  Convention,  according  to  the  order  of  last  evening, 
proceeded  to  take  into  their  further  consideration,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  martial  held  at  Peekskill,  on  the  1 1th 
day  of  April  instant,  for  the  trial  of  Samuel  iVIabee,  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein, 

Resolved  unanimously,  Tliat  the  judgment  and  sentence 
of  the  said  court  martial  be  confirmed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Convention  trans- 
mit to  General  McDougall  certified  copies  of  the  resolution 
in  his  letter  described. 

Tennis  Sleght,  a  messenger  sent  with  sundry  copies  of 
the  resolutions  of  this  Convention,  passed  on  tlie  27th  of 
March  last,  for  discharging  sundry  companies  of  rangers 
raised  in  this  State,  being  returned,  his  report  of  his  con- 
duct and  services  was  read. 

The  account  of  the  said  Teunis  Sleght,  for  his  services 
in  that  business  seventeen  days,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  tins  State  pay  to  Teu- 
ris  Sleght,  on  his  receipt,  seventeen  pounds,  in  full  for  his 
said  account ;  and  that  the  I'reasurer  file  the  several  re- 
ceipts of  the  officers  of  the  rangers,  given  to  the  said  Ten- 
nis Sleght,  for  the  copies  of  the  resolutions  of  the  27th  of 
March,  served  on  them  respectively. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
form  or  plan  of  government. 

The  cominiitce  to  whom  the  32nd  paragraph  (as  now 
numbered,)  and  the  .3rd  and  4th  were  referred,  brought  in 
iheir  leport,  which  Mr.  Yates,  their  chairman,  read  in  his 
place,  and  delivered  in  at  the  table,  where  the  same  was 
again  read. 

On  reading  the  report  of  the  said  committee  on  the  3rd 
paragraph,  debates  arose  thereon. 

The  question  was  put  whether  the  Convention  agrees 
with  their  committee,  that  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
State  shall  consist  of  at  least  seventy  members,  and  the 
same  was  carried  in  the  athrmative,  with  only  one  dissent- 
ing voice. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  'I'hal  the  said  report  be  recommitted  to  the 
same  committee  to  report  the  number  of  members  that 
shall  represent  each  county,  and  that  Uiey  report  their 
opinion  thereon  to  this  Convention,  in  the  afternoon. 

Die  Mercukii,  4  ho.  P.  M.  April  16,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Pre3Fnt — Pierre  Van  Corllnndt,  rsquirc.  yicc-Prcsidcnl. 
Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Rancker,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Dunscomb, 
Mr.  Robert  Harper,  Mr.  Beekman — New-York. 
Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr  Canline,  ^^ajor  Tappen— Ulster. 
Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 


j     Mr.  Robt.  Yates,  Mr,  Cuylcr,  ."Mr 
Alii-nliatn  Yates— ./7//ju,ij. 

.Mr.  Landon,  Capt.  Juo,  t^clu.Milv,  Mr.  K.  11 
viiitrston — ViitcliL'ss. 


•Vdgatc,  Mr.  Ganscvoort,  ^Ir. 
Livingston,  .Mr.  G.  L:- 


Mt.  W.  Harper,  jMr.  Nt-wkerli— r;-yo/i. 

-■^tr.  Stevens — Ctimbcrlanti. 

Mr.  Trcdwcll,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Uohurl—Sujihllc, 

Judge  Graham,  .Major  Lockwood,  Colo.  Van  Cortljudi,  .Mr.  MUis 
:.lr.  Morris — II  cslchcstcr. 

Colo.  AVilliams,  Major  Webster — Ckarlotli-. 

Tlie  committee  appointed  to  reconsider  and  n  pori  on 
the  32nd,  3rd  and  4lh  paragraphs,  brought  in  iliLir  ronort, 
which  was  read. 

The  same  by  order,  being  again  read  by  soniciir.  .v.  Cc- 
neral  Scolt  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  after  ihc  w.irds 
"its  inhabitants,"  the  following  words  be  inserted,  vi/, : 

"And  the  supremacy  heretofore  claimed  by  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  or  of  England,  over  the  saia  Co- 
lony." 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  was  carried  in  the  ne- 
gative, by  a  majority  of  two  members ;  the  jiroposed 
amendment  was  therefore  rejected. 

i"\lr.  Robert  Yates  moved,  and  was  seconded,  for  insert- 
ing the  words,  "  such  parts  of,"  before  the  words,  "  ti.e 
common  law  ;"  the  same  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Abiaham  Yates  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that 
that  part  of  the  report  which  confirms  the  proceedings  of 
the  general  Committees  of  Safety,  be  expunsed the 
same  was  agreed  to,  and  that  part  of  the  said  paragrapii 
was  obliterated. 

The  whole  of  the  said  32nd  paragraph  being  a^'ain  read, 
and  the  question  put  thereon,  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  said  committee  of  a  paragraph  to  be 
substituted  in  the  lieu  of  the  3rd  paragraph,  was  read,  and 
follows,  viz  : 

"  That  the  Assembly  shall  consist  of  at  least  seventy 
members,  to  be  chosen  in  the  several  counties,  in  the  pro- 
portions follovi'ing,  to  wit : 

"City  and  county  ol'  Ne\v-YorU,   nine  members 

City  and  county  of  Albany,   nine 

Dutchess       county,   seven 

Westchester     do    seven 

Ulsttr  do   '  si.'c 

Sufl'olk  do    six 

Queens  do    five 

Tryon  do    fne 

Orange  do    foy^ 

Charlotte         do    three 

Cumberland     do    three 

Gloucester       flo    two 

Kings  do    two 

Richmond        do    two       ilo  ' 

Tills  paragraph  as  reported,  was  then  read  in  parts.  On 
reading  the  words,  "  Westchester,  seven,"  a  molion  was 
made,  and  seconded,  that  the  word  or  figure  "  seven,"  be 
changed  to  "  six."  The  question  being  put  thereon,  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

On  reading  the  words  "Suffolk,  si.v,"  a  motion  was 
made,  and  seconded,  that  the  word  or  figure  "  six,"  be 
changed  to  "five."    The  question  being  put  tlicre'c 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

On  reading  the  words,  "  Queens,  five,"  a  molion  was 
made,  and  seconded,  that  the  word  or  figure  "  five,"  be 
changed  to  "  four."  The  question  being  put  thereon,  it 
was  carried  in  the  afFirmalivc. 

The  residue  of  the  said  report  on  the  3rd  paracraph,  was 
read  and  agreed  to. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded,  that  one  of  the 
subslracied  members  be  added  to  Albany,  so  that  Albany 
may  have  ten  members. 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  af- 
firmative :  Therefore, 

Ordered,  That  the  amendment  be  made,  viz  ■ 
ten." 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded,  that  another  of 
the  substracted  members  be  added  to  Tryon  county ;  the 
same  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 
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Ordered,  That  ii  be  amendctl,  "  Trvoii  six." 

A  motion  was  then  made  mid  bocoiided  thai  the  oliicr 
subslractcd  members  be  added  to  Oraime.  ll  was  earned 
in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  si-cuiided,  that  llic  remain- 
ing substracted  member  be  atided  to  Ch;Lriuiie  couulv. 
The  question  being  pm  therecui,  ii  was  carried  iii  tlic  aV- 
firmative,  and  amended  accor'IniL'iy. 

The  paragraph  reported  bv  the  ;ai.l  cummiltoc  to  be  sub- 
stituted in  iieii  of  the  4lli  para-r.;ph,  was  read.  The  same 
being  again  read  and  nmendud,  was  agreed  to,  and  by  or- 
der inserted  in  the  plan  of  governmenl'as  part  tiiercoT. 

Mr.  Jay  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the  following 
addition  be  added  to  that  paragraph,  as  reported,  to  wit : 

"  And  whereas  the  county  of  iiiclimond,  from  its  par- 
ticular situaiion,  cannot  coiivenienllv  be  annexed  to  any 
other  county  : 

"Be  ii  Ordained,  That  the  said  county  shall  always 
have  at  least  one  representative  in  the  (ieneral  Assembly." 

The  question  being  put  lliereon,  the  voie^  of  the  coun- 
ties were  as  follows,  viz  : 

For  the  affirmative.  Negative. 

New-York,   s      l)utch</ss,   5 

Ulster,   4       Albany,   6 

Charlotte,   2       Or;in'_'e,   3 

Westchester,   4       Suli'olk,   4 

18  IS 
Therefore  the  amendment  proposed  was  lost. 
Mr.  Morris  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  be  made  by  adding  the  following  j>ro- 
viso,  viz  : 

"Provided  that  no  countv  shill  be  left  without  at  least 
one  representative." 

The  question  being  put  lliereon,  it  was  carried  in  liie 
negative  in  manner  following,  viz  : 

For  the  negative. 

Dulcliess,   5 

Ulster,   4 

New-York,   S 

Albany,   6 

Suffolk,   4 

Charlotte,   i 

29 

Tlierefore  the  proposed  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Jlorris  ihen  gave  noiicc  iIki;  he  will  to-morrow  move 
for  the  reconsideration  of  ihc  eighth  paragraph. 

Mr.  Wisner  informed  the  Convention  iliat  lie  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Jos.  Barton,  in  Nevv-'i'ork,  and  that  a 
letter  from  the  said  Jos.  Baiton  lo  Tlionias  Welling,  had 
been  intercepted,  and  is  now  m  ins  custody.  I'he  said 
letters  were  respectively  read. 

Ordered,  That  llie  said  Iclior  to  'riiomas  Welling  be 
committed  to  Mr.  Wisner  ami  .Mr.  .Morris. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning.  ,  ,  , 


For  the  affirmative. 

Wcslohcstcr,   4 

Oraiict.-,   J 


THURSDAY  .MORNING, 

April  17,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Colo.  Pierre  Van  Cortlntult,  y'lrc-Prcudcut. 
Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Bancker,  -Mr.  Dnr.scnnib.  Ma  jor  V.in  Zamlt,  Mr.  Ko- 
bert  Harper,  Mr.  iieekman,  Gencial  bcotl — Acu-1'oj /j. 
Major  Lawrence — Quiens. 
Mr.  Cantine,  Major  Tappen—fVirrr. 
Major  Webster,  Colo.  Williams  — CAar.'o/rf. 

Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Robert  Vatos.  .Mr.  .\Jgatc,  Mr.  Canscvoort, 
Mr.  Cuyler — Albany. 

Mr.  Clarke,  i\Ir.  Wisner— OroMfp. 

Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Mr.  Landun,  Mr.  Ii.  R.  Livini^ston,  Capt.  John  | 
Schcnk — JJutfhess. 

Mr.  Slenns—Cunibcrland. 

Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  TreJwell,  Mr.  .^:milli.  ,Mr.  Miller— .^u/o/fc. 

Mr.  Mills,  Major  Lockwood,  Colo.  Orake,  .Mr.  Morris — iVeslehester. 

Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  Harper—  Tryori. 
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A  letter  from  Colonel  "Hamilton  at  Head-Quarters,  at 
Morristown,  to  the  committee  of  correspondence,  was  read, 
lie  thereby  gives  a  particular  account  of  the  altack  of  the 
enemy  on  the  American  troops  commanded  by  General 
Lincoln  at  Bound  Brook,  and  informing  that  three  or  four 
of  the  enemy's  vessels  have  got  into  the  river  Delaware, 
and  that  a  vessel  from  France  was  attacked  in  flic  said 
river  ;  that  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  she  was  blown  up,  but  that  some  part  ol  the  cargo 
was  cast  on  shore. 

The  petition  of  Elizabeth  Haight,  dated  this  dav,  and 
claiming,  as  belonging  to  her  mother,  some  gooils  seized 
by  the  commissioners  appointed  to  dispose  of  the  personal 
properly  of  persons  gone  over  to  the  enemy,  as  the  pro- 
perty of  CJrove  Bend,  and  praying  that  the  same  may  be 
restored  to  her,  was  read  ;  and 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

WiiKKEAS  it  is  represented  to  this  Convention,  that  Su- 
sannah Robb,  lale  an  inhabitant  of  the  city  of  New-York, 
is  now  at  Fishkill,  in  Dutchess  county,  in  a  very  distressed 
situation,  with  five  small  children  to  maintain,  and  that  her 
husband  is  a  prisoner  at  New-York  : 

Resulvcd,  That  the  said  Susannah  Robb  be  considered 
as  of  the  number  of  the  poor  of  the  said  city  ;  and  lhat  the 
committee  of  Rumboul  precinct  make  the  like  provision  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  said  Susannah  Robb  ami  her  child- 
ren, as  for  the  other  poor  from  the  city  ot  New-\  urk  m  that 
precinct. 

Application  was  made  to  Convention  by  Major  George 
Nicholson,  111  the  Continental  service,  with  a  request  in 
writing,  subscribed  Waller  Stewart,  A.  D.  C.  bv  order  of 
Major-General  Gales,  rec(uestiiig  the  aid  of  Coiivention  to 
obtain  a  sloop  or  wagons  to  remove  the  baggage  of  me  ca- 
det company  under  his  command,  and  also  to  reir.ove  the 
French  refugees  and  their  baggage,  now  at  Hurley,  v.  nere 
lliey  were  placed  by  order  of  General  Schuyler,  to  the 
city  of  Albany,  where  ihey  are  now  ordered  by  the  com- 
mand of  Genl.  Gales  :  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  armed  sloop  under  the  command  of 
Capin.  Casllcs,  do  proceed  to  Albany  with  the  said  bag- 
gage and  people  ;  that  she  be  there  discharged,  and  return 
wiih  all  possible  despatch. 

Resolved,  'i'hal  the  resolutions  of  this  Convention  of 
the  first  day  of  Apiil  instant,  empowering  court  martials  to 
try  persons  coming  from  the  enemy  as  spies,  enlislins  men 
in  their  service,  or  supplying  them  with  provisions,  be  ex- 
tended to  all  such  persons  as  shall  be  taken  in  going  off 
privately  to  tiie  enemy,  and  continue  in  force  tili  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  unless  sooner  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  aforegoing  resokilion  be 
sent  to  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington,  and  to  the  Gene- 
rals McDougall  and  George  Clinlon,  and  that  the  same  be 
published  in  the  newspaper. 

An  account  of  Charles  Sprainger,  formerly  master  of  the 
brigantinc  Mary,  now  lying  at  Esopus  Landing,  for  his 
disbursements  and  wages,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Mr. 
Dunscomb  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston. 

Tlie  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  dispose  of  the. 
persons  apprehended  and  brought  to  this  place  by  Major 
Wisner,  delivered  in  their  report,  and  the  e.xaminaiions  by 
ihcm  taken,  which  were  read,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"\our  commillee,  who  were  appointed  to  examine  and 
dispose  of  the  prisoners  detected  by  Major  ^Visner  in  go- 
ing to  the  enemy,  report  that  they  have  examined  Samuel 
Herring,  whose  examination  contains  such  information  as 
your  committee  are  of  opinion  ought  to  be  laid  before  the 
House  ;  that  they  have  examined  Solomon  Combs,  Ro- 
bert Denton  and  James  Cosman,  who  petitioned  for  leave 
to  enlist  into  the  Continental  service  ;  and  that  as  it  does 
not  appear  that  James  Cosman  was  taken  going  to  the  ene- 
my, or  lhat  there  is  any  evidence  of  his  disaflection,  your 
committee  are  of  opinion  lhat  he  may  safely  be  trusted  in 
the  service.  But  as  to  the  oilier  two,  who  confess  they 
were  on  the  way,  when  taken,  to  join  the  enemy,  your 
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committee  are  of  opinion  that  before  any  siicli  persons  arc 
ncrinitiwl  10  enlist  into  the  service,  the  sense  of  the  Gene- 
ral ought  to  be  taken  as  to  the  propriety  of  such  a  mea- 
sure. 

"  The  examination  of  Samuel  Herrin  : 
"  He  says  he  was  born  m  Ireland  ;  thai  he  was  taken  into 
custody  at  Mmnisink,  in  consequciice,  as  he  was  informed,  i 
of  one  John  Moore's  swearing-  that  he  was  to  be  appointed  a 
lieutenant  in  the  regular  service,  and  was  enlisting  men  for 
that  purpose  ;  that  the  said  Moore  had  formerly  deserted 
from  the  regular  army  ;  had  since  enlisted  in  our  army, 
and  has  deserted  from  them  ;  that  some  time  in  the  winter 
the  e.\aminant  heard  that  one  Joseph  Barton,  living  at  a 
place  called  3Iamacotting,  had  a  quantity  of  salt  to  sell, 
which  the  examiiiant  was  much  in  want  of;  that  the  exa- 
minant  went  there,  and  while  there,  said  Barton  gave  him 
encouragement,  and  advised  him  to  join  the  regular  army, 
telling  him  that  matters  could  soon  be  settled  on  the  same 
footing  ihcy  were  in  the  year  17G3,  and  if  he  would  join 
he  would  have  one  hundred  acres  of  land  given  him,  which 
the  cxaminant  says  he  refused  ;  that  some  time  after,  one 
Solomon  Cartwriglit  was  sent  lo  the  examinant,  requesting 
l)im  to  come  to  the  said  Barton  immediately,  which  he  re- 
fused to  do  ;  that  the  next  night  the  said  Barton  went  oft'  to 
the  enemy,  as  this  examinant  has  been  informed ;  an  offi- 
cer was  sent  to  take  said  Cartwright  into  custody,  but  did 
not  succeed  ;  that  since  that  time  said  Cartwright  has  told 
the  examinant  he  would  enlist  all  the  men  in  his  power, 
and  informed  him  he  had  seen  a  letter  from  said  Barton, 
which  mentioned  that  lie  and  all  his  friends  should  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  ;  that  he  intended  to  be  at  home  to 
eat  his  Easter  dinner,  and  on  the  night  following  make  a 
general  jail  delivery  at  Sussex  and  Goshen  ;  that  the  exa- 
minant wagered  a  bottle  of  rum  that  it  would  not  be  done 
by  May  day  ;  that  some  time  since  the  said  Cartwright 
offered  the  examinant  £50  to  go  with  him  to  the  regulars, 
telling  the  examinant  that  himself  and  about  twenty  more 
had  a  meeting  the  niglit  before,  which  was  on  Thursday 
night  last,  a  week  past,  who  told  the  examinant  he  had  a 
true  account  how  matters  were  to  be  carried  on  :  the 
scheme  was,  that  as  soon  as  the  grass  would  supply  the 
horses  with  feed  sufficient  for  their  subsistence,  a  number 
of  light  horse,  together  with  a  large  party  of  tories  and 
some  regular  troops,  were  to  penetrate  into  the  country  to 
Sussex  and  Goshen,  which  would  be  done  as  soon  as  thev 
heard  that  General  Hov.'c  had  attacked  General  Washing- 
Ion's  armv  and  drove  ihem  from  Morris  Town  ;  that  they 
would,  at  the  same  time,  send  some  shipping  up  ihc  iVorlii 
river  as  far  as  New-Windsor;  that  about  400  men  from 
Albany  and  the  upper  part  of  Ulster  county  were  to  come 
down  to  Kingston  and  take  the  Convention  prisoners,  carry 
them  to  New-Windsor,  and  put  them  on  board  the  men  of 
war,  for  which  they  were  to  receive  great  rewards,  then  to 
meet  the  other  party  or  parties  ;  that  when  this  scheme  is 
to  be  put  into  execution,  expresses  are  to  be  sent  through 
that  part  of  the  country  to  all  the  tories,  who  were  imme- 
diately to  join  and  disarm  all  those  who  would  not  assist 
them  ;  that  one  James  McCormick  and  William  Crum,  he 
believes,  were  confederates  with  Cartwright  ;  that  Cart- 
wright had  told  examinant  that  letters  had  been  received 
from  Pennsylvania,  giving  great  encouragement  that  they 
should  be  joined  from  that  quarter;  thai  the  number  of 
tories  now  with  General  Howe  was  5.600,  and  upwards ; 
that  Barton  had  fifteen  hundred  under  his  command,  as 
this  cxaminant  was  informed  bv  said  Cartwriirht. 

(Signed,)  SAMUEL  HERRIN. 

"  Sworn  before  me. 

"  JoN.A.  Lawrence. 
"  Kingston,  Jpril  16,  1777." 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  authorized  to  per- 
mitSolomon  Comb,  Robert  Denton  and  James  Cheesman  to 
enlist  in  Col.  Van  Schaick's  or  Ganscvoorl's  resiments, 
provided  no  more  than  one  enlist  in  the  same  company. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  examination  of  Samuel 


Herrin  be  sent  lo  Brigr.  Genl.  George  Clinton,  and  that  he 
be  rer(ucslcd  to  cause  the  persons  tliercin  riicnlioned  to  be 
apprehended. 

Ordered,  That  .Mr.  W  isner  ho  discharged  from  the  com- 
mitlee  to  whom  was  referred  ihc  letter  "from  Joseph  Bar- 
ton, at  New-York,  directed  lo  .Mr.  Welcn,  and  which  Mr. 

isner  delivered  into  Convention  last  niuht,  and  that  Mr. 
Clarke  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  be  added  to  thai  com- 
mittee. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
plan  of  government. 

The  8lli  paragraph  was  read.  Mr.  Morris,  according 
to  the  notice  by  him  given  yesterday,  moved  ili.-it  from 
and  after  the  words  "  formerly  did"  to  the  eiul  ot  ihi?  pa- 
ragraph, be  obliterated,  and  the  following  words  there 
inserted,  viz  : 

"  And  that  a  majority  of  the  said  members  shall  from 
time  to  time  constitute  a  House  sufficient  to  proceed  upon 
business." 

The  same  was  read,  and  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 
The  8th  paragraph,  with  the  amendment,  being  read,  was 
agreed  to.  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  paragraph  be  amended  accor- 
dingly. 

Adjourned  till  afternoon. 

Thursday  Afternoon,  April  17,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment   .., 

Present— Colonel  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-Presulciil. 

GpiiI.  ScoU,  Mr.  liancker,  Mr.  Harper,  :\rajor  Van  Zanilt,  Mr.  Dun- 
scomb,  Mr.  Beekman — JS'ein-York. 
Major  Lawrence — Queens. 
Tvlr.  Harper,  Mr.  Xe\vl;erk — Tryon. 

Major  Landon,  Cant.  Sclienk,  Mr.  R,  R.  Livingston,  IMr.  G.  Living, 
ston — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Cuylcr,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Robt.  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr. 
Adgate — .'Jlbunij. 

Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Wisnur — Orange. 
Colo.  Williams,  Mr.  Vfehsler—Chnrlotte. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 
Mr.  Smith,  .Mr.  Hohart,  Mr.  Tredwell— .Sk/o/A-. 

Mr.  Morris,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  -Mr.  'Sl'Ms,  Judge  Grali.Tiu,  Major 
Lockwood — Westchester. 

Mr.  Cantine,  Major  Tappcn — Ulster.  ,  '       ,  , 

An  account  of  Capt.  Tlieodorus  Brett,  for  4  months'  and 
fourteen  days'  service,  and  nineteen  weeks  and  one  day 
billet  ing,  in  the  employment  of  the  commiliee  for  detecting 
I  conspiracies,  &c.  was  read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Ganse 
voort.  Judge  Graham  and  Colo.  De  Witt. 

The  paragraph  reported  yesterday  to  be  inserted  in  lieu 
of  the  ii2i)d  paragra])h,  as  reported  by  ihe  couirniitee  of 
government,  was  again  read,  and  the  question  being  put 
I  thereon,  it  was  agreed  to  rie?n..  con.  and  ordered  to  be  in- 
serted in  the  said  plan. 

The  report  of  the  said  committee  of  a  parr.oraph  to  be 
inserted  m  lieu  of  the  3rd  para!zra|ih  as  it  reiriaincd  with 
the  amendments  of  last  eveniiii;,  was  read. 

General  Scott  then  moved,  and  was  seconded  bv  .Mr. 
Dunscomb,  ih,  t  ihe  foUowinu  proviso  be  added  to  the  or- 
dinance for  regulating  the  number  of  Representatives  for 
each  county,  to  wit : 

"  Provided  always  that  the  number  of  Representatives 
for  each  county  which  had  a  representation  in  itie  last  ses- 
sions of  General  Assembly  for  the  Colony  of  IVew-York, 
shall  never  be  less  than  it  was  in  such  Inst  sessions,  and 
that  the  number  of  Representatives  tor  each  of  the  counties 
of  Cumberland  and  Gloucester,  shall  not  be  less  liian  two, 
notwithstanding  any  future  erection  of  a  county  or  coun- 
ties out  of  the  counties  now  existing  within  this  State." 
Debates  arose  thereon. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  question  on  the 
amendment  was  put,  and  carried  in  the  negative,  in  manner 
following,  to  wit : 
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For  the  negative.  For  the  affirmative. 

Albany,   6      New-York,    H 

Ulster  4       Orange,  3 

Westchester,   .1  — 

Colo.  Drake  dissenting.  1 1 

Dutchess,  5 

Charlotte,   o 

—         Suffolk  diviUed. 
21 

The  said  paragrapli  was  then  read,  and  the  question  put 
thereon,  it  was  carried  in  ilie  affirmative,  in  manner  fol- 
lowing : 

For  the  affirmative.  For  the  negalice. 

Westchester,   .j      Ncw-York,  8 

Col.  Drake  dissenting. 

Dutchess,   5 

Albany,   ti 

Ulster,   4 

Snfiolk   4 

Orange  3 

Charlotte,   2 

28 

Thereupon, 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  said  paragraph  be  inserted  in  the 
plan  of  government,  as  the  .3rJ  paraurapli. 

The  paragraph  reported  by  the  .said  committee  to  be  in- 
serted in  heu  of  tlie  4th  paragraph,  was  then  read,  and  the 
question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative, 
in  manner  following,  viz  : 

jpor  the  affirmative.  For  the  negative, 

Dutchess,  5       New- York,   8 

Westchester,   4       Orange,  3 

Colo.  Drake  dissenting.  — 

Albany,   6  II 

Charlotte,   2 

Suffolk,  4 

Ulster,   4 

25 

Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  paragraph  be  inserted  in  the 
plan  of  government  as  the  4lh  paragraph. 

Jlr.  Morris  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the  follow- 
ing paragraph  be  added  to  the  plan  of  government,  to  wit : 

"  And  wHERE.is  a  regard  to  the  rights  of  human  nature 
and  the  principles  of  our  holy  religion,  loudly  call  upon  us 
to  dispense  the  blessings  of  Irecdoin  to  all  mankind  :  and 
inasmuch  as  it  would  at  present  be  productive  of  great 
dangers  to  liberate  the  slaves  within  this  State:  It  is, 
therefore  most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  future  Legis- 
latures of  the  State  of  New-York,  to  take  the  most  eflec- 
tual  measures  consistent  with  the  public  safety,  and  the 
private  property  of  individuals,  for  abolishing  domestic 
slavery  within  the  same,  so  that  in  future  ages,  eveiy  hu- 
man being  who  breathes  the  air  of  this  State,  shall  enjoy 
the  privileges  of  a  freeman." 

The  same  being  read,  the  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  preamble  of  the  plan  of  government  was  then  read, 
and  taken  into  consideration. 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  aareed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  acts  and  proceed inus  of  the  several 
committees  from  time  lo  lime  appointed  wiihin  the  Colony 
of  New-York  ami  this  State  iiy  the  several  Provincial  Con- 
gresses of  the  s.iid  Colony,  or  by  llicir  Convention,  be,  and 
thev  hereby  are  ratified  and  confirmed. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


FRIDAY  MORNING, 

April  18,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present -Mr.  C.incker,  Major  Van  ZanJi.  .^Ir.  Dunscomb,  Mr. 
Harper,  Capt.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Beckman,  Genl.  .Scotl— iVfij.>'ort. 
Major  Lawrence — Queens. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk— Trym. 

Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Capt.  Schenk,  .Major  LandoD,  Mr.  R.  R.  Living. 
Hon — Dutches. 


Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Bleccker,  Mr.  Adgate.  Mr.  Robert  Yates,  Mr. 
Gansevoort,  Mr.  Cuyler — 'llbany. 
Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Clarke — Orange. 
Mr-  Webster,  Colo.  Williams— C7iaWo(ic. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Smilh,  Mi:  Hobart,  Mr.  TredwcU,  Mr.  iNIillcr— .'•///o/ft. 
Judge  Graham,  Major  Lockwood,  Colo.  Drake,  Mr.  Muiris — West- 
chester. 

.Major  Tappen,  Colo.  Do  Will— Ulster. 

Colonel  Van  Cortlandt,  the  Vice-President,  being  absent, 
Mr.  Gansevoort  was  elected  President  pro  tempore,  and 
accordingly  took  the  chair. 

A  letter  from  Hugh  Hughes,  deputy  quarlcr-ma-ter-ge- 
neral,  dated  the  9lh  instant,  accompanying  an  cxcmpuon 
for  a  number  of  workmen  at  Sterling  iron  works  Irum  mili- 
tary duty,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  petition  be  committed 
to  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  and  Colo.  De 
Witt. 

The  affidavits  of  Capt.  William  Leonard,  Oliver  Mil- 
deberger  and  Philip  Staats,  and  a  certificate  of  Doct.  Ana- 
nias Cooper,  all  declaring  Christopher  Ficgenlieim.  (who 
is  drafted  for  the  militia,)  nicapable  of  serving  in  the  mili- 
tia, by  reason  of  a  complaint  in  his  back,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  Colo.  Graham  to 
inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  aifidavits  and  certific'ite  pro- 
duced to  this  Convention  by  Christopher  Ficffenlieirn,  re- 
lative to  his  inability  to  serve  in  the  militia,  and  if  tlicy 
should  appear  to  him  to  be  just  and  true,  to  grant  him  a 
discharge. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  Governor  Trum- 
bull's letter  of  the  1st  inst.  with  the  enclosures,  reported  a 
draft  of  a  letter  in  answer  thereto,  which  was  read,  agreed 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  transmitted.  Also,  a  draft  of  a  letter 
to  Congress,  on  the  same  subject,  to  wit,  relative  to  the 
persons  belonging  to  this  State  permitted  by  Governor 
Trumbull  lo  go  to  New- York  on  parol.  The  said  letter 
was  likewise  read  and  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  trans- 
mitted ;  which  said  letters  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  Sir — Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  1st  April  instant, 
has  been  laid  before  the  Convention.  As  the  several  pri- 
soners referred  lo  in  it  were  subjects  of  this  State,  and  re- 
moved lo  Connecticut  for  no  other  purpose  than  llial  they 
might  be  kept  safe,  the  Convention  wish  their  advice 
had  been  obtained  previous  to  their  being  pernnlted  to  re- 
turn to  New-York.  Parols  of  honour  have  been  so  often 
and  sn  shamefully  violated  by  men  of  the  like  character 
with  them,  that  little  room  was  left  for  confideiice.  Besides, 
the  Convention  had  it  ever  in  view  to  detain  those  persons 
as  hostages  for  the  good  treatment  of  such  of  their  friends 
as  might  from  time  to  time  be  in  the  enemy's  power,  and 
to  retaliate  on  the  former  whatever  severities  might  be  ex- 
ercised towards  the  latter. 

"Some  gentlemen  of  this  vSlate,  who  have  uniformly 
distinguished  iheinsclves  by  a  zealous  attachment  to  the 
American  cause,  are  now  close  prisoners  in  the  city  o(  New- 
York,  and  the  Convention  are  desirous  either  of  obtaining 
their  exchange,  or  retaliating  their  injuries. 

"  The  dii  ifTecled,  or  ralher  the  rebels,  ihroughoul  Ame- 
rica, have  hitherto  been  treated  with  a  degree  of  indulgence 
which  neither  the  recrard  due  lo  iho  country  nor  iheir  me- 
rits can  justify.  Without  vigour,  firmness  and  decision, 
few  revolutions  succeed. 

"  The  Convention  beg  the  favour  of  your  Excellency  to 
cause  ihe  several  prisoners  belongina  to  this  State,  and  now 
on  parol  in  New-York,  to  return  ;  and  if  their  further  resi- 
dence in  Connecticut  should  be  disagreeable,  the  Conven- 
tion will  provide  for  their  accommodation  in  this  State.  ' 
"  His  Excellency  Governor  Tru.mbui.t,." 

"Jlpril  18,  17/7. 

"Sir — By  order  of  the  Convention  of  this  State,  I  have 
the  honour  of  transmitting  to  you  the  enclosed  papers,  con- 
taining their  proceedings  on  the  resolution  of  the  Honoura- 
ble the  General  Congres.s,  relative  to  the  exchange  of  Mr. 
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Jaiinccj',  Ju"''-  for  Major  West,  wliich  tlie  Convenlioii  con-  I 
imuc  tlieir  endeavours  to  accomplish.    Be  pleased  to  read 
the  enclosed  papers  ia  the  order  in  which  they  are  num- 
bered. 

"  I  liave  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
«  To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Trest.  See." 

A  letter  from  John  Dumont,  Esquire,  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  Kingston,  relative  to  a  suspected  person  who 
was  conveyed  from  this  place  to  Sagcrties  by  Jan  Freer, 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  Colo.  De 
Witt,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Abram.  Yates  and  Mr.  Cuyler, 
and  that  they  be  directed  to  use  the  best  means  in  their 
power  to  cause  the  said  suspected  person  to  be  appre- 
hended. 

A  petition  of  David  Hobby,  Jona.  Horton  and  Cornelius 
Stienrods,  late  captains  in  Colo.  McDougali's  and  Ritzma's 
regiments,  relative  to  pay  still  due  to  them  and  their  com- 
panies, was  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  apply  to  the  Paymaster-General. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  account  of 
Capt.  Charles  Sprainger,  master  of  the  brigantine  Mary, 
reported  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"That  the  said  brigantine  is  the  property  of  Joseph 
Towers  and  David  Henrv  Mallows,  now  or  late  both  in 
New- York. 

"That  the  said  Charles  Sprainger  is  and  has  been  cap- 
tain of  the  said  brigantine  smce  she  was  launched,  and 
that  he  has  an  account  against  the  said  brigantine  for  wa- 
ges and  disbursements  for  the  use  of  tlie  said  brigantine, 
after  giving  credit  for  cash  received  for  sundries  taken  from 
on  board  her  for  the  public  use,  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
£94  18s.  9(f. 

"  That  the  said  brigantine  is  a  good,  new  vessel,  and 
cannot  now  be  sold  for  her  value.  Therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  said  Charles  Sprainger  be  at  li- 
berty to  remain  on  board  and  keep  charge  of  the  said  bri- 
gantine ;  that  he  have  a  claim  against  her  for  wliat  may  be 
justly  due  to  him  ;  and  that  she  be  securely  moored  in  the 
Roundout  creek." 

The  said  report  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

A  letter  from  John  Barclay,  Esquire,  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  Albany,  dated  ^iarch  2.5,  1777,  enclosing 
the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Gamble,  an  inhabitant 
of  the  city  of  Albany,  praying  leave  to  make  application 
to  the  Convention  to  repair  to  New-York,  were  respec- 
tively read  ;  and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Albany  and  Mr.  Gam- 
ble be  informed  tliat  as  Mr.  Gamble  is  in  the  service  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  this  Convention  are  ready  and 
willing  to  exchange  him  agreeably  to  his  rank. 

Friday  Aftei;noon,  April  18,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prese.n'T — Leonard  Gansevoort,  Esquire,  Prest.  pro  tern. 
Genl.Scolt,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  rmnscomb,  Capt.  Rutsers,  Mr.  Beck- 
man,  Mr.  Harper,  Major  Van  ZanJt— .Vcic-ror/c. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk— rryon. 
Major  Tappen,  Col.  Dc  V/"M— Ulster. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Capt.  Schenk,  .Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Major 
Landon — Pulchesi. 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Bleeckcr,  Mr. 
Adgate,  Mr-  Rol)t.  Ya.lQs—yllburnj. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Clarke — Orange. 

Mr.  Webster,  Colo.  Willinms — Charloile. 

Major  Lawrence— Qycens. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Trcdwoll,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  \\ohan—$uff„lk. 
Judge  Graham,  Colo.  Drake,  Major  Lnckwood— H'cs/rtcs/er. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberluiul. 

The  petition  of  Matthew  Goes,  Jnnr.  and  Dirck  Gardi- 
rier,  prisoners  on  parol  at  Hurley,  praying  to  be  permitted 
lo  go  to  and  remain  at  their  respective  places  of  abode,  on 
parol,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  lie  on  the  table. 


Mr.  William  Harper,  seconded  by  Colo.  Drake,  moved, 
that  all  such  disalVecled  persons  as  have  violated  their 
parols,  and  departed  from  the  places  assigned  for  ilicir  re- 
sidence, or,  being  confined,  have  escaped  from  their  con- 
fmement,  be  directed  to  be  apprehended,  and  secured  in 
the  jail  nearest  lo  the  respective  place  of  abode  of  such 
persons  respectively,  unlil  furlher  order  of  this  Convention. 

Debates  arose,  and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  it 
was  carried  in  the  negative. 

A  pay  abstract  of  Cajjt.  Ebenezer  Woodhull's  company 
of  lighlhorse,  from  Cornwall,  in  Orange  cimnlv.  in  the 
Slate  of  New- York,  in  General  George  Clinton's  l'rii,'ade, 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  of  America,  cl  iuuiciic- 
ing  the  16th  day  of  July,  1776,  and  ending  the  l.im  Jav 
of  January,  1777,  boih  days  included,  containing!-  liic 
names  of  the  persons  of  that  company,  who  had  been  in 
service,  and  the  number  of  days  each  person  respectivclv 
had  served,  whereby  there  is  charged  in  the  whole,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  twentv-one  days'  service,  was 
exhibited. 

Thereto  is  annexed  a  certificate  of  Brigadier-General 
George  Clinton,  dated  the  15th  day  of  January  last,  that 
he  had  carefully  examined  the  said  pay  abstract  of  Capt. 
Ebenezer  Woodhull's  company  of  Orange  lighlhorse,  with 
respect  to  the  number  of  days  which  they  are  therein  men- 
tioned to  have  served,  and  does  not  discover  any  mistake 
or  error ;  and  he  thereby  further  certifies,  that  whenever 
any  of  the  said  company  were  relieved  bv  others,  the  days 
spent  in  travelling,  by  means  of  such  relief,  are  not  includ- 
ed in  the  above  abstract,  it  being  for  their  own  ease  and 
conveniency. 

An  eslablishment  for  the  pay  of  the  lighlhorse,  in  Con- 
tinental service,  being  unknown  to  this  Convention,  and 
Capt.  Ebenezer  Woodhull's  company  being  much  in  want 
of  their  pay,  for  their  service  last  summer  in  the  Conli- 
nenlal  army,  to  support  them  in  furlher  service,  lo  wiiich 
they  are  now  called  by  General  George  Clinton  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  advance  lo 
Capt.  Ebenezer  WoodhuU  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, exclusive  of  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  ordered 
to  be  paid  to  him,  by  llie  (^der  of  the  Commiuce  of 
Safety,  on  the  ninth  day  of  January  last. 

A  petition  of  Sleplien  Wood,  one  of  the  disaffected  per- 
sons now  confined  in  Kingston  jail  ;  and  a  petition  of  Ben- 
jamin Smith,  another  of  the  said  disaflected  persons,  both 
lately  apprehended  by  Major  Wisner,  on  ihcir  wav  lo  the 
enemy,  or  places  in  llieir  power,  were  read.  They  jirav 
for  tlieir  discharges. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  ihe  com- 
mittee appointed  by  this  Convention  lo  hear  and  e.vamine 
the  prisoners  brought  to  Kingston  jail  by  Major  Wisner. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mv.  Wisner, 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
and  consider  the  proceedings  of  a  court  martial  in  the  re- 
spective cases  of  Devine  and  Knapp  of  Orange 
county. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tredwell,  Major  Lawrence  and 
Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  be  a  commiuee  for  tliat  purpose. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  Robert  Van  Rensselaer,  dated  ihc 
16tli  of  April  instant,  directed  to  Ijconard  Gansevoort, 
Esquire,  (now  President  pro  tempore,)  was  read,  and  fol- 
lows, viz  : 

"  Dk.\r  Sir — Upon  my  arrival  home,  I  found  a  letter 
from  the  chairman  of  the  county  commillce,  requesting  the 
assistance  of  our  militia  to  quell  an  insurrection  ol  the  lories 
in  Ballstown,  and  upon  inquiry  found  that  the  same  spirit 
prevailed  much  in  my  regiment,  to  such  a  degree  that  it 
appears  numbers  have  enlisted,  and  have  taken  an  oath  of 
secrecy  and  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great  FJritain,  and 
that  a  rc!iiment  of  royal  volunteers  is  to  be  raised  in  the 
county  of  Albany,  under  the  command  of  J.  Hudson,  as 
will  appear  by  the  enclosed  ;  in  consequence  of  which  we 
have  Tiot  complied  with  tlie  request  of  the  chairman. 
Seventeen  of  the  villains  are  now  in  confmcment,  and  by 
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the  vigilance  of  our  commiltce,  and  militia  officers,  hope 
soon  to  detect  the  whole,  ami  transmit  to  liie  Convention 
the  proof  tliat  sliall  be  collected. 

"  I  am,  dear  sir,  in  great  haste, 
"Yours, 

(Signed,)       "ROBT.  VAN  RENSSELAER. 
"jSpril  16,  1777." 

The  copy  of  the  terms  of  enlistment  for  the  battalion  of 
loyal  volunteers  raising  for  the  enemy's  service  in  the 
county  of  Albany,  under  J.  lluctson,  colonel  commandant, 
together  with  copies  of  the  oaths  taken  by  such  volunteers, 
were  read. 

Convention  took  the  same  into  consideration  ;  and  there- 
upon. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  affidavits  received  from 
the  committee  of  Albany,  and  the  information  received  from 
Colo.  Van  Rensselaer,  be  transmuted  to  the  conunanding 
officer  of  the  militia  at  Albany,  and  that  he  be  requested 
immediately  to  call  a  court  martial  for  the  trial  of  the  cri- 
minals ;  and  that  the  commutce  of  the  county  of  Albany 
be  requested  to  afford  lliem  every  assistance  iu  tlicir  power 
in  preparing  and  coUcctins  the  proofs. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  at  Poughkeepsic,  ap- 
pointed to  detect  and  defeat  all  conspiracies,  &c.  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  the  names,  and  direct  the  delivery  of 
such  prisoners  as  are  confined  in  the  counties  of  Ulster, 
Orange  or  Dutchess,  as  come  within  the  resolutions  of  the 
first  and  seventeenth  days  of  April,  to  General  George 
Clinton,  together  with  the  proofs  aszainst  the  criminals  ; 
and  that  General  Clinton  be  requested  to  institute  a  court 
martial  for  their  trial. 

Resolved,  That  a  discretionary  power  be  given  to  the 
said  commissioners  to  pardon  or  dismiss  such  of  the  per- 
sons now  in  confinement,  as  they  conceive  may  safely  be 
admitted  to  go  at  large  ;  and  that  3Ir.  Abraham  Yates  and 
Colonel  Williams  be  a  committee  to  draw  a  letter  to  the 
commissioners. 

Mr.  Yates  immediately  reported  a  draft  of  such  letter, 
which  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

"  Gentle.men — By  the  enclosed  resolutions  of  Conven- 
tion, you  have  a  discretionary  power  to  pardon  and  dismiss 
such  of  the  prisoners  now  ui  confinement,  as  you  conceive 
may  with  safety  go  at  large.  I  am  directed  to  acquaint 
you,  that  if  among  the  prisoners  there  be  any  young  men 
whose  principles  may  not,  in  your  ojiinian,  be  so  inimical 
to  our  cause  as  to  render  them  dangerous,  you  will  use 
your  influence  to  get  them  to  enlist  in  one  ol  the  five  regi- 
ments of  this  State,  and  that  you  take  care  not  to  suffer  too 
many  of  them  to  enlist  in  one  regiment. 

"  I  am,  yours,  &c. 

"To  the  Commissioners,  Ac." 

The  same  being  read,  was  approved  and  ordered  to  be 
transmitted. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Morris's 
motion  of  last  evening,  with  respect  to  the  aboll^!llng  of 
domestic  slavery,  and  which  was  postponed  until  to-day. 

The  same  being  read,  debates  arose  ;  wiierciipon  the 
same  was  again  read,  without  the  preamble  ;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  allirmativc,  in 
manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  affirmath-e. 

Albany,   •> 

Dutchess,   5 

Suffolk  4 

Oranse,  3 

Westchester,    ■*  [f"'"-        U  lU  harin?  lea 

Charlotte    2       the  House  hi  lorc  this  matter 

—       c.'irne  on,  Ulster  h.id  no  vole  for 
24       wnnt  of  a  quorum.] 

The  preamble  to  the  said  motion  was  then  read,  and  the 
consideration  thereof  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


For  the  ntgatirr. 
Xew-Yori<|   8 


SATURDAY  MORxMING, 

April  19,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjuurnment. 

Present — Leonard  Gansevooi't,  Esi(.  Pres.  pro.  tun. 

Capt.  Rutgers,  Wr.  Hurper,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  tlancKer,  iMajor  Van 
Zandt,  Genl.  Scott— A'cif-i'or/c. 

Major  Lawrence— Queens. 

Mr.  Harper,  -Mr.  Kewkerk — Tryon. 

Major.  Tappen,  Colo.  He  Witt,  Mr.  Cantine— C7s(i  r. 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Adgale,  Mr.  Abia.  Yaies,  Mr. 
Bleecker — dlban'j. 

Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Wisner— Orange. 

Colo.  Williams,  Maj.  Webster— C/iar^»e. 

Mr.  K.  11  Livingston,  Major  Landon,  Mr.  G.  Livinv'ston.  Capt.  John 
Schenk — Dutchess. 

.Mr.  Smith,  i\Ir.  Ilobart,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Miller— i'»jfo/fc. 

Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Morris,  Colo.  Drake,  Major  Lockwood— It'e.';:. 
Chester, 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

A  petition  of  Alexander  Cruikshank  and  John  Gum- 
ming, praying  for  a  reexamination  of  any  witnesses  who 
may  have  testified  against  them,  or  that  they  may  be  re- 
moved to  the  fort  at  Albany  as  their  place  of  confinement. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  Major 
Tappen,  Major  Lawrence  and  Mr.  Cuyler. 

Colo.  De  Wilt  requested  a  pass  for  Matthew  Goes,  Junr. 
and  Dirck  Gardinier,  to  go  to  Poughkeepsic  to  the  coinmis- 
sioners  appointed  for  the  detecting  of  conspiracies,  &:c.  m 
this  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  application  be  referred  to  the 
committee  above  named. 

l"he  preamble  to  the  resolution  postponed  yesterday  eve- 
ning, was  read. 

Mr.  Morns  moved  that  the  said  preamble  be  obliterated, 
and  the  following  inserted  in  its  stead,  viz  : 

"  Inasmuch  as  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  to  proceed 
to  the  liberating  of  slaves  within  this  State,  in  the  present 
situation  thereof." 

Debates  arose  thereon;  and  the  question  being  put  there- 
on, it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  in  manner  following,  viz  : 

For  the  affirmative.  For  the  negative. 

Orange,   3       New-York,   S 

Albany,   (i       Ulster,   4 

Sufl'olk,    4  — 

CharloUe,   2  .  12 

Westchester,   4  ■     ■ . 

Col.  Drake  dissenting.  .i       :  ' 

Dutchess,   5  ,  .  .  ,  ; 

—24 

The  question  put  on  the  preamble  was  carried  as  above. 
The  preamble  and  paragraph  being  read  together  for  the 
question. 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  moved,  and  was  seconded,  for 
the  previous  question,  to  wit :  whether  the  question  on  the 
paragraph  shall  be  now  put  ?  The  previous  question  being 
put,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  tolluwing,  viz: 

For  the  previcus  question. 

New-York,   8 

Dutchess   5 

Westchester,   4 

5  Mr.  Morris  dissenting. 

SuHolk,   4 

Ulster,   4 

Albany,   6 

Mr.  Adgale  and  Mr.  -31 
Bleecker  dissenting. 

Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
report  a  plan  for  organizing  the  form  of  government,  by 
direction  of  that  committee,  moved,  and  was  seconded  by 
Mr.  i\Iorris,  that  between  the  25th  and  26ih  paragraphs  as 
reported,  the  following  paragraph  be  inserted,  viz  : 

"  And  be  it  further  ordained.  Thai  the  register  and  clerk 
in  chancery,  be  appointed  by  the  chancellor  ;  the  clerks  of 
the  supreme  court,  by  the  judges  of  the  said  court ;  the 


Jl^ainst  the  ■previous  question. 

CharloUe,   2 

Orange,   3 
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clerks  of  ihc  coiifl  of  probates,  by  the  judge  of  tlie  said 
court ;  and  ilie  register  and  marshal  of  the  court  of  adini- 
raliyi  ''y  j'^^S*^  °^  admiralty;  the  said  marshal,  re- 
gisters and  clerks,  to  continue  in  otlice  during  the  pleasure 
of  those  by  whom  they  are  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid." 

The  same  being  read  a  second  time,  was  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  be  inserted  in  the  said  plan  of  government. 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  then  moved,  and  was  seconded 
by  Mr.  Morris,  that  the  two  following  paragraphs  be  agreed 
to  and  inserted  in  the  said  form  of  government,  viz : 

"  And  that  all  attorneys,  solicitors  and  counsellors  at  law 
hereafter  to  be  appointed,  be  appointed  by  the  court  and 
licensed  by  the  first  judge  of  the  court  in  which  they  shall 
respectively  plead  or  practise,  and  be  regulated  by  the  rules 
and  orders  of  the  said  courts. 

"  And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  where,  by  this  consti- 
tution, the  duration  of  any  office  shall  not  be  ascertained, 
such  office  shall  be  construed  to  be  held  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  council  of  appointment,  provided  that  new  commis- 
sions shall  be  issued  to  judges  of  the  county  courts  (other 
tlinn  to  the  first  judge,)  and  to  justices  of  the  peace,  once 
at  least  in  every  three  years." 

The  said  two  paragraphs  being  separately  read,  and  the 
question  put  on  each  of  them  respectively,  the  said  para- 
graphs were  respectively  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  in- 
serted in  the  form  of  government. 

Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston,  pursuant  to  a  notice  by  him 
given  yesterday,  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  General 
Scott,  that  the  22d  paragraph,  as  now  in  the  form  of  go- 
vernment, be  reconsidered. 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Livingston  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the 
words  "  together  with  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  for 
the  time  being,"  be  obliterated. 

The  question  being  put  thereon  by  ayes  and  noes,  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Therefore,  by  order,  those  words  were  obliterated. 

The  said  paragraph  as  amended,  was  then  read.  Mr. 
Hobart  then  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Tredwell, 
that  the  words  "  openly  nominate  and  appoint,"  be  oblite- 
rated, and  the  words  "elect  by  ballot,"  there  suijstituted. 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  was  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive, and  therefore  rejected. 

Mr.  Wisner  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  General  Scott, 
that  the  words  "  that  one  member  of  the  Asseniblv  to  be 
annually  elected,"  be  added  to  the  Council  for  the  nomina- 
tion of  officers. 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative,  in  the  manner  following,  viz  : 

For  the  affirmative.  For  the  negative. 

SofTolk,                              4  Ulster,   4 

Albany                                6  Westcliester,   4 

Messrs.   Gansevoort  and  Maj,  Lockwood dissenting. 

Cujler  dissenting.  Charlotte,   2 

Orange,                               ^  New.York,   8 

—  Dutchess,   5 

13  —23 

Therefore  the  said  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  moved,  and  was  seconded  by 
Mr.  Morris,  that  after  liie  words  "  shall  be  president  and 
have  a,"  the  following  words  be  inserted,  viz  :  "  vote,  and 
upon  an  equal  division  his  shall  be  considered  as  the,"  and 
that  the  words  "  but  no  other  vole,"  be  obliterated,  so  that 
the  lines  would  read  thus,  viz  :  "  U  hen  they  shall  respec- 
tively administer  the  guvernmcnt,  shall  be  president  and 
have  a  vote,  and  upon  an  equal  division,  his  shall  be  con- 
.sidered  as  the  casting  voice." 

^  Debates  arose  tiiereon.  After  some  time  spent  therein, 
llie  question  was  put  thereon  and  carried  in  the  negative, 
in  the  manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  nci;aiivc.  For  the  affirmative. 

Safiblk,   4       Dutchess   5 

Mr.  Hobart  dissenting.  Westchester,   4 

Orange,  3  Maj.  Lockwood  dissenting. 

Ulster,   4       Albany  6 

New.York,                         8  Mr.  Abraham  Yates  dis- 

Charlotte,                          2  senting.  — 

-2t  15 


Therefore  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Morris  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the  words 
"  and  consent"  be  obliterated  ;  and  with  the  intent  that  the 
Governor  may  appoint  as  he  pleases  against  the  advice  of 
the  Council,  and  appeal  to  the  ])eople. 

The  question  being  put  thereon  it  was  carried  in  the  ne- 
gative, as  follows,  VIZ  : 

For  the  negative. 

Suilolk,   4       Ulster   4 

Oranae,   3       Dutchess,   '  j 

Charlotte,  2  _ 

New-York,   8  32 

Albany,    G  Westchester  divitluj. 

The  said  paragraph  being  again  read,  Mr.  Tredwell 
moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  William  Har|3or,  "  that 
the  Assembly  appoint  the  Council  lor  the  apponitnicni  of 
officers  out  of  their  own  body  and  not  out  of  the  Sena'e  " 
The  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  cariied  in  the  nega- 
tive, as  follows  : 


For  the  affirmative. 
Charlotte,  '  


For  the  negative. 

Westchester,   4 

Ulster,   4 

Dutchess,    5 

Suffolk   4 

.Mr.  Tredwell  dissenting. 

Albany,   6 

New. York,   8 

Mr.  Harper  dissenting. 
Orange,   3 

34 

Therefore  lAIr.  Tredwell's  proposed  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  22nd  paragraph,  and 
agreed  to. 

Die  S.iBBATi,  4  ho.  P.  M.  April  19,  1TT7. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pkfsknt— Leonard  Gansevoort,  Esq.  President  pro  teiii. 
Genl.  Scott,  Major  Van  Ziindt,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  J^unsconib.  Mr. 
Harper — yew-York. 

-Mr.  W.  Harper,  J\Ir.  Newkerk — Tnjon. 
Col.  De  Witt,  .Major  Tappen — Ulster. 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colo.  Livingston,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Jno.  Ten  Hroeck, 
Mr.  Ad^'ate,  .Mr.  Blcecker — ■Jllbany. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  .Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Capt.  John  Schenk,  i\I.ijor 
Landon — Dutchess. 

Major  Web.ster,  Colo.  Williams — Charlotte. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Hobart,  i\Ir.  Tredwell,  Mr.  UiWev— Suffolk. 

Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Morris,  Colo.  Drake,  Major  Lockwood— tres/- 
Chester. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  dated  the  17th 
inst.  relative  to  disaflected  persons  in  that  countv,  was  read, 
and  follows,  to  wit  : 

"  Gent. — Since  our  last  of  the  8lh  instant,  wherein  we 
liave  in  some  measure  pointed  out  our  intricate  situation, 
we  are  under  the  necessity  to  olTer  our  farther  thoughts  on 
ihc  present  perplexing  limes,  since  the  aforesaid  represen- 
tation. We  have  our  jails  crowded  in  such  a  manner  as 
not  to  admit  of  any  additional  prisoners  being  sent  to  us, 
though  conscious  that  the  numbets  who  have  engaged  in 
this  county  in  direct  opposition  to  our  cause,  we  judge  to 
be  nearly  one-iialf  in  some  districts,  and  in  others  not  so 
much.  It  is  true  Convention  have  passed  a  resolve  of  the 
fust  instant  for  certain  ctimes  therein  mentioned,  but  as 
ihe  greatest  number  now  confined  in  jail  we  conceive  do 
not  directly  come  under  that  resolve,  therefore  beg  your 
speedy  advice  how  to  proceed  with  persons  who  have  taken 
an  oath  of  secrecy  not  to  divulge  the  matters  entrusted  to 
them  ;  but  by  several  who  have  confessed,  we  learn  that 
they  engage  to  remain  neutral  until  the  arrival  nf  the  enemy 
in  our  county,  at  wliich  time,  if  requested  by  the  enemy, 
they  have  engaged  to  take  up  arms  against  us  to  preserve 
their  estates.  'J'he  promoters  or  heads  we  conceive  come 
under  the  aforesaid  resolve,  but  those  chiefs  we  have  not 
as  yet  been  able  to  apprehend. 
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"The  trouble  we  arc  under  in  guarding  the  above  men- 
tioned prisoners  ;  tlie  apprehensions,  should  any  of  tiiem 
escape,  might  be  attended  with  dangerous  consequences, 
and  poison  the  minds  of  oUiers  vvlio  are  wavering  in  their 
principles,  induces  us  to  re([ucst  that  some  meihod  may  be 
pointed  out  by  the  Convention  how  we  are  to  proceed  with 
those  who  do  not  come  under  your  last  resolve  ;  for  it  lias 
already  been  observed  tliat  if  the  Convention  and  commit- 
tees grant  any  further  indulgence  in  sulTering them  to  goat 
large,  our  friends  do  not  scruple  to  say,  that  they  liad  bet- 
ter give  up  the  cause,  than  to  be  daily  perplexed  in  reap- 
prehending  disaffected  persons  who  are  treated  witii  such 
great  lenity.  They  also  say,  that  under  the  aforesaid  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  more  easy  and  beneficial  m  being  a  tory 
than  a  whig,  because  the  tories  are  permitted  to  remain  at 
ease  if  they  ciioose  it ;  whereas  our  friends  are  daily  called 
and  commanded,  under  tlie  strictest  injunctions,  into  the 
field  on  some  alarm  or  other ;  others  of  our  friends  have 
asserted  if  again  commanded  to  reapprehend  such  persons 
as  have  been  before  confined  for  their  inimical  principles, 
they  will  save  the  commutees  and  Convention  the  trouble 
of  judging  them  ;  and  we  assure  you  as  a  fact,  that  should 
it  again  happen,  blood  will  be  spilt  on  the  occasion.  As 
such  proceedings  should  be  guarded  against  as  much  as 
possible,  the  matters  now  referred  to  you  call  for  your  im- 
mediate interposition,  and  to  point  out  a  mode  to  relieve  us 
from  these  more  than  pests  to  human  society. 

"  It  is  with  regret  we  are  to  inform  you  that  the  late 
proceedings  of  Convention  appointing  commissioners  order- 
ing before  them  such  persons  as  were  therein  mentioned, 
have  been  attended  with  bad  consequences  ;  as  the  persons 
who  have  attended  from  this  quarter  on  the  commissioners 
do  not  scruple  to  say,  since  their  return,  that  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  seem  to  be  timorous  to  proceed  against 
them,  and  by  their  returning  iii  the  manner  tliey  have  done, 
they  have  gained,  we  suppose,  a  number  of  proselytes. 

"We  request  your  serious  attention  on  this  important 
head,  and  immediate  direction  how  to  proceed  with  those 
who  have  heretofore  been  sent  into  a  neighbouring  State, 
and  are  returned  on  parole.  Some  of  these  are  the  princi- 
pals, who  have  art  and  cunning  to  seduce  the  country ; 
these  are  the  men  we  should  be  absolutely  rid  of;  these 
are  the  emissaries  of  our  open  enemies,  who  are  the  source 
of  all  the  present  disaffection.  For  further  particulars  re- 
specting the  above  matters  we  refer  you  to  the  bearers, 
John  Ten  Broeck  and  John  Younglove,  Esquires,  by  whom 
we  expect  your  answer. 

"  We  are,  gent,  your  most  humble  servt. 
"  By  order, 

(Signed)  "JOHN  BARCLAY,  Chairman. 

"  N.  B.  It  is  requested  that  Mr.  Ten  Broeck  may  re- 
turn to  this  place  as  soon  as  Convention  have  prepared 
their  answer.  His  family  is  in  such  a  situation,  that  it  is 
with  difficulty  we  have  been  able  to  prevad  on  him  to  be 
the  bearer  hereof. 

"  To  the  Honble.  Ihe  Conventioa  of 

this  Slate,  at  Kingston." 

Ordered,  That  the  aforesaid  letter  be  committed  to  Mr. 
Hobart,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Genl.  Scott,  .Mr.  Ten  Broeck  and  Mr. 
Treadwell. 

The  form  of  government  was  then  read. 

Sergeant  McKinney,  with  a  auard  of  Colo.  Van  Cort- 
landt's  regiment,  bronglit  to  Convention  by  order  of  Gene- 
ral McDougall,  a  certain  Thomas  Hoddmg,  charged  with 
counterfeiting  the  ContineiUal  currency,  and  that  of  Massa-  | 
chusetts  Bay. 

Ordered,  That  the  keeper  of  the  jail  of  Ulster  county, 
at  Kingston,  do  receive  and  keep  in  close  custody  Tiiomas 
Hedding,  charged  with  counterfeiting  Continental  currency, 
until  further  orders  of  this  Convention  or  due  course  of 
law. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Tappen  and  Mr.  Cuyler,  be  a 
committee  to  take  the  examination  of  the  witnesses  rela- 


tive to  the  charge  against  the  said  Hedding  ;  and  that  they 
report  the  same. 

The  form  of  government  was  read. 

On  reading  the  paragraph.  General  Scott  moved  that 
the  word  "  and"  between  the  words  "  law  of  the  land''  and 
the  words  "judgment  of  his  peer.s"  be  changed  to  "or," 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  amended  accordingly. 


SUNDAY  MORNING, 

April  20,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjouinment. 

Present — Leonard  Gansevoort,  Esq.  Prcst.  pro.  Inn. 
Major  Van  ZanJt,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Capt.  Rutirers,  Mr.  Harper  Mr. 
Bancker,  ^Ir.  Beekman,  Genl.  Scott — Scic-York.'  ' 
Col.  ^Villiams,  Major  Williams— C/iaWoi/c. 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Abra.  Yates,  Mr.  .\dgatc,  Mr.  Bleecker  Mr- 
Ten  Broeck,  Col.  Livingston — .ilhanij.  ^  ^ 
Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Wisner — Oranee. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr  ^Wer— Suffolk. 

Judge  Graham,  Major  Lockwood,  Colo.  Drake,  Mr.  Morris — West- 
chester. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Major  Tappen — Ulster. 

Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 

Major  Landon,  Capt.  Schenk,  Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Mr.  H.  U.  Liviug- 
ston — Dutchess. 

A  letter  from  Hugh  Hughes,  deputy  quarier-masier- 
general,  dated  the  19lh  instant,  directed  to  Gcnci-ul  Scott, 
and  requesting  the  use  of  the  farm  of  Beverly  Robinson, 
Junr.  for  the  Continental  service,  was  read,  and  conmiitted 
to  (jeneral  Scott  and  Colonel  Drake. 

The  whole  plan  of  government  being  read  throusli,  Mr. 
Hobart  objected  to  that  part  of  the  second  })ar,igraph, 
which  directed  bills  refused  by  llio  council  of  revision  to  be 
returned  only  to  the  Senate.  Alter  some  li.'ue  spen'.  there- 
in, Mr.  Hobart  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  after  the 
words  "in  writing  to  the  Senate"  the  words  "  or  House  of 
Assembly,  in  which  soever  the  same  shall  have  originated" 
be  added.  That  after  the  words  "two-thirds  of  the"  the 
words  "Senators  present"  bo  obliterated,  and  the  words 
"  said  Senate  or  House  of  Assembly"  be  substituted.  That 
after  the  words  "  objections  be  sent"  the  words  "  down  to 
the  Assembly"  be  obliterated,  and  the  words  "  to  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature"  be  substituted. 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  the  motion  was  agreed 

to. 

Mr.  Abraham  Yates  gave  notice  that  he  will  to-morrow 
move  to  reconsider  the  fifth  paragraph  relating  to  elec- 
tions by  ballot ;  that  the  same  be  established  for  ever  after 
the  expiration  of  the  present  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tredwell,  who  was  seconded,  the 
word  "general,"  in  the  end  of  the  second  paragrapii,  be- 
fore the  word  "  Assembly,"  was  obliterated. 

On  reading  the  third  paragraph,  on  motion,  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  words  "  to  the  Senate,"  and  the 
words  "  to  the  Council,"  and  also  the  words  "  to  the  Se- 
nate" after  the  word  "returned,"  be  obliterated. 

On  reading  the  fifth  paragraph  it  was  moved  and  agreed 
to  unanimously,  that  the  Convention  will  dispense  witli  tlie 
rule  of  a  day's  notice,  in  the  case  of  the  notice  given  by 
Mr.  Yates,  to  reconsider  the  balloting  clause. 

Thereupon,  Mr.  Yates,  witli  leave,  moved  and  was  se- 
conded by  General  Scott  and  Mr.  Tredwell,  that  the  Con- 
vention reconsider  the  said  fifth  paragraph,  and  assigned 
his  reasons.  The  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative  in  manner  following,  viz  : 

For  the  affirmative.  For  the  negative. 

Ncw-Yorl;,  8  DiUi  hess,   5  ■ 

Mr.  Rutgers  and  Mr.  Duns-  Westchester   4 

comb  dissenting.  .  .  — »  . 

Suffolk,  4  .    .  ,  9 

.Mr.  Hobart  dissenting. 

Orange  3  '  :t  ■ 

Charlotte,   2—17  Albany  divided. 
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Mr  Yates  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  for  the  fol- 
lovvin'^  amendments,  lo  wit : 

That  the  words  "  to  tlie  end  therefore  that  a  fair  experi- 
ment be  made  which  of  those  two  methods  ol  voting  is  to  be 
preferred ;"  and  that  that  part  of  the  paragraph  which  begins 
with  l!ie  words  "  And  whereas  it  is  possible,  (Sec."  as  tar 
as  the  words  "respectively  sliall  concur  therein,"  inclu- 
sive, be  obliterated,  and  the  paragraph  lett  as  it  reads 
without  those  parts  of  the  paragraph. 

Debates  arose  thereon.  After  much  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Morris,  for  the  j)revious  question,  to  wit :  whether  the 
question  on  Mr.  Yates's  motion  shall  be  now  put. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  whe- 
ther the  question  on  Mr.  Yates's  motion,  shall  be  now  put, 
it  was  carried  for  the  previous  question,  viz : 

jI gainst  the  previous  question. 
New-York    S 


Mr.  Rutgers  and  Mr.  Duns- 
corab  dissenting. 

Suffolk,   

Mr.  Hobart  dissenting. 


12 


For  iheprevious  qvcstion- 

Dutchess,   5 

Westchester,   4 

Albany,   6 

Mr.  Abm.  Yates  and  Mr. 
Adgale  dissenting. 
Orange,  3 

18 

The  previous  question  being  carried,  therefore  the  ques 
lion  on  Mr.  Yates's  motion  could  not  be  put. 

On  motion  made,  seconded  and  agreed  to,  the  words 
"  to  the  same,"  after  the  word  "  objections,"  were  oblite- 
rated, and  the  word  "thereto"  substituted;  and  after  the 
word  "  Senate,"  the  words  "  or  House  of  Assembly,  in 
•whichsoever  the  same  shall  have  originated  ;"  and  after  the 
words  "  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present,"  were  oblite- 
rated, and  the  words  "  said  Senate  or  House  of  Assembly" 
were  substituted.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  sentence  the 
words  "down  to  the  General  Assembly,"  were  obliterated, 
and  the  words  "  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature," 
were  substituted. 

In  the  last  sentence  of  the  paragraph,  the  words  "  to 
the  Senate,"  after  the  word  "  Council,"  and  the  words 
"  to  the  Council,"  after  the  word  "  presented,"  and  the 
words  "  to  the  Senate,"  after  the  word  "  returned,"  were 
obliterated. 

Die  Solis,  6  ho.  P.  M.  April  20, 1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PBE.SENT — Leonard  Gansevoort;  Esq-  Prest.  pro  tern. 
Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Bancker,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr. 
Harper,  Mr.  Beckman,  Capt.  Rulgers— New-York. 
Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 
Major  Tappen — Ulster. 

Major  Landon,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Capt.  Schenck,  Mr.  G.  Living- 
»ton — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr. 
BleecUer,  Colo.  Livingston — Albany. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Clarke,  Colo.  Allison— Orcrigc. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  lioh^Ln— Suffolk. 

Mr.  Morris,  Colo.  Drake,  Judge  Graham,  Major  Lockwood — West- 
ehester. 

Colo.  Williams,  Major  Vfebslfr— Charlotte. 
Mr.  Stephens — Cumberland. 

The  constitution,  or  plan  of  government  of  this  State, 
as  amended,  was  read  throughout,  and  such  amendments 
as  being  proposed  were  unanimously  agreed  to  without  de- 
bate by  every  member  present ;  and  the  general  question 
being  put  thereon,  it  was  affteed  to  by  every  member  pre- 
sent, except  Colo.  Peter  R.  Livingston,  who  desired  that 
his  dissent  thereto  be  entered  on  the  minutes. 

The  said  constitution,  or  plan  of  government,  as  agreed 
lo,  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  Whereas  the  many  tyranical  and  oppressive  usurpa- 
tions of  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  on  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  the  American  Colonies, 
had  reduced  tliem  to  the  necessity  of  introducing  a  govern- 
ment by  Congresses  and  Committees,  as  temporary  expe- 
dients, and  to  exist  no  longer  than  the  grievances  of  the 


people  should  remain  without  redress  :  And  wuehe.vs  the 
Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New-York  did,  on  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  May  now  last  past,  resolve  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  '  Where.\s  the  present  govcrniUL-nt  of  this  CoLdiy,  by 
Congress  and  Committees,  was  uistilulca  while  the  lormer 
government,  under  the  crown  of  Grc.it  Ikilain,  existed  in 
lull  force,  and  was  established  for  the  sole  purp...-';  of  op- 
posing the  usurpation  of  the  British  P:ir!iaiii..-rii.  .iiiJ  was 
intended  to  expire  on  a  reconciliation  with  (ir;.  ii  !(ni.iin, 
which,  it  was  then  apprehended,  would  suou  i,ii,r  r'lace 
but  is  now  considered  as  remote  and  uiic(Ti;i:n  :  '  A.nd 
WHERE-iS  many  and  great  inconveniences  aitcml  yun  s,,iii 
mode  of  government  by  Congress  and  Coniinu!i  i  s,  :is  of 
necessity,  in  many  instances,  legislative,  jiidici.d  .:uii  exe- 
cutive powers  have  been  vested  therein,  especiniiy  -mcc 
the  dissolution  of  the  former  government  by  the  aljaiLTiium 
of  the  late  Governor,  and  the  exclusion  of  tliis  Culuiiv  IriJin 
the  protection  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  : 

"  'And  wiiERE.is  the  Continental  Congress  did  resolve 
as  followeth,  to  wit : 

"  'Whereas  his  Britanic  Majesty,  in  conjunction  wiih 
the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  has,  by  a  late 
act  of  Parliament,  excluded  the  inhabitants  of  these  Unit- 
ed Colonies  from  the  protection  of  his  Crown  :  And 
whereas  no  answers,  whatever,  to  the  humble  petition  of 
the  Colonies  for  redress  of  grievances  and  reconciliation 
with  Great  Britain,  has  been,  or  is  likely  to  be  given  ;  bin 
the  whole  force  of  that  Kingdom,  aided  by  foreign  merce- 
naries, is  lo  be  exerted  for  the  destruction  of  the  good  peo- 
ple of  these  Colonies  :  And  whereas,  it  appears  absolute- 
ly irreconcilable  to  reason  and  good  conscience,  fur  the 
people  of  these  Colonies,  now  lo  take  the  oaths  and  atnr- 
mations  necessary  for  the  support  of  any  government  un- 
der the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  it  is  necessary  that 
the  exercise  of  every  kind  of  authority  under  liie  said 
Crown  should  be  totally  suppressed,  and  all  the  powers  of 
government  exerted  under  the  authority  of  the  people  of 
the  Colonies,  for  the  preservation  of  internal  peace,  virtue 
and  good  order,  as  well  as  for  the  defence  of  our  lives, 
liberties  and  properties,  against  the  hostile  invasions,  and 
cruel  depredations  of  our  enemies. 

"  'Resolved,  therefore.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
respective  Assemblies  and  Conventions  of  the  United  Co- 
lonies, where  no  government  sutficient  to  the  exitrencies 
of  their  affairs  has  been  hitherto  established,  to  adopt  such 
government  as  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  best  conduce  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of 
their  constituents  in  particular,  and  America  in  general.' 

"  And  whereas,  cloubis  have  arisen  whether  this  Con- 
gress are  invested  wiih  sutficient  power  and  aiiihority  to 
deliberate  and  determine  on  so  important  a  subject  as  the 
necessity  of  erecting  and  constituting  a  new  form  of  go- 
vernment and  internal  police,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  fo- 
reign jurisdiction,  dominion  and  control,  whatever;  A.n'd 
whereas  it  appertains  of  right  solely  to  the  people  of  this 
Colony  to  determine  the  said  doubts  ;  therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  electors  in 
the  several  counties  in  this  Colony,  by  election  in  the  man- 
ner and  form  prescribed  for  the  election  of  the  present 
Congress,  either  to  authorize  (in  addition  to  the  powers 
vested  in  this  Congress,)  their  present  deputies,  or  others 
in  the  stead  of  their  present  deputies,  or  either  ot  them,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  insti- 
tuting such  new  government,  as  in  and  by  the  said  resolu- 
tion of  the  Continental  Congress  is  described  and  recom- 
mended. And  if  the  majority  of  the  counties,  by  iheir 
Deputies  in  Provincial  Congress,  shall  be  ot  opinion  that 
such  new  government  ought  to  be  instituted  and  establish- 
ed, tlien  lo  institute  and  establish  such  a  government  as 
they  shall  deem  best  calculated  to  secure  the  rishts,  liber- 
ties and  happiness  of  the  good  people  of  this  Colony  ;  and 
to  continue  in  force  until  a  future  peace  with  Great  Britain 
shall  tender  rhe  same  unnecessary.  And 
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"'Resolved,  That  the  said  elections  in  the  several  coun- 
ties, ought  to  be  iiad  on  such  dav,  and  at  such  place  or 
places,  as  by  the  comniitiee  of  eacii  county  respectively 
shall  be  determined.  And  it  is  recommended  to  the  said 
committees,  to  fix  sucii  early  davs  for  the  said  elections, 
as  that  all  the  deputies  to  be  elected  have  sulhcient  time  to 
repair  to  the  city  of  A'ew-Yurk  by  the  second  .Monday  in 
July  next;  on  which  dav,  all  the  said  deputies  ought 
punctually  to  give  their  aticndaiice. 

"  'And  whereas  the  object  of  the  aforegoing  resolutions 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  tiie  good  people  of  tiiis  Co- 
lony : 

"  'Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  earnestly  re- 
cominended  to  the  committees,  freeholders  and  other  elec- 
tors in  the  different  counties  in  this  Colony,  diligently  to 
carry  the  same  into  execution.' 

"And  whereas  tlie  good  people  of  the  said  Colony,  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  resolution,  and  reposing  special 
trust  and  confidence  in  the  members  of  this  Convention, 
have  appointed,  authorized  and  empowered  them  for  the 
purposes,  and  in  the  manner,  and  with  the  powers  in  and 
by  the  said  resolv% specified,  declared  and  mentioned  : 

"  And  whereas  the  Delegates  to  the  United  American 
States  in  General  Congress  convened,  did,  on  liie  fourth 
day  of  July,  now  last  past,  solemnly  publish  and  declare, 
in  the  words  following,  viz  : 

'  When  in  the  course  of  human  events  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary for  one  people  to  dissolve  tlie  political  bands 
which  have  connected  them  with  another,  anu  to  assume 
among  the  powers  of  the  earth  the  separate  and  ei[ual  sta- 
tion to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nature's  God  enti- 
tle them,  a  decent  respect  to  the  opinions  of  mankind,  re- 
quures  that  they  should  declare  the  causes  wliich  nnpel 
them  to  the  separation. 

'  We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all  men 
are  created  equal;  that  they  are  endowed  bv  their  Creator 
with  certain  unalienable  rights  ;  that  among  these  are  life, 
liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  That  to  secure  these 
rights,  governments  are  instiiutcil  among  men,  deriving 
their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed;  that 
whenever  any  form  of  government  becomes  destructive  of 
'  these  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  to  alio- 
lish  it,  and  to  institute  a  new  government,  laying  its  foun- 
dation on  such  principles,  and  organizing  its  powers  in 
such  form,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely  to  elleet  their 
safety  and  happiness.  Prudence,  indeed,  will  dictate,  that 
governments  long  established  should  not  be  changed  for 
light  and  transient  causes  ;  and  accordingly,  all  experi- 
ence has  shown  that  mankind  are  more  disposed  to  suffer, 
while  evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  ri:xht  themselves  bv  abo- 
lishing the  forms  to  which  they  are  accustomed.  But 
when  a  long  train  of  abuses  and  usurpations  pursuing  in- 
variably the  same  object,  evinces  a  desis^i  to  reduce  them 
under  absolute  despotism,  it  is  their  riLrht,  it  is  their  dutv, 
to  throw  off  such  government,  and  to  provide  new  guards 
for  their  future  security.  Sucii  lias  been  the  patient  suffe- 
rance of  the  Colonics  ;  and  such  is  now  the  necessity 
which  constrains  them  to  alter  their  lormer  system  of  co- 
vernment.  The  history  of  the  present  Kinir  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, is  a  history  of  repeated  injuries  and  usurpations,  all 
having  in  direct  object,  the  establishment  ot  an  aljsolute 
tyranny  over  tliese  States.  To  prove  tins,  let  facts  he  sub- 
mitted to  a  candid  world. 

'  He  has  refused  his  assent  to  laws  the  most  wholesome 
and  necessary  for  the  public  goo<i : 

*  He  has  forbidden  his  Governors  to  pass  laws  of  imme- 
diate and  pressing  importance,  unless  suspended  in  their 
operation  till  his  assent  siiuuld  I'e  obtained  :  and  when  so 
suspended,  he  has  utterly  neiilocted  to  attend  to  them  : 
'  He  has  refused  to  pass  other  laws  for  the  accommo- 
^  .dation  of  large  districts  of  people,  miicss  those  people  would 
relinquish  the  right  of  representation  in  the  lA^gislalurc  ; 
'  "a  right  inestimable  to  them,  and  lurmidable  to  tyrants  only: 
*He  has  called  together  Legislative  bodies,  at  places 
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unusual,  uncomfortable  and  distant  from  the  depositor}'  of 
their  public  records,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  fatiguing  them 
into  compliance  with  his  measures  : 

"He  has  dissolved  Representative  Houses  repeatedly,  for 
opposing  with  manly  firmness,  his  invasions  on  the  rights 
of  the  people : 

'  He  has  refused  for  a  long  time  after  such  dissolutions, 
to  cause  others  to  be  elected  ;  whereby  tlie  Legislative 
powers,  incapable  of  annihilation,  have  returned  to  liie  peo- 
ple at  large  lor  their  exercise  :  the  State  remaining  in  the 
mean  time  exposed  to  all  the  dangers  of  invasion  from 
without,  and  convulsions  within  : 

'  He  has  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  population  of  these 
States  ;  for  that  purpose  obstructing  the  laws  for  naturali- 
zation of  foreigners  ;  refusing  to  pass  others  to  encourage 
their  migrations  hither,  and  raising  the  conditions  of  new 
appropriations  of  lands  : 

'  He  has  obstructed  the  administration  of  justice  by  re- 
fusing his  assent  to  laws  for  establishing  judiciary  powers  : 

'  He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  will  alone  for 
the  tenure  of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  and  payment  of 
their  salaries : 

'  He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  new  offices,  and  sent 
hither  swarms  of  officers  to  harass  our  people,  and  eat  out 
their  substance  : 

'  He  has  kept  among  us,  in  times  of  peace,  standing  ar- 
mies, without  the  consent  of  our  Legislatures  : 

'  He  has  affected  to  render  the  military  independent  of, 
and  superior  to,  the  civil  power  : 

'  He  has  combined  with  others  to  subject  us  to  a  juris- 
diction foreign  to  our  Constitution,  and  unacknowledged  by 
our  laws  ;  giving  his  assent  to  their  acts  of  pretended  Le- 
gislation : 

'  For  quartering  large  bodies  of  troops  among  us  : 
'  For  protecting  them  by  a  mock  trial  from  punishment 
for  any  murders  which  they  should  commit  on  the  inhabi- 
tants of  these  States  : 

'  For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world  : 
'  For  imposing  taxes  on  us  without  our  consent : 
'  For  depriving  us,  in  many  cases,  of  the  benefit  of  trial 
by  jury: 

'  For  transporting  us  beyond  seas  to  be  tried  for  pre- 
tended offences  : 

•  For  abolishing  the  free  system  of  Englisli  laws  in  a 
neighbouring  Province,  establishing  therein  an  arbitrary 
government,  and  enlarging  its  boundaries,  so  as  to  render 
It  at  once  an  example  and  fit  instrument  for  introducing  the 
same  absolute  rule  into  these  Colonies  : 

'For  taking  awav  our  charters,  abolishing  our  most  va- 
luable laws,  and  altering  fundamentally  the  forms  of  our 
governments  : 

'  For  suspending  our  own  Legislatures,  and  declarmg 
themselves  invested  with  power  to  legislate  for  us  in  all 
cases  whatsoever : 

'  He  has  abdicated  government  here,  by  declaring  us 
out  of  his  protection,  and  waging  war  against  us  : 

'  He  has  plundered  our  seas,  ravaged  our  coasts,  burnt 
our  towns,  and  destroyed  the  lives  of  our  people  : 

'  He  is,  at  this  time,  transporting  large  armies  of  fo- 
reign mercenaries  to  complete  the  works  of  death,  desolation 
and  tyranny,  already  begun  with  circumstances  of  cruelty 
and  perfidy,  scarcely  paralleled  in  the  most  barbarous  ages, 
and  totally  unworthy  the  head  of  a  civilized  nation  : 

'  He  has  constrained  our  fellow  citizens,  taken  captive 
on  the  high  seas,  to  bear  arras  against  their  country,  to 
become  the  executioners  of  their  friends  and  brethren,  or 
to  fall  themselves  by  their  hands: 

'  He  has  excited  domestic  insurrections  among  us,  and 
has  endeavoured  to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers, 
the  merciless  Indian  savages,  whose  known  rule  of  war- 
fare is  an  undistinguished  destruction  of  all  ages,  sexes  and 
conditions. 

I  '  In  every  stage  of  these  oppressions  we  have  petitioned 
'  for  redress  in  the  most  humble  terras  :  our  repeated  peti- 
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lions  have  been  answered  only  by  repeated  injury.  A 
prince  whose  character  is  thus  marked  by  every  act  which 
may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unlit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  tree  people. 

•  Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attentions  to  our  Uritish 
brcthern.  We  have  warned  them,  troni  time  to  time,  of 
attempts  by  their  Legislature  to  extend  an  unwarrantable 
jurisdiction  over  us  !  We  have  remmded  them  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  our  emigration  and  settlement  here !  We 
have  appealed  to  their  native  justice  and  magnanimity,  and 
we  have  conjured  them,  by  liie  lies  of  our  common  kindred, 
to  disavow  these  usurpations,  wliich  would  inevitably  inter- 
rupt our  connection  and  correspondence  !  They  too  have 
been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  justice  and  of  consanguinity.  We 
must,  therefore  acquiesce  in  the  necessity  which  denounces 
our  separation,  and  hold  them  as  we  hold  the  rest  of  man- 
kind, enemies  in  war,  in  peace,  friends. 

'  We,  therefore,  the  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  General  Congress  assembled,  appeal- 
ing to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  World,  for  the  rectitude  of 
our  intentions,  do  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
good  people  of  these  Colonies,  solemnly  publish  and  de- 
clare :  That  these  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  light  ought 
to  be,  free  and  independent  States  ;  that  they  are  absolved 
from  all  allegiance  to  the  British  Crown,  and  that  all  poli- 
tical connection  between  them  and  the  State  of  Great 
Britain,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  dissolved  :  and  that  as 
free  and  independent  States,  they  have  full  power  to  levy 
■war,  conclude  peace,  contract  alliances,  establish  com- 
merce, and  to  do  all  other  acts  and  things  which  indepen- 
dent States  may  of  right  do.  And  for  the  support  of  this 
declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  protection  of  Divine 
Providence,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each  other,  our  hves, 
our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honour.' 

"And  WHEREAS  this  Convention  having  taken  this  decla- 
ration into  their  most  serious  consideration,  did  on  the  ninth 
day  of  July  last  past,  unanimously  resolve,  that  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  Continental  Congress  for  declaring  the 
United  Colonies  free  and  independent  States,  are  cogent 
and  conclusive  :  and  that  while  we  lament  the  cruel  ne- 
cessity which  has  rendered  that  measure  unavoidable,  we 
approve  the  same,  and  will,  at  the  risk  of  our  lives  and 
fortunes,  join  the  other  Colonies  in  supporting  it. 

"  By  virtue  of  which  several  acts,  declarations  and  pro- 
ceedings mentioned  and  contained  in  the  aforerecited  re- 
solves or  resolutions  of  the  General  Congress  of  the  United 
American  States,  and  of  the  Congresses  or  Conventions  of 
this  State,  all  power  whatever  therein  hath  reverted  to  the 
people  thereof,  and  this  Convention  hath  by  their  suffrages 
and  free  choice  been  appointed,  and  among  other  things, 
authorized  to  institute  and  establish  such  a  government  as 
they  shall  deem  best  caiculalcd  to  secure  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  most  conducive  of 
the  happiness  and  safety  of  their  constituents  in  particular, 
and  of  America  in  general. 

"  I.  This  Convention,  therefore,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  doth  ordain, 
determine  and  declare,  that  no  authority  shall,  on  any  pre- 
tence whatever,  be  exercised  over  the  people  or  members 
of  this  State,  but  such  as  shall  be  denved  from  and  granted 
by  them. 

"  II.  This  Convention  doth  further,  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  de- 
termine and  declare,  that  the  supreme  Legislative  power, 
within  this  State,  shall  be  vested  in  two  separate  and 
distinct  bodies  of  men  ;  the  one  to  be  called  the  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  New- York  ;  the  other  to  be  called  the  Senate 
of  the  State  of  New-York  ;  who  together  shall  form  the 
Legislature,  and  meet  once  at  least  in  every  year  for  the 
despatch  cf  business. 

"  III.  And  whereas  laws  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of 
this  constitution  or  with  the  public  good,  may  be  hastily 
and  unadvisedly  passed  : 

"Be  it  Ordained,  That  the  Governor  for  the  time  being, 
the  Chancellor,  and  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or 


any  two  of  them,  together  with  the  Governor,  shall  be, 
and  hereby  arc,  constiluicd  a  Council  to  revise  all  bills 
about  to  be  passed  into  laws  by  the  Legislature  ;  and  lor 
that  purpose  shall  assemble  ihoniselves  from  time  lo  lime, 
wlien  the  Legislature  shall  be  convened  ;  for  which  never- 
theless ihey  shall  not  receive  any  salary  or  consideration, 
under  any  pretence  whatever.  And  that  all  bills,  which 
have  passed  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  shall,  before  tiicy 
become  laws,  be  presented  to  the  said  Council  for  their 
revisal  and  consideration  ;  and  if,  upon  such  revision  and 
consideration,  it  should  appear  improper  to  the  said  Coun- 
cil, or  a  majority  of  them,  that  the  said  bill  should  become 
a  law  of  this  State,  that  they  return  the  same,  lugciher 
with  their  objections  thereto  in  writing,  to  the  Senate,  or 
House  of  Assembly,  in  which  soever  the  same  shall  have 
originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objections  sent  down  by  ihe 
Council,  at  large  on  their  minutes,  and  proceed  to  rceun- 
sider  the  said  bill.  But  if  after  such  reconsideration  nvo- 
thirds  of  the  said  Senate,  or  House  of  Assembly,  shall,  nut- 
withstanding  the  said  objections,  agree  to  pass  the  same, 
it  shall,  together  with  the  objections,  be  sent  to  llie  otiier 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  where  it  shall  also  be  recon- 
sidered, and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  pie- 
sent,  it  shall  be  a  law. 

"  And  in  order  to  prevent  any  unnecessary  delays, 
"  Be  it  further  Ordained,  That  if  any  bill  shall  not  be 
returned  by  the  Council  within  ten  days  after  it  shall  have 
been  presented,  the  same  shall  be  a  law,  unless  the  Legis- 
lature shall,  by  their  adjournment,  render  a  return  oi  the 
said  bill  within  len  days  impracticable  ;  in  which  case  the 
bill  shall  be  returned  on  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  ot  the 
Legislature,  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  ten  days. 

"  IV.  That  the  Assembly  shall  consist  of  at  least  seventy 
members,  to  be  annually  chosen  in  the  several  counties  lu 
the  proportions  following,  viz  : 

For  the  city  and  county  of  New-York   ni'>e 

the  city  and  couQty  of  Albany,   ten 

the  county  of  Dutchess,   seven 

the  county  of  Westchester,   six 

the  county  of  Ulster   si.\ 

the  couoly  of  Suflolk,   five 

the  county  of  Queens,   'our 

the  county  of  Orange,   four 

the  county  of  Kinss   two 

the  county  of  Kichmond,    two 

the  county  of  Tryon   fix 

the  county  of  Charlotte   four 

the  county  of  Cumberland,   three 

the  county  of  Gloucester,   two. 

"  V.  That  as  soon  after  the  expiration  of  seven  years, 
subsequent  to  the  terminalion  ot  the  present  war,  as  may 
be,  a  census  of  the  electors  and  inhabitants  in  this  State 
be  taken,  under  the  direction  of  the  Legislature.  And  if 
on  such  census,  it  shall  appear  that  the  number  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  Assembly,  from  llie  said  counties,  is  not  just- 
ly proportioned  to  the  number  of  electors  m  the  said  coun- 
ties respectively,  that  the  Legislature  do  adjust  and  appor- 
tion the  same  by  that  rule.  And  further,  that  once  in 
every  seven  years,  after  the  taking  of  the  said  first  cen- 
sus, "a  just  account  of  the  electors  resident  in  each  county 
shall  be  taken ;  ami  if  it  shall  thereupon  appear  that  the 
number  of  electors  in  any  county,  shall  have  increased  or 
diminished  one  or  more  seventieth  parts  of  the  whole 
number  of  electors,  which  on  the  said  first  census  shall  be 
found  in  this  State,  die  number  of  Representatives  for 
such  county  shall  be  increased  or  diminished  accordingly, 
that  is  to  say,  one  Representative  for  every  seventieth 
part  as  aforesaid. 

"VI.  And  whereas  an  opinion  hath  long  prevailed, 
among  divers  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  tliat  voting 
at  elections  by  ballot,  would  tend  more  to  preserve  the  li- 
berty and  equal  freedom  of  the  people,  than  voting  viva 
voce  ;  to  the  end  therefore,  that  a  fair  experiment  be  made 
which  of  those  two  methods  of  voting  is  to  be  preferred  : 

"Be  it  Ordained,  That  as  soon  as  may  be,  after 
the  termination  of  the  present  war  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  Great  Britain,  an  act  or  acts  be 
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passed  by  the  Legislature  of  ihis  State,  for  causing  all 
elections,  thereafter  to  be  held  in  tins  State,  for  Senators 
and  Representatives  in  Assembly,  to  be  by  ballot,  and  di- 
recting the  manner  in  which  the  same  shall  be  conducted  : 
And  whereas  it  is  possible,  (hat  alter  all  the  care  of  the 
Legislature  in  framinif  ihe  said  act  or  acts,  certain  incon- 
veniences and  mischiefs,  unforeseen  at  this  day,  may  be 
found  to  attend  the  said  mode  of  electing  by  ballot  : 

"7i  is  further  Ordaineil,  That  if  alter  a  full  and  fair  ex- 
periment shall  be  made  of  voting  by  ballot  aforesaid,  the 
same  shall  be  found  less  conducive  to  the  safely  or  interest 
of  the  Slate  than  ilie  method  of  voting  viva  voce,  u  shall 
be  lawful  and  constitutional  for  the  Legislature  to  abolish 
the  same  ;  provided  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  in 
each  House  respectively  shall  concur  therein  ;  and  further, 
that  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war,  and  until 
the  Legislature  of  this  State  shall  provide  for  the  election 
of  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Assembly  by  ballot, 
the  said  elections  shall  be  made  viva  voce. 

"  VII.  That  every  male  inhabitant,  of  full  a^c,  who  shall 
have  personally  resided  within  one  of  ihe  counties  of  this 
State  for  six  months  immediately  precedinir  the  day  of 
election,  shall,  at  sucii  election,  be  entitled  to  vote  for 
Representatives  of  the  said  county  in  Assembly  ;  if,  du- 
ring the  time  aforesaid,  he  shall  have  been  a  freeholder, 
possessing  a  freehold  of  the  value  of  twenty  pounds,  with- 
in the  said  coutity,  or  have  rented  a  tenement  therein  of 
the  yearly  value  of  forty  shillintis,  and  been  rated,  and  ac- 
tually paid  taxes  to  this  State:  provided  always,  that  every 
person  who  now  is  a  freeman  of  the  city  of  Albany,  or 
who  was  made  a  freeman  of  the  city  of  New- York,  on  or 
before  tiie  fourteenth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and 
shall  be  actually  and  usually  resident  in  the  said  cities  re- 
spectively, shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  Representatives  in 
Assembly  within  his  said  place  of  residence. 

"  VIII.  That  every  elector,  before  he  is  admitted  to  vote, 
shall,  if  required  by  the  returning  olHcer,  or  either  of  the 
inspectors,  take  an  oath,  or  if  of  the  people  called  Qua- 
kers, an  affirmation,  of  allegiance  to  the  State. 

"  IX.  That  the  Assembly  thus  constituted,  shall  choose 
their  own  Speaker,  be  judges  of  their  own  members,  and 
enjoy  the  same  privileges,  and  proceed  in  doing  business 
in  like  manner  as  the  Assemblies  of  the  Colony  of  New- 
York  of  right  formerly  did  ;  and  that  a  majority  of  the 
said  members  shall,  from  time  to  tune,  constitute  a  House 
to  proceed  upon  business. 

"  X.  And  this  Convention  doth  further,  in  the  name,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain, 
determine  and  declare,  that  the  Senate  of  the  State  of 
New- York  shall  consist  of  twenty-four  freeholders,  to  be 
chosen  out  of  the  body  of  the  freeholders,  and  that  they 
be  chosen  by  the  freeholders  ot  ihis  .Siate,  possessed  of 
freeholds  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  over  and 
above  all  debts  charged  thereon. 

"XT.  That  the  members  of  the  Senate  be  elected  for  four 
years,  and  immediately  after  the  tirst  election,  they  be  di- 
vided by  lot  into  four  classes,  six  in  each  class,  and  num- 
bered one,  two,  three  and  four ;  that  the  seats  ot  the  mem- 
bers of  the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of 
the  first  year ;  the  second  class  the  second  year  ;  and  so  on 
conlinually,  to  the  end,  that  the  fourth  part  of  the  Senate, 
as  nearly  as  possible,  may  be  annually  cliosen. 

"XII.  That  the  election  of  Senators  shall  be  after 
this  manner :  that  so  much  of  this  State  as  is  now  parcel- 
led into  counties,  be  divided  into  four  trreat  districts  ;  the 
southern  district  to  comprehend  the  citv  and  county  ol  New- 
York,  Suffolk,  Westchester,  Kin^s,  Queens  and  liiclimond 
counties  ;  the  middle  district  to  comprehend  the  counties 
of  Dutchess,  Ulster  and  Orange  ;  the  western  district  the 
city  and  county  of  Albany,  and  Tryon  county  ;  and  the 
eastern  district,  the  counties  of  Charlotte,  Cumberland  and 
Gloucester.  That  the  Senators  shall  be  elected  by  the 
freeholders  of  the  said  districts,  qualified  as  aforesaid  in 


I  the  proportions  following,  to  wit :  in  the  soullicrn  district 
nine  ;  in  the  middle  district  six  ;  in  the  western  district  six  ; 
and  in  the  eastern  district  three. 

"  A7id  be  it  Ordained,  That  a  census  shall  be  taken 
as  soon  as  may  be,  alter  the  expiration  of  seven  years 
from  the  termination  of  the  present  war,  under  ihe  direction 
of  the  Legislature  ;  and  if  on  such  cen^lls  it  appear, 
that  the  number  of  Senators  is  not  jiisily  pr.ipcrtioned  to 
the  several  districts,  that  the  Legislature  adjust  the  propor- 
tion as  near  as  may  be,  to  the  number  of  freeholder.s  (juali- 
fied  as  aforesaid  in  each  district.  That  when  llu;  number 
of  electors,  within  any  of  the  said  districts,  shall  have  in- 
creased one-twenty-fourth  part  of  the  whole  number  ot 
electors,  which  by  the  said  census,  shall  be  found  to  be  m 
this  State,  an  additional  Senator  shall  be  chosen  bv  the 
electors  of  such  district.  That  a  majoriiv  of  the  number 
of  Senators  to  be  chosen  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  necessary  to 
constitute  a  Senate  sufficient  to  proceed  upon  business ; 
and  that  the  Senate  shall  in  like  manner  with  the  Assem- 
bly, be  the  judges  of  its  own  members. 

"And  be  it  Ordained,  That  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of 
the  future  Legislatures  of  this  State,  for  the  convenience 
and  advantage  of  the  good  people  thereof,  to  divide  the 
same  into  such  further  and  other  counties  and  districts  as 
shall  to  them  appear  necessary. 

"XIII.  And  this  Convention  doth  further,  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain, 
determine  and  declare,  that  no  member  of  this  State  shall 
be  disfranchised  or  deprived  of  any  of  the  rights  or  privi- 
leges secured  to  the  subjects  of  this  State,  by  this  Consti- 
tution, unless  by  the  law  of  the  land,  or  the  judgment  of 
his  peers. 

"  XIV.  That  neither  the  Assembly  nor  the  Senate  shall 
have  power  to  adjourn  themselves  for  any  lontjer  lime  than 
two  days,  without  the  mutual  consent  of  both. 

"  XV.  That  whenever  the  Assembly  and  Senate  disagree, 
a  conference  shall  be  held  in  the  presence  of  both,  and  be 
managed  by  committees  to  be  by  them  respectively  chosen 
by  ballot.  That  the  doors,  both  of  the  Senate  and  Assem- 
bly shall  at  all  times  be  kept  open  to  all  persons,  except 
when  the  welfare  of  the  State  shall  require  their  debates  to 
be  kept  secret.  And  the  journals  of  all  their  proceedings 
shall  be  kept  in  the  manner  heretofore  accustomed  by  tlie 
General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  New- York,  and  ex- 
cept such  parts  as  they  shall  as  aforesaid  respectively  de- 
termine not  to  make  public,  be  from  day  to  day  (if  the  bu- 
siness of  the  Legislature  will  permit)  published. 

"  XVI.  It  is  nevertheless  provided,  that  the  number  of 
Senators  shall  never  exceed  one  hundred,  nor  the  number 
of  Assembly  three  hundred  ;  but  that  whenever  the  num- 
ber of  Senators  shall  amount  to  one  hundred,  or  of  the 
Assembly  to  three  hundred,  then  and  in  such  case,  the 
Legislature  shall  from  time  to  time  thereafter,  by  laws  for 
that  purpose,  apportion  and  distribute  the  said  one  hundred 
Senators  and  three  hundred  Representatives,  among  the 
great  districts  and  counties  of  this  State  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  their  respective  electors  ;  so  that  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  both  in  the  Se- 
nate and  \ssembly,  shall  forever  remain  proportionate  and 
adequate. 

"XVII.  And  this  Convention  doth  further,  in  the  name 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain, 
determine  and  declare,  that  the  supreme  executive  powerand 
authority  of  this  State,  shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor  ;  and 
that  statedly  once  in  every  three  years,  and  as  often  as  the 
seat  of  government  shall  become  vacant,  a  wise  and  discreet 
freeholder  of  this  State  shall  be  by  ballot  elected  Governor 
by  the  freeholders  of  this  State,  qualified  as  before  described 
to  elect  senators  ;  which  elections  shall  be  always  held  at 
the  times  and  places  of  choosing  Representatives  in  As- 
sembly for  each  respective  county,  and  that  the  person  who 
hath  the  greatest  number  of  votes  within  the  said  Jstate 
shall  be  Governor  thereof. 

"  XVIII.  That  the  Governor  shall  continue  in  office  three 
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years,  and  sliall  by  virtue  of  his  office  be  General  and 
Coiiiniaiider-in-Chief  of  all  the  militia,  and  Admiral  of  the 
navy  of  this  Slate  ;  that  he  shall  have  power  to  convene  tlie 
Assembly  and  Senate  on  extraordinary  occasions  ;  to  pro- 
rogue them  from  lime  to  time,  provided  such  prorogations 
shall  not  exceed  sixty  days  in  ihe  space  of  any  one  year ; 
and,  at  his  discretion,  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons  to 
persons  convicted  of  crime,  olhcr  than  treason  or  murder, 
in  which  he  may  suspend  the  execution  of  the  sentence 
until  it  shall  be  "reported  to  the  Legislature  at  their  subse- 
quent meeting  ;  and  ihey  shall  either  pardon  or  direct  the 
execution  of  the  criminal,  or  grant  a  further  reprieve. 

"  XIX.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  in- 
form the  Legislature,  at  every  session,  of  the  condition  of 
the  Slate,  so  far  as  may  respect  his  department ;  to  recom- 
mend such  matters  to  their  consideration  as  shall  appear  to 
him  to  concern  its  good  government,  welfare  and  prospe- 
rity ;  to  correspond  with  the  Continental  Congress,  and 
other  States ;  to  transact  all  necessary  business  with  the 
officers  of  government,  civil  and  military ;  to  take  care 
that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed,  to  the  best  of  his  abi- 
lity, and  to  expedite  all  such  measures  as  may  be  resolved 
upon  by  the  Legislature. 

"  XX.  That  a  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  at  every  elec- 
tion of  a  Governor,  and  as  ofien  as  the  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor shall  die,  resign,  or  be  removed  from  olSce,  be  elected 
in  the  same  manner  with  the  Governor,  to  continue  in  office 
until  the  next  election  of  a  Governor  ;  and  such  Lieute- 
nant-Governor shall,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be  President 
of  the  Senate,  and,  upon  an  equal  division,  have  a  casting 
voice  in  their  decisions,  but  not  vote  on  any  other  occasion. 

"  And  in  case  of  the  impeachment  of  the  Governor,  or 
his  removal  from  office,  death,  resignation,  or  absence  from 
the  State,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  exercise  all  the 
power  and  authority  appertaining  to  the  office  of  Governor, 
until  another  be  chosen,  or  the  Governor  absent  or  im- 
peached, shall  return  or  be  acquitted  :  provided,  that  when 
the  Governor  shall,  with  the  consent  of  the  Legislature, 
be  out  of  the  State,  in  time  of  war,  at  the  head  of  a  mili- 
tary force  thereof,  he  shall  still  continue  in  his  command  of 
all  the  military  force  of  this  State,  both  by  sea  and  land. 

"XXI.  That  whenever  the  government  shall  be  admi- 
nistered by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  he  shall  be  unable 
to  attend  as  President  of  the  Senate,  the  Senators  shall 
have  power  to  elect  one  of  their  own  members  to  the  office 
of  President  of  the  Senate,  which  he  shall  exercise  pro 
hac  vice ;  and  if  during  such  vacancy  of  the  office  of  Go- 
vernor, the  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  be  impeached,  dis- 
placed, resign,  die,  or  be  absent  from  the  State,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  shall  in  like  manner  as  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  administer  the  government,  until  others  shall  be 
elected  by  the  suffrage  of  the  people  at  the  succeeding 
election. 

"XXII.  And  this  Convention  doth  further,  in  the  name 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain, 
determine  and  declare,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State 
shall  be  appointed  by  act  of  the  Leqislature,  to  originate 
with  the  Assembly  ;  provided,  that  he  shall  not  be  elected 
out  of  either  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

"  XXIII.  That  all  officers,  olhcr  tlian  those,  who  by  this 
Constitution  are  directed  to  be  otherwise  appointed,  shall 
be  appointed  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit :  The  Assem- 
bly shall,  once  in  every  year,  openly  nominate  and  appoint 
one  of  the  Senators  from  each  great  district,  which  Sena- 
tors shall  form  a  Council  for  the  appointment  of  the  said 
officers,  of  which  ihe  Governor,  for  the  time  bein?,  or  the 
Lieutenant-Governor,  or  the  President  of  the  Senate,  when 
ihey  shall  respectively  administer  the  government,  shall  be 
president,  and  have  a  casting  voice,  but  no  other  vote  ;  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  said  Council,  shall  ap- 
point all  the  said  officers;  and  that  a  majority  of  the  said 
council  be  a  quorum  ;  and  further,  the  said  Senators  shall 
not  be  eligible  to  the  said  Council  for  two  years  succes- 
sively. 


"  XXIV.  That  all  military  officers  be  appointed  diirina 
pleasure  ;  that  all  commissioned  olllcers,  civil  and  iiiilitarv^ 
be  commissioned  by  the  Governor,  and  that  the  cliancello'r, 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  llrst  judge  of  the  county 
court,  in  every  county,  hold  their  offices  during  aood  beha- 
viour, or  until  they  shall  have  respeciivcly  attained  the  age 
of  sixty  years. 

"  XXV'.  That  the  chancellor  and  judtics  of  the  supreme 
court  shall  not  at  the  same  time  hold  any  olhcr  dliice,  ex- 
cepting that  of  Delegate  to  ihe  General  Congress,  upon 
special  occasions;  and  that  the  first  judges  of  the  conmy 
courts  in  the  several  counties,  shall  not  al  the  same  time  hold 
any  other  office,  excepting  that  of  Senator  or  Dclcizate  to 
the  General  Congress.  But  if  the  chancellor,  or  I'u'iier  of 
the  said  judges,  be  elected  or  appoiiued  to  any  other  olficc 
excepting  as  is  before  excepted,  it  shall  be  at  his  option  in 
which  to  serve. 

"XXVI.  That  sheriffs  andcoronersbe  annually  appointed, 
and  that  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  holding  either  of  the 
said  offices  more  than  four  years  successively,  nor  ihe  she- 
riff, of  holding  any  other  othce  at  the  same  lime. 

"  XXVll.  A7id  be  itjurther  Ordained,  That  the  register 
and  clerks  in  chancery  be  appointed  by  the  chancellor;  tiie 
clerks  of  the  supreme  court  by  the  judges  of  the  said 
court;  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  probates  by  the  judge  of 
the  said  court ;  and  the  register  and  marshal  of  the  court 
of  admiralty,  by  the  judge  of  the  admiralty.  The  said 
marshal,  registers  and  clerks  to  continue  in  office  during 
the  pleasure  of  those  by  whom  they  are  to  be  appointed  as 
aforesaid. 

"  And  that  all  attorneys,  solicitors  and  counsellors  at  law, 
hereatter  to  be  appointed,  be  appointed  by  the  court,  and 
licensed  by  the  first  judge  of  the  court  in  winch  thev 
shall  respectively  plead  or  practise,  and  be  regulated  bv 
the  rules  and  orders  of  the  said  courts. 

"  XXVIII.  And  be  it  further  Ordained,  That  where,  by 
this  Convention,  the  duration  of  any  office  shall  not  be  as- 
certained, such  office  shall  be  construed  to  be  held  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  council  of  appointment :  provided  that 
new  commissions  shall  be  issued  to  the  judges  of  the  coun- 
ty courts,  (other  than  to  the  lirst  judge,)  and  to  justices  of 
the  peace,  once  at  least  in  every  tliree  years. 

"XXIX.  That  town  clerks,  supervisors,  assessors, 
constables  and  collectors,  and  all  oilier  oliicers  heretofore 
eligible  by  the  people,  shall  always  conlinue  to  be  so  eli- 
gible, in  the  manner  directed  by  the  present  or  future  acts 
of  the  Legislature. 

"  That  loan  oliicers,  county  treasurers  and  clerks  of  the 
supervisors,  continue  to  be  appointed  in  the  manner  direc- 
ted by  the  present  or  future  acts  of  the  Legislature. 

"  XXX.  That  Delegates  to  represent  this  .State  m  the  Ge- 
neral Congress  of  liie  United  States  of  America,  be  annually 
appointed  as  tollows,  to  wit :  The  Senate  and  Assembly 
shall  each  openly  nominate  as  many  persons  as  shall  be 
equal  to  the  whole  number  ot  Delegates  to  be  appointed  ; 
after  which  nominalion  they  shall  meet  together,  and  those 
persons  named  in  both  lists  shall  be  Delegates.  And  out 
of  those  persons  whose  names  are  not  in  both  lists,  one- 
half  shall  be  chosen  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  Senators  and 
Members  of  Assembly,  so  met  toaeiher  as  aforesaid. 

"  XXXI.  That  the  style  of  all  laws  shall  be  as  follows, 
to  wit :  "  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  Slate  ot  i\ew- 
York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly."  And  that  a'l 
writs  and  other  proceedings  shall  run  in  the  name  ot  "  the 
People  of  the  State  of  New-York,"  and  be  tested  in  the 
name  of  the  chancellor,  or  chief  judge  of  the  court  from 
whence  they  shall  issue. 

"  XXXII.  And  this  Convention  doth  further  in  the  name 
and  by  the  authority  of  tfie  good  people  of  tins  State,  or- 
dain, determine  and  declare,  that  a  court  shall  be  institiiied 
for  tlie  trial  of  impeachments  and  correction  of  errors,  un- 
der the  regulations  which  shall  be  established  by  the  Le- 
gislature ;  and  to  consist  of  the  President  of  llie  Senate, 
1  for  the  lime  being,  and  the  Senators,  chancellor  and  judges 
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of  the  supreme  court,  or  the  major  part  of  tliem ;  except 
that  whea  an  impeachment  shall  be  prosecuted  against  the 
chancellor,  or  either  of  ihc  judscs  of  the  supreme  court, 
the  person  so  impeached,  sliall  be  suspended  from  exer- 
cising his  office  until  his  acquittal.  And,  in  like  manner, 
when  an  appeal  from  a  decree  in  equity  sliall  be  heard,  the 
chancellor  shall  inform  the  court  of  the  reasons  of  his  de- 
cree, but  shall  not  have  a  voice  in  tiie  final  sentence.  And 
if  the  cause  to  be  determined  shall  be  brought  up  by  a  writ 
of  error  on  a  question  of  law,  on  a  judgment  in  the  supreme 
court,  the  judges  of  that  court  shall  assign  the  reasons  of 
such  their  judgment,  but  shall  not  have  a  voice  for  its 
affirmance  or  reversal. 

"  XXXIII.  That  the  power  of  impeaching  all  otBcers  of 
the  State,  for  mal  and  corrupt  conduct  in  their  respective 
offices,  be  vested  in  the  Representatives  of  the  people  in 
Assembly  ;  but  that  it  shall  always  l)0  necessary  that  two- 
third  parts  of  the  members  present  shall  consent  to,  and 
agree  in,  such  impeachment.  That  previous  to  the  trial 
of  every  impeachment,  the  members  of  the  said  court 
shall  respectively  be  sworn,  truly  and  imparlially,  to  try 
and  determine  the  charae  in  question  according  to  evidence ; 
and  that  no  judgment  of  the  said  court  shall  be  valid,  unless 
it  shall  be  assented  to  by  two-third  parts  of  ihe  members 
then  present ;  nor  shall  it  extend  farther  ihm  to  removal 
from  office,  aud  disqualification  to  hold  or  enjoy  anv  place  of 
honour,  trust  or  profit,  under  this  State.  But  the  parly 
so  accused,  shall  be,  nevertheless,  liable  and  subject  to  in- 
dictment, trial,  judgment  and  punishment,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land. 

"  XXXIV.  And  it  is  further  Ordained,  That  in  every 
trial  on  impeachment  or  indictment  for  crimes  or  misde- 
meanors, the  party  impeached  or  indicted  shall  be  allowed 
counsel,  as  in  civil  actions. 

"XXXV.  And  this  Convention  doth  further,  in  the  name, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  or- 
dain, determine,  and  declare,  that  such  parts  of  the  com- 
mon law  of  England,  and  of  the  statute  law  ot  England 
and  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  acts  ot  the  Legislature  of 
the  Colony  of  New- York,  as  together  did  form  the  law  of 
the  said  Colony  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  .A.pnl,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  huiidicd  and  seventy-five, 
shall  be  and  continue  the  law  of  this  ."Slate  ;  subject  to  such 
alterations  and  provisions  as  the  Lcsi-^iature  ot  this  Slate 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  make  concerning  the  same.  That 
such  of  the  said  acts  as  are  temporary,  shall  expire  at  the 
times  limited  for  their  duration  respectively. 

*'  That  all  such  parts  of  the  common  law,  and  all  such  of 
the  said  statutes  and  acts  aforesaid,  or  parts  thereof,  as  may 
he  construed  to  establish  or  inainiam  any  particular  deno 


politic,  by  him  or  them,  or  any  of  them,  made  prior  to  that 
day.  And  that  none  of  the  said  charters  shall  be  adjudged 
to  be  void  by  reason  of  any  non-user  or  misuser  of  any 
of  their  respective  rights  or  privileges,  between  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  April,  m  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  the  piibhcaiion  of  this 
Constitution.  And  further,  that  all  such  of  the  oihccrs  de- 
scribed in  the  said  charters  respectively,  as  by  the  terms  of 
the  said  charters  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  (;oveinor  of 
the  Colony  of  New- York,  with  or  without  the  advirc  and 
consent  of  the  Council  of  the  said  Kins  in  the  said  Colony, 
shall  henceforth  be  appointed  by  the  Council  established 
by  this  Constitution  for  the  appointment  of  ofliccrs  in  this 
State,  until  otherwise  directed  by  the  Legislature. 

"XXXVIl.  And  wHERE.is  it  is  of  great  importance  to 
the  safety  of  this  State,  that  peace  and  amity  with  the  In- 
dians within  the  same,  be  at  all  times  supported  and  main- 
tained :  And  whereas  the  frauds  too  otten  praciised  to- 
wards the  said  Indians  in  contracts  made  for  their  lands, 
have  in  divers  instances  been  productive  of  dangerous  dis- 
contents and  animosities  : 

"Be  it  Ordained,  That  no  purchases  or  contracts  for  the 
sale  of  lands  made  since  the  fourteenth  day  cf  October,  m 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-five,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  made  with  or  of 
the  said  Indians,  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  shall  be 
binding  on  the  said  Indians,  or  deemed  valid,  unless  made 
under  the  authority  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Legislature 
of  this  Stale. 

"  XXXVIII.  And  whereas  we  are  required  by  the  be- 
nevolent principles  of  rational  liberty,  not  only  to  expel 
civil  tyranny,  but  also  to  guard  against  that  spiritual  op- 
pression and  intolerance  wherewith  the  bigotry  and  ambi- 
tion of  weak  and  wicked  priests  and  princes  have  scoiirsed 
mankind  :  This  Convention  doth  further,  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain, 
determine  and  declare,  that  the  free  exercise  and  enjoyment 
of  religious  profession  and  worship,  without  discrimination 
or  preterence,  shall  forever  hereafter  be  allowed  within  this 
Slate  to  all  mankind  ;  provided  that  the  liberty  of  con- 
science hereby  granted  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  ex- 
cuse acts  of  licentiousness  or  justify  practices  inconsistent 
with  the  peace  or  safety  of  this  State. 

"  XXXIX.  And  whereas  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  are 
by  their  profession,  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God  and 
the  cure  of  souls,  and  ought  not  to  be  diverted  from  the 
great  duties  of  their  function  :  Therefore,  no  minister  of 
gospel,  or  priest  of  any  denomination  whatsoever,  shall  at 
any  time  hereafter,  under  any  pretence  or  description  what- 
ever, be  eligible  to,  or  capable  of  holding,  anv  civil  or  mili- 


mination  of  Christians  or  their  nuiustcrs,  or  concern  the  i  lary  office  or  place  within  this  State. 


allegiance  heretofore  yielded  to,  and  the  supremacy,  sove- 
reignty, government  or  prerogatives,  claimed  or  exercised 
by  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  his  predecessors,  over 
the  Colony  of  New-York  and  its  inhabitants,  or  are  repug- 
nant to  this  Constitution,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  abro- 
gated and  rejected. 

"  And  this'  Convention  doth  further  ordain,  that  the  re- 
solves or  resolutions  of  the  Congresses  of  the  Colony  ot 


'  XL.  And  whereas  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
the  safety  of  every  State,  tliat  it  should  always  be  in  a 
condition  of  defence  ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  who 
enjoys  the  protection  of  society,  to  be  prepared  and  willing 
to  defend  it:  This  Convention  tlierefore  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  doth 
ordain,  determine  and  declare,  that  the  militia  of  this  State 
]  at  all  times  hereafter,  as  well  in  peace  as  in  war,  shall  be 


New-York,  and  of  the  Convention  ot  the  .State  ot  iNew-  j  armed  and  disciplined  and  in  readiness  for  service.  That 


York,  now  in  force,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  government 
established  by  this  Constitution,  shall  be  considered  as 
making  part  of  the  laws  of  this  State  ;  subject,  neverthe- 
less, to  such  alterations  and  provisions  as  tiic  Legislature 
of  this  State  may,  from  time  to  lime,  make  concernuig  the 

XXXVI.  And  be  it  further  Ordained,  That  all  grants 
within  this  Slate,  made  by  the  Kinu'  of  Great  Britain,  or 
persons  acting  under  his  authority,  alter  the  lourieenih  day 
of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five, 
shall  be  null  and  void.  But  that  nothing  in  tins  Constiiu- 
tion  contained,  shall  be  construed  to  alfect  any  grants  of 
land  within  this  State,  madi-  by  llie  aulhoriiy  of  the  said 
King  or  his  predecessors,  or  to  annul  any  charters  to  bodies 
225 


all  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  being  of  the  peo- 
ple called  Quakers,  as  from  scruples  of  conscience  may  be 
averse  to  the  bearing  of  arms,  be  therefrom  excused  by  the 
Legislature,  and  do  pay  to  the  State  such  sums  of  money 
in  lieu  of  their  personal  service,  as  the  same  may,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Legislature,  be  worth  ;  and  that  a  proper 
magazine  of  warlike  stores,  proportionate  to  the  number  of 
inhabitants,  be  forever  hereafter  at  the  expense  of  this 
State ;  and  by  acts  of  the  Legislature,  established,  main- 
tained and  continued  in  every  county  in  ihis  Slate. 

''  XLI.  And  this  Convention  doth  further  ordain  deter- 
mine and  declare  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
good  people  of  this  Slate,  that  trial  by  jury  in  all  cases  in 
which  it  hath  heretofore  been  used  in  the  colony  of  New- 
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York,  s('a"  established  and  remain  inviolalc  forever. 
And  iti.it  no  acts  of  attainder  shall  be  passed  by  the  Legis- 
laiure  of  this  State,  for  crimes  other  than  those  committed 
Iciotc  ilic  termination  of  the  present  war  ;  and  that  sucii 
acts  shall  not  work  a  corruption  of  blood.  And  further, 
that  the  Legislature  of  this  State  shall,  at  no  time  hereafter, 
institute  any  new  court  or  courts  but  such  as  shall  proceed 
according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law. 

"XLII.  And  this  Convention  doth  further,  in  the  name 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain, 
determine  and  declare,  that  it  shall  be  in  the  discretion  of 
the  Legislature  to  naturalize  all  such  persons,  and  m  such 
manner  as  they  shall  think  proper,  provided  all  such  of  the 
persons  so  to  be  by  them  naturalized,  as  being  born  in  parts 
beyond  sea,  and  out  of  the  United  States  of  America,  shall 
come  to  settle  in,  and  become  subjects  of  this  State,  shall 
lake  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State,  and  abjure  and  re- 
nounce all  allegiance  and  subjection  to  all  and  every  foreign 
king,  prince,  potentate  and  State,  in  all  matters  ecclesi- 
astical as  well  as  civil. 

"  By  order, 

"LEONARD  GANSEVOORT,  Pres.  pro.  tern." 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  General 
Scott,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr. 
Hobart,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for 
organizing  and  establishing  the  government  agreed  to  by 
this  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Secretaries  proceed  to  Fish- 
kill  and  direct  five  hundred  copies  of  this  Constitution  to 
be  printed  without  the  preamble  and  with  the  above  reso- 
lution added  thereto,  and  that  he  have  2,500  copies  with 
the  preamble  printed,  and  without  the  said  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be  authorized  to  give  gra- 
tuities to  the  printer  and  his  workmen,  at  his  discretion,  to 
obtain  despatch,  and  that  the  printer  be  directed  to  lay  aside 
all  other  business. 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  of  this  State  be  pub- 
lished at  the  Court  House,  at  eleven  of  the  clock  on  next 
Tuesday  morning. 

Ordered,  That  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Kings- 
ton be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution,  and 
that  he  be  requested  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  Kingston 
thereof. 


MONDAY  MORNING, 

April  21,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present— Colonel  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 
Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Beekman,  Capt.  Rutgers— A'sjo-Korft. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 
Col.  ■Williams,  Major  Webster— Cliarlotte. 

Mr.  Cujier,  Mr.  Tea  Broeck,  Colo.  Livingston,  Mr.  Bleecker,  Mr. 
Gansevoort,  Mr.  Abraham  Yates—^lbany. 
Mr.  Clarke,  Colo.  Allison— Orang'c. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  .Mr.  Hobart—Suffolk. 

Col.  Van  CorUandt,  Col.  Drake,  Judge  Graham,  Major  Lockwood — 
Walchttter. 

Mr.  Cantine,  Major  Tappen — Ulster. 

C»pL  Schenk,  Major  Landon,  Mr.  G.  Livingston — Dutchess. 

A  petition  from  the  committee  of  Claverack,  and  the 
field  officers  of  Kinderhook  militia,  praying  that  a  company 
of  rangers  may  be  raised  to  quell  the  disaffected  persons, 
and  protect  the  well  affected  inhabitants  in  that  quarter, 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  Colo. 
Livingston,  Mr.  Bleecker,  and  Col.  Allison. 

Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  at  the  request  of  the  committee  of 
Albany,  informed  the  House,  that  there  are  a  great  many 
Tacancies  in  the  militia  officers  in  the  said  county,  and  re- 

Suests  that  one  hundred  blank  commissions  may  be  sent  to 
lem  to  be  filled  up. 


Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  send  one  hundred  blank 
commissions,  signed  by  the  President  and  attested,  to  the 
committee  of  Albany. 

Mr.  Tappen,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine 
Thomas  Heddmg,  charged  with  counierfciling  Continental 
money,  reported  the  e.\aininations  of  Daniel  VViilianis  and 
Benjamin  Lyons,  and  the  deposition  of  Esther  Crawford, 
together  with  the  counterfeited  bills  found  upon  liiiii. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  depositions  and  bills  be  lodtred 
with  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  Isaac  Sheldon,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  dispose  of  the  personal  property  of  persons  gone  over 
to  the  enemy,  attending,  informed  the  House  that  the  pro- 
perty of  sundry  persons  gone  to  tiie  enemy,  is  clniincd  bv 
persons  who  produce  bills  of  sale  for  the  same,  and  re- 
quests the  direction  of  Convention  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sheldon's  application  be  referred  to 
Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Capt.  Schenk,  Judge  Graham.  Mr. 
R.  R.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Morris. 

Monday  Afternoon,  April  21,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Col.  V.m  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Van  Cortlandt.  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Bancker,  General  Scolt,  Mr. 
Dunscomb  — Neiv-York. 

Mr.  W.  Harper,  Mr.  Xewkerk — Tryon. 

Colo.  De  Wilt,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Cantine— i7/sicr. 

Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Bleecker,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Colo. 
Livingston,  Mr.  Gansevoort — .Albany. 

Mr.  G-  Livingston — Dutchess. 

Col.  AVilliams,  Major  Wcbster—CAarioHc. 

Mr.  Smith.  Jlr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Hobart— S«/u/fc. 

Judge  Graham,  Colo.  Drake,  Mr  Lockwood—ircstcAesicr. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland: 

Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Clarke— Orangf. 

A  letter  from  Philip  Swartwout,  chairman  of  Mamacot- 
ting  precinct,  with  the  evidence  of  John  Lasley  against 
Abraham  Smith,  charged  vvith  being  concerned  in  a  con- 
spiracy, and  who  is  now  brought  to  this  place  under  guard, 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Abraham  Smith  be  committed 
to  the  jail  at  Kings'.on,  until  he  be  discharged  by  order  of 
Convention  or  due  course  of  law. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the 
general  committee  of  the  county  of  Albany,  dated  the  ITili 
instant,  delivered  in  their  report,  which  was  read,  amended 
and  approved  of,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  thfe  resolutions  of  this  Convention  of 
the  first  day  of  April,  instant,  empowering  courts  martial 
to  try  persons  as  spies  from  the  enemy,  or  tor  enlisting  men 
in  their  service,  or  furnishing  supplies  or  intellisience  to  iliem 
be,  and  iiereby  are,  extended  to  all  such  persons  as  have 
been  or  shall  be  taken  up  as  offenders  against  the  resolu- 
tions of  this  Convention,  passed  the  I6th  day  of  July  last, 
describing  what  crimes  are  treason  against  this  Slate,  and 
continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  July  next,  unless 
sooner  repealed. 

Resolved,  That  certified  copies  of  the  foregoing,  to- 
gether with  ihosi^  referred  to  above,  be  sent  to  the  com- 
mittee of  Albany,  and  to  Brigadier-Generals  McDougall, 
George  Clinton,  Ten  Broeck  and  Herkimer. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolve,  and  the  other  re- 
solutions therein  mentioned,  be  prinled  together  in  .500 
handbills,  and  in  the  public  newspafiers,  and  distributed 
through  the  different  counties  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is,  recommended  to 
the  general  committee  and  the  respective  sub-committees 
of  the  county  of  Albany,  and  all  othercounly  and  sub-com- 
mittees in  this  State,  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  ap- 
prehend, secure,  and  otherwise,  according  to  their  discre- 
tion, dispose  of  all  such  persons  as  they  shall  conceive  to 
be  inimical  or  dangerous  to  this  State,  until  the  farther  or- 
der of  this  Convention  or  future  legislature  of  this  Slate. 
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allowing  the  parties  hereby  affected  the  right  of  appeal 
from  any  sub-commiuec  to  tlic  general  cennmittee. 

Resolved,  Tliat  some  large  and  convenient  place  or  pla- 
ces of  security  for  confining  under  guard  all  such  persons 
•whose  going  at  large  will  probably  be  dangerous  to  this 
State,  be  provided  ;  and  iliat  Colonel  Do  Wjtt,  General 
Scott,  Mr.  Zeph.  Plntt,  Mr.  K.  R.  Livingston,  and  .Air.  Wil- 
liam Harper,  be  a  cornniiiiee  to  prepare  and  report  a  plan 
for  that  purpose,  without  delay. 

General  Scott,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
Hugh  Hughes,  deputy  quartcr-master-general,  relative  to 
the  farm  of  Beverly  Robinson,  Junior,  reported  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit  :  That  they  are  of  opinion  that,  as  a  very  con- 
siderable lodgment  of  siores  in  the  quarter-master's  depart- 
ment is  formed  at  Morrison's  mills,  in  Fredericksburgli,  in 
the  county  of  Dutchess,  to  and  from  which  there  will  be  mucli 
carriage,  a  proper  farm  in  its  vicinity,  for  supporting  the  cat- 
tle that  may  from  time  to  time  be  employed  in  that  depart- 
ment of  service,  will  be  absolutely  necessary  :  and  that  the 
farm  lately  in  the  occupation  of  Beverly  Robinson,  Junr. 
will  be  very  convenient  for  that  purpose.  It  is  therefore 
the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  the  commissioners  of 
sequestration  in  the  county  of  Dutchess  be  directed  to  lease 
the  said  farm  for  one  year  to  the  said  deputy  quarter-mas- 
ter-general,  at  such  rent  as  they  shall  think  proper,  not- 
withstanding any  treaty  for  the  same  that  may  have  been 
in  agitation  between  the  said  commissioners  and  any  in- 
dividual person,  for  the  use  or  occupation  of  the  said 
farm. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  doth  agree  with  their 
committee  in  their  said  report. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  petition  of 
the  committee  of  Claverack,  and  the  field  officers  of  the 
Kinderhook  militia,  delivered  m  their  report,  which  was 
read,  and  the  consideration  thereof  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mrs. 
Penuel  Grant,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
agreed  to,  to  wit  : 

"  Whereas  Mrs.  Penuel  Grant  has,  by  her  petition  of 
the  4th  instant,  requested  leave  to  remove  with  her  family 
and  effects  to  New-York  :  And  whereas  General  Delan- 
cey  has  lately,  upon  application  to  him  made  for  that 
pmpose,  refused  the  like  permission  to  Colonel  Birdsall's 
wife,  now  on  Long  island,  therefore 

"Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  re- 
jected." 

The  committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  letter  from 
John  Dumont,  Esquire,  reported  the  examination  of  Isaac 
Low,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Isaac  Low  be  committed  to  the 
jail  of  Kingston,  and  that  the  said  committee  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  said  examination  to  the  committee  of  Albany. 


TUESDAY  MORNING, 

April  22,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 
Col.  Lett,  Capt  Rutgers,  Col.  Hrasher,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Van 
Cortlandt,  Mr.  Harper — ^eie-t'orle. 
Mr.  Harper— Tryon. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell— Sujo/k. 

Capt.  Schenk,  Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Major  Landon — Duichcst. 
Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Col.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr. 
Bleecker,  Mr.  Abraham  Vales — .ilbany. 

Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Contine,  Jlr.  Kay— CTs/cr. 
-  Judge  Graham,  Major  LockwooJ,  Colo.  Brake — Westcheslir. 
Mr.  Clarke,  Col.  Allison,  Mr.  Winner— Orange. 
Colo.  Williams,  Major  Webster— C/iar/o/Ze. 
-  Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

A  letter  from  John  Henry,  commissary  of  clothing  store. 


dated  the  20tli  instant,  was  read,  and  commmitted  to  Mr. 
Robert  Harper  and  Mr.  Dunscoinb. 

A  letter  irom  Colo.  Dubois,  enclosing  a  return  of  his 
regiment,  was  read  and  filed. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

April  23,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Colonel  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Bancker,  Colonel  Lott,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Colo.  Brasher.  Capt. 
Rutgers,  Mr.  Jno.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Harper,  General 
Sfott — New-  York. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk — Tryon. 

IVIajor  Lockwood,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Morris, 
Colo.  DraM.t—Westciiesler. 

Mr.  Abraham  Yates.  Colo.  Livingston,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Bleecker/ 
Mr.  Gansevoort — jllbany. 

Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  VVisner,  Mr.  Clarke— Orange 

Mr.  Rea,  Major  Tappen — Ulster. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  TTed-vrell— Suffolk.  , 
CapL  Schenk,  Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston— Dutchess. 
Colo.  Williams,  Major  Webster — Charlotte. 

A  letter  from  General  George  Clinton,  dated  the  22nd 
inst.  relative  to  the  militia  by  him  ordered  out  to  the  forts 
and  passes  in  the  Highlands,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  committed  to  Mr.  Hobart, 
Mr.  John  Van  Cortlandt  and  Colonel  Lott. 

A  letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  President, 
&c.  enclosing  sundry  resolutions  of  Congress,  the  dates 
and  subjects  whereof,  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"April  the  1st,  2nd,  9th  and  10th — For  the  better  regu- 
lating the  pay  of  the  army. 

"April  the  7th — For  the  better  regulating  and  establish- 
ing the  hospitals. 

"April  4th  and  10th — Respecting  the  muster-master's 
department. 

"April  the  14th — A  recommendation  to  the  executive 
powers  of  each  State  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  all 
officers  on  the  recruiting  service,  and  for  exempting  those 
of  the  militia  who  provide  a  man,  in  the  Coiitinenlnl  ser- 
vice. 

"April  14 — For  repealing  sundry  articles  of  the  Conti- 
nental articles  of  war,  and  substituting  others  in  their 
stead. 

"A  letter  from  the  Honourable  William  Duer,  Esq.  at 
Congress,  dated  the  17th  instant,  enclosing  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  Colonel  Lewis  to  General  Schuyler,  and  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Wayne  at  Ticonderoga,  to  Gene- 
ral Schuyler,  dated  the  2nd  instant,  both  relative  to  the 
weak  state  of  that  fortress." 

The  aforegoing  letters  and  enclosures  were  all  read,  and 
committed  to  BIr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  and 
Colonel  Livingston. 

A  letter  from  Colo.  Hamilton  to  the  committee  of  cor- 
respondence, was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Governeur  Morris,  Esq.  the  sum  of  four  hundred  pounds, 
on  account  of  the  hempseed  purchased  by  order  of  Con- 
vention. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Brasher  and  Mr.  Wisner,  be  a 
committee  to  superintend  the  removal  of  hempseed  pur- 
chased on  account  of  this  State,  to  the  places  specified  m 
the  resolution  of  the  day  of  last. 

A  letter  from  Colo.  Henry  B.  Livingston,  informing  the 
House  that  the  Auditor-General  will  not  accept  of  the  re- 
ceipts by  him  taken  from  the  different  recruiting  officers  of 
his  regiment,  for  the  moneys  by  hini  advanced  to  them,  as 
sufficient  vouchers  for  the  expenditure  of  the  money  ad- 
vanced, and  by  him  received  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this 
State  for  the  recruiting  service,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
until  Mr.  Sands,  the  Auditor-General,  be  consulted. 
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Colonel  Livingston,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
petition  from  tlie  committee  of  Claverack,  and  the  field 
^cers  of  Kinderhook  district  was  committed,  dehvered 
in  the  report  of  the  said  committee  for  raising  a  company 
to  range  the  woods,  and  for  protecting  the  iniiabitants  in 
ihe  county  of  Albany. 

The  same  being  read,  and  taken  into  consideration,  de- 
bales  arose,  and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  was  car- 
ried in  the  negative,  in  manner  following,  to  wit  : 


Negative. 

Wetchester,   4 

Ulster,   4 

Orange,  3 

New- York,   8 

19 


Affirmative. 

Albany,   6 

Dutchess^   5 

Suffolk,   4 

Charlotte,   2 

17 


The  petition  of  EUzabeth  Bend,  relative  to  some  perso- 
nal property,  taken  in  possession  by  the  commissioners  for 
sequestration,  and  claimed  by  her,  was  read  and  referred 
to  the  committee,  on  Capt.  Sheldon's  application. 

A  letter  from  Gloriana  Stevenson,  requesting  the  use  of 
the  farm  of  one  Osborn,  who  is  gone  over  to  the  enemy, 
was  read  and  committed  to  Colo.  Brasher,  Judge  Graham, 
and  Mr.  Tredwell,  and  to  whom  all  the  like  applications 
will  be  referred. 

Colonel  Lott  informed  the  House  that  Mr.  Henry  Van 
Vleck  has,  at  New-London  or  some  port  near  that,  a  quan- 
.tity  of  salt,  which  he  wishes  to  sell  for  the  use  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  State.  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Lott  and  Colonel  Drake  be  a 
committee,  with  power  to  purchase  one  thousand  bushels 
of  salt  on  account  of  this  Slate ;  and  that  they  cause  the 
same  to  be  conveyed  to  some  place  of  safety  therein. 

The  Convention  were  informed  that  the  persons  employ- 
ed by  the  committee  in  Westchester  county,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  removing  the  forage  which  was  e.vposed  to  the 
enemy  in  that  county,  have  not  been  paid  for  their  servi- 
ces, whereby  great  uneasiness  hath  arisen  ;  and  it  being 
suggested  that  all  the  accounts  are  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Duer, 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  to  Mr.  Duer,  re- 
questing him  to  put  the  accounts  in  such  a  situation  that 
another  person  may  settle  them  ;  and  that  he  send  them  to 
Convention  by  express. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Abel  Noble  and  Peter  Townsend,  together  with  the  letter 
from  Hugh  Hughs,  deputy  quarter-master-general,  deli- 
vered in  their  report,  which  was  read,  amended  and  agreed 
to,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Whereas,  from  the  petition  of  Abel  Noble  and  Peter 
Townsend,  it  appears  to  this  Convention  that  large  con- 
tracts have  been  made  with  the  Sterling  iron  works,  for 
iron  and  steel  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  army,  and 
that  the  same  cannot  be  supplied  so  well  from  any  other 
iron  works ;  and  that  the  said  works  of  iron  and  steel  at 
Sterling  cannot  be  earned  on  unless  an  exetiiption  from 
military  duty  be  granted  to  a  certain  number  of  persons 
employed  therein.  Therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  the  said  .\bel  Noble  and  Peter  Town- 
send  be  empowered  to  grant  exemptions  for  six  months  to 
such  persons  as  are  actually  employed  in,  and  necessary 
to  carry  on,  the  said  works  ;  provided  that  tlie  same  shall 
not  exceed  one  hundred  men. 

"  Resolved,  That  no  man  shall  be  considered  as  an  ex- 
empt, unless  his  name  shall  be  filed  with  the  Brigadier- 
General  of  the  counties  of  Ulster  and  Orange,  and  a  cer- 
tificate be  obtained  from  and  signed  by  liim,  containing  the 
name  and  description  of  the  person  so  exempted,  and  the 
regiment  to  which  he  belonged,  if,  previous  to  such  ex- 
emption, he  liad  been  enrolled  in  any  regiment  of  the  mi- 
litia of  this  State. 

"  And  whereas  it  is  reasonable,  that  those  who  are 
freed  from  the  military  duty  which  they  owe  to  this  State, 
should  pay  some  compensation  therefor  :  Therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  every  person  claiming  the  benefit  of 


an  exemption  under  the  above  resolution,  shall  pay  to  the 
Brigadier-General  with  whom  his  name  is  filed,  the  sum 
of  sixty  shillings,  to  be  accounted  for  with  tlie  Treasurer 
of  this  Slate:  And  whereas  it  has  been  sugijested  that 
the  influence  of  disaffected  overseers  at  iron  "works  over 
the  persons  under  their  direction,  has  been  productive  of 
much  mischief  to  the  State  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  proprietors  of  the  Sterlin?  iron 
works  shall  derive  no  benefits  from  the  above  rcsdution 
until  the  overseers  and  clerks  of  the  said  worl;s  shall  have 
been  approved  of  by,  and  taken  an  oath  or  atfirniaUon  of 
allegiance  to  this  State,  before  the  chairman  of  liie  com- 
mittee of  the  county  of  Orange." 


THURSDAY  MORNING, 

April  24,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pkesent — Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 
Capt.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Bancker,  Colo.  Lott,  Mr.  John  A'nn  Cc.  t'.andt, 
Mr.  Uunscomb,  Colo.  Brasher,  Major  Van  Zandt— jVcu'-l'orfc. 
Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 

Mr.  Cantine,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  'Rea.— Ulster. 

Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Bleecker,  Colo.  L'vuigiton, 
i\[r.  Adgate,  Mr.  Gansevoort  — ^/6uni/. 

Mr.  Joshua  Smith,  Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Allison — Oranae. 

Judse  Graham,  Colo.  Drake,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Major  Lockwood, 
Mr.  Morris — H'estchester. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Hobart— SV/oZfc. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Capt.  John  L  enk — 
Dutchess. 

Colo.  Williams,  Major  Webster — Charlotte. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

A  letter  from  Jacob  Honibeck,  Esquire,  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  Rochester,  dated  the  Gth  instant,  enclos- 
ing the  copies  of  a  speech  from  the  said  committee  to  all 
the  Esopus  Indians  and  their  chiefs,  and  Migiitagli  the 
sachem,  and  the  answer  irom  the  Indians  thereto,  were 
respectively  read  and  filed. 

The  House  was  informed  that  Abraham  Lott,  Esquire, 
late  Treasurer  of  the  Colony  of  New-York,  is  attending, 
pursuant  to  an  order  some  lime  since  passed  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cuyler,  Colo.  Livingston,  and  Judge 
Graham,  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  Mr.  Lott,  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  pay  unto 
Colonel  Robert  Van  Rensselaer  and  John  Slos.s  Hobart, 
Esquire,  or  either  of  tlicm,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  pounds  two  shillings  and  six  pence  tor  the  ex- 
penses attending  their  journey  to  and  from  York  Town,  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  while  there,  on  the  public  business  as  a 
committee  of  this  Convention  to  meet  the  committees  from 
the  middle  States,  pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Honourable  the  General  Congress. 

Major  Lockwood  being  ui  a  bad  state  of  health,  has 
leave  of  absence. 

Mr.  Hobart  having  been  long  absent  from  his  family, 
who  are  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  has  leave  of 
absence. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Anthony  Rutgers  and  Christo- 
pher Tappen,  a  committee  appointed  by  this  Convention 
for  purchasing  hemp,  or  either  of  them  be  empowered  to 
draw  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  State  any  sums,  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  whole  four  thousand  pounds  ;  and  that  they 
be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  thereof:  And  iuriher, 
that  they  be  empowered  to  allow  such  commission  (not  ex- 
ceeding three  per  cent)  as  they  may  think  reasonable,  to 
whom  they  may  employ  in  making  such  purchases  as 
aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  no  unwrought  hemp  or  hempen  yarn  be 
transported  from  this  Slate  without  the  express  permission 
of  the  executive  power  thereof,  under  tiic  penalty  of  £5 
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for  every  100  wt.  so  transported,  to  be  recovered  in  any 
court  of  record  within  this  Slate. 

Ordered,  That  the  last  nieniioned  resolve  be  published 
in  the  newspaper  for  three  weeks  successively. 

Ordered,  That  the  conimitlce  appointed  to  cause  the 
hempseed  to  be  transported  to  the  places  mentioned  in  the 
resolutions  of  the        day  of  be  empowered  to  fur- 

nish WiUiam  Seely,  of  Granite  county  with  eighty  bushels 
thereof;  and  that  liiey  cause  that  quantity  to  be  left  for  him 
at  New-Windsor  Laadniir. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Governeur  Morris,  Esq.  the  sum  of  four  hundred  pounds 
on  account,  to  enable  him  to  pay  for  a  parcel  of  hemp- 
seed  by  him  ordered  to  be  purchased  pursuant  to  a  reso- 
lution of  this  House. 

Resolved,  That  Major  Lawrence  and  Capt.  Rutgers,  be 
a  committee  to  confer  with  Colonel  Robert  Jjivingston  on 
the  subject  of  making  field  cannon  out  of  wrought  iron  ; 
and  that  the  committee  of  correspondence  be  directed  to 
write  to  Colonel  Hamilton  for  his  opinion  on  the  usefulness 
of  such  artiller}'. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
Brigadier-General  George  Clinton,  delivered  in  their  re- 
port, and  thereupon,  the  House  came  to  the  following  reso- 
lutions, to  wit : 

Whereas  it  appears  that  a  great  part  of  the  militia  of 
Dutchess  county  have  neglected  to  obey  the  orders  of 
General  Clinton,  issued  in  consequence  of  a  resolve  of 
this  House  for  calling  out  a  part  uf  the  militia  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Ulster,  Orange  and  Dutchess,  to  garrison  the  forts 
and  guard  the  passes  in  the  Highlands. 

Resolved,  That  Major  Lawrence  and  Jlr.  Zephaniah 
Piatt  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  re- 
pair forthwith  into  Dutchess  county,  to  niquire  into  the  rea- 
sons of  such  neglect ;  thai  they  use  their  utmost  endeavours 
to  convince  the  people  of  the  necessity  of  e.xertinjr  tliem- 
selves  at  this  critical  juncture  ;  and  that  ihev  make  report 
to  this  Convention  with  all  convenient  despatch,  in  order 
that  the  most  effectual  measures  may  be  taken  to  induce  a 
compliance  with  the  said  resolve. 

Resolved,  That  General  Clinton  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
empowered  to  make  such  dispositions  with  respect  to' the 
ofl&cers  of  the  militia  under  his  command  as  he  shall  judge 
most  advancive  of  ihe  public  service  ;  and  where  any  ex- 
tra expense  shall  accrue  in  consequence  of  this  resolve 
which  cannot  be  considered  as  a  Continental  charge,  this 
Convention  will  pay  the  same. 

An  account  of  the  expenses  attending  a  guard  of  six 
men,  employed  by  the  committee  of  Kingston,  over  a  par- 
cel of  Continental  powder  and  stores,  brought  to  this  place 
from  Philadelphia,  to  be  forwarded  to  Albany,  was  present- 
ed for  payment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  referred  to  the  Au- 
ditor-General, who  is  directed  to  examine  and  audit  the 
same,  or  so  much  thereof  as  lo  him  may  appear  to  be  rea- 
sonable for  payment;  and  that  the  ^ame  be  charged  to  Con- 
tinental account.       Adjourned  till  alicrnoon. 

Thursday  Afternoon,  April  24,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjoiirnment. 

PHESENT — Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  I'lcc- President. 

Col.  Lett,  Copt.  Rutgers.  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Harper,  Major  Van 
Zaodt,  Mr.  Jolin  Van  Corllaiidt — Scw-York. 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Mr.  Aiigate,  Mr.  Cayler,  Col. 
Livingston,  Mr.  Bleecker — ^llbany. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Colo.  Allison— Oranjf. 

Mr.  Stevens— Cumberland. 

Mr.  Harper — Tnjon. 

Colo.  Williams,  ."Major  Wchs\er—Charlolte. 
Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  .Miller— Sv/o/fc. 
Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Colo.  Drake — H'c'itchesler. 
Mr.  Rea,  Mr.  Cantine,  Major  Tappcn — VLster. 
Major  Landon,  Capt.  John  Schenk,  .Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  G. 
Livingston— 2)utcAe«i. 
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Mr.  John  Van  Cortlandt  requested  leave  of  absence  to 
return  to  his  family,  who,  with  effects,  are  vciy  much  ex- 
posed to  the  enemy,  (iranted. 

Colonel  Allison  presented  to  the  House  an  account, 
wherein  he  charges  the  Convention,  m  sundry  sums,  to  the 
amount  of  £1  10*.  4(/.  by  him  advanced  lo  persons  as  ex- 
presses on  the  public  service,  while  he  was  siatmned  with 
the  militia  in  Bergen  county,  and  gives  credit  to  the  amount 
of  £32  Is.  '3d.  for  wheat,  &c.  belonging  to  disallected 
persons,  subjects  of  this  State  then  in  Mew-\'urk,  which 
leaves  a  balance  of  £24  15*.  1  \d.  in  favour  of  the  .State. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor-General  of  this  State  be  di- 
rected to  examine  and  audit  Colonel  Allison's  nrcount.  and 
that  the  balance  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  iliis  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  pav  to  John 
Dumont,  Esquire,  the  sum  of  £37  14*.  Oc/.  for  sundry  ex- 
presses to  Head-Quarters,  by  order  of  the  committee  of 
correspondence,  as  certified  by  Colonel  Allison,  chairman  ; 
also  the  further  sum  of  £3  \2s.  Od.  for  the  expense  of  sup- 
porting Ann  Anderson,  a  necessitous  person  from  New- 
York,  by  order  of  the  committee  for  providing  for  the  indi- 
gent inhabitants  who  fled  from  the  city  of  iNew-York,  as 
also  certified  by  Colonel  Allison,  chairman  of  said  com- 
mittee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pav  unto 
Henry  Wisner,  Esquire,  the  sum  of  three  pounds.'  to  re- 
imburse him  for  so  much  paid  an  express  to  the  dirlerent 
furnaces  in  New-Jersey,  for  ihe  purpose  of  procuring  can- 
non ball  for  ihe  forts  in  the  Highlands. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor-General  of  this  State  be  di- 
rected to  audit  Colonel  Henry  B.  Livingston's  account  of 
moneys  to  him  advanced  by  this  State,  on  account  of 
bounty  for  his  regiment ;  that  he  receive  the  receipts  of- 
fered by  Colonel  Livingston,  (and  which  he  halh  taken 
from  the  difierent  officers  of  his  regiment,  to  whom  lie  hath 
paid  the  same,)  as  vouchers,  and  that  he  give  the  Colonel 
a  discharge  for  so  much  as  he  shall  account  for  as  afore- 
said. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Abraham  Yates  and 
Colonel  Allison,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  report  a 
plan  for  the  supp-..rt  of  such  inhabitants  of  this  Slate  as 
have  been,  or  may  be  driven  from  their  habitations  hv  the 
enemy,  and  are  unable  to  maintain  themselves. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  be  appointed  on 
the  committee  to  confer  wilh  Colonel  Livingston  relative  to 
iron  field  pieces,  in  the  stead  of  Major  Lawrence. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Allison  and  Colonel  Hathorne 
be  appointed  lo  receive  from  General  George  Clinton,  the 
hogshead  of  lea  now  in  his  possession,  taken  at  Hacken- 
sack  new  bridge  some  time  in  January  last,  by  a  partv  of 
the  said  Colonel's  regiments  of  iniliiia  in  General  Clinton's 
brigade,  and  that  they  deal  out  one  pound  of  the  said  tea 
to  each  of  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  said  regiments, 
who  were,  or  had  been,  in  actual  service  before  the  taking 
oi  the  said  lea,  and  did  not  desert  the  said  service,  or  have 
not  heretofore  had  a  share  of  the  said  tea,  they  paying  at 
the  rate  of  six  shillings  per  pound  for  the  same. 

The  committee  appointed  lo  confer  with  Mr.  Loll,  the 
late  Treasurer,  requested  the  sense  of  the  House  as  to 
what  time  Mr.  Lott  should  charge  his  salary  as  Treasurer; 
thereupon  it  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Lott  be  allowed  his  sa- 
lary to  the  seventeenth  day  of  September  last. 

The  said  committee  brought  into  Convention  a  parcel  of 
counterparts  of  five  shilling  bills,  emitted  by  order  of  the 
Lieutenant-Governor,  Council  and  General  Assembly  of 
the  Colony  of  New- York,  on  31st  May,  1709.  delivered 
to  them  by  Mr.  Lott,  with  a  request  to  know  what  shall  be 
done  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  burnt  in  the  presence  of  the 
Vice-President. 

A  letter  from  General  McDougali,  dated  yesterday,  re- 
lative to  calling  out  ihe  militia  to  reinforce  the  forts  and 
passes  in  the  Highlands,  and  of  several  of  the  enemy's 
ships  being  at  or  about  Fort  Washington,  was  read  and 
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Landon,  Mr.  Gansevoort  and  Mr.  Wil- 


commiltwl  to  Mr 
liaiu 

In  tlie  said  letter  were  enclosed  the  proceedings  of  a  ge- 
neral court  martial,  held  at  Peekskill,  for  tlie  trial  of  seve- 
ral persons,  to  wit :  John  Williams,  charged  with  holding 
a  treacherous  correspondence  wiili  the  enemy,  and  enlist- 
ing men  in  their  service  :  Job  Babcock,  charged  with  the 
like  crimes ;  Anthony  Hill,  charged  witli  the  like  crimes, 
and  Thomas  Barkcr.'chargcd  with  repairing  to  the  enemy's 
atandard,  writing  to  others  to  do  the  like,  pointing  out  the 
houses  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  desiring  the  enemy 
to  burn  them,  and  for  other  treacherous  correspondence 
■with  the  enemy.  The  three  former  are  sentenced  to  be 
hanged,  and  the  latter  is  acquitted.  Also  an  account  of 
seven  pipes  of  wine  in  the  possession  of  Thomas  Kenney, 
Esquire,  the  property  of  Mr.  Hamilton  Young,  of  New- 
York,  which,  according  to  the  said  account,  were  apprais- 
ed and  sold  for  £486,  York  money,  was  also  read  and 
filed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Kenney  do  pay  the  said  sum  of 
£486  to  Gerard  Bancker,  Esquire,  Vice-Treasurer  of  this 
State,  to  be  deposited  in  the  Treasury  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  martial  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 


FRIDAY  MORNING, 

April  25,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Pkisent — Coloael  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 
Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Harper,  Colo.  Lott,  Mr. 
B&ndier,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Jlr.  Beekman,  Genl.  Scolt,  Col.  Brasher — 
Uno-York. 
Mr.  Harper— Tryon. 

Colo.  Williams,  Major  Webster— CAarfoiie. 
Mr.Adgate,  Mr.  Abrm.  Yates,  Mr.  Bleecker — Mbany. 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Colo.  Allison — Orange. 
Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  IreivieW— Suffolk. 
Colo.  Drake,  Major  Lockwood,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Morris — 
WuUKttttr. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 
Mr.  Rea,  Mr.  Cantine,  Colo.  De  \Tm— Ulster. 
Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  G.  Livingston,  -Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — Dutchess. 

A  letter  from  the  Honourable  Francis  Lewis,  dated  the 
,  acknowledging  the  resolution  of  Convention, 
directing  him  to  attend  Convention  ;  that  he  will  attend  as 
soon  as  possible  ;  and  enclosing  a  '•eceipt  from  Capt.  Sa- 
muel Tudor  for  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses incident  to  the  Irigate^  at  Esopus,  to  be  delivered 
to  Convention,  were  respectively  read,  and  the  considera- 
tion thereof  postponed. 

A  letter  from  the  Reverend  Doctor  Rogers,  dated  the 
19lh  instant,  Philadelphia,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
tlie  resolution  appointing  him  chaplain  to  the  Convention, 
and  that  he  will  wait  on  Convention  as  soon  as  possible, 
was  read. 

A  letter  from  Comfort  Sands,  Esquire,  Auditor-General, 
dated  this  day,  enclosing  a  receipt  from  the  Vice-Treasurer, 
in  the  words  following  : 

"  I  do  acknowledge  to  have  received  from  Mr.  Comfort 
Sands,  pay  rolls,  and  other  accounts  ot  moneys  paid  by 
him  10  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Dutchess  and  West- 
chester, pursuant  to  a  late  order  ot  Convention,  to  the 
amount  of  eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five  pounds 
eighteen  shillings  and  five  pence  halfpenny. 

"GERARD  BANCKER. 

"Kingston,  ^prU  23,  1777." 

Mr.  Sands  informs  that  the  balance  of  the  order  for  ten 
thousand  pounds,  which  he  received  for  the  purposes  men- 
tioned in  the  said  receipt,  he  has  repaid  into  the  treasury  ; 
that  he  is  now  going  into  Orange  county,  to  settle  with  the  mi- 
litia there,  and  requests  that  Mr.  Bancker  may  be  directed 
to  go  with  him,  and  pay  such  accounts  as  he  may  audit,  and 


assist  him  in  the  settlement  of  those  accounts  ;  otherwise, 
that  lie  be  furnished  with  a  new  order  for  £5,000,  to  pay 
the  militia  in  Orange  county. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sands  be  empowered  to  employ  a 
clerk  to  assist  him  in  the  settlement  of  ihose  accounts,  as 
Mr.  Bancker's  presence  from  this  place  cannot  possibly  be 
dispensed  witli. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  advance  to 
Comfort  Sands,  Esquire,  the  sum  of  £,'5,000,  to  enable 
him  to  pay  off  the  militia  in  Orange  county. 

Mr.  Sands  further  informed  the  House  that  it  i<  now  iust 
nine  months  since  his  appointment  to  the  otfice  of  Auditor- 
General,  and  requests  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  the 
payment  of  his  salary. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  pay  to  Comfort  Sands, 
Esquire,  the  sum  of  £225,  for  nine  months'  pay  of  his 
salary,  to  this  day. 

Resolved,  That  Jlr.  Sands  be  directed  to  audit  the  ac- 
count of  Captain  Vail's  company,  and  give  him  an  order 
for  so  much  money  as  is  justly  due  for  the  time  that  the 
company  were  in  actual  service. 

The  petition  of  Robert  Richardson,  a  discharged  soldier 
of  Colonel  H.  B.  Livingston's  regiment,  praying  for  main- 
tenance, was  read,  and  referred  to  Colonel  Williams  and 
Major  Webster. 

Fkiday  Afternoon,  A-pril  25,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 

Colo.  Lotl,  Colo.  Brasher,  Mr.  Jno.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Bancker, 
Mr.  Dunscomb,  Capt.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Harper — New-York. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Smith— Sa/oZfc. 

Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr. 
Bleecker — ilbany. 

Mr.  Landon,  Capt.  Schenk,  Mr.  G.  Livingston — Dutchess. 

Major  Tappen,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Rea — Ulster. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Josa.  Smith — Orange. 

Col.  Williams,  Major  'Webster— Charlotte. 

Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Judge  Graham,  Colo.  Drake — lVcstche.<:tcr. 

An  account  of  Charles  Giles,  keeper  of  the  jail  in  King- 
ston, for  dieting  sundry  disafifecied  persons  contined  in  the 
said  jail,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Major  Tappen  and 
Mr.  Ray. 

Mr.  Adgate,  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
make  assays  in  the  discovery  of  lead,  sulphur  and  flints, 
reported  the  proceedings  of  said  committee.  The  same 
were  read  and  the  consideration  thereof  postponed. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from 
the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  and  William  Ducr,  Esquire, 
together  with  the  enclosures,  reported  a  set  of  resolutions. 

Those  directing  the  committee  of  arrangement  to  report 
a  list  of  the  officers  by  tliem  commissioned,  and  directing 
the  colonels  to  make  returns  of  their  respective  regiments, 
as  also  the  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Honourable  William 
Duer,  in  answer  to  his  of  the  instant,  were 

respectively  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transmitted.  The 
residue  of  the  said  report,  respecting  the  classing  the  ex- 
empts from  the  militia,  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  recruits 
for  the  Continental  regiments  raising  in  this  State,  was 
postponed  for  further  consideration. 


SATURDAY  MORNING, 

April  26,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present- Colonel  Van  Cortlandt,  Vicc-Presidt. 
Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Bancker,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Colo.  Lott,  Mr. 
Harper,  Mr.  Beekman — New-i'ork. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 
Colo.  Williams,  Mr.  Webster— C/iarW(c. 

Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Bleecker,  Mr.  Gansevoort— .4/- 

bany. 
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Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Josa.  Sm'ah— Orange. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  MiUer— Suffolk. 

Colo.  Drake,  Colo.  Van  Cortlantll,  Judge  Graham — Westchester. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Rca— Ulster. 

Mr.  Landon,  Capt.  Schenk — Dulckcss. 

A  letter  from  William  Bedlow,  dated  at  New-Windsor, 
the  17th  instant,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  following  words, 
to  wit  : 

"New-Windsor,  April  23,  1777. 

"  Sir — By  order  of  Brigadier-General  George  Clinton, 
I  have  sent  up  Captain  Samuel  Clark,  to  the  Honourable 
Convention  of  this  State,  requesting  tlie  further  supply  of 
two  thousand  pounds  for  the  use  of  the  works  carrying  on 
here,  to  obstruct  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river  at  PoUe- 
pel's  island. 

"  I  am,  with  respect,  sir, 

"  Your  humble  servt. 

"WILLIAM  BEDLOW. 

"To  Pierre  Van  CoaTL.4.N'DT,  Esquire, 
President  of  the  Honble.  Conveiitioa 
of  the  State  of  New-York.'' 

Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Capt.  William  Bedlow  the  further  sum  o!  two  thousand 
pounds,  for  the  use  of  the  works  carrj-ing  on  to  obstruct 
the  navigation  in  Hudson's  river  near  Pollopel's  island  ; 
that  the  said  sum  be  delivered  to  Capt.  Clark,  taking  his 
receipt  to  convey  the  same  to  Mr.  Bedlow. 

A  letter  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Kingston, 
requesting  an  advance  of  £100,  to  defray  the  e.tpense  of 
the  night  watch  over  the  State  prisoners  and  public  records, 
was  read.    And  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
John  Dumont,  Esquire,  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
Kingston,  the  sum  of  £100,  to  defray  the  expense  of  the 
night  watch  over  the  Slate  prisoners  and  tiic  pubh'c  records, 
and  take  his  receipt  to  account  for  the  expenditure  thereof. 

A  letter  firom  Major-General  Gates,  dated  at  Albany, 
April  25th,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  packages 
from  Congress,  and  forwarded  to  him  by  Convention  by  an 
express,  was  read  and  filed. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Robert  Richardson,  reported.    And  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  ot  this  State  pay  to  Robert 
Richardson,  an  infirm,  discharged  soldier  of  the  Continen- 
tal army,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  go  to 
Rhode  island,  in  order  to  obtam  a  certificate  of  liis  having 
been  disabled  in  the  seivicc,  and  thereby  be  entitled  to  the 
pension. 

Adjourned  till  afternoon. 

SATuaDAY  Afternoon,  April  26,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Colo.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Vice-President. 
Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Bancker,  Colo.  Lou,  .Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Harper, 
Colonel  Brasher — Atic-ior/c. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 
Mr.  VLea— Ulster. 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Bleecker — jll- 
bany. 

Mr.  Josa.  H.  Smith,  Colo.  Allison— Orunyc. 

Judge  Graham,  Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Colo.  Drake — Westchester. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller— S«/o/&. 

Capt.  Schenk,  Mr.  La.ndon— Dutchess. 

Colo.  Williams,  Mr.  Webster— C/iar/o«e. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Frederick  Jay,  a  member  of  the  committee  of  Rum- 
bout  precinct,  attending,  with  an  account  in  gross  of  the 
aaid  committee,  for  sundry  expenses  accrued  in  providing 
for  the  indigent  persons  of  New- York,  whereby  there  ap- 
pears to  be  a  balance  due  to  the  said  committee  of  £5S  (>s. 
Mr.  Jay  further  informs  tliat  there  are  sundry  accounts 
against  the  said  committee  of  the  same  nature,  and  there- 


fore on  behalf  of  the  said  committee  requests  an  advance 
of  a  further  sum.  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Mr.  Frederick  Jay,  for  the  use  of  the  said  committee,  tiie 
further  sum  of  one  liundred  pounds,  towards  the  provision 
for  such  of  the  indigent  persons  of  New-York  as  W(;re  com- 
mitted to  their  care  ;  and  that  the  said  committee  render  a 
particular  account,  witli  proper  vouchers,  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  this,  as  well  as  the  sums  heretofore  advanced  tiiem 
for  the  same  purpose. 


MONDAY  MORNING, 

April  28,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Harper,  Colo.  Lott.  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Colo. 
Brasher,  Mr.  Bancker — New-York. 
Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 
Judge  Graham —  Westchester. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Bleecker,  Mr. 
Cnyler,  Mr.  Abrm.  Y'ates — Albany. 

Mr.  Josa.  H.  Smith,  Colo.  Allison — Orange. 

Colo.  Williams,  iMajor  Webster — Charlotte. 

Mr.  Smith, Mr.  Tredwell.  Mr. Miller— Su^o/fc. 

Major  Landon — Dutchess.  f''.>.v''  , 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Rea,  Major  Parks,  Colo.  De  Witt— J7/s/cr. 
A  letter  from  Brigadier-General  George  Clinton,  dated 
the  26th  instant,  enclosing  the  following  papers,  to  wit  : 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Washington,  dated  the 
23rd  inst.  to  Genera)  McDougall,  informing  him  of  the 
supposed  intended  movements  of  the  enemy.  Also  copies 
of  two  letters  from  General  McDougall  to  General  Clinton, 
the  one  dated  the  21st,  and  the  otlier  the  23rd  instant, 
informing  of  the  enemy's  ships  being  at  Fort  Washington, 
together  with  a  return  of  the  strength  of  the  garrison  of 
Fort  Montgomery.  The  said  letter  and  enclosures  were 
read  and  filed. 

Judge  Graham  presented  to  the  House  a  letter  lie  had 
just  received  from  his  brother,  Colo.  Morris  Graham,  m 
Dutchess  county,  informing  of  a  party  of  the  enemy's  troops 
having  landed  in  the  Sound,  and  marched  to  Daiibury  ;  and 
that  they  have  destroyed  the  Continental  magazine  of  stores 
there.  Colonel  Graham  desires  the  direction  of  the  Hou--e 
whether  he  must  march  with  the  drafts  to  the  forts  and 
passes  in  the  Highlands,  agreeable  to  General  Clinton's 
orders,  or  whether  he  should  march  with  the  militia  towards 
Danbury  ? 

The  same  being  taken  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  Judge  Graham  inform  his  brother,  the 
colonel,  that  it  is  the  sense  of  Convention  that  he  ought  to 
march  to  the  Highlands,  agreeably  to  General  Clinton's 
orders. 

A  letter  from  Governor  Trumbull  dated  the  16th  instant, 
demanding  a  return  of  cannon  lent  to  this  State,  by  the 
Slate  of  Connecticut,  was  read,  and  committed  to  ."Vlr. 
Robert  R.  I  ivingston,  Mr.  Jay  and  Major  Tappen. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  be  empowered  and 
directed  to  purchase  and  procure  for  the  use  of  the  troops 
raising  in  this  State,  .3,600  canteens,  3,600  knapsacks  and 
3,600  overalls. 

The  President  informed  the  House,  that  Colonel  Van 
Schaick  requests  leather  breeches  and  overalls  for  the  men 
of  his  regiment. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Van  Schaick  be  informed  that 
there  are  leather  breeches  at  this  place,  and  frocks  and 
overalls  in  store  at  Fishkill;  and  that  if  he  sends  his 
quarter-master  to  this  place  and  Fishkill,  the  number  of 
those  articles  required  for  his  regiment  will  be  delivered 
him. 

The  petition  of  Elizabeth  Wiggins,  praying  that  she  may 
retain  the  personal  property  of  her  husband,  who  is  gone 
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OTCt  10  the  enemy,  and  which  is  seized  by  the  commis- 
sioners, was  read,  and  taken  into  consideration. 

Debates  arose,  and  the  question  being  put,  whether  the 
nrayer  thereof  be  granted,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

Adjourned  till  at'ternoon. 

Monday  Afternoon,  April  28,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — General  Tea  Broeck,  President. 

Colo.  Lolt,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Harper,  Colo.  Brasher, 
Major  Van  Zamlt,  General  Scott— iVcif- Forfc. 
Mr.  Josa.  H.  Smith,  Colo.  Allison— Oran?e. 

Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Bleecker,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Gan- 
iCTOOrt- jJ/Aany. 
Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Tredwell— i'w/o/fc. 
Major  Landon — Dutchess. 
Colo.  Williams,  Major  Webster — Charlotte. 
Colo.  De  Witt,  Major  Parks,  Mr.  Res.— Ulster. 
Jadge  Graham,  Mr.  Tompkins — Westchester. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

The  House  taking  into  consideration  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  raising  a  body  of  men  to  guard  the  Continental  ships 
at  Esopus  Landing,  and  the  public  records  and  treasury 
of  this  State,  against  the  designs  of  disaffected  persons,  as 
well  as  to  guard  the  different  passes  and  roads  frequented 
by  those  persons,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  intelligence 
and  going  over  to  the  enemy.  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  body  of  men  be  raised  for  the  above 
purpose. 

Debates  arose  as  to  the  number  of  men  necessary  to  be 
raised. 

General  Scott  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the  num- 
ber of  men  to  be  raised,  be  200. 

Debates  arose,  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 


For  the  negative. 
Charlotte,   2 


Orange  divided. 


For  the  affirmative. 

Albany,   6 

New-York,   8 

Dlster,   4 

Suffolk,  4 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Colonel  De  Witt  and 
General  Scott,  be  a  committee  to  report  an  arrangement  for 
the  raising  of  the  said  200  men,  where,  and  in  what  manner 
ihey  ought  to  be  posted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Abraham  Lott, 
Esquire,  late  Treasurer,  reported  the  conference  had  with 
him,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  committed  to  the  same  com- 
mittee, witli  the  addition  of  Mr.  Tredweil. 

Resolved,  That  Mrs.  Clopper,  the  wife  of  Cornelius 
Clopper,  with  her  daughter,  be  permitted  to  remove  from 
Kingston  to,  and  reside  at  Poughkeepsie,  in  Dutchess 
county,  and  take  with  lliem  s\ich  of  their  servants  and 
efTects  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  commissioners  of  Ulster 
county  for  disposing  of  the  personal  property  of  persons 
gone  to  the  enemy. 

The  depositions  of  Ebenezer  St.  John  and  Andrew 
Ayres,  taken  before  the  committee  of  New-Marlborough 
precinct,  against  Samuel  Townsend,  a  dangerous  and  dis- 
affected person  brought  to  this  place  by  Lieutenant  Potter, 
by  order  of  the  said  commissioners,  were  read,  and  there- 
upon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Samuel  Townsend  be  commit- 
ted to  the  jail  of  Kingston,  until  he  be  discharged  by  order 
of  the  executive  power  of  this  State  ;  and 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Na- 
thaniel Potter,  the  sum  of  iwenly-eight  shiihngs  for  his 
expense  and  trouble  in  apprehending  and  conveying  to  this 
place,  Samel  Townsend,  charged  with  notorious  disaffec- 
tion to  the  American  cause. 

Adjourned. 


FRIDAY  MORNING, 

April  29,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — General  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Bancker,  iMajorVan  Zandl,  Mr.  Harper,  Colo. 
Brasher,  Colo.  Lott,  Genl.  Scott— Acw.J'orfc. 
Mr.  Harper,  -Mr.  Newkcrk — Tryon. 

Colo.  Drake,  Mr.  Tompkins,  Judge  Graham— H\,t/r/^,  ,/,  r. 
Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Cuyler.  .Mr.  Abm.  Yates 
Mr.  Bleecker,  Mr.  Adgate — Jllbany.  '' 

Mr.  Clarke,  Colo.  Allison,  Mr.  Josa.  H.  Smith— Oro/i?c. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 
Mr.  Tredweil,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  ?,mii\i— Suffolk . 
Major  Landon — Dutchess. 

Colo.  Williams,  Mr.  Webster — Charlotte.  ■'•< 
Colo.  De  Witt,  Major  Parks—Ulster. 

A  letter  from  Egbert  Benson  and  Melancton  Smith,  com- 
missioners, &c.  at  Poughkeepsie,  with  the  intelhgeiice  re- 
lative to  the  enemy's  being  at  Danbury,  and  of  ihcir  havinii 
destroyed  the  stores,  &c.  was  read  and  filed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  indigent  inhabitants,  delivered  in  tlieir  report, 
which  was  read  and  recommitted  with  tlie  addition  of  Colo- 
nel Brasher. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  tlie  general  court  martial,  held  at  Peekskill, 
on  the  13lh  and  18th  days  of  April  instant,  for  the  trial  of 
John  Williams  and  others.  The  same  were  read  through- 
out. 

The  said  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial  as  far  as 
relates  to  the  trial  of  John  WilHams,  ciiarged  with  holding 
a  treacherous  correspondence  witli  the  enemy,  ;ind  enhst- 
ing  men  in  their  service,  and  who  is  found  giulty,  and  by 
the  said  court  martial  sentenced  to  be  hanged  by  liie  neck 
till  he  is  dead,  were  again  read. 

The  same  being  taken  into  consideration,  and  the  ques- 
tion put,  whether  the  sentence  of  the  said  court  martial 
against  the  said  John  WilHams,  ought  to  be  confirmed,  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative  ;  and  tliereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  do  approve  llie  sentence 
of  the  said  court  martial,  and  that  the  sairic  be,  and  is  here- 
by confirmed. 

The  said  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial,  as  far  as 
relates  to  the  trial  of  Job  Babcock,  charged  with  iiolding 
a  treacherous  correspondence  with  the  enemy,  and  with 
having  enlisted  in  their  service,  and  wiio  is  found  guilty, 
and  sentenced  by  the  said  court  martial  to  be  hanged  by 
the  neck  till  he  is  dead,  were  again  read. 

The  same  being  taken  into  consideration,  and  the  ques- 
tion put,  wliether  the  sentence  of  the  said  court  martial, 
against  the  said  Job  Babcock  ought  to  be  confirmed,  it  was 
carried  in  the  alfirmative  ;  and  thereupon, 

Re.solued,  That  this  Convention  do  approve  the  sentence 
of  the  said  court  martial,  and  that  the  same  be,  and  hereby 
is  confirmed. 

And  whereas  this  Convention  think  it  their  duty  in 
some  cases,  by  extending  mercy  to  mitigate  the  rigor  of 
justice,  and  it  appearing  to  this  Convention  that  the  said  Job 
Babcock,  thoiigh  justly  sentenced,  is  a  person  of  a  weak 
mind,  and  has  "probably  been  seduced  by  John  Williams, 
who  appears  to  have  been  his  recruiting  officer :  It  is 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  President  do  issue  a  pardon  to  the 
said  Job  Babcock,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  this 
Convention,  of  the  crime  whereof  he  has  been  convicted 
as  aforesaid:  And  that  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  recommended 
to  Brigadier-General  McDougall  or  other  the  commanding 
officer  at  Peekskill,  to  whom  such  pardon  shall  be  remit- 
ted, to  keep  the  same  a  secret  until  the  prisoner  shall  have 
been  brought  to  the  place  of  execution,  and  until  the  other 
prisoner  or  prisoners  to  be  led  out  to  execution  with  him, 
shall  have  been  executed. 
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The  said  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial,  as  far  as 
relates  to  the  trial  of  Anthony  Hill,  cliari^cd  with  holding 
a  treacherous  correspondence  with  the  enemy,  and  being 
employed  by  them  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  men  into 
their  service,  and  who  is  found  guilty  and  sentenced  by  the 
said  court  martial  to  be  hanged  by  the  neck  till  he  ts  dead, 
was  again  read,  and  the  same  being  taken  into  considera- 
tion, the  question  was  put,  whether  the  sentence  of  the 
said  court  martial  against  liie  said  Anthony  Hill  ought  to 
be  confirmed,  it  was  carried  in  the  atfirmativc  :  And  there- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  do  approve  the  sentence 
of  the  said  couit  martial,  and  that  the  same  be,  and  hereby 
is  confirmed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Adgate  and  Mr.  Bleccker  be  a  com- 
mittee to  audit  Colonel  Floyd's  account  for  his  attendance 
in  the  General  Congress. 

Adjourned  till  afternoon. 

TuESD.\Y  Afternoon,  April  29,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — General  Ten  Broeck,  Presidenl. 

Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Bancker,  Genl.  Scott,  Colo.  Lolt,  Mr.  Harper, 
Colo.  Brasher — New-l'ork. 

Mi.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 
(Colo.  De  Witt,  Major  Parks— CT^ier. 

Geol.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates, 
Mr.  Bleecker,  Colo.  Livingston,  Mr.  Adgate — Albany. 
Colo.  Williams,  Major  Webster — Charlotte. 

Jndge  Graham,  Colo.  Drake,  Mr.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Morris — West- 
ehetter. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Miller— S«/b/fc. 
Major  Landon,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — Dutchess. 
Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Josa.  Smith — Orange. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

A  draft  of  the  pardon  directed  this  morning  to  be  made 
out  and  signed  by  the  President,  for  Job  Babcock,  who  is 
sentenced  by  the  general  court  martial  to  be  hanged,  was 
read,  and  approved. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  signed  by  the  President, 
and  attested  by  the  Secretary,  and  transmitted  to  General 
McDougall. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  set  of  resolutions 
for  raising  200  men  in  Ulster  county,  pursuant  to  the  re-  j 
solution  of  yesterday,  delivered  in  the  same,  which  were 
read,  amended,  and  agreed  to,  and  are  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

"Resolved,   That  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  able 
bodied  men,  well  armed,  and  accoutred  with  a  good  mus- 
ket or  fusee,  a  sword  or  tomahawk,  a  powder  horn  and  bul- 
let pooch  or  cartouch  box,  be  raised,  to  serve  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Ulster,  to  be  divided  into  three  companies,  each  com- 
pany to  consist  of  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  four  ser- 
geants, four  corporals,  one  fife  or  drum,  and  iilty-four  pri- 
vates ;  to  continue  in  service  until  the  loth  day  of  July 
next,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  this  Convention,  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  or  future  executive  power  of  this 
State,  to  be  subject  to  the  order  and  direction  of  this  Con-i 
vention,  the  Committee  of  Safety,   or  future  executive  ] 
power  of  this  Slate  ;  and  also  to  be  subject  to  the  Conli-  | 
nental  rules  and  articles  of  war.    That  they  be  entitled  to  i 
Continental  pay  ;  and  that  the  captains  be  allowed,  each,  j 
eighteen  shillings  per  week  ;  the  lieutenants,  each,  15s.  I 
per  week,  in  lieu  of  rations;  and  iliat  the  sergeants,  cor- 
porals, fifers,  drummers  and  privates,  be  allowed,  each, 
twelve  shillings  per  week,  or  Continental  rations. 

"Resolved,  That  the  captains  sh.dl  not  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive any  pay  or  subsistence,  until  ihev  produce  a  muster 
roll  and  certificate  that  he  hath  actually  enlisted  29  men,  to 
wit:  two  sergeants,  two  corporals,  one  liter  or  drummer, 
and  24  privates,  armed  and  accoutred  as  aforesaid  :  that  m 
like  manner,  the  lieutenants  shall  not  be  entitled  to  receive 
any  pay  or  subsistence  until  they  produce  a  muster  roll 
and  certificate  of  their  having  actually  enlisted  18  men,  to 
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wit :  one  sergeant,  one  corporal  and  sixteen  privates,  re- 
spectively. That  the  said  three  companies  be  deemed  one 
corps.  That  Evert  Bogardus  be  captain  ;  Edward  Schoon- 
maker  1st  lieutenant,  and  Cornelius  Dubois  2nd  lieutenant 
of  one  company.  That  Isaac  Belknap  be  captain, 
Roosa  1st  lieutenant,  Abraham  Schoonmakcr  '.inJ  lieute- 
nant, of  one  other  company.  And  that  Frederick  ."^choon- 
maker  be  captain,  Zacharias  Hasbrouck  1st  lieuttiiiant,  and 
John  C.  De  Witt  2iid  lieutenant  of  the  other  cumpany. 
That  the  said  officers  hold  rank  with  respect  to  each  other 
as  they  heretofore  did. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

April  30,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — General  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Colo.  Lott,  Colo.  Brasher,  Mr.  Harper,  Major  Van  Zaniit,  Mr. 
Bancker,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Beekman,  General  Scott — Neic-York. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Bleecker,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Abm. 
Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colo.  Livingston— ./?/6ani/. 
Mr.  Josa.  H.  Smith,  Mr.  Clark«— Orong:?. 

Judge  Graham,  Colo.  Drake,  Mr.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Morris—  West- 
chester. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Miller— Sa^o^fc.  ■ 
Major  Landon,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston — Dutchess.  -' 
Colo.  Williams,  Major  Webster — Charlotte.  ; 
Colo.  De  Witt,  Major  Parks,  Major  Tappen — Ulster. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  Hazen,  dated  at  Albany,  the  24lh 
instant,  relative  to  Capt.  Hamtramck,  of  Colonel  Du- 
bois's regiment,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  sent  to  Colonel  Du- 
bois, and  that  he  be  requested  to  communicate  the  same 
to  Capt.  Hamtramck,  of  his  regiment. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  Morgan  Lewis,  deputy  quarter- 
master-general, dated  at  Albany,  the  28th  instant,  request- 
ing some  junk  from  on  board  a  brigantine  at  Esopus  Land- 
ing, was  read,  and  committed  to  Colonel  Lott  and  Mr. 
Newkerk. 

A  letter  from  David  Gelston,  Esquire,  enclosing  a  re- 
ceipt signed  by  John  Ruddock,  D.  C.  artillery,  at  i'ish- 
kill,  dated  the  26th  April  instant,  for  ten  barrels  of  pow- 
der of  190wt.  each,  belonging  to  this  State,  and  which  was 
sent  fiom  Saybrook,  by  Mr.  Gelston,  by  order  of  Conven- 
tion, was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  receipt  be  filed  with 
the  Auditor-General,  and  that  the  said  powder  be  charged 
to  the  Continent. 

The  petition  of  Samuel  Townsend,  confined  in  King- 
ston jail  for  notorious  disaifection,  was  read. 

The  petition  of  Benjamin  Darby  and  eleven  oiliers,  con- 
fined in  the  same  jail,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  both  the  peiitions  be  referred  to  Mr. 
Tredwell,  Mr.  Landon  and  Mr.  Wisner. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  account  of 
Colonel  Floyd  for  his  attendance  at  the  General  Congress, 
delivered  in  their  report,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to  ; 
and  thereupon 

Ordered;  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto 
Colo.  William  Floyd,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  dollars  in  full,  for  the  balance  due  him  for  his  attend- 
ance at  the  General  Congress  as  a  Delegate  for  this  State, 
up  to  this  day. 

The  report  of  the  committee  for  making  discoveries  and 
assays  on  lead,  sulphur,  flints  and  salt,  was  received  and 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  committed  to  Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Adgate. 

Adjourned  till  afternoon.  -vo.  ■~-'."v;i-:,';i,f- 

Wednesday  Afternoon,  April  .30,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Pbesent — Brigadier.Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Preii. 
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M    Beekro*")  Mr.  Bancker  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Harper,  Colo. 
Bi«sher,  Colo.  Lott,  Mr.  Dunscorab,  General  Swn—New-Yurk. 
>jr  Clarke,  Mr.  Josa.  H.  Smith— Oronjc. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  J\Ir.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate, 
lit-  Cuyler,  Mr.  Bleecker,  Colo.  Livingston — Albany. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk— Tri/on. 
Colo.  De  Witt,  Major  Parks,  Major  Tappen— Wsfer. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Tredwell— Sw^b/fr. 
Major  Landon,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston— Z>u'cA«ss. 
Maj.  Webster,  Colo.  Williams— CAar/o;(e. 

Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Tompkins,  Colo.  Drake,  Mr.  Morris— WeiJ- 
chuttr. 

A  letter  from  Jacob  Hasbrouck,  chairman  of  Marble- 
town  commiltee,  accompanying  Corns.  Sanrimons,  who  was 
apprehended  as  a  very  suspicious  character  and  sent  under 
guard  to  be  dealt  with  by  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  he  be  brought  up  and  examined.  He 
being  brought  up,  wras  examined,  and  says  "  that  he  knows 
Jacob  Rosa,  Jacob  Midagh,  Andries  Keiser,  negro  of 
Gyzbert  Rosa,  John  Rapelja,  John  Van  Vliet,  Silvester 
Vandermerken,  Hendricus  Crispell,  William  McGinnis, 
Cornelius  Totlear,  Hinpagh,  William  Tush,  Junr. 
John  Stokes,  William  Kelder,  Jacobus  Senigh,  Thomas 
Crispell,  Merkell,  son  of  William,  Longjaar,  lliree 
from  Schoharie,  Frederick  Keyser  ;  that  he  was  with  those 
persons  on  his  way  with  them  to  New-York  ;  that  he  es- 
caped from  them  ;  that  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  them, 
carried  near  Major  Colden's,  and  then  escaped  with  one 
Helder,  a  boy  ;  that  they  took  him  near  Jacob  Seely's,  at 
Marble  Town ;  that  his  brother  was  gone  before  him  ;  that 
Capt.  Schoonraaker  called  him  out  to  detect  tories ;  that 
being  apprehensive  that  his  brotlier  was  among  them,  he 
could  not  bear  to  go,  lest  he  might  be  obUged  to  fire  upon 
his  brother,  or  his  brother  upon  tiim ;  that  he  then  stepped 
on  one  side  in  the  woods,  where  he  met  with  Jacobus  Rosa 
and  the  other  persons,  who  took  him  and  obhged  him  to 
go  with  them  ;  that  there  were  36  men  together  willi  Rosa  ; 
thai  three  of  them  were  from  Schoharie,  who  he  did  nut 
know  ;  that  in  crossing  the  kill.  Jacobus  took  a  man  pii- 
soner  who  was  placed  there  as  a  guard,  and  obliged  him 
to  lake  an  oath  that  he  would  not  inform  against  them,  and 
then  let  him  go.  Being  asked  why  those  persons  went  otf 
to  the  enemy,  he  answered,  that  they  thought  the  govern- 
ment of  New-York  could  be  easily  conquered,  for  that  the 
lories  themselves  could  conquer  it ;  that  they  got  liquor 
when  in  the  swamp  near  Colden's  ;  that  a  man  who  he  did 
not  know  brought  it ;  tliat  he  knows  not  from  whence  ; 
that  he  was  a  well  set  man  and  an  Englishman  ;  that  the 
swamp  they  lay  in  is  about  1^  miles  from  the  widow  Gra- 
ham's ;  that  the  man  who  brought  the  liquor  came  to  them 
twice  ;  that  he  wore  a  short  jacket ;  that  the  first  time  he 
came  only  to  see  tiiem,and  brought  the  rum  the  second  time; 
that  he  has  not  heard  Rosa  say  any  thing  about  his  future 
intentions,  except  that  the  regulars  would  be  up  soon  by 
land  and  water,  and  that  as  so  many  deserted  from  here,  they 
would  not  have  much  fiahting  ;  that  they  would  come  by 
land  by  the  way  of  (ioslien;  tliat  he  expected  they  would 
be  up  by  the  beginning  or  middle  of  May  ;  that  Rosa  sup- 
posed a  part  of  the  army  would  stay  in  Jersey  to  oblige 
General  Washington  to  stay  there,  and  while  the  rest  of 
the  army  came  up  this  way." 

Ordered,  Tliat  he  withdraw.  Being  withdrawn. 
Resolved,  That  the  said  Cornelius  Sammons  be  pardon- 
ed for  the  offence  wherewith  he  stands  charged,  and  that 
he  be  called  up  and  informed  thereof  from  the  chair,  and 
that  the  oath  of  allegiance  be  tendered  to  him  ;  but  that 
previous  thereto  he  be  informed  that  he  is  not  to  take  it 
unless  he  chooses  to  do  it  voluntarily  and  means  honestly 
to  perform  it. 

•  The  said  Cornelius  Sammons  being  called  up  again,  was 
informed  that  in  consequence  of  his  open  confession,  Con- 
vention have  resolved  to  pardon  him.  The  oath  of  allegi- 
ance being  then  tendered  to  him  in  manner  as  above  direct- 
ed, he  readily  and  voluntarily  consented  to  take  the  same. 


The  same  was  accordingly  administered  to  him,  and  he 
was  thereupon  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  examination  be  trans- 
mitted to  General  George  Clinton. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  plan  for  organizing  the  form  of 
government ;  the  same  was  read. 

The  preamble  and  first  resolution  beintr  asiain  read,  and 
the  question  put  thereon,  was  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  filling  up  the  blank  in  the  >rud  reso- 
lution be  postponed  for  the  present. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  said  report  of  com- 
mittee was  postponed  till  to-morrow  morninir. 

A  letter  from  our  Delegates  in  General  ConLTc^s,  to  wit, 
Messrs.  Phil.  Livingston,  Duane  and  Ducr,  dated  Pliilidel- 
phia,  April  21,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  letter  fioin  Thomas 
Young,  dated  the  11th  and  12th  of  April,  1777,  directed 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Vermont,  a  free  and  independent 
State,  bounding  on  the  River  Connecticut  and  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  were  read  and  filed. 

A  letter  signed  by  his  Excellency  General  Washington, 
and  directed  to  Congress,  came  enclosed  in  the  said  leiier 
from  our  Delegates  by  mistake. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  read  the  said  letter,  and  if 
it  should  appear  to  be  on  a  subject  of  a  secret  nature  and 
importance,  that  he  immediately  enclose  it  in  a  sealed  cover 
and  deliver  it  to  the  commiltee  of  correspondence,  wlio  are 
directed  to  transmit  the  same  by  the  first  safe  conveyance 
to  our  Delegates  in  (General  Congress. 

A  letter  from  Egbert  Benson  and  Mclancton  Smith,  dated 
at  Poughkeepsie,  April  2S,  informing  that  their  guards 
are  destitute  of  ammunition,  and  requesting  thai  ;-iOOibs. 
of  powder  and  a  proportionate  quantity  of  lead  may  be  or- 
dered for  their  use,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  commissary  of  the  niiiitary  stores 
belonging  to  this  State,  at  Fishkill,  deliver  to  the  order  of 
the  commissioners  for  detecting  conspiracies,  &c.  -SOOlljs. 
of  gunpowder  and  a  proportionate  (|unntily  of  lead. 

A  letter  from  Elias  Boudinot,  dated  Morristown,  April 
17,  informing  of  his  being  appointed  a  Commissary-lTene- 
ral  of  prisoners  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, and  requesting  that  all  accounts  of  expenses  and 
disbursements  (as  well  those  that  have  already  been  paid, 
as  those  which  are  vet  due)  made  by  this  State,  in  favour 
of  such  prisoners,  with  proper  vouchers,  together  wiih  the 
return  of  such  prisoners  as  are  at  present  in  this  State, 
with  the  particular  places  where  they  are  confined,  their 
rank,  &c.  be  immediately  transmitted  to  him,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  delivered  to  the  com- 
missary of  prisoners  of  war  in  this  State. 

A  letter  from  William  Williams,  dated  county  of  Cum- 
berland, State  of  New-York,  Wilmington,  Apl.  18,  1777, 
was  read  and  filed. 


THURSDAY  MORNING, 

May  1,  1777. 

The  Conv  ■;ntion  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Genl.  Ten  'RroecW,  President. 

Geni.  Scott,  Colo.  Lolt,  Capt.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Uunscomb,  Mr.  Harpor, 
Mr.  Beekman,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Bancker,  Colo.  Brasher — New- 
York. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Major  Tappen,  Major  Parks,  Colo.  De  Vi'M—Uhier, 
General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr- 
Gansevoort,  Mr.  Bleecker,  Colo.  Livingston— Jioapii/. 
Mr.  AVisner,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Josa.  Smith— Orangf. 
Mr.  Morris,  Judge  Graham,  Colo.  Drake- 11  "esic/i«(cr.  .  ,  . 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  UMci— Suffolk. 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Major  Landon,  Mr.  G.  Livingston— iJuicAeM. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  N'ewkirk— Tryon. 
Colo.  Williams,  Major  Webster— CAar/u»c. 

The  representation  and  memorial  of  the  committee  of 
Orange  county,  relative  to  the  militia  in  the  said  county, 
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was  read  and  committed  to  General  Scott,  Mr.  Abm. 
Yates,  Colo.  Dc  Witt,  Mr.  Wisncr  and  .Mr.  Tompkins. 

The  petition  of  Jona.  ITasbroui;k,  Thomas  l-'aliner  and 
twelve  others,  freeholders,  inhabitants  and  principal  friends 
to  liberty  in  the  precinct  of  Aewburgh,  relative  to  ttie 
families  of  such  persons  as  are  gone  over  to  tiie  enemy, 
and  whose  personal  property  is  about  to  be  sold  by  the 
commissioners,  and  which  families  will  in  all  probability 
be  a  precinct  cliarge,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  poor  families  of  those  who  are 
gone  over  to  the  enemy,  and  whose  estates  have  been  or 
shall  be  sold  by  tlie  commissioners  appointed  to  dispose  of 
the  personal  property  of  persons  gone  over  to  tiie  enemy, 
^hall  not  be  suffered  to  ho  tiie  particular  tnirtlien  of  the 
precinct  in  which  they  may  liave  happened  to  live  ;  and 
that  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Judge  Graham  and  General  Scott 
be  a  committee  to  draw  up  regulations  lor  the  making  pro- 
per provision  for  such  poor. 

A  letter  from  Henry  Schenk,  and  a  petition  of  John  H. 
Sleght,  relative  to  a  house  at  the  Landing,  the  possession 
of  which  a  person  refused  to  deliver  up,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sleght  be  informed  that  Convention 
can  not  interfere,  it  being  a  matter  of  law. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  leporl 
of  the  committee  for  organizing  the  form  of  government. 

That  part  of  the  said  report  which  appoints  a  chancel- 
lor was  then  read. 

Debates  arose,  and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

The  clause  for  the  appointment  of  a  chief  justice  was 
read  and  agreed  to. 

The  clause  for  the  appointment  of  three  puisne  judges 
was  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  clause  for  the  appointment  of  an  attorney-general 
was  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  clause  for  the  appointment  of  first  judge  and  infe- 
rior judges  of  the  quorum,  sheriff  and  clerk  for  the  county 
of  Albany,  was  also  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put,  whether  similar  officers 
shall  be  appointed  in  all  the  other  counties  not  in  the 
power  of  the  enemy,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Thursday  Afternoon,  May  1, 1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pexsent — Geaeral  Ten  Brocck,  President. 

Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  H:irper.  Colo.  Lott,  Genl.  Scott, 
Major  Vaa  Zandt,  Mr.  Bleecker— -Veir-rorfc. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk— Tri/on. 

Mr.  Tappen,  Major  Parks,  Mr.  Cnaline—L'lsler. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abm.  Yales,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Adgate,  Colo. 
Livingston,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Blcecker— .■//6aii!/. 

Mr.  Clarke,  Jlr.  Josa.  Smith,  Mr.  Wisner— Orange. 

Major  Lawrence— Qucen-s. 

Mr.  G.  Livingston,  jMr.  Kobt.  R.  Livingston,  Capt.  Zeph.  Piatt — 
J>ut chest. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Miller— Su/o/k. 
•    Colo.  Drake,  Mr.  Tompkins,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Morris— Ifcsi- 
chater. 

Colo.  Williams,  Major  Webster— C/iario//c.  I    '  ; , 

Mr.  Stevens— CK7n6cr/an(i. 

Resolved,  That  the  exemption  granted  to  the  workmen 
employed  in  the  Sterling  iron  works,  be  extended  to  nine 
months  from  this  day,  on  their  registering  their  names  in 
manner  as  directed  by  resolution  passed  the  twenty-third 
day  of  April  last ;  and  that  their  names  be  registered  with 
the  colonel  of  the  district  in  which  the  work  lies,  instead 
of  the  brigadier-general  of  tlie  county ;  w  hich  colonel  is 
empowered  to  do  all  that  was  directed  by  the  said  resolu- 
tions to  be  done  by  the  said  brigadier-gencral,  and  to  ac- 
count in  like  manner  for  all  money  he  shall  receive. 


DIE  VENERIS,  9  iio.  a.  m. 

May  2,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Genl.  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Pres/. 

Mr.  Bancker,  Colo.  Brasher,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Capt.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Har- 
per, Colo.  Loll — New-York- 
Major  Lawrence — Queens. 
Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Bleecker,  Mr. 
Abm.  Vates,  Colo.  Livingston,  Mr.  Adgate — Albany. 
.Mr.  Jos.  H.  Smith,  Mr.  Clarke  — Orange. 

Mr.  Morris,  Judge  Graham,  Colo.  Drake,  Mr.  Tompkins — West. 
Chester. 

Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Smith,  ]VIr.  Tredwell— .ShJo/A. 
Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Mr.  Zephaniah  Piatt,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston, 
Major  Landon — Dutche'<s.  .  „ 

Colo.  Williams,  Major  Webster — Charlotte. 
Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Cantiae,  Major  Parks — Ulster. 

A  letter  from  Egbert  Benson  and  Melancton  Smith, 
commissioners,  &c.  dated  yesterday,  informing  ot  the  ene- 
my's having  landed  at  Horse  Neck  ;  and  that  the  said  com- 
missioners have  written  to  Colo.  Swartout,  advising  him  to 
call  out  the  militia,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  answer  the  letter  by  in- 
forming the  gentlemen,  commissioners,  that  the  House 
approve  of  their  conduct  in  advising  Colonel  Swartout  to 
call  out  the  militia,  and  requesting  them  to  emplov  liders, 
and  communicate  the  earliest  intelligence  they  may  receive 
of  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  to  Convention. 

A  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Bayley,  dated  at  New- 
bury, April  22,  1777,  was  read  and  filed.  Geiieral  Bay- 
ley,  among  other  things,  by  desire  of  the  coiiiinittee  of 
Gloucester  county,  recommends  tliat  Colonel  Peter  Olcott, 
Colonel  Jacob  Kent  and  Major  Israel  Smith,  be  appointed 
commissioners  for  disposing  of  the  personal  property  of 
persons  gone  over  to  the  enemy. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  Mr.  Morris 
and  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  to  report  thereon.  And, 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Peter  Olcott,  Col.  Jacob  Kent 
and  Major  Israel  Smith,  be  and  are  hereby  appointed  com- 
missioners to  take  into  their  custody  the  etfects  of  such 
persons  of  Gloucester  county  as  are  gone  over  to  the 
enemy,  and  that  the  said  commissioners  be  vested  with  the 
like  powers  and  authority,  and  under  the  like  regulations, 
as  the  commissioners  appointed  in  oilier  counties  in  this 
Slate,  by  the  resolutions  of  this  Convention,  made  and 
passed  on  the  6th  and  21st  days  of  March  last. 

A  letter,  without  date,  from  Brigadier-General  Jacob 
Bayley,  James  Clay  and  John  Sessions,  Esquires,  com- 
missioners appointed  to  settle  with  and  pay  the  rangers  in 
Cumberland  and  Gloucester  counties,  enclosinif  the  pay 
and  subsistence  rolls,  and  sundry  other  papers  relative 
thereto,  were  read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Ad- 
gate and  Colonel  Brasher. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto  Mr. 
John  H.  Sleght  the  sum  of  four  pounds  fourteen  sliilhngs, 
in  full  for  his  account  for  storing  goods  in  his  house,  by 
I  order  of  the  late  clothing  committee. 

Mr.  Morris  delivered  in  the  report  of  the  committee  for 
ways  and  means,  for  encouraging  the  manufacturing  of 
lead,  gun  ffints,  sulphur  and  salt. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  lie  on  the  table,  to  be 
taken  up  as  soon  as  possible. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantine  and  Major  Tappen  be  a 
committee  to  examine  one  Davis,  relative  to  a  conspiracy 
at  Rochester  and  Shandaken. 
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Friday  Afternoon,  May  2,  1777. 
The  ConTenlion  met  pursuant  to  adjoiirnmeni. 

p^jjEST — General  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Grnl.  Scott,  Colo.  Brasher,  Mr.  Bancker,  .Mr.  ])unscomb,  Major  Van 
Z«ndt,  Colo.  Lott,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Harper — New-York. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Josa.  Smith,  Sir.  Clarke  — Oiunje. 

Col.  De  Witt,  Major  Parks.  Major  Tappen— Waier. 

Genl.Ten  Broeck,  iMr.  Ahm.  Vates.  Mr.  Bleecker,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr. 
Adgate,  Mr.  Gansevoorl,  Colo.  Liviiisstoa — ilLbanij. 

Mr.  Newkerk,  .Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 

Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Miller— Si/Jo/fc. 

Capt.  Plait,  Colo.  Humphrey,  Major  Landon,  Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Mr. 
R.  R.  Livingston — Dutchess. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 
Colo.  WilliaraJ,  Major  Webster— Charlotte. 

Colo.  Drake,  Judje  Graham,  Mr.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Mollis— West- 
ckaler. 

Resolved,  That  Johannes  Martin,  who  is  confined  in  the 
jail  at  Kingston,  be  discharged. 

Whereas  a  number  of  artful  and  designing  persons,  in 
everj-  county  within  liiis  State,  are  daily  endeavouring,  by 
exaggerating  accounts  of  the  power  of  the  enemy,  and 
other  wicked  and  criminal  practices,  to  work  upon  the  fears 
of  weak  and  timid  persons,  and  to  betray  the  liberty  of  this 
country :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
any  two  or  more  of  the  vessels,  now  lying  in  Hudson's 
river,  for  the  reception  of  such  persons  as  may  be  sent 
thereto,  and  that  Captains  Benson  and  Castle,  or  either  of 
them,  be  directed  to  see  the  said  vessels  properly  guarded^ 
by  the  privateers,  of  which  they  have  the  command  ;  and 
that  they  suffer  no  person  to  go  on  board  the  said  vessels 
who  is  not  properly  authorized  thereto. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  for  detecting  and  de- 
feating conspiracies,  &c.  be  directed  to  cause  to  be  appre- 
hended such  of  the  persons  in  ench  county  whose  charac- 
ters are  suspicious,  and  who,  by  their  influence  in  the 
county  in  which  they  reside,  may  be  supposed  dangerous 
to  this  State,  and  send  them  on  board  of  the  said  vessels, 
appointing  a  commissary  to  provide  them  with  provisions, 
at  their  own  expense. 


A  letter  from  Colonel  Lewis  Dubois,  dated  at  Fort 
Montgomery  yesterday,  coinphiiiiing  of  the  rank  of  the 
officers  of  his  regiment,  was  read  and  coiiunitied  to  Mr. 
Harper,  Mr.  Cuyler  and  Colonel  J)e  Win. 

A  letter  from  John  Coe,  Esquire,  chainii.in  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  south  part  of  Orange  county,  coiri[)lainuig  of 
the  distresses  of  many  of  the  inhabitants  i^u  \\\:\\  part  of  llic 
county,  by  having  the  Continenlal  troops  (who  were  pass- 
ing through)  quartered  on  them,  many  of  which  troops 
were  sick,  and  for  which  the  said  inhabitants  liave  not 
received  satisfaction,  was  read  and  commiucd  to  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Harper  and  Mr.  Josa.  H.  Smith. 

A  letter  from  General  George  Clinton,  dated  at  Fort 
Montgomery,  the  2nd  instant,  enclosing  the  proceeiiinL's  of 
a  general  court  martial,  held  at  Fort  Montgomery,  April 
30th,  and  May  1st,  1777,  for  the  trial  of  Jack,  "a  negro 
man,  slave  of  Gysbert  Rosa,  charged  with  levying  war 
against  the  State  of  New-York  within  the  same,  with  being 
an  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  King  of  (jreat 
Britain ;  William  McGinnis  charged  with  levying  war 
against  the  State  of  New-York,  with  being  adherent  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  with  being  an  enlisted  soldier 
in  the  service  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  when  owing 
allegiance  to  the  State  of  New- York  ;  John  Van  Vllet, 
charged  with  the  like  crimes ;  Cornelius  Furlcr,  charged 
with  the  like  crimes;  William  Teels,  charged  with  the 
like  crimes  ;  Coenradt  Mysener,  charged  with  the  like 
crimes  ;  Andries  Keyser,  charged  with  the  like  crimes  ; 
John  Rapalye,  charged  with  the  like  crimes  ;  Sylves- 
ter Vandermarken,  charged  with  the  like  crimes  ;  Jaco- 
bus Rosa,  charged  with  the  like  crimes,  as  well  as  that 
of  enlisting  men  in  the  service  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  ;  Jacob  Middagh,  charged  with  the  like  crimes, 
excepting  that  of  enlisting  men  in  the  service  of  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  ;  Jacobus  Longyou,  charged  with  the  like 
crimes  ;  Hendrick  Crispell,  charged  with  the  like  crimes  : 
Alexander  Campbell,  charged  with  holding  correspondence 
with  the  enemies  of  the  American  Slates,  giving  them  in- 
telligence, and  adhering  to  and  giving  them  aid  and  com- 
fort, and  secreting  them  ;  Arthur  .McKenny,  charged  with 
the  like  crimes,  excepting  that  of  secreting  them  ;  Isaac 
Lockwood,  charged  with  attempting  to  join  the  enemy  ; 


i?fso;t;eJ,  That  every  person  who  shall  be  found  on  |  gilas  Gardner,  charged  with  levying  war  against  die  United 

States  of  America,  holding  correspondence  with,  and  assist- 
ing the  enemies  of  the  said  States  ;  and  Daniel  Reynolds 
.    .   -     .-  -.  and  Peter  Aldridge,  charged  with  harbouring  the  enemies 

ad  on  conviction  before  the  said  commissioners,  who  are  |  of  the  United  States,  were  respectively  read  ^ 


shore,  after  having  been  confined  on  board  of  the  said  ves 
sels,  or  eitlier  of  them,  without  being  properly  discharged, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy. 


hereby  directed  and  empowered  to  issue  a  summons  to  the 
sheriff,  or  other  officer,  to  empanel  a  jury  for  their  trial, 
shall  be  immediately  executed. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  defray  the  expense 
attending  the  procuring  and  fitting  the  said  vessels. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  and  Major  Law- 
rence be  the  committee. 


SATURDAY  MORNING, 

May  3,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pbesent — Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Dnnscomb,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Harper,  Colo.  Brasher,  Major 
Van  Zandt,  Gent.  Scott,  Mr.  Beekman— Acic- Tori. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr,  Newkerk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Tompkins,  Judge  Graham,  Colo.  Drake — Wett- 
eketter. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates, 
Mr.  Adgate — ilbany. 

Mr.  Josa.  Smith,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Clarke — Oransie. 

Mr.  Cantine,  Major  Tappen,  Major  Parks,  Colo.  De  WUt— Ulster. 

Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  M Uler— Su/o/fc. 

Mt.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Capt.  Piatt — 
Dutchtat. 

Colo.  WUUams,  Major  Webster— CAarZo«c. 
Mr.  SteytDs— Cumberland. 


The  said  proceedings  being  again  read,  it  appears  that 
the  said  Jack,  the  negro  man,  slave  of  Gysbert  Rose, 
Daniel  Reynolds  and  Peter  Aldridge,  were  by  the  said 
court  martial  acquitted  of  the  charges  brought  against  them 
respectively,  and  that  the  said  Hendrick  Crispell  was 
excused  from  a  trial  on  the  said  charges,  in  order  that  he 
might  be  made  use  of  as  an  evidence  on  behalf  uf  the  State, 
against  other  criminals  brought  before  the  said  court.  Thai 
John  Van  Vliet,  William  McGinnis,  Cornelius  Furler, 
William  Tcets,  Coenradt  Mysener,  Andries  Keyser,  John 
Rapelye,  Sylvester  Vandermerken,  Jacobus  Rosa,  Jacob 
Middagh,  Jacc'jus  Lonsyou,  Alexander  Campbell,  Arthur 
McKenny  and  Silas  Gardner,  are  by  the  said  court  martial 
adjudged  guilty  of  the  crimes  wlierewitli  thcv  severally 
stood  charged,  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged  by  the  neck 
till  they  be  dead  ;  and  that  the  said  Lsaac  Lockwood  be 
close  confined  in  a  common  jail  during  the  present  war 
with  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  or  until  he  shall  be 
discharged  by  proper  authority. 

Tlie  said  proceedings,  with  the  acquittals  and  sentences, 
being  maturely  considered,  and  the  question  put  on  each  of 
them  respectively,  whether  the  Convention  dolli  approve 
of  the  conduct  of  the  said  court  martial  in  the  acquittals 
and  sentences  above  mentioned,  it  was  carried  in  the  affir- 
mative, except  in  the  case  of  Alexander  Campbell,  which 
was  carried  in  the  negative.  Jacobus  Longyou  and  Cor- 
nelius Fuller,  being  tenants  for  life  on  lands  of  Mr.  R.  R. 
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Livingston,  he  was  excused  from  voting  on  their  cases. 
Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  doth  approve  of  the 
conduct  of  the  said  court  martial  in  their  several  and  re- 
spective acquittals  and  seiitonccs  aforesaid,  against  the 
above  mentioned  criminals  respectively,  except  in  the  case 
of  the  said  Alexander  Campbell,  (wiiose  sentence  is  hereby 
reversed)  and  that  the  same  be  and  hereby  are  conhrmed. 

And  whereas  this  Convention  think,  it  their  duty,  in 
some  cases,  by  extending  mercy,  to  mitigate  tlie  rigour  of 
justice  ;  and  the  said  Willuuii  Ticts  being  by  the  said 
court  martial  recommended  as  a  proper  object  of  mercy,  in 
consideration  of  his  extreme  youth,  and  it  appearing  tiiat 
he  has  been  deluded,  his  severe  compunction  for  his  crimes, 
and  his  apparent  ignorance  :  It  is  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  do  issue  a  pardon  to  the 
said  William  Tiets,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of 
this  Convention,  of  the  crimes  whereof  he  has  been  con- 
victed as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  the  said  Hendrick  Crispell  was,  by  the 
said  court  martial,  excused  from  a  trial  of  the  crimes 
whereof  he  stood  charged  before  the  said  court  martial,  in 
order  that  he  might  be  made  use  of  as  a  witness  against 
other  criminals  brought  before  the  the  said  court :  There- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  do  issue  a  pardon  to  the 
said  Hendrick  Crispell,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
of  this  Convention,  of  the  crimes  whereof  he  stood  charged 
as  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  Genl.  George  Clinton  be  requested  to 
cause  the  said  presons  to  be  executed  at  such  places  as  he 
in  his  discretion  shall  think  proper. 

"  To  all  to  ivhom  these  presents  shall  come : 

"I,  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
Convention  of  the  State  of  New-York,  send  greeting  : 

"Whereas  William  Tiets,  an  inhabitant  of  this  State 
charged  with  levying  war  against  the  State  of  New-York, 
within  the  same,  and  with  being  adlierent  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  and  with  being  an  enlisted  sokiier  m  tiie 
service  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  whilst  owing  alle- 
giance to  tlie  Slate  of  New-York,  was  on  tlie  thirtieth  day 
of  April  last  past  convicted  of  the  said  charge  by  sentence  of 
a  general  court  martial,  held  on  the  said  dav  at  Fort  Montgo- 
mery, in  the  county  of  Orange,  in  pursuance  of  certain  reso- 
lutions of  the  said  Convention,  in  such  case  made  and  pro- 
vided, and  was  then  and  there  by  the  sentence  of  the  said 
court  martial  adjudged  for  the  offence  aforesaid  to  be 
hanged  by  tiie  neck  till  he  should  he  dead  :  And  whereas, 
also  Hendrick  Crispell,  an  inhabitant  of  the  said  State, 
charged  with  the  aforesaid  crimes,  was  by  the  said  general 
court  martial  acquitted  of  the  said  charge,  and  admitted  as 
an  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  said  State  :  And  whereas 
the  said  Convention  have  on  this  day  maturely  revised  the 
said  sentence  against  the  said  William  Tiets,  and  have  con- 
firmed the  same  ;  yet  nevertheless  liave  resolved  to  extend 
mercy  to  the  said  William  Tiets,  in  respect  to  the  crime 
aforesaid  whereof  he  is  convicted,  and  to  pardon  the  said 
Hendrick  Crispell  of  the  crimes  vvliereo!  he  stood  charaed  ; 
and  have  authorized  me,  the  said  President,  to  issue  to  the 
said  William  Tiets  and  Hendrick  Crispcli,  in  the  name 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  said  Convention,  a  pardon  of 
the  crimes  whereof  they  were  convicted  and  stood  charged 
as  aforesaid  :  I  therefore,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authori- 
ty aforesaid,  do  hereby  fully  and  freely  remit  and  pardon 
unto  the  said  William  Tiets  and  Hendrick  Crispell,  the 
crime  and  punishment  whereof  and  for  which  the  said 
William  Tiets  was  convicted  and  subjcrted  ;  and  the 
crimes  whereof  the  said  Hendrick  Crispoll  stood  charged 
as  aforesaid.  In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  in  Convention  at  Kingston,  in  ihc  county  of  Ulster, 
this  third  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  ihou- 
•and  seven  hundred  and  seventv-seven. 

"  By  his  Honour's  command, 

«  ROBT.  BENSON,  Secry." 
228 


Saturday  Afternoon,  May  3,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Karper,  Mr.  Bancker,  .Mr.  ]3eek- 
raan,  Colo.  Brasher.  Major  Van  Zanilt— A'eu^  J'orfc. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk — Trijon. 

Colo.  De  Win,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  CAn\me  — Ulster. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  -■Vbm.  Yates,  Mr.  Cuyler,  .Mr.  Gan.scvoort, 
-Mr.  Atlgate — Albany. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  .los.  Smith,  Mr.  Clarke — Orange. 

Mr.  Morris,  Colo.  Drake,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Tompkins — HVi<- 
dtestcr. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Treadwell,  Mr.  Miller— Su/b/fc. 
Sir.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Major  Landon,  Capt. 
Piatt — Dutchess. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  precinct  of  Rhine- 
beck,  in  the  county  of  Dutchess,  and  the  committee  of  the 
precinct  of  Walkill,  in  the  county  of  Ulster,  and  the  com- 
mittee of  the  precinct  of  Cornwall,  in  the  county  of  Orange, 
be  directed  to  raise  a  company  in  each  of  the  said  pre- 
cincts to  continue  in  service  till  the  first  day  of  July  next, 
unless  sooner  discharged,  consisting  of  one  lieutenant, 
three  sergeants  and  twenty-four  privates,  in  order  to  guard 
the  several  powder  mills  in  each  of  the  said  precincts. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  be  allowed  Continental  pay, 
and  fifteen  shillings  per  week  for  rations,  and  the  non-com- 
missioned ofScers  and  privates,  Continental  pay  and  twelve 
shillings  per  week  for  rations,  and  be  under  the  command 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  said  mills. 

Resolved,  That  the  committees  above  named  call  out  a 
part  of  the  militia  of  the  said  precincts  to  mount  guard  at 
the  said  mills,  till  the  said  companies  are  completed,  and 
that  they  be  also  under  the  command  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  said  mills,  and  be  allowed  the  above  pay  and  subsistence. 

The  House  being  informed  of  an  intended  insurrection 
in  the  manor  of  Livingston,  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  go 
to  Rhinebeck  precinct,  in  Dutchess  county,  and  to  the 
manor  of  Livingston,  and  take  the  most  effectual  measures 
to  quell  any  insurrections  in  the  said  places  ;  and  that  they 
be  vested  with  power  to  call  upon  the  militia  for  any  assis- 
tance that  they  may  find  necessary  for  the  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  Zephaniah  Piatt,  Robert  R.  Livingston 
and  Matthew  Canline,  Esquires,  be  the  committee. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Colo.  Robert  Van  Rensselaer,  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit,  was  read  and  approved  : 

"  Sir — Having  received  information  of  an  insurrection 
projected  by  the  disaffected  in  the  manor  of  Livingston, 
which  the  Convention  conceive  may  be  easily  stopped,  if 
spirited  measures  are  speedily  used.  You  are  therefore 
requested  to  march  immediately  a  body  of  one  liundred 
men  that  may  be  depended  upon  to  Harman  Pests,  at 
Roelof  Jansen's  kill,  where  you  will  receive  directions  from 
a  committee." 

Whereas  divers  persons  in  the  county  of  Dutchess,  have 
associated  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit :  "Whereas 
doubts  have  arisen  whether  persons  who  have  heretofore 
held  military  commissions,  or  having  commissions,  are. 
notwithstanding,  at  present  without  any  command,  should 
be  obliged  to  serve  in  the  militia:  And  whereas  it  is  fre- 
quently suggested  that  such  persons  avail  themselves  of 
their  commissions,  and  use  them  as  pretexts  to  avoid  doing 
duty ;  and  that  persons  beyond  the  age  of  fifty  years,  and 
others  exempted  by  law  from  serving  in  the  militia  also  in 
many  instances  improperly  avail  themselves  of  this  advan- 
tage :  In  order,  therefore,  to  prevent  such  suggestions  and 
suspicions,  as  far  as  they  personally  respect  us,  and  to 
convince  the  world  that  we  are  always,  and  especially  at 
tills  important  crisis,  ready  to  turn  out  in  defence  of  our 
country,  and  hazard  our  lives,  and  bear  our  equal  burthen 
with  the  rest  of  community,  we,  the  subscribers,  residing 
in  the  county  of  Dutchess,  having  heretofore  held  commis- 
sions, 01  now  holding  commissions  as  aforesaid,  or  being 
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heyond  the  age  of  fifty  years,  or  otherwise  exempted  from 
icrring  in  the  militia,  do  hereby  voluntarily  associate  and 
engage,  that  we  will  forthwith  provide  ourselves  with  arms, 
accoutrements  and  ammunition  ;  that  we  will,  upon  an 
alarm,  immediately  repair  to  such  place  of  rendezvous  as 
ihaJI  be  appointed ;  that  we  will,  whenever  drafts  are  to 
be  made  from  the  militia,  coninbuic  our  proportion  of  men, 
to  be  commanded  by  their  own  otficers  ;  and  that  we  will 
be  under  the  command  of  officers  to  be  elected  from  our 
own  body."  And  whereas  many  others  are  desirous  of 
associating  in  the  like  manner,  iheretore. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  doth  highly  approve 
thereof,  and  that  the  persons  therein  described  who  shall 
go  associate  together,  be  exempted  from  all  other  duty  in 
the  militia. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Simon  Stevens,  Esquire,  a  member  in  this  Convention  for 
the  county  of  Cumberland,  on  the  credit  of  the  said  county, 
the  sum  of  sixty  pounds,  and  that  Mr.  Stevens  do  account 
with  the  committee  of  the  said  county  for  the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  tem- 
porary form  of  government. 

Mr.  Gansevoort  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the 
Council  of  Safety  consist  of  fifteen  members. 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  elect  the  members  by 
counties. 

The  votes  being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
elected  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  counties  present, 
to  wit;  John  Morin  Scott,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Christo- 
pher Tappen,  Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Governeur  Morris, 
Zephaniah  Piatt,  John  Jay,  Charles  De  Wilt,  Robert 
Harper,  Jacob  Cuyler,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Pierre  Van  Cort- 
landt,  Matthew  Cantine,  John  Sloss  Hobart  and  Jonathan 
G.  Tompkins. 

The  counties  then  proceeded  to  elect  by  ballot  the  chan- 
cellor. 


The  votes  are  as  follows  : 

For  Genl.  Scott. 

New-York,    8 

Soffolk,   4 

Oraoge,  3 

15 


For  R.  R.  Livingston. 

Albany,    6 

Dutchess,  5 

Westchester  4 

Ulster  4 

Charlotte,   2 

21 

Whereupon  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  was  declared 
elected  chancellor. 

They  proceeded  in  like  manner  to  elect  the  chief  justice. 
The  votes  are  as  follows : 


For  Genl.  Scott. 

New-York,   8 

Orange,   3 

Suffolk,   4 


Cbarlotte  divided. 


15 


For  Mr.  Jay. 

Dutchess,   5 

Albany,   6 

Westchester,  4 

Ulster,  4 

19 


Whereupon  Mr.  Jay  was  declared  elected  chief  justice. 
They  also  proceeded  in  like  manner  to  elect  two  puisne 
judges. 

Votes  for  puisne  judges. 

Mr.  R.  Ya't  Mr.  Hobart.  Genl.  Scott. 

New-York,   x      8 

Albany,   6      6 

Suffolk,   4      4 

Ulster,   4      4 

Dutchess,   5    5    . 

Westchester,  ....  4      4 

Charlotte,   2      2 

Orange,   3      3 

36  5  31 

The  House  proceeded  to  settle  the  rank  of  the  puisne 
judges. 

ia.~Gtnl.  Scott. 

Soffolk,  Datchess, 

Albany,  Ulster, 

Orange,  Charlotte, 

Ncw-York,  Westchester. 


Genl.  Scott  immediately  signified  his  disinclination  to 
execute  the  office  of  one  of  the  puisne  judges;  and,  there- 
fore refused  to  accept  the  office. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  attorney- 
general,  viz  : 

For  Egbert  Benson. 
Dutchess,  Albany, 
New- York,  Orange, 
Ulster,  Sulfoik, 
Westchester,  Charlotte. 
Mr.  Benson  was  elected. 


SUNDAY  MORNING, 

Mai/  4,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pbesf.nt— Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Genl.  Scott,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Baneker,  Mr- 
Harper,  Colo.  Brasher — yeiv-York. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr.  Gansevoort — 
Albany. 

Mr.  Josa.  Smith,  Mr.  Clarke — Ormis;e. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Tredwell— S!(^o;V. 

Mr.  Webster,  Colo.  Williams— C/iario<«e.  "  '    '  '  '■■ 

Major  Tappen,  Col.  De  \WM— Ulster. 

Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Tompkins — Westchester. 

A  letter  from  the  commiitce  of  Amenia  precinct,  and  a 
letter  from  Colo.  Sutherland,  of  Charlotte  precinct,  were 
received,  brought  by  Captain  Delavan,  who  being  called 
up,  gave  the  House  the  following  information  on  the  .sub- 
ject of  the  said  letters,  viz: 

"That  a  part  of  the  militia  of  Amenia  precinct,  who 
were  ready  to  march  to  oppose  the  enemy,  who,  'twas 
said,  had  landed  at  Horse  Neck,  being  informed  of  the  cruel 
ravages  of  the  enemy  at  and  near  Danbury,  by  throwing 
some  of  the  friends  to  liberty  in  the  fire,  killing  two 
ladies  on  the  road,  &c.  were  so  exasperated  thereby,  as 
to  refuse  going  to  the  southward,  and  to  determine  to  r^o 
and  take  vengeance  on  the  disaffected  persons  in  tliat 
quarter." 

Capt.  Delavan  further  informs,  "  That  the  disaffected 
persons  are  very  numerous  in  the  southern  parts  of  Dutch- 
ess count}',  and  that  without  doubt  they  will  fall  on  the 
whigs  whenever  the  enemy  attack  our  army  at  Peekskill, 
or  at  the  forts  in  the  Highlands.  They,  therefore,  re- 
quest Convention  to  take  some  measures  \n  the  premises." 
Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jay,  Colo.  Thomas  and  Colo.  Lud- 
dington  be  appointed  commissioners  lo  prevent,  quell  and 
subdue  all  insurrections  and  disaffection  m  the  counties  of 
Dutchess  and  Westchester ;  and  to  take  every  measure 
for  that  purpose  which  they  shall  deem  necessary  ;  and 
that  they  cooperate  with  Messrs.  Robert  R.  Livingston, 
Zephaniah  Piatt  and  Mallhew  Cantine,  a  committee  ap- 
pointed yesterday,  for  the  like  purpose  in  ihe  manor  of 
Livingston  and  Rhinebeck  precinct. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  immediately 
collect,  with  the  assistance  of  Genl.  McDougall,  or  Genl. 
George  Clinton  or  from  the  militia  of  the  county  of  Dutch- 
ess, whichever  to  them  shall  appear  most  expeditious,  a 
force  sufficient  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  ;  and  also,  to 
comply  with  the  following  instructions,  to  wit : 

"  Gentlemen — You  are  to  begin  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  county  of  Dutchess  and  proceed  to  the  northward, 
and  in  your  progress  secure  the  disaffected,  call  out  the 
whole  militia,  and  destroy  all  such  as  shall  be  found  in 
arras  to  oppose  you. 

"  When  you  shall  meet  with  the  committee  above  men- 
tioned, you  are,  in  concert  with  them,  lo  secure  the  pri- 
soners you  shall  have  respectively  made,  to  dismiss  such 
of  the  militia  as  you  may  think  proper,  and  with  the  re- 
mainder march  into  the  county  of  Westchester,  by  diffe- 
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rent  ways,  concerting,  at  the  same  time,  such  measures 
with  Geiil.  McDougall,  or  other  the  commanding  oiRcer 
at  Peekskill,  as  will  efleclually  clciir  the  said  county  of 
Westchester  of  all  dangerous  and  disaffected  persons. 

"  You  are  on  every  occasion,  by  every  means  in  your 
power,  (torture  excepted)  to  compel  the  discovery  and  de- 
livery of  all  spies  or  other  emissaries  of  the  enemy,  who 
you  may  have  reason  to  believe  are  concealed  in  any  part 
of  the  country  through  which  you  make  your  progress,  and 
upon  due  proof  immediately  execute  them  in  terrorem." 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  and 
instructions  be  immediately  transmitted  to  Messrs.  Living- 
ston, Cantine  and  Piatt,  and  the  further  instructions  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

"  Gentlemen — You  are  hereby  instructed  to  conform 
yourselves  to  the  resolutions  herewith  transmitted  to  you ; 
and  having  cleansed  the  manor  of  Livingston  and  Wnne- 
beck  precincts  of  the  disaffected  and  dangerous  inhabitants, 
to  proceed  to  the  southward  until  you  meet  with  the  com- 
missioners in  the  said  resolutions  mentioned,  conducting 
yourselves  according  to  the  uistructions  and  with  the  seve- 
ral powers  unto  them  given  ;  and  when  you  shall  meet 
with  the  said  commissioners,  \o\i  are  immediately  to  form 
with  them  a  proper  plan  for  the  purposes  mentioned  m  the 
said  instructions  to  tliem,  and  endeavour  to  carry  such  plan 
into  immediate  execution." 

Resolved,  That  the  said  instructions  be  not  considered 
as  so  binding  upon  the  said  committee  or  commissioners, 
but  that  they  may  be  at  liberty  to  vary  from  tlicm  accord- 
ing as  circumstances  may,  in  their  judgment,  respectively 
require. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  defray  the  expense 
which  may  accrue  by  virtue  of  the  aforegoing  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  several  pieces  of  intelli- 
gence received  by  the  Convention  relating  to  the  matters 
and  things  aforesaid,  be  immediately  sent  to  the  said  com- 
mittee and  to  the  said  commissioners. 

^  SATiJRi>iS.Y  Afternoon,  i\Taj/  4,  1777. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Bancker,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Colo. 
Braslier,  Mr.  Harper— Neui-York. 
Major  Webster — Charlotte. 

GenL  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates — ilbany. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Tredwell,Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller— Su/o/As. 

Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Tompkins,  Judge  Graham — H'estchester. 

Major  Tappen,  Colo.  De  Win— Ulster. 

Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Josa.  Smith — Orange. 

A  letter  from  our  Delegates  at  Congress,  dated  April 
29,  informing  of  the  languor  that  prevails  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  enclosing  a  copy  oi  the  deposition  of  a 
person  lately  come  out  of  iVew-York,  was  read  and  com- 
mitted to  Mr.  Morris  and  Colo.  Brasher. 

A  letter  from  General  Lewis  Morris,  dated  Piiiladclphia, 
April  19,  apologizing  for  not  attending  Convention,  pursu- 
ant to  their  order,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  inform  General  Morris  by 
letter,  that  the  House  will  dispense  with  his  attendance  for 
the  present. 

Whereas  William  Smith,  who  was  yesterday  elected  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  is  very  disagreeably 
circumstanced  by  having  his  family  and  estate  in  the 
power  of  the  enemy  on  Long  island  ;  especially,  as  in  all 

Erobability,  the  said  Council  will,  at  this  important  crisis, 
e  under  the  necessity  of  making  use  of  very  spirited 
measures,  which  probably  will  expose  his  said  family  to 
the  particular  resentment  of  liie  enemy  :  Tiicrcforc, 

Resolved,  That  iMr.  Smith  be  excused  from  serving  as 
8  member  of  the  said  Council  of  Safety,  and  that  another 
member  be  immediately  elected  in  liis  stead. 


The  House  accordingly  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
another  member  in  the  stead  of  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Ho- 
bart  was  unanimously  elected. 


MONDAY  MORNING, 

May  5,  1777. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  , 

Present — Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President.  ! 

Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Co!o.  ; 
Brasher,  General  Scott,  Mr.  'Beekman— New-York. 

Colo.  Williams,  Maj.  Webster — Charlotte.  ' 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort — ilbany. 

Mr.  Morris,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Tompkins — Westchester. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Miller— &i^b/fc.  •„ 

Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Josa.  Smith — Orange.  ,(„ 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland.  > 

jMaj.  Tappen,  Colo.  De  Witt — Ulster.  ;i> 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Morris  informed  the  House  that  General  McDougal, 
by  letter  to  him,  requests  Convention  to  procure  for  iiim 
one  hundred  dollars  in  gold  or  silver. 

Resolved,  That  Gerard  Bancker,  Esquire,  procure  one 
hundred  dollars  in  gold  or  silver  for  the  immediate  and 
pressing  service  of  this  State,  and  the  well  affected  inha- 
bitants are  requested  to  afford  him  every  assistance  in  their 
power  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Colo.  De  Wilt,  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  is  detained  in  custody  of  a  guard  of 
militia  at  this  place. 

Ordered,  That  the  doorkeeper  wait  on  Colonel  De  Witt 
and  inform  him  that  his  attendance,  as  a  member,  is  imme- 
diately required  in  this  House. 

Colo.  De  Wilt  came  in  and  informed  the  House  that  he 
was  this  morning,  by  a  guard  of  the  militia  under  ihe  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Gerardus  Hardenberg,  taken  into  custody 
as  one  of  the  delinquents  who  have  not  furnished  a  draft 
from  the  militia. 

Whereas  this  House  is  informed  that  Capt.  Geraidus 
Hardenberg  hath  presumed  to  imprison  a  member  of  this 
Convention : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Gerardus  Hardenberg  do  im- 
mediately attend  this  House. 

Capt.  Hardenberg  attending,  and  being  asked  by  what 
authority  he  took  Colonel  De  Witt,  a  member  of  this 
House,  into  custody,  says  he  did  it  by  authority  of  the 
warrant  by  him  produced  to  the  House,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit :  "  By  virtue  of  brigade  orders  just  now  re- 
ceived, I  strictly  command  you  to  cause  liie  deficiency  of 
the  drafts  of  your  company  lately  ordered  to  be  raised  to  ... 
reinforce  the  garrison  of  Fort  Montgomery,  to  be  delivered 
to  me  at  Kingston  by  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  You  must  apprehend  those  persons  as  are  here- 
under mentioned,  they  being  the  defaulters  in  your  com- 
pany, and  bring  them  to  me.  Likewise  to  appear  here  per- 
sonally, and  bring  with  you  a  true  list  of  all  the  men  now 
under  your  con^mand.  Hereof  you  are  not  to  fail  upon 
your  peril.  j 

"  Given  under  my  hand  at  Kingston,  this  30th  day  of 
April,  1777.  i 
"JONATHAN  ELMENDORPH,  Colo.  [ 

"  Charles  De  Witt,  Elias  Degremo,  Peter  Degremo, 
Robert  Plicenix,  Abraham  Dubois,  John  Newkerk,  Elias 
Tccrpenning."  i 

Capt.  Hardenberg  being  asked  whether  by  the  warrant  ' 
he  observed  any  thing  charging  those  persons  with  any 
crimes  or  misdemeanors,  says  he  did  not  think  so  far ;  says  ; 
lie  has  seen  the  militia  law.  Being  asked  how  Colonel  De  <;.>!.;. 
Witt's  name  originally  came  to  be  put  on  that  list,  says  he  t 
don't  know ;  the  colonel  must  know  that ;  he  thought  it  i 
his  duty  to  obey  all  orders  from  his  superior  otiicers. 
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Capt.  Hardenberg,  by  order,  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Elmendorpli  be  requested  to 
aitend  this  House  this  afternoon  at  4  o'clock,  and  that  Capt. 
Hardenberg  do  attend  until  further  orders. 

A  letter  fronti  General  George  Clinton,  dated  at  Fort 
jlontgoinery,  the  4th  instant,  enclosing  the  naoies  of  the 
irailors  who  were  going  to  join  the  enemy  ;  of  persons  aid- 
in"  and  comforting  iheiii ;  also,  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Lieut.  Colonel  Cooper,  dated  at  Sidman's  Clove,  the  3rd 
inst.  was  read  and  filed. 

Mr.  Morris  informed  the  House  that  Mr.  Bancker,  agree- 
ably to  order,  has  procured  the  one  hundred  dollars  in 
specie  for  General  McDoLi£rall. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bancker  transmit  the  same  by  ex- 
press to  General  McDougall. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  further  consideration  of  the 
temporary  form  of  government,  and  elected  the  following 
persons  judges  of  the  inferior  court  for  Albany  county,  viz  : 
Volkert  P.  Oouw,  first  judge  ;  Jacob  C.  Ten  Eyck,  Abra- 
ham Ten  Broeck,  Henry  Bleecker,  Walter  Livingston, 
John  H.  Ten  Eyck,  quorum. 

Mr.  Abraliam  Yates  produced  a  paper  of  the  committee 
of  Albany,  dated  14th  June,  1776,  signed  by  Abm.  Yates, 
Junr.  chairman,  and  attested  by  Matthew  Visscher,  secy, 
recommending  Henry  I.  Wendell  for  sheriff,  and  Matthew 
Visscher  for  clerk  of  the  said  county. 

Debate  arose  thereon  as  to  the  propriety  of  reading  the 
same. 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  carried  for  the  reading 
it,  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  its  being  read.  .^gainst  it. 

New-York,  8      Westchester,   4 

Albany,   6         Ulster  divided. 

Saffolk,    4 

Charlotte,   2 

—20 

The  said  paper  was  accordingly  read. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a  sheriff 
for  Albany  county,  and  Mr.  Henry  I.  Wendell  was  unani- 
mously elected. 

Adjourned  till  afternoon. 

Monday  Afternoon,  May  5,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

P»ESE.NT— General  Ten  Broeclf,  President. 

Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Van  Zandt— A'cuvForA:. 

Mr.  Wm.  Harper — Tryon. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Abrm.  Yates — Albany. 

Jadge  Graham,  Mr.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Morris — Westchester. 

Colo.  Williams,  Major  Webster — Charlotte. 

Mr.  MiUer,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Smith— Su/o/fe. 

Mr.  Clarke — Orange. 

Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Tappen— C'/s<cr. 

Mr.  6.  Livingston — Dutchess. 

A  petition  (in  Dutch,)  from  Isaac  Low,  confined  in  the 
jail  of  this  place,  praying  to  be  released,  was  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic. 

A  letter  from  Messrs.  Piatt,  Cantine  and  Robt.  R.  Li- 
vingston, the  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  Rhinebeck 
and  the  manor  of  Livingston,  to  quell  an  insurrection  in 
those  places,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  General  Scott  draft  an  answer  to  the  said 
letter  and  report  the  same. 

Lieutenant-Colo.  Elmendorph,  according  to  the  order  of 
this  morning,  attended,  and  was  asked  several  questions  ; 
he  produced  a  list  of  the  delinquents  of  Colonel  Snyder's 
regiment,  as  the  same  was  transmitted  by  Colonel  Snyder 
to  him,  in  which  list  the  nsme  of  Charles  Dc  Witt  was 
mentioned  as  one.  Colo.  Elmendorph  produced  to  the 
House  Colo.  Snyder's  orders  for  appreiicnding  the  said  de- 
linquents. Capt.  Hardenberg  being  called  up,  was  asked 
whether  Charles  De  Witt's  name  was  in  the  list  of  the  de- 
linquents of  liis  company,  which  was  by  him  transmitted 
to  Colo.  Snyder ;  he  answered  "  No,"  but  that  Colo.  De 


Witt's  negro  Peet  was  put  on  the  said  list.  Lieutenant- 
Colo.  Elmendorph  and  Capt.  Hardenberg  were  dismissed 
till  further  order. 

Resolved,  That  General  (icorce  Clinton  be  requested 
to  direct  Colonel  Johannes  Snyder  to  aitend  tins  House 
without  delay,  to  answer  for  a  breach  of  privilcirc  otfered 
to  Charles  I)e  Witt,  Esquire,  a  member  of  this  llo'isc. 

General  Scott,  according  to  order,  rcporloJ  ihc  draft  of 
a  letter  to  the  committee  sent  to  Rhinebeck  and  manor  of 
Livingston,  which  was  read  and  approved,  aiiJ  is  m  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Gentlemen — The  Convention  have  considered  vour 
letter  by  express,  and  are  sorry  lo  observe,  that  iIkjii"!!  the 
harvest  will  be  large,  the  laborers  are  few  ;  a  pan  ot  three 
companies  are  gone  over  lo  you  from  this  place;  you  will, 
by  having  recourse  to  the  resolve  which  empowered  vou 
to  act,  see  that  the  militia  at  large  are  subjected  w  vour 
command;  at  the  same  time  the  Convention  are  well  "con- 
vinced that  no  more  men  than  are  already  gone,  can  be 
spared  from  this  quarter,  and  are  tlicrefore  of  opinion  that 
if  you  want  more  assistance  than  you  can  obtain  without 
weakening  this  part  of  the  country,  you  should  apply  for 
tlie  aid  of  the  Connecticut  militia,  who,  they  have  reason 
to  believe,  will  gladly  embrace  the  opportunity  of  strength- 
ening your  hands.  As  to  the  canoes  whicii  you  suppose 
are  made  use  of  by  the  disaffected  on  this  side  of  the  river 
to  pass  over  and  increase  the  number  of  our  internal  ene- 
mies on  the  other  side,  the  Convention  are  well  informed 
that  they  are  so  much  more  within  your  than  their  reach, 
that  they  recommend  it  to  you  to  secure  them  without 
delay." 

"  We  are,  &c." 
A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  dated  yesterday, 
on  the  subjects  of  plots  and  insurrections  in  Albany  county, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Hezekiah  Middlebrooks, 
chairman  of  Ballston  committee,  dated  the  2nd  instant,  and 
directed  to  the  committee  of  Saratoga,  also  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  John  Younglove  and  George  Palmer,  dated  the 
.3rd  instant,  and  directed  to  the  committee  of  Albany;  also, 
a  copy  of  a  deposition  dated  the  3rd  instant,  and  taken 
before  George  Palmer,  the  whole  of  them  on  the  subject 
of  plots  and  insurrections,  were  respectively  read.  There- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  counties  of  Albany, 
Tryon,  Charlotte,  Cumberland,  Gloucester,  Ulster  and 
Orange,  be  requested  and  empowered  to  take  the  most 
effectual  measures  to  p.'-event,  suppress  and  quell  all  insur- 
rections, revolts  and  disaffection  within  their  respective 
counties,  that  they  be  empowered  to  call  out  the  militia  of 
their  respective  counties,  and  that  they  cause  all  such  trai- 
torous inhabitants  of  this  State  as  shall  be  found  in  arms 
against  the  authority  of  the  same,  to  be  destroyed  or  other- 
wise effectually  secured. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  defray  the  e.xpense 
of  executing  the  above  resolution. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  tem- 
porary form  of  covernment,  and  appointed  Melancton 
Smith  sheriff  of  Dutchess  county,  John  Thomas,  Jr.  she- 
riff of  Westchester  county,  and  Egbert  Dnmont  sheriff  of 
Ulster  county. 

Mr.  Harper  being  the  only  member  from  Tryon  county 
to  nominate  a  person  as  sheriff  for  said  county:  Where- 
upon the  House,  by  counties,  elected  .\nlhony  Van  Vegh- 
ten,  sheriff  of  Tryon  county  ;  Jesse  Woodhull,  sheriff  of 
Orange  county ;  Edward  Savase,  sheriff  of  Charlotte 
county ;  Paul  Spooner,  sheriff  of  Cumberland  county. 


TUESDAY  MORNING, 

Mat/  6,  1777.  . 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Genl.  Ten  Brotck,  Presiilent. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Bancker.  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr. 
Dunscomb,  Genl.  Scolt—A'ciiv Korfe. 
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Col.  Williaras,  Major  Websler—Charlotte. 

Geal.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates— Mbany. 

Mr.  G-  Livingston — Dulckcss. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Morris— Jre»/cAcs/er. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  .Miller— i'u/o/A. 
Mr.  Clarke— Oranff. 

Colo.  De  Wilt,  Major  Tappen,  Major  I'arks— Ulster. 
Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 

A  petition  of  Messrs.  Cummincr,  Cruikshanks,  Munro, 
and  Thurman,  confined  in  Kingston  jail,  complaining  of 
severe  treatment  of  the  KiniXbton  coininitlee,  was  read,  and 
committed  to  Mr.  Wm.  Snmh  and  .Mr.  Robert  Harper. 

An  extract  from  the  minutes  of  a  meeting  of  the  free- 
holders of  the  town  of  Bratlleborough,  iioldcii  on  the  C2d 
day  of  April,  1777,  declaring  their  allegiance  to  this  Slate, 
and  appointing  Israel  Smith,  Esquire,  an  agent  to  come  to 
Convention,  was  read.  Their  instructions  to  tiie  said  agent 
were  likewise  read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Morns  and  Mr. 
Stevens. 

Mr.  Morris  gave  notice  that  he  will,  to-morrow  morning, 
move  for  a  resolution  to  abolish  all  quit  rents  in  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  and  lield  otHcers  of  the 
county  of  Westchester  be  empowered  to  raise  as  many 
men  as  they  can  for  the  defence  of  the  said  county,  and 
that  this  Convention  will  defray  the  expense  thereof. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  auilit  the  ac- 
count of  Theodorus  Brett,  for  his  services  and  billeting,  as 
an  officer  employed  by  the  late  committee  for  detecting 
and  defeating  all  conspiracies,  &c.  reported  that  there  a[)- 

?!ars  to  be  due  to  Capt.  Brett  the  sum  of  £69  9s.  \0d. 
hereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  do  pay  unto 
Captain  Theodorus  Brett  the  sum  of  sixty-nine  pounds  nine 
shillings  and  ten  pence,  in  full  for  tlie  balance  of  his  ac- 
count for  his  services,  &c.  by  order  of  the  late  committee, 
for  defeating  all  conspiracies,  &c.  and  take  his  receipt  for 
the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  tem- 
porary plan  of  government. 

Nathaniel  Merrill  appointed  sheriff  of  Gloucester. 

Voted  that  Ephraim  Payne  be  1st  Judge  of  Dutchess 
county. 

Zephaniah  Piatt  and  Anthony  Hoffman,  two  other  judges 
for  the  same  county. 

Voted  that  Lewis  Morris  be  1st  judge  of  Westchester 
county. 

Stephen  Ward,  Joseph  Strang  and  Joseph  Drake,  three 
other  judges  for  the  same  county. 

Voted  that  Levi  Pawling  be  Ist  judge  of  Ulster  county. 
Dirck  Wynkoop  one  other  judge  for  the  same  county. 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  May  6,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pbesent — Genl.  Ten  Broeck.  President. 

Major  Van  Zandt,  .\lr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Beckman,  .^[r.  Roosevelt,  Mr. 
Harper,  Genl.  Scou — New- York. 
Major  Lawrence — Queens. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort — Mbany. 
Mr.  G.  Livingston— i3i;(fAcs*. 
Mr.  Harper — Tryon. 

Colo.  De  Witt,  Major  Parks,  Major  Tappen — Ulster. 
Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  I  reclwell— .M//o//t. 
Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Tompkim  —  l^'estchester. 
Colo.  Williams,  Major  WebsiKt— Charlotte. 
Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Wisner— Orange 

A  letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  President, 
&c.  dated  April  29,  enclosing  extracts  of  a  letter  from  Ge- 
neral Gales  to  General  Washington,  dated  Albany,  April 
19,  1777,  relative  to  the  state  of  the  northern  department; 
also  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  2'2d  of  Apiil,  recom- 
mending to  the  several  Stales  the  ordering  their  statute  laws, 
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together  with  such  discoveries  and  improvements  as  they 
have  made  in  the  art  of  war. 

Also,  several  resolutions  relative  to  reinforcing  Ticonde- 
roga,  and  a  resolution  of  April  30ili,  directing  the  remov- 
ing of  all  the  grain  from  the  banks  of  Hudson  river,  were 
respectively  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  committed  to  General  Scott,  Mr. 
Morris  and  Mr.  Jay. 

Resolved,  That  in  answer  to  so  much  of  the  said  resolu- 
tions of  the  Honourable  the  Congress,  of  April  22iid,  as 
relates  to  our  discoveries  in  the  art  of  war,  the  several  late 
resolutions  of  this  Convention  for  quelling  the  disatlccted 
within  this  State  be  transmitted  to  our  Delegates,  touether 
wiih  this  resolution  :  that  the  said  Delegates  be  recjuested 
to  recommend  the  same  to  the  other  American  States,  as 
the  most  effectual  mode  of  succeeding  in  this  just  and  ne- 
cessary war. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention  that 
the  abandoning  that  part  of  the  works  of  Ticonderoga  which 
lies  on  the  west  side  of  Lake  Champlain,  will  be  produc- 
tive of  great  evils  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolve  be  transmitted  to 
General  Gates. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Colonel  James  Hammon  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds 
on  account,  towards  the  payment  of  such  of  the  iiiiiiiia  of 
tliis  State  as  were  in  service  under  his  command  ;  and  that 
Colonel  Hammon  account  for  the  expenditure  of  the  same 
with  the  Auditor-General  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Abra- 
ham Whitaker  the  sum  of  three  pounds,  for  riding  e.xpress 
to  Claverack. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  account  of 
Charles  Giles,  for  victualing  the  disaffected  persons  con- 
fined in  the  jail  at  Kingston,  reported  that  there  appears  to 
be  due  to  Mr.  Giles  the  sum  of  £"141  12s.  Od.  Therefore, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  pay  unto 
Charles  Giles  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty-one  pounds 
twelve  shillings,  in  full  for  his  account  of  victualing  the  dis- 
affected persons  confined  in  the  jail  of  Kingston,  agreeably 
to  his  account  of  the  first  instant. 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  Sylvester  Salisbury,  and  the  offi- 
cers under  his  command,  be  at  liberty  to  enlist  out  of  the 
militia  of  foot  in  Ulster  county,  as  many  volunteers  as  will 
complete  his  company  to  the  number  of  sixty  privates. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  issue  to  John  Roe,  as  cor- 
net, and  Abm.  Van  Gaasbeek,  Ist  quarter-master  of  the 
said  company. 

Whereas  this  Convention  having  information  that  the 
fleets  and  armies  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  did  design 
10  make  an  immediate  incursion  into  the  southern  parts  of 
this  Slate,  did,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  last,  re- 
solve as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Resolved,  That  Brigr.  General  George  Clinton  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  either  on  the  requi- 
sition of  His  Excellency  General  Washington  or  at  his  own 
discretion,  to  call  into  actual  service  all  or  any  part  or  pro- 
portion of  the  militia,  as  well  horse  as  foot,  of  the  counties 
of  Westchester,  Dutchess,  Ulster  and  Orange,  or  either  of 
them,  and  that  he  station  the  said  militia  in  such  manner  as 
may  be  most  proper  for  the  securing  the  posts  and  passes 
in  the  Highlands,  and  frustrating  the  attempts  of  the  ene- 
my to  make  incursions  into  this  Slate,  and  that  they  be  dis- 
charged as  soon  as  the  arrival  of  a  sufficient  number  of 
Continental  troops,  or  other  contingency,  shall  render  their 
continuance  in  the  field  unnecessary." 

And  whereas  sundry  of  the  exempts  within  the  said 
counties  have  been  ordered  out  by  virtue  of  the  said  reso- 
lution, as  in  case  of  actual  invasion,  and  divers  complaints 
have  been  thereof  made  :  And  whereas,  although  the  ene- 
my should  not  make  such  immediate  invasion  as  aforesaid, 
It  is  nevertheless  just  and  right  that  the  said  exempts  should 
contribute  towards  the  defence  of  this  State, 


tiU.Ui:'.'} 
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Unolvcd,  That  each  of  ihc  said  excmpu  wlio  ihall  not 
be  tic^irou'  of  continuing  in  ihe  wjrricc  durinK  tlic  time  for 
wliuh  •  P*'^  inililia  of  the  eaid  roiinliu«  have  been 

ordfrci  outa»  aforcnaid,  upon  payment  of  llic  »ijn)  of  cij;l)t 
«Jullar»,  Ix;  di«»ch«rged  by  ttic  coioiicl  of  the  rcjjimcoi  of 


to  profio»e  for  promotins;  thi»  salutary  end,  will  be  tecortd. 
cd  \>y  \\mt  11111(0*1  excriion*, 

"  1  a/ii  dirfictoJ  by  O'onvcniion,  to  inform  vwi,  that  your 
treatment  of  fSammon*  ricedx  no  apoloi/y.  Tiiey  are  JuHy 
wngible  of  yoor  aiiaciimcnt  to  ibc  public  can*'!,  and  of 


df«fi»  'o  which  ificy  do  belong,  and  that  all  ibe  money*  leo  ■  your  ju»t  %f:u%i;  of  what  ix  due  (o  the  «ijpreinc  auiliority  of 
paid  »hall  be  equally  divided  among  the  isoldier*  of  the  naid  I  the  buiti;,  that  they  arc  incaf/able  of  puuina  ;»)i»con«truc- 


mililia  now  in  vcrvice  uoder  the  command  of  the  >aid  Gcnl 
George  Clinton. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Mayl,  MTl. 
The  Convention  met  panroant  to  adjounittmt. 
P»uenT— r;<r&er»l  Tto  Broeek,  PrtMent. 

Mr  J«y,  Mr.  Btne^'-r,  Mr.  ICnotwth,  \lr  Ifarp<-r,  Mr.  f>ao«c«n>b, 
Xai'M'  Vao  Zsodt,  Colo.  ijra»b*rr,  >lr.  Beckxuaa — /fifjc-Yurk. 
Mt.Vtuurt,Mr.  CUrke — 0/«nif«. 

Ccal  Tea  Broetk,  Mr.  At/m.  Vat**,  Mr.  GBn»«v<«fflt— .^/4a»y. 

Xr.  G.  Livin^tfm — Dutthttt. 

Cal«  William*,  Msjor  Webfler— CAartoM*. 

Major  Tapp^,  Major  ParVf,  Colo-  D«  Wiu— Wrt<r. 

Mr.  8«nitti,Mr.  Tre<l»*U,  Mr.  Miller— .'^«ifc-/fc. 

J«4(e  Graham,  Mr.  Totapkia»,  Mr.  Mom* — Wtilchttltr. 

Hit.  tttfea* — Cumberland. 

Mr.  H«/p«r— rJ-jron. 

Major  Lawreoce— ^i««n4. 

Mr.  yLoxm,  agreeable  to  notice  given,  dtYtrered  in  a  re- 
folutkm  by  him  drawn  op,  for  rerniuina;  all  quit  rents  due, 
and  forever  abolUhing  all  quit  rents  vfitfiin  thin  Htale.  Tfie 
same  was  read  and  taken  into  consideratin.  After  long  de- 
bates. 


lions  on  your  conduct :  but  as  he  }>,>.%  been  y.wUmvd  by 
the  Convention,  it  i%  ilieir  opinion  that  he  ouyht  to  be  dis- 
charged, affjr  you  i-.liall  have  obtained  from  him  »ucb  in- 
formation as  you  ithall  deem  sufficient. 

"The  Convemion  obs'.-rvc  from  your  list,  iliat  tw/'oty 
of  those  villainn  are  stilt  lurking  about  the  fjAmirv  i  if 
they  could  be  appreheo'J'jd,  toryium  Utt'2':\\  \!>-  i-mi 

up  by  the  root*  in  l^l',t/;r  coui<vy.  We  can  nt>i^i)rt  you 
that  vigorous  meaKu/en  are  in  ;i/;',ual  execution  f'/r  ari*wcr- 
ing  the  saloi^ry  f,nr',',r.<;  on  lie;  other  side  of  the  river. 
fJoncerning  .Mr.  C<M':ii,  the  Convention  do  ixA  coiiisidcr 
him  a*  a  person  guilty  of  any  punishable  crime  since  iii» 
f>ermi»sion  /roin  the  <;<juim\*M<)i\iin  for  conspiracios  to  re- 
turn home  ;  but  ihej  coiiceive  that  his  advice  t/>  the  ene- 
my's ofiicir  ari/J  his  atUiodants  about  the  means  of  their 
escape,  has  rciieratA'J  the  evidence  of  his  disaffection.  In 
consequence  of  which,  and  preserve  his  life  agaiout  po- 
pular resentment,  they  have  thought  proper  to  confine  bun 
in  jail ;  to  this  act  of  severity  they  were  le<J,  not  only  from 
8  regard  to  hi*  pcrsr>nal  safety,  but  frorn  a  full  conviction 
that  had  lie  been  left  at  home,  he  could  have  done  more 
mischief  U)  the  common  cause  tlian  if  he  lja4  been  with 
General  Howe. 

"  Whatever  may  be  the  grounds  of  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Cooper's  apprehensions,  the  Coovention  hope  they 


^  J     J  n»L  .  -L          u           ...  J .  w  'v  J    11  imaginary  ;  it  is  irnpossib  e  for  us  to  reinforce  hira. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  committed  to  Mr.  Trcdwcll,  .„,„       „,  j,               .,  i?,    .i  ' 

,       J  ^    ,  sj                                             '  "®  SHCiecl  to  your  command  ;  in  re»r.»cct  'o  hirri,  the 

Mr.  Jay  aad  Genl.  ficott,                                          '  -  - '  -  ' 

Resolved,  Timi  Mclancton  Smith,  Esquire,  be  appoint- 
ed a  commissioner  (in  the  stead  of  Mr.  Jay,  whose  pre- 


'  Convention  is  r^nvinccd  you  or  your  brotiier  will  give  liim 
'  a  line  of  conduct. 


.,        -   J  -  _     f /•  -  "  Tlie  prisoners  under  sent>;rice  of  death  which  vou  sent 

sence     nece^^anly  required  in  Convention  )  for  exer;ating  p  J  Montgomery,  arc,  as  you  v.,!l  find  by  ti.e  reso- 

certain  resolutions  of  this  State,  jiassed  the  4tJ.  ".stant,  Con/cniion,  alrea^Jy  tran>;mitterj  u/you,  s^ir;- 

for  preventing  quelling  and  sub-JtJing  all  insurrectiops  in  a,  to  their  execution,  w  your  orders;  at  present, 

the  counties  of  Dutchess  and  Westchester.  \^  „^  extremely  burdensome  to  the  inhabilanls,  wlio 

,  t/r    ~  keep  a  coneideraJ^fc  ?uard  over  the  jail  tr>  prevent  a  rescue. 

Wed«esi,av  Am:E»rxv*,  A/«y  7,  1777.      We  detain  your  c;ffk;=r  ai/J  guard  here  unii)  we  snail  hear 
The  Conretrtton  n»et  porsoant  to  adjoamroent,  Uom  yoa  on  tliis  subject,  which  we  wish  may  U  as  etpe- 

Fmocxt— CcMraJTen  Bfoedt,  PrttUent.  dttiolU  as  possible. 

OeaL  Seotl,  Mr.  Jar,  Mr.  £oo««yeit,  Mr.  HarfW,  Mr.  I;«a«e«ak,  "  J  <V<^ 

Colo.Br-l»*r-iir«,.l^<fl-fc.  «  Bfigr.  Qeitf,  0«).  CuaTC*." 

Mr.  WiwMrr,  .Mr- ClarlM!  - 

GMlTen  Brwrck,  Mr,  Alma,  yaUrt.  Kr.  Oi'.vry'yjn—^Utinj/. 
Mr.  G.  T.tTioz'lon  -  i><((<A«((. 
Mr.  teiO,  Mr,  Trt-J  ireil,  Mr,  Miliar— »«/4./*. 
Jwlf/e  Crabaa,  Vr.  ToafHua*,  Mr.  Morri*—  iVe*Uijetter. 
Majar  Lawr<«ee — 
Mr  Mvf^—Ttyoa. 

M«//r  7app«a,  Major  Park*,  Crfo  X)e  Wixi^OT*<«r. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Brigadier-Genera)  George  Ginton, 
relative  to  the  prisoners  sent  from  fon  Mwitg<«nery,  artd 
under  sentence  of  death,  was  read  and  apfvoved,  and  is  in 
the  srords  foUowing,  to  wtt : 


THURSDAY  .MORNING 


,  1777. 

The  Convention  met  pnrsiiant  f>  adjoijrr,nri';/-t, 
PauevT — Briij  Gent  Tea  Bro*t1f,  PrniA^nt. 

Mr,  ifc««i*T  r>.,l/,,  y,f4!i.\frr,  Mr.  fV/'/t^Hi;  Mr  Ja/,  .'>Jr,  I/uea. 
ombS,  Mr,  llisrfHir,  '.A^y  f  Van  'Atvi^^fifv^'/ofk. 
Hit'fjr  'ii-^'^i,  yinyn  f^rk'* — f/'Ultr. 

O**)  T"!-;!  S'.iiifMC,  'At.  CyiMVzi'yitX.'.Af.K^iia.  VaVrt — .llh'iiiy. 
iAr.  Htr^ — Tr';'/fi. 
Ur.  hOrr'm—  'Ju/atirrUirui, 
Mr.  Wtifur,  Mr.  d»rli-. — Oranife. 
Ur.  JiciJla,  Mr.  .'Aiifrr,  Mr.  'I  r-AtKr::, — ;;vjj>,lti. 
iiiAv*.  '>r»iiaBj,  Mr.  Mijrtn,  Mr.  Toripkort—  H'tUrlMter. 
'V\vt  ejfMuwXfA:  Xt>  vikujxu  was  referre<'  the  ref/'/rt  of  trie 
committee  aof>'/inte<(  t/^  rwfer  with  Aorabam  l/'/Vt,  £»- 
quire,  late  'J  reatorer  '/  tl/e  fyolony  of  New-i'ork,  Oeiiver- 
ed  in  their  ref^'/rt,  wtjicfi  wa,>,  real  arW  agreed  to. 

R^.tolv.d,  Tha»  ,Mr.  f'o'*ert  R.  //ivir/g»i//fi  'ye  excuse4 
to  ^>e  of  the  most  ^  his  further  attendance  wi  iiie  c/f«fr<iUc;ar»f<oiote<>  for  quef- 
The  Conye»li<»)  I  li/ig  the  inaurrectiorm  in  the  mar^or  of  Jyivirg.^t/.Ai  ar**!  Khine- 
•re  folly  corrvinced  that  you  will  do  every  ihing  ia  your  j  beck  prccificu,  a/td  li-iat  Mr.  Canii^e  affj  .Mr.  Zes/ii,  FJau, 
power  to  sccnre  the  disperted  remains  of^  Rosa  i  partr  ;  |  or  eittier  of  tfiern,  be  and  are  heret/y  emrx/wer'y)  exe- 
Md  are  extremely  disposed  to  crW>perafe  with  vou  for  that '  cn(.e  Ute  lAisiness  to  whicii  the  saiil  comtBttte':  a.'e  a;>- 
pvrpose.  Every  expedient  which  you  loay  tbink  proper '  pointed. 


"Of  Ae Stele «<  5«ir.york,  at  , 
"  Kbifttoit,  ifwt  7, 1777.  ) 
•*  8» — a«»  charged  by  Convention,  to  thank  yoo  for 
yoor  aUeotion  to  the  pblic  safely,  and  to  acknowledge 
the  delivery  of  the  traitors  sent  to  as  under  command  of 
one  o(  yonx  c46cen.  The  Coorention  arc  entirely  in  opi- 
mon  iriih  yoo,  that  too  nwicb  pains  canmn  be  uken  Uj 
prevent  tlic  exectilkm  of  the  6t*y,int  of  our  internal  ene- 
mies, whose  characters  tJiey  conceive 
dangerous  and  malignant  coniplexivf) 


3'i' 
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.n-v      J;  .Til. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  be  informed  llmt 
hisatlendance  alConveniion  is  requested  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  application  of  Arlliur  Connelly,  the  followinc;  letter 
to  General  McDougnll  was  read  and  agreed  to,  to  wit : 

"Sir — It  lias  been  sugaeNied  to  Convention,  the  prin- 
cipal witness  against  Joiui  Williams  bears  an  infamous 
character,  and  tlial  it  is  prolvible  Ins  testimony  may  merit 
litlle  credit,  his  friends  otfcring  to  prove  to  you  t'lc  pri- 
soner's innocence,  if  time  be  given  them.  The  Conven- 
tion have  determined  to  reprieve  him  for  ten  days  from  this 
day,  and  request  the  favour  of  your  opinion  respecting  the 
disposition  of  him  after  that  time,  in  order  that  if,  on  lur- 
ther  inquiry,  he  should  be  thought  an  object  ot  pardon,  he 
may  receive  it ;  if  not,  that  he  may  suffer  the  punishment 
due  to  his  guilt." 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Major  Joseph  Strang  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds,  on 
account,  towards  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  such  of  the 
militia  of  Westchester,  under  his  command,  as  were  called 
out  to  service  in  January  last,  and  take  his  receipt,  to  ac- 
count with  the  Auditor-General  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  advance  to 
the  Honourable  Henry  Wisner,  Esq.  the  sum  of  si.x  hun- 
dred pounds,  on  account  of  saltpetre  by  him  purchased  in 
this  State,  by  order  of  Convention,  and  take  liis  receipt  to 
account  for  the  same. 


Die  Jovis,  P.  M.  May  8,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Genl.  Scolt,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Beekman,  Colo.  Brasher,  Mr.  Jay, 
Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscomb — New-Yorlt. 
Mr.  Lawrence — Queens. 
Major  Tappen,  Major  Parks — Vhler. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Bleecker,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates— 
Albany. 
Mr.  G.  Livingston— DiifcAes*. 
Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkirk— Tryon. 
Mr.  Jos.  Smith,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Clarke— Oranjc. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Trodwell— Si//o/fc. 
Mr.  Tompkins,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  -Morris — XVestchttter. 
Mr.  Stevens — CumberLavd. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  John  Broome,  dated  the  5th  in- 
stant, relative  to  the  vessel  of  war,  the  Montgomery,  was 
received  and  read,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Hart/ord,  May  5,  1777. 

"  Sir — Capt.  William  Rogers,  in  the  privateer  sloop 
Montgomery,  belonging  to  our  iSiate,'arnved  at  New-Haven 
last  week,  and  as  I  esteem  that  harbour  at  present  a  very 
unsafe  one,  I  have  ordered  her  round  into  Connecticut 
river,  as  high  as  Middletown. 

"Capl.  Rogers,  on  his  passage  from  Baltimore,  took  a 

Erize  schooner  laden  with  tobacco,  bound  to  New-York, 
ut  was  unluckily  retaken  by  a  man  of  war  near  Fisher's 
Island. 

"  The  officer  and  four  men  of  wars  men  which  navigated 
the  schooner,  are  brought  in  prisoners.  I  think  it  will  be 
be  best  to  fit  out  the  Monigoinery  immediately,  if  provi- 
sions and  other  necessaries  can  be  obtained  ;  but  the  cap- 
tain and  men  decline  going  until  the  former  cruizes  are 
settled.  Capt.  Rogers  tells  me  he  enijaged  in  our  service 
on  the  terms  allowed  by  Congress,  which  at  present  I  think 
is  half  the  prizes,  besides  wages,  hiiould  be  glad  to  know 
if  the  Convention  understand  tlic  agreement  in  that  lit;ht. 
I  have  not  as  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  procuring  Capt. 
Rogers'  accounts,  therefore  don't  know  how  nnith  is  due 
to  him  and  the  men.  The  privateer,  I  am  informed,  is 
considerably  in  debt  for  moneys  adv.inced  by  order  of  her 
former  a^ent,  Mr.  Hallet,  towards  titling  her  out  the  last 
'  cruise  at°New-Haven.  If  Mr.  Francis  Lewis  is  returned 
to  Convention,  it  will  be  necessary  to  send  me  a  sutliciency 
of  her  prize  money  to  settle  the  accounts  and  refit  her  ; 
but  in  case  he  is  not  with  you,  I  desire  Convention  will, 
without  loss  of  time,  order  him  to  remit  me  a  sulBcicncy 


for  that  purpose.  I  am  the  more  urgent  because  there  will 
he  no  chance  of  getting  her  out  before  the  accounts  are 
closed.  Capt.  Rogers  tells  me  his  prize  sold  at  Baltimore 
rising  £11,000  that  currency,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  7s. 
6d.  per  dollar.  I  imagine  £7,000  is  not  more  than  will  be 
necessary  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  should  yoa 
direct  nie  to  allow  lialt  the  prize  money  exclusive  of  wniies. 
The  captain  tells  me  he  received  at  Baltimore,  from  .Mr. 
Lewis,  about  £700.  I  have  just  removed  my  fuinlv  from 
the  sea  shore  to  this  place,  and  allotted  to  have  set  mit  for 
Convention  last  week,  but  the  landing  of  the  enemy  al 
Compoo  and  the  arrival  of  Rogers  prevented. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  and 

"  Convention's  humble  servt. 

"JAS.  BKOOME. 
"  N.  B.  If  the  salt  brig  is  conilemned  and  sold,  Mr. 
Lewis  must  send  me  of  her  proceeds  in  nearly  the  same 
proportion  with  that  of  the  other  prize." 

Ordered,  That  it  be  committed  to  Mr.  Morris.  i 
A  letter  from  Major  Ledyard,  dated  the  7th  instant,  pray- 
ing to  be  placed  in  some  other  regiment,  was  read,  as  foU 
lows  : 

"  Mav  it  please  your  Honours — It  gives  me  the 
greatest  pain  that  I  am  now  under  the  disagreealiie  neces- 
sity of  troubling  your  Honourable  Body  ;  but  I  hope  for 
pardon,  when  I  assure  you  it  is  with  a  sincere  view  to  the 
good  of  the  service.    I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  honour 
done  me  by  my  late  appointment  to  a  majority  in  one  of 
your  regiments,  and  wish  to  acquit  myself  worthy  the  con- 
fidence you  were  pleased  to  repose  in  me,  which  I  hope 
you  will  leave  in  my  power  by  granting  my  request.  I 
have  been  exceedingly  ill  treated  by  my  colonel,  Henry  B. 
Livingston,  Esq.  for  this  some  time  past ;  twice  arrested  bv 
hira,  and  with  much  difficulty  I  have  been  able  finally  to 
get  a  trial ;  but  then,  in  the  most  unprecedented  manner, 
I  was  obliged  to  submit  to  his  bringing  acainst  me  all  that 
he  could  make  up  from  the  time  of  my  entering  the  regi- 
ment to  the  2nd  inst.  when  my  last  arrest  was  dated,  or  be 
put  off  perhaps  again  without  satisfaction.    I  therefore 
agreed  to  it,  and  the  sentence  of  the  court  martial  was  (as 
in  yesterday's  general  orders)  '  that  the  charges  are  ground- 
less, and  do  therefore  acquit  iiim  with  honour.'    It  is  not 
possible  for  me  to  serve  in  the  regiment  under  his  com- 
mand, and  do  justice  to  it  and  my  country  ;  cheerfulness, 
unanimity  and  pleasure  are  wanting.    I  therefore  beg  your 
Honours  will  be  pleased  to  remove  me  to  the  2nd  regiment 
of  this  State,  commanded  by  Col.  Van  Cortlandt.    I  wiish 
not  to  leave  the  service,  but  if  this  remove  is  thought  m- 
convenient  or  improper,  and  1  can  serve  in  no  other  way 
than  in  the  regiment  he  commands,  I  must  beg,  if  it  is  still 
in  your  power,  you  will  grant  me  leave  to  resign  my  com- 
mission. 

'*  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

"  With  the  greatest  respect, 

"  Your  Honours  most  obt.  servt. 

"  BENJ.  LEDYA??D, 
"Major  AthN.  i  .  Rear. 

"  Peekskilt,  May  7,  1777." 


Ordered,  That  it  be  committed  to  Mr.  Morris. 

A  draft  of  an  answer  to  Major  Ledyard's  letter,  was  read 
and  approved  of,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — Yours  of  the  7lh  instant  hath  been  received  and 
laid  before  the  Convention.  It  gives  them  great  concern 
to  receive  any  complaints  grounded  upon  the  want  of  una- 
nimity among  the  officers  of  this  Slate,  and  they  are  un- 
happy that  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  remove  the  uneasi- 
ness which  has  arisen  upon  this  occasion.  But  as  the 
whole  of  this  business  is  completed,  it  is  now  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Convention,  nor  can  they  with  propriety  in- 
terfere. An  excliange,  by  consent,  may  doubtless  be  ob- 
tained with  leave  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  to  whom 
alone  application  can,  with  propriety,  be  made  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  am,  &c. 
"  Major  Benj.  Leotabd." 


:     1  vn 
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Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Jona.  Law- 
rence and  Peter  P.  Van  Zandt,  the  comiiiitlee  appointed 
to  provide  vessels  for  the  reception  of  sucii  disaffected  per- 
jons  as  may  be  sent  on  board  to  be  confined,  be  empower- 
ed to  appoint  a  commissary  to  provide  provisions  and  oilier 
necessaries  for  the  said  prisoners. 

Mr.  Morris  read  a  paragraph  of  a  letter  from  General 
McDougall  to  him,  wherein  the  General  recommends  to 
this  Convention  as  an  object  of  mercy  and  pardon,  Anthony 
Hill,  who  was,  on  a  charge  of  holding  a  treacherous  cor- 
respondence with  the  enemy  and  of  being  employed  by 
them  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  men  into  their  service,  by 
a  general  court  martial  held  at  Peekskill  on  the  13lh  and 
18th  days  of  April  last  past,  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to 
be  hanged  by  the  neck  till  he  be  dead,  which  said  sentence 
was  by  this  Convention  approved  and  confirmed. 

The  same  being  taken  mio  consideration, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  do  issue  a  pardon  to  the 
said  Anthony  Hill,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  this 
Convention,  of  the  crimes  whereof  he  is  convicted  as 
aforesaid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  several  pay 
and  subsistence  rolls  of  the  companies  of  rangers  raised  in 
the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  Gloucester,  and  other  ac- 
counts of  the  said  rangers  as  transmitted  by  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  to  regulate  the  said  companies  of  rangers, 
reported  that  they  have  examined  the  same,  and  that  there 
appears  to  be  due  to  the  said  commissioners  on  account  of 
the  said  rangers,  the  sum  of  13,430  dollars  and  3s.  6d.  to 
the  16lh  of  April,  1777,  including  an  account  of  Elkanah 
Day,  of  23^  dollars  by  him  advanced.  Tliereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto 
Jacob  Bayley,  James  Clay  and  John  Sessions,  Esquires, 
commissioners  appointed  to  regulate  and  pay  the  rangers 
raised  in  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  Gloucester  the 
sum  of  13,430  dollars  and  3s.  6d.  and  that  the  said  Trea- 
surer transmit  the  said  sum  by  Mr.  Wm.  Wallace,  who  is 
sent  by  the  said  commissioners  for  that  purpose,  and  take 
his  receipt  for  the  same. 

WnEUEAS  a  regard  to  the  sacred  cause  we  are  engaged 
in,  as  well  as  common  justice  and  humanity,  dictate  the 
propriety  of  adopting  some  mode  of  relief  lor  such  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  State,  as  have,  by  the  hand  of  tyranny 
and  injustice,  been  driven  from  their  habitations,  and  de- 
prived of  their  substance,  and  thereby  rendered  unable  to 
support  themselves  and  families  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  county  of  Westchester,  Zebediah 
Mills  and  iS'aihaniel  Hyat,  Esquires  ;  in  the  county  of 
Dutchess,  Ezra  Thompson  and  Frederick  Jay,  Esquires  ; 
in  the  county  of  Ulster,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker  and 
John  Slight,  Esquires ;  and  in  the  county  of  Orange,  John 
Brewster  and  Tennis  Cooper,  Esquires,  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  appointed  commissioners  to  lake  the  general 
superintendence  and  care  of  all  such  poor  as  aforesaid  cn 
each  of  the  respective  counties  for  which  they  are  appoint- 
ed, and  that  tiie  commissioners  of  any  two  or  more  coun- 
ties agreeing,  be  authorized  to  remove  said  poor  from  one 
or  either  of  such  couniics  into  another,  and  the  commis- 
sioners of  each  of  the  said  counties  to  remove  them  from 
one  district  to  another,  within  the  same  county,  for  the 
convenience  of  keeping  them  employed,  or  supplying  them 
with  necessaries,  and  with  such  other  things  as  ihev  shall 
judge  necessary  for  their  comfortable  subsistence,  from 
lime  to  time  ;  and  lo  keep  them  employed  at  such  business 
as  they  shall  be  able  to  perform,  and  as  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  judge  to  be  most  advantageous  to  the  said 
poor  and  the  public.  Provided  always,  That  no  such 
rfemoval,  or  residence,  shall  be  construed  to  gain  a  right  of 
settlement  to  any  of  such  poor  in  the  county  to  which  tiiey 
are,  or  shall  be  removed. 

Resolved,  That  ihe  commissioners  for  either,  or  any  of 
the  above  counties,  have  power  at  their  discretion  to  bind 
out  lo  trades,  or  other  occupations,  the  cliildrcn  of  such  of 
the  said  poor  as  were  objects  of  the  public  charity,  before 


they  were  driven  from  their  habitations  as  aforesaid  :  Pro- 
vided, That  no  male  among  such  children  be  bonnd  out 
for  any  longer  time  than  until  he  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years ;  nor  female,  than  until  she  shall  a'rrive 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  :  And  ihat  they  assist  such  persons 
who,  before  they  were  driven  from'  ihcir  habitations  as 
aforesaid,  were  not  indebted  to  ihe  public  charity,  but 
were  able  to  support  their  families  by  their  own  inciuis  and 
industry,  in  putting  out  iheir  children  to  such  places  and 
employments,  for  such  time  or  times,  as  the  said  parents 
shall  consent  to.  And  that  the  said  commispioncrs  do, 
from  lime  to  lime,  discharge  from  their  care,  and  w  uhiioid 
the  public  benevolence  from  such  persons  as,  m  ih.f 
ment  of  said  commissioners,  shall  be  able  to  support  ihcrn- 
selves  without  it. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  be  allowoi!  at, 
and  after  the  rate  of  ten  shillings  per  day  for  their  expense 
and  trouble  in  executing  the  aforegoing  resolutions,  while 
actually  employed  therein. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  poor,  in  each 
respective  county,  be  empowered  to  draw  upon  the  Trea- 
surer for  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds  for  each 
county,  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  said  commissioners 
respectively. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  tem- 
porary plan  of  government. 

On  the  last  reading  of  ihe  report,  Mr.  Van  Zandt  moved 
that  Mr.  Philip  Livingston  be  appointed  Senator,  in  ihe 
stead  of  Doctor  John  Jones,  on  account  of  Doctor  Jones's 
bad  slate  of  health. 

Mr.  Jay,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris,  moved  the  following 
amendment :  That  Mr.  Philip  Livingston's  name  be  insert- 
ed in  the  place  of  ]\Ir.  John  Van  Cortlandt. 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive, viz : 

For  the  affirmative. 

Ulster   4 

Orange,    3 

Westchester,   4 

Albany,    6 


For  the  negative. 

New.  York,   x 

Suffolk,    4 

12 


17 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Philip  Livingston  be  appointed  in 
the  stead  of  Mr.  John  Van  Cortlandt. 

The  plan  lor  organizing  government  being  finished,  was 
read  and  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

"  Whereas,  until  such  time  as  the  constitution  and  cro- 
vernment  of  this  Stale  shall  be  fully  organizeil,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  some  persons  be  vested  with  power  to  provide 
for  the  safely  of  the  same.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  John  Morin  Scott,  Robert  R.  Livings- 
ton, Christopher  Tappcn,  Abraham  Yates,  Junr.  Gnvcrncur 
Morris,  Zephaniah  Piatt,  John  Jay,  Charles  De  Witt,  Ro- 
bert Harper,  Jacob  Cnyler,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  Matthew  Caniine,  John  Sloss  Hobart  and  Jona- 
than Tompkins,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  appointed  a  Council  of  Safely,  and  invested 
wilh  all  the  powers  necessary  for  the  safely  and  preserva- 
tion of  the  State,  until  a  meeting  of  the  Legislature  :  Pro- 
vided, That  the  executive  powers  of  tlie  Stale  shall  be 
vested  in  the  Governor,  as  soon  as  he  shall  be  chosen  and 
admitted  inio  office  ;  previous  to  which  admission,  such 
(jovernor  shall  appear  before  the  said  Council,  and  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  ;  and  also  the  following  oath  of  olBce, 
lo  be  taken  by  the  Governors  and  Lieutenant-Governors  of 
this  State,  to  wit : 

"  '  1,  ,  by  the  suffrage  of  the  freeholders  of  the 

State  of  New- York,  according  to  the  laws  and  Constitution 
of  the  said  Stale,  elected  to  serve  the  good  people  thereof 
as  their  ,  tio  here  solemnly,  in  the  presence  of  that  Al- 
mighty and  C'f  rnal  God,  before  whom  I  shall  one  day  an- 
swer for  my  tonduci,  covenant  and  promise  to  and  with 
the  good  people  of  the  State  of  New- York,  lhat  I  will  in 
all  things,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability,  faith- 
fully perform  the  trust,  so  as  aforesaid  reposed  in  me,  by 
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execiuing  ilic  laws,  and  maintaininn;  the  peace,  freedom, 
honour  and  iiKlepuiKleiicc  ol'  ilio  said  Stale,  in  coriforiiiity  to 
the  powers  unto  iiie  delcLraled  by  llic  constilutioii  ;  and  I 
pray  God  so  to  preserve  and  help  nie,  wlien  in  iny  ex- 
Iremest  necessity  I  shall  invoke  His  iiuly  name,  as 'I  do 
keep  this  my  sacred  oath  and  declaration.' 

'*  And  where.vs  ilic  appointment  of  otliccrs  in  this  State, 
is  by  tiie  constitution  thereof  vested  in  tlie  Governor,  by 
and  vvilh  the  advice  and  consent  of  a  council  of  appoint- 
ment, which  doth  not,  and  cannot  exist,  until  alter  an  elec- 
tion of  Representatives  in  Senate  and  Assembly. 

"  And  whereas  many  of  the  said  olilcers  are  necessary, 
not  only  for  the  immediate  execution  of  the  laws  of  tins 
State,  and  the  distribution  of  justice,  but  also  for  ihe  hold- 
ing of  such  elections  as  aforesaid,  'i'liereforc, 

"Resolved,  That  the  following  ficrsons  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  appuinted  within  this  State,  by  authority  of  the 
same,  to  wit :  That  Robert  R.  Livingston  be  chancellor; 
John  Jay,  chief  justice;  Robert  Yates  and  John  Sloss  Ho- 
bart,  puisne  judges  ;  and  Egbert  Benson,  aliorncy-general 
of  this  State.  That  Volkert  P.  Douw  be  first  judr;e,  and 
Jacob  C.  Ten  Eyck,  Abraham  Ten  Broock,  Henry 
Bleecker,  Walter  Livingston,  and  John  H.  Ten  EvcU,  the 
other  judges  for  the  county  of  Albany  ;  and  that  Henry  I. 
Wendell  be  sheriff,  and  Leonard  Ganscvoort,  clerk  of  the 
said  county.  That  Ephraim  Paine  be  tirst  judge,  and 
Zephaniah  Piatt  and  Anthony  Hofl'man,  the  otiier  judges 
for  the  county  of  Dutchess  ;  and  that  Melancton  Smith  be 
sheriff  and  Henry  Livingston,  clerk  of  the  said  county. 
That  Lewis  Morris  be  first  judge  ;  Stephen  Ward,  Joseph 
Strang  and  Jno.  G.  Tompkins,  the  other  judges  for  the 
county  of  Westchester  ;  and  that  John  Thomas  be  sheriff 
and  John  Bartow,  clerk  of  the  said  county.  That  Levi 
Pawhng  be  first  judge,  and  Dirck  Wynkoop,  Junr.  the 
other  judge  for  the  county  of  Ulster ;  and  that  Egbert 
Dumond  be  sheriff,  and  George  Clinton,  clerk  of  the  said 
county.    That  be  first  judge,  and 

the  other  judges  of  the  county  of  Tryon  ;  and  that  Antho- 
ny Van  Veghten  be  sheriff,  and  clerk  of  the 
said  county.    That                be  first  judge,  and 

the  other  judges  of  the  county  of  Orange ;  and 
that  Jesse  Woodhnll  be  sheriff,  and  clerk  of 

the  said  county.  That  William  Ducr  be  first  judge,  John 
Williams  and  William  Marsh,  the  oilier  judges  for  l!ie 
county  of  Charlotte  ;  and  that  Edward  Savage  be  slieriff, 
and  Ebenezer  Clarke,  clerk  of  the  said  county.  That 

be  first  judge,  the  other  judges 

of  the  county  of  Cumberland  ;  and  lhat  Paid  Spooner  be 
sheriff,  and  clerk  of  the  said  county  ;  and  that 

be  the  first  judge  and  the 
other  judges  for  the  county  of  Gloucester  ;  an<i  that  Na- 
thaniel Merrill  be  sheriff,  and  clerk  of  the  said 
county.    And  further, 

"  Resolved,  That  each  and  every  of  the  persons  herein 
before  appointed  do,  before  the  Council  of  Safety  afore- 
said, or  such  persons  as  shall  be  by  them  appointed,  take 
and  subscribe  the  following  oaih  of  allegiance,  to  wit : 

"  '  I,  do  solemnly  swear  and  declare  in  ihe 

presence  of  the  Ahnighty  Goil,  that  [  will  bear  true  faith 
and  allegiance  to  the  State  of  New- York,  as  a  good  sub- 
ject of  the  said  Stale,  and  will  do  my  duly  as  such  a  sub- 
ject ought  to  do.' 

"  And  further,  Tliat  every  of  the  judicial  officers  above 
mentioned,  do  before  lie  take  upon  hini  the  exercise  of  his 
office,  make  the  following  oath,  in  manner  above  mentioned  : 
"  '  I,  do  solemnly  swe.ir  .ind  declare  in  liie 

presence  of  the  Almiahty  (.Jod,  that  I  will,  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledt^e  and  abilities,  execute  the  olllcc  of 
within  the  State  of  New-Vork.  according  lo  the  laws  and 
Constitution  of  the  said  State,  in  del'oncc  of  the  freedom 
and  independence  thereof,  anil  tor  the  maintenance  of 
liberty,  and  the  distribution  of  justice  amonj  llie  suhjecls 
of  the  said  Stale,  without  fear,  favour,  partiality,  affection 
or  hope  of  reward.' 
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"And  also,  that  every  of  the  sheriffs  herein  before 
named,  do,  before  he  exercise  his  said  office,  take  iii  like 
manner,  the  following  oath,  to  wit  : 

"  '  I,  slieritf  of  the  county  of  do  so- 

lemnly swear  and  declare  in  the  presence  of  .VImighty 
God,  lhat  I  will  in  all  things,  [o  the  l)est  of  my  knowledge 
and  ability,  do  my  duty  as  slieriff  of  the  said  cuunly,  ac- 
cording lo  the  laws  and  coiisuiiilion  of  this  Stale  uf  New- 
York,  for  liie  furtherance  of  justice,  and  in  support  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  ihe  said  State  and  of  the  suljjects 
thereof.' 

"  And  lhat  every  of  the  clerks  herein  before  named,  do 
in  like  manner,  take  the  following  oath,  to  wit : 

"  '  I,  clerk  of  do  solemnly  swear  and 

declare,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  I  will  justly 
and  honestly  keep  the  records  and  papers  by  virtue  uf  mv 
said  office  of  clerk  committed  unto  me,  and  in  all  other 
things,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  understandina, 
faithfully  perform  the  duly  of  my  said  ofhce  of  clerk,  with- 
out favour  or  partiality.' 

"  And  whereas  it  will  be  proper  lhat  all  officers  within 
this  State  be,  as  soon  as  possible,  appointed,  in  the  mode 
for  lhat  purpose  prescribed  by  the  constitution  ;  There- 
fore, 

"Resolved,  That  all  and  singular  the  officers  herein  be- 
fore appointed,  shall  respectively  hold  their  otliccs,  accord- 
ing lo  the  tenure  of  such  offices  respectively  specified  in 
the  said  constitution,  if  respectively  approved  of  by  ilie 
council  for  ihe  appointment  of  officers,  at  their  first  session  ; 
at  which  session,  such  of  the  said  officers  as  shall  be  ap- 
proved of  by  the  said  council,  as  aforesaid,  shall  receive 
iheir  commissions  in  proper  form  ;  It  is  neverlhcloss  pro- 
vided, lhat  every  of  the  persons  herein  before  named,  who 
held  the  like  office  with  that  so  as  aforesaid  conferred  upon 
him,  under  authority  derived  from  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, during  good  behaviour,  shall  continue  to  hold  the  said 
office,  so  long  as  he  shall  well  and  faithfully  perform  the 
duties  of  such  office. 

"  And  whereas  no  permanent  provision  could  with  pro- 
priety be  made  in  the  constitution  of  this  State  for  the 
mode  of  holding  elections  within  the  same,  such  provisions 
being  properly  within  the  power  of  the  Legislature,  and 
depending  from  lime  to  lime  upon  the  situation  and  circum- 
stances of  the  Slate  :  And  whereas  il  is  necessary  to  point 
out  some  mode  by  which  elections  for  a  Governor,  Lieute- 
nant-Governor, and  members  of  ihe  Legislature  may  be 
held  within  this  Stale  :  Therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  shcntits  of  the  several  counties 
herein  before  mentioned,  upon  public  notice  lor  that  pur- 
pose by  them  given,  at  least  ten  days  before  ilie  day  of 
election,  do  direct  lhat  elections  be  held  for  (lovernor,  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor and  Senators  in  each  county,  by  tiie  free- 
holders thereof,  qualified  as  is  by  the  constiiuiion  prescrib- 
ed, and  for  members  of  Assembly,  by  ihe  people  at  large, 
at  the  following  places,  lo  wit : 

"  In  the  county  of  Albany  :  At  the  Ciiy  ILiIl  in  the  city 
of  Albany;  at  the  house  of  William  While,  in  Schenec- 
tady ;  at  the  house  of  Georiie  Mann,  in  Schoharie  ;  at  the 
house  of  Lambert  Van  Valckeidmrgh,  at  Cocksackie  Flails ; 
at  the  house  of  Cornelius  Miller,  at  Claverack  ;  at  ihe 
house  of  Solomon  Demminir,  in  King's  district;  at  the 
house  of  Isaac  Becker,  in  Tamhanick  ;  and  at  the  house 
of  Abraham  Bloodgood,  at  Stillwater. 

"  In  the  county  of  Ulster  :  At  the  court  house  in  the  town 
of  Kingston  ;  at  the  house  of  Ann  Du  Bois,  in  New-Paliz; 
at  the  house  of  Sarah  Hill,  in  Hanover  precinct;  at  the 
iiouse  of  Martin  Wygant,  in  the  precinct  of  Newburgh. 

"  In  the  county  of  Orange  :  At  the  court  house  in  Go- 
shen ;  at  or  near  the  Presbyterian  cfiurch,  in  Warwick; 
at  the  house  of  John  Brewster,  in  the  precinct  of  Cornwall ; 
at  the  court  house  at  the  New-Cily,  in  the  precinct  of  Ka- 
kiai;  at  the  house  of  Paulus  Vandervoort,  in  Haverstraw ; 
and  at  the  house  of  Joseph  Maybee,  in  the  precinct  of 
Tappan. 
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„  county  of  Westchester  :  At  the  house  of  Elijah 

Hunter,  m  Bedford  ;  and  at  tlic  house  of  Captain  Abraham 
Tliifl.  in  the  manor  of  Cortlandt. 

,.  In  ihe  county  of  Dutchess  :  At  die  house  of  ilie  widow 
of  Simon  Weslfali,  deceased,  in  Rhinebeck  precinct ;  at 
ihe  house  of  John  Sloutenburgh,  in  CharloUe  precinct ;  at 
the  house  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Dennis,  in  Beckman's  pre- 
cinct; at  or  near  New-Hackensack  church,  in  Rumbout 
precinct ;  and  at  Jlatlhew  Patterson's,  in  Fredericksburgii 
precinct. 

"  In  the  countv  of  Tryon  :  At  t}ie  house  of  Johannes 
Veder,  in  the  Mohawk  district ;  at  the  house  of  John  Dunn, 
in  Canajohary  district ;  at  tlie  church  in  Stone  Arabia,  in 
Palatine  district ;  at  the  house  of  Frederick  Belhnger,  in 
the  German  Flats  district ;  at  Smith's  hall,  in  Old  England 
district;  and  at  the  house  of  Alexander  Harper,  in  the 
township  of  Harpersfield. 

"  In  the  county  of  Cumberland  :  At  the  house  of  Seih 
Smith,  in  Braiileborough  ;  at  the  house  of  Luke  Knowlton, 
~in  New-Fain  ;  at  the  court  house,  in  Westminster  ;  at  the 
house  of  Tarbell,  in  Chester  ;  at  the  town  house,  in 

Windsor;  and  at  the  house  of  Colonel  Marsh,  in  Hert- 
ford. 

"  In  the  county  of  Charlotte  :  At  the  new  Presbyterian 
church,  in  New-Perth  ;  at  the  house  of  Anthony  Hoffnagle, 
in  Kingsbury  ;  at  the  house  of  Nathaniel  Spring,  in  Gran- 
ville ;  and  at  some  convenient  place  in  each  of  the  towns 
of  Manchester,  Danby  and  Casile  Town.  And, 

"  In  the  county  of  Gloucester  ;  At  such  places  as  tlie 
iheriflf  of  the  said  county,  by  the  advice  of  the  county  com- 
mittee, shall  appoint  for  the  convenience  of  electors  within 
the  same. 

"  And  that  the  sheriff  of  every  county  shall  order  the 
elections  to  be  held  in  each  place  above  mentioned,  in  his 
county,  on  the  same  day,  under  the  direction  of  two  repu- 
table freeholders,  one  to  be  appointed  by  the  county  com- 
mittee, the  other  by  the  sheriff,  to  attend  at  each  of  the 
places  where  the  elections  are,  as  aforesaid,  directed  to  be 
held  in  every  county,  who  shall  jointly  superintend  the  said 
elections,  and  return  to  the  sheriff  of  ilic  county  in  which 
•uch  elections  are  held,  true  poll  lists  of  the  elections  in 
the  said  several  places,  for  Governor,  Lieuienant-Governor, 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Assembly  ;  which  lists  the 
•hcriff  shall  transmit,  under  his  oath  of  othce,  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,  as  far  as  the  same  shall  relate  to  Governor, 
Licutenant-iiovcrnor  and  Senators,  and  shall  cast  up  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  for  the  Representatives  in  Assem- 
bly, and  make  return  of  the  names  of  such  of  them  as  arc 
duly  elected,  in  the  manner  that  has  heretofore  been  usual 
and  customary  :  And  the  Council  of  Safety  shall,  upon  re- 
ceipt of  the  poll  lists  of  the  election  for  Governor,  Lieute- 
nant-Governor and  Senators,  examine  the  same,  and  de- 
clare who  is  the  Governor,  who  the  Lieuienant-Governor, 
and  who  the  Senators,  so  chosen  ;  and  shall  administer  to 
the  said  Governor  and  Licuieriani-Governor,  the  oaths  of  ! 
allegiance  and  of  oflicc.  The  said  elections  within  the  se- 
Teral  counties  to  be  so  held,  as  that  the  persons  thereby 
chosen  mav  be  assembled  at  Kingston,  in  the  county  of 
Ulster,  or  such  other  place  as  the  said  Council  of  Safety 
shall  appoint,  on  the  first  day  of  July  next  ;  provided,  that 
if  by  any  unforeseen  accident,  sucii  elections  cannot  be  so 
held,  then  the  said  Council  shall  order  elections  at  such 
other  time  or  times  as  shall,  in  their  opinion,  be  most  con- 
ducive to  the  general  interest  of  ilic  State. 

"  And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  such  freeholders  as 
have  fled  from  the  southern  parts  cf  this  State,  and  are 
now  actually  resident  in  any  of  the  other  counties  of  this 
Stale,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  within  such  counties,  for 
Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor,  as  if  ihcv  had  actually 
possessed  freeholds  within  the  same.  And  tiiai  in  case  an 
election  in  any  county  should  not  be  held,  by  reason  of  the 
death  or  resignation  of  the  sheriff,  or  for  any  other  cause, 
that  the  Council  of  Safety,  or  the  Governor,  in  case  he 
shall  be  sworn  into  his  office,  issue  orders  for  an  election 


for  Representatives  in  Assembly,  in  such  county,  and  ap- 
point a  returning  officer  to  hold  the  same.  And  where  no 
county  committee  shall  be  in  being,  or  such  committee 
shall  neglect  to  appoint  returning  otlicers  for  the  places 
above  named  in  such  county,  that  the  person  for  that  pur- 
pose appointed  by  the  sheriff  shall  alone  hold  the  election, 
and  make  return  to  the  sheriff  in  like  manner,  as  is  above 
directed. 

"  And  whereas  it  is  impracticable  for  the  inhabitants  of 
the  southern  district  of  this  State  to  choose  Senators  to  re- 
present them  in  the  Senate  thereof,  or  for  the  counties  of 
the  said  district,  Westchester  excepted,  to  elect  Represen- 
tatives in  Assembly  ;  and  it  is  reasonable  and  riulit  to  give 
to  the  said  district  and  counties  a  proportionable  share  in 
the  legislation  of  the  whole  State,  as  far  as  is  possible  in 
its  present  circumstances  :  Therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  Lewis  Morris,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
John  Morin  Scott,  Jonathan  Lawrence,  William  Floyd, 
William  Smith  of  Suffolk,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Doctor  John 
Jones  and  Philip  Livingston,  be,  and  they  hereby  arc  ap- 
pointed Senators  for  the  Southern  District  of  tins  State  ; 
and  in  case  of  vacanc}'',  such  vacancy  to  be  filled  up  by 
the  choice  of  the  Assembly  :  And  that  Abraham  Brasher, 
Daniel  Dunscomb,  Evert  Bancker,  Peter  P.  Van  Zandt, 
Robert  Harper,  Abraham  P.  Lolt,  Jacobus  Van  Zandt, 
Henry  Rutgers,  Junior,  and  Frederick  Jay,  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  appointed  Representatives  in  Assembly,  of  the 
city  and  county  of  New-York  ;  Phili|)  Edsall,  Daniel  Law- 
rence, Benjamin  Coe  and  Benjamin  Birdsall,  of  the  county 
of  Queens;  Burnet  Miller,  David  Gclston,  Ezra  L'hoin- 
medicu,  Thomas  Tredwell  and  Thomas  Wickcs.  of  the 
county  of  Suffolk  ;  William  Boerum  and  Henry  Williams, 
of  the  county  of  Kings  ;  and  Joshua  Mcrcereau  and  Abra- 
ham Jones,  of  the  county  of  Richmond  ;  and  in  case  of 
vacancy,  such  vacancy  to  be  filled  up  by  the  choice  of  the 
Senate.  Provided  always,  that  none  of  the  said  Senators 
or  Representatives  in  Assembly,  so  appointed,  or  hereafter 
lo  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  continue  longer  in  of- 
fice than  until  the  electors  they  represent  shall  respectively 
be  in  a  capacity  of  electing. 

"  By  order  of  Convention. 

"ABM.  TEN  BROECK,  President. 

"Attest.  ,  .  ,, 

"  John  McKesson,  Sec'y." 

Ordered,  That  one  thousand  copies  of  the  said  plan  for 
organizing  government,  be  printed. 


FRIDAY  MORNING, 

May  9,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — General  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Eancker,  Col.  I!raslier,  Major  Van  Zandt, 
Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Ueekman — NevhYork. 
Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abrm.  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Bleecker — 

Mr.  G.  Livingston — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  T'ewkirk — Tryon. 

.Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Jos.  Smith — Orange. 

Mr.  Smilh,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Tredwell— Su/o/fc. 

Mr.  Morris,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Tompkins— irei/cAcsier. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Major  Tappen,  Major  Parks — Ulster. 

A  letter  from  R.  R.  Livingston,  Malhew  Cantine  and 
Zephaniali  Piatt,  Esquires,  llie  committee  sent  lo  Rhine- 
beck  and  manor  of  Livingston,  to  quell  the  disaffected, 
dated  the  8ih  instant,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Manor  of  Livingston,  Sth  May,  1T77. 

"  Sir — We  find  the  number  of  conspirators  infinitely 
greater  than  we  could  have  conceived  ;  almost  every  body 
in  the  upper  manor,  (as  it  is  sometimes  called,)  particu- 
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larly  the  eastern  part  of  it,  appears  to  have  engaged  willi 
tlie  enemy,  first  by  taking  an  oaiii  of  secrecy,  and  then  au 
oath  of  allegiance  to  liie  Ivmg  of  Ureal  Bril.nn  ;  it  appears 
to  have  been  their  design  lo  have  waited  till  the  enemy 
came  up,  when  they  were  to  rise  and  take  the  wiiigs  pri- 
soners. We  think  it  absolutely  necessary  that  a  court 
martial  should  be  organized  hero  to-morrow,  out  of  the  of- 
ficers of  the  manor  of  Claverack  and  Rhinebcck  regiments, 
for  the  trial  of  some  few  of  ihe  principal  ollenders.  An 
act  of  grace  should  be  prepared,  though  not  yet  issued,  and 
a  proper  place  provided  lor  at  least  two  hundied  prisoners, 
and  provision  be  made  for  their  maintenance.  It  would  be 
proper  also  to  enable  the  conmiitiee  of  the  manor  to  raise 
50  men,  under  the  command  of  Capl.  Gaasbeck.  for  the 
district  of  the  manor  of  Livingston  ;  and  it  would  not,  in 
our  opinion,  be  improper  to  indulge  Claverack  and  Rhine- 
beck  districts  with  small  bodies  of  troops  for  a  short  lime. 

"Might  it  not  also  be  right  lo  direct  General  (iaies  to 
hold  a  court  at  Albany,  as  it  is  clear  that  some  plots  have 
been  formed  to  liberate  the  prisoners  in  Albany.  We  trust 
that  the  spirit  of  disafTeclion  is  pretty  well  subdued  in  this 
quarter  for  the  present ;  many  coming  in  and  surrendering 
themselves. 

"  We  are,  sir,  with  the  utmost  respect, 
"  Your  humble  servants, 

"  ROBT.  R.  LIVINGSTON, 
"  MATTHEW  CANTINE, 
"  ZEPH.  PLATT,  Jr." 

Thereupon  it  was  moved,  that  General  Gates  be  request- 
ed to  constitute  and  establish  a  court  martial  for  the  trial  of 
such  persons  as  have  been  apprehended  in  ihe  county  of 
Albany,  and  charged  with  ireasoiiable  practices  against 
this  State,  pursuant  to  ihe  resolutions  of  this  Conveniion. 

A  motion  was  then  made  for  an  amendment,  that  General 
Gates's  name  be  struck  out  and  that  General  Ten  Broeck's 
name  be  inserted  in  its  stead. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  said  amendment,  it  was 
carried  unanimously,  by  counties,  in  the  attirmalive.  There- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  Brigr.  General  Ten  Broeck  be  directed 
immediately  to  constitute  and  establish  a  general  couit  mar- 
tial for  the  trial  of  such  persons  as  have  been  apprehended 
and  confined  in  the  county  of  Albany,  and  are  charged  with 
treasonable  practices  against  this  State,  pursuant  to  the  re- 
solutions of  this  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  person  or  persons  who  hath  or  have 
in  his  or  their  possession,  any  gunpowder  belonging  to  this 
iState,  deliver  to  Colonel  John  Field,  or  his  order,  iwo  hun- 
dred weight  of  gunpowder,  for  the  use  ot  his  regiment. 

Ordered,  That  the  person  or  persons  who  hath  or  have 
in  his  or  their  possession,  any  lead  belonging  to  this  Slate, 
deliver  to  Colonel  John  Field,  or  his  order,  six  hundred 
weight  of  lead,  for  the  use  of  his  regiment. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  tin's  Convention 
by  Zephaniah  Plait,  R.  R.  Livingston  and  Mailhew  Can- 
line,  Esquires,  who  were  lately  appointed  a  committee  to 
go  to  Rhinebeck  precinct,  in  Dutchess  county,  and  to  tlie 
manor  of  Livingston,  and  take  the  most  cft'ccuial  measures 
to  prevent  and  quell  any  insurrections  in  the  said  places; 
that  they  have  caused  a  number  of  insuri;ents  to  bo  appre- 
hended, and  recommending  the  immediate  terming  a  court 
martial  for  their  trial :  And  whereas  ihc  said  Robert  R. 
Livingston  hath,  at  his  request,  been  discharged  from  the 
said  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Zephaniah  Piatt  and  Matthew 
Cantine,  be  and  they  hereby  are  autliorized,  in  as  full  and 
ample  manner  as  any  General  of  the  inilitia  of  this  Slate 
might  do,  to  institute  a  court  martial  lor  the  trial  of  the  pri- 
soners as  aforesaid,  by  their  order  apprehended  for  trea- 
sonable practices  against  this  Slate,  according  lo  the  reso- 
lutions of  this  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Morris  prepare  and 


1  bring  in  an  act  of  grace  for  such  of  the  inhabitants  ot  this 
'  Slate  as  have  been  guilty  of  treasonable  practices  against 
the  State,  on  their  taking  the  oalh  of  allegiance. 

Friday  Afternoon,  May  9,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Koosevelt,  .Mr.  Jay, 
Colo.  Brasher,  Mr.  BeekiiiaD — New-York. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk— Tryoit. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Bleecker — 
Albany. 

1     Mr.  Morris,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Tompkins — Westchester. 
j     Mr.  G.  Livingston — Dutchess. 

.Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Tredwell— Sujf'o/A:. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Clarke — Orange. 

Major  Tappen,  Major  Parks — Ulster. 

The  petition  of  Arthur  McKinney,  confined  in  Kingston 
jail,  under  sentence  of  death,  praying  to  be  pardoned,  was 
read. 

A  similar  petition  of  Silas  Gardner,  under  the  like  cir- 
cumstances, was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  Jacob  Hornbeck,  enclosing  the  inronnaiion 
and  complaint  of  Silas  Bowker  against  John  Middagh  and 
Henry  Bush,  for  spreading  lies  and  false  intelligence,  to 
the  great  discouragement  of  the  good  subjects  of  this  State, 
at  Papaconck,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Rochester  be  requested 
to  cause  John  Middagh  and  Henry  Bush  lo  be  appreliended 
and  secured,  and  that  this  Convention  will  defray  ihe  ex- 
pense thereof. 

A  ration  roll  of  the  ship  joiners  employed  on  board  the 
Continental  ship  Congress,  certified  by  John  Child,  clerk 
of  said  ship,  amounting  to  £34  14s.  illd.  from  the  14th 
February  to  the  Slh  of  May,  1777,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto 
George  Taylor  the  sum  of  £34  14s.  ll^d.  in  full  for  the 
said  ration  roll,  and  that  he  charge  the  same  to  the  Conti- 
nental account. 

Where.^s  Colonel  John  Field,  of  Dutchess  cnunty,  did 
for  the  security  of  the  inhabitants  against  disalibcied  per- 
sons, who  were  committing  ravages  in  the  souilieaslern 
part  of  the  said  county,  order  a  lieutenant  and  twenty  pri- 
vates to  range  in  that  quarter,  and  which  have  lately  been 
employed  in  guarding  some  Continental  stores  al  Hender- 
son's, which  had  been  twice  attacked  by  disaffected  moun- 
taineers. 

Resolved,  That  thi.s  Convention  doth  approve  of  Colo- 
nel F^ield'.s  conduct  in  this  business,  and  will  pay  the  lieu- 
tenarit  and  men  under  his  command  for  the  time  iliey  shall 
be  in  actual  service  ;  and  that  they  be  continued  m  service 
so  long  as  General  McDougall  shall  deem  the  same  ne- 
cessary, not  exceeding  two  months. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
John  Coc,  Esquire,  relative  to  the  damages  sustained  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  south  part  of  Orange  county  by  tlie 
Continental  troops  passing  through  that  county,  repuitedan 
answer  thereto,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  is  as 
follows,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — Convention  having  received  your  letter,  are  of 
I  opinion,  and  I  am  directed  lo  inform  you,  that  the  com- 
plainants mentioned  therein  should  make  up  their  accounts 
of  the  damages  by  them  severally  sustained,  and  deliver 
the  same  to  you,  and  thai  you  transmit  the  same,  properly 
attested,  lo  the  Quarter-Masier-General,  and  that  you  send 
a  duplicate  of  the  said  accounts  to  the  Council  of  Safety 
of  ihis  Slate. 

"  Tiiat  with  respect  to  the  supporting,  nursing  and  in- 
terring the  Continental  soldiers,  quartered  upon  the  said 
complainants  by  the  different  regim.enls  in  their  march,  the 
said  complainants  are  directed  to  carry  in  their  accounts  of 
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ihc  same     ^''^  Director-General  of  hospitals,  in  the  middle 
department,  who  is  empowered  to  settle  ihem. 
u  -fg  John  Coe,  Deputy  Cliairman  ol" 

(he  Commitlee  of  llie  county  of  Orange.  ' 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  accounts  of 
Major  Strang,  for  repairing  the  roads  in  Westchester  and 
Dutchess  counties,  piusuant  to  the  resolutions  of  Conven- 
tion of  Oct.  5lh  ;  also,  anotlier  account  of  Major  Strang, 
for  expenses  of  storing,  &;c.  the  salt  for  repacking  a  quan- 
tity of  pork  purchased  by  order  of  the  late  Provincial  Con- 
gress, in  Westchester  county  ;  also,  an  account  of  Jere- 
miah Drake,  for  boarding  Daniel  Dunscomb  and  his  ser- 
vants, while  employed  in  repacking  the  said  pork,  delivered 
in  their  report,  which  was  read  ;  and  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  tiiis  .State  pay  unto 
Major  Joseph  Strang  the  sum  of  £1  7  \s.  lOd.  in  full  for  the 
said  first  mentioned  account,  and  the  further  sum  of  .£159 
5s.  l]d.  in  full  for  his  other  account ;  and  to  Jeremiah 
Drake,  or  liis  order,  the  sum  of  £5  2s.  Gd.  in  full  for  his 
said  account. 

Where.^s  the  county  of  Queens,  being  now  in  the  power 
of  the  enemy,  it  hath  become  impracticable  to  assemble  a 
county  committee  therein,  therefore,  on  application  of  the 
Deputy  of  the  said  county  for  money  to  defray  tiie  wages 
due  to  the  Deputies  of  the  said  county. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  pay  to  the 
Deputies  of  Queens  county,  or  either  of  them,  on  account 
of  the  county  of  Queens,  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  said 
county  to  this  Slate,  and  for  the  disposition  whereof  the 
said  Deputy  or  Deputies  shall  be  held  to  account  with  the 
said  county,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds,  on  account  of  j 
the  wages  due  to  the  Deputies  who  have  been  elected  and 
represented  that  county. 

Resolved,  That  John  Lasher,  Esquire,  be  and  he  is 
hereby  appointed  commissioner  of  all  and  singular  the  mi- 
litary stores  belonging  to  this  State,  with  the  rank  of  colo- 
nel in  the  said  State  ;  and  that  he  be  empowered  to  im- 
press teams  and  carriages  for  removing  the  said  stores,  in 
case  of  necessity,  and  that  he  be  allowed  ilie  sum  of  two 
hundred  pounds  per  annum  for  his  trouble  and  expenses  in 
performing  the  duty  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Colonel  Lasher  he  and  he  here-  | 
by  is  directed  and  empowered  to  cause  the  row  gallies  in  \ 
Hudson's  river  to  be  repaired  immediately,  and  that  he 
keep  an  account  of  the  expense  thereof,  to  be  charged  to  ' 
the  United  States.  j 

Resolved,  That  Christopher  Bancker,  Esquire,  be  and  I 
he  hereby  is  appointed  commissary  of  prisoners  wiihin  this 
State,  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  sum  of  two  hundred  | 
pounds  per  annum  as  a  salary  for  the  said  office.  1 

Resolved,  That  David  C  urrie  be  and  he  hereby  is  appoint-  | 
ed  commissary  for  supplying  ihe  troops  of  this  State  with 
such  articles  not  allowed  them  by  the  Commissary-General 
as  they  may  stand  in  need  of;  that  the  said  commissary 
purchase  the  said  articles  and  vend  them  to  the  troops  at 
such  price  as  will  pay  the  prime  cost  and  all  cliarges  there- 
on ;  and  that  the  said  commissary  be  allowed  the  sum  of 
three  dollars  per  day  for  his  trouble  and  expense. 

Resolved,  That  Charles  Spraingcr,  captain  of  the  brig 
Mary,  produce  his  account  of  wages,  &;c.  to  this  day, 
against  the  said  brig,  to  the  Auditor  of  accounts  of  this  State, 
who  is  hereby  directed  to  audit  the  same  ;  whereupon  the 
Treasurer  shall  pay  the  amount  thereof,  and  take  a  receipt 
therefor,  taking  an  order  from  the  said  Charles  Sprainger 
on  the  said  brig  for  the  amount  of  the  sum  so  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  and  empowered  to  appoint  a 
commissary  for  the  disaffected  prisoners,  informed  the  Con- 
vention that  they  have  appointed  Mr.  Clih^s.  Their  instruc- 
tions to  Mr.  Giles  were  read  and  approved. 

Whereas  divers  persons  in  this  State,  unmindful  of  the 
duties  they  owe  to  the  public,  have,  against  ihe  resolutions 
of  this  Convention,  heretofore  made  and  published,  inocu- 
lated with  the  small  pox  a  number  of  persons,  in  houses 


situated  so  near  to  public  highways  as  to  endanger  the 
health  and  safety  of  travellers  through  the  same  : 

Resolved,  That  no  persim  or  persons  inoculated,  or 
having  the  small  pox  in  the  natural  way,  be  kept  in  any 
house  wiihin  the  distance  of  .oic  hundred  yards  Irom  any 
public  road  or  highway  in  lius  State  ;  and  "liuil  every  per- 
son or  persons  who  shall  inoculate  any  person,  knowingly 
entertain  or  keep,  at  any  house  or  houses  situated  within 
one  hundred  yard.s  of  a  public  road  or  hiulnvav  aforesaid, 
anv  persons  diseased  or  infected  with  the  small  pox  shall 
for  every  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  ol  ten  pounds,  to  be  re- 
covered in  any  court  of  record  in  lliis  Slate  by  any  person 
who  shall  sue  for  the  same  ;  and  shall  also  "be  liable,  for 
the  said  offences,  to  indictment  and  be  fined,  not  exceed- 
ing ten  pounds,  at  the  discretion  of  the  supreme  cuurt  of 
this  State,  or  any  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  j.iil  de- 
livery before  whom  the  same  shall  be  tried  ;  and  m  de- 
fault of  payment  of  the  said  fine,  to  stand  coininiited, 
without  bail,  to  prison  for  three  months. 

Ordered,  That  the  aforegoing  resolution  be  published. 


SATURDAY  MORNING, 

May  10,  1777. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prese.vt — Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  IMr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Harper,  Colo. 
Brasher,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  jay,  Genl.  Scott — Xcic-York. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abm.  Yales,  Mr.  Bleecker — Albany. 

Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Mr.  Sacket— Di/ffftesi. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Tredwell.Mr.  Smilh,  Jlr.  Miller— Sujfo/fe. 

Mr.  Morris,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Tompkins — IVeslchesler. 

Major  Lawrence— Queens. 

Major  Tappen,  Major  Parks,  Col.  De  W'M— Ulster. 

Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Wisner,  Colo.  Allison,  iVlr.  Josa.  Smith— Orang-f. 

A  petition  of  Samuel  Piigsley,  of  Westchester  county, 
relative  to  some  cattle  ol  his,  taken  by  the  enemy  and  re- 
taken by  a  party  of  our  scouts,  praying  that  they  may  be 
restored  to  him.  A  letter  from  Major  Pish,  as  also  a  let- 
ter from  William  Paulding,  Esquire,  on  the  subject,  were 
respectively  read.    And  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  com- 
missioners of  sequestration,  in  Westchester  county;  and 
that  they  be  directed  lo  make  diliaent  inquiry,  and  if  thev 
find  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  petition  to  be  true,  that  then 
they  cause  restitution  lo  be  made  to  the  petitioner. 

Mr.  Jay,  according  to  order,  delivered  in  the  draft  of  an 
act  or  ordinance  offering  a  free  pardon  lo  such  of  the  de- 
luded subjects  of  this  Slate  as  have  been  guilty  of  treason- 
able acts  against  this  Slate,  on  their  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance. 

The  same  was  read  and  amended,  and  being  again  read, 
was  unanimously  approved  of  and  agreed  to,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit  : 

"Whereas  divers  of  the  subjects  of  this  State  have 
been  seduce  1  from  their  allegiance  to  the  same,  by  the  arts 
of  subtle  and  wicked  emissaries  from  the  enemy,  and  pre- 
vailed upon,  by  various  and  delusive  promis3s,  lo  leave 
their  wives  and  children  and  join  the  army  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  in  direct  violation  of  the  great  duties  they 
owe  to  their  country,  their  families  and  posterity  :  And 
WHEREAS  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  Convention,  on 
the  part  of  the  said  persons,  that  sundry  of  thorn  having 
been  deceived  by  the  enemy,  and  instead  of  being  pro- 
tected, have  either  been  totally  neglected,  or  compelled  to 
take  up  arms  for  the  express  purpose  of  enslaving  and  de- 
stroying their  fellow  citizens,  are  become  sensible  of  their 
error,  and  very  desirous  of  returning  to  their  allegiance, 
and  participating  with  their  countrymen  in  the  enjoyment 
of  the  inestimable  rights  and  liberties  secured  to  the  good 
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people  of  this  State  by  the  constitution  and  government  ) 
thereof:  And  whkreas  divers  of  the  said  persons,  as  well 
as  others,  who  liave  been  guiiiv  of  treasonable  ads  against 
this  Slate,  for  fear  of  the  punishment  due  to  tlicir  respec- 
tive crimes,  secrete  themselves  wiihin  tlie  taino  :  And 
WHEREAS  humanity  directs  that  no  means  should  be  ielt 
unessayed  to  prevent  the  ctl'usion  of  blood,  and  to  give 
those  an  opportunity  of  returninir  to  their  duly,  who  by 
wicked  men  may  have  been  seduced  therefioin  : 

"  This  Convention  do,  therefore,  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  de- 
termine, declare  and  proclaim,  that  all  sue  h  of  the  said 
deUnquents  above  described,  as  shall  on  or  before  the  hrst 
day  of  July  next,  voluntarily  appear  before  any  ina<iistr.iie 
or  field  officer  of  the  mihiia  of  this  :State,  and  lake  the 
following  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  biaie,  viz  : 

"  '  I,  do  most  solemnly  swear  in  the  presence  of 

Almighty  God,  that  I  will  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  Stale  i 
of  New-York,  and  in  all  things  do  my  auty  as  a  good  and 
faithful  subject  of  the  said  blaie  :' 

"  Shall  on  producing  a  cerlificale  thereof,  under  the 
hand  of  such  magistrate  or  field  ofHcer,  to  the  Council  of  ! 
Safely  or  Governor  of  this  Stale,  receive  a  full  and  free 
pardon  of  all  and  every  treasonable  acts  and  deeds  by  him 
heretofore  committed  against  this  Siaie,  and  be  restored  lo 
a  participation  of  all  the  rights,  liberties  and  privileges  ap- 
pertaining to  the  good  people  thereof." 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  published,  and  that  Mr. 
Loudon  be  directed  to  print  1,000  copies,  in  hanabiUs, 
and  that  he  send  them  to  this  place  as  soon  as  possible. 

Resolved,  That  Egbert  Dumont,  Esquire,  appointed  she- 
riff of  Ulster  county,  be  excused  from  executing  the  prison- 
ers in  Ulster  county  jail,  under  sentence  of  death,  he  pledg- 
ing his  honour  to  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  procure  an 
executioner,  if  the  same  shall  be  necessary ■ 

Resolved,  That  Egbert  Dumont,  Enquire,  sherilT  of 
Ulster  county,  and  John  Thomas,  Es(|uirc,  sheritf  of  West- 
chester county,  be  permitted  to  take  liie  oaihs  of  allegiance 
and  of  office  before  the  President  of  this  Convention. 

They  were  both  called  up  and  sworn  accordingly. 

The  resolutions  for  abolishing  quit  rents,  were  read,  and  j 
the  consideration  thereof  postponed  till  afternoon. 

Saturday  Afternoon,  Mat/  10,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
PaESENT — Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Dun^comb,  Mr.  Bnncke'r,  Colo.  Bra- 
sher, Geol.  Scott,  Mr.  Jay,  Major  Van  Zan.li — .Vtii'-lo/k. 
Major  Lawrence — Queens. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abtn.  Yates,  Mr.  Blcccker— ji/6any. 
Mr.  Sackett,  Mr.  G.  Livingston — Ditchca. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkcrk — Tnjon. 
Colo.  Be  Witt,  Major  Parks,  Major  Tappen— f7j(£r. 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Miller— Su/o^Jc. 
Jndge  Graham,  Mr.  Morris,  31r.  Tompkins— II 'cj/cAci/cr. 
Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Josa.  Smith,  Jlr.  Clarke — Orange. 

A  letter  from  General  (lates,  dated  yesterday,  at  Albany, 
informing  that  he  at  present  sees  no  reason  tur  ahandonini: 
any  part  of  the  post  of  Ticonderoin,  and  believes  it  will 
be  as  safe  this  year  as  the  l.ist,  was  read. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany  informing  Con- 
vention of  their  perplcNities  in  consequence  of  Uicir  suc- 
cesses in  apprehending  lories  :  their  j^nls  are  lull,  and  ihe 
inhabitants  are  apprehensive  that  ihc  tail  distemper  will 
soon  take  place;  ihcy  therefore  request  the  direction  of 
Convention  ;  was  read.  Doth  letters  were  committed  lo 
Messrs.  Jay  and  Morris. 

Resolved,  That  .Mr.  Philip  Leake  be  directed  lo  pur- 
chase at  the  cheapest  rale  he  can,  lor  the  use  of  liic  troops 
belonging  to  this  State,  as  many  shoes  and  woollen  stock- 
ings as  he  can  procure,  and  lliat  he  deliver  the  same  to  the 
commissary  of  ihc  clothing  store  belonging  lo  this  Slale, 
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at  Fishkill,  and  take  a  receipt  for  so  much  as  he  shall 
deliver. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Mr.  Philip  Leake,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds,  on  ac- 
count of  shoes  and  woollen  stockings  to  be  purchased  pur- 
suant to  an  order  of  this  Convention  of  this  day,  fur  the 
use  of  the  troops  of  this  Stale,  and  that  the  said  'i'reasurer 
deliver  tlie  said  sum  to  Daniel  Dunscoinb,  Esquire,  lo  be 
by  him  conveyed  to  Mr.  Leake,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the 
same. 

J\Ir.  Wisner  having  informed  this  House  that  he  com- 
pleted two  powder  mills  in  the  month  of  May  last,  upon 
tae  encouragement  formerly  given,  whereby  as  he  con- 
ceives iic  was  equitably  entitled  to  the  receipt  of  two  thou- 
sand pounds,  on  a  loan,  without  interest  for  two  years,  at 
the  same  lime  offered  to  accept  of  the  sum  of  seventy 
pounds,  conditioned  that  he  produce  the  proper  proofs  re- 
quired i)y  the  said  resolution  on  that  subject. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Mr. 
Wisner  the  said  sum  of  seventy  pounds,  and  take  his  re- 
ceipt for  ihe  same,  on  condition,  nevertheless,  lhat  Mr. 
Wisner  be  held  to  repay  the  same  until  he  shall  produce 
to  the  future  Legislature  of  this  State,  sufficient  proof  of 
such  erections  as  aforesaid. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  Convention, 
that  divers  of  the  mliabilanis  of  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
who  are  desirous  of  coniinuing  the  subjects  of  this  Slate, 
arc,  from  divers  reasons,  incapable  of  exerting  ihemselves 
in  the  general  defence,  particularly  from  the  want  of  proper 
officers ;  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  such  inhabitants 
to  associate  as  follows,  lo  wit;  "  We  the  subscribers, 
subjects  of  the  Stale  of  New-York,  do  associate  together 
for  the  defence  of  tlie  United  Slates  against  llie  Xiiig  of 
Great  Britain,  as  follows  :  First.  We  will  choose  our  of- 
ficers by  vote  of  the  majority  in  each  respective  company 
01  regiment.  Secondly.  We  will  obey  such  our  officers, 
as  other  ilie  militia  of  the  said  Stale.  Thirdly.  The 
names  of  the  said  officers  shall  be  traiismilled  to  the  go- 
vernmeni  of  ihe  said  State,  and  to  the  general  in  the  north- 
ern department.  J^astly.  That  this  association  shall  con- 
tinue in  force  until  revoked  by  proper  authority." 

Whereas  it  hath  been  suggested  lo  this  Convention, 
lhat  the  county  committee  of  the  county  of  Cumberland 
cannot  be  collected  together  but  with  great  difficulty  ; 

Resolved,  That  such  of  the  members  of  the  said  county 
committee  as  on  due  and  regular  notice  for  the  convening 
of  the  said  committee,  shall  meet,  be  authorized  to  proceed 
to  business.  ,  ,  ,     .  , 


;     ■   DIE  SABBATI,  10  no.  a.  m. 

May  11,  1777. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Opened  with  prayer  by  the  Reverend  Doctor  Rogers. 

Present — General  Ten  Broeck,  Prcsidenl. 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Bancker,  Ge- 
j  neral  i>coU,  Mr.  ^larper,  Mr.  Jay,  Colo.  Brasher,  Mr.  Kobert  Harper — 
■  j.Vcu'-l'orfc. 

Jlr.  Wra.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abra.  Yates,  Mr.  Bleecker — Albany. 

Mr.  Sackett,  Mr.  G.  Livingston — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Stevens — Cumberland. 

Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell— Sa/u/fc. 
Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Tompkins,  JuJge  Graham — Westchester. 
Colo.  De  Wilt,  Major  Tnppen,  Major  Parks — Ulster. 
Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Clarke— Oran;'?. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  (icorgc  Clinton,  dated  the  9tli  inst. 
at  Fort  Montgomery,  rc(|Ucstin<T  leave  of  Convention  to 
resign  his  commission  of  brigadier-general  of  the  militia 
of  Ulster  and  Orange  counties,  for  reasons  assigned  in  the 
said  letter  ;  and  enclosing  ihc  copy  of  a  leller  from  General 
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WtKliin"'""  General  Clinton,  on  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  niiirtial,  in  the  case  ot  Captain  Maitin,  and  those  of 
teveral  other  persons  charged  with  treasonable  practices, 
was  read,  together  with  the  papers  enclosed. 

A  warrant  from  Brigadier-General  Geo.  Clinton,  signed 
by  bis  order  by  Albert  Pawling,  brigade-major,  directed  to 
Colonel  Jacob  Hornbeck,  for  the  execution  of  William 
McGinnis,  and  the  otiier  culprits  whose  sentences  have 
been  confirmed  by  the  Convention,  at  such  time  and  place 
as  the  Convention  shall  appoint,  was  also  read. 

Tlic  proceedings  of  a  court  martial  held  on  sundry  days 
and  times  therein  mentioned,  from  the  2nd  to  the  6th  days 
of  May  instant  inclusive,  at  fort  Jlontgomery,  for  the  trial 
of  Jacob  Davis,  Andries  Longyear,  Samuel  Freligh,  Fre- 
derick Keyser, Thomas  Crispel,  Johannes  Keyser,  William 
Wood,  Abraham  Middagh,  Cornelius  Samuels,  William 
Calder,  Lodowick  Seely,  Walter  Stouter,  John  Low, 
James  .Merkle,  Edward  Wood,  Edward  Wood,  Junior,  and 
Jonathan  Oakley,  for  treasonable  practices  against  the  State, 
were  also  read  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Fort  Montgomery,  May  2nd,  1777. 

"The  court  met  according  to  adjournment. 
"Present — Coloael  Lewis  Dubois,  President. 

"Capt  Stewart,  Capt.  Lee,  Capt.  BeveLr,  Capt.  Tilford,  Capt.  Har- 
denbergh,  Capt.  Hasbrook,  Capt.  Ue  Wilt,  Capt.  Sclioonmaker,  Capt. 
Concklin,  Lieut.  Post,  Lieut.  Hunter. 

"  Henry  Godwin,  captain,  Judge- Advocate. 

"  A  majority  of  members  appearing,  the  court  adjourned 
till  ten  of  the  clock  to-morrow  morning. 

"  Court  met. 

"Present — Colo.  Dubois,  President. 

"Capt.  Stewart,  Capt.  Lee,  Capt.  Beveir,  Capt.  Tilford,  Capt.  Has- 
broock,  Capt.  De  Wilt,  Capt.  Concklin,  Capt.  Schoonmaker,  Lieut. 
Fnrman,  Lieut.  Post,  Lieut.  Hunter,  Lieut.  Chambers. 

"  Captain  Godwin,  Judge- Advocate. 

"Lieutenant  Furman  and  Lieutenant  Chambers,  sworn 
as  new  members,  in  the  room  of  those  absent. 

"  Jacob  Davis,  brought  before  the  court,  and  charged 
with  the  following  crimes,  to  wit : 

"  1st.  With  levying  war  against  the  United  States  of 
America. 

"  2ndly.  For  being  an  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain. 

"  3rdly.  for  having  enlisted  men  in  the  service  of  said 
King. 

"  To  the  first  charge  he  pleads  guilty  ;  to  the  2nd  and 
3rd  charges  not  guilty. 

"  The  prisoner  being  examined,  says,  '  That  he  came  to 
Alexander  Campbell's  house  with  Rose  and  his  party,  and 
was  in  there  ;  that  Campbell  appeared  to  be  friendly  ;  that 
he  thinks  that  Campbell  carried  them  to  a  brusti  fence, 
about  a  half  mile  from  Campbell's  house,  where  they  were 
safe,  and  lay  there  one  whole  day;  that  Campbell's  wife 
brought  out  rum  to  them  twice  ;  that  Campbell  came 
to  them  in  the  afternoon,  and  informed  them  that  the 
militia  were  gone  ;  that  they  lay  at  the  fence  till  dark  ; 
that  then  Rose  and  his  parly  went  to  Campbell's  house, 
and  Campbell's  wife  gave  them  a  pail  of  buttermilk  pap; 
that  she  gave  it  gratis  ;  that  then  they  went  to  Arthur 
McKinney's  barn  ;  that  he  believes  it  was  cither  Campbell 
or  McKinney  that  piloted  them  to  llie  barn  at  night :  that 
in  the  morning  Arthur  McKinney  and  liis  wench  brought 
them  suppaan  and  milk;  that  McKinney  and  Jacobus 
Rose  talked  together,  but  did  not  hear  what  they  said. 
James  Jones,  Samuel  Frelich,  and  a  rc5ular  officer  came 
to  them  in  William  Wood's  barn,  and  was  also  in  Wood's 
house,  and  stayed  at  Wood's  ;  that  D.inicI  Erwin  took 
down  all  their  names  in  the  mountains  with  their  voluntary 
will;  that  he  had  a  gun  loaded  with  powder  and  ball.' 

"  The  prisoner  being  examined  the  second  lime,  says, 
'That  Rose  told  him  that  Wouter  Stouter  piloted  them  to 
the  creek.' 

"  A  further  examination  of  the  prisoner  taken  before 
the  committee  of  Schougour,  Cornelius  Schoonmaker, 


Junior,  chairman,  being  read  before  the  court,  the  prisoner 
conlesses  every  fact  contained  in  said  examination,  a  copy 
whereof  is  annexed  hereunto. 

"'I'he  prisoner  further  says,  'That  Peter  Misincr,  a 
neighbour  of  his,  said  he  would  go  along  with  him,  but  liis 
wife  would  not  let  him  ;  that  he  heard  that  ClirisUan  Winner 
was^  gone  to  Little  Shandaken  to  get  men  ;  that  llioy  !iot 
rum  at  Jacobus  Buslie's,  at  Shokan  ;  that  Jacobus  lJushes 
son  Peter,  went  with  them;  that  his  brother  Jacobus  was 
known  to  their  going  ;  that  Frederick  Bush,  at  Siiokan, 
went  along  to  help  them  over  Esopus  kill  ;  ihat  Rose  told 
him  that  the  Widow  Beveir  and  Widow  Gr-ihaiu,  were 
their  friends;  that  he  heard  that  Daniel  Coiitino  w.is  a 
friend  to  the  King;  that  Peter  Winner,  Hciicriciv  llen- 
ning,  Frederick  Row,  at  Little  Shandaken,  Jacob  l'urloi)2, 
and  Wilhelmus  Marrual,  at  Great  Shandakan,  were  also 
friends  to  the  King  of  (ireat  Britain.' 

"Andries  Longyear,  being  brought  before  the  court  on  tiic 
three  before  mentioned  charges,  pleads  generally  not  l'uiUv. 

"  An  examination  of  the  prisoner,  taken  before  the 
before  mentioned  committee,  being  produced  to  the  oourt, 
and  read  in  the  presence  of  the  prisoner,  iho  prisoner 
confesses  every  fact  contained  in  said  examination,  a  copy 
whereof  is  annexed  hereunto ;  and  hirther  says,  tliat  tic 
thinks  it  was  either  Campbell  or  McKinney  that  brought 
them  to  McKinney's  barn  ;  that  his  father,  Jacob  Long- 
year,  did  not  try  to  prevent  him  from  going  with  Rose  to 
the  regulars  ;  that  lie  had  a  gun  loaded  with  powder  and 
hall ;  that  he  loaded  his  gun  because  the  rest  loaded  itieirs  ; 
that  he  thinks  Trawiliger  was  shot  with  a  pistol ;  that  Daniel 
Erwin  had  a  pistol ;  that  Richard  Oakley  treated  them  with 
cider. 

"  Samuel  Freelish  was  brought  before  the  court  on 
four  charges:  1st.  For  levying  war  against  the  United 
States  of  America.  2ndly.  For  being  an  enlisted  soldier 
in  the  service  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  3rdlv.  For 
enlisting  men  in  the  service  of  the  said  King.  And  4llilv. 
For  aiding,  assisting  and  giving  comfort  and  being  adherent 
to  the  enemies  of  the  State  of  New- York  while  owing  al- 
legiance to  said  State. 

"  The  prisoner  confesses  that  James  Jones  and  Silas 
Prumpore  told  him  that  he  would  get  work  at  his  trade  in 
New- York  ;  that  he  was  a  wheelwright;  that  he  agreed 
to  go  to  New-York  ;  accordingly  set  out  to  go  ;  that  he 
came  to  James  Jones's  house,  and  a  man  with  a  blind  left 
eye  was  sitting  in  the  house  ;  that  he  had  on  a  speckled 
under  jacket,  brown  surtout  coat,  blue  woollen  slockincs. 
and  strings  in  his  shoes  ;  tiiat  he  asked  Jones  where  that 
fellow  came  from  ;  that  he  told  Jones  he  was  afraid  that 
man  would  discover  tiiem  ;  that  Jones  told  him  that  he  did 
not  know  him  ;  that  then  he,  Jones,  and  the  one  evcd  man 
set  out  together  in  company  ;  as  they  were  going  along,  / 
he,  the  prisoner,  asked  the  one  eyed  man  what  his  name  was, 
but  the  man  woulil  not  tell  him,  but  told  him  he  came  from 
the  Mohawk  river  through  Albany,  where  he  ])assed  for  a 
shoemaker;  that  the  one  eyed  man  had  a  bundle  of  letters 
witfi  him;  that  the  one  eyed  man  was  about  five  feet  ten 
inches  high  ;  that  said  man  told  him  he  heard  the  regulars 
were  across  the  hake,  and  the  Indians  were  to  come  down; 
that  one  Butler  was  the  head  of  ihcni.  That  thev  all  stop- 
j  ped  at  a  mill  at  night,  and  set  out  next  mornins  ;  at  noon 
came  to  a  house  in  the  woods,  where  they  got  a  man  who 
piloted  them  over  a  creek — the  name  ot  the  place  he  thinks, 
was  Hurly — and  went  on  with  iliem  further,  till  nit^lit; 
that  thev  laid  down  in  the  wood  all  night,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing one  Jacobus  Seeny  with  a  thick  man  came  to  tliem, 
but  went  away  again  ;  that  they  staid  at  that  place  all  day  ; 
that  at  night  said  Seeny  came  to  them  again  with  six  or 
seven  more  men  ;  that  then  they  all  set  out  together  to 
William  Wood's  house,  where  they  met  Rose  and  his  party, 
where  they  staid  till  next  night  when  Rose  brought  another 
party  to  them  ;  that  they  staid  that  night  at  Wood's,  and  in 
the  morning  set  out  till  they  came  to  a  house  where  Rose 
called  the  mtn  in  to  take  down  ihcir  names ;  that  they  all 
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gave  in  their  names  but  him  and  James  Jones  ;  that  tlie  man 
that  wrole  down  their  names  was  a  schoohnasier  ;  ttiat  he 
thought  it  was  a  pi?tol  Tiawiliijiir  was  shot  wiili  ;  that 
they  came  to  AlexaiiJer  Caiii|)bcll's  ;  tliat  then  he  and 
Jones  and  the  one  eyed  man  went  and  sat  under  an  apple 
tree  ;  that  the  one  eyed  man  icfi  ihem  lliere  ;  Uiat  he  saw 
Campbell  come  to  llie  one  eyed  man  and  lake  him  with 
him  to  his  iiouse  ;  iliat  llicn  he  and  Jones  went  into  Mc- 
Kinney's  barn  where  Rose  and  his  party  lay  all  night ; 
and  lliat  he  cat  suppaaii  and  mdk  in  .McKinney's  barn  ; 
that  he  left  Rose  and  Ins  parly  in  McKiniiev's  barn  witii 
an  intent  to  go  home  ;  liiai  beinij  alraid  of  benin  taken  up, 
he  resolved  to  pass  for  a  tradesman — accordmgiv  applied 
for  work  at  one  Mr.  Peck's,  where  lie  passed  for  a  weaver, 
but  could  get  no  work  iliere  for  want  of  a  loom  ;  that  he 
then  went  on  and  met  a  man  and  a  bov  wiili  a  wagon,  who 
asked  him  where  he  was  going,  and  lie  told  them  to  look  for 
work  ;  then  went  on,  and  was  goinu  past  the  Widow  Gra- 
ham's house,  when  Lieut.  Clarke,  an  olficer,  called  to  him, 
and  he  went  in  and  there  enlisted  with  said  Clarke  in  the 
Continental  service. 

"  Court  adjourned  till  5  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

"  Court  met. 

"  Present — The  President  and  members  as  before. 

"  Frederick  Keyser,  being  brought  before  the  court  on 
the  following  charges:  Charge  1st.  For  levying  war 
against  the  United  States  of  America  ;  2nd.  For  being  an 
enhsted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  ; 
3rd.  For  having  enlisted  men  in  the  service  of  the  said 
King;  pleads  generally  not  guilty. 

"  Tlie  prisoner  being  examined  says,  that  Rose  sent  for 
him  and  told  him  that  this  was  the  last  time,  and  if  he  did 
not  come,  that  he  could  not  expect  any  mercy  ;  that  an 
army  was  coming  from  the  northward  ;  one  from  the  east- 
ward, and  one  from  the  souihward  ;  that  the  smallest  child 
would  be  killed  if  he  did  not  go  down  ;  that  every  man  that 
went  along  with  the  regulars  should  have  a  hundred  acres 
of  land  ;  that  he  met  Rose  at  William  Wood's  ;  that  they 
had  victuals  at  Wood's,  brougiit  by  one  Barber,  a  servant 
of  said  Wood  ;  staid  at  Wood's  all  night ;  that  he  met  the 
company  at  Wood's ;  that  there  were  36,  and  Cornelius 
Samuels  made  37  ;  that  lie  saw  Wood  in  the  morning, 
and  gave  him  his  hand,  and  bid  him  farewell  ;  believes 
Wood  knew  where  they  were  going  ;  from  Wood's  went 
to  Seely's,  where  Lodowick  bcely  joined  them.    Says  that 
when  thev  vverc  in  Wood's  barn,  a  High  Dutch  doctor 
came  into  the  barn  ;  that  when  ihey  came  to  the  side  of 
the  hill  near  to  the  Widow  Beveir's,  Rose  and  -MidJagh  left 
them,  and  tarried  away  some  Mmc  ;  from  there  went  to 
Cornelius  Dubois's,  and  from  there  to  the  creek,  or. Wall- 
kill,  where  stood  two  sentries;  lhat  Rose  told  the  sentries 
he  would  take  them  prisoners  ;  that  they  crossed  the  creek  I 
with  one  of  the  sentries,  and  left  two  or  three  on  the  other  j 
side  with  the  other  sentry  ;  lhat  just  as  he  came  on  the  | 
Other  side  of  the  river  lie  heard  a  pistol  tired,  and  heard  | 
the  noise  of  horses  ;  that  D  inicl  Lrwin  had  a  pistol  and  j 
no  other  f)erson  in  company  liad  one  to  his  knowledge  ;  I 
tliat  ihey  ihen  marched  to  a  little  house  in  a  field  a  small  | 
distance  from  the  road  ;  lhat  from  lliencc  they  went  and  i 
lay  in  the  woods  ;  lhat  the  nexi  day  ihcy  went  to  a  liiile  I 
log  house  where  they  got  supnaan  and  milk  ;  tiiat  he  be-  } 
lieves  the  man's  name  is  McKinney;  tliat  lie  had  a  giin  i 
loaded  with  powder  and  ball ;  that  he  look  powder  and  ball 
from  home  ;  that  he  went  with  Rose  till  they  were  tired 
upon  by  the  militia. 

"  The  court  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

"  Court  met. 
"  P»ESENT  as  befora. 

"Thomas  Crespell  brought  before  the  court  on  the 
three  last  mentioned  charges  ;  pleads  generally  not  guilty. 

"The  prisoner  says  he  was  along  with  Rose;  that  he 
was  persuaded  to  go  by  Jacob  Middngh  ;  that  he  had  a  aun 
loaded  with  powder  and  ball ;  lhat  he  was  along  with  Rose 


till  they  were  fired  npon  by  the  militia  in  the  mountains  : 
that  then  he  was  afraid,  and  separated  from  Rose's  party, 
and  was  determined  to  go  home  and  he  as  good  a  friend  as 
he  was  before  ;  that  Rose  and  Middagh  told  him,  when 
they  talked  with  him,  thai  he  would  be  shot  down,  or  taken 
up  and  hanged,  if  the  wliigs  took  him  ;  that  on  his  way 
homo  he  gave  himself  up  to  a  man  with  a  gun.  He  further 
says,  that  he  heard  lhat  Wouter  Stouter  was  to  pilot  them 
over  the  Wallkill  creek. 

"  Peter  Bush,  brought  before  the  court  on  the  before 
mentioned  1st,  2d  and  3d  charges,  pleads  generally  not 
guilty. 

"  The  prisoner  says  he  was  with  Rose  and  his  party  ; 
that  he  had  a  gun  loaded  with  powder  and  ball  ;  that 
Richard  Oakley  gave  them  provisions  ;  that  he  staid  wiih 
Rose  till  they  were  tired  upon  by  the  mjliliain  the  mountains. 

"Jacob  I'urlong,  tiroughl  before  ihe  court  on  the  before 
mentioned  1st,  2d  and  3d  charges,  pleads  generally  not 
guilty. 

"  The  prisoner  being  examined,  confesses  that  he  was 
with  Rose  and  his  party,  persuaded  by  Jacob  Middagh ; 
that  Middagh  told  him  lhat  if  he  did  not  go  he  would  bring 
his  friends  into  trouble  ;  that  if  he  went  he  would  save  his 
land,  and  have  100  acres  of  land  and  each  child  hfiy  acres  ; 
that  500  Indians  and  white  men  would  come  down  upon 
the  inhabitants,  and  the  regulars  would  come  up  as  thick 
as  sand  ;  that  it  would  not  be  above  a  fortnight  before  the 
country  would  be  destroyed,  and  says  they  got  powder  at 
Richard  Oakley's  ;  lhat  he  remained  with  Rose  and  his 
party  till  they  were  fired  on  by  the  militia  in  the  mouniains. 
The  prisoner  alleges,  in  his  defence,  that  he  was  deluded 
away  ;  that  when  he  found  his  error,  he  set  cmt  to  go  home, 
and  on  his  way  gave  himself  up  to  some  of  the  niiiiiia. 

"  Johannes  Keyser,  being  brought  before  the  court  on 
the  same  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  charges  before  mentioned  ;  to 
the  first  charge  he  pleads  guilty  ;  to  the  2nd  and  3rd 
charges,  not  guilty. 

"  The  prisoner  in  his  defence  alleges  lhat  he  was  deluded 
by  the  persuasions  of  Rose,  and  one  Peiris  De  Witt's  wife. 
Being  further  examined  says,  that  he  believes  that  I'rawil- 
legar  was  shot  by  a  pistol ;  lhat  it  was  the  same  man  that 
had  the  pistol,  that  took  down  their  names  ;  confesses  that 
he  was  drafted  to  come  down  in  the  four  months'  service, 
with  the  militia  to  Fort  Montgomery,  before  he  went  with 
Rose. 

"Teunis  Van  Vleet,  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that  he,  the 
deponent,  understood  that  there  was  a  number  of  men  tn 
come  across  the  mountains,  and  the  deponent  sent  word 
thereof  (as  there  was  no  commanding  officer,)  to  his  neigh- 
bours ;  lhat  fourteen  or  fifteen  of  them  gathered  together, 
and  placed  a  sentry  at  one  Peter  Deyoos's,  one  at  a  road 
that  leads  down  out  of  the  mouniains  by  Isaac  IjOw's,  and 
another  at  one  Dubois's  ;  that  Frain  asked  who  would  go 
with  him,  and  the  deponent  said  he  would  go  the  first  hour; 
that  then  the  deponent  and  Frair  went  and  sat  down  by  an 
apple  tree;  lhat  ihey  sat  there  but  a  few  minutes  when  they 
heard  a  noise  amongst  the  apple  trees  ;  that  a  party  of  men 
came  up;  Frair  said,  'Wtio  is  there?'  they  answered. 
Friend  ;' when  th  oy  (the  deponent  and  Frair)  were  immedi- 
ately seized  and  made  prisoners;  that  when  the  deponent 
was  seized  and  made  prisoner,  he,  the  deponent,  was  exa- 
mined as  to  the  strength  of  the  guard;  that  the  man 
that  look  hold  of  the  deponent,  told  the  deponent  lhat 
he  was  Rose,  and  asked  the  deponent  if  he  had  not 
heard  of  Lieutenant  Rose  over  the  mouniains,  and  lhat 
the  deponent  was  his  prisoner;  that  Rose  then  ordered 
some  of  his  men,  and  said  to  ihetn,  lake  care  of  this  fel- 
low ;  that  in  the  moan  time,  Rose's  men  got  into  two  ca- 
noes ;  that  Rose  went  up  to  Frair,  and  ordered  him  to  be 
silent ;  that  the  canoes  at  the  same  time  were  carrying 
over  Rose's  party  across  the  kill ;  that  when  the  canoes 
came  back  they  took  Frair  over  the  river  ;  that  just  as  the 
canoes  struck  the  shore  on  ihc  opposite  side  of  the  creek, 
the  deponent  heard  somebody  hallo  out,  '  Who  is  there  V 
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ihe  oilier  saiJ,  '  -A-  friend  that  then  the  deponent  heard  a 
ifun  or  pistol  fired,  and  saw  the  flasli,  and  hoard  a  great  rout 
jnioiigil  Rose's  party ;  that  then  the  party  tliat  liept  the 
Jepoiient  under  guard  at  that  time,  wauled  the  canoes  over, 
but  ilie  canoes  did  not  come,  on  account  of  the  rout ;  they 
halloed  for  them;  that  when  tiie  canoes  struck  on  the  side 
where  the  deponent  was  under  guard,  the  men  were  in 
such  a  hurry  tliat  he,  the  deponent,  made  iiis  escape,  and 
ran  up  to  the  house  to  warn  liie  guard  ;  that  then  the  de- 
ponent and  the  guard  ran  down  to  tlie  creek ;  when  they 
came  lliere,  Rose's  party  were  all  of  them  across  the  creek; 
that  the  deponent  told  the  guard  of  his  hearing  the  gun 
fired,  but  they  would  not  believe  it;  that  one  of  them 
went  to  Mr.  Graliam's,  who  told  them  that  he  heard  the  re- 
port of  a  gun  as  he  lay  in  his  bed  ;  that  then  the  deponent 
and  the  guard  concluded  the  best  way  would  be,  to  mount 
a  horse  to  warn  the  guards  in  the  other  places  before  men- 
tioned, which  they  did  ;  then  they  went  down  to  the  creek 
and  got  a  canoe  to  go  to  Mr.  Eiting's  ;  there  they  got  a 
horse  and  man,  and  sent  him  down  to  Newburgh,  express, 
to  warn  the  inhabitants  of  this  parly's  going  that  way  ; 
■when  they  came  there,  at  Eiting's,  Lieutenant  Trawiligar 
had  been  there,  and  that  lie  and  another  man  took  two 
horses,  and  said  Trawiligar  was  wounded  in  the  arm  ;  that 
when  the  deponent  was  under  guard  at  the  creek,  the  party 
that  kept  him  told  the  deponent  that  he  was  their  prisoner, 
and  should  go  with  them ;  that  Rose,  when  he  first  seized 
the  deponent,  told  him  that  he  had  fifty-eight  men,  well 
armed,  and  did  not  care  a  damn  for  the  guard,  and  further 
saith  not. 

"  Court  adjourned  till  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

"  Court  met. 
"  Pbes£NT — The  President  and  members  as  before. 
"  Court  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

"  May  4. 

"  Court  met  according  to  adjournment. 
'•  Present— Colo.  Dubois,  President. 

"  Capt  Beveir,  Capt.  Johnson,  Capt.  Tilford,  Capt.  Hasbrouk,  Capt. 
De  Win,  Capt.  Conclilin,  Capt.  Schoonmaker,  Lieut.  Pauidin?,  Lieut. 
Fnrmaa,  Lieut.  Post,  Lieut.  Hunter,  Lieut.  Chambers. 

"  Judge  Advocate, 

"Capt.  Johnson  and  Lieut.  Paulding  sworn  as  members 
in  the  room  of  Capt.  Stewart  and  Cnpt.  Lee. 

"William  Wood,  brought  before  the  court  for  aiding 
and  assisting,  holding  correspondence  with,  and  giving 
comfort  to  the  enemies  of  the  State  of  New- York  whilst 
owing  allegiance  to  the  laws  of  said  State,  pleads  guilty. 

"The  prisoner  in  his  defence,  says,  that  Rose  and  his 
party  came  unawares  upon  him,  that  he  did  not  know  of 
their  coming ;  that  he  was  very  surprized  when  they  came 
upon  him  ;  that  he  was  glad  to  hear  of  his  son  ;  pleads 
ignorance  of  the  resolution  of  Convention  of  16ih  July, 
1776,  &c. 

"  Richard  Oakley,  brought  before  the  court  on  tlie  last 
mentioned  charges,  pleads  guilty. 

"  The  prisoner  in  his  defence,  says,  that  he  gave  pow- 
der to  Rose's  party  ;  that  he  knew  William  Ore,  the  sad- 
dler ;  has  nothing  further  to  say,  only  begs  the  mercy  of 
the  court. 

"Abraham  Middagh,  brought  before  the  court  on  the 
following  charges : 

"1st.  For  levying  war  against  the  United  States  of 
America  :  2iid.  For  being  an  enlisted  soldier  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  :  3id.  For  enlisting  men 
in  the  service  of  said  King  :  4lli.  For  giving  aid  and  as- 
sistance, being  adherent  to,  and  scrrcting  the  enemies  of 
said  States,  pleads  generally,  not  guilty  . 

"  The  prisoner  being  examined,  savs,  that  he  knew  that 
Jacob  Middagh  was  there;  that  he  found  .Middagh  in  the 
woods ;  that  Middagh  asked  him  to  go  along  to  Shokan ; 
that  he  went  with  Middagh  to  Frederick  Bushe's  house  ; 
that  Bush  was  not  at  home  ;  that  he  went  wiih  Jacob  Mid- 
Jagh  to  Hendrick  Bushe's,  Frederick  J5ushe's,  Jacobus 


Bushe's,  Jacobus  Davis's,  Hendrick  Crespcll's,  Samuel 
Davis's,  Jacob  Furlong's,  Jacob  Longyear's  and  Clinstian 
Winner's;  that  he  was  going  lo  one  John  CruspeU's  for 
corn,  and  came  across  Jacob  Middagh,  who  took  linn  with 
him  every  where  iie  went,  and  would  not  let  hiin  go  ;  that 
he  knew  he  did  wrong. 

"  Cornelius  Samuels  being  brought  before  the  court,  pro- 
duced a  certificate  setting  forth  that  Cornejius  Sainut-ls,  in 
consequence  of  his  open  confession  made  bcturc  this  Con- 
vention, IS  by  the  said  Convention  pardoned  lur  ilio  crimes 
wherewith  he  stood  charged,  and  for  which  he  wn^  appre- 
hended and  brought  before  said  Convention,  and  l^  liiere- 
fore  discharged  and  permitted  to  return  to  his  usvmI  place 
of  abode,  he  having  likewise  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
this  State. 

"  By  order, 

"ROBERT  BENSOX, 

"  Secretary. 

"  The  court  after  hearing  the  before  mentioned  ceriiticatc 
read,  came  to  a  resolution  to  acquit  the  said  Cornelius  Sa- 
muels, and  do  therefore  acquit  hiin  accordingly. 

"  Cornelius  Samuels,  being  duly  sworn,  saiili  :  That  ju.st 
before  this  deponent  and  Rose  came  to  the  \^'idow  Be- 
veir's,  they  met  three  men,  to  wit  :  Andiics  Keyser,  Johan- 
nes Keyser,  and  he  believes  Frederick  Keyser,  and  Rose 
asked  them  whether  Woulcr  Stouter  was  home  ;  and  ihev 
said  Stouter  was  not  at  home,  but  would  be  home  m  the 
evening.  Then  they  went  alona  within  half  a  mile  of  Wi- 
dow Beveir's,  and  staid  there  till  it  was  dark  ;  then  went  to 
near  the  widow's  house,  where  Rose  ordered  them  to  stay, 
and  then  went  away  to  the  house  to  see  whether  Stouter 
was  at  home.  Then  Jacobus  Rose  came  to  them  aiiain, 
and  ordered  them  to  march  to  Slouler's  house,  and  the  de- 
ponent believes  that  Stouter  joined  them  there  ;  that  the  de- 
ponent saw  Stouter  at  the  creek  ;  that  Jacobus  Rose  called 
Stouter  by  name,  and  Stouter  answered  to  it  ;  that  the  de- 
ponent went  over  with  the  last  canoe  ;  that  Jacobus  Rose 
and  Sylvester  Vandemark  were  of  the  party  that  kept  one 
of  the  sentries  ;  that  when  they  were  coming  tlirnuali  the 
apple  trees,  they  were  hailed,  '  Who  is  there  V  '  A  Iriend,' 
said  Jacobus  Rose.  Then  the  guard  said,  '  If  you  are  a 
friend  then  come  on,'  (or  words  to  that  effect).  That  one 
one  of  the  sentries  wheeled  off,  as  there  was  a  large  com- 
pany with  them  ;  that  Jacobus  Rose  said  that  the  sentry 
was  his  prisoner,  and  then  Rose  left  him  and  went  to  the 
otlier  sentry,  and  told  him  he  was  his  prisoner  ;  but  the 
sentry  told  Rose  that  he  would  not  be  taken  prisoner  by 
them.  Then  Rose  took  his  gun  from  him  and  put  him  in 
the  canoe,  and  look  him  over  ihc  creek  ;  that  the  other 
sentry  staid  with  this  deponent  and  others  on  thai  side  of 
the  creek  ;  that  VVouier  Stouter  crossed  the  creei;  wuh  the 
party  till  near  the  King's  road  ;  and  further  savs  not. 

"  The  court  adjourned  till  two  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

"  Court  met  according  lo  adjournment. 
"  Present — The  President  and  members  as  before. 

"  William  Calder  and  Lodowick  Seeiy  brought  before 
the  court  on  the  three  before  mentioned  charges  ;  1st.  For 
levying  war  against  the  United  States  of  America  ;  2nd. 
For  being  an  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  King  of 
Gieat  Britain  ;  3rd.  For  enlisting  men  in  the  service  of 
said  King  ;  plead  generally  not  guilty. 

"  Lodowick  Seeiy  being  examined,  confessf  s  that  he 
was  with  Rose  till  the  guard  came  after  them  and  fired 
upon  tliem  in  the  clove  on  the  hill  ;  that  when  he  came 
near  the  kill  where  the  sentries  hailed  them,  he  heard  Rose 
say  that  one  Wouier  was  their  cuide  to  the  kill  ;  says  that 
he  was  going  with  Rose  to  New-York. 

"  William  Calder  confesses  that  he  went  wiih  Rose  to 
the  Widow  Graham's  ;  believes  Wouter  .Stouter  was  the 
pilot  that  piloted  their  men  lo  the  creek  ;  that  he  (the  pri- 
soner) had  a  gun  loaded  with  powder  and  ball,  which  he 
brought  from  home ;  that  he  joined  Rose  at  William 
Wood's  ;  that  they  got  pork  and  bread  at  said  Wood's. 
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"  Walter  Stouter,  brought  before  the  court  on  a  charge 
for  aiding,  assisting,  and  buing  an  adherent  to  the  enennics 
of  the  Slate  of  New-Yorl;,  u  liilst  owing  allegiance  to  the 
laws  of  said  State,  pleads  guilty. 

"The  prisoner  in  iiis  Ucl'en'cc  says,  that  he  went  with 
Rose  and  his  party  to  the  kill  and  left  lain  ;  that  lie  found 
his  conscience  began  to  prick  hiin,  and  he  left  Hose;  that 
he  durst  not  discover  ihem  to  his  neighbours  ;  that  he  found 
himself  so  guilty  he  was  afraid  to  do  it ;  that  Rose  came  to 
him  and  said  to  him,  '  You  must  pilot  me  to  the  creek,'  and 
at  first  refused,  but  that  the  devil  possessed  him  in  such  a 
manner  that  he  consented,  and  piloted  iliem  to  the  kill. 

"  John  Low,  brought  before  the  court  on  the  last  before 
mentioned  charge,  pleads  not  guilty. 

"The  prisoner  being  examined,  confesses  tliat  the  High 
Dutch  doctor  came  to  his  house  ;  that  he  knew  of  his  be- 
ing with  the  enemy  ;  that  he  told  him  of  his  fault  and  left 
him  ;  that  the  doctor  told  him  that  he  would  be  a  friend  to 
the  country,  but  durst  not  make  himself  known  ;  that  Ed- 
ward Wood,  Junior,  got  his  provision  from  bis  lather's 
house,  Edward  Wood's ;  liiat  the  Dutcli  doctor  eat  with 
them. 

"  James  Merkle  and  John  Stokes  were  brought  before 
the  court,  and  charged  with,  1st.  Levying  war  against  the 
United  States  of  America  ;  2nd.  For  being  an  enlisted  sol- 
dier in  the  service  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  ;  3rd.  For 
enlisting  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the  said  King,  to  which 
charges  they  plead  generally  not  guilty. 

"  James  Merkle  being  examined,  says  he  was  with  Rose 
and  his  party  ;  that  he  had  a  gun  loaded  with  powder  and 
ball ;  that  he  was  with  Rose  at  the  mountains  in  the 
clove,  where  they  were  fired  upon;  that  he  was  in  the 
party  that  kept  Tennis  Van  Vleet  under  guard,  at  the  river. 

"John  Stokes  says  that  he  had  a  gun,  but  not  loaded; 
had  powder  and  ball  with  him  ;  that  he  was  drafted  to 
come  down  in  the  4  months'  service,  in  Capt.  Hasbrouck's 
company  ;  that  he  went  with  Rose  to  the  mountains  be- 
fore mentioned. 

"  Edward  Wood,  brought  before  the  court  for  aiding, 
and  assisting,  and  giving  comfort  to  the  enemies  of  the  State 
of  New- York,  pleads  not  guilty. 

"Edward  Wood,  Junr.  brousiht  before  the  court  on  the 
last  mentioned  charge,  pleads  not  guilty. 

"The  prisoner  being  examined,  says  that  the  High 
Dutch  doctor  came  in  to  Wood's  and  complained  that  his 
feet  were  swelled  and  wanted  to  be  with  them,  but  he  did 
not  like  it,  and  would  not  let  him  be  with  them  ;  and  there- 
fore went  and  left  that  cave  and  went  to  anoiiier ;  that  the 
doctor  followed  him  there  and  insisted  on  being  wiih  them, 
but  he  says  he  did  not  like  it ;  that  he  knew  him  to  be  a 
bad  man  ;  that  the  doctor  said  he  had  had  a  chance  for  his 
life  by  trial ;  that  if  he  thought  he  coiiUi  be  pardoned  by 
the  Americans  he  would  enlist  in  the  Continenial  service  ; 
then  they  went  into  the  cave  ;  that  tiie  doctor  eat  with  him 
till  he  was  taken.  He  says  ho  never  examined  the  doctor 
as  to  his  being  in  New-York,  for  he  took  him  to  be  a  bad 
man  and  would  not  hold  any  discourse  with  him. 
•  "  Court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 

"  Court  met. 

"  Peese.vt — The  President  and  members  as  before. 

"  Court  adjourned  till  two  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

"  Court  met. 
"  PaESENT — The  President  and  members  os  before. 
"  Court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 
"  Court  met. 

"  Peesent — The  President  and  members  as  before. 

"  Jonathan  Oakley,  chariied  with  the  last  before  men- 
tioned charges,  pleads  not  guiliy. 

"No  evidence  appearing  before  the  court  against  John 
Low,  Edward  Wood,  Edward  Wood,  Junr.  and  Jonathan 
Oakley,  they  were  acquitted. 

"The  court  then  taking  into  mature  consideration  the 
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several  charges  against  the  several  prisoners  ;  the  evi- 
dence against  them,  and  confessions  of  said  [)risoners,  do 

"Resolve,  That  Jacob  Davis,  Andrics  Loimycar,  Frede- 
rick Keyser,  Thomas  CnspcU,  Peter  Bush,  j^icobus  Fur- 
long, Johannes  Keyser,  William  Caklcr,  Lodowick  Secly, 
James  Merkle  and  John  Stokes,  arc  guilty  of  ihe  first 
charge  alleged  against  them  for  levying  war  against  the 
United  Slates  of  America,  in  the  Slate  of  i\l;w-York, 
whilst  owing  allegiance  to  the  laws  of  said  Siaic;  but 
that  the  said  Jacob  JJavis,  Andries  Longyear,  Frederick 
Keyser,  Thomas  Crispcll,  Peter  Busli,  Jacob  Furlon^.',  Jo- 
hannes Keyser,  William  Calder,  Lodowick  Seclv,  James 
Merkle  and  John  Stokes,  are  not  guilty  of  ilie  second  and 
third  charges  alleged  against  them;  and  liiat  Samuel  Fre- 
iigh  and  Abraham  Middagh  are  guilty  of  aiding,  assisting, 
giving  comfort,  and  being  adherent  to  the  enemies  of  i\w 
State  of  New-York,  in  the  Stale  of  New-York  aforesaid, 
whilst  they  owed  allegiance  to  the  laws  of  said  Slate ;  but  do 
"Resolve,  That  the  said  Samuel  Freligli  and  Abraham 
Middagh,  are  not  guilty  of  the  first,  second  and  ihird 
charges  alleged  against  them  :  and  further, 

"Resolve,  That  William  Wood,  Richard  Oakley  and 
Walter  Stouter  are  guilty  of  aiding,  assisting,  giving  com- 
fort to  and  being  adherent  to  the  enemies  of  the  Stale  of 
New- York,  in  the  said  State  of  New-York,  whilst  they 
owed  allegiance  to  the  laws  of  the  said  State  ;  and  do 
adjudge  that  Jacob  Davis,  Andries  Longyear,  Frederick 
Keyser,  Thomas  Crispell,  Peter  Bush,  Jacuhus  Furlong, 
Johannes  Keyser,  William  Calder,  Lodowick  Seely,  Janits 
Merkle,  John  Stokes,  Samuel  Freligh,  Abraham  Middatrli, 
William  Wood,  Richard  Oakley  and  Waller  Stouter,  "do 
suffer  the  pains  and  penalties  of  death,  by  being  hanged  by 
the  neck  till  they  are  dead. 

"  The  court  having  considered  the  condiiion  of  Jacol) 
Davis,  Andries  Longyear,  Thomas  Crispell,  Peter  Biisli, 
Johannes  Keyser,  James  Merkle  and  William  Calder,  and 
in  consequence  of  their  apparent  distress,  upon  confession 
and  promise  of  future  obedience  to  the  laws  of  tlie  State 
of  New- York,  do  recommend  them  for  mercy. 

"  The  court  having  examined  the  proceedings,  do  order 
them  to  be  signed  by  the  president. 

"  LEWIS  DUBOIS,  Colo.  President. 
"  Capt.  Henry  Goodwin,  Judge  Advocate. 
"  Examination  of  Jacob  Davis,  whosaitli,  that  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  23rd  instant,  Jacob  Middagh,  came  to  ins 
father's  house  and  asked  him  whether  he  would  not  go 
along  wiih  him  to  New-York  to  join  the  regulars,  to  which 
he  consented  and  agreed  to  go  with  them,  and  immediate- 
ly proceeded  to  get  ready  ;  and  that  his  father  provided 
him  with  provisions  and  other  necessaries  he  wanted  on 
his  march  ;  and  that  they  went  that  night  as  far  as  Shokan  ; 
and  that  next  day  they  marched  to  near  Alarblelown,  at 
Jagh  Crepplbos,  and  stopped  a  little  at  Abraliam  Alid- 
dafjh's,  and  went  from  thence  to  Richard  Cickley's,  wliere 
they  came  at  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  and  tarried 
some  time  at  his  house,  and  then  went  along  as  far  as  Wil- 
liam Wood's  in  the  (Jocksing  Clove,  where  ihey  met  with 
Samuel  Freligh,  James  Jones  and  a  regular  officer,  who 
told  them  they  were  going  with  them  in  the  morning,  and 
that  they  lodged  that  night  at  said  Wood's,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing crossed  the  mountains  together,  to  near  the  Widow  Be- 
vier's,  in  the  New-Paliz  precinct,  when  Lieut.  Jacobus 
Rosa  and  Jacob  Middagh,  went  to  the  widow's  and  shortly 
after  returned,  and  then  they  went  along  and  was  piloted 
by  Wouler  Sluyter,  to  Cornelius  Dubois's,  at  the  Wallkill, 
and  across  it,  when  liiey  took  Jacob  Freer  and  Tennis 
Van  Vleit ;  and  after  some  discourse  between  Lieut.  Rosa 
and  said  Van  Vleit,  Lieut.  Rosa,  let  him  go,  and  said  that 
Van  Vleit  was  a  good  man,  and  that  he  would  not  keep 
him  prisoner,  and  marched  on  that  night  as  far  as  Alleck 
Campbell's,  where  they  tarried  that  day  ;  in  the  evening 
went  a  little  further  to  a  barn  of  A.rihiir  McKinney,  where 
they  lodged  that  night,  and  tarried  thereabouts  the  next 
day  and  night ;  that  while  they  were  there  Samuel  Freligh, 
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Jamei  Jones  anJ  the  regular  officer  went  to  Major  Gol- 
den'* an''  ^^'■^'^  some  time,  iSamuel  Freligli  returned 
aeain'and  loW  tl'^i^  Major  Golden  told  liim  tiiat  he 
thought  it  was  impossible  for  their  company  to  get  through 
to  the  regulars  on  account  of  the  guards  ;  and  from  that 
time  he  saw  no  more  of  Samuel  Frcligh,  James  Jones  and 
llie  regular  officer ;  and  Monday  morning  went  on  their 
journey,  and  about  twelve  o'clock  got  on  a  large  liill  at  or 
near  the  clove,  where  they  were  attacked  by  ihe  militia, 
and  that  him  and  four  more  made  iheir  escape  ;  but  three 
of  them  did  not  come  far  back  with  them  in  company,  and 
that  he  did  not  know  what  had  become  of  the  rest  of  the 
company. 

"  Examination  of  Andrew  Longyear,  who  saith  that  on 
Wednesday,  the  23rd  instant,  Jacob  Middagh  and  another, 
came  to  his  father's  house  and  asked  him  to  go  along  with 
him  to  New-York  to  the  regulars,  for  the  regulars  would 
come  up  this  way  soon,  and  they  would  then  come  along 
with  them  and  drive  the  inhabitants  before  them,  and  lake 
their  estates  from  them  ;  then  concluded  to  go  along  with 
ihera,  and  got  himself  ready  and  went  with  them  to  Samuel 
Davis's,  and  his  son  Jacol)  joined  us,  and  that  night  went 
as  far  as  Shokan,  and  on  Thursday  they  went  along  to  near 
Marbletown,  and  in  the  night  went  to  Richard  Oakley's, 
where  ihey  tarried  some  lime,  and  from  thence  to  William 
Wood's,  in  Cocksing  clove,  where  they  joined  Lieut.  Ja- 
cobus Rosa." 

The  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial  were  then  read 
by  parts. 

1st.  The  proceedings  against  Jacob  Davis,  tried  on  three 
charges,  viz:  1st.  With  levying  war  against  the  United 
States  of  America.  2nd.  For  being  an  enlisted  soldier  in 
the  service  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain;  and  3rd.  For 
having  enlisted  men  in  the  service  of  the  said  King  while 
owing  allegiance  to  the  said  Stale. 

2nd.  The  proceedings  against  Andries  Longyear,  charged 
M^ilh  the  like  crimes. 

3rd.  The  proceedings  against  Thomas  Grispell,  charged 
with  the  like  crimes. 

4lh.  The  proceedings  against  Peter  Bush,  charged  with 
the  like  crimes. 

5lh.  The  proceedings  against  Johannes  Keyser,  charged 
with  the  like  crimes. 

By  the  said  proceedings  it  appears  that  the  said  several 
culprits  are  respectively  found  guilty,  and  adjudged  to  sutfer 
the  pains  and  penalties  of  death  by  being  hanged  by  the 
neck  until  they  are  dead. 

The  same  proceedings  and  sentences  being  severally, 
and  each  by  itself  considered  and  determined,  the  Con- 
vention does  approve  of,  ratify  and  confirm  the  said  several 
sentences. 

And  where  as  this  Convention  think  it  their  duty  in  some 
cases,  by  extending  mercy  to  mitigate  the  rigor  of  justice, 
and  the  said  several  persons  being  by  the  said  court  mariial 
recommended  to  mercy,  in  consequence  of  their  apparent 
distress,  open  confession  and  promise  of  future  obedience 
10  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New-York  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  President,  in  the  name,  and  bv  the 
authority  of  this  Convention,  do  issue  a  pardon  to  each  of 
them,  the  said  Jacob  Davis,  Andrios  Longyear,  Thomas 
Crispel,  Peter  Bush  and  Johannes  Keyser,  of  the  crimes 
whereof  each  of  them  respectively  has  been  convicted  as 
aforesaid. 

The  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial  against  the 
following  persons  were  then  read,  to  wit : 

1st.  The  proceedings  acainst  Samuel  Frelioh,  tried  on 
four  charges,  viz:  1st.  For  levying  war  acriinst  the  United 
States  of  America.  2nd.  For  being  an  enlisted  soldier  in 
the  service  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  3rd.  Forenlisl- 
inR  men  in  the  service  of  the  said  King  ;  and  4th.  For 
aiding,  assisting,  and  giving  comfort,  and  beinsx  adherent 
lo  the  enemies  of  the  State  of  New- York,  while  owing 
allegiance  to  the  said  State,  together  with  the  confession 


of,  and  testimony  against,  the  said  Samuel  Freligh,  and 
sentence  of  the  said  court  martial  thereon,  were  respectively 
read. 

The  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial  against  the 
said  Frederick  Keyser,  on  the  said  three  first  above  men- 
tioned charges,  with  the  confession  of,  and  testiinonv 
against,  the  said  Frederick  Keyser,  and  the  sentence  of  liie 
said  court  mariial  thereon. 

The  proceedings  of  the  said  court  mariial  aijainst  the 
said  Jacob  Furlong  on  the  said  three  first  above  uifniioned 
charges,  with  the  confession  of,  and  testimony  agaiiisi,  the 
said  Jacob  Furlong. 

The  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial  against  the 
said  William  Wood,  charged  with  aiding  and  assislinir, 
and  holding  correspondence  with,  and  giving  comfort  to 
the  enemies  of  the  Stale  of  New-York,  whilst  owiii^-  alle- 
giance to  the  laws  oi  the  said  State,  together  with  the  de- 
fence of  the  said  prisoner,  and  the  evidence  against  the 
said  prisoner,  with  the  sentence  of  the  said  court  manial 
thereon.  And  the  proceedings  of  the  said  court  mariiai 
against  Richard  Oakley,  charged  before  the  said  court  mar- 
tial with  the  crime  last  above  mentioned,  together  with  the 
detence  of  the  said  prisoner,  and  the  sentence  of  liie  said 
court  martial  thereon,  were  each  respectively  read. 

By  the  proceedings  of  the  said  court  mariial,  it  appear? 
that  the  said  Samuel  Freligh  is  found  guilty  of  aiding, 
assisting,  giving  comfort  and  being  adherent  to  ihe  enemies 
of  the  Slate  of  New-York,  in  llie  State  of  New- York 
aforesaid,  whilst  he  owed  allegiance  lo  the  said  Stale;  and 
is  acquitted  of  the  first  and  third  charges  against  him. 
That  the  said  Frederick  Keyser  and  Jacob  Furlong  are 
found  guilty  of  the  first  charge  alleged  against  iliem,  for 
levying  war  against  the  United  Stales  of  America,  in  tlie 
State  of  New- York,  whilst  owing  allegiance  to  liie  laws 
of  said  State  ;  and  arc  acquitted  of  the  second  and  third 
charges  alleged  against  tliem.  That  the  said  William 
Wood  and  Richard  Oakley  are  guilty  of  aiding,  assistins, 
giving  comfort  lo  and  being  adherent  to  the  enemies  of  the 
State  of  New- York,  in  the  said  State  of  New-York,  wliilit 
they  owed  allegiance  to  the  laws  of  the  said  Slate. 
Wherefore  ihe  said  Samuel  Freligh,  Frederick  Keyser, 
Jacobus. Furlong,  William  Wood  and  Richard  Oaklev  are 
respectively  adjudged  to  sutler  ihe  pains  and  penalties  of 
death,  by  being  respectively  hanged  by  the  neck  until  they 
are  dead. 

The  said  several  sentences  being  severally,  and  each  by 
itself,  considered  and  determined,  the  Gonvenlini:  does 
approve  of,  and  ratify  and  confirm  ihe  said  several  senten- 
ces. Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Brasher,  Mr.  Tompkins, 
Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Van  Zaiidt,  Mr.  Sacketi,  Mr.  Roosevelt, 
Mr.  Miller.  Mr.  William  Harper  dissent  from  the  con- 
firmation of  ihe  sentence  against  William  Wood. 

But  this  Convention,  wiiling  further  to  mitigate  the 
rigour  of  justice  and  e.xlend  mercy. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Samuel  Frcligh  and  Jacob 
Furlong  be  respectively  pardoned  of  the  crimes  whereof 
each  of  them  respectively  has  been  convicted  as  aloresaid. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  mariial,  relative  to  John 
Low,  Edward  Wood,  Edward  Wood,  Jr.  and  Jonathan 
Oakley,  whereby  they  are  acquitted,  were  also  read. 

The  same  being  considered,  the  Convention  do  approve 
of  and  confirm  the  said  dclcrmiiiation  of  the  court  martial, 
as  to  the  said  John  Jjow,  Edward  Wood,  Edwaid  \\  ood, 
Junr.  and  Jonathan  Oakley. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  transmit  to  Colonel  Honi- 
beeck  General  Clinlon's  order,  by  express  ;  and  inforin 
thai  Convention  liave  resolved  and  ordered  that  some  of 
the  culprits  shall  be  executed  on  Tuesday  next,  beivveeii 
the  hours  of  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  four  in  the  af- 
ternoon, and  request  him  to  have  his  guards  ready,  atrreer 
ably  lo  the  general  order  for  the  purpose,  to  see  execution 
done. 

Ordered,  That  Egbert  Dumond,  Esquire,  high  sheriff 
I  of  Ulster  county,  have  permission  to  go  on  board  of  all  tlie 
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vessels  at  the  Landing  at  his  pleasure,  or  to  send  any  per- 
son on  board,  who  shall  be  the  bearer  of  a  copy  ot  this 
order,  lo  endeavour  to  obtain  an  executioner. 
Adjourned  till  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Die  Solis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  May  II,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Presext— GcnI.  Abm.  Ten  Broeck,  FrcslUnl. 

Genl.  Scolt,  Colo  Brasher,  Mr.  Uobt.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr. 
Baacker,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Roosevelt— .Vfu>i'or/c. 
Mr.  W.  Harper— Tri/ort. 

Genl.  Ten  Brotck  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Jr.  Mr.  Bleecker — Albany. 
Mr.  Sackett— 2)ii/f  Ac.cj. 

Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Tappen,  Major  Parks— 07s(cr. 
Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  TreJaell,  Mr.  W.  Smith— Suffolk. 
Jadge  Graham,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Tompkins— IFcsfc/iester. 
Mr.  Wisner— Oranjc. 

Mr.  Miller  having  departed  while  the  names  of  the 
members  were  entering,  and  Mr.  Clarke  being  absent,  for 
want  of  a  quorum  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning.   

MONDAY  MORNING, 

MaT/  12,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Opened  with  prayer  by  the  RevJ.  Doct.  Rogers. 

Present — General  Ten  Broeck,  Presiiknt. 

Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Harper,  Capt.  Rutsers. 
Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Colo.  BruihtT, Geul.  .bcoll — liew-Yoik. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tnjon. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abm.  Yales,  .Mr.  Bleecker— .^/6any. 

Mr.  Tompkins,  Judge  Graham — WesUkc^ler. 

Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  8milh— >u/o/fc. 

Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Mr.  John  Schenk,  Mr.  Sackett — Dutchess. 

Major  Tappen,  Major  Parks,  Colo.  De  W ia— Ulster. 

Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Wisner  — Oia/ije. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  to  Robert  Yales  and 
John  Sloss  Hobarl,  Esquires,  informinij  ihem  of  their  bcina 
appointed  puisne  judges  of  this  Slate,  and  requesting  their 
iinmcdiate  attendance  at  this  place  to  lake  the  oaths  ol 
office. 

Mr.  Jay  reported  the  following  resolutions  and  drafts  of 
letters,  in  answer  to  the  lellers  from  the  committee  of  Al- 
bany and  General  Gates,  received  the  lllli  instant,  which 
were  respectively  read  and  agreed  lo,  and  are  as  follows, 
to  wit : 

"  Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  lo  this  Convention 
by  the  commiltee  of  the  city  of  Albanv.  that  the  jails  of 
the  said  city  have  Intelv  become  crowded  bv  a  number  of 
dangerous  and  disaffected  persons,  many  of  whom  liavc 
lately  been  apprehended  in  anus,  and  confined  in  the  said 
jails:  And  wHERD.\s  the  said  comuiiilco  have  rcqnesied 
the  advice  and  direction  of  this  Convention  icspecting  the 
best  manner  of  disposing  ot  the  snid  prisoners,  and  such 
others  as  may  be  sent  to  the  said  jail,  so  as  that  llicv  may 
be  accommodated  in  a  manner  more  comtorlalile  to  thcm- 
.selves  and  less  burdensome  lo  ihe  inhabitants,  who  have 
been  obliged  to  guard  lite  said  j  iils  : 

Resolved,  That  the  cominiticc  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Albany,  or  their  siil)-commitice,  be,  and  they  hereby  arc, 
authorized  at  their  discretion  to  prcpnre  any  two  or  more 
vessels  in  Hudson's  river,  near  llio  said  city,  tor  the  recep- 
tion of  all  such  prisoners  as  tlicv  may  lliink  proper  lo  con- 
fine on  board  the  same  ;  to  appoint  a  coiiimiss.iry  lo  pro- 
vide theiTt  with  necessary  subsistence  and  a  proper  guard 
lo  lake  care  of  them. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  defray  ihe  expense 
attending  the  execution  of  the  aforcaoiiis  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  every  person  wlio  shall  be  found  on 
shore  after  having  been  contineil  on  iioanl  of  the  said  ves- 
sels, or  either  of  lliem.  wiliiout  liaving  been  properly  dis- 


charged, shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony  without  benefit 
of  clergy. 

Resolved,  That  no  person  be  permitted  to  go  on  board 
the  said  vessels  without  llie  leave  or  order  of  the  said  com- 
miltee. 

"May  12,  1777. 

"  Sir — Your  letter  of  the  9lli  instant  has  been  laid  be- 
fore the  Convention.  They  are  happy  to  be  inlornicd  that 
tlie  insurrections  in  your  county  are  so  nearly  suppressed. 

Tlie  Convention  hope  the  enclosed  resolutions  will  be 
agreeable  to  the  commiltee,  and  I  am  directed  to  assure 
you  that  the  Convention  will  at  all  times  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  may  conduce  to  the  ease  and  prosperity  of  the 
citizens  of  Albany. 

"  I  am,  &c. 

"  To  the  Chairman  of  the  city  of  Albany." 

"  May  12,  1777. 

"  Sir — The  Convention  have  received  your  favour  of  the 
9lh  inst.  Your  opinion  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to 
abandon  any  post  of  Ticonderoga,  gives  them  great  plea- 
sure, and  I  am  directed  to  assure  you  that  the  exertions  of 
this  State  shall  not  be  wanting  to  render  your  efforts  in  the 
common  cause  successful. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  , 
"  To  the  Honle.  Genl.  Gates." 

The  Convention  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
residue  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  mariinl  held  at 
Fort  Montgomery  on  the  2nd  instant  and  afterwards. 

The  proceedings  of  ihe  said  court  martial  against  the 
said  Abraham  Middagh,  on  four  charges.  1st.  For  levying 
war  against  the  United  Slates  of  America.  2nd.  For  being 
an  enlisted  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  King  of  (iireat  Bri- 
tain. 3rd.  For  enlisting  men  in  the  service  of  the  said 
King.  4lh.  For  giving  aid,  assistance,  and  beinir  adherent 
to  and  secreting  the  enemies  of  the  said  Slates,  together 
with  the  defendant's  plea  and  the  evidence  against  liim. 
were  read. 

The  proceedings  against  Waller  Stouter,  charged  and 
tried  before  the  said  court  martial  for  aiding,  assisting  and 
being  adherent  to  the  enemies  of  the  Slate  of  New- York, 
whilst  owing  allegiance  to  the  laws  of  the  said  State,  to- 
gether with  liie  defendant's  plea  of  guilty,  were  read. 

By  the  said  proceedings  it  appears  thai  the  said  Abra- 
ham Middagh  is  found  guilty  of  aiding,  assisting,  giving 
comfort  and  being  adherent  lo  the  enemies  of  the  Stale  of 
New- York  in  the  Stale  of  New-York  alorcsaiil,  and  ac- 
quitted of  the  other  charges  against  liim. 

And  liiat  the  said  VV^alter  Stouter  is  found  guilty  of  the 
charge  made  against  him  ;  and  that  the  said  Abraham  Mid- 
dagh and  Waller  Siouler  are,  by  the  said  court,  sentenced 
to  suffer  the  pains  and  penalties  of  death,  by  being  seve- 
rally hanged  by  the  neck  until  they  arc  dead. 

The  said  two  several  sentences  severally  and  earli  by 
itself  considered  and  determined,  the  Convention  docs  ap- 
prove of  and  ratify  and  confirm  the  said  sentences;  but 
this  Convention  hoping  that  the  further  extension  of  mercy 
may  tend  to  induce  the  deluded  lo  return  to  a  sense  of  their 
duty, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Abraham  Middagh  and  Waller 
Stouter  be  pardoned  of  tlie  crimes  whereof  each  of  them 
rcs[)eclively  has  by  the  said  court  martial  been  convicted 
as  aforesaid. 

The  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial  against  Wil- 
liam Caldcr  and  James  Meikle,  on  the  three  first  mention- 
ed charges,  with  the  confessions  of  the  defendants  respec- 
tively, and  the  sentences  of  the  said  court  whereby  the  said 
two  defendants  are  respcclively  found  guilty  of  levying 
war  asainsl  the  United  Stales  of  America  in  the  State  of 
New-York,  and  thereby  adjudged  to  be  respectively  hanged 
by  the  neck  until  tlicy  are  dead,  were  read. 

"^I'lie  said  sentences  being  respectively  read,  were  ap- 
proved of  and  confirmed  ;  but  the  said  William  Calderand 
James  Mcrkle  being  by  the  said  court  martial,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  apparent  distress,  open  confession  and  pro- 
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niise  of  future  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New- 
Yurk,  having  recommended  ihem  to  mercy,  ' 

Hesolved,  That  liie  said  William  Calder  and  James 
Merkel  be  pardoned. 

'I'he  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial  against  Lodo- 
wick  Seely  and  John  Stokes,  tried  respectively  on  the 
three  first  charges  above  mentioned,  found  guiliy  respec- 
tively of  the  first  charge  against  them,  to  wit  :  for  levying 
war  against  the  United  States  of  America,  in  the  said  -State 
of  ^ew-York,  whilst  owing  allegiance  to  the  laws  of  the 
said  State,  together  with  the  sentence  of  the  said  court 
respectively  adjudging  them  guilty,  and  sentencing  each  of 
them  to  suffer  the  pains  and  penalties  of  death,  by  being 
hanged  by  the  neck  until  they  are  dead,  were  respectively 
and  separately  read  and  considered. 

Resolved,  That  the  sentence  of  the  said  court  martial 
as  to  each  of  them,  the  said  Lodowick  Seely  and  John 
Stokes  be,  and  hereby  is,  reversed. 

A  list  of  the  several  prisoners  under  sentence  of  death, 
whose  sentences  are  confirmed,  and  who  are  pardoned,  or 
resolved  to  be  pardoned,  being  made  by  order  ;  their  names 
are  as  follows,  viz :  John  Van  Vleet,  William  McGinnis, 
Cornelius  Furler,  Coenradt  Misener,  Andries  Keyser, 
John  Rapelye,  Silvester  Vanderiiierkan,  Jacobus  Rosa, 
Jacob  Middagh,  Jacobus  Langyou,  Arthur  iVIcKinney  ; 
[confirmed  May  3rd,]  Silas  Gardener,  Frederick  Keyser, 
Richard  Oakley,  and  Abraham  Middagh. 

The  question  being  put,  whether  any  more  than  Rosa 
and  Middagh  be  hanged,  it  was  carried  that  no  more  be 
hanged.  Dissenting — General  Scott,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr. 
G.  Livingston,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Robert  Harper,  Mr. 
Dunscomb,  Mr.  Bleeckcr. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  named  persons  be  pardoned, 
except  Rosa  and  Middagh  ;  but  that  the  said  pardons  be 
withheld  from  them,  during  the  discretion  of  the  Conven- 
tion, or  Council  of  Safety,  or  Governor  of  this  State  ;  and 
that  the  members  and  Secretaries  of  Convention  pledge 
their  honours  in  the  mean  time,  to  keep  the  said  pardons 
secret. 

Messrs.  Scott,  G.  Livingston  and  Bleeker  dissent  as  to 
the  granting  of  the  pardons. 

Resolved,  That  with  respect  to  all  the  other  prisoners 
sentenced  to  die,  and  pardoned,  it  be  in  the  discretion  of 
the  Council  of  Safety,  or  Governor  of  this  State,  to  deliver 
their  pardons  and  discharge  them,  when  it  shall,  to  the 
said  Council  or  Governor,  appear  most  expedient :  And 
that  the  said  Council  of  Safety  have  the  like  conlroul  over 
the  sentences  and  proceedings  of  courts  martial,  as  this 
Convention  possesses  ;  and  at  iheir  discretion  to  determine 
the  powers  granted  to  the  said  courts  by  the  Convention, 
before  the  expiration  of  the  time  limited  for  their  duration. 

Monday  Afternoon,  May  12,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

P»ESEKT — General  Ten  Brneck,  President. 

Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Colo.  Brasher,  Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Dunscomb — Aeir-Vork. 
Major  Lawrence — Queens, 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Bleecker,  Mr.  H.  Livings- 
too — Albany. 

Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Mr.  Sacket,  Capt.  John  Schenk — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Xewkerk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Miller— Su/oik. 

Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Tompkins — IVcstchester.  '  ',     .'  fi 

Major  Tarks,  Colo.  De  Will— Ulster. 

Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Clarke— Orange. 

Mr.  Tompkins,  from  a  committee  for  that  purpose  ap- 
pointed, reported  a  set  of  resolutions  for  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  settle  and  pay  off  the  accounts  of  sun- 
dry of  the  inhabilants  in  Westchester  county,  for  forasjing, 
&c.  &c.  The  consideration  of  the  same  postponed  till  lo- 
morroMT. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Jay, 


The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  so  much 
of  General  George  Clinton's  letter  of  the  ihli  instant,  as 
relates  to  his  resignation  of  his  coiniiiission  of  brigadier- 
general  of  the  militia  of  Ulster  and  Orange  county. 

Mr.  Jay  moved  that  General  Clmion's  resiiinaliun  be  not 
accepted,  and  that  a  committee  be  appuimed  to  draft  a 
letter  to  him,  assigning  the  reasons  lor  this  refusal ;  and 
among  others,  that  the  high  sense  this  Hunse  entertain  of 
his  abilities  to  serve  his  country  in  this  uriportaiit  hour, 
lorbid  their  complying  with  his  request. 

Debates  arose,  wliether  the  House  has  a  riL'lit  to  refuse 
to  accept  of  the  said  resignation.  Thereupon, 

Mr.  Jay  moved,  and  was  seconded,  for  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  may  of  right  refuse  to 
accept  the  resignation  of  the  commissions,  bv  ihein  granted 
to  the  brigadier-generals  of  ihe  miliiia  of  this  Slate. 

Mr.  Tredwell  then  moved  that  the  question  on  the  said 
motion  be  not  now  put. 

Debates  arose,  and  the  question  beins  put  thereon,  it 
was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  the  following  manner,  to 
wit : 


For  the  affirmative. 

i;ijter,   4 

Albany,   6 

Orange,  3 

13 


For  the  negative. 

Dutchess   5 

Sufiolk,   4 

New- York,    S 

Genl.  Scott,  Col.  Brasher 
and  Mr.  Harper  iliasenl- 
ing.  — 
17 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Jay's  motion,  and 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  affirmative. 

Dutchess,    5 

Suffolk,    4 

New-Vork,   8 

Ulster,   4 


For  the  negative. 

Albany,   6 

Orange   3 


22 

Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  may  of  right  refuse  to 
accept  the  resignation  of  commissions  by  iliem  granted  to 
the  brigadier-generals  of  the  militia  of  this  State. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Jay, 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  part 
of  General  Clinton's  letter,  be  postponed  till  to-morrow 
morning. 


TUESDAY  MORNING, 

Maij  mh,  1777. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Opened  with  prayer  by  the  Revd.  Doct.  Rogers. 

Phesent — General  Ten  Broeck,  President. 

Mr.  Jay,  Colo.  Lott,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Capt.  Rutzers,  Mr.  Beekman, 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Colo.  Brasher — Neiv-Yurk. 
Major  Lawrence — Queens. 
Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Wisner — Orange. 

Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Bleecker,  Col.  Livingston — 
.Albany. 

Mr.  G.  Liviiigston,  Mr.  Sackett,  Capt.  John  Schenk — Dutchess. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Newkerk — Tryon. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Miller— SuJfo//c. 

Mr.  Morris,  Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Tompkins — Westchester. 

Major  Tappen,  Major  Parks,  Colo.  De  Witt — Ulster. 

The  petition  of  Jacobus  Rosa  and  Jacob  Middagh,  sen- 
tenced to  be  hanged  this  day,  praying  for  a  few  days'  re- 
spite, was  read  and  rejected  ;  Capt.  Rutgers,  Colonel  Li- 
vingston and  Mr.  Wisner  dissenting. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Hendrick  Crispel,  Wil-  ' 
iiam  Tiels,  Junr.  and  Frederick  Keyser,  who  were  seve- 
rally convicted  of  treason  against  this  Slate,  and  are  par- 
doned by  this  Convention,  be  immediately  discharged,  and 
that  they  call  upon  the  Secretaries  this  evening  for  their 
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pardons.  And  that  John  Low,  Edward  Wood,  Edward 
Wood,  Junr.  and  Jonathan  Oakley,  wlio  were  re.-ipectively 
tried  for  treason,  and  acqniiied,  be  discliar£;ed. 

Resolved,  Tliat  Major  Van  Zandt  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Liv- 
ingston, be  added  as  members  to  the  Council  of  Safety  of 
this  State. 

Mr.  Sacket,  a  member  of  the  committee  appointed  last 
winter  to  superintend  an  expedition  into  Westcliester  coun- 
ty, informed  the  House  that  the  said  committee,  in  order 
to  collect  intelligence,  were  under  the  necessity  of  employ- 
ing a  person  for  that  purpose,  who  hath  devoted  his  time 
to  the  business,  and  much  exposed  iiimself  to  danger : 
Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  into  the 
hands  of  Jonathan  G.  Tompkins,  Esq.  another  member  of 
the  said  committee,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  to  be 
by  him  paid  to  the  said  person  employed  by  the  said  com- 
mittee as  aforesaid,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

As  by  the  35ih  section  of  the  constitution  established 
by  this  Convention,  it  is  ordained,  "  That  the  resolves  or 
resolutions  of  the  Congresses  of  the  Colonv  of  New-York, 
and  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New-York  now  in 
force  and  not  repugnant  to  the  government  established  by 
the  said  constitution,  shall  be  considered  as  making  part  | 
of  the  laws  of  this  State  ;"  and  as  the  said  resolves  and  \ 
resolutions  are  at  present  in  such  a  state,  that  the  Council  | 
of  Safely,  or  future  Legislature  of  this  Stale,  cannot  pos- 
sibly, without  great  loss  of  time  and  uncertainty,  determine 
which  of  the  aforesaid  resolves  and  resolutions  are  still  in 
force  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Tappen  and  Mr.  Tredwell  be  a  com- 
mittee to  revise  the  above  referred  to  resolves  and  resolu- 
tions carefully,  and  with  all  possible  despatch  to  digest  and 
form  an  inde.^c  to  the  same,  and  that  they  be  empowered  to 
employ  one  or  more  clerks  for  that  purpose. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  Mor- 
gan Lewis,  deputy  quarter-mastcr-gcncral,  requesting  a 
quantity  of  junk  for  the  use  of  the  artillery  in  the  northern 
department,  report : 

"  That  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  junk  on  board  of  the 
Continental  brig,  which  can  be  spared  to  Mr.  Lewis,  and 
leave  a  sufficient  supply  for  the  Continental  Irigates. 

"Your  committee  further  report,  that  by  information, 
there  is  four  coils  of  white  rope  at  Poughkecpsie,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  made  by  General  Scliuvler  for  the  use 
of  the  artillery  in  the  northern  department.  ' 

The  foregoing  report  being  read,  was  referred  to  the 
Council  of  Safety. 

The  petition  of  Cadwallader  Colden,  John  Cuinming, 
and  six  others,  confined  in  Kmgston  jail,  dated  the  11th 
May  instant,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Garret  Freer,  a  prisoner  now  confined  in 
the  jail  below,  be  discharged,  on  being  admonished  and 
paying  his  fees.    Mr.  Bleecker  disseniins- 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  De  Wit  and  .Major  Tappen  be 
a  committee  to  confine  Cadwaliader  Coldon,  John  Gum- 
ming, Alexander  Cruikshank  and  Richardson  Thurman, 
in  some  house  in  the  vicinity  of  Kingston,  under  such  re- 
strictions as  the  committee  may  tiiinK  proper. 

The  Convention  were  informed  that  the  galleys  in  Hud- 
son's river  are  completely  armed  and  fitted,  and  only  want 
men. 

Thereupon,  Mr.  Morris  was  appointed  to  write  a  letter 
to  the  Board  of  War,  to  assist  Captain  Cook  to  get  men 
for  the  galleys  in  Hudson's  river. 

Whereas  a  committee  was  appointed  by  this  Conven- 
tion for  removing  the  grain  and  lorage,  and  also  the  well 
affected  inhabitants  from  the  lower  parts  of  the  county  of 
Westchester,  and  the  debts  contracted  in  executing  the  said 
resolution  remain  still  unpaid,  to  the  great  damage  of  in- 
dividuals and  injury  to  the  public  cause  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Jonathan  G.  Tompkins,  Richard  Hat- 
field and  Philip  Pell,  Junior,  or  any  two  of  them,  be,  and 
ihey  hereby  are,  appointed  commissioners  to  settle  the  ac- 
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counts  of  said  committee,  and  to  pay  off  all  just  demands 
against  them  for  such  forage  and  grain,  or  for  assisting  in 
removing  the  same  ;  and  likewise  for  assisting,  at  the  re- 
quest of  said  comtnittee  in  removing  the  well  affected  in- 
habitants as  aforesaid  ;  and  that  the  said  commissioners  be, 
and  they  hereby  are,  empowered  to  draw  upon  the  trea- 
sury of  this  State,  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  six  thousand 
pounds,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid;  and  if  the  said  sum  of 
si.Y  thousand  pounds  shall,  upon  the  settlement  of  said  ac- 
counts, be  found  insufficient  for  discharging  all  the  just 
demands  aforesaid,  that  they  be  empowered,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Council  of  Satety,  to  draw  upon  the  treasury  for 
such  further  sum  or  sums  as  shall  be  found  to  be  necessary 
for  that  purpose  ;  and  that  the  said  commissioners  do,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  give  a  true  and  full  account  of  their  pro- 
ceedings to  the  Council  of  Satety  or  future  Ijcgislature  of 
this  State. 

Resolved,  That  where  the  prices  of  the  grain  or  forage 
aforesaid,  have  not  been  agreed  on  by  the  said  committee 
and  the  proprietors  thereof,  the  said  commissioners  be  em- 
powered to  allow  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  county  for 
every  bushel  of  wheat,  seven  shillings  ;  for  every  bushel  of 
rye,  five  shiUings  ;  for  every  bushel  of  oats,  three  shil- 
lings and  six  pence  ;  for  every  bushel  of  Indian  corn,  five 
shillings  ;  for  every  bushel  of  buckwheat,  three  shillings  ; 
for  every  bushel  of  salt,  twenty  shillings  ;  for  every  hide, 
thirty  shillings  ;  and  for  overy  hundred  weight  of  hay,  five 
shillings  ;  and  that  the  said  commissioners  keep  a  separate 
account  of  the  charges  of  removing  the  well  affected  inha- 
bitants of  said  county. 

Ordered,  That  the  commissioners  above  named,  do  di- 
rect and  order  all  the  salt  by  them  taken  and  collected  as 
aforesaid,  to  be  transported  to  Kingston,  to  be  disposed  of 
as  the  Council  of  Safety  or  future  Legislature  of  this  State 
shall  direct. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  that  part 
of  General  George  Clinton's  letter,  which  relates  to  his 
resignation,  &cz. 

Resolved,  That  General  George  Clinton's  resignation 
be  not  accepted,  and  that  the  Council  of  Safely  write  to 
him,  assigning  the  reasons  for  this  refusal,  and  among 
others  that  the  high  sense  this  Convention  entertain  of  his 
abilities  to  serve  his  country  at  this  important  hour,  forbid 
their  complying  with  his  request  at  present. 

Mr.  Abraham  Yates  brought  in  a  report  for  electing 
Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor,  which  was  read,  and 
postponed  till  afternoon. 

A  letter  from  Isaac  Paris,  dated  8th  May,  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Council  of  Safely. 

Ordered,  That  the  doorkeeper  call  on  Colonel  Snyder 
and  direct  him  to  attend  this  Conuention  at  3  o'clock  this 
afternoon. 

Resolved,  That  either  of  the  commissioners  in  Ulster 
county,  appointed  to  take  charge  and  dispose  of  the  per- 
sonal property  of  persons  gone  over  to  the  enemy,  be  em- 
powered to  inspect  into  and  determine  what  effects  Mrs. 
Clopper  ought  to  be  permitted  to  remove  to  Poughkeepsie 

ToESDAT  Afternoon,  May  13,  1777. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Phesent — Brigr.  Genl.  Ten  Broecli,  President. 

Gen.  Scott,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  R.  Harper,  Mr.  Vao  Zandt,  Mr.  Beekman — 
Kcw-York. 
Mr.  Newkerk,  Mr.  W.  Harper — Tnjon. 
Gen).  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Bleecker — Albany. 
Mr.  Gil.  Livingston,  Mr.  Sackett,  Mr.  Jno.  Schenk — Dutchess. 
Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Wisner— Orangf. 
Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  MiUer— Sajo/fc. 
Judge  Graham,  Mr.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Morris — Westchester. 
Colo.  De  "Witt,  Major  Tappen,  Major  Parks— l//s<cr. 

The  President  informed  the  Convention  that  the  door- 
keeper reported  that  Colonel  Snyder's  family  informed  him 
that  the  Colonel  is  not  returned  from  Fort  Montgomery. 
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Hesoh'ed  and  Ordered,  That  the  subject  mailer  of  the 
arreit  of  Colo.  De  Wilt,  one  of  the  members  of  this  Con- 
Tcniion,  by  order  of  Colonel  tsnyder  or  one  of  llic  officers 
under  liis  command,  be  referred  lo  the  Council  of  Safely, 
to  hear  and  determine  thereon. 

A  letter  from  Isaac  Paris,  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  Tryon  county,  dated  the  8lh  instant,  with  a  long  post- 
script, requesting  a  parly  of  rangers  to  be  raised  and  em- 
ployed in  that  county,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  22  commissions  in  addition  to  28  already 
issued,  be  sent  to  the  commilice  of  Tryon  county,  and 
that  the  residue  of  tlie  said  letter  be  referred  to  the  Council 
of  Safely. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany  dated  the  12th 
instant,  was  read,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Gent — I  am  directed  by  the  committee  to  enclose  you 
a  draft  on  the  President  of  the  Convention  for  one  thou- 
sand pounds,  which  you  will  please  to  send  up  with  the 
first  safe  opportunity. 

"  I  am,  gent,  your  humble  servt. 
"  By  order, 

MAT.  VISSCHER. 

"To  the  Deputies  of  the  County  of  Albany. 

"  N.  B.  The  loan  officers  have  a  large  sum  of  money 
on  hand." 

A  resolution  of  the  committee  of  Albany  requesting  an 
order  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  to  defray  the 
necessary  charges  of  the  county,  was  read,  and  follows, 
viz : 

"  Albany  Committee  Chamber,  ? 

"21st  ^fril,  m7.  i 
"  Pbesent — John  Barclay,  Esq.  Chairman. 

"  Genl.  Ten  Broeck,  Henry  Van  Vechten,  John  Price,  Jeremiah  Van 
Rensselaer,  Abraham  Ten  £yck,  Isaac  Van  Aernam,  Peter  Bratt, 
Henry  I.  Bogart,  John  i\I.  Beekman,  Garnt  Lansing,  Junr.  John  Tay- 
ler,  Henry  Wendell,  Peter  Ryckman,  Jacob  Lansing,  Jr.  John  Ja.  Beek- 
man. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  chairman  draw  on  the  President  of 
the  Convention  of  this  Slate  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
pounds,  to  defray  the  necessary  charges  of  the  county  and 
Slate  within  the  same. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes, 

"MAT.  VISSCHER,  -Secy." 
"  Sir — Please  to  pay  the  above  sum  of  one  thousand 

E)unds  to  Messrs.  Abraham  Yates,  Jr.  Abraham  Ten 
roeck  and  Robert  Yates,  or  either  of  them,  and  charge 
the  same  to  this  county. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servt. 
"  By  order, 
"JOHN  BARCLAY,  Chairman. 
"  Attest,  Mat.  Visscmer.  Secy. 
"To  the  President  of  the  Convention 

of  the  Sute  of  New-York." 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Abra- 
ham Yates,  Junr.  Abraham  Ten  Broeck  and  Robert  Yates, 
or  either  of  them,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  to  de- 
fray the  necessary  charges  of  the  said  county,  and  charge 
the  same  to  the  said  county  of  Albany,  to  be  raised  and  re- 
paid by  the  said  county,  at  such  time  and  in  such  manner 
as  a  future  Legislature  shall  direct.  And 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  of  Albany  render  a 
particular  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  former  sums 
of  money  advanced  to  them  by  the  representatives  of  this 
State,  and  also  of  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds 
above  mentioned,  lo  the  Council  of  Safety  or  future  Le- 
gislature of  this  State,  with  all  possible  despatch. 

Garrit  Freer,  a  prisoner  confined  in  the  jail  below,  was 
brought  up,  and  admonished  by  the  l^resident,  and  a  dis- 
charge for  him  delivered  lo  the  sherilF  on  his  paying  the 
fees  due. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed 
to  report  a  plan  for  the  management  of  Indian  affairs  in 
this  State,  do  report  to  the  Council  of  Safciv. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  be 
directed  to  prepare  the  boundaries  of  this  State  and  the 


evidence  thereof,  and  to  lay  the  same  before  the  Congress, 
if  it  shall  be  necessary,  prior  to  the  session  of  the  Lci^isla- 
ture  of  this  State. 

A  letter  from  Zcplianmli  Plair,  Matthew  Cantinc  and 
Egbert  Benson,  recommending  Henry  and  Joliii  Livinir-j- 
ton  as  agents  to  go  to  the  eastern  colonies  lo  i>urchasc  salt 
for  this  Stale,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  the  Council 
of  Safety. 

A  French  memorial  from  M.  Derdevens,  a  I'n^nch  no- 
tary public,  dated  the  6lh  of  May  instant,  was  rcjd  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Council  of  Safelv. 

General  Scott  had  leave  to  depart  on  piibln;  bu--iness. 

A  nuiTiber  of  pay  rolls  of  the  Tryon  county  raii'".Ts  were 
delivered  in  for  payment. 

Ordered,  That  ihey  be  retained  and  delivered  to  the 
Auditor-General  on  his  reiurn. 

The  resolutions,  giving  the  commissioners  for  sequester- 
ing the  personal  estates  of  persons  gone  over  to  ihe  ciieaiv, 
directions  with  respect  to  such  estates  as  may  be  claimed 
by  persons  not  gone  over  to  tiie  enemy,  and  aiuhorizing 
the  said  commissioners  to  lease  out  the  lands  and  tenements 
of  persons  gone  over  to  and  joined  the  enemy,  were  read, 
amended  and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Whereas  the  commissioners  appointed  to  dispose  of, 
and  preserve,  the  property  of  persons  gone  over  to  the 
enemy,  have  represented  to  this  Convention  that  thev  are 
at  a  loss  how  to  act  where  (as  frequently  happens)  ihc 
goods  to  be  disposed  of  are  claimed  by  persons  still  residing 
amongst  us.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  where  any  goods  above  the  value  of 
forty  pounds  taken  by  the  said  commissioners,  sliall  be 
claimed  by  virtue  of  a  bill  of  sale  or  otherwise,  and  the 
claimant  shall  show  probable  title  thereto;  that  llie  com- 
missioners shall  deliver  them  to  the  person  claiming  ihe 
same,  first  taking  security  that  they,  or  the  value  tiiercof, 
shall  be  forthcoming  whenever  called  for;  and  if  the  goods 
in  question  shall  not  exceed  the  value  of  forty  pounds,  that 
the  said  commissioners  shall  examine  tlie  party  claiming 
the  same,  on  oath,  touching  the  property,  and  if  it  shall 
appear  either  by  his  or  her  oath  or  otherwise,  that  tlie  claim 
is  juslly  founded,  shall  deliver  the  goods  so  claimed  to  the 
person  who  shall  appear  to  be  the  proprietors  thereof,  with- 
out demanding  any  security  for  the  same;  and  if  upon  such 
examination,  the  person  demanding  the  said  goods  shall 
refuse  to  be  examined  on  oath,  or  being  examined,  shall 
not  swear  that  he  or  she  is  proprietor  thereof,  that  the  said 
goods  shall  be  disposed  of  in  like  manner  as  it  no  such 
claim  had  been  set  up,  and  the  party  aggrieved  siiall  be  at 
liberty  to  institute  a  suit  in  any  court  ot  record  against  the 
said  commissioners  for  the  recovery  of  the  value  thereof, 
which  suit  shall  be  defended  at  the  expense  of  the  Stale ; 
and  in  all  cases  where  the  property  shall  exceed  the  value 
of  forty  pounds,  and  shall  be  delivered  to  the  person  claim- 
ing the  same  by  virtue  of  the  above  resolution,  the  com- 
missioners shall,  if  they  suspect  fraud  in  the  claimant, 
apply  to  the  Attorney-General  of  this  State,  who  shall 
bring  a  suit  for  the  recovery  of  the  said  goods,  in  the  name 
of  the  Treasurf  r  of  this  State,  in  any  court  of  law  or  equity 
within  the  same. 

Resolved.  That  the  commissioners  above  named,  be  di- 
rected and  empowered  to  lease  out  the  lands  and  tenements 
of  all  such  persons  as  already  have  gone,  or  hereafter  shall 
go  unto  and  jom  the  enemies  of  this  State,  under  moderate 
rent,  from  year  to  year,  to  persons  friendly  to  the  cause  of 
America,  and  who  will  covenant  to  keep  the  same  in  re- 
pair, and  to  suffer  no  waste  to  be  done  thereon  ;  provided 
always  that  the  said  commissioners  be  empowered  to  make 
such  reservations  as  they  shall  think  proper  for  the  subsis- 
tence of  the  families,  wiiicii  by  such  persons  may  be  left 
in  necessity. 

Resolved,  That  in  all  such  leases,  the  inhabitants  of  this 
State,  who  have  been  driven  from  their  habitations  by  the 
enemy,  should  be  preferred  by  the  commissioners  to  others 
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who  have  not  tliat  claim  to  the  favour  of  the  pubhc,  provi- 
ded tliey  apply  before  any  ciiErancrnent  shall  be  made  with 
other  persons  for  tlie  said  lands  and  tenements. 

Whereas  the  secret  committee  of  tiiis  Convention  ap- 
pointed in  June  last  past,  for  obsiructinij  the  navigation  of 
Hudson's  river,  have  not  for  several  reasons  been  able  to 
report  their  proceedinss  : 

Resolved,  That  the  s;iid  committee  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  directed  to  report  llicir  proceedings  to  the  Council 
of  Safety  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  this  Convention 
proceed  to  elect  Delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  Con- 
gress. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  following,  to 
wit : 

For  the  affirmative.  For  the  negative. 

■Westchester,  4      Suffolk  4 

Dutchess,   Orange,  3 

New- York,   8  — 

Ulster,   4  7 

—         Albany  divided. 
21 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jay, 
Resolved,  That  five  Delegates  be  elected  bv  ballot  to 
represent  this  State  in  Congress,  until  the  Legislature  of 
this  State  shall  at  their  first  meeting  make  further  provi- 


sion ;  that  three  at  least  of  the  said  Dclc!iates  shall  statedly 
attend  ;  and  that  any  two,  or  more  of  ihciti  so  attending, 
be  a  quorum,  and  enabled  to  represent  and  yive  llie  vote 
of  this  State  in  Congress. 

The  ballots  of  the  several  counties  bcinij  taken  and  told, 
it  appears  that  the  Honourable  Philip  «cluiyl(-r,  Philip 
Livingston,  James  Duane,  William  Ducr  and  t.uvcinciir 
Morris,  Esquires,  were  duly  elected  to  be  tlie  said  Dele- 
gates. Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  gentlemen  above  nainnl.  iic  ihe 
present  Delegates  of  this  Slate  in  Congres.s,  una  iiiat  the 
said  Delegates  do  from  time  to  time  give  their  atiemiance 
in  Congress,  according  to  the  orders  of  the  Council  ol 
Safety  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  die  thanks  of  the  Reprcscniaiives  of 
this  State  in  Convention,  be  given  to  Philip  Livmrrston, 
James  Duane,  John  Jay,  William  Floyd,  Henry  \^  isner, 
Philip  Schuyler,  George  Clinton,  Lewis  Morris.  Francis 
Lewis  and  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Junr.  Esquires,  Dele- 
gates of  this  State  in  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, for  their  long  and  faithful  services  rendered  to  the 
Colony  of  New- York,  and  to  the  said  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  do  transmit  the  same  pro- 
perly attested  to  each  of  the  said  Delegates. 

Resolved,  and  Ordered,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  do 
assemble  at  this  place  to-morrow  morning  at  nine  o'clock. 

The  Convention  then  dissolved. 
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DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

May  14,  1777. 
The  members  of  the  Council  of  Safety  met,  vizt : 
Genl.  Scott,  Major  Tappen, 

Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Robt.  Harper, 

Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Living3ton, 

Colo.  De  Witt,  Major  Van  Zandt. 

For  want  of  another  member  to  make  a  quorum,  adjourn- 
ed till  four  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Die  Mercurii,  4  ho.  P.  M.  May  14,  1777. 

The  following  members  of  the  Council  of  Safety  met 
pursuant  to  adjournment : 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Genera!  Scott,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Abm. 
Tales,  Colonel  De  Witt.  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Gilbt- 
Livingston,  Major  Van  Zandt. 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esquire,  was  unanimously  elected 
President  of  the  Council. 

John  McKesson  and  Robert  Benson  Secretaries,  and 
Thomas  Peltit,  doorkeeper. 

Barent  Van  Denburgh  and  Robert  R.  Vandusen,  two 

f)ersons  from  the  manor  of  Livingston,  who  had  been  de- 
uded  and  have  returned  to  their  allegiance,  applied  to 
Convention  for  the  benefit  of  the  ordinance  passed  by  the 
Convention  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  instant.  They  took 
the  oath  of  allegiance  before  .Major  Tappen  and  severally 
subscribed  the  same  on  a  roll.  And  tliey  severally  sub- 
scribed, in  his  presence,  a  certificate  acknowledging  that 
they  have  severally  received  and  claimed  the  benefit  of  llie 
said  ordinance,  and  taken  the  oatli  of  allegiance  to  this 
State  and  received  their  pardons  respectively.  Thereupon 
a  pardon  was  delivered  to  the  said  Barent  V  an  Dcnbergii  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  The  Council  of  Safely  for  the  State  of  New-York,  to 
all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  send  grfiting  : 
"  Whereas  the  Convention  of  the  htale  of  iXcw-Vork 
did,  on  the  tenth  day  ot  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seveiuy-seven,  make  and  pub- 
lish '  a  declaration  or  ordinance,'  offering  free  pardon  to 
such  of  the  subjects  of  the  said  8tate  as  having  committed 
treasonable  acts  against  the  same,  should  return  to  tiieir 
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allegiance  :  And  whereas  it  hath,  in  the  manner  prescrib- 
ed by  the  said  ordinance,  been  certified  to  the  said  Council 
that  Barent  Van  Denbergh,  late  of  the  manor  of  Living- 
ston, having  committed  treasonable  acts  against  the  said 
State,  and  being  desirous  of  returning  to  his  allegiance, 
hath  taken  the  oath  in  the  said  ordinance  specified  and  in 
all  things  complied  with  the  terms  thereof; 

"  Know  ye  that  the  said  Council,  in  pursuance  of  the 
direction  of  the  said  ordinance,  doth  hereby  fully  and  freelv 
pardon  all  and  every  treasonable  acts  and  deeds  by  the  said 
Baient  Van  Denbergh  against  the  said  Slate  of  New-York, 
committed  before  the  said  tenth  day  of  May,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven. 

"  And  the  said  Barent  Vandenbergh  is  restored  to  a  par- 
ticipation of  all  the  rights,  liberties  and  privileges  apper- 
taining to  the  good  people  of  the  said  State  of  Mew- V  ork. 

"  In  witness  whereof,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esquire, 
President  of  the  Council,  hath  hereunto  subscribed  his 
name  in  the  said  Council,  the  fourteenth  day  of  May,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-seven." 

A  similar  pardon,  mutatis  mutandis,  was  also  given  to 
the  said  Robt.  R.  Van  Dusen. 

A  letter  from  Zephaniah  Plait,  Mathew  Cantine  and 
Egbert  Benson,  dated  the  thirteenth  instant,  and  recom- 
mending Henry  and  John  Livingston  to  be  sent  to  Boston 
for  salt,  was  read,  and  follows,  vizt  : 

"  Rkinebeck,  May  IZth,  1777. 

"  Sir — Messrs.  Jfenry  and  John  Livingston  inform  us, 
there  are  considerable  quantities  of  salt  in  the  eastern  Slates ; 
lhat  it  may  be  procured  reasonably,  and  are  willing  to  con- 
tract with  Convention  upon  being  allowed  proper  commis- 
sions to  bring  a  quantity  into  this  Slate. 

'■  We  conceive  it  a  matter  of  such  importance  that  we 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  recommending  the  measure  to  the 
attention  of  Convention,  and  the  above  gentlemen  as  pro- 
per persons  to  be  employed  in  the  business. 
"  We  remain  your  most  obcdt.  servts. 

"  ZEPHA.  PLATT,  Jr. 
"  MATHEW  CANTINE, 
"  EGBT.  BENSON. 

"  To  the  Honble.  Adhaha.m  Ten  Broeck,  Esqr. 

President  of  the  Convention,  Kingston."  ,., 


•  v;..,  : 


,  I'rMvv.f.v-.: 
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Thereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jay, 

Kf solved.  That  six  thousand  bushels  of  salt  be  purchased 
in  Massachusetts  Bay,  or  some  otiier  of  the  eastern  States, 
and  transported  into  this  State  for  tiie  use  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof. 

Tlie  Council  were  informed  by  a  member  sent  to  confer 
with  Messrs.  Henry  and  Joim  Livingston,  that  if  they 
should  be  employed  to  purchase  and  transport  salt,  they 
would  expect  to  receive  commissions,  as  well  on  all  ex- 
pense and  disbursements  for  transportation,  as  on  the  pur- 
chase money,  and  conceive  five  per  cent  commissions  to 
be  no  more  than  a  compensation,  even  if  the  quantity  to  be 
purchased  had  been  10,000  busliels. 

A  majority  of  the  members  of  Council  being  of  opinion 
that  the  commissions  above  proposed  will  be  too  great  an 
expense,  Mr.  Jay  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  ftlr.  Gil- 
bert Livingston,  that  four  per  cent  commissions  be  allowed 
to  Messrs.  John  and  Henry  Livingston,  for  purchasing  and 
transporting  salt  to  such  part  of  this  State  as  this  Council 
of  Safety  may  direct. 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  it  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive as  follows,  vizt : 


For  the  negative. 
Geal.  Scott, 
Colo.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Abm.  Yates, 
Major  Tappen, 
Major  Vaa  Zandt. 


For  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Gil.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Robt.  Harper. 


On  motion, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  three  per  cent  commis- 
sions be  allowed  to  Messrs.  Henry  and  John  Livingston  for 
that  business,  if  they  shall  choose  to  undertake  and  manage 
the  same  effectually. 

Accounts  of  the  services  of  militia,  who  have  served 
under  Colonel  Robert  Van  Rensselaer  at  sundry  times, 
were  exhibited  for  payment. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Tappen  and  Robt.  Harper  be  a 
committee  to  examine  and  audit  the  said  pay  and  subsis- 
tence rolls. 

Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  has  leave  of  absence  until  next 
Monday  morning. 

Mr.  Abraham  Yates  has  leave  of  absence,  to  depart 
when  Mr.  Cantine  shall  attend,  and  to  be  absent  seven 
days  from  the  time  of  his  departure. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  no.  a.  m. 

MaT/  15,  1777. 
The  Council  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PmsENT— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  Presiricnt. 
Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Morris.  Mr. 
Jay,  Major  Van  ZaniJt,  .Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  .Mr.  Cantine. 

Colonel  Abraham  P.  Lott  delivered  in  a  report  and  pro- 
posals for  purchasing  salt  for  this  State,  which  were  read. 
Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Colo.  Loit  be  and  he  is  hereby  appoint- 
ed to  purchase  salt  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
State  ;  that  he  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  nnd  empowered 
to  purchase  and  transport,  to  sucii  place  or  places  in  this 
State,  six  thousand  bushels  of  salt  for  the  use  aforesaid  • 
and  that  he  be  allowed  two  and  a  half  per  cent  commis- 
sions on  all  costs  and  charges  attending  the  purchase  and 
transportation  of  such  salt. 

That  Colo.  Lott  be  requested  and  empowered  to  apply 
to  Joseph  Trumbull,  Esquire,  Commissary-General,  or  any 
other  person  who  can  give  informaiion  on  that  subject, 
whether  any  part  of  the  salt,  for  the  importation  of  'vhich 
he  contracted  with  this  State,  is  imported.  That  Colo. 
Lott  forward  to  the  same  place  all  such  salt  contracted  for 
as  aforesaid  as  may  be  arrived  ;  and  that  he  be  allov,'ed  the 
like  commission  of  two  and  a  lialf  per  cent  for  his  trouble 
in  forwarding  and  transporting  the  salt  last  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 


Colo.  Lott,  or  his  order,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  and 
transporting  salt  to  this  State,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money, 
in  the  whole  not  exceeding  thirteen  thousand  pounds. 

Resolved,  That  Major  Tappen  be  added  to  the  commit- 
tee of  correspondence  appointed  by  the  late  Convention,  in 
the  stead  of  Colonel  Allison. 

Resolved,  That  Major  Tappen  be  directed  lo  pay  all  ex- 
press riders  employed  by  this  Council,  or  the  co'inmittee 
of  correspondence  ;  and  that  he  be  empowered  lo  draw 
out  of  the  treasury  of  this  State  such  sum  or  sums  of 
money  as  he  may  require  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  the  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  in 
this  State  do  cleanse  and  repair  the  jails  in  such  couniies 
respectively,  and  make  proper  enclosures  to  the  same,  at 
the  public  expense. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  John  Henry,  commissary  of  cioihir.cr, 
dated  the  thirtieth  instant,  on  the  subject  of  blankets  and 
stockings,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit ; 

"Fishkill,  nth  Ma<j,  1777. 

"  Dr  Sir — 1  am  now  again  under  the  necessity  to  trou- 
ble you  about  that  two  thousand  dollars,  which  Mr.  Roose- 
velt was  to  have  advanced  me,  by  order  of  the  House  ;  at 
present  am  in  advance,  which  money  am  obliged  lo  mv 
friends  in  this  place  for.  Therefore  would  consider  it  as  an 
act  of  kindness  to  pay  some  attention  in  supplying  me  wi;h 
such  sums  as  the  nature  of  the  business,  in  which  1  at  pre- 
sent act  in,  requires.  1  expect  a  parcel  of  shoes,  stockings, 
&c.  from  the  Bay  government,  in  a  few  days,  which  arlicies 
I  contracted  for  about  5  weeks  ago ;  should  they  coRie  to 
hand  agreeable  to  my  contract,  unless  your  Honourable 
House  think  proper  to  speedily  send  me  a  supply  of  cash, 
must  let  them  go. 

"  The  several  following  accounts  will,  I  suppose,  be 
presented  to  your  House  for  payment  in  the  course  of  some 
days,  which  arc  as  follows  : 

"  Robt.  Boyd  for  108  blankets  and  199  pair  stockings  ; 
Elihu  Marvin  35  blankets,  and  S3  pair  second  hand  ;  Jotin 
Coe,  Esqr.  55  blankets  and  100  pair  second  hand,  and  vet 
remained  without  any  regular  bill  of  tlic  above  accounts,  have 
which  renders  it  impracticable  for  me  to  comply  witli  t!:e 
resolves  of  the  lOih  ulto.  until  furnished  with  regular  ac- 
counts from  the  different  chairmen  in  their  respective  dis- 
tricts, of  the  above  articles,  particularly  the  blankets  and 
coverlets. 

"  The  canteens  which  Mr.  Curtenius  has  forwarded  to 
this  place,  with  prime  costs  and  charges,  will  cost  the  sol- 
diers 5i.  \d.  so  as  to  save  the  State  from  loss ;  they  come 
extremely  high  ;  however  I  shall  abide  by  the  resolve  of 
the  11th  ullo.  until  further  orders.  As  the  business  which  I 
now  transact  for  this  State  in  the  clothing  department  was 
derived  under  the  present  Convention,  would  be  extremely 
obliged  to  your  Honourable  House  to  inform  ine  under 
what  authority  I  am  to  act  should  a  dissolution  of  the  same 
take  place,  which  I  understand  will  be  the  case  in  a  few 
days  ;  therefore  you  will  not  take  it  amiss  that  [  should  ask 
such  request,  as  any  suspension  of  my  business  would  un- 
doubtedly be  very  detrimental  to  me  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances. My  family  is  to  be  supported  in  tiie  Jerseys, 
while  I  am  here  acting  for  the  public.  The  expense  of 
supporting  ano  defraying  the  former  and  the  latter  at  the 
very  extravagant  rate  (every  thing  which  contributes  to  the 
essential  comforts  of  life)  are  to  be  purchased  at,  would  be 
impracticable  for  any  honest  man  to  perform  ;  and  as  it  is 
well  known  to  a  number  of  the  gentlemen  in  your  House 
that  I  have  sacrificed  my  every  thing  for  the  public  good  of 
this  country,  would  flatter  myself  that  my  friends  will  not 
leave  me  destiiute  of  some  genteel  means  of  supporting 
myself  and  family. 

"  I  am,  worthy  sir, 

"  Your  most  obedt.  hble.  servt. 

"JOHN  HENRY. 

"  Col.  Ten  Bboece,  Esqr.  President." 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  supply  him  with  the  ac 
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count  of  blankets  and  stockings,  and  by  whom  furnished 
and  the  price. 

A  recommendation  from  the  sub-committee  at  Haver- 
straw, signed  by  Claus  Van  Houlen,  their  chairman,  was 
read,  and  follows  in  tlie  words,  to  wit : 
"  To  the  Honourable  the  Convcniion 

"  of  the  State  oC  iv<j«-- Vork,  kc.  Jkc.  ^cc. 

"  The  committee  of  ihc  precinct  of  Haverstraw  finding 
that  it  is  necessary  to  have  some  new  olficers  in  the  militia 
of  Colo.  Hay's  regiment,  humbly  requests  that  commis- 
sions may  be  sent  for  the  following  persons,  vizt :  Lieut. 
Garret  Eckerson  to  be  capm. ;  Lieut.  Roger  Osborn,  first 
lieut. ;  Paul  Vander  Voorst,  second  lieut. ;  Benjamin  Coe, 
ensign. 

"  The  reason  for  having  a  new  corps  of  officers  in  this 
company  are,  that  Captn.  Rinear  Quackenbus,  who  had 
the  command  of  the  companv,  is  by  sickness  become  in- 
firm and  unable  to  serve,  therefore  is  desirous  of  resigning, 
and  his  rank  falls  to  said  Eckerson.  Lieut.  Jacob  Tenike 
begs  it  as  a  favour  to  be  permitted  to  resign  his  commis- 
sion, and  offers  to  fall  into  the  ranks  and  do  his  duty  as  a 
faithful  soldier  to  his  couniry  ;  pleads  ignorance  of  military 
discipline.    These  are  the  true  reasons  given  to  us. 

"  The  first  mentioned  persons  we  know  to  be  trusty  and 
true  to  the  United  States. 

"CLAUS  VAN  HOUTEX, 
"  Chairman  of  the  Sub-Committee." 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  commissions  issue  to  the 
said  gentlemen,  to  wit  :  To  Garret  Eckerson,  as  captain  ; 
to  Roger  Osborn,  first  lieutenant ;  to  Paul  Vandervoort, 
second  lieutenant,  and  Benjamin  Coe,  ensign,  of  the  com- 
pany in  Colo.  Hay's  regiment,  whereof  Rynicr  Quacken- 
boss  was  late  captain. 

Adam  Kilmer  and  Peter  Butler  of  the  manor  of  Living- 
ston, who  have  been  deluded  and  have  returned  to  their 
allegiance,  applied  to  Convention  for  the  benefit  of  the  or- 
dinance passed  bv  the  Convention  on  the  tenth  instant. 
They  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  before  [Major  Tappen, 
and  severally  subscribed  the  same  on  a  roll  in  his  presence, 
as  also  a  certificate  acknowledning  that  ihev  have  severally 
received  and  claimed  the  benefit  of  the  said  ordinance,  and 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  tins  Stale,  and  received 
their  pardons  respectively. 

Major  Tappen,  from  the  committee  appointed  yester- 
day to  examine  the  pay  and  billeting  rolls  of  the  detach- 
ment of  militia  who  served  under  Colonel  Robt.  Van 
Rensselaer,  reported  that  they  examined  the  same,  and 
find  the  following  sums  due  on  the  said  rolls  respectively, 
to  wit : 

"  On  the  pay  and  billeting  roll  of  Captain  Casparus  Co- 
nine, the  sum  of  twenty-four  pounds  ten  siiiilings. 

"On  the  like  roll  of  Captain  Casper  Huyck,  the  sum 
of  thirteen  pounds  nine  shillings  and  eleven  pence  one  far- 
thin?. 

""On  the  like  roll  of  Capt.  Jacob  Philip,  the  sum  of 
thirty-five  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  two  pence. 

"  On  the  like  roll  of  Captain  Jeremy  Muller,  the  sum 
of  sixteen  pounds  three  shillings  and  eleven  pence. 

"  On  the  like  roll  of  Captain  Burlle,  the  sum  of  sixteen 
pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  ten  pence. 

"On  the  pay-roll  of  the  field  officers  of  the  said  de- 
tachment, the  sum  of  twenty-five  pounds  seventeen  siiil- 
lings  and  ten  pence  half-penny.  '  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  St.ite  pay  unto 
Colo.  Robt.  Van  Rensselaer,  the  said  several  and  respec- 
tive sums,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two  pounds  thirteen  siiillings  and  eii^ht  pence  three 
farthings,  to  be  by  the  said  Colo.  Van  Rensselaer  paid  to 
the  said  detachment  of  mililia  as  aforesaid. 

A  petition  of  William  McGinncs  and  John  Van  Vleet 
and  ten  other  persons  under  sentence  of  death,  praying  to 
be  forgiven,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 


A  petition  of  Solomon  Combs  and  ten  others,  prisoners 
at  Kingston,  praying  a  discharge,  was  read. 
Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

A  draft  of  a  dedimus  polestatem  to  administer  oaths  to 
the  several  officers  of  government,  was  read,  and  follows, 
vi/t: 

"  The  Council  of  Safety  of  the  Stale  of  New-  York, 
send  greeting :  To 

"  Whereas  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New- York, 
by  an  ordinance  for  organizing  and  establishing  the  ^lovern- 
ment  agreed  to  by  the  said  Convention,  made  and  publish- 
ed at  Kingston,  on  the  eighth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven, 
did  resolve,  that  each  and  every  of  the  persons  ii/and  by 
the  said  ordinance  appointed  to  be  officers  in  tins  State, 
should,  before  the  said  Council  of  Safety,  or  such  person 
as  should  be  by  them  appointed,  take  and  subscribe  the 
oaths  in  and  by  the  said  ordinance  prescribed  to  be  admi- 
nistered to  the  said  officers  respectively.  The  said  Coun- 
cil do,  therefore,  by  these  presents,  authorize  and  empower 
you  the  said  and  each  and  every  of  you,  jointly 

or  severally,  to  administer  to  the  judges,  siienffs  and 
clerk,  by  the  said  ordinance  appointed  for  the  county  of 
and  cause  them  to  subscribe  the  oaths  di- 
rected by  the  said  ordinance  to  be  by  them  respectively 
taken  and  subscribed  :  and  that  you  and  each  and  every  of 
you  do,  without  delay,  make  known  to  the  said  council, 
the  manner  in  which  you  and  each  of  you  shall  have  exe- 
cuted the  tiust  and  authority  hereby  committed  to  vou. 

"  In  witness  whereof,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esquire, 
President  of  the  said  Council,  hath  hereunto  subscribed  his 
name  in  the  said  Council,  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  1777."' 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  prepare, 
and  the  President  subscribe,  and  one  of  the  Secretaries 
countersign  or  attest  a  dedimus  jiotestaiem  to  the  following 
gentlemen  m  each  county  to  quality  the  respective  officers 
in  each  county,  vizt : 

In  Albany — John  Barclay,  Abraham  Cuyler,  Harma- 
nus  I.  Wendell. 

In  Tryon  County — Isaac  Paris,  William  Harper. 

In  Charlotte  County — Alexander  Webster,  Alexander 
Campbell. 

In  Cumberland  County — John  Sessions  and  John  Ste- 
vens. 

In  Gloucester  County — Brigr.  Genl.  Jacob  Bayley. 
In  Ulster  County — Samuel  Brewster  and  Christopher 
Tappen. 

In  Orange  County — Henry  Wisner  and  Thos.  Moffat. 
Dutchess  County — Harman  Hoffman  and  John  Schenk. 
Westchester  County — Abraham  Purdy,  Ebcnezer  Lock- 
wood  and  Colo.  Thos.  Thomas. 

Die  Jo  vis,  Aho.  P.  M.  May  15,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  Presidtiit. 

Genl.  Scott,  Colo.  De  WiU,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  V^in  Zandt,  Major  Tappen, 
Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Morris. 

For  want  of  another  member  (Mr.  Robert  Harper  being 
sick,)  adjourned  till  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  no.  a.  m. 

May  15,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  £sqr.  President. 
Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Harper,  Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Cantine,  Major  Van  Zandt 
Mr.  Jay,  Major  Tappen,  Colo.  l)e  Wilt. 

Genl.  Scott  from  the  committee  of  the  late  Convention 
appointed  to  direct  the  conveying  of  Major  Edmeston,  a 
prisoner  of  war  to  Philadelphia,  delivered  in  the  parole  of 
the  said  major,  which  was  read  and  filed. 
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The  General,  likewise,  produced  a  receipt  of  Capt. 
ThcoJorus  Brett,  (oppointed  to  conduct  the  said  major  to 
pjjiljjelpliia,)  for  forty-five  dollars  by  him  advanced  to 
Capt  Brett,  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  liis  journey. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale,  pay  to  Geni. 
Scott,  the  sum  of  forty-five  dollars  for  so  mucli  by  him 
tdfanced  to  pay  Capt.  Tlieodorus  Brett,  who  is  appointed 
to  conduct  Major  Edmeslon  to  Philadelphia,  and  that  the 
Treasurer  charge  Capt.  Brett  with  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Captains  Bogardus  Belknap  and  Schoon- 
niaker,  and  their  subalterns  do,  without  delay,  make  returns 
10  this  Council,  the  progress  tiiey  have  made  in  recruiting 
iheir  companies. 

Letter  from  the  Honourable  William  Duer,  Esqr.  dated 
Philadelphia,  May  6ih,  on  the  subject  of  the  Westchester 
accounts  for  teamsters,  foraging,  &c.  was  read,  and  is  in 
ihe  words  following : 

"  Philadelphia,  May  6th,  1777. 

"  Sir — I  have  received  yourlwo  favours  of  the  23d  and 
25th  April,  the  first  relative  to  the  accounts  of  teamsters, 
&c.  in  Westchester  county,  and  the  other  in  answer  to 
mine  of  the  April. 

"  I  should  have  immediately  sent  off  all  the  accounts  in 
my  possession  by  an  express,  but  as  Genl.  Schuyler  then 
thought  of  returning  in  two  or  three  days,  with  the  advice  of 
my  colleagues,  I  thought  best  to  defer  it,  it  being  judged 
8  much  safer  opportunity.  Several  letters  have  of  late 
been  opened  on  the  road,  and  persons  seized  by  the  disaf- 
fected ;  should  these  accounts  have  met  with  such  a  fate, 
the  public  must  have  suffered  extremely.  I  am  extremely 
sorry  that  the  unavoidable  delay  of  Genl.  Schuyler  has 
occasioned  the  detention  of  these  papers,  but  should  he 
not  be  able  to  leave  this  place  in  three  days  from  this  time, 
which  he  now  expects,  I  shall  convey  them  in  the  safest 
manner  possible. 

"  The  present  opportunity  not  being  considered  by  Mr. 
Duane  and  Mr.  Livingston,  as  altogether  safe,  I  think  it  is 
not  advisable  to  write  on  any  matters  of  importance. 

"  I  shall  content  myself  with  observing  that  we  have 
surveyed  our  ground,  and  that  we  have  no  doubt  but  we 
shall  make  a  successful  attack  on  the  points  recommended 
to  us.  The  papers  which  I  enclose  vou,  will  give  vou  an 
insight  into  the  news  stirring  here.  The  accounts  of  the 
arrival  of  the  ship  loaded  with  52  field  pieces  and  other 
ordnance,  (kc.  may  be  depended  upon.  Her  name  is  the 
Amphitrite,  a  20  gun  ship,  chartered  in  France  by  Mr. 
Silas  Deanc,  Mr.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Duane,  both  of  whom 
are  now  busily  engaged,  desire  me  to  present  their  re- 
spects to  the  Honourable  Convention. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

"  Your  obedt.  hble.  servt. 

"WM.  DUER. 

"  To  the  Honble.  Pierre  V.\.v  Cortlandt,  Esqr." 

■  A  letter  from  Henry  Schenk,  Esqr.  dated  the  llth 
instant,  was  read,  and  thereupon  the  Council  came  to  the 
following  resolution  : 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Council  that 
considerable  quantities  of  sailed  beef  and  pork  are  secreted 
in  the  county  of  Dutchess,  by  persons  unfriendly  to  the 
liberties  of  America  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  appointed  in  the  said 
county  to  take  into  possession  and  dispose  of  the  personal 
property  of  persons  gone  over  to  the  enemy,  be  directed 
and  empowered  to  seize  and  lake  into  their  custody  all  such 
salted  beef  and  pork  as  may  be  found  to  have  been  so 
secreted,  giving  to  the  proorietors  liiereof  a  receipt  for  the 
same  on  behalf  of  this  Stale ;  and  funher,  ihat  they  do 
from  time  to  time,  report  to  this  Council  or  the  Governor 
of  this  State,  the  beef  and  pork  which  they  may  so  disco- 
Terand  seize,  together  with  the  value  thereof. 

A  letter  from  Ehhu  Marvin,  chairman  of  Grange  county 
committee,  setting  forth  the  hardships  of  the  families  of 
those  of  the  militia  who  are  drafted,  and  recommending 
the  giving  them  a  bounty  was  read,  and 


Ordered  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  William  Young,  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  Hanover  precinct  in  Ulster  county,  enclosing  Uie 
depositions  against  Hugh  Dougherty,  sent  to  the  jail  in  this 
place,  for  abusing  the  Convention  of  ihis  State,  chargmg 
them  with  publishing  lies,  were  read  and  filed. 

The  said  Hugh  Dougherty  being  called  up  was  examined 
and  severely  reprimanded,  and  thereupon  the  Council  came 
to  the  following  order,  to  wit : 

Whereas  Hugh  Dougherty  hath  been  apprehended  by 
the  committee  of  Hanover  precinct,  for  being  inimical  to 
the  American  cause,  and  is  now  confined  in  ilie  jail  at 
Kingston  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Hugh  Dougherty  be  dischnrsied 
upon  paying  the  jailer's  fees,  &c.  and  that  the  commiuee 
aforesaid,  be  requested  to  take  security  from  the  said  Hu"h 
Dougherty  for  his  good  behaviour. 

The  Council  of  Safety  took  into  consideration  the  pav 
and  subsistence  rolls  of  the  Tryon  county  rangers,  wliich 
were  referred  over  to  the  Council  by  the  late  Convention, 
which  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

The  subsistence  roll  of  Capt.  Winn's  company  for  the 
month  of  February,  amounting  to  £131  10s.  3c/. 

The  pay  roll  of  the  said  company  for  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, £203  13s.  2d. 

The  subsistence  roll  of  the  said  company  for  March, 
£123  Qs.  lid. 

The  pay  roll  of  the  said  company  for  the  same  month, 
£197  7s.  Sd. 

The  pay  roll  of  Capt.  Kitman's  company  for  the  month 
of  March,  £197  13s.  4ld. 

The  subsistence  roll  of  the  said  company,  £121  lSs.3ftZ. 
Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  pounds  be 
sent  to  Tryon  county,  to  the  captains  of  the  said  companies 
towards  paying  off  the  said  pay  and  subsistence  rolls. 
And 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  advance  to 
the  Captains  Winn  and  Kitman  the  sum  of  eight  hundred 
pounds  on  the  account  of  the  pay  and  .subsistence  of  llieir 
respective  companies  of  Tryon  county  rangers,  and  lhat 
the  said  sum  be  transmitted  to  the  said  captains  by  Ben- 
jamin Newkirk,  a  member  of  the  late  Convention  for  the 
said  county. 

The  late  Convention  having  by  a  resolution  on  the  twen- 
ty-eighth day  of  February  last,  appointed  the  Reverend 
Doctor  Rogers  their  chaplain,  and  he  being  now  in  town 
in  pursuance  of  the  said  appointtiient : 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Revd.  Doctor 
Rogers  and  request  his  atlendance  every  morning,  for  the 
purpose  of  opening  the  deliberations  of  this  Council  with 
solemn  prayer. 


DIE  S  ABB  ATI,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

May  17,  1777. 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Cantine,  JNIr.  Jay,  Colo.  De  Wilt,  Mr.  Harper 
Major  Van  Zandl,  Major  Tapper). 

For  want  of  another  member,  adjourned  at  1 2  o'clock,  to 
meet  on  Monday  morning. 


DIE  LUN^,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

Ma?/  19,  1777. 

The  Council  of  Safety  met. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Corlland,  Esqr.  President. 
Co).  De  Witt,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Koht.  Harper,  Major  Van  Zandt, 
Genl.  Scoit,  Mr.  Caiiline,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  fttorris. 

The  petition  of  Samuel  Townsend,  a  prisoner  confined 
on  board  of  one  of  the  vessels  at  the  strand,  for  having 
expressed  publicly,  sentiments  inimical  to  the  cause  of 


5 


dD-iftf  10';  s(ji.(;,i|mo:i 
,:[:.V'i:\  mici  Mi  10.  yrtfiijnico  1 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 


937 


the  United  States,  was  read  and  filed,  he  therein  expresses 
contrition  for  his  fault,  and  his  readiness  to  lake  tiie  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  Slate,  ikc. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Samuel  Towiisend  he  admitted 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  State,  and  be  dis- 
charged. 

A  petition  of  John  Rapclje,  William  McGinncs,  Silvester 
Vandemark,  Coenrad  Wisncr,  Cornelius  Furler  and  John 
Van  Vleet,  dated  in  Kingston  jail,  the  sixieenih  instant, 
was  read.  They  thereby  express  their  contriiion  lor  their 
offences,  praying  to  be  admitted  to  the  beneht  of  ihc  ordi- 
nance of  grace  of  the  tenth  of  May  instant,  and  praying 
for  pardon. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  short  letter  from  Ananias  Cooper,  dated  in  May  in- 
stant, relative  to  David  Baker  and  Cocnradt  Beams,  now 
confined  on  board  of  the  vessels  at  the  strand,  was  read. 

Ordered  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  sheriff  have  lists  made  of  all  the  pri- 
soners on  board  of  the  vessels  at  the  strand,  with  notes  of 
the  places  from  whence  they  came.  And  that  the  sheriff 
direct  that  Samuel  Davis,  Jacob  Lonyaar  and  Samuel 
Townsend  be  brought  before  this  Committee. 

James  Robinson  was  brought  before  the  House  and  exa- 
mined ;  his  e.xaminalion  is  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

"  Ulster  County,  ss. — James  Robinson  examined,  says, 
that  James  Smith,  who  was  in  jail  charged  with  horse 
stealing,  was  the  person  who  sawed  a  bolt  through  in 
the  jail ;  that  he  informed  the  deponent,  that  he,  the 
said  Smith,  was  charged  with  letters  to  the  northward  ; 
that  he  had  buried  the  said  loiters  and  some  money 
four  miles  from  the  Widow  Cole's,  near  the  house  of  the 
sister  of  Capt.  Hardenburgh,  at  a  tree  which  stands 
between  two  brooks  ;  that  he  heard  in  the  jail,  that  the 
enemy  would  be  up  this  way  liiis  month  ;  that  Roosa  also 
mentioned  the  same ;  and  said  the  regulars  had  got  all 
their  guns  and  flat  bottomed  boats  on  their  carriages  ;  and 
that  an  array  would  be  up  this  way  ;  that  they  only  waited 
for  the  northern  army  to  strike  a  stroke,  and  then  they  are 
to  strike  a  stroke  below ;  that  a  negro,  who  makes  irons, 
made  the  irons  for  Savage  with  a  screw ;  that  Savage 
called  the  negro,  gave  him  a  dram  and  agreed  to  pay  him 
for  that  service  ;  that  the  negro  returned  the  irons  through 
the  window,  fitted  to  screw  ;  that  Savage  then  paid  the 
negro  and  gave  him  another  dram  ;  that  Giles  was  entirely 
innocent,  and  knew  nothing  of  this  matter;  that  Roosa  did 
not  expect  to  be  executed  ;  that  he  heard  that  Roosa  had 
been  twice  to  New-York,  and  the  first  lime  took  down 
with  him  22  or  23  men,  and  the  next  lime  30  men  ;  that 
Smith  told  him,  that  between  the  licuse  and  kitchen  at 
Capt.  Hardenbergh's  sister's,  there  is  an  opening,  through 
which  is  seen  a  tree  between  two  brooks,  at  the  foot  of 
which  is  buried  a  packet  of  letters,  four  half  johannes 
and  thirty-five  dollars  ;  that  Smith  requested  him,  if  he 
got  out  of  jail,  to  take  up  the  money  and  letters,  and  de- 
stroy the  letters  ;  that  Smith  told  him  he  had  received  the 
letters  at  Brunswick." 

Die  Litn^,  4  ho.  P.  M.  May  19,  1777. 
The  Council  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Peesent — Pierre  Van  Cortlnmlt,  £sqr.  President. 
Genl-  ScoU,  Mr.  Jay,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Cantine,  Major  Tappen, 
Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Mr.  ItobL  K.irper,  Major  Van  Zandt. 

The  sherriff  attended  with  and  delivered  a  list  of  the  se- 
veral prisoners,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  number  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy-tive  persons. 

Samuel  Davis  and  Jacob  Lan^yaar  were  severally  called 
in  and  exhorted ;  and  each  of  them  having  taken  and  sub- 
scribed the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  having  also  severally 
sworn  to  discover  all  plots  or  conspiracies  which  shall 
come  to  their  knowledge  respectively  against  the  said  State, 
were  severally  discharged. 

Samuel  Townshend  was  then  also  called  up  and  heard 
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and  admonished.  He  took  the  like  oath  and  made  the 
like  engagement ;  declared  his  sentiments  fully  as  a  friend 
to  his  country,  and  was  discharged. 

A  discharge  was  given  to  each  of  them  by  the  Secre- 
tary, by  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

The  sheriff  informed  the  Council  of  Safely  that  Jona- 
than Thorn,  Cornelius  Luyster  and  one  Edward  Hender- 
son, a  mariner,  who  was  taken  a  prisoner  at  Peckskill, 
had  behaved  in  such  manner,  that  Capt.  Castle  had  ui.'sired 
him  to  bring  them  up  to  the  jail ;  that  he  lias  brought 
them  accordingly. 

The  sheriff  further  informed  the  Council,  that  Edward 
Henderson  desired  to  be  brought  before  them.  The  said 
Edward  Henderson  says  that  he  is  from  Northumberland  ; 
that  he  was  a  pressed  man  and  belonged  to  the  Easle  ; 
left  England  a  year  ago ;  was  taken  at  Peekskill,  and  is 
desirous  of  being  permitted  to  go  to  work  on  board  one  of 
the  Continental  frigates. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  his  case  be  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  in 
this  Slate  who  are  not  already  qualified  for  executing  their 
offices,  do  qualify  themselves  without  delay  ;  and  tliat  they 
and  all  other  sheriffs  already  qualified  do,  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, respectively  give  public  notice  in  their  respective  coun- 
ties for  the  elections  of  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor 
and  members  of  Assembly,  and  also  for  the  election  of  Sena- 
tors for  the  respective  great  districts  within  this  State,  to  the 
end  that  the  electors  may  have  the  longest  possible  notice 
before  the  election  to  be  had  for  each  district  and  in  each 
1  county  respectively';  and  that  the  said  sheriffs  respectively 
proceed  to  such  elections  without  wailing  for  any  further 
warrant  or  authority,  so  that  the  returns  thereof  may  be  duly 
made  to  this  Council  of  Safety  at  the  time  and  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  by  an  ordinance  of  the  Convention  of  this 
State  for  orjanizing  and  establishing  ihe  government  agreed 
to  by  the  said  Convention,  made  and  published  the  eighth 
day  of  May  instant. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  a.  m. 

May  20,  1777. 

The  Council  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prese.vt — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Mr.  Can- 
tine,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Morris. 

A  memorial  of  John  Cook,  of  Dutchess  county,  dated 
this  day,  was  read.  He  therein  sets  forth  that  he  has  for- 
merly been  sent  to  New-Hampshire  as  a  disaffected  per- 
son, and  had  leave  to  return  on  his  parol ;  that  he  was 
lately  brought  before  the  commissioners  at  Pouglikeepsie, 
and  informed  that  he  was  to  be  confined  on  board  of  a  ves- 
sel at  Esopus  creek,  as  a  suspected  person  ;  but  that  they 
have  given  him  leave  to  appeal  to  the  Council  of  Safety. 

The  Council  not  having  sufficient  information  to  deter- 
mine on  the  merits  of  the  said  memorial, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  the  said 
commissioners  at  Poujhkeepsie,  and  that  they  determine 
thereupon  and  dispose  of  the  said  John  Cook  in  such  man- 
ner as  justice,  and  a  due  regard  to  the  safety  of  this  State, 
shall  in  their  opinion  require. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  McDougall,  dated  at  Peekskill  on 
the  18th  instant,  was  read,  and  follows  in  the  words  to  wit : 

"Head-Quarters,  Peekskill,  May  18,  1777. 

"  Sir — Mr,  Thomas  Marsion  has  come  here  with  a  flag, 
to  solicit  your  liberty  to  carry  down  his  wife's  clothes,  and 
other  small  articles  belonging  to  his  family.  Although  I 
would  not  presume  to  dictate  in  matters  of  property,  yet  I 
think  those  articles  are  of  no  moment  to  the  important  ques- 
tion in  dispute,  and  therefore  wish  he  may  be  gratified  if  it 
should  not  interfere  with  any  important  considerations 
you  may  have  in  view.    He  has  leave  to  go  up  to  know 
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determination  on  this  matter,  and  to  pass  in  quest  of 
ihem  »o  f*''  ^^^"^  proper  to  permit  liim. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

"  Your  very  humble  servant, 

"ALEXR.  McDOUGALL. 

a  xo  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety 

"  of  the  State  of  New-York." 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table  until  Thomas  Marston 
ihall  apply  to  the  Council. 

The  Council  intending  to  resume  the  consideration  ot 
the  case  of  Colonel  De  Wilt,  a  member  of  Convention, 
having  been  taken  into  custody  by  a  guard  under  the  diiec- 
tions  of  an  officer  of  Colonel  Snyder's  regiment, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Addison  do  attend  this  Council 
at  four  o'clock  to  be  examined 

The  memorial  of  Thomas  Marston,  requesting  permis- 
sion and  an  order  to  convey  three  trunks  with  apparel  and 
effects  to  the  city  of  New- York,  was  read.  After  some 
lime  spent  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned till  the  afternoon. 

A  letter  from  John  Henry,  dated  at  Fishkill  the  18th 
instant,  was  also  read,  and  follows  in  the  words  to  wit : 

"Fishkill,  18th  May,  1111. 

"  Honoured  Sir — As  I  have  always  acknowledged  my- 
self a  member  of  this  State,  and  have  equally  been  a  suf- 
ferer with  many  of  my  brethren,  would  gladly  embrace  the 

{iresent  opportunity  of  procuring  some  of  my  movable  ef- 
ects  from  the  city  of  New-York,  together  with  my  negro 
wench;  I  having  no  other  means  of  obtaining  the  same 
but  by  an  humble  application  to  the  authority  of  this  State. 
There  is  now  a  fair  chance  for  me,  as  Mr.  Marston  is  come 
out  of  town  with  a  view  of  carrying  his  movable  effects  into 
the  city.  Would  be  under  much  obligation  to  your  Ho- 
nourable House  to  consider  me  in  a  part  of  the  exchange  of 
property  with  the  said  Mr.  Marston,  viz  :  my  furniture  and 
wench  is  the  whole  of  what  I  can  at  present  expect  to  get; 
therefore,  as  I  am  destitute  of  any  of  those  articles  to  keep 
house  with,  hope  to  be  able  to  obtain  them  through  the 
present  channel.  In  haste,  but  would  be  glad  you  would 
order  down  to  the  store  in  this  place,  as  many  buckskin 
breeches  as  may  be  in  store  at  Kingston. 
"  I  am,  sir,  with  proper  respects, 

"  Your  most  obdt.  servt. 

"  JOHN  HENRY. 

"To  the  Honourable  the  President  of  the 

"  New-York  Slate  Convention." 

Die  Martis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  May  20,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

P««SE.NT — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Colo.De  Witt, Major 
Tappen,  Mr.  Robt.  Harper. 

No  Other  members  attending,  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning  for  want  of  a  quorum. 


DIE  MERCURII,  9  ho.  a.  m. 

May  21,  1777. 

The  Council  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pbesent — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livin-jston,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livineslon.  Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr. 
Van  Zandt,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Jay,  ^Ir.  Cantine,  Mr.  Morris. 

Mr.  Jay  delivered  in  a  recommendation  of  sundry  officers 
in  three  companies  of  militia  in  Rumbout's  precinct  which 
was  read,  and  follows  in  the  words,  to  wit : 

"  Officers  chosen  in  the  company  l.tiely  commanded  by 
Capt.  William  Fowler,  viz  :  Matthew  V.  Bu.ischouten, 
capt. ;  Daniel  Outwater,  1st  lieut. ;  .\bm.  V.  Wyck,  2d 
lieut. ;  Abm.  Hoogland,  ensign. 

"Officers  chosen  in  the  company  lately  commanded  by 
Capt.  Isaac  Hageman,  vizt :  Jno.  V.  Benschoten,  capt. ; 
Robt.  Todd,  1st  lieut. ;  Barent  P.  V.  Kleeck,  2d  lieut. ; 
Tunis  Van  Benschoten,  Junr.  ensign. 


"  Officers  chosen  in  the  company  lately  commanded  by 
Capt.  Stephen  Brinkerhoff:  (Jeorge  Brinkcrhoff,  capt.; 
Stephen  Osburn,  1st  lieut.  ;  Benj.  Rosenkrans,  2d  lieut. ; 
Jacobus  S.  Swartwout,  ensign. 

"  The  committee  of  Rumbout  requests  that  the  Conven- 
tion would  grant  commissions  for  the  above  olllcers,  and 
send  them  by  the  return  of  Mr.  Fred.  Jay. 

"  Rumbout,  May  17,  1777." 

Ordered,  That  the  commissions  issue. 

A  letter  from  General  Greene,  directed  to  Messrs.  Tudor 
and  Lawrence,  or  either  of  tiiem,  agents  for  bmiding  the 
Continental  ships  at  Kingston,  per  express,  was  brought 
into  the  Council  of  Safety,  and  read,  and  is  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  vizt : 

"New-Windsor,  May  Mlh,  1777. 

"Gentlemen — His  Excellency  General  Wa;'lmi£;ton 
having  appointed  Genl.  Knox  to  come  and  take  a  view  of 
the  forts,  fortificaiions  and  obstructions  in  the  Nortii  river, 
and  to  consult  with  the  general  officers  commanding  at 
these  posts,  whether  the  stale  of  the  works  and  obsiruciions 
are  sufficiently  executed  to  prevent  the  British  licet  from 
penetrating;  in  Council  it  iiath  been  determined  unani- 
mously, that  notwitlistanding  the  forts  are  formidable  and 
the  obstructions  in  the  river  exceeding  difficult  (if  not  im- 
possible) for  any  ship  to  pass,  yet  the  navigation  of  this 
river  is  thought  to  be  an  obiect  of  such  great  macniiude 
that,  to  render  the  navigation  still  more  secure,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  all  the  general  officers,  that  the  two  Continental 
frigates  and  row  gallies  will  be  necessary  to  aid  the  iorts, 
and  cover  the  obstructions.  You  will  please,  therefore,  to 
give  all  the  assistance  in  your  power  to  get  tlic  ships 
completed  as  soon  as  possible.  If  the  guns  and  men 
can  not  be  had  through  the  proper  channel  seasonably, 
tiiey  will  be  provided  some  other  way;  therel'ore  let  that 
be  no  hindrance  or  delay  to  executing  the  other  work  as 
soon  as  may  be.  The  Council  of  Safety  of  tins  State  will 
doubtless  render  you  every  as.sisiaiice  in  their  power,  to 
accomplish  a  work  wherein  they  arc  so  deeply  interested. 
"I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect, 
"  Your  obed.  servt. 

"NATHANIEL  GREENE. 

"To  Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Tcdor." 

A  letter  from  Genl.  Greene,  directed  to  Capt.  Hodge, 
on  the  same  subject,  was  read,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"New-Windsor,  May  I'th,  Mil. 

"  Sir — His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington  having  di- 
rected me  to  take  a  view  of  the  forts  and  fortifications  on 
the  North  river,  together  with  the  obstructions  across  it, 
and  to  give  orders  for  such  further  aids  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  effectually  stop  the  British  fleet  from  coming  up 
the  river,  it  has  been  determined  in  Council,  the  Conti- 
nental frigates  and  the  row  gallics  will  be  necessary  to  secure 
the  river.  You  will  please,  immediately  on  the  receipt  of 
this,  to  apply  to  General  George  Clinton,  who  will  ac- 
quaint you  with  the  measures  taking  to  man  and  equip  the 
ships.  I  iiope  the  agents  appointed  by  the  Congress  to 
build  the  ships  will  give  all  the  aid  in  their  power  to  get 
the  ships  completed  as  soon  as  possible. 

"  I  am,  sir, 
"Your  most  obedt.  humble  servt. 

"NATHL.  GREENE. 

"  To  Capt.  Hodge." 

The  Council  of  Safety  thereupon  came  to  the  following 
determination,  to  wit : 

"  Whereas  by  a  letter  from  Major-Genl.  Greene,  to 
Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Tudor,  or  either  of  them,  agents  for 
building  the  Continental  ships,  of  the  17th  May  instant,  and 
also  by  a  letter  from  Major-General  (ireene,  to  Capt.  Hodge 
of  the  same  date,  it  appears  to  this  Council  (among  other 
thinas)  that  His  E.xcellency  General  Washinfrion  had  ap- 
pointed Major-General  Greene  and  General  Knox  to  take 
a  view  of  the  forts,  fortifications  and  obstructions  in  the 
North  river,  together  with  the  obstructions  across  it,  and 
to  give  orders  for  such  further  aids  as  may  be  necessary  to 
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effectually  stop  the  British  fleet  from  comin;;  up  the  river ; 
and  further  that  il  had  been  deierinincd  in  Cotinr il,  and  was 
the  opinion  of  all  the  general  oliicers  ihat  the  two  Conti- 
nental frigates  and  row  gallies  will  be  necessary  to  aid 
the  forts  and  cover  obstructions  ;  and  that  .Major-Gencral 
Greene,  in  his  said  letter  to  Captain  liodire,  did  require 
him  to  apply  to  General  George  Clinton,  wiio  would  ac- 
quaint him  with  the  measures  taken  to  man  and  equip  the 
said  ships  :  And  whereas  the  marine  committee  ot  the 
General  Congress  liave,  by  certain  resolutions,  commuted 
the  care  of  the  said  frigates  to  the  Convention  of  this 
iJtate;  and  the  said  agents  and  captain  have  requested  the 
advice  and  direction  of  this  Council  in  the  premises  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  arrcnts  and  captain  oucriit  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Council  to  obey  such  orders  as  ihev  may 
from  time  to  time  receive  from  His  Excellency  General 
Washington,  or  other  general  olficers  actina  under  his  au- 
thority, respecting  the  equipping  and  stationing  the  said 
frigates  for  the  defence  of  the  said  river. 

A  petition  of  Jacob  Schurman,  Bloomer  Ncilson,  Joseph 
Turner,  Samuel  Hains,  Stephen  Jones,  Samuel  Herring 
and  Edward  Henderson,  dated  the  twentieth  instant,  was 
read.  They  thereby  set  forth  that  they  are  in  want  of  pro- 
visions for  a  few  days  past. 

Ordered,  That  the  sheiitf  of  Ulster  be  desired  to  direct 
them  to  be  provided  with  such  provisions  as  are  necessary 
for  their  support. 

A  very  short  petition  of  Elnathan  Foster,  John  Flewel- 
Ung  and  eight  others  was  read.  They  thereby  engage  their 
future  good  behaviour,  and  pray  to  be  discharged. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  short  petition  of  Elnathan  Foster,  to  the  same  pur- 
port, and  setting  forth  his  ill  state  of  health,  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  be  committed  to  Major  Tappen,  that  he 
examine  the  said  Foster,  and  report  thereon. 

The  Council  of  Safety  were  iniormed  ot  sundry  particu- 
lars relative  to  one  Quimbv,  lately  with  the  enemy,  and 
who  being  taken  by  Major  Dubois,  is  coming  to  this  place 
with  a  certificate  to  claim  the  benefit  ot  the  resolutions  of 
Convention  of  the  tenth  day  of  May  instant. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  take  the  deposition  of  Si- 
las Purdy,  relative  to  the  said  Quimby  and  his  conduct,  and 
lay  the  same  before  this  Council. 

The  Council  being  informed  that  Wilhelmus  Merkell, 
Jacob  Furler  and  Chrijlian  Winne,  who  are  in  custody, 
may  safely,  on  taking  the  oath  of  allei^iance,  be  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Wilhelmus  ^IcrkcU,  Jacob 
Furler  and  Christian  Winne  be  directed  to  be  brought  up 
from  the  vessels  at  Esopus  Landinsr  ;  and  that  on  their 
taking  the  said  oath  of  allegiance  respectively  they  be  dis- 
charged. 

This  Council  being  informed  by  Mr.  Cantinc,  one  of  the 
members,  and  also  by  the  sheriff  of  Ulster  county,  that  the 
following  persons  under  sentence  of  death,  vizt :  Thomas 
Crispeli,  late  of  Marbletown,  James  Merkell,  Jacob  Long- 
yaar,  Junr.  Andries  Langyaar  and  Jacob  Davis,  are  truly 
penitent  for  their  past  conduct,  and  if  pardoned  would  pro- 
oably  behave  as  good  subjects. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  prepare, 
and  the  President  of  this  Council  issue  a  pardon  to  each 
of  them  respectively. 

The  memorial  of  Thomas  Marston,  which  was  read 
yesterday,  praying  leave  to  remove  three  trunks  wiiii  ap- 
parel and  valuable  effects  to  the  city  of  New-York,  was 
again  read  and  taken  into  consideration. 

After  some  time  spent  thereon,  certain  resolutions  rela- 
tive to  the  exchange  of  property  with  persons  now  with 
the  enemy,  were  proposed  and  read. 

Debates  arose  thereon.  Thereupon  a  preamble  to  the 
said  resolutions  was  proposed  and  read,  and  being  read  a 
second  time,  Mr.  Jay  moved,  and  was  seconded,  lliat  the 
resolutions  and  preamble  be  postponed  and  cotnmitted  to 
Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Morris,  to  report  the  same  to-morrow 
morning. 


Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it 
was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  the  manner  following,  vizt : 

For  the  affirmative.  For  the  negative. 

Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  R.  I{.  Livingston, 

Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Gibt.  Livingston, 

Major  Ten  Broeck.  Mr.  Cantine, 

Colo.  De  Witt, 

Mr.  Harper, 

Mr.  Morris. 

Therefore  the  said  motion  was  rejected. 

Tlie  said  resolutions  and  preamble  being  again  read  and 
amended,  were  agreed  to,  and  follows,  vizt  : 

Whereas  the  late  Convention  of  this  State  being  desir- 
ous, as  far  as  in  them  lie,  to  alleviate  the  cahuniiies  of 
war,  and  expecting  that  examples  of  humanity  would  have 
been  imitated  by  the  generals  and  commanders  of  the 
British  fleets  and  armies,  did  permit  divers  persons  in  the 
city  of  New-York,  to  remove  their  properly  from  parts 
not  in  possession  of  the  enemy  into  the  said  city  :  And 
WHEREAS  complaints  have  been  made  by  the  subjects  of 
this  State  that  they  have  not  been  permitted  to  remove 
their  property  from  places  in  possession  of  the  enemy. 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  would  be  imprudent  to  permit  any 
property  whatever  to  be  transported  from  those  parts  of  this 
State,  not  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  to  New-York,  or 
any  other  place  now  in  their  possession  until  a  mutual  ex- 
change shall  be  agreed  on,  and  that  General  JVIcDougall  be 
requested  to  negotiate  such  exchange  under  the  loi!o\ving 
restrictions,  that  is  to  say  :  that  the  persons  now  wiih  the 
enemy,  and  who  were  respectively  at  any  place  by  them 
possessed  at  the  time  when  they  did  so  become  possessed, 
shall  be  permitted  to  remove  their  personal  properly  upon 
conditions  that  those  persons  subjects  of  this  Stale,  who 
have  personal  property  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  be  in 
like  manner  permitted  to  remove  the  same,  excepting  al- 
ways horses,  cattle,  provisions,  ammunition  and  implements 
of  war. 

Thereupon  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  General  McDougall  re- 
lative to  an  exchange  of  property  and  persons  coming  from 
the  enemy,  was  read,  agreed  to,  and  follows,  vizt : 

"  Sir — The  Council  of  Safety  having  considered  Mr. 
Marston's  request,  think  they  cannot  with  propriety  grant 
it,  while  the  property  of  the  subjects  of  this  State  is  de- 
tained by  the  enemy.  They  have,  therefore,  passed  a  re- 
solution, a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  in  order  to  procure  a 
mutual  excliange  of  property.  The  Council  conceive  that 
the  persons  coming  from  the  enemy  and  travelling  to  this 
place  without  a  guard,  must  have  inany  opporiuniiies  of 
gaining  the  most  important  intelligence,  and  of  spreading 
the  spirit  of  disaffection.  They  therefore  request  that  all 
flags  which  shall  hereafter  be  sent  from  the  enemy,  be 
stopped  at  Peekskill,  and  their  requests  transmitted  to  this 
place.  ■  . 

"  I  am,  with  great  respect, 

"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 
"  To  Brigr.  GenL  McDougall." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted  by  Mr.  Marston  to  Bri- 
Cadier-General  McDougall,  or  the  commanding  officer  at 
Peekskill ;  that  a  copy  of  the  said  resolution  be  also  deli- 
vered to  Mr.  Marston  ;  that  the  said  Thomas  Mansion  be 
sworn  before  the  President  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Al- 
miglity  God,  that  he  will  not  convey  any  intelligence,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  to  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever, 
which  may  prejudice  any  or  either  of  die  United  States  of 
America,  or  any  of  the  subjects  thereof. 

The  said  Thomas  Marston  was  then  sworn  accordingly. 

Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston  moved  and  was  seconded,  that 
Colo.  Van  Rensselaer,  Harman  Hoffman,  Esqr.  and  Major 
Ten  Broeck,  be  requested  to  attend  this  Council  on  Mon- 
day nest. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  the  manner  following,  vizt : 
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For  the  affirmative. 
R.  B-  Livingston, 
Mr.  Cantinc, 
Mr.  Van  ZanJt, 
Mr.  Harper, 
Colo.  De  Witt. 


For  the  negative. 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Tappen, 
Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston. 


On  motion  made  by  Colo.  De  Witt,  and  seconded  by 
Major  Van  Zandt, 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mi.  R.  R.  Livingston  prepare  and  report 
a  draft  of  a  letter  to  Colo.  Van  Rensselaer,  Harman  HotT- 
man,  Esqr.  and  Major  Ten  Broeck,  requesting  their  atten- 
dance on  Monday  next,  and  assigning  for  reason,  that  this 
Council  requests  information  relative  to  the  disaft'ecled  now 
confined  at  Esopus  Landing. 


DIE  JOVIS,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

Mar/  22,  1777. 

The  Council  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prese.tt— Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  President. 

Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Morris,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Gilbu  Livingston,  i\Lr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston. 

A  certificate  from  Richard  Esselslyne,  one  of  the  per- 
sons employed  to  procure  a  number  of  spears  to  put  into 
the  hands  of  such  of  the  militia  of  this  State  as  were  un- 
provided with  arm."!,  certifying  that  lie  has  received  from 
Elislia  Talmage  one  hundred  and  fifty  spears,  at  the  price 
of  4*.  6d.  per  spear. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto 
Elisha  Talmage  the  sum  of  thirty-three  pounds  fifteen  shil- 
lings, for  one  hundred  and  fifty  spears  by  him  made  and 
delivered  to  Richard  Esselstyne,  lor  the  use  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Tappen  and  Gilbert  Livingston 
be  a  committee  to  inquire  of  Captain  Bogardus  relative  to 
the  state  of  his  company. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Tappen  and  Mr.  Harper  be  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  the  pay  rolls  of  the  companies  of  militia 
commanded  by  Captains  Schoonmaker  and  Rose,  who  were 
ordered  to  the  passes  in  the  Highlands  on  the  west  side  of 
Hudson's  river,  by  (ieneral  George  Clinton,  last  winter. 

A  petition  of  Levy  Quimby,  dated  the  2Ist  instant,  was 
read.  He  therein  sets  forth,  that  on  the  first  of  March 
last  he  left  home  with  three  persons,  whose  names  he  can 
not  recollect,  and  went  to  the  city  of  New-York  ;  thai  be- 
ing informed  of  the  act  of  grace  passed  by  the  Convention 
on  tlie  10th  of  this  instant,  he  returned  and  appeared  be- 
fore Major  Lewis  Du  Bois,  and  look  the  oath  of  allegiance 
lo  liie  Stale,  of  which  he  therewith  produced  a  cerlificate, 
and  he  thereby  praved  a  pardon. 

A  certificate  of  ALijor  Du  Bois,  dated  the  19th  instant, 
was  read,  in  ihe  words  following,  lo  wit : 

"  I  do  hereby  certify  ihat  the  bearer  hereof,  Levy  Quim- 
by, has  this  day  appeared  before  me  and  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  State  of  New-York,  agreeably  to  a  re- 
solve of  the  Honourable  Convention  of  the  State  of  New- 
York,  passed  the  lOlh  day  of  this  insi.  as  witness  my 
hand,  day  and  date  above. 

"LEWIS  DUBOIS,  Major." 

The  said  Levy  Quimby  was  brought  before  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safely  and  examined,  and  his  examination  follows, 
vizi : 

"Levy  Quimby  being  examined,  say?  that  he  left  New- 
York  on  last  Wednesday  week  ;  that  he  came  up  through 
Westchester  and  crossed  Crolon  :  that  ihere  are  about 
800  men  at  the  Bridge  and  Fori  Washington ;  that  there 
are  about  5,000  on  New-York  island.  Long  island  and 
Slalen  island  ;  that  he  went  to  New- York  about  the  first 
of  March  with  some  others,  he  does  not  know  how  many ; 
Was  only  two  days  in  New-York  ;  that  most  part  of  the 
people  who  go  down  to  New-York,  go  over  to  Long  island  ; 
that  there  are  but  few  troops  in  the  city,  a  very  lew  Hes- 
atana ;  that  tlie  Hessians  die  frequently  with  camp  distem- 


pers :  fresh  provisions  are  very  scarce ;  that  he  saw  very 
Jean  [meal]  in  the  Fly  market ;  was  lold  it  was  two  shil- 
lings per  pound  ;  that  he  saw  people  who  returned  from 
the  Danbury  expedition  ;  thai  he  understood  Uiey  lost  a 
number  of  men  and  fourteen  olficeis  ;  thai  most  ot  the  sol- 
diers about  the  Bridge  arc  Hessians  ;  that  he  heard  there 
were  about  9,000  men  in  Jersey  ;  Uial  he  did  not  iiear  of 
any  troops  arrived  at  New-York  I'roai  Canada;  that  he 
heard  of  some  boats  which  had  been  Iniill  al  iNcw-Vork  lo 
put  under  bridges  ;  that  he  worked  al  V'alciiUne's  for  his 
victuals  ;  thai  he  met  with  Van  Klceck,  who  wanted  to  re- 
turn home,  and  they  agreed  lo  reuirii  together  ;  ihal  \'an 
Kleeck  and  liimselt  came  together  lo  the  Fishkill ;  that  he 
lodged  one  nighl  at  a  house  below  Crolon  river,  and  the 
next  night  in  the  hither  pari  of  the  mountains  ;  that  he  does 
not  know  ihc  person  he  went  off"  with  as  a  pdol  from  Uame- 
pough  ;  that  Jacob  and  Isaac  Cropsie  went  olf  wiih  iiim, 
and  that  he  cannot  recollect  llie  names  of  the  other  two 
persons  ;  that  it  is  near  three  months  since  he  left  the  citv  ; 
that  on  the  morning  after  he  arrived  in  New- York,  he  took 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  belure 
the  mayor  of  the  city  ;  that  he  was  obliged  to  lake  the  oath 
of  allegiance,  or  go  lo  jail  ;  that  he  has  seen  two  or  three 
companies  in  the  city,  called  the  York  companies  ;  that 
there  are  rangers  about  the  Bridge,  called  Rogers'  rangers, 
dressed  in  green  coals,  white  waistcoats  and  breeches  ; 
that  ihey  are  4  or  500  iii  number;  that  four  persons  went 
off  wiih  him;  that  rive  other  persons  joined  them  after- 
wards ;  that  lliey  all  belonged  to  Capt.  Saml.  Clarke's 
company ;  that  he  lold  Van  Kleeck  of  the  act  of  grace,  at 
King's  Bridge." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Levy  Quimby,  be  committed  to 
the  custody  of  ihe  sheriff  of  Ulster  county,  until  Simeon 
Van  Kleeck  from  Poughkecpsie  attend  this  Cuuncjl,  to  he 
examined,  and  thai  llie  commissioners  al  Poiiglikcepsie  do 
direct  the  said  Simeon  Van  Klceck  to  attend  this  Council 
without  delay,  lo  be  examined  as  a  witness. 

The  Honble.  Robt.  R.  Livingslon,  chancellor,  and  the 
Honble.  John  Jay,  chief  justice  of  this  State,  took  and  sub- 
scribed the  oath  ot  allegiance  lo  this  Slate,  as  also  ihc  oath 
for  the  faithful  execution  ol  their  respective  offices,  which 
said  oalhs  were  adiniiuslered  lo  ihem  by  the  President. 

Mr.  Jay  reported  the  dralt  of  a  letter  lo  Genl.  George 
Clinton,  on  the  subject  of  his  letter  lo  Convention,  relative 
lo  his  resignation  of  his  commission  as  brigndicr-general 
of  the  militia  of  Ulster  and  Orange  counties,  vvhicli  was 
read  and  agreed  lo,  and  iollows,  lo  vvii : 

"Sir — The  Convention  shortly  before  their  dissolution 
took  into  consideration  your  letter  of  the  ninth  of  May  in- 
stant, it  was  with  regret  that  tliey  were  inloruied  of  your 
desire  to  resign  your  command  of  the  militia,  and  though 
disposed  lo  adopt  every  measure  agreeable  lo  you,  they 
could  not  prevail  upon  themselves  al  this  critical  junclure 
lo  accept  your  resignation.  By  an  order,  of  which  the 
enclosed  is  a  copy,  they  directed  this  council  to  inform  you 
of  the  reasons  which  influenced  them  in  lhal  determination  ; 
among  others,  liiat  the  high  sense  ihey  entertained  of  your 
abilities  to  serve  your  country  in  this  important  hour;  the 
confidence  reposed  in  your  zeal  and  abilities  by  the  militia 
in  general.  The  Convention  just  arrived  at  the  lime  of  its 
dissolution,  their  being  undetermined  us  to  the  person  proper 
to  succeed  you  in  thai  command,  all  conspired  in  inducing 
ihem  to  request  that  vour  resignation  may  be  postponed 
for  the  present.  It  will  not  be  long  before  the  government 
will  be  organized  and  the  Legislature  meet,  and  there  is 
great  reason  lo  believe  you  will  then  be  relieved  from  a 
burden  which  your  necessary  and  daily  allention  lo  the 
business  of  your  other  department  has  rendered  inconve- 
nient ;  in  the  mean  time,  sir,  the  council  request  that  you  will 
continue  as  heretofore,  to  consider  the  militia  of  Orange, 
Ulster,  Dutchess  and  Westchester,  as  under  your  imme- 
diate command.  "  I  am,  sir,  6cc. 

"By  order. 

"Brigadier-GenJ.  George  Clinton." 
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Ordered,  That  a  copy  ilicrcof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Mr.  Kobt.  K.  Livingston,  according  to  order  of  tiie  House 
of  yesterday,  reported  a  drali  of  a  letter  to  Colo.  V  an  Rens- 
selaer, Harmanus  Hoti'man,  Esquire,  and  .MajorTcn  Broeck, 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  is  in  ilie  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

"Gentlemen — The  Council  of  Safelv being  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  characters  of  many  of  the  criminals  now  con- 
fined at  this  place  who  are  inhabitants  of  tlic  manor  of  Li- 
vingston, Clavcrack  and  Rlnnebeck,  and  bemg  willing  to 
discriminate  between  such  as  have  is-norantly  been  led 
into  crimes,  and  such  as  arc  more  liaidened  m  guilt,  have 
directed  me  to  request  your  attendance  at  Kmiiston  on 
Monday  ne.xt,  in  order  to  afford  them  vour  assistance  in 
distinguishing  between  those  who  are  proper  objects  of 
mercy,  and  those  whom  the  safety  of  liie  country  renders 
it  necessary  to  detain  or  punish. 
"  I  am,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obedt.  humble  servant, 

"  By  order. 

"  To  Colo.  Van  Rensselaer,  Haeman  Hoffman,  Esqr. ' 
and  Major  Te.v  Broeck." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  signed  by 
the  President,  and  transmitted  to  liic  said  gentlemen. 

4  ho.  P.  M.  May  22,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  Prrsidcnt. 
Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Harper.  Mr.  Canline,  Colo  JJe  Witt,  Major  Tappen, 
Mr.  Gilbl.  Livingston,  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Living^lon,  Major  Van  Zanilt. 

A  letter  from  Samuel  Drake,  one  of  the  commissioners 
for  sequestration,  in  Westciiestcr  countv,  relative  to  a 
sloop  of  Francis  Piemort,  who  has  joined  the  enemy, 
which  said  sloop  is  sent  to  the  Landin::  at  Esopus  creek  to 
wait  the  further  order  of  tlie  Council  as  to  the  future  dis- 
position of  her,  was  read  and  referred  to  ]Mr.  Gilbert  Li- 
vingston and  Major  Van  Zandt. 

The  petition  of  Philander  Forbes,  mother  to  Gilbert 
Forbes,  who  was  apprehended  in  the  citv  of  iS'ew-York, 
in  June  last,  by  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  then 
sitting,  on  a  charge  of  being  guilty  of  certain  acts  inimi- 
cal to  the  liberties  of  his  country,  and  dated  the  nineteenth 
instant,  was  read.  She  therein  sets  forth  that  he  is  con- 
fined in  an  unhealthy  room,  and  pravs  lor  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  lay  on  the  table  until 
to-morrow,  for  the  perusal  of  the  members. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

May  23,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PnESENT — Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  President. 

Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  G.  Living-ton,  Major  Tappen.  Colo. 
De  Witt,  Mr.  Jay,  Major  Van  Zandt,  -Mr.  Harper,  ;Mr.  R.  R.  Livin:?- 
ston. 

A  letter  from  Philip  Livingston  and  James  Duane, 
Esqrs.  two  of  the  Delegates  in  Coimress,  dated  at  Phila- 
delphia, the  sixth  instant,  was  read,  and  follows  to  wit : 

•'  Philada.  May  9M,  1777. 

"  Gentlemen — When  we  arrived  liere,  ii  plainly  ap- 
peared that  great  pains  had  been  taken  to  injure  the  clia- 
racterof  Major-General  Schuyler. 

"  No  direct  charge  had  been  urged  against  iiim  :  a  series 
of  sly  insinuations — that  he  was  making  an  enornioMs  for- 
tune at  the  expense  of  llie  public  ;  that  he  had  converted 
the  specie  provided  bv  Coiigre->s  lor  liie  Canada  service,  to 
his  own  private  purposes  ;  and  when  lie  showed  his  feel- 
ings of  some  unworthy  treatment,  severe  rebukes  and  ani- 
madversions on  his  expresMon.s  ^nu  his  supposed  want  of 
respect  to  his  superiors.  Those  were  weapons,  employed 
80  successfully,  as  in  the  en(i  produced  some  resolutions  of 
Congress,  paring  away  his  auihoriiv  to  nothing.  It  look 
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us  some  time  to  become  acquainted  with  the  new  mem- 
bers, and  to  undeceive  those  who  wished  for  conviction. 
We  had  in  the  mean  time  got  a  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  General's  conduct  at  larae.  'I'hat  business 
went  on  heavily,  and  seemed  to  promise  no  conclusion  ; 
we,  therefore,  were  under  the  necessity  to  take  a  more  di- 
rect course.  The  General's  account  of  the  spcciu  was,  at 
his  request,  reexamined  ;  and  after  it  had  been  passed  by 
the  commissioners  at  the  treasury  board,  who  inaije  a  full 
report  in  his  favour,  whicli  was  received  by  Congress  and 
ordered  to  be  published.  This  report,  a  printed  copy  of 
wliich  is  lierewith  transmitted,  had  a  powerful  elfect  on 
many  of  the  members,  who  heard  it  with  llie  utmost  plea- 
sure and  frankly  acknowledged  that  they  had  been  de- 
ceived. 

"  The  way  being  thus  prepared,  the  General  presented 
a  memorial  to  Congress,  staling  such  of  their  resolutions 
as  conveyed  censure  upon  him,  justifying  himself  m  every 
particular.  This,  after  some  debate,  produced  a  unani- 
mous resolution  of  Congress,  that  the  memorial  was  satis- 
factory, and  that  the  Congress  entertained  the  same  fa- 
vourable opinion  of  the  General  as  they  entertained  before 
the  passing  those  resolutions. 

"  A  complete  and  honourable  vindication  of  the  Gene- 
ral's character  and  conduct  being  implied  in  that  resolu- 
tion, and  the  infamous  charge  of  embezzling  the  specie 
effectually  done  away  by  the  report  from  the  treasury,  we 
shall  give  ourselves  no  trouble  about  llie  proposed  inquiry, 
especially  as  Congress  came  into  the  appointment  of  the 
committee  with  the  utmost  reluctance,  almost  every  mem- 
ber declaring  that  there  was  no  accuser  or  charge  against 
the  General,  and  that  the  inquiry  was  therefore  unncces- 
I  sary.    All  impediments  being  now  removed,  we  shall  pro- 
i  ceed  to  lake  the  most  speedy  measures  for  reinstating  the 
I  General  in  his  comm.aiid. 

I  "  In  the  critical  situation  of  our  affairs,  his  services  are 
I  loudly  called  for.  We,  therefore,  conceived  that  this  bu- 
j  siness  ought  first  to  be  despatched.  It  unavoidably  occa- 
I  sioned  some  delay  in  the  other  matters  committed  to  our 
i  charge,  but  you  may  be  assured  that  they  shall  be  at- 
tended to  with  all  the  zeal  and  diligence  of  which  we  are 
!  capable. 

!  "  In  the  mean  time  we  remain,  with  the  utmost  regard, 
I  honourable  gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obedt.  humble  servants, 

"PHIL.  LIVINGSTON, 
"JAS.  DUANE. 

"  Hoaol.  Convention  of  tlie 

State  of  New- York." 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jav,  Mr.  Livingston 
and  Mr.  Morris  be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  report  a 
draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Slate  at  Congress. 

The  sense  of  the  Council  of  Safely  on  sundry  matters, 
preparatory  to  the  draft  of  the  said  letter,  was  given  lo  the 
said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Loudon  print  one  other  thousand 
copies  of  the  Declaration  passed  by  the  Convention  of  ihis 
State  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  instant,  commonly  called 
the  Act  of  Grace  ;  and  that  Mr.  Loudon  continue  the  same 
I  in  his  two  ne.'tt  newspapers,  in  a  large  type  in  the  front 
page  of  the  paper ;  and  that  the  Secretary  give  Mr.  Lou- 
I  don  those  directions. 

j     Whereas  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New- York, 
i  on  the  ninth  day  of  April  last,  on  hearing  the  report  of  a 
I  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  properly  of  two 
i  slaves,  and  other  effects,  claimed  by  Catharine  Clopper, 
ihe  daughter  of  Cornelius  Clopper,  did  resolve  and  order 
that  the  several  matters  and  things,  in  the  said  petition  spe- 
cified, should  continue  in  the  possession  of  ihe  said  Catha- 
rine Clopper,  for  her  use,  and  not  to  be  sold  or  disposed  of 
by  her  until  due  proof  of  property  therein  by  her  tirst  made, 
And  whereas  proof  has  since  been  made  as  to  the  pro- 
perly of  the  said  two  slaves,  by  the  two  following  affidavits, 
vizt : 


1 
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"  Vhtf^  County,  ss. — Miss  Hamersley,  being  duly  sworn, 
■  pjjeth  and  saith,  thai  she  lias  frequciilly  heard  Gornchus 
jjl'  per,  of  the  city  of  New-York,  merchant,  say,  that  a 
certain  rnale  negro,  called  Will,  and  a  certain  female  negro, 
called  Suck,  both  of  tiicm  now  in  possession  of  Catharine, 
the  daughter  of  him  the  said  Cornelius,  were  the  property 
of  her  the  said  Catharine,  he  having  given  them  unto  his 
said  daugiiter ;  also,  that  she  hath  frequently  heard  other 
persons  of  the  family  declare  the  same  ;  and  further  iliis 
deponent  saith  not. 

^  "ANN  HAMERSLEY. 

"  Sworn  the  twenlv-second 


May,  1777,  before  me. 

"  GouvR.  Morris." 
"  Ulster  County,  ss. — Catharine  Clopper,  wife  of  Corne- 
lius Clopper,  of  the  city  of  New-York,  merchant,  being 
duly  sworn  deposeih  and  saith,  that  the  slaves  mentioned 
in  the  above  allidavit  are  the  property  of  the  said  Catha- 
rine, therein  named,  having  been  given  unto  her  by  her 
father :  and  further  saith  not. 

"CATH.  CLOPPER. 

"  Sworn  the  twenty-second  ) 
May,  1377,  before  me.  ) 

"  GocvR.  Morris." 
Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  two  slaves,  vizt :  said  negro 
lad,  named  Will,  and  the  said  negro  wench,  named  Sook, 
and  now  in  the  possession  of  the  said  Catharine  Clopper, 
are  her  property,  and  that  she  be  at  liberty  to  remove  and 
dispose  of  them  at  her  pleasure,  as  she  may  think  proper. 

The  Council  of  Safety  were  informed  that  the  jail  below 
is  so  full  of  prisoners  as  they  are  very  uncomfortable,  and 
Uieir  health  thereby  much  endangered  ;  that  some  of  them 
are  at  present  sick,  and  that  the  sheriff  is  under  a  necessity 
of  taking  many  of  them  out  into  the  yard  for  air. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  stale  of  the  said 
jail  and  prisoners,  and  made  an  attempt  to  class  the  said 
prisoners,  so  as  to  release  some,  and  remove  others  of  the 
said  prisoners. 

After  some  time  spent  theroen,  Mr.  Jay,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  moved  that  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  be  postponed  till  tlie  afternoon. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put  thereon 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  following,  vizt  : 

For  the  affirmative.  For  the  negative. 

Mr.  Jay.  Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Mr.  Harper. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingslon, 
Major  Tap  pen, 
Mr.  Canline, 
Major  V  an  Zandt, 
Colo.  De  WitU 

Lieut.  Colo.  Jonathan  Elmendorf  and  Major  Adrian 
Wynkoop,  attending  as  witnesses  in  the  case  of  Colo.  Sny- 
der, relative  to  the  insult  ofTcrcd  to  the  Convention  by  the 
taking  Colonel  Do  Wilt,  one  of  the  members,  into  custody 
by  a  guard  of  Colonel  Snyder's  regiment,  were  admitted, 
and  their  examinations  taken  in  the  presence  of  Colonel 
Snyder  and  Colonel  De  Win,  and  follow,  to  wit : 

"  Adrian  Wynkoop,  bcinn'  duly  sworn  and  examined  by 
and  before  the  Council  of  Safetv  of  the  Slate  of  New- 
York,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  was  present  at  a  council 
of  the  field  officers  of  Ulster  and  Omnsie,  at  the  house  of 
the  Widow  Hall's,  at  Little  Britain,  in  Ulster  county,  on  or 
about  the  31st  day  of  .March  last ;  that  the  business  of  the 
said  council  was  to  consider  of  and  dciermine  on  the  number 
of  men  necessary  to  be  raised  from  the  militia  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  forts  and  passes  in  the  Highlands,  and  how 
they  should  be  raised  ;  that  the  said  council  resolved  that 
one-third  part  of  the  said  militia  should  be  called  into 
service  ;  that  the  State  was  invaded,  and  therefore  that  the 
esempts  should  be  included  in  the  said  third  part  of  the 
militia  ;  that  the  deponent  does  not  remember  to  have  seen 
the  original  brigade  orders  for  calling  out  the  said  third  part 
of  the  militia,  nor  has  he  seen  any  copies  thereof,  except 


Col.  Snyder's  ;  that  on  his  way  to  Kingston,  he,  toge- 
ther with  Mr.  Addison  and  Lieut.  Col.  Elmendorf,  slopped 
at  one  Wood's,  where  they  loll  in  company  with  Col.  Sny- 
der and  Major  Hoghleylm  ;  iliat  to  ■the  best  of  this  depo- 
nent's remembrance  C'ol.  Snyder  there  observed  that  ihc 
brigade  orders  were  incomplete  ;  that  he  asked  the  depo- 
nent, Lt.  Colonel  Elmendort  and  Major  Houlcylin  wlieiiier 
the  resolulions  aforesaid,  respecting  exempts,  ought  not  to 
have  been  inserted,  and  that  thev  replied  ihal  in  Uieir  opi- 
nion they  ought;  whereupon,  Mr.  Addison,  who  recol- 
lected the  words  of  the  said  resolution,  inseriou  :hc  same 
in  Col.  Snyder's  copy  of  the  said  brigade  oniur^ 

"A.  WYNKOOP." 

"Lieut.  Col.  Jonathan  Elmendorf,  being  sworn  and  ex- 
amined bv  and  before  the  Council  of  Safety  for  liie  .State 
of  New-York,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  the  account  given 
by  Major  Wynkoop  in  the  foregoing  deposition  of  the  con- 
ference had  at  Wood's,  between  this  deponent,  Col.  Sny- 
der, Major  Wynkoop  and  Major  Houghleylin,  respecting 
the  brigade  orders  and  resolutions  there  specilied,  is  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge  true. 

"  And  this  deponent  further  saith,  that  Colonel  Snyder, 
by  written  orders  dated  27th  Ap.  1777,  did  comtnand  him 
among  other  things,  to  cause  the  deficiency  of  the  drafts 
out  of  the  several  companies  lately  ordered  out  of  the  re- 
giments under  his  command,  to  reinforce  the  garrison  of 
Fort  Monlgomerie,  immediately  to  be  sent  ilown  to  join 
his  regiment  at  said  fort,  and  that  all  the  ofliccrs  were  to 
assist  this  deponent  in  apprehending  the  said  defaulters; 
that  with  the  said  orders  he  also  received  from  Col.  Sny- 
der a  list  ot  the  said  defaulters,  among  whom  was  the  name 
of  Charles  De  Witt ;  that  this  deponent  thereupon  issued 
orders  to  Capt.  Gerardus  Hardcnberijh,  to  apprehend  such 
of  the  said  defaulters  as  belonged  to  his  company,  and  i^ave 
him  a  list  of  the  names  of  such  defaulters,  among  wiiom 
was  the  name  of  Charles  De  Witt ;  that  tins  deponent 
then  knew  that  the  said  Chas.  De  Wilt  was  a  member  of 
Convention,  and  further  sailh  not. 

"  JONATHAN  ELMENDORPH." 

"  Major  Adrian  Wynkoop  being  further  examined,  saith 
that  one  Van  Waaenen,  a  corporal  in  Capt.  ILanJcnbergh's 
company,  showed  this  deponent  a  list  of  the  drafts  made 
from  that  company,  and  that  the  name  of  Chs.  De  Wit's 
negro.  Peel,  was  inserted  therein  ;  that  some  time  after 
this,  deponent  saw  Capt.  Hardenbergh,  and  being  of  opi- 
nion that  it  was  wrong  to  take  negroes  on  such  eiccasions, 
he  told  the  said  Hardenbergh  he  had  no  authority  to  take 
Chs.  De  Wii's,  or  any  other  man's  negro;  to  which  he 
replied,  he  had  orders  from  Col.  Snyder.  The  deponent 
asked  him  what  the  orders  were,  tn  which  he  said  that  Col. 
Snyder  had  told  him  that  Cornelius  Cole  and  Chs.  D.e 
Wit  could  each  of  them  give  a  negro  ;  that  the  said  cap- 
tain showed  this  deponent  the  written  orders  he  hnd  from 
Col.  Snyder,  and  that  the  said  orders  made  no  mention 
either  of  negroes  or  exempts  ;  and  that  the  said  orders 
were  written  on  the  back  of  a  copy  of  the  briaade  orders 
aforesaid.  A.  WYNKOOP." 

Mr.  Abraham  Yates  came  in  and  took  his  seat. 

The  examinations  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Elmendorph,  and 
Major  Adrian  Wynkoop,  being  finished  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  all  tlie  examinations  and  papers  relative 
to  the  case  of  Col.  Snyder  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr. 
Morris;  that  thev  go  therewith  this  afternoon  to  General 
Scott;  and  that  those  three  gentlemen  who  are  appointed 
a  committee  to  report  thereon,  do  report  to-morrow  morn- 
ing such  resolulions  as  may  in  their  opinion  be  proper  for 
this  Council  to  adopt  relative  thereto. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  memorial 
of  Philander  Forbes.  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Gilbert  Forbes  be  brought  from 
his  present  place  of  confinement  to  the  jail  at  Kingston,  in 
Ulster  county,  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  carry 
that  measure  into  execution. 


.oil   I.,  -wti.. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Yates  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston 
be  a  committee  lo  direct  ilie  execution  of  llio  above  order. 

A  letter  from  tlie  Honblc.  James  Duanc,  one  of  tlie  De- 
legates of  this  State  ni  Congress,  dated  at  Philadelplwa  tlie 
sLxth  instant,  was  read,  and  follows,  to  wit ; 

"  Philad.  6th.  May,  1777. 

"  Honourable  Gentlemen — 

"  Nothing  of  snfKcient  moment  has  happened 
since  our  last  letter,  to  deserve  your  attention.  The  troops 
from  the  southward  are  liiinrr  down  towards  General  Wa- 
shington, though  not  in  such  numbers  as  could  be  wished. 
He  will,  however,  be  soon  at  the  head  of  a  respectable 
force,  able  to  meet  General  Howe,  if  he  does  not  receive 
a  very  considerable  accession  from  Europe,  or  from  the 
disaffected  among  ourselves.  Much  as  it  might  gratify 
you,  there  is  not  a  sufficient  certaintv  to  justify  a  conjec- 
ture of  the  General's  present  strength.  When  it  can  be 
done  you  shall  be  advised. 

"The  accounts  from  our  commissioners,  (or  if  you 
please,  ambassadors,)  in  France,  justif}'  an  expectation, 
that  as  well  that  court  as  Spain  will  support  the  Ameri- 
cans in  every  thing  (at  least)  on  this  side  of  a  declaration 
of  war.  The  commissioners  have  procured  very  great 
credit,  and  for  such  sums  as  leave  it  unquestionable  that 
the  court  of  Versailles  is  at  the  bottom  their  real  friend, 
and  privately  supports  their  applications.  You  may  rely 
upon  it,  that  vast  quantities  of  artillerv,  arms,  ammunition 
and  clothing  have  been  purchased  on  credit  for  our  use,  no 
inconsiderable  part  of  which  is  actually  arrived ;  at  the 
same  time  the  French  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  cautious  of 
entering  into  an  actual  war,  till  ihev  find  some  decisive 
advantage  ;  when  that  approaches,  all  reserve  will  be  laid 
aside. 

"  Great  Britain  is  at  present  in  such  humiliating  circum- 
stances, that  she  will  bear  every  insult  rather  than  provoke 
a  declaration  of  war.  It  was  too  great  a  condescension  to 
hear  the  just  complaints  of  injured  Americans !  It  was 
treason  against  her  dignity  to  examine  into  their  own  abuse 
of  power;  to  rectify  their  own  errors !  Wliat  is  the  conduct 
of  this  haughty  nation  at  this  period  of  her  disgrace  ? 
From  her  natural  and  inveterate  enemv,  she  must  bear 
every  thing  inflicted  upon  her,  and  dares  hardly  to  complain. 

"  Mr.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Duer  join  me  in  our  most  re- 
spectful compliments  to  the  members  of  your  Honourable 
House. 

"  I  remain  with  the  utmost  regard,  honl.  gent. 
"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"JAS.  DUANE. 

"  Honl.  Convention  of  the  State  of  New- York." 

A  letter  from  Isaac  Sheldon,  Theodorus  Van  Wyck  and 
Henry  Livingston,  Junr.  commissioners  for  disposing  of 
the  property  of  persons  in  Dulchess  county  gone  off  to  or 
joined  the  enemy,  was  read ;  they  thereby  request  some 
addition  to  their  pay. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robt.  Harper  and  Jlr.  Cantine  be  a 
committee  to  take  the  said  letter  into  consideration,  and 
report  thereon. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letter  of 
Simon  Cregier,  for  the  reasons  therein  assigned,  praying 
a  permit  for  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  to  pass  to  the  city  of  New- 
York,  under  any  obligation  of  secrecy  which  the  Council 
may  think  proper  to  enjoin,  to  convey  and  deliver  Richard 
Murray,  a  lad,  to  Doctor  Bruce,  in  the  said  city.  There- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  the  said 
Simon  Cregier,  together  with  the  said  Richard  Murray,  be 
and  is  hereby  permitted  to  piss  to  the  city  of  New- York, 
under  such  obligations  of  secrecy,  and  such  restrictions,  as 
General  McDougall  may  please  to  direct. 

The  Council  having  finished  an  arrangement  of  the  pri- 
aoners. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Gilbert  Living- 
ston, and  the  sheriff  of  Ulster  county,  do  dispose  of  such 


(  of  the  said  prisoners  as  are  to  be  put  on  board  of  the  ves- 
sels ;  that  the  said  committee  do  direct  Captain 
with  his  company  from  Marble  Town,  to  attend  at  King- 
ston as  a  guard,  and  that  the  business  of  discharging  such 
of  the  prisoners  as  are  to  be  discharged,  be  resumed  this 
afternoon. 

'    4  ho.  P.  M.  May  23,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Cantine,  llr.  Robt.  Livingston,  Mr.  Aliraliain  Y.-ites,  Major 
Tnppen,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Harpur,  Major  Van  Zandt.  .Mr.  (;ilbt. 
j  Livingston. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  pay  rolls  and 
subsistence  and  mileage  rolls  of  Captain  Jacobus  Rocs, 
delivered  in  their  report :  and  thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Cap- 
tain Jacobus  Roos  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  pounds  fourteen  shillings  and  sixpence,  for  the  pav 
roll  ;  and  the  further  sum  of  sixteen  pounds  ten  shillings 
and  five  pence,  for  the  rations  and  mileage  of  his  company 
in  Colonel  Hasbrouck's  regiment  of  militia,  ordered  to  the 
pass  at  Ramapough,  by  Brigadier-General  George  Clinton  ; 
also  the  further  sum  of  twenty-eight  pounds  two  shillings 
and  one  penny,  for  the  pay  roll,  and  the  sum  of  tliirtcen 
pounds  four  shillings  and  fourpence  farthing,  for  the  rations 
and  mileage  of  his  company  of  militia,  ordered  oui  by  Ge- 
neral George  Clinton  on  the  appearance  of  the  enemy  at 
Peekskill  in  March  last. 

Thomas  Crispell,  James  Markell,  Jacob  Lonvaaer,  Junr. 
Andries  Lonyaar  and  Jacob  Davis,  who  were  adjudged 
guilty  of  treasonable  acts  against  the  State,  and  sentenced 
to  be  hanged  by  the  neck  till  they  should  be  dead,  and 
who  were  pardoned  by  the  late  Convention,  were  respec- 
tively called  up,  admonished,  and  after  havini:  their  par- 
dons respectively  delivered  them,  were  discharged. 

A  letter  from  George  Measam,  commissary  of  clothing 
for  the  northern  army,  dated  Albany,  the  instant, 
and  requesting  a  supply  of  clothing  from  this  Stale,  if  it 
can  be  spared,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  Mr.  Harper. 

Ordered,  That  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Esqr.  have  leave 
of  absence,  to  be  absent  all  next  week,  to  procure  proper 
officers  for  the  court  of  chancery. 

Messrs.  Jay  and  Morris  reported  as  follows  : 

"  That  the  Honourable  Convention  of  the  State  of  New- 
York  did,  on  the  25th  March,  1777,  authorize  Brigadier- 
General  George  Clinton,  at  his  discretion,  to  call  into  actual 
service,  all  or  any  part  or  proportion  of  the  militia,  as  well 
horse  as  foot,  of  the  counties  of  Westchester,  Dutchess, 
Ulster  and  Orange,  or  either  of  them,  and  that  he  station 
the  said  militia  in  such  manner  as  may  be  most  proper 
for  the  securing  the  posts  and  passes  in  the  hlighlands, 
and  frustrating  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  make  further 
incursions  into  this  Slate. 

"  That  the  said  General,  on  the  thirty-first  March  last, 
did  convene  the  field  officers  of  the  militia  of  Ulster  and 
Orange,  in  order  to  consult  witli  them  on  the  number  of 
men  proper  to  be  drawn  from  the  said  militia,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  posts  and  passes  in  the  Highlands,  and  tlie 
best  means  of  raising  the  same. 

"  'I'hat  it  was  resolved  by  the  said  officers,  that  one-third 
part  of  the  said  militia  oujlit  to  be  called  into  actual  service  ; 
that  the  State  was  invaded,  and  therefore  that  the  exempts 
were  to  be  included  in  the  said  third  part  of  the  militia. 

"That  the  said  General  did  on  the  same  day  issue  bri- 
gade orders  for  calling  into  service  one-third  part  of  the 
said  militia,  agreeably  to  the  advice  of  the  said  officers, 
but  that  their  other  resolutions  respecting  the  State  being 
invaded,  and  including  the  exempts  in  the  said  one-third 
part  of  the  militia,  were  not  mentioned,  recited  or  enforced 
in  or  by  the  said  briaade  orders. 

"  That  Colonel  Johannes  Snyder  liad  a  copy  of  the  said 
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brigade  orders,  and  that  he  with  the  concurrence  of  some 
field  officers  of  the  miHtia,  but  without  the  privity  or  ap- 
robaiion  of  the  said  General,  did  cause  the  said  resoUi- 
uons  to  be  added  to  his  copy  of  the  said  brigade  orders  in 
guch  manner  as  to  make  the  whole  appear  to  be  the  act  of 
ibe  said  General,  and  in  that  form  did  publish  the  said 
copy  as  a  Hue  copy  of  the  said  brigade  orders. 

"  That  the  said  Colonel  Snyder  did  serve  a  copy  of  the 
brigade  orders  aforesaid  with  the  addition  aforesaid,  on  Ge- 
rardus  Hardenburgh,  a  captain  in  his  regiment,  with  direc- 
tions to  execute  the  same  ;  and  did  tell  the  said  captam 
that  Cornelius  Cole  and  Charles  De  Witt  could  each  of 
ihcm  give  a  negro. 

"  That  on  tlie  seventh  day  of  April  last,  the  said  Cap- 
tain Hardenbergh  did  make  a  return  to  Colonel  Snyder  of 
the  third  part  of  his  company  who  were  to  go  into  actual 
service,  and  that  the  name  of  Peet,  a  negro  man,  a  slave, 
belonging  to  the  said  Charles  De  Witt,  was  inserted  in 
the  said  return ;  that  the  said  Charles  De  Witt  lives  with- 
in the  beat  of  the  said  Captain  Hardenbergh,  and  that  his 
name  was  not  inserted  in  the  said  return. 

"  That  Colonel  Snyder  did  command  one  of  the  regi- 
ments to  be  formed  of  the  said  one-third  of  the  militia 
aforesaid,  and  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April  last,  did 
issue  orders  to  Lieut.  Colonel  Elmendorph,  to  cause  the 
several  drafts  from  his  regiment  immediately  to  be  sent 
down  to  Fort  Montgomery,  and  together  with  the  said 
orders,  did  transmit  the  names  of  such  of  the  said  drafts 
as  had  not  then  joined  their  regiment  at  the  said  fort,  in 
which  list  was  the  name  of  the  said  Charles  De  Witt. 

"  That  the  said  lieutenant-colonel  did,  on  the  thirtieth 
day  of  April  last,  issue  orders  to  the  said  Captain  Har- 


ged,  "  that  as  the  resolution  of  the  field  officers  aforesaid  re- 
specting the  invasion  of  this  State,  and  the  including  the 
exempts  in  the  third  part  of  the  militia  aforesaid,  were 
agreed  to  by  them  in  the  presence  and  with  the  consent  of 
the  general,  he  thought  the  brigade  orders  incomplete 
without  them,  and  that  he  caused  the  said  resolutions  lo  be 
added  to  his  copy  of  the  said  brigade  orders,  aLTCcably  to 
the  opinion  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Elmendor[)li,  .Major 
Wynkoop  and  Major  Houghteeling. 

"  That  he  does  not  remember  to  have  told  Captain  Har- 
denburgh that  Charles  De  Witt  and  Cornelius  (](ilc  niisjht 
each  of  them  give  a  negro  as  aforesaid  ;  that  it  is  true  that 
the  said  Captain  did  return  to  him  the  name  of  Pcet,  a  ne- 
gro man  slave  of  the  said  Charles  De  Witt,  as  one  of  tiie 
third  part  of  his  company  who  were  to  go  into  service  as 
aforesaid,  and  that  it  is  also  true  that  ui  the  said  li.>t  nf  de- 
faulters which  he  sent  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  ElmerRlorph, 
he  omitted  the  name  of  the  said  negro,  and  inserted  that  of 
his  master,  the  said  Charles  De  Wiit,  for  the  following  rea- 
sons :  that  a  negro  slave  was  not  to  be  considered  as  be- 
longing to  the  militia;  that  from  the  negro's  having  been 
returned  to  him  as  a  defaulter,  he  imagined  that  his  master, 
the  said  Charles  De  Witt,  had  agreed  to  let  him  ao  into  the 
service,  and  that  he  added  the  name  of  the  said  Charles  De 
Witt  to  the  list  of  the  defaulters  to  be  apprehended  as  al'ore- 
said,  in  expectation  that  the  captain,  instead  of  apprciiendinff, 
would  have  waited  upon  him,  the  said  Charles,  and  that  he 
would  have  given  some  money  by  way  of  bounty  to  those 
of  the  said  company  who  were  drafted  as  aforesaid. 

"  That  the  said  Colonel  Snyder,  Lieutenant-Colonel  El- 
mendorph and  Captain  Hardenbergh,  at  the  time  and  long 
belore  the  apprehension  aforesaid  of  the  said  Charles  De 


denbergli,  among  other  things,  to  apprehend  such  of  the  |  Witt,  did  know  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  Convention 


said  defaulters  as  belonged  to  his  company,  and  whose 
names  were  enumerated  at  the  foot  of  the  said  orders, 
among  whom  was  the  name  of  the  said  Charles  De  Witt. 

"  That  the  said  Capt.  Hardenbergh,  in  pursuance  of  the 
said  orders,  did,  on  the  fifth  day  of  May,  instant,  with  a 
body  of  armed  men,  apprehend  the  said  Charles  De  Witt, 
at  his  house,  and  bring  him  from  thence  under  guard,  to 
Kingston. 

"  That  the  said  Charles  De  Witt  being  a  member  of  the 
said  Convention,  they  did,  on  being  informed  of  his  having 
been  apprehended  as  aforesaid,  resolve  as  follows,  vizt : 

"  Wher.e.\s  this  House  is  informed  that  Captain  Gerar- 
dus  Hardenbergh  hath  presumed  to  imprison  a  member  of 
this  Convention, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  said  Gerardus  Hardenburgh  do 
immediately  attend  this  House. 

"Tliat  the  said  Captain  Hardenbergh  attendinff,  and  be- 
ing asked  by  what  authority  he  took  the  said  Charles  De 
Witt,  produced  the  order  aforesaid,  of  Lieulenant-Colo.  El- 
mendorph, alleging  in  his  defence,  that  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  obey  the  orders  of  his  superior  officers. 

"That  the  Convention  did  thereupon  order  the  said 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Elmendorph  to  attend  the  House  ;  and 
he  accordingly  attentiing,  justified  the  orders  he  gave  to 
Capt.  Hardenbergh  by  the  orders  aforesaid  of  Colonel 
Snyder. 

"That  the  Convention  did  then  resolve  that  Briaadier- 
Genl.  George  Clinton  be  requested  to  direct  Colonel  Johan- 
nes Snyder  to  attend  the  House  without  delay. 

"  That  the  said  Convention  did,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of 
May,  instant,  dissolve  themselves  ;  but  that  previous  to 
their  dissolution,  the  said  Colonel  Snyder  not  appearing, 
the  Convention  did  resolve,  as  follows,  vizt : 

"  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  subject  matter  of  the 
arrest  of  Colonel  De  Witt,  one  of  the  members  of  this  Con- 
vention, by  order  of  Colonel  Snyder,  or  one  of  the  officers 
under  his  command,  be  referred  to  the  Council  of  Safely, 
to  hear  and  determine  thereon. 

"  That  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  May  instant,  the  said  Co- 
lonel Snyder  did  appear  before  the  Council  of  Safety  of 
ihia  Stale,  and  in  vindicalion  of  his  conduct  aforesaid,  alle- 


of  the  State  of  New- York,  daily  employed  in  discharging 
the  duties  of  a  Representative  of  the  county  of  Ulster  in  the 
said  Convention. 

"  The  Council  having  taken  llie  above  facts  into  consi- 
deration, and  having  deliberately  heard  and  examined  the 
allegations  and  proofs  of  the  said  Colonel  Snyder,  Lieute- 
nant-Colo. Elmendorph  and  Captain  Gerardus  Harden- 
bergh, have  thereupon  come  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  said  Colonel  Snyder,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Elmendorph,  and  Captain  Gerardus  Hardenbergh 
are  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  the  State  of  New-York. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  conduct  aforesaid  of  the  said  Co- 
lonel Johannes  Snyder  appears  to  this  Council  to  have  been 
unwarrantable  with  respect  to  his  general,  afl'rontive  with 
respect  to  the  late  Convention  of  this  State,  and  malicious 
with  respect  lo  the  said  Charles  De  Witt. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  aforegoing  state  of  facts  and  reso- 
lutions be  laid  before  the  Council  tor  the  appointment  of 
officers,  at  their  first  meetmg. 

"  Ordered,  Tliat  a  copy  of  the  said  state  of  facts  and 
resolutions  be  served  on  each  of  them,  the  said  Colonel 
Johannes  Snyder,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Elmendorph,  and 
Captain  Gerardus  Hardenbergh.. 

"  Tliat  each  of  those  gentlemen  be  dismissed  from  any 
further  attendance  on  this  Council,  and  that  the  said  state 
of  facts  and  resolutions  be  published  in  Mr.  Loudon's 
newspaper." 

Mr.  Morris  has  leave  of  absence  for  one  fortnight  from 
the  time  of  his  departure,  and  he  engages  to  return  at  the 
expiration  of  a  fortnight,  accidents  excepted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Morris  be  a  committee 
to  prepare  and  report  instructions  for  Mr.  David  Currie. 

A  petition  of  Robert  Vanduerson  and  a  number  ot  other 
prisoners  from  the  manor  of  Livingston  and  Rhinebeck,  ■ 
praving  for  the  benefit  of  the  declaration  of  the  tenth  day 
of  May  instant,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Whereas  Jacob  Schurman,  Jimr.  Samuel  Hains,  Joseph 
Turner,  and  Bloomer  Neilson,  who  were  committed  to  jail 
about  nine  months  ago  for  treasonable  practices  against  this 
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State,  have  manifested  contrition  for  their  past  misdemea- 
nors, and  are  willing  to  reiurn  to  iheir  allegiance,  and  be- 
come good  subjects  of  this  Slate, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Jacob  Schurinan,  Samuel  Hains, 
Joseph  Turner,  and  Bloomer  Neilson  be  pardoned  for  liie 
said  treasonable  acts  by  tliein  heretofore  lespeclively  com- 
mitted, and,  on  taking  ilie  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  Stale, 
discharged. 

The  said  Jacob  Schurman,  Junior,  Samuel  Hains,  Jo- 
seph Turner  and  Bloomer  Neilson,  having  accordingly 
taken  the  said  oath, 

Ordered,  That  ihcy  be  discharged  and  permitted  to  pass 
uninterrupted  to  their  respective  families  in  Ulster  county. 

Egbert  Benson,  Esqr.  Attorney-General  of  this  Slate, 
accordingly  attended  the  Council  of  Sdfciy,  and  in  Council 
look  and  subscribed  on  ihe  roll  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
this  State  and  an  oath  of  office. 

A  letter  from  Matthew  Adgate,  Esquire,  dated  at  New- 
Canaan,  on  the  sixteenth  instant,  relative  to  a  person  qua- 
hfied  to  make  flints,  'was  received  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Matthew  Can- 
tine,  William  Harpur  and  Jonathan  Lawrence,  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  Convention  for  that  and  other  purpo- 
ses, on  the  ninth  day  of  May  instant. 

The  petition  of  Dennis  Kennedy,  relative  to  effects  given 
to  him  or  left  in  his  charge  by  Peter  Corney,  and  lur  which 
Peter  Corney  was  to  procure  an  exchange  of  eflects,  was 
read. 

Copies  of  sundry  certificates  that  Peter  Corney  has  com- 
plied with,  or  been  ready  to  comply  with  his  part  of  the 
contract,  was  also  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Mr.  Piatt  and 
Mr.  Abraham  Yates. 

A  letter  from  John  Gibson,  Auditor-General,  was  read, 
and  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Treasury  Office,  Philada.  Nay  8,  1777. 
"  Honourable  Gentlemen — 1  have  tiie  honour  to  en- 
close you  several  copies  of  a  resolve  ot  Congress,  passed 
the  29th  of  April,  1777,  which  I  am  directed  to  do  by  the 
Honble.  Board  of  Treasury,  and  the  Board  requests  that  a 
strict  attention  may  be  had  to  the  several  matters  therein 
recommended  to  the  States.  An  order  they  hope  will  im- 
medialelv  be  issued  for  an  account  of  tlie  sum  advanced 
by  your  State  for  the  recruiting  service,  and  the  names  ot 
the  officers  to  whom  they  were  paid,  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  paymasters  of  the  several  baltalions  in  which.tiiey  serve, 
and  that  due  care  will  be  taken  that  the  regimental  pay- 
masters make  their  report  to  you  of  ihe  settlement  of  iliose 
accounts,  together  with  the  vouchers  to  be  produced  when 
approved  of  by  your  Slate  to  the  treasury  board,  on  ad- 
justments of  their  accounts.  If  any  of  the  legiincnial  pay- 
masters refuse  or  neglect  to  obey  liie  directions  of  the  re- 
solve, their  names  are  to  be  transmuted  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  department  in  which  they  may  liappen  to 
be,  in  order  to  have  the  delinquents  removed  according  to 
the  directions  of  Congress. 

"I  have  the  honour  to  be,  honouraijle  gentlemen, 

"Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"JOHN  GIBSON,  Aud.  Genl. 
"  Honourable  the  Convenlion  of  the 

Slate  of  New.York." 

The  resolution  referred  to  in  the  aforegoing  letter  from  the 
Auditor-General,  John  Gibson,  Esqr.  was  also  read,  and  is 
as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Lv  Congress,  ^pril  29,  1777. 
Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States 
forthwith  to  order  the  sums  advanced  by  them  for  recruit- 
ing the  Continental  battalions  raised  by  the  said  States,  to- 
gether witii  the  names  of  the  olhccrs  receiving  the  same, 
to  be  transmitted  to  the  paymasters  of  such  battalions,  and 
that  the  said  paymasters  be  respectively  required  to  cail 
such  officers  to  account  tiieiefor,  who  shall  produce  certi- 
ficates from  the  muster-inastcr  or  deputy  muster-master- 
general,  specifying  the  number  of  non-commissioned  offi-  ] 


cers  and  soldiers,  and  also  of  officers  of  the  lighlhorse, 
the  number  ot  horses  and  arms  and  equipage  belonging  to 
their  respective  regiments,  companies  or  troops,  together 
with  such  other  vouchers  as  shall  be  necessary  to  prove 
the  sums  expended  for  those  articles,  the  subsistence  of  the 
troops  before  their  joining  the  army,  the  loss  nf  money  by 
death,  or  desertions  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  sol- 
diers before  muster,  or  other  necessary  expenses.  And  it 
is  further  recommended  to  the  said  Stales  that  they  order 
the  said  regimental  paymasters  to  report  to  them  ihc  set- 
tlement of  the  said  accounts,  together  with  the  vouchers 
to  be  produced  when  confirmed  by  the  said  States,  to  the 
treasury  board,  on  adjustment  of  ihcir  accounts. 

"  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  States,  if  any  of 
the  regimental  paymasters  shall  neglect  to  obey  their  di- 
rections as  aforesaid,  to  order  their  names  to  be  transmuted 
to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  department,  who  shall 
thereupon  remove  from  office  such  delinquent  paymasters 
and  supply  their  places  with  such  others  as  he  shall  think 
qualified  therefor. 

"  That  if  any  officer  shall  not,  within  one  month  after 
application  for  that  purpose,  render  such  account,  the  re- 
gimental paymaster  requiring  the  same  shall  make  report 
thereof  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  department, 
who  shall  order  a  court  martial  on  such  officer,  and  also  on 
such  other  officer  or  officers  as  shall  be  guilty  of  embez- 
zling the  public  money  ;  and  the  fact  being  ascertained  by 
their  report,  shall  immediately  cause  him  to  be  cashiered, 
and  a  copy  of  the  report  delivered  to  the  regimental  pay- 
master, to  be  transmitted  to  the  Slate  to  which  he  belongs, 
that  such  State  may  give  proper  orders  for  compelling  the 
delinquent  officer  to  account  in  a  court  of  justice. 

"That  duplicate  accounts  of  all  moneys  advanced  by 
Congress  by  general  officers  and  by  the  paymaster  and 
deputy  paymasters-general  for  recruiting  Continental  bat- 
talions, be  transmitted  by  the  treasury  board  ;  such  general 
officers  and  paymaster  and  deputy  paymaslers-a;eneral  re- 
spectively to  the  commissioners  of  accounts  for  tlie  army 
in  the  northern  and  middle  departments,  who  shall  deliver 
the  same  to  the  respective  regimental  paymastcis,  to  enable 
them  to  call  the  officers  chargeable  with  such  money,  to 
account  in  the  manner  before  directed  ;  and  the  said  regi- 
mental paymasters  shall  transmit  to  ihe  respective  commis- 
sioners aforesaid,  the  settlement  of  such  accounts  with  tlie 
vouchers,  who  shall  report  to  the  treasury  office  those 
which  are  approved  of  by  them,  and  shall  proceed  with 
the  regimental  paymaster  neglecting  to  obey  their  direc- 
tions herein,  and  officers  not  accounting  for  the  moneys 
by  them  received  as  aforesaid,  in  the  manner  proposed  to 
be  pursued  by  the  States  in  the  preceding  resolve. 

"  That  the  general  officers,  paymasters  and  deputy  pay- 
masters-general respectively,  be  also  directed  to  transmit 
to  the  treasury  office  duplicate  accounts  of  all  moneys  ad- 
vanced by  them  for  recruiting  Continental  baltalions  as 
aforesaid. 

"  That  all  regimental  paymasters  be  directed  to  apply  to 
the  respective  commissioners  for  accounts  of  the  sums  ad- 
vanced to  their  officers  as  aforesaid. 

"  That  all  commissioners  of  claims  or  accounts  he  em- 
powered to  administer  oaths  or  alfirmalions  to  persons  ex- 
amined by  them  in  the  execution  of  their  office. 
"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  resolutions  be  referred 
to  the  Auditor-General  and  that  he  carry  the  same  into  ex- 
ecution. 


DIE  LUNiE,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

Mai/  26,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present— Pieire  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.  Pretidtnt. 
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V  ]tr  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Morris, 
Mi   \bo>- ^^'P""'-  Canline. 

Captain  Hodge  attending,  requested  that  he  may  be  per- 
miiiei  to  employ  sooie  of  llie  disatfected  persons  who  are 
confined  on  board  the  vessels  al  Esopus  Landing  in  trans- 
porting the  Continental  frigate  Montgomerie  out  of  Esopus 
creek  into  Hudson's  river. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Hodge  be  permitted  to  employ 
»uch  of  the  disaffected  persons  confined  on  board  the  ves- 
sels at  Esopus  creek,  to  the  number  of  ten,  as  shall  be 
pointed  out  by  Zephaniah  Piatt  and  Mathew  Cantine, 
Esquires. 

DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  a.  m. 

May  27,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PaEBiNT — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.  President. 
Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Mr.  Cantine,  Jlr.  Piatt,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Genl. 
Scott,  Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Mr.  Harpur,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Morris. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  De  Witt  and  Mr.  Cantine  be  a 
committee  to  inspect  the  quality  of  the  gunpowder  manu- 
factured and  sent  to  this  place  for  the  use  of  this  State  by 
Henry  Wisner,  Esq. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  De  Wilt  and  Mr.  Cantine  be  a 
committee  to  furnish  the  guards  at  this  place  with  such 
ammunition  as  they  may  deem  necessary. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  be  appointed  to 
cause  the  rigging  and  stores  of  the  briganline,  lately  com- 
manded by  Charles  Sprainger,  to  be  inventoried  and  ap- 
praised, and  that  Captain  William  Bedlow  be  supplied  with 
such  parts  thereof  as  he  may  require  for  the  obstructions  ma- 
king in  Hudson's  river,  near  Pollepel's  island  ;  that  a  receipt 
be  taken  from  Capt.  Bedlow  for  such  part  as  may  be  de- 
livered to  him  agreeably  to  the  said  appraisement  to  be 
lodged  with  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  and  charged  to  the 
Continental  account. 

The  petition  of  Wendel  Cranmer,  praying  that  Jacobus 
Low  may  not  be  suffered  by  force  to  dispossess  him  of  a 
piece  of  land  whereon  he  now  resides,  without  due  course 
of  law,  was  read  and  committed  to  Captain  Piatt  and  Mr. 
Yates. 

A  letter  of  the  twentj'-third  instant  was  received  from 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Jacob  Hornbcck,  informing  the  Coun- 
cil that  when  a  third  pan  of  the  militia  of  Ulster  and  Orange 
was  drawn  into  service,  it  was  agreed  by  Brigadier-Cene- 
ral  Clinton  and  the  field  officers,  that  any  three  men  wlio 
should  be  classed  together  in  the  said  counties  and  could 
not  agree  to  make  out  one  man  to  stay  the  whole  time,  that 
said  three  men  might  make  out  together  to  serve  the  said 
time  by  turns,  in  consequence  of  which  several  do  serve 
by  turns  and  relieve  eacli  other  on  set  limes.  And  further, 
that  Captain  Frederick  Schoonmaker,  who  was  enlisting  a 
company  of  men  by  order  of  the  late  Convention,  had  en- 
listed several  persons  who  were  to  go  their  turns  as  afore- 
said, whereby  discontents  will  be  created  and  the  service 
injured. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Schoonmaker  do  not  in  future 
enlist  any  men  into  his  company  who  are  actually  engaged 
in  manner  aforesaid,  to  relieve  any  men  of  the  militia  called 
into  service  as  aforesaid,  and  that  he  discharge  all  such  of 
the  men  whom  he  hath  already  enlisted  as  are  under  those 
engagements. 

A  letter  with  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  of  Cla- 
verack,  dated  the  twenty-fourth  instant,  accompanying  Pe- 
Irus  Shoevelt,  Coenraad  King,  George  Teter  and  James 
Biggs,  dangerous  and  disaffected  persons,  apprehended  and 
»ent  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  under  guard,  by  the  said 
committee,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Lieu- 
tenant Cornelius  Hooghboom,  or  Jacob  Gaul,  the  sum  of 
eight  pounds  four  shillings  and  four  pence,  for  the  service 
and  expenses  of  himself  and  four  privates  in  bringing  the 
said  four  prisoners  from  Ciaverack  to  Kingston. 


4  ho.  P.  M.  May  27,  1777, 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Genl.  Scolt,  Mr,  J.iy,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Major  Van 
Zandt,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Harpur,  Mr.  (iilbt.  Livingston. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  advance  to 
Zephaniah  Piatt  and  Mathew  Gamine,  Esqr.  a  comniiitee 
appointed  by  the  late  Convention  of  this  Stale  to  suppress 
and  quell  all  plots  and  insurrections  among  the  disatfected 
inhabitants  in  the  manor  of  Livingston  and  liluncbeck  pre- 
cinct, the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  on  account  of  the 
contingent  charges  of  the  said  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  directed  to  pay  the  expenses  which  have  accrued 
upon  the  business  of  their  said  appointment. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jay  and  .Mr.  Yates  be  a  committee 
to  report  the  draft  of  a  commission  for  holding  a  court  of 
oyer  and  terminer  in  this  Slate. 

Resolved,  That  expresses  be  sent  to  Robert  Yates  and 
John  Sloss  Hobart,  Esquires,  commanding  their  immediate 
attendance  at  this  Council,  to  take  the  oaths  and  proceed 
to  the  execution  of  their  offices. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  and  Major  Van  Zandt,  (or  eiiherof 
them,)  a  committee  appointed  by  the  late  Convention  of 
this  State,  to  provide  vessels  for  the  reception  of  the  disaf- 
fected and  dangerous  persons,  apprehended  in  Rliincbeck 
and  manor  of  Livingston,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds,  on  account  of  the  said  business. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

May  28,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Zephaniah  Piatt,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Robert  Harpur,  Mr 
Cantine,  Mr.  Giibt.  Livingston. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Mr.  William  Bedlow,  the  further  sum  of  two  thousand  five 
hundred  pounds,  for  the  use  of  the  obstructions  making 
near  Pollopel's  island  in  Hudson's  river,  to  be  charged  to 
the  Continental  account. 

An  order  of  two  of  the  commissioners  of  conspiracies, 
was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit ; 

"State  of  New-York,ss. — By  the  commissioners  for  con- 
spiracies, &c.  Poughkeepsie,  May  27l!i,  1777,  Resolved, 
That  Capt.  llobt.  Uaslle  be  requested  to  dismiss  Pelrus 
Soefelt  from  his  confinement  on  board  the  vessel,  in  order 
for  his  immediate  attendance  before  this  board. 

"EGBT.  BENSON, 
"PETER  CANTINE,  JuN'R. 

"  Commissioners." 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  have  the  direction 
of  Capt.  Schoonmaker's  company,  order  the  said  Pelrus 
Soefelt  to  be  sent  to  the  commissioners  at  Poughkeepsie, 
under  a  proper  guard. 

A  memorn.1  of  John  Wheelock,  Esqr.  was  read,  and 
follows,  vizt : 

"  To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Neic-York. 

"  'i~he  memorial  of  John  VVlicelock,  Esqr.  humbly 
shewelli :  That  on  the  eighth  day  of  April  last,  he  received 
a  commission  from  the  Honourable  Convention  of  ihis  State 
to  raise  three  companies  of  men  in  the  northeastern  parts 
of  the  said  Stale,  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  same. 

"  That  the  term  of  time  for  raiding  the  said  men  was 
limited  to  nine  weeks  from  the  dale  of  the  resolves  of  the 
Convention  respecting  that  affair. 

"  That  according  to  the  said  resolves,  the  number  of 
officers  and  privates  are  to  be  the  same  as  tliose  raised  m 
the  Continental  service  ;  but  that  fifty  men  raised  in  each 
company  will  be  sufficient  to  entitle  the  recruiting  officers 
to  Continental  pay,  &c.;  provided  the  men  are  raised  wiihin 
eight  weeks  after  they  have  received  their  warrants. 
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"  In  consequence  of  llie  above  resolves  your  ineino- 
ralist  has  exerted  himself  and  found  rcmnrkable  success  ; 
bul  considering  the  many  (iisadvaniagcs  arising  contrary  to 
his  expectations,  since  the  warrants  were  jTiven  out,  and  in 
particular  the  obstructions  to  the  raising  of  men  in  the  north- 
eastern parts  of  this  .State  from  their  late  political  situation, 
under  which  circumstances  he  has  studied  to  avoid  as 
much  as  possible  all  unreasonable  expenses  to  the  State, 
having  warranted  as  yet  but  half  the  number  of  commis- 
sioned officers  necessary  to  complete  the  said  companies, 
some  of  which  received  orders  the  19ih  of  April,  and 
others  towards  the  first  of  Mav,  and  have  raised  as  lie  sup- 
poses, before  this  time  about  a  third  of  the  men  wliich 
would  entitle  double  the  number  of  commissioned  officers 
to  Continental  pay,  rations,  ikc.  from  the  date  ot  their 
warrants. 

"Your  memoralist  therefore  prays  your  Honourable 
Council  to  take  the  above  matters  into  your  wi=e  and  pru- 
dent consideration  ;  and  if  consistent  with  your  important 
trust  and  the  public  interest,  grant  him  sucii  enlargement 
of  time  to  fill  the  said  companies  as  your  wisdom  may  de- 
termine, consistent  with  the  state  of  ailairs  as  oli'ered  for 
your  Honour's  consideration.  And  your  memorialist  as  in 
duty  bound  shall  ever  pray,  &c. 

"JOHN  WHEELOCK. 

"  Kingston,  2Sth  May,  1777." 
Thereupon, 

Resolved,  The  time  allowed  for  raising  the  three  com- 
panies to  be  by  him  raised  for  the  service  ol  this  State  be 
prolonged  eight  weeks  from  the  lime  formerly  allowed  by 
the  resolutions  of  the  late  Convention  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Paine,  Esq.  and  Elcazer  Whee- 
lock,  the  one  by  Major  Whcelock  appointed  a  captain  and 
the  other  a  lieutenant,  be  commissioned  ;  and  that  IMajor 
Wheelock  direct  Lieutenant  Wlieelock  wiili  the  privates 
of  Captain  Pain's  company  to  march  to  Pishkiil,  in  Dutch- 
ess county,  without  delay,  there  lo  receive  and  loilow  the 
further  directions  of  the  Council  of  Safety  or  executive 
power  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  General  Bayley,  of  Gloucester  county, 
be  requested  to  order  one  of  the  companies  ot  the  troops 
raised  in  the  counties  of  Gloucester  and  Cumberland, 
usually  called  rangers,  to  march  lo  Kin'^^ston,  in  Ulster 
county,  without  delay,  to  follow  the  further  directions  of 
the  Council  of  Safety,  or  executive  power  of  this  Slate. 

Mr.  Jay,  according  to  order,  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter 
to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  at  Conirress,  which  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 
"Gentlemen — The  Council  of  Safety  are  of  opinion 
that  the  report  of  the  Coinmiiloe  of  Congress,  relative  to 
the  cruelties  of  the  enemy  towards  their  jirisoners  will  be 
productive  of  very  good  clTects  if  properly  published  and 
distributed,  which  they  think  cannot  be  done  so  well  by 
parcels  in  a  newspaper  as  altogeiher  in  a  pnmphlet.  They 
therefore  desire  and  enjoin  you  to  use  your  uesi  endeavours 
to  obtain  a  resolution  of  Congress  for  immediately  printing 
that  report  and  the  affidavits  referred  to  m  it,  in  a  pamph- 
let, and  at  the  expense  of  this  Stale  ;  to  send  a  thousand 
copies  to  the  Council  of  Safety  for  tiie  purpose  of  being 
distributed  among  the  inhabi'ants. 

"  I  am  also  directed  to  susncst  to  you  that  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Council  it  would  be  usclul  to  send  a  number  of 
copies  to  Europe  and  the  West  Indies;  ihcv  would  furnish 
the  advocates  of  humanity  and  the  rijhts  ot  mankmd  witli 
a  proper  idea  of  the  spirit  with  winch  the  King  of  Britain 
wa'Jes  and  conducts  this  wicked  war  au'amsi  us. 

"The  Council  are  happv  to  hear  that  justice  will  pro- 
bably be  done  Major-General  Schuyler,  and  ihey  much 
commend  your  attention  to  that  subject. 

"  They  are  anxious  to  be  informed  of  the  determinations 
of  Congress  respecting  the  memorial  delivered  lo  them  by 
General  Morris. 

"  I  am,  dec. 


P.  S.  You  will  peruse,  and  if  you  think  proper,  seal 
and  deliver  the  enclosed  letter. 

•'  To  llie  Honble.  Philip  LiviNnsTON,  Major- 
Genl.  Schuyler,  James  JJuane  and 
WiLLM.  JDder,  Delegates,  &c.'' 

Ordered,  Tiial  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Mr.  Jay  also  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  C<ingress, 
which  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

Sir — At  a  time  when  the  counsel  and  arms  of  Ameri- 
ca should  be  directed  to  the  defence  of  all  the  I'nited 
States  against  a  foreign  invasion,  it  gives  us  pain  tu  find  it 
our  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  domestic 
concerns  of  this. 

"  A  faction  in  the  northeastern  part  of  this  State  is  at  se- 
paration from  it,  and  have  declared  themselves  independent. 

"Although  we  apprehend  no  great  difficulties  in  reduc- 
ing these  factious  spirits  to  obedience  and  good  order  by 
the  justice  and  vigour  of  the  government  of  this  State 
without  the  aid  of  Congress;  yet  as  a  report  prevails,  and  is 
daily  gaining  credit,  that  they  are  privately  countenanced 
in  their  designs  by  certain  members  of  your  Honourable 
House,  we  esteem  it  our  duty  to  give  you  this  information, 
that  by  a  proper  resolution  on  that  subject,  the  reputation 
of  Congress  may  cease  to  be  injured  by  impulations  so  dis- 
graceful and  dishonourable. 

"  However  unwilling  we  may  be  to  entertain  suspicions 
so  disreputable  to  any  member  of  Congress,  yet  the  truth 
is,  that  no  inconsiderable  number  of  the  people  of  this 
State  do  believe  the  report  to  be  well  founded,  and  of 
course  iheir  confidence  in  the  justice,  and  their  respect  for 
the  delerminalions  of  Congress,  will,  we  fear,  be  diminish- 
ed ;  nor  can  it  be  difficult  to  perceive  what  an  unhaiipy  in- 
fluence such  reports  will  have  on  the  minds  of  the  best 
whigs  in  this  State,  especially  at  this  critical  juncture. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
"  To  Honblc.  John  Hancock,  Prest." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

The  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  regiments  of  Colonels 
Pawling,  Snyder  and  Dubois,  now  in  service  at  Fort  Mont- 
gomery, praying  that  commissioners  may  be  appointed  to 
receive  their  votes  for  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  &c. 
was  read,  and  follows  in  the  words,  to  wit : 

"  To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  New-York  : 

"The  petition  of  us,  field  officers  of  Col.  Pawling's, 
Snyder's  and  Duboys's  regiments,  stationed  at  Fort  Mont- 
gomery, humbly  sheweth  : 

"  That  your  petitioners,  being  out  in  the  service  in  de- 
fence of  iheir  country,  having  understood  that  elections  at 
different  places,  (this  post  excepted,)  are  in  short  to  be 
held  for  the  choosing  of  a  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor, 
Senators  and  Assembly  for  the  State  of  New-York,  do,  as 
members  of  said  Stale,  (considering  the  above  circum- 
stance.) humbly  pray  that  commissioners  be  appointed  to 
receive  the  votes  of  us,  and  such  other  persons  belonging 
to  our  respective  regiments  at  this  post,  as  are  entitled  to 
give  them.  And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duly  bound,  shall 
ever  pray. 

«  LEVI  PAWLING,  Col. 

"  JAMES  McCLAGIlRY,  L.  Col. 

"  J0H3.  HARDE.NBERGH,  ,Jor.  Lt. 

"  P.  HOOGHTELTNG,  Major, 

«  LEWIS  DUBOYS,  Coll. 

"  JAS.  BRUYN,  Lt.  CoU." 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
till  this  afternoon. 

ith  ho.  P.  M.  May  28,  1777.,. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  ;  ,j 

Pbese.nt — Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Jaj,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Harpur,  Mr.  Tlatt,  Genl.  Scott,  Major  VaD 
Zandt,  Colonel  Be  Witt,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston. 
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The  Council  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tion of  the  field  officers  of  the  Colonels  Pawling,  Snyder 
jnd  Uuboys,  reginnents,  stationed  at  Fort  Montgomerie, 
praying  that  commissioners  may  be  appointed  to  receive 
their  votes  for  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  Senators 
„d  Assembly. 

Tlie  said  petition  being  read,  Genl.  Scott,  seconded  by 
Jlr.  Harpur,  moved  that  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted.    After  long  debates,  it  was 

Agreed  and  Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of 
ihe  said  motion  be  postponed  till  lo-morrovv  morning. 

Simon  Van  Klceck  and  Levi  Quimby  having  been  with 
the  enemy,  and  having  returned  to  their  allegiance,  by  tak- 
ing the  oalhs  and  complying  with  the  terms  directed  by  the 
ordinance  of  the  late  Convention,  were  pardoned  and  dis- 
charged. 


DIE  JOVIS,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

May  29,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pbesent— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Piatt,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livinsston,  Major  Van  Zandt, 
Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Harpur,  Mr.  Jay,  Genl.  Scott. 

A  letter  from  Henry  Wisner,  at  Goshen,  dated  the  twen- 
ty-sixth instant,  informing  that  he  had,  by  virtue  of  the  de- 
dimus  transmitted  to  him  by  the  Council  of  Safety,  waited 
on  Jesse  Woodhull,  Esquire,  sheriff  of  Orange  county,  and 
administered  to  him  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  of  office, 
was  read  and  filed. 

A  letter  from  Jacob  Bladtnaer,  Junr.  dated  this  day,  was 
read.  He  therein  informs  that  his  brother-in-lavv  Flyte 
Miller,  is  confined  on  board  the  ship,  and  as  he  is  truly  pe- 
nitent of  his  misconduct,  the  said  Bladtnear  offers  to  be- 
come bondsman  or  surety  for  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letters  lie  on  the  table. 
The  Council  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Genl. 
Scotl's  motion  on  the  prayer  of  the  petiiion  of  the  field  of- 
ficers of  the  regiments  stationed  at  Fort  Montgomerie,  to 
wit,  that  the  prayer  of  the  said  petiiion  be  granted. 

Mr.  Jay,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  moved  for 
the  following  amendment  to  Genl.  Scotl's  motion,  to  wit : 

Whereas  tiie  late  Convention  of  ihis  Stale  did,  prior  to 
iheir  dissolution,  pass  and  publi.^h  an  ordinance  for  organiz- 
ing and  establishing  the  government  agreed  to  by  the  said 
Convention,  and  airiong  other  things  in  the  said  ordinance 
contained,  did  ascertain  and  appoint  the  manner  in  which, 
and  the  particular  places  at  which  the  elections  therein 
mentioned  should  be  held  : 

Resolved,  That  it  would  be  highly  improper  for  this 
Council  to  direct  that  the  elections  aforesaid  should  be  held 
in  any  other  manner,  or  at  any  other  place  or  places,  than 
ihose  which  the  said  Convention  did,  in  and  by  the  said 
ordinance,  nominate  and  prescribe. 

Debates  arose,  and  the  question  being  put  on  the  said 
proposed  amendment,  was  carried  in  the  negative  in  man- 
ner following,  to  wit : 

For  the  negative. 
Genl.  Scott, 
Mr.  Yates, 
Mr.  Canline, 
Major  Van  Zandt, 
Mr.  Harpur. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Genl.  Scott's  motion,  to 
wit:  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petiiion  be  granted,  and 
canied  in  the  affirmative  in  the  following  manner,  to  wit : 

For  the  negative.  For  the  npsraJirc. 
Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston, 

Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  I'latt, 

Mr.  Harpar,  Colo.  De  Witt. 

Major  Van  Zandt. 

Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted. 
Adjourned  till  the  afternoon. 


For  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Piatt, 
Colo.  De  Witt. 


Die  Jovis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  May  29,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — P  ierre  Van  Cortlandtj  Esfiuire,  JPrcsidcnt. 
Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Jay,  Colo.  De  AVitt,  Mr. 
GUbt.  Livingston,  Mr.  Canline,  Mr.  Harper. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Piatt  and  Major  Van  Zandt,  bti  a 
a  committee  to  confer  with  Captain  llogers,  of  the  sloop 
of  war  Montgomery,  belonging  to  this  Stale,  who  is  now 
attending. 

Mr.  Jay,  according  to  order,  reported  the  draft  of  a  com- 
mission for  holding  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer,  and  gene- 
ral jail  delivery  in  this  State,  which  was  read,  amended 
and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wii ; 

"  The  People  of  the  State  of  New-York,  by  ilic  ^race 
of  God  free  and  independent :  To  our  trusty  and  \\  e!i  be- 
loved chief  justice  of  our  supreme  court  of  judica- 
ture, for  our  said  State;  and  to  puisne  judges 
of  our  said  court;  and  to  Esquires,  justices  of 
the  peace  for  our  county  of                    Greeti.\g  : 

"  Know  ye,  that  we  have  assigned,  and  do  by  tiiese  pre- 
sents assign  you  the  said  or  any 
three  of  you,  (whereof  we  will  either  of  you,  the  said 
to  be  one,)  our  justices,  to  inquire,  by 
the  oaths  of  honest  and  lawful  men  of  the  county  aforesaid, 
and  by  other  ways,  methods  and  means,  by  w  hom  and  ijv 
which  the  truth  of  ihe  matter  may  be  the  belter  known,  of 
whatsoever,  treasons,  misprisions  of  treasons,  insurreclioiis, 
rebellions,  murders,  felonies,  homicides,  killings,  burgla- 
ries, rapes  of  women,  unlawful  congregations  and  assem- 
blies, words  spoken,  misprisions,  confederacies,  false  al- 
legiance, trespasses,  riots,  rouls,  escapes,  contempts,  false- 
hoods, negligences,  concealments,  maintenances,  oppres- 
sions, champerties,  deceits,  and  olhcr  misdoings,  ofTciices 
and  injuries  whatsoever ;  as  also  of  the  accessaries  there- 
unto within  the  county  aforesaid,  by  whomsoever  and  how- 
soever had,  done,  perpetrated  or  committed  ;  and  by  whom, 
to  whom,  when,  where  and  how,  and  of  ail  other  articles 
and  circumstances,  the  premises,  or  any  of  them  anywise 
concerning.  And  the  said  treasons,  and  otiier  the  premises 
for  this  time,  to  hear  and  determine,  according  to  the  law 
of  our  said  Stale.  Therefore  wc  command  you,  that  at 
such  a  certain  day  and  place  as  you,  or  any  three  of  you, 
(wliereof  we  will  eitiier  of  you  the  said  to  be 
one,)  thereto  shall  appoint,  you  make  diligent  inquiries  of 
the  premises,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  you  hear 
and  determine,  and  the  same  do  and  fulfil  in  lionotir  afore- 
said, doing  therein  that  which  to  justice  doth  belong,  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  our  said  State,  saving  to  us  our  amer- 
ciaments, and  other  tilings  thereby  to  us  belonging.  P'or 
we  have  commanded  our  sheritf  of  our  county  aforesaid, 
that  at  such  certain  day  and  place  as  you,  or  any  three  of 
you,  (whereof  we  will  either  of  you,  the  said 
to  be  one,)  shall  make  known  to  hitn,  he  cause  to  come 
before  yon,  or  three  of  you,  (whereof  wc  will  cither  of 
you,  the  said  to  be  one,)  such  and  so  manv  ho- 
nest and  lawful  men  of  his  bailiwick  as  that  ihe  truth  of  the 
matter  may  be  the  belter  known  and  inquired  of.  And 
further  know  ye,  that  we  have  constituted,  and  by  these 
presents  do  constitute  you,  the  said  or  any  three 
of  you,  (whereof  we  will  either  of  you,  the  said 
to  be  one,)  our  justices,  our  jail  of  our  county  aforesaid, 
of  the  prisoners  therein,  being  for  this  time  to  deliver :  And 
therefore  we  command  you,  that  at  such  certain  day  as  you, 
or  any  three  of  you,  (wiiereof  we  will  either  of  you,  the 
said  to  be  one,)  shall  appoint,  you  come  to  our 
court  house  of  our  said  county,  the  said  jail  to  deliver,  do- 
ing therein  what  to  justice  doth  belong,  according  to  the 
law  of  our  said  State,  saving  to  us  our  amerciaments,  and 
other  things  thereby  to  us  belonging.  For  we  have  com- 
manded our  sheriff  of  our  said  county  of  that  at 
such  certain  day  as  you,  or  any  three  of  you,  (whereof  we 
will  either  of  you,  the  said  to  be  one,)  shall 
make  known  to  him,  he  cause  them  to  come  before  you 
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or  any  three  of  you,  (whereof  we  will  either  of  you,  the 
said  to  be  one,)  all  the  prisoners  of  tlie  same 

jail,  and  their  aitachmeiils.  These  presents  to  continue 
and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  from  the  day  of 

the  date  hereof,  and  no  longer. 

"In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  these  our  let- 
ters to  be  made  patent,  and  (declare  the  same  to  be  of  as 
much  force  and  virtue  as  if)  ilie  great  seal  of  our  said  iSlate 
(which  is  not  yet  furnished,)  had  been  thereunto  affixed. 

"Witness  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Pierre  Van  Cort- 
landt,  President  of  our  Council  of  Safety  for  our 
said  State,  in  the  Council  of  the  said  State  and  by 
their  order,  at  our  town  of  Kingston  the 
day  of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 

thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  cause  two  copies  to  be 
made  of  the  said  commission. 

The  letter  from  Isaac  bhelden,  Theodorus  Van  Wyck 
and  Henry  Livingston,  Junr.  commissioners  in  Dutchess 
county  for  disposing  of  the  personal  property  of  persons 
gone  over  to  the  enemy,  and  winch  was  committed  on  the 
23d  instant,  was  again  read.  The  said  commissioners 
thereby  allege  that  the  allowance  made  to  them  while  em- 
ployed in  that  service  is  inadequate  to  their  trouble  and 
expense,  and  request  additional  pay. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  said  letter  was  referred, 
reported  "  That  it  is  their  opinion  that  the  augmentation  of 
the  pay  of  the  said  commissioners  at  this  time  would  be 
attended  with  disagreeable  consequences,  as  it  would  au- 
thorize every  officer,  or  set  of  otficers,  now  in  the  service 
of  this  State,  to  complain  of  their  pay,  and  to  expect  suc- 
cess from  a  similar  application."  The  same  being  taken 
into  consideration, 

Resolved,  That  this  Council  doth  agree  with  their  com- 
mittee in  the  said  report. 

Adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

May  30,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers. 

Peesent — Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Jay,  .Mr.  PlaU,  .Mr.  Canline,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr. 
Harpur,  Colo.  D.  WiU. 

For  want  of  another  member  to  form  a  quorum,  adjourned 
till  four  o'clock  post  meridian. 

Die  Veneris,  4  ho.  P.  ,\[.  May  30,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Esquire,  Fresideil. 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Harpur,  General  Scou,  Colo.  D.  Wilt.  Mr.  Jay,  Ma- 
jor Vaa  Zandt,  Mr.  Piatt. 

For  want  of  another  member  to  torm  a  quorum,  adjourned 
till  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  SABBATI,  9  no.  a.  m. 

May  31,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Canline,  Mr.  Abm.  Vales,  Mr.  Karpur,  Major  Van  Zandt.  Judse 
Piatt,  Mr.  Jay,  Colo.  Ue  Wat. 

Mr.  Jay  informed  the  other  members  present  that  Mr. 
Colden's  wife  and  son  are  come  to  Esopus  to  visit  him, 
and  therefore  request  that  ins  iroing  on  boanl  of  a  vessel  at 
the  atrand  may  be  postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  all  the  members  [irocnt  that  tins  re- 

?[uest  of  Major  Golden  be  granted  ;  and  that  Mr.  Jay  in- 
brm  the  sheriff  and  Mr.  Golden  thereof. 
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General  Scott  came  in  and  took  his  seat. 

Ordered,  That  two  hogslieads  of  leather  breeches  now 
in  the  store  of  Captain  John  Elmendorph  be  sent  to  the 
clothing  store  at  Fishkill,  to  Mr.  John  Henry,  and  that 
Captain  Elmendorph  be  requested  to  have  them  sent  by 
the  first  safe,  convenient  opportunity  by  water. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  prepare  a  bond  to  the 
Treasurer,  to  be  executed  by  David  Ciirrie  and  his  sureties, 
in  the  sum  of  three  thousand  poumls  conditioned  lor  the 
faitliful  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  liim  and  to  account 
for  the  said  sum.  That  the  Secretary  enclose  the  said 
bond  to  David  Gurrie  to  be  executed,  and  by  letter  direct 
Mr.  Gurrie  to  apply  to  General  IMcDougall  for  direciions. 

A  letter  from  Captain  Isaac  Belknap,  dated  the  twenty- 
ninth  instant,  was  read  and  filed.  He  therein  informed  that 
since  he  received  the  resolutions  of  the  twenty-ninth  uhimo. 
which  was  on  the  seventeenth  instant,  he  and  his  subaherns 
have  been  endeavouring  to  recruit.  That  by  means  of  the 
late  calls  of  militia,  and  ihe  superior  encouragement  siven 
to  those  who  will  accept  employment  at  the  works  making 
to  obstruct  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river,  it  is  verv  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  men  to  recruit  the  company,  and  that  thev 
had  not  at  the  date  thereof  enlisted  even  one  man.  Tliere- 
forc. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Captain  Isaac  Belknap, 
and  the  remainder  of  his  officers  and  men,  be  discharged 
and  disbanded. 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Done,  with  two  certificates, 
were  brought  in  and  were  read.  The  petition  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safttij  of  the  Slate  of  Xew-Yorlc. 

"  The  petition  of  Thomas  Done  humbly  sheweili :  That 
in  January,  in  the  year  1775,  your  petitioner  enlisted  in 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  levies,  which  marched  to  the  relief 
of  our  troops  before  Quebec  ;  that  at  the  expiration  of  the 
time  he  so  enlisted,  (to  wit,)  the  15ih  of  April  following, 
your  petitioner  engaged  in  the  service  of  tliis  State,  and 
entered  into  Capt.  Lamb's  company  of  artillery,  then  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Lieut.  Wool  ;  that  while  your  petitioner 
belonged  to  the  said  company,  (to  wit,)  on  the  first  day  of 
May,  as  he  was  on  duty  at  a  two  gun  battery  near  Charles's 
river,  he  was  wounded  by  the  bursting  of  one  of  our  own 
cannon,  and  thereby  totally  lost  his  sight,  besides  being 
otherwise  greatly  injured  ;  that  on  the  6th  of  May  your 
petitioner  was  taken  prisoner  and  remauied  in  captivity 
until  last  fall,  when  he  was,  with  the  otiier  prisoners,  sent 
by  Genl.  Carlton  to  Elizabeth  Town  ;  that  your  petitioner 
some  time  after  applied  to  the  Honourable  John  Hancock, 
President  of  the  Congress,  for  relief,  who  directed  your 
petitioner  to  repair  to  where  lie  first  entered  into  the  service 
of  these  Stales  ;  tliat  accordingly  your  petitioner  went  to 
Alfred,  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  State,  where  the  commit- 
tee refused  to  make  any  provisions  for  liim,  insisting  that 
your  petitioner  ought  to  be  provided  for  by  that  Stale  in 
whose  immediate  service  he  was  at  the  time  he  received 
his  wounds. 

"  Your  petitioner  therefore  humbly  begs  leave  to  lay  his 
case  before  ll.is  Honourable  House,  praying  tiiat  they  will 
grant  him  such  relief  as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall  think  fit. 
And  your  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  prav. 

"THOMAS  DONE. 

"  Kingston,  May  SOlh,  1777." 

The  examination  of  Thomas  Done  :  "  Savs  lie  was  born 
at  Sheflield,  in  Yorkshire,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  England  ;  that  he  was  a  pressed  man  on  hoard  the 
Chatham,  a  fifty  gun  ship  belonging  to  the  British  navy, 
and  ran  away  from  her  at  the  island  of  Antigua  ;  from 
whence,  by  different  conveyances,  lie  arrived  in  the  .Massa- 
chusetts Bay  State,  soon  after  the  death  of  General  Mont- 
gomerie,  where  he  enlisted  two  or  three  days  after  his  arri- 
val, in  the  Massachnsetls  Bay  troops,  for  three  months' 
service,  and  proceeded  with  litem  to  Quebec,  and  continued 
in  that  service  until  those  troops  were  discharged  ;  and 
'  thereupon  he  enlisted  in  the  Continental  company  of  arlil- 


:      rii  d  iV'iit'b-:: 

....  -  ■  :.S  :.  ■  "j- V  ^• 

>:. •'-■t  ■-  --]!.'".'i.i(i'^i';i.'0  a.5f 

::      lyjiv:....-  J.":'     .s^'/v  -,-»:0:^  rl-i 

■  ■  '    ■  '  -  ■  '  -'"^^ ,  .-i  .A  r,n  III  ,8], 

.    I  .  .    r  l-i  i  .-.''-1;.;-  •Iry.  .  :(■;■:  t>!))  \^  ■  _  v 


■r.  ' 


.Ml:  o: 


V-.': 


;             1,-^  '    i,   v!                  '<'"'^   '/-.i-:    fjlj!^  V/llit  f       V-C ' "  ^  ii  J  |  ,fu<.'l'"^ 

,  ■.,.!    .:-(_['Hr.<   7  T !  J   ^;  i  f'/^ti ;-./r'ri'  .  - 

,i, ;,.;..„.,  .!•..;'•.»  'j!  m .'.Jiv/- 1.:  >!>.<»  ■«•;;  :;««  ."-.■<•'-: s^.  '  'n        Jkoj  J". '_-<••• ' 

j  >  vr.».  II  '■■  lsii>tiUi("'-0  9'fS  III  b'tJj'-'ir;       ;if ii  • 


950 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 


•  commanded  by  Captn.  Lamb,  in  which  service  he  lost 
his  siglit  as  mentioned  \n  his  petition." 

liesolved,  That  this  State  will,  for  the  present,  make 
fome  provision  for  the  said  Thomas  Done,  a  Continental 
maimed  soldier,  agreeably  to  Continental  regulations  for 
that  purpose.  And 

Ordered,  That  he  be  committed  to  the  care  of  the  Se- 
cretaries until  further  order ;  that  tliey,  or  one  of  them, 
disburse  some  money  for  his  aid  and  support,  and  charge 
this  State  with  the  same.  And 

Resolved,  That  the  same  disbursements  be  repaid  by 
this  State. 

An  application  of  John  Dumont,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Kingston,  was  read,  and  follows  in  these  words, 
to  wit : 

"  To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  New-York. 

"Whereas,  at  the  request  of  the  Convention,  the  com- 
mittee of  this  town,  some  time  in  February  last,  ordered 
and  established  a  night  watch  to  be  kept,  to  guard  the  State 
prisoners,  every  man  in  this  town  belonging  to  the  militia, 
were  ordered,  agreeable  to  the  committee's  regulation,  to 
come  in  their  turn  on  said  watch  ;  some  persons  neglected, 
others  refused,  on  whom  the  committee  imposed  fines, 
which  fines  were  paid  and  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  chair- 
man :  And  whereas  no  direction  is  ordered,  or  pointed 
out  by  the  militia  regulations,  how  to  apply  those  fines  : 
Tlierefore,  your  informant  prays  the  advice  of  the  Honoura- 
ble Council  of  Safety  how,  and  in  what  manner,  and  for 
what  uses,  those  fines  shall  be  paid  by  your  informer. 

"JOHN  DUMONT,  Chairman. 
"  Kingston,  May  30th,  1777." 

The  Council  of  Safety  were  informed  that  the  said  fines 
amount  to  fifty  shillings. 

Ordered,  That  John  Dumont,  Esqr.  paylhe  said  money 
to  the  present  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Kingston,  to 
be  by  him  applied  to  discharge  the  incidental  charges  of 
the  committee.  * 

A  letter  from  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  Ulster  county,  dated  the  twenty-ninth 
instant,  was  read.  He  therein  refers  to  the  petition  of 
Jonaliian  Terwillger,  therein  enclosed,  praying  to  be  re- 
compensed for  the  wound  he  received  and  the  loss  of  his 
fusee,  by  Jacobus  Rosa  and  his  party. 

The  petition  of  Jonathan  Terwillger,  therein  mentioned, 
was  also  read.  He  thereby  prays  a  compensation  for  his 
wound  and  tiie  loss  of  his  fusee  by  Roos's  party,  and  a 


packet,  by  a  faithful  messenger,  to  Head-Quarters  ;  you 
will  be  careful  to  seal  the  packet. 
"  I  am,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient,  humble  servt. 

"HORATIO  GATES. 

"  To  the  Honble.  the  President  of  the 

Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New-York." 

Therein  were  enclosed  the  following  papers,  vizt :  a  re- 
turn of  the  garrison  at  Ticonderoga,  made  the  'J-illi  of 
May  ;  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Poor  to  .Major- 
General  Gates,  dated  the  25th  instant ;  and  also  a  copy  of 
another  letter  from  Genl.  Poor  to  General  Gales,  dated' the 
27th  instant,  of  which  ihe  following  is  an  extract,  to  wit  ; 

"  I  sent  out  a  reconnoitering  party  ;  they  landed  at  the 
Split  rock,  about  the  break  of  day,  within  one  liundred 
and  fifty  yards  of  the  enemy's  advanced  boat,  winch  the 
approach  of  day  discovered,  together  with  two  schoui:ers 
and  six  gondolas  ;  all  within  three  hundred  yards  of  them. 
He  observed  on  the  west  shore  about  forty  baileaux,  but 
as  there  was  a  thick  fog,  could  only  discover  the  form  of 
the  vessels  and  a  number  of  fires  ;  a  very  lieavy  inornni"- 
gnn  was  discharged  lower  down  the  lake,  he  thinks  a1 
Schuyler's  island." 

There  was  also  enclosed  a  letter  from  General  Gates  to 
his  E.'ccellency  General  Washington. 
The  same  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  John  McLean,  as  a  special  messenirer, 
do  immediately  proceed  to  His  Excellency  General  Wa- 
shington with  the  said  packet  from  (ieneral  Gates  ;  and 
the  said  packet,  being  sealed  by  the  Secretary,  was  ac- 
cordingly delivered  to  John  McLean,  to  whom  a  warrant 
was  also  given  to  impress  horses  if  necessary. 

Savage,  one  of  the  prisoners  in  Ulster  county  jnil,  was 
brought  before  the  Council  of  Safety  and  examined  as  to 
theleilerswhich  Smith,  the  horse  thief,  told  James  llobi- 
son  he  had  buried.  Savage  says  that  he  heard  Smith  tell 
Robison  that,  near  the  house  at  wliich  he  was  taken,  he 
buried  a  letter  and  some  money  at  the  foot  of  a  large  oak 
tree,  near  a  pond  or  a  puddle  of  water. 

John  Middagh  and  Henry  Bush,  sent  prisoners  from 
Rochester  to  Kingston,  were  brought  up  before  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  and  examined. 

Middagh  acknowledges  that  he  said  that  General  Howe 
would  come  up  Hudson's  river  some  time  in  Mav  and  take 
North  America ;   that  he  told  how  much  he  heard  each 
man  who  enlisted  in  Howe's  army,  was  to  have  ;  that  he 
compensation  to  Sergeant  Joseph  J'reer  for  the  loss  of  his  j  told  these  things  as  he  had  heard  them  ;  that  he  heard 


aims  and  accoutrements  by  the  said  Roos  and  his  party 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  petition  he  on  the 
table. 

A  long  letter  from  Ebenezer  Dayton,  dated  at  on 
the  instant,  recommending  the  sending  of  ranging 

companies  on  Long  island,  was  read. 

A  draft  of  resolutions,  by  him  proposed  and  submitted 
to  the  consideration  of  this  Council,  was  also  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ebenezer  Dayton  do  attend  this 
Council  of  Safety,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  to 
confer  with  them  on  that  subject. 

Die  Sabbati,  4  ho.  P.  M.  May  31,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PxBSENT — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.  President. 
G«nl.  Scott,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Piatt,  Colo.  De  Wilt,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Can- 
tine,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Harper. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  Gates,  dated  at  Albany,  thirtieth 
day  of  May  instant,  was  received  by  express,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  vizt : 

"  Jlbany,  ZOtk  May,  1777. 
"Sir — I  send  the  enclosed  packet  for  General  Wa- 
•hington,  unsealed,  for  your  perusal.    I  desire  (having 
Wad  the  contents)  you  will  instantly  forward  the  General's 


them  from  his  brother  and  the  company  who  were  wiih 
him  ;  that  he  met  that  company  at  the  same  time  with 
James  Merkell ;  that  he  is  a  friend  to  his  country  and 
means  to  continue  so. 

Henry  Bush  being  examined,  denies  his  having  said 
any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of  his  country  ;  that  he  was  sent 
for  and  examined  before  the  committee  of  Rochester  rela- 
tive to  having  had  any  knowledge  of  Roosa  or  Middaf;h 
and  their  company  ;  liiat  he  had  not  any  knowledge  of  that 
company  or  their  proceedings. 

The  said  John  Middagh  and  Henry  Bush  respectively 
took  the  oalh  of  allegiance,  were  admonished  as  to  their 
future  conduct  and  discharged  ;  and  by  order  of  the  Coun- 
cil the  Secretary  present  gave  each  of  them  a  certificate  of 
their  having  taken  the  said  oath  and  therewith  a  discharge. 

The  sheriff  of  the  county  of  UUter  brought  up  before 
the  Council  a  paper  writing,  in  the  words  followins',  vizt : 
"  Sir — Agreeable  to  a  request  received  from  the  com- 
mittee of  this  precinct,  to  me  directed,  you  are  hereby  or- 
dered to  command  a  sulTicient  guard  to  take  the  body  of 
Elnathan  Foster  and  him  safely  convey  to  Kingston  jail 
forthwith,  whereof  fail  not.    Tins  from, 
"  Sir,  yours, 
"JONATHAN  HASBROUCK,  Col. 
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"  N.  B.  By  an  order  of  committee  you  are  to  command 
Umphrcy  Merrill  to  take  Elnalhan  Foster  from  wlience  he 
brought  liim,  &c. 

"J.  HAS'K." 

Which  said  paper  was  directed,  on  pubh'c  service,  to 
Capt.  Stephen  Case,  or  in  his  absence,  to  his  next  com- 
manding officer. 

The  sheriff  further  informed  liie  Council  of  Safety  that 
a  person  who  appears  to  be  an  officer,  and  who  dehvered 
him  the  said  paper,  had  brought  to  him  ihcrewiili  the  said 
Elnathan  Foster  (who  was  lately  discharged  by  this  Coun- 
cil) as  a  prisoner,  and  he  reqiiosied  ihe  direction  of  this 
Council  whether  he  siiould  confine  ihe  said  Elnalhan  Fos- 
ter in  jail.  The  sherifl"  was  thereupon  directed  not  to  con- 
fine the  said  Elnalhan  Foster. 

Ordered,  That  the  sheriff  lake  the  parol  of  the  said 
Elnathan  Foster  to  coniiiiue  in  Kingston  until  further  order, 
and  that  the  sheriff  discliarge  the  guard. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Jonailian  Hasbrouck  and  Abel 
Belnap,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the  coinmiiice  of  Newburgh, 
be  cited  to  appear  before  this  Council  of  Safety  without 
delay,  to  answer  for  their  conduct  in  the  premises. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  prepare,  and  the  President 
subscribe,  a  letter  to  General  Gales,  with  the  respecilul 
acknowledgments  of  the  intelligence  communicated  by  his 
packet,  and  informing  him  that  the  same  was  immediately 
sealed  and  forwarded  by  a  trusty  messenger,  and  that  the 
said  letter  be  returned  by  the  express  who  came  from  Ge- 
neral Gates. 

The  said  letter  was  despatched  accordingly. 

Mr.  Pettit  having  given  some  information  to  the  Council, 

Ordered,  That  his  deposition  be  taken  thereunto. 

The  depositions  of  Thomas  Peiiit  and  Johannes  Freer 
were  taken  and  read  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Thomas  Pettit  being  sworn,  saith,  that  he  this  morn- 
ing heard  Johannes  Freer  sav  that  the  commiltee  of  this 
town  found  a  great  deal  of  fault  wiih  the  Council  of  Safe- 
ty, and  that  if  the  Council  went  on  as  they  had  done,  they 
would  not  be  a  House  much  longer ;  and  this  deponent 
asked  him  where  he  heard  it ;  he  said  from  the  committee. 
And  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

"  THOMAS  PETTIT. 

"  Sworn  in  Council  the  31st  ) 
May,  1777,  before  me,  \ 

"  Pierre  V.^^n  Cortlandt,  President." 

"Johannes  Freer  being  sworn,  sailh,  that  the  contents 
of  the  affidavit  aforesaid  of  Thomas  Pettit,  are  true,  except 
that  instead  of  the  committee  of  this  town,  he  told  Mr. 
Pettit  it  was  the  commiuee  of  Marble  Town  who  were 
displeased  with  the  Council  of  Safely.  And  this  deponent 
further  saith,  that  Cornelius  Tack,  one  of  ihc  members  of 
the  said  committee,  told  this  deponent  yesterday  that  the 
committee  aforesaid  were  much  displeased  at  the  Council 
having  discharged  Wilhelmus  Markle  and  others  ;  and 
that  if  the  Convention  went  on  in  that  way,  in  a  week  or 
fortnight  they  would  be  no  Convention  ;  and  further  saith 
not. 

"JOHANNES  FREER. 

"Sworn  31st  May,  1777. 

"  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  President." 
Thereupon  the  Council  come  to  the  following  order : 
Whereas  it  appears  to  the  Council  of  Safety  by  the 
affidavit  of  Johannes  Freer,  that  Cornelius  Tack  of  Mar- 
ble Town,  now  or  late  one  of  the  commiuee  of  the  said 
town,  hath  been  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  privileges  by 
speaking  in  menacing  and  disrespectful  terms  of  the  said 
Council  as  the  Representatives  of  the  free  people  of  this 
State.  Therefore, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Captain  Frederick  Schoon- 
maker  do  take  the  said  Cornelius  Tack  into  custody  and 
bring  him  to  the  bar  of  this  Council  on  Monday  next  at 
twelve  of  the  clock  of  that  day. 


DIE  LUN^,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

June  2,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers,  &c. 

Pkesent— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Yates,  Gent.  Scott,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr. 
Harpur,  Mr.  Plait,  Major  Tappen,  Colo.  De  Witt. 

The  Honourable  Major-General  Schuyler  delivered  into 
the  Council  of  Safety  the  following  papers,  to  wit  : 

A  copy  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  treasury, 
dated  May  the  third,  1777,  whereby  it  appears  that  Gene- 
ral Schuyler  hath  advanced  large  sums  in  specie  out  of  his 
private  purse,  for  the  Canada  service,  which  follows  in  the 
words  to  wit  : 

"In  Congkess,  May  ihe  Zrd,  nil. 

"The  committee  upon  the  treasury,  report  that  the  com- 
missioners for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  army  m  the 
northern  department,  have  produced  to  the  treasury  board 
among  other  accounts  adjusted  by  them,  a  general  account 
of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  Major-General  Schuy- 
ler, and  a  separate  account  of  the  disposal  of  specie  re- 
milled  to  him  by  Congress  and  otherwise,  for  cariyiiig  on 
the  military  operations  in  Canada  ;  that  the  last  mentioned 
account  has,  at  General  Schuyler's  immediate  request,  been 
examined  by  the  board  of  treasury,  with  the  several  vouch- 
ers ;  that  it  appears  to  this  board,  that  before  General 
Schuyler  was  supplied  by  Congress  with  any  specie  at  all, 
he  sent  into  Canada  for  the  public  service,  more  than  3,250 
dollars  in  specie  ;  that  he  sent  such  further  sums  in  specie 
into  Canada,  raised  on  his  private  credit ;  that  when  the 
army  retreated  from  thence,  he  was  in  advance  upwards 
of  the  value  of  10,000  dollars  in  specie  above  what  he  had 
been  supplied  with  by  Congress ;  that  to  reimburse  his 
friends  who  had  lent  him  the  said  specie,  he,  after  the  re- 
treat from  Canada,  drew  out  of  the  military  chest  several 
sums  in  specie  with  which  it  was  supplied  after  such  re- 
treat ;  but  that  he  remains  upon  the  final  setlli;ment  of  the 
said  account,  in  advance  for  the  public  in  specie,  upwards 
of  the  value  of  3,250  dollars  more  than  he  ever  received 
in  specie,  having  taken  Continental  monev  in  payment 
thereof;  that  it  further  appears  from  the  said  account  and 
vouchers,  that  none  of  the  specie  supplied  to  hirn  by  Con^ 
gress  before  the  retreat  from  Canada  remained  in  his  liands 
more  than  two  days,  the  same  being  delivered  over  to  the 
deputy  paymaster-general. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  said  report  he  accepted  and  that 
the  same  be  published. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes, 
"  CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary:' 

A  copy  of  the  report  of  the  treasury,  dated  May  ]3tb, 
that  they  approve  of  the  settlement  and  adjustment  made 
by  the  commissioners  in  the  northern  department  on  the 
account  of  the  late  Genl.  Monlgomerie,  Major-General 
Schuyler,  Jonn.  Trumbull,  Junr.  Esqr.  Paymaster-<jeneral 
of  the  northern  department,  and  Walter  Livingston,  Esqr. 
deputy  commissary-general  of  the  said  department,  and  of 
the  confirmation  of  Congress  thereon,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  tj  wit: 

"  In  CoNCHEsa,  13th  May,  1777. 
"The  board  of  treasury  reported  that  they  have  ex- 
amined the  late  Genl.  Montgomery's  accounts  with  the 
United  Stales,  Major-Genl.  Schuyler's  accounts  down  to 
ihe  twentieth  of  March  last,  the  accounts  of  Jonathan 
Trumbull,  Junr.  Esq.  Paymaster-General  of  the  northern 
department,  to  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  January  last,  and 
the  accounts  of  Walter  Livingston,  Esq.  deputy  commis- 
sary-general for  the  said  department,  as  respectively  re- 
ported to  them,  and  settled  and  adjusted  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  accounts  of  the  army  in  the  said  department, 
and  that  they  approve  of  the  settlement  and  ■adjustment  of 
the  said  respective  accounts  by  the  commissioners  afore- 
said. 
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•'  Resolved,  That  the  said  report  stand  confirmed. 
"  Extracts  from  the  Journals, 

"WILLIAM  CH.  HOUSTON, 

*'Dp.  Secy." 

The  proceedings  of  the  treasury  board  on  the  fifteenth 
day  of  May.  They  therein  give  Genl.  Schuyler  a  final 
discharge  on  the  public  account  of  all  demands  of  the 
United  States  of  America  against  him,  down  to  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  March  last  past,  and  is  in  the  following  words 
to  wit : 

"  At  a  board  of  treasury,  held  at  the  treasury  office  in 
Philadelphia,  the  15ih  day  of  May,  1777. 

"  Present— James  Duane,  Mann  Page,  Jona.  Elmore,  Esquires, 
Superinte7idenls. 
"  John  Gibson,  .Auditor-General. 

"  The  report  of  the  board  of  treasury  of  the  15th  of  May, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  respecting 
the  examination  and  selllement  of  Major-General  Schuy- 
ler's accounts  with  the  United  States  of  America  (amongst 
others,)  having  been  confirmed  by  Congress  on  the  seven- 
teenth instant :  We  therefore,  in  virtue  of  the  authority  in 
us  vested  by  Congress,  do  hereby  finally  discharge  Major- 
General  Philip  Schuyler,  on  the  public  account,  of  all  de- 
mands of  the  United  States  of  America  against  him,  and 
in  anv  wise  concerning  the  same,  down  to  the  twentieth 
day  of  March  last  past. 

"JAS.  DUANE,  Chairman. 
"  By  order  of  the  board, 

"John  Gibson,  Audr.  Genl." 

Three  resolutions  of  Congress,  dated  May  the  twenty-se- 
cond, 1777;  the  first,  that  Albany,  Ticonderoga,  Fort  Stan- 
wix,  and  their  dependencies,  be  henceforward  considered 
as  forming  the  northern  department. 

The  second,  that  Major-Genl.  Schuyler  be  directed 
forthwith  to  proceed  to  the  northern  department,  and  take 
upon  him  the  command  there. 

The  third,  that  the  resolutions  passed  the  sixth  March, 
1776,  directing  General  Schuyler  to  establish  his  head- 
quarters at  Albany,  be  repealed,  which  is  as  follows,  to 
wit: 

"  In  Congress,  May  22d,  1777. 
"  Resolved,  That  Albany,  Ticonderoga,  Fort  Stanwix, 
and  their  dependencies,  be  henceforward  considered  as 
forming  tiie  northern  department. 

"  Resolved,  That  Major-General  Schuyler  be  directed 
forthwith  to  proceed  to  the  northern  department,  and  take 
upon  him  the  command  there. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  resolution  passed  the  6th  day  of 
March,  1776,  directing  General  Schuyler  to  establish  his 
head-quarters  at  Albany,  be  repealed. 

"  Extracts  from  the  minutes. 

"  CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy." 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  committee  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, concerning  the  complaint  of  the  Indians,  that  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  State,  have  seated 
Uieraselves  upon  their  lands,  and  whicii  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

"  In  Congress,  27th  May,  1777. 
"  The  committee  appointed  to  confer  wiih  a  commiuee 
of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  concernmg 
a  complaint  of  the  Indians,  report  that  they  have  confci- 
red  with  the  said  committee,  by  whom  they  were  informed 
tliat  a  considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pennsyl- 
vania have  seated  themselves  upon  lands  belonging  to  the 
Indians,  without  their  leave,  or  any  authority  from  the 
State  ;  and  that  the  Indians  are  very  uneasy  on  account  of 
Buch  intrusion.  Whereupon, 

.  "  Resolved,  That  the  executive  power  or  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania,  ought  to  take  proper  measures  to  quiet 
the  minds  of  the  Indians,  by  assuring  them  that  they  sljall 
have  full  satisfaction,  either  by  the  removal  of  the  intruders. 


or  by  allowing  them  an  adequate  consideration  for  the  soil, 
at  the  option  of  the  Indians. 

"  Extracts  from  the  journal. 

"WILLIAM  CH.  HOUSTON, 
"  Dep.  Sect/.'' 
The  said  several  papers  were  respectively  read,  and 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  mem- 
bers till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  last  mentioned  report  of  the  commit- 
tee relative  to  the  Indians'  lands,  be  published. 
Adjourned  till  the  afternoon. 

Die  LtJNiE,  4  ho.  P.  M.  June  2d,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Conlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Genl.  Scott,  Major  Tappen,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Canline,  Coio. 
De  Witt,  Mr.  Jay,  .Mr.  Harpur,  Mr.  Yates. 

The  papers  containing  sundry  resolutions  relative  to 
General  Schuyler,  delivered  in  by  him  this  mornini;,  were 
taken  into  consideration,  and  the  Council  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing determination  thereon,  vizt : 

This  Council  having  received  copies  of  three  resolutions 
of  the  Honourable  the  General  Congress  of  the  thud,  thir- 
teenth and  twenty-second  days  of  May,  and  also  an  extract 
from  the  minutes  of  the  board  of  treasury,  relative  to  IMajor- 
General  Schuyler,  and  having  taken  the  same  into  consi- 
deration, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Council  be  presented 
to  the  Honourable  the  General  Congress,  for  the  attention 
they  have  been  pleased  to  pay  to  the  reputation  ot  tiiai 
mucli  injured  and  worthy  oflicer,  and  for  silencins;  the  ca- 
lumnies of  envious  and  ill-designing  men  against  liim,  by 
the  honourable  testimonies  thev  have  given  of  their  sense 
of  his  integrity,  and  their  confidence  in  his  abilities  tu 
serve,  as  well  as  zeal  to  promote,  the  great  cause  of  the 
United  States. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  said  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress, and  of  this  Council,  be  published,  to  the  end  that 
Major-General  Schuyler  may  be  restored  to  that  general 
confidence  and  good  opinions  which  he  former!}'  enjoyed, 
and  which  may  in  some  degree  have  been  impaired,  bv  the 
malicious  and  wicked  reports,  industriously  propagated 
against  him. 

Ordered,  That  Coenraad  Hoffman,  Markus  Lasher,  and 
Brewer  Decker,  of  the  manor  of  Livingston,  and  who  are 
now  confined  on  board  the  vessels  at  Esopus  Landio!;,  on 
their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  be  discharged  ;  and  that 
the  sheriff  of  Ulster  cause  the  said  three  persons  to  be  con- 
veyed to  the  Secretary's  office  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  sheriff',  at  his  discretion,  place 
Silas  Duel,  (who  is  confined  and  much  indisposed  on  board 
one  of  tiie  said  vessels,)  at  some  house  in  Ulster  county, 
on  his  parol,  and  at  his  own  expense,  till  further  orders. 

The  Council  being  informed  that  Philip  Pell,  Junr.  one 
of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  settle  and  pay  off  the 
accounts  contracted  by  a  committee  of  the  late  Convention, 
for  removing  the  grain  and  lorage,  as  also  the  well  affected 
inhabitants,  froiii  the  lower  parts  of  Westchester  county,  is 
employed  in  the  public  service  in  another  department. 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Micali  Townsend,  Esqr.  be  and  he  is 
hereby  appointed  in  his  stead. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  Cornelius  Humphrey,  informing 
the  Council  that  Major  Brinton  Payne,  whom  he  appointed 
to  that  rank  by  authority  of  the  Committee  of  Sntetv,  in 
January  last,  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  house  of  Ste- 
phen Ward  in  Westchester  county,  is  confined  at  New- 
York  and  treated  as  a  private,  for  want  of  a  commission  ; 
that  if  the  Council  will  be  pleased  to  order  a  commission 
10  be  made  out.  General  Clinton  will  forward  the  same  by 
the  first  flag. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  make  out  a  commission 
for  Major  Payne,  and  that  James  Livingston,  Esqr.  who 
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was  chairman  of  tlie  CommlUec  of  Safely  at  tlie  time  of 
his  appointment,  be  leqiiestcJ  to  sign  tlie  same. 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  o'- 
clock. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  no.  a.  m. 

June  3,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Vau  Corllandt,  Esquire,  President. 
Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Abm.  Yates,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  PlaU,  Colo. 
De  Witt,  Mr.  Canane,  Major  Xappen,  Mr.  Jay,  Genl.  bcott. 

Resolved,  That  this  Council  will  lend  to  John  Holt, 
printer,  the  types  formerly  seized  at  Fishkill,  by  order  of 
the  late  Convention,  Mr.  Holt  bein^  accountable  tor  the 
said  types,  and  to  return  them  on  demand,  in  the  like  good 
condition  to  the  order  of  the  government  of  this  Slate,  and 
Colo.  Hugh  Hughs,  deputy  quarter-master  jjencral,  is 
hereby  authorized  at  the  expense  of  the  said  John  Holt,  to 
have  the  said  type  transported  to  Kingston. 

A  letter  from  the  Honourable  Philip  Livingston  and 
James  Duane,  Esqr.  dated  the  tweniy-ihird  day  of  May, 
was  read,  and  follows  in  these  words,  to  wit : 

"  Philadelphia,  May  23d,  1777. 

"HoNBLE.  Gentlemen — Since  our  arrival  here  wc  have 
not  been  honoured  but  with  one  public  letter,  which  we 
ascribe  to  the  multiplicity  of  business  in  which  our  Con- 
vention has  been  involved.  It  was  by  accident  that  we 
procured  a  copy  of  the  ordinance  for  establishing  a  tempo- 
rary government  in  our  State,  which  has  enabled  us  to 
address  ourselves  to  your  Honourable  Body. 

"  The  new  delegation  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  has 
reached  us.  Rest  assured  that  our  most  zealous  etTorts 
shall  be  strenuously  e.^iertcd  to  promote  the  general  good 
and  happiness  of  the  United  Slates,  as  well  as  the  honour, 
interest  and  security  of  our  more  immediate  constituents. 

"  General  Schuyler  is  fully  reinsialed  in  his  command, 
every  point  being  adjusted  entirely  to  his  and  our  salistac- 
tion.  This  business,  with  which  more  than  the  reputation 
of  our  State  was  so  closely  connected,  required  addiess  and 
great  attention,  for  reasons  which  the  General,  who  delivers 
this,  can  explain. 

"  We  shall  now  have  leisure  to  turn  our  thoughts  to  the 
subjects  of  our  instructions,  which  we  shall  diligently  pur- 
sue, and  flatter  ourselves  with  the  wished  for  success. 
The  revolt  in  our  Stale  cannot  but  be  considered  as  a  dan- 
gerous and  alarming  example.  Every  country  is  plagued 
with  profligate  and  ambitious  men,  who  in  times  like  the 
present  may  find  it  their  interest,  or  be  led  by  their  pas- 
sions to  bring  on  revolutions.  Good  policy  must  theretore 
dictate  to  alUhe  necessity  of  discouraging  this  factious  and 
turbulent  spirit,  and  of  securing  to  every  Slate  its  proper 
rights  and  jurisdiction  as  well  against  iniernal  as  ioreign 
enemies.  , 

"  We  fear  the  consideration  of  the  boundaries  of  iNew- 
York  has  through  the  mullipliciiy  of  bu-smcss  been  deterred ; 
if  so,  we  submit  to  your  flonourable  Body  whuihcr  it  ought 
not  now  to  be  despatched,  especially  as  ilic  Convention,  by 
one  of  their  letters,  stood  pledged  to  give  Congress  full 
information  on  that  subject,  and  we  can  assure  you  it  is 
expected. 

"  General  Schuyler,  one  of  our  brethren,  will  take  an 
opportunity  of  conferring  with  vour  f  lonourable  Body  on 
some  other  points  which  materially  concern  our  Slate  ;  the 
discussion  of  them  here  must  be  therelorc  unnecessary. 
Permit  us  only  most  earnesiiy  to  press  you  to  pursue  the 
plan  of  manufacturing  salt  in  the  interior  parts  of  our  Stale 
with  unremitting  vigour;  as  long  as  the  war  continues  we 
must  from  the  exposed  siluaiion  ol  our  sea  ports  be  dis- 
tressed for  this  necessary  article  of  life,  if  we  trust  to  a 
foreign  supply  :  a  temporary  relief,  we  shall  endeavour  to 
procure,  though  it  must  be  at  a  most  enormous  expense. 
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"  We  are  confident  that  Congress  will  cheerfully  inter- 
pose every  good  office  to  assist  us. 

"  We  are  with  the  utmost  regard, 
"  Honourable  gentlemen, 
"  Your  most  obedt.  humble  servants, 

"  PHIL.  LIV  INGSTON, 
"  JAS.  UUANE. 
"  P.  S.  Mr.  Duer  is  slept  out,  and  the  General  mount- 
ing, which  prevents  his  signing  this  letter. 
"Honble.  Council  of  Safely  for  the  State  of  New-York.  ' 

Ordered,  That  it  he  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the 
members. 

Resolved,  That  William  Smith  and  John  Patterson,  Es- 
quires, now  residing  in  the  manor  of  Livingston,  do  forth- 
with attend  this  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Lieut.  De  Wilt  be  directed  to  serve  the 
above  order. 

The  bond  of  David  Currie,  for  the  faithful  execution  of 
his  office,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"  Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  David  Cur- 
rie, Archibald  Currie  and  Cornelius  Seabring,  all  at  pre- 
sent of  Dutchess  county,  in  the  Slate  of  New- York,  and 
formerly  of  the  city  of  New- York,  are  held  and  firmly 
bound  unto  Peter  Yan  Brugh  Livingston,  Esquire,  Trea- 
surer of  the  said  Slate  of  New-York,  in  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  pounds,  lawful  money  of  New-York,  to  be  paid 
to  the  said  Peter  Van  Bnigh  Livingston,  or  to  his  certain 
attorney,  executors,  adminislralors  or  assigns,  as  Treasurer 
of  the  said  Stale,  for  payment  whereof,  we  bind  ourselves, 
our  heirs,  executors  and  adniiiiistrators,  jointly  and  seve- 
rally, firmly  by  these  presents. 

"  Sealed  with  our  seals,  and  dated  this  third  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven." 

Whereas  the  late  Convention  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  said  State  of  New- York,  did,  bv  a  resolution  made  and 
passed  and  entered  on  llieir  journals  on  the  ninth  day  of 
..May  last  past,  resolved  that  the  above  bound  David  Currie 
be  and  thereby  was  appointed  commissary  for  supplying 
the  troops  of  this  State  with  such  articles  not  allowed  them 
by  the  Commissary-General,  as  they  may  stand  in  need  of ; 
that  the  said  commissary  purchase  the  said  articles,  and 
vend  them  to  the  troops  at  such  price  as  will  pay  the  prime 
costs  and  charges  thereon  :  AiND  whereas  this  Cuunci!  of 
Safely  have  this  day  advanced  to  the  said  David  Currie  the 
said  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds,  to  enable  him  to  carry 
the  said  resolution  into  execution  : 

"  Now  therefore  the  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is 
such,  that  if  the  above  bound  David  Currie  shall  and  do 
well  and  faithfully  apply  the  said  sum  of  three  thousand 
pounds,  and  such  further  sums  as  may,  by  the  said  Council 
of  Safety,  or  the  Legislature  ot  this  State,  be  advanced  to 
him  for  the  purpose  in  the  said  resolution  of  Convention 
mentioned,  and  well  and  truly  account  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  said  State  of  New-York,  for  all  such  sums  as  aforesaid, 
and  repay  the  same  into  the  said  treasury  when  thereunto 
required,  thnn  the  above  obligation  to  be  void,  otherwise  to 
remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

"DAVID  CURRIE,  [l.s.] 

[L.S.] 

"CORNELIUS  SEABRING,  [l.  s.] 

"Sealed  and  delivered  by  David  Currie 
niid  Cornelius  Seabbi.ng,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  us, 

"Peter  Cantine,  Junr. 
"  John  McKesson." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bond  be  sent  to  Samuel  Loudon  ■ 
at  Fishkill,  to  see  the  same  executed  by  Archibald  Currie, 
and  lliat  when  so  executed  and  returned,  it  be  filed  with 
the  Treasurer. 

Resolurd  and  Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State 
advance  to  Mr.  David  Curne,  as  commissary  appointed  by 
the  late  Convention,  on  the  ninth  day  of  May  last,  for  the 


1 


954 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 


nlving  the  Continental  troops  raised  in  this  State,  the 
'"  of  three  thousand  pounds,  to  enable  him  to  supply  the 
t  ooDS  of  this  State  with  such  articles  not  allowed  thein  by 
ihe  Commissary-General,  as  they  may  stand  in  need  of, 
and  that  he  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Die  Martis,  ith  ho.  P.  M.  June  3,  1777. 
The  Conncil  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Major  Tappen,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mv.  Harpur,  Colo  De  Witt,  Mr. 
T«tes,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Plait. 

Ordered,  That  Hendrick  Klum,  of  the  manor  of  Living- 
ston, who  is  confined  on  board  one  of  the  vessels  at  Eso- 
pus  Landing,  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this 
Slate,  be  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sheriff  Dumond  direct  him  to  be 
brouglit  to  the  Secretary's  office  for  that  purp^ose. 

Aletter  from  Isaac  Paris,  Esquire,  dated  Stone  Arabia, 
May  the  twenty-seventh,  1777,  informing,  that  agreeably  to 
the  order  of  the  Council,  he  hath  administered  to  the  she- 
riff of  Tryon  county  the  oath  of  office,  as  prescribed  in 
•  the  ordinance  for  organizing  the  government  of  this  State, 
was  read  and  filed. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

June  4,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers. 

Present — Colonel  Van  Cortlandt,  President. 

Mr.  Piatt,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Yates,  Genl.  Scott, 
Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jay. 

Whereas  the  resolutions  of  the  late  Convention  of  this 
State,  passed  the  third  day  of  April  last,  for  exempting 
from  all  drafts  from  the  militia  in  this  State  any  person 
who  should  procure  at  his  own  expense  an  able  bodied 
man  to  enlist  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war  in  either 
of  the  five  Continental  regiments  raising  in  this  State 
and  commanded  by  the  Colonels  Van  Schaick,  Van  Cort- 
landt, Gansevoort,  Duboys  and  Henry  B.  Livingston,  ex- 
pired on  the  first  day  of  June  instant. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  resolutions  be  and  they  hereby 
are  revived,  and  to  continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of 
July  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  aforegoing  resolution  be  published, 
and  that  copies  be  immediately  transmitted  to  the  Generals 
McDougall  and  Georiie  Clinton. 

Resolved,  That  Caspar  Landtman,  of  the  manor  of  Li- 
Tingston,  who  is  confined  on  board  one  of  the  vessels  at 
Esopus  Landing,  on  his  takinij  the  oath  of  allegiance,  be 
discharged,  and  that  Mr.  SlienlF  Dumond,  cause  him  to  be 
brought  to  the  Secretary's  office  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  Zcphaniah  Piatt  and  Christopher  Tap- 
pen  be  a  committee  to  devise  ways  and  means,  and  to  em- 
ploy some  person  or  persons  to  provide  provisions  for  the 
crews  of  the  two  armed  sloops  commanded  by  the  Cap- 
tains Benson  and  Castle ;  as  also  the  prisoners  confined 
on  board  the  vessels  at  Esopus  Landi  ig ;  and  tfiat  Mr. 
Piatt  and  Mr.  Tappen,  or  either  of  ihcnr.  be  empowered  to 
draw  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Slate  any  sums  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  whole  two  hundred  pounds  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid. 

The  Council  being  informed  that  Frederick  Jay  and 
Ezra  Thompson,  who  were  by  a  resolution  of  the  Conven- 
tion, passed  the  eighth  day  of  May  last,  appointed  commis- 
sioners in  the  county  of  Dutchess,  "  to  take  the  general 
■uperintcndence  and  care  of  all  such  poor  inhabitants  as 
have,  by  the  hand  of  tyranny  and  injustice,  been  driven 
from  their  habitations  and  deprived  of  their  subsistence, 
*nd  thereby  rendered  unable  to  support  themselves  and 


families,"  declined  executing  the  business  committed  to 
them  by  the  said  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Abraham  Schenk  and  Gideon 
Vervelen  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners 
in  the  stead  of  the  said  Frederick  Jay  and  Ezra  Thomp- 
son, for  executing  the  said  resolutions  in  the  county  ot 
Dutchess  ;  and  that  they  be  each  of  them  allowed  the  sum 
of  forty  pounds  per  annum  for  their  trouble  and  expense 
therein  in  lieu  of  any  other  compensation. 


DIE  JO  VIS,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

June  5,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers,  6cc, 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.  President. 

Mr.  Jay,  Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Yale?, 
Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Piatt,  Major  Van  Zandt, 
Mr.  Hobart. 

A  letter  from  William  Duer,  Esqr.  was  received  and 
read  ;  therein  was  enclosed  accounts  of  the  disbursements 
of  a  committee  of  Convention,  employed  in  Westchester 
county,  for  procuring  forage  for  the  use  of  the  Continental 
army,  and  follows  to  wit : 

"  Sir — 1  send  by  Mr.  Carter  an  account  of  cash  receiv- 
ed and  disbursed  by  the  committee  of  Convention  whilst 
in  Westchester  county  ;  likewise  a  book  in  which  is  en- 
tered an  account  of  the  different  brigades  of  teams  em- 
ployed for  the  purpose  of  removing  families  and  forage. 
Unless  great  care  is  taken  in  settling  accounts  with  the 
teamsters,  the  public  will  be  much  imposed  on  ;  and  this 
care  can  only  be  taken  by  persons  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  transaction  of  business  in  the  county  of  West- 
chester. Mr.  Tomkins,  one  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  county  of  Westchester,  is  in  my  opinion  the  person 
best  calculated  to  settle  these  accounts  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  do  justice  both  to  the  individuals  and  to  the  public,  as 
he  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  merits  and  services  of 
the  different  claimants. 

"  (Jenl.  Schuyler  expecting  to  leave  this  place  from  day 
to  day  for  these  twelve  days,  has  induced  me  to  defer  send- 
ing you  these  papers  ;  but  as  1  think  it  is  very  uncertain 
whether  he  will  leave  this  town  in  five  or  six  days,  I  have 
thought  it  advisable  to  send  them  by  Mr.  Carter,  by  whom 
I  flatter  myself  they  will  arrive  safe. 

"  I  should  not  have  carried  these  papers  with  me,  but  as 
I  had  not  lime  to  arrange  my  affairs  after  my  return  from 
Westchester  to  Esopus,  I  found  it  necessary  to  lake  them 
with  me,  and  intended  to  have  sent  tliem  properly  stated 
by  my  clerk,  whom  I  ordered  to  follow  mc  to  Philadel- 
phia: this  he  neglected,  so  that  I  am  obliged  now  to  send 
them  in  a  crude  state  ;  but  Mr.  Tompkins  will  be  able  to 
settle  them  in  a  proper  manner. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

"Your  obedt.  hble.  servt. 

"WM.  DUER. 

"  Philadelphia,  May  20th,  1777. 
"  To  the  President  of  the  Convention,  or 

Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  New-Ynrk." 

The  account  which  was  enclosed  in  tiie  letter  from  Wil- 
liam Duer,  Esqr.  follows  in  the  words,  to  wit : 
"  Cash  received  on  account  of  the  Slate. 


DR. 


£   t.  d. 

28  16  0 


1777. 


Cash  received  of  Mr.  Landon,  72  dollars,  . . 
Cash  received  of  Mr.  Charles  Dm  yee,  on  ac- 
connt  of  Seaman  8t  Lawrence,  who  have  fled 
to  or  joined  the  enemy,   93  15 


March  17,  Cash  received  at  sundry  times,  on  vendue  ac- 
count, held  from  time  to  time,  as  mentioned 
in  account  of  sales,   2,269  11  3 

2,392  16  0 
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CR.  Neie-York.  £  t.  d. 

1777. 

Feby.  13,  Uy  "sU  paid  ilr.  Tompkins  lor  moneys  by  him 

expended  in  public  service,   2    0  0 

"      16,  By  cash  paid  James  Hunt  lor  horse  keeping  by 

him  paid   1    g  o 

"      16,  By  cash  paid  Colo.  Bonjii.  Uirdall,  lor  moneys 

paid  for  expenses  in  kt  epini  public  properly,       4   0  0 
16,  By  cash  paid  Uolo.Bir.i^all.  HI  part,  lor  services,     20   0  0 

"      19,  By  cash  paid  Daniel  Hortun  lor  apprehending 

Major  Livingston   1    8  -1 

"      22,  By  cash  paid  John  Hubbard  tor  services  in 

guarding  cattle   2   8  0 

"  27,  By  cash  paid  Samuel  Hicock  for  his  account  in 
apprehending  and  conveying  (rom  eastward 
to  Harrison's  purchase  John  Lobdell   26    I  0 

"      27,  By  cash  paid  one  James  llojers,  a  deserter  from 

Rogers,  &c   0   8  0 

"  28,  By  cash  paid  Mr.  Sackett  for  moneys  ad- 
vanced for  secret  services,   37   4  0 

Maich   1,  By  cash  paid  John  WooUcy,  on  account,  as  as- 
sistant commissary,   40   0  0 

"        1,  By  cash  paid  Peter  Lyons  lor  impressing  teams 

for  foraging   0  15  0 

"       1,  By  cash  paid  BenajahTubbs  ou  account,  as  per 

receipt,   8   0  0 

"        1,  By  cash  paid  Azor  Barnum,  conductor,  on  acct.       4    0  0 

"        1,  By  cash  paid  Ephraim  Barnum,  conductor,  on 

account,   6  0  0 

"        1,  By  cash  paid  Willm.  Fennell,  a  deserter  from 

Rogers',  for  subsistence  money   1    4  0 

"       2,  By  cash  paid  Hester  Ubriant  lor  one-third  value 

of  slock  for  her  mother,   4    6  8 

"       3,  By  cash  paid  Lieut.  Colo.  Van  Rensselaer,  as  a 

premium  for  his  soldiers   200    0  0 

"       4,  By  cash  paid  Captn.  Hunter  (or  4  hogsheads  of 

ram,  purchased  for  use  of  blate,   566    8  0 

"  4,  By  cash  paid  Captn.  Gage  for  eoing  express  to 
Colo.  Hammon,  and  from  thence  towards 
Fort  Independence,   16  8 

"  8,  By  cash  paid  Jonathan  Holmes,  on  account  of 
conveying  Nathl.  Underbill  and  others,  pri- 
soners, to  Peekskill,   3   4  0 

"       8,  By  cash  paid  Benoni  Piatt  for  .Tppraising  cattle,       0   8  0 

"       8,  By  cash  paid  James  Cunningham  for  taking 

care  of  cattle,   1   4  0 

«       8,  By  cash  paid  Jacob  Hunt  lor  moneys  laid  out 

in  purchase  of  boards  for  arm  chests,   1  14  8 

8,  By  cash  paid  David  Hunt  for  moneys  paid  by 

him  for  shoeing  horse  in  service   0    5  4 

"       8,  By  cash  paid  Jacob  Hunt  for  moneys  paid  by 

him  for  driving  cattle,   1  12  0 

"       8,  By  cash  paid  Mariam  Ijaker  for  a  cow  taken 

from  her  mother,  Mrs.  E.  Fowler   6    0  0 

"       8,  By  cash  paid  Wm.  Mead  for  seizing  the  effects 

of  Lawrence  &  Seaman,   3    2  10 

"       8,  By  cash  paid  Major  Fish  for  taking  lighthorse, 

according  to  promise,   16    0  0 

«  8,  By  cash  paid  for  expenses  of  Mrs.  Grant,  (by 
him  paid,)  while  conveying  her  within  the 
enemy's  lines,  by  flag,   1    6  8 

"  8,  By  cash  paid  Stephen  Field,  for  ^arah  Field,  for 
services  of  her  horse,  and  damages  done 
horse,  in  going  express,   10   0  0 

"  8.  By  cash  paid  Thos.  Cole,  for  services  as  team- 
ster  3  12  0 

'       8  By  cash  paid  Asse  fielding  for  services  as  team- 

'     ster,   7   4  0 

«       8  By  cash  paid  .Ion  .  Boyd  for  services  as  conductor     10   8  0 

«        8*,  By  cash  paid  Edmund  Bramhill,        do  11    4  0 

"       8,  By  cash  paidThos.  Smilh,  do  6    0  0 

"       8,  By  cash  paid  Stephen  Wheeler.  do  0  13  0 

«       8,  By  cash  paid  Abm.  Wheeler,  do  60   0  0 

"      17,  By  cash  paid  Jacob  Hunt  for  money  disbursed 

for  puttinc  up  arms,   0   8  0 

«  18,  By  cash  paid  John  Hunt  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
veying arms  to  Peekskill   6    0  0 

"      18,  By  cash  paid  2  deserters.  James  Brown  and  Wm. 

Lancaster,  from  Rogers',  for  two  bayonets 

1  cartridge  box,  '       1    4  0 

"      18,  By  cash  paid  2  deserters,  as  a  pre?  :;nt   0  16  0 

«      18  By  cash  paid  Wm.  Davis,  who  wa.,  wounded  at 

'     White  Plains   a   0  0 

a  jg  By  cash  paid  Robert  Betts,  on  account,  lor  se- 
cret services,  -.  0  0 

"      18  By  cash  paid  James  Archer  for  takint;  care  of 
'     State  cattle  and  going  express  to  Genl.  Mc- 

DougatI   0 

"      18  Cash  paid  James  Hunt  for  coin?  express  to 
'     Genl.  Washington,  and  for  hiring  horse  in 

going  same   " 

"      18  Cash  paid  John  White  for  taking  care  ot  State 

'     cattle,  as  per  receipt   3  1/4 

«      18,  Cash  paid  Thos.  Vail  for  board  of  Colo.  Duer  ^ 

.     and  others,  as  per  receipt   -  9  8 

"  20,  Cash  paid  Samuel  Neely  for  services  in  repair- 
ing  arms,  

Carried  forvrard,  


Brought  forward,   £   s.  d. 

"      20,  CashpaidRobertMerrill  forinukinifarmchest,       1    7  6 

"      21,  Cash  paid  Francis  Peamert  for  conveying  goods 

of  Mrs.  Lockhart  to  Convention,   7    9  8 

"  21,  Cash  paid  John  Cromwell  for  board  of  com- 
mittee, and  others,  under  their  direction,  as 
per  account  delivered,   .^2  13  4 

"      21,  Bycash  paid  Mr.  Tompkins  for  one  riding  chair. 

bought  at  vendue,  and  by  him  returned  to 

owner,  heing  a  friend,   12  10  0 

"  21,  By  cash  paid  Captn.  Johnson  for  one  barrel  sail- 
dlery,  belonging  to  him,  which  was  sold  at 
vendue  to  Wm.  Martine,   h  )2  0 

"      24,  By  cash  paid  Wm.  Jeffreys  for  repairing  arras, 

as  per  receipt,   q  q 

"      24,  By  cash  paid  Jas.  Hunt,  on  account,  as  per  rect.     20    n  0 

■'  24,  Bycash  paid  Richd.  Hatfd.  for  money  disbursed 
for  himself  and  2  Hunts  from  Harrison  s  pur- 
chase to  Poughkeepsie   2  19  9 

"  24,  By  cash  paid  Robert  Betts  by  Mr.  Duer's  ver- 
bal order   6    0  0 

"  24,  By  cash  paid  Jacob  Hunt,  in  part,  of  services 
performed  by  him  as  vendue  master  and  su- 
perintendent for  the  committee  of  Convention,     20    0  0 

"      24,  By  cash  lent  Mr.  Duer  at  sundry  times,  as  per 

his  receipt,   429    6  0 

"  21,  By  cash  paid  David  Hunt,  on  account,  for  ser- 
vices performed  for  the  committee  of  Conven- 
tion,   20   0  0 

"      21,  By  cash  paid  John  Cromwell  for  1  pair  hand 

cutTs  and  <Slb  nails,   0  19  0 

"  25,  By  cash  paid  Richard  Hatfield,  for  services  as 
secretary  to  the  committee  of  Convention,  as 
per  receipt,    31    4  0 

"      25,  By  cash  paid  Mr.  Pooly  for  reckoning  of  Mr. 

Duer  and  others,  under  his  direction,  at 
Poughkeepsie,   i  10  10 

"  25,  By  the  amount  of  sundry  sums  returned  to  per- 
sons whose  property  were  sold  at  vendue,  and 
appeared  to  be  friends, &c   55  16  0 

"      25,  By  cash  remaining  in  hands  of  Richd.  Hatfd. 

and  paid  Mr.  Duer,  as  per  receipt,   598    3  10 

2,392  16  0 

Ordered,  That  the  said  acconnts  be  copied  by  the  Se- 
cretaries and  sent  to  Jonathan  G.  Tompkins,  Esqr.  now 
employed  in  setthng  the  accounts  of  forage  and  cartage  in 
that  county. 

Mr.  Flatt  has  leave  of  absence  for  ten  days.  Genl. 
Scott  and  Mr.  Jav  leave  of  absence  for  the  same  time. 

A  letter  from  John  Broome  relative  to  salt,  was  read 
and  filed. 

A  letter  from  Henry  Wisner,  Esquire,  enclosing  the 
oath  of  office  and  allegiance  by  him  administered  to  Jesse 
Woodhull,  sheriff  of  Orange  county,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  and  Auditor-General  of 
this  State,  prepare  and  make  out  the  accounts  of  this 
State  against  the  United  States,  down  to  the  first  day  of 
March  last. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of 
Captain  Rogers  of  the  armed  sloop  Montgomene,  belong- 
ing to  this  Slate,  delivered  in  their  report,  which  was  read, 
and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  be  ad- 
vanced to  Captain  Rogers,  to  enable  him  to  pay  the  wages 
of  the  crew  of  the  armed  sloop  Montgomene,  and  to  re- 
imburse him  sundry  sums  of  money  by  him  advanced  for 
the  said  ve  ,sel. 

That  Captain  Rogers  render  his  accounts  relative  to  the 
said  vessel  of  war  and  of  the  expenditure  of  the  money 
advanced  to  him,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  this  Council  of 
Safety  or  a  future  Legislature  of  this  State,  that  a  final 
setdement  may  be  made  relative  thereto. 

That  Lieutenant-Colo.  John  Broom  be  requested  and 
directed  to  see  that  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  said  ves- 
sel are  immediately  discharged,  and  to  sell  or  cause  to  be 
sold,  the  vessel  of  war,  the  Montgomerie,  with  her  stores, 
to  the  best  advantage  for  this  Stale  ;  and  that  as  soon  as 
the  crew  is  discharged,  he  appoint  some  proper  person  to 
take  the  care  and  charge  of  the  said  vessel  until  she  is  sold. 

A  letter  from  John  Cnnfield,  Esqr.  containing  an  invoice 
of  goods  purchased  by  order  of  the  late  committee  for 
procuring  clotiiing  for  the  Continental  troops  raised  in  this 
State,  was  received  and  read. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  invoice  be  referred, 
tad  delivered  to  Mr.  Robert  Harper. 

Ordered,  That  the  former  order  of  this  Council  desir- 
■  jj,e  attendance  of  Ebenezer  Dayton,  then  in  Connec- 
ticut, be  expunged  from  the  minutes. 

Die  Jovis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  June  5,  1777. 

The  Council  of  Safety  met. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Yates,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Jlr.  G.  Livingston,  Judge 
Hobart,  Mr.  Harper,  Judge  Jay,  Judge  Piatt,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Cuy- 
kr,  Mr.  Van  Zandt. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  Putnam,  dated  the  4th  inst.  was  re- 
ceived and  read,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Peekskill,  4th  June. 

*'  Gentlemen — The  armies  are  still  inactive  e.xcept  in 
preparations  for  the  ensuing  campaign ;  our  e.Ypectations 
of  an  attack  in  some  quarter  are  daily  corroborated  by 
intelligence  through  different  channels.  We  are  distress- 
ed for  the  ships  and  gallies  to  guard  the  river.  Genl.  Wa- 
shington expects  they  are  now  at  the  chain.  A  single  gal- 
ley of  the  enemy  is  constantly  cruising  up  and  down  the 
river  at  pleasure,  has  been  as  far  as  Fort  Independence, 
and  can  stop  the  ferry  at  any  time  ;  we  have  nothing  on 
water  that  can  oppose  her.  The  crew  land,  and  plunder 
the  iniiabitants  for  more  than  50  miles,  without  molestation. 
I  have  desired  Genl.  Clinton  to  write  you  on  this  subject, 
and  beg  leave  to  enforce  the  urgency  of  it  in  the  strongest 
manner. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  utmost  respect, 
"Your  most  obt.  hum.  servt. 

"ISRAEL  PUTNAM." 
Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred,  and  delivered 
to  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  and  Judge  Hobart. 

Application  was  made  to  the  Council  of  Safety  by  Mr. 
Tucker,  one  of  the  assistant  quarter-master-gcnerals  of  the 
army  of  the  United  American  States,  for  a  guard  to  take 
care  of  a  quantity  of  salt  for  the  use  of  the  Continental 
army  now  landed  at  Kingston  wharf. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Captain  Schoonmaker  do  immediately 
•end  a  guard  of  a  corporal  and  six  men,  to  guard  the  said 
salt. 

A  letter  from  Peter  Van  Ness,  Cornelius  Cuyler  and 
Harrnanus  Wendell,  dated  at  Albany,  on  the  thirtielii  day 
of  May  last,  decUning  their  appointments  by  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  sixth  day  of  March  last,  was  received,  read, 
and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"Mbany,  May  ZOth,  1777. 
"  Sir — The  Convention  of  this  Slate,  by  a  resolution 
bearing  date  the  tiih  day  of  March  last,  appointed  us  com- 
missioners to  seize  tiie  personal  estates  of  such  persons, 
within  this  eounty,  who  were  gone  over  and  joined  our 
enemies,  and  to  dispose  thereof,  as  by  the  said  resolution 
particularly  prescribed.  The  confused  and  distracted  state 
of  this  county  since  the  passing  ihe  said  resolution  has 
often  required  the  service  of  two  of  us  in  the  miiitia  offi- 
ces to  which  we  were  heretofore  appointed,  and  thereby 
deprived  us,  in  a  great  measure,  from  the  opportunity  of 
consulting  upon  ilie  business  pointed  out  to  us  by  the  said 
resolution.  We  have  lately  met  and  considered  its  impor- 
tance and  necessity,  and  that  in  a  county  of  such  extensive 
limits,  we  are  sensible,  notwithstanding  ihe  greatest  cir- 
cumspection and  care,  that  we  could  not  faithfully  execute 
the  trust  reposed  in  us  bv  the  resolution.  We  find  our- 
selves, therefore,  under  the  neccssitv  of  declining  the  ser- 
vice, and  beg  that  you  will  acquaint  the  Honourable  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  therewith.  We  have  acquainted  the  county 
committee  of  our  intention,  who,  we  make  no  doubt,  will 
recommend  persons  who  will  readily  accept  the  appoint- 
ment, and  faitiifully  discharge  the  trust ;  to  effect  which, 
we  humbly  suggest  to  you,  whether  it  would  not  be  advi- 
sable to  appoint  9  or  10  persons,  to  be  divided  in  different 
boards,  and  to  assign  to  each  board  a  part  of  the  county. 


The  advantage  of  such  a  regulation,  we  conceive  is  evi- 
dent. 

"  We  are  with  respect,  sir, 
"  Your  most  obedt.  and  most  humble  servt.s. 

"PETER  VAN  NESS. 
"  CORNELIUS  CUYLER, 
"HARS.  WENDELL. 
"  To  PUBRE  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  Mr.  Abra- 
ham Yates  and  Mr.  Cuyler. 

Mr.  Jay  informed  the  Council  of  Safety  that  Mr.  Cuy- 
ler informs  that  a  court  martial  is  now  silling  at  Albany, 
and  that  John  Savage  was  late  an  inhabitant  of  thai  county 
and  ought  properly  to  be  tried  there.  Thereupon, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Cuyler, 

Ordered,  That  John  Savage,  now  a  prisoner  at  King- 
ston, be  sent  to  Albany  under  a  guard  ;  and  ihat  the  di- 
rection and  management  of  sending  the  said  John  Savaae 
to  Albany  be  committed  to  Mr.  Cuyler. 

General  Scolt  brought  in  a  resolution  with  recitals,  for 
devising  a  mode  to  carry  into  execution  the  resolution  of 
this  Council,  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  May,  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  of  Colonel  Levy  Pawling  and  others. 
The  same  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt  : 

"  Whereas  Levy  Pawling,  Esquire,  and  divers  other 
field  officers,  being  freeholders  and  inhabitanis  of  this 
State,  did  lately  petition  this  Council  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  others,  now  in  garrison  at  Fort  Montgonierie, 
setting  forth,  in  substance,  that  the  petitioners  being  out  in 
the  service  in  defence  of  the  country,  and  having  under- 
stood that  elections,  at  different  places,  are  to  be  held 
shortly,  for  choosing  a  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor, 
Senators  and  Assembly,  and  praying  that  commissioners 
might  be  appointed  to  receive  the  votes  of  the  petitioners, 
and  such  other  persons  belonging  lo  their  respective  regi- 
ments at  that  post  as  are  entitled  lo  vote  :  And  whereas 
none  of  the  said  electors  can,  while  they  continue  on  the 
aforesaid  garrison  duly,  attend  at  the  several  places  of 
election,  fixed  in  the  several  counties  wherein  the  said 
electors  respectively  are  usually  resident,  without  exposing 
the  said  fort  and  its  outworks  to  a  surprise  by  the  enemy: 
And  whereas  this  Council,  moved  by  the  said  petition, 
and  conceiving  it  just  lo  give  the  freeholders  and  other  in- 
habitants of  this  Stale,  forming  a  part  of  ihe  said  garrison, 
who  are  qualified  respectively  as  electors  for  the  ensuing 
election  of  a  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Assembly,  an  opportunity  of  exercis- 
ing their  respective  rights  as  electors  at  the  said  election, 
the  benefit  of  which  they  would  lose  if  some  special  pro- 
vision should  not  be  made  in  their  behalf,  did  on  the 
day  of  resolve  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  said  peti- 

tion :  And  whereas  it  would  be  highly  improper  lo  au- 
thorize the  holding  of  an  election  in  a  place  of  arms  : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That 
be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  and  empowered  jointly 
to  superintend  at  the  election,  and  take  the  votes  of  the 
electors  who  shall  form  a  part  of  ihe  said  garrison,  on  the 
sixteenth  day  of  this  month  of  June,  at  any  place  within 
the  county  of  Orange  which  they,  the  said  superintendents 
and  returning  officers,  shall  think  proper  lo  appoint  for 
that  purpose,  not  farther  distant  from  the  said  tort  than 
two  miles,  norwiihinone  mile  of  the  same;  that  Brigadier- 
General  George  Clinton,  or  any  oihcr  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  said  fort,  be  and  is  hereby  requested  to  permit 
the  said  electors  to  attend  the  said  election,  unarmed  and  in 
such  different  parlies  and  number  successively,  during  the 
said  election,  as  he  shall  judge  most  prudent  and  consistent 
with  the  safety  and  security  of  the  said  fort  and  its  out- 
works. And  that  the  said  superintendents  and  returning 
officers  should  make  distinct  poll  lists  of  such  election,  ac- 
cording to  the  respective  usual  places  of  abode  of  the 
electors,  and  return  the  same  to  the  respective  sheriffs  of 
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the  several  counties  within  whose  baiUwick  such  electors 
have  their  usual  residence  rcspeciively,  who  shall  respec- 
tively, on  oath  of  office,  transmit  and  return  the  same  in 
the  manner,  as  by  an  ortlinancc  of  the  Convention  of  the 
State  of  New-York  for  organizing  and  establishing  the 
government,  agreed  to  by  the  said  Convention,  is  directed 
respecting  the  election  of  a  Governor,  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, Senators  and  Representatives  in  Assembly." 

Debates  arose  thereon.  iMr.  Jay  then  moved,  and  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston,  that  after  the  words 
"  part  of  the  said  garrison,"  the  words  "  or  which  may  be 
stationed  at  Fort  Constitution,"'  be  added. 

Debates  arose  thereon.  After  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  Hobart  gave  notice  that  to-mor;ow  he  will  move  to  re- 
consider the  resolution  for  graniing  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
tition of  Levi  Pawling  and  others. 

Resolved,  That  until  such  time  as  the  Legislature  shall 
otherwise  provide,  the  supreme  court  sit  at  Kingston,  in 
Ulster  county,  and  that  the  terms  thereof  be  as  they  were 
throughout  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-four  ;  and  that  all  the  inferior  court  of 
common  pleas  and  general  sessions  of  tiie  peace  have  the 
same  terms  and  places  of  sitting  as  they  had  throughout 
the  said  year,  e.xcept  that  the  inferior  court  of  common 
pleas  and  general  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of 
Westchester  be  held  at  sucli  place  in  the  said  county,  as 
the  judges  of  the  said  court  shall  appoint. 

Resolved,  That  all  writs  and  processes  which  shall 
be  issued  from  the  supreme  court  and  inferior  courts  of 
common  pleas,  prior  to  their  respective  terms  now  next  en- 
suing, be  tested  on  the  second  day  of  June  instant. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Samuel  Bayard,  Junior, 
Esquire,  deliver  the  seal  of  the  supreme  court  to  this  Coun- 
cil of  Safety. 

Adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow. 


DIE  VENERIS,  9  ho.  a.  m. 

June  6,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Opened  with  prayer. 

Pbesent — Pierre  Van  CortlanJt,  £sqr.  President. 

Genl.  Scott,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Piatt,  Colo. 
De  Witt,  Mr.  Abni.  Yates,  Mr.  Ciiyler,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston. 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  reported  the  draft  of  a  letter 
to  General  Putnam,  in  answer  to  his  of  the  fourth  instant, 
relative  to  the  Continental  ships  and  row  galleys,  which  was 
read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  tollowing,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — The  Council  have  desired  me,  in  answer  to 
vours  of  the  fourth  instant,  to  inform  you  that  the  late  Con- 
vention were  sensible  of  the  importance  of  equipping  the 
Continental  ships  in  Hudson's  river,  and  repeatedly  wrote 
to  Congress  and  applied  to  His  E.\cellency  tiie  General, 
on  that  subject.  Had  the  means  been  in  their  hands,  they 
would,  without  wailing  any  lurther  directions,  have  em- 
ployed them  for  that  purpose.  But  such  is  the  situation  of 
this  State,  from  the  loss  of  its  seaport  and  the  dispersion  of 
its  inhabitants,  that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  pro- 
cure seamen  enough  to  man  a  single  galley,  or  if  even  they 
could  be  obtained,  the  want  of  cannon  and  many  other 
stores  would  be  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  the  fitting  out 
the  ships.  Many  of  the  cannon  lliat  belong  to  or  could  be 
purchased  in  this  State,  have  been  lost  or  transported  out 
of  this  State.  We  were  obliaed  to  borrow  a  few  from  the 
State  of  Connecticut  for  the  forts  in  the  Highlands. 

"The  Council  understood  troin  -Major-General  Greene's 
letter,  that  His  Excellency  the  General,  would  provide 
means  for  arming  and  manning  the  ships,  and  accordingly 
sent  them  down  at  his  request.  It  gives  them  great  pain 
lo  find,  from  your  favour,  that  any  thing  should  be  expected 
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from  this  State,  which  their  unfortunate  situation  puts  it 
out  of  their  power  to  procure. 

"  They  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  you  whether  the  most 
speedy  and  etiectual  means  for  equipping  the  ships  would 
not  be  to  obtain  men  and  guns  from  one  of  the  neighbour- 
ing States,  or  from  the  ships  that  are  blocked  up  at' Provi- 
dence and  are  like  to  be  useless  for  some  time.  Marines 
might  be  furnished  out  of  the  Continental  troops. 

"As,  sir,  you  seem  sensible  of  the  iniportanco  of  this  bu- 
siness, the  Council  rely  upon  your  endeavours  to  see  it  ac- 
complished ;  in  doing  which,  they  will  give  you  ail  the  as- 
sistance which  the  slender  means  in  tlieir  power  enable 
them  to  afford. 

"  As  the  Council  are  informed  that  the  post  at  Peekskii! 
is  now  strongly  guarded,  they  flatter  themselves  that  scout- 
ing parties  in  the  county  of  VVeslchesler  will  prevent  any 
future  depredations  of  the  enemy,  and  deprive  them  of  all 
supplies  from  that  county. 

"  I  am,  sir,  &c. 

"  Major-Genl.  Putnam." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  be  signed  by  the  President,  and 
transmitted. 

A  letter  from  Dennis  Kennedy,  relative  to  some  effects 
of  Peter  Corney,  which  the  commisssioners  of  sequestra- 
tion in  Westchester  county  were  directed  to  deliver  him, 
was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  take  Mr.  Kennedy's  exa- 
mination on  oath. 

Mr.  Hobart,  according  to  notice,  moved,  and  was  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Jay,  that  the  resolution  of  the  Council  on 
the  twenty-ninth  day  of  May  last,  on  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
tition of  Levi  Pawling  and  otiiers,  be  reconsidered.  The 
same  was  agreed  to. 

The  Council  accordingly  proceeded  to  the  reconsidera- 
tion thereof. 

Mr.  Jay,  seconded  by  Mr.  Livingston,  moved  as  an 
amendment  to  General  Scott's  motion,  made  and  carried  in 
the  affirmative  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  May  last,  that 
the  following  answer  be  given  to  the  said  petition,  to  wit : 

Whereas  the  late  Convention  of  this  State  did,  prior  to 
their  dissolution,  pass  and  publish  an  ordinance  for  organiz- 
ing and  establishing  the  government  agreed  to  by  the  said 
Convention,  and,  among  other  things  in  the  said  ordinance 
contained,  did  ascertain  and  appoint  the  manner  in  which, 
and  the  particular  places  at  which,  the  elections  tlierein 
mentioned  should  be  held, 

1st.  Resolved,  That  it  would  be  highly  improper  for 
this  Council  to  direct  that  the  elections  aforesaid  should  be 
held  in  any  other  manner,  or  at  any  other  place  or  places 
than  those  which  the  said  Convention  did  in  and  by  the 
said  ordinance  nominate  and  prescribe. 

2nd.  Resolved,  That  if  commissioners  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  the  votes  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Montgom- 
rie,  justice  and  equity  dictate  that  commissioners  should 
also  be  appointed  to  take  the  votes  of  such  Continental 
troops  and  militia  as  might  have  a  right  to  vole  at  Fort 
Constitution,  Peekskill,  Fort  Stanwi.\,  Ticonderoga,  and 
divers  other  posts  and  garrisons  throughout  this  State, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  would  be  impracticable 
and  a  measure  too  important  in  its  consequences  to  be 
adopted  by  this  Council. 

3rd.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  com- 
manding officers  at  the  several  posts  and  garrisons  through- 
out this  State,  that  they  permit  such  of  the  militia  at  their 
respective  posts  and  garrisons  who  have  a  right  to  vote,  to 
go  to  the  next  place  of  elections  to  give  their  vote  ;  pro- 
vided nevertheless  that  the  same  shall,  in  the  opinion  of 
such  commanding  officers,  be  perfectly  consistent  with  the 
safety  of  the  said  posts  and  garrisons  respectively. 

The  first  resolution  being  again  read  and  the  question 
put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows,  to 
wit : 
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For  the  negative. 
Genl.  Scott, 
Mr.  Harpur, 
Major  Van  Zaadt. 


For  the  negative. 
Genl.  Scott. 


for  the  ajirmativt. 
Jit.  Tappen, 
Mr.  Hobart, 
Mr.  Plait, 
Colo.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Yates, 
Mr.  Cuyler, 
Mr.  G.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  R.  B.  Livingston. 

The  second  paragraph  or  resolution  was  read,  and  the 
question  was  put  on  such  part  of  the  said  paragraph  or  re- 
solution as  is  contained  from  tlie  beginning  thereof  to  the 
word  "  Slate,"  and  was  agreed  to  nem.  con. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  following  words  im- 
mediately succeeding  the  word  "  State,"  to  wit,  "  which 
in  ihe  opinion  of  this  Council  would  be  impracticable," 
and  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

For  the  affi.rmative. 
Major  Tappen, 
Mr.  Hobart, 
Mr.  Plait, 
Colo.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Yates, 
Mr.  Cuyler, 
Mr,  G.  Livingston, 
Major  Van  Zandt, 
Mr.  Harpur, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston. 
The  question  was  then  put  on  the  remaining  words  of 
the  said  resolution,  to  wit :  "  And  a  measure  too  important 
in  its  consequences  to  be  adopted  by  this  Council and 
carried  in  the  affirmative  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit ; 

For  the  affirmative  For  the  negative. 

Mr.  Tappen,  Genl.  Scott, 

Mr.  Hobart,  Major  Van  Zandt. 

Mr.  Piatt, 
Colo.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Yates, 
Mr.  Cuyler, 
Mr.  G.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Harpur. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  whole  of  the  said  re- 
loIulioR  and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  nem.  con. ;  Genl. 
Scott  and  Major  Van  Zandt  having  previously  withdrawn 
themselves. 

The  third  or  last  resolution  being  read  and  the  question 
put  thereon,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  nem.  con.  Genl. 
Scott  and  Mr.  Van  Zandt  were  returned  previous  to  this 
question  being  put,  and  voted. 

The  preamble  to  the  said  resolution  being  read  and  the 
question  put  thereon,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  nem. 
con.;  Genl.  Scott  and  Mr.  Van  Zandt  being  again  with- 
drawn previous  to  this  question  being  put. 

Genl.  Scott  and  Mr.  Van  Zandt  being  returned,  the  ge- 
neral question  on  the  whole  of  the  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions was  put  and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  nem.  con. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  resolutions  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  said  petitioners,  and  that  copies  of  the  third 
or  last  resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  Generals  Schuyler, 
McDougall  and  George  Clinton. 

Die  Veneris,  4  ho.  P.  M.  June  6,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Phisent — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Harpur,  Mr.  Vales,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  R.  R. 
Livingston,  Mr.  Ilobart,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livin£;ston,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr. 
Cnyler,  Geul.  Scott. 

A  certificate,  signed  by  James  Van  D.  Bergh,  major  of 
militia  in  Dulcliess  county,  that  Thomas  Tobias,  a  delin- 
quent described  in  the  ordinance  of  the  Convention  of  this 
State,  of  the  tenth  day  of  May  last,  appeared  before  him 
and  look  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  said  ordinance. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  issue  a  pardon  to  ihe  said 
Thomas  Tobias. 

Mf.  Harpur,  seconded  by  Genl.  Scott,  moved  that  the 
Secretary  write  to  the  commissioners  for  detecting  con- 
spiracies at  Poughkeepsie,  that  this  Council  may  be  in- 


formed whether  Bariliolomew  Crannel,  Richard  Snediker 
and  the  Reverend  John  Beardslee,  who  have  lately  been 
with  the  enemy,  are  returned  to  Poughkeepsie,  as  is  report- 
ed here  ;  and  if  they  are,  whether  they  have  taken  the 
benefit  of  the  act  of  grace.  Question  being  put,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Colo.  De  Witt,  seconded  by  Genl.  Scott,  moved  that  the 
doors  of  this  Council  be  opened. 

Debates  arose,  and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  it 
was  carried  in  the  negative  as  follows,  to  wii : 


For  the  negative. 
Mr.  Harpur, 
Mr.  Yates, 
Major  Tappen, 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Hobart, 
Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Cuyler. 


For  the  affirmative. 
Genl.  Scott, 
Colo.  De  Wilt. 


[Major  Van  Zandt  is  absent 
on  the  business  of  the  House.] 


A  letter  from  the  Honourable  Phil.  Livingston  and  Wil- 
liam Duer,  Esqr.  at  Congress,  dated  the  31$t  May,  enclos- 
ing a  resolution  of  Congress,  ot  llie  23rd  May,  were  read, 
and  are  in  the  words  following,  vizt ; 

"  Philada.  3Ut  May,  1777. 

"  Sir — We  transmit  you  the  resolution  of  Congress,  of 
23rd  May,  1777,  relative  to  the  manning  and  fiitiiig  out 
two  galleys  for  tiie  defence  of  the  iXorth  river.  We  wisli 
that  Mr.  Morris  who  was  desired  by  Convention  to  write 
on  this  subject,  had  transmitted  his  letter  to  the  board  of 
war  through  us,  as  we  tlien  should  have  been  able  (in  all 
probability)  to  have  obtained  a  resohition  for  fitting  iliose 
galiies  at  the  Continental  expense.  For  want  of  previous 
information,  the  resolution  enclosed  was  passed  without 
that  attention  which  might  otherwise  have  been  paid  to  it. 

"  We  by  no  means  are  of  opinion  tliat  there  is  any  simi- 
larity betwi.xt  the  State  of  New-York  and  other  Stales  who 
have  fitted  out  vessels  of  this  nature. 

"  The  use  of  these  vessels  in  Hudson's  river  is  chieflv 
to  protect  the  chain  near  the  forts  in  the  Highlands,  and 
by  that  means  keep  up  the  communication  betwixt  the 
southern  and  eastern  Stales.  In  other  States  they  have 
been  built  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  their  own  harbours 
and  towns.  Tlie  purpose,  therefore,  for  whicii  the  vessels 
on  Hudson's  river  are  intended,  being  Continental,  the  ex- 
pense ought,  in  our  opinion,  to  be  the  same. 

"  If  the  Council  ot  Safely  should  be  of  the  same  opinion 
with  us,  and  write  to  Congress  on  this  subject,  wc  shall 
procure  a  reconsideration  of  this  resolution,  and  exert  our- 
selves to  make  the  fitting  and  manning  ihese  vessels  a 
Continental  charge.  In  the  mean  lime,  we  think  it  will 
be  for  the  interest  and  safety  of  the  State  to  exert  them- 
selves in  equipping  and  manning  these  vessels  vviih  the 
utmost  despatch. 

"  We  are  directed  by  Mr.  Lewis  to  inform  you  that  the 
accounts  of  the  sloop  Montgomery  will  be  forwarded  in  two 
or  three  days,  togeiher  with  the  share  of  prize  money  due 
to  the  captors. 

"  We  are,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

"  Your  obedt.  hble.  servts. 

"PHIL.  LIVINGSTON, 
"WM.  DUER.  , 

"To  the  Honble.  PiEBRF.  Van  Cort- 
landt, President  of  the  Council  of 

bafety  of  the  State  of  iNew-York.  ,  ,,,  ,  ■.  , 

"  P.  S.  Capt.  Cook  having  no  money  to  carry  him  out 
of  town,  we  have  furnished  him  with  a  loan  of  seventy 
dollars,  for  which  we  enclose  you  his  receipt." 

The  resolution  referred  to  in  the  above  mentioned  letter, 
was  then  read,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

"  In  Congress,  May  23, 1777. 

"  The  marine  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  (ienl. 
McDougall  and  Gouvr.  Morris,  respecting  the  manning  and 
fitting  two  galleys  for  the  defence  of  the  North  river  were 
referred,  report,  that  they  have  taken  the  said  letters  into 
consideration,  and  are  of  opinion  that  such  galleys  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  said  river,  ought  to  be 
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equipped  and  their  operations  directed  by  the  Stale  of  New- 
York  ;  for  they  find  this  kind  of  defence  is  undertaken  by 
all  the  other  States,  where  it  is  found  necessary. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  of  tlie  State  of  New- 
York  be  desired  to  inform  the  Convention  of  that  State,  that 
the  above  report  of  the  marine  commillee  is  accepted  and 
adopted  as  the  sense  of  Con/^rcss  on  this  subject. 
"Extract  from  liie  mintiies. 

"  CHAS.  THOMSON,  Secy." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  resolution  be  refer- 
red to  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston,  and  that  the  said  receipt 
be  filed  with  the  Treasurer,  and  lie  charge  Capiain  Cook 
with  the  said  seventy  dollars,  and  give  Mr.  Duer  credit  for 
the  same. 

A  letter  from  Stephen  Kinnie,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Claverack,  accompanying  Barent  Wegcr,  Asa 
Landfear,  Gideon  Gilford,  Samuel  Leonard  and  David 
Southward,  who  being  suspected  and  thought  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  America,  and  who  refused  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  this  Slate,  were  sent  under  a  guard  to 
this  Council,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  disposition  of  those  persons  be  re- 
ferred to  the  commissioners  for  superintending  the  vessels 
for  the  reception  of  such  persons  at  Esopus  Landing. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  pay  to  Lieut. 
Cornelius  Hogeboom  the  sum  of  eight  pounds  seventeen 
shillings  and  four  pence,  for  the  pay  and  expenses  of  him- 
self and  his  guard,  in  conveying  to  this  place  Barent 
Weger,  Asa  Landfear,  Gideon  Gilford,  Samuel  Leonard 
and  David  Southward,  by  order  of  the  committee  of  Cla- 
verack, and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  ihe  expenses  be  paid  by  the  said  pri- 
soners before  they  be  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  pav  unto 
Captain  Theodorus  Brett,  the  sum  of  twenty-seven  pounds 
twelve  shillings  and  eight  pence,  in  full  for  his  account  for 
service  and  expenses,  in  going  express  from  Fishkill  to  | 
Congress,  at  Baltimore,  with  despatches  from  Major-Gene-  j 
ral  Schuyler,  in  December  last,  which  said  despatches 
were  sent  down  from  Albany  by  the  General,  witli  a  re- 
quest that  they  be  forwarded  by  a  trusty  express.  Also, 
the  further  sum  of  seventy-six  pounds  five  shillings  and 
two  pence,  for  his  services,  pay  and  disbursements  in  con- 
veying Major  Edmeslon,  (a  prisoner  of  war,)  from  King- 
ston to  the  Honourable  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  bv  order 
of  the  late  Convention  of  this  State,  at  General  AVashing- 
ton's  request.  The  said  two  accounts  to  be  charged  to  the 
United  States  of  America. 

The  Secretary  according  to  order  delivered  in  the  affi- 
davit of  Dennis  Kennedy,  relative  to  Colonel  Samuel 
Drake,  which  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit : 

"  Dennis  Kennedy,  of  Westchester  county,  beincr  duly 
sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  last  Sauirday  morning  he, 
this  deponent,  waited  on  Colonel  Saml.  Drake,  one  of  the 
commissioners  for  sequestration  in  the  s.nid  counly,  and 
delivered  to  him  a  letter  written  by  .\bin.  Yates,  Jiinr.  and 
Zephaniah  Piatt,  Esqrs.  by  order  of  liie  Council  of  Safely, 
and  directed  to  the  said  Saml.  Drake,  and  Israel  Honey- 
well, and  James  Hunt,  commisssioncrs  for  sequestration 
in  the  said  county;  that  the  said  Colo.  Saml.  Drake,  on 
receiving  the  said  letter,  retired  into  a  room  for  a  lilile 
■while  ;  that  on  his  coming  out  again,  he  asked  the  depo- 
nent what  things  he  claimed  or  demanded  ;  that  the  depo- 
nent answered,  those  tliinirs  of  Mr.  Pclcr  Corne's,  wliirh 
were  by  the  said  commissioners  seized  and  sold  at  vendue; 
that  the  said  Colo.  Drake  replied,  that  he,  the  deponent, 
had  no  right  to  claim  any  of  the  things  of  Mr.  Corne  ; 
that  the  deponent  then  left  the  said  Colo.  Drake,  as  they 
were  going  to  dinner;  that  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day,  the  deponent  again  met  with  Colo.  Drake  at  Genl. 
Putnam's  quarters,  and  asked  him  whether  he  intended  to 
send  any  answer  to  the  said  letter ;  that  Colo.  Drake  an- 


swered, that  he  thought  that  he  had  done  his  duty,  and  did 
not  care  two  coppers  about  it ;  and  further  tliis'deponent 
saith  not. 

"  DENS.  KENNEDY. 
"  Sworn  to,  this  6th  of  June,  1777,  ) 
before  me.  > 
"  RoBT.  Benson." 
Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  aforegoing  affidavit  be 
transmitted  to  Colo.  Saml.  Drake,  and  that  he  be  directed 
to  inform  this  Council  of  his  reasons  for  not  coinplyui  T  with 
the  requisitions  contained  in  the  letter  sent  to  him  by  .Mr. 
Kennedy,  by  order  of  this  Council. 


DIE  SABBATI,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

June  7,  1777. 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Colonel  Van  Cortlanilt,  President. 

Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Harpur,  Major  Tapper),  Mr.  Cuyler,  Col.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Canline,  .Mr.  Gilbl.  Livingston,  Major  Van  Zantlt,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr. 
Yates,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Genl.  Scoit. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  Robt.  Livingston,  directed  to  Mr. 
Anthony  Rutgers,  relative  to  a  gun  making  at  his  forse,  of 
bar  iron,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Rutgers,  and  by 
order  of  the  late  Convention,  was  read  and  filed.  Jlr. 
Livingston  therein  requests  6lb.  powder  may  be  supplied 
to  Mr.  William  Orr,  for  the  purpose  of  proving  the  said 
cannon. 

Ordered,  That  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  King- 
ston, be  requested  to  direct  the  delivery  of  6lb.  of  the  sun- 
powder  belonging  to  the  Stale  to  Mr.  William  Orr,  and 
lake  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Canline,  Major  Van  Zandt  and  Mr. 
Gilbert  Livingston,  taking  to  their  assistance  Major  Ten 
Broeck,  be  empowered  to  examine  and  discharge  such  of 
the  prisoners  as  are  confined  on  boaid  the  vessels  at  Eso- 
pus Landing,  and  are  distinguished  in  a  list  from  those 
who  are  thought  very  dangerous,  by  taking  hostages,  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Livingston,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
the  Honble.  Philip  Livingston  and  William  Duer,  Esqr. 
dated  at  Congress,  i\Iay  the  ihirly-first,  enclosing  resolu- 
tions of  Congress,  passed  twenty-third  day  of  May,  rela- 
tive to  equipping  and  manning  the  row  galleys  iii  Hud- 
son's river.  And  also  a  receipt  for  seventy  dollars  ad- 
vanced by  Mr.  Duer,  to  Capiain  Cook,  on  account  of  this 
Stale,  brought  in  his  report,  which  was  read  and  approved. 

Resolved,  That  the  Honourable  the  Congress,  have 
from  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain, 
considered  the  security  of  Hudson's  river  as  an  object  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  safety  of  America  :  and  there- 
upon, ordered  at  the  Continental  expense  the  erecting  of 
fortifications  thereon,  and  by  various  resolutions  empowered 
the  Comm--nder-in-Chief,  and  the  late  Convention  of  this 
Slate,  to  obstruct  the  navigation  liiereof,  and  to  buiid  ves- 
sels of  war  for  its  security. 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Council  from  the  re- 
presentations of  the  Honourable  Major-General  Putnam, 
of  the  fourih  instant,  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  defence  of 
the  river  that  the  Continental  galleys  now  in  Hudson  river 
be  filled  and  manned  ;  and  that  the  general  cause  of  Ame- 
rica may  not  suffer  by  any  delay  in  manning  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Cook,  who  is  commander  of  the 
Lady  Washington  galley,  by  appointment  from  His  Excel- 
lency General  Washington,  be  requested  to  cause  the  said 
galleys  to  be  properly  manned  and  fitted  for  service,  and 
lhat  this  Council  will  advance  the  money  necessary  lor  that 
purpose. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  resolution  only  extends  to  any 
expense  that  may  in  future  accrue  in  fitting  out  and  man- 
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the  said  galleys,  and  shall  continue  in  force  until  the 
Ust  day  of  November  next,  unless  the  General  Congress 
][  previously  take  order  about  the  same  ;  and  that  all 
warrants  for  money  drawn  by  Captain  Cook,  be  signed  by 
Brieadier-General  George  Clinton. 

Resolved,  That  the  Honourable  Major-General  Putnam 
be  requested  to  afford  every  assistance  to  Captain  Cook,  in 
procuring  men  for  the  said  galleys  ;  it  being  out  of  the 
power  of  this  Stale  to  obtain  anv  lor  the  purpose. 

The  Council  being  informed  that  William  Smith  and 
Patterson,  Esquires,  are  attending  in  town,  pursuant 
10  tlie  order  of  the  3rd  instant, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  5Ir.  Smith  and  re- 
quest his  attendance  in  Council. 

Mr.  Smith  attending,  was  by  order  asked  the  following 
questions  from  the  Chair,  to  wit :  r  l   •  j 

"  Whether  he  considers  himself  a  subject  of  the  inde- 
pendent State  of  IN'ew-Yorkr 

He  desires  that  what  follows  may  be  accepted  as  his  an- 

Thai  he  does  not  conceive  himself  discharged  from  his 
oaths  of  fidelity  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain.  He  re- 
fers to  his  letter  of  the  4lh  of  July  last,  in  answer  to  the 
lummons  of  a  committee  of  the  Honourable  Congress,  for 
an  elucidation  of  his  political  sentiments.  He  has  strictly  con- 
formed to  his  parol  in  that  letter,  nor  will  infringe  it.  He 
then  conceived  that  a  separation  from  Great  Britain  could 
not  be  contended  for  with  safety  to  the  rights,  liberties  and 
privileges  of  this  country  ;  and  from  a  deep  concern  for  the 
Colonies,  he  prays  God  that  peace  may  be  restored  by  a 
happy,  safe  and  generous  reconciliation." 

Mr.  Patterson  on  being  asked  whether  he  considers  him- 
self a  subject  of  the  independant  State  of  New- York,  he 
desired  to  know  in  what  character  he  stood  before  the 
Council. 

On  his  being  informed,  that  as  an  officer  of  the  British 
establishment,  he  was  looked  upon  in  a  suspicious  point  of 
light,  Mr.  Patterson  answered,  "  That  he  does  not  consider 
himself  a  subject  of  the  independent  Stale  of  New- York  ; 
that  he  looks  upon  himself  as  a  subject  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  ;  that  he  holds  no  military  office  ;  but  holds 
two,  one  pecuniary  and  one  honorary  office  under  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  ;  that  he  has  and  means  to  observe 
a  strict  neutrality." 

Messrs.  Smith  and  Patterson  were  informed  that  the 
Council  will  consider  their  cases  respectively  in  the  after- 
noon ;  and  in  the  mean  lime  they  were  directed  to  attend 
in  Kingston,  until  they  receive  the  further  direction  of  this 
Council. 

Adjourned  to  the  afternoon. 

Die  Saebati,  4  ko.  P.  M.  June  7,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PsEseNT — Pierre  Van  Corllamlt,  Ksqr.  President. 

Mr.  Hobart,  iMr.  Abr.  Yates.  -Mr.  R.  Harpur,  Cnlo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Gil 
bert  Livingston,  Genl.  Scott,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Major  A' an 
Zandt,  Mr.  Jay. 

A  letter  from  General  George  Clinton,  dated  the  fifth 
instant,  relative  to  the  Continental  fricjates  in  Hudson's 
river  and  the  Stale  privateers,  was  received  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  commiltcd  to  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Ja- 
cob Cuyler  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  to  report  thereon. 

The  Council  of  Safely  look  into  consideration  the  case 
of  William  Smith  and  John  Patterson,  JOsqrs. 

The  minutes  of  this  morning,  and  the  declaration  of 
those  gentlemen,  were  respectively  read  and  considered 
and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  William  Smith  and  John  Pat 
teraon  be  confined  within  the  manor  of  ]jivinirston  on  their 
parol  of  honour,  to  abide  there  till  the  further  order  of  th 
Council  or  the  future  executive  power  of  tins  Slate  ;  and 
in  the  mean  time,  neither  directly  or  indirectly,  by  words 
or  deeds,  lo  oppose  or  contravene  the  measures  of  the  Uni 


ted  States  of  America  or  either  of  them,  for  supporting 
their  independence  in  opposition  to  the  King  and  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  or  for  supporting  the  present  con- 
stitution or  government  of  iliis  Stale. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  take  llicir  parols,  which 
were  accordingly  taken,  by  them  respcclively  subscribed, 
and  follow,  to  wit : 

"  State  of  New-York,  ss. — T,  William  Smith,  Esquire, 
do  hereby  pledge  my  parol  of  honour,  lo  abide  within  the 
manor  of  Livingston  until  the  further  order  of  the  Council 
of  Safety  or  the  future  executive  power  of  iliis  Slate  ; 
and  in  the  mean  time,  that  I  will  neither  directly  nor  indi- 
rectly, by  word  or  deed,  oppose  or  contravene  the  mea- 
sures of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  either  of  them, 
for  supporting  their  independence  in  opposition  to  the  Kinrr 
and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  or  for  supporting  the 
present  constitution  or  government  of  the  said  Slate. 

"WM.  SMITH. 

"  Kingston,  June  7/ft,  1777." 

"  State  of  New-York,  ss. — I,  John  Patterson,  Esquire, 
do  hereby  pledge  my  parol  of  honour,  lo  abide  within  ihe 
manor  of  Livingston  until  the  further  order  of  the  Council 
of  Safety  or  the  future  executive  power  of  this  State  ; 
and  in  the  mean  lime,  that  I  will  neither  directly  nor  indi- 
rectly, by  word  or  deed,  oppose  or  contravene  the  mea- 
sures of  the  United  Stales  of  America,  or  either  of  ihein, 
for  supporting  their  independence  in  opposition  to  the  K\ns 
and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  or  for  supporting  the 
present  constitution  or  government  of  the  said  State. 

"JOHN  PATTERSON. 

"  Kingston,  -June  7,  1777."  ■  . 

Proposals  of  Peter  R.  Livingston,  Esquire,  for  purchas- 
ig  and  bringing  into  this  Stale  a  quantity  of  salt,  was 
read,  and  follows,  vizi : 

"  Kingston,  7th  June,  1777. 
The  Proposals  of  Peter  R.  Livingston,  for  brinsinp;  into  this  Stale  a 
quantity  of  salt  lor  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  .State. 

"  1.  That  the  sum  of  lour  thousand  pounds  be  put  into 
his  hands  for  the  above  purpose,  on  his  giving  his  receipt 
for  the  faithful  expenditure  of  the  same. 

"  2.  That  the  above  £4,000  be  laid  out  in  the  eastern 
States,  in  sail,  on  the  best  terms  in  ids  power. 

3.  That  the  above  salt  be  brought  into  the  State,  and 
disposed  of  in  small  quantities,  by  the  said  Peter  li.  Li- 
vingston, adding  to  the  first  cost  the  charges  of  transpor- 
tation and  his  expenses  of  going  and  coming,  so  as  to  meet 
the  said  sum  of  four  thousand  pounds,  which  said  sum  to 
be  replaced  into  the  Treasury  by  the  said  Livingston,  as 
soon  as  the  sales  are  closed. 

"PETER  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  .  ,■  ,  ■  . . 

Council  of  Safety."  ' 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  four  thousand  pounds  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  Peter  R.  Livingston,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  salt  into  this  Slaie  for  the  use  of  ihc  inhaliilants 
thereof,  on  his  giving  his  receipt  for  the  faithful  expendi- 
ture thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  four  thousand  pounds  be  by 
the  said  Peter  R.  Livingston  laid  out  in  salt  in  the  eastern 
States,  on  the  best  terms  in  liis  power. 

Resolved,  That  such  salt  be  brought  into  this  Slate  and 
stored  at  such  safe  places  therein  as  the  said  Peter  R.  Li- 
vingston shall  direct ;  that  he  ihcreupon  transmit  to  the 
Council  of  Safety  or  the  future  Legislature  of  this  Stale, 
an  account  of  the  prime  cosls  of  the  said  salt,  his  expen- 
ses in  procuring,  and  the  charges  of  transporling  the  same, 
to  the  end  that  proper  reiiuialions  for  the  sale  and  distribu- 
tion thereof  may  be  made. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hobart  be,  and  is  hereby  appointed 
to  confer  with  Doctor  Townshcnd,  relative  to  the  making 
of  salt  for  tlie  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  9  o'clock. 
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DIE  SOLIS,  9  HO.  A.  M. 

June  9,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  CorUandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Yatus,  Mr.  Harpur,  Mr  Hobart,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Li- 
vington,  Mr.  Cujier,  Major  Van  Zauilt. 

For  the  want  of  another  member,  adjourned  till  this  af- 
ternoon. 

Die  Solis,  4  ho.  A.  M.  June  9,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Pierre  Vaa  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Harpiir,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Gilbt. 
Livingston,  Mr.  Cuyler,  .Major  \  an  ZaiiJt,  Mr.  Canune. 

The  memorial  of  Doctor  Plait  Townsend,  a  subject  of 
this  Slate,  but  now  resident  in  the  Stale  of  Connecticut, 
setting  forth  lliat  he  is  a  native  of  Queens  county,  within 
this  Slate,  and  had  been  a  resident  in  the  ciiv  of  iSew-York 
for  some  years,  and  fled  from  the  same  to  the  Stale  of  Con- 
necticut, on  the  approach  of  the  enemy  :  thai  he  has  a  si- 
tuation very  convenient  for  making  sail  from  sea  water, 
and  being  incUned  to  make  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  Slate,  but  fearing  ihe  embargo  in  the  Stale 
of  Connecticut  may  prevent  ilie  inliabilants  of  this  Stale 
from  receiving  any  salt  there  prepared,  he  ilierefore  prays 
the  interposition  of  this  Council  with  the  government  ot  tiie 
Slate  of  Connecticut,  that  he  may  be  allowed,  as  a  refugee 
from  New- York,  to  erect  works  m  Connecticut  for  makmg 
salt  to  be  transported  into  the  State  of  New-York,  was  read 
and  taken  into  consideration  :  and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  memorial  be 
granted. 

Ordered,  That  Jlr.  Hobart  draft  and  report  a  letter  on 
the  subject  to  the  government  of  Connecticut. 

Whereas  William  Smith  and  John  Paitcrson,  Esquires, 
are,  by  a  resolution  of  this  board  of  the  seventh  instant, 
confined  within  llie  manor  of  Livmgston  :  And  whereas 
doubts  have  arisen  whether,  by  the  said  resolution,  a  was 
intended  that  those  gentlemen  should  not  be  permitted  to 
go  into  and  pass  through  llie  east  camp. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  intended  by  the  said  resolution 
to  restrict  the  said  William  Smith  and  John  Patterson,  Es- 
quires, from  going  into  and  passing  through  the  east  camp 
at  tlieir  pleasure.    And  further 

Resolved,  That  the  said  William  Smith  and  John  Pat- 
terson, Esquires,  be  and  they  are  liereby  permitted  to  go 
to  Red  Hook,  in  Rhinebeck  precinct,  for  the  purpose  of 
attending  divine  service,  under  the  restrictions  contained  in 
the  parols  of  those  gentlemen  respectively. 

On  reading  the  petition  of  John  .Muted,  James  Beggs 
and  Isaac  Lockwood,  confined  in  jail, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Shcriti'  Dumoiid  be  directed  to  cause 
necessary  provisions  to  be  provided  for  the  said  persons 
during  their  confinement. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  Jacob  Hornbeck.  dated  Roches- 
ter, June  the  eighth,  sent  by  Johannes  Oosterhoudt  and 
Nicholas,  an  Indian,  and  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  talk  made 
by  the  said  committee  lo  the  Indians,  and  the  examination 
of  the  said  Ooslerhout  and  the  Indian,  on  their  return  from 
the  Indian  country,  were  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Tappen  write  lo  Colonel  Horn- 
beck,  informing  him  that  liic  examination  by  him  trans- 
mitted, is  full  and  sufficent.  And 

Ordered,  That  Major  Tappen  pay  to  Johannes  Ooster- 
houdt, and  Nicholas,  the  Indian,  for  their  expense  and 
trouble  in  coming  to  this  Council,  the  sum  of  forty  slnl- 
lings ;  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  repay  Major 
Tappen  the  said  sum  out  of  the  treasury. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 
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DIE  LUN^,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

June  10,  1777. 

The  Council  of  Safety  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Prfsent— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Hobart,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Major  Tappen,  M:ijnr  Van 
Zandt,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  R.  K.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Liviiv,'«lon 

A  letter  from  Hugh  Hughes,  deputy  quancr-mnster- 
general,  dated  the  eighth  instant,  requesting  a  supply  uf  duck 
or  old  sails,  for  the  public  service,  was  read  and  lued. 

A  draft  of  an  answer  to  the  said  letter  was  read  and  ap- 
proved, and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  Sir — The  Council  have  directed  me  to  inform  you 
that  they  have  no  old  sails  or  duck  in  store,  so  that  it  is 
out  of  their  power  lo  supply  you.  As  the  frequent  requi- 
sitions from  the  army  have  already  stripped  the  sul'jects  of 
this  Stale  of  almost  every  article  of  this  kind,  and  their 
want  of  a  seaport,  as  well  as  the  restrictions  imposed  by 
the  neighbouring  Stales,  prevents  tiieir  receiving  tuiilier 
supplies,  the  Council  must  decline  giving  so  general  a 
power  to  Mr.  Dobbs  as  you  request,  whicii,  indeed,  they 
should  at  all  limes  think  imprudent,  except  in  cases  of  the 
most  urgent  necessity. 

"  I  am,  sir,  &c. 

"  To  Colo.  Hughes." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  be  signed  by  the  President,  and 
delivered  to  Mr.  Dobbs. 

Mr.  Sands,  the  Auditor-General,  delivered  in  a  note,  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  May  lOth,  1777. 

"Sir — Please  lo  deliver  unto  the  bearer  hereof,  Capt. 
Moses  Canline,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds,  for  the 
use  of  the  commissioners,  &c.    In  whose  behalt, 
"  I  am,  sir,  your  hble.  servt. 

"PETER  CANTINE,  Junr. 

One  of  the  Commissrs. 

"  Comfort  Sands,  Esqr." 

The  same  being  read. 
Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  advance  to 
1  Peter  Cantine,  Esquire,  one  of  the  commissioners  lor  de- 
tecting conspiracies,  &c.  Ihe  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds 
for  the  use  of  the  said  commissioners. 

Mr.  Sands,  the  Auditor-General,  came  into  Council  and 
requested  their  directions  relative  to  the  auditing  Saml. 
Ogden,  Esquire's,  account,  for  hempseed,  by  him  pur- 
chased on  account  of  this  Stale,  by  order  of  the  laic  Con- 
vention ;  that  from  Mr.  Ogdcn's  account  it  appears  tliat  he 
hath  purchased  iive  hundred  and  forty  bushels  of  that  arti- 
cle, and  transported  the  same  to  New-Windsor  ;  that  .Mr. 
Ogden  produces  vouchers  of  tlie  persons  of  whom  he  hath 
purchased  the  same,  and  receipts  from  the  teamsters,  wlio 
conveyed  the  same  lo  New-Windsor,  but  that  he  has  only 
receipts  for  the  delivery  of  a  part  of  the  same  at  New- 
Windsor. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sands  do  audit  Mr.  Ogden's  ac- 
count, and  that  he  accept  of  the  vouchers  above  mcniioned 
as  sufficient,  notwithstanding  the  forty  bushels  over  and 
above  the  directions  lo  Mr.  Ogden,  given  by  the  Convention. 

A  letter  from  General  George  Clinton  of  the  fifth  instant, 
and  which  was  committed  on  the  seventh  instant,  was 
again  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Fort  Monlgomerie,  5th  June,  1777. 

"  Sir — I  was  desired  by  Genl.  Putnam,  two  days  ago, 
lo  write  to  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safely  of  this 
State,  to  request  they  would  use  every  means  in  llieir 
power  to  forward  the  Continental  frigates  down  lo  this  post. 
He  likewise  desired  me  to  mention  tliat  as  very  consider- 
able additional  works,  (at  the  public  expense,)  were  di- 
rected to  be  made  for  the  more  elfectual  obstruction  of  the 
navigation  of  the  river  at  this  place,  in  winch  this  State  is 
80  mucli  interested,  ii  is  expected  that  the  two  Stale  pri- 
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Tateers  will  be  sent  down  to  the  chain,  with  the  other  ves- 
•cis  to  which  I  presume  there  can  be  no  objeclion,  as  at 
jjiij' place  they  may  be  of  great  service,  and  1  can't  see 
lhat  they  can  be  of  any  at  any  oiher  on  the  river,  especially 
>ince  the  shipping  are  out  of  the  creek,  and  will  be  armed 
for  their  own  defence. 

"  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  if  the  committee  of 
anangements  continue  to  appoint  officers  to  supply  vacan- 
cies in  the  five  iitale  regiments,  as  well  because  I  under- 
stand there  are  already  many  in  some  of  them,  as  that  it 
is  a  contingency  we  may  frequently  expect,  and  the  ser- 
yice  injured  if  not  speedily  supplied.  I  e.xpect  my  present 
brigade  major  will  soon  be  ordered  to  join  the  regmient,  to 
whTch  His  Excellency  the  General  has  appointed  him.  I 
mean,  then,  to  make  an  offer  of  that  berth  to  Capt.  Lush, 
paymaster  to  Colo.  Duboys's  regiment;  in  which  case, 
however,  I  would  esteem  it  a  singular  favour  if  Capt. 
Townsend,  a  worthy  officer  of  my  brigade  last  year,  might 
succeed  him  in  his  present  office,  for  which,  as  he  served 
a  lime  to  merchandise,  I  think  him  very  capable,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  but  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  regiment. 
He  has  merit,  not  only  as  a  good  officer,  but  in  sacnhcing 
his  livelihood  in  the  cause,  and  he  is  now  out  of  all  kind 
of  business. 

"  I  am,  with  much  respect, 
"  Your  most  obedt.  servt. 

"  GEO.  CLINTON. 

"  To  the  Honourable  President 

of  ihe  Council  of  Safety. 

"  P.  S.  I  forgot  to  mention  that  John  Conkling,  Esqr.  of 
Haverstraw,  a  recruiting  captain  in  the  enemy's  service, 
his  first  lieutenant  of  the  same  surname,  a  sergeant  and 
one  private,  were  sent  to  this  post  last  Wednesday,  by  my 
brother.  His  enlisting  paper  was  found  wilii  him,  (to  which 
there  were  twenty  odd  names  subscribed,)  a  permission  to 
pass  and  repass  the  outposts  from  Geni.  Howe,  and  a 

{•rotection  from  Lord  Cornwallis,  all  dated  in  November 
ast.  I  have  ordered  these  villains  to  Peekskill,  in  irons, 
to  be  tried  for  treason.  My  brother  writes  me  that  a  small 
scouting  party  had  just  returned  from  Bergen  woods, 
where  they  had  taken  two  wagons  on  their  return  from 
New-York,  where  they  had  been  to  market.  The  men 
escaped  who  were  in  the  wagons,  but  left  some  women  in 
them." 

Mr.  Hobart,  to  whom  was  committed  the  letter  from 
General  George  Clinton,  dated  the  fifth  instant,  reported  a 
draft  of  a  letter  in  answer  thereto,  which  was  read  and  ap- 
proved, and  la  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — The  Council  have  desired  me  to  inform  you  in 
answer  to  your  favour  of  the  fifth  instant,  that  they  have 
exerted  themselves  to  their  utmost  to  forward  the  Continen- 
tal frigates,  but  as  the  State  is  without  cannon  and  seamen 
it  is  impossible  that  their  exertions  can  answer  the  purpose  ;  ' 
the  ships  are  now  at  Pouglikeepsie,  and  will,  I  hope,  soon 
be  liggcd,  wliich  is  the  utmost  we  shall  be  able  to  do  to- 
wards completing  them.  We  have  informed  General  Put- 
nam of  our  destitute  condition,  and  from  the  information 
received  fro  a  General  (ireenc,  trust  he  will  fall  upon  some 
means  to  procure  guns  and  seamen  for  them,  that  they  may 
be  used  in  the  defence  of  the  river.  One  of  our  privateer 
sloops  is  employed  to  guard  the  State  prisoners  on  board 
the  vessels  in  the  river,  the  other  is  now  at  Albany  :  as 
soon  as  she  returns  she  shall  be  sent  down  to  the  chain, 
where  she  can  be  of  but  little  service  unless  men  can  be 
procured  for  her  there. 

"  The  committee  of  arrangement  conceive  that  their 
power  e.tpired  with  the  late  Convention,  but  the  Council 
will  proceed  to  fill  up  such  vacancies  as  may  happen  in  the 
fi»e  regiments,  till  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  and  will 
always  pay  a  particular  attention  to  your  recommendations. 
Whenever  the  paymastership  of  Colonel  Duboys's  regiment 


shall  become  vacant,  a  commission  shall  be  filled  up  for 
Captain  Townsend. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
"  Your  most  obedt. 
"  General  Geobge  Clinton." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  tiie  President,  and  transmitted. 

Mr.  Hobart,  according  to  order,  reported  the  draft  of  a 
letter  to  Governor  Trumbull,  on  the  subject  of  Doctor 
Townsend's  memorial  to  make  salt  in  Connecticut  for  the 
inhabitants  of  this  State  ;  the  same  was  read  and  approved 
and  is  as  follows,  vizt : 

"  Sir — An  application  has  been  made  to  the  Council  of 
Safety  of  this  Stale  by  Doctor  Piatt  Townsend.  rciiucstinir 
their  interposition  witii  the  government  of  Connecticut  that 
he  might  be  allowed  to  erect  salt  works  there  and  transport 
the  salt  into  this  State  for  sale. 

"  The  Council  made  not  the  least  hesitation  to  comply 
with  Doctor  Townsend's  request,  as  the  inhabitants  of  iliis 
State  are  suffering  to  a  very  great  degree  for  that  necessary 
article,  being  shut  up  from  the  ocean  by  the  common 
enemy,  and  in  a  great  measure  deprived  of  any  benefit 
from  it  by  the  embargo  laid  in  the  eastern  States,  their  dis- 
tresses will  become  insupportable,  unless  speedy  measures 
be  taken  for  their  relief ;  the  board  has  therefore  directed 
me  to  write  to  your  Excellency  upon  the  subject,  and  to 
request  not  only  lhat  Doctor  Townsend  may  be  allowed  to 
erect  his  works,  but  that  a  general  indulgence  may  be 
granted  to  all  such  as  may  incline  to  erect  salt  works  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  the  inhabitants  of  this  Stale. 
As  it  is  impossible  liiat  our  sister  States  should  have  enter- 
tained the  most  distant  inclination  of  assisting  the  common 
enemy  to  distress  this  State,  the  board  is  firmly  ijcrsuaded 
that  this  just  and  necessary  requisition  will  be  cheerfully 
complied  with. 

"The  late  Convention  wrote  to  you  on  the  subject,  which 
I  presume  must  have."    [Remainder  missing.] 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed  and  signed 
by  the  I-*resident,  and  transmitted. 

Resolved,  That  Henry  Cuyler,  Esqr.  of  the  county  of 
Albany,  who  is  sent  to  this  place  by  the  committee  of  the 
said  county  as  an  officer  in  the  pay  of  the  King  of  Britain, 
and  dangerous  to  ihe  liberties  of  America,  be  confined  to 
the  town  of  Hurley,  and  lhat  Colo.  De  Win  and  Mr.  Gilht. 
Livingston  be  a  committee  to  provide  quarters  for,  and  take 
a  parol  of  him,  similar  to  those  given  by  Wilham  Smith 
and  John  Patterson,  Esquires. 

Ordered,  That  Christian  Cooper,  Johannes  Cooper  and 
Peter  Cooper,  of  the  manor  Livingston,  be  ordered  to  at- 
tend this  board  on  Friday  next,  and  lhat  Capt.  Jacob  Bow- 
ers do  serve  them  with  this  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  no.  a.  m. 

June  11,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.  Prftvlent. 
Major  Van  Zanilt,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Harpui-,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  R. 
R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Mr.  Cuyler. 

For  want  of  another  member,  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  JO  VIS,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

June  12,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prfsent— Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livint^ston,  Mr.  Tapren,  Mr.  Harpur,  Major 
Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Mr.  Hobart. 
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The  President  being  prevented  from  crossing  the  river 
by  reason  of  bad  weather, 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

June  13,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Opened  with  prayer. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Abr.  Yates,  Mr.  Hobart,  Colo.  De  "Witt,  Mr.  Gilht.  Livingston, 
Major  Tappen,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Morris. 

Ordered,  That  Nathaniel  Sackett,  Esquire,  deliver 
to  Colonel  Lasher,  as  commissary  appoinied  by  the  Con- 
vention of  this  Slate  to  take  charge  of  the  military  stores 
thereof,  all  the  public  military  stores  which  were  in  his 
custody,  and  take  a  receipt  for  the  same;  that  Mr.  Sackelt 
exhibit  and  deliver  all  his  accounts  and  vouchers  relative 
to  the  said  stores,  to  the  Auditor-General,  to  be  audited, 
that  they  may  be  filed  in  the  Treasurer's  olfice. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  deliver  to  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Sackett,  half  a  pound  of  purging  salt,  on  receiving  pay  for 
the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  deliver  to  Doctor  Thomas 
Jones  two  bottles  of  spirit  of  volatile  salt,  on  Doctor  Jones 
paying  for  tlie  same. 

A  certificate  of  Ephraim  Paine,  Esqr.  of  Dutchess 
county,  was  read,  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  State  of  New- York,  > 
Dutchess  County.  S 
"  This  may  certify,  that  on  the  20th  day  of  May,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  Assa  Wal- 
bridge  personally  appeared  and  voluntarily  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  State  of  New- York,  prescribed  by  tiie 
Honourable  the  Convention  of  the  said  State,  contained  in 
their  declaration  or  ordinance  of  the  tenth  of  tliis  present 
May,  respecting  the  offering  free  pardon  to  those  subjects  of 
the  said  State  as  have  gone  over  to  the  British  troops,  &c. 
"  Taken  and  sworn  the  day  and  year  ) 
above  written,  before  me.  ) 

"  Ephraim  Paine,  Justice  of  the  Peace." 

Ordered,  That  the  President  issue  a  pardon  to  the  said 
Assa  Walbridge. 

Adjourned  till  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Die  Veneris,  4  ho.  P.  M.  June  13,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Harpur,  Mr.  Morris.  Major  Tappen, 
Mr.  Gil.  Livingston,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Colonel  De  Witt,  Mr.  Hobart. 

A  return,  dated  the  eighth  day  of  March  last,  signed 
Elihu  Marvin,  chairman  of  Cornwall  precinct,  was  read. 
He  thereby  certifies  that  Barnabas  Hoiton  was  unanimous- 
ly chosen  ensign  in  Captain  Thomas  Horton's  company, 
in  Jesse  Woodhull's  regiment,  and  requesting  a  commis- 
sion. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table,  as  the  meeting  of  the 
Legislature  is  near  at  hand,  and  it  i.s  e.xpected  tlie  militia 
will,  by  the  Legislature,  be  new  modelled. 

A  petition  of  Coenradt  Ring  and  Jeremiah  Tater,  two 
prisoners  in  Ulster  jail,  praying  a  discharge,  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Haddon,  dated  the  eleventh  in- 
stant, praying  his  discharge,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  \i\e  table. 

The  petition  of  Samuel  Frclisrh,  a  prisoner  in  Kingston 
jail,  dated  this  day,  acknowledgin^j  Ins  crime,  and  praying 
pardon,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  t.able. 

A  petition  of  Joseph  Penny,  a  prisoner  in  Kingston  jail, 
praying  a  discharge,  was  read,  and  referred  to  iMessrs. 
Gilbert  Livingston  and  Van  Zandt,  to  inquire  thereon. 

A  petition  of  John  Kortz,  Junr.  a  prisoner  in  Ulster 


county  jail,  praying  leave  to  go  home  on  a  furlough,  was 
read.  The  Council  were  informed  that  Kortz  is  a  very 
wicked  conspirator  against  this  Smie.  Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

A  petition  of  Gideon  Gilford  and  eleven  others,  com- 
plaining of  the  jail  keeper,  was  read,  and  ordered  tt'  lie  re- 
ferred to  Egbert  Dumoiid,  Esqr.  high  shcritl,  to  direct 
thereon  what  may  be  right. 

A  petition  of  John  Savage,  dated  the  eleventh  inst.int, 
praying  the  benefit  of  the  act  of  grace,  was  read,  anu  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  Elnathan  Foster,  dated  this  dny,  wi^  rc-.d. 
He  therein  sets  forth  that  his  money  is  nearly  cx[ii-!:.j.  ;j  ; 
that  boarding  is  very  expensive  here,  ami  thcTfli  r-:  iirnys 
leave  to  go  to  reside  at  his  sister's,  at  the  .\e\v-P,i,i,/.' 

Ordered,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  i:r,iiv...  .j  , 
that  Egbert  Dumond,  Esqr.  sheriff,  take  his  parol  u>  rri,i,i:ii 
in  her  family,  to  be  a  prisoner  on  that  farm,  and  noi 
of  the  limits  thereof;  and  to  return  a  prisoner  to  KinL'-nri 
on  the  first  notice  or  order  from  the  said  shcnlf  lor  ttia: 
purpose. 

A  petition  of  Jan  Freer,  praying  to  be  discharizfi  from 
jail,  on  bail  or  parol,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  he  on  ihc 
table. 

A  petition  of  Jacob  Powers  and  others,  rri|iiL'ii;i>i7  .i 
discliarge  of  sundry  persons,  was  read,  and  ont.-rcd  \ic 
on  the  table,  but  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Gilbert  Livm^-ioii. 
delivered  to  him. 

An  account  of  James  Van  Brackle,  the  jail  keeper,  for 
maintaining  sundry  prisoners  therein  named,  in  jail,  jinuiint- 
ing  to  fifteen  pounds  fifteen  shillings,  was  rend. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  coinmiileil  to  1"l'  (.•ri 
Dumond,  Esqr.  high  siieriff  of  Ulster  county  ;  tint  iiir-  v 
sheriff  lake  to  his  assistance  such  rej)Utable  perfon  or  i>'T- 
sons  in  Kingston  as  lie  may  think  proper,  and  li\  a  rcji;:.!- 
lion  which  may  be  proper  tor  niainlaiiiing  indigent  |lrl^on- 
ers,  and  report  the  same  to  this  Council. 

A  letter  from  Lynde  Lord,  dated  at  Litchfield  the  tucn- 
ty-sevenlh  of  May  last,  was  read.  He  iherem  nieniions 
that  he  had,  in  November  last,  informed  Convention  hv  let- 
ter that  Israel  and  Isaac  Youngs  had  escaped  and  left  about 
eighty  pounds  in  his  hands,  and  pravniij  some  order  or 
direction  thereon,  and  mentioning  ^Ir.  David  Bucl's  account 
for  maintaining  prisoners. 

David  Buel's  account,  amounting  to  sixty-three  pound?, 
ten  shillings  and  eight  pence,  was  exhibited  for  p.iynient. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  committed  to  .\lr.  Ho- 
bart and  Colonel  De  Witt. 

A  letter  from  Gilbert  Forbes,  confined  m  Litchficid  ^^li, 
dated  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  May,  and  prayir:^  i  re.no- 
val  or  relaxation  of  his  confinement,  was  read,  and  coiiiniit- 
led  to  Mr.  Yates  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingsioii,  lo  wiu.m  the 
case  of  Gilbert  Forbes,  on  the  application  ol  I'hiiandcr 
Forbes,  was  formerly  committed. 

The  Council  were  informed  that  John  Cooper  and  Pe- 
tals Cooper,  two  of  the  persons  from  the  manor  ol  Living- 
ston, who,  by  an  order  of  this  Board  of  the  iciuli  iiistini, 
were  directed  to  attend  this  Board  on  this  day,  are  now  at- 
tending at  the  door.  And  a  ceriilicate  of  a  certain  Ja- 
cobson,  who  calls  himself  a  physician,  was  exhihiied  and 
read,  ceriifying  that  Christian  Cooper  has  three  wound>  in 
his  arm  and  a  wound  fever. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Caniine  and  .Mr.  Gilbert  Livine^ton 
be  a  committee  to  take  the  depositions  of  the  said  John 
Cooper  and  Petrus  Cooper,  and  report  lliein  to  this  Council. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  John  Lawrence,  dated  at  Morris 
Town,  the  twenty-sixlh  day  of  .May  l  ist,  relative  to  money 
in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Kenny,  whirh  arose  from  the  sale 
of  effects  which  did  belong  to' Hamilton  Young,  now  with 
the  enemy,  vvas  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  committed  to  Mr.  Morris  and  Ma- 
jor Tappen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris, 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  of  the  Convention  passed 
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the  *^*y  again  published 

ihc  newspaper,  and  tliat  the  public  be,  by  an  adverlise- 
Bient  in  ihe  newspaper,  informed  that  llie  proper  lime  for 
jowing  of  hemp  is  from  ihe  first  to  the  tweniielh  of  July. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Major  Tappen  be  and  is 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  purchase  and  procure 
to  be  brought  to  Kingston,  one  ton  of  nails  and  nail  rods, 
from  New-Jersey,  for  the  use  of  this  State. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  McDougall,  dated  at  Peekskill,  on 
the  iiinth  of  June,  was  read. 

The  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial  therein  men- 
tioned, on  the  case  of  John  Likely  and  Anthony  Umans, 
were  respectively  read,  and  remain  for  further  conside- 
ration. 

The  journal  of  the  officer  sent  out  by  General  McDou- 
gall for  discovery,  was  also  read. 

Ordered,  'J'hat  the  officer  commanding  Captain  Frede- 
lick  Schoonmaker's  company,  do  furnish  to  the  sheriff  of 
Ulster  county  a  guard  not  exceeding  five  men. 

A  memorial  of  Henry  Cuyler,  commissary  of  stores  and 
provisions  to  his  Britannic  Majesty,  vvas  also  read.  He 
therein  recites  a  determination  of  this  Council  that  he  be 
not  permitted  to  return  to  his  family  at  Greenbush,  and 
prays  that  he  be  permitted  to  reside  in  the  north  part  of  the 
county  of  Dutchess,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Harman 
Hoffman. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  memorial  be 

f ranted  ;  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston  dissenting.    That  when 
It.  Cuyler  has  mentioned  to  this  Council  the  place  of  his 
residence,  the  limits  of  his  confinement  will  be  fixed. 

A  letter  from  John  Henry,  commissary  of  clothing, 
dated  the  8th  June  instant,  was  read,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  Fiskkill,  m  June,  1777. 

"Dear  Sir — This  day  saw  John  Canfield,  Esqr.  at 
which  lime  he  informed  me  that  he  had  furnished  tlie 
Council  of  Safety  with  the  uivoice  of  the  goods  purchased 
by  Mr.  Hoskins  for  this  Stale  ;  also,  that  that  gentleman 
had  forwarded  them  to  his  place.  Should  you  tliink  it  ad- 
visable to  have  them  sent  this  way,  Mr.  Canfield  says  be 
can  either  send  them  to  Ryhnbeck  or  to  Poughkeepsic, 
which  will  be  a  much  nearer  land  carriage  than  from  Slia- 
ron  to  this  place ;  and  as  there  is  a  ready  conveyance  by 
water  from  either  of  those  places,  I  think  it  will  do  best  to 
let  them  come  by  the  way  of  the  latter.  Mr.  Hoskins's 
letter  is  now  before  me,  wherein  he  has  given  an  abstract 
of  the  invoice,  the  particulars  of  which  you  are  made  ac- 
quainted with  ere  this. 

"The  friezes,  narrow  linens,  dowlas  and  stockings  we 
want  immediately.  I  am  sorry  the  buckskin  breeches 
have  not  been  sent  down,  agreeably  to  my  expectations  ; 
there  is,  I  may  say,  frequent  application  for  them;  indeed, 
the  soldiers  complain  very  much  that  thev  cannot  get  their 
clothing  after  so  many  applications ;  and  as  the  breeches 
are  in  store  at  Kingston,  I  have  pledged  my  word  from 
day  to  day,  and  am  still  disappointed. 

"  It  would  oblige  me  much  if  vour  House  would  give 
orders  to  send  them  down  by  the  first  opportunity.  I  also 
applied  for  more  cash,  which  I  am  flattering  myself  will 
come  in  season. 

"  I  am,  dear  sirs,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  most  obt.  hble.  servt. 

"JOHN  HENRY." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Henry,  com- 
missary, &c.  remove  wiih  the  stores  of  clothing  belonging 
to  this  State  to  Kingston,  in  Ulster  county. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


DIE  SABBATI,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

June  14,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Peesent — Pierre  Van  CorUandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Yates,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Major  Vau 
Zandt,  Mr-  Hobart,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  i\Ir.  Harpur,^ 
Colonel  De  Witt. 

A  petition  of  Abraham  Burghardt,  dated  this  day,  and 
praying  to  be  discharged  from  his  confinement  in  the  jail 
of  Kingston,  and  for  leave  to  return  home. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Major  Van  Zandt  informed  the  Council  that  the  fimily 
of  Mr.  Jacobus  Low  are  very  uneasy  on  account  uf  the 
public  gunpowder  now  lodged  in  his  house. 

Mr.  Morris  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Major  Tappen, 
that  Colonel  Laslier  be  directed  to  call  on  the  corporation 
of  Kingston,  and  with  their  aid,  to  fix  on  a  proper  place  to 
erect  a  public  manazine  for  the  stores  of  this  State,  and  to 
have  such  magazine  erected. 

Debates  arose  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yates,  seconded  bv  Colonel  De 
Witt, 

Ordered,  That  the  question  on  Mr.  Morris's  motion  be 
postponed  for  consideration. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lasher  be  and  is 
hereby  directed  to  confer  with  the  trustees  of  Kingston  to 
fix  on  a  proper  place  to  erect  a  temporary  magazine  for 
gunpowder  and  other  military  stores.  xViid  lliat  he  pro- 
ceed to  have  such  magazine  erected,  with  limber  and 
boards. 

A  letter  from  Abraham  P.  Lott,  Esquire,  dated  at  Bos- 
ton, on  the  first  day  of  June  instant,  relative  lo  his  pur- 
chasing salt,  was  received  and  read.  He  advises  that  a 
letter  be  wrote  by  this  Council  of  Safety  to  the  new  Coun- 
cil elected  at  Boston,  requesting  their  aid  to  procure  salt. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ictier  be  committed  lo  Mr. 
Yates,  Mr.  Van  Zandt  and  Mr.  Hobart. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  signed  by  John 
Barclay,  Esqr.  chairman,  dated  the  ihirteenlh  instant,  was 
received  and  read.  The  said  letter  enclosed  a  list  of  fif- 
teen prisoners,  too  dangerous  and  Iroublcsome  to  be  con- 
fined in  Albany  jail,  and  therefore  sent  lo  ICingston  ;  copies 
of  two  insolent  letters  sent  to  the  commiltoe  of  Albany, 
one  from  Alexander  Robertson,  the  other  from  Jonathan 
Owan,  William  l^ewis,  William  Pemberton  and  Hugh 
Anderson  ;  and  a  list  of  the  names  of  ten  gentlemen  by 
them  recommended  as  commissioners  lo  dispose  of  the 
property  of  persons  gone  to  the  enemy. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter,  as  far  forth  as  relates  to 
the  appointment  of  commissioners,  be  referred  lo  Mr. 
Yates  and  Mr.  Cuyler. 

Ordered,  That  William  Pemberton,  Jonathan  Owens, 
Hugh  Anderson,  Samuel  Hannaii,  William  Lewis,  Philip 
Brooks  and  Lieut.  Angus  McDougall  be  immediately  sent 
up  to  Kingston  and  confined  in  Kmgstou  jail.  And, 

Ordered,  That  John  Van  Allen,  John  S.  Van  Alstyne, 
David  Wedervvax,  Jacob  Wedcrwax,  Andries  Diver,  Chris- 
tian Fisher  and  Barnard  Sipperly  be  sent  on  board  of  one 
of  ihe  vessels  which  constitutes  the  fleet  prison  ;  the  said 
prisoners  lo  be  confined  in  jail  separate  from  other  pri- 
soners, if  it  can  be  done. 

Ordered,  That  Silas  Duel  be,  and  is  hereby,  permitted 
to  go  to  Egbert  Benson,  Esquire,  in  Dutchess  county,  to 
take  the  direction  of  the  commissioners  for  delecting  con- 
spiracies, &c.  concerning  his  farther  confinement. 
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Resolved,  Tlial  David  Currie,  commissary  for  supply- 
ing the  Continental  troops  raised  in  this  Stale,  with  such 
articles  as  are  not  furnislicd  to  them  by  liic  Commissary- 
General,  be  directed  not  to  sell  any  clothing  to  the  troops 
without  an  order  in  vvruing  from  the  captain  of  the  com- 
pany to  which  they  respectively  belon;;. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  tiic  President  of  Congress,  and  a 
draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  at  Congress, 
were  respectively  read  and  commuted  to  Mr.  Hobart  and 
Mr.  Morris,  to  reconsider  and  report  liiereon. 

The  letter  from  Brigadier-General  McDougall  of  the 
ninth  instant,  and  which  was  received  on  the  thirteenth 
instant,  was  again  read,  and  follows  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

"  Peekskill,  June  9,  1777. 
"  Sir — I  have  just  time,  by  the  return  of  your  express, 
to  enclose  you  the  sentence  of  a  general  court  martial 
against  John  Likely,  and  others,  and  part  of  the  journal  of 
my  recruiting  officer,  whose  time  of  service,  and  the  other 
witness,  lias  expired.  The  court  martial  was  dissolved 
agreeably  to  their  request.  The  witnesses  being  gone 
home,  nothing  more  has  been  been  done  with  Likely's  ac- 
complices. If  the  Council  of  Safety  sliould  llunk  proper 
to  proceed  against  them,  the  witnesses  may  be  got  from 
Connecticut,  if  the  county  will  defray  their  expenses. 
Williams  is  not  executed,  but  still  confined,  awaiting  your 
orders.    Time  will  only  permit  me  to  add  that, 

"  1  am,  sir, 
"Your  very  humble  servant, 

"  ALEXR.  McDOUGALL." 
Mr.  Morris  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  General  Mc- 
Dougall, in  answer  to  liis  letter  of  the  ninili,  which  was 
read,  and  again  read  by  paragraphs,  amended  and  approved 
of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

Sir — The  Council  of  Safety  have  received  your  favour 
of  the  ninth  instant,  with  the  mmuies  of  your  court  martial. 
Neither  of  the  sentences  are  confirmed,  for  the  most  evi- 
dent reasons,  because  neither  of  ihein  are  according  to  law  ; 
for  the  crimes  of  which  the  prisoners  were  accused,  and 
found  guilty,  are  punishable  with  deatli,  and  not  by  a  num- 
ber of  stripes.  The  Council  approve  of  your  dissolution 
of  the  court  martial,  but  at  the  same  lime  direct  me  to  re- 
auest  that  you  would  keep  all  the  prisoners,  as  well  those 
who  have  been  tried  as  their  accomphcos,  in  safe  custody, 
until  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  the  judgment  of  their 
peers,  they  may  be  regularly  condemned  or  acquitted. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &;c. 

"To  General  McDougall.'' 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transinilied. 

The  letter  from  Lynde  Lord,  dated  27th  of  May,  to- 
gether with  Buell's  account  against  prisoners  confined  in 
Connecticut,  and  which  were  commuted,  was  again  read, 
and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Lilehfuld,  May  27,  1777. 
"  Gentlemen — You  may  remember  that  some  time  last 
Novr.  I  wrote  you  an  account  ot  Israel  and  Isaac  Youngs's 
escape  from  this  place,  and  likewise  of  about  £80  New- 
York  money  being  left  in  my  liands,  which  I  suppose  is 
forfeited  to  your  Convention,  or  Stale  :  and  at  the  same 
time  desired  some  directions  how  to  dispose  of  said  money. 
Since  which  have  never  had  any  directions  about  the  mat- 
ter, and  as  the  money  still  remains  in  my  hands,  hope  you 
will  give  some  orders  how  1  may  dispose  of  the  same. 
And  as  there  is  a  considerable  sum  due  on  account  of  pri- 
soners sent  from  your  Slate  to  our  jail,  and  the  expense  of 
old  Guyer's  sickness,  while  conlincd  here,  and  the  money 
chiefly  due  to  persons  who  are  unable  to  wait  any  longer 
for  their  money,  hope  you  will  empower  some  proper  per- 
son to  settle  and  close  the  accoiiiUs,  as  we  have  no  pri- 
soners confined  here  by  your  order  except  Gilbert  Forbes. 
The  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  David  13uell,  (who  has  been  the 
jailer  from  the  time  your  prisoners  were  sent  here,  till 
within  a  few  days,)  will  present  his  account  for  boarding, 
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I  &c.  which  I  can  assure  you  is  charged  at  the  same  rate 
I  per  week  as  our  Slate  allows  for  our  prisoners  confined  in 
the  same  prison. 

"  I  hope,  gentlemen,  to  have  the  pleasure  of  receiving 
by  Mr.  Buell  some  further  directions  about  the  matter. 
"  I  am,  gentlemen,  witli  the  greatest  respect, 

"  Your  most  obt.  humble  servant, 

"LYNDE  LORD. 

"  To  tlie  Convention  of  the  State 

of  New-York  " 

The  committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  said  letter 
from  Lynde  Lord,  Esqr.  together  with  the  account  of 
David  Buell,  for  the  maintenance  of  prisoners  in  Litch- 
field jail,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read.  There- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  the  account  is  reasonable,  and  ought  to 
be  referred  to  the  Auditor-General  for  payment,  and  that 
the  money  left  by  Israel  and  Isaac  Youngs  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Lord  should  be  remitted  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate, 
there  to  remain  for  the  disposition  of  the  Legislature. 


DIE  LUNiE,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

June  16,  1777. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Major  Tappen,  Colo.  De  AVit*,  Mr. 
Cuyler,  Mr.  Robt.  Harpur,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Mr.  Van 
Zandt,  Mr.  Morris. 

The  President  being  absent,  Mr.  Hobart  was  unani- 
mously chosen  President  pro  tempore. 

A  letter  from  Samuel  Drake,  Israel  Honeywell,  Junr. 
and  James  Hunt,  commissioners  for  taking  mio  custody 
ttie  effects  of  disatfected  persons  in  Westchester  county, 
dated  the  tenth  day  of  June  instant,  relative  to  the  property 
formerly  belonging  to  Peter  Corney  was  read,  and  ihe 
Council  were  informed  that  Mr.  Ward  is  attending  m  obe- 
dience to  a  former  order  of  this  Council. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  letter  be  committed  to  Colo.  De 
Wilt  and  Mr.  Cuyler,  and  those  gentlemen  be  a  committee 
to  confer  with  Mr.  Ward. 

A  certificate  of  Colonel  John  Frear,  dated  at  Pough- 
keepsie  the  second  of  June  instant,  was  read.  He  thereby 
cenifies  that  Simon  Le  Roy,  who  has  been  to  the  enemv, 
has  returned  to  his  allegiance,  has  taken  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  Slate  of  i\evv-York,  and  faithfully  promised 
to  defend  the  same  with  his  life  and  fortune. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  prepare,  and  the  President 
pro  tempore  issue,  a  pardon  to  the  said  Simon  Le  Roy. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Caiiline,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  and 
Major  Van  Zandt,  be  a  coinmiltec  to  examine  llie  cases  of 
the  several  prisoners  in  Ulster  county  jail  and  in  the  Fleet 
prison,  and  report  the  names  of  such  of  them  as,  in  their 
opinion,  may  be  liberated. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  that  the  committees 
may  have  an  opportunity. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  a.  m. 

June  17,  1777. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Harpur,  Mr.  Hobart,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Cuyler, 
Mr.  Yates,  iVIr.  Gil.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Cantine,  .Mr.  Morris. 

The  petition  of  Jacobus  Hardenburgh,  of  Hurley,  dated 
at  Hurley  on  the  17lh  instant,  praying  that  Roelotf  J.  El- 
ting  may  be  removed  from  the  Fleet  prison  to  the  house  of 
the  said  Jacobus  Ilardenbergh,  in  Hurley,  where  he  hoped 
the  conduct  of  the  said  Roelotf  may  be  conformable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston  and 
Mr.  Van  Zandt,  the  committee  appointed  yesterday  to  m- 
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ouirc  into  the  state  of  tlie  prisoners,  or  some  of  them,  take 
the  parol  of  the  said  RoelofT  J.  Elting,  and  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petition  be  granted. 

The  petition  of  Mary  Hagator  for  the  discharge  of  her 
husband,  Christopher  Hagator,  and  of  Johannes  Lyck  and 
Benjamin  Poucher,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  above 
named  committee. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  President  of  General  Congress 
was  read,  amended  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, vizt : 

"  CoDNCiL,  &c.  June  Vth. 

"  Sir — We  have  received  from  the  Delegates  of  this 
Stale  the  resolution  of  your  Honourable  House  of  the 
twenty-third  of  May  last,  requiring  us  to  equip  such  galleys 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  defence  cf  Hudson's  river,  and 
to  direct  their  operations.  Congress  having  hitherto  con- 
•idered  this  matter  in  the  light  of  a  Continental  charge,  we 
arc  confidenl  they  cannot  mean  to  cast  the  burden  now 
upon  this  weak  and  mutilated  State,  and  therefore  are  led 
to  suppose  that  this  resolution  lias  not  received  that  due 
weight  of  deliberation  which  usually  accompanies  every 
affair  of  importance. 

"From  the  earliest  commencement  of  the  present  war 
a  line  of  distinction  hath,  by  the  justice  of  your  Honour- 
able Body,  been  drawn  between  iNew-York  and  her  sister 
States.  As  the  centre  of  America,  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
Canada,  this  State,  as  well  from  the  exposed  situation  of 
its  capital  as  from  the  navigable  river  by  which  it  is  inter- 
sected, became  of  necessity  the  grand  object  of  our  foes. 
It  was  wisely  foreseen  that  they  would  make  the  most 
strenuous  exertions  to  possess  themselves  of  it;  and  that 
Uicir  success,  by  obstructing  the  easy  coinmunicalion 
thruagh  this  vast  Continent,  by  opening  to  them  the  re- 
sources of  a  fertile  and  extensive  region  and  by  removing 
every  obstruction  to  a  free  intercourse  with  the  disafTecled, 
would  expose  all  the  neighbouring  States  to  reiterated  de- 
predations, subject  the  numerous  tribes  of  savages  to  their 
entire  control,  and  open  a  broad  road  to  the  subjection  of 
America.  From  a  full  conviction  of  these  truths,  Congress 
have  ordered  several  different  works  to  be  erected,  and  have 
empowered  liis  E.xccllency  the  General  and  the  late  Con- 
tention of  this  State  to  construct  fireships  and  other  ves- 
sels Bt  the  expense  of  the  Continent,  for  the  defence  of 
Hudson's  river. 

"  Forts  and  vessels  have  been  built,  and  many  obstruc- 
tions raised  in  consequence  of  their  resolutions,  and  the 
belter  to  forward  the  designs  of  your  Honourable  House 
in  this  and  in  other  parts  of  America,  all  the  cannon  and 
other  military  stores  of  this  Slate,  to  a  very  considerable 
amount,  have  been  dehvered  to  the  ollicers  of  the  Conti- 
Dcnl. 

"It  is  therefore  with  great  surprise,  that  we  are  inform- 
ed of  your  requisition  to  fit  out  as  many  galleys  as  may  be 
thought  necessary  for  the  defence  of  Hudson's  river.  For 
by  the  loss  of  our  capital  and  sea  coast,  almost  all  our  ship 
carpenters  and  other  necessary  mechanics,  have  sought 
employment  in  the  neighbouring  Slates,  and  those  who  Re- 
main have  been  lately  sent  to  Lake  George,  where  they 
now  are  in  the  Continental  service.  We  have  no  cannon  ; 
and  we  can  venture  to  assure  Congress,  ihat  there  are  not 
twenty  good  seamen  to  be  hired  in  that  part  of  the  Slate  of 
New-York  now  in  our  possession. 

"But  were  it  in  our  power  to  comply  with  this  requisi- 
tion, there  is  a  most  evident  impropriety  in  subjecting  the 
direction  of  those  galleys  which  are  to  cover  tlie  chain  and 
keep  open  the  communication  between  the  works  on  the 
difTerent  sides  of  the  river,  to  the  executive  power  of  this 
Slate;  for  vessels  so  employed  are  ceilainly  to  be  consi- 
dered as  the  necessary  appendages  of  those  works,  or,  in- 
deed, as  a  part  of  them  ;  and  then,  that  they  should  be  in- 
dependeni  of  the  officers  commanding  at  tiiat  post,  is  utter- 
ly inconsistent. 

"For  those  reasons,  sir,  we  hope  Congress  will  excuse 


us  for  requesting  the  reconsideration  of  that  resolution,  and 
not  by  commands  we  are  incapable  of  complving  with, 
deprive  us  of  the  pleasure  we  enjoy  in  acknowledging  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  their  measure's  by  a  ready  and  cheer- 
ful acquiescence,  'i'liat  the  service  may  sulTer  as  little  as 
possible  by  this  delay,  we  have  passed  the  resolution 
which  we  do  ourselves  the  honour  to  enclose  ;  and,  sir,  if 
you  reflect  upon  the  great  expense  this  Slate  hnlli  incurred 
by  bounties  paid  to  their  militia,  who  have  been  called  out 
whenever  the  weakness  of  the  arniv  required  their  assist- 
ance ;  by  the  suppression  of  insurrection  and  the  apprehen- 
sion and  support  of  the  disaffected,  of  whom,  not  less  than 
five  hundred  are  at  this  time  in  confinement;  by  the  main- 
tenance of  the  numerous  poor  from  those  parts  of  our 
State  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  above  all,  by  the 
enhanced  price  at  which  we  obtain  every  necessary  Iroin 
the  neighbouring  Stales,  it  must  be  acknowledged' that  a 
parsimonious  disposition  hath  no  part  in  what  we  have  of- 
fered, and  that  we  have  not  only  borne  our  full  share  of 
the  burden,  but  shown  such  alacrity  in  takin^  it  upon 
us,  as  must  carry  with  it  a  conviction  that  we  feci  the  ut- 
most regret  whenever  we  find  ourselves  so  circumstanced 
as  to  be  constrained  lo  forbear  complying  with  any  requisi- 
tions from  your  Honourable  House. 

"  f  am,  &c. 

"  To  Hon.  John  Hancock. 

"Resolved,  That  Mr.  Tompkin's  and  the  other  commis- 
sioners now  in  Westchester  county  discharsing  the  public 
debts  for  forage  supplied  the  army,  pay  all  such  sums  as 
may  be  reasonably  due  to  the  persons  employed  by  the 
committee  of  Convention  in  procuring  forage  for  ilie  army, 
the  loss  they  have  sustained  in  the  public  service  and 
charge  the  same  in  account  to  the  Continent. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  be  engrossed, 
and  signed  by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in 
Congress,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, vizt : 

"  Gentlemen — The  Council  received  yours  of  the  thir- 
ty-first day  of  May,  and  have  directed  me  to  inform  you 
that  the  enclosed,  which  is  left  open  for  your  perusal,  con- 
tains their  exceptions  against  the  resolve  transmitted  by 
you  ;  they  wisii  you  to  set  this  matter  upon  its  proper  foot- 
ing, in  order  to  prevent  any  altercations  when  our  accounts 
for  the  defence  of  the  river  are  to  be  sallied.  The  Con- 
vention wrote  last  winter  to  their  Delegates,  requesting 
them  to  get  some  engagement  by  which  the  ran<:ers  would 
be  made  a  Coniinental  charge,  those,  particularly,  on  the 
frontiers  ;  they  were  informed  in  answer  thereto,  that  there 
was  no  doubt  but  that  it  would  be  done.  However,  as  no 
resolution  for  that  purpose  has  yet  been  transmuted,  ihe 
Council  beg  you  lo  get  some  settlement  of  this  mailer  so 
that  they  may  know  how  to  make  out  those  accounts. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

"  To  Honobl.  Philip  Livingston, 

Jamf.3  JJuane,  and  Francis  Lewis." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  sign- 
ed by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

The  petition  of  Maryije  Loup,  dated  the  fourteenth  in- 
stant, praying  for  the  discharge  of  her  husband,  Martin 
Loup,  from  on  board  a  sloop  at  the  strand,  was  read  and 
referred  to  Mr.  Canline,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  and  Mr. 
Van  Zandt. 

The  petition  of  William  Hartor,  Junr.  praying  for  the 
discharfte  of  his  brother  Petrus  Hartor,  Junr.  and  tlie  pe- 
tition of  Benjamin  Darby,  praying  permission  on  his  parol 
to  visit  his  family,  were  respectively  read  and  committed 
to  the  same  committee. 

A  letter  from  Robert  R.  Livingston,  on  behalf  of  Jacob 
Funck,  requesting  liie  discharge  of  his  son  from  on  board 
the  siiip  Monlgomerie,  was  read;  ordered  lo  lie  on  the 
table. 
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A  letter  from  Henry  Livingston,  Junr.  and  Theodorus 
Van  Wyck,  dated  the  fourteenth  instant,  requesting  direc- 
tions as  to  the  effects  of  Thomas  Fisher,  was  read,  and 
committed  to  Mr.  Piatt  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston. 

A  letter  from  Samuel  Drake,  Israel  Honeywell,  Junr. 
and  James  Hunt,  commissioners,  isLc.  dated  at  Bedlord, 
the  eleventh  instant,  relative  to  wine  and  other  property 
now  in  Connecticut,  which  did  belong  to  the  widow  of 
David  V.  Home,  and  whom  the  commissioners  suppose 
have  gone  over  to  the  enemy,  was  read  and  tiled,  and  com- 
mitted to  Mr.  Hobart. 

A  letter  from  Jonathan  G.  Tompkins,  dated  the  tenth 
instant,  relative  to  stock  in  Westchester  county,  stolen  for 
the  use  of  tlie  enemy,  and  sundry  other  matters,  was  read 
and  committed  to  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Jav  to  report  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Tompkins  and  the  other  commis- 
sioners now  in  Westchester  county,  discharging  the  public 
debts  for  forage  supplied  the  army,  pay  all  such  sums  as 
may  be  reasonably  due  to  the  persons  employed  by  the 
committee  of  Convention,  on  procuring  forage  for  the  army, 
the  losses  they  have  sustained  in  the  public  services,  and 
charge  the  same  on  account  to  the  Continent. 

A  letter  from  Henry  Scherik,  Esq.  at  Fishkill,  dated  the 
twelfth  day  of  June,  was  read.  He  thereby  informs  that 
he  has  received  from  Abraham  P.  Lott,  Esquire,  twelve 
tierces  of  salt,  containing  seven  and  a  half  bushels  each, 
purchased  by  order  of  the  Convention  for  the  use  of  the 
State,  and  requests  directions  respecting  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  committed  to  Mr.  Yates  and  Mr. 
Hobart. 

Whereas  the  presence  of  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  is 
necessary  to  give  information  relative  to  the  prisoners  in 
custody  here.    On  motion  of  Mr.  Jay, 

Ordered,  That  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Esqr.  do  attend 
the  business  of  this  Council  of  bafciy  without  deiay- 

Gilbert  Livingston,  Esqr.  suggesting  that  he  is  unwell, 
in  danger  of  a  great  weakness  and  want  of  health  without 
relaxation,  obtained  leave  of  absence  until  he  shall  recover 
his  health. 

Colo.  De  Witt  and  Mr.  Cuyler.  a  committee,  brought  in 
their  report  on  the  petition  of  Dennis  Kennedy,  and  the 
sundry  papers  relative  thereto  ;  the  same  being  read,  de- 
bates arose  thereon,  and  thereupon  it  was  recommitted  to 
the  same  committee. 

A  letter  from  Cadwallader  Colden,  Esq.  relative  to  pro- 
visions, was  read  and  postponed  till  the  alternoon. 

Die  Martis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  June  17,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  Prexident. 
Mr.  Canline,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Plait.  Colo.  De  Witt,  Gent.  Scott,  Mr. 
Harper,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Cuj  lt-r. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Cuyler 
be,  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  committee  to  regulate  the 
Fleet  prison,  and  to  appoint  proper  [lersons  lor  that  purpose. 

Comfort  Sands,  Esqr.  the  Auditor-General,  being  ad- 
milled,  requested  the  advice  of  the  Council  as  to  an  ac- 
count of  Lieutenant  Victor  Hicker,  as  lieutenant  of  marines. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secret  iry  search  lor  the  resolution 
appointing  him,  and  papers  rel.ttive  thereto,  and  lay  them 
before  the  Council  to-morrow  morning. 

The  Auditor-General  informed  the  Council  that  sundry 
officers  of  regiment,  called  into  service  by  Gene- 

ral George  Clinton,  in  pursu.ince  ot  resolutions  of  llie 
authority  of  this  Sntc,  have  charged  for  tlicir  pay  from  the 
day  they  were  respectively  noiihed  of  that  service,  and  in 
most  instances  for  ten  days  before  the  time  th.al  they  re- 
spectively marched,  and  several  days  before  they  marched. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  pay  those  olhcers  only 
from  the  time  they  respeciivcly  marched,  so  that  their  pay 
may  bo  proportionate  to  the  pay  of  ihcir  men. 

Mr.  Yates  has  leave  of  absence,  to  depart  on  Thursday 


I  next  if  there  should  be  a  full  Council  at  that  time,  to  return 
in  five  days  from  the  time  of  his  departure. 

A  letter  from  General  Ten  Broeck,  dated  the  sixteenth 
day  of  June,  was  read,  and  follows,  to  wit : 

"Albany,  16M  June,  1777. 

"  Sir — The  proceedings  of  the  court  martial  held  at  this 
place,  (which  is  just  now  delivered  to  me,)  I  herewith 
transmit  you.  The  president  informs  me  the  court  stands 
adjourned  until  this  day  week,  the  members  beinir  very  de- 
sirous to  attend  the  election  in  their  districts,  which  begins 
this  day.  He  also  informs  me  there  are  several  persons 
in  confinement,  not  tried,  but  cannot  yet  learn  that  any  of 
them  come  within  the  description  of  the  resolutions  of 
Convention. 

"  I  am,  with  great  respect  sir, 

"  Your  most  obt.  humble  scrvt. 

"  ABM.  TEN  BROECK. 

"  To  the  Honble.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Pre- 
sident of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of 
New-York,  at  Kingston." 

The  whole  proeeeedings  of  the  court  martial  held  at  the 
city  of  Albany,  on  the  case  of  James  Huetsoii,  were  deli- 
berately read. 

The  whole  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial  held  at 
the  city  of  Albany,  on  the  case  of  Robert  Coventry,  were 
then  deliberately  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

A  petition  of  Charles  Duryee,  dated  this  day,  setting  forth 
his  losses  by  the  conduct  of  Francis  Pemart,  and  praying 
that  possession  may  be  given  to  him,  the  said  Charles,  of 
the  farm  of  the  said  Pemart,  at  Peekskill,  and  a  hulk  of  a 
sloop  at  Esopus  Landing,  as  a  compensation,  and  the  atfi- 
davit  of  .lohn  Campbell,  to  support  the  facts  mentioned  in 
the  said  petition,  were  respectively  re.ad,  and  committed  to 
General  Scott,  Mr.  Harpur  and  Mr.  Tappen. 

Mr.  Yates,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  letter  from  Peter  Van  Ness,  Cornelius  Cuvler  and 
Harmanus  Wendal,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read  and  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Peter 
Van  Ness,  Cornelius  Cuyler  and  Harmanus  Wendell, 
commissioners  appointed  to  secure  the  personal  estates  of 
such  persons  within  the  county  of  Albany  who  are  <rone  over 
to  and  joined  our  enemy,  and  to  dispose  thereof  agreeable  to 
the  several  resolutions  for  that  purpose,  made  the  si.xih  day 
of  March  last,  brought  in  their  report.  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Peter  Van  Ness,  Cornelius  Cuyler  and 
Harmanus  Wendell,  who  were  appointed  commissioners, 
have  leave  to  resign;  and  that  instead  of  three,  (because 
the  county  is  very  extensive,)  there  be  ten  commissioners 
appointed,  and  their  powers  limited  to  different  parts  of  the 
county,  as  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  John  Younglove,  Gabriel  Es.'^eltyne, 
Isaac  Goes,  John  Knickerbnker,  Junr.  George  Wliite, 
Matthew  Adgate,  Hezekiah  Van  Orden,  Flores  Bancker, 
I  Myndert  Roseboam  and  George  Palmer  be  appointed,  and 
I  they  hereby  are  appointed  commissioners,  in  the  room  of 
Peter  Van  Ness,  Cornelius  Cuyler  and  Harmanus  Wen- 
dell, who  have  resigned  ;  and  they  are  hereby  vested  with 
every  power  that  other  commissioners  for  sequestration 
within  this  Slate,  by  virtue  of  the  resolutions  of  Conven- 
tion for  that  purpose  passed  on  the  sixth  day  of  March  last, 
as  well  as  the  after  resolutions  passed  the  tweniy-first  of 
March,  and  the  thirteenth  iMay  last  past,  provided  they  se- 
verally first  take  the  oath  thereby  directed.  Provided  also, 
I  that  (iabriel  Esseltyne,  Isaac  Goes,  Matthew  Adgate  and 
Hezekiah  Van  Orden,  be  restricted  by  the  south  limits  of 
the  county,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  within  the  bounds 
of  manor  Livingston,  Claverack,  Kinderhook  and  Kind's 
district,  and  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  from  the  south 
bounds  to  the  bounds  of  manor  Rensselaer,  and  that  the 
power  vested  in  them,  be  exercised  by  all  or  any  three  of 
them. 
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And  that  John  Younglove,  John  Knickerbaker,  Junr. 
^  t;eorge  Palmer  be  restricted  to  the  north  of  manor 
Rensselaer,  including  the  inhabitants  to  the  north  of  the 
Mid  manor  and  of  Schenectady,  and  northerly  as  far  as  the 
Uroiti  of  the  county ;  and  that  they,  or  any  two  of  them 
|)c  authorized  to  exercise  tlie  said  power. 

And  Myndert  Roseboam,  Flores  Bancker  and  George 
White  be  restricted  to  the  remainder  of  the  said  county, 
and  that  they,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  empowered  to  act  in 
the  same  manner. 

Abeil  Sprauge,  who  was  attending  at  the  door,  was  ad- 
mitted. He  informed  tlie  Council  of  Safety  that  he  had 
been  credibly  informed,  by  persons  of  reputation  whom  he 
named,  that  Joseph  Brandt,  with  a  number  of  Indians,  had 
come  to  Onehoghquaga,  and  there  hoisted  the  British  flag; 
that  he  had  proceeded  to  Unadella  and  killed  some  cattle, 
and  plundered  some  of  the  whig  inhabitants  of  their  gi-ain, 
and  were  returned  to  Onehoghquaga,  and  had  said  they 
were  to  return  to  Unadella  speedily ;  that  the  inhabitants 
had  removed  from  some  parts  of  the  Delaware. 

The  Council  informed  Abell  Sprauge  that  General 
Schuyler  has  sent  an  officer,  with  troops,  to  protect  the 
inhabitants. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
said  Abell  Sprauge  eight  dollars,  to  defray  his  expenses  in 
coming  to  this  Council  and  returning  home. 

A  letter  from  John  Bartow,  Esqr.  to  Colo.  Gilbl.  Drake, 
dated  the  12th  instant  was  read  ;  Mr.  Bartow,  for  the  rea- 
sons therein  assigned,  declines  the  office  of  clerk  of  West- 
chester county. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  the  Council 
of  State,  for  the  appointment  of  officers  when  they  shall  be 
appointed  and  assembled. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

June  18,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers,  as  usual. 

PaUENT — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Y«l«s,  Mr.  Tappen,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  De  Witt,  Mr. 
&Iofris. 

For  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  make  a 
quorum,  at  12  o'clock  adjourned  to  meet  at  four  P.  M. 

Die  MERcraii,  4  ho.  P.  M.June  IS,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prese.vt— Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Abm-  Yates,  -Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Major  Tappen, 
Mr.  Plait,  Jlr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Cautine,  Colo.  De  Wilt,  Mr. 
Cojier,  Mr.  RobL  Harpur. 

A  petition  of  Alexander  Campbell,  a  prisoner  in  Ulster 
jail,  dated  this  day,  was  read.  He  therein  informs  that  his 
wife  sold  a  horse  with  the  intention  to  apply  the  monev  to 
support  the  prisoner ;  that  the  commissioners  have  since 
seized  the  said  horse,  and  praying  the  direction  of  the 
Council  in  the  premises. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  committed  to  Major 
Tappen,  Mr.  Cantine  and  Colo.  Dc  Wiu. 

Mr.  Hobart  reported  a  draft  ot  an  answer  to  the  letter  of 
the  commissioners  for  the  securing  the  property  of  persons 
gone  from  Westchester  county  to  the  enemy,  wliich  was 
read  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Gentlemen — The  Council  of  Safety  commend  your 
zeal  in  securing  the  efTccts  of  those  traitors  to  their  country, 
who  have  gone  over  to  the  enemy,  but  at  the  same  time 
must  inform  you  that  they  conceive  your  power  as  com- 
missioners does  not  extend  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
county  of  Westchester ;  and  we  presume  tint  one  reason 
why  the  Convention  appointed  commissioners  in  each 
county  was,  that  the  gentlemen  being  personally  acquainted 


therein  would  be  less  subject  to  imposition  from  false  re- 
ports and  groundless  suggestions. 

"  The  Council  are  informed  that  the  Widow  Van  Home 
did  not  remove  from  Connecticut  to  New-York,  but  to 
New-Brunswick,  and  that  a  considerable  time  before  the 
enemy  penetrated  into  New-Jersey;  nor  do  we  learn  that 
she  ever  removed  to  New-York. 

"  With  respect  to  the  considerable  sums  of  money  lodged 
in  Connecticut,  and  due  on  bonds,  iScc.  boloiiLtiiiii  to  per- 
sons who  have  joined  the  enemy  from  this  Suite,  nothina; 
can  be  done  at  present,  but  it  must  be  left  to  the  wisdorn 
of  the  Legislature  to  devise  means  for  recovering  such 
sums. 

"We  are,  gentlemen,  yours,  &;c." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signecj 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  petition  of  Angus  McDonald,  lieutenant  in  the  pav  of 
the  British  Crown,  and  William  Pemberton,  dated  yester- 
day, was  read.  They  thereby  pray  to  be  heard  and  re- 
leased from  jail. 

Ordered,  That  Lieut.  Angus  McDonnell  be  sent  on 
board  the  Fleet  prison  with  Mr.  Colden  ;  and  that  Wilhain 
Pemberton  be  served  with  a  copy  of  the  charges  against 
him. 

Resolved,  That  John  Cumming  be  permitted  to  go  to 
visit  his  wife,  in  the  custody  of  such  person  as  Mr.  Can- 
tine, Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Van  Zandt  shall  ap- 
prove of;  but  that  he  be  returned  to  Kingston  in  one  week 
from  the  time  of  his  departure. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  for  detecting  con- 
spiracies in  this  State  be  directed  to  send  foi-  all  ihe  pri- 
soners of  this  State,  now  confined  in  the  jails  of  the  New- 
England  States,  and  cause  lliem  to  be  transjiortcd  thence 
to  the  Fleet  prison  at  Esopus  Landing,  in  such  manner  as 
the  said  committee  shall  think  proper. 

Mr.  Robert  Harpur  took  his  seat. 

It  having  been  represented  to  this  Council  of  Safety,  that 
divers  of  the  prisoners  of  this  State,  sent  to  the  jai!  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  put  under  the  care  of  the  Council  of  Safety, 
at  Philadelphia,  have  been  liberated  without  the  knowledge 
or  consent  of  the  Convention  or  Council  of  Safety  of  tins 
State. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  Delegates  of 
this  Slate,  requesting  them  to  inquire  which  of  the  said 
prisoners  remain  there  in  jail,  and  on  what  conditions  those 
who  do  not  remain  there  prisoners  have  been  sutl'ered  to 
depart. 

Resolved,  and  Ordered,  That  Captain  Castles,  with  the 
sloop  of  war  under  his  command,  do  immediately  proceed 
to  Fort  Montgomery,  and  there  take  his  direction  from  and 
be  subject  to  the  orders  and  directions  of  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral George  Clinton,  or  the  commander  for  the  lime  being 
at  the  said  lort. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Captain  Robert  Benson, 
with  the  sloop  of  war  under  his  command,  take  the  care 
and  charge  of  guarding  the  vessels  which  compose  the 
Fleet  prison,  with  the  prisoners  on  board  ;  but  that  Cap- 
tain Benson  have  leave  to  proceed  with  the  sloop  to  Pouah- 
keepsie  for  provisions  and  return  without  delav  ;  and  thai 
Captain  Castles  keep  his  present  station  until  Captain  Ben- 
son's return. 

Mr.  De  Witt,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred 
the  letter  of  Samuel  Drake,  and  the  other  commissioners 
in  Westchester  counly,  brought  in  iheir  report,  which  was 
read.  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  whole  business  relative  to  the  peti- 
tion of  Dennis  Kennedy,  be  committed  to  Colo.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Cuyler  and  Mr.  Plait,  to  inquire  into  and  direct  the 
same. 

The  Council  of  Safety  proceeded  to  hear  the  minutes  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial,  on  the  case  of  James 
Huetson  again  read,  whereby  it  a]ipears  that  the  said 
James  Huetson  was  charged  lor  that  he  being  a  member 
of  the  Stale  of  New-York,  protected  by  the  laws  thereof. 
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and  owing  allegiance  thereto,  on  or  about  the  first  day  of 
April  last  past,  and  at  divers  other  days  and  limes,  both  be- 
fore and  alter,  and  since  the  sixteenth  day  of  July,  1776, 
at  the  district  of  Cocksackie,  in  the  county  of  Albany, 
wickedly,  traitorously  and  treasonably  and  contrary  to  his 
allegiance  aforesaid,  did  levy  war  against  the  said  State, 
within  the  same  whilst  owinir  allegiance  thereto  ;  enlist  men 
for  the  service  of  the  King  of  (J real  Britain,  now  in  actual 
war  against  the  said  State,  being  adherent  to  the  said 
King  of  Great  Britain  and  others,  the  enemies  of  tiic  said 
State,  within  the  same,  by  giving  him  and  them  aid  and 
comfort,  contrary  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Convention  of 
the  said  State. 

And  by  the  said  proceedings  of  the  said  court  it  further 
appears  that,  on  a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  the  said  James 
Hudson  was,  by  the  said  court,  found  guilty  of  levying 
war  against  the  State,  and  of  giving  aid  and  comfort  to 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  others  the  enemies  of  the 
said  Stale  ;  and  was  therefore  by  the  said  court  sentenced 
to  suffer  death. 

The  same  charge,  the  evidence  thereon,  proceedings  and  i 
sentence  having  been  taken  into  consideration  and  deliber- 
ately examined, 

kesolved.  That  the  said  sentence  of  the  said  court  mar- 
tial be  and  is  hereby  approved  of  and  confirmed. 

The  Council  of  Safety  proceeded  to  hear  the  minutes  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial  on  the  case  of  Robert 
Coventry  again  read  ;  whereby  it  appears  that  the  said 
Robert  Coventry,  of  Claverack  district,  in  the  county  of 
Albany,  stood  charged  for  that  he  being  a  member  of  the 
State  of  New-York,  residing  within  the  said  State,  protect- 
ed by  the  laws  thereof,  and  owing  allegiance  thereto,  on  or 
about  the  first  day  of  April  last,  and  at  divers  other  days 
and  times,  both  before  and  after,  and  since  the  sixteenth 
day  of  July,  1776,  at  the  district  of  Claverack,  in  the 
county  of  Albany,  and  at  divers  other  places  in  the  said 
county,  wickedly,  traitorously,  and  treasonably,  and  contra- 
ry to  his  allegiance  aforesaid,  did  levy  war  against  the  said 
State,  whilst  owing  allegiance  thereto  ;  enlist  men  for  the 
service  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  now  and  then  in  ac- 
tual war  against  the  said  State,  within  the  same,  being  ad- 
herent to  the  said  King  of  Great  Britain,  by  disarming  a 
guard  in  the  service  of  the  Slate,  and  compelling  said 
guard  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  said  King  of 
Great  Britain,  then  and  now  in  open  war  against  the  said  | 
State,  contrary  to  the  resolutions  ot  the  Convention  of  the  j 
said  State. 

And  by  the  said  proceedings  of  the  said  court,  it  farther  I 
appears,  that  on  a  fair  and  imparl lal  trial,  the  said  Robert 
Coventry  was,  by  the  said  court,  loiind  guilty  of  levying 
war  against  tlie  said  State,  and  being  adherent  to  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  and  was,  therefore,  by  die  said  couit, 
sentenced  to  suffer  death. 

The  same  charge,  the  evidence  thereon,  proceedings 
and  sentence,  having  been  taken  into  consideration  and  de- 
liberately examined, 

Reiolved,  That  tiie  sentence  of  the  said  court  martial  be 
and  is  hereby  approved  of  and  confirmed. 

But  ill  consideration  that  the  said  Robert  Coventry  was 
about  to  return  to  his  dutv,  and  take  the  benefit  of  the  re- 
solutions of  Convention,  passed  on  tlie  tenth  day  of  May 
last,  offering  free  pardon  to  such  of  the  subjects  of  ihe  said 
Stale  as,  having  commilled  treasonable  acts  against  the 
same,  shall  return  to  their  allegiance,  (and  now  frequently 
called  the  act  of  grace.)  as  a[)pears  by  his  defence,  and 
some  other  circumstances  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Robert  Coventry  be  pardoned, 
and  that  the  Secreiary  prepare  a  draft  of  such  pardon. 

The  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial  on  the  case  of 
Israel  Osborn  of  Kings  district,  in  the  county  of  Albany, 
were  then  deliberately  read,  wiiereby  it  appears  that  the 
said  Israel  Osborn  stood  charged  for  that  he,  beinij  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  of  New-York,  protected  by  the  laws 
theteof,  and  owing  allegiance  thereto,  on  the  first  day  of 
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April  last  past,  and  at  divers  other  days  and  times,  both 
before  and  after,  and  since  the  sixteenth  day  of  July,  1776, 
at  Kings  district,  in  the  county  of  Albany,  did  wickedly,  trai- 
torously and  treasonably,  contrary  to  his  allegiance  afore- 
said, levy  war  against  the  said  State  within  tlie  same,  by 
inducing  many  ot  ilie  subjects  of  the  said  Stale  to  enlist,  or 
by  aiding  and  abetting  other,  the  enemies  of  the  said  Slate, 
to  procure  divers  persons,  the  subjects  of  the  said  State, 
to  enlist  into  the  service  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  then 
and  now  in  actual  war  against  the  said  Slate  wiihin  the 
same  ;  and  by  traitorously  and  wickedly  altemptin;;,  or  aid- 
ing and  abetting  in  an  attempt, to  procure  a  person  to  convey 
intelligence  to  General  Howe,  an  ofhcerin  the  service  ol  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  others,  the  enemies  of  the  said 
Stale,  then  and  now  in  actual  war  against  the  said  Slate 
within  the  same  ;  and  that  he,  on  the  day  and  year,  and  at 
the  place  aforesaid,  was  adherent  to  the  King  of  Lireat 
Britain,  and  others,  the  enemies  of  the  said  Slate,  then  and 
now  in  actual  vvar  against  ihe  said  Stale  within  the  same, 
giving  them  aid  and  comfort  contrary  to  the  resolutions  of 
the  Convention  of  the  said  Slate. 

And  by  the  said  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial,  it 
further  appears,  that  on  a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  the  said 
Israel  Osborn  was,  by  the  said  court,  found  guihy  of  ad- 
hering to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  others,  the  ene- 
mies of  the  State  ;  and  that  he  is  not  guilty  of  the  other 
charges  exhibited  against  liim ;  and  was,  therefore,  by  the 
said  court,  sentenced  to  suffer  twelve  months'  close  impri- 
sonment at  his  own  expense. 

The  same  charge,  the  evidence  thereon,  proceedings 
and  sentence,  having  been  taken  into  consideration  and  de- 
liberately examined. 

Resolved,  That  the  sentence  of  the  said  court  martial 
against  the  said  Israel  Osborn,  be  and  is  hereby  approved 
of  and  confirmed. 

The  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial  on  the  case? 
of  Benjamin  Inijraham,  Asa  Beebe  and  Moses  W  oosler, 
all  of  Kings  district  aforesaid,  were  then  deliberately  read 
and  heard  ;  whereby  it  appears  that  Benjamin  Ingraham, 
Asa  Beebe  and  Moses  Woosler,  stood  charged,  that  they 
being  members  of  the  State  of  New-York,  protected  by 
the  laws  thereof,  and  owing  allegiance  thereto,  on  the 
sixth  day  of  May  instant,  and  at  divers  other  days  and 
times,  both  before  and  after,  and  since  the  sixteenth  day 
of  July,  1776,  at  Kings  district,  in  the  county  of  Albany, 
did  wickedly,  traitorously  and  treasonably,  contrary  to 
their  allegiance  aforesaid,  adhere  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  others,  the  enemies  of  the  said  State  within 
the  same,  contrary  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Convention  of 
the  said  State. 

And  by  the  said  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial,  it 
further  appears,  that  on  a  fair  and  impartial  tiial,  the  said 
Benjamin  Ingraham,  Asa  Beebe  and  Moses  Woosier, 
were  respectively  guilty  of  the  charges  exliilnied  against 
them ;  that  Benjamin  Ingraham  was,  therefore,  by  the 
said  court,  sentenced  to  suffer  six  months'  imprisonment ; 
and  that  Asa  Beebe  and  Moses  Woosler  respectively  sutler 
three  months'  imprisonment,  and  that  ihey  remain  impri- 
soned until  liiey  respectively  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  State  of  New-York. 

The  same  charge  against  the  said  prisoners  respectively 
and  the  evidences  against  each  of  them  respectively,  and 
the  proceedings  and  sentence  oi  the  said  court  thereon, 
having  been  taken  into  consideration  and  maturely  weighed 
and  considered. 

Resolved,  That  the  sentence  of  the  said  court  martial, 
as  far  forth  as  it  sentences  the  said  culprits  respectively  to 
imprisonment  for  a  limited  time,  be  and  is  hereby  con- 
firmed, and  that  the  residue  of  the  sentence  be  and  is 
hereby  remitted. 

The  proceedings  of  die  said  court  martial  on  the  case  of 
Jesse  Bullis  were  then  deliberately  read  and  heard,  whereby 
it  appea'-s  that  Jesse  Bullis  stood  charged  for  that  he,  being 
a  member  of  the  Slate  of  New-York,  residing  withm  said 
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Slate  protected  by  the  laws  thereof,  and  owing  allegiance 
ihcrct'o,  did,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  January  last,  and 
I  divcr*  otlier  days  and  limes,  both  before  and  after,  and 
"ince  the  sixteenth  day  of  July  1776,  at  Kings  district,  in 
the  county  ofAlbany,  wickedly,  traitorously  and  treasona- 
bly, and  contrary  to  his  allegiance  aforesaid,  levy  war 
a/a'inst  the  State  of  New-York  within  the  same,  whilst 
owin^f  allegiance  thereto,  did  enlist  himself  in  the  service 
of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  within  the  same ;  did  enhst 
men  in  the  service  of  the  said  King,  within  said  State  ;  was 
adherent  to  the  said  King  and  other  enemies  of  the  said 
Slate  of  New-York,  contrary  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Con- 
rention  of  the  said  State  of' New-York,  whilst  lie  did  owe 
allegiance  and  derived  protection  from  the  said  State. 

And  by  the  said  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial,  it 
further  appears  that  on  a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  the  said 
Jesse  Bullis  is  not  guilty  of  the  first  and  second  charges, 
and  guilty  of  having  enlisted  men  in  the  service  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  also  of  being  adherent  to  the 
said  King  within  the  State  of  New-York,  and  wliilsl  owing 
allciance  to  the  said  State,  and  deriving  protection  from 
the  same  ;  and  was  therefore  by  the  said  court  sentenced 
lobe  branded  in  the  hand,  immediately  after  the  sentence 
shall  be  approved  of,  and  further  that  he  should  be  impri- 
soned during  the  present  war. 

The  same  charge,  the  evidences  thereon,  proceedings 
and  sentence  having  been  taken  into  consideration  and  de- 
liberately considered, 

Resolved,  That  the  sentence  of  the  said  court  martial, 
against  the  said  Jesse  Bullis,  be  and  is  hereby  approved  of 
and  confirmed.  And, 

Resolved,  That,  that  part  of  the  said  sentence  which 
inflicts  the  punishment  of  being  burnt  in  the  hand,  be  and 
is  hereby  remitted. 

The  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial  on  the  case  of 
Jacob  Miller,  of  Half-Moon  district,  in  the  county  of  Alba- 
ny, were  then  deliberately  read,  whereby  it  appears  that 
the  said  Jacob  Miller  stood  charged  for,  that  he  being  a 
member  of  the  Stale  of  New-York,  residing  within  ilie 
said  State,  protected  by  the  laws  thereof,  and  owing  alle- 
giance thereto,  on  the  21st  day  of  March  last,  and  at  divers 
other  days  and  times,  both  before  and  after,  and  since  the 
16lli  day  of  July  1776,  at  the  district  of  Plalf-Moon,  in 
tiie  county  of  Albany,  wickedly,  traitorously  and  treaso- 
nably, and  contrary  to  his  allegiance  aforesaid,  did  levy 
war  against  the  Slate  of  New-York  within  the  same, 
whilst  owing  allegiance  thereto ;  enlist  men  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  now  in  actual  war 
against  the  said  State,  and  being  adherent  to  the  said  King 
of  Great  Britain,  and  other  the  enemies  of  the  said  State  con 
trary  to  llie  resolutions  of  the  Convention  of  the  said  State. 

And  by  the  said  proceedings  of  the  said  court,  it  further 
appears  that  on  a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  the  said  Jacob 
Miller,  was  by  the  said  court  found  guilty  of  adliering  to 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  was  therefore  by  the  said 
court,  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
suffer  imprisonment  for  the  space  of  six  months. 

The  same  charge,  the  evidence  thereon,  proceedings 
and  sentence  having  been  taken  into  consideration  and  de- 
liberately examined. 

Resolved,  That  the  sentence  of  the  said  court  martial, 
be  and  is  hereby  approved  and  confirmed. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  9  o'clock. 


DIE  JOVIS,  9  HO.  A.  M. 

June  19,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Cortland  t,  Esqr.  Prssidevt. 
Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Harpur,  Mr.  .Morris,  Mr. 
Tappen,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Piatt,  iMr.  De  Wilt. 


Mr.  Jay,  according  to  order,  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter 
to  the  Delegates  of  this  Slate  at  Congress,  which  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Gentlemen — The  Council  have  been  informed  that 
several  of  tlic  prisoners  of  tiiis  State,  sent  lo  the  jail  of 
Philadelphia  by  the  late  Convention  or  their  couiiniitee, 
and  recommended  to  the  care  of  ilic  late  Couiicil  of  Safety 
in  dial  city,  are  now  at  large,  and  have  been  liberated 
without  the  approbation  or  knowledge  of  tlie  Convention 
or  this  Council. 

"  As  those  prisoners  were  sent  lo  Philadelphia  for  the 
purpose  of  being  secured,  not  tried,  and  of  being  diHained, 
not  liberated,  it  is  necessary  that  inquiries  be  made  into 
the  reasons  of  this  strange  management.  The  Council 
are  informed,  that  William  Sutton,  one  of  the  prisoners, 
was  released  on  his  parol  to  repair  to  this  place  in  order  to 
solicit  his  discharge  ;  that  he  went  immediately  to  New- 
York,  obtained  a  majority  in  the  new  levies,  and  has  since 
made  a  descent,  with  a  party  from  Long  island,  on  the 
southern  part  of  Westchester.  Had  this  man's  parol  been 
deemed  worthy  of  credit  or  confidence,  he  would  not  have 
been  sent  to  the  jail  of  Philadelphia. 

"  As  the  Council  are  desirous  of  obtaining  a  true  state 
of  facts  respecting  these  things,  I  am  directed  to  request 
of  you,  gentlemen,  lo  transmit  to  them  a  list  ot  the  pri- 
soners of  tiiis  State  now  in  Philadelphia  jail,  and  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  such  as  have  been  liberated  were  re- 
leased. 

"  I  am,  &c. 

"  To  the  New- York  Delegates." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engro.'sed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

The  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial  on  the  case  of 
John  Clint,  of  the  manor  of  Ilensselaerwyck,  in  the  county 
of  Albany,  were  then  deliberately  read  ;  whereby  it  ap- 
pears that  the  said  John  Clint  stood  charged  for,  that  he 
being  a  member  of  the  Slate  of  New-York,  protected  by 
the  laws  thereof  and  owing  allegiance  thereto,  on  the  first 
day  of  April  last  past,  and  at  divers  other  days  and  times, 
both  before  and  after,  and  since  the  Kith  day  of  July, 
1776,  at  the  manor  of  Kensselaerwyck,  in  the  county  of 
Albany,  did  wickedly,  traitorously  and  treasonably,  con- 
trary to  his  allegiance  aforesaid,  levy  war  against  the  said 
State,  within  the  same,  by  swearing  to  bear  faith  anil  true 
allesiance  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  by  swearing 
divers  other  persons,  the  subjects  of  the  said  State,  to 
bear  faith  and  true  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Groat  Britain, 
then  and  now  in  actual  war  against  the  said  State,  and  to 
defend  his  crown  and  dignity  ;  thereby  adhering  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  others  the  enemies  of  ihe  said 
State,  \vithin  the  same,  giving  him  or  them  aid  and  com- 
fort, contrary  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Convention  of  the' 
said  Stale. 

And  by  the  said  proceedings  of  the  said  court,  it  farther 
appears  that,  on  a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  the  said  John 
Clint  was,  by  the  said  court,  lound  guilty,  and  was 
therefore,  by  ihe  said  court,  sentenced  to  suffer  the  pains 
and  penalties  of  deatli. 

The  same  charge,  the  evidence  thereon,  proceedings  and 
sentence  having  been  taken  into  consideration  and  delibe- 
rately examined. 

Resolved,  That  the  sentence  of  the  said  court  martial  be 
and  hereby  is  approved  of  and  confirmed. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  martial  on  the  case  of 
Arnout  Viele,  of  Livingston  manor,  in  the  county  of  Al- 
bany, were  then  deliberately  read;  whereby  it  appears 
that  the  said  Arnout  Viele  stood  charced  for  that  he,  being 
a  member  of  the  Slate  of  New-York,  protected  by  the 
laws  thereof  and  owing  allegiance  thereto,  on  the  28th 
day  of  April  last  past,  and  at  divers  other  days  and  times, 
both  before  and  after,  and  since  the  sixteenth  day  of  July, 
1776,  at  the  manor  of  Livingston,  in  the  county  of  Al- 
bany, did,  wickedly,  traitorously  and  treasonably,  contrary 
to  his  allegiance  aforesaid,  levy  war  against  the  said  Stale 
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within  the  same,  by  enlisting  many  of  the  subjects  of  the 
said  Slate  into  tlic  service  of  the  Kmi^  of  Great  Britain, 
then  and  now  in  actual  war  against  die  said  iStatc,  within 
the  same,  and  by  swearing  divers  persons,  the  subjects  ot 
the  said  State,  to  bear  faiUi  and  true  allegiance  to  ihe  said 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  defend  his  crown  and  dignily ; 
thereby  adhering  to  liic  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  others 
the  enemies  of  the  said  Slate,  within  the  same,  giving 
them  aid  and  comfort,  contrary  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
Convention  of  the  said  Siale. 

And  by  the  said  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial  it 
farther  appears  that,  on  a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  the  said 
Arnout  \iele  was  by  the  said  couit  found  guiliy  of  all  the 
charges  exhibited  against  liim,  and  was,  therefore,  by  the 
said  court  sentenced  to  suffer  death. 

The  same  charges,  the  evidence  thereon,  proceedings 
and  sentence,  having  been  taken  into  consideration  and  de- 
liberately examined, 

Resolved,  That  the  sentence  of  the  said  court  martial 
be,  and  is  hereby  approved  of  and  coniirined. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  martial  on  the  case  of 
William  Frazer,  of  Balls  Town,  in  the  county  of  Albany, 
■were  then  deliberately  read  ;  whereby  it  appears  that  the 
said  William  Frazer  stood  charged  for  that  lie,  being  a 
member  of  the  Stale  of  New- York,  protected  by  the  laws 
thereof,  and  owing  allegiance  thereto,  on  the  sixth  day  of 
May  instant,  and  at  divers  other  days  and  tunes  both  be- 
fore and  after  and  since  the  sixteenth  day  of  July,  177G,  at 
Balis  Town,  in  the  county  of  Albany,  did  wickedly,  trai- 
torously and  treasonably,  contrary  to  his  allegiance  afore- 
said, levy  war  against  the  said  Stale,  within  the  same,  by 
withholding  his  allegiance  and  services  from  the  said  Stale, 
and  by  attempting  to  go  off  privately  to  the  enemies  of  the 
said  State,  and  by  aiding  and  abetting  divers  other  persons, 
the  subjects  of  the  said  State,  to  go  off  privately  to  the 
enemy  of  the  said  Slate,  then  and  now  in  actual  war  against 
the  said  State  within  the  same  ;  and  that  he  on  the  day 
and  year  and  at  the  place  aforesaid,  did  adhere  to  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  and  others  the  enemies  of  tiie  said  Siaic,  i 
within  the  same,  giving  ihem  aid  and  comfort  contrary  to 
the  resolutions  of  the  Convention  of  the  said  Stale. 

And  by  the  said  proceedings  ii  farther  appears,  that  on  i 
a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  the  said  William  Frazer  was,  by  ] 
the  said  court,  found  guilty  of  the  charges  exhibited  against  j 
him,  and  was  therefore  by  the  said  court  martial  sentenced 
to  suffer  twelve  months'  close  confinement  in  a  jail  at  his 
own  expense. 

The  same  charge,  the  evidence  thereon,  proceedings  and 
sentence  having  been  taken  into  consideration  and  dehbe- 
rately  examined. 

Resolved,  That  the  sentence  of  the  said  court  martial 
be,  and  is  hereby,  approved  of  and  confirmed. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  martial  on  the  case  of 
Thomas  Blewer,  of  the  manor  of  Kenssclaerwyck,  in  the 
county  of  Albany,  were  then  deliberately  read  ;  whereby 
il  appears  that  the  said  Thomas  Blewer  flood  charged  for 
that  he  being  a  member  of  the  Slate  of  New-York,  pro- 
tected by  the  laws  thereof,  and  owing  allegiance  thereto, 
on  the  20th  day  of  April  last  past,  and  at  divers  other  days 
and  timesbolh  before  and  after  and  since  the  sixteenth  day  of 
July,  1776,  at  ihe  manor  of  Rens'seiaerwyck,  in  the  county 
of  Albany,  did  wickedly,  irailoroiisly  and  treasonably,  con- 
trary to  his  allegiance  aforesaid,  levy  war  against  the  said 
State,  within  the  same,  by  swearing  to  bear  faith  and  iruc 
allegiance  to  the  King  of  (Jreat  Britain  and  to  defend  his 
crown  and  dignity,  the  said  King  then  and  now  being  in 
actual  war  against  the  sai(J  State  ;  and  that  he  in  the  day 
and  year  and  at  the  place  aforesaid,  did  wickedly,  traito- 
rously and  treasonably,  contrary  to  his  allegiance  aforesaid, 
adhere  to  the  Kins  of  Great  Britain  and  others,  the  ene- 
mies of  the  said  Slate,  then  and  now  in  actual  war  against 
the  said  State,  within  the  same,  giving  ihem  aid  and  com- 
fort, contrary  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Convention  of  the 
said  State. 


And  by  the  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial,  itf  ar- 
tlier  appears  lliat  on  a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  the  said 
Thomas  Blewer  was,  by  ihe  said  court  martial,  found  guil- 
ty of  the  charges  exhibited  against  him,  and  was  therefore 
sentenced  by  the  said  court  marlial  to  sutler  twelve  months' 
close  imprisonment  at  his  own  expense. 

The  same  charges,  the  evidence  thereon,  proceedings 
and  sentence  having  been  taken  into  consideration  and  de- 
liberately examined. 

Resolved,  That  the  sentence  of  the  said  court  martial 
be,  and  is  hereby  approved  of  and  confirmed. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  martial  on  the  case  of  Al- 
exander Patterson,  of  Claverack,  in  the  county  of  Albany, 
were  then  deliberately  read ;  whereby  it  appears  that  the  said 
Alexander  Patterson  stood  charged  for  that  he,  being  a 
member  of  the  State  of  New-York,  protected  by  the  laws 
thereof,  and  owing  allegiance  thereto,  on  the  fourteenth 
day  of  April  and  at  divers  other  days  and  times  both  liefore 
and  after  and  since  the  sixteenth  day  of  July,  1776,  at 
Claverack,  in  the  county  of  Albany,  did  wickedly,  traito- 
rously and  treasonably,  contrary  to  his  allegiance  aforesaid, 
levy  war  against  the  said  Stale,  within  the  same,  by  enter- 
ing into  the  service  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  bv 
inducing  many  of  the  subjects  of  the  said  Stale  to  enlist 
into  the  service  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  then  and  now 
in  actual  war  against  the  said  State,  within  ihe  same  ;  and 
that  he  on  the  day  and  year  and  at  the  place  aforesaid,  did 
contrary  to  his  allegiance  aforesaid,  wickedly,  traitorously 
and  treasonably  adhere  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and 
others,  the  enemies  of  the  said  Slate,  within  the  same, 
giving  them  aid  and  comfort,  contrary  to  the  resolutions  of 
the  Convention  of  the  said  Stale. 

And  by  the  said  proceedings  it  farther  appears,  thai  on 
a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  the  said  Alexander  Patterson  was, 
by  the  said  court  martial,  found  guilty  of  adherinff  to  the 
enemies  of  the  Stale,  dec.  and  not  guilty  of  the  oilier  charges 
exhibited  against  him,  and  was  therefore,  by  the  said  court 
inariial,  sentenced  to  be  branded  in  the  left  hand  with  the 
letter  T,  and  that  he  thereafter  suffer  twelve  months'  close 
imprisonment  at  his  own  expense. 

The  same  charge,  the  evidence  thereon,  proceedings  and 
sentence  having  been  taken  into  consideration  and  delibe- 
rately read  and  examined. 

Resolved,  That  the  sentence  of  ihecourt  martial  against 
ihe  said  Alexander  Patterson,  be,  and  is  hereby  confirm- 
ed, and 

Resolved,  That  that  part  of  the  said  sentence  which  in- 
flicls  the  punishment  of  being  burnt  in  the  hand,  be,  and  is 
hereby  remitted. 

The  proceedings  of  the  said  court  martial  on  the  case  of 
Thomas  Frazer,  of  Ballstown,  in  the  county  of  Albany, 
were  then  deliberately  read  ;  whereby  it  appears  that  the 
said  Thomas  Frazer  stood  charged  for  that  he,  being  a 
member  of  the  State  of  New- York,  protected  bv  the  laws 
thereof,  and  owing  allegiance  thereto,  on  the  sixth  day  of 
May  instant,  and  at  divers  other  days  and  limes,  both  be- 
fore and  after  and  since  the  16th  day  of  July,  1776,  at  Balls 
Town,  in  the  county  of  Albany,  did  wickedly,  traitorously 
and  treasonably,  contrary  to  his  allegiance  aforesaid,  levy 
war  asainst  the  said  State,  within  the  same,  by  adhcrinff  to 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  others,  tiie  enemies  of  the 
said  Stale,  then  and  now  in  actual  war  against  the  said 
Slate,  within  the  same,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort;  and 
that  he,  on  the  day  and  year  and  at  the  place  aforesaid, 
wickedly,  traitorously  and  treasonably  did  attempt  to  go  off 
privately  to  the  enemy  of  the  said  Stale,  and  did  aid  and 
abet  others,  the  subjects  of  the  said  Slate,  to  go  off  privately 
to  the  enemy  of  the  said  Slate,  then  and  now  in  actual  war 
acainst  the  said  State,  within  the  same,  contrary  to  the 
resolutions  of  the  Convention  of  the  said  Stale. 

And  by  the  said  proceedings  of  the  said  court  marlial, 
it  further  appears,  that  on  a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  the 
said  Thomas  Frazer  was  by  the  said  court  found  guilty  of 
every  part  of  the  charge  exhibited  against  him,  except  that 
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of  aiding  and  abeiling  llie  subjects  of  the  State  to  go  off 
I  .  ^^J  the  enemy  ;  and  was  llieieforc,  by  the  said 
court  sentenced  to  suffer  twelve  months'  close  imprisonment 
\{hii  own  charge  and  expense. 

Unsolved,  That  the  sentence  of  the  said  court  martial, 
be  and  is  hereby,  approved  of  and  contirnied. 

The  proceedings  ot  the  said  court  iiwrtinl  on  the  cases 
of  Thomas  Verle,  Joseph  Shearer,  Alexander  McLaughlin, 
John  Mickle,  John  Fairman,  Archibald  McNeil,  John 
Summerville,  James  Grant,  John  Buriies,  Michael  Conner 
and  John  McLaughlin,  of  Balls  Town,  in  the  county  of 
Albany;  Hans  Hclmer,  Duncan  Robinson,  Alexander  Ro- 
binson and  Joiin  xMclutire,  of  Tryon  county,  and  Hendrick 
Kanion  and  William  Reid,  were  then  deliberately  read  ; 
whereby  it  appears,  that  they,  the  said  Thomas  Verte,  Jo- 
seph Shearer,  Alexander  McLaughlin,  John  Mickle,  John 
Fairman,  Archibald  McNiel,  John  Summerville,  James 
Grant.  John  Burncs,  Michael  Conner,  John  McLaughlin, 
Hans  Helmer,  Duncan  Robinson,  Alexander  Robinson, 
John  Mclntire,  Hendrick  Ranion  and  William  Reid,  stood 
jointly  and  severally  charged  for  that  lliey,  being  members 
of  die  Stale  of  New-York,  protected  by  the  laws  thereof, 
and  owing  allegiance  thereto,  on  the  sixth  day  of  May  in- 
ilant,  and  at  divers  other  days  and  limes,  bolh  before  and 
afier'and  since  the  16th  day  of  July,  1776,  at  Balls  Town, 
in  ihe  county  of  Albany,  did  wickedly,  traitorously  and 
treasonably,  contrary  to  their  allegiance  aforesaid,  levy  war 
against  the  said  Stale,  within  the  same,  by  secretly  with- 
drawing and  withholding  their  allegiance  and  services  from 
ihe  said  Stale,  and  by  adhering  to  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  others,  the  enemies  of  ihe  said  State,  then  and 
now  in  actual  war  against  the  said  State,  within  llie  same, 
giving  them  aid  and  comfort :  and  that  they,  on  the  day 
and  year  aforesaid,  at  Ballstown,  in  the  county  aforesaid, 
wickedly,  traitorously,  and  treasonably,  contrary  to  their 
allegiance  aforesaid,  did  attempt  lo  go  off  privately  to  the 
enemy  of  the  said  Slate,  then  and  now  in  actual  war  against 
the  said  State,  within  the  same,  contrary  to  the  resolutions 
of  the  Convention  of  the  said  State. 

That  by  the  said  proceedings  it  further  appears,  that  on 
a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  the  said  prisoners  respectively,  to 
Tt  il:  Thomas  Verle,  Joseph  Shearer,  Alexander  McLaugh- 
lin, John  Mickle,  John  Fairman,  Archibald  McNiel,  John 
Summerville,  James  Grant,  John  Burns,  Michael  Connor, 
John  McLaughlin,  Hans  Helmer,  Duncan  Robinson,  Alex- 
ander Robinson,  John  Mclntire,  Hendrick  Ranion  and 
William  Reid,  were  by  the  said  court  martial  respectively 
found  gniliy  of  the  two  first  parts  of  the  charge,  and  not 
guilty  of  the  last  part  of  the  charge  against  ihem;  and  the 
said  prisoners  respectively,  were  by  the  said  court  sen- 
tenced to  pay  a  fine  of  fifteen  dollars  each,  and  that  they 
be  imprisoned  4ill  the  fines  be  paid,  and  the  said  prisoners 
lake  the  oalh  of  allegiance  lo  the  Stale  of  New-York. 

The  same  charge,  the  evidence  thereon,  proceedings 
and  sentence  havins  been  taken  into  consideration  and  de- 
liberately read  and  examined. 

Resolved,  That  the  sentence  of  the  said  court  martial, 
as  far  forth  as  it  sentences  the  said  culprits  respectively  to 
fine  and  imprisonment,  until  ihc  payment  of  ihe  said  fines, 
be  and  is  hereby  confirmed  ;  and  that  tiie  residue  of  the 
said  sentence  be  and  is  hereby  annulled  and  repealed. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Briaadier-General  Ten 
Broeck  issue  orders  for  the  execution  of  the  said  James 
Huetson. 

The  House  adjourned  till  the  afternoon  4  o'clock. 

Die  Jovis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  June  19,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

riESENT— Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Plait,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr. 
Morris,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Tappen. 

A  letter  from  Egbert  Benson,  M.  Smith  and  Peter  Can- 
tine,  Esquires,  comoiisisioners,  dec.  dated  Poughkcepsie 


the  eighteenth  instant,  informing  the  Council  of  Safety  that 
a  number  of  Quakers,  to  ihe  aiuouiit  of  iwenty,  have  lately 
been  to  Long  island,  without  permission,  to  attend  llioir 
annual  meeting,  was  read  and  filed.  The  said  commissioners 
request  the  advice  and  directions  of  this  Council  in  the  pre- 
mises. 

The  same  being  immediately  taken  into  consideration  : 
And  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  for  detecting  con- 
spiracies, &c.  do  cause  all  those  of  the  people  calleil  t^na- 
kers,  who  have  lately  been  to  Long  island,  and  are  return- 
ed, to  be  apprehended  and  sent  under  guard  to  the  Fleet 
prison  at  Esopus  creek,  there  to  remain  at  their  own  ex- 
pense until  further  order. 

Another  letter  from  the  said  commissioners,  dated  the 
seventeenth  instant,  relative  to  the  Reverend  .Mr.  Bcnrds- 
ley,  who  hath  also  been  wiiii  the  enemy,  was  read,  taken 
into  consideration  :  And  llicreupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  do  cause  the 
Revd.  Mr.  Beardsley  to  be  sent  under  guard  lo  the  Fleet 
prison  at  Esopus  creek,  there  to  remain  at  his  own  expense 
until  further  order. 

The  Honourable  Robert  Yates,  one  of  the  puisne  judges 
of  tlie  supreme  court  of  judicature  within  this  State,  at- 
tended, and  took  and  subscribed  the  oaths  of  office  and 
allegiance. 

The  petition  of  Hendrick  Fiers,  also  the  petition  of  John 
L.  Van  Allen  and  John  S.  \^an  Alstyiie,  confined  on  board 
the  Fleet  prison,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  wardens  of 
the  Fleet  prison. 

The  petition  of  James  Robinson,  and  others,  confined  in 
Kingston  jail,  complaining  of  the  jailer,  was  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  Mr.  Tappen  and  Colonel  De  Witt. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Plait,  Mr.  Hobart  and  Colonel 
De  Witt  be  a  committee  to  dispose  of  Henry  Cuyler,  Esqr. 
as  to  the  place  of  his  confinement,  and  that  they  be  autho- 
rized to  take  his  parol. 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10 
o'clock. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

June  20,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual.  • 
Present — Pierre  Van  CorUandl,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Curler,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Hobart,  Colo.  De  Wilt,  Major  Tappen, 
Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  H.irpur. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sheriff  Dumond  do  direct  that  John 
Grant,  who  is  now  confined  on  board  the  Fleet  prison,  be 
delivered  into  the  custody  of  Isaac  Willse,  in  order  lo  be 
by  him  conveyed  to  the  commissioners  for  detecting  con- 
spiracies. 

The  petition  of  John  Kortz,  confined  on  board  the  Fleet 
prison,  praying  leave  lo  return  home,  was  read,  and 
Ordered  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Honourable  James  Bodevvine, 
President  of  the  Council  of  the  Massachuseits  Bay,  was 
read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Sir — Mr.  James  Sullivan,  chairman  of  a  committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  Massachusetls  Bay,  by 
letter,  informed  the  late  Convention  of  this  Stale,  that  the 
general  court  had  laid  an  embargo  on  most  ol  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  and  intimated  that  the  same  would  be 
continued  till  the  other  Stales  should  adopt  the  hke  moile 
of  restraining  the  prices  of  labour,  inanuiaclurcs,  internal 
produce  and  goods  imported  from  foreign  parts,  which  the 
New-England  States  had  established. 

"  The  Convention,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Sullivan,  stated  the 
reasons  which  led  them  to  conclude  that,  however  proper 
and  effectual  the  mode  might  be  in  New-England,  in  this 
Stale  it  would  rather  increase  than  diminish  the  mischiefs. 
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and  were  in  hopes  ihey  would  have  saiisfied  our  breliiren 
of  Massachusetts  ilial  similar  measures  could  not  be  esta- 
blished here  without  manifest  uijury  to  the  interest,  not  only 
of  this  State  in  particular,  but  of  the  United  States  in  ge- 
neral; and  considering  that  we  were  driven  from  our  sea- 
coast  by  the  common  enemy,  that  the  embargo  would  not 
have  been  continued,  at  least  with  respect  to  This  State. 

"  When  the  capital  of  your  fStale  was  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  the  ocean,  by  the  power  of  Great  Britain,  ihe 
inhabitants  of  this,  as  well  as  the  other  States,  cheerfully 
contributed  to  the  relief  of  your  suH'erinc;  poor.  Our  ca- 
pital is  now  possessed  bv  the  enemy,  and  the  rest  of  our 
seacoast  is  commanded  bv  them.  Our  resources  from  the 
sea  within  our  own  State  are  entirely  cut  off,  and  it  is  in 
the  power  of  our  neighbours  to  reduce  us  to  the  greatest 
distress  by  denying  us  the  use  of  tlieir  purls  and  uiarkets. 
We  will  not  allow  ourselves  to  suppose  iliat  your  (Jenera! 
Court  laid  the  embargo  with  this  design  ;  but  we  sincerely 
wish  them  to  consider  that  the  impartial  world  and  poste- 
rity, and  perhaps  even  our  enemies,  when  tliey  review  our 
mutual  conduct  towards  each  other,  may  draw  a  compari- 
son. 

"  We  can,  with  great  truth,  assure  you,  that  it  is  not  in 
the  power  of  man  to  devise  a  more  effectual  method  to 
render  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  weary  of  the  war  with 
Great  Britain,  than  the  embargo  laid  by  the  jVew-England 
States;  for,  however  they  may  submit  to  bein^  deprived 
of  such  of  the  conveniences  of  life  ivhich  were  lirought  to 
them  from  foreign  parts,  yet  it  is  impossible  to  content 
them  while  deprived  of  the  essential  article,  salt,  winch 
they  cannot  either  manufacture  or  import  under  their  pre- 
sent circumstances. 

"  We  must  desire  the  favour  of  you  to  lay  this  matter 
before  the  General  Court  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be, 
as  the  inhabitants  cf  this  State  are  in  many  places  sulfer- 
ing  for  want  of  that  article  ;  their  sulTcri^^s  will  daily  in- 
crease, and  unless  a  supply  can  be  procured  in  the  course 
of  the  summer,  ihev  will  become  ahiiost  intolerable. 

"The  Slates  to  the  southward  have  hiihcrio  allowed  us 
the  free  use  of  their  ports  and  markets  ;  but  as  the  enemy 
are  turning  their  operations  that  way,  we  are  precluded 
fiom  any  prospect  of  relief  from  that  ((uarter;  so  that  if 
the  eastern  States  continue  to  withhold  from  us  a  part  of 
that  abundance  with  which  their  happier  situation  furnishes 
them,  we  shall  soon  lie  reduced  to  a  condition  under  which 
nothing  but  a  full  persuasion  of  the  justice  of  our  cause, 
and  the  unshaken  reliance  on  the  protection  ot  Heaven  can 
support  us. 

"  We  are,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
"  Your,  &c. 

"  To  Honble.  James  Bodf.wine.  President 

of  the  Council  of  Mas^achuseUi  Bay." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted.  i 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Colonel  Abraham  P.  Lett,  at  Bos-  | 
ton,  in  answer  to  his  of  the  first  instant,  was  read  and  ap-  j 
proved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  lollowin^f,  vizt:  I 

"  SiH — Your  letter  of  the  first  inslani  has  been  receiv-  j 
ed,  and  in  answer,  J  am  directed  lo  inform  you  that  the  j 
Council  are  concerned  to  learn  that  you  meet  so  little  suc- 
cess in  procuring  salt,  as  that  article  is  exceedingly  want- 
ed;  they  hope  you  will  contuuie  your  exertions,  and  tor- 
ward  whatever  quantities  you  may  purchase,  by  tlie  near- 
est and  least  expensive  routes  to  tins  Slate,  from  time  to  ! 
time,  informing  the  Council  of  your  proceedings  in  the 
same. 

"  A  letter  has  been  received  from  Mr.  Henn,-  Schenk, 
who  informs  that  twelve  hoaslicads  of  the  salt  you  for- 
warded, are  arrived  at  Fishkill.  The  (.'ouncil  have  written 
to  Mr.  Bodewine,  President  of  the  Council  of  Massachu- 
setts, which  they  hope  will  have  a  tendency  to  facilitate 
your  business. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 
"  Colo.  Abraham  P.  Lorr." 
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Ordered,  Tliat  the  same  be  engrossed,  and  signed  by 
the  President,  and  transmitted. 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  ten 
o'clock. 


DIE  SABBATI,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

June  21,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Pkesknt — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
i^fr  Jay,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Karpur,  llr.  Hobari,  Mr.  Tap- 
pen.  Mr.  Morris,  Colo.  De  Witt. 

A  letter  from  Martin  Vosburgh,  of  Red  Hook,  inform- 
ing that  the  son  of  Johannes  Turner  (who  is  confined  on 
board  the  Fleet  prison)  is  drowned.  That  the  wife  of  the 
said  Turner  is  so  much  distressed  as  to  endanger  her 
mind.  Mr.  Vosbnrg  therefore  requests  that  the  said  Jo- 
hannes Turner  may  be  permitted  lo  visit  his  wife  and  fa- 
mily on  this  occasion. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Johannes  Turner  be  liberated 
for  three  weeks  to  visit  his  wife  and  family,  on  .Mr.  Evert 
Vosburgh's  becoming  security  for  his  good  conduct,  and 
return  to  the  Fleet  prison  at  the  expiration  of  llnee  weeks. 

The  petition  of  Richardson  Thurman,  confined  on  board 
the  Fleet  prison,  praying  to  be  discharged  from  confiiienieiit, 
was  read  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
ilie  Fleet  prison  to  inquire  and  report  thereon. 

A  letter  from  Cadwalladcr  Golden,  desiring  permission 
to  purchase  a  negro  man,  who  is  confined  on  board  the 
Fleet  prison,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

Resolved,  That  ^Mr.  John  Thomas  be  authorized  to  re- 
ceive Irom  John  Canfield,  Esqr.  at  Sharon,  out  of  the 
goods  belonging  to  this  State  and  in  his  possession,  the 
followinrr  articles,  to  wit :  two  hoiisheads  of  shoes,  two 
hogsheads  of  hose  and  one  hogshead  of  the  cluihs,  to  be 
by  the  said  John  Thomas  transported  to  Mr.  Radley's,  at 
Rhinebeeck  Landing ;  for  the  transportation  of  which 
goods  this  Board  do  aijree  to  allow  fifteen  dollars. 

Mr.  Hobait,  3Ir.  Jay  and  Mr.  Cuyler,  the  committee 
appointed  to  regulate  the  Fleet  prison  and  appoint  proper 
officers  of  the  same,  made  a  report,  which  was  read  and 
approved,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

"  In  pursuance  of  the  above  resolution,  the  committee 
therein  named,  have  establislied  the  following  regulations 
for  the  Fleel  prison  and  appointed  the  following  ollicers  for 
the  same : 

"1st.  That  all  the  sloops  or  vessels  which  may,  from 
time  to  lime,  compose  the  Fleet  prison,  toseiher  wiih  all 
the  prisoners  on  board  the  same,  be  under  the  care  and 
custody  of  the  warden  thereof ;  and  that  Captain  Henry 
Benson  be  warden  of  the  said  prison. 

"  That  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  die  warden  : 

"  I.  To  enter  in  a  book  the  names  of  all  the  prisoners, 
ihe  times  when  committed  and  when  discharged,  the  cau- 
ses of  commitment  and  by  whom  committed. 

"2.  To  p.ovide  for  ilicir  secure  custody,  and  that  the 
said  vessels  be  at  all  times  clean  and  neat. 

"  3.  To  deliver,  three  limes  a  week  in  spring,  summer 
and  autumn,  and  twice  a  week  in  winter,  to  the  victualler, 
the  names  of  all  such  of  the  prisoners  as  may  not  he  able 
or  not  choose  to  provide  themselves  with  provisions,  and 
that  he  enter  the  same  in  a  book ;  that  he  condemn  all 
such  provisions,  sent  to  the  prison  by  Die  victualler,  as 
may  not  be  sound  and  wholesome,  and  keep  an  account 
thereof. 

"  4.  That  he  permit  the  friends  of  the  prisoners  to  send 
them  necessaries,  but  that  the  same  be  delivered  lo  the 
officer  on  guard,  and  be  by  him  carefully'inspected  and 
examined  before  they  be  given  to  the  prisoners. 

"6.  That  no  person  be  at  anytime  permitted  to  visit 
the  said  prison  without  the  leave  or  order,  in  writing  of  the 
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Council  of  Safety,  or  of  a  member  of  this  committee  other 
Uian  members  of  the  said  Council,  and  the  commissary, 
clerk  and  victualler  of  the  said  prison. 

»  6.  That  he  suffer  no  letters  or  papers  to  pass  to  or 
from  any  of  the  prisoners,  without  license  in  writing  from 
a  member  of  this  committee,  except  that  he  receive  and 
transmit  all  petitions  and  letters  which  they  may  think 
proper  to  send  to  the  Council  of  Safety  or  committees  or 
members  thereof. 

"7.  That  whenever  he  shall  receive  orders  to  discharge 
any  of  the  said  prisoners,  he  shall  immediately  make 
known  the  same  to  the  clerk  of  the  prison,  in  order  that  he 
may  proceed  to  make  out  the  account  of  the  State  against 
the  said  prisoners,  and  receive  the  money  which  may  be 
due  thereon.  That  in  case  any  of  the  said  prisoners  so 
ordered  to  be  discharged,  should  refuse  to  pay  their  said 
accounts,  that  the  warden  do  suspend  their  discharge  until 
he  shall  have  informed  the  Council  of  Safety  thereof, 
(which  he  shall  immediately  do)  and  obtain  their  further 
order. 

"  2d.  That  a  victualler  to  the  said  prison  be  appointed, 
and  that  Capl.  Charles  Giles  be  victualler  thereof. 

"  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  victualler : 

*'  1.  To  deliver  regularly  to  the  commissary,  a  copy 
of  the  list  of  prisoners  to  be  victualled,  which  he  shall  from 
time  to  lime  receive  from  the  warden. 

*'  2.  That  he  serve  out  to  the  prisoners  named  in  the 
said  list,  three-quarters  of  a  pound  of  beef,  pork  or  mutton, 
and  one  pound  of  bread  per  day,  with  a  reasonable  allow- 
ance of  salt  and  vinegar ;  and  that  the  said  rations  be 
served  out  to  the  prisoners  at  the  least  three  times  a  week 
in  spring,  summer  and  autumn ;  and  twice  a  week  in 
winter. 

"  3.  That  he  receive  from  the  commissary,  and  account 
for  the  expenditure  of  all  the  provisions  to  be  by  him  as 
aforesaid  served  out  to  the  prisoners. 

"  4.  That  he  take  care  that  the  fuel  furnished  by  the 
commissary  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners,  be  plentifully  and 
regularly  served  out  to  them,  and  that  he  keep  an  account 
of  the  same. 

"  6.  That  the  victualler  be  paid  for  his  trouble,  nine 
pounds  per  month. 

"  3d.  That  a  commissary  to  the  said  prison  be  appoin- 
ted ;  that  Cornelius  Elmendorph  be  commissary  thereto. 

"  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissary  : 

"  1.  To  fuinish  the  victualler  for  the  use  of  such  of 
ihe  prisoners  as  may  not  be  able  or  willing  to  provide 
themselves  with  three-quarters  of  a  pound  weight  of  beef, 
pork,  or  mutton,  and  a  pound  of  bread  per  day,  with  a  rea- 
sonable allowance  of  salt,  vinegar  and  fuel. 

"  2.  That  he  account  monthly  for  the  expenditure  of 
all  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  advanced  to  him  by  the 
Council  of  Safely,  for  the  purchase  of  the  necessaries 
aforesaid. 

"  8.  That  he  cause  the  hides,  tallow  and  wool  of  all 
such  cattle  or  sheep  as  he  may  purchase  and  kill  for  the 
use  of  the  prisoners  aforesaid,  lo  be  preserved,  and  that  he 
render  a  monthly  account  of  the  same. 

"  4.  That  he  be  paid  eighteen  pounds  per  month  for 
his  trouble. 

"  4ih.  That  a  clerk  tot  he  said  prison  be  appointed  ;  that 
Henry  Benson  be  clerk  thereto. 

"  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  : 

"  1.  To  open  and  stale  an  account  against  each  of  the 
prisoners,  provided  as  aforesaid,  noting  the  times  of  their 
commitment  and  discharge. 

"  2.  In  the  said  account,  to  charge  them  with  the  ex- 
pense occasioned  by  their  maintenance  respectively;  which 
expense  will  consist  of  their  several  proportions  of  the  first 
cost  of  the  provisions,  salt,  vinegar  and  fuel  supplied  to 
ihem,  with  the  incidental  charges,  and  of  the  wages  of  the 
commissary  and  victualler. 

"8.  That  whenever  the  warden  of  the  prison  shall  in- 
form the  clerk  that  he  has  received  orders  to  discharge  any 


of  the  prisoners,  the  clerk  shall  forthwith  make  out  tlie  ac- 
counts, and  demand  and  receive  the  money  due  tliLieon. 

"  4.  That  the  clerk  have  free  access  to'  the  bouks  and 
vouchers  of  the  warden,  commissary  and  victualler,  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  state  and  keep  the  accounts  above 
directed. 

"That  the  clerk,  for  his  trouble,  be  allowed  to  demand 
and  receive  for  his  own  use  from  each  prisoner  wlicn  dis- 
charged, the  sum  of  six  shillings  and  six  pence. 

"JNO.  SLOSS  Hub  ART, 
"JOHN  JAY, 
"JACOB  CUYLEU." 
Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  do  serve  the  said  otiicers 
named  in  the  said  report,  with  copies  thereof.  And. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Mr.  Cornelius  C.  Elmendorph,  commissary  of  provisions 
of  the  Fleet  prison,  at  Esopus  creek,  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred pounds  on  account. 

Resolved,  That  Frederick  Jay,  Esqr.  be  directed  to  pay 
all  such  moneys  as  are  remaining  in  his  hands,  on  nccoiint 
of  the  indigent  persons  in  Dutchess  county,  unto  .Messrs. 
Abraham  Schenk  and  Gideon  Verveelen,  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  superintend  and  provide  for  the  indigent  persons 
and  families  m  Dutchess  county,  and  take  a  receipt  for  the 
same. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  Monday  morning,  10 
o'clock. 


DIE  IjV'NM,   10  HO.  A.  M. 

June  23,  1777. 
The  President,  with  Major  Tappen,  Colonel  De  Witt 
and  Mr.  Harpur  attended,  but  the  weather  being  bad,  they 
adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  a.  m. 

June  24,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Tuylcr,  Mr.   Piatt,  Mr.  Hobart,  Jrajor  Van 
Zandt,  Colo.  De  Wilt,  Mr  Jay,  Mr.  Harpur,  Genl.  Scott. 

The  petition  of  James  Howetson,  a  prisoner,  under  sen- 
tence of  death  for  treasonable  practices  against  the  Stiite, 
praying  to  be  pardoned  ;  and  if  that  cannot  be  granted,  that 
the  lime  appointed  for  his  execution  may  bo  lengthened, 
that  he  may  have  some  time  to  humble  himself  before  the 
Supreme  Judge  of  the  Universe,  and  prepare  himself  for 
so  awful  a  change,  was  read. 

The  same  was  immediaielv  taken  into  consideration  ; 
and  It  appearing  to  this  Council  that  Aniout  Vielle  is  under 
sentence  of  death  for  the  like  crimes,  and  this  Council  be- 
ing determined  to  make  public  examples  of  boih  of  the 
said  criminals,  and  being  willing,  nevertheless,  lo  extend 
so  much  mercy  to  them  as  to  allow  iliem  a  further  time  for 
a  preparation  for  ihcir  great  chantre,  than  will  be  allowed 
them  by  the  times  allotted  for  their  respective  execution,  it 
is,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  they  shall  be  and  hereby  are  utterly  ex- 
cluded from  all  prospect  of  a  pardon  for  their  respective 
offences;  that  the  said  James  Howetson  be  and  is  hereby 
respited  until  Friday,  the  fourth  of  July  next;  and  that 
Arnout  Vielle  be  respited  until  Monday,  the  seventh  day  of 
July  next.    And  it  is  hereby 

Ordered  peremplorily ,  That  the  said  James  Howetson 
be  executed  on  the  said  fourih  day  of  July,  and  the  said 
Arnout  Vielle  on  the  said  seventh  day  of  July,  at  the  re- 
spective places,  and  in  the  manner  heretofore  determined. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  aforesaid  resolve  and  or- 
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der  be  immediately  transmitted  by  express,  to  Brigadier- 
General  Ten  Broeck. 

A  letter  from  the  Honourable  Henry  Wisner,  dated 
June  the  nineteenth,  at  Goshen,  recommending  Samuel 
Knap,  wlio  is  sentenced  to  death  by  the  judgment  of  the 
court  martial  held  in  Ulster  county,  by  order  of  Brigadier- 
General  George  Clinton,  and  who  was  by  the  said  court 
martial  recommended  for  mercy  as  an  object  of  mercy,  to 
be  pardoned,  was  read  and  taken  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Samuel  Knap  be  jiardoned  of 
the  crimes  and  punishment  wherewith  and  whereto  he 
stands  charged,  and  sentenced  by  the  said  court  martial. 
And 

Ordered,  That  the  President  do,  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  this  Council,  issue  the  said  pardon,  which 
pardon  was,  by  the  President,  issued  accordingly. 

A  letter,  dated  at  Saybrook,  the  twelfth  injtaiit,  signed 
by  a  number  of  refugees  from  Nassau  island,  requesting 
that  they  may  be  permitted  to  pass  and  repass  to  the  said 
island,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  off  necessaries  for  their 
suffering  families,  was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Piatt 
and  Hobart. 

A  letter  from  General  Putnam,  (enclosing  a  letter  from 
Robert  Graham  to  him,)  in  which  the  General  recom- 
mends to  the  Council  of  Safety  to  grant  permission  to  Mr. 
Graham  to  export  flour  to  the  eastern  Slates,  was  read 
and  filed.  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  neither  the  Convenuon  or  Council  of 
Safety  of  this  State,  have,  by  any  embargo,  deprived  our 
eastern  brethren  of  receiving  supplies  of  flour  from  this 
State,  but  that  no  such  supplies  be,  under  any  pretence, 
exported  from  this  State  by  water. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  transmit  a  certified  copy 
of  the  aforegoing  resolution  to  General  Putnam. 

The  Council  were  informed  that  some  Indian  warriors 
of  the  Seneca  tribe,  with  Mr.  Kickman,  their  interpreter, 
were  in  this  town  on  their  way  home,  from  General  Wash- 
ington's Head-Quarters,  and  tliat  they  were  desirous  of  be- 
ing permitted  to  visit  the  Council. 

They  were  accordingly  called  up  and  a  speech  made  to 
them  by  the  President  from  the  chair. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  be  given 
to  the  said  Indians  to  assist  them  on  their  journey  home  ; 
that  Mr.  Benson,  the  Secretary,  disburse  the  said  sum  to 
the  said  Indians,  and  that  the  Treasurer  reimburse  Mr. 
Benson  the  said  sum  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  State. 

The  Council  adjourned  until  4  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Die  Martis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  June  24,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Colo.  Van  Corllandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Plait,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Cuyler.  Mr.  Robt.  Li- 
Tingston,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Hobart,  Geul.  Scott,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr. 
Harpur,  Mr.  Jay,  Major  Van  Zandl. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto  John 
Tremper  the  sum  of  twenty-four  pounds  ten  shilling,  for 
transporting  the  baggage  of  .Major  William  Edmiston,  a 
prisoner  of  war,  to  Philadelphia,  who  was  sent  thither  at 
the  request  of  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  and 
that  the  same  charged  lo  the  Continental  account. 

A  letter  from  His  Excellency  Governor  Trumbull,  dated 
the  second  instant,  enclosing  the  accounts  of  Prosper 
Wetmore,  sheriff  of  the  county  of  New-London,  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows,  vizt : 

"  Hartford,  June  2d,  1777. 

"  Sir — In  the  course  of  the  last  year  a  number  of  inimical 
persons  were  sent  from  your  Stale  to  us  to  be  confined, 
some  of  them  in  jail,  others  to  be  on  their  parole,  within 
certain  limits:  of  the  former  I  find  a  number  whose  names 
are  to  be  seen  in  the  enclosed  accounts,  were  sent  to  the 
care  of  the  sheriff  of  New-London  county,  who  was  di- 
rected by  Mr.  Depoister,  the  olRcer  wlio  brought  them,  to 
support  them  welt,  and  not  let  them  suffer  for  want,  as  they 
were  unable  to  support  themselves,  which  has  been  done ; 


and  the  sheriff  has  received  no  consideration  for  his  trouble 
or  expense.  He  has  exhibited  the  enclosed  accounts,  which 
have  been  liquidated  and  allowed  by  us  as  reasonable,  and 
desire  your  Slate  would  remit  the  sum  due,  as  it  is  not  in- 
cumbent on  us  to  bear  those  expenses.  The  sheriff  has 
charged  our  Slate  because  those  prisoners  were  received 
and  committed  to  him  by  authority  here,  but  ought  not  to 
be  paid  by  us. 

"  I  am,  with  esteem  and  regard,  gendemeti, 

"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
"JONTH.  TRUMBULL. 

"  The  Honble.  Convention  of 

the  State  of  iVew-York.  ' 

"  State  of  Connecticut,  to  Prosper  Wetmore,  sheriff, 
1776.         DR.  £  s.  d. 

Aug.  18,  To  receivini  intothe  prison  in  Norwich,  sundry 
prisoners  from  the  State  of  ^'ew-York,  and 
guarding  of  by  order  of  His  Honour  Governor 
Trumbull,  viz :  Jonathan  Baker,  Thomas  Vern- 
ham,  John  Clark,  Thomas  Coyne,  Lasuras 
Guire  and  James  Mason,  from  August  IHlh. 
till  October  9th,  2  days  in  a  week,  at  6s.  per 
day   5    8  U 

To  boarding  the  above  named  prisoners  by  Sims 
Edgerton,  jailer,  during  the  said  time,  bein? 
nine  weeks,  at  9s.  per  week,  lor  each  of  saiu 
prisoners,     24    6  0 

To  boarding  Jonathan  Baker,  John  Clark  and 
James  Mason,  in  said  prison,  by  Syms  Edger- 
ton, jailer,  from  October  9th,  to  December  ' 
18tli,  being  10  weeks,  at  9s.  per  week,  for  each 
of  ssiid  prisoners,   13  10  0 


£43    4  0 


"Norwich,  December  18th,  1776. 

("Errors  excepted.) 

"  Per  PROSPER  WETMORE. 

"Connecticut. 

"  The  above  account  was  considered  and  allowed  by  the 
Governor  and  Council  of  Safety  as  just  and  reasonable. 
("Attest.)        BENJ.  HUNTINGTON,  Clerk." 

"  state  of  Connecticut  to  Prosper  Wetmore,  sheriff. 
1776.         DR.  X  d. 

Aug.  21st.  To  receiving  the  following  prisoners  at  New-Lon- 
don, by  a  special  warrant,  signed  by  His 
Honour  Governor,  viz  •  Alexander  Campbell, 
Thomas  Swords,  William  Peraberton,  Samuel 
Anderson,  Joseph  .■\nderson,  Samuel  S.  Gard- 
ner, Walter  Scott,  John  .Scott,  Jacob  Timmer- 
man,  Ralph  Watson,  John  Duzenbury,  Frede- 
rick Williams,  Henry  Westenhousen,  Dugal! 
Cambell,  Benjamin  Grinman,  Owen  Conner, 
William  M.  MuUin,  Israel  Orsborn  and  Samuel 


Messinger,    1    0  0 

To  transporting  the  above  said  prisoners  from 
New-London  to  Preston,  which  took  me  three 

days  and  expenses,   2    0  0 

To  cart  and  horse  to  carry  tlieir  baggage,  and 

an  hand  to  assist  from  Norwich  to  Prcslon,  . .  12  0 
To  2  horses  to  assist  in  gelling  said  piisouers  to 

Preston,    5  0 

To  2  copies  of  the  above  warrant,   3  (^ 

To  a  copy  of  a  warrant  directing  me  to  carry 

said  prisoners  to  Preston,   1  0 

To  Ephraim  Minor's  bill,   10  12  10 

To  fourteen  passages  from  New-London  to 

Norwich,  with  Capt.  Bradish,   IH  9 

To  Mr.  Abeil  Cheney's  bill,   13  5 


£16  12  0 


("  Errors  excepted.) 

"  Per  PROSPER  WETMORE. 

"Connecticut. 

"  The  above  account  was  considered  and  allowed  in  the 
Council  of  Safety  as  just  and  reasonable. 

("Attest.)  BENJ.  HUNTINGTON,  Clerk." 

Ordered,  That  the  aforegoing  letter  of  His  Excellency 
Governor  Trumbull,  and  accounts  referred  to  in  the  same, 
be  referred  to  a  committee,  and  that  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Ro- 
bert R.  Livingston  be  the  commillce. 

Another  letter  from  his  Excellency  Governor  Trumbull, 
dated  at  Hartford  the  twelfth  instant,  was  received  and 
read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Hartford,  I2th  June,  1777. 

"  Sir — The  prisoners  referred  to  in  your  letter  of  the 
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ISih  of  April  last,  were  taken  up  last  summer  while  the 
encmv's  fleet  and  army  were  at  Staten  Island,  and  by  His 
Ficfflency  General  Washington  sent  into  this  Slate  to 
prerent  their  joining  or  giving  any  intelligence  to  the  enemy, 
where  they  remained  confined  until  long  after  tlie  enemy 
bad  taken  possession  of  New-York  ;  when  their  power  of 
giving  intelligence  respecting  the  strength  or  circumstan- 
ces of  the  city  ceased. 

"  As  no  advice  had  been  received  from  General  Wa- 
shington or  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New- York  re- 
specung  those  prisoners,  and  tlieir  remaining  here  in  this 
State  gave  them  an  opporluniiv  of  communicating  to  the 
enemy,  through  the  hands  of  disatfected  persons,  intelli- 
gence that  might  be  much  more  prejudicial  to  the  Ameri- 
can cause  llian  any  strength  they  nught  add  to  the  enemy 
in  New- York  by  their  return  thither  under  the  sacred  ob- 
ligations of  their  parol. 

"  As  most  of  them  had  been  gentlemen  of  public  cha- 
racter, it  was  thought  most  advisable  to  permit  them  to  go 
to  New-York  on  their  parol,  to  return  when  thereunto  re- 
quired. 

"  On  your  request,  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to 
cause  the  several  prisoners  belonsing  to  your  State  and 
now  on  parol  in  New- York  immediately  to  return,  and  as 
I  am  of  opinion  their  further  residence  in  this  State  will 
disserve  the  American  cause,  must  request  you  will  make 
the  necessary  provisions  for  their  removal  mto  the  State  of 
New-York. 

"  Those  gentlemen  will  be  requested  to  return  to  Hart- 
ford. If  vou  can  find  it  convenient  to  give  ihem  directions 
to  go  to  some  suitable  place  in  vour  Stale  without  coming 
on  to  this  place,  it  may  save  trouble  and  answer  the  same  end. 
"I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  sir, 

"  Your  most  oberlt.  humble  servant, 

"  JONTH.  TRUMBULL. 

■'Honble.  Leovard  Gansevoort, 

"Fresdt.  of  Conveation  New- York." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  comrnitted  to  a  com- 
mittee, and  that  Mr.  Jay  and  Robert  R.  Livingston  be  the 
committee. 

.\  letter  from  John  E.  Van  Alen,  (directed  to  Abraham 
Yates,  Esq.)  confined  in  the  jail  of  Albany,  requesting  his 
opinion  on  tlie  propriety  of  his  applying  to  Council  of 
Safety  for  leave  to  remove  to  one  of  the  eastern  States  : 
he  informs  .Mr.  Yates  that  his  refusing  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  this  Slate  arises  from  his  intentions  to  remove 
as  aforesaid,  was  read,  and  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Yates 
taken  into  consideralion,  and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  John  E.  Van  Alen  be  liberated  on  his 
giving  bond,  wiih  one  good  snriiy,  in  three  hundred 
pounds,  to  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esqr.  tiie  Trea- 
surer of  this  State,  with  condition  that  the  same  shall  be 
void  on  his  prodiicini;  to  this  Council  of  Safety  or  the  Go- 
Temor  of  this  State,  a  certificate  of  his  having  taken  an 
oath  of  allegiance  to  one  of  the  New-England  States,  be- 
fore a  magistrate  thcrcot  authorized  to  administer  the  same, 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August  next,  which  certificate 
shall  be  subscribed  by  the  said  magistrate,  or  in  default 
thereof,  that  he  shall  and  do  on  or  before  that  day  render 
himself  a  prisoner  to  the  sherilf  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Albany,  who  is  hereby  required  to  receive  and  detain  him 
in  the  jail  of  the  said  county  until  he  shall  thence  be  legally 
discharged. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Al- 
bany be  requested  to  take  the  bond  above  mentioned  of 
the  said  John  E.  Van  Alen,  and  that  his  certificate  thereof 
to  the  sheriff  shall  be  a  warrant  for  his  discharging  the  said 
John  E.  Van  Alen  from  his  custody  ;  and  further,  tliat  the 
said  chairman  transmit  the  said  bond  to  the  V  ice-Trcasurer 
of  ibis  State. 

Die  Mercuru,  4  ho.  P.  M.  June  25,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjourntrient. 
P«ESENT— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 


Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Harpur,  Ilobart,  Genl. 
Stott,  Mr.  Plait,  Mr.  Hobl.  R.  Liviagston,  Mr.  Tappen,  fttajor  Van 
Zanilt,  Colo.  De  Witt. 

Two  certificates  from  James  Van  De  Bergh,  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  militia  in  Dutchess  county,  that  Elkaiiah  Brigs 
and  Benjamin  Ellis,  who  have  been  guilty  of  trea.-jonalile 
practices,  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State, 
and  pray  the  benefit  of  the  act  of  grace. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  do  issue  pardons  to  those 
persons  respectively. 

Mr.  Hobart  has  leave  of  absence  for  a  week. 

Jlelancton  Smith,  Eaqr.  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Diiirliess 
attending,  delivered  in  his  return  of  the  election  inrtiover- 
iior,  Lieutenant-Governor,  Senators  and  members  of  As- 
sembly. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  Secretaries  keep  the  said  return  in 
safety,  until  the  returns  from  the  other  counties  conio  in. 

The  petition  of  Johannes  Frever,  confined  in  the  jail  of 
Kingston,  and  subject  to  fits  of  lunacy,  praying  to  i)e  dis- 
charged, was  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
Fleet  prison,  to  make  inquiry  therein. 

The  petition  of  Benjamin  Uarby,  Gideon  Gifford,  Samuel 
Leonard,  Asa  Lamfeir  and  David  Southard,  Samuel  De- 
vine,  Archibald  Wilson  and  Philip  Brooks,  lluuh  Ander- 
son and  Samuel  Hannah  were  respectively  read.  And 

Ordered  To  lie  on  the  table  for  the  j^erusal  of  the  mem- 
bers. 

The  petition  of  Alexander  Campbell,  Samuel  Freligh, 
James  Guiglcy,  Thomas  Hadden,  Cornelius  Fuvler,  and 
others,  Walter  Stouter  and  John  Stoaks,  allconlincd  in  the 
said  jail,  and  praying  to  liberated,  were  read.  And 

Ordered  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petition  of  John  Ausum,  confined  in  tlie  jail  at 
Kingston  as  a  dangerous  and  disaffected  person,  praying  to 
be  discharged,  U'as  read  ;  and  a  certificate,  signed  bv  a 
number  of  respectable  mhabitants  of  the  town  of  Roches- 
ter, as  to  the  general  reputation  and  cliaracier  of  the  said 
Johannes  Ausum,  was  also  read.    And  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Johannes  Ausum,  on  liis  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  be  liberated. 

A  letter  from  Briffadier-Gencral  Bayley,  of  (Gloucester 
county,  dated  at  Newbury,  was  received  and  read,  and  is 
in  the  following  words,  viz  : 

"  Newbury,  lith  June,  1777. 

"  Gentlemen — I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  an  ordi- 
nance from  you,  for  the  election  of  Governor,  Lt.  Governor, 
and  Senators  and  Representatives,  for  the  State  of  A'ew- 
York,  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  Wallace.  The  sheriff  and  com- 
mittee gave  the  proper  orders  to  tiie  several  towns  ;  our 
meeting  will  be  next  Tuesday,  but  am  apt  to  think  our 
people  will  not  choose  any  members  to  sit  in  the  .State  of 
New-York.  The  people  before  they  saw  the  constitution  ... 
were  not  vvilUng  to  trouble  themselves  about  a  separation 
from  the  State  of  New- York,  but  now  almost  to  a  man 
they  are  violent  for  it.  The  appointment  of  officers  out  of 
the  State  is  looked  upon  as  a  slight  of  the  people  ;  it  was 
not  politic.  The  calling  for  the  rangers  is  stripping  the 
frontiers  of  men  and  arms,  which  order  I  received  by  Major 
Wheelock,  wit.i  a  verbal  account  that  the  others  would 
soon  follow.  I  gave  the  orders  for  the  march  of  the  first 
company,  but  had  no  money  to  march  them,  which  they 
msist  upon.  They  insist  that  if  the  conditions  they  were 
raised  upon  is  altered  in  one  part,  it  must  in  all  before 
they  march  ;  they  say  their  subsistence  money  will  not 
half  support  them  on  their  march,  nor  at  Kingston  when 
they  arrive. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  utmost  respect, 
"Your  most  obt.  hble.  servt. 

"JACOB  BAYLEY. 

"  To  the  CommiUee  ol'  Safety,  Kingston." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  committed  to  a  com- 
mittee, and  that  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  and 
Mr.  Morris  be  a  committee. 

A  letter  from  John  Barcley,  Harmanus  Wendell  and 
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Abraham  Cuyler,  dated  at  Albany  the  thirteenth  instant, 
informing  that  by  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  liiem  by 
ihe  Council  of  Safely,  ihev  have,  on  ilie  twenty-ninth  of 
May  last,  administered  to  Henry  Wendell,  Esquire,  and 
on  the  ninth  instant,  unto  Voikerl  P.  Douw,  Abraham  Ten 
Broeck,  Henry  Bleecker  and  Leonard  Ciansevoort,  Esqrs. 
the  oaths  in  the  ordinance  for  establishing  the  constitution 
of  this  State,  prescribed  to  be  by  them  lalvcn  and  subscnhed 
respectively.  That  Jacob  C.  Ten  Evck  and  John  H.  Ten 
E)'ck,  Esqrs.  who  were  appointed  jiuines  have  declined  to 
accept  of  their  appointment ;  and  \Valier  Livingston,  Esqr. 
the  other  judge  named,  they  have  not  had  an  opponuniiy 
of  oflFering  the  oaths  to,  and  ean  not  therefore  mform  whe- 
ther he  accepts  thereof,  was  received,  read,  and  filed. 

A  letter  from  General  George  Clinton,  dated  the  twen- 
tieth of  June,  was  received  and  read,  and  is  as  follows, 
vizt: 

"Fort  Montgomery,  20th  June,  1777. 

"  Sir — As  the  o£5ce  of  paymaster  to  Colo.  Duboys's 
regiment  is  become  vacant  by  my  appointment  of  Captain 
Lush,  major  of  brigade,  in  ihe  room  of  Major  Pawling,  who  is 
ordered  with  his  four  companies  to  Ramapougli,  I  wish 
to  have  Capt.  Townsend's  commission  for  paymaster  to 
that  regiment ;  as  I  have  ordered  him  to  join  the  regiment 
in  that  character,  on  the  strength  of  the  encouragement 
given  in  your  answer  to  my  last  letter,  wiiich  1  was  induced 
to  more  strongly  on  seeing  a  late  resolve  of  Congress  which 
forbids  the  absence  of  the  paymasters  from  their  regiments, 
great  inconvenience  having  arisen  from  the  want  of  their 
steady  attendance,  and  much  greater  would  arise  in  suflfer- 
ing  the  office  to  be  vacant. 

"  Enclosed  you  have  three  ensigns'  commissions  in  Colo. 
Duboys's  regiment,  two  of  which  must  have  been  filled  up 
through  mistake.  Jacobus  Sle!>ht  was  appointed  by  the 
committee  of  arrangement,  but  declined  accepting  his  ap- 
pointment, and  Azahel  Barry  was  appoiiUcd  in  his  room, 
and  immediately  joined  the  regiment,  and  acted  in  that 
character  therein  ever  since.  Archibald  Thomson  never 
joined  the  regiment,  nor  indeed  could  such  a  person  be 
found,  and  Francis  Hanmore  was  appointed  by  the  com- 
mittee of  arrangement  in  his  room,  as  I  am  informed,  and 
as  such  joined  tlie  regiment.  It  is  best  to  have  these  mat- 
ters rectified  and  commissions  sent  to  the  right  persons. 
Thomas  Beyoux,  the  person  mentioned  in  the  third  com- 
mission has  resigned  some  lime  ago,  and  quit  the  regiment. 
The  Colonel  wishes  James  Johnson,  his  present  sergeant- 
major  to  fill  that  vacancy,  he  is  an  exceeding -good  officer, 
a  decent  lad  with  good  share  of  education,  and  in  my  opi- 
nion will  merit  the  promotion  to  which  as  the  first  non- 
commissioned officer  in  the  regiment  he  is  in  some  mea- 
sure entitled. 

"  I  am  your  most  obdt.  liumble  servt. 

"GEO.  CLINTON. 

«  To  the  Honble.  the  Presidt.  of 

the  Council  ol'  Salety." 

Ordered,  That  Townsend  be  appointed  paymaster 
to  Colonel  Duboys's  regiment,  vice  Siephen  Lush  pro- 
moted to  the  office  of  brigade-major  by  General  George 
Clinton ;  that  a  commission  be  issued  to  Azahel  Berry,  as 
ensign  of  the  company  number  tour,  of  the  fifth  battalion 
of  New-York  forces  in  the  army  of  the  United  Stales, 
(he  having  acted  as  such  since  raising  the  regiment,)  in 
the  stead  of  Jacobus  Sleglii,  who  declined  that  appoint- 
ment. 

That  a  commission  be  issued  to  Francis  Hanmore,  as 
ensign  of  the  sixth  company  of  the  fiftli  battalion  of  the 
said  forces,  which  office  he  now  sustains  in  the  regiment, 
though  by  some  mistake  a  commission  for  that  ensigncy 
was  issued  to  some  person  by  the  name  of  Arciubald 
Thompson,  who  is  unknown. 

That  a  commission  issue  to  James  Johnson  as  ensign  of 
the  company  number  eight  of  the  said  filth  battalion,  in  the 
stead  of  Thomas  Bayeaux,  who  has  resigned,  and  whose 
commission  is  now  returned  and  filed.  And 
245 


Ordered,  That  the  said  James  Johnson's  commission  be 
dated  this  day. 

A  letter  from  John  Williams,  Alexr.  Webster  and  Ebe- 
nezer  Clark,  dated  the  23rd  June,  was  read,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows, vizt : 

"  Sir — The  general  committee  for  this  county  met  at 
Schecnsbrough  the  20th  inst.  and  finding  tliemscives  sur- 
rounded with  difficulties  came  to  the  following  resolution, 
to  wit  : 

"  '  Resolved,  That  Colo.  Jno.  Williams,  Major  Webster 
and  Ebenezer  Clark,  Esqrs.  be  deputed  to  represent  to  the 
Council  of  Safety  of  this  State  the  present  siiuaiion  of  this 
county.' 

"  Agreeable  to  said  resolve,  we  met  and  beg  leave  to 
inform  you  of  the  following  facts  : 

"  The  sheriff  for  this  county,  agreeably  to  the  ordi- 
nance of  Convention  repaired  to  the  eastern  parts  of  this 
county,  in  order  to  put  up  the  notifications  for  the  election. 
But  the  inhabitants  informed  him  if  he  posted  it  up  they 
would  take  it  down,  by  which  means  there  was  no  election 
held  in  that  part  of  the  county  called  the  Hampsfiire 
Grants. 

"  The  committee  sent  to  Cumberland  and  Gloucester 
counties,  in  order  to  be  informed  how  they  meant  to  pro- 
ceed with  respect  to  the  Senators,  and  received  for  answer, 
that  the  New-Hampshire  Grants  had  declared  themselves 
independent,  and  would  not  let  the  county  coinmiitees  sit, 
nor  any  thing  be  transacted  under  the  jurisdiction  of  New- 
York.  ' 

"  The  people  on  this  side  the  Grants,  being  informed  of 
the  above,  was  at  a  loss  what  to  do.  Our  part  of  the 
county  being  so  small,  however,  concluded  to  elect  and 
inform  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety  of  their  proceed- 
ings, so  that  the  sense  of  the  said  Council  might  be  taken 
in  tlie  premises. 

"  Doubts  have  arisen  in  the  committee  whether  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Representatives  will  be  a  Stale  or  a  countv 
charge  ;  if  it  be  determined  to  be  the  latter,  we  could  by 
no  means  support  it,  if  the  whole  are  to  atlcnd,  being  but 
one-tliird  part  of  the  county  ;  therefore  must  beg  the 
Council  of  Safely  will  give  us  directions  how  to  proceed, 
that  the  people  at  large  may  be  quieted. 

"  Numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  county 
are  lately  from  the  old  country,  and  in  general  verv  poor, 
and  by  reason  of  the  before  mentioned  difficulties,  and 
their  objections  to  part  of  the  constitution,  would  not  vote; 
and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  there  was  any  election  lield. 
However,  we  can  assure  the  Council,  they  are  readv  and 
willing  to  do  every  thing  that  lies  in  their  power  to  support 
the  grand  cause  we  are  engaged  in.  Therefore,  we,  in 
behalf  of  ihe  people,  most  humbly  request  the  Honourable 
Council  of  Safety  will  propose  some  mode,  so  that  this 
part  of  the  county  might  be  represented  according  to  its 
number  of  inhabitants,  and  inform  us  what  number  of  Se- 
nate and  Assembly  we  are  to  send,  as  they  are  all  chosen 
in  this  part  of  the  county. 

"  The  answer  by  the  bearer  hereof  will  be  thankfully- 
acknowledged  by,  sir, 

'  Your  most  obedient  and  very  humb.  servts. 

"JNO.  WILLIAMS, 

  .  "ALEXR.  WEBSTER. 

"EBENEZER  CLARK. 

"  New-Perth,  June  23d,  1777. 
"  To  the  Honble.  President  and  Members 

of  the  Council  of  Safety  at  Jvingslon." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  committed  to  Mr.  Jay, 
Jlr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Morris,  and  that  tiiey 
report  liiereon. 

A  letter  from  Alexander  Webster,  dated  at  New-Perth, 
the  twenty-first  instant,  enclosing  •  the  oath  of  allegiance 
and  of  office  by  him  admininistered,  to  John  Williams, 
one  of  the  judges,  Edward  Savage,  sheriff,  and  Ebenezer 
Clark,  clerk  of  the  county  of  Charlotte,  was  received  and 
read. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  letter,  with  the  enclosures,  be 

^''^'igiier  from  Lynde  Lord,  dated  at  Litchfield,  the  twen- 
iv-ihirJ  instant,  accompanying  Gilbert  Forbes,  who  was 
ffnt  to  the  Slate  of  Connecticut  and  confined  in  custody  of 
Mr.  Lord  by  order  of  the  late  Provincial  Congress,  and  is 
now  brought  from  thence  to  this  place  by  order  of  this 
Board,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Gilbert  Forbes,  on  his  taking 
ihe  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State,  be  discharged. 

A  letter  from  Isaac  Smith,  a  captain  in  the  Orange 
county  militia,  with  the  resisnation  of  liis  commission,  was 
read,  and  referred  to  General  Scott,  to  write  to  General 
George  Clinton  on  the  subject. 

A  letter  from  Isaac  Sears,  dated  at  Boston,  the  thirteenth 
insUnt,  relative  to  a  briijantine  belonging  to  Messrs.  Hallet, 
Hazard  and  Blackwell,  Thomas  Witter,  Peter  Kittletas  and 
David  Van  Horn,  taken  by  Captain  Truxten  of  the  priva- 
teer ship  Mars,  in  the  port  of  Boston,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  said  letter  be  committed  to  Genl. 
Scott  and  Mr.  Yates.  And 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  transmit  copies  thereof 
to  the  said  owners. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning 
10  o'clock. 


DIE  JO  VIS,   10  HO.  A.  M. 

June  26,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

PmsENT — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Yates,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr. 
Plait,  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  .Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Harper,  Co- 
lonel De  Witt,  General  Scolt. 

The  sheriff  of  Ulster  county  attending,  delivered  in  the 
return  of  the  election  held  in  said  county  for  Governor, 
Lieutenant-Governor,  Senators  and  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  keep  the  said  returns  in 
safe  custody  till  further  orders. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Castle  be  authorized  to  take 
the  negro  fellow  (who  is  confined  in  jail)  on  board  the 
armed  sloop  under  his  command,  to  assist  in  transporting  the 
said  sloop  to  Fort  Montgomerie. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Castle  be  authorized  to  hire 
three  men  to  assist  in  transporting  his  sloop  to  Fort  Montgo- 
merie. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  do  issue  a  pardon  to  Peter 
Bush. 

Mr.  Jay,  to  whom  was  committed  the  letters  of  Governor 
Trumbull  of  the  second  and  twelfth  instant,  on  the  subject 
of  the  prisoners  gone  to  New-York  on  parol,  and  the  can- 
non lent  to  this  State,  reported  the  draft  of  a  letter  in 
answer  thereto,  which  was  read,  amended  and  agreed  to, 
and  is  in  the  words  followins,  to  wit: 

"  Sir — Your  E.xcellency's  letters  of  the  second  and 
twelfth  instant  have  been  laid  betore  the  Council  of  Safety, 
The  accounts  of  Prosper  Wclinore,  Esquire,  against  lliis 
Slate  have  been  examined  and  passed,  and  the  amount  will, 
by  the  first  opportunity,  be  remitted  to  him  or  paid  to  his 
order. 

"The  Council  are  sensible  of  the  trou!)le  given  tc  your 
Slate  by  the  disaffected  sent  thiilier  from  this  State,  and 
regret  the  necessity  which  rendered  that  measure  necessary. 

"  As  to  the  prisoners  alhided  to  in  vours  of  the  twelfth 
instant,  I  am  directed  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  your 
readiness  to  comply  with  their  request,  by  causing  the  pri- 
loners  of  this  State  now  on  parol  at  New-York  to  return, 


gives  them  great  satisfaction  ;  provisions  will  be  made  for 
their  accommodation  and  residence  in  tliis  Stale,  and  tlie 
Council  beg  the  favour  of  your  Excellency,  ntiniediaiely 
on  their  return  to  Connecticut,  to  take  their  parols,  lo  repair 
forthwith  lo  this  town. 

"  I  am  ordered  further  to  suggest  to  your  Excellency 
the  propiiety  of  fixing  a  short  though  reasonable  day  for 
their  return,  and  to  prevent  evasions  on  their  part|  the 
Council  are  desirous  that  a  vessel  with  a  flag  be  sent  at  the 
expense  of  this  Stale  to  New-York,  to  demand  ilicir  re- 
turn to  Connecticut  agreeable  lo  the  terms  of  their  parol, 
and  in  case  of  refusal,  that  the  evidences  of  it  mny  be  such 
and  so  preserved,  as  that  proper  use  may  be  made  of  it  in 
future. 

"  In  a  letter  to  the  late  Convention  of  this  State,  your 
Excellency  required  that  the  cannon  borrowed  of  Coimecli- 
cut  should  be  cither  returned  or  paid  for.  It  ever  wiil  be 
acknowledged  by  this  State  that  the  cannon  in  question 
belong  to  and  were  sent  by  your  State  to  this,  and  are  cither 
to  be  returned  or  paid  for  by  the  latter. 

"  The  Council  wish  that  this  demand  may  be  reconsi- 
dered or  for  the  present  [lostponed. 

"  Those  cannon  were  not  applied  lo  the  private  and  se- 
parate use  of  this  State  in  fitting  out  vessels  of  war  or 
otherwise,  but  they  were  placed  in  those  forts  which  were 
erected  by  Congress  to  preserve  that  line  of  communica- 
tion between  the  eastern  and  western  Slates,  which  they 
deemed  essential  to  the  safety  of  both,  and  of  which  they 
presumed  the  enemy  would  attempt  lo  deprive  thern,  by- 
gaining  the  command  of  Hudson's  river.  In  that  service 
those  cannon  siill  are,  should  they  be  taken  away,  oihers 
to  supply  their  places  cannot  be  furnished  by  ihis  Stale, 
the  far  greater  part  of  whose  artillery  has  been  lost  in  the 
service  of  the  Continent,  except  indeed  the  considerable 
number  now  in  service  in  Connecticut,  and  for  the  return 
of  which,  no  measures  have  as  yet  been  taken. 

"  Should  the  necessities  of  Connecticut  liowever  be 
deemed  such  as  lo  require  the  immediate  return  of,  or  pay- 
ment, for  the  cannon  in  question,  application  for  permission 
to  take  them  from  the  forts  and  transport  thein  to  vonr 
State  shall  immediately  be  made,  and  whatever  may  be  the 
consequence,  be  assured  that  the  people  of  tliis  Stale  will 
at  all  times  prefer  dangers  lo  violations  of  faith.  Should  per- 
mission to  return  thein  not  be  obtained,  and  the  Congress 
decline  paying  for  ihem,  we  will. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
"Your  Excellency's  most  obdt.  humble  servt. 

"  His  Excellency  Governor  Trumbull." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Certificates  signed  by  Richard  Esselstyne,  one  of  tiie 
justices  of  the  county  of  Albany  and  second  major  of  tlig. 
eighth  regiment  of  militia  in  the  said  county,  that  VVilliann 
Dingmanse,  Jacob  Dinjmanse,  Abraham  Meyer  and  Ku- 
dolphus  Dingmanse,  Jiinr.  (having  been  guilty  of  treason- 
able practices  against  this  Slate,)  have  surrendered  them- 
selves and  voluntarily  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this 
Stale,  and  pray  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  act  of  grace. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  issue  pardons  to  those  per- 
sons respectively. 

Adjourned  until  4  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Die  Jovis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  June  26,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  lo  adjournment. 

Presekt — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Harpur,  Mr.  Yates,  Colo.  De  Wit!,  Mr.  Piatt, 
Major  Tappen. 

Messrs.  Jay,  Morris  and  Robert  R.  Livinaston  being 
out  on  a  committee,  the  members  present  adjourned  until 
to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 
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DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

June  27,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Pbesent— Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Harpur,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Yates, 
Major  Van  2andt. 

Messrs.  Jay,  Morris  and  Robert  R.  Livingston  being 
out  on  a  committee  of  great  importance,  the  members  pre- 
sent adjourned  until  4  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Die  Veneris,  4  ho.  P.  M.  June  27,  1777. 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  PlaU,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Harpur,  Mr. 
Robt.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jay,  Jlr.  Morris,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Major 
Tappen. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Obadiah  Jones  and  others,  refugees  from  Long  island,  de- 
livered in  their  report,  which  was  read,  and  thereupon  the 
Council  came  to  the  following  resolutions,  vizt : 

Resolved,  That  (provided  His  Excellency  Governor 
Trumbull  shall  approve  thereof)  Obadiah  Jones,  John  Hul- 
bert  and  Thomas  Bearing,  or  any  two  of  them,  do  give 
permits  to  such  of  the  refugees  from  Long  island  as  re- 
side in  Connecticut  as  thev  shall  think  proper,  and  at  such 
times  and  under  such  restrictions  as  they  may  judge  pru- 
dent, to  pass  to  Long  island  to  get  off  their  effects. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Obediah  Jones,  John  Hulbart 
and  Thomas  Bearing,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  remove,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  this  State,  to  the  county  of  Butchess,  within  the 
same,  all  such  of  the  refugees  from  Long  island,  now  in 
Connecticut,  as  are  unable  to  maintain  themselves,  and 
are  willing  so  to  be  removed. 

Resolved,  That  one  hundied  pounds  be  advanced  to  the 
said  gentlemen  to  enable  them  to  execute  the  above  reso- 
lutions ;  and  that  they  account  with  the  Auditor-General  of 
this  State  for  the  expenditure  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  the  said 
sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  unto  Mr.  Paul  Reeve,  to  be 
by  him  conveyed  and  delivered  to  the  said  gentlemen,  or 
one  of  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  persons  so  to  be  removed,  shall  on 
their  arrival  in  Butchess  county,  be  under  the  care  of,  and 
supplied  with  necessaries  by,  Messrs.  Abraliam  Schenk 
and  Gideon  Ver  V'eelen,  commissioners  for  superintending 
and  providing  for  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  in 
the  said  county,  as  have  been  driven  from  their  habitations 
by  the  enemy. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Governor  Trumbull,  on  the  subject 
of  the  said  resolutions,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  as 
follows,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — A  petition  of  divers  refugees  from  Long  island, 
now  in  your  State,  has  been  presented  to  the  Council  of 
Safety,  together  with  a  copv  of  a  letter  Irom  your  Excel- 
lency to  the  committee  of  Saybrook,  of  the  fifth  of  May 
last.  The  petitioners  represent  that  many  of  them  left 
effects  of  considerable  value  behind  them  on  Long  island, 
and  pray  for  permission  to  letch  them  off. 

"  It  appearing  to  the  Council,  that  their  request  may  be 
complied  witii  without  injury  to  the  common  cause,  have 
come  to  certain  resolutions  on  that  subject,  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  encldse,  and  which  the  Council  hope  will 
meet  with  your  E.xcellency's  approbation. 

"I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
"  Your  Excellency's  most  obedt.  humble  servt. 
«  Hia  Excellency  Govr.  Tbumdull  " 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof,  signed  by  the  President, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  the  said  resolutions,  be  transmitted. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  several  letters 
of  the  fourteenth,  twenty-first  and  twenty-third  days  of 


June  instant,  from  Alexander  Webster,  Ebenezer  Clark, 
John  WiHiams  and  Jacob  Bailey,  Esqrs.  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  read,  amended  and  agreed  to,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  vizt : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  several  letters 
of  the  fourteenth,  twenty-first  and  twenty-third  days  of 
June  instant,  from  Alexander  Webster,  Ebenezer  Clark, 
John  Williams  and  Jacob  Bailey,  Esquires,  having  con- 
sidered the  same,  humbly  report  the  following  letters  and 
resolutions,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  Representatives  chosen  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Charlotte,  and  the  Senators  elected  for  ihc  caitern 
district  of  this  State,  ought,  on  being  notified  of  their  said 
appointments,  forthwith  to  repair  to  this  place,  and  take 
their  respective  seats  in  the  Legislature.  And  further,  iha; 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  the  Legislature  will  provide 
that  the  good  subjects  in  Charlotte  county,  wlio  voted  at 
the  late  election  for  the  Representatives  in  Assembly  for 
the  said  county,  and  Senators  for  the  eastern  district  afore- 
said, shall  not  be  charged  with  more  than  their  just  and 
proper  proportion  of  the  expense  to  be  incurred,  by  sending 
the  said  Represeiitatives  and  Senators  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Council,  that  rnanv 
evil  disposed  persons  in  the  eastern  district  of  this  Stale, 
are  endeavouring  to  erect  the  same  into  an  independent 
government,  and  give  out  that  they  are  encouraged  there- 
to by  several  members  of  the  Honourable  the  Continental 
Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  letter  be  written  to  our 
Belegates,  enclosing  copies  of  the  above  letters,  and  the 
report  of  the  committee  for  settling  the  boundaries  of  this 
State  ;  and  that  Major  Wheelock,  be  requested  to  repair 
to  Philadelphia,  and  to  give  to  our  Belegates  the  fullest 
information  of  ihe  present  situation  of  the  counties  of  Char- 
lotte, Cumberland  and  Gloucester. 

Resolved,  That  the  company  of  rangers  commanded  bv 
Captain  Walt,  be  peremptorily  ordered  to  repair  imme- 
diately to  Kinoston,  in  the  county  of  Ulster;  and  that  all 
arrears  of  their  pay  and  subsistence  be  paid  them  on  their 
arrival  there. 

Resolved,  That  two  hundred  dollars  be  advanced  to 
Captain  Benjamin  Wait,  in  order  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  said  company,  and  in  lieu  of  subsistence  money  while 
on  their  march  ;  and  that  on  their  arrival  at  Kingston  they 
may,  at  their  option,  receive  rations  instead  of  subsistence 
money.  And, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
said  Benjamin  Waite,  on  his  receipt,  the  said  two  hundred 
dollars. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  Council,  that 
there  are  great  deficiencies  in  the  number  of  troops  des- 
tined for  the  northern  department :  And  where.vs  they  are 
desirous  of  contributing  by  every  means  in  their  power  to 
strengthen  the  northern  army  :  Tlierefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  company  of  rangers  comn^ianded  by 
Captain  Joiin  Strong, and  the  company  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Simon  Stevens,  be  put  under  the  direction  of  Major-Ge- 
neral  Schuyler,  until  further  orders  ;  that  they  be  paid  the 
arrears  of  th-.ir  wages  and  subsislcnce  on  their  arrival  at 
such  stations  as  he  shall  assign  them  ;  and  tliat  it  be  at 
their  option  to  receive,  while  at  such  stations,  rations  in  the 
stead  of  subsistence  money- 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  Major-General 
Schuyler,  enclosing  the  above  resolutions,  and  requesting 
him  to  pay  the  arrears  of  the  said  company's  wages  and 
subsistence  on  their  arrival  at  such  stations  as  he  shall 
assign  them. 

Mr.  Yates  dissented  to  the  first  and  third  resolutions. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Major-General  Schuyler,  was  then 
read,  amended  and  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  gjii — Your  information  of  the  present  state  of  the  nor- 
thern army,  has  induced  the  Council  of  Safety  to  come  to 
a  lesolulion,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy. 
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.1  •pjjg  Council  hope  it  will  meet  your  approbation,  and 
requcs:  that  on  liie  arrival  of  the  rangers  to  the  station  you 
mav  ass'S"  ''i^""'  direct  that  their  arrears  be  paid  on 
account  of  lliis  Slate.  From  the  time  that  you  may  think 
proper  to  call  these  companies  into  Continental  service, 
Jjid  during  their  continuance  ia  it,  the  Council  expect  they 
will  receive  pay  and  rations  from  the  Continent. 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 
■  Major-General  Schotleb." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  that 
the  President  sign  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  Honoura- 
ble Major-General  Schyler. 

The  Council  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  ten 
o'clock. 


DIE  SABBATI,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

June  28,  1777. 

The  Councel  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayers  as  usual. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Tappen,  Mr.  Harpur,  Mr.  Vates,  Mr.  Cantine.  Genl.  Scott,  Mr. 
J«y,  Mr.  Kobert  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Colo. 
De  Witt. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Captain  Benjamin  Waite  (of  the  rangers  raised  in  Cumber- 
land and  Charlotte  counties  under  the  command  of  the  late 
Major  Joab  Hoisington,)  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds  three 
shillings  and  two  pence,  on  account  of  himself  and  the 
other  officers  of  his  company. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
General  Putnam,  of  the  twenty-first  instant,  delivered  in 
iheir  report,  which  was  read  and  recommitted  to  Mr.  Jay, 
Genl.  Scott  and  Mr.  Morris. 

Resolved,  That  the  sheriffs  who  shall  attend  this  board 
vriih  their  returns  of  the  election,  do  not  depart  this  town 
nnlil  dismissed  by  this  Council. 

A  leiicr  from  the  Honourable  Philip  Livingston,  James 
Duane  and  William  Duer,  Esqrs.  dated  at  Philadelphia, 
the  nineteenth  instant,  was  received  and  read,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit : 

"  Philadelyhia,  mh  June,  1777. 

"Honourable  Gentlemen — In  our  last  we  informed 
you  of  the  success  of  our  efforts  in  vindication  of  General 
Schuyler,  and  it  gives  us  great  satisfaction  to  observe  from 
your  vote  of  tlianks  to  Congress  and  other  circumstances, 
thai  the  honourable  issue  of  this  perplexed  and  delicate 
business  has  met  with  general  approbation.  Major-Gene- 
ral Gales,  a  few  days  since,  arrived  in  this  city,  greatly 
chagrined  and  enraged  against  your  Delegates,' to  whom 
he  ascribes  what,  without  any  solid  reason,  he  is  pleased 
10  call  his  disgrace.  As  in  lliis  inquiry  justice  has  been 
our  view  and  truth  our  ^uide,  we  feel  ourselves  very  in- 
different about  his  resentment. 

"  We  have  since  assiduously  laboured  two  points  of 
great  moment  to  the  Stale  whicii  we  have  the  honour  to 
represent.  The  first,  a  recommendation  of  Congress  to 
the  United  States  respectfully  to  encourage  and  facilitate 
our  being  supplied  with  salt  and  oiiicr  European  and  West 
India  commodities.  We  have  not  only  succeeded  in  this 
object,  but  with  a  testimonial  highly  to  the  honour  of  New- 
York,  obtained  the  additional  favour  of  a  grant  of  near 
2,000  bushels  of  the  public  salt  in  store  at  Plymouth,  in 
the  Massachusetts  Bay,  which  for  our  more  immediate  re- 
lief, the  Commissary-General  is  directed  to  exchange  for 
an  equal  quantity  nearer  to  our  State  if  it  can  be  done 
wiiliout  injury  to  the  service. 

"When  you  reflect  on  some  late  regulations  of  our  eastern 
neighbours,  you  will  readily  perceive  the  policy  of  the  first 


of  these  resolutions,  which  evidently  implies  a  reprobaticT5 
of  the  ungenerous  restraints  which  they  have  imposed  upon 
a  sister  and  confederated  Si.ite  whose  misfortuiies  and  dis- 
tresses demanded  a  very  different  treatment,  since  they 
were  drawn  upon  her  only  on  account  of  her  attachment  ta 
the  common  cause. 

"  The  secret  committee,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of 
Congress,  have  given  us  an  order  for  the  salt,  and  we  shall 
endeavour  to  negociate  the  exchange  with  the  Commissa- 
ry-General, and  by  the  first  opportunity  inform  you  of  the 
result ;  the  price  will  be  that  which  is  current  al'Plymouth. 
Several  authenticated  copies  of  the  resolutions  we  enclose, 
conceiving  you  will  have  occasion  to  communicate  them  to 
some  of  the  neighbouring  States.  To  publish  them  we 
think  would  not  be  prudent,  as  by  disclosing  ouv  distresses 
it  would  but  too  probably  give  a  double  keenness  to  the 
spirit  of  extortion  which  so  shamefully  prevails  throughout 
the  United  States,  and  prevent  your  purchasing  any  neces- 
saries but  on  the  most  exorbitant  terms. 

"  The  other  point  which  we  had  at  heart,  and  which  has 
employed  much  of  our  attention,  was  a  regulation  of  the 
Commissary-General's  department. 

"  The  abuses  which  had  crept  into  it  from  the  want  of 
method  and  proper  checks,  the  folly  of  the  purchasms:  and 
the  negligence  of  the  issuing  commissaries,  to  say  nothing  of 
fraud  and  embezzlement, called  aloud  for  reformation  ;  and 
the  depreciation  of  our  bills  of  credit,  to  which,  more  than 
any  other  cause,  it  contributed,  made  it  a  subject  still  more 
serious  and  important.  A  system  is  formed  which,  if  pro- 
perly carried  into  effect,  will  be  productive  of  that  economy 
which  in  all  our  affairs  seems  hitherto  to  have  been  but 
little  practised  ;  it  is  now  in  the  press,  and  should  it  lie 
published  before  these  despatches  are  closed,  we  shall  not 
fail  to  transmit  it. 

"  When  we  observe  how  much  depended  upon  a  pur- 
chasing commissary,  who  from  the  vast  sums  at  his  dispo- 
sal, commanded  the  market  and  had  great  influence  on  the 
internal  affairs  of  a  State,  we  thought  it  of  great  conse- 
quence to  get  this  business  as  far  as  we  were  immediately 
concerned,  conducted  by  one  of  our  fellow  citizens  upon 
whose  probity,  capacity  and  patriotism  a  firm  reliance 
could  be  placed.  W'iih  this  view  we  recommended  Jacob 
Cuyler,  Esqr.  of  Albany,  as  deputy  commissary-general 
for  the  northern  department,  and  though  infinite  pains  were 
taken  to  disappoint  us  and  continue  the  business  in  eastern 
hands,  we  finally  prevailed.  This  and  other  urgent  affairs 
have  put  it  out  of  our  power  to  bring  forward  the  instruc- 
tion of  our  late  Convention  respecting  the  new  Connecti- 
cut government  attempted  to  be  established  within  our 
jurisdiction.  We  have  for  some  time,  however,  been  pav- 
ing the  way  for  its  success,  and  have  reason  to  expect  lliat 
every  thing  will  be  done  for  our  Stale  on  this  occasion 
which  is  consistent  with  justice  and  the  public  good.  The 
beginning  of  next  week  is  the  lime  we  have  fixed  upon  for 
its  introduction. 

"  The  expectations  of  a  visit  at  this  city  from  General 
Howe  appeared  last  week,  from  the  movements  of  his 
army,  to  be  very  probable.  They  now  grow  more  and 
more  remote.  Intimidated  by  the  spirit  and  vigour  of 
the  Jersey  militia,  who  turned  out  to  a  man,  and  were 
ready  to  meet  him  in  front  while  the  Continental  troops 
were  in  his  rear ;  instead  of  pressing  forward  he  is  bu- 
sily employed  in  entrenching  his  army  on  strong  ground 
near  Millston,  as  if  resolved,  for  some  time  at  least,  to 
act  on  the  defensive.  General  Washington's  regular  forces 
are  much  belter  appointed  and  in  all  respects  superior  to 
any  he  ever  commanded.  In  courage  they  are  ef|ual  to 
the  enemy,  in  number  exceed  them,  as  well  as  in  the  good- 
ness of  their  cause  ;  besides  they  are  daily  gaining  strength 
while  the  enemy  are  diminishing  by  desertion :  so  that  every 
thing  wears  a  smiling  aspect,  and  with  the  blessing  of 
Heaven,  seems  to  promise  a  fortunate  issue  to  this  critical 
campaign. 
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"  We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  utmost  regard, 
honourable  gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

"  PHIL.  LIVINGSTON, 
"JAS.  DUANE, 
"WM.  DUER. 
"  -P.  S.    Be  pleased  lo  forward  a  copy  of  the  resolu- 
tion for  making  a  present  to  Mr.  Tilgiiman. 

"  Honour.  Council  of  Safely 

of  the  State  of  New-York." 

The  resolutions  of  Congress  referred  to,  and  came  en- 
closed in  the  above  letter  was  tlien  read,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  vizi : 

"  In  CoifOREss,  nth  Jtint,  1777. 

"  Whereas,  the  State  of  New-York,  long  the  seat 
of  the  present  unprovoked  war,  and  a  principal  object 
of  the  vengeance  of  our  implacable  enemies,  liaih  been, 
among  other  calamities,  for  a  considerable  time  deprived 
of  her  seaports,  and  of  all  tlie  advantages  and  supplies  of 
European  and  West  India  commodities  which  other  states 
derive  from  commerce,  and  it  being  represented  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  Slate  are  more  immediately  dis- 
tressed for  want  of  salt,  which  though  a  necessary  article 
of  life  they  have  no  prospect  of  procuring  without  the  in- 
terposition of  Congress.  And  it  being  the  duly  of  Con- 
gress, as  well  of  the  respective  United  States,  lo  alleviate, 
as  far  as  may  be  in  their  power,  the  distresses  brought 
down  upon  any  branch  of  the  confederacy  on  the  account 
of  its  vigourous  opposition  to  llie  common  enemy,  and  its 
virtuous  struggles  in  the  great  and  glorious  cause  in  which 
all  are  equally  engaged,  and  the  mhabitants  of  New-York 
having  persevered,  amidst  the  several  trials  and  losses,  with 
vigour  and  fortitude  in  the  defence  of  the  liberties  of  Ame- 
rica : 

"  Resolved,  therefore.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
executive  power  or  Legislatures  of  the  respective  States 
lo  encourage  and  facilitate  the  supplying  of  the  inhabitants 
of  New-York  while  they  shall  continue  lo  be  deprived  of 
the  benefit  of  importation,  with  salt  and  other  European 
and  West  India  commodities  of  which  they  may  stand  in 
need. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to 
sell  to  the  Council  of  Safety  or  Delegates  of  the  Stale  of 
New- York,  a  cargo  of  about  two  thousand  bushels  of  salt, 
imported  by  Congress,  and  now  in  store  in  Plymouth,  in 
the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  that  the  Commissary-General 
be  directed,  if  it  can  be  done  without  prejudice  to  the  pub- 
lic interest,  to  exchange  for  the  said  cargo  of  sail  an  equal 
quantity  nearer  lo  the  Sta'e  of  New-\ork,  that  the  distress 
of  its  inhabitants  in  that  respect  may  be  more  immediately 
relieved. 

"  Copy  from  the  Journals  of  Congress, 

"  CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec']/." 
A  letter  from  the  Honourable  William  Duer,  Esquire,  | 
dated  at  Philadelphia  the  nineteenth  instant,  was  received 
and  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Philada.  June  19th,  mi. 

"  Sir — When  General  Schuvler  left  this  place,  I  re- 

?iiesled  the  favour  of  him  to  apply  in  my  name  lo  the 
[onourable  the  Council  of  Safely  for  permission  of  absence 
for  six  weeks,  and  that  ihcy  vvoukl  be  pleased  lo  order  Mr. 
Morris  <o  attend  in  my  place. 

"  As  I  have  not  yet  received  leave  of  absence,  I  am  to 
impute  it  to  Genl.  Schuyler's  neglect  in  making  the  appli- 
cation to  the  Council  of  Safely,  which  I  requested  him. 

"I  have  therefore,  sir,  to  request  the  favour  of  you  lo 
solicit  the  Council  of  Safety  to  grant  me  leave  of  absence 
for  six  weeks  ;  as  my  presence  is  absolutely  necessary  not 
only  to  arrange  my  private  affairs,  which  are  totally  in 
disorder,  but  likewise  lo  adjust  several  accounts  with  the 
State  of  New-York,  and  the  United  Slates,  which  no  one 
but  myself  can  properly  adjust. 

"When  the  Council  consider  that  I  have  been  steadily 
engaged  in  the  public  service,  without  intermission,  for  14 
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months  past,  not  having  once  obtained  leave  of  absence  to 
visit  my  own  home,  I  flatter  myself  my  request  will  not 
appear  unreasonable. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
"  Your  most  obedt.  hble.  servi. 

"WM.  DUER. 

"Honble.  Piekke  Vak  Cortlanbt, 
Prest.  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of 
the  State  of  Kew-York." 

Ordered,  Thai  the  aforegoing  letters  and  resolutions  of 
Congress  be  referred  to  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Morris  and  ."^Ir. 
Robert  R.  Livingston. 

The  petition  of  Arnout  Vielie,  of  the  manor  of  Livinc- 
ston,  adjudged  guilty  of  treasonable  practices  and  senienccd 
to  be  hanged.  To  the  said  petition  is  subscribed  the  names 
of  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Claverack,  and  the 
manor  of  Livingston,  soliciting  that  the  prayer  of  the  said 
petition  may  be  granted.  The  same  was  read  :  And  there- 
upon. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
till  next  Tuesday. 

A  certificate  in  the  words  following,  was  read  and  filed, 
to  wit : 

"  These  may  certify  to  the  Honourable  Legislature  of 
this  Stale,  that  there  are  now  at  least  about  seventy  able 
bodied  men  enlisted  into  the  companies  that  I  have  been 
appointed  lo  raise  in  the  northeastern  parts  of  the  said 
Stale ;  and  that  but  two  officers  under  me  have  as  yet 
received  commissions. 

"  As  witness  my  hand, 

"JOHN  WHEELOCK,  Major. 

"  Kingston,  June  28,  1777." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  make  out  and  deliver  lo 
Major  Wheelock  one  blank  captain's  and  one  blank  lieu- 
tenant's commission. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
William  Alberlson  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read 
and  agreed  to,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Your  committee,  lo  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
William  Alberlson,  humbly  report  the  following  facts  and 
resolutions  : 

"  It  appears  to  your  committee  that  William  Alberlson 
purchased  two-thirds  of  the  sloop  Charlotte  Elizabeth,  and, 
as  he  says,  (and  there  is  much  reason  lo  believe,  from  a 
paper  that  he  produces,)  that  he  afterwards  purchased  the 
remaining  third;  thai  lie  sold  the  said  sloop  to  one  Frederick 
Williams, (as  hesays,and  is  vvillingio  confirm  with  his  oath,) 
for  two  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  ;  that  he  olfers  no  other 
evidence  of  this  bargain,  except  a  bond  from  the  said 
Frederick  Williams  for  eighty-six  pounds,  six  shillings  and 
eight  pence ;  that  bonds  for  ihe  remainder  of  the  said  two 
hundred  and  sixty  pounds,  except  fifteen  pounds  which  ihe 
said  William  Alliertson  acknowledses  to  have  received,  are 
I  (as  he  asserts  and  is  willing  to  confirm  by  his  oath)  in  the 
hands  of  ,  now  m  New-Jersey,  and  so  near  ihe 

enemy  that  he  can  not  obtain  them,  and  that  he  has  not  re- 
ceived any  money  in  payment  ot  the  said  bonds,  except 
what  is  abfve  mentioned  ;  that  it  does  not  clearly  appear 
where  the  said  Frederick  Williams  now  is,  but  as  he  has 
been  apprehended  heretofore  as  a  disaffected  person,  and 
is  now  said  to  be  absent  from  home,  it  is  presumed  by  the 
said  William  that  he  is  with  the  enemy. 

Resolved,  That  though  there  appears  to  be  some  equity 
in  the  claim  of  the  said  William  Alberlson.  vet  for  want  of 
further  evidence,  and  its  being  a  matter  cognizable  in  the 
courts  of  law,  ihe  Council  ought  not  lo  make  any  determi- 
notions  therein. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  till  4  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Die  Sabbati,  4  ho.  P.  M.  June  28,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.  PTPsidenl. 
Mr.  Harpur,  Colo.  De  WiU,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Tredwell, 
'  Mr.  Cantine,  General  Scott,  Major  Tappen. 
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A  letter  from  the  sheriff  of  Albany  county,  accompany- 
me  tiie  returns  of  the  elections  in  the  said  county,  and  in 
ihe  county  of  Tryon,  was  read  and  liled. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  keep  the  said  returns  in 
safe  custody  until  further  orders. 

A  lelter'from   Samuel  Sacket,  a  captain  in  Colonel 

Henry  B.  Livingston's  regiment,  dated  the  twenty-eight 

day  of  June  instant,  was  received  and  read,  and  is  in  the 

words  following,  vizt : 

"To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety 

for  the  Slate  of  New- York. 

"  Gentlemen — Permit  me  to  lay  before  you  a  state  of 
facts,  (as  I  looked  upon  myself  to  be  aggrieved)  would 
humbly  beg  you  to  take  into  consideration. 

*'  June  28{h,  1775,  I  was  commissioned  by  the  Conven- 
tion of  this  State,  a  first  lieutenant,  and  went  to  the  north- 
ward with  General  Montgomerie.  My  captain  went  home 
from  Montreal ;  the  General  thought  proper  to  promote  me 
to  a  captaincy.  I  recruited  a  company  and  served  in  Ca- 
nada until  the  New-York  regiments  left  that  country,  taking 
rank  and  receiving  pay  according  to  the  General's  appoint- 
ment. Last  November  the  committee  of  arrangement  of 
this  State  did  me  the  honour  to  appoint  me  the  first  captain 
of  Colonel  Henry  B.  Livingston's  regiment,  and  the  fifili 
in  the  Slate,  which  was  giving  me  the  rank  I  was  entitled 
to  by  that  appointment.  The  field  olEcers  of  the  regiment 
have  lately  thought  proper  to  make  an  arrangement,  and 
placed  me  the  third  captain  of  the  regiment.  As  this  not  only 
affects  me  in  our  own  regiment  but  throughout  the  State, 
and  takes  from  me  that  rank  which  the  Convention  gave 
me,  would  beg  the  Honourable  Council  to  take  the  matter 
into  consideration  and  give  me  redress. 

"  As  the  want  of  a  commission  is  all  the  pretence  for 
depriving  me  of  my  rank,  could  I  obtain  one  of  the  date  of 
my  appointment  by  General  Montgomery,  I  should  esteem 
it  a  great  favour,  as  that  would  establish  my  rank  with 
officers  of  other  States. 

"  With  the  greatest  respect,  I  am,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obedt.  hum.  servt. 

"  SAML.  SACKET. 

"  Kingtton.  June  2Sth.  1775. 

"  P.  S.  General  Montgomerie  appointed  me  a  captain 
November  the  •25th,  1775." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  be  sent  to  Colo. 
Henry  B.  Livingston,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  inform 
this  Council  by  what  authority  the  field  oificers  of  his  re- 
giment have  altered  the  arrangement  thereof,  made  by  the 
committee  of  the  late  Convention,  for  that  purpose  ap- 
pointed pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  Honourable  the 
General  Congress. 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  at  Saratoga,  June 
the  iwenty-sixlh,  was  read  and  follows,  vizt : 

"  Saratoga,  June  26,  1777.  j 

"  Sir — Having  brought  affairs  at  Ticonderoga,  in  some  I 
better  train  than  I  found  them,  and  left  the  necessary  direc-  i 
tions  for  carrying  on  the  works  at  that  and  the  other  posts  I 
on  the  communication,  I  yesterday  returned  to  this  place 
on  my  way  to  Albany,  to  remove  that  cloud  of  confusion 
which  has  of  late  enveloped  our  affairs  in  the  northern  de- 
partment, and  last  night  I  received  a  line  from  General  St. 
Clair,  advising  me  that  part  of  the  enemy  were  seen  en- 
camped at  Gilliland's  creek,  which  is  about  forty-five  miles 
from  Ticonderoga  ;  that  some  of  their  shipping  were  there 
with  them  ;  that  he  does  not  imagine  they  mean  a  serious 
attack  on  Ticonderoga.  Should  his  conjectures  be  well 
founded,  this  movement  of  theirs  is  probably  intended  to 
cover  an  attack  on  the  Mohawk  river,  or  an  attempt  to  ha- 
ms us  on  the  communication,  or  to  penetrate  to  New- 
Hampshire. 

"I  have  some  reason  to  suspect  the  latter,  and  have  ex- 
tended my  attention  to  guard  as  much  as  possible  against 
either;  but  the  slender  force  I  have  does  not  Hatter  me 
with  so  effectual  an  opposition  as  might  be  wished.  I 


shall  however  hope  that  they  will  not  be  able  to  make  any 
capital  impression  in  any  quarter. 

"  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  request  Mr.  Fuller  not  to 
sell  the  crops  of  grass  at  bkcncsi)orough  until  I  could  do 
myself  the  honour  to  write  to  the  Council  of  Safely  on  the 
subject.  It  is  much  wanted  for  the  public  servire,  and  I 
shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  the  Council  of  Safely  will  please 
to  order  an  appraisement  to  determine  the  value,  aiui  direct 
that  it  be  put  into  the  care  of  the  assistant  quaricr-niaster 
at  that  post.  Payment  will  be  ordered  for  it  witliout 
delay. 

"  We  are  greatly  distressed  for  rigging  of  even,-  kind, 
for  the  vessels  constructing  on  Lake  George,  am!  at  a  loss 
from  whence  to  procure  any  ;  should  there  be  anv  in  tiiis 
State,  in  the  power  of  the  Council  to  command,  permit 
me  to  entreat  tor  a  supply,  and  that  I  may  be  advised 
where  and  to  whom  to  apply,  and  that  the  necessary 
orders  for  its  delivery  be  expedited. 

"  In  the  night  between  Sunday  and  Monday,  some  mis- 
creant lodged  fire  in  the  wall  of  my  house  at  this  place  m 
such  a  manner  as  to  communicate  with  a  wall  plate,  good 
part  of  the  side  of  which  was  reduced  to  a  coal  before  the 
fire  was  discovered,  which  was  immediately  after  it  beaan 
to  blaze  up,  and  happily  extinguished  without  any  da- 
mage. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

"  Your  and  the  Honourable  CounciTs 

"  Most  obedient  humble  servant, 
"PH.  SCHUYLER. 

"  Honble.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Stc." 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  committed  to  Mr.  Morris 
and  General  Scott. 

Major  Jonathan  Lawrence,  a  member  of  the  late  Con- 
vention, and  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  bv  the 
said  Convention  for  erecting  salt  works  within  this  .State, 
attending,  produced  a  speech,  by  himself  and  William 
Harpur,  made  to  the  Oneida  Indians,  with  an  agreement 
to  allow  them  four  dollars  for  every  bushel  of  salt  which 
they  make  and  deliver  at  Fort  Schuyler.  The  same  was 
read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
"  Brothers  of  the  Five  Nations  : 

"The  ships  belonging  to  the  King  of  England 
having  possession  of  the  seaports  of  our  particular  State, 
which  at  present  prevents  our  getting  a  sufficient  supply  of 
salt  for  Its  inhabitants,  and  the  Great  Council  of  the  State 
of  New-York,  at  their  council  fire  at  Esopus,  having  been 
informed  that  large  quantities  of  salt  may  be  boiled  from 
spring  water  within  the  territories  of  their  old  friends  the 
Five  Nations,  have  thought  proper  to  appoint  us  commis- 
sioners to  contract  with  you  concerning  the  making  of  salt ; 
and  as  we  wish  to  cultivate  a  business  which  would  tend 
to  our  mutual  advantage,  we  have  thought  proper  to  com- 
municate our  proposals  to  our  brethren  by  letter,  which 
are,  that  if  any  of  our  friends  incline  to  make  salt  and  de- 
liver it  at  Fort  Schuyler,  we  will  appoint  a  person  there  to 
receive  it,  who  will  pay  them  for  every  skippel  delivered 
there,  foui  dollars.  We  salute  you  by  our  friend  Thomas 
Spencer,  w!vo  is  the  bearer. 

"J.  LAWRENCE, 
"W.  HARPUR. 

("  With  three  strings  wampum.) 
"  Oneida,  the  IGth  June,  1777." 

"  Sir — The  above  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  we  have  sent  to 
the  Five  Nations,  by  which  you  will  see  we  have  obligated 
ourselves  to  take  from  them  all  the  salt  they  may  think 
proper  to  deliver  here,  paying  them  at  the  rate  of  four 
dollars  per  skippel  for  all  they  will  bring.  We  have  now 
to  request  you  to  receive  and  pay  loi  all  the  salt  which 
may  be  brought,  in  consequence  ot  our  proposals  to  them, 
at  the  price  therein  mentioned.  What  salt  you  may  receive, 
you  will  please  to  have  put  into  casks  and  carefully  headed 
and  secured,  and  kept  until  you  receive  orders  from  the 
commissioners  for  erecting  salt  works  within  this  State,  or 
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from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New- York,  for  the 
disposal  thereof. 

"  We  are,  &c. 

"Fort  Schuyler,  ISth  June,  1777. 
"To  John  Hansens,  £sqr.  Commissary 

of  Stores  for  the  Wcstera  DeparlmenL" 

The  same  was  read  and  immediately  taken  into  consi- 
deration.   And  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  Council  do  approve  of  the  said  agree- 
ment, and  accept  thereof  on  behalf  of  the  Slate.  That 
the  State  have  all  the  benefits  arising  from  the  said  agree- 
ment and  bear  the  expense  ihereot. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  examine  the  ballots  and  poll 
lists,  returned  by  the  sheriff  of  Charlotte  county,  of  the 
election  held  for  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor  and  for 
Senators  of  the  eastern  district.  After  having  gone 
through  the  same, 

Adjourned  until  Monday  morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  LUN^,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

June  30,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pbesent — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Van  Zaadt,  Major  Tappen,  Mr-  Har- 
pur,  Colo.  De  Witt. 

A  suflScient  number  of  members  not  appearing,  the  mem- 
bers present  adjourned  until  4  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Die  Lun.3E,  4  ho.  P.  M.  June  30,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Har- 
pur,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Cantine. 

A  sufficient  number  of  members  not  as  yet  appearing, 
the  members  present  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning, 
ten  o'clock. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  a.  m. 

July  1,  1777. 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Fbesent — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr-  Yates,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Cantine,  Major  Tap- 
pen,  Mr.  Harpur,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Genl.  Scott. 

The  petition  of  James  Hevvetson,  adjudged  guilty  of 
treasonable  practices  against  the  State,  and  sentenced  to 
be  hanged  by  the  neck  till  he  be  dead,  praying  to  be  par- 
doned, was  read,  and  immediately  taken  into  consideration. 
The  question  being  put  whether  the  prayer  of  the  said  pe- 
tition be  granted,  it  was  earned  in  the  negative,  nem.  con. 
Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  re- 
jected. 

The  petition  of  Benjamin  Smith,  confined  on  board  the 
Fleet  prison,  praying  to  be  discharged,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Benjamin  Smith,  on  his  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  be  discharged. 

The  petition  of  Samuel  Herring,  a  disaffected  person, 
confined  in  the  jail  of  Kingston,  praying  tliat  he  be  permit- 
ted to  work  at  his  trade  with  Mr.  John  Dumont. 

Ordered,  That  the  sheriff  permit  the  said  Samuel  Her- 
ring to  reside  and  work  at  his  trade  with  John  Dumont, 
Esqr.  until  further  orders. 

A  certificate,  dated  Dutchess  county,  June  the  twenty- 
eighth,  1777,  signed  by  James  Van  Der  Burgh,  lieutenant- 
colonel,  that  Roger  Cutler,  of  Pawlinif's  precinct,  appeared 
before  him,  and  hath  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this 
State,  as  prescribed  by  Convention. 


Ordered,  That  the  President  do  issue  a  pardon  to  the 
said  Roger  Cutler  aforesaid. 

Council  adjourned  until  this  afternoon,  4  o'clock. 

Die  Martis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  July  1,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esquire,  President. 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Cantine,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Harpur, 
Colo.  De  Witt.  Genl.  Scott. 

i\Ir.  Van  Zandt  being  indisposed,  and  there  not  being  a 
sutHcient  number  of  members  to  proceed  on  business,  the 
members  present  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  10 
o'clock. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  no.  a.  m. 

July  2,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Major  Tappen.  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr. 
Kobt.  R.  Livingston,  Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Harpur, 
Mr.  Morris,  Colonel  De  Wilt. 

The  petition  of  Arnout  Vielie,  of  the  manor  of  Living- 
ston, adjudged  guilty  of  treason  against  the  Stale,  and  sen- 
tenced to  be  hanged  by  ihe  neck  until  he  be  dead,  praying 
to  be  pardoned,  was  again  read  and  taken  into  considera- 
tion. 

The  question  being  put,  whether  the  prayer  of  tlie  said 
petition  be  granted,  it  was  carred  in  the  negative  nem. 
con. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  re- 
jected. 

A  letter  from  Cornelius  Steinrods,  relative  to  a  farm  by 
him  purchased  of  Stephen  De  Lancey,  and  suspected  by 
the  commissioners  of  sequestration  in  VVestclicsler  county, 
to  be  a  sham  or  fraudulent  purchase. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  commissioners  be  informed 
thereof,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  inform  this  Council 
of  their  reasons  for  suspecting  ihe  said  sale. 

A  letter  from  Richard  Peters,  Esquire,  secretary  lo  the 
Board  of  War,  dated  June  the  sixteenth,  1777,  enclosing 
two  resolutions  of  Congress,  dated  April  the  first,  was  re- 
ceived, read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit : 

"  (Tar  Office,  June  16th,  1777, 

"  Sir — By  order  of  the  Board  of  War,  I  have  the  ho- 
nour of  enclosing  you  two  resolves  of  Congress,  lo  the 
latter  whereof  I  would  particularly  request  your  immedi- 
ate aiieniion,  as  great  inconveniences  daily  arise  from  the" 
lists  of  the  army  not  being  completely  relumed.  You  will 
be  pleased  also  to  render  an  account  to  the  Board  of  all 
moneys  expended  on  account  of  prisoners  of  war,  and 
sums  paid  to  them.  You  will  be  pleased  to  be  very  exact 
in  the  account,  and  see  that  no  charges  are  omitted,  as 
the  enemy  are  rigidly  accurate  in  their  charges  against  the 
States  on  account  of  prisoners  ;  all  sums  omitted,  will  be 
lost  by  the  State  wherein  the  charge  was  neglected  to  be 
made. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be 

"  Your  very  obt.  servant. 

"RICHARD  PETERS,  Secy. 

"  Honourable  Council  of  Safety, 

State  of  New-York." 

"  In  Congress,  Istjipril,  1777. 

"  Resolved,  That  no  officer  already  appointed,  or  to  be 
hereafter  appointed  in  the  army  of  the  United  Slates,  shall 
take  rank  by  virtue  of  a  commission  ante-dated,  but  rank 
shall  be  determined  by  the  time  of  appointment,  unless 
otherwise  directed  by  special  resolution  of  Congress. 

"  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legislature,  and  in 
their  recess,  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  respective 
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Sutcj  «hal  they  forthwith  transmit  to  the  Board  of  War, 
eut  t  fists  of  all  officers  appointed  by  them  in  the  Conti- 
nental army,  with  the  dates  of  their  commissions  and  times 
of  Uieir  appointment. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"  CHAS.  THOMSON,  Secy." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  resolutions  be  referred 
to  a  committee,  and  that  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Harpur  and  Colo. 
De  Wilt  be  the  commitiee. 

The  petition  of  Richardson  Thurman,  a  prisoner  con- 
fined on  board  the  Fleet  prison,  was  received  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Richardson  Thurman,  on  tak- 
ing the  oath  of  allegiance  and  paying  the  expenses  of  his 
confinement,  be  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  ^lajor  Henry  Schenk  do  deliver  to  Cor- 
nelius C.  Elmendorph,  commissary  of  provisions  to  the 
Fleet  prison  or  his  order,  two  tierces  of  the  salt  belonging 
to  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  commissary  cause  the  said  salt 
to  be  transported  to  this  town,  and  that  he  acquaint  this 
Board  of  its  arrival. 

Ordered,  That  Colo.  De  Witt,  Capt.  Piatt  and  Mr. 
Yates  be  a  committee  to  devise  and  report  the  most  proper 
mode  for  distributing  the  salt  which  is  or  may  be  imported 
into  this  State,  among  the  inhabitants  thereof 

Two  certificates  signed  by  Richard  Esselstyne,  second 
major  of  the  eighth  regiment  of  the  Albany  militia,  and 
one  of  the  justices  in  the  county  of  Albany,  that  Peter 
Dingmanse  and  Henry  L  Meesick,  having  been  guilty  of 
treasonable  practices,  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  as 
prescribed  by  the  act  of  grace,  and  praying  the  pardon  of 
their  crimes. 

Another  certificate  signed  by  Cornelius  Duboys,  lieute- 
nant-colonel of  the  eleventh  regiment  of  the  militia,  that 
Johannes  Markel,  who  having  been  guilty  of  treasonable 
practices,  hath  taken  the  oalh  of  allegiance  as  prescribed 
by  the  act  of  grace,  and  prays  the  pardon  of  his  crimes. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  do  issue  pardons  to  the 
sbove  persons  respectively. 

A  letter  from  Governor  Trumbull,  dated  the  25th  June, 
ulto.  relative  to  the  prisoners  of  this  State  gone  to  New- 
York  on  parol,  and  enclosing  a  vote  of  the  minutes  of  the 
Council  of  Connecticut,  authorizing  Doctor  Piatt  Town- 
tend  and  all  others,  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  to  manu- 
facture salt  in  Connecticut,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Stale,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  substance  of  the  said  vote  be  pu- 
blished in  the  newspapers. 

A  letler  from  Brigadier-General  Ten  Broeck,  dated  at 
Albany,  June  the  thirticih,  enclosing  ihe  proceedings  of 
a  general  court  martial,  held  at  Albany  on  the  twenty-fifth 
of  June,  was  read  and  filed.  Wherein  it  appears  that  An- 
dries  Huyck  of  Schodack,  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck,  was  tried,  and  is  by  the  said  court  martial,  adjudged 
guilty  of  adhering  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  other 
the  enemies  of  the  Stale  of  New-York,  and  sentenced  to 
pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  to  remain  a  priso- 
ner until  he  pays  the  said  fine.  The  same  was  immedi- 
ately taken  into  consideration,  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  this  Council  doth  approve  of  the  judg- 
ment and  sentence  of  the  said  court  martial,  and  that  the 
same  stand  confirmed. 

A  pay  roll  of  the  officers  of  the  militia,  who  sat  on  the 
same  general  court  martial  at  Albanv,  and  an  account  of  the 
expenses  of  the  said  court  martial  was  also  transmitted  by 
General  Ten  Broeck,  was  received  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  pay  roll  and  account  be  handed 
to  the  Auditor-General,  who  is  directed  to  audit  the  same 
for  payment. 

The  Council  adjourned  until  this  afternoon  4  o'clock. 


Die  Mercurii,  4  Jio.  P.  M.  July  2,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Corllamlt,  Esur.  President. 

Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Harpur,  Colo.  Dt  Wilt,  .Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Robt-  R. 
Livingston,  Major  Tappen,  iVIajor  Van  Zaiidt,  .Mr.  Vales,  iMr.  .Morris, 
Mr.  Jay. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  examine  the  ballots  and  poll 
lists  of  the  elections  held  in  the  counties  of  Dutchess  and 
Ulster,  as  returned  by  the  shentTs  of  ilie  said  counties. 
After  having  gone  through  the  same,  they  adjourned  until 
to-morrow  ten  o'clock. 


DIE  JO  VIS,  10  HO   A.  M. 

July  3,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Jay,  iMajor  Tapptn,  Mr.  Yates,  General  Scott,  ."^Ir. 
Tredwell,  Mr.  Cantine,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Morris. 

Mr.  Jay  reported  the  drafts  of  ihe  fullowing  letters, 
which  were  read  and  approved  of,  to  wit ; 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  New- York  Delegates  in  Con- 
gress, on  the  subject  of  the  revolt  in  the  iiorllieasteni  p^rt 
of  this  State,  and  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Jacob  C  jvler 
to  the  office  of  deputy  commissary-general  to  the  northern 
department,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Gentlemen — Your  letter  of  the  nineteenth  instant, 
with  the  papers  enclosed  in  it,  have  been  laid  before  the 
Council  of  Safely.  The  attention  which  the  Congress  has 
been  pleased  to  pay  to  the  distresses  of  this  Slate  gives 
great  and  general  satisfaction,  and  you  will  be  pleased  to 
present  to  that  Honourable  House  tiie  most  sincere  thanks 
of  the  Council.  This  instance  of  benevolence  and  concern 
for  the  welfare  of  this  State  wdl  tend  not  a  little  to  con- 
ciliate and  ensure  the  affections  of  its  inhabitants,  and 
animate  them  to  persevere  with  alacrity  in  giving  all  the 
support  in  their  power  to  the  comirion  cause  of  America. 

"  It  is  with  pleasure  the  Council  learn  that  the  defection 
of  the  northeastern  parts  of  this  .State  will  sonn  be  taken 
into  consideration,  and  they  flatter  themselves  tiiat  the  reso- 
lutions of  Congress  on  that  subject  will  be  such  as  to  do 
full  justice  to  this  State,  as  well  as  full  justice  lo  the  repu- 
tation of  the  members  of  that  House,  which  has  been  greatly 
injured  by  suggestions  of  their  encouraging  the  people  in 
that  quarter  to  revolt  from  the  State. 

"  Certain  persons  deputed  by  them  to  repair  to  Phila- 
delphia, for  purposes  unnecessary  to  mention,  did  on  their 
return  openly  and  publicly  declare  thai  the  ma|ority  of  the 
members  of  Congress  favoured  their  defection,  and  by 
giving  a  degree  of  weight  to  their  unwarrantable  designs. 
The  very  silence  of  Congress  is  ursed  as  an  arrrument  of 
the  truth  of  the  assertion,  and  it  derives  plau.sibilitv  from 
tlie  universal  practice  of  mankind,  who  are  ever  ready  to 
disavow  an  agency  in  dishonourable  measures  unjustly 
imputed  to  them. 

"The  Council  most  ardently  wish  to  prevent  the  evil 
which  the  treasonable  designs  of  that  part  of  our  State,  if 
persevered  in,  will  occasion  ;  the  Congress  will  be  induced 
to  disapprove  of  their  machinations,  or  at  least  pointedly 
deny  that  those  malcontents  received  countenance  and  en- 
couragement from  them. 

"  The  Council  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  a  change  should 
long  since  have  been  made  in  the  deputy  coinmissarv- 
general's  department,  and  approve  of  your  recommendation 
of  Mr.  Jacob  Cuyler  lo  thai  place. 

"  In  one  of  the  Council's  last  letters  you  were  desired 
to  move  for  a  resolution  of  Congress  lor  directing  the  report 
of  the  committee  respecting  the  cruellies  exercised  by  the 
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enemy  towards  their  prisoners,  toeeiher  with  the  affidavits 
referred  to  in  it,  to  be  pnntcd  m  a  painphlet,  and  that  you 
purcliase  a  thousand  copies  fur  the  use  ot  this  State. '  If 
this  has  not  been  already  attended  to,  the  Council  wish  it 
may  no  longer  be  delayed. 

"  1  ara,  gentlemen,  &c. 
«  To  the  Honble.  the  New-York  Delegates." 

A  draft  of  another  letter  to  ilie  said  Delegates  on  the 
subject  of  the  revoh  in  the  northeastern  part  of  this  State, 
was  read,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"Gentlemen — .Major  Wlieclock  will  be  the  bearer  of 
this.  The  Council  are  informed  that  he  can  give  you  use- 
ful information  respecting  the  defection  of  the  northeastern 
parts  of  this  Slate,  and  for  that  purpose  have  requested  him 
to  repair  to  Philadelphia.  This  gentleman  is  in  tiie  service 
of  this  State  and  seems  much  attached  to  us  interest.  This 
disposition  you  will  doubtless  cherisii  by  a  due  degree  ot 
attention. 

"You  will  please  not  to  detain  him  longer  tlian  may  be 
absolutely  necessary. 

"I  am,  with  respect,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obt.  humble  scrvt. 
"P.  S.  The  maps  and  papers  respecting  the  boundaries 
of  this  State  are  nearly  completed. 

"Honourable  Delegates  of  the 

Stale  of  New- York  at  Conjress.  ' 

Also  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  Diicr,  one  of  our  Delegates 
in  Congress,  in  answer  to  his  of  the  nineleenih  of  June 
last,  requesting  leave  to  absent  himself  from  Congress  for 
a  short  time  to  attend  to  his  private  concerns,  is  as  follows  : 

"  Sir — Your  letter  of  the  lOlli  ultimo  has  been  received 
and  laid  before  the  Council.  Tiiey  are  sensible  of  the  in- 
conveniences to  which  your  long  absence  must  subject  you 
and  therefore  consent  to  your  rcturnin£:  for  the  time  you  re- 
quest. They  nevertheless  wish  your  journey  may  be  post- 
poned until  the  sense  of  Congress  resjiecting  our  revolted 
subjects  shall  be  obtained.  '1  he  Council  hope  the  Legis- 
lature will  provide  tiiat  the  delegation  be  sucli  as  that  your 
worthy  colleague  may  at  proper  intervals  be  relieved. 

"  I  am  with  respect,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obt.  humble  servt. 
"The  Honourable  William  Dcer,  Esti." 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  said  letters  be  engrossed, 
and  signed  by  the  President,  and  transmitted  by  Major 
Wheelock. 

Resolved,  That  Major  Wheelock  be  allowed  three  dol- 
lars per  day  for  his  expenses  while  on  his  journey  to  Plula- 
delphia  and  back  to  this  place. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  advance  to 
Major  John  Wheelock  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  on 
account,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  ihe  Honourable  Francis  Lewis, 
Esqr.  in  answer  to  his,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is 
as  follows,  vizt : 

"Sir — Yours  of  the  thirty-first  of  l^Iay  and  seventh  of 
June  have  been  received  and  laid  before  the  Council  of 
Safety ;  and  1  am  directed  to  request  you  will  desist  from 
the  purchase  of  any  more  salt  on  account  of  this  Slate, 
forwarding  whatever  you  may  have  purchased  by  the  most 
convenient  route,  together  with  the  cros-cui  saws  and  cin- 
namon. And  as  soon  as  vou  have  settled  the  accounts  of 
costs  concerning  the  appeal  lor  the  biia  Minerva,  you  will 
be  pleased  to  send  your  accounts  to  tins  place,  in  order  to 
enable  us  to  make  a  final  settlement  with  Captain  Rogers's 
crew,  as  we  liave  ordered  the  Monlaomcne  to  be  suld,  and 
daily  expect  Captain  Rogers  here  to  close  the  accounts. 
"I  am,  with  respect,  sir, 

"  Your  humble  servt. 

"  To  HonbL  Fbancis  Lewis." 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  engrossed,  and  signed  by 
the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  lias  leave  of  absence  for  a 
week  from  next  Monday. 

Council  adjourned  until  4  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
247 


Die  Jovis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  July  3,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  Prcsiilenl. 
General  Scott,  Mr.  Harpur,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Piatt,  Major  Van 
Zandt,  Colo.  De  VVitI,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Yales. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Colo.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  on  the  credit  and  account  of  the 
county  of  Westchester,  the  sum  of  seventy  dollars  on  ac- 
count of  his  wages  as  a  Deputy  for  the  said  couiiiy  in  the 
late  Convention  of  this  State. 

A  return  from  the  sheriff  of  Orange  county  of  the  num- 
ber of  voles,  and  the  gentlemen  voted  for,  as  taken  by  the 
said  sheriff  from  the  ballots  and  poll  lists  that  were  taken 
at  the  different  places  of  elections  lu  the  said  county  for 
Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor  and  Senators,  was  re- 
ceived and  read.  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  sheriff  do  transmit  to  this  Coun- 
cil, (with  the  utmost  despatch.)  the  ballots  and  poll  list 
taken  at  the  elections  held  in  the  said  county  for  Governor, 
Lieutenant-Governor  and  for  Senators,  for  the  middle  dis- 
trict of  this  Stale. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  Henry  B.  Livingston,  dated  the 
first  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  general  orders,  relative  to 
settling  the  rank  of  officers,  as  also  a  rank  roll  ot  his  re- 
giment, as  settled  by  the  field  officers  of  his  regiment,  was 
received,  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  Mr.  Jay, 
Colonel  De  Witt  and  Mr.  Harpur. 

A  letter  from  C^eneral  George  Clinton,  by  express,  dated 
yesterday,  enclosing  a  copy  ol  a  letter  from  General  Wa- 
shington, dated  at  Middle  Brook  the  first  instant,  was  re- 
ceived and  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Fort  Montgomery,  U  July,  1777. 

"  Sir — In  consequence  of  a  letter  this  day  received  from 
His  Excellency  General  Washington,  of  which  1  enclose 
you  a  copy,  I  have  issued  orders  to  Colonels  Brinkerhoff, 
Ludingtoii,  Humphreys  and  Freer,  of  Dutchess  county,  to 
march  their  regiments  to  Peekskill,  to  reinforce  the  army 
under  General  Putnam;  and  Colos.  Woodhull,  Allison, 
McCloughry  and  Hasbronck,  their  regiments  to  reinforce 
this  garrison  ;  and  Colo.  Hathorn's  regiment  to  the  posts 
near  Sydnam's  bridge.  I  have  omitted  sending  similar 
orders  to  the  regiments  in  the  upper  end  of  Ulster  and 
Dutchess  counties,  lest  the  situation  of  affairs  to  the  Tiorih- 
ward  might  not  admit  of  their  coming  this  way  ;  butsliould 
the  contrary  be  the  case,  I  beg  the  Council  will  order  those 
regiments  to  Peekskill  and  this  place. 

"  I  am,  with  due  respect, 
'  "  Your  most  obdt.  servant, 

"  GEO.  CLINTON. 

"  To  the  Honourable  Ihe  President  of  the 

Council  of  Safety." 

"  HEAD-QcrARTER9,  J 

"  Camp,  Middle  Bruok,  July  Ut,  1777.  \ 

"From  intelligence  just  received  from  the  northward, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  enemy  are  operating 
against  Ticondcroga  and  its  dependencies  ;  and  trom  the 
evacuation  of  the  Jerseys,  and  the  reason  of  the  thing  it- 
self, there  can  be  little  room  to  doubt  that  General  Howe 
will  cooperate  with  the  northern  army,  and  make  a  sudden 
descent  upon  Peekskill,  m  order,  if  possible,  to  get  posses- 
sion of  the  passes,  before  the  troops  to  defend  them  can  be 
reinforced  by  this  army.  Indeed  I  am  this  moment  in- 
formed that  all  the  enemy's  tents  were  struck  to-day  at  8 
o'clock,  and  it  is  supposed  they  have  all  embarked,  as  the 
ships  have  all  sailed  out  ot  Prince's  Bay,  where  they  lay, 
so  that  you  may  probably  have  a  very  hasty  visit.  The 
urgency  of  the  occasion,  and  the  necessity  of  employing 
all  the  resources  to  baflle  the  first  attempts  of  the  enemy, 
obliges  me  to  request  in  ihe  strongest  terms,  that  von  will 
exert  yourself  to  call  forth  a  respectable  body  of  the  militia 
of  your  State,  to  strengthen  the  force  at  Peekskill,  and  its 
appendages.  No  lime  should  be  lost  in  doing  this  ;  the 
call  is  to  the  last  degree  pressing,  and  the  least  delay  may 
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b€  productive  of  the  most  fatal  consequences.    Let  every 
rie  be  strained  to  forward  your  preparations,  and  put  you 
jn  the  best  posture  of  defence  possible. 

"  I  am,  dr.  sir, 

*'  Your  most  obdt.  servt. 

"  GEO.  WASHINGTON. 
General  Parson's  and  General  Varnunn's  brigades 
Biarch  to-nnorrow  morning  very  early  for  Peekskill." 
Thereupon, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Colonels  Southerland 
and  Graham,  of  Dutchess  county,  and  Lieutenant-Colonels 
Hornbeck  and  Elmendorph,  of 'Ulster  county,  hold  them- 
gclves  and  the  corps  of  militia  under  their  respective  com- 
mands, in  readiness  without  delay,  furnished  with  three 
days'  provision,  and  properly  armed  and  accoutred,  to 
march  at  a  moment's  warning,  whenever  the  said  several 
commanding  otRcers  shall  receive  marching  orders ;  and 
that  copies  of  this  order  be  sent  by  express  to  the  said  com- 
manding officers. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  General  George  Clinton,  was  then 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit : 

"  Sir — Upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  by  express,  the 
Council  of  Safety  proceeded  to  the  immediate  considera- 
tion of  the  matters  submitted  by  you  to  our  determmation. 
We  think  the  probability  of  an  attack  at  Ticonderoga,  and 
a  cooperation  of  General  Howe,  by  an  attempt  on  the 
posts  m  the  Highlands,  a  subject  of  the  most  serious  im- 
portance. 

"  We  have  not  yet  received  any  accounts  of  an  investi- 
ture of  our  northern  ports,  nor  can  we  determine  at  present 
whether  it  will  be  most  advisable  to  order  the  several  corps 
of  militia  in  the  counties  of  Dutchess  and  Ulster,  which 
you  have  not  put  under  marching  orders,  to  remforce  either 
the  upper  or  the  lower  posts,  a  short  lime  will  probably 
enable  us  to  direct  their  route  of  march ;  in  the  mean  time, 
that  not  a  moment  may  be  lost,  we  have  issued  orders  to 
the  commanding  officers  of  those  corps  to  hold  themselves 
in  readiness,  with  the  militia  under  their  respective  com- 
mands, furnished  with  three  days'  provision,  to  march  at 
a  moment's  warning. 

"  I  am,  with  respect,  sir, 

"Your  humble  servt. 

••  To  Genl.  George  Clinton." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  transmitted  by  express. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  examination  and  telling  of 
the  ballots  and  poll  lists  of  the  elections  held  in  the  county 
of  Tryon. 

After  having  gone  through  the  same,  adjourned  until  ten 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

July  4,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

PaESENT — Pierre  Vaa  CortlaaJt,  Esqr.  President. 
Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Yales,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Piatt,  Colo.  De 
Witt,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  TrcJwell,  Mr.  Morris. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  His  Excellency  Governor  Trum- 
bull, to  accompany  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Congress, 
recommending  to  the  different  States  to  aid  and  assist  this 
State  with  salt  and  West  India  produce,  was  read  and  ap- 
proved, and  is  as  follows,  lo  wit: 

"  Sir — The  Council  of  Safety  of  this  State,  have  di- 
rected me  to  transmit  to  your  E\cellcncy,  tlie  enclosed  re- 
aolutions  of  the  Honourable  the  General  Conrrress. 

"  As  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  arc  deeply  interested 
in  tlie  effects  which  these  benevolent  resolutions  are  calcu- 
lated to  produce,  the  Council  request  that  the  earliest  op- 
portunity may  be  taken  to  lay  them  before  the  Legislature 
of  your  State ;  and  they  flatter  themselves  that  your  Ex- 


cellency's exertions  to  give  them  influence,  will  on  no  oc- 
casion be  wanting. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

"  Your  Excellency's  most  obt.  humble  servt. 
"Excellency  Govr.  Trumbdll." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
and  transmitted  by  the  President.  And 

Ordered,  That  the  President  transmit  similar  letters  en- 
closing copies  of  the  said  resolutions  to  the  Suucs  ut  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay  and  llhode  Island. 

An  account  of  David  and  William  Cox,  for  castinfr  a 
quantity  of  musket  balls  by  order  of  the  committee  of  Knws- 
ton,  was  produced  for  payment. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  account  be  presented  to  the 
committee  of  Ulster  county  for  payment. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  of  the  late  Convention  of 
this  State  of  the  third  day  of  April  last,  exemptmi^f  trcan 
all  drafts  from  the  mililia,  any  person  within  this  Stale  who 
should,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June,  then  next,  pro- 
cure at  his  own  expense,  an  able  bodied  man  to  enlist  lor 
three  years  or  during  the  war,  in  either  of  the  five  Conti- 
nental regiments  raising  in  this  Slate  and  commanded  by 
the  Colonels  Van  Schaick,  Van  Cortlandt,  Gansevoort,  Du- 
boys,  and  Henry  B.  Livingston,  be  revived,  and  that  they 
continue  m  force  until  the  first  day  of  September  next. 

A  letter  from  Cadwallader  Colden,  who  is  coniiiied  on 
board  the  Fleet  prison,  requesting  permission  to  go  at  larire 
on  his  giving  security  for  his  good  behaviour,  was  read  and 
filed. 

Ordered  To  be  postponed  for  further  consideration. 

A  letter  from  the  commissioners  of  seque^^tration  in 
Westchester  county,  relative  to  the  effects  of  Peter  Cor- 
ney,  claimed  by  his  son-in-law  Mr.  Kennedy,  was  read, 
and  is  in  the  words  following  to  wit : 

"  Peekskill,  25th  June,  1777. 

"  Gentlemen — The  commissioners  of  sequestration  for 
the  county  of  Westchester  have  received  your  letter  of  the 
18th  instant,  respecting  llie  personal  effects  of  Mr,  Corney; 
since  which,  they  have  received  the  enclosed  from  Colo. 
Benjamin  Birdsall,  respecting  the  exchange  ot  his  family, 
which  they  now  transmit  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Honble. 
Council  of  Safety. 

The  commissioners  beg  leave  to  mention,  that  at  the 
time  Mrs.  Canady  went  to  New-York  with  a  flas  from 
General  Putnam,  who  some  time  since  made  application 
for  that  purpose,  she  was  informed  by  him  that  unless  she 
returned  with  that  flag  she  should  not  have  liberty  to  return 
at  any  other  time  ;  that  Mrs.  Canady  has  not  vet  returned, 
notwithstanding  the  flag  she  went  with  has.  'rhe  commis- 
sioners are  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Canady  will  endeavour  to 
convey  the  negro  left  by  Mr.  Corney,  and  which  has  been 
claimed  by  Mr.  Canady,  to  his  wife  in  New-York;  they 
therefore  think  it  their  duty  to  prevent  it  if  possible,  and 
have  given  Colo.  Birdsall  (to  whom  they  refer  for  particu- 
lars,) liberty  of  taking  the  negro  witii  him,  and  return  hira 
whenever  called  for.  The  commissioners  flatter  iliemselves 
that  you,  gentlemen,  will  approve  of  this  matter,  particu- 
larly when  ^ou  advert  to  the  enclosed.  The  commission- 
ers will  with  pleasure  wait  the  order  and  direction  of  the 
Council  of  Safety  for  the  sale  of  the  negro  if  thought  advi- 
sable, and  are,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

"  Gentlemen,  your  obedt.  hbie.  servts. 
"SAME.  DRAKE. 
"ISRAEL  HONEYWELL,  Ju.vr. 
"STEPHEN  WARD. 

" To  the Hoable.  Council  of  Safety  ,;  ,,■ 

of  the  Slate  of  New- York." 

A  certificate  which  came  enclosed  in  the  last  afore- 
mentioned letter  of  Mr.  Frelove  Berd?al  and  Mrs.  Jane  Sea- 
man, relative  to  an  exchange  of  property  with  one  Peter 
Corney,  of  Westchester,  and  now  with  the  enemy,  was 
then  read  and  filed. 
'     Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  General  Scott. 


'  ■  -m:,:}  -.:iv  tii 


'■'  ■  „WS:-!'.;>7  iijiw  .IIM  I" 


V'  If-,:*  I  ^ 
■*  ;^  ■:r,'.i: ; 


'Miil  I  .!r'^^''»i^''■ 
!ii.  =.d  orrnn  arfj  iuiT  -  -zH  mc-^  ic'H  e  ■ 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 


987 


On  reading  a  letter  from  the  committee  of  Mamacotting 
precinct,  directed  to  Egbert  Duiiiond,  Esqr. 

Ordered,  That  Abraham  ISmiili,  wiio  is  confined  in  the 
jail  of  Kingston,  for  disatl'oction,  on  ins  paying  the  expell- 
ees of  his  confinement,  be  discharged. 

A  letter  from  George  Sinilh,  a  heutenant  in  Colonel 
Henry  B.  Livingston's  regiment,  relative  to  a  warrant  he 
received  for  recruiting  men  in  1776,  without  any  other 
date,  and  requesting  tliat  the  day  thereof  may  be  filled  up  ; 
further,  that  he  has  a  cominission  as  lieutenant  of  the  said 
regiment,  while  at  the  same  time  his  name  is  lelt  out  of 
the  rank  roll  thereof,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  examine  the  minutes  and 
endeavour  to  find  out  the  lime  of  issuing  the  said  warrant, 
and  that  he  certify  the  same  ;  and  that  tlie  residue  of  the 
said  letter  be  referred  to  such  gentlemen  of  tlie  late  com- 
mittee of  arrangement  as  are  now  in  Kingston. 

The  Council  were  informed  that  two  members  of  the 
sub-committee  of  Dutchess  county,  who  were  appointed 
to  superintend  the  removal  of  Thomas  Fisher  and  his  fa- 
mily, have  been  guilty  of  corrupt  practice  in  executing  that 
business.  Thereupon  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  tiie  commis- 
sioners for  detecting  conspiracies,  (Sec.  directing  them  to 
make  diligent  inquiry  in  the  premises,  was  read  and  ap- 
proved, and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Gentlemen — It  has  been  suggested  to  the  Council, 
that  two  members  of  a  sub  committee  of  vour  county,  ap- 
pointed to  superintend  the  removal  of  Thomas  Fisher  and 
his  family  to  New- York,  have  been  guilty  of  shameful  and 
corrupt  practices  in  the  course  of  that  business  ;  particularly 
that  they  were  bribed  to  dispense  with  the  restrictions  con- 
tained in  the  resolution  of  Convention  on  that  subject,  and 
did  each  of  them  receive  clolii  for  a  suit  of  clothes  as  a 
reward  for  their  perfidy. 

"  The  Council  think  it  highly  proper  that  strict  and  dili- 
gent inquiry  be  immediately  made  into  the  truth  of  these 
suggestions,  and  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  they 
have  imposed  that  task  upon  you.  \.  copy  of  the  resolu- 
tion permitting  the  departure  of  .Mr.  Fisher,  is  enclosed ; 
you  will  be  pleased,  therefore,  to  inquire  and  report  to  this 
Council,  or  the  Governor  of  this  Siaie,  whether  any  and 
what  indulgences  were  granted  to  .\Ir.  Fisher  by  the  sub- 
committee, contrary  to  the  said  resoiutions  of  Convention, 
and  whether  there  be  any  and  what  evidence  to  support 
the  charge  of  bribery  against  them,  alihouqii  the  Council 
would  be  happy  to  find,  from  the  result  of  this  inquiry,  that 
those  gentlemen  are  innocent ;  yet  should  the  contrary  be 
the  case,  the  honour  and  justice  ot  the  State  demands  that 
.such  actions  meet  with  and  demand  exemplary  punish- 
ment. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obedient,  humble  servt. 
"  To  the  Commissioners  for  Conspiracies,  Jcc. ' 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thcreol  be  engrossed,  signed  by 
the  President,  and  transmuted. 

A  letter  from  Mrs.  Gloriana  Stevenson,  directed  to  Go- 
■vemeur  Morris,  Esquire,  relaiivc  to  her  cattle,  which  were 
driven  from  Frog's  Neck,  on  ilie  approach  of  the  enemy 
last  summer,  into  the  manor  of  Corilandt,  and  whicii  have 
since  been  taken  by  the  committee  of  the  said  manor  and 
sold,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  be  transmitted 
to  the  committee  of  the  manor  of  Corilandt,  and  that  they 
be  requested  to  inform  this  tvoiincii  by  what  authority  and 
for  what  reasons  they  took  and  sold  the  cattle  mentioned 
in  the  said  letter. 

On  reading  the  petition  of  Jacob  Furler,  Jnnr.  Corne- 
lius Furler  and  Coenraad  Myscner,  three  of  the  prisoners 
who  were,  by  a  general  court  mariial,  adjudged  guilty  of 
treasonable  practices  anaiiist  this  Stale,  and  senlenced  to 
auffer  death,  which  said  judgment  and  sentence  were,  by 
the  late  Convention,  contirmcd.  .\nd 

Whereas  the  said  Convention  did,  previous  to  their  dis- 
solution, resolve  that  the  said  Jacob  Furler,  Junior,  Cor* 


nelius  Furler  and  Coenraad  Mysener,  be  pardoned  of  the 
crimes  and  punishment  wliereof  and  whereto  tiiey  stood 
adjudged  and  sentenced  as  aforesaid,  and  did  resolve  and 
order  the  said  pardons  to  be  issued  by  this  Council,  when- 
ever this  Council  should  think  proper  to  issue  tlie  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  oi  this  Council  do,  in  the 
name  and  by  the  authority  of  this  Council,  issue  the  said 
pardons  to  the  said  Jacob  Furler,  Junior,  Cornelius  I'urler 
and  Coenraad  Mysenaar,  respectively. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Jay, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretaries  produce  to  this  Council, 
by  Friday  next,  certified  copies  of  all  the  resolutions  of  the 
late  Provincial  Congresses  and  Committees  of  Safety  ot 
the  Colony  of  New-York,  and  of  the  late  Conventions  and 
Committees  of  Safety  of  this  State,  which  create  crimes 
,  and  punishments. 

I  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Harpur  be,  and  he  is  hereby  autho- 
rized and  requested,  to  take  such  steps  for  the  removal  of 
the  clothing  store  from  Fishkill  to  this  place,  as  he  may 

I  think  proper. 

]  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sheriff  Dumont  do  cause  Joseph 
Penny,  who  is  indisposed  and  confined  in  the  jail  of  Kings- 
ton, to  be  removed  to  the  Fleet  prison. 

Council  adjourned  until  this  afternoon,  4  o'clock. 

Die  Veneris,  4  ho.  P.  M.  July  4,  1777. 
!     The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

I     Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esquire.  President. 

Mr.  Harpur,  Mr.  Tredweil,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Tompliins,  Colo.  De 
I  AVitt,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Piatt. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Lieutenant  Eleazer  Wheelock,  of  Major  Wheelock's 
corps,  on  account,  the  sum  of  forty  pounds,  and  take  ins 
receipt  to  account  for  the  same. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  examination  and  telling 
of  the  ballots  and  poll  lists  of  the  election  in  Albany 
county,  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  having 
gone  through  the  same, 

The  Council  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  ten 
o'clock. 


DIE  SABBATI,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

•    :     July  5,  1777.  . 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Yates,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  H.irpur, 
Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Platt,  Major  Tappen. 

An  account  of  Joseph  Pierson,  for  provisions  bv  him 
furnished  to  the  workmen  on  board  the  ship  MontgomeriC; 
was  read,  and 

Ordered,  To  be  referred  to  the  Auditor-General,  who  is 
directed  to  audit  the  same  for  payment. 
On  the  application  of  Captain  Platt, 

Ordered,  That  commissions  be  made  out  for  Jacobus 
Swartwout  as  first  in  command,  Zephaniah  Platt  as  second 
!  in  command  of  ihe  associated  exempts  in  Dutchess  county ; 
also  a  commission  for  John  Schenk  as  second  in  command 
of  the  said  exempts  in  Poughkeepsie  and  Hackensack  dis- 
tricts ;  also  six  blank  commissions  for  the  other  officers  of 
the  said  corps. 

Captain  Platt  informed  the  House  that  the  said  corps  of 
exempts  were  preparing  to  march  with  the  militia  to  rein- 
force the  garrison  at  Peekskill,  and  therefore  moved  for 
leave  of  absence  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  join  the  said 
corps  of  exempts. 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

An  account  of  Robert  Yales,  Esquire,  for  his  services 
at  Kingston,  from  the  nineteenth  day  of  June  to  the  fifth 
day  of  July,  in  attending  a  committee  to  stale  and  report 
the  bounds  of  this  State,  and  seltliiig  the  accounts  of  the 
secret  committee,  was  produced  for  payment.  Thereupon, 
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Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto  the 
id  Robert  Yates,  Esquire,  the  sum  of  eight  pounds  ten 
fhiiling*  for        services,  as  mentioned  in  the  said  ac- 

*^*''l'he  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letters  and 
enclosures  received  from  General  Schuyler,  reported  the 
following  resolutions  and  letter  in  answer  thereto,  which 
were  read,  amended  and  agreed  to,  and  are  as  follows,  to 
wit: 

"  Sir — Your  several  favours  have  been  received  and 
laid  before  the  Council,  in  answer  to  which  I  am  directed 
to  inform  you,  that  the  number  of  members  in  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  is  too  small  to  admit  of  any  of  them  being 
sent  to  Albany,  unless  on  the  most  urgent  necessity  ;  they 
ace  therefore  sorry  to  decline  a  compliance  with  your  re- 
quest to  that  purpose. 

"  I  am  further  directed  to  inform  you,  that  the  Council 
are  equally  incapable  of  affording  you  any  assistance  from 
the  militia  of  the  lower  counties,  a  considerable  proportion 
of  them  having  been  engaged  in  actual  service  for  some 
time  past,  and  of  the  remainder,  which  was  necessary  for 
the  culture  of  the  country — without  a  due  attention  to 
which  you  cannot  but  be  sensible  that  the  war  must 
speedily  terminate  to  our  disadvantage  by  the  attack  of  an 
enemy  perfectly  irresistible — the  greater  part,  at  the  re- 
quest of  His  E.xcellency  the  General,  have  been  ordered 
down  to  the  forts  and  passes  in  the  Highlands,  as  will  ap- 
pear by  the  enclosed  copy  of  General  Clinton's  letter  to 
us ;  and  the  rest  are  ordered  to  hold  themselves  in  readi- 
ness to  march  by  our  resolutions  of  instant,  of  which 
we  also  enclose  you  a  copy. 

"  By  our  resolutions  of  this  day,  you  will  perceive,  sir, 
that  the  disaffected,  confined  at  Alb;my,  are  ordered  on  i 
board  the  Fleet  at  this  place,  which  we  hope  will  remove 
the  disagreeable  apprehensions  of  the  people  of  Albany. 

"  The  Council  would  be  happy,  sir,  to  be  informed  of 
the  circumstances  which  General  St.  Clair  adverts  to  when 
he  says,  '  and  should  the  enemy  protract  their  operations, 
or  invest  us  and  content  themselves  with  a  simple  blockade, 
we  are  infallibly  ruined.' 

"  The  Council  are  at  a  loss  for  the  reasons  which  can 
mduce  the  commander  at  that  post  to  abandon  Ticonde- 
roga,  since  they  have  been  hitherto  led  to  believe  that  if 
the  enemy  are  in  posses,  in  of  it,  they  will  have  immedi- 
ate access  to  Lake  Geoige,  notwithstanding  our  garrison 
in  Mount  Independence  ;  and  that  there  is  no  possibility  of 
accomplishing  a  retreat  from  that  mount  ;  of  which  cir- 
cumstances, you,  sir,  being  better  acquainted  than  the 
members  of  the  Council,  they  refer  to  your  judgment  for 
taking  the  most  necessary  steps  on  this  occasion. 

"The  letter  from  Mr.  Deane  contains  intelligence  which 
hath  been  long  since  circulated  here  by  emissaries  of  the 
enemy,  and  is  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council  rather  calcu- 
lated to  raise  the  spirits  of  deluded  tories,  though  at  the 
same  lime,  as  it  may  not  be  quite  without  foundation,  they 
approve  of  your  orders  to  General  Herkimer  to  hold  his 
militia  in  readiness. 

"  In  the  month  of  March  last  all  these  different  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  were  set  down  for  the  first  and  after- 
wards for  the  fifth  of  May,  and  at  present  it  seems  the  first 
of  July  is  the  critical  moment,  which  may  perhaps  be 
deferred,  as  they  cannot  gain  that  assistance  from  the  dis- 
affected which  they  undoubtedly  expect. 

"What  hopes  they  may  liave  formed  from  an  attack 
upon  Ticonderoga,  we  do  not  know  ;  i)ut  it  appears  to  us 
lhal  if  the  post  is  as  strong  as  we  have  always  been  in- 
formed, a  garrison  of  three  thousand  within  it  can  defend 
themselves  against  double  the  number  without,  and  we 
have  no  idea  that  Carlton's  forces  are  more  than  six  thou- 
sand effective  men. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  the  Council  being  unacquainted  with 
military  affairs,  direct  me  to  inform  you  that  they  cannot 
pretend  to  say  what  real  dangers  may  be  apprehended  from 
the  northward,  or  how  far  they  may  have  been  magnified 


by  the  dejection  which  General  St.  Clair  mentioned  as 
prevailing  in  his  garrison. 

"  But  they  wish  you  to  consider  that  every  day  the  mi- 
litia are  out  is  a  great  loss  to  ihe  State,  and  if  this  alarm 
should  prove  of  no  consequence,  ihat  you  would  permit 
them  to  return  to  their  homes  as  soon  as  possible. 

"  In  one  of  your  former  letters  you  iiiciuiniifii  ilie  want 
of  cordage,  an  article  which  by  the  prudeiu  care  of  the  late 
Convention,  the  Council  might  now  supply  ynu  with  if  the 
rope  walk  erected  in  this  place  was  not  incn'pacitaied  from 
carrying  on  that  necessary  manufacture  by  the  w.ini  oi  tar, 
I  which,  notwithstanding  their  frequent  application?,  ilie  pub- 
lic agent  has  been  unable  to  procure  from  the  city  of  Al- 
bany. 

"  Some  time  last  winter  a  number  of  sick  from  the 
northern  department,  on  their  way  to  Pennsylvani.i.  wore 
obliged  to  stop  at  this  place  and  continue  here  under  liic 
care  of  the  committee  for  a  considerable  time  ;  the  expense 
accruing  from  the  supplies  of  necessaries  to  them,  amount 
to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  pounds  fourteen 
shillings.  I  am  further  requested,  sir,  to  take  your  direc- 
tions whether  the  accounts  are  to  be  audited  by  the  pay- 
master, the  directors  of  the  hospital,  or  paid  by  your  order 
from  the  inilitary  chest. 

"  1  am,  with  due  esteem,  sir, 

"  Your  humble  servant. 

"  Hour.  Blajor-Genl.  Schuyler." 

The  resolution  referred  to  in  the  said  letter  was  also 
agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  county  of  Albany 
be  requested  to  send  to  the  warden  of  the  Fleet  prison  at 
Esopus  Landing,  under  sufficient  guard,  all  the  prisoners 
now  confined  in  the  several  jails  of  Albany  for  treasonable 
practices  against  this  and  the  United  States,  or  sucii  of 
them  as  the  said  committee  shall  think  proper,  together 
with  a  calendar  conlaining  their  names  and  the  several 
causes  of  their  commitments  ;  and  that  the  warden  do  re- 
ceive the  said  prisoners  and  dispose  of  them  according  to 
the  direction  of  the  committee  for  superintending  the  said 
prisoners. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  engrossed,  that  the 
President  sign  and  transmit  the  same,  enclosing  the  said 
resolution  to  the  Honourable  Major-General  Schuyler. 

The  members  having  agreed  not  to  leave  the  town,  and 
to  meet  on  the  first  notice, 

They  adjourned  until  Monday  morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  LUNJ^,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

My  7,  1777. 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Peesent — Pierre  Van  Cortlanilt,  £sqr.  President. 

Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Harpur,  Mr.  Yales.  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Canline,  Major 
Tappen,  Mr.  Morns,  Mr.  PiaU,  Colo.  Ue  Witt,  Mr.  Tomkins,  Major 
Van  Zandt. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tomkins  be  added  to  the  committee 
on  General  Putnam's  letter  relative  to  the  removing  of  the 
stock  out  of  the  southern  part  of  Westchester  county. 

The  Council  were  informed  that  Major  Wheclock,  who 
was  appointed  to  repair  to  Philadelphia  with  despatches 
from  this  board,  prayed  to  be  e.\cused  from  that  service. 
Therefore, 

Ordered,  That  such  parts  of  the  said  despatches  as  re- 
late to  Major  Whcelock  be  omitted,  and  that  the  order  is- 
sued to  the  Treasuser  for  paying  him  one  hundred  dollars 
to  bear  his  expenses,  be  countermanded. 

On  motion  of  Captain  Piatt  for  the  sense  of  this  Board, 
The  question,  whether  General  Clinton's  election  of  Go- 
vernor and  Lieutenant-Governor  be  published  before  the 
ballots  and  poll  list  of  the  election  in  Orange  county  be 
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transmitted  by  the  sheriff  of  the  said  county,  was  put,  and 
carried  in  the  negative. 

The  sheriff  of  Orange  having  returned  tlie  names  of  the 
candidates  and  of  llie  number  of  votes  given  for  each  of 
them,  as  by  him  taken  from  tiie  ballots  and  poll  lists  deli- 
vered to  him  by  the  persons  appointed  to  superintend  the 
election  in  the  said  county,  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  despatch  an  express  to 
Jesse  Woodhull,  Esqr.  slieiitf  of  Orange  county,  request- 
ing him  without  delay,  to  transmit  to  tins  Council,  tlie  poll 
lists  and  ballots  taken  for  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor, 
and  Senators  in  the  said  county. 

A  letter  from  Major-General  Schuyler,  dated  the  fifth 
instant,  (enclosing  despatches  to  Congress  under  flying 
seal,)  containing  intelligence  of  the  northern  army,  was 
read  and  filed. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  of  thanks  in  answer  thereunto,  was 
read  and  approved. 

Die  Lun^,  iho.P.  M.  July  7,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PBESE^^^ — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Cantine,  .Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Tom- 
kins,  Colo.  De  Witt. 

Some  of  the  members  being  on  particular  business  of 
the  Board,  and  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of 
members  present  to  make  a  Council  to  proceed  to  busi- 
ness, the  members  present  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
morning,  ten  o'clock. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  a.  m. 

My  8,  1777. 
The  Counc'l  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Pkesent — Pierre  Vaa  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Tomkins,  Mr.  Cantine,  Major  Tappen, 
Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Yates, 
Mr.  Jay. 

A  letter  from  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  informing  the 
Council  that  Alexander  Cropsev  having  knowingly  passed 
counterfeit  Continental  bills  of  credit,  was,  by  the  commit- 
tee of  Ulster  county,  apprehended  and  commiilcd  to  the 
jail  at  Kingston  ;  that  the  examinations  relative  to  this 
matter,  are  in  the  possession  of  Daniel  Graham,  Esqr. 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  said  county  ;  that  bills 
by  him  passed,  are  in  his,  i»Ir.  Schoonmaker's  liands  ; 
and  that  the  principal  witness  is  Benjannn  Freer,  of  Ncw- 
Marlborough  precinct,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Schoonmaker  be  directed  to  retain 
the  said  counterfeit  bills  until  the  prisoner  be  brought  to 
trial.  That  Mr.  Graham  preserve  the  said  examinations, 
and  cause  tlic  said  Benjamin  Freer  to  be  l)ound  in  recog- 
nizance to  attend  the  first  court  ol  oyer  and  terminer  to  be 
held  in  Ulster  county,  as  a  witness. 

A  letter  from  Egbert  Benson  and  Peter  Cantine,  Junr. 
Esquires,  was  read  and  filed. 

They  inform  the  Council  that  Jack,  a  negro  man,  slave 
of  Mr.  George  Janavvay,  entered  the  house  of  Mr.  Tlio- 
mas  Henderson  in  the  niaht,  who  being  absent,  and  beat 
and  abused  the  wife  of  .Mr.  Henderson  m  a  most  cruel  and 
inhuman  manner,  probably  with  an  intent  to  ravish  her ; 
that  the  said  negro  is  apprehended  ;  and  the  said  gen- 
tlemen request  that  proper  persons  may  be  immediately 
appointed  to  try  him,  as  they  conceive  his  crime  requires 
a  speedy  punishment. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  in  answer  thereto,  was  then  read  and 
approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Gentlemen — Your  letter  of  the  seventh  instant  has 
been  laid  before  the  Council  :  they  are  happy  to  hear  the 
atrocious  villain  you  mention  is  secured  ;  let  him  be  kept 
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in  irons.  Burglary  is  not  of  the  number  of  those  crimes 
for  which  justices  of  the  peace  are  authorized  to  try  slaves. 

"  He  has  confessed  himself  guilty  of  that  crime  and 
liierefore  his  conviction  for  it  will  be  certain.  The  other 
charge  can  not,  it  seems,  be  so  well  supported.  For  liiese 
reasons  the  Council  think  he  should  be  referred  to  the  next 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  &c.  to  be  held  in  your  county. 
Besides,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  tiie  Council  to  appoint 
justices  of  the  peace. 

"  We  are,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  humble  servants. 

By  order. 

"  Egbert  Benson  and  Peter  Cantine,  Esqrs." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  transmitted. 

Adjourned  until  4  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Die  Martis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  July  8,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Tappen,  Mr.  Harpur,  -^Ir. 
Robt.  Livingston,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Yates,  Major  Van  Zandt,  .Mr. 
Piatt,  Mr.  Tomkins. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  Schuyler,  dated  at  Still  Water  the 
seventh  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Genl. 
Learned  to  him,  dated  the  same  day,  was  read. 

A  letter  from  General  Ten  Brocck,  dated  the  seventh 
instant,  informing  that  our  troops  have  evacuated  Ticonde- 
roga  and  Mount  Independence,  was  read  and  filed. 

The  same  was  immediately  taken  into  consideration  : 
And  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Yates  and  Mr.  Robert  R.  Living- 
ston, do  forthwith  repair  to  Head-Quarters  in  the  northern 
department,  and  confer  with  Major-General  Schuyler  upon 
such  measures  as  may  from  lime  to  lime  appear  necessa.'y  to 
be  pursued  by  this  State,  for  the  aid  and  support  of  the  said 
department,  and  that  they  do  correspond  wiih  this  Council. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  General  Learned's  letter,  and 
an  extract  of  General  Schuyler's  letter,  be  transmitted  by 
express  to  General  Putnam. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  members  who  are  appointed 
on  committees  do  meet  to  prepare  and  bnng  in  their 
reports. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  ten  o'clock.     .  ,. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

July  9,  1777. 
The  Councd  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers,  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Tomkins,  Mr.  Piatt,  Major 
Van  Zandt,  .Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Mr.  Harpur,  Colo. 
De  Wilt. 

A  letter  from  John  Henry,  commissary  of  the  clothing 
store,  requesting  a  power  to  impress  teams,  &c.  and  that 
an  augmentation  to  his  pay  be  made,  was  read,  and 

Ordered-  To  he  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  Jesse  Woodhull,  Esqr.  accompanying  the 
poll  lists  and  ballots  taken  at  the  elections  in  Orange 
county,  sent  by  the  sheriff,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  this 
board,  was  read  and  filed. 

Egbert  Dumont,  Esqr.  sheriff  of  Ulster  county,  pursuant 
to  the  order  of  liie  ilurtecnih,  reported  that  he,  with  the 
assistance  of  Johannes  Sleght,  Cornelius  Jansen  and 
Abraham  Freer,  Escjuires,  fixed  the  price  of  every  meal 
served  to  the  prisoners  by  the  jailer,  and  at  that  rale  there 
is  due  on  his  account  the  sum  of  len  pounds  ten  shillings. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  do  approve  of  the  said  report. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  write  to  Mr.  Christopher 
Bancker,  and  inform  him  that  this  Board  require  that  he  do 
without  delay  inform  them  whether  he  accepts  of  his  ap- 
pointment of  commissary  of  prisoners  of  war  in  this  Stale. 
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Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  for  delecting  and 
defeating  all  conspiracies,  <Scc.  be  authorized  and  requested 
to  purchase  and  cause  to  be  kept  at  the  expense  of  this 
State,  two  good  able  horses,  for  tiie  use  of  such  express 
riders  as  may,  from  lime  to  lime,  pass  ihrougli  Pouglikcep- 
gie  with  public  despatches,  and  who  by  the  failing  of  llieir 
horses  may  stand  m  need  of  fresh  horses ;  thul  the  said 
commissioners  do  cause  all  such  riders  as  may,  from  time 
to  time  be  employed  on  account  of  the  Conlinent,  to  pay 
for  the  use  of  the  said  horses,  and  that  an  account  be  reir- 
dered  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Major  Tappcn  be  authorized  and  re- 
quested, in  like  manner,  to  purchase  two  horses  to  be  by 
him  kept  at  Kingston,  for  the  like  purposes  and  under  the 
like  regulations. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lasher  be  requested  to  cause  the 
iron  field  pieces  manufaclured  in  the  manor  of  Livingston,  to 
be  properly  proved,  and  if  the  said  field  pieces  shall  stand 
a  good  proof,  that  he  do  cause  the  same  to  be  properly 
mounted  on  field  carriages,  and  see  that  proper  ball,  am- 
munition, &c.  are  prepared  for  the  same. 

Council  adjourned  until  4  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Die  Mercurii,  4  ho.  P.  M.  July  9,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 


Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Tomkins,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Giib). 
Livinc;ston,  Major  Van  Zandl,  Major  'i'appen,  ftlr.  Harper.  Mr. 
Morris. 

Whereas  Thomas  Willis,  a  master's  mate  of  one  of  the 
British  ships  of  war,  taken  prisoner  by  Captain  Rogers,  of 
the  armed  sloop  Montgoinerie,  belonging  to  this  Sl.ilc,  and 
carried  into  the  Stale  of  Coiincclicut :  And  \viieri;.\s  Co- 
lonel John  Broome  halli,  on  behalf  of  this  Stale,  taken  liie 
parol  of  the  said  Thomas  Willis,  to  go  lo  Mcw-Vork,  on 
the  like  terms,  as  those  of  our  troops  taken  on  Lake  Chain- 
plain  last  year  were  pcrmitlcd  by  General  Carlton  lu  rLiiirn 
to  their  respective  hoiiics. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  do  approve  of  the  act  of 
Colonel  Broome  in  the  premises,  and  that  they  consider 
the  said  Thomas  Willi.?  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  to  he  ex- 
changed for  an  inliabilant  of  this  Slate. 

Resolved,  further.  That  Colonel  Broome  be  requested 
to  apply  lo  some  proper  otiicer  for  a  flag  or  passport  for 
the  said  Thomas  Willis,  lo  enable  him  to  repair  to  the  ciiy 
of  New-York. 

The  Council  of  Safety  having  examined  the  poll  lists 
and  ballots,  returned  by  the  shenfTs  of  the  respective  coun- 
ties, of  the  several  elections  held  in  the  said  counties  for 
Governor  and  Ijieutenant-Governor  of  this  State,  and  for 
Senators  for  the  respective  districts  thereof,  where  the  same 
have  been  elected,  do  find  and  declare  that  the  ininibcr  ot 
votes  given  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor  of  tins 
Stale,  and  for  Senators  for  the  middle,  norihern  and  eastern 
districts  thereof,  are  as  follows,  vizi : 


CANDIDATES  FOR  SENATORS  IN  THE  WESTERN  DISTRICT. 


Albany, 
Tryon,. 
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CANDIDATES  FOR  SENATORS  IN  THE  MIDDLE  DISTRICT. 


COUNTIES. 

Levi  Pawling. 

1  Arthur  Parks. 

Henry  Wisner. 

Colo.  Jesse  Woodhull. 

Zephania  Plait. 

Major  Joa.  Langdan. 
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1  Macs  Kink.  1 
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1  Matliew  Cantine.  I 
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Major  Fisher.  1 

1  Anthony  HolTman.  | 

Henry  Wisner,  Junr. 

1  Jacob  Hasbrouck.  | 

1  Colo.  Hasbrouck.  | 

1  Colo.  Snyder.  | 

1  Colo.  Cors.  Wynkoop.  I 

1  Colo.  Hardenbcrgh.  | 

1  Jacobs.  Bruyn.  | 

Charles  De  Witt. 

Wm.  Ellison.  j 
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SENATORS  FOR  E.VSTERN  DISTRICT. 

WILLIAM  DUER,  JOHN  WILLI.VMS,  ALEXANDER  WEBSTER. 


This  Council  do  therefore  declare  lliat  (ieorge  Clinton,  | 
Esquire,  is  duly  elected  Governor  of  this  State.    And  ihe  i 
said  Council  do  further  declare,  that  the  said  George  Clin-  I 
ton  is  also  duly  elected  to  be  the  Lientenaiil-Governnr  of  this  ; 
State.  And  this  Council  do  hereby  further  declare,  that  Levi 
Pawling,  Henry  Wisner,  Jesse  Woodhull,  /ephnniah  Piatt, 
Jonathan  Landon  and  Arthur  Parkes,  Esquires,  are  the 
Senators  chosen  in  and  for  the  middle  district  of  this 
Slate  ;    that  Abraham  Yates,  Junr.    Rinier  Mytulerse, 
Dirck  W.Ten  Brocck,  Isaac  Paris,  Anthony  Van  Schaaick 
and  Jellis  Funda,  Esquires,  are  the  Senators  chosen  in  and 


for  the  western  district  thereof ;  and  that  Alexander  Web- 
ster, William  Uuer  and  John  Williams,  E.sqrs.  are  the 
Senators  so  chosen  in  and  for  the  eastern  district  of  the 
snid  Slate. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  His  Excellency  George  Clinton, 
Esqr.  was  then  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words 
following  lo  wit : 

"  Sir — I  am  directed  by  the  Council  to  present  you 
their  congraliilalions  ii[>on  your  being  elected  by  the  free 
suffrage  of  ihe  freeholders  ot  this  Slate,  to  the  otHce  of 
Governor,  and  also  of  Lieutenant-Governor;  at  the  same 
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time  I  am  to  desire  that  you  will  make  such  arrangement 
of  your  affairs,  as  to  come  with  all  convenient  speed  to  Uiis 
place,  to  take  the  oath  of  the  otHce  which  you  shall  think 
proper  to  accept  of,  according  to  the  ordinance  of  the  late 
Convention,  and  likewise  to  signify  your  resignation  of  one 
of  ihem,  to  the  end  that  a  now  election  may  be  held. 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  witli  the  greatest  respect, 
"  Your  Excellency's 
"  Most  obedient  and  humble  servant. 
"To His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Ksqr." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  signed  by 
the  President,  and  transmuted  to  His  Excellency. 
Adjourned  umil  to-morrow  monung  10  o'clock. 


DIE  JOVIS,  10  uo.  A.  M. 

My  10,  1777. 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

PaESENT — Pierre  Van  Cortlanilc,  £sqr.  President. 
Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Jay,  Major 
Van  Zandt,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livins;ston,  Mr.  Cantme. 

Mr.  Jay  informed  the  Council  that  .Mr.  Robert  R.  Li- 
vingston, by  letter,  informed  liua  that  the  circumstances  of 
his  family  are  such,  as  to  render  his  going  to  Albany  ex- 
tiemely  difficult.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  be  taken 
from  the  committee  appointed  lo  repair  to  Head-Quarters  m 
the  northern  department,  and  confer  with  Major-General 
Schuyler,  upon  such  measures  as  mav  from  time  to  time 
appear  necessary  to  be  pursued  by  ihis  Slate,  for  the  aid 
and  support  of  the  said  department ;  and  that  Mr.  .Morns 
be  put  on  the  said  committee  in  his  stead.  Mr.  Living- 
ston's family  being  so  circumstanced  as  not  to  admit  of  Ins 
absence  at  present. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jay  be  added  to  the  committee  of 
intelligence. 

The  petition  of  Walter  Stouter,  a  prisoner  under  sen- 
tence of  death,  praying  to  be  restored  lo  iiis  former  liberty, 
and  a  petition  of  sundry  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the 
Old  Paltz,  soliciting  that  the  prayer  of  the  prisoner's  peti- 
tion may  be  granted,  were  rcspectivelv  read  and  filed. 

Whereas  the  said  Waller  ;Sioai.cr  was  by  a  general  court 
martial,  held  at  Fort  Moiitgomene,  the  day  of 
tried  and  convicted  of  treasonable  practices,  against  this 
and  the  United  States,  and  sentenced  to  sulTer  death,  which 
said  sentence  was  by  the  late  Convention  of  tliis  State  con- 
firmed :  And  wnenEAS  the  said  Convention  of  this  State 
willing  to  mitigate  the  rigour  of  justice,  did  resolve  that  the 
said  Walter  Stouter  be  pariloned  of  the  crimes  and  pun- 
ishment, wherewith  and  whereto  he  stood  convicted  and 
sentenced  as  aforesaid  ;  and  did  authorize  and  direct  this 
Council  to  issue  the  said  pardon  whenever  they  should 
deem  the  same  proper. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  do  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  this  Council  issue  a  pardon  to  the  said 
Waller  Stouter  accordinuiy. 

Ordered,  That  j\lr.  Sheriff  Dumont,  do  cause  to  be 
erected  in  the  most  convenient  part  of  the  yard  belonging 
to  the  court  house,  a  privy  for  the  use  of  the  members  of 
this  Council. 

Mr.  Piatt  has  leave  of  absence  until  Monday  ne.\t. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantine  pay  unto  Peter  Dumont  the 
sum  of  five  dollars  to  defray  hi.'  expenses  in  coming  to  this 
Council  with  some  intelligence  relative  to  the  Indians  ;  and 
that  the  Treasurer  repay  Mr.  Cantine  out  of  the  treasury 
of  this  State. 

The  Auditor-General  informs  the  Council  that  Captn. 
Rogers  hath  appeared  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  sloop 
Montgomerie,  upon  which  arise  tiie  following  doubts  : 
First,  Whether  the  crew  should  be  paid  their  wanes  at  the 
rateof  twenty-eight  days  lo  the  month.  Secondly,  Whether 


some  articles  taken  by  Captain  Rogers  from  one  of  the 
prizes  for  his  own  use  shall  be  charged  to  him.  And 
thirdly.  Whether  the  accounts  shall  be  settled  with  the 
crew  from  the  face  of  the  accounts  transmitted  by  Francis 
Lewis,  Esqr.  without  deducting  their  expenses  attendim;  an 
appeal  prosecuted  before  Congress  for  one  of  the  prizes  of 
the  said  sloop,  charging  the  said  expenses  to  account  of 
moneys  due  the  said  sloop,  in  the  hands  of  Joseph  Hal- 
let,  or  whether  the  said  expense  shall  be  deducted. 
In  answer  to  which, 

Resolved,  As  there  is  a  doubt  how  the  said  crew  ought 
to  be  paid,  therefore  in  consideration  of  their  loss  by  the 
neglect  of  the  agents  formerly  appointed  for  llicir  prizes, 
that  they  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  twenty-eight  days  to  the 
montii. 

Resolved,  That  the  captain  be  charged  with  the  articles 
above  mentioned  e.xcept  the  bolt  of  oznaburgs  and  liogshead 
of  ale,  taken  for  the  use  of  the  crew.  And 

Resolved,  That  the  expenses  of  the  said  appeal  be  li- 
quidated in  the  account  of  moneys  due  said  sloop  from  the 
said  Joseph  Hallet. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Colonel  John  Broome  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  out  of  the  moneys 
arising  from  the  sale  of  the  armed  sloop  Montgomerie  to 
pay  unto  Captain  William  Rogers,  late  commander  of  the 
said  sloop,  the  sum  of  lour  thousand  pounds  on  account  of 
the  prize  money  due  to  him  and  the  crew  of  the  said  sloop. 

Adjourned  until  this  afternoon  at  4  o'clock. 

Die  Jovis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  July  10,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  ,     ,,  . 

Present— Pierre  Van  CortlanJt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  TreJwell,  Mr.  Cantine,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Morris,  Jtr.  Jay, 
Blajor  Van  Zanilt,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  3Ir.  Harper. 

The  warden  of  the  Fleet  prison,  by  letter  informs  the 
board  that  there  are  just  arrived  from  Albany,  in  two  sloops, 
eighty  prisoners,  to  be  confined  on  board  the  Fleet  pi  ison  ; 
that  as  many  of  them  are  charged  with  heavy  crimes,  and  the 
guard  who  attended  them  down  are  to  return  immediately, 
the  warden  thinks  the  present  guard  too  weak,  and  there- 
fore requests  that  some  members  be  sent  down  to  assist  in 
the  disposition  of  the  present  guard  and  the  prisoners. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Van  Zandt  and  Mr.  Cantine,  tak- 
ing to  their  assistance  the  sheriff  of  Ulster,  do  immediately 
proceed  to  the  strand  and  give  such  direction  with  respect 
to  the  guard  and  disposition  of  the  said  prisoners. 

On  the  application  of  Mrs.  Pemberton,  wife  of  William 
Pemberlon,  confined  in  the  jail  of  Kingston, 

Ordered,  That  she  be  permitted  to  go  to  Albany  and 
return  to  this  place  with  her  effects. 

A  letter  from  Abel  Belknap,  chairman  of  the  conimitlce 
of  Newbnrg  precinct,  relative  lo  Benj.  Smith,  who  was  dis- 
charged by  this  Council,  and  signilying  their  dissatisfaction 
with  the  conduct  of  the  Council  in  discharging  from  confine- 
ment, persons  who,  in  the  opinion  ot  the  said  committee, 
ought  to  continue  in  confinement,  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  uriil  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

July  11,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  lo  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Esfir.  President. 
Mr.  Cantine,  Major  Van  Zanilt,  Mr.  Trcdwell,  Major  Tappen,  Mr. 
Gilbt.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Harper,  Colo.  De  Witt. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
tiie  commissioners  for  detecting  and  defeating  all  conspira- 
cies, &c.  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  on  account,  and 
that  he  pay  the  said  sum  to  Melancton  Smith,  Esqr.  one 
of  the  said  commissioners,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the 
same. 
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A  Iciw  froi"  Genl.  Schuyler,  daled  at  Fort  Edward, 
I  iv  9tli  instant,  signifying  his  astonishment  at  tlie  con- 
duct of  the  general  officers  in  evacuating  Ticonderoga, 
6&d 

^^Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  so  much  of  General  Schuy- 
ler's letter  as  relates  to  ilie  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga,  be 
transmitted  by  express  to  General  Putnam. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  General  Putnam  on  the  subject  was 
then  read,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Sir— The  Council  have  directed  me  to  transmit  to  you 
by  express,  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  General 
Schuyler.  They  think  it  of  importance  that  you  sliould, 
from  time  to  time  be  apprised  of  the  situation  of  affairs  in 
the  northern  department,  and  will  omit  no  opportunities  of 
communicating  to  you  whatever  intelligence  they  may  re- 
ceive from  that  quarter. 

"  The  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  appears  to  the  Council 
highly  reprehensible,  and  it  gives  them  great  pain  to  find 
that  a  measure  so  absurd  and  probably  criminal  should  be 
imputed  to  the  direction  of  General  Schuyler,  in  whose 
zeal,  vigilance  and  integrity  the  Council  repose  the  highest 
confidence. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

"  Yours  &c. 

"  Major-General  Putnam." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted  (together  with  a  copy  of 
Genl.  Schuyler's  letter)  to  General  Putnam  by  express. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  John  Broome,  dated  at  Hartford, 
the  fifth  instant,  informing  lliat  pursuant  to  the  order  of 
Council,  he  hath  disposed  of  the  sloop  Montgomerie  for 
three  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  lawful  money, 
was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  an  express  be  sent  to  Mr.  Robert  R. 
Livingston,  requesting  that  he  repair  to  this  Council  with- 
out delay. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lasher  do,  as  soon  as  possible, 
cause  to  be  made  up  twenty  thousand  musket  cartridges 
and  a  proportion  of  ball,  and  that  Mr.  Cantine  see  this 
order  executed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Colonels  Graham  and  Sutherland  in 
Dutchess  county,  and  the  Lieutenant-Colonels  Hornbeeck 
and  Elmendorph  in  Ulster  county,  do  without  delay  cause 
an  exact  return  to  be  made  to  this  Council  of  the  state  of 
the  regiments  under  their  respective  commands,  as  to  num- 
ber of  men,  arms,  ammunition,  &c. 

A  letter  from  the  marine  committee  of  Congress,  dated 
at  Philadelphia.  June  the  tv;eniy-sixlh,  directing  proper 
persons  (under  the  rank  of  captain)  as  officers  for  the 
frigates  to  be  appointed,  was  read,  and  is  as  follows,  vizt: 

"  In  Marine  Committee,  ) 
"  Philadelphia,  Juna  26,  1777.  \ 

"Gentlemen — We  are  informed  by  a  letter  from  the 
captains  of  the  Continental  frijates  in  Hudson's  river;  that 
the  general  officers  sent  by  His  Excellency  General  Wa- 
shington to  view  the  fortilicalions  and  obstructions  in  said 
river,  were  of  opinion  that  the  frigates  would  be  service- 
able in  defending  and  covering  the  same  ;  and  we  find  by 
an  extract  from  your  minutes  enclosed  in  said  letter,  that 
you  were  of  the  same  opinion  ;  in  consequence  whereof, 
we  have  now  given  orders  to  the  said  captains  to  have  the 
frigates  put  in  as  good  a  state  of  defence  as  can  be  admil- 
ted,  and  to  follow  and  obey  such  orders  as  they  may  re- 
ceive from  General  Washington  or  the  commanding  officer 
who  may  direct  the  operations  in  that  quarter. 

"We  must  beg  your  assistance  in  getting  the  ships  fit- 
led,  and  we  now  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  a  sufficient 
number  of  blank  commissions  and  warrants  for  the  lieu- 
tenants and  other  officers,  who  are  to  he  appointed  tempo- 
rarily until  such  time  as  we  are  sufficiently  informed  that 


they  are  well  qualified  for  the  stations  in  which  they  may 
be  put ;  therefore  you  will  please  to  fill  up  the  commis- 
sions with  this  proviso.  And  wc  have  required  the  cap- 
tains to  join  with  you  in  your  researches  for  men  ot  good 
character,  whom  you  can  freely  recommend  for  a  perma- 
nent establishment  in  our  navy.  We  must  fuiihcr  beg 
leave  to  trouble  you  to  send  us  a  list  of  their  names,  sta- 
tions and  qualifications,  and  have  the  honour  to  be, 
"  Gentlemen,  your  very  obedt.  scrvts. 

"JOHN  HANXnCK, 
"ROBT.  MORRiy, 
"  H.  Z.  MARCH  A  NT. 
"ROGER  SHERMA.N, 
"GEO.  FROST, 
"PHIL.  LIVINGSTOX, 
"NICHS.  VA\  DVKK 
"BENJ.  HARRISON, 
"GEO.  WATSON. 

''  The  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety 

for  the  Slate  of  New- York." 

Blank  commissions  for  those  officers  were  received  by 
the  same  opportunity,  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tredwell  repair  to  the  Highlands  to 
make  inquiry  what  officers,  under  the  rank  of  captain,  are 
on  board  those  ships,  their  characters,  &c.  And  further, 
that  he  endeavour  to  find  out  proper  persons  for  those  offi- 
cers, if  those  on  board  should  be  deficient  in  number  or 
qualifications,  and  report  the  same. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  General  Schuyler,  in  answer  to 
his  received  this  dav,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Sir — The  Council  have  received  your  letter  of  the 
ninth  instant,  and  forwarded  the  one  it  enclosed  to  Gene- 
ral Washington  by  express.  The  evacuation  of  Ticonde- 
roga is  very  extraordinary.  They  readily  acquit  you  of 
any  agency  in  that  measure,  and  hope  you  will  treat  such 
insinuations  with  the  same  contempt  and  indiflerence 
they  do.  The  Council  direct  me  to  assure  you  of  their 
readiness  to  comply  with  all  requisitions  you  may  make, 
and  which  may  be  in  their  power  to  perform.  Thev  are 
persuaded  that  your  exertions  will  be  such  as  to  merit  the 
approbation  of  your  country,  whatever  may  be  the  event. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &;c. 

"  Major-Genl.  SciinvLER  " 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  signed  by 
the  President,  and  transmitted  by  the  express  now  return- 
ing. 

It  being  suggested  to  the  Council,  that  the  office  of  vic- 
tualler to  the  Fleet  prison  can,  with  greater  convenience 
and  regularity,  be  executed  by  the  warden  of  the  said 
prison. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Charles  Giles,  who  is  appointed  to 
the  office  of  victualler  to  the  Fleet  prison,  be  discharged 
from  his  said  office  on  the  twenty-eighth  instant,  and  that 
Captain  Henry  Benson  be  appointed  to  execute  the  said 
office  from  that  day. 

A  certificate,  dated  Peekskill,  June  the  twenty-fifth, 
signed  by  Dr.  Putnam,  A.  D.  C.  that  Solomon  Wright,  of 
New-Marlborougli  precinct,  (who  having  been  over  to 
the  enemy  and  is  returned)  hath  taken  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance to  this  k.'tate,  was  received,  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  issue  a  pardon  to  him, 
pursuant  to  the  ordinance  of  the  late  Conveniion. 

A  letter  from  John  Eisenlord  and  Frederick  Fisher, 
commissioners  of  sequestration  in  the  county  of  Tryon, 
requesting  instructions  relative  to  property  claimed,  was 
read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  the  late 
Convention  on  that  subject  be  transmitted  to  the  commis- 
sioners, and  that  they  be  informed  that  this  Council  do  not 
think  it  expedient  to  alter  the  same,  but  that  they  doubt 
not  that  the  Legislature  will  remedy  the  matter. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 
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DIE  SABBATI,  10  no.  a.  m. 

My  12,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Harpur,  Mr.  Tredwcll,  Mr.  Jay,  Major  Van 
Zandt,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  .Mr.  Cantme,  Colo.  Va  Witt. 

The  nieinorial  of  John  Wheelock,  Esqr.  selling  forth  his 
inabihty  to  raise  tiie  number  of  men  m  tlie  norUieasiern 
part  of  this  State,  as  stipulated  by  the  resokuions  of  the 
late  Convention,  to  eiiiiile  the  officers  of  the  corps  to  com- 
missions ;  that  at  the  most  only  eighty  men  are  enijaged, 
part  of  whom  are  now  at  Fishkill,  pursuant  to  the  order  of 
this  Board — ihe  memorialist  prays  the  Coiuicil  to  deter- 
mine whether  ihey  think  it  e.\pedient  lo  confirm  ihe  said 
corps — was  received,  read  and  tiled,  and 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  commuted  to  Mr.  Jay,  Mr. 
Robt.  R.  Livingston  and  Colo.  De  Win. 

Then  adjourned  until  this  afternoon,  4  o'clock. 

Die  Sabbati,  4  ho.  P.  M.  July  12,  1777. 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  President  and  some  members  met,  and  agreed  to 
meet  again  to-morrow  morning,  and  attend  the  arrival  of 
any  despatches. 


DIE  SOLIS,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

July  13,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pbesent — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  Presiilent. 
Mr.  Tappen,  Mr.  Harpur,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Jay,  Major  Van  Zandt, 
Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Mr.  Canline,  Colo.  Dc  Wilt. 

No  material  intelligence  or  business  olTering, 
Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


DIE  LUN^,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

July  14,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  lo  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  KsqT.  President. 
Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Harpur,  Major  Tappen,  Geni.  Scott,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr. 
Gilbert  Livingston,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Colonel  De  Witt. 

A  letter  from  His  E.vcellency  Governor  Clinton,  dated 
at  Fort  Montgomerie,  the  eleventh  July,  1777,  was  receiv- 
ed, read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Fort  Monlgomern,  lilh  July,  1777. 

"  Gentlemen — Your  favour  of  the  9ih  instant  by  ex- 
press, is  received.  I  am  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  con- 
gratulations upon  the  honour  conterrod  on  me  by  the  peo- 
ple. If  I  was  left  to  consult  my  own  inciinalions,  howev- 
er honourable  the  offices  to  which  I  am  elected,  I  should 
decline  the  acceptance  of  eiiher  of  ihem  ;  but  as  I  don't 
conceive  myself  at  liberty  to  refuse  my  services  in  what- 
ever office  I  mav  be  placed  by  the  tree  suffrages  of  the  pu- 
blic, I  shall  as  soon  as  I  can,  consistent  with  my  duty  to 
the  Continent  as  ilieir  officer,  and  the  safely  of  ilie  State 
at  this  post  will  adinil,  repair  to  Kingston  and  take  the 
oaths  agreeably  to  your  request. 

"  My  appointment  as  Governor,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
leaves  the  office  of  Lieulcnani-Governor  of  course  vacant, 
rendering  my  election  as  such,  a  nullity  ;  in  which  ca.se  a 
resignation  would  become  unnecessary  ;  but  least  a  diffe- 
rence of  sentiment  should  occasion  any  delay  in  ordering 
a  new  election  for  Lieutenant-Governor,  I  do  hereby  re- 
sign that  office. 

"  From  the  movements  of  the  enemy  to  the  northward, 
and  late  accounts  by  deserters  from  the  city  of  New- York, 
249 


I  we  have  the  utmost  reason  to  expect  the  enemy  up  this  ri- 
ver and  a  sudden  attack  on  this  post ;  this  will  occasion  my 
steady  continuance  here  till  their  designs  are  more  certainly 
known.    I  am  with  due  respect,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obedt.  humble  servt. 

"  GEO.  CLINTON. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety 

of  the  State  of  New- York." 

A  letter  from  the  General  Assembly  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  dated  Boston,  July  2d,  and  signed  Jer.  Powel,  [^resi- 
dent, acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  letter  from  Conven- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  depreciation  of  paper  money, 
was  received,  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, vizt : 

"  Council  Chamber,  Boston,  July  -Id,  1777. 

"Sir — The  letter  from  your  Convention  has  been  receiv- 
ed, and  also  one  from  the  President  of  ihe  Coiuicil  ot 
Safely  of  your  Slate ;  ihe  latter  of  which  is  now  under 
the  consideration  of  a  committee  of  both  Houses. 

"  The  Slate  of  Massachusetts  Bay  being  greally  alarm- 
ed with  the  depreciation,  surplusage  and  counlerteiiing  of 
the  paper  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  the  New-England 
States  in  particular,  and  the  distressed  stale  of  their  com- 
merce, arising  from  these  and  other  causes,  and  consider- 
ing that  these  bills  have  passed  freely  llirough  the  New- 
England  Stales,  and  also  the  Stale  of  New-York;  that  bv 
their  vicinity,  these  Slates  are  naturally  afTected  by  the 
operations  of  each  other,  that  divers  laws  and  regulations 
of  some  of  them  have  given  great  uneasiness  to  others  of 
them  ;  that  for  want  of  timely  explanation,  destructive 
jealousies  may  arise,  and  for  want  of  consultations  and 
concurrence  of  measures,  the  best  means  of  removing 
those  evils  may  not  be  discovered,  nor  any  measures  sup- 
ported with  sufficient  vigour ;  they  have  passed  the  en- 
closed resolve,  and  hope  it  will  meet  your  approbaiion  and 
concurrence. 

"  It  gives  us  great  concern  to  find  that  some  of  our  re- 
gulations which  were  undertaken  with  the  sinceresi  inten- 
tions and  expectations  of  promoting  the  common  welfare 
siiould  occasion  such  uneasiness  in  you.  We  wish  lo  give 
satisfaction  lo  a  sister  Slate  in  whose  welfare  we  are  so 
deeply  interested  and  in  whose  distresses  we  so  sincerelv 
sympathize,  and  to  consult  with  you  a  system  of  conduct 
under  these  embarrassments  of  our  internal  government 
and  such  an  exercise  of  that  independency  which  we 
enjoy  in  common  with  the  other  Slates  of  America,  as 
may  conduce  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole.  We  wish  to 
satisfy  you  that  our  internal  regulation  of  which  you  corn- 
plain  did  not  arise  from  a  senseless  forgetfulness  of  our 
own  sufferings  by  the  present  war,  nor  a  wicked  ingrati- 
tude to  your  Slate,  among  others,  for  the  great  sup- 
port we  received  by  your  pity  and  relief,  much  less  from 
an  inattention  to  the  voice  of  humanity  and  an  inclination 
lo  build  our  prosperity  on  the  calamity  of  our  neighbours, 
but  thai  the  prevention  of  this  practice  among  individuals 
was  the  real  object  of  our  regulations. 

"  After  all  our  supposed  advantages  there  is  a  very  great 
scarcity  (real  or  artificial)  of  necessary  articles  with  us  as 
well  as  with  y  'U  ;  but  we  desire  you  will  consider  all 
America  as  one  community,  and  trust  we  shall  ever  take 
pleasure  in  relieving  the  wants  and  alleviating  the  distres- 
ses of  every  part  thereof. 

"  In  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  General  Assembly, 
"I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedt.  humble  servt. 

"JER.  POWELL,  President. 

"  P.  S.  We  have  addressed  the  Honourable  Congress 
on  the  occasion  and  subject  of  this  conference  in  order  to 
obviate  any  misconstruction  of  the  same.  The  resolve  re- 
ferred to  in  the  above  letter  was  forwarded  by  the  Secre- 
tary by  the  post  last  Monday,  via  Providence. 
"The  Governor  of  the  Stale  ol  New-York." 

The  resolution  referred  to  in  the  above  lellter  was  tiien 
read,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 
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"  State  of  Massachusetts  Bat,  ) 
"  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  > 
June  27,  1777.  ) 

X  Jlesolved,  That  the  Honble.  R.  Treat  Paine  and  Azor 
Ornc,  Esqr.  with  such  as  the  Honourable  Board  sliall  join, 
be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  committee  in  behalf  of  this 
State  to  meet  committees  from  the  General  Assemblies  ot 
the  States  of  New-Hampshire,  Rhode-Island,  Connecticut 
and  New-York,  at  the  town  of  Springfield,  in  the  county 
of  Hampshire,  within  this  State,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of 
July  next ;  in  case  said  Assemblies  think  fit  to  appoint  such 
committees,  then  and  there  to  hold  a  conference  respecting 
the  state  of  the  paper  currency  of  the  said  governments,  ot 
the  expediency  of  calling  in  the  same  by  taxes  or  other- 
wise ;  of  the  most  effectual,  expeditious  and  equal  method 
of  doing  it,  and  to  consult  upon  tlie  best  means  for  pre- 
venting the  depreciation  and  counterfeiting  of  the  same  ; 
and  also  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  with  respect 
to  the  acts  lately  made  to  prevent  monopoly  and  oppres- 
sion, and  to  confer  upon  the  late  acts  for  preventing  the 
transportation  by  land  of  certain  articles  from  one  State  to 
another,  and  to  consider  such  other  matters  as  particularly 
concern  the  immediate  welfare  of  said  Stales,  and  are  not 
repugnant  to  or  interfering  with  the  powers  and  authorities 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  to  report  the  result  of 
iheir  conference  to  the  general  court.  And  the  Secretary 
is  hereby  directed  immediately  to  transmit  authenticated 
copies  of  this  resolve  to  the  General  Assemblies  of  the 
States  aforementioned. 

"  And  every  clause  in  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  in  addition 
to  and  for  amending  and  more  effectually  carrying  into 
execution  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  monopoly  and 
oppression,  made  the  present  year,'  be  and  hereby  are  sus- 
pended until  the  further  order  of  this  court,  excepting  the 
two  first  enacting  clauses  in  the  act  before  mentioned,  de- 
termining the  prices  certain  articles  therein  enumerated, 
shall  be  sold  at. 

"  Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

"  R.  T.  PAINE,  Spkr.  P.  T. 

"  In  Council,  June  27,  1777. 
"  Read  and  concurred  in,  and  Thos.  Cushing,  Esq.  is 
joined  on  the  part  of  the  board. 

"JOHN  AVERY,  Dpy.  SSecy. 
"  Consented  to  by  a  major  part  of  the  Council. 
"  A  true  copy. 

"  Attest." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  resolution  referred  to 
in  the  same,  be  committed  to  Mr.  Jay. 

Resolved,  That  the  silting  of  the  supreme  court  of  judi- 
cature for  this  State  be  adjourned  from  the  last  Tuesday  of 
July  instant,  to  the  last  Tuesday  of  August  next,  of  which 
all  persons  are  rcnuired  to  take  notice  and  govern  them- 
selves accordingly. 

On  reading  the  petition  of  Elnathan  Foster, 

Ordered,  That  he  be  permitted  to  visit  and  abide  with 
his  family  for  the  term  of  one  week. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  have  leave  of 
absence  for  five  days,  on  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Robt.  R. 
Livingston  and  Mr.  Plait.  ,  , ,. 

Adjourned  until  the  afternoon  4  o'clock. 

Die  Lvhje,  4  ho.  P.  M.  July  14,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

P&ESENT — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Jay,  Genl.  Scott,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Gilbl.  Livingston,  Colo.  De 
Wilt,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Canline 

Sundry  petitions  of  iniinical  persons  confined  on  board 
the  Fleet  prison,  and  in  the  jail  of  Kingston,  were  read. 
Some  of  them  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  the 
lesidue  committed  to  report  thereon  their  crimes. 

Samuel  Tid,  a  person  traveling  through  lliis  place  and 
who  says  he  came  from  Fort  Independence  on  the  evacua- 
tion of  that  post,  being  suspected  lo  be  a  deserter,  was 


brought  before  the  Council  and  examined  :  And  there- 
upon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Samuel  Tid  be  confined  on 
board  Captain  Benson's  own  sloop,  until  further  inquiry  can 
be  made  as  to  his  political  character. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  a.  m. 

July  15,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Pkesent— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Harpur,  Mr.  Cantine,  Colo.  IJe  Witt 
Major  Van  Zandt,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  (iilln.  Lu-iip'ston' 
General  hcoU,  Mr.  Kobt.  R.  Livingston.  ' 

The  petitions  of  sundry  persons  confined  on  board  the 
Fleet  prison,  sent  thither  from  Albany,  prayino  to  be  re- 
leased from  confinement,  were  read.  And 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  Ten  Brocck  be  re- 
quested lo  transmit  all  such  parts  of  ihe  proceedings  of  liic 
general  court  martial  held  at  Albany,  respecting  ilie  per- 
sons brought  before  the  said  court,  and  sent  from  Albany 
to  the  Fleet  prison,  and  which  have  not  heretofore  been 
transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  Samuel  Herring,  of  Orange  county, 
confined  in  Kingston  jail,  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance, be  discharged. 

A  letter  from  General  Putnam,  dated  the  twelfth  instant, 
was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Head-Quarters,  Peekskill,  July  12,  1777. 

"  Sir — Received  yours  from  the  Council  of  Safotv, 
with  the  enclosed  copy  from  Genl.  Schuyler.  Am  sreativ 
astonished  at  the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  in  the  nianne'r 
it  is  represented  ;  think  there  is  great  fault  some  where. 

"  By  a  woman  from  New-York  last  Sunday,  am  just 
now  informed  that  a  packet  arrived  there  last  week  on 
Thursday  ;  brought  some  advices  to  Genl.  Howe,  but  what 
she  is  unable  to  say  ;  that  the  troops  were  embarked,  had 
orders  to  take  on  board  20  days'  provision  ;  that  several  of 
the  principal  merchants  had  put  their  goods  on  board  ; 
tliat  three  transports  sailed  up  the  East  river  last  Saturday 
with  soldiers  on  board  ;  that  great  fault  was  found  by  tlie 
officers,  that  General  Howe  had  made  no  greater  conquest 
of  America ;  that  the  enemy  designed  to  attack  us  east 
and  north. 

"  By  Mr.  Slorer,  quarter-master  lo  Genl.  Glover's 
brigade,  direct  from  Head-Quarters  at  Morris  Town,  am 
informed  that  Genl.  Washington  is  on  the  march  with  his 
army  lo  this  place  ;  that  a  justice  who  went  to  the  enemy 
from  Jersey  is  returned  back,  says  a  packet  arrived  at 
New-York  Thursday  last  week,  and  brings  advice  that  the 
East  India  Company  have  declared  themselves  independent 
of  Great  Britain,  which  has  occasioned  some  new  orders 
lo  Genl.  Howe. 

"  By  a  deserter  this  day  come  in  from  Powles  Hook, 
am  informed  that  lliey  have  eight  regiments  ihere  ;  that 
forty  transports,  under  convoy  of  a  large  ship  and  six 
frigates,  sailed  out  of  the  Hook  on  the  9th  in.siant ;  that 
Genl.  Howe's  army  consists  of  19,000  men. 

"  With  esteem,  am  your  obedt.  humble  servt. 

"ISRAEL  PUTNAM. 

"To  the  Honourable  PrERRE  Van  Cortl.a.ndt, 

President  of  the  Council  of  Safety  .  ' 

A  letter  from  Captain  Hodge,  of  the  Continental  friirate 
Montgomerie,  dated  July  the  thirteenth,  with  a  list  of  offi- 
cers by  him  recommended  for  the  said  ships,  together  with 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  marine  committee  to  him  dated 
June  the  twenty-sixth,  on  the  same  subject,  was  read  and 
filed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Piatt  and  Mr.  Van 
Zandt  be  a  committee  to  report  a  list  and  arrangement  of 
proper  persons  as  officers  for  the  Continental  frigates. 
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Mr.  Tredwell  has  leave  of  absence  for  ten  days. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hobart  be  wrilien  to,  and  requested 
to  attend  the  Council. 

Tlie  memorial  of  Richard  Hatfield,  in  behalf  of  Joshua 
Hatfield,  late  an  inhabitant  cf  Westchester  county,  was 
received  and  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  l\'eu--York  ; 

"The  petition  of  Richard  Hatfield,  in  behalf  of  Joshua 
Hatfield,  late  an  inhabitant  oi  the  White  Plains,  in  the 
county  of  Westchester, 
"  Humbly  Sheweth  : 

"  That  the  said  Joshua  Hatfield  in  and  by  two 
several  bonds,  bearing  date  the  tweltih  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  inousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-four,  became  jointly  and  severally  bound,  with  his 
son  Barns  Hatfield,  unto  one  Peter  Bonett  and  Jolin  Tomp- 
kins, in  the  penal  sum  of  three  r.undred  pounds,  conditioned 
for  the  payment  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  with 
lawful  interest;  that  the  whole  of  the  said  moneys  (which 
are  now  due,  with  part  of  the  interest,)  have  been  received 
by  the  said  Barns  Hatfield,  lor  ins  own  separate  use  and  be- 
hoof (the  said  Joshua  Halfieii  oeing  only  his  security,)  that 
the  said  Barns  Hatfield,  some  :\mc  after  the  e.xecution  of  the 
said  bond,  to  wit,  on  the  fittr;  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-sis.  in  order  to  save  harmless 
and  keep  indemnified  the  sa:  i  Joshua  Hatfield,  did,  to- 

5 ether  with  his  brother,  Peter  Hatfield,  for  whom  the  said 
oshua  Hatfield  also  became  bound  as  a  security,  executed 
a  certain  bill  of  sale  in  the  nature  of  a  mortgage  for  a  cer- 
tain negro  boy  and  stallion,  a.^.d  also  for  sundry  other  arti- 
cles in  the  same  mentioned. 

"That  at  the  time  the  enemy  advanced  to  the  White 
Plains,  in  November  last,  they  took  possession  of  the  said 
stallion ;  that  the  said  negro  zov  is  since  dead ;  and  that 
sundry  of  the  articles  in  tlie  said  bill  of  sale  mentioned, 
have  been  disposed  of  by  the  said  Barns  Hatfield,  and  ap- 
propriated to  his  own  use,  previous  to  his  havmg  joined  the 
enemy,  which  your  petitioner  with  much  regret,  mentions  I 
has  been  the  case  ;  tliat  there  is  now  standing  on  the  farm 
of  the  said  Joshua  Hatfield,  in  Dutchess  county,  about 
twelve  acres  of  wheat,  which  was  sown  by  the  said  Barns 
Hatfield,  previous  to  his  having  joined  the  enemy. 

"That  your  petitioner  is  ol  opinion  that  the  articles  now 
undisposed,  of  those  which  were  mortgaged  as  aforesaid, 
are  insufficient  to  indemnify  the  said  Joshua  Hatfield,  in 
being  security  as  aforesaid.  Your  petitioner  flattering  him- 
self it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Honourable  Council  of 
Safety,  that  persons  friendiv  to  the  cause  of  America, 
should  be  injured  by  the  misconduct  of  disaffected  persons, 
takes  the  liberty  of  presenting  this  petition.  And  although 
a  sale  of  the  wheat  aforesaid  woidd  amount  to  a  small  sum, 
yet  as  the  said  Joshua  Hatti--.  i  has  sufiered  much  by  the 
devastation  of  his  property  the  enemy,  your  petitioner 
humbly  prays  that  the  Honournule  Council  of  Safety  will 
be  favourably  pleased  to  grant  to  the  said  Joshua  Hatfield 
the  wheat  aforesaid  for  his  indemnification,  and  your  peti- 
tioner shall  ever  pray. 

"RICHARD  HATFIELD. 

"  15th  July,  1777." 

"  Kinf^ston,  \blhJuly,  1777. — The  above  named  Rich- 
ard Hatfield,  being  duly  swotn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he 
was  a  witness  to  the  execution  ot  the  said  bill  of  sale  above 
mentioned,  to  have  been  ex';':uted  by  the  said  Barns 
Hatfield  and  Peter  Hatfield,  and  that  he  verily  believes 
the  same  was  executed  to  indemnify  the  said  Joshua 
Hatfield  in  becoming  security  .'is  above  mentioned  ;  and 
that  the  facts  set  forth  as  abovf;  are  true,  and  further  saith 
not. 

"  RICHARD  HATFIELD. 
"  Sworn  the  day  and  year  above  } 
written,  before  me,  ^ 
"  JouN  Jay." 

The  same  being  taken  into  consideration, 


Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  for  this  Board  to  inter- 
fere in  private  contracts. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Piatt  be  added  to  the  committee  to 
confer  with  Major  Wheelock. 

Ordered,  That  Lieutenant-Colonel  Elmendorpli  do,  by 
drafts  out  of  the  regiment  of  militia  under  his  command', 
furnish  a  captain  and  twenty  men  to  guard  the  jirisoners 
confined  in  Kingston  jail  and  on  board  the  Fleet  prison  ; 
and  that  the  said  guard  do  parade  at  the  court  liuuse  in 
Kingston,  on  Thursday  next,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  aliL-rnoon. 

Ordered,  That  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hornbeck  do  m  like 
manner,  out  of  the  regiment  under  Ins  command,  furnish 
a  guard  of  a  lieutenant  and  fifteen  men  fur  the  like  pur- 
pose. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  lieutenant-colonels  do  cause  the 
said  guard  to  be  relieved  week!}',  by  similar  dratii  from 
the  said  regiments  of  militia,  until  the  company  of  gu.irds 
which  this  board  are  endeavouring  to  raise  can  be'  com- 
pleted. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  drafts  be  allowed  the  like  pay 
and  subsistence  as  are  allowed  to  Captain  Schoonmaker's 
company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Captains  Elmendorph  and  Bogardus, 
of  Colonel  Snyder's  regiment,  do,  by  four  o'clock  this 
afternoon,  furnish  a  guard  of  twenty-four  men  to  relieve 
the  guards  at  the  court  house  and  Fleet  prison,  to  be  con- 
tinued until  relieved  by  other  guards  from  the  niiliiia. 

Colonel  Eleazer  Patterson  (who  is  sent  by  the  commit- 
tee of  Cumberland  county)  delivered  into  Council  the  fol- 
lowing letters  and  papers,  to  wit : 

A  representation  from  the  committee  of  the  said  county, 
dated  at  Brattleborough,  June  twenty-sixth  last  past,  and 
signed  by  James  Clay,  Esqr.  chairman,  giving  an  account 
of  the  slate  of  the  said  county  as  to  the  revolted  subjects 
who  set  up  an  independent  government. 

A  letter  from  Simon  Stevens,  Esqr.  dated  Spnngileld, 
June  twenty-third,  on  the  same  subject. 
I     A  copy  of  a  certified  extract  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Convention  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  dated  the  fourlh  day 
of  June  last  past. 

Anotlier  copy  of  a  certified  extract  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  said  Convention,  of  the  same  date. 

A  petition  of  Andrew  Naughten,  confined  in  the  jail  of 
the  said  county  by  the  authority  of  the  said  Convention. 

A  letter  from  Paul  Spooner,  Esqr.  (who  was  appointed 
to  the  office  of  sheriff  of  the  said  county  by  the  late  Con- 
vention of  the  State  of  New-York)  declining  to  exercise 
the  said  office. 

A  certificate  from  the  committee  of  Cumberland  county, 
dated  June  the  Iwenly-seventh,  signed  by  .lames  Clay, 
Esquire,  chairman,  setting  forth  the  apiiointment  of  Colo- 
nel Patterson  to  convey  to  the  Assembly  or  Convention  of 
New-York  the  representation  above  mentioned,  with  the 
papers  enclosed. 

The  said  letters  and  papers  being  read, 
Ordered,  That  they  be  committed  to  Mr.  Robert  R. 
Livingston,  General  Scott  and  Major  'I'appcn. 
Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  no.  a.  m. 

My  16,  1777. 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  E^qr.  President. 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  jMr.  Cnnline,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Harpar 
Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  PlaU,  Colo.  Do  Witt,  Mr.  Jay. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  J'rederick  Schoonmaker  be 
and  he  is  hereby  appointed  to  raise  a  company  of  men 
similar  to  the  company  he  lately  raised  and  commanded, 
pursuant  to  the  resolutions  of  the  late  Convention,  passed 
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.    j^-eniy-ninlh  of  April  last ;  and  to  be  under  the  like 

.  liiioiis  as  to  service,  pay  and  subsistence  ;  and  to  con- 
Unue  in  service  until  the  first  day  of  December  next,  un- 
'cM  sooner  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  Frederick  Baits  and  Jlartin  Loop,  ot 
ihe  manor  of  Livingston,  confined  on  board  tlie  Fleet  pri- 
son for  disaffection  to  the  American  cause,  on  their  taking 
tl,c  oaih  of  allegiance,  be  discharged,  according  to  the 
prayer  of  their  petition. 

Ordered,  That  blank  warrants  for  a  boatswain  and  cook 
for  the  Continental  frigates  Congress  and  Monlgomerie,  be 
jent  to  the  commanders  of  those  ships  respectively,  vviio 
are  hereby  authorized  to  fill  them  up  with  the  names  of 
such  persons  as  to  tiiem  shall  appear  properly  qualified. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  do  issue  a  pardon  to  Wil- 
liam Kclder  (who  was,  by  a  court  martial  held  at  Fort 
Monfomerie,  May  the  second,  tried,  convicted  and  sen- 
tenced to  suffer  death  for  treasonable  practices  against  this 
Slate)  of  the  crimes  and  punishment  whereof  and  whereto 
he  stands  charged,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  late 
Convention. 

Two  letters  from  Tryon  county,  the  one  from  the  com- 
mittee at  Harpersfield,  dated  the  4th  instant ;  the  other 
from  William  Harper,  Esqr.  dated  the  8th  inst.  informing 
the  Council  of  their  apprehensions  of  the  Indians,  and 
praying  the  Council  to  provide  means  for  their  protection, 
were  read  and  filed. 

Colo.  John  Harper  and  a  Mr.  Johnston,  the  bearers  of 
these  letters,  were  examined,  and  [their  examinations]  are 
in  the  words  following,  vizt  : 

"  Ulster  County,  ss. — Colo.  John  Harper,  of  Harpers- 
field,  in  Tryon  county,  being  e.tamincd  says,  that  on  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  June  last,  Brigadier-General  Her- 
kiemer,  of  Tryon  county,  with  about  three  hundred  and 
eighty  of  the  militia  of  that  county,  met  Joseph  Brandt  at 
a  place  called  Unadella,  on  the  Susqueliannah,  to  demand 
of  him  the  reason  why  he  had  taken  cattle  from  the  people 
of  that  place.  That  he,  the  said  John  Harper,  was  there 
present  as  one  ;  that  Brandt  appeared  with  several  Indian 
chief  warriors  with  him  to  hear  what  the  General  had  to 
■ay  to  ihem. 

"  That  General  Herkiemer  delivered  his  speech  tending 
lo  peace  with  the  Indian  nations. 

"  That  Brandt  replied  that  he  was  thankful  that  the  Ge- 
neral was  so  peaceably  disposed,  but  as  they  were  hungry 
Uicy  could  not  speak  until  they  had  eaten  ;  that  Brandt 
and  his  chiefs  went  away  to  refresh  themselves  and  return- 
ed with  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  warriors,  to 
wit,  about  136  or  137  warriors.  That  Brandt  then  said 
to  the  General  he  was  glad  that  he  and  his  party  were 
80  peaceably  disposed,  but  that  by  their  numbers  they  ap- 
peared lo  be  disposed  for  war,  and  if  so,  he  was  ready  for 
ihem.  That  he  farther  said,  he  appeared  there  because  of 
seveial  things  which  keeps  the  minds  of  the  Six  Nations 
uneasy. 

"  That  one  reason  he  assigned  was,  that  the  Mohawks 
were  confined  and  had  not  the  liberty  of  passing  and  re- 
passing as  formerly. 

"  2ndly.  That  their  minister,  Mr.  Stewart,  had  not  liber- 
ty to  pass  and  repass  to  ihem  as  formerly,  so  that  ihey 
could  not  carry  on  iheir  religious  worship  as  formerly. 

"  3rdly.  That  forts  were  built  within  the  lines  of  the 
Indians'  territory  on  their  lands  ;  that  these  were  the  only 
matters  of  consequence  which  made  the  minds  of  the  Six 
Nations  uneasy,  and  appeared  as  if  designed  against  lliem  ; 
that  if  these  things  were  rectified,  it  would  give  their  minds 
ease. 

"  That  General  Herkiemer  asked  if  they  would  be 
peac-.  abie  and  do  nothing  against  the  country  if  these  things 
Were  rectified'? 

"That  to  this  Brandt  replied,  that  they  were  in  cove- 
nant with  the  King,  as  their  fathers,  Rrandfatiiers  and  great 
grandfathers  had  always  been ;  that  they  were  steady  and 


not  changeable  as  the  wind  ;  that  the  King's  belts  weJe 
yet  lodged  among  lliein  ;  ilial  they  could  not  ihink  ot  bemg 
such  great  scoundrels  as  to  falsity  their  pledges  of  trust  ; 
that  for  their  parts  (meaning  the  (Jcricral  and  his  party) 
they  joined  the  Boston  people  against  the  King  ;  that  tlie 
Boston  people  were  very  resolute,  but  that  the  Kins  would 
humble  ihein  ;  that  Mr.  Schuyler,  or  General  Scliuvlor,  or 
what  you  may  please  to  call  him,  had  been  very  smart  on 
the  Indians  at  tlie  treaty  at  the  German  Flaits,  and  threat- 
ened them  if  they  would  join  the  King's  party,  but  was  not  at 
the  same  lime  able  lo  afford  them  linen  lo  put  a  shirt  on 
their  backs  ;  that  the  Indians  were  not  to  be  scared  bv  Mr. 
Schuyler's  threats;  that  the  Indians  had  formerly  made 
war  on  the  white  people  when  both  the  King  and  the  coun- 
try were  together,  and  now  they  were  opposed  to  each 
other,  the  Indians  were  not  to  be  frightened. 

"  That  after  Brandt  had  declared  their  intentions  of  abi- 
ding faithfully  to  the  King,  Colo.  Cox  said  if  that  was  their 
resolution,  there  need  not  be  any  further  inquiry  ;  the  mat- 
ter was  settled. 

"  That  Brandt  then  turned  to  his  warriors  and  spoke  to 
them;  that  ihey  arose  and  shouted,  and  run  off  for  their 
arms ;  that  in  their  own  camp,  about  a  mile  from  where 
the  parties  were  assembled,  ihey  look  their  arms  and  fired 
a  number  of  arms,  and  gave  the  war  whoop. 

"  That  General  Herkiemer  told  Brandt  he  did  not  come 
there  for  war,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  send  a  person  to 
detain  his  warriors  at  their  camp,  or  prevent  their  coming 
to  attact  the  (Jeneral's  party. 

"  That  Brandt's  speaker  rose,  told  Genl.  Herkimer  that 
they  were  there  ready  for  them  and  ready  to  come  to  action, 
all  which  he  said  in  tlie  most  ihreaiening  posture.  That  he 
then  proposed  lo  the  General  that  Mr.  Stewart  should  have 
leave  lo  go  to  the  upper  Mohawk  Castle  ;  that  the  .Moliawk 
Indians  and  Colo.  Butler's  wife  should  also  have  leave  to 
go  to  the  upper  Mohawk  Castle  ;  that  the  people  of  Una- 
della should  be  permitted  to  remain  at  home,  subjects  to 
their  King  ;  that  they  had  complained  that  they  had  been 
obliged  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  .Staets,  con- 
trary to  their  consciences  ;  that  General  Herkiemer  told 
him  his  party  came  after  lories  and  deserters,  and  required 
Brandt  to  deliver  up  those  who  joined  hiin  or  were  under 
his  protection  ;  that  he  refused  lo  give  up  either,  but  insist- 
ed they  should  remain  in  possession  of  their  places  and 
subject  only  lo  their  King  ;  that  General  Herkiemer  agreed 
to  his  proposals. 

"  That  Brandt  then  said,  he  and  his  warriors  would  go 
away,  and  that  he  was  himself  to  go  to  Oswego  to  a  treaty 
with  Colo.  Butler. 

"  That  next  day  Brandt,  with  a  number  of  spear  men, 
came  and  put  the  lories  in  possession  of  their  places. 

"  I'hal  (Jeneral  Herkimer  and  Ins  parly  came  away. 

"That  he,  the  examinant,  li;)s  been  informed  by  an  In- 
dian that  Brandt  is  now  lying  at  Onehoghquago  recruiting; 
that  he  had  sent  to  ihe  ditferent  nations,  and  requested  that 
all  those  who  had  any  spirit  lo  go  to  war  should  join  him, 
and  that  several  came  and  joined  him  every  day. 

"  That  the  Indian  told  him  on  the  eighth  instant,  that 
Brandt  was  deceiving  the  white  people  when  he  told  them 
he  was  going  lo  Oswego  ;  that  he  was  recruiting  his  party 
to  fall  on  the  white  peo|)le  unexpectedly. 

"That  the  Indian  who  informed  the  deponent  run  some 
risk  to  give  that  information,  and  desired  that  his  name 
may  be  concealed. 

"JOHN  HARPER. 

"Sworn  and  examined  by  me,  ) 
"July  16th,  1777.  ) 

"John  McKesson,  Nnts.  Pubs" 
"  Ulster  County,  ss. —  William  Johnston  being  examin- 
ed, says,  that  on  the  second  day  of  June,  Josejjh  Brandt 
came  up  from  Onehogliqauga  to  Unadella,  with  between 
seventy  and  eighty  warriors;  ihat  they  came  out  of  the 
Indian  territory,  and  within  the  division  line  between  the 
Indians  and  inhabitanls  about  one  mile ;  tliat  Brandt  and 
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his  party  sent  for  the  officers  of  the  militia  company,  and 
the  minister  of  Unadella,  and  informed  tlicm  that  they  were 
in  want  of  provision  ;  iliat  if  they  could  not  gel  it  by  con- 
sent they  must  take  it  by  force  ;  lliat  Josepli  Brandt  told 
the  officers  that  their  agreement  with  the  King  was  very 
strong,  and  that  they  were  not  such  villains  as  to  break 
their  covenant  wiih  the  King  ;  that  lliey  were  naturally  i 
warriors,  and  that  liicy  could  not  bear  to  be  liirealeiied  by  ' 
General  Schuyler;  ihat  they  were  informed  that  the 
Mohawks  were  confined,  that  ihcy  had  not  liberty  to  pass 
and  repass  as  formerly  ;  that  they  were  determined  to  be 
free,  as  they  were  a  free  people,  and  desired  to  have  their 
friends  removed  from  the  Mohawks  river,  lest,  if  the  west- 
ern Indians  should  come  down,  iheir  friends  might  suffer 
with  the  rest,  as  they  would  pay  no  respect  to  persons  ; 
that  the  inhabitants  being  but  weak  and  defenceless,  they 
let  them  have  some  provision  ;  diat  ihe  said  Brandt  and 
his  party,  after  staying  about  two  days  at  Imadella  afore- 
said, took  eight  or  ten  head  of  horned  calile  and  some 
sheep  and  hogs,  and  then  returned  to  Oneoghquaga  again  ; 
that  those  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  friendly  to  the 
cause  of  America,  removed  with  their  lamilies  and  etfecls 
to  places  of  more  safely  ;  that  the  e.xaminant  then  went  to 
the  officers  of  Tryon  county  and  informed  them  of  the 
matter ;  that  General  Herkimer  went  wilh  a  party  of  men 
to  Unadella. 

"WILLM.  JOHNSTON,  Junr. 
"  Sworn  and  examined  this  ) 
16lh  July,  1777,  by  me.  S 

"  John  McKesson,  Not.  Pub." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letters  and  examinations  be 
referred  to  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gamine  and  Mr. 
Piatt. 

A  letter  from  Stephen  Kinney,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  Claverack,  enclosing  a  peiiiion  of  Asa  Lan- 
fear,  Samuel  Leonard,  Gideon  GiUord  and  David  South- 
ard to  the  said  committee,  praying  to  be  recommended 
to  the  Council  of  Safely,  that  they  may  be  liberated  from 
their  confinement. 

The  said  committee,  by  their  letter,  accordingly  recom- 
mended to  the  Council  lliat  the  said  prisoners  may  be  dis- 
charged, on  their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  appear- 
ing before  the  said  committee  to  give  evidence  on  oaih  of 
any  plots,  or  conspiracies,  that  may  have  come  to  their 
knowledge,  was  read  and  filed.    .\nd  thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  four  persons  be  discharged  on 
the  terms  mentioned  in  the  said  letter. 

Adjourned  until  this  afternoon  4  o'clock. 

Die  Mercurii,  4  ho.  P.  M.  July  16,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

P«KSENT— Pierre  Van  CortlanJt,  E^qr.  President. 
Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Plait,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Caniine,  Jlr.  Harpur,  Major 
Tappen,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livinsston,  Jlajor  Van  Zandt. 

Resolved,  That  the  Legislature  of  this  Slate  be  conven- 
ed to  meet  at  Kingston,  in  Ulster  county,  on  the  first  day 
of  August  next. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  above  resolution  be  sent 
to  the  county  commitices  of  the  severil  counties  in  this 
State,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  notify  their  Represen- 
tatives in  Senate  and  Assembly  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  aforegoing  resolutions  be  publisiied 
in  the  newspapers. 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  at  Fort  Edward, 
the  fourteentli  instant,  was  received  and  read,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  vizt: 

"Mbany,UthJuly,im. 

"Sir — Being  detained  by  the  continual  rains  I  shall  set 
out  in  one  hour  for  Fort  Edward.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
I  have  not  been  able  yet  to  obtain  a  more  satisfaclory  ac- 
count of  the  abandonment  of  Ticondcroga,  than  at  King- 
ston. For  what  reasons  and  m  what  manner  this  busineis 
was  done  is  still  a  mystery.  There  is  a  tale  current  that 
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we  had  a  severe  engagement  with  them  in  the  retreat. 
The  best  account  I  can  give  you  must  be  in  general  terms, 
for  the  particulars  vary  too  much  to  determine  on  which 
part  truth  is. 

"  Ten  companies  of  grenadiers  and  light  infantry,  or 
rather  a  party  of  the  enemy's  army  were  sent  from  Ticon- 
deroga  in  pursuit  of  ihe  fugitives.  At  about  sixteen  or 
eighteen  miles  from  Mount  Independence  they  fell  in  wilh 
the  rear  guard  of  St.  Clair's  troops.  There  was  some 
fighting.  Our  loss  from  three  hundred  to  twenty,  and  that 
of  the  enemy  from  one  thousand  to  fifty  ;  but  Iweiitv-four 
prisoners  we  have,  to  wit :  fourteen  Canadians,  seven  Bri- 
tish and  four  foreigners.  At  Fort  Anne  the  enemy  attack- 
ed twice  and  were  twice  repulsed,  with  considerable  loss, 
as  it  is  said.  In  this  business  we  lost  nothing.  Afterwards 
Colo.  Henry  R.  Van  Rensselaer  was  sent  out  with  a  parly 
of  militia,  and  falling  in  with  llie  ninth  regiment  a  severe 
conflict  ensued.  We  lost  twelve  killed  on  the  field  and 
many  wounded  (probably  more.)  Among  the  wounded 
was  the  colonel,  by  which  means  our  success  was  not  so 
great  as  there  is  reason  to  believe  it  would  have  been.  We 
have  taken  a  captain,  a  doctor  and  one  or  two  more. 

"  I  hear  the  enemy  are  relumed  to  Ticonderoga  ;  how 
true  it  is  I  know  not.  I  expect  that  a  part  of  our  confer- 
ence with  Genl.  Schuyler  will  be  about  keeping  out  some 
of  the  militia.  Having  no  powers,  I  shall  do  what  I  think 
is  best,  and  trust  to  the  Council  to  confirm  it,  or  hang  me. 
But  whether  Mr.  Yates  will  join  in  pursuing  that  line  of 
conduct  is  very  uncertain. 

"  At  Fort  Stanwix,  I  believe  our  affairs  do  not  stand 
quite  as  well  as  might  be  expected.  If  Genl.  Herkemer 
was  directed  to  draft  five  hundred  of  his  militia,  and  throw 
them  in  as  a  reinforcement  it  might  produce  good  etfects. 
These  then  should  be  continued  in  service  till  the  first  of 
October.  If  any  thing  of  this  kind  is  resolved  on  be  pleas- 
ed to  enclose  your  letter  to  the  General,  to  Jacob  Cuyler, 
Esq.  at  Albany,  who  will  send  it  forward  or  not,  as  Genl. 
Schuyler  shall  or  shall  not  think  the  measure  eligible. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be  sir, 
"  Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servt. 

"GOUVR.  MORRIS." 
A  letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  dated  Phi- 
ladelphia, the  8ih  inslant,  was  received  and  read,  and  is 
as  follows,  vizt : 

"Philada.  July  8th,  1777. 

"  Gentlemen — The  distressed  situation  of  the  troops 
at  Ticonderoga,  for  want  of  blankets,  and  the  sickness 
consequent  thereupon,  have  induced  the  Congress  to  pass 
the  enclosed  resolve,  directing  me  to  request  you  will  exert 
yourselves  to  collect  and  forward  to  that  post  fifteen  hun- 
dred blankets  with  all  possible  expedition. 

"  The  Congress  engage  to  replace  the  same  number  of 
blankets  out  of  the  first  that  shall  be  imported  into  any  part 
of  the  United  Stales,  on  account  of  the  Continent. 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obdl.  servt. 
"JOHN  HANCOCK,  Preiidi. 

"  Honble.  Council  of  Safety 

of  the  Stale  of  New-York."  '  • 

The  resolution  of  Congress  recommending  to  the 
Council  of  Safety  of  New-York,  to  collect  and  send  to  Ti- 
conderoga fifteen  hundred  blankets,  and  which  is  referred 
to,  and  came  enclosed  in  the  preceding  letter,  was  then 
read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  viz  : 

"  In  Congress,  July  7,  1777. 
"Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  Council  of 
Safety  of  the  Slate  of  New-York,  informing  them  of  the 
distress  which  the  troops  at  Ticonderosa  are  in  for  want  of 
blankets,  and  requesting  them  to  use  their  exertions  in  col- 
lecting and  forwarding  in  the  most  expeditious  manner  to 
that  post  fifteen  hundred  blankets. 

"  That  the  faith  of  Congress  be  plighted  to  the  Stale  of 
.  New- York  for  replacing  the  blankets  so  furnished  out  of 
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Uie  first  importation  of  tliat  article  on  the  account  of  the 
CodUnent,  in  any  port  in  the  United  States. 
"  Extract  from  tiie  minutes, 

"  CHAS.  THOMSON,  Secy. 
"  By  order  of  Congress, 

"JOHN  HANCOCK, 

A  letter  from  the  Honourable  James  Uiiane,  PhiHp  Li- 
Tingsfon  and  William  Duer,  Delegates  in  Congress  was 
received  and  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Philadelphia,  2d  July,  1777. 

Honourable  Gentlemen — 

"  Since  our  last  we  have  applied  to  Commissary  Trum- 
bull to  exchange  in  the  manner  directed  by  Congress  the 
2,000  bushels  of  salt  wlucli  they  were  pleased  to  grant 
for  the  relief  of  our  Slate  ;  as  soon  as  we  receive  his  an- 
swer you  shall  know  the  result.  We  are  endeavouring  to 
purchase  further  quantities  of  this  necessary  article  for  the 
use  of  our  fellow  citizens,  and  have  a  prospect  of  suc- 
ceeding. 

"The  manufacturing  of  salt  in  llie  interior  parts  of  our 
own  Slate  is  certainly  an  object  most  worthy  of  the  attention 
of  the  public.  The  Indians  far  from  being  averse  to  it,  seem 
heartily  disposed  to  favour  the  design,  and  by  being  made 
partakers  of  the  advantages,  might  become  warmly  en- 
gaged for  its  success. 

"  If  the  war  should  be  prolonged,  it  is  far  from  being 
improbable  that  we  may  be  deprived  of  all  foreign  sup- 
plies. How  necessary  then  may  this  expedient  prove  to 
our  comfortable  subsistence  and  to  our  internal  union  and 
repo.'!e  ? 

"  We  hope  to  hear  that  the  experiments  which  were  di- 
rected before  we  left  Kingston  have  proved  favourable,  as 
well  as  that  good  progress  has  been  made  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  lead  and  flints,  and  the  retining  of  sulphur.  A  cer- 
tain prospect  of  internal  supply  of  these  important  articles 
would  give  Congress  singular  satislaciion  ;  and  if  derived 
from  your  researches  and  exertions,  would  add  highly  to 
the  reputation  of  the  State. 

"  We  were  yesterday  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the 
and  immediately  took  the  necessary  steps  to  pro- 
cure an  account  of  the  Stale  prisoners  sent  to  Philadelphia 
by  our  late  Convention,  and  of  ihe  manner  of  their  dis- 
charge. It  shall  be  transmitted  to  you  by  lliis  conveyance, 
with  the  reasons  which  induced  llie  Council  of  Safety  of 
tliis  Commonwealth  to  use  so  little  ceremony  in  a  business 
which  had  been  represented  to  them  as  of  a  very  serious 
nature. 

"  Congress,  between  this  and  the  26th  of  June,  have 
spent  the  greatest  part  of  four  days  in  considering  the  claim 
of  some  of  the  inliabiianis  of  our  .State  to  a  new  govern- 
ment, independent  of  the  conimuniiy,  and  the  leliers  and 
remonstrances  of  our  laie  Convention  and  your  flonourable 
Council,  on  that  intcrcsling  subject.  The  principles  upon 
which  this  ambitious  project  was  granted,  were  adniilted  to 
be  of  universal  concern  to  die  general  confederacy  ;  and  they 
were  considered  as  pnrticuLirly  odious,  from  the  altcmpt 
to  confirm  them  by  the  grossest  misrcpresentaiion  of  the 
resolutions  of  Congress.  No  debate  was  ever  conducted 
with  more  dehberaiion  and  soleinniiy,  and  the  decision  was 
such  as,  in  our  judgment,  ought,  tor  the  present,  to  be  sa- 
tisfactory; it  does  not,  it  is  true,  come  up  lo  the  requisi- 
tion of  our  Slate,  '  that  the  insurgents  should  be  recom- 
mended lo  a  peaceable  submission  lo  its  jurisdiction  by  the 
authority  of  Congress,  and  that  Warner's  regiment  should 
be  discharged.'  But  by  totally  reprobating  the  idea  that 
a  minority  can  establisli  an  independence  of  the  commu- 
nity of  which  they  are  members,  by  proclaiming  ihe  duty 
of  Congress  to  secure  and  defend  the  several  communities 
of  wliich  it  is  composed  : 

"By  censuring  the  supposition  that  Congress  could  do, 
recommend  or  countenance  any  thing  injurious  totlie  rights 
tnd  jurisdictions  of  those  communities  : 

"  By  declaring  expressly  thai  the  independent  govern- 


ment attempted  to  be  established  by  those  misguided  peo- 
ple, can  derive  no  countenance  or  jusiitication  from  the 
particular  resolution  on  which  ii  is  pretended  to  be  founded, 
or  from  any  other  act  or  procectluig  uf  (Congress  : 

"  By  the  contemptuous  rejeciiun  of  ihoir  pelilion  to  be 
received  and  ranked  as  a  free  State,  and  to  be  represented 
by  their  own  Uelcgales  in  Congress  : 

"  By  the  apology  to  the  Stale  of  New-York  lor  raising 
Warner's  regiment,  implied  in  the  explanation  of  the  mo- 
tives which  gave  rise  to  it,  and  by  the  severe  censure  of 
Doct.  Young's  address,  encouraging  those  peojjle  lu  per- 
severe in  their  defection  ; 

"  By  all  these  different  resolutions,  we  think  a  substantial 
foundation,  on  general  and  undeniable  principles,  is  laid, 
either  for  reclaimini;  our  fellow  citizens  to  their  duiv  and 
a  submission  to  the  laws,  by  the  force  of  reason  and  per- 
suasion, and  tlie  fears  of  ofi'ending  a  whole  contineiu  ;  or 
should  they  obstinately  persevere  in  their  revolt,  for  a  fu- 
ture requisition  of  the  aid  of  Congress,  to  be  administered 
in  such  manner  as  the  opposition  of  the  disaffected,  and 
our  own  circumstances,  may  render  expedient. 

"  We  flatter  ourselves,  therefore,  that  we  shall  meet 
with  your  approbation,  and  that  our  country  will  be  pleased 
and  benefiued  by  the  measures  adopted  on  this  occasion. 
May  we  be  permitted  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  despatch- 
ing commissioners,  without  delay,  to  explain  and  enforce, 
among  our  too  aspiring  countrymen,  these  rcsoluiions  of 
Congress,  and  to  seize  the  advantage  which  the  first  impres- 
sion of  unexpected  disappointment  and  condemnation  from 
the  only  tribunal  they  fear,  may  make  on  iheir  minds,  in 
order  to  induce  iheih  to  a  submission  of  your  jurisdiction. 

"This  appears  to  us  lo  be  the  more  necessary,  as  Mr. 
Roger  Sherman,  of  Connecticut,  who  brought  in  the  peti- 
tion for  these  people  to  Congress,  and  has  all  along  acted 
openly  as  their  advocate  and  patron,  and  in  the  lasl  debate 
plead  their  cause  Willi  a  zeal  and  passion  which  he  never 
discovered  in  any  other  instance,  and  which,  in  a  judge, 
between  a  State  and  some  of  its  own  members,  was  far 
from  being  commendable.  This  gentleman,  we  sav,  im- 
mediately on  passing  the  resolutions,  procured  copies,  and 
having  obtained  leave  of  absence,  is  already  set  out  on  his 
journey  to  the  eastward.  Wliat  may  be  his  views  with  re- 
spect to  our  dispute,  we  know  not,  but  to  his  enmity  and 
officiousness  you  ought  not  lo  be  strangers. 

"  We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
honourable  genilemen, 

"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

"  PHIL.  LIVINGSTON, 
"  J  AS.  DU.MSE, 
"  WM.  DUER. 

"  Honl.  Council  of  Safety 

for  Ihe  State  of  New-Yorli." 

Tlie  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  thirtieth  dav  of  June, 
on  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  some  of  itie  revolted  subjects 
of  this  .State,  setting  up  a  new  independent  Slate,  lo  be 
called  the  State  of  Vermont,  was  also  received  and  read, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  In  Congress,  Monday,  30th  June,  1711. 
"  Congress,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  lake  into  conside- 
ration the  letters  from  Abraham  Ten  Brocck,  Esqr.  Presi- 
dent of  the  Convention  of  the  Stale  of  New-Yorii,  dated 
20lh  January,  and  1st  March,  1777;  the  resolutions  pass- 
ed in  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  ."^late  of  New-York,  at 
Fisiikill,  tweiuielli  of  January,  1777,  transmitted  with  the 
above  leliers,  and  a  pelilion  signed  Jonas  Fay,  Thomas 
Chittenden,  Heman  Allen  and  Reuben  Jones,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  people  styling  themselves  inhabitants  of 
the  New-Hampsiiire  Grants,datcd  New-Hampshire  Grants, 
Westminister,  ISth  January,  1777;  a  letter  from  Pierre 
Van  Corllandt,  Esqr.  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
of  New-York,  dated  28th  May,  1777  ;  and  a  printed  paper, 
signed,  '  A  word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient,'  containing  an 
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extract  from  the  minutes  of  Congress  ;  and  a  letter  to  tlie 
inhabitants  of  Vermont,  sijined  'I'liomas  Young,  dated  Plii- 
ladclphia,  1  llh  April,  1777,  laid  before  Congress  the  ivveri- 
ty-third  instant,  by  ilie  Delegates  of  New-York  ;  and  after 
some  time,  the  President  resumed  die  chair,  and  Mr.  Har- 
rison reported  :  That  ihe  commitiee  have  had  under  con- 
sideration the  letters  and  papers  to  tlicm  referred,  and  iiave 
come  to  sundry  resolutions  thereupon,  which  lie  is  ready 
to  report  whenever  Congress  shall  please  to  receive  them. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  report  be  now  received. 

"  The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  was  then 
read  and  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

"  Resolved,  That  Congress  is  composed  of  Delegates 
chosen  by  and  representing  the  communities  respectively 
inhabiting  the  Territories  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Con- 
necticut, New- York,  New- Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina  and 
Georgia,  as  they  respectively  stood  at  the  time  of  its  first 
institution  ;  that  it  was  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing and  defending  the  communities  aforesaid  against  the 
usurpations,  oppressions  and  hostile  invasions  of  Great 
Britain,  and  that  therefore  it  cannot  be  intended  that  Con- 
gress, by  any  of  its  proceedings,  would  do,  recommend  or 
countenance  any  thing  injurious  to  the  rights  and  jurisdic- 
tions of  the  several  communities  which  it  represents. 

"Resolved,  That  the  independent  government  attempt- 
ed to  be  established  by  the  people  styling  themselves  in- 
habitants of  the  New-fiampshire  Grants,  can  derive  no 
countenance  or  justification  from  the  act  of  Congress  de- 
claring the  United  Colonies  to  be  independent  of  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  nor  from  any  other  act  or  resolu- 
tion of  Congress. 

"Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  Jonas  Fay,  Thomas 
Chittenden,  Hcman  Allen  and  Reuben  Jones,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  people  styling  themselves  as  aforesaid, 
praying  '  that  their  declaration  that  they  would  consider 
themselves  as  a  free  and  independent  State,  may  be  re- 
ceived ;  that  the  district  in  the  said  petition  described,  may 
be  ranked  among  the  free  and  independent  Stales,  and  that 
Delegates  therefrom  may  be  admitted  to  seats  in  Congress,' 
be  dismissed. 

"  Resolved,  Tliat  Congress,  by  raising  and  officering  the 
regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Warner,  never  meant  to 
give  any  encouragement  to  the  claim  of  the  people  afore- 
said, to  be  considered  as  an  independent  State  ;  but  that 
the  reasons  which  induced  Congress  to  form  that  corps 
was,  that  many  officers  of  different  States  who  had  served 
in  Canada,  and  alleged  that  they  wouki  soon  raise  a  regi- 
ment, but  were  then  unprovided  for,  might  be  reinstated  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

"  Whereas  a  printed  paper  addressed  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district  aforesaid,  dated  Philadelphia,  llih  April, 
1777,  and  subscribed  '  Thomas  Youna,'  was  laid  before 
Congress  on  the  2:5rd  instant,  by  ilie  Delegates  of  New- 
York,  10  which  address  is  prefixed  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress of  the  13th  of  .May,  1776,  in  which  are  contained 
the  following  paragraphs  : 

"  'I  have  taken  the  minds  of  several  of  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  and  can 
assure  you  that  you  have  nolhing  to  do  but  to  send  attested 
copies  of  the  recommendation  to  take  up  government,  to 
every  township  in  your  district,  and  invite  all  the  freehold- 
ers and  inhabitants  to  meet  in  their  respective  townships, 
and  choose  members  for  a  General  Convention  to  meet  at 
an  early  day  to  choose  Delegates  for  the  General  Congress 
and  Commitiee  of  Safety,  and  to  form  a  constitution  for 
your  Slate.    Your  friends  here  tell  me  that  some  are  in 
doubt  whether  Delegates  from  your  district  would  he  ad-  : 
mitted  into  Congress.  I  tell  you  lo  organize  fairly,  and  j 
make  the  experiment,  and  I  will  ensure  you  success  at  the  ( 
risk  of  my  reputation,  as  a  man  of  honour  or  common  i 
sense ;  indeed,  they  can  by  no  means  refuse  you ;  you  i 


!  j  .have  as  good  a  right  to  choose  how  you  will  be  governed, 
■    and  by  whom,  as  they  have.' 

"  Resolved,  That  the  contents  of  the  said  paragraphs  are 
derogatory  to  the  honour  of  Congress,  and  a  gross  misre- 
presentation of  the  resolution  of  Congress  therein  referred 
to,  and  tends  to  deceive  and  mislead  the  people  to  whom 
they  are  addressed. 

"  Extract  from  the  journals. 

" CHARLES  THOMSON, 

Secretary.'' 

Another  letter  from  the  said  Delegates  at  Congress, 
dated  the  eight  instant,  was  also  read,  and  is  as  follows, 
vizt : 

"  Philadelphia,  8th  July,  1777.  , 

"  Honourable  Gentlemen — 

"  Since  our  last  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  the 
President,  at  our  request,  has  written  to  Commissary 
Trumbull,  on  the  subject  of  the  exchange  of  the  salt  ap- 
propriated to  our  State,  and  we  hope  this  formality  will 
give  weight  to  our  own  solicitations. 

"We  transmit  vou  the  secret  committee's  order  in  our 
favour,  on  Mr.  Mumford,  their  agent  for  the  salt  at  Ply- 
mouth, and  our  transl'er  to  you.  A  copy  of  our  letter  to 
Commissary  Trumbull,  we  also  enclose,  from  which  last 
you  will  be  pleased  to  observe,  that  for  the  sake  of  de- 
spatch, we  have  requested  him  to  correspond  on  the  sub- 
ject immediately  with  yourselves. 

"  Salt  continues  to  be  very  scarce  here  and  to  the  south- 
ward, the  coast  being  closely  watched  by  the  enemy's 
ships.  Mr.  Lewis  writes  from  Baltimore  the  23id  of 
June,  that  two  small  vessels  had  arrived  there  with  that 
article  from  Virginia,  purchased  by  a  private  trader,  who 
asked  for  it  no  less  than  £5  a  bushel.  As  we  cannot  at 
present  expect  to  get  it  delivered  at  this  place  for  a  less 
price,  we  must  request  your  directions,  whether  we  shall 
proceed  to  purchase,  and  what  quantity  ? 

"  With  these  despatches  we  forward  a  calendar,  returned 
to  us  by  the  jailer,  of  the  prisoners  sent  from  our  State  to 
Philadelphia,  and  the  time  and  manner  of  their  disctiarge. 
SuUon,  whose  name  you  will  not  observe,  never  was  com- 
mitted to  prison,  but  left  at  large,  and  finally  released  on 
his  parol  at  General  Morris's  intercession,  wlio,  it  seems, 
entertained  an  opinion  of  him  much  too  favourable. 

"Finding  that  our  constitution  was  published  on  very- 
mean  paper,  without  any  marginal  notes  of  the  contents, 
we  thought  it  would  not  be  disagreeable  to  our  State  to 
have  an  impression  struck  off  here,  and  we  took  the  same 
opportunity  to  have  printed  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
respecting  the  independent  government  attempted  to  be 
established  within  our  jurisdiction  ;  we  now  forward  them 
to  be  disposed  of  as  you  shall  direct. 

"If  our  State  is  likely  to  be  pressed  both  fiom  the  north 
and  the  south,  which,  however  rash  and  desperate,  is  an  en- 
terprise which  the  enem.y  once  seriously  contemplated,  and 
now  seems  at  least  as  practicable  as  the  conquest  of  Penn- 
sylvania, you  will  have  hut  little  time  to  apply  to  domes- 
tic concerns,  however  urgent ;  and  this  may  possibly  induce 
you  lo  wish  that  liie  publication  of  the  decision  of  (Congress 
respecting  our  revoked  subjects,  may  for  some  lime  be  de- 
ferred. From  these  considerations,  we  shall  refrain  from 
communicating  a  single  copy  ;  but  it  must  be  remembered 
that  Mr.  Roger  Sherman,  who  is  gone  lo  the  eastward,  was 
furnished  with  one,  and  there  is  too  much  room  to  appre- 
hend that  he  may  forward  it  to  his  friends  in  New-Con- 
necticut. 

"  We  have  taken  the  liberty  to  retain  your  letter  to 
Congress,  of  the  i7lh  of  June,  and  the  several  enclosures. 
Already  have  we  employed  so  much  of  iheir  time  on  the 
affairs  of  our  State,  that  good  policy  strongly  urges  us  to 
give  them  some  respite  ;  and  as  the  subject  matter  of  those 
despatches  though  of  some  moment  lo  our  State,  requires 
no  immediate  decision,  we  flatter  ourselves  that  you  will 
not  be  displeased  with  our  reserve.    The  reasons  you  as- 
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10  show  that  the  defence  of  Hudson's  river  ought  to 
be  «  Continental  charge,  appears  to  us  to  be  very  co£cent ; 
»nd  ihcy  must  always  have  great  weight ;  and  we  tiiere- 
fore  make  no  scruple  in  recommending  that  all  the  expenses 
be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  Continent,  comprehending 
eren  such  as  may  accrue  subsequent  to  the  late  resolutions 
of  Congress  pointing  out  a  discrimination;  tor,  had  the 
transaction  been  fully  explained,  we  cannot  think,  those  re- 
tolutions  would  have  passed. 

"  We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
"  Honl.  gentlemen, 
"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 
"PHIL.  LIVINGSTON, 
"JAS.  DUANE, 
"  WM.  DUER. 
"  Honourl.  ConncU  of  Safety  for  the 

State  of  New- York." 

A  copy  of  the  said  Delegates'  letter  to  Commissary 
Trumbull,  which  is  referred  to  in  the  letter  from  the  Dele- 
gates to  the  Council,  was  then  read,  and  is  as  follows,  vizt : 

"  PkUadelphia,  July  2d,  1777. 

"  Sir — The  Congress  have  been  pleased  in  considera- 
tion of  the  pecuUar  situation  and  distress  of  our  State,  to 


CoDstaat  Nickerson, 
Benjamin  Scott, .... 

Jolrn  Russell  

John  Winter,  

Gtrret  Sprinaton,  . . 

Daniel  Taylor  

William  Peters,  

Ezekiel  Kerkum,  . . . 

James  Rubilce,  

Major  Smith,   

John  Turner,  

Henry  Woodins,. . . 
Benjamin  Owens,. . . 
Joshua  Nickeson,. . . 
Abraham  Elston,. . . 

Scth  Nickeson,  

James  Nickeson,  . . . 

Conrad  Coon,  

Henry  Din^ee  

Thomas  Peters,  

Daniel  !~awyer  

Charles  Koss  

Jonathan  Purdy  

Benjamin  Slutt.  . . . 
Nathaniel  Kinch, . . 
Abraham  Jewell,. . . 

James  Powell,  

Elihu  Bennett,  

Caleb  Spencer  

David  Hawkins,. .  ■ 

Another  letter  from  the  Honourable  James  Duane, 
dated  the  tenth  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  new  in- 
dependent State  of  V  ermont,  was  read,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  vizt : 

■'  PhUad.  lOth  July,  1777. 

"  Honourable  Gentle.men — 

"  Since  our  leuer  of  yesterday,  the  Conneciicut 
Courant  of  the  30lh  of  June  last  has  made  its  appearance 
in  this  city.  It  contains  a  new  and  extraordinary  declara- 
tion from  a  part  of  our  Slate,  whicii  is  attempted  to  be 
wrested  out  of  our  jurisdiction,  and  winch  is  dubbed  the 
State  of  Vermont,  a  name  hatched  for  it  in  Philadelphia; 
indeed,  it  is  evident  that  the  plan  has  been  laid  here  under 
the  direction  of  Doctor  Young,  and  too  probably  of  some 
others  of  more  consequence,  and  that  his  letters  have 
pushed  the  people  to  this  last  extremity.  The  more  ef- 
fectually to  impose  upon  the  public,  llicy  have  subjoined  a 
list  of  their  complaints  against  the  late  government  of 
New-York,  and  have  not  even  spared  the  laic  Convention. 
Such  a  train  of  falsehoods  and  misrepresentations  does  but 
little  credit  to  this  mock  Convention,  which  will  very  pro- 
bably proceed  to  elect  Delegates  for  Congress,  and  once 


favour  us  with  the  grant  at  the  current  price  of  about  2000 
bushels  of  the  public  salt,  which  is  stored  at  Plymouth,  in 
the  Massachusetts  government,  and  is  under  tlic  care  of 
Thomas  Mumford,  Esqr.  of  Groion,  Connecticut.  The 
more  effectually  to  relieve  our  suffering  fellow  citizens, 
they  have  been  pleased  to  direct  you,  it  it  can  he  done 
without  injuring  the  public  service,  to  exchaiitre  tor  that 
salt  an  equal  quantity  nearer  to  the  borders  of  our  Stale. 

"  This  we  flatter  ourselves  will  be  in  your  power  ;  and 
in  that  case,  we  beg  that  you  will  be  so  obligin"-  as  to  for- 
ward without  delay,  an  order  to  the  Council  of  Safety  of 
our  State,  to  authorize  tiiem  to  receive  ihc  salt ;  ami  in  re- 
turn they  will  give  you  an  order  on  Mr.  Mumford,  to  vest 
in  you  the  property  of  the  salt  in  his  possession. 

"The  President  has  wrote  to  you  on  this  subject.  We 
beg  to  be  informed  of  your  resolution. 

"  And  are,  sir,  your  most  obedt.  servants. 
"  To  Joseph  Trumbull,  Junr.  Esqr. 

Commissary-General." 

Also  a  calendar  of  our  Slate  prisoners  sent  to  Philadel- 
phia, which  also  came  enclosed  in  the  said  letter  from  tiie 
said  Delegates,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  lo 
wit : 


By  whom  discharged. 


Council  of  Safety. 


Council  of  Safety 
Board  of  war. 
Death. 


Genl.  Griffin. 


more  press  for  their  admissioti.  Be  this  as  it  may,  confi- 
dent we  are  that  they  will  meet  with  the  utmost  discou- 
ragement. 

"  One  of  the  printers,  who  has  been  requested  to  publish 
this  production,  called  upon  us  with  it,  and  proposed  him- 
self that  it  should  be  preceded  or  followed  by  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress  of  the  30th  of  June. 

"  It  is  probable  we  shall  consent  to  it,  to  prevent  any 
bad  impression  which  it  might  otherwise  occasion ;  and 
for  the  same  reason,  we  have  thoughts  of  making  some 
observations  on  the  ostensible  causes  wiiich  are  assigned 
in  support  of  the  project  of  a  separate  government,  that 
the  mailer  may  appear  in  its  true  light. 
"  We  have  the  honour  to  he, 

"  With  great  respect,  honl.  gent. 

"Your  most  obedient  hnml.  servants, 

"JAMES  DUANE. 
"  P.  S.  Mr.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Duer  are  attending 
Congress,  and  Mr.  Child  going  off,  which  prevents  their 
subscribing  this  letter." 

Also,  another  letter  from  the  said  Delegates,  dated  the 
ninth  instant,  informing  that  Commissary  Trumbull  cannot 


A  List  of  the  York  Tories  lately  confined  in  the  State  Prison,  Philadelphia. 


Names. 


When  committed. 


By  whom  committed. 


Octr.  18th,  1776,     Council  of  Safety, 


Octr.  18th,  1776, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Council  of  Safety, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


li'hen  discharged. 


Jaay.  28th,  1777. 


Feby.  3d.  1777. 
May  30th,  1777. 
Died  Novr,  '2-i. 


Jany.  4th,  1777. 
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exchange  the  salt,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
vizt: 

"  Philadelphia,  m  July,  1777. 

"Honourable  Gentlemen — 

"  Since  we  addressed  you  yesterdav,  the  Presi- 
dent has  received  a  letter  I'roin  Coinmissarv  'rrumbuU,  de- 
clining to  exchange  the  salt,  as  he  says  the  public  have 
been  at  the  expense  of  removing  what  he  has,  nearer  to 
our  State  from  ilie  Massachusetts  Bay.  This  will  reduce 
you  to  the  necessity  of  seiidiii:;  for  the  salt  which  has  been 
granted  to  us  by  Congress,  to  Plymouth,  in  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  after  obtaining  an  order  from  Mr.  Mumford  of 
Groton,  in  Connecticut. 

"We  conceive  no  lime  is  to  be  lost;  salt  may  rise,  it 
may  become  scarce,  and  the  country  through  which  it 
passes,  averse  to  its  transportation. 

"  We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
"  With  great  respect,  honourl.  gentlemen, 

*'  Your  most  obdt.  humb.  servts. 

"PHIL  LIVINGSTON, 
"JAS.  DUANE, 
"  WM.  DUER. 

"  Honourl.  Council  of  Safety  for 

the  State  of  New- York." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letters  from  Congress  and  our 
Delegates,  with  the  enclosures,  be  committed  to  Mr.  Jay 
and  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston, 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  JOVIS,  10  no.  A.  M. 

Juhj  17,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Pbesent — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President, 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Cantine  Mr.  R.  R.  Livinsjston,  Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Jay, 
MajorTappea,  Major  Van  Zaniit,  Mr.  I'lalt,  Colonel  i)e  Witt. 

A  letter  from  John  Averv,  deputy  secretary,  dated  Bos- 
ton, June  28lh,  enclosing  ilie  resohitions  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  passed 
June  27lh,  1777,  appointing  a  comuuilec  to  meet  commit- 
tees from  the  States  of  iXew-Hampshire,  Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut  and  New-York,  at  the  town  of  Springfield, 
within  the  Stale  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  on  the  thirtieth 
day  of  July,  to  hold  a  conference  respecting  the  slate  of 
the  paper  currency,  Acc.  &c.  was  read  and  filed.  [See 
minutes  of  14lh.] 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
till  this  afternoon. 

A  letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  I'lsqr.  dated  at  Baltimore, 
June  the  twetrtieth,  1777,  together  with  the  accounts  rela- 
tive to  the  prizes  of  the  armed  sloop  Montgomerie  of  this 
State,  by  which  tliere  appear.s  to  be  a  balance  remaining 
in  Mr.  Lewis's  h  inds  due  to  the  captors,  of  four  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  seventy-eight  pounds  four  shillings  and 
six  pence,  and  to  the  Stale  of  New-York,  of  four  tlio'i- 
sand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-one  pounds  three  shillings  and 
nine  pence,  the  total  amount,  nine  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  pounds  eight  shillings  and  three  pence, 
was  received  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accomils  be  referred  to  the  Au- 
'ditor-General.  and  that  Mr.  Plait  do  assist  tlie  Auditor- 
General  in  forming  a  complete  state  of  the  accounts  of  ihe 
said  sloop. 

Adjourned  until  4  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Die  Jovis,  4  ho.  P.  M.Juhj  17,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

P«ESENT — Pierre  Van  Cortlamlt.  Esqr.  President. 
■    Colo.  De  Witt,  -Mr.  Plait.  Majnr  Van  Zamlt,  Cent.  Scott,  Major  Tap- 
pen.  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Cantine.  .Mr.  R.  R.  Livini;«lnn. 

Mr.  Plait,  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
for  proper  persons  as  officers  for  the  Continental  frigates, 
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informed  that  Mr.  Daniel  Shaw  (who  is  recommended  by 
Captain  Greenell  as  a  person  properly  qualified  for  a  first 
lieutenant)  from  the  best  information  lliey  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  is  qualified  for  first  lieutenant  of  the  Continental 
frigate  Congress,  and  do  request  the  sense  of  Council  on 
the  subject. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Daniel  Shaw  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
appointed  first  lieutenant  of  the  Continental  frifjale  Con- 
gress, under  the  command  of  Captain  Thomas  Greenel, 
and  that  one  of  the  commissions  lately  transmitted  to  this 
Council  by  the  board  of  war,  be  filled  up  w;th  the  name 
of  Daniel  Shaw,  appointing  him  firbl  liculenant,  until  the 
further  pleasure  of  the  said  board  be  known  agreeable  to 
their  directions. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
William  Harper,  dated  the  eighth  day  of  July,  a  letter  from 
Isaac  Patten,  dated  the  fourth  day  of  July  instant,  and  the 
information  of  Colonel  John  Harper  and  William  Johnson, 
having  considered  the  same,  brought  in  the  following  re- 
solutions, which  were  read  and  agreed  to,  and  are  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  two  companies  of  rangers  be  raised  to 
serve  in  the  counties  of  Tryon,  Ulster  and  Albany,  lor  the 
protection  of  the  frontier  inhabitants  of  the  said  counties  ; 
that  each  company  consist  of  one  captain,  one  lieutenant, 
four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  one  drum  or  fife,  and  ninety- 
one  privates  ;  that  they  find  iheir  own  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments and  be  allowed  Continental  pay,  and  that  the  cap- 
tains be  allowed  sixteen  shillings,  and  the  lieutenants,  four- 
teen shillings  per  week  in  lieu  of  rations ;  that  the  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  be  allowed  len  shillings 
per  week  in  lieu  of  rations,  except  when  it  shall  be  iliought 
more  expedient  by  the  officer  commanding  the  said  compa- 
nies to  have  the  same  supplied  with  rations,  in  which  case 
no  subsistence  money  shall  be  allowed  but  the  same  shall 
be  applied  by  the  said  commanding  oliicer  to  the  purchase 
of  such  rations. 

Resolved,  That  John  Harper  be  first  captain,  Alexander 
Harper,  first  lieutenant,  James  Clyde,  second  captain, 
and  John  Campbell,  first  lieutenant  of  the  second  com- 
pany. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  companies  shall  continue  in 
pay  until  the  first  day  of  January  next,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged by  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  and  be  subject  to 
the  command  of  the  Governor,  or  Commander-in-Chief  of 
this  Slate. 

Resolved,  That  when  the  said  companies  or  either  of 
them  shall  consist  of  more  than  fifty  men,  that  a  second 
lieutenant  shall  be  added  to  such  company. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  said  soldiers  shall  com- 
mence from  ihe  day  of  their  enlistment,  and  thai  regular 
muster  rolls  be  returned  monthly  by  ihe  captains  com- 
manding the  said  companies,  under  oath. 

Resolved,  That  one  thousand  dollars  be  advanced  to 
Colonel  Harper,  on  account  of  subsistence  for  the  said  two 
companies  of  rangers  ;  and  that  the  President  issue  a  war- 
rant on  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  for  the  payment  of  the 
same. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Harper  proceed  to  recruit  as 
fast  as  possible  ;  and  as  soon  as  twenty-five  men  are  en- 
listed, that  he  station  them  to  the  best  advantage  for  the 
protection  of  the  inliabitants  of  said  counties,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Harper,  and  so  on,  from  time  to 
time,  as  fast  as  a  sufficient  number  of  recruits  are  collected 
that  Colonel  Harper  station  them,  under  a  proper  officer ; 
and  in  case  our  domestic  enemy,  or  the  Indians,  should 
make  any  depredations  on  any  of  tlie  inhabitants,  that  Co- 
lonel Harper  give  orders  to  repel  force  by  force. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Harper  be  cautious  of  making 
any  attack  upon  the  savages,  or  pursuing  any  ineasure  that 
may  bring  on  an  Indiiiu  war,  unless  absolulcly  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  the  inhabitants,  and  rendered  unavoida- 
ble by  previous  hostilities  commilted  on  their  part. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  Major-General 
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Schuyler  enclosing  copies  of  the  information  received  by 
Colonel  Harper  and  William  Johnston,  and  of  the  alorcgo- 
inc  resolulions. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Major-General  Schuyler,  on  the 
aubjcct  of  the  above  resolutions  was  then  read  and  ap- 
proved of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

•'  Sir — I  am  directed  to  enclose  you  the  infonnalion 
given  to  the  Council  of  Safet)%  by  Mr.  John  Harper  and 
William  Johnston,  by  which  you'vviU  learn  the  exposed 
situation  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  western  frontiers,  and  see 
Uie  necessity  of  granting  them  such  aid  as  you  conceive 
can  safely  be  afforded  ;  and  at  the  same  time,  of  obliging 
our  savage  neighbours  to  a  more  strict  observance  of  their 
neutrality,  or  of  bringing  them  to  an  open  rupture,  in  which 
case  many  might  doubtless  be  induced  to  join  us,  and  the 
whole  would  be  less  formidable  when  we  were  prepared 
for  their  attacks. 

"  General  Herkimer's  cautious  conduct  has  increased 
ihcir  insolence,  and  induced  them  to  give  law  to  him.  As 
the  militia  of  Tryon  county  are,  by  a  resolution  of  the  late 
Convention,  subject  to  your  command,  the  Council  request 
you  to  give  them  such  orders  as  will  in  your  opinion  lend 
most  to  the  security  of  the  western  frontiers.  If  the  sava- 
ges could  be  induced  to  give  up  Brandt,  and  to  permit  a 
small  garrison  to  be  stationed  at  Oneoghquago  it  would  be 
a  great  check,  as  well  to  the  unfriendly  Indians  as  to  the 
lories  among  ourselves,  and  prevent  the  communication 
lhat  they  keep  up  with  the  enemy  by  means  of  a  road 
which  passes  through  that  way,  and  which  they  have  lately 
marched  over  into  the  settled  parts  of  this  county. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  respect, 

"  Your  most  obedt.  servt. 

"  JTajor-General  Schuyler." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  signed  by 
the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Whereas  Major  John  Wheelock  hath  represented  to 
this  Board,  that  the  late  Convention  of  this  Slate  did  on 
the  eighth  day  of  April  last,  appoint  him  to  raise  three 
companies  of  men  in  ihe  nortlieasiern  parts  of  the  same, 
the  officers  of  which  companies  were  not  to  be  entitled  to 
commissions,  until  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  men 
should  be  enlisted ;  notwithstanding  his  utmost  e.xerlions, 
and  llie  prolongation  of  the  time  limited  for  the  raising  the 
said  men,  he  hath  been  able  to  enlist  only  about  eighty 
men,  and  lhat  there  is  no  probability  of  enlisting  any  more 
by  reason  of  the  open  defection  of  that  part  of  the  Slate, 
and  other  incidents  then  unforeseen  ;  for  which  reasons  he 
hath  requested  ihis  Board  to  determine  either  to  conlirm  or 
disband  the  said  corps  :  And  whereas  it  appears  to  this 
Council  both  reasonable  and  expedient  lhat  the  men  so 
raised  should  be  taken  into  the  service  of  this  State,  on 
the  terms  of  Vheir  enlisiment,  provided  that  supernumerary 
officers  concerned  therein  will  relinquish  their  expectations 
of  commissions: 

Resolved,  That  if  any  six  of  the  twelve  commissioned 
officers  named  by  Major  Wheelock  for  the  said  three  com- 
panies shall  voluntarily  discharge  themselves  from  the  said 
corps,  that  then  Major  Wheelock  do  forthwith  march  all 
the  men  so  as  aforesaid  by  lum  enlisted,  with  the  residue 
of  the  officers,  to  this  place.  That  on  their  arrival  here 
their  respective  commissions  be  delivered  to  them  and  the 
corps  stand  confirmed. 

Resolved,  That  such  of  the  supernumerary  officers  to 
be  discharged,  as  aforesaid  as  shall  at  any  lime  within  nine 
months  from  the  date  hereof,  procure  and  produce  to  Major 
Wheelock,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  said  corps,  so 
many  men  to  enlist  in  either  of  the  .«aid  companies  as  to 
render  sucfi  additional  officer  or  otfici-rs  necessary  to  the 
■aid  company,  shall  be  received  and  commissioned  accord- 
ingly, but  shall  draw  pay  only  from  the  lime  of  such  junc- 
tion ;  it  being  the  intention  of  this  Council  to  give  counte- 
nance and  encouragement  to  all  such  as  shall  exert  thein- 
■elves  in  the  service  of  the  State  ;  provided,  nevertheless, 
that  no  number  of  men  less  than  fifteen  shall  entitle  a 


subaltern  to  a  commission,  nor  a  less  number  than  twenty 
men  shall  entitle  a  captain  to  a  commission. 

Resolved,  That  unless  the  above  resolutions  be  com- 
plied with  in  four  weeks  from  llic  ilate  hereof,  the  said 
corps  be  disbanded,  and  that  Major  Wheelock  do  repair 
hither  to  settle  his  accounts. 

Resolved,  Tliat  on  ihe  arrival  of  Major  Wheelock  with 
the  eighty  men  and  six  commissioned  officers  aforesaid  at 
Kingston,  Captain  Wait's  company  of  rangers,  who  are 
also  ordered  to  repair  to  this  place,  be  put  under  his  com- 
mand. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  several  li'iicrs 
and  other  papers  relative  to  the  disorders  in  the  eastern 
district  of  this  State,  in  setting  up  an  independent  L'^vcrn- 
ment,  delivered  in  their  report.  The  same  being  read  nnd 
considered  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

July  18,  1777. 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Prese.nt — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr  Jay,  Mr.  Plait,  Major  Tappen,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Li- 
vingston, -Mr.  Cantine,  Major  Van  Zandt,  i\Ir.  Harper. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lasher,  or  his  deputy,  deliver 
to  Colonel  John  Harper  one  hundred  weight  of  gunpowder 
and  three  hundred  weight  of  lead,  for  the  use  of  the  ran- 
gers ordered  to  be  raised  under  his  command. 

Ordered,  That  Benjamin  Darby  be  permitted  to  go 
home  on  parol  to  fetch  his  shoemaker's  tools,  and  lhat  lie 
return  to  this  place  in  six  days. 

Ordered,  That  James  Quigley,  on  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance  agreeably  to  his  request,  be  discharged. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Sheriff  Duinont  do  cause  to  be  con- 
veyed to  the  nearest  jail  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  David 
Ives  and  Jesse  iNoble,  subjects  of  the  said  State,  and  thai 
he  transmit  with  them  certified  copies  of  the  crimes  where- 
with they  stand  charged,  and  that  he  bring  ui  his  account 
of  expenses  attending  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  slierilT  cause  to  be  removed  from 
the  jail  in  Kingston  to  the  jail  in  Orange  county,  Claudius 
Smith  and  John  Brown,  charged  wiih  stealing  oxen  belong- 
ing to  the  Continent. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Frederick  Schoonmaker  do  at- 
tend tlie  Council  without  delay. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration  the 
resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  iMassachu- 
setls  Bay,  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  June,  apjiointing  a 
committee  to  meet  committees  from  the  Slates  nt  New- 
Hampshire,  Rhode-Island,  Connecticut  and  New-York,  on 
the  thirtieth  day  of  July,  at  the  town  of  Springfield,  in  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  in  the  State  of  Massacliuseits  Bay, 
in  case  the  said  States  think  fit  to  appoint  such  committees 
lo  hold  a  conference  respecting  the  slate  of  the  paper  cur- 
rency of  the  Suid  Slates  and  on  the  other  matters  therein 
mentioned.    The  same  was  again  read  ;  and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  Council  will  appoint  and  send  a 
committee  to  meet  and  confer  with  the  committees  of  the 
said  States  at  the  lime  and  place  appointed  by  llie  said  re- 
solutions. 

Mr.  Jay,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Jer. 
Powell,  President  of  the  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay, 
on  the  subject  of  the  said  resolves,  reported  a  draft  of  a 
letter  in  answer  thereto,  which  was  read  and  approved,  and 
is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — Your  letter  of  the  second  July  instant,  together 
with  the  resolutions  referred  to  therein,  arrived  yesterday, 
have  been  laid  before  the  Council  of  Safety. 

"  The  Council  have  appointed  a  committee  to  meet  those 
from  the  four  New-England  States  at  the  lime  and  place 
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appointed,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  proposed  conference 
may  be  productive  of  a  system  of  rci;uhuions  whicii  will 
answer  the  impoitant  purposes  intended  bv  it. 

"  I  am  directed  to  assure  you,  sir,  tliat  nothing  on  the 
part  of  this  State  shall  at  any  time  be  wanting  to  cullivate 
and  confirm  that  harmony  and  mutual  confidence  which 
they  wish  to  maintain  wiih  ilie  oilier  United  States,  and 
which  is  so  essential  to  their  common  security  and  pros- 
perity. 

"  I  am  sir,  your  most  obt.  and  humble  servt. 
"  Honble.  Jer.  Powell, 

President  of  the  Council  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  tiie  letters  from 
our  Delegates  in  Congress  of  the  second  and  ninth  instant, 
and  from  James  Duane,  Esqr.  of  the  ninth  and  the  tenth 
instant,  and  a  letter  from  Jolin  Hancock.  Esqr.  of  the  eighth 
instant,  with  their  several  enclosures,  delivered  in  their  re- 
port, which  was  read  ;  and  the  same  being  considered  by 
paragraphs,  was  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from 
the  New-York  Delegates  in  General  Congress  of  the  2nd 
July  and  9th  July  instant ;  two  letters  from  James  Duane, 
Esqr.  of  the  9th  and  10th  July  instant ;  one  letter  from  the 
President  of  the  Congress  of  the  eighth  of  July  instant, 
with  their  several  enclosures,  vizt : 

"  1st.  A  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  seventh  July  in- 
stant, containing  a  requisition  of  a  loan  of  fifteen  hundred 
blankets. 

"  2d.  Certain  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  30th  June, 
respecting  the  revolted  subjects  of  this  State. 

"3.  A  list  of  the  New-York  tories  lately  confined  in  the 
State  prison  at  Philadelphia. 

"4.  A  copy  of  a  letter  from  liie  New- York  Delegates 
to  the  Commissary-General,  of  tlie  2d  July  instant,  on  the 
subject  of  exchanging  the  salt  obtained  from  Congress. 

"  5.  An  order  from  the  secret  committee  of  Congress  of 
the  twentieth  of  June  last,  on  Tiiomas  Mumford,  in  favour 
of  the  New- York  Delegates  for  the  said  salt. 

"6.  An  order  from  the  .New-York  Delegates  to  Thomas 
Mumford  of  the  8lh  of  July  instant,  to  deliver  the  said  salt 
to  the  Governor  or  Council  of  Safety  of  this  State. 

"7.  A  certified  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  re- 
specting the  said  salt. 

"  Have  taken  the  same  into  consideration,  and  thereupon 
beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report : 

'■^Resolved,  That  this  State  will  continue  to  exert  itself 
to  the  utmost  in  supporting  the  present  necessary  war 
against  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  will  coniribule  all 
the  aid  in  their  power  to  the  common  cause  of  America ; 
but  that  the  present  circumstances  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
State  are  such  as  to  deprive  them  of  ide  satisfaction  it 
would  give  them  to  make  the  loan  of  blankets  required  by 
Congress  :  And  the  better  to  explain  this,  the  Council  beg 
leave  to  mention  the  following  facts  ; 

"This  State  having  been  long  excluded  from  the  sea, 
have  not  been  able  to  import  that  necessary  article. 

"  Nassau  island,  and  the  oliier  parts  of  liiis  State,  where 
very  considerable  quantities  of  sheep  were  raised,  being  in 
the  power  of  the  enemy  ;  and  the  inhabitants  being  olten 
drawn  into  the  field,  and  harrassed  by  continual  alarms, 
they  have  been  prevented  from  deriving  their  usual  supplies 
from  their  own  manuf.iciures. 

"  A  great  number  of  unfortunate  inhabitants  of  the 
southern  parts  of  this  State,  having  been  driven  from  their 
habitations  by  the  enemy,  and  plundered  by  both  armies, 
have  laid  the  other  parts  of  the  States  under  heavy,  though 
voluntary,  contributions  for  their  clothing  and  support. 

"The  late  Convention  of  this  Slate  prompted  by  the 
most  ardent  zeal  for  the  American  cause,  and  desirous  of 
supplying  clothing  to  the  troops  directed  to  be  raised  in 
this  Stale,  as  well  in  the  year  1776,  as  since,  did  cause  all 
the  blankets  and  stockings  which  could  be  spared  from  the 


necessary  use  of  the  inhabitants,  to  be  collected,  and  in 
pursuance  of  those  resoliiiioiis  a  very  considerable  number 
were  taken  from  private  families  so  late  as  last  winter. 

"That  from  these  causes  as  well  as  from  the  probability 
of  this  State  remaining  the  seat  of  war,  and  continuing  ex- 
cluded from  an  opportunity  of  gaining  supplies  cither  from 
foreign  countries  or  the  neighbouring  IStates,  there  is  llie 
highest  reason  to  fear  that  the  people  of  this  State  will  be 
greatly  distressed  by  the  rigours  ot  the  approaching  winter. 

"  Your  committee  beg  leave  to  observe  that  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress  respecting  the  revolted  subjects  of  this 
Slate  properly  falls  under  the  notice  of  the  committee  to 
whom  the  papers  transmitted  by  Colonel  Patterson,  were 
referred  ;  and  therefore  they  forbear  reporting  any  thing  on 
that  subject. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  list  of  the  New- York  tories,  lately 
confined  in  the  State  prison  at  Philadelphia,  be  filed  wiiii 
the  Secretary. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  secret  committee  of 
Congress,  of  the  twentieth  day  of  June  last,  on  Thomas 
Mumford,  in  favour  of  the  New-York  Delegates,  and 
their  order  on  him  in  favour  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of 
this  State  for  a  cargo  of  about  two  thousand  bushels  of 
salt  imported  by  Congress  into  Plymouth,  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  ;  and  by  their  resolution  of  the  14th  of  June 
last,  directed  to  be  sold  to  this  State,  be  transmitted  to- 
gether with  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  resolutions  to 
Abram.  P.  Lott,  Esquire,  by  express ;  and  that  he  be  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  receive  the  said  salt  from  the  said 
Thomas  Mumford,  to  whom  a  receipt  for  the  same  from 
the  said  Abraham  P.  Lott,  sliall  be  a  sufficient  discharge. 

"  Add  further,  that  the  said  Abraham  P.  Lott,  cause  the 
said  salt  to  be  transported  to  Hartford,  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, and  there  to  be  stored  and  secured  till  the  further 
order  of  this  Council  or  the  Governor  of  this  Slate. 

"  Your  committee  beg  leave  furliier  to  report,  that  in 
their  opinion  a  certified  copy  of  the  aforegoing  resolutions 
respecting  ihe  requisition  of  blankets  ought  to  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  President  of  the  (ieneral  Congress  ;  and  lhat  the 
following  letter  be  written  to  him  on  that  subject,  vizt  : 

"  By  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  this  State,  I  have 
the  honour  of  transmitting  to  you  the  enclosed  resolutions, 
which  they  hope  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  Con- 
gress. 

"  The  Council  greatly  regret  the  inability  of  this  State 
to  furnish  the  blankets  required  of  them,  and  tlie  more 
so,  as  your  Honourable  House,  have  in  divers  instances 
given  such  ample  proofs  of  their  attention  to  the  interest 
and  happiness  of  this  State. 

"  I  am  directed,  sir,  to  assure  you  in  the  strongest  terms, 
lhat  the  Council  will  most  cheerfully  embrace  every  op- 
portunity of  contributing  to  ihe  support  of  the  American 
cause,  and  of  evincing  the  sense  they  entertain  of  the  jus- 
tice and  benevolence  of  the  General  Congress. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  - 
"  Wiih  esteem  and  respect, 

"  Your  most  obed.  and  humble  servt. 
"  To  the  Honbl.  John  Hancock. 

"  Your  committee  further  beg  leave  to  report  the  follow- 
ing answer  to  the  several  letters  from  the  Delegates  of  this 
Slate,  vizt : 

"  Gentlemen — Your  letters  of  the  second  and  ninth  of 
July  instant,  and  those  from  Mr.  Duane,  of  the  ninth  and 
tenth  of  July  instant,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  and  refer- 
red to  in  them,  have  arrived  and  been  laid  before  the 
Council. 

"  The  Council  are  pleased  with  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress respecting  the  revolt  of  the  eastern  district,  and  com- 
mend the  attention  you  have  paid  to  that  and  other  inte- 
resting subjects. 

"  The  reasons  assigned  by  you  have  induced  them  to  " 
send  printed  copies  of  those  resolutions  to  lhat  district, 
and  have  ordered  them  to  be  properly  published  and  dis- 
tributed. 
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"You  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  Congress  the  en- 
loscd  vote  of  tlianks  for  their  resolutions  on  this  head,  and 
oiake  such  use  of  the  enclosed  papers  respecting  the  vio- 
lent and  treasonable  practices  of  those  infatuated  people, 


,s  you  may  think  proper. 


•'The  Council  are  well  satisfied  with  your  having  de- 
tained their  letter  of  the  seventeenth  June  last,  and  ap- 
prove of  your  directing  anollier  edition  of  the  constitution 
to  be  published  with  marginal  notes. 

"  The  Council  have  directed  the  salt  at  Plymouth  to  be 
sent  for,  and  are  much  obliged  to  the  President  for  his 
friendly  offers  in  endeavouring  to  procure  an  exchange  with 
the  Commissary  for  an  equal  quantity  nearer  to  this  State  ; 
of  this  be  pleased  to  inform  him. 

"  A  manufactory  of  sulphur  and  salt  in  Try  on  county  is 
he<nin,  and  the  Council  would  expect  much  from  it,  did 
not  the  late  insolence  of  the  savages  threaten  that  country 
with  an  Indian  war.  Flint  is  found  in  very  great  abun- 
dance, but  only  one  man  has  as  yet  been  found  who  knows 
any  thing  of  the  business.  What  progress  he  has  made 
the  Council  are  not  yet  informed.  If  you  can  find  any 
persons  acquainted  with  that  branch  of  business,  the  Coun- 
cil will  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  employ  and 
send  them  forward. 

"  It  is  with  pleasure  I  acquaint  you  that  the  spirit  of 
disaffection  among  us  is  nearly  subdued.  The  militia 
march  when  called  upon,  and  order  and  government  pre- 
vail throughout  the  State,  except  in  the  eastern  district. 
What  influence  the  further  inroads  of  the  enemy  may 
have  on  our  new  made  whigs,  is  uncertain.  The  evacua- 
tion of  Ticonderoga,  which  they  are  assured  was  done 
without  the  advice  or  knowledge  of  General  Schuyler,  oc- 
casions much  speculation,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  strict  in- 
quiry will  be  made  into  the  reasons  of  that  very  extraor- 
dinary measure. 

"  I  am,  with  due  respect, 

"  Gentlemen,  your  mo.st  obt.  humb.  serv. 
"To the  New-York  Delegates  in  Congress." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letters  be  engrossed,  signed  by 
the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Henry,  commissary,  &c.  sup- 
ply James  Robinson,  an  indigent  prisoner  of  war,  with 
two  shirts  and  one  pair  of  trowsers,  and  that  he  deliver  an 
account  of  the  expenses  thereof  to  the  commissary  of  pri- 
soners of  war. 

A  petition  of  sundry  respectable  inhabitants  of  Marble- 
town,  friends  to  the  American  cause,  praying  that  Wil- 
liam McGinnes  who  was  tried  by  a  general  court  martial 
at  Fort  Montgomcrie,  for  treasonable  practices  against  the 
State,  and  sentenced  to  suffer  death,  may  be  pardoned  and 
discharged,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,.  Thdit  the  President  do  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  this  Council  issue  a  pardon  to  the  said  Wil- 
liam McGinnes,  of  the  crimes  and  punishments  where- 
with and  whereto  he  stands  charged  and  sentenced  as 
aforesaid. 

The  Council  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  ten 
o'clock. 


DIE  SABBATI,  10  ho.  a.,  ji. 

July  19,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Pbesent— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Major  Tappen,  Colo.  De  Witt.  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston, 
Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Plait,  Mr.  Harper,  Genl.  Scott. 

Ordered,  That  Nicholas  Koons,  of  the  manor  of  Li- 
vingston, confined  for  disaffection  in  the  jail  of  this  place 
be  bound  in  bond  to  appear  whenever  called,  to  give  evi- 
dence against  Nicholas  Croat,  and  discharged. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  dated  the  16lh 


instant,  informing  that  the  said  committee  liavc  resolved 
that  Walter  Carpenter,  (sent  fioin  thence  to  tiie  Fleet  pri- 
son.) on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  be  discharged, 
was  read  and  filed. 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  reponed  a  draft  of  a  letter  to 
Messrs.  Yates  and  Morris,  which  was  read  and  approved 
of,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — I  am  directed  to  inform  you  ihai  we  have  re- 
ceived your  letters  of  the  sixteenth  of  July,  and  are  e.x- 
tremely  sorry  to  find  that  the  army  have  received  so  few 
reinforcements,  and  hardly  know  upon  what  principal  to 
account  for  it,  as  ihey  are  infoimed  that  from  somu  parts 
of  the  county  of  Albany,  near  half  of  the  iiuliii.i  have 
marched  :  had  this  been  general  the  whole  countv  would 
have  afforded  at  least  lour  thousand  men. 

"  They  have  been  informed  of  the  apprehension->  of  the 
people  of  Tryon  county;  have  written  to  General  Scliuvlfr 
upon  the  subject,  and  ordered  a  small  body  of  ranger's  to 
be  raised  for  its  security. 

"  The  Council  are  very  much  surprised  at  your  not 
writing  a  more  particular  account  of  a  transaction  in  winch 
this  State  are  so  much  interested,  as  the  retreat  from 
Ticonderoga,  and  request  that  m  your  next  you  would 
inform  them  of  the  manner  of  the  retreat ;  the  number 
of  the  men  that  came  ofi  ;  whether  any  or  how  many 
were  taken ;  whether  the  sick  came  away;  whether  the 
troops  brought  off  their  arms,  and  any  part  of  their  bag- 
gage or  stores  ;  whether  they  were  pursued  in  their  re- 
treat;  whether  they  met  with  any  loss  in  such  pursuit; 
what  skirmishes  we  have  had  with  the  enemy,  and  the 
loss  on  either  side  in  such  skirmishes  ;  whether  tlie  mi- 
litia of  the  neighbouring  States  are  called  for,  and  what 
prospect  there  is  of  obtaining  them  ;  wlial  inlelli^enco  vou 
liave  of  the  number  of  the  enemy  and  their  designs  ;  what 
advanced  posts  we  have  in  oider  to  annoy  the  enemy  iii 
their  way  down  ;  what  part  the  Canadians  and  Indians  have 
or  will  probably  take  in  this  controversy  ;  what  reasons 
you  have  to  believe  any  inroads  will  be  made  in  Tryon 
county  ;  and,  in  short,  every  thing  else  winch  may  give 
light  to  this  Council,  or  salisty  the  inquiries  of  ilie  people, 
who  are  lead  from  our  silence  to  draw  the  most  melancholy 
conclusions. 

"  The  Council  are  sorry  to  be  under  the  disagreeable 
necessity  of  pointing  out  to  you  the  particular  suiijects  upon 
which  they  wish  you  to  write,  as  they  flatter  themselves 
that  you  would  not  have  omitted  what  was  one  of  the  most 
important  objects  of  your  journey. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen, 
"  Your  most  obedt.  humble  servants. 

"  To  Abm.  Yates,  Junr. and  Govb.  Morris,  Esqr. 

at  Fort-Kdward.'' 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  engrossed,  signed  by  the 
President,  and  transmitted  ;  and  that  copies  of  the  resolu- 
tions for  raising  two  companies  ot  rangers  in  Tryon  county, 
and  of  the  letter  to  General  Schuyler  on  the  subject,  be 
transmitted  to  the  committee  of  Albany. 

Adjourned  until  this  afternoon  4  o'clock. 

Die  Sabbati,  4  ho.  P.  M.  July  19,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Plait,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livinjslon,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Major  Van 
Zandt,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Harper,  Genl.  Scott. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Schoharie,  dated  the 
seventeenth  instant,  (brought  by  Mr.  Wills,)  setting  forth 
the  apprehensions  of  the  people  in  that  quarter  of  an  attack 
from  the  Indians  and  requesting  some  relief. 

The  same  being  read  was  immediately  taken  into  consi- 
deration. 

After  some  lime  spent  therein,  the  subject  matter  thereof 
was  committed  to  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Piatt  and  Mr.  R.  R. 
Livingston. 

Captain  Frederick  Schooninaker,  attending,  according  to 
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order,  and  being  asked  how  many  men  he  had  enlisted  in  his 
company,  answered,  that  lie  iiad  enlisted  iwcniy-iliree  men 
for  two  months  betoie  he  was  made  acquainted  with  the 
resolutions  :  directed  them  to  be  raised  to  serve  till  the  first 
day  of  December,  and  therefore  dues  not  know  whether 
the  said  men  will  consent  to  serve  so  long,  or  whether  he 
can  enlist  many  for  that  term. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Frederick  Schoonmaker  do  en- 
list a  company  of  men  which  were  directed  to  be  raised  by 
the  resolution  of  the  sixteenth  instant  to  serve  until  the 
first  day  of  December  ne\t,  to  serve  until  the  first  day  of 
October  next,  unless  sooner  disbanded,  and  that  he  doth 
cause  all  such  as  he  hath  enlisted,  to  parade  at  the  court- 
house, in  Kingston,  on  Tuesday  next,  to  relieve  those  of 
the  militia  who  are  guarding  prisoners  confined  in  the  jail 
and  Fleet  prison. 

Adjourned  until  Monday  morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  LUN^,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

Juhj  21,  1777. 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Tappen,  Mr,  Cantine,  Major  Van  Zandt, 
Mr.  Plan,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Harper,  Genl.  icon. 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  informed  the  Council  of  Safety 
that  Captain  Montgomery,  a  relation  of  the  lale  General 
Montgomery,  is  now  at  his  house  a  prisoner,  wounded  in 
his  leg,  and  that  Doctor  Sealee,  his  surgeon,  who  is  also  a 
prisoner,  is  there  with  him ;  that  they  are  sent  to  the  care 
of  the  committee  of  Kingston ;  that  tlie  surgeon  alleges 
lliat  it  would  be  very  improper  to  remove  Capt.  Montgo- 
mery farther,  in  the  present  slate  of  his  wound. 

That  a  letter  from  Jacob  Cuvlcr,  by  order  of  General 
Schuyler,  to  the  chairman  of  the  cuiiiiniiiee  of  Kingston, 
is  sent  to  John  Sleght,  Esqr.  the  chairman  ;  Mr.  tSleglu 
the  chairman,  attended  with  the  letter,  which  was  read. 

The  Council  advise  the  chairman  that  he  write  a  letter 
to  Lieutenant  Welsh,  the  officer  who  has  the  charge  of  the 
prisoners,  desiring  him  to  lake  their  parol  to  remain  at  Mr. 
Livingston's  house  and  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  it  until 
further  order ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  they  do  nothing 
inimical  to  the  country. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Cadwaliader  Colden,  Es- 
quire, have  leave  to  go  to  his  tam:lv,  and  return  to  the 
Fleet  prison  at  Roundout  Kill,  in  custody  of  Henry  LSleght, 
at  Mr.  Colden's  expense;  that  Mr.  SIcght  have  the  custody 
of  the  said  Mr.  Colden  daring  his  visit  to  his  family  and 
return,  and  take  care  that  he  return  and  surrender  himself 
to  the  Fleet  prison  within  five  days  from  the  lime  of  his 
departure. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  informed  the  Council  tliat  he  has 
received  from  General  Wasliinaton  a  letter  to  the  brigadier- 
generals  of  the  western  parts  of  the  .Massachusetts  Bay 
and  the  New-Hampshire  militia,  recommendinr;  to  them  to 
march  with  one-third  of  their  militia  lo  rendezvous  at  Sa- 
ratoga, unless  otherwise  directed  by  General  Schuyler  or 
General  Arnold,  to  be  under  the  iinmediate  command  of 
General  Arnold  ;  that  it  is  necessary  to  be  forwarded  by 
express,  agreeable  to  General  Washinaton's  request. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  sealed,  and  forwarded 
by  express. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  Major-General  Schuyler  to  Ge- 
neral Washington,  enclosing  copies  of  proclamations  by 
General  Burgoyne  and  General  Schuyler,  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 

"Fort  Edward,  July  17,  1777. 

"  Dexu  Sir — Your  Excellency's  favours  of  the  12th  and 
13th  instant  I  had  liic  honour  lo  receive  yesterday.  It  is 
very  true  that  wc  have  a  great  plenty  of  horses  in  this  pail 
of  the  country,  but  as  they  are  always  drove  two  abreast, 
and  never  with  such  collars  as  are  generally  used  in  the 
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artillery,  I  feared  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  get  them  to 
draw,  and  iiave  found  it  so  much  so  with  the  two  pieces 
wliich  General  Nixon  has  with  him,  that  I  have  ordered 
the  carnages  whicii  are  now  making  for  the  cannon  I  have 
here,  to  be  constructed  so  as  to  be  drawn  with  horses 
abreast  of  each  other. 

"  Major  Stevens  is  safe,  but  so  ill,  at  Albany  that  I  fear 
he  will  be  of  little  service  to  the  campaign. 

"We  have  chosen  two  very  advantageous  spots  of  ground 
about  four  miles  below  this,  where  the  troops  that  come 
from  Ticonderoga,  and  part  of  the  militia,  have  begun  lo 
make  some  works,  but  I  do  not  propose  to  move  down  with 
what  troops  I  have  here  until  I  can  procure  more  axes  and 
entrenching  tools  which  are  collecting  in  the  country. 

"The  deputy  Adjutant-General  has  not  as  yet  been  able 
to  procure  a  return  of  the  troops,  but  expects  he  will  be 
able  lo  deliver  it  lo  me  by  to-morrow. 

"Part  of  the  enemy's  force  is  at  Skeensborough,  a  body 
of  between  one  and  two  thousand  at  Castle  'I'own,  and 
another  returned  to  Ticonderoga  in  order  to  come  by  that 
route  across  Lake  George.  They  have  an  advanced  post 
at  a  block  house  near  P'ort  Ann,  and  their  Indian  scouts 
are  continually  lurking  about  our  advanced  posts. 

"  The  d.ay  before  yesterday  ihey  made  prisoners  of  two 
wagons,  near  Fort  George. 

"  We  have  brought  away  every  thing  we  had  at  Fort 
George,  and  yesterday  Colo.  Van  Dyck,  agreeable  to  his 
orders,  quilled  the  post,  after  seeing  every  part  of  it  in 
flames  ;  strengthened  with  that  garrison,  and  if  ihe  militia 
who  are  here,  or  an  equal  number  can  be  prevailed  on  to 
stay,  and  the  enemy  give  me  a  few  days  more,  which  I 
think  they  will  be  obliged  to  do,  I  shall  not  be  apprehensive 
that  they  will  be  able  to  force  the  posts  I  am  about  to  oc- 
cupy. 

"  So  much  toryism  prevails  among  the  people,  on  what 
are  commonly  called  the  New-Hainpshirc  Grants,  and 
amongst  those  that  reside  in  the  townships  bordering  on 
them,  that  I  should  not  be  much  surprized  if  General  Bur- 
goyne should  attempt  to  march  as  far  as  Bennington,  in  or- 
der to  procure  cattle  and  carriages,  for  I  cannot  as  yet  learn 
that  many  have  been  brought  away,  although  1  gave  the 
necessary  ordeis  immediately  on  being  informed  oi  the  re- 
treat from  Ticonderoga. 

"  I  have  had  part  of  Wood  creek  filled  with  trees,  and 
ihe  roads  between  this  and  Fort  Ann  broken  up  and  ren- 
dered impassable,  unless  much  labour  is  bestowed  on 
them. 

"  The  cattle  beyond  this  are  all  brought  and  bringing 
away,  and  I  shall  not  leave  any  forage  for  the  enemy's  cat- 
tle to  subsist  on. 

"  I  enclose  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a  publication  of 
General  Burgoyrie's,  with  a  copy  of  one  of  mine.  I  have 
ordered  every  person  that  has  taken  or  may  take  a  protec- 
tion from  the  enemy,  and  that  can  be  taken,  lo  be  secured 
and  sent  to  jail. 

"  Part  of  the  militia  from  Massachusetts,  and  all  those 
from  New-Hampshire,  I  have  ordered  to  join  Colo.  War- 
ner, who  is  at  Manchester,  and  who  has  my  orders  to  ad- 
vance as  near  to  the  enemy  as  he  can  with  the  small  forces 
he  has,  the  better  to  bring  oft'  the  cattle  and  carriages  near 
them. 

"  I  am,  dear  sir,  witii  great  respect, 
"Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
PH.  SCHUYLER. 

"  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington,  &c.  &c." 

"  Copy  of  General  Burgoyne' s  proclamation." 

"  By  Lieutenant-General  John  Burgoyne,  commanding  an 
army  and  fleet  of  Great  Britain,  against  the  revolted  Pro- 
vinces of  America. 

"  To  the  inhabitants  of  Caslleton,  of  Hubberton,  Rut- 
land, Tinmouth,  Pawlet,  Wells,  Granville,  with  the  neigh- 
bouring districts  ;  also  the  districts  bordering  on  White 
creek,  Cambden,  Cambridge,  &c.  &c.  <Scc. 
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You  arc  hereby  directed  to  send  from  your  several 
lowns[iip«»  deputations,  consisting  of  ten  persons  or  nnore 
from  each  township,  to  meet  Colonel  tSkeene,  at  Casileton, 
on  Wednesday,  July  loth,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  who  will 
have  instructions  not  only  to  give  further  encouragement  to 
liiose  who  complied  with  the  terms  of  my  late  manifesto, 
but  also  to  communicate  conditions  upon  wliich  the  per- 
fons  and  properties  of  the  disobedient  may  yet  be  spared. 

"This  fail  not  to  obey,  under  pain  of  military  execution. 

"  Head-Quarters  at  iSkeensborough  House,  July  lOlh, 
1777. 

"J.  BURGOYNE. 
"  By  order  of  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-General. 
"  Rt.  Kingston.  Secrtlary.''' 

A  copy  of  General  Schuyler's  proclamation. 
"  By  Philip  Scliuyler,  Esquire,  Alajor-General  in  the  army 

of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Northern  Department. 

'*  To  the  inhabitants  of  Castle  Town,  of  Hubberlon,  Rut- 
land, Tininouth,  Pawlet,  Wells,  Gransville,  with  the  neigh- 
bouring districts  ;  also  the  districts  bordering  on  Wlute 
creek,  Cambden,  Cambridge,  &c.  &c. 

"  Whereas  Lieutenant-General  John  Burgoyne,  com- 
manding an  army  of  the  British  troops,  did,  by  a  written 
paper,  by  him  subscribed,  bearing  date  at  Skeensborough 
House,  on  the  10th  day  of  July,  instant,  require  you  to 
send  from  your  several  townships,  deputations,  consisting 
often  persons  or  more  from  each  township,  to  meet  Colo- 
nel Skeen  at  Casileton,  on  Wednesday,  July  15ih,  at  ten 
in  the  morning,  for  sundry  purposes  in  said  paper  men- 
tioned, and  that  you  are  not  to  fail  in  paying  obedience 
thereto,  under  pain  of  military  execution. 

"  Whatever,  my  countrj'men,  may  be  the  ostensible 
reasons  for  such  meeting,  it  is  evidently  intended  by  the 
enemy  then  to  prevail  on  you  by  threats  and  promises,  to 
forsake  the  cause  of  your  country,  to  assist  them  in  forcing 
slavery  on  the  United  States  of  America,  and  under  the 
specious  pretext  of  affording  vou  protection,  to  bring  on 
you  that  misery  which  their  promises  of  protection  drew 
on  such  of  the  deluded  inhabitants  of  New-Jersey,  who 
were  weak  enough  to  confide  in  them,  but  who  soon  expe- 
nenced  their  fallacy  by  being  treated  indiscriminately  wiih 
those  virtuous  citizens  who  came  forth  in  defence  of  their 
country,  with  the  most  wanton  barbarity,  and  such  as 
hitherto  linth  not  even  disgraced  barbarians. 

"  Tiiey  cruelly  butchered,  without  distinction  to  age  or 
sex,  ravi^hed  children,  from  ten,  to  women  of  eighty  years 
of  age  ;  they  burnt,  pillaged  and  destroyed  whatever  came 
into  their  power ;  nor  did  their  edifices,  dedicated  to  the 
worship  of  Almighty  God,  escape  their  sacrilegious  fury. 
Such  were  the  deeds,  such  they  were  incontestibly  proved 
to  be,  which  liave  marked  the  British  arms  with  the  most 
indelible  stains. 

"  But  tliey  having,  by  llie  blessings  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence on  our  arms,  been  obliged  totally  to  abandon  that 
State;  they  left  those  that  were  weak  or  wicked  enough  to 
take  protection  under  ttiem,  to  bemoan  iheir  credulity,  and 
to  cast  themselves  on  the  mercy  of  their  injured  country- 
men. Such  will  be  your  fate,  if  you  lend  a  willing  ear  to 
their  promises,  which,  I  trust,  none  of  you  will  do. 

"  But  lest  any  of  you  should  so  far  forget  the  duty  you 
owe  to  your  country,  as  to  join  with,  or  in  any  manner  or 
Way  assist  or  give  comfort  or  hold  correspondence  with,  or 
take  protections  from  the  enemy,  be  it  known  to  each  and 
every  of  you,  the  inhabitants  ot  said  townships,  or  any 
other  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  that  you  will 
be  considered  and  dealt  with  as  traitors  to  said  Stales,  and 
that  the  1  aws  thereof  will  be  put  in  execution  against  every 
person  so  oflTending  with  the  utmost  rigour ;  and  1  do  here- 
by strictly  enjoin  and  command  all  officers,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, to  apprehend  all  sucii  offenders.  And  I  do  further 
•triclly  enjoin  and  command  such  of  the  militia  of  said 
townships  as  have  not  yet  marched,  to  do  so  without  delay, 


to  join  the  army  under  my  command,  or  some  detachment 
thereof. 

"  Given  under  my  hand,  at  Head-Quarters,  Fort  Ed- 
ward, July  13lh,  1777. 

"PH.  SCHUYLER. 

"  By  the  General's  command, 

"  Henry  B.  Livingston,  A.  D.  C." 

A  letter  from  John  Kortze,  Junr.  and  Barent  Weger,  on 
behalf  of  Andrew  Young,  was  read  and  filed. 

'I'hcy  thereby  inform  that  Andrew  Young,  now  a  priso- 
ner in  the  south  room  of  Kingston  jail,  is  ill  of  ardent  fe- 
ver and  distemper  in  his  throat. 

Ordered.,  That  Doctor  Luke  Kiersted  visit  the  said  An- 
drew Young,  and  if  he  shall  think  it  necessary  lo  have 
the  said  Andrew  Young  removed,  that  the  shenlf  procure 
lodgings  for  the  said  Andrew  Young,  and  a  physician  to 
attend  him. 

Genl.  Scott  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

A  letter  from  William  Seaber,  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  Tryon  county,  dated  July  the  eighteenth,  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows,  lo  wit : 

"  Tryon  County  Committee  Chamber,  July  ISlh.  1777. 

"Honourable  Gentlemen — The  deplorable  situation 
of  our  county  inoveth  us  to  represent  the  circumstances 
thereof  to  your  Honourable  Board. 

"  Our  county  is,  at  the  several  frontier  places,  threaten- 
ed with  invasions  of  British  troops,  lories  and  savages.  It 
is  a  certain  trulh,  as  tlie  enclosure  will  convince  you  clear- 
ly, that  the  enemy  is  in  Oswego  ;  and  after  a  council  of 
(^olo.  Butler  with  the  Five  Nations,  he  will  marcn  towards 
Fort  Schuyler  directly,  with  the  mlenl  to  pursue  to  Albany. 

"  It  is  also  certain  truth,  that  the  selllements  on  the  Sus- 
quehannah  river  to  ihe  Lake  Otsego,  are  already  in  the 
power  of  Joseph  Brandt  and  his  Indian  party. 

"  The  loss  of  Ticonderoga  is  a  hard  stroke  to  our  inha- 
bitants in  general,  and  causeih  the  number  of  our  disaf- 
fected greatly  to  increase.  In  such  a  situation  are  our 
frontiers,  and  what  is  most  deplorable,  no  succour  of  Con- 
tinental troops  appears  for  defence  and  protection. 

"  This  board,  as  well  as  General  Nicholas  Herkeiiner, 
several  times  acquainted  General  Schuyler  of  our  dange- 
rous circumstances,  and  pr.iyed  for  assistance  of  some 
Continental  troops,  but  received  no  promise  of  any,  or  any 
other  encouragement  than  that  we  should  animate  the  spi- 
rits of  the  militia  to  step  forth  in  defence  of  their  coun- 
try. We  endeavour  to  encourage  our  mililia  with  what 
lies  in  our  power,  but  ihey  are  so  far  discouraged  f)v  the 
scandalous  loss  of  that  important  fort,  Ticonderoga,  and 
by  seeing  themselves  left  helpless  in  this  real  time  of 
need,  that  with  surprise  we  must  see  the  most  nfl'ectcd  de- 
cline in  courage,  and  the  weak  hearted  (which  by  this 
time  being  the  greatest  number)  are  fully  resolved,  and  de- 
clare openly,  upon  actual  invasion  of  the  enemy,  to  render 
themselves  up  lo  their  protection,  if  the  county  be  not  in 
time  succoured  with  troops. 

"  We  may  assure  you  that  we  fear  the  loss  of  our 
county  will  be  the  next  news,  if  not  assisted  by  sufficient 
force  lo  repulse  the  enemy. 

"  Fort  Schuyler's  fortifications  aie  not  yet  finished,  and 
the  garrison  consists  but  of  about  ;500  able  men.  General 
Schuyler  ordered  200  men  of  our  militia  for  a  reinforce- 
ment, but  wiih  all  trouble  possible,  anJ  repeated  orders, 
no  more  but  about  SO  men  could  be  brought  there. 

"  There  is  not  much  more  regard  for  orders  or  fines  ; 
but  we  must  really  fear,  that  in  a  short  time,  for  sake  of 
such  a  neglect  of  our  frontiers,  more  than  the  half  of  our 
inhabitants  are  resolved  not  lo  lift  up  arras  in  defence  of 
this  county. 

"  We  are  surprised,  and  it  is  above  our  horizon  to 
know  the  reason  of  General  Schuyler  why  this  valuable 
county  is  not  to  be  succoured  wiih  at  least  2,000  men.  We 
think  that  vou  are  convinced  that  we  have  reason  to  com- 
plain and  to  implore  your  Honourable  Board  for  help,  if  ihis 
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county  and  the  poor,  true  hearted  inhabitants,  who  would 
sacrifice  tiieir  lives  willingly,  shall  be  saved. 

"  Wc  humbly,  thcreloie,  beg  your  mature  contemplation 
of  our  present  circumstances,  and  that  you  will  please  to 
assist  before  it  is  loo  late,  if  it  lies  in  vour  power.  We 
recommend  this  serious  matter  into  your  particular  favour, 
and  imagine  this  will  be  our  last  application  for  the  safety 
of  our  frontiers. 

"  Remaining  always,  in  humble  respect, 
"  Honourable  gentlemen, 

"  Your  obdet.  humble  servants, 

"  By  order  of  the  committee, 
"WELLIAM  SEEBER,  Chairman. 
"  The  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety 
at  Kiogston. 

"  P.  S.  The  express,  bearer  of  this  letter,  Mr.  Frede- 
rick Helmer,  is  a  member  of  this  board,  and  he  is  em- 
powered by  us  to  give  you  more  circumstantial  inlorma- 
tion,  if  you  think  worthy  to  inquire  further." 

The  information  of  Frederick  Helmer,  dated  the  seven- 
teenth instant,  and  appearing  to  be  taken  before  the  said 
committee,  was  also  received  and  read,  and  it  is  in  the 
words  following,  viz  : 

"In  Committee  Chamber,  ? 
"  Tryon  county,  July  I'th,  1777.  ^ 

"  Mr.  Frederick  Hellmer,  of  German  Flaits  district,  a 
member  of  this  board,  who,  upon  different  alarming 
news  of  a  soon  invasion  of  our  enemies  into  our  frontier, 
went  to  our  friendly  Indians  (the  Oneidas)  for  information 
of  the  certainty  thereof. 

"  The  said  Hellmer  conversed  with  an  Oneida  sachem, 
named  Thomas,  a  well  alfected  friend  to  our  cause,  on  the 
15lh  instant,  and  brings  before  this  Board  the  following 
report : 

"  Sachem  Thomas  relates,  that  when  he  arrived  in  the 
Indian  castle  Cassasseny,  near  Cachanawago,  in  Canada, 
he  was  well  received  by  his  friends  there;  but  they  di- 
rectly told  him  that  Colo.  Clauss  and  bir  John  Johnson 
were  in  the  castle,  and  shall  make  a  speech  to  the  Indians, 
and  they  therefore  think  proper  that  he  with  his  compani- 
ons should  keep  tliemselves  secret,  and  on  the  council 
day  (wiiich  being  soon)  should  hide  themselves  in  the 
council  house,  up  stairs  ;  and  according  to  this  good  ad- 
vice he  did  so,  and  got  in  such  a  manner  the  good  luck  to 
hear  the  whole  speech  of  Colo.  Clauss,  whereof  the  main 
points  are  as  follows  : 

"  Colo.  Claus's  invited  strongly,  under  many  promises, 
the  Indians  to  join  him  in  his  expedilion  to  Fort  ^Schuyler 
and  against  Tryon  county,  mentioning  the  number  of  his 
while  men,  and  saying  tliat  he  lias  sent  already  a  number 
of  Indians  wilii  liie  army  to  Ticonderoga,  and  he  is  sure 
that  Ticonderoga  will  be  rendered  to  them.  Colo.  Clauss 
repeated  again  this,  '  'i'lcondcroga  is  mine,  ihis  is  true, 
you  may  depend  on,  and  not  one  gunshot  shall  be  rired  for 
It ;  the  same  is  with  Fort  Schuyler,  I  am  sure,'  said  he 
further,  '  for  when  I  come  towards  lhat  fort,  and  the  com- 
manding officer  there  shall  see  me,  he  shall  also  not  fire 
one  shot,  and  render  the  fort  to  me.' 

"Thomas,  the  sachem,  after  relating  of  what  he  heard 
in  Colo.  Clauss'  speech  as  atorementioned,  said  to  Frede- 
rick Hellmer  and  his  companions,  '  Now,  brothers,  this 
which  I  related  to  you  is  the  real  truth  ;  and  I  lell  you  fur- 
ther notice,  that  Sir  John  Johnson,  wiih  his  family,  and 
Colo.  Clauss,  with  his  family,  are  now  in  Oswego,  wiih 
about  700  Indians,  and  their  number  of  vvhite  men  are  400 
regulars,  and  about  600  tones,  lying  yet  on  an  island  on 
this  side  of  Swegatshy. 

"Therefore,  brothers,  now  is  your  time  to  wake,  and  not 
to  alccp  longer,  or  on  the  contrary  it  shall  go  with  Fort 
Schuyler  as  it  went  already  with  Ticonderoga.  Colo. 
Butler  is,  as  I  heard,  to  arrive  yesterday,  being  the  14th 
instant,  from  Niagara,  at  Oswego,  with  his  party,  not 
knowing  how  stmng  in  number,  and  shall  immediately 


keep  a  council  there,  with  the  Five  Nations,  (which  are 
already  called,)  and  ofler  the  hatchet  to  them,  to  strike  the 
Americans,  and  join  him. 

"  Brothers,  I  therefore  desire  you  to  be  spirited,  and  to 
encourage  one  another  to  march  on  in  assistance  of  Fort 
Schuyler.  Come  up  and  show  yourselves  as  men  to  de- 
fend and  save  your  country,  before  it  is  too  late.  De- 
spatch yourselves  to  clear  the  brushes  about  the  fort,  and 
send  a  party  to  cut  trees  in  the  Wood  creek,  to  stop  up  the 
same. 

"  Brothers,  if  you  don't  come  soon  without  delay  to  as- 
sist this  place,  we  cannot  stay  much  longer  on  your  side  ; 
for  if  you  leave  this  fort  without  succour,  and  the  enemy 
should  get  possession  thereof  we  shall  suffer  like  vou  in 
your  seiilements,  and  shall  be  destroyed  with  you.  We 
are  surprized  that  your  enemies  have  engaged  the  Indians, 
and  endeavour  daily  yet  to  strike  and  fight  against  vou,  and 
General  Schuyler  always  refused  that  we  shall  take  up 
arms  in  the  country's  behalf. 

"  Brothers,  I  can  assure  you  that  as  soon  as  Butler's 
speech  at  Oswego  shall  be  over,  they  intend  to  march  down 
the  country  immediately  to  Albany.  You  may  judge  Your- 
selves, if  you  don't  try  to  resist,  we  will  be  obliged  to  join 
them,  or  fly  from  the  castles,  as  we  cannot  hinder  ihem 
alone.  We,  the  good  friends  of  the  country,  are  of  opinion 
that  if  more  force  appears  at  Fort  Schuyler,  the  enemy 
will  not  move  from  Oswego  to  invade  these  frontiers.  You 
may  depend  on  it,  we  are  heartily  willing  to  help  you,  if 
you  will  do  some  efforts  too. 

"FREDERICK  HELLMER.' 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  information  from 
Tryon  county,  be  committed  to  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Piatt  and  Mr.  Jay. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jay,  the  following  resolutions  were 
agreed  lo,  vizt : 

Whereas  the  late  Convention  of  the  State  of  New-York, 
bv  their  ordinance  of  the  eight  day  of  May  last,  did  consti- 
tute this  Council  with  full  powers  to  provide  for  the  safety 
and  preservation  of  the  Slate,  until  a  meeting  of  the  Legis- 
lature ;  and  did,  by  the  said  ordinance,  further  ordain  that 
the  executive  powers  of  the  State  should  be  vested  in  the 
Governor  as  soon  as  he  should  be  chosen,  and  admitted 
into  office  ;  and  that  previous  to  such  admission,  such  (jio- 
vernor  should  appear  before  the  said  Council,  and  take 
the  oaths  in  and  bv  the  said  ordinance  prescribed  :  And 
WHEREAS  Brigadier-General  George  Clinton  hath  been 
elected  to  the  office  of  Governor  of  this  State,  and  having 
been  duly  notified  thereof,  by  this  Council,  hath  accepted 
of  the  said  office  :  And  whereas  this  Council  do  not  itiiiik 
themselves  justified  in  holding  and  exercising  any  powers 
vested  j.n  ihem  longer  than  is  alisolutely  necessary  ;  and  it 
being  evidently  the  intention  of  the  late  Convention,  lhat 
the  executive  powers  of  the  State  should  be  surrendered 
to  ihe  Governor,  as  soon  as  he  should  be  chosen,  and  ad- 
milted  into  office. 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  George  Clinton  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  most  earnestly  requested  to  appear  before 
tliis  Council,  lo  take  the  oath  aforesaid,  and  enter  upon  the 
discharge  of  the  important  duties  of  his  said  office,  of  Go- 
vernor of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  resolution  be 
transmitted  in  a  letter  from  the  President  to  Brigadier- 
General  George  Clinton. 

Mr.  Jay  informed  the  Council  that  the  committee  of 
Newburgh  have  sent  under  guard  to  Fort  Monlgomerie, 
Benjamin  Derby  and  Ehiaihan  Foster,  who  were  separate- 
ly permitted  by  this  Council  to  go  to  their  families  and  re- 
turn in  a  few  days. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary'  take  the  examination  of 
the  wife  of  the  said  Benjamin  Derby,  now  attending  for 
lhat  purpose,  and  bring  the  same  before  this  Council. 

A  letter  from  Gouverneur  Morris,  Esqr.  dated  Saraghto- 
ga,  on  the  sevenieenlh  instant,  was  read. 
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"  AxBANT  Committee  Chambeb,  ) 
"  m  July,  1777.  i 

gjR  The  bearers,  Messrs.  James  Caldwell  and 

1  hn  Maley,  inhabitants  of  this  city,  and  persons  well  at- 
i^hed  10  our  cause,  have  represented  to  us  that  ihcy  have 
Uiclv  purchased  a  quantity  of  tea  at  Philadelphia  at  a  very 
high  price  ;  that  the  tea  upon  its  arrival  at  New- Windsor 
has  been  seized  by  a  number  of  men  and  women,  and  dis- 
posed of  at  the  rate  of  6s.  per  lb.  by  which  means  they 
have  lost  a  large  sum  of  money.  ,  i 

"  They  begged  us  to  write  on  ilie  subject  to  the  Council 
of  Safely  and  lo  beg  their  interposition  in  this  matter. 

"  The  Council  will  be  pleased  to  observe  that  this  tea 
does  not  come  within  the  resolution  of  Congress,  as  it  was 
imported  or  captured  about  two  months  ago  in  expectation 
of  redress  in  the  premises. 

"  We  remain,  gent,  your  very  humble  servts. 

"  By  order. 
"JOHN  BARCLAY,  Chairman. 

"The  Ilonble.  the  President  of  the 
Council  of  Safeiy  for  the  Slate  of 
New-Vork  at  Kingston." 

A  letter  from  James  H.  Kip  to  the  said  John  Maley, 
dated  the  fourteenth  July,  relative  to  the  said  tea  belonging 
to  James  Caldwell  and  Joim  Maley,  lately  seized  and  dis- 
persed by  sundry  inhabitants  near  New- Windsor,  was  read 
and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letters  be  committed  to  Mr.  Jay 
and  Mr.  Piatt. 

A  letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  President 
of  Congress,  dated  at  Philadelphia,  the  fourteenth  instant, 
was  read,  and  is  as  follows,  vizt  : 

"  Phila.  July  lilh,  1777. 
"  Gentlemen — The  enclosed  resolve  of  Congress  re- 
commending it  to  your  State  to  send  such  reinforcements 
of  militia  to  the  armies  of  Generals  Washington  or  Schuy- 
ler as  may  be  requested,  comes  with  such  peculiar  force  at 
this  juncture,  that  I  am  persuaded  any  arguments  to  induce 
you  to  comply  with  it  be  unnecessary.  From  the  Conti- 
nental battalions  not  being  completed  agreeably  to  the  ori- 
ginal plan,  there  is  indeed  an  absolute  necessity  for  adopt- 
ing the  measure  in  our  present  situation.  Give  me  leave 
therefore  most  earnestly  lo  request  your  compliance  with 
this  requisition  of  Congress  as  the  only  effectual  mode  of 
checking  the  progress  of  our  enraged  and  cruel  enemies. 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gent. 

"Your  most  obedient  very  libl.  servt. 
"  JOHN  HANCOCK,  President. 
"The  Hoobl.lhe  Assembly  of  the 

Slate  of  New-York." 

The  resolution  of  Congress  therein  enclosed,  passed  the 
twelfth  instant,  was  read,  and  follows  in  these  words,  vizt : 
"  In  Congress,  I2th  July,  1777. 
"Resolved,  That  it  be  strongly  recommended  to  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Stale  of  New-York  and  of  the  eastern 
States  to  send  such  reinforcements  of  militia  to  the  armies 
under  General  Washington  or  General  Schuyler,  as  shall 
be  from  lime  to  time  requested. 
"  By  order  of  Conarcss. 

"JOHN  HANCOCK,  President. 
Adjourned  until  4  ho.  P.M. 


Die  Lxjn.e,  4  ho  P.  M.  July  21,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Esqr.  President. 
General  Scott,  Mr.  Robert  Harper,  Mr.  Vr\n  Zanilt,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr. 
Tappen,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Colonel  Ue  Witt,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Canline. 

A  letter  from  General  Putnam  dated  the  nineteenth  in- 
stant, relative  to  the  effects  of  the  wife  of  Levy  Palmer, 
which  were  taken  by  Henry  Carmcr  out  of  a  trunk  hid  in 
a  field,  with  an  inventory  of  the  said  etFccis,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  committed  to  General  Scott 
and  Mr.  Harper. 


lieutenant  colonel,  was  read  and  filed.  It  thereby  appears 
that,  exclusive  of  otlicers,  there  are  in  the  said  regunenl 
two  hundred  and  nineiy-iliree  men  ;  two  hundred  and 
eighty-two  arms  ;  eleven  supplied  with  ammunilion;  ten 
men  in  want  of  arms  ;  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  in  want 
of  ammunition. 

The  affidavit  of  Lois  Derby,  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Der- 
by, (taken  pursuant  to  the  order  of  this  morning,)  relative 
to  ihe  apprehending  the  said  Benjamin  and  seiuling  him  to 
Fort  Montgomery,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

"  Ulster  County,  ss. — Lois  Derby,  the  wife  of  Benjamin 
Derby,  of  Newburgli,  in  Ulster  county,  cordwamdcr,  l>eing 
sworn  and  examined,  says,  that  on  last  Saturday  forenoon 
the  said  Benjamin  Derby  came  lo  his  family,  by  permis-  - 
sion  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  this  Stale  of  iNew-York, 
and  of  the  sheriff  of  Ulster  county,  as  she  understood. 

"  That  about  one  of  the  clock  of  the  afternoon  of  thai 
day  Martin  Wygand  of  Newburgh  came  to  the  said  Benjamui 
Derby  and  informed  him  that  the  committee  of  Newburgh 
had  directed  him,  the  said  Martin,  to  take  liiai,  the  said 
Benjamin,  with  a  guard  and  bring  him  before  the  said  com- 
mittee ;  the  said  Martin  having  William  Albcrtson  wiih 
him  as  a  guard. 

"  That  the  said  Benjamin  Derby  went  with  them  to  llie 
committee,  and  returned  about  eleven  of  ihe  clock  that 
evening  to  his  house,  in  custody  of  one  Moore,  with  direc- 
tions, as  the  said  Benjamin  said,  to  appear  at  Martin  Wy- 
gand's  at  6  o'clock  next  morning,  to  be  brou<;ht  again  before 
the  said  committee  ;  that  the  said  Benjamin  having  gone  lo 
Wygand  in  the  morning,  returned  and  inlormed  her,  the 
deponent,  that  Wygand  said  the  committee  would  send 
him,  the  said  Derby,  and  Elnathan  Foster  to  Kingston  in 
custody  of  the  said  Wygand  ;  and  that  he  should  tarry  at 
home  until  called  by  Wygand,  if  the  committee  should 
direct  him  to  be  a^ain  called  before  ihem.  That  in  the 
mean  time  the  said  Benjamin  prepared  to  return  to  Kings- 
ton, but  in  the  forenoon  was  again  sent  for  by  Wygand  to 
appear  before  the  committee. 

"  That  in  the  afternoon  the  said  Benjamin  returned,  in 
custody  of  John  Donnache,  and  informed  ihe  deponent  that 
the  committee  hud  ordered  him,  the  said  Benjumui,  and 
Elnathan  Foster  to  be  taken  to  Fort  Montgomery  under 
guard,  and  detained  the  pass  given  him  at  Kingston  to  go 
10  Newburgh.  And  he  directed  her,  the  deponent,  lo  re- 
turn the  horse  he  rode  froin  Kingston,  and  inform  the  she- 
riff of  Ulster  county  in  what  manner  he  was  prevented  from 
returning  to  Kingston  a  prisoner. 

her 

"  LOIS  X  DERBY, 
mark. 

"Sworn  and  examined  this  21st  J 
'.      day  of  July,  1777.  i 

"  By  Jon:^  McKesson." 
Whereas,  this  Council  did  on  the  eighleentli  day  of 
July  instant,  order  that  Benjamin  Darby  be  pennitled  to  go 
home  on  parol,  to  fetch  his  shoemaker's  tools,  and  that  he 
return  to  this  place  in  six  days  :  And  Whereas,  it  appears 
tp  this  Council  by  the  oath  of  Lois  Derby,  the  wife  of  the 
said  Benjamin  Derby,  that  the  committee  of  Newburgh,  in 
contempt  of  the  said  order  of  this  Council,  have  caused  the 
said  Benjamin  Darby  to  be  apprehended  and  sent  a  priso- 
ner to  Fort  Montgomery,  there  to  be  confined. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  allidavit  of  the  said  Lois 
Darby  be  sent  to  Brigadier-General  George  Clinton,  and 
lhat  he  be  desired  to  set  the  said  Benjamin  Darby  at  liberty 
after  taking  iiis  parol  forthwith  to  appear  before  ihis  Coun- 
cil, and  further  that  he  transmit  to  this  Council  copies  of 
the  warrant  or  order,  or  reasons,  if  any  there  be,  of  the 
said  committee  for  sending  the  said  Benjamin  Darby  to 
Fort  Montgomery. 

Mr.  Jay  moved  for  the  following  resolutions  and  was 


A  return  of  the  men,  arms  and  ammunition  in  the  first  re-  I  seconded  by  Mr.  Harper, 
giment  in  Ulster  county,  signed  by  Jonathan  Elmcndorph,  !     Resolved,  That  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Esquire,  forth- 
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will  repair  to  Head-Quancrs,  to  make  known  to  His  Ex- 
cellency General  Washington,  itie  present  alarming  stale 
of  Tryon  county,  and  advise  wiiii  and  request  the  aid  of 
His  Excellency  in  providing  for  the  support  and  protection 
.of  that  county. 

Isaac  Hatiiaway  of  Freetown,  in  Massacliusetts  Bay, 
informed  the  Council  of  Safeiv  in  writing,  tiiat  the  anchors 
and  cables  of  his  sloop  named  tlie  Kingbird,  liave  been 
taken,  among  others,  for  fixinff  the  chain  and  other  obstruc- 
tions at  Fort  iMontgomery,  and  that  the  said  sloop  liad  lately 
been  used  as  a  lodging  place  by  Captain  Giles  and  his 
family. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor-General  do  audit  an  account 
for  the  said  anchors  and  cables  as  soon  as  proper  receipts 
for,  and  vouchers  of,  the  value  of  the  said  anchors  and 
cables  are  produced  to  him.  And 

Ordered,  That  any  person  who  may  have  the  possession 
or  custody  of  the  said  sloop  Kingbird,  deliver  her  to  the 
said  Isaac  Hathaway  or  his  order. 

Resolved,  That  John  Sloss  Hobart  and  Gouverneur  Mor- 
ris, Esqrs.  be,  and  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  on 
behalf  this  State,  to  meet  with  committees  from  the  Slates 
of  New-Hampshire,  Rhode-Island,  Connecticut  and  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  July,  at  the  town 
of  Springfield,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  in  Jlassachu- 
selts  Bay,  to  hold  a  conference  respecting  the  state  of  the 
paper  currency  of  the  said  Slates,  and  the  other  matters 
mentioned  in  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  on  the  twenty-seventh  day 
of  June  last.  And 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  Honourable 
Jeremiah  Powell,  President  of  the  Council  of  the  Stale 
of  Massachusetts  Bay,  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
said  Council,  a  copy  of  the  lesolutions  of  this  Council,  of 
the  eighteenth  instant,  that  they  will  appoint  a  committee 
for  the  purpose  above  mentioned,  and  a  copy  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  Messrs.  Hobart  and  Morris,  be  prepared  and 
transmitted  to  Mr.  Hobart. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  10  ho.  A.  M. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  a.  m. 

July  22,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

PaESENT — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Piatt,  Afr.  Cantine,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Harper,  Colonel  Lie  Witt,  Genl.  Scott. 

Mr.  Jay  reported  a  draft  of  a  loiter  to  the  general  com- 
mittee of  Tryon  county  (on  the  subject  of  tiieir  fears  and 
apprehensions  of  the  enemy)  which  was  read  and  approved 
of,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Gentlemen — We  have  received  your  letter  and  seve- 
ral others  from  different  parts  of  vour  county,  and  are 
no  less  affected  by  the  danger  than  the  fears  of  the  people 
of  Tryon. 

"  It  is  with  the  utmost  concern  tiiat  we  hear  of  the  uni- 
versal panic,  despair  and  despondency  which  prevails 
through  your  county.  W'e  flattered  ourselves  that  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy  would  have  animated  and  not  de- 
pressed their  spirits.  What  reason  is  there  to  expect  that 
Heaven  will  help  those  who  rcl'nse  to  help  themselves,  or 
that  Providence  will  crant  liberty  to  those  who  want  courage 
to  defend  it  ?  Are  the  great  duties  they  owe  to  themselves, 
their  country  and  postcritv  so  soon  forgot  ?  Let  not  the 
history  of  the  present  glorious  contest  declare  to  future 
generations  that  the  people  of  your  county,  after  making 
the  highest  professions  of  zeal  for  the  American  cause,  fled 
at  the  first  appearance  of  danger  and  behaved  like  women. 
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This  unmanly  conduct  gives  us  great  concern  ;  we  feci  too 
much  for  your  honour  and  icputalion  not  to  be  unuasv. 

"  Instead  ot  supplicating  the  protection  of  your  enemies, 
meet  them  with  arms  in  your  hands  ;  make  gooil  your  pro- 
fessions, and  let  not  your  attachment  to  freedom  be  mani- 
fest only  in  your  words. 

"  We  could  scarcely  liavc  believed,  that  a  man  among 
you  would  have  thought  of  protections  (as  they  are  falsely 
!  called)  from  the  enemy.    Of  what  advantage  liavn  they 
I  been  to  the  deluded  wretches  who  accepted  iherti  in  Jersey, 
New-York,  Westchester  and  Long  island  ?  After  being  se- 
duced from  liieir  duty  to  their  country,  they  were  piunder- 
I  ed,  robbed,  cast  into  prison,  treated  as  slaves,  and  abu.^ed 
!  in  a  manner  almost  too  savage  and  cruel  to  be  rclntcil.  We 
ought  to  profit  by  the  woful  experience  of  others,  and  not, 
with  our  eyes  open,  run  to  destruction  ;  nor  imagine  that 
you  will  remain  unsupported  in  the  hour  of  trial.   \Vc  con- 
sider you  as  part  of  the  State,  and  as  equally  entitled,  witli 
other  counties  to  the  aid  of  the  whole.  We  have  despatch- 
ed one  of  out  members  to  Head-Quarters,  with  directions  to 
make  known  vour  situation  to  His  Excellency  General 
Washington,  and  to  request  his  aid  to  protect  and  support 
you. 

"  We  further  desire  and  resolve  that  your  militia  be  di- 
vided into  three  parts  ;  and  that  one-third  part  be  irniriedi- 
ately  embodied  for  your  defence,  and  relieved  at  convenient 
periods.  We  also  recommend  it  to  Genl.  Herkimer  and 
you  to  be  careful  in  putting  them  under  the  command  of 
proper  officers.  The  muster  rolls  on  being  properly  authen- 
ticated and  produced,  shall  be  immediately  paid  off.  Let 
all  differences  among  you  cease  ;  let  the  only  contention 
be,  who  shall  be  foremost  in  defending  his  countn/  ; 
banish  unmanly  fears ;  acquit  yourselves  like  men,  and 
with  firm  confidence  trust  the  event  to  that  almighty  and 
benevolent  Being,  who  hath  commanded  you  to  hold  fast 
the  liberty  with  which  he  halli  made  you  free,  and  who 
is  able  as  well  as  willing,  to  support  you  in  performing  his 
orders.  It  is  not  in  our  power  to  send  you  the  money  you 
require,  without  being  furnished  with  the  accounts  it  is 
intended  to  discharge.  A  Council  of  Safety  cannot  charge 
sums  of  money  on  a  county  ;  the  Legislature  alone  can  do 
such  acts  ;  besides  we  doubt  the  piopriety  of  burdening 
your  county  with  all  that  expense,  and  are  not  certain  but 
it  will  be  imposed  on  the  Continent  or  the  Slate  at  large. 
We  will,  nevertheless,  pay  off  the  public  debts  in  every 
part  of  the  State,  and  are  a  little  surprised  that  a  particu- 
lar statement  of  your  demands  has  not  been  transmitted  to 
us.  As  to  the  pay  rolls  you  mention,  they  ought  to  be 
drawn  agreeably  to  the  enclosed  form,  and  proven  by  the 
oath  of  the  officer. 

"  We  also  recommend  to  you,  without  delay,  to  appre- 
hend the  most  dangerous  among  the  disaffected,  to  send 
them  to  Albany,  and  from  thence  here.  Let  not  the  fear 
of  Brandt  deter  you  from  this. 

"  It  will  also  be  highly  proper,  immediately  on  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy,  to  drive  in  all  the  cattle  and  car- 
riages from  the  frontiers. 

"  With  respect  to  all  such  as  voluntarily  supply  the  ene- 
my with  provisions,  you  ought  iinmediately  to  deprive  them 
of  the  means  of  doing  it.  Nor  would  it  be  proper  to  leave 
large  herds  of  cattle  in  places  from  whence  they  may, 
without  difficulty  be  taken  by  the  enemy. 

"  General  Schuyler  informs  us  that  he  has  sent  you  part 
of  a  regiment  from  Albany.  You  expected  more  assistance 
from  him  than  was  in  his  power  to  afford.  We  have  au- 
thorized Colonel  Harper  to  raise  two  hundred  rangers  ;  and 
we  hope  he  will  meet  with  all  the  aid  and  encouragement 
in  your  power  to  give  him.  If  you  can  only  prevail  on 
your  people  to  exert  their  own  strength,  all  will  be  well. 

"  On  the  return  of  the  gentlemen  sent  to  Head-Quarters,  , 
you  shall  be  informed  of  the  success  of  the  application  to 
General  Washington.    And  let  us  again  beseech  and  en- 
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for  tlie  honour  and  reputation  as  well  as  safety  of 
!Lu  Lic,  to  bcliave  like  men. 


humble  servt. 

"  By  order. 


"  We  are,  gentlemen, 
Your  most  obet. 

•  To  the  Chairman  of  the 

General  Com.  of  Tryon  county." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  tlie  President,  and  transmitted. 

Mr.  Jay  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  Gouvr.  Morns, 
Esqr.  directing  him,  with  iMr.  Hobart,  as  a  committee,  to 
repair  to  Springfield,  in  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  meet  the 
committees  of  the  eastern  States  on  the  several  subjects 
mentioned  in  a  resolution  of  the  General  Court  of  Massa- 
chusetts of  the  tvventv-sevenih  day  of  June  last;  which 
was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

"  Sir  The  Council  direct  me  to  inform  you  that  Mr. 

Hobart  and  yourself  are  appointed  a  committee  to  confer 
at  Springfield,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  July  instant,  with 
committees  from  the  four  New-England  States,  on  the  se- 
veral subjects  mentioned  in  a  resolution  of  the  General 
Court  of  Massachusetts,  of  which  the  enclosed  i.s  a  copy. 

"You  will  be  pleased,  therefore,  to  be  at  Springfied  at 
the  time  appointed,  and  not  by  your  absence  occasion  de- 
lays. 

"The  Council  have  despatched  Mr.  Livingston  to  Ge- 
neral Washington,  on  the  business  of  Tryon.  They  wish 
Mr.  Abraham  Yates  would  return. 

"  As  to  advising  General  Schuyler  to  desolate  the  fron- 
tiers, the  Council  think  it  a  measure  whose  propriety  de- 
pends on  contingencies,  and  they  refer  it  entirely  to  the 
discretion  of  the  general  officers,  who  can  best  judge  how 
far  and  when  it  would  be  proper,  and  who,  they  liope,  will 
neither  adopt  it  without  deliberation,  or  be  deterred  from 
it  by  an  undue  degree  of  tenderness. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  respect, 

"  Your  most  obedient  humb.  servt. 
"  To  GocvERNEUR  MoERis,  Esqr." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  prepare  a  copy  of  the  said 
letter,  the  President  sign  and  transmit  the  same. 

A  letter  from  Captain  Benson,  warden  of  the  Fleet  pri- 
son, informing  the  Council  that  last  night  the  following  per- 
sons, (prisoners  on  board  the  said  prison,)  made  their  es- 
cscapc,  to  Wit :  John  Woodside,  Wilham  Hamilton,  Pat- 
rick llalleiin,  John  Hclincr,  Hendrick  Runion,  John  Sum- 
mervillc,  Duncan  Robinson,  Daniel  Frazer,  John  Ferman, 
Archibald  .McNicI,  Christopher  Service,  George  Charters 
and  Robert  Conveniry,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  'J'hat  tiie  same  be  referred  to  the  committee 
for  superintending  the  said  prison. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  John 
Barclay,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Albany  ;  and 
the  letter  from  James  U.  Kip,  relative  to  tea  of  Caldwell 
and  Maley,  seized  and  dispcrjcd  by  sundry  inhabitants  of 
this  State,  at  and  near  New-Windsor,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which  was  adopted  and  agreed  to,  and  follows,  vizt: 
Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Council,  as  well  from  the 
representation  of  the  commiiiec  of  Albany  as  otherwise, 
that  James  Caldwell,  of  that  city,  a  person  well  attached 
to  the  American  cause,  had  purchased  at  Philadelphia  a 
considerable  quantity  of  India  tea  ;  that  on  the  arrival  of 
the  said  tea  at  New- Windsor,  in  this  Stale,  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants  riotously  seized  a  box  of  the  said  tea  and  sold 
it,  whereby  the  said  James  Caldwell  hath  sustained  great 
damage,  and  prays  for  the  interposition  ol  this  Council  to 
cause  justice  to  be  done  him. 

Resolved,  That  this  Council  do  highly  disapprove  of 
such  violent  and  disorderly  proceedinss  ;  and  ihal  m  a  free 
country  no  man  ought  to  be  divested  of  his  property,  but 
by  his  own  consent  or  the  law  of  the  land. 

Resolved,  That  this  Council  will  not  exercise  the  powers 
of  a  court  of  judicature,  and  that  the  said  James  Caldwell 


can  obtain  satisfaction  for  the  injury  of  which  he  complains 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  law. 
Adjourned  until  4  ho.  P.  M. 

Die  Martis,  4  ho.  P.  jVf.  July  22,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Tappen,  Colo.  Dc  Witt,  .Mr.  Plait,  Genl. 
Scott,  Major  Vaa  Zanit,  Mr.  Caiuine. 

A  letter  from  Dennis  Kennedy,  dated  this  day,  rel.itive 
to  the  property  of  Peter  Corney,  who  is  gone  to  Xcw- 
York  by  permission,  on  exchange  of  property,  wliirh  pro- 
perty was,  previous  to  his  departure,  made  over  lo  uic 
said  Dennis  Kennedy,  enclosing  a  letter  and  deposuioii  of 
the  said  Peter  Corne  on  the  subject,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  enclosures  be  ruforrod 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  complainis  of 
the  like  kind. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  committee  of  Schoharie,  (on  the 
subject  of  their  apprehensions  of  the  approach  of  the  ene- 
my in  that  quarter,)  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  m 
the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Kingston,  July  2'2d,  1777. 

"  Gentlemen — It  greatly  astonishes  this  Council  that 
the  seltlemeni  of  Schoharie,  which  has  always  been  consi- 
dered as  firmlv  and  spiritedly  attached  to  tlie  American 
cause,  should  be  panic  struck  upon  the  least  appearance 
of  danger.  Can  you  conceive  that  our  liberties  can  possi- 
bly be  redeemed  from  that  vassalage  which  our  implacable 
foes  are,  with  unrelenling  cruelly,  framing  for  us,  wuhout 
some  danger  and  some  viiiorous  eiforts  on  our  part  ?  To 
expect  that  Providence,  however  righteous  our  caiuc,  will, 
without  a  vigorous  use  of  those  means  which  it  has  put  in 
our  power,  interpose  in  our  beliait,  is  iruly  to  expect  that 
God  will  work  miracles  for  us,  when  those  means,  well 
improved,  will  afl'ord  sufficient  security  to  our  inestimable 
rights.  It  is  your  bounden  duty,  if  you  wish  for  the  smiles 
of  Heaven  in  favour  of  the  public  cause  in  which  vuu  arc 
so  deeply  interested,  to  acquit  yourselves  like  men.  A 
few  worthless  Indians,  and  a  set  of  villains,  whose  base 
desertion  from  their  country,  are  all  the  enemies  you  have 
to  fear. 

"  We  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  greatest  and 
most  deservin!!  part  of  the  Six  Mations  are  well  di.sposcJ 
towards  us.  This  Council  is  exerting  itself  to  secure  you 
against  danger,  and  only  wish  you  would  second  their 
efforts.  Trvon  county  is  a  frontier  to  your  setllemcnt  ;  in 
that  county  Fort  Schuyler  is  a  respectable  fortress  properly 
garrisoned.  Major-General  Schuvlcr  has  sent  up  a  part 
of  a  regiment  as  a  further  reinforcement.  We  have  au- 
thorized Colonel  Harper  to  raise  and  embody  two  hundred 
men  for  covering  and  protecting  the  inhabitants,  and  have 
formed  such  a  disposition  of  tiie  militia  of  the  county  of 
Trvon  for  alternate  relieves  as  we  hope  will  tend  effectu- 
ally to  secure  you. 

"  If  any  proclamation  or  protections  should  be  offered 
vou  from  the  enemv,  by  all  means  reject  them.  From  the 
woful  experience  of  those  who  have  fallen  within  their 
power  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  we  have  the  hi  sliest 
reasons  to  believe  that  your  acceptance  of  those  tenders  of 
friendship,  should  they  be  made,  will  render  your  misery 
and  slavery  unavoidable. 

"  In  further  attention  to  the  cause  of  your  settlement  and 
Tryon  county,  we  have  this  morning  sent  Mr.  Robert  Li- 
vingston to  General  Washington.  He  is  authorized  to 
concert  with  His  Excellency  the  most  effectual  measures 
for  putting  the  western  frontiers  of  this  State  in  all  possi- 
ble security. 

"  In  the  mean  time  we  expect  much  from  your  public 
virtue  ;  that  it  will  induce  you  to  apprehend  and  send  lo 
us  the  disaffected  among  you  ;  that  it  will  lead  you  to  the 
most  etfectual  means  of  securina  your  property  from  the 
depredations  of  a  weak  but  insidious  foe  ;  and  that  it  will 
teach  you  the  impropriety  of  deserting  your  habitations. 
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and  keep  you  in  continual  readiness  to  repel  tlie  assaults 
of  the  enemies  to  the  hberly  of  your  country.  We  write 
to  the  general  commiuee  ot  the  county  of  Albany  to  give 
you  all  the  countenance,  assistance  and  support  in  tlieir 
power. 

"  I  am,  <Scc. 

"  To  the  Chairmao  of  ihe  Committee  of  SUoharie." 

Ordered,  Tliat  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  signed  by 
the  President,  and  iransnuiicd. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  liie  committee  of  Albany  (on  the 
same  subject)  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  vizt : 

"  Kingston,  July  22d,  1777. 
"  Gentlemen — The  great  depression  of  spirits  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Tryon  county  and  the  settlers  of  Schoharie, 
give  this  Council  much  uneasiness,  as  it  exposes  them  to 
the  depredations  of  an  enemy  whom  they  might  otherwise 
despise. 

"  We  hope  that  your  committee  will  not  be  wanting  to 
support  the  drooping  spirits  of  the  western  inhabitants  in 
general,  and  particularly  of  those  within  your  county.  We 
have  great  reason  to  fear  the  breaking  up  of  the  settlement  | 
of  Schoharie,  unless  our  exertions  be  seconded  by  your 
efforts.  You  well  know  that  such  an  event  on  the  frontiers 
will  not  only  be  attended  with  infinite  mischief  to  the  in- 
habitants, but  will  furnish  cause  of  discouragement  to  the 
country  in  general ;  every  means  should  therefore  be  tried 
to  prevent  it. 

"  This  Council  are  more  earnestly  solicitous  to  put  the 
■western  frontiers  of  this  Stale  in  a  situation  as  respectable 
as  possible  ;  and  though  they  conceive  tlie  enemy's  strength 
to  consist  principally  in  those  exaggerations  which  result 
from  the  threats  of  our  internal  foes  and  the  fears  of  our 
friends  ;  yet  as  those  may  be  productive  of  real  mischief, 
they  would  endeavour  by  every  means  m  their  power  to 
prevent  the  evil.  Your  known  exerlions  in  the  public 
cause  will  not  permit  them  to  doubt  of  your  straining  every 
nerve  to  second  their  endeavours. 

"  We  are  well  informed  that  Major-General  Schuyler 
has  sent  up  part  of  a  regiment  to  reinforce  Tryon.  This, 
with  the  levy  of  200  men  which  we  have  authorized  Colo- 
nel Harper  to  make,  and  such  other  assistance  as  General 
Washington  may  think  proper  to  send  up,  on  a  conference 
with  Mr.  Robert  Livingston,  whom  we  have  sent  to  him 
for  the  purpose,  will,  we  hope,  place  the  western  frontiers 
in  a  state  of  security. 

"  The  advantage  gained  by  the  enemy  to  the  northward, 
has  doubtless  exalted  both  our  internal  and  external  foes, 
and  depressed  the  spirits  of  our  friends.  The  Council, 
therefore,  recommends  your  attention  to  both  objects. 
Exert  yourselves  vigorously  against  enemies  of  every 
character,  and  do  all  in  your  power  to  support  the  droop- 
ing spirits  of  our  friends  both  in  Tryon  and  Albany  ;  and 
it  would  be  well  that  for  this  purpose,  you  keep  up  the  best 
understanding  and  commuracation  with  the  committee  of 
Tryon,  to  whom  we  also  write. 

"  We  flatter  ourselves  that  the  reinforcement  sent  by 
General  Schuyler  into  that  county,  the  levy  of  200  troops 
by  Colonel  Harper  under  the  authority  of  this  Slate,  the 
good  disposition  of  the  most  considerable  part  of  the  In- 
dians, and  such  aids  as  General  Washington  may  think 
proper  to  afford,  will  quiet  the  fears  of  our  friends,  and 
dispel  danger  from  the  western  frontiers. 

"  I  am,  &c. 

"  To  the  Committee  of  Albany." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  same  be  engrossed,  signed 
by  the  President,  and  iransmilled. 

Whereas  Colonel  .John  Lasher,  Commissary  for  the 
military  stores  of  this  State  hath  rcprcser\ted  to  this  Coun- 
cil that  he  stands  in  great  need  of  a  proper  house  for  a 
magazine  in  this  town,  and  that  there  is  a  block  house  in 
the  commons  of  this  town,  which  was  erected  by,  and  at 
the  expense  of  llie  Colony  of  New-York,  which  would  do 


for  a  magazine,  and  requests  the  same  may  be  appropriated 
to  that  use : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  town  of  Kingston 
be  informed  of  Colonel  Lasher's  application,  and  that  they 
be  requested  to  put  Colonel  Lasher  in  possession  of  the 
said  block  house,  or,  in  case  there  be  any  objections  there- 
to, that  they  signify  the  same  to  this  Council  without  delay. 

Ordered,  That  General  Scott  and  Mr.  Plait  lie  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  of  Colonel  Lasher  relative  to  the  lead  belong- 
ing to  this  State,  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  give  Colo- 
nel Lasher  such  directions  relative  to  the  disposition  thereof 
as  to  them  appear  proper. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

July  23,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Presf-nt — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Major  Tappen,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Genl.  Scott,  Mr 
Harper,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Jay. 

For  want  of  another  member,  adjourned  until  tliis  after- 
noon three  o'clock. 

Die  Mercurii,  3  ho.  P.  M.  July  23,  1777. 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Major  Tappen,  Colo.  De  ^Vitt,  .Major  Van  Zandt,  Genl.  Scott,  Mr. 
Harper,  Mr.  Piatt.  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  General  Putnam,  in  answer  to  his  of 
thenineleenlhinslant,  relative  to  the  property  of  Mrs. Palmer, 
(whose  husband  is  gone  over  to  the  enemy,)  was  read  and 
approved  of,  and  is  as  follows,  vizi : 

"  Sir — The  Council  ol  Safety  have  received  your  favour 
of  the  nineteenth  instant,  and  are  much  obliged  by  your 
attention  to  the  interest  of  this  Slate. 

"  I  am  directed,  sir,  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  copy 
of  a  resolution  ot  Convention  of  the  sixth  day  of  March 
last,  froin  which  you  will  perceive  that  the  wives  and 
children  of  persons  gone  over  lo  the  enemy  arc  not  to  be 
stopped  of  their  wearing  apparel  and  necessary  luriiiture, 
or  deprived  of  all  means  of  subsistence. 

"The  Council  hope  the  commissioners  of  sequestration 
in  Westchester  county  will  execute  the  trust  reposed  in 
them  in  such  manner  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  spirit 
of  that  resolution  and  the  duties  of  hiuiianity. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  respect, 

"Your  most  obt.  hum.  servt. 

"  To  Major-General  Potnam." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  that 
the  President  sign  and  transmit  the  same  to  Genl.  Put- 
nam. 

A  letter  from  Gouverneur  Morris,  Esqr.  dated  at  Fort 
Edward,  the  tvventy-tirst  instant,  was  received,  read,  and 
is  as  follows,  vi-  : 

"  Fort  Edward,  2Ut  July,  1777. 

"  Sir — I  congratulate  the  Council  upon  the  sense  of 
Congress  lelative  to  our  northeastern  country,  discovered 
in  their  resolutions,  of  which  I  have  several  copies.  I  had 
seen  one,  and  supposing  the  letters  to  Doctor  Williams, 
Mr.  Sessions  and  Doctor  Clarke  to  contain  some  of  them; 
by  the  advice  of  Generals  Schuyler  and  St.  Clair,  I  opened 
the  letters,  and  finding  myself  right  in  that  conjecture,  I 
have  detained  them  until  your  further  order. 

"  Mr.  Yates  being  at  Albany,  I  was  under  the  disagree- 
able necessity  of  standing  alone  whilst  I  incur  your  dis- 
pleasure, should  that  be  the  consequence  of  what  I  have 
done. 

"  The  Grants,  sir,  are  in  a  situation  extremely  delicate. 
Skeene  is  courting  them  with  golden  olfcrs:  he  liatli  gained 
many ;  many  more  are  compelled  to  submission.  There  are 
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not  »  kvr  warm  advocates  for  the  British  Government 
anioni?  them-  At  present,  it  is  of  infinite  importance  to  get 
as  many  of  these  people  as  possible  to  remove  llieir  fami- 
lies and  effects,  more  particularly  teams  and  provisions, 
from  the  vicinity  of  Burgoyne's  army.  Warner  is  their 
leader,  and  should  he  be  disgusted,  depend  upon  it  he  will 
draw  after  him,  in  the  present  circumstances,  a  very  large 
train  ;  for  disagreeable  as  it  may  be  to  tell  or  to  hear  this 
truth,  yet  a  truth  it  is,  that  very  many  of  those  villains 
only  want  a  New-England  reason,  or  if  you  like  the  ex- 
pression better,  a  plausible  pretext,  to  desert  the  American 
States,  New-Vermont  among  the  rest. 

"  The  enemy  will  be  able""  to  make  immense  advantages 
from  it,  and  they  will  hardly  fail  of  doing  so.  Skeen  is  at 
hand  to  flatter  them  with  being  a  separate  Province,  and 
what  will  weigh  more,  to  give  them  assurances  of  being 
confirmed  in  their  titles,  howsoever  acquired. 

"  For  God's  sake,  sir,  let  us  take  care  that  we  do  not, 
by  throwing  those  people  into  the  arms  of  the  enemy,  sup- 
ply them  wTth  what  they  most  want,  and  cannot  get  without 
this  imprudence  ;  to  do  this,  with  the  greatest  advantages 
in  view,  would  not  be  very  wise,  but  for  the  sake  of  a 
mere  feather,  (and  the  government  of  that  country  is 
nothing  more,  in  the  present  critical  juncture,)  it  would  be 
something  too  like  madness  for  me  to  name. 

"Genl.  Schuyler  intends  to  write  to  the  Council  upon 
the  same  subject ;  if  the  reasons  he  offers  should  prove 
satisfactory,  you  will  despatch  an  express  to  prevent  the 
publication  of  it  in  Loudon's  paper,  which  I  perceive  is  a 
part  of  your  plan.  We  have  no  news.  My  respects  wait 
on  the  Council. 

"I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obdt.  and  humble  servt. 

"  GOUVH.  MORRLS." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  Mr.  Jay 
and  to  Mr.  Piatt.  ' 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  Fort  Edward,  the 
twenty-first  instant,  enclosing  copies  of  the  proceedmgs  of 
a  council  of  general  officers,  held  at  Fort  Edward  the 
twentieth  instant,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
vizt : 

"  At  a  council  of  general  officers,  held  at  Fort  Edward 
Uie  20th  day  of  July,  1777— 

"  P»E5r.vT — Major-General  Schuyler,  Major-General  St.  Clair,  Bri- 
gadier-Geoerals  Niion,  Poor,  PaUerson,  Learned,  Tea  Broeck,  Fel- 
lows. 

"  General  Schuyler  informed  the  council  that  applications 
had  been  made  to  him  by  several  of  the  officers  of  the 
miiilia  to  permit  at  least  part  of  the  militia  to  return  to 
theii  habitations. 

"  He  also  laid  before  tiie  council  the  examinations  of 
Colonel  Cilly's  son  and  a  servant  of  General  Poor  sent  in 
by  the  enemy,  and  those  of  two  soldiers  of  the  twenty- 
first  regiment,  who  were  made  prisoners  by  our  scouts, 
about  six  miles  below  Fort  Ann.  After  reading  this  infor- 
mation, General  Schuyler  begged  the  sense  of  the  council 
upon  the  following  questions  : 

"1.  Whether  in  our  present  situation  and  that  of  the 
enemy  at  Skenesborough,  it  would  be  prudent  to  dismiss 
any  of  our  militia  ? 

"  2dly.  If  that  measure  is  thought  prudent,  what  propor- 
tion of  militia  ought  to  be  discharged  ? 

"  3dly.  What  will  be  the  most  eligible  mode  of  dis- 
charging part  of  them,  so  as  not  to  give  loo  much  umbrage 
to  such  as  shall  be  ordered  to  remain  ? 

"4thiy.  Whether,  if  it  should  be  thoiitrht  expedient  to 
dismiss  part  of  the  militia,  any  of  the  militia  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Hampshire,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  of 
the  county  of  Litchfield,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  which 
are  just  come  up,  and  which  the  General  is  informed  are 


only  drafts,  and  not  the  whole  force  of  those  counties, 
should  be  suffered  to  return  ? 

"  On  the  first  and  second  questions  the  council  are  of 
opinion  that  although  the  army  is  already  inferior  to  that  of 
the  least  number  of  the  enemy  of  whu  h  wo  have  an  ac- 
count ;  yet  considering  the  distress  tiiai  mnv  be  brought  on 
the  country  at  this  very  critical  lime,  when  ihi;  liarvc-t  is  so 
near  at  hand,  should  the  whole  of  the  miliiM  Lie  iJrUined, 
and  in  hopes  that  a  reinforcement  of  Continciitul  troops 
will  be  sent  up,  that  one-half  of  the  militia  be  pLriinlied  to 
return  home. 

"  On  the  third  question,  the  council  recominomi  that 
the  brigadier-generals  of  militia,  together  with  ihcir  field 
officers,  adopt  such  measures  as  shall  appear  best  adapted 
to  answer  the  purpose. 

"Upon  the  fourth  question,  the  council  are  unaniiiinii?lv 
of  opinion  that  the  militia  of  the  county  of  Ham].isliire,  iii 
the  Massachusetts  Ray,  and  those  of  the  county  of  Litch- 
field, in  itie  State  of  Connecticut,  should  be  deiainud,  and 
that  General  Schuyler  immediately  write  to  the  President 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  for  relief  for  those  of 
the  counties  of  Beikshire  and  Hampshire,  that  will  be  left 
here,  and  lor  a  reinforcement  of  not  less  than  one  thousand 
rank  and  file  from  the  Stale  of  Connecticut. 

"PH.  SCHUYLER, 
"AR.  ST.  CLAIR, 
"JNO.  NIXOX, 
"ENOCH  POOR, 
"JNO.  PATTERSON, 
"EBEN.  LEARNED, 
"JOHN  FELLOWS, 
"  ABM.  TEN  BROECK. 
(Copy.)       "  J.  Lansing,  Junr.  Secy." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  Mr.  Jay 
and  to  Mr.  Plait. 

The  Auditor-General  informed  the  Board  that  Colonel 
Allison,  of  Orange  county  had  presented  to  him  pay  roiis 
of  a  regiment  under  his  command,  consisting  of  detach- 
ments of  militia  of  Ulster  and  Orange,  lately  called  into 
service,  to  be  audited  ;  and  that  it  appears  from  the  said 
pay  rolls,  that  sundry  of  the  privates  for  whom  pay  is  de- 
manded had  deserted  from  the  said  regiment. 

The  Auditor-General  requests  the  sense  of  this  Board, 
whether  any,  and  what  pay  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  said 
deserters. 

Colonel  Allison,  also  appeared,  and  informed  the  Board 
that  in  his  opinion,  one  reason  for  the  said  desertion  was, 
that  Brigadier-General  George  Clinton,  on  or  about  the 
sixth  day  of  January  last,  in  conversation  with  him  and 
other  officers  of  the  militia,  said  that  he  was  going  home 
to  appoint  the  officers  of  the  said  regiment,  and  liiat  the 
said  regiment  of  militia  should  be  relieved  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible ;  and  he  made  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  at  ihe  expi- 
ration of  ten  days  at  farthest,  which  was  made  use  of  bv 
the  officers  to  induce  the  men  to  stay,  and  that  they  were 
not  so  relieved. 

This  Council  highly  disapprove  of  the  desertion  of  any  mi- 
litia from  the  public  service  ;  yet,  as  there  is  some  reason  to 
believe  that  sundry  of  the  said  militia  were  lead  to  desert 
from  the  aforesaid  service  by  an  expectation  that  they 
would  be  relieved  in  ten  days  after  aforesaid  conversation 
with  General  Clinton: 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  such  of  them  who  respectively 
continued  in  the  said  service  till  the  expiration  of  the  said 
ten  days,  shall  respectively  receive  their  pay  until  the  re- 
spective days  of  their  desertion,  but  shall  not  receive  any 
mileage  or  subsistence  for  their  return  home. 

Mr.  Jay,  Mr,  Tappen  and  Mr.  Van  Zandt  dissent, 
and  request  that  their  dissent  might  be  entered  on  the 
minutes. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 
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DIE  JOVIS,  10  no.  A.  M. 

July  24,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  CortlanJt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Camine,  Mr.  I'Uut,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livinijslon,  Mr.  Ho- 
bart,  Major  Tappen,  .Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Harper,  Colo.  De  WitL 

A  letter  from  His  E.\ccllcncy  General  Wasliington,  dated 
at  Smith's  Clove,  the  iwenly-second  instant,  was  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Head-Quarters,  in  the  Clove,  22d  July,  1777. 

"Gentlemen — I  am  informed  by  General  Geo.  Clin- 
ton that  you  have  vested  him  wiih  powers  to  call  out  the 
militia  of  the  counues  of  Ulster,  Orange,  Dutchess  and 
Westchester,  until  the  first  of  August,  at  which  time  the 
new  Legislature  is  summoned  to  meet. 

"  As  it  will  probably  be  some  tune  before  the  wheels  of 
the  new  government  can  be  put  in  motion,  I  am  fearful 
that  unless  this  power  is  extended  to  a  future  time,  there  will 
be  a  vacancy  between  Genl.  Clinton's  present  commission 
and  the  enacting  new  laws  by  the  Legislature  ;  a  circum- 
stance which,  at  this  time,  may  prove  most  fatal  in  its  conse- 
quences, because,  from  the  present  appearance  of  matters, 
the  enemy  are  upon  the  point  of  making  some  capital 
move. 

"I  could,  therefore,  wish,  if  it  can  be  done  with  propri- 
ety, that  before  your  Board  is  dissolved,  you  would  ex- 
tend this  power  of  calling  out  the  militia,  to  Genl.  Clinton, 
or  some  other  person,  till  such  time  as  you  may  reasona- 
bly expect  the  new  Legislature  will  have  met  and  proceed- 
ed regularly  to  business. 

"I  mention  Genl.  Clinton  or  some  other  person,  because, 
as  he  will  enter  into  his  office  of  Governor  of  the  State 
upon  the  1st  of  August,  he  cannot  probably  attend  to  the 
business  of  the  militia.  If  you  are  of  opinion  that  he  can, 
I  would  prefer  him  to  any  other. 

'*  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 
"  Your  most  obt.  servt. 

"GO.  WASHINGTON. 

"  The  Honble.  Council  of  Safety, 

State  of  New.Vork." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  he  committed  to  Mr.  Jay. 

A  petition  signed  Lancaster  BurHng,  Stephen  Seaman 
and  Alexander  Lilch  .Miller,  on  behalf  of  the  ship  carpen- 
ters who  were  employed  on  the  Continental  frigates,  pray- 
ing to  be  further  employed,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Piatt  and  Gilbert  Livingston. 

A  letter  from  Captain  Thomas  Greenell,  of  the  Continen- 
tal frigate  Congress,  dated  at  Fort  Montgomery,  the  twen- 
tieth instant,  enclosing  extracts  of  two  letters  from  the  Ho- 
nourable Francis  Lewis,  to  iiim,  and  informing  the  Coun- 
cil that  he  was  to  have  the  appointment  of  his  own  officers, 
was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sai<l  letter  and  enclosures  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  for  proper  persons  as  i 
officers  for  the  said  ships. 

A  return  of  the  regiment  of  militia  in  Dutchess  county, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  David  Souiherland,  as  to 
men,  arms,  .nmmuniiion,  &c.  was  read  and  filed. 

A  letter  from  Cornelius  C.  Elrncndorpli,  commissary  for 
the  Fleet  prison,  requesting  the  dircciions  of  the  Board  re- 
lative to  the  disposiiion  of  some  salt  behmging  to  the  State, 
and  brought  from  Fislikill,  was  read  and  filed. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  H.irper  and  Mr.  Van  Zandt  be  a 
committee,  with  power  to  direct  the  commissary  to  take  as 
much  of  the  said  salt  as  they  may  think  necessary  for  the 
use  of  the  prisoners  confined  in  the  jail  at  Kingston  and 
the  Fleet  piison. 

Mr.  Hobart  came  in  and  took  his  seat. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  be  paid 
to  Mr.  Sheriff  Dumont,  as  a  compensation  for  his  extraor- 
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dinary  services  ;  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  do 
pay  the  same  out  of  tlic  treasury  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  sherill  do  direct  that  Jacob 
Scouten,  David  Ives,  Jesse  Noble  and  Robert  jNicholson, 
confined  in  jail,  be  provided  with  provisions. 

A  letter  from  David  Curric,  cornniissary  for  providing 
the  Continental  troops  raised  in  this  State,  with  such  ne- 
cessaries as  are  not  lurnishcd  to  them  by  the  Cuniinissary- 
(Jeneral,  requesting  a  further  advance  of  money,  and  re- 
questing the  sense  of  the  Council  whetiier  he  shall  sell  to 
the  soldiers  on  the  credit  of  their  monthly  pay,  was  read 
and  filed. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  consideration  thereof,  and 
thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  state  of  the  treasury  will  not  admit 
of  a  further  advance  to  Mr.  Currie  for  the  present. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  manner  of  disposing  of  the  said  ar- 
ticles be  referred  to  the  discretion  of  Genl.  McDougall,  and 
that  he  be  requested  to  direct  such  a  mode,  (for  the  dispo- 
sition of  them,)  to  Mr.  Currie,  as  that  the  State  will  not  be 
in  danger  of  sustaining  any  losses  by  bad  debts. 

A  letter  from  John  Henry,  commissary  of  clothing,  en- 
closing a  general  sketch  of  his  account  with  the  State, 
requesting  an  advance  of  money,  to  pay  otT sundry  accounts 
by  him  contracted  ;  and  also  requesting  an  augmentation 
of  his  pay,  was  read  and  filed. 

The  same  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  allowed  Mr.  Henry,  as  com- 
missary of  the  clothing  store,  amounting  to  one  hundred 
and  eiglity-two  pounds  ten  shillings  per  annum,  is  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Council  ample  and  adequate. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Harper,  with  the  commissary  of 
the  clothing  store,  the  Auditor-General  and  the  deputy- 
treasuier,  do  make  out  and  present  to  this  Council  without 
delay,  a  full  and  fair  account  of  the  clothing  purcliased  by 
this  State,  the  disposition  of  the  same,  and  the  sums  ad- 
vanced by  the  State,  on  account  thereof;  and  also,  that 
they  report  such  prices  to  be  affixed  to  the  different  articles 
of  clothing,  as  that  the  State  sustain  no  loss  thereby. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Piatt  and  Major  Tappen  be  a  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  Mr.  Henry,  commissary  of  the 
clothing  store,  on  the  subject  of  the  contracts  he  hath 
entered  into,  on  account  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  blank  in  the  order  for  discharging 
Mr.  Giles  from  the  office  of  victualler  to  the  Fleet  prison, 
be  filled  up,  and  dated  as  of  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  till  10  ho.  A.  M. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

July  25,  1777. 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
I     Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Piatt,  Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Ro- 
bert R.  Livins^toi  ,  Major  Tappen,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Gilbt. 
Livingston,  Colo.  De  Wilt,  Mr.  Harper. 

A  petition  of  John  E.  Van  Allen,  (who  was,  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  June  last,  liberated  from 
confinement,  and  permitted  to  remove  out  of  the  State, 
provided  such  removal  should  lake  place  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  August,)  praying  that  the  time  for  his  removal 
may  be  lengthened  until  the  first  day  of  September  next, 
was  read. 

Ordered  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  comrniiiee  of  Albany,  dated  July  twen- 
ty-second, informing  that  they  are  willing  to  liberate  John 
L.  Van  Allen  and  John  .).  Van  Alstyne,  upon  their  enter- 
ing into  bonds  to  appear  within  six  days  from  their  depar- 
ture from  the  Fleet  prison,  before  the  committee,  to  give 
evidence  touching  and  concerning  such  persons  at  and 
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bout  Kinder''"*''''  suspected  to  be  guilty  of  inimical  prac- 
tices against  t'le  Slate.  The  said  committee  further  in- 
forincdrihat  the  said  Van  Alen  and  Van  Alstyne  were 
^jjjpfjsoncd  for  refusing  to  give  such  evidence,  was  read 

tnd  filed.  .  ... 

The  same  was  taken  mto  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  L.  Van  Allen  and  John 
J.  Van  Alstyne,  be  liberated  on  the  terms  mentioned  in  the 
taid  letter. 

A  letter  from  General  Ten  Broeck,  dated  the  twentieth 
day  of  July  instant,  informing  that  he  hath  already  trans- 
mitted to  this  Board,  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial, 
respecting  the  prisoners  sent  down  from  Albany  to  the 
Fleet  prison,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  committee  of 
Albany,  requesting  them  to  transmit  to  this  Board  the 
charges  against  such  of  the  prisoners  sent  down  from 
thence  to  the  Fleet  prison,  as  liave  been  brought  before  the 
court  martial  in  Albany,  and  could  not  be  convicted  for 
want  of  sufficient  evidence. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  Van  Schaick,  accompanying 
seven  prisoners  of  war,  taken  at  the  northward,  to  wit : 
Thomas  Bostwick,  sergeant  of  the  ninth  regiment ;  Wil- 
liam Preston,  of  the  20lh  regiment ;  Francis  Trotter, 
John  McKay  and  James  Dunn,  of  the  21st  regiment; 
Joseph  McQuire,  of  the  47th  regiment,  and  Francis  Hor- 
ner of  the  53d  regiment,  of  the  British  army,  was  read 
and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  commissary 
of  the  prisoners  of  war. 

A  letter  from  Captain  Hodge  of  the  Montgomerie,  Con- 
tinental ship  of  war,  on  the  subject  of  having  the  appoint- 
ment of  his  own  officers  for  the  said  ship,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  commilled  to  the  committee 
to  whom  the  letter  from  Captain  Greenell  is  committed. 

A  letter  from  Abraham  Yates,  Esqr.  at  Fort  Edward, 
the  instant,  was  read  and  filed. 

The  Council  are  informed  (through  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Selick  Silliman  to  Mr.  Hobart.,)  that  there  is  now  lying  at 
Norwalk  a  boat  belonging  to  .Mr.  Shubal  Smith  of  Hunt- 
iiiglon,  who  has  joined  the  enemy. 

Resolved,  That  Jesse  Brush,  Esqr.  be  authorized  and 
reouested  to  cause  the  said  boat,  together  with  her  tackle 
and  apparel,  to  be  sold  in  the  most  advantageous  manner 
for  ihe  benefit  of  this  State,  and  that  he  do  transmit  the 
moneys  arising  from  the  sale  thereof  to  the  deputy  trea- 
surer of  this  State. 

.Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  being  returned  from  General 
Wasliington's  ffcad-(iuarteis,  informed  the  Council  that 
he  has  conferred  with  His  Excellency  on  the  subject  of 
providing  a  more  permanent  protection  for  the  inhabitants 
of  Tryon  county  against  the  inroads  of  the  enemy,  and 
Uiat  His  Excellency  had  directed  him  to  inform  the  Coun- 
cil dial  he  had  already  despatched  General  Glover's  divi- 
sion thither. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston  do  draft  a  letter 
to  the  committee  of  Tryon  county  on  the  subject,  and  re- 
port the  same  without  delay. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
the  shipwrights,  setting  fortli  lliat  they  had  been  induced  to 
enter  into  the  service  of  the  northern  department  by  the 
encouragement  given  them  in  a  resohiiion  of  the  late  Con- 
vention of  the  21st  of  February  last ;  that  their  tools  are 
detained  from  them  contrary  to  an  agreement  made  with 
Morgan  Lewis,  Esquire,  which  renders  them  unable  to 
support  themselves  and  families  ;  and  praying  the  Council 
to  grant  lliem  some  relief  as  to  their  tools,  and  also  to 
provide  means  for  their  being  continued  in  employ ;  de- 
livered in  their  report  thereon,  which  was  read,  considered, 
amended  and  approved,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  Major-General 
Schuyler  inquiring  into  the  facts  alleged  by  the  shipwrights 
in  their  petition. 

Reisolved,  That  this  Council  will  recommend  a  restitu- 


tion of  their  tools,  if  it  shall  appear  that  they  have  been 
unjustly  detained. 

Resolved,  That  as  to  the  encouragement  given  ihem  bv 
the  late  Convention,  this  Council  would  most  cheerfully  de'- 
vise  every  means  in  their  power  for  the  employment  of  the 
shipwrights  of  this  Stale  ;  but  as  tliu  said  pctiuuners  are 
without  their  tools  and  the  Legislature  of  the  Stute  is  e.\- 
pected  to  meet  on  the  first  day  of  August  ne\t,  think  it 
most  prudent  that  the  means  for  employing  the  pciiiioncrs 
be  referred  to  them. 

Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston  informed  the  Council  that  the  ac- 
counts of  the  secret  committee  of  the  late  Convention  siiii 
remain  in  an  unsettled  state  ;  that  himself  as  well  as  oilier 
members  of  the  said  committee  are  accountable  to  ilie 
public  for  the  expenditure  of  considerable  sums  of  money  ; 
Mr.  Livingston  therefore  requests  that  the  Honble.  Robt. 
Yates,  chairman  of  the  said  committee,  (in  whose  hands 
the  accounts  of  the  said  committee  are,)  be  directed  to 
repair  to  this  place  without  delay,  in  order  that  a  seiilcmeiit 
of  the  said  account  may  be  made  before  the  dissolution  of 
this  Board. 

Resolved,  That  the  Honourable  Robt.  Yates  be  inform- 
ed that  his  presence  is  necessarily  required  on  public  busi- 
ness at  this  place,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  attend  this 
Council  without  delay. 

The  peiiiion  of  John  Baptist  Dumont,  a  prisoner  on 
parol,  setting  forth  that  his  crops  of  grain  and  hay  arc  suffer- 
ing, and  prays  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  go  home  on 
furlough  for  fourteen  days,  to  gather  in  his  harvest,  on  his 
giving  security  for  his  returning,  was  read.  And  there- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  ilie  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  grant- 
ed. 

Adjourned  until  4  ho.  P.  M. 

Die  Veneris,  4  ho.  P.  M.  July  25,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Esqr.  Prenidenl. 

Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston,  .\lr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Major  Tap- 
pen,  Mr.  Piatt,  Colo.  De  Will,  Mr.  Canline,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Gen], 
Scott. 

Mr.  Jay  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  His  Excellency 
General  Washington,  in  answer  to  liis  of  the  twenty-second 
instant,  (relative  to  General  Clinton's  powers  for  calling  out 
the  militia,)  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  as  follows, 
vizt : 

"  Sir — Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  twenty-second 
instant,  has  been  received  and  laid  before  the  Council. 

"As  the  constitution  of  this  State  hath  commiited  the 
sole  direction  of  the  militia  to  the  Governor,  and  as  Briga- 
dier-General George  Clinton  hath  been  elected  to  that 
office,  the  (Jouncil  are  of  opinion  that  any  resolutions  for 
granting  him  authority  to  coiiimand  the  militia  of  four 
counties,  when  the  nature  of  his  oiiice  subjects  the  militia 
of  the  whole  State  to  his  orders,  would  be  unnecessary. 
And  although  the  complete  organization  of  the  government 
may  be  a  work  of  some  time,  yet,  the  powers  of  calling 
forth  the  militia  being  vested  in  the  Governor,  independent 
not  only  of  the  Legislature,  but  every  other  officer  of  go- 
vernment. General  Clinton  will  acquire  full  authority  on 
his  admission  into  office,  to  exercise  that  power. 

"  The  Council  have,  by  letter,  desired  General  Clinton 
to  appear  before  them  and  take  the  oath  of  olhce,  and  thev 
expect  he  will  immediately  comply  with  their  request,  as 
they  are  not  informed  of  any  reasons  at  present  which 
should  detain  him. 

"  The  Council  flatter  themselves  that  these  reasons  will 
have  equal  weight  with  your  Excellency,  especially  when 
it  is  considered  that  by  virtue  of  the  powers  granted  to  the 
Council  of  Safety,  they  do  not  conceive  themselves  autho- 
rized to  do  any  acts  not  strictly  consistent  with  the  design 
of  their  appointment  and  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution. 
On  the  Governor's  admission  to  office,  all  the  executive 
powers  of  the  Slate  are  to  be  surrendered  by  the  Council 
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to  him,  and  of  consequence  they  can  neither  alter  the  na- 
ture of  those  powers  or  place  them  in  any  other  hands. 

"The  Council  are  much  obliged  by  your  E.xcellency's 
regard  to  the  interest  and  welfaie  of  tins  titate,  and  beg 
leave  to  assure  you  that  they  will  omit  no  opportunities  ot 
evincing  the  sense  lliey  enieitain  of  the  important  services 
you  have  rendered  to  America  in  general,  and  the  many 
instances  of  attention  shown  to  this  Siiate  m  particular. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  esteem, 
your  Excellency's  most 

"  Obedt.  and  humble  servt. 
"His  Excellency  GenL  Washington." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  signed  by 
the  President,  and  transmiited. 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  according  to  order,  reported 
a  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  committee  of  Tryon  county,  which 
was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  as  follows,  vizt  : 

"  Gentlemen — In  my  last  letter  the  Council  informed 
you  that  they  had  directed  one  of  their  members  to  wait 
upon  General  Washington  and  advise  with  him  about  the 
state  of  your  county,  and  request  his  assistance  in  your 
behalf. 

"  In  consequence  of  a  representation  of  the  dangers  you 
apprehend,  he  has  been  pleased  to  order  General  Glover 
to  embark  with  his  brigade  for  Albany,  there  to  receive 
directions  from  General  Schuyler,  to  whom  we  write  by 
this  conveyance,  and  we  have  no  doubt  ihat  he  will  aiford 
you  every  assistance  consistent  with  the  general  safety  of 
America.  We  have  only  to  repeat,  what  was  before  urged, 
the  necessity  of  seconding  our  measures  by  your  efforts. 
Every  part  of  the  State  has  at  different  limes  been  under 
equal  dangers  with  your  county,  but  have  been  happily 
prevented  by  the  bravery  and  spirit  with  which  they  were 
ready  to  meet  them. 

"Your  own  force,  even  unassisted,  is  much  greater  than 
any  that  we  have  reason  to  believe  the  enemy  can  bring 
against  you  :  let  not  a  timidity  unworthy  of  the  cause  you 
are  engaged  in,  and  unbecoming  the  rliaracter  of  freemen, 
deprive  you  of  it ;  nor  let  a  base. reliance  on  the  fallacious 
promises  of  a  deceitful  enemy  subject  you  to  the  resent- 
ment of  your  country,  and  the  cruelty  of  men  who  in  defi- 
ance of  their  own  protections,  have  seldom  failed  to  injure 
and  insult  those  who  were  base  enough  to  put  themselves 
in  their  power. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obt.  humble  servt. 
"  To  the  Committee  of  Tryon  County." 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  engrossed,  signed  and  trans- 
mitted. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  His  E.xcellencv 
General  Washington,  be  transmitted  to  Genl.  George 
Clinton. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston  be  added  to  the 
committee  on  the  letteis  from  Genl.  Schuyler  and  Mr. 
Morris. 

Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston  has  leave  of  absence  until  Mon- 
day morning. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Henry, 
commissary  of  clothing  (concerning  the  contracts  by  him 
entered  into  on  account  ot  the  State)  reported  that  they 
have  performed  that  business,  and  that  in  their  opinion  the 
sum  of  seven  hundred  pounds  ought  to  be  advanced  him 
on  account.  Thereupon, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seven  hundred 
pounds  be  advanced  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  State,  to 
Mr.  John  Henry,  commissary  of  clothing,  on  account. 

Mr.  Plait,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  letters  from  the  Captains  Grenell  and  Hodge  on  the  sub- 
ject of  appointing  ofHccrs  lor  the  Continental  frigates  Con- 
gress and  Montgomerie,  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  ilie 
marine  committee,  which  was  read  and  approved,  and  is 
as  follows,  vizt : 

"  Gentlemen — I  am  directed  by  the  Council  of  Safety  ( 


to  inform  you  that  your  letter  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  June, 
enclosing  blank  commissions,  and  requesting  this  Council 
to  confer  with  the  captains  of  the  Coniinenlal  ships  Con- 
gress and  Montgomerie  for  men  of  good  character  to  fill 
the  different  offices  on  board,  has  been  taken  into  consi- 
deration. 

"  We  have  filled  up  one  commission  for  Daniel  Shaw, 
first  lieutenant  of  the  ship  Congress;  some  others  have 
been  recommended  to  us,  but  we  have  suspended  llieir 
appointment  until  we  could  be  more  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  their  characters. 

"You  make  no  mention  of  the  marine  officers.  Several 
have  been  shipped  and  recommended  by  the  captains,  as 
also  Mr.  Victor  Bicker,  who  was  appointed  last  winter  by 
Convention  agreeable  to  your  directions,  a  lieutenant  of 
marines,  with  orders  to  recruit  some  men  to  guard  the  ships 
during  ihe  winter. 

"  We  should  be  glad  of  your  directions  whether  com- 
missions should  be  filled  up  for  any  of  the  marine  officers, 
and  how  many. 

"  If  Congress  should  choose  to  retain  the  appointment 
of  marine  officers,  and  have  none  particularly  in  view,  the 
Council  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  William  Matihew- 
man  (who  served  as  lieuleiiant  in  Canada)  to  the  command 
of  the  marines  on  board  the  ship  Montgomerie,  and  iMr. 
Victor  Bicker  (who  served  as  lieutenant  m  General  Scoit's 
brigade  last  year)  to  a  lieutenancy  of  marines  on  board  the 
ship  Congress. 

"  The  Captains  Greeneil  and  Hodge  claim  a  right  of  ap- 
pointing their  own  officers,  as  will  appear  by  the  enclosed 
copies  of  their  letter. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obt.  hum.  servt. 
"  To  the  Honble.  the  Marine  Committee  " 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  signed  by 
the  President,  and  transmiited,  together  wilh  copies  of  the 
letters  Irom  the  said  Captains  Greeneil  and  Hodge  to  this 
board. 

The  said  committee  also  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter  to 
the  said  captains  in  answer  to  theirs  on  the  same  subject, 
which  was  also  read  and  approved,  and  is  as  follows,  to 
wit : 

"Sir — Yours  of  the  twentieth  instant  has  been  laid  be- 
fore the  Council.  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the 
Council  are  unacquainted  wilh  the  conditions  on  which  you 
accepted  your  commission,  and  they  would  have  been  happy 
in  not  having  any  agency  in  appointing  officers  for  the  ships, 
and  therefore  undertook  the  disagreeable  task  with  reluc- 
tance, at  soliciialion  of  the  marine  committee,  to  wiiom 
they  have  referred  your  case. 

"  I  am,  sir, 
"  Your  most  obet.  humbl.  servt. 

"  To  Captain  Geeeneli." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  and  transmitted, 
and  that  a  similar  letter  be  sent  to  Captain  Hodge. 
Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  SABBATI,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

July  26,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Mr.  Tredwel!,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Cantine, 
Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Harper,  Major  Tappen,  iVIr.  Jay. 

Mr.  Jay,  according  to  order,  reported  the  draft  of  a  letter 
to  General  Schuyler  on  the  subject  of  General  Glover's 
brigade,  which  is  now  going  up  to  the  northward,  and  of 
the  complaint  of  the  ship  carpenters,  who  are  returned 
from  the  northward,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  as 
follows,  vizt : 
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<i   Your  letter  of  the  21st  July  instant,  has  been 

received  and  laid  before  the  Council.  Tliey  approve  of 
ihc  orders  you  have  given  relative  to  Tryon  county,  and 
horx:  wUcn  the  fears  of  the  inhabitants  are  a  liiile  abated 
lj,ey  will  cease  to  be  so  importunate  and  unreasonable  in 
iJieir  demands  of  aid. 

"  General  Washington  has  ordered  Glover's  brigade  to 
your  department,  and  has  intimated  to  tlie  Council  that 
further  reinforcements  can  not  be  spared  from  his  army. 

"  The  Council  regret  the  necessity  you  was  under  of 
dismissing  part  of  the  militia.  Their  return  will  impress 
false  ideas  of  your  strength  ;  and  should  any  accident  hap- 
pen, the  prudence  of  discharging  them  may  be  called  in 
question. 

"The  ship  carpenters,  lately  returned  from  your  depart- 
ment, have  presenled  a  petition  to  the  Council,  complain- 
in"  that  their  tools  are  detained  from  liicm,  contrary  to  an 
express  contract  made  with  your  Quarter-Master-Gene- 
ral, and  praving  the  interposition  of  the  Council  in  their 
behalf. 

"  However  improper  it  may  in  general  be  for  public 
bodies  to  lake  notice  of  private  contracts,  the  Council  can 
not  forbear  observing,  that  as  these  men  must  maintain 
Uiemselves  and  families  by  their  labour,  to  wtiich  tools 
proper  for  their  trade,  ami  which  they  can  not  buy,  are 
essential,  their  case  appears  peculiarly  hard  and  excites 
both  the  compassion  and  indignation  of  the  people. 

"The  Council  wisli  that  if  tiieir  complaints  are  ground- 
less, they  niay  be  furnished  with  the  facts  ;  if  well  founded, 
tliat  the  cause  of  them  may  be  removed.    The  enclosed 
are  copies  of  their  petition  and  of  the  contract  they  refer  to. 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

"Your  most  obedt.  hum.  servt. 

"  Major-General  Schxttleb." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  transmitted,  together  with  a  copy  of  their  petition 
and  contract,  to  Major-Genl.  Schuyler. 

A  letter  from  Capt.  Benjamin  Watt  of  the  rangers  raised 
in  the  counties  of  Gloucester,  Cumberland  and  Charlotte, 
dated  this  day,  was  read  and  filed.  He  therein  informs 
tlie  Council  that  pursuant  to  the  order  of  Council  of  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  June  last  he  proceeded  to  the  county 
of  Gloucester  in  order  to  march  his  company  down  to  this 
place  ;  that  on  his  arrival  tliere  he  found  tiiat  his  officers 
and  men  were  marched  to  Ticonderoga ;  that  on  their 
return  he  ordered  them  on  the  fourteenth  instant  to  prepare 
for  marching  down  immediately  which  they  refused,  giving 
for  llieir  reasons  that  at  the  lime  of  liieir  engaging  they  did 
not  expect  to  be  removed  from  the  said  three  counties,  and 
that  Ticonderoga  being  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy 
leaves  that  frontier  open  to  them,  and  that  they  could  not 
think  of  leaving  their  wives  and  children  in  so  helpless  a 
situation.  Captain  Wait  begs  tlie  Council  to  take  his  case 
into  consideration. 

The  same  being  taken  into  consideration, 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Wail  be  informed  that  the 
Council  are  satisfied  with  his  behaviour ;  ihat  as  the  Le- 
gislature are  to  meet  the  nexi  week,  the  Council  decline 
entering  into  any  resolutions  on  ttie  subject  of  his  letter, 
but  that  the  same  be  laid  before  the  Legislature. 

Adjourned  until  4  ho.  P.  AL 

Die  Sabb.vti,  4  ho.  P.  M.July  26, 1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Canline,  Mr.  Giiberl  Livingston,  Mr.  Jay,  Gent.  Scott,  Mr.  Tred- 
■•ell,  CoIo.De  Witt,  Mr.  Harper,  Jlajor  Tappen,  -Major  Van  Zandt. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Colonel  John  Lasher,  Commissary  ol  tlic  iniliiary  stores 
belonging  to  this  Slate  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  on 
account  of  the  expenses  incident  to  his  olTice. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Yates  and  Mr.  Morris,  the  committee 
appointed  to  repair  to  Head-Quarters  in  the  nortiiern  de- 


partment to  confer  with  Major-General  Scliuyler,  &c. 
dated  at  Moses  creek,  the  Iweniy-iliird  instant,  was  read, 
and  follows  in  these  words,  vizi : 

"  Mosts  creek,  Zid  Jiili/,  1T77.  ) 

"  S  o'clocli,  I'.  M.  ^ 

"Sir— We  have  received  yours  of  the  nuicicentli, 
wliicli  hath  afforded  us  great  pleasure,  since  we  are  able 
in  some  measure  lo  collect  from  it  our  errand  to  the  north- 
ward. One  of  the  most  important  objects  of  our  journey 
being,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Honourable  Board,  lu  write 
the  news.  Could  we  have  conceived  that  this  was  vour 
intention  in  appointing  us  a  comnuttee  '  to  confer  witli 
Major-General  Schuyler  upon  such  measures  ,is  uiiulit 
from  time  to  time  appear  necessary  to  be  pursunj  by  this 
State,  for  the  aid  and  support  of  the  northern  deparimunt,' 
we  should  have  endeavoured  to  'correspond  vviih  the 
Council,'  so  as  to  have  informed  them,  as  far  as  lav  in  our 
power,  of  the  manner  of  the  retreat  liom  Ticonderorr.i  ; 
'  the  number  of  the  men  that  came  oil",  whether  any  or 
how  many  were  taken,  whether  the  sick  came  away, 
whether  the  troops  brought  oil'  their  arms,  and  the  like.' 
It  is  not  in  our  power,  sir,  to  answer  these  important  ob- 
jects of  our  journey,  because  we  are  much  in  the  dark 
about  those  matters  which  attract  the  attention  and  strict 
scrutiny  of  your  Honourable  Board,  and  about  which  the 
General  can  give  us  no  information  ;  but  we  shall  leave 
this  place  to-morrow  morning  to  wait  upon  you  and  an- 
swer such  questions  you  shall  be  pleased  to  piit  lo  us. 

"It  was  determined  upon  to  leave  the  ground  occupied 
by  our  advanced  posts  upon  the  road  to'Fort  Anne  and 
P'ort  George,  and  retire  to  Fort  Edward  in  the  way  to  this 
place,  having  previously  removed  every  tliinii.  About 
noon  the  picket  guard  of  the  party  upon  the  Fort  Anne 
road  was  attacked  by  savages  and  British  troops.  It  is 
not,  we  suppose,  of  great  importance  minutely  to  describe 
this  engagement ;  we  will  therefore  record  nothing  more 
upon  your  minutes  than  that  we  drove  off  the  enemy,  and 
that  in  so  doing  we  had  one  man  killed  and  scalped,  twelve 
more  killed  and  twelve  wounded,  five  of  them  mortally. 
This  evening  tlie  retreat  was  completed  lo  this  place, 
where  the  General  would  be  strongly  posted,  if  he  had 
men. 

"  Three  hundred  of  the  militia  of  Massachuseits  Bay 
went  olf  this  morning  in  spite  of  the  opposition,  we  should 
have  said  entreaties,  of  their  otHcers. 

"  All  the  militia  on  the  ground  are  so  heartily  tired  and 
so  extremely  desirous  of  gelling  home,  that  it  is  more 
than  probable  none  of  them  will  remain  ten  days  longer. 
One-half  was  discharged  two  days  ago,  to  silence,  if  possi- 
ble, their  clamours,  and  the  remainder,  officers  excepted, 
will  soon  discharge  themselves,  at  wliich  time  the  armv  in 
the  northern  department  will  consist  of  about  twenty-seven 
hundred  Continental  troops,  sick  and  well.  We  make  no 
comments. 

"  There  is  the  greatest  reason  to  apprehend  an  attack 
upon  Tryon  county,  and  a  variety  of  inlormation  corrobo- 
rates the  supposilion  ;  a  very  small  force  will,  in  its  pre- 
sent situation,  subject  it  to  the  enemy,  and  ii  will  be  no 
difficult  matter,  at  the  same  lime,  lo  compel  this  army  (if 
it  deserves  that  name)  lo  join  Genl.  Washington,  by  which 
means  our  whole  force  will  be  collected  to  a  poiiii.  But, 
sir,  Burgoyne  can  not  fly.  If  a  body  of  three  thousand 
men  can  be  formed  from  the  militia,  &c.  of  Connecticut, 
Massachusetts  and  New-Hampshire,  some  where  upon  the 
Hampshire  Grants;  if  Genl.  VV^asliington  can  spare  a  re- 
inforcement of  fifteen  hundred  good  troops  to  this  army  ; 
if,  discharging  all  the  militia  in  the  foils  and  passes  of  ihe 
Highlands,  the  Governor  is  put  at  the  head  of  one-third 
of  the  miliiia  of  the  Slate  and  two  hundred  gooil  ritleiiien, 
and  sent  into  Trvon  county,  we  may  laugh  at  Mr.  Howe 
and  Mr,  Burgoyne.  We  are  too  ignorant  of  the  situation 
of  affairs  to  the  southward,  lo  say  wiiother  these  things  are 
practicable,  and  therefore  give  our  sentiments  upon  mat- 
ters as  they  appear  to  us.    The  Council,  who  we  doubt 
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not  have  the  best  intelligence  from  that  quarter,  will  be 
able  to  determine  with  precision  upon  the  true  line  of  con- 
duct which  is  to  be  pursued.    In  humble  deference  to 
their  wisdom,  we  beg  leave  to  subscribe  ourselves,  sir, 
"Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servants, 

"ABM.  YATES,  June. 

"  GOUVR.  JIORRIS." 

The  same  being  taken  into  consideration, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jay, 
Resolved,  That  the  said  letter  is  disrespectful  and  un- 
satisfactory. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  continuance  of  the  said 
committee  would  be  unnecessary  ;  and  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  and  hereby  is 
dissolved. 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  at  Moses  creek, 
ihe  24th  instant,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
vizt : 

"  Motes  creek,  4  miles  below  Fort  Edward,  } 
"  July  2ilh,  1777.  \ 

"  Sir — It  is  with  great  pain  that  I  am  under  the  disa- 
greeable necessity  of  advising  you  that  our  aiTairs  in  this 
quarter  daily  put  on  a  more  gloomy  aspect.  It  was  evi- 
dent that,  if  we  had  not  consented  to  sutier  part  of  the  mi- 
litia to  return  to  their  habitations,  in  all  probability  we 
should  lose  the  whole.  It  was  therefore  resolved  in  full 
council  of  general  officers,  that  halt  should  be  permitted  to 
leave  us,  provided  the  others  would  remain  three  weeks. 
These  conditions  were  accepted  by  them,  and  one  thousand 
and  forty-.six,  officers  included,  of  the  militia  of  this  State, 
remained  ;  but  not  above  three  hundred  out  of  twelve  of 
those  from  the  county  of  Berksire  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  out  of  about  five  hundred  from  the  county  of 
Hampshire  in  the  same  State,  only  twenty-nine  commis- 
sioned and  non-commisioned  officers  and  thirty-four  pri- 
vates are  left,  the  remainder  having  infamously  deserted  ; 
and  out  of  one  hundred  from  Connecticut,  who  had,  like 
those  from  Hampshire,  just  arrived  here,  very  few,  if  any, 
remain  ;  and  part  of  tliat  half  wliich  remained  from  this 
State,  so  that  we  have  not  now  above  thirteen  hundred  militia 
on  the  ground.  I  wish  we  had  the  most  distant  prospect 
to  detain  one-half  of  these  above  five  or  six  days.  Our 
Continental  force  is  between  twenty-seven  and  twenty-eight 
hundred  ;  with  this  small  body  we  have  to  encounter  a 
much  more  numerous  body  of  the  enemy,  well  appointed, 
flushed  with  success,  and  daily  increasing  by  the  acquisi- 
tion of  tories. 

"  Happy  I  should  still  be,  in  some  degree,  if  I  could 
close  the  melancholy  tale  here  ;  but  every  letter  I  receive 
from  the  county  of  Tryon,  advises  me  liiat  the  inhabitants 
of  it  will  lay  down  their  arms,  unless  I  support  them  with 
Continental  troops.  From  what  I  have  said,  you  will  see 
the  impossibility  of  my  complying  vviili  their  request.  The 
district  of  Schohary  has  also  pointedly  iiiiimated,  that  un- 
less Continental  troops  are  sent  them,  they  will  also  sub-  | 
mit  to  the  enemy.  Should  it  be  asked  what  line  of  con- 
duct I  mean  to  hold  amidst  this  variety  of  difficulties  and 
distress?  I  would  answer  to  <lispule  every  inch  of  ground 
with  General  Burgoyiie,  and  retard  his  descent  into  the 
country  as  long  as  possible,  without  the  least  hopes  of  be- 
ing able  to  prevent  it  uliimately,  unless  I  am  reinforced 
from  General  Washington,  or  by  a  respectable  body  of  the 
miUtia.  The  former  1  am  advised  1  am  not  to  have,  and 
whence  to  procure  the  latter,  I  know  not.  I  have  written  to 
the  eastern  Stales,  but  do  not  expect  tiinely  succours  from 
thence.  I  must  therefore  look  up  to  you  ;  but  though  I  am 
under  the  fullest  conviction  ih.it  you  will  readily  alford  tnc 
every  aid  in  your  power,  yet  I  fear  it  cannot  be  much. 

"  In  this  situation  you  will  be  pleased  to  permit  me  to 
observe,  that  I  think  the  Council  of  Safely  ought  to  press 
General  Washington  for  an  iiiiincdiate  reinforcement  of  at 
least  fifteen  hundred  good  Continental  troops.  Those  from 
our  own  State  if  possible,  if  not,  from  any  of  the  southern 
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Colonies  ;  one  thousand  to  reinforce  me,  and  the  remainder 
to  be  sent  into  Tryon  county. 

"  That  the  most  immediate  and  pressing  application 
should  be  made  by  you  to  the  eastern  States,  (Connecticut 
in  particular,  from  which  we  have  not  had  above  one  hun- 
dred,) for  a  respectable  body  of  inilitia  ;  that  part  of  what 
militia  may  come  from  thence,  be  also  sent  into  Tryon 
county,  and  part  here  ;  that  the  greatest  number  possible 
of  the  militia  of  this  State  should  be  sent  both  ways,  and 
that  it  should  be,  in  the  strongest  terms,  recommended  to 
the  gentlemen  of  easy  fortune  to  turn  out. 

"It  is  not  only  mortifying,  but  extremely  discoiirasin^ 
to  the  lower  class,  and  prejudicial  to  the  public,  to  see  so 
few  men  of  note  step  forth  when  their  country  is  in  danger. 

"I  may  seem  to  labour  under  ideal  apprehensions  ;  I 
believe  they  are  not  so.  They  are  founded  on  a  reflection 
that  if  General  Burijoyne  can  penetrate  to  Albany,  the 
force  which  is  certainly  coming  by  the  way  of  Oswego  will 
find  no  difficulty  in  reaching  the  Mohawk  river;  and  that 
being  arrived  there,  they  will  be  joined  not  by  tories  only, 
but  by  every  person  that  finds  himself  capable  of  remov- 
ing and  wishes  to  make  his  peace  with  the  enemy,  and  by 
the  whole  body  of  the  Six  Nations.  These,  forming  a  junc- 
tion with  Burgoyne  at  Albany,  whilst  General  Howe  presses 
up  the  river,  it  will  either  put  General  Washington  be- 
tween two  fires,  or  drive  him  to  the  necessity  of  filing  off" 
into  New-Ensland.  These,  sir,  are  my  conjectures  ;  I 
sincerely  wish  they  may  never  be  realized,  although  I  can 
not  think  they  are  ill  founded.  I  have  thus  ventured  freelv 
to  give  my  sentiments.  I  hope  they  will  not  be  thought  to 
arise  from  a  principle  which  would  disgrace  a  soldier.  I 
assure  you  they  do  not;  and  I  hope  my  countrymen  will 
never  have  occasion  to  blush  for  me,  whatever  may  be  the 
event  of  the  campaign. 

"  I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  humble  servant. 

"PH.  SCHUYLER. 

"  Honble.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  fee.  8tc." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  committed  to  General 
Scott  and  Mr.  Jay. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  dated  the  24ih 
instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  their  letter  to  (General  Schuyler, 
dated  the  twenty-second  instant,  was  received  and  read, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  ^ilbamj  Committee  Chamber,  'Z\tk  Julij,  17TT. 

"  Gentlemen — Yours  of  the  22d  instant  is  now  before 
us,  recommending  us  to  use  our  utmost  influence  to  revive 
the  drooping  spirits  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  and  Tryon 
county.  A  duty  so  essential  as  this,  has  long  since  been 
our  principal  object,  by  following  the  example  you  have 
recommended  to  us  ;  but  upon  the  whole,  genilcmen,  ihey 
are  only  words  upon  which  we  have  long  played  ;  and  wc. 
earnestly  hope  they  may  be  realized  in  such  a  manner  as" 
that  the  usual  confidence  the  people  of  this  and  Tryon 
I  county  have  in  our  Board,  may  not  depreciate  in  the  eyes 
of  the  public,  on  which  head  we  beg  leave  to  remark,  that 
your  sanguine  expectations  of  Colo.  Harper's  rangers  will 
by  no  means  a  iswer  the  purpose  ;  the  gentleman  undoubt- 
edly has  abiliiics,  and  will  c.\ert  himself ;  but  when  this 
matter  is  held  up  in  a  more  clear  view,  it  will  appear  that 
every  man,  almost,  in  this  and  Tryon  county,  adapted  for 
the  ranging  service,  is  engaged  in  the  Continental,  occa- 
sioned by  the  lunazing  bounty  that  has  been  given  ;  and 
on  ihc  other  liand,  the  necessary  men  employed  in  various 
branches  attending  an  army,  together  with  the  constant 
drain  of  militia,  though  but  few  in  number,  occasioned  by 
the  above  circumstance,  are  still  neccssilated  to  discharge 
their  duty  lo  their  country,  all  which  point  out  to  you  the 
impracticability  ot  the  plan.  After  considering  of  these 
particulars,  (wiiicli  we  believe  has  not  been  sufficiently  sug- 
gested by  the  Honourable  the  Council,)  we  conceive  it  will 
he  impossible  lo  collect  any  men  on  the  proposed  plan,  by 
reason  that  their  pay  and  encouragement  is  not  adequate  to 


<  .7:  .  .  ".(■i'.-' 


! !  ■  1 1 , 


v  ;J,ls; 


"  '  .;/i'i  ■:r      'j.  ifi  •, 'i  ;  j  o;;:  i*!' s' : 

'      ■    '■  -      '     '        "        '  '■■    ■  '.i.  '-''U^r'h  .'',1.;'.  :>. 

'        :  "  "'-i  ■'  '  "••'II  Vl'/r  WJ-        ..  ■  '  i.^;.,,.-;  ,  ^^^iyil 


1018 

the  time*.    If       foregoing  difficulties  have  any  weight, 
iiidirc  that  no  essential  service  can  be  expected 
rom  the  rangers,  nor  can  have  any  weight  with  the  people 
lo  the  westward.  ^    ,  , 

•'  We  enclose  you  a  copy  ot  a  letter  by  us  sent  to  Ge- 
neral Schuyler,  from  which  you  will  perceive  the  distressed 
iiiualion  the  people  of  Schoharie  are  in. 

"  We  are,  gent,  your  most  obt.  htim.  servts. 

"  By  order. 
"JOHN  BARCLAY,  Chairman. 
"  To  the  Council  of  Safety 

for  the  State  of  New-York." 

■•  22d  July,  1777. 

"  HoNL.  Sir — Colo.  Vrooman  and  two  other  gentlemen 
from  Schoharie,  are  now  with  us,  and  represent  the  distress 
their  county  is  driven  to. 

"  Threats,  they  hourly  receive  ;  their  persons  and  pro- 
perty are  exposed  to  imminent  danger  :  nearly  one-half  of 
the  people  heretofore  well  disposed,  have  laid  down  their 
arms,  and  propose  to  side  with  the  enemy.  All  which 
change  has  taken  its  origin  from  the  desertion  of  Ticonde- 
roga,  the  unprecedented  loss  of  which,  we  are  afraid,  will 
be  followed  by  a  revolt  of  more  than  one-half  of  the  nor- 
thern part  of  this  county.  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  sug- 
gest whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  detain  one  or 
two  companies  of  Continental  troops,  which  are  expected 
here,  to  be  sent  that  v>a.y  for  a  few  days,  which  we  sup- 
pose might  bring  the  greater  part  again  to  a  sense  of  their 
duty. 

"  We  are,  &c. 
"JOHN  BARCLAY,  Chairman. 
"  The  Honbl.  Major-Genl.  ScHnYLER." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  the  enclosure  be  com- 
mitted to  General  Scott  and  Mr.  Jay. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  4  ho.  P.  M. 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 


DIE  SOLIS,  4  HO.  p.  M. 

July  27,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prisest— I'ierre  Van  CorUandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Genl.  Scott,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Tredw  ell,  Mr.  Cantine,  Ma- 
jor Von  Zandt,  Mr.  Harper,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the 
twenty-fourth  instant,  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  re- 
ported a  draft  of  an  answer,  which  was  read  and  approved 
of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Gentlemen — Your  letter  of  the  twenty-fourth  inst. 
has  been  received  and  laid  before  the  Council.  It  was  not 
by  words  alone  that  the  Council  expects  the  drooping  spir- 
its of  the  inhabitants  of  Tryon  county  should  be  revived, 
nor  do  they  know  any  other  way  of  realizing  those  expec- 
tations than  by  vigorous  exertions. 

"  it  is  highly  unreasonable  to  expect  that  the  militia  of 
other  States  or  additional  detachments  from  the  Continen- 
tal army  should  be  sent  to  Tryon  or  Schohary,  when  their 
own  exertions,  with  the  aid  already  atforded,  would  secure 
them.  Harper's  rangers  are  not  the  only  measures  taken  for 
their  -support ;  a  third  part  of  the  militia  is  ordered  to  be 
embodied,  and  the  Council  will  provide  for  their  pay.  But 
if  when  their  all  is  at  stake,  they  should  think  tiie  wages 
too  little,  and  from  such  degenerate  mercenary  princi- 
ples refuse  to  march,  they  will  merit  the  distinction  to 
which  their  want  of  courage  and  public  spirit  will  expose 
them. 

"  It  is  by  example,  not  speeches,  that  the  Council  wish 
they  may  be  encouraged.  They  expect  the  county  of  Al- 
bany will  exert  itself;  that  their  leading  men  on  otiier  oc- 
casions, will  not  be  backxvard  now  ;  that  they  will  march 
with  the  militia,  and  animate  the  bodv  of  tiie  people  by 
their  perseverance,  spirit  and  patriotism.  If  tlie  salvation 
of  such  a  cause  be  not  sufficient  to  induce  us  to  such  ac- 
actions,  future  generations  may  with  propriety  say  that  we 


did  not  deserve  to  be  free.  If  malcontents  among  you  are 
fomenting  divisions  or  encouraging  a  revolt,  they  ought  to 
be  immediately  apprehended,  and  ii  is  presumed  you  have 
sufficient  strength  at  least  for  the  purpose  of  internal  go- 
vernment. If  a  few  dispirited  people  are  permitted  to  lay 
down  tlieir  arms,  and  with  impunity,  not  onlv  to  disobev 
orders,  but  to  say  they  will  side  with  the  cncmv,  govern- 
ment has  become  base  and  feeble  indeed.  Your  powers 
are  equal  to  all  these  exigencies,  and  the  Council  hope  you 
will  e.xert  them.  That  large  drafts  of  men  have  been  made 
from  the  militia  is  a  fact  not  to  be  denied  ;  but  it  is  ctjual- 
ly  true  that  their  number  is  still  very  respectable,  and  if 
they  please,  very  formidable.  In  short,  there  is  reason  to 
fear  that  the  panic  and  irresolution  which  seems  to  prevail 
in  the  western  district,  will,  by  being  introduced  into  tiie 
history  of  the  present  glorious  contest,  injure  the  reputa- 
tion which  this  State  has  justly  acquired  by  its  strenuous 
and  noble  exertions  in  the  common  cause  of  Amenca. 
"  I  am,  gentlemen,  witii  respect, 

"  Your  most  obedt.  humble  servt?. 
"  P.  S.  We  have  the  best  assurances  that  General  Glo- 
ver, with  his  brigade,  is  sent  up  to  reinforce  the  northern 
department,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  iMajor-Geneial 
Schuyler  will,  as  he  finds  himself  reinforced,  cause  troops 
to  file  off  for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontiers.  To  faci- 
litate this  we  have  wrote  pressingly  to  the  Governor  of 
Connecticut  for  aid. 
"  To  the  Committee  of  Albany."  ■;,       (     .    ,  ; 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

The  same  committee  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  Go- 
vernor Trumbull,  which  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  vizt  : 

"  Sir — The  Council  of  Safely  has  directed  me  to  trans- 
mit to  your  Excellency  tlie  enclosed  extracts  of  a  letter 
from  Major-General  Schuyler. 

"  The  condition  of  the  northern  department  has  become 
alarming  and  critical.  The  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga 
was  a  very  unexpected  event,  and  has  been  attended  with 
an  unhappy  influence  on  our  alfairs. 

"  The  people  are  disgusted,  disappointed  and  alarmed. 

"  The  Council  are  constrained  to  observe  that  it  is  noS 
in  their  power  to  afford  General  Schuyler  much  aid.  Five 
counties  of  this  Slate  are  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy; 
three  others  are  disunited  by  malcontents,  who  meditate  a 
revolt,  and  are  attempting  to  avail  themselves  of  the  pre- 
sent troubles,  to  advance  their  interested  purposes,  inas- 
much that  all  order  of  government  has  ceased  amoiiir  them. 
Of  the  remaining  six  counties,  a  third  part  of  the  inililia  of 
three  of  them,  namely  :  Orange,  Ulster  and  Dutclie.ss,  lias 
been  in  actual  service  ever  since  May  last,  and  are  yet  in 
the  field.  Westchester  has  been  so  harrasscd  by  tiie  in- 
cursions of  the  enemy  from  New-York,  that  during  the  last 
winter  and  almost  ever  since,  their  militia  have  been  oblig- 
ed to  provide  for  their  own  detence.  A  third  part  of  the 
county  of  Tryon  are  ordered  to  embody  without  delay; 
and  a  considerable  proportion  of  Albany,  are  already 
marched  or  marching  to  the  field  ;  add  to  this  the  number  of 
inhabitants  constantly  employed  on  the  communications  in 
transportations,  &c.  and  the  still  sjreater  number  wlio 
tempted  by  prospects  of  ease  or  profit  have  quitted  this  in- 
vaded State,  and  sought  inglorious  ease  among  our  more 
peaceful  neighbours,  and  your  Excellency  will  perceive 
how  greatly  our  strength  is  exhausted.  Heaven  has  bless- 
ed us  with  a  plentiful  harvest,  and  it  deserves  consideration 
that  other  States  besides  this  will  be  affected  by  the 
loss  of  it. 

"  It  is  unnecessary  to  observe  to  your  Excellency  that 
the  destruction  of  this  State  will  bring  the  horrors  of  war 
to  the  doors  of  many  who  now  seem  idle  spectators  of  it. 

"  We  hope  the  S'tate  of  Connecticut  will  on  this  occa- 
ion  exert  hersslf  in  a  manner  becoming  the  character  she 
hath  hitherto  sustained,  in  the  scale  of  American  i.mportance. 
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and  that  New- York  will  not  be  left  unsupported  in  this  day 
of  trial. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Excellency's 

"  Most  obedient  humble  servt. 
"  His  Excellency  Govr.  Trcmbull." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted,  together  with  the  said 
extracts  of  General  Scliuyler's  letter. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  similar  to  that  directed  to  Go- 
vernor Trumbull,  be  sent  to  tlie  President  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  and  the  President  of  New-Hampshire,  and 
similar  extracts  of  General  Schuyler's  letter  enclosed  in 
each  of  them. 

The  same  committee  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  His 
Excellency  General  Washington,  which  was  read  and  ap- 
proved, and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Sir — By  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  I  have  the 
honour  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  the  enclosed  ex- 
tracts of  a  letter  from  Major-General  Schuvler,  and  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  the  Council  to  Governor  Trumbull. 

"  Such  is  the  state  of  our  northern  affairs  at  present,  as 
to  promise  the  enemy  an  easy  conquest.  This  State  is 
greatly  exhausted,  and  our  New-England  brethren  are  not 
yet  roused.  The  Council  request  liiat  your  Excellency 
will  be  pleased  to  animate  them  to  more  vigorous  and 
manly  exertions,  and  they  wish  that  if  the  state  of  inilitary 
operations  with  which  your  Excellency  is  best  acquainted, 
would  admit  of  it,  a  reinforcement  from  the  southern  States 
might  be  obtained  for  our  support ;  and  particularly  against 
the  expected  invasion  by  the  way  of  Oswego,  by  the  suc- 
cess of  which,  they  will  be  more  immediately  and  deeply 
affected,  as  their  frontiers  as  well  as  those  of  this  State, 
would  be  thereby  exposed  to  depredation. 

"  What  new  miracles  Providence  may  have  in  reserve 
for  our  deliverance,  or  what  further  measures  General 
Howe  may  pursue  to  defeat  his  own  purposes,  are  uncer- 
tain. Our  affairs,  however,  in  the  northern  department, 
wear  a  gloomy  aspect,  and  the  Council  think  it  their 
duty  to  leave  no  means  unessayed  to  repel  the  enemy,  and 
render  the  issue  of  the  present  campaign  glorious  to  the 
American  arms. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

"  With  great  respect  and  esteem, 
"  Your  Excellency's  most  obedt.  humble  servt. 
"  His  Eicellency  Genl.  Washington." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  arid  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted.  And, 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  all  the  said  letters,  and  of  Ge- 
neral Schuyler's  letter,  and  of  the  letter  from  thecommitee 
of  Albany,  and  the  answer  thereto,  be  sent  to  the  Delegates 
of  this  Slate. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  LUNtE,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

July  28,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayers  as  usual. 
Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr,  Harper,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Genl. 
Scott,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Treilwell,   Major  Tappen,   Major  Van 
Zandt. 

Mr.  Jay  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  Genl.  Schuyler, 
which  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  liie  words  fol- 
lowing, vizt : 

"  Sir — 1  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
favour  of  the  instant,  and  to  transmit  you  the  en- 

closed papers,  from  which  you  will  perceive  what  measures 
have  been  taken  by  tiie  Council.  In  consequence  of  it, 
you  may  rely,  sir,  on  the  utmost  exertions  of  this  Council 
to  afford  succour  to  your  army.    They  have  little  reason 


to  expect  that  the  aid  of  this  exhausted  State  will  be  very 
considerable. 

"  I  am,  with  respect,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obt.  humble  servt. 

"  Major-General  Schutler." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed,  and,  together 
with  copies  of  the  letters  of  this  Council,  to  General  Wa- 
shington, the  States  of  Connecticut,  Massachusetts  and 
New-Hampshire  agreed  to  yesterday,  be  transmuted. 

The  petition  of  Elnathan  Foster,  praying  leave  to  seek 
for  and  provide  a  place  for  his  family,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  be  granted. 

The  memorial  of  Colonel  Malcom,  that  the  resolutions 
of  the  late  Convention  exempting  from  all  drafts  of  ilie  mili- 
tia those  who  should  provide  a  man  to  enlist  in  either  of 
the  five  Continental  regiments  raising  in  this  State,  be  ex- 
tended to  his  regiment,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Le- 
gislature. 

Adjourned  until  4  ho.  P.  M. 

Die  Lun^,  4  ho.  P.  M.July  28,  1777. 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  £sqr.  President. 

Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Harper,  Major  Tappen,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr. 
Gilbt.  Livingston,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston. 

Mr.  Morris  being  returned  from  Head-Quarters  in  the 
northern  department,  informed  the  House  of  the  state  of 
the  army  there. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Morris  do  repair  to 
Head-Quarters  and  confer  with  His  Excellency  General 
Washington  about  the  state  of  the  northern  army,  the 
means  of  reinforcing  it,  and  all  such  other  matters  as  re- 
spect the  defence  of  this  State. 

And  that  they  represent  to  His  Excellency  the  necessity 
of  providing  garrisons  for  the  forts  in  the  Highlands,  as  the 
term  for  which  the  militia  now  stationed  there  are  engaged 
will  soon  expire. 

And  further,  that  they  correspond  with  this  Council  and 
return  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  10  ho.  A.  M. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  a.  m. 

July  29,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Harper,  i\Ir.  Tredwell, 
Colo.  De  Witt,  Major  Tappen,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Jlr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Gilbt, 
Livingston. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Samuel  Drake,  Joseph  Hobby 
and  Elijah  Hunter  be  permitted  to  transport  tloiir  from  this 
State  (by  land  or  water)  to  either  of  tiie  eastern  States, 
and  that  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  all  the  friends  of 
America  to  permit  them  to  transport  by  land  or  water 
through  the  said  eastern  States  into  this  State,  salt  or  any 
other  article  for  the  inhabitants  i hereof,  and  also  to  aid 
them  in  such  commerce. 

Major  Van  Zandt  and  Major  Tappen  dissent. 
^  Resolved,  That  a  similar  permit  be  granted  to  Robert 
Graham,  Esquire. 

Major  Van  Zandt  and  Major  Tappen  dissent. 

A  letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hornebeck,  with  a  re- 
turn of  the  regiment  under  his  command,  was  read  and 
filed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  Ephraim  Bogar- 
dus  relative  to  the  escape  of  the  prisoners  from  on  board 
of  the  Fleet  prison,  reported  that  Andries  Ten  Eyck,  a 
prisoner  on  board  the  said  prison,  appears  to  have  been  a 
principal  in  seizing  and  disarming  the  guard,  by  which 
means  those  prisoners  escaped.  Thereupon, 
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Ordered,  That  the  sheriff  of  Ulster  county  do  cause 
irons  to  be  provided  for  ihe  said  Andries  Ten  Eyck  ; 
tiiai  he  be  sent  on  board  ihe  Fleet  prison,  lo  be  there  con- 
fined in  irons  until  further  orders. 

Adjourned  until  4  ho.  P.  M. 

Die  Martis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  July  29,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Peesent — Pierre  Van  CortlanJt,  E.-qr.  President. 

General  Scott,  Mr.  Robt.  Harper,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livinffston, 
.Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Kobt.  II.  Livingston,  Colonel  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Tredwell. 

A  letter  from  General  Putnam,  dated  the  twenty-eighth 
instant,  relative  to  Edmund  Pahner,  who  has  been  tried  at 
Peekskill  and  sentenced  lo  be  hanged  as  a  spy,  was  read, 
and  follows  in  these  words,  to  wit : 

"  Peekskill,  July  28<A,  1777. 

"  Dear  Sir — Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  trial 
and  sentence  of  Edmund  Palmer,  who  went  over  to  the 
enemy.  By  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial  and  their 
finding,  you  will  see  his  crime,  that  he  lurked  in  the  woods 
continually,  surprised  by  night  and  day  the  inhabitants, 
robbed  and  plundered  them  of  their  properly,  and  kept 
ihem  in  a  continual  alarm.  But  what  particularly  demands 
speedy  execution  from  the  military  power,  is  his  being  a 
spy,  lurking  within  our  lines  lo  discover  our  situation  and 
strength,  to  give  intelligence  to  the  enemy  and  to  persuade 
our  people  lo  desert  over  lo  them. 

"I  thought  proper  to  lay  before  the  Honourable  Con- 
vention of  this  Stale  ihe  whole  process  and  judgment  against 
him,  wilh  some  observations  made  thereon,  and  wish  it 
may  meet  their  approbation.  1  wish  that  such  a  line  of 
conduct  might  be  adopted  by  the  military  deparlment  as 
Dot  only  would  not  infringe  upon  the  civil,  but  would  give 
no  just  occasion  of  jealousy. 

"I  shall  expect  advice  from  the  Convention  respecting 
the  proceedings  and  execution  of  Palmer,  by  return  of  the 
bearer,  and  in  case  it  meets  their  approbation  ;  would  ask 
the  favour  of  you,  sir,  to  deliver  the  copy  of  the  trial  and 
sentence,  with  the  observations  made  thereon,  lo  the  prin- 
ter lo  be  published,  as  I  imagine  publications  of  this  kind 
ought  lo  be  made  for  warning  to  others. 
"I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

"  Wilh  the  greatest  respect, 

"You  obt.  humble  servt. 

"ISRAEL  PUTNAM. 

"  Th«  HonbTe.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 

President  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New- York." 

The  proccedmgs  of  the  said  court  martial  relative  to  the 
said  Edmund  Palmer,  were  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  ihe  said  proceedings  be  committed  to  Mr. 
Tredwell,  and  that  he  prepare  a  draft  of  a  letter  in  an- 
swer thereto. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  Stephen  J.  Schuyler,  dated  the 
twenly-lhird  inslHUl,  requcsiing  the  discharge  of  John  Clint 
from  the  Fleet  prison,  was  read  and  filed. 

The  question  being  put,  ii  was  unanimously  agreed  that 
the  said  John  Clynl  be  not  discharged. 

A  Idler  from  Comfort  Sands,  dated  ihis  day,  relative  lo 
a  parcel  of  sugars  belonging  to  Colonel  Joseph  Drake, 
Peter  Van  Dervori,  Ricliardson  Sands  and  himself,  seized 
by  the  Slate  of  Connecticut,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  commilied  to  General 
Scott,  and  that  he  prepare  an  answer  thereto. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  lo  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Esqr.  was  read 
and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  lullowing,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — I  am  directed  lo  inform  you  that  iMr.  Morris  has 
been  requested  lo  repair  lo  llcad-Qu.irlers,  in  order  to  con- 
fer with  the  General  on  the  stale  of  the  northern  army,  so 
lliat  you  will  be  umler  the  necessity  of  acting  alone. 

"  As  ihe  credit  of  our  paper  currency  must  depend  more 
Upon  our  success  than  any  other  measure,  we  wish  you  to 
press  on  ihe  Deputies  from  ihe  eastern  Slates  the  necessity 
of  reinforcing  the  northern  army,  which  is  much  weaker 


than  is  generally  supposed,  and  without  great  efforts  it  will 

be  impossible  to  slop  General  Burgoyne's  progress. 

"Next  lo  this,  taxation  is  the  only  means  of  preserving 
the  credit  of  our  bills  ;  and  if  ihc  same  mode  was  univer- 
sally adopted,  it  would  be  attended  witli  the  desired  effect. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant. 

"John  Sloss  Hobart,  Esqr." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  signed  by 
the  President,  and  transmitted  by  express. 

A  petition  of  Joshua  Haight,  Zophar  Green,  Benjamin 
Jacaks,  Jonathan  Dean  and  Tripp  Mosher,  five  tjuakers 
in  the  Fleet  prison,  praying  liberty  to  return  to  their  laini- 
lies,  was  read  and  filed  ;  and  on  the  question  being  put, 
the  prayer  thereof  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Tredwell  reported,  (according  to  order,)  a  draft  of 
an  answer  to  the  letter  of  Major-General  Pulnaiii's,  which 
was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  followini' 
vizt : 

"  Sir — Yours  of  the  twenty-eighth  instant,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial,  in  the  trial  of 
Edmund  Palmer,  is  come  lo  hand  ;  in  answer  to  which  I 
am  directed  lo  inform  you  that  the  resolutions  of  the  Con- 
vention of  this  Slate,  which  authorized  court  martials  to 
try  persons  guilty  of  treasonable  practices  against  tlie  Slate, 
expired  the  first  day  of  July  instant.  That,  therefore,  if 
any  person  shall  be  apprehended  within  this  Stale  by  the 
army,  for  offences  which,  by  the  Continental  articles  or 
the  common  rules  of  war,  arc  not  cognizable  bv  a  court 
martial,  such  offenders  ought  to  be  delivered  lo  the  civil 
magistrate.  But  that  the  Council  are  clearly  of  opinion 
that  the  case  of  Palmer,  as  a  spy,  is  properly  cognizable 
by  a  court  martial,  and  if  he  is  sentenced  as  such,  iheir 
confirmation  of  the  sentence  is  by  no  means  necessary,  if 
for  the  other  crimes  mentioned  they  are  not  authorized  to 
confirm  it. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  wilh  great  respect,  sir, 
"  Your  most  obt.  humb.  servt. 

'■'  To  the  Honble-  Major-General  FvTHAHi.  ' 

By  order,  a  copy  thereof  was  engrossed,  signed  by  the 
President,  and  delivered  lo  General  Putnam's  me.ssenger. 

General  Scoli  suggested  to  the  Council,  tliat  t!ie  aid  of 
this  Council  or  of  the  future  Legislature  will  be  necessary, 
to  compel  several  persons  to  whom  the  Stale  has  advanced 
money,  lo  account  for  the  same  to  the  Auditor-General,  to 
enable  him  lo  close  the  public  accounts. 
Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Auditor-General  of  this  State  report 
lo  this  Council  a  complete  stale  of  the  public  accounts  of 
this  Stale,  which  falls  within  his  department,  on  T  hursday 
next,  or  assign  his  reasons  for  not  doing  the  same. 

Adjourned  until  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

Juhj  30,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  lo  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Major  Tappen,  .Mr.  Piatt,  Culo.  De  \Vitt,  Mr.  Gilbert  I.ivlncstOD, 
Mr.  Tredwell,  Major  Van  Zandt,  .Mr.  CaiUine,  Mr.  R.  11.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Harper. 

The  petition  of  Hendrick  Klumb,  a  prisoner  on  board 
of  the  Fleet  prison,  selling  forth  the  distresses  ol  his  wife 
and  a  large  family,  and  the  risk  of  losing  Ins  crops  by  his 
confinement,  offering  lo  give  his  property  as  security  for 
his  good  behaviour,  or  lo  lake  the  oaili  of  allegiance  lo  the 
Slate,  and  praying  to  be  discharged,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  he  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance  lo  the  Stale,  and  paying  all  his  fees  and  ex. 
penses. 
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The  petition  of  Richard  Wrag^,  iate  of  Saratoga  in  the 
county  of  Albany,  now  a  prisoner  on  board  the  Fleet  pri- 
son, praying  to  be  discharge(i,  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  commiilee  of  Claverack,  dated  the 
twenty-ninth  instant,  was  read,  and  follows  in  tiiese  words, 
vizt : 

"  In  District  Committee,  Ctarerack,  July  29th,  1777. 

"  This  committee  having  received  from  George  Teter, 
heretofore  an  inhabitant  ot  the  said  district,  and  now  a  pri- 
soner at  Kingston,  for  disatTeclion  to  the  cause  of  American 
freedom,  a  petition,  requesting  this  board  to  recommend 
him  to  the  Council  of  Safety  for  his  discharge. 
"  Thereupon, 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended,  and  it  is  hereby 
recommended  to  the  said  Council  of  Safety,  that  the  said 
George  Teter  be  released  from  confinement  upon  ins  taking 
an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Slate  of  New- York,  and  taking 
an  oath  to  give  testimony  of  all  such  matters  and  things 
which  he  may  know  respecting  any  traitorous  conspiracies 
or  combinations  against  the  liberties  of  America,  and  enter 
into  recognizance  in  the  forfeiture  of  all  his  goods  and 
chattels,  lands  and  tenements,  for  the  faithful  observance 
of  the  resolves  and  regulations  of  Congress,  and  the  Con- 
vention or  Council  of  Safety,  or  future  Legislature  of  this 
State,  and  such  orders  of  this  Committee  or  militia  offi- 
cers of  the  district  as  are  grounded  upon  such  resolves  and 
regulations. 

"LAWRENCE  FONDA,  Chairman:' 
Thereupon, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  said  George  Teter  be 
discharged  on  the  terms  mentioned  in  the  said  recommen- 
dation ;  and  that  one  of  the  Secretaries  be,  and  is  hereby 
authorized  to  administer  to  him  the  oalhs  nithin  men- 
tioned, and  lake  such  bond  or  recognizance  as  is  therein 
mentioned,  and  that  he  be  thereupon  discharged,  paying  his 
fees  and  expenses. 

"Kingston,  in  Ulster  County,  ss. — 1,  George  Teter,  do 
solemnly  swear  and  declare,  in  the  presence  of  Aliiiighty 
God,  that  I  will  bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  Slate 
of  New-York,  as  a  good  and  faithful  subject  of  the  said 
State,  and  will  do  my  duty  as  such  subject  ought  to  do,  so 
help  me  God.  -f" 

"  I,  George  Teter,  do  solemnly  swear  and  declare,  in 
the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  I  will  give  testimony 
to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New- York,  or  to  the 
committee  of  the  district  of  Claverack,  or  to  any  magis- 
trate or  militia  officer  of  all  such  matters  and  things  winch 
I  know,  or  may  hereafter  know,  respecting  any  traitorous 
conspiracies  against  ihe  liberties  of  the  United  American 
States,  or  either  of  them  ;  or  any  combination  against  the 
measures  adopted  by  the  State  of  New-York,  or  any  com-, 
mitiee  in  the  said  State,  for  delence  agamst  the  King  and 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  enemy  or  ene- 
mies whatsoever  ;  So  help  me,  God.  -f-" 

The  bond  of  the  said  George  Teter  to  the  Treasurer  of 
this  State,  in  the  sum  of  conditioned  agreeable  to 

the  request  of  the  committee  of  Claverack,  was  read. 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  reported  ihe  examination  of 
Francis  Horsman,  which  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit : 

"  The  voluntary  examination  of  Francis  Horsman,  a 
prisoner,  of  the  fifty-lhird  reaiment,  lately  taken  near  Fort 
Ann  : — He  says,  that  he  wisiies  to  swear  allegiance  to  this 
State,  and  to  quit  the  British  service,  provided  he  is  not 
forced  to  fight  against  them,  which  his  former  oath  obliged 
him  not  to  do. 

"That  the  regiments  in  Canada  were  stationed  near 
Quebec;  one  at  Montreal,  one  at  St.  John's  and  Cham- 
bly.  That  the  troops  with  Genl.  Burgoyne  consist  of  the 
following  regiments  :  the  Oih,  20th,  21st,  42d,  24th,  53(1, 
62d,  British,  and  almost  4,500  foreigners.    That  each 


company  consists  of  about  62  men,  inclusive  of  officers  ; 
lhal  50  men  from  each  regiment  were  left  in  Canada,  to- 
gether  with  500  foreigners  and  the  81st,  29th  and  34th  re- 
giments; that  there  arc  about  400  Canadians  and  as  many 
Indians  with  General  Burgoyne  ;  liiat  Sir  John  Johnson, 
with  about  a  thousand  men,  exclusive  of  Indians,  had  left 
Montreal,  before  they  quilled  Canada,  in  order  to  pene- 
trate by  the  Mohock's  river." 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  His  Excellency  General  Washing- 
ton was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, vizt : 

"  Sir — We  enclose  your  Excellency  the  examination  of 
a  prisoner,  which  we  have  reason  to  believe  is  true,  as  it 
exactly  corresponds  with  every  other  information  that  we 
have  received  from  that  quarter. 

"  C>ur  army  is  extremely  weak  ;  the  country  exhausted ; 
our  neighbours  languid,  and  our  people  threatened  with  in- 
vasions on  every  quarter. 

"  In  this  stale,  we  can  only  apply  to  your  Excellency  to 
second  our  endeavours ;  without  which  the  enemy  will 
easily  accomplish  the  object  which  they  have  so  long  and 
earnestly  pursued,  and  obtain  full  possession  of  this  State. 

"  Governor  Clinton  will  be  qualified  this  day,  so  that 
your  Excellency's  future  requisitions  from  this  Stale  will 
be  directed  to  him. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
"  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servt. 
"  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  sisined  by 
the  President,  and  transmitted  to  His  E.vcellency  General 
Washington,  together  with  the  intelligence  received  from 
Francis  Horsman. 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Bostock,  William  Preston.  Fran- 
cis Trotter,  John  i\Iacky,  James  Dunn,  Joseph  McGuire 
and  Francis  Horseman,  prisoners,  now  in  Kingston,  was 
read  and  filed. 

Among  other  things,  they  thereby  pray  for  a  supply  of 
clothing.  Thereupon, 

Rusolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  of  this 
Council,  as  commissaries  of  the  prisoners  of  war  in  this 
State,  or  either  of  them,  be  and  hereby  are  authorized  and 
directed  to  receive  from  the  commissary  of  cloihintj,  such 
clothing  as  they  may  find  necessary  for  each  of  the  said 
prisoners  of  war,  ascertaining  the  price  and  value  of  the 
articles  afforded  to  each. 

His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  duly  elected  Governor 
of  this  State,  appeared  in  Council  of  Safety  and  look  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Slate,  and  also  the  oatii  of  office 
of  Governor,  as  prescribed  by  the  ordinance  of  the  Con- 
veniion  of  the  Representatives  of  the  said  Slate,  made 
and  passed  the  eighth  day  of  May  last,  for  organizing  and 
esiablishing  the  government  agreed  to  by  the  said  Conven- 
tion. The  said  oaths  were  administered  by  tlie  President 
in  Council,  and  are  subscribed  on  the  roll  by  the  Governor 
in  Council. 

Thereupon  the  Council  of  Safety  agreed  to  and  ordered 
a  proclamation  foi  declaring  and  proclaiming  the  Governor 
of  this  State,  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  In  Council  of  Safety  for  the  Slate  of  New- York,  ) 
"  July  30,  1777.  J 

"  A  Proclamation. 
"  Whereas  His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  has  been 
duly  elected  Governor  of  this  State  of  New- York,  and 
hath  this  day  qualified  himself  for  the  execution  of  his 
office,  by  taking  in  this  Council  the  oaths  required  by  the 
constitution  of  this  State,  to  enable  him  to  exercise  his  said 
office  :  This  Council  doth,  therefore,  hereby,  in  the  name 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  pro- 
claim and  declare  the  said  (icorge  Clinton,  Esqr.  Gover- 
nor, General  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  all  the  militia, 
and  Admiral  of  the  navy  of  this  State,  to  whom  the  good 
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of  this  State  are  to  pay  all  due  obedience,  accord- 
In*  lo  ihe  laws  and  consiitution  thereof. 

"  By  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

"PIERRE  VAN  CORTLANDT, 

"  President. 

"  God  save  the  people." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Holt  immediately  print  five 
hundred  copies  of  the  said  proclamation. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  proclamation  be  made  and  pu- 
blished by  the  sheriff  of  Ulster  county,  at  or  near  the  court 
house  in  Kingston,  in  Ulster  county,  at  six  o'clock  this 
afternoon. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Captain  Evert  Bogardus 
and  Captain  John  Elmendorph  do  cause  the  companies  of 
militia  under  their  respective  commands  to  appear  at  the 
court  house  in  Kingston,  at  six  o'clock  this  afternoon,  pro- 
perly armed  and  accouiered,  at  which  time  and  place  His 
Excellency  George  Clinton  will  be  proclaimed  Governor 
of  this  Slate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  show  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  all  the  letters  lately  received  from  General 
Schuyler  and  Tryon  county,  and  deliver  to  the  Governor 
copies  of  any  such  of  them  as  he  may  think  proper. 

Adjourned  until  6  ho.  P.  M. 

Die  Mercttrii,  6  ho.  P.  M.  July  30,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Peesent — Pierre  Van  CorUandt,  Esqr.  President. 
GcdI. Scott,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Capt,  Plait,  Major  Van  Zaadt,  Mr.  Gilbt. 
Livingston,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Caniine. 

The  Council  met  and  attended  the  proclamation  of  the 
Governor;  then  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning. 


DIE  JOVIS,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

July  31,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

PU9E.VT — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Piatt,  Colo.  De  Wilt,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Major 
Tmpp'n,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gilbt-  Livingston, 
GcbI  Scott. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  brought  in  certain  resolutions 
relative  to  the  militia  that  may  be  drafted,  or  called  out 
into  service.  The  same  were  considered  and  read  by  pa- 
ragraphs. After  some  lime  spent  therein,  it  was  referred 
for  farther  consideration. 

A  message  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  by  Major 
Lush,  was  received,  read,  and  follows  in  ihese  words, 
Tizl: 

"  Gentlemen — I  have  perused  the  sundry  letters  from 
Gen!.  Schuyler,  and  other  papers,  copies  of  which  by  an 
order  of  your  House  of  yesterday,  were  to  be  delivered  to 
me  by  your  Secretary. 

"  Our  public  affairs  in  the  northern  department  are  in  a 
situation  that  demands  particular  attention,  and  ihe  utmost 
exertions  of  military  force,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  pur- 
suing their  late  advantages,  and  penetrating  farther  into 
this  State  ;  and  I  should  be  happy  were  it  in  my  power  to 
order  out  a  reinforcement  of  miliiia  equal  lo  Genl.  Schuy- 
ler's expectations. 

"By  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washinmon's  letter  to  me, 
dated  the  25th  July  inst.  (a  copy  of  which  will  be  here- 
with delivered,)  you  will  observe  that  he  meniions  the  ex- 
pediency of  immediately  calling  out  liom  the  States  of 
Connecticut  and  New-York,  from  one  thousand  to  fifteen 
hundred  men  of  the  militia,  to  occupy  tlie  posts  and  rein- 
force the  garrisons  in  the  Highlands  ;  this  number,  with 
the  Continental  troops  which  will  be  left  there,  alter  giving 
a  proper  support  to  Genl.  Schuyler,  will,  in  His  Excellen- 
cy's opinion,  be  sufficient. 


"  The  proportion  to  be  furnished  by  this  Slate  is  five 
hundred,  and  it  shall  be  my  first  business  to  issue  the  ne- 
cessary orders  for  marching  them  to  the  respective  stations 
for  which  they  are  intended. 

"  I  am  nevertheless  apprehensive  that  1  shall  find  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  lo  complete  even  this  small  niiinber.  The 
Continental  pay  and  rations  being  far  bcluw  the  wages 
given  for  ordinary  labour,  the  difference  becomes  a  tax, 
rendered  by  personal  service,  and  as  the  triun  band  lists, 
from  the  exemption  arising  from  age,  olficc  and  other 
causes,  consists  chiefly  of  the  middling  and  lower  class 
of  people,  this  extraordinary  tax  is  altogether  paul  hy  ihein. 
Add  lo  this  that  unless  a  proportionate  number  is  called 
outol  each  county,  which  in  most  cases  is  inexpedient,  the 
counties  raising  the  most  men  are,  upon  the  same  pnnci- 
ple,  charged  with  an  extra  tax  to  which  the  other  parts  of 
the  community  do  not  contribute. 

"  These  reasons  are  so  obvious  as  lobe  generally  under- 
stood and  complained  of,  and  unless  those  exercisinir  the 
legislative  power  of  the  State  shall,  in  iheir  wisdom,  spee- 
dily devise  some  plan  on  which  those  inconveniences  will 
be  obviated,  I  am  extremely  apprehensive  that  any  orders 
for  calling  detachments  to  the  field  for  a  limited  lime,  will 
be  hereafter  not  so  duly  obeyed  as  the  nature  of  iiiiliiary 
command  and  the  good  of  the  service  absolutely  require. 

"It  would  be  needless  to  observe  to  you,  gentlemen, 
that  though  my  office  as  Governor  gives  me  the  command 
of  the  militia,  I  am  not  vested  with  authority  to  promise 
even  the  Continental  pay  and  subsistence  to  any  greater 
number  of  men  than  those  required  of  me  by  His  t^xcel- 
lency  the  Commander-in-Chief,  whose  requisition  entitles 
those  who  are  called  into  actual  service  in  consequence 
thereof  to  a  compensation  from  the  Continent  at  larrre. 

"  GEO.  CLINTON. 

"Kingston,  3Ut  July,  ITU." 

The  copy  of  the  letter  from  General  Washington  (refer- 
red to  in  the  said  message)  to  the  Governor,  was  then  read, 
and  follows  in  these  words,  vizt : 

"  Pumplon  Plains,  25th  July,  1777. 

"Dear  Sir — Yours  of  yesterday  reached  me  at  this 
place.  Considering  the  situalion  in  which  you  say  the 
hard  bread  is,  instead  of  bringing  it  forward,  I  have  direct- 
ed Genl.  Sullivan's  and  Lord  Stirling's  divisions  to  draw 
three  days'  provisions  each  before  they  leave  King's  ferry. 
If  any  remains  after  supplying  them  it  may  be  sent  back 
to  the  forts. 

"  Whether  the  enemy's  real  designs  are  southward  or 
eastward,  in  order  to  oppose  ihem  effectually  and  to  tjive 
proper  support  to  Gen.  Schuyler,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  u'raw 
off  a  considerable  part  of  the  present  force  from  Pcekskill, 
and  there  can  be  no  substitute  but  niililia  under  our  pre- 
sent circumstances.  I  think  it  would  be  expedient  imme- 
diately to  call  in  from  one  thousand  to  fifteen  hundred  from 
the  Stales  of  New-York  and  Connecticut;  the  proportions 
I  leave  to  be  settled  between  Genl.  Putnam  and  yourself. 

"  I  do  not  apprehend  much  danger  from  the  garrison 
that  is  left  in  New-York,  but  were  the  posts  up  the  river 
left  in  too  def_^nceless  a  state,  it  might  be  a  lemptation  for 
them  to  seize  them. 

"  I  have  desired  Genl.  Putnam  to  make  a  demand  of  as 
many  of  the  Connecticut  militia  as  you  and  he  shall  allot 
to  ihem. 

"  I  do  not  know  what  number  of  militia  arc  at  present 
in  service,  but  I  do  not  mean  one  thousand  or  fifteen  hun- 
dred exclusive  of  ihem.  That  number  allogeilier,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Continental  troops,  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  suffi- 
cient. 

"  I  am,  dear  sir, 

"  Your  most  obcd.  servt. 

"GO.  WASHINGTON. 

"  Genl.  CuirroN." 

Ordered,  That  General  Scott  and  Mr.  Robt.  R,  Living- 
ston be  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  Governor  on  the 
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subject  of  his  said  message,  and'  to  report  to  the  Council 
thereon ;  and  that  tlie  furilier  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tions relative  to  the  miliiia,  winch  liavc  been  in  considera- 
tion tiiis  morning,  be  deferred  untd  llie  report  of  sucii  con- 
ference. 

Adjourned  until  4  ho.  P.  M. 

Die  Jovis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  July  31,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  CortlanJt,  Esqr.  President. 

Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Cantinc,  Colo.  Ue  Witt,  Mr.  Gilbt.  LIving.ston, 
Major  Tappen,  iMr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr. 
Plait,  Major  Van  ZanJt. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tions, the  consideration  whereof  was  postponed  until  this 
afternoon. 

General  Scott  and  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston  reported 
that  they  had  conferred  with  His  E.xcellency  the  Governor, 
on  the  subject  of  his  message. 

The  said  resolutions  bemg  ajiain  read,  were  then  read 
by  paragraphs  and  agreed  to  and  are  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, vizt : 

Whereas  it  hath  pleased  Almighty  God,  for  the  trial  of 
our  virtue  and  the  punishment  of  our  manifold  offences,  to 
direct  the  operations  of  the  enemy's  arms  against  this 
State,  and  hath  thereby  not  only  called  on  us  to  repent  sin- 
cerely of  our  sins  but  manfully  to  maintain  those  mestinia- 
ble  privileges  which  he  hath  graciously  been  pleased  to  be 
stow,  and  will,  as  we  firmly  hope  merciiully  continue  to  us, 
if  we  are  not  wanting  to  ourselves  :  And  whereas  it  hath 
been  represented  to  this  Council,  that  many  able  bodied  men 
withdrew  themselves  from  the  service  of  their  country  under 
the  exemption  grant  by  the  militia  law  and  refuse  to  con- 
tribute any  thing  to  the  expense  of  such  as  go  into  actual 
service  :  Tiierefore 

Resolved,  That  upon  any  future  drafts  from  the  militia, 
all  persons  below  the  age  of  si.xiy  years  as  well  such  as 
are  exempt  by  ofHce  or  profession  as  otherwise;  and  all 
who  have  heretofore  borne  commissions,  (except  such  as 
are  hereafter  excepted)  shall  be  forthwith  enrolled  with 
the  captains  of  the  company  in  whose  beat  they  reside  ; 
and  that  previous  to  such  draft,  the  field  officers  of  the  re- 
giment to  which  such  exempts  belong,  shall  chose  two  sub- 
stantial freeholders  out  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  the 
said  regiment ;  who,  in  case  of  any  disagreement,  may 
choose  a  third,  to  be  assessors  of  the  said  regiment ;  which 
said  assessors  having  taken  an  oath  before  the  officers 
commanding  the  regiment  to  act  with  justice  and  impar- 
tiality shall  before  any  draft  made,  assess  the  said  exempts 
for  their  personal  service,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  that 
personal  service  and  their  estates.  Provided  that  such  as- 
sessment shall  not  exceed  ten  dollars  for  every  month  for 
which  such  militia  shall  be  drafted,  nor  less  than  one 
dollar  per  month ;  which  money  so  assessed  shall,  if  un- 
paid after  notice  given  be  levied  in  like  manner  as  llie 
I  fines  of  each  regiment  are,  and  given  as  a  bounty  to 

i  such  of  the  regiment  as  enter  into  the  service  for  the  time 

I  for  which  such  draft  is  ordered  to  be  made, 

r  Provided  nevertheless,  if  any  exempt  shall  prefer  stand- 

'  ing  his  draft  to  paying  the  sum  assessed,  it  shall  be  at 

I  his  option  so  to  do,  and  in  case  of  iiis  being  drafted,  he 

!  shall  go  into  actual  service  or  find  a  person  to  serve  in  his 

1  stead. 

i  Resolved,  That  the  above  resolutions  shall  not  extend 

j  to  such  persons  as  shall  have  procured  a  soldier  to  enlist  in 

■  either  of  the  Continental  battalions  directed  to  be  raised  in 

j  this  State  agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of  the  late  Conven- 

tion, of  the  third  day  of  April  last,  or  the  several  resolu- 
tions of  this  Council  continuing  the  same,  nor  to  members 
of  the  Legislature  or  their  necessary  officers,  nor  to  judges, 
justices  and  the  sheriffs  wiio  have  qualified  under  the  pre- 
sent constitution,  nor  to  ministers  of  the  gospel,  nor  to  the 
chairman  and  two  members  of  the  county  committee  to  be 
chosen  either  by  vote  of  the  said  committee  or  by  lot,  nor  to 


the  chairman  and  two  members  of  every  precinct  or  district 
committee  to  be  chosen  in  like  manner,  who  are  hereby 
empowered  to  act  in  case  the  other  members  of  such  com- 
mittee should  be  drafted  in  like  manner  as  if  they  were 
the  majority  of  such  committee,  nor  to  inliim  men  whose 
estates  do  not  exceed  the  value  of  two  hundred  pounds,  to 
be  determined  by  the  said  assessors. 

It  is  nevertheless  earnestly  recommended  to  all  those 
who  are  by  their  civil  appointments  prevented  from  render- 
ing personal  services  in  a  military  line,  to  encourage  the 
draft  by  generous  contributions  in  like  manner  as  li  lliey 
had  been  actually  assessed. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  resolutions  shall  continue  in 
force  until  twenty  days  after  the  meeting  of  the  future  Le- 
gislature, unless  sooner  repealed. 

And  whereas  many  exempts  and  officers  who  have  here- 
tofore borne  commissions  in  the  county  of  Dutchess,  liave 
voluntarily  associated  themselves  for  the  defence  of  Ameri- 
can liberty. 

Resolved,  That  such  of  the  said  exempts  as  choose  to 
render  personal  service,  shall  be  permitted  to  go  out  with 
the  militia,  under  the  command  of  such  officers  as  they 
shall  have  chosen,  notwithstanding  any  assessment  which 
may  have  been  made  upon  them  in  the  regiment  in  which 
they  are  enrolled  by  virtue  of  the  above  resolutions,  and 
in  case  any  of  the  said  exempts  shall  rather  choose  to  pay 
the  said  sum  so  as  above  assessed,  it  shall  be  paid  in  hke 
manner  as  if  they  had  not  associated  to  the  use  of  the  re- 
giments in  which  he  or  they  are  enrolled  as  above. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Holt  immediately  print  two  hundred 
copies  thereof. 

General  Scott  and  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  in  pursu- 
ance of  their  conference  with  the  Governor,  reported  the 
following  resolutions,  which  were  read  by  paragraphs  and 
unanimously  agreed  to,  vizt : 

Whereas  the  Honourable  the  Congress,  His  Excellency 
General  Washington  and  the  Honourable  Major-General 
Schuyler,  have  made  requisitions  from  the  militia  of  this 
State  to  reinforce  the  army  on  the  northern  frontiers  and 
the  garrisons  of  the  fortresses  in  the  Highlands, 

Resolved,  That  Continental  pay  and  rations  be  advanced 
on  behalf  of  the  Continent,  to  all  such  militia  as  tfis  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor  shall  think  proper  to  call  out  in  con- 
sequence of  the  above  requisitions. 

Resolved,  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  be  empow- 
ered to  draw  upon  the  treasury  of  this  Slate  for  any  sum 
not  exceeding  three  thousand  pounds,  in  order  to  answer 
the  present  exigencies  of  the  State,  and  to  account  tor 
the  same  with  the  Legislature  thereof. 

Captain  Schoonmaker,  at  his  request  being  admitted, 
informed  the  Council,  that  by  order  of  Colonel  Hornebeck, 
fifteen  men  of  his  regiment  are  arrived  at  this  place  to  con- 
tinue the  guard  at  Kingston,  in  obedience  to  an  order  of 
this  Council.  Captain  Schoonmaker  farther  informed  the 
Council  that  he  has  thirty  men  in  liis  company  to  keep  the 
said  guard  :  Therefore, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  militia  of  Colonel  Hornebeck's 
regiment  be  discharged,  and  that  Mr.  McKesson,  one  of 
the  Secretaries,  inform  Colonel  Hornbcck  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Elmendorpli  that  Captain  Schoonmaker's  company 
is  sufficient  for  that  guard  at  present,  and  diat  therefore 
their  regiments  are  excused  from  furnishing  any  men  for 
that  purpose  until  further  order. 

Mr.  Piatt  produced  an  account  of  Elias  Hasbrouck, 
amounting  to  four  pounds  and  four  pence,  for  provisions 
furnished  to  (llaptain  Castle,  on  board  of  the  sloop  Camden, 
on  the  fifth  day  of  June  last,  for  the  support  of  the  prison- 
ers in  the  Fleet  prison. 

Ordered,  That  Cornelius  E.  Elmendorph  pay  to  the 
said  Elias  Hasbrouck  the  said  four  pounds  and  four  pence, 
taking  a  receipt  for  the  same,  and  charge  the  Slate  there- 
with in  his  accounts  as  commissary  for  the  said  prison. 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  having  lately  waited  on  His 
Excellency  General  Washington  by  order  of  this  Council, 
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dvisc  with  His  Excellency  relative  to  the  aids  ncces- 

'  for  the  army  in  the  norlliern  department,  whereby  he 
f^^jpended  five  pounds  sixteen  shillings. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
gaid  Kobt.  R.  Livingston  the  sum  of  five  pounds  sixteen 
fhillings,  for  his  disbursements  expended  ior  the  mainte- 
nance of  Johannes  Frear,  liis  attendant,  and  himself,  while 
on  that  service. 

A  letter  from  Comfort  Sands,  Esqr.  Auditor-General, 
relative  to  the  several  sums  of  monev  due  to  the  State  and 
unaccounted  for,  was  read.  He  thereby  assigns  the  rea- 
sons why  the  public  accounts  are  unsettled,  and  enclosed 
8  list  and  account  of  the  arms  and  accoutrements  delivered 
to  the  several  regiments  which  were  raised  and  served  in 
Uiis  Slate  during  last  campaign. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  enclosures  be  com- 
mitted to  >Ir.  Piatt  and  Major  Tappen,  to  report  thereon. 

A  letter  from  Philip  Brooks,  now  a  prisoner  at  Kingston, 
to  his  wife  Elizabeth,  was  delivered  to  the  Council,  to  be 
perused  for  their  consent  to  have  it  forwarded. 

The  Council  determined  that  the  said  letter  is  impudent, 
and  conuins  several  falsehoods. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  filed  with  the  Secretaries. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Henry  Benson  attend  the  Coun- 
cil to-morrow,  or  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  received  notice  ; 
and  that  the  Secretary  send  him  notice  thereof. 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

August  1,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayers  as  usual. 
Pmse.tt — Pierre  Van  Cortland  t,  Esqr.  President. 
.Major  Tappen,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston, 
ilr.  Cantine,  Major  Van  Zandl,  Mr.  TredwEll,  Mr.  Harpur. 

A  letter  from  Robert  Livingston,  Esqr.  dated  yesterday, 
»cnl  by  express,  accompanying  a  letter  from  Colo.  Peter 
R.  Livingston,  dated  Hartford,  the  twenty-ninth  July  ult. 
was  received  and  read. 

The  following  letter  to  Govt.  Trumbull  was  read  and 
agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  Kingston,  Jlugust  1st,  1777. 

"  Sir — It  gives  us  pain  at  this  critical  and  alarming  sea- 
•on,  lo  trouble  you  wiih  private  cases  ;  but  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  Council  at  all  times  to  e.xtend  their  protection  to  the 
good  subjects  of  this  State.  Mr.  Comfort  Sands,  our  Au- 
ditor-General, has,  in  behalf  cf  himself,  Mr.  Peter  Van- 
dervoort.  Colonel  Joseph  Drake  and  Mr.  Richardson  Sands, 
all  subjects  of  this  Stale,  made  application  to  us  for  the 
interposition  of  this  Council,  concerning  a  quantity  of  su- 
gars, their  property,  detained  in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
Prom  his  information,  their  case  is  as  follows  : 

"In  the  months  of  October  and  November  last,  those 
gentlemen  purchased  SO  hhds.  of  sugar  at  Providence,  in 
the  State  of  Rhode- Island,  which,  at  the  time  of  the  ene- 
my's descent  on  that  island,  they  transported  to  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  with  intent  to  import  them  by  land  into  this 
State.  Soon  after  the  importations  of  those  sugars  into 
Connecticut,  a  law  was  passed  in  your  Slate  to  prevent  the 
exportation  of  West  India  goods,  without  a  special  permit 
from  the  Governor.  We  are  further  informed  by  those 
gentlemen,  that  some  time  since  they  obtained  a  permit  to 
convey  their  whole  quantity  of  sugars  out  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut.  That  in  consequence  of  such  permit  they 
did  export  a  part  of  them,  and  that  in  ailempiing  to  export 
three  hhds.  and  one  tierre,  that  quantity  was  seized  by  the 
sherifF  of  Hartford,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  in  your  slate. 
They  further  allege  that  they  have  been  offered  for  iheir 
sugar  £3  6s.  lawful ;  the  price  limited  by  a  law  of  your 
State,  a  price  which  they  say  is  greatly  below  the  first  co.st. 

"The  aforesaid  gentlemen  are  all  refugees  from  dillercnt 
paru  of  this  State  which  are  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 


and  those  of  them  who  reside  in  your  State,  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  voluntary  residents  ;  and  in  this  view  are  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  except  that  of  a  temporary  allegiance 
to  Connecticut,  subjects  to  this  Slate.  VVe  tiatter  ourselves 
that  our  brethren  of  Connecticut  feel  for  the  calamities  of 
the  subjects  of  this  Stale  too  sensibly  to  add  to  their  dis- 
tress. Be  pleased,  sir,  lo  consider,  that  by  whatever  laws 
the  wisdom  of  your  government  may  think  it  necessary  to 
bind  the  proper  subjects  of  your  Slate,  great  iiululgciices 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  our  much  distressed  and  uiihaiipy 
subjects.  Excluded  as  we  are  from  the  benefit  of  the  sea- 
port towns  of  this  State  by  an  unrelenting  enemy,  who 
have  made  New-York  ihe  seat  of  war,  our  sister'  States 
afford  the  only  passage  for  the  introduction  of  forei-iii  ne- 
cessaries into  this  Slate. 

"  If  therefore,  sir,  the  laws  of  your  State  should  be  so 
framed  as  by  their  letter  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  those 
necessaries  acquired  by  our  subjects  out  of  your  Stale,  we 
hope  you  will  interpose  with  your  Legislature  and  endea- 
vour lo  procure  an  exemption  in  favour  of  the  subjects  of 
this  State  to  the  end  that  the  only  channel  of  necessary  im- 
ports may  not  be  shut  up  against  us. 

"  We  are  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem, 

"  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servants. 
"By  order  of  the  Council. 
"  His  Excy.  Govr.  Trumbull.'' 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  signed  by 
the  President,  and  transmitted  to  His  Excellency. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  SABBATI,  10  no.  a.  m. 

August  2,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

PKE3ENT— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  Prest. 

Mr.  Harper,  Major  Tappen,  Colo.  De  AVUt,  Mr.  Cantine,  General 
Scott,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Piatt,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  K.  K.  Living- 
ston. 

A'lelter  from  the  committees  of  Albany,  dated  the  thirty- 
first  July,  informing  of  their  apprehensions  of  the  enemy's 
approaching  Fort  Schuyler,  and  requesting  a  reinforcement 
of  the  militia  of  Ulster  and  Dutchess,  and  enclosing  an  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Gansevoort  to  Colonel  Van 
Schaick,  dated  Fort  Schuyler,  July  the  twenty-eight,  and 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Spencer,  at  Oneida,  re- 
lative to  the  disposition  of  the  Indians,  was  read,  and  is  m 
the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Albany  Committee  Chamber,  ? 

"3Ut  July,  177.  i 
"  Sir — From  the  enclosed  advices  you  will  be  informed 
that  the  enemy  are  approaching  towards  Fort  Schuyler.  It 
gives  us  pain  to  observe  to  you  that  it  is  our  opinion  our 
forces  in  either  the  northern  and  western  communicalions 
are  inadequate  to  oppose  the  numbers  that  arc  advancing 
against  them.  Gen.  Schuyler  has  with  him  1,000  of  the  mili- 
lia  of  tins  counf, ,  as  great  a  number  as  can  be  sent,  allow- 
ing a  small  part  lo  gather  in  the  harvest.  Those  that  are  in 
the  service,  and  the  disaffected,  makes  a  considerable  part 
of  our  county.  The  greatest  part  of  the  militia  from  the 
eastward  that  agreed  to  stay  with  the  General  have  since 
deserted. 

"  The  ravages  committed  by  the  enemy,  without  respect 
to  persons,  sex  or  a<;e,  make  our  situation  truly  deplorable. 
If  some  of  the  militia  from  Ulster  or  Dutchess  counties 
were  sent,  it  would  be  of  infinite  service. 

"  We  are  sir,  with  respect, 

"  Your  very  hum.  servts. 
"  By  order,         JOHN  BARCLAY,  Chairman. 

"  To  the  Honble.  the  President 

of  the  Council  of  Safety.'' 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colo.  Gansevoort,  to  Colo.  Van 
Schaick,  dated  Fort  Schuyler,  28th  July,  1777. 
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"  De&r  Sir — Yesterday  at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
our  garrison  was  alarmed  with  the  firing  of  four  guns.  A 
party  of  men  was  instantly  despatched  to  the  place  where 
the  guns  were  fired,  whicli  was  in  the  edge  of  the  woods, 
about  500  yards  from  the  fort ;  but  they  were  too  late.  The 
villains  were  fled,  alter  having  shot  three  girls,  who  were 
out  picking  raspberries,  two  of  whom  were  lying  scalped 
and  tomahawked  ;  one  dead  and  the  other  expiring,  who 
died  in  about  half  an  hour  after  she  was  brought  home. 
The  third  had  two  balls  through  her  shoulder,  but  made 
cut  to  make  her  escape.  Her  wounds  are  not  thought  dan- 
gerous ;  but  by  the  best  discoveries  we  have  made,  there 
were  four  Indians  who  perpetrated  these  murders. 

"  I  had  four  men  with  arms  just  passed  that  place,  but 
these  mercenaries  of  Britain  come  not  to  figlit,  but  to  lie 
in  wait  to  murder ;  and  it  is  equally  the  same  to  them,  if 
they  can  get  a  scalp,  whether  it  is  from  a  soldier  or  an 
innocent  babe. 

"  I  was  this  dav  informed  by  an  Oneida  chief,  who  has 
lately  been  to  Canada,  by  the  Honourable  Alajor-General 
Schuyler's  orders,  that  Colo.  Butler  is  at  Oswego  wuh  500 
Indians,  and  that  Sir  John  Johnson  is  just  at  the  other  side 
of  Oswego  with  1,000  men,  consisting  of  regular  troops, 
and  the  remamder  Canadians  and  tories;  and  that  Sir  John 
had  sent  orders  to  Colo.  Butler  to  send  off  130  Indians 
from  Oswego,  to  stop  the  communication  ;  and  the  main 
army  under  the  command  of  Sir  John,  would  pay  us  a 
visit  in  eight  days'  time.  Sir  John  gives  the  Indians  tlie 
fullest  assurance,  that  when  he  makes  his  appearance  be- 
fore this  garrison,  that  we  will  run  off  and  leave  our  post. 
I  doubt  not  but  he  will  find  himself  greatly  mistaken  ; 
and  I  trust  we  will  be  able  to  give  him  such  a  warm  recep- 
tion, that  he  will  give  up  all  hopes  of  ever  seeing  his  old 
habitation. 

"  Agreeable  to  your  orders,  we  have  obstructed  Wood 
creek. 

"  Yours,  &c. 
"PETER  GANSEVOORT." 

Another  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  dated  yes- 
terday, was  received,  read,  and  follows  in  these  words,  to 
wit  : 

"  Albany  Committee  Chamber,  1st  August,  1777. 

"  HoND.  Sir — The  enemy  are  now  at  Fort  Edward, 
with  their  main  body;  our  army  has  retreated  to  Saratoga. 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  presence  of  the 
Council  of  Safety  here,  would  be  of  infinite  service  to  the 
great  cause  in  which  we  are  embarked,  as  it  would  awe 
the  disaffected,  and  animate  iht;  timid,  and  that  they  will 
have  it  in  their  power  more  effectually  to  raise  the  strength 
of  the  country,  and  procure  assistance  from  the  neighbour- 
ing States  to  reinforce  our  army. 

"If  the  Council  of  Safety  should  coincide  in  this  opi- 
nion, which  is  the  sincere  wish  of  this  committee,  I  am 
ordered  earnestly  to  request  their  presence  here  with  all 
possible  despatch. 

"I  am,  Hon.  sir,  your  most  obt.  hum.  servt 

"  By  order. 
"  JOHN  BARCLAY,  Chairman. 
"  The  Honble.  the  President 

of  the  Council  of  Safety. ' 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  immediately  wait  upon 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  wuh  the  said  letter. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  committee  of  Albany,  in  answer 
to  theirs  received  this  day,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Sir — In  answer  to  yours  of  the  thirty-first  ultimo  and 
yesterday,  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  that  since  the 
Governor  has  been  qualified,  the  executive  powers  of  the 
State  are  vested  in  him  by  the  constitution  ;  therefore,  that 
to  him  alone  all  applications  respecting  the  militia  should 
be  made. 

"Your  letters  have  been  laid  before  him,  and  he  has 
informed  us  that  he  has  taken  the  necessary  steps  to  raise 
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and  forward  the  militia  in  the  most  expeditious  manner  in 
his  power. 

"  The  Council  having  no  executive  powers,  could  be  of 
no  use  to  you  by  removing  to  Albany. 

"  I  am,  with  respect,  sir, 
"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 
"  John  Barclay,  Esqr.  Chairman  of  the 

Committee  of  Albany." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  transmitted  by  express. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lasher,  or  his  deputy,  do  em- 
ploy all  the  armourers  in  this  town,  to  repair  all  the  arms 
in  his  custody,  without  delay  ;  and  also  to  continue  making 
cartridges  of  different  sizes  until  further  order. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  4  ho.  P.  M. 


DIE  SOLIS,  4  HO.  p.  M. 

August  3,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prese.n-t— Gent.  Scott,  Mr.  Yates,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr. 
Piatt,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Harper. 

For  the  want  of  the  President,  (who  being  prevented  by 
the  rain  from  crossing  the  river,)  the  members  present 
adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  LUNiE,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

August  4,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual.  i. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr  Yates,  Mr.  Harper.  Mr.  Piatt,  Major  Van  Zandt, 
Major  Tappen,  Colonel  De  Wilt,  General  acoU. 

A  letter  from  Major-Gcneral  Schuyler,  dated  the  first 
day  of  August  instant,  at  Saratoga,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Thomas  Spencer,  dated  at  Oneida,  July  the 
twenty-ninth,  were  respectively  read,  and  follows  in  these 
words,  vizt : 

"Saratoga,  August  1,  1777. 

"  Sir — The  letter,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  I 
received  a  lew  moments  ago,  with  a  large  belt  of  waaipum, 
from  the  Indians  by  express.  The  troops  under  my  imme- 
diate command,  arc  already  too  weak  to  maintain  our 
ground  against  Burgoyne ;  and  should  I  detach  any  to 
oppose  the  enemy  expected  from  the  westward,  it  would 
involve  the  army  in  this  quarter  in  additional  difficulties, 
and  God  knows  we  have  a  large  share  already. 

"  I  have  desired  Colonel  Van  Scliaick  to  apply  for  all  the 
militia  of  Schoharie,  Diianesburuh,  fSchencctady  and  Tryon 
county,  that  can  be  collected  ;  but  1  foresee  that  nothing 
will  be  effected,  unless  a  committee  of  your  Body  is  de- 
puted to  repair  to  Albany.  Give  me  leave,  therefore,  most 
earnestly  to  beg  that  measures  may  be  immediately  adopt- 
ed, as  the  greatest  exertions  are  requisite  to  baffle  the 
efforts  of  the  enemy,  and  to  prevent  them  from  possessing 
themselves  of  this  Slate. 

"  Yesterday,  by  the  unanimous  advice  of  the  general 
officers,  I  moved  the  army  to  this  place,  as  the  ground  we 
occupied  was  too  extensive  tor  the  troops  we  have,  nor  was 
it  possible  to  contract  them  without  exposing  us  to  imme- 
diate ruin. 

"  I  have  been  on  horseback  all  day  reconnoitering  the 
country  for  a  place  to  encamp  on,  that  will  give  us  a 
chance  of  stopping  the  enemy's  career.  I  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  find  a  spot  that  has  the  least  prospect  of  an- 
swering the  purpose,  and  1  believe  you  will  soon  learn  that 
we  are  retired  still  further  south. 

"  Yesterday  I  was  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  28th 
July,  enclosing  sundry  papers.    I  am  very  apprehensive 
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that  a  systematical  submission  will  take  place  in  this  quar- 
ter of  tlic  country,  for  nothing  can  equal  the  codsleriiaiion 
of  tlic  people-  The  niiliiia  are  daily  decreasing,  and  I 
have  no  prospect  of  a  reinforcement  irom  any  of  the  eastern 
Stales.  I  wish  I  could  say  that  tlie  troo[)s  under  my  com- 
niand  were  in  good  spirits;  they  are  quite  otlicrwise.  Under 
Uicse  disagreeable  circumstances,  the  enemy  are  acquiring 
strength  and  advancing. 

1  doubt  not  but  the  Council  of  Safety  will  make  the 
utmost  exertions  to  afTord  me  succour.  I  wish  they  may 
be  such  as  to  enable  me  to  face  the  enemy  in  the  field. 

Should  we  bo  rendered  capable  of  giving  diem  a  check 
before  any  attempt  is  made  on  the  Mohawk  river,  I  trust 
they  would  soon  be  ruined.  I  am  not  without  hopes  on 
this  head. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

"  Your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

"  PH.  SCHUYLER. 

"  The  Honble.  Pierre  Van  Cobtlandt^  &c.  &c." 

"  Oneida,  July  29th,  1777. 
"  Sir — At  a  meeting  of  the  chiefs,  they  tell  me  that 
Uicrc  is  but  four  days  remaining  of  the  time  set  for  the 
King's  troops  to  come  to  Fort  Schuyler ;  and  they  think  it 
likely  they  will  be  here  sooner.  The  chiefs  desire  the 
commanding  officers  ot  Fort  Schuyler  to  exert  themselves 
in  their  defence — not  make  a  Ticonderoga  of  it ;  but  they 
hope  you  will  be  courageous.  They  desire  General  Schuy- 
ler may  have  this  with  speed,  and  send  a  good  army  here ; 
there  is  nothing  to  do  at  Psew-York  ;  we  think  there  are 
men  to  be  spared.  We  expect  the  road  is  stopped  to  the 
inhabitants  by  a  party  through  the  woods.  We  shall  be  sur- 
rounded as  soon  as  they  come.  This  may  be  our  last  ad- 
vise, as  these  soldiers  are  part  of  those  that  are  to  hold  a 
treaty.  Send  this  to  the  committee.  As  soon  as  they  re- 
ceive it  let  the  militia  rise  up  and  come  to  Fort  Schuvlcr. 
To-morrow  we  are  going  to  the  Three  Rivers  to  the  treaty. 
We  expect  to  meet  the  warriors  ;  and  when  we  come  there 
and  declare  we  are  for  peace,  we  expect  to  be  used  with 
indifference,  and  sent  away.  Let  all  the  troops  that  come 
lo  Fort  Schuyler  take  care  on  their  march,  as  there  is  a 
party  of  Indians  to  slop  the  road  below  the  fort,  about  50 
or  100.  We  hear  they  are  to  bring  their  cannon  up  the 
creek.  We  liear  there  are  one  thousand  going  lo  meet  the 
enemy.  Wc  advise  not.  The  army  is  too  large  for  so  few 
men  to  defend  ilic  fort.  We  send  a  belt  of  eight  rows  to 
confirm  the  truth  of  what  we  say.  It  looks  likely  to  me 
the  troops  arc  near.  I  hope  ail  friends  to  liberty,  and  that 
love  their  families,  will  not  be  backward,  but  exert  ttiem- 
sclves,  as  one  resolute  blow  would  secure  the  fiiendship  of 
the  Six  Nations,  and  almost  free  this  part  of  the  country 
from  the  excursions  of  the  enemy. 

"  Your  vcrv  humble  servant  and  well  wisher, 

"THOS.  SPENCER. 

"  To  the  ofRcers  of  Fort  Schuyler  and 
the  committee  on  Moiiawk  river,  so 
on  to  Gcnl.  Schuyler.  ' 
"  (Copy.)" 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  upon  His  Excellen- 
cy the  Governor,  wiih  the  said  letter  and  enclosures. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Schoonmaker  do  immediately 
make  return  to  this  Board  of  his  company,  as  well  officers 
as  men,  together  with  the  limes  ot  their  respective  enlist- 
ments ;  and  that  he  cause  such  of  them  as  arc  not  on  duty, 
to  be  paraded  at  the  court  house  at  six  o'clock  this  after- 
noon, rendering  an  account  of  such  as  do  not  appear. 

Adjourned  until  this  afiernoon  4  o'clock. 

Die  Lun^,  4  ho  P.  M.  August  4,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  lo  adjournment. 

Pbisent— Pierre  Van  CorllanUt,  Esqr.  President. 
Gent.  Scott,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Major  Tappen,  Colo.  Dewitt,  Mr. 
Harper,  Mr.  Flail,  Mr.  Yales,  Mr.  Tredwell. 

On  reading  a  letter  from  Thaddeus  Crane,  Esquire,  in- 
forming that  he  received  a  wound  in  repulsing  tiie  enemy 


at  Ridgfield,  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  April  last,  which 
confined  him  to  his  bed  for  a  long  lime,  by  which  he  was 
put  to  great  expense  and  loss  of  time,  and  dcsiviiig  lo 
know  from  the  Council  whether  he  is  lo  receive  any  wanes 
or  relief,  and  where  to  apply  for  the  same  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  inform  Jlr.  Crane  that 
ihe  Council  are  of  opinion  that  ii  would  be  improper  to 
enter  into  the  consideration  of  his  case  at  present,  as, 
without  doubt,  there  are  many  others  in  the  like  circum- 
stances, and  therefore  recommend  it  lo  him  to  luv  his  case 
before  the  Legislature  at  their  first  meeting. 

Captain  Schoonmaker,  according  to  order,  delivered  in 
a  return  of  his  company,  which  was  paraded  at  liie  court 
house,  by  which  it  appears  that  there  are  twelve  men  en- 
listed in  the  said  company  more  than  is  directed  bv  llie  re- 
solutions of  this  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Schoonmaker  do  discharge  sucii 
of  his  men  as  have  been  enlisted  since  the  compieiiient  of 
the  said  company  was  completed. 

A  letter  from  Major  John  Wheelock,  dated  at  North- 
field,  July  the  twenty-fourth,  directed  lo  the  Hoiiourabie 
JohnJay,  RoberlR. Livingston  and Gouverneur  Morris,  was 
read,  and  follows  in  the  words,  vizt ; 

"  Northficld,  24th  Jifly,  1777. 

"Sirs — Permit  me  to  recommend  to  your  Honours' 
notice  Captain  Samuel  Paine,  whom  I  have  the  pleasure 
to  meet  here  this  morning  on  his  way  to  Kingston  with 
some  of  ihe  men  under  his  command.  He  will  be  able  lo 
inform  you  of  the  state  of  that  country  and  my  corps. 

"  By  some  misfortune,  the  soldiers  at  Fisiikili  201  dis- 
persed, contrary  to  my  express  order,  but  are  now  chietly 
returning  to  their  duty  ;  of  all  which  f  shall  be  able  to  in- 
form as  soon  as  the  truth  can  be  obtained.  It  is  niv  steady 
and  highest  ambition  to  discharge  every  trust  reposed  in 
me  so  as  to  merit  your  satisfaction,  and  approbation  of 
the  Legislature. 

"  With  great  respect,  I  am,  sirs, 
"  Your  Honours'  most  devoted  and  very  luirnble  servant, 
"JOHN  WHEELOCK. 

"  The  Honourable  J.  Jay,  R.  R.  Livingston, 

and  Gr.  Morris." 

Major  Van  Zandt  informed  the  Council  that  Lieutenant 
Connely,  a  recruiting  officer,  did,  with.oul  the  leave  of  this 
Council  or  the  committee  for  superintending  the  Fleet 
prison,  go  on  board  the  said  prison  and  enlist  a  certain 
Lawrence  Vosburtrh,  then  a  prisoner  confined  there  ;  that 
the  said  Lawrence  Vosbnrgh  was,  by  order  of  the  Council, 
afterwards  discharjced  from  his  said  confinement  and  per- 
mitted lo  go  at  large  ;  that  llie  said  lieutenant  does  now 
claim  the  said  Lawrence  Vosbursh  as  his  recmit. 

Major  Van  Zandl  moved  for  the  sense  of  the  L'ouncil, 
whether  ihe  said  lieutenant,  under  the  circumstances  above 
mentioned,  ought,  of  right,  lo  claim  the  said  Lawrence 
Vosburgh  as  his  recruit. 

The  same  being  taken  into  consideration, 

Resolved,  That  ihe  said  Lieiilenant  Conelv  has  no  right 
to  claim  the  sa  d  Lawrence  V^osburgh  as  his  recruit. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  no.  a  m. 

August  5,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlnndt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Yales,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Harper,  Major  Tappen, 
Major  Van  ilandl,  General  ScoU. 

For  want  of  another  member  to  form  a  quorum,  the 
members  present  adjourned  until  three  o'clock  this  after- 
noun. 
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Die  Martis,  3  ho.  P.  M.  Augt.  5,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  CorllanJt,  lisqr.  President. 
General  Scott,  Colo.  De  Witt.  Mnjor  Tappen,  Major  Van  Zandt, 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Tredwell. 

A  letter  from  Isaac  Bloom,  of  Nine  Partners,  in  Dutch- 
ess county,  dated  the  fourth  instant,  was  read.  He  thereby 
gives  the  character  of  Dirck  Doty,  lately  confined  in 
Kingston  jail. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  said  letter  be  referred  and  delivered 
to  the  committee  of  Kingston,  by  whom  the  said  Dirck  Doty 
was  committed. 

A  message  from  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  was 
read,  and  follows,  in  these  words,  to  wit: 

"Gentlemen — As  the  public  emergencies  render  the 
meetingof  the  Legislature  ol  the  Sinte  at  this  time  extremely 
inexpedient,  as  will  appear  in  some  measure  by  the  papers 
herewith  delivered  you,  I  tlnnk  it  advisable  to  prorogue 
the  Senate  and  Assembly  until  the  20ih  instant ;  but  as 
this  can  not  be  done  in  the  accustomed  form,  for  want  of  a 
great  seal,  I  wish  to  have  the  sentiments  and  advice  of 
your  Honourable  Board,  on  the  propriety  under  those  cir- 
cumstances, of  proroguing  the  Senate  and  Assembly  by 
proclamation,  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms. 

"  GEO.  CLINTON. 

"  Kingston,  otk  Augtut,  1777." 

The  copy  of  General  Washington's  letter  therein  en- 
closed, was  read,  and  follows  in  these  words,  vizt  : 

"  Chester,  Ut  Aug.  1777. 

"Dear  Sir — I  had  proceeded  thus  far  in  order  to  look 
out  for  a  proper  place  to  arrange  the  armv,  when  I  received 
the  provoking  account,  that  the  enemy's  lieet  left  the  Capes 
of  Delaware  yesterday,  and  steered  eastward  ag.iin.  I  shall 
return  again  with  the  utmost  expedition  to  the  North  river ; 
but  as  a  sudden  stroke  is  ccriainlv  intended  by  this  ma- 
noeuvre, I  beg  you  will  immediately  call  in  every  man  of 
the  militia  that  you  possibly  can,  lo  strengthen  the  High- 
land posts.  The  importance  of  Fort  Montgomery  is  such, 
that  I  wish  you  to  repair  immediately  to  it  if  you  possibly 
can,  consistent  vviih  the  duties  of  the  otSce  upon  vvliich 
you  have  newly  entered. 

"  I  am,  dear  sir,  yr.  most  obd.  ser. 

"  GO.  WASHINGTON. 

"  Geo.  Clintox." 

The  copy  of  General  Putnam's  letter  therein  enclosed, 
was  also  read,  and  follows  in  the  words,  viz  : 

"  Peekskill,  August  4lh,  1777. 

"Dear  Sir — Last  night,  ten  o'clock,  1  received  a  letter 
from  General  Washington,  advising  that  the  enemy's  tleet 
left  the  Capes  of  Delaware  the  la.'^t  day  of  July,  S  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  that  they  are  undoubtedly  designed 
against  this  post,  directing  me  to  call  for  the  militia  from 
this  State  and  Connecticut  immediately  to  come  in.  I  sent 
ofT  to  Connecticut  about  three  o'clock  this  morning,  lo 
Govr.  Trumbull,  Generals  Woolcot  and  Silliinan;  and  what 
renders  the  point  clear,  is  their  having  so  many  troops  at 
King's  Bridge.  Three  hundred  liorses  came  there  the  other 
day  from  Long  isl.ind,  with  horses  and  carriages,  and  great 
preparations  have  been  makin!i  there,  as  thouirh  some  impor- 
tant expedition  was  on  foot.  .Vs  you  are  acquainted  with  all 
this  country,  and  can  render  infinite  service  by  being  pre- 
sent, I  uiust  entreat  you  lo  come  immediately  down,  if  it 
may  possibly  consist  with  your  duty  as  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Slate,  and  resume  your  old  post  for  a  short 
time,  and  call  all  the  militia  of  the  Stale  lo  our  immediate 
assistance. 

"  I  am,  most  respectfully, 

"Your  obedt.  humb.  servt. 

•'  ISRAEL  PUTNAM. 

"  His  Excellency  Govt.  Clinton." 

His  Excellency's  said  message  was  again  read,  and  taken 
into  consideration.  Tiicreupon, 

Resolved,  That  though  this  Council  cannot  presume  to 


intermeddle  with  the  prorogation  itself,  yet  with  respect  to 
the  form  in  which  the  same  should  be  made,  it  is  their  sen- 
limenls  and  advice,  that  considering  the  necessity  of  the 
case.  His  Excellency  may  safely  make  the  prorogation 
afoiesaid,  under  his  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  without  the 
danger  of  establishing  any  evil  precedent. 

All  application  fiom  Captain  Frederick  Sclioonmaker, 
requesting  an  order  for  a  supply  of  seven  hundred  and  tifty 
cartridges  for  the  use  of  his  company,  for  which  he  will  be 
accountable,  was  received. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lasher,  commissary  of  military 
stores  of  this  State,  deliver  to  Captain  Frederick  Sclioon- 
maker, seven  hundred  and  fifty  cartridges  for  the  use  of 
his  company,  taking  his  receipt,  to  be  accountable  for  the 
expenditure  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  Cornelius  E.  Elmendorph,  as  commis- 
sary, sell  and  dispose  of  the  hides  and  tallow  of  tiie  cattle 
killed  for  the  support  of  the  prisoners,  and  credit  the  same, 
with  the  amount  tliereof,  in  liis  accounts. 

A  petition  of  Israel  Green  and  Israel  Duel,  requesting 
the  discharge  of  Joshua  Haiglit,  Benjamin  Jacocks,  Zo- 
pliar  Green,  Jonathan  Dean,  Trip  Mosher  and  Paul  Up- 
ton, of  the  people  called  Quakers,  now  in  the  Fleet  prison, 
was  read. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  David  Soulherland,  informing  that 
the  said  Quakers  reside  in  his  regiment,  and  that  lie  will 
see  them  forthcoming  when  called  for,  was  read. 

A  letter  from  Melancton  Smith  to  Peter  Cantine,  giving 
his  opinion  that  they  may  be  discharged,  with  a  memoran- 
dum of  Peter  Canline  to  the  same  purpose,  was  also  read. 

A  letter  from  Wheeler  Case  to  Zephaniah  Plait,  Esqr. 
making  the  same  request,  was  also  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  seconded  by  Mr.  Tredwell, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Joshua  Ilaight,  Benjamin  Ja- 
cocks, Zophar  Green,  Jonathan  Dean,  1'rip  Mosher  and 
Paul  Upton,  be  discharged  from  their  confinement  on  tak- 
ing an  affirmation  of  allegiance  to  the  State  of  New- 
York,  and  paying  all  fees  and  expenses  accrued  or  occa- 
sioned by  their  commitment  and  support. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  President  issue  a  par- 
don lo  Andrew  Keyser,  and  if  Andrcies  Keyser  should 
enlist  in  the  Continental  service,  that  the  officer  with  whom 
he  shall  enlist,  do  not  give  any  certificate  to  excuse  any 
person  thereby  from  military  duty,  and  thai  no  other  per- 
son of  the  militia  shall  by  the  service  of  the  said  Andries 
Keyser  in  the  Continental  army,  be  excused  from  military 
duty,  or  from  detachment  in  the  militia. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  an  express  be  sent  for  Messrs.  Pobert 
R.  Livingston  and  Gilbert  Livingston  to-morrow,  if  they 
or  one  of  them  should  not  arrive,  and  it  should  be  neces- 
sary to  form  a  quorum  of  this  Board. 

Mr.  McKesson,  one  of  the  Secretaries,  brought  into 
Council,  His  Excellency  the  Governor's  Proclamation, 
proroguing  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  under  his  hand 
and  seal  at  arms,  which  was  so  issued  from  the  necessity 
of  the  case  and  for  want  of  a  great  seal  of  the  State. 
And  ihe  said  secretary  informed  the  Council  that  he  re- 
ceived the  said  Proclamation  from  His  Excellency,  who 
requested  liiat  it  may  be  filed  among  the  records  and  pa- 
pers of  this  Council ;  the  same  being  read,  is  in  the  words 
following,  vizt : 

"  By  His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 
r      n   Governor  of  the  Stale  of  New-York,  (ieneral 
'•  ■       and  Commander-in-Chief  of  all  the  Mihlia,  and 
Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same. 

"  A  Proclamation. 

"Whereas  the  public  emergencies  do  at  ihis  time  render 
a  meeting  of  the  Legislature  of  this  .Slate  inexpedient,  I 
do  therefore  by  virtue  of  the  authority  reposed  in  me  by 
the  constitution  thereof,  prorogue  the  Senate  and  Assem- 
bly of  this  Slate,  until  the  twentieth  day  of  this  instant, 
August,  and  the  said  Senale  and  Assembly  are  hereby 
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Dforogued  until  that  day,  of  which  the  people  of  this  Stale 
arc  required  to  take  notice  and  govern  themselves  accor- 

Ijiven  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms  at  Kingston, 
in  the  county  of  Ulster,  this  fifth  day  of  August  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 

"GEO.  CLINTON. 

"  By  His  Excellency's  command, 

"  Stephen  Lush,  Secrij. 

"  God  save  the  People." 

Major  Tappen  informed  the  Council  of  Safety,  that  in 
obedience  to  their  order  of  the  ninth  of  July  last,  he  pur- 
chased two  horses  for  public  use,  for  express  riders  passing 
10  and  from  the  nortliern  lo  the  southern  armies,  and  vice 
versa.  That  he  has  paid  for  one,  twenty-six  pounds  ;  and 
for  the  other,  twenty-nine  pounds  ;  and  for  shoeing  one  of 
them,  twelve  shillings. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Tappen  procure  the  said  horses 
10  be  kept  in  the  best  manner  at  public  expense.  And 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Ma- 
jor Tappen  thirty-five  pounds  and  twelve  shillings  for  his 
disbursement  above  mentioned,  and  charge  the  same  to 
Continental  account. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  ten  o'clock. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

August  6,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayers  as  usual. 
Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Piatt,  Major  Tappen, 
Major  Van  Zandt,  Colo.  De  WitL 

For  the  want  of  another  member  to  form  a  quorum,  the 
members  present  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10 
o'clock. 


DIE  JOVIS,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

August  7,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

PusENT— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  TreJwcIl,  .Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Gilbert  Li- 
Tiogston.  Major  Tappen,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Colonel  De  Witt,  Mr, 
Robt  R.  Livingston. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  Abraham  P.  Lett,  dated  Boston, 
July  llie  twenty-second,  relative  to  the  disposition  of  the 
salt  by  him  purchased  on  account  of  this  Slate,  was  read, 
and 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  Mr.  Plait 
and  Colonel  De  Win  ;  and  that  tliey  be  empowered  to  give 
Colonel  Lolt  such  directions  as  may  be  necessary. 

An  account  of  John  R.  Livingston,  amounting  to  six 
hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds  thirteen  shillings,  for  bounty 
on  powder,  and  for  one  hundred  weii'lit  of  powder  deliver- 
ed to  Mr.  John  Harper,  by  order  of  Convention,  for  the 
use  of  the  Onaghqttaga  Indians,  manufactured  at  his  pow- 
der mill  in  Rhinebeck  precinct,  was  presented  and  read. 

A  certificate  signed  by  John  Canline  and  John  Welles, 
Esqrs.  commissioners  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  north- 
ern department ;  that  there  is  loagcJ  in  their  office  receipts 
that  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  commissary  ot  stores,  hath  re- 
ceived of  John  R.  Livingston,  the  quantity  of  gunpowder, 
as  charged  in  his  account  for  bounty.  .Mr.  Livingston 
delivered  in  also  a  receipt  of  John  Harper,  for  the  one 
hundred  weight  of  gunpowder  delivered  to  Mr.  Harper. 
Mr.  Livingston  produced  his  affidavit  taken  before  Judge 
Wynkoop,  that  all  ihe  said  powder  as  charged  in  his  said 
account  was  manufactured  at  his  mill. 


Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  referred  to  the  Au- 
ditor-General, to  be  by  him  audited  for  payment. 

A  letter  from  Major-General  Schuyler,  dated  at  Stillwa- 
ter, August  the  fourth,  enclosing  a  copv  of  his  letter  lo 
Congress,  was  read,  and  follows,  vizt : 

"  Stilwater,  August  Ath,  1777. 

"  Sir — I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  let- 
ter of  this  date,  which  I  have  done  myself  the  honour  to 
address  to  Congress.  The  Council  of  Safety  will  thereby 
see  the  alarming  situation  our  affairs  are  in  ;  and  I  trust 
they  will  continue  lo  adopt  such  measures  as  will  tend  to 
preserve  ihe  Stale  from  the  ruin  with  which  it  is 
threatened. 

"  Perhaps,  if  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  was  to  put 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  militia,  they  would  turn  out  in 
great  numbers,  and  afford  us  such  a  reinforcement  :is  to 
enable  us  to  keep  our  ground  ;  and  if  the  eastern  Siaii;s 
should  also  send  succours,  we  should  then  in  all  probabilitv 
be  able  to  ruin  General  Burgoyne's  army  ;  for  if  he  should 
meet  with  a  repulse,  it  would  be  so  extremely  difficult  for 
him  to  retreat,  that  I  should  hope  a  very  considerable  part 
of  his  army  would  be  lost. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  PH.  SCHUYLER. 

"  Honourable  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt." 

"  Stillwater,  August  •!,  1777. 

"  Sir — By  the  unanimous  advice  of  all  the  general  offi- 
cers, I  have  moved  the  army  to  this  place.  Here  we  pro- 
pose to  fortify  a  camp,  in  expectation  that  reinforcements 
will  enable  us  lo  keep  the  ground,  and  prevent  ihc  enemy 
from  penetrating  further.  I  wish  I  could  say  lliul  we  had 
any  prospect  of  such  reinforcements.  None  of  the  militia 
from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  or  this  State  will  re- 
main with  me,  above  five  or  six  days  longer,  the  lime  of  ser- 
vice for  which  Colo.  Long's  regiment  is  engaged  expires  on 
the  7lh  inst.  This  diminution  witli  what  we  sustain  by 
desertion,  sickness,  and  in  skirmishes  with  the  enemy,  will 
reduce  us  to  an  alarining  weakness. 

"  What  effect  my  repealed  application  to  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  will  have,  I  cannot  determine,  as  I  have  not 
yet  been  honoured  with  an  answer.  (Governor  'J'ruinbnll 
informs  me  that  he  has  requestetl  General  Wasliinijion  to 
send  troops,  which  he  would  replace  ;  that  he  waits  his 
Excellency's  answer,  and  in  the  mean  lime  lias  ordered 
the  militia  brigadiers  to  draft  and  equip  the  men  ;  but  in 
what  numbers,  or  when  I  may  expect  them,  he  does  not 
advise  me  of.  I  am  equally  uncertain  whether  I  may  ex- 
pect any  from  this  Slate. 

"  It  is  a  melancholy  consideration,  that  whilst  our  force 
is  daily  diminishing,  the  enemy  increases  theirs  by  a  con- 
tinual acquisition  of  tones  in  verv  considerable  numbers. 

"  It  is  impossible  at  present  lo  procure  a  return,  but  I 
am  very  certain  we  have  not  above  tour  thousand  Coiiti- 
nenlal  troops — if  men,  one  third  of  wtiich  are  ncsroes, 
boys  and  men  too  aged  for  field,  or  indeed  any  other  ser- 
vice, can  with  propriety  be  called  troops.  If  it  should  be 
asked  how  boy: ,  negroes  and  such  aged  men  came  to  be 
sent,  I  can  only  answer,  that  the  Slates  from  whence  these 
troops  are  come  may  possibly  determine  it.  The  fact  is 
as  I  have  slated  it — literally  so.  And  1  may  add  that  a 
very  great  part  of  the  army  took  the  field  in  a  manner 
naked,  without  blankets,  ill  armed,  and  very  deficient  in 
accoutrements,  and  still  continue  so  to  be,  without  a  pros- 
pect of  relief;  and,  to  add  lo  our  misfortunes,  many,  too 
many  of  our  officers  would  be  a  disgrace  to  the  most  con- 
temptible troops  that  were  ever  collected  ;  and  have  so  little 
sense  of  honour  that  cashiering  seems  no  jiunishment. 
They  have  stood  by  and  suffered  the  most  scandalous  de- 
predations to  be  committed  on  the  poor,  distressed,  ruined 
and  flying  inhabitants.  I  must  not,  however,  omit  saying 
that  we  have  many  officers  that  would  do  honour  to  the 
best  army  that  ever  took  the  field ;  but  their  exertions  being 
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counteracted  by  the  worthless,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to 
do  what  lliey  wish.  Perhaps  Congress  may  think  it  neces- 
sary to  invest  me  with  a  power  in  council  of  general  offi- 
cers to  suspend  officers  for  nial-conduct  until  the  pleasure 
of  Congress  is  known.  Should  that  power  be  conferred, 
and  I  receive  it  whilst  we  are  still  an  army,  it  is  possible 
that  we  may  continue  so  and  get  into  some  order. 

"  General  Burgoyne  is  at  Fort  Edward.  He  has  with- 
drawn his  troops  from  Castletown  and  is  bending  his  whole 
force  this  way.  He  will  probably  be  here  in  eight  days, 
and  unless  we  are  well  reinforced,  as  much  farther  as  he 
pleases  to  go. 

"  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

"Your  most  obdt.  lible.  servant, 

"  PH.  SCHUYLER. 

(Copy.) 

"The  HoQble.  Johx  Ha.vcock,  Sec.  &c. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  be  immediately 
transmitted  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

The  Secretary  brought  into  Council  a  copy  of  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor's  orders  for  a  detachment  of  light- 
horse  to  serve  as  riders  between  this  place  and  Head- 
Quarters  in  the  northern  department,  and  between  this 
place  and  Newburgh,  for  the  more  speedy  conveyance  of 
public  despatches. 

The  same  was  read,  and  is  as  follows,  vizt : 

"Kingston,  General  Orders,  bthAugt.  1777. 

"  Capt.  Salsbury,  of  the  Kingston  lighttiorse,  is  to  fur- 
nish a  detachment  of  his  company,  to  consist  of  a  non- 
commissioned officer  and  six  privates,  to  be  stationed  at 
Kingston,  and  between  that  and  the  northern  army,  in  the 
most  convenient  manner,  to  serve  as  expresses  between 
the  northern  and  southern  armies  ;  their  particular  stations 
to  be  assigned  them  by  the  Council  of  Safety.  An  equal 
number  of  Capt.  WoodhuU's  company  will  be  stationed  at 
Newburgh,  and  between  that  and  Fort  Montgomery,  and 
so  to  Head-Quarters,  in  order  that  ihe  earliest  advices  may 
be  communicated  to  either  department  of  the  army  and  to 
the  Council  of  Safety.  As  soon  as  the  particular  stations 
are  fi.xed  for  these  detachments,  His  Excellency  Genl. 
Washington  and  Genl.  Schuyler  are  to  be  advised  thereof. 
When  any  person  belonging  to  this  detachment  shall  be 
charged  with  despatches,  he  is  to  be  careful  to  deliver 
them  to  one  of  the  detachments  at  the  ne.xt  station,  to  be 
immediately  carried  forward.  And  if  at  any  time  the  per- 
son at  such  station  shall  be  absent,  the  person  possessed  of 
the  despatches  is  in  such  cases  to  proceed  without  delay 
to  the  next  station,  and  so  on  till  he  shall  find  one  of  the 
party  to  take  charge  and  forward  the  same,  never  trusting 
them  out  of  his  possession,  but  with  one  of  the  party  whose 
duty  it  is  to  forward  them. 

"  Colos.  Pawling's,  Snyder's,  Graham's,  Freer's,  Hum- 

{)hrey's  and  Southerland's  regiments,  are,  m  addition  to  the 
ate  orders  given  them,  to  hold  themselves  in  perfect  readi- 
ness to  march  on  a  moment's  warning  ;  and  if  the  enemy 
should  approach  the  western  frontier  of  Ulster  county, 
Colo.  Pawling  will  send  out  proper  parties  to  prevent  their 
distressing  the  inhabitants,  to  be  detached  from  his  and 
Colo.  Snyder's  regiments,  for  which  purpose  the  frontier 
companies  of  Allison's  and  McClaghry's  regiments  are  also 
left  at  home. 

"The  detachment  of  lighthorse  are  to  keep  exact  ac- 
counts of  their  necessary  extra  expenses,  that  the  same 
may  be  paid  them,  and  charged  to  the  public. 

"  GEO.  CLINTON." 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  .\braham  Yates  and  Major  Tappen 
be  a  committee,  with  full  power,  to  regulate  and  direct  the 
stages  of  the  lighthorse  (ordered  out  by  His  Excellency 
the  Governor)  between  this  place  and  Head-Quarters  in 
the  northern  department,  and  between  this  place  and  New- 
burgh, in  the  precinct  of  Newburgh  ;  and  that  the  said 
committee  be  empowered,  from  lime  to  time,  to  give  further 
directions  in  the  premises  as  to  them  appears  necessary. 


A  letter  from  Captain  John  Elmendorf,  was  read,  re- 
questing the  sense  of  the  Council  upon  the  two  following 
questions  : 

"  Whether  John  McClean,  the  express  rider,  ought  to 
be  considered  as  an  exempt,  by  the  late  resolutions  .' 

"  Whether  Cornelius  C.  Elmendorpii  is  considered  as  an 
exempt,  as  he  is  employed  as  commissary  to  tiie  Fleet 
prison  ?" 

The  following  answers  was  directed  to  be  given,  vizt  : 

"That  John  McClean  (as  a  messenger  of  this  Board) 
is  exempted  from  all  military  duty. 

"  That  Cornelius  C.  Elmendorf  is  not  exempted  from 
military  duty." 

A  letter  from  Christopher  Bancker,  setting  forth  his  rea- 
sons for  resigning  the  office  of  commissary  of  prisoners  of 
war  in  this  State,  and  recommending  his  brother  Abraham 
B.  Bancker  to  be  appointed  in  his  stead  ;  also  a  letter  from 
Abraham  B.  Bancker  soliciting  the  appointment,  were  read. 
Tliereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Abraham  B.  Bancker  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  appointed  commissary  of  prisoners  of  war 
in  this  State,  vice  Christopher  Bancker  vvlio  has  resigned  ; 
and  that  he  be  allowed  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  per 
annum  as  a  salary  for  the  said  office. 

The  petition  of  Peter  Lownderf  of  the  manor  Living- 
ston, confined  on  board  the  Fleet  prison,  and  charged  vi-ith 
inimical  practices  against  the  State,  praying  to  be  discharg- 
ed from  confinement,  on  his  giving  bond,  with  Johannes 
Moore  as  his  surety  for  his  good  behaviour,  and  that  he 
will  appear  whenever  called  for,  was  read  and  filed.  And 
thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  he  be  liberated  on  giving  bond  in  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  with  the  surety  and  for  the 
purposes  contained  in  his  petition. 

A  letter  from  Ananias  Cooper,  Esqr.  at  Rhinebeck, 
dated  August  the  sixth,  informing  Council  that  he  iias  ap- 
prehended and  sent  to  Council,  under  guard,  a  certain 
Thomas  Kelly,  as  a  person  suspected  of  being  a  spy  going 
to  General  Burgoyne,  was  read. 

The  following  letter  from  Jno.  Sloss  Hobart,  Esqr.  was 
received  and  read  : 

"  Springfield,  Jugust  tld,  1777. 

"  Sir — Your  favour  of  die  29th  ult.  came  to  iiand  last 
night,  and  am  very  sorry  to  learn  that  I  am  deprived  of  Mr. 
Morris's  assistance  in  this  business,  though  1  trust  there 
will  be  but  little  difficulty  in  settling  such  a  plan  as  shall 
put  our  finances  upon  a  respectable  fooling  ;  for  I  find  the 
gentlemen  here  are  unanimously  in  sentiment  with  u.s,  both 
with  respect  to  the  cause  and  remedy  of  the  evils  complain- 
ed of.  VVe  met  yesterday  and  entered  upon  the  subject  of 
money,  and  find  the  state  of  the  bills  of  credit  to  be  as  per 
the  enclosed  list.  It  is  proposed  to  take  them  immediately 
out  of  circulation  by  loan  ;  at  the  same  time  to  lay  a  heavy 
tax,  and  repeat  it  frequently  in  the  course  of  the  year  ;  that 
so,  if  possible,  we  may  raise  sufficient  for  the  support  of 
the  war.  The  digesting  this  business  into  form  will  proba- 
bly be  sufficien".  employment  for  to-day.  The  other  matters 
wdl  be  attended  with  but  little  ditficulty,  so  that  1  hope  to 
be  at  Kingston  by  the  last  of  next  week. 

"  I  shall  press  on  the  commissioners  the  necessity  of  re- 
inforcing the  northern  army  as  soon  as  they  meet  this 
morning  ;  but  there  is  such  a  spirit  of  discontent  raised,  by 
the  manner  in  which  the  fortifications  were  abandoned,  that 
the  people  will  not  go  to  the  field  with  their  usual  cheer- 
fulness. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
"  Your  most  obdt.  hble.  servt. 

"JNO.  SLOSS  HOBART. 

"  Honble.  PiEBHE  Van  Cortlandt." 

Amount  of  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  the  New-England 
States  and  the  State  of  New-York,  circulating,  and  not  upon 
interest,  viz : 
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Massachasefs  Bay,   £470,042 

Connecticut,   210,000 

Rhode  Island,   119,000 

Pew-York,  Yk.  mo.  250,000,    187,500 

New-Hampshire,   73,568 

£1,060,110 


A  letter  from  Thomas  Bearing  and  John  Foster,  Esqr. 
relative  to  the  accounts  of  sundry  persons  who  were  em- 
ployed in  bringing  off  the  inhabitants  of  Long  Island,  with 
their  effecls,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  the  Auditor- 
General  of  accounts. 

Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  informed  the  Council,  that  the 
reason  of  his  non-altcndance  on  Monday  last,  the  time  h- 
mited  by  his  leave  of  absence,  was  want  of  health,  with 
which  reason  the  Council  acquiesced. 

The  Secretary,  according  to  order,  delivered  in  the  e.xa- 
mination,  on  oath,  of  Thomas  Kelly,  which  was  read,  and 
is  in  tiie  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Ulster  county,  ss. — Thomas  Kelly,  being  duly  sworn 
on  the  Holy  Evangelist,  and  examined,  says,  that  he  was 
bom,  (as  he  has  heard  and  believes,)  at  Bethune,  in  Artois, 
in  France,  of  parents  then  in  Lord  Dillon's  regiment,  in 
the  Irish  brigade,  in  the  service  of  the  crown  oi  France ; 
tliat  he  came  to  America  near  three  years  ago;  that  he 
then  came  from  Londonderry,  in  Ireland,  to  Lancaster 
county,  in  Pennsylvania ;  that  he  was  a  servant  for  two 
years  and  two  months  in  Lancaster  county,  and  resided  in 
that  county  until  some  time  in  last  month  ;  that  he  left 
Lancaster  town  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  last  month  ;  that 
from  Lancaster  he  was  going  to  the  State  of  Jersey  to 
work  ;  that  he  proceeded  by  the  way  of  the  Sweed's 
ford,  Coryell's  ferry  and  Morris  Town  ;  that  in  Jersey  he 
was  recommended  by  a  person  (whose  name  he  did  not 
know,)  to  proceed  to  Livingston's  manor,  and  to  apply  to 
two  brothers  named  Philips,  at  Livingston's  furnace,  who 
might  recommend  him  to  employment ;  tiiat  he  is  about 
thirty-seven  years  of  age,  and  had  not  any  other  purpose 
or  design  in  coming  into  the  Slate  of  New-York,  than  to 
find  steady  employment  and  wages  as  a  labourer ;  that  he 
has  not  any  other  papers  than  four  now  produced,  vizt : 
No.  1,  a  certificate  of  his,  being  sworn  as  a  friend  to  the 
Stale  of  Pennsylvania.  No.  2,  a  memorandum  given  him 
in  Jersey,  by  the  person  who  recommended  him  to  the 
Philips's,  to  be  delivered  to  them.  No.  3,  a  memorandum 
given  him  by  the  same  person,  of  the  road  he  was  to  travel 
to  Livingston's  manor ;  and  No.  4,  a  waste  paper  he  got 
from  the  same  person,  and  used  in  part  as  waste  paper  to 
light  his,  the  e.xaminant's,  pipe. 

"THOMAS  KELLY. 
"  Sworn  and  examined  the  seventh  ) 
day  of  August,  1777,  by  ) 

"  John  McKesson,  Secry." 
Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Kelly  be  confined  on 
board  the  Fleet  prison,  until  further  orders,  as  his  conduct 
and  reasons  assigned  for  coming  from  Pennsylvania  and 
going  to  the  manor  Livingston,  wear  a  very  suspicious 
aspect. 

Adjourned  until  this  afternoon. 


1777. 


Robert  R. 
Tredwell. 


Die  Jovis,  6  ho.  P.  M.  August  7, 
The  Council  met  by  special  summons. 

Pbisent— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Yates,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Harper,  ^r^.  Piatt,  Mr. 
livingston,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Mr. 

'  A  letter  from  Major  Dirck  Jansen,  of  the  manor  of  Li- 
jringston,  was  received  and  read,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, vizt: 

"  Manor  Livingston,  'th  jlvgt.  1777. 
_  *  Gentlemen — As  our  regiment  is  ordered  to  march 
^mediately  to  Saraghtoga,  by  the  request  and  orders  of 
Bngadier-Genl.  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  we  propose  to  pro- 


ceed on  the  march  by  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock,  but  am 
sorry  to  acquaint  you  that  there  is  still  a  great  many  disaf- 
fected persons  among  us,  although  discharged  lately  by  the 
act  of  grace,  by  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  b'late, 
&c.  of  whom  there  are  some  refuse  to  march.  I  imagine, 
and  have  reason  to  suspect,  they  may,  in  mv  absence, 
take  the  advantage  and  destroy  my  buildinsis  ;  and  the 
more,  as  I  have  in  store  30  hhds.  of  sugar  and" 30  lilids.  of 
molasses,  for  the  United  States,  and  expect  a  number  of 
teams  this  day;  likewise  with  a  large  quantity  of  sail  for 
this  Stale  ;  all  which,  in  my  opinion,  lays  at  a  greai  risk, 
if  I  proceed  without  leaving  any  guard. 

"  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  the  Honourable  the 
Council  with  the  premises,  so  as  that  if  any  accident 
should  happen  in  my  absence,  that  the  blame  would  not  be 
laid  to  my  neglect.  I  beg  your  honours  will  be  pleased  to 
inform  me  by  this  express,  Loci.  Thompson,  how  to  act  in 
ihe  premises. 

"As  I  am  mucii  hurried,  must  refer  you,  gentlemen,  to 
Doct.  Thompson,  the  bearer,  for  further  particulars.  With 
great  respect  and  esteem, 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  honours' 

"  Most  obedt.  and  very  humble  servt. 

"  DIRCK  JANSEN. 

"The  Honourable  the  Council 

of  Safety,  Esopus." 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  for  detecting  conspi- 
racies, &CC.  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  remove  from 
Poukeepsie  into  the  neiglibourliood  of  Major  Dirck  Jansen, 
in  the  manor  Livingston,  and  that  they  take  their  company 
of  guards  with  them. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lasher,  or  his  deputy,  deliver  to 
t!ie  order  of  the  said  commissioners,  six  hundred  musket 
cartridges  of  dilferent  sizes,  filled  with  powder  and  hall. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  .Major  Jansen,  in  answer  to  his,  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  as  follows,  vizt : 

"  Sir — We  are  informed  by  Doctor  Tliompson,  to  whom 
your  letter  refers  us,  that  all  the  militia,  from  sixteen  to 
sixty,  are  ordered  to  march  ;  and  as  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  some  persons  should  remain  at  home,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  discliarge  such  as  are  above  fifty,  and  march 
only  the  remainder,  being  particularly  careful  to  lake  with 
you  all  the  disaffected.  A  guard  from  Dulche.^s  county 
will  be  sent  to  protect  the  stores,  and  keep  the  tones  in 
awe. 

"  We  enclose  you  a  resolution  of  Council,  wilh  respect 
to  exempts,  which  you  will  carry  into  execution  ;  and  let 
those  that  remain  be  assessed  in  proportion  to  iheir  pro- 
perly, for  the  lime  that  the  militia  will  remain  out,  and  re- 
tain the  money  to  pay  to  such  as  may  be  drafted,  in  case  a 
draft  should  be  made. 

"  I  am,  with  respect,  sir, 

"  Your  very  humble  servant. 

"  P.  S.  The  commissioners  for  detecting  conspiracies, 
with  their  company  of  rangers,  will  remove  to-morrow  to 
your  neiglibourliood;  the  chairman  is  now  present,  and 
will,  by  express,  in  the  morning,  order  up  the  guards.'' 

Ordered,  Th'tacopy  thereof  be  signed  and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  Major  Janscn's  letter,  with  the 
answer  thereto,  together  with  the  other  proceedings  there- 
on, be  transmitted  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and 
that  His  Excellency  be  requested  to  justify  the  measure 
taken  by  Council  in  the  premises. 

A  letter  from  Major-(jeneral  Putnam,  dated  the  fifth 
instant,  relative  to  the  business  of  the  commissioners  of 
sequestration  in  Westchester  county,  was  read,  and  follows 
in  the  words  to  wit : 

"Peekskill,  Jlii^st  15,  1777. 

"  Sir — I  am  exceeding  sorry  to  trouble  you  again  upon 
a  question  which  you  have  so  lately  and  clearly  answered  ; 
but  I  find  that  the  practice  of  the  commissioners  is  different 
from  your  explanation  of  the  resolves  of  Convention.  I 
am  informed  that  ihey  have  taken  from  tiie  families  of  many 
of  those  disafiecied  persons  who  are  gone  to  the  enemy, 
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all  the  grain  and  the  grass,  where  there  was  plenty  of  both, 
and  large  families  of  small  children  to  be  subsisted.  1 
think  such  things  are  counter  to  the  spirit  of  your  resolves 
relative  to  them,  and  I  must  confess  I  cannot  see  itie  pro- 
priety of  starving  the  innocent  families  oi  those,  who,  lost 
to  every  sentiment  of  virtue  and  duty  to  their  country  and 
families,  have  left  iliem  in  unhnp[)y  circumstances.  1 
know  that  your  Honourable  Convenuon  mean  no  such  thing. 
I  wish  something  nnghl  be  done  etfeclually  to  prevent  the 
continual  applications  of  those  families  to  me  for  relief,  that 
they  may  not  be  left  to  starve,  who  have  their  whole  grain 
and  grass  sold  from  them  in  gross. 

"  Mr.  Canady,  the  bearer  of  this,  has  lived  in  Capt. 
Corney's  house  since  I  have  been  here ;  has  took  care  to 
preserve  the  grain  ;  I  hired  the  soldiers  to  reap  it.  I  have 
observed  nothing  that  had  the  appearance  of  unfriendliness 
to  the  country  in  him;  however,  I  know  not  his  characicr. 
This  paragraph  relating  to  him  is  on  his  panicular  request, 
as  Col.  Drake  has  sold  the  whole  of  the  grain  to  the  deputy 
quarter-master-general. 

"ISRAEL  PUTNAM." 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  commuted  to  Mr.  Piatt  and 
Mr.  Tredwell. 
Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

August  8,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Pbesent — Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livinsston,  Mr.  G.  Livingston, 
Major  Tappen,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Colonel  De  Witt,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr. 
Tredwell,  Genl.  Scott. 

The  petition  of  Jan  Freer,  a  disaffected  person  confined 
in  the  jail  of  Kingston,  selling  forlli  that  his  father  lies 
dangerously  ill,  and  therefore  prays  that  he  may  be  per- 
mitted to  visit  him,  on  his  giving  bond  for  his  appearance 
when  required,  was  read  and  filed. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Jan  Freer  be  discharged,  on  his 
giving  his  bond  with  security  in  four  hundred  pounds  for 
his  future  good  behaviour,  and  to  surrender  liimself  and 
appear  when  he  shall  be  thereunto  required  by  this  Council 
or  the  executive  power  of  this  Slate. 

Mr.  Piatt,  from  the  commiilee  to  v/hom  was  referred 
the  letter  from  General  Putnam,  relative  to  the  conduct  of 
the  commissioners  for  sequestration  in  Westchester  county, 
reported  a  draft  of  a  leticr  to  the  said  commissioners,  which 
■was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  as  follows,  vizt : 

"  Gentlemen — We  are  sorry  to  hear  that  many  of  the 
women  and  children  of  tones  gone  to  the  enemy,  are  in  a 
suffering  condition.  It  was  not  the  sense  of  Convention 
to  deprive  such  families  ot  the  necessaries  of  life. 

"  We  hope  you  have  not  mistaken  the  resolutions  em- 
powering you  to  sell  the  estates  of  such  persons  as  were 
gone  to,  or  joined  the  enemy.  Several  complaints  have 
been  made  to  us,  that  many  families  have  been  stripped  of 
almost  every  thing,  even  of  a  liule  pasture  and  hay  for  a 
cow,  and  in  some  instances,  not  left  a  cow  itself,  by  which 
means  they  arc  reduced  to  almost  a  starving  condition. 
The  Council  however  flatter  themselves  that  you  have  done 

Jour  duty  well,  yet  they  have  their  doubts  whether  you 
ave  not  in  some  instances  rather  drawn  the  cord  too  strait; 
the  wish  of  Council  is,  that  you  niinht  rather  err  on  the 
other  hand,  and  recommend  that  if  there  should  be  some 
instances  where  you  have  misled  in  judgment,  that  you 
make  some  little  provision  by  way  of  supplies,  either  by 
giving  them  a  cow,  some  pasture  and  hay  and  other  neces- 
saries, as  their  circumstances  m.ay  require.  The  Council 
further  direct  that  you  deliver  the  negro  man  left  by  Peter 
Corney  to  Dennis  Kennedy,  and  if  you  have  not  already 


rented  out  the  farm  and  houses  of  said  Comey,  that  you 
rent  it  to  the  said  Kennedy. 

"  We  are,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obt.  servt. 
"  To  the  Commissioners  for  Sequestration, 

Westchester  county." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  be  signed,  and  enclosed  in  a 
letter  to  General  Putnam,  for  his  perusal. 

A  letter  from  Captain  Samuel  Pain,  of  Major  Whee- 
lock's  corps,  dated  the  seventh,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  issue  a  pardon  to  Lodo- 
wick  Seely  and  Johannes  Keyser,  and  that  they  be  dis- 
charged from  confinement,  and  permitted  to  enlist  in  the 
Continental  service. 

The  petition  of  Bernheart  Albertee,  of  the  east  camp, 
in  the  manor  Livingston,  was  read.    And  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Bernhart  .Albertee  be  directed  lo  repair 
to  Albany,  and  apply  to  the  Quarter-Master  and  Commis- 
sary-General, in  the  northern  department,  for  two  hundred 
hides,  to  be  charged  to  the  account  of  this  State,  and  that 
the  said  Bernhart  Albertee,  cause  the  said  hides  to  be  tan- 
ned and  dressed  into  leather,  he  paying  half  the  expenses 
that  may  accrue  on  the  transportation  exclusive  of  his  own 
particular  charges,  and  deliver  one-half  of  the  said  liides 
tanned  and  curried,  to  the  order  of  the  Legislature  of  this 
State  ;  and  that  so  many  of  the  said  hides  only  as  are  unfit 
for  sole  leather,  be  curried. 

Resolved,  That  the  Quarter-Master  and  Commissary- 
General  in  the  northern  department,  be  requested  to  deliver 
two  hundred  hides  to  Bernhart  Albertee,  on  account  of  this 
State,  and  do  assist  him  m  transporting  the  same  lo  Albany, 
and  to  charge  this  State  with  the  amount  of  such  hides, 
at  the  now  current  price,  at  the  place  where  they  are  de- 
livered. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Commissary  and  Quarter- 
Master-(jeneral,  on  the  subject  of  the  said  hides,  was  read 
and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Gentlemen — The  inhabitants  of  this  State  being 
greatly  distressed  for  want  of  leather,  considerable  pur- 
chases have  been  made  from  their  small  stock,  for  the  use 
of  the  army.  The  Council  wish  to  have  it  in  their  power 
to  purchase  some  of  the  hides  of  such  cattle  as  are  killed 
for  the  use  of  the  northern  army,  and  have,  therefore, 
passed  the  enclosed  resolutions,  and  hope  for  your  assis- 
tance in  carrying  them  into  execution.  You  will  let  the 
Council  know  the  price  at  which  the  hides  are  sold,  that 
they  may  give  the  Continent  credit  therefor.  Or  if  ready 
money  is  absolutely  necessary,  you  will  be  pleased  to  draw 
on  General  Schuyler,  who  has  a  considerable  sum  in  hand, 
belonging  to  this  State,  and  will,  we  dare  say,  answer  your 
drafts  immediately. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen, 
"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

"  To  the  Commissary  and  Quarter-Master  General 

of  the  Northern  Department." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  be  signed  by  the  President,  and 
transmuted. 

On  the  application  of  the  warden  of  the  Fleet  prison. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Giles,  late  victualler  of  the 
Fleet  prison,  do  without  delay,  furnish  Captain  Benson,  the 
warden,  with  a  particular  account  of  the  charges  againsteach 
respective  prisoner  now  confined  on  board  the  said  prison, 
for  the  subsistence  supplied  to  them  at  the  expense  of  this 
State. 

This  Council  having  been  informed  that  attempts  have 
been  made  to  hire  persons  engaged  in  the  public  service, 
on  board  the  State  armed  sloop,  commanded  by  Captain 
Henry  Benson,  to  serve  in  the  detachments  of  militia  in 
the  stead  of  such  persons  as  have  been  or  shall  be  de- 
tached for  the  public  service. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  no  person  belonging  to  the 
militia  of  tliis  State,  shall  be  exempted  from  serving  in 
such  detachment  or  detachments  of  militia,  by  reason  of 
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his  havin"  hired  any  person  or  persons  so  as  aforesaid  en- 
gj  or"  licreafter  to  be  engaged,  on  board  of  eiilier  of 
the  armed  vessels  belonging  to  ihis  Slate. 

Hesolved,  That  Mr.  Yales,  General  Scott,  and  Mr.  Ro- 
bert R.  Livingston  be  a  commiilee  to  report  ways  and 
means  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  the  distressed  inhabitants 
of  the  northern  frontiers,  who  have,  or  may  be  driven  from 
their  habitations  by  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Piatt  has  leave  of  absence  until  next  Monday. 

Mr.  Tappen  has  leave  of  absence  until  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 


DIE  SABBATI,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

August  9,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Ux.  Tredwell,  Mr.  R.  R.Livingston, Mr. 
Harper,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Genl.  Scott. 

A  letter  from  His  E.xcellency  Genl.  Washington,  dated 
at  Philadelphia,  on  the  fourth  instant,  was  read,  and  fol- 
lows in  these  words,  vizt : 

"  Head-Quarters,  Philadelphia,  } 
"  jIus.  4ih,  1777.  $ 

"  Sir — I  have  been  duly  honoured  by  your  several  fa- 
Tours  of  the  25th,  27th  and  30lh  of  July. 

"  The  misfortune  at  Ticonderoga  has  produced  a  very 
disagreeable  alteration  in  our  affairs,  and  has  thrown  a 
gloom  upon  the  favourable  prospect  which  the  campaign 
previous  to  that  event  afforded.  But  I  am  in  great  hopes  the 
ill  consequences  of  it  will  not  continue  to  operate  long,  and 
that  the  jealousies  and  alarms  which  so  sudden  and  unex- 
pected an  accident  has  occasioned  in  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple both  of  your  State  and  to  the  eastward,  will  shortly 
subside,  and  give  way  to  the  more  rational  dictates  of  self 
preservation  and  regard  to  the  common  good.  In  fact  the 
worst  effect  of  that  disaster  is,  that  it  lias  served  to  create 
those  distrusts  and  apprehensions.  For  if  the  matter  were 
coolly  and  dispassionately  considered,  there  would  be  found 
nothing  so  formidable  in  Mr.  Burgoyne,  and  the  force  un- 
der him,  with  all  his  successes,  as  to  countenance  the  least 
languor  or  despondency  ;  and  experience  would  show,  that 
a  tolerable  degree  of  vigour  in  the  States  more  immediately 
interested,  would  be  sufficient  to  check  his  career,  and  per- 
haps convert  the  advantages  he  has  gained,  into  his  ruin. 
But  while  people  continue  to  view  what  has  happened 
through  the  medium  of  supineness  or  fear,  there  is  no  sav- 
ing to  what  length  an  enterprising  genius  may  push  his 
good  fortune. 

"  I  have  the  fullest  confidence  that  no  endeavours  of  the 
Council  will  be  omitted,  to  bring  your  State  (with  the  dis- 
tresses of  which  I  am  sensibly  affected)  to  every  effort  it 
is  capable  of  making  in  its  present  mutilated  condition  ; 
and  they  may  rely  upon  it,  no  means  in  my  power  will  be 
unemployed  to  cooperate  with  them  in  repelling  the  danger 
that  threatens  the  State,  and  through  it,  the  Continent. 

"If  I  do  not  give  as  effectual  aid  as  might  be  wished  to 
the  northern  army,  it  is  not  from  want  of  inclination,  nor 
from  being  too  little  impressed  with  llic  importance  of  do- 
ing it ;  but  because  the  State  of  affairs  in  this  quarter  will 
not  possibly  admit  of  it.  It  would  be  the  height  of  impo- 
licy to  weaken  ourselves  too  much  here,  in  order  to  increase 
our  strength  there  ;  and  it  must  certainly  be  more  difficult, 
as  well  as  of  greater  moment,  to  control  the  main  army  of 
the  enemy,  than  an  inferior,  and  I  may  say,  dependant  one; 
for  it  is  pretty  obvious,  if  General  Howe  can  be  complete- 
ly kept  at  bay,  and  prevented  effecting  any  capital  purpose, 
the  successes  of  General  Burgoyne,  whatever  they  may 
be,  must  be  partial  and  temporary. 

"  Nothing  that  I  can  do  shall  be  wanting  to  rouse  the 


eastern  States  and  excite  them  to  those  exertions  which  the 
exigencies  of  our  affairs  so  urt^ciilly  demand.  I  lament 
that  they  have  not  yet  done  more  ;  that  so  few  of  their  mi- 
litia have  come  into  the  field,  and  that  those  few  have  been  so 
precipitate  in  returning  home  at  tins  critical  period.  But 
I  have,  nevertheless,  great  reliance  upon  those  Stales.  I 
know  they  are  capable  of  powerful  etl'orls  ;  and  that  their 
attachment  to  the  cause,  notwiilislanduig  they  mav  be  a 
little  tardy,  will  not  allow  them  long  to  vviihhoM  their  aid, 
at  a  time  when  their  own  safety,  that  of  a  sister  Slate,  and 
in  a  great  measure  the  safely  of  the  Continent,  call  for 
their  greatest  zeal  and  activity. 

"  I  flatter  myself  the  presence  of  General  Arnold  and 
General  Lincoln  in  the  norlhern  department,  will  have  a 
happy  effect  upon  lliein.  Those  gentlemen  possess  much 
of  iheir  confidence,  particularly  the  latter,  than  whom  there 
is  perhaps  no  man  from  the  State  of  Massachusetis  who 
enjoys  more  universal  esteem  and  popularity.  And  in  ad- 
dition to  that,  they  are  both  to  be  considered  as  very  valu- 
able officers. 

"  You  intimate  a  wish  that  some  assistance  could  be 
drawn  from  the  southern  Slates  at  this  lime  ;  but  while 
things  remain  in  their  present  posture,  and  appearances, 
however  illusory  iliey  may  prove  in  the  issue,  afford  the 
strongest  reason  to  keep  their  force  at  home,  to  counteract 
the  seeming  intentions  of  General  Howe.  I  could  neither 
ask  nor  expect  them  to  detach  succour  to  the  norlhern 
Slates,  who  are  so  well  able  to  defend  themseivesagamst 
the  force  they  now  have  to  oppose. 

"  I  hope  an  exaggerated  idea  of  the  enemy's  numbers 
may  have  no  injurious  influence  on  our  measures.  There 
is  no  circumstance  I  am  acquainted  with,  that  induces 
me  to  believe  General  Burgoyne  can  have  more  than  .five 
or  six  thousand  men,  and  if  the  force  left  in  Canada  is 
so  considerable  as  the  information  you  send  me  makes  it, 
he  can  not  have  even  so  many.  The  representations  of 
prisoners  and  deserters  in  this  respect  are  of  little  validity : 
their  knowledge  is  always  very  limited,  and  their  intention, 
particularly  the  former,  very  often  bud  ;  beyond  what  re- 
gards their  own  companies,  little  or  no  attention  is  due  to 
what  they  say.  The  number  of  regiments  your  informant 
mentions,  corresponds  with  other  accounts,  but  in  the 
number  of  men  in  each  company,  he  gives  the  establish- 
ment not,  I  am  persuaded,  the  actual  slate.  The  enemy's 
army  in  Canada  last  campaign,  though  they  suffered  little 
by  action,  must  have  decreased  materially  by  sickness  and 
other  casualties  ;  and  if  the  recruits  to  them,  both  from 
England  and  Germany,  bore  any  proportion  to  those  which 
have  reinforced  General  Howe,  the  state  of  their  regi- 
ments must  be  greatly  inferior  to  what  your  information 
holds  forth.  Reasoning  by  analogy,  as  far  as  it  will 
apply,  I  can  not  imagine  the  British  regiments  can  exceed 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men  each,  fit  for  the  field,  or  that 
ihe  foreign  troops  can  amount  to  many  more  than  three 
thousand  in  all. 

"The  appointment  of  General  Clinton  to  the  govern- 
ment of  your  State  is  an  event  lliat  in  itself  gives  me 
great  ple^'sure,  and  very  much  abates  the  regret  I  should 
otherwise  feel  for  the  loss  of  his  services  in  the  military 
line.  That  gentleman's  character  is  such  as  will  make 
him  peculiarly  useful  at  the  head  of  your  affairs,  in  a  situ- 
ation so  alarming  and  interesting  as  that  which  you  now 
experience.  Agreeably  to  your  desire  my  future  applica- 
tion shall  be  made  to  him. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

"  With  great  respect,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient  servant, 
"GO.  WASHINGTON." 

A  draft  of  resolutions  for  relieving  the  poor  on  the  wes- 
tern frontiers  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  follows  in  the 
words,  vizt : 

"  Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  are  loudly 
called  upon,  by  every  motive  of  justice  and  humanity,  to 
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relieve  the  wants  of  such  unhappy  families  as  are  driven 
from  their  habitations  by  the  rage  of  a  cruel  and  remorse- 
less enemy  and  the  licensed  barbarity  of  their  more  than 
savage  allies  ;  as  well  as  to  share  wiih  their  suffering 
brethren  the  uncommon  plentv  which  Almighty  God  haili 
bountifully  been  pleased,  at  this  season,  to  bestow  upon 
us  : 

"  Resolved,  therefore,  That  it  is  recommended  to  the  ge- 
neral committees  of  the  counties  of  Albany  and  Tryon 
respectively,  to  use  their  utmost  mlluence  with  those  of 
the  inhabitants  who  still  possess  their  places  of  abode,  to 
give  all  possible  assistance  to  those  who  have  been  obliged 
to  abandon  their  settlements,  by  not  only  enabling  them  to 
remove  their  families  and  effects,  but  m  affording  them  all 
possible  accommodation  ;  and  it  is  hereby  most  earnestly 
recommended  to  the  said  committees  respectively,  to  pre- 
vent, as  much  as  possible,  any  increase  of  the  calamities 
of  the  sufferers,  by  impositions  in  the  articles  of  house 
rent,  firewood,  provisions  for  themselves  and  cattle,  and  to 
put  out  and  provide  for,  at  the  public  charge  of  this  State, 
all  such  poor  persons  and  families,  refugees  as  aforesaid, 
as  are  not  able  to  defray  their  own  expenses;  for  which 
this  Council  doth  hereby  render  the  State  of  New-York 
responsible. 

Ordered,  That  two  copies  of  the  said  resolutions  be 
certified  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Yates,  to  be  forwarded  to 
the  committees  of  Albany  and  Tryon  counties. 

Mr.  Isaac  IN'orton  applied  to  the  Council  with  an  order, 
which  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
vizt : 

"  Corllandt's  manor,  July  2ith,  1777. 

"  Sir — Be  pleased  to  deliver  unto  Isaac  Norton,  my 
quarter-master,  3001b.  of  cartridges  or  powder;  if  powder, 
then  9001b.  of  ball,  for  my  regiment,  which  is  very  unpro- 
vided, and  1,000  flints,  and  charge  me  for  the  same. 
"  From  yours  to  serve, 

"  GILBT.  DRAKE,  Lieut.  Colo. 

"  To  Colo.  Lasheb,  Storekeeper 
for  the  State  of  New-Yoik,  at 
FUhkiU." 

Thereupon,  by  desire  of  the  members  present,  the  Pre- 
sident wrote  to  His  Excellency  the  (iovernor  on  that  sub- 
ject, in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Sir — The  bearer.  Isaac  Norton,  a  quarter-master  of 
Colo.  Van  Cortlandt's  regiment  of  militia,  in  Westchester, 
has  applied  here  for  ammunition  i'or  the  militia  called  to 
go  into  Continental  service  at  Peekskill. 

"  The  members  of  the  Council  present  conceive  that 
the  militia  when  called  into  service,  ?hou!d  be  supplied 
with  ammunition  from  the  Continental  magazines.  But 
ihis  consideration  aside,  the  State  has  not  ammunition 
sufficient  to  supply  them.  Your  Excellency  will,  there- 
fore, please  to  apply  to  General  Putnam  or  to  such  other 
officers  as  you  may  think  proper,  to  have  them  supplied 
with  ammunition. 

"  I  am,  with  respect, 
"Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servants. 
«  His  Excellency  Govr.  Clinto.v." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  transmitted  to  His  Excellency  by  the  said  Isaac 
Norton. 

A  petition  of  Silvester  Salisbury,  captain  of  a  company 
of  lighthorse,  at  Kingston,  praying  that  this  Council  would 
be  pleased  to  take  into  consideration  the  services  of  the 
aaid  company,  and  that  Council  will  be  pleased  to  fix  the 
pay  for  the  said  troops,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  endea- 
vour to  obtain  information  what  is  the  Continental  pay 
allowed  to  troopers  ;  and  that  lie  be  pleased  to  cause  pro- 
per muster  rolls  of  the  amount  of  their  pay  to  be  properly 
authenticated  that  they  may  be  paid. 

A  letter  from  Major  Dirck  Jansen,  to  Egbert  Dumond, 
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Esqr.  dated  the  eighth  instant  soliciting  the  discharge  of 
old  Cooper  from  the  Fleet  prison,  was  read,  and 
Ordered  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  ot  Sarah  Ward,  praying  leave  to  enlist  or  hire 
Jacob  Scouten  to  serve  m  the  miiiiia  in  the  stead  of  John 
Schoonmaker,  her  son-in-law,  was  read,  and 

Ordered  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Delegates  of  this  State  at  Congress, 
dated  the  twenty-ninth  July  last,  was  read  and  filed,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

'•  Phila.  29th  July,  1777. 

"  Honourable  Gentlemen — VVe  have  the  hunour  of 
your  favour  of  the  seventeenth  instant,  with  the  several  en- 
closures, to  which  we  shall  pay  all  due  atleiuion. 

"  We  had  flattered  ourselves  that  having  happily  accom- 
plished the  various  matters  given  us  in  charge  by  our  late 
Hotiouiable  Convention,  our  anxiety  relating  to  our  own 
internal  affairs  would  have  been  for  some  lime  at  least 
relieved. 

"  But  the  misfortunes  in  the  northern  department,  and 
the  fresh  attack  which  is  made  upon  General  Schuyler,  in 
consequence  of  them,  renew  our  difficulties.  The  eastern 
States  openly  affirm  that  their  troops  have  no  coiitidence 
in  General  Schuyler,  and  assign  this  as  the  reason  that 
they  have  not  marched  to  his  assistance.  They,  there- 
fore, insist  that  he,  as  well  as  General  St.  Clair,  shall  be 
recalled,  and  General  Gates  again  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand, or  that  Congress  must  take  upon  themselves  all  the 
consequences  which  may  attend  a  refusal  of  this  proposi- 
tion.   You  see,  gentlemen,  the  delicacy  of  our  situation. 

"  If  the  eastern  Delegates  carry  iheir  point,  the  world 
is  left  to  conclude,  not  only  that  General  Schuyler  is  un- 
worthy of  the  command,  but  that  it  the  late  chani^e  had 
not  taken  place,  Ticonderoga,  by  the  abilities  of  General 
Gates,  might  still  have  been  preserved.  In  what  light 
your  Delegates,  and  the  State  by  whose  authority  they 
interposed,  will  be  represented,  on  this  view  of  the  case, 
is  sufficiently  obvious. 

"But,  supposing  General  Schuyler,  after  this  warm  ap- 
plication for  his  removal,  should  be  continued  in  the  com- 
mand, the  eastern  Stales  be  backward  in  supplying  their 
militia,  and  ihe  calamities  of  ihe  country  in  that  quarter 
increase,  would  there,  under  these  circumstances,  be  any 
end  to  clamour  and  reproach  ? 

"  It  is  not  easy  to  determine  the  line  of  conduct  we 
ought  to  pursue,  especially  as  we  can  not  be  assisted  by 
your  advice,  nor  strengthened  by  your  authority. 

"  We  shall  take  the  first  opportunity  to  inform  you  of 
the  event,  and  in  the  mean  time,  assure  you  that  we  are, 
'"  -Most  respectfully,  honour,  gentlemen, 

"Your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

"PHIL.  LIVINGSTON, 
"JAS.  DUANE, 
"WM.  DUER. 

"  Honourable  Council  of  Safety  for 

the  State  of  New- York." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  lie  on  the  table  for  the  pe- 
rusal of  the  members. 

Lieutenant  Michael  Connely,''of  Colo.  Duboys's  regi 
mcnt,  by  an  application  in  writing,  informed  the  Council 
that  there  are  a  number  of  young  men  among  the  priso- 
ners of  the  Fleet  prison.  That  Egbert  Dumond,  Esqr.  is 
willing  (with  permission  of  the  Council,)  to  go  on  board 
with  him  and  report  the  names,  crimes  and  examinations 
of  such  of  them  as  may  be  willing  to  enlist  in  the  Conti- 
nental service. 

Ordered,  That  Egbert  Dumond,  Esqr.  sheriff  of  Ulster 
county,  and  Lieutenant  Connely,  have  leave  to  go  on 
board  of  the  Fleet  prison  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and 
report  to  this  Council. 

Ordered,  That  such  members  of  this  Council  as  remain 
in  town  after  the  adjournment,  open  all  public  letters  which 
may  come  to  their  hands  for  this  Council,  and  forward  such 
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as  arc  to  be  forwarded,  keeping  copies  of  any  forwarded 
leitcrs,  if  they  slmll  lliink  proper. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  10  ho. 


DIE  LUNiE,  10  no.  A.  M. 

August  11,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlaiidt,  Esqr.  President. 

Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Treilwell,  3Iajor  Van  ZanJt,  Colo.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Jlr.  Harper,  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Living- 
iton. 

An  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  commissioners  for 
conspiracies,  &c.  was  received,  read  and  filed,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  State  of  Neiu-Yurk,  ss. — By  the  commissioners  for 
conspiracies,  &c. 

"  Poughkeepsie,  Jugt.  9th,  1777. 

"  Resolved,  That  Alexander  Stewart,  a  prisoner  of  war 
confined  in  this  place,  be  sent  to  Kingston,  and  there  deli- 
vered over  to  Messrs.  McKesson  and  Benson,  commissa- 
ries of  prisoners  in  the  State. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"  HENRY  PECKWELL,  Secy." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Alexander  Stewart,  be  commit- 
ted a  prisoner  to  Kingston  jail. 

A  letter  from  John  Barclay,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Albany,  dated  the  9th  instant,  was  read,  and  fol- 
lows, vizt : 

"  .Albany  Committee  Chamber,  9th  Angst.  1777. 

"  HoND.  Sir — We  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  just 
now  received  from  the  committee  of  Schenectady.  You 
will  perceive  by  its  contents,  that  a  reinforcement  is  called 
for  in  that  quarter.  It  gives  us  pain  to  inform  you  that  it  is 
out  of  the  power  of  this  county  to  send  them  any. 

"The  depredations  committed  by  the  tories  is  of  the 
worst  of  consequences,  as  it  elTectuallv  prevents  the  mili- 
tia from  joining  the  army  pursuant  to  General  Ten  Broeck's 
request ;  each  part  calls  for  more  help  to  assist  themselves. 
A  Capt.  Mann,  of  the  militia  of  Scholiaric,  has  collected  a 
number  of  Indians  and  tories  ;  declares  himself  a  friend  to 
King  (Icorgc,  and  threatens  destruction  to  all  who  do  not 
lay  down  their  arms  or  take  protection  from  our  enemies. 
In  order  to  support  our  friends  in  that  quarter,  a  force 
sliould  be  sent  to  tliem.  This  is  needless  to  attempt,  as  a 
reason  is  already  assigned  why  no  force  can  be  had. 

"In  yours  of  the  27th  ult.  you  desire  that  every  nerve 
may  be  exerted  ;  this  has  been  done,  though  without  the 
desired  efiect.  Our  army  to  the  northward,  we  have  al- 
ready informed  you,  does  not  appear  adequate  to  repel  the 
force,  supposed  to  be  coming  against  them.  Yesterday, 
one  regiment  passed  through  this  town  on  their  way  home, 
their  times  being  out.  A  bounty  of  twenty  dollars  per  man 
was  offered  them  to  stay  four  months  longer ;  it  had  no 
effect.  The  friends  to  their  country,  who  have  marched 
from  this  county,  beirin  to  grow  uneasy,  looking  upon  it, 
that  their  families  ought  to  be  removed  to  a  place  of  greater 
safely ;  we  fear  they  will  not  slay  much  longer.  The  coun- 
try to  the  northward  of  this  city  arc  chiefly  all  drove  in. 
Yesterday  the  Indians  killed  and  scalped  Major  Dirck  Van 
Veghten,  of  Scha^hlichoche,  not  tar  from  his  own  house  ; 
it  is  reported  two  or  three  other  inhabitants  in  that  quarter 
shared  the  same  fate.  We  have  wrote  to  New-England, 
in  the  most  pressing  terms,  for  aid  ;  none,  as  yet,  appears. 
This,  sir,  is  our  present  situation,  which  to  us,  does  not 
appear  very  flattering.  It  is  reported  that  our  army  will 
soon  make  head-quarters  at  Half  Moon. 

"  I  am  your  very  humble  servt. 

"  By  order. 
"JOHN  BARCLAY,  Chairman. 
'  To  the  Honble.  the  President  of  the 

CouncU  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New- York." 


A  letter  from  Adam  Fonda,  therein  enclosed,  was  also 
read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Caughnawago,  IHth  August,  1777. 

"  Gentlemen — We  herein  transdiii  you  the  hc^l  intel- 
ligence we  could  learn  from  sundry  persons  who  have  lnjcn 
in'a  battle  which  was  fought  on  W  cdnesil;iy,ihe  5ih  msi.uit, 
beginning  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  coiitiiiiiin;:  until 
3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  at  Oneida  creek,  half  wav  be- 
tween Oriska  and  Fort  Schuyler,  between  a  ])arty  wl  die 
Indians  and  our  militia.  The  tlead  and  woundeij,  as  lar 
as  we  can  learn,  is  hereunto  annexed.  We  have  i-Lcuivcd 
a  letter,  wrote  by  order  of  General  Herkermer,  to  sen. I  ii;) 
all  the  militia  and  other  forces  we  can  to  their  iiiiihl' iiai'e 
assistance,  as  the  greatest  part  of  those  we  have  nircaiiv 
sent  are  cut  off.  We  therefore  expect  you  will  scuii  im  lo 
us  immediately  all  the  forces  you  can,  and  you  will  [li^'  i.-c 
send  the  like  directions  to  the  committee  in  Albany,  for 
like  purpose,  so  that  we  may  be  enabled  lo  stand  our  ene- 
mies. Fort  Schuyler  is  stdl  attacked  and  a  smart  fire  kept 
up  on  both  sides.  God  only  knows  the  event.  Tins  Lri;e< 
to  you  by  express,  by  which  we  will  expect  your  aiis\ver  ; 
until  then, 

"  We  remain,  gentlemen, 

"Your  humble  servts. 

"ADAM  FONDA, 
"  Committeeman  in  behalf  of  the  whole. 
"  To  tlie  Committee  of  Schenectady." 

A  list  of  the  dead  and  wounded  of  our  militia,  as  far  as 
is  come  to  our  knowledge  :  Harmanus  Van  Slyck,  major  ; 
John  James  Davis,  capt.  ;  Benjamin  Davis,  privnte  ;  Henry 
Divendorph,  capt.;  John  Eisenlord,  major;  John  illevin, 
major;  C/olo.  Cox;  seven  men  of  the  name  ot  Sncll  ; 
Slajor  Paris  and  his  son  ;  and  a  great  number  more  whose 
names  we  have  not  yet  learned — dead. 

General  Ilerkiermer,  Colo.  Visscher,  Jacob  Gardinccr, 
^^'llliam  Scliaver,  John  Van  Antwerp,  John  Bigl)rcad— 
wounded. 

Of  the  enemy  :  Stephen  Watts,  Sir  John's  broilier-in- 
lavv  ;  William  Johnson,  an  Indian  ;  with  a  great  many 
others — dead. 

The  Council  was  informed  that  eight  of  the  members 
met  yesterday  on  receipt  of  the  above  letter,  and  that  b\- 
their  unanimous  advice  and  directions.  General  Scott,  who 
was  one  of  them,  enclosed  copies  of  the  said  letters  from 
John  Barclay,  Esqr.  chairman,  and  from  Ad;im  Fonda  lo 
the  Governor. 

A  letter  from  Captain  Henry  Benson,  warden  of  the 
Fleet  prison,  dated  this  day,  was  read. 

He  thereby  informs  that  the  commissioners  of  conspira- 
cies have  sent  to  him,  under  a  i^nard,  eleven  prisoners, 
whose  names  were  enclosed  ;  and  that  he  is  informed  lhat 
Thomas  Williamson,  one  of  the  said  prisoners,  has  at  ' 
different  times  broken  his  irons,  and  is  a  dangerous  person. 

Ordered,  That  Georce  Hongliston,  John  Cascwell,  Eli- 
sha  Houg,  Pclcg  Fissell,  Thomas  JIuller,  Jacob  Straat, 
Junr.  Peter  De  Pew  3rd,  Cornelius  Johannes  Blaavelt, 
John  Mosher,  Joseph  Hollowav,  be  confined  in  the  Fleet 
prison,  ana  that  Mr.  Sheriff  Dumond  inquire  whether  the 
said  Thomas  Williamson  is  a  lory  or  felon,  and  if  the  lat- 
ter, what  felony  he  committed,  and  where. 

A  letter  from  Jacobus  VVynkoop  to  the  Council  of  Sale- 
ty,  dated  the  sixth  instant,  was  read  and  filed. 

He  thereby  informs  that  on  the  eiiiliieenth  day  of  April, 
1776,  agreeably  to  an  order  of  ConinuUcc  of  Safety  for  the 
State  of  New- York,  he  took  the  coininand  of  the  vessels 
on  Lake  Cliamplain  as  commodore. 

That  by  advice  of  the  commander  in  the  northern  de- 
partment, he  requests  the  aid  of  this  Council  in  the  pre- 
mises. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor. 

Major  Nicholson,  on  request,  attending,  was  called  be- 
fore the  Council  and  examined.    He  says  he  has  a  pass 
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from  General  Schuyler;  thai  he  was  desired  not  to  speak 
discouragingly  on  the  subject  of  the  iiortJiern  army. 

A  letter  Irom  His  Excellency  (ioveriior  Clinton,  dated 
the  ninth  instant,  at  l-'ort  i\Iontgomerie,  was  received,  read, 
and  is  in  the  words  i'ollowing,  vizt : 

"  t  ort  Montgomery,  August  9lh,  1777. 

"  Gentlemen — I  am  honoured  witli  your  favour  of  the 
7tli  inst.  enclosing  copies  of  letters  from  General  Schuy- 
ler to  Congress  and  your  Board. 

"  It  would  have  been  equally  agreeable  to  me  to  have 
headed  the  militia,  and  marched  to  tlie  reinforcement  of  tlie 
northern  army  as  to  liave  commanded  tiiose  ordered  this 
way.  The  reasons  wiiich  influenced  me  to  come  to  this 
and  the  adjacent  posts  witli  so  large  a  proportion  of  the 
militia,  I  need  not  mention.  Thev  were  contained  in  Ge- 
neral Wasliington's  letter,  whicii  I  communicated  to  your 
House,  and  since  repeated  them  in  a  letter  addressed  to 
General  Schuyler.  If  tliat  letter  is  received,  General 
Schuyler  must  iiave  observed  that  tlie  greatest  part  of  the 
mihtia  of  the  State  are  ordered  into  actual  service,  either 
to  reinforce  liis  army  or  to  occupy  the  posts  assigned  them 
by  General  Washington  in  this  quarter,  and  indeed  those 
originally  designed  for  this  station,  were  considered  as 
being  called  out  to  replace  an  equal  number  of  Continental 
troops  intended  for  the  reinforcement  of  the  northern  army. 
This  being  the  case,  I  wisli  General  Schuyler,  in  his  letter 
to  Congress,  had  made  some  discrimination  between  this 
State  which  has  used  every  possible  exertion  in  its  present 
unliappy  situation,  and  liie  States  of  Massacluisetts  Bay 
and  Connecticut,  that  have  not  furnished  a  man  of  their  mi- 
litia for  the  reinforcement  of  the  army  in  either  depart- 
ment, nor  have  scarcely  answered  the  letters  to  them,  re- 
questing the  necessary  aids,  especially  as  I  am  persuaded 
it  is  far  from  Genl.  Schuyler's  intentions  to  represent  this 
State  in  an  unfavourable  light. 

"  By  Genl.  Schuyler's  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  a  copy 
of  which  I  enclose,  he  is  of  opinion  that  my  attendance 
at  Albany,  with  the  Council  of  Safety,  will  tend  to  raise 
the  desponding  spirits  of  the  people  there.  If  your 
Honourable  Board  should  agree  in  this  sentiment,  and  con- 
ceive that  I  can  with  propriety,  and  consistent  with  the 
general  safety  of  the  State,  leave  the  command  of  the  mi- 
litia in  this  quarter,  I  will  on  the  least  intimation,  with 
the  utmost  cheerfulness,  attend  you  to  Albany,  and  lake 
under  my  more  immediate  command  such  of  the  militia  as 
I  can  collect  in  the  northern  parts  of  tiiis  State. 

"  By  a  letter  from  our  Delegates  in  Continental  Con- 
gress, dated  the  5th  instant,  I  am  advised  that  Congress 
have  ordered  Genl.  Gates  to  repair  to  the  northward,  and 
take  the  command  of  the  army  there  ;  General  Schuyler 
to  join  the  army  under  General  Washington. 

"  The  only  reason  aasigned  in  Congress  for  recalling 
Genl.  Schuyler,  was  his  loss  of  the  confidence  of  the 
eastern  Slates.  Now  they  are  gratified,  they  have  no  ex- 
cuse for  not  turning  out  and  dctendin^  their  country  ;  and 
yet  if  fears  became  an  officer,  I  should  express  some  of 
their  not  behaving  better  than  usual  under  any  change  of 
command. 

"  We  have  yet  no  accounts  of  the  enemy  since  their  ves- 
sels left  the  Capes  of  Delaware.  It  has  been  reported  that 
they  appeared  there  a  second  time,  but  nothing  of  this  is 
mentioned  in  my  letters. 

"  1  have  only  to  add  that  if  the  Council  should  be  of 
opinion  that  it  is  expedient  to  order  out  the  whole  or  any 
greater  part  of  the  regiments  from  the  northern  parts  of 
Ulster  and  Dutchess  than  are  already  called  out,  for  the 
reinforcement  of  the  northern  army,  upon  the  least  intima- 
tion to  me  thereof,  I  shall  issue  the  necessary  orders. 

"  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Council  that  the  mi- 
litia commanded  to  these  posts  have  turned  out  with  the 


greatest  spirit  and  alacrity,  Icavinc  scarcely  a  man  behind 
them,  although  many  of  ilieir  harvests  are  sliil  in  the  licid. 
"  I  have  the  honour  lo  be,  gentlemen, 

"Your  most  obedient  servant, 

"GEO.  CLINTON. 

"The  Honourable  the  Council  of  -Safety." 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  at  SiillwniLT,  ilie 
6th  instant,  therein  enclosed,  was  also  read,  and  is  iii  the 
words  following,  vizt : 

"  Stillwater,  August  r>th.  1777. 

"  Dear  Sir— General  Ten  Bi  occk  has  ordered  out  the 
whole  of  the  militia  ;  but  I  fear  very  few  will  march,  .md 
that  most  of  them  will  behave  as  the'  Schohary  and  :^che- 
nectady  militia  have  done.  How  that  is,  yoii  will  sec  by 
the  enclosed,  which  are  copies  of  letters  I  iiave  this  mo- 
ment received. 

"  The  people  are  desponding.  They  want  to  have  tlieir 
spirits  roused.  Nothing  short  of  your  coming  up  to  Alba- 
ny, with  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  wii;  do 
it ;  or  if  they  are  not  yet  formed,  with  the  Council  of  Safety. 

"  We  expect  the  enemy  will  move  soon  ;  and  as  oiir 
strength  is  daily  decreasing,  we  shall  again  be  obli::ed  to 
decamp  and  retreat  before  them. 

"  If  Burgoyne  gets  lo  Albany,  our  State  is  gone  in  all 
its  extent ;  for  the  people  who  would  not  turn  out  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy  from  penetrating,  will  not  be  able  to  do  it 
wiien  they  are  got  in. 

"  I  am,  dear  sir,  very  sincerely, 
"  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servatit, 

"PH.  SCHUYLER. 

"  Excellency,  Govr.  Clinton." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letters  be  committed  to  Messrs. 
Robert  R.  Livingston,  j\Ir.  Yates  and  Mr.  Tredwcll. 
Adjourned  until  this  afternoon  4  o'clock. 

Die  Lun^,  4  ho.  P.  M.  August  11,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Blr.  Yates,  Mr.  R.  K.  Livingston,  Mr.  Van  Zamlt,  3Ir.  Harper,  .Mr. 
Gilbt.  Livingston,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Colo  De  Will. 

The  petition  of  Christian  Kroat  of  Livinirston's  manor, 
in  the  county  of  Albany,  dated  this  day,  was  read.  He 
therein  sets  forth  that  his  eldest  son  is  in  llie  Continental 
service  ;  that  about  a  week  ago  his  youngest  son  a  lad  'in- 
der  sixteen  years  of  age,  on  his  way  to  a  mill,  was  seized 
upon  by  a  recruiting  party,  llirealeiicd  with  instant  dcalh  ; 
and  upon  his  positive  refusal  lo  enlist,  was  bound  hand  and 
foot,  thrown  into  a  carriaee  and  dragged  to  Fort  .Montijo- 
merie. 

Ordered.  That  tlie  said  petition  be  referred  to  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  cause  a 
proper  inquiry  to  be  made  at  Fort  i\Iontgomerie,  that  jus- 
tice may  be  done. 

A  petition  of  John  Clint  lately  convicted  and  found 
guilty  by  a  court  martial  at  Albany,  and  recommended  by 
the  said  court  martial  for  a  pardon,  was  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  Peter  Butler  and  eiaht  others  on  behalf  of 
Christopher  Groat  praying  for  his  discharge  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  of  William  Wallace,  offering  to  furnish  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Continental  service,  if  he  may  be  di.scharged, 
was  read  and  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table  until  the  Secre- 
elary  can  inquire  and  report  his  case. 

A  memorial  of  Cornelius  C.  Elmendorph  praying  to 
have  an  exemption  from  all  drafts  in  the  mililia,  or  to  be 
discharged  from  the  employment  of  commissary  of  the 
Fleet  prison,  was  read. 
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Ordered,  That  Cornelius  C.  Elmendorph  be  informed 
ihat  ihc  Council  wish  he  may  continue  in  the  office  of 
commissary  ;  but  that  the  Council  can  not,  with  justice  lo 
individuals  in  public  service,  give  him  an  exemption  from 
military  duty. 

A  petition  of  Archibald  Wilson,  a  prisoner  in  Kingston 
jaili  piayi"o  leave  to  enlist  in  the  Continental  service 
was  read.  And 

Ordered,  That  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted  ;  but  that 
his  enlisting  does  not  excuse  any  other  person  from  military 
duly. 

Benjamin  Bartholomew  from  Schoharie,  attending  at  the 
door,  was  admitted  and  heard.  He  informs  in  substance 
that  a  certain  man  at  Schoharie,  was  collecting  a  party  in 
favour  of  the  enemy,  had  dispirited  the  inhabitants  ;  that 
the  few  resolutely  well  affected  were  escaping  from  thence 
privately.    The  said  Benjamin  Bariholomew  withdrew. 

Thereupon  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor, on  the  subject,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Sir — The  Council  have  received  advice  that  one  Cap- 
tain Man  is  collecting  a  force  in  Schoharie,  and  has  pre- 
Tailed  upon  the  inhabitants  through  fear,  to  take  part  with 
him,  and  even  to  take  up  arms  against  us.  As  this  must 
expose  the  frontiers  of  Ulster  and  Albany  counties,  and  the 
flame  may  possibly  e.\tend  further,  if  not  instantly  checked. 

"  They  would  suggest  to  your  Excellency  the  propriety 
of  sending  a  party  under  the  command  of  an  active  and 
intelligent  officer,  by  the  way  of  Woodstock  or  Catskill, 
who  may  fall  upon  the  party,  arouse  the  spirits  of  our 
friends,  and  give  the  Indians  such  an  impression  of  our 
activity,  as  will  render  them  cautious  of  opposing  us. 
Perhaps  about  two  hundred  men  might  be  spared  for  this 
purpose  from  the  garrison  in  the  Highlands,  and  if  neces- 
sary they  might  again  be  reinstated  by  oilier  militia.  The 
Council  submit  this  plan  to  your  Excellency,  and  if  it 
should  be  approved,  doubt  not  but  that  it  will  be  carried 
instantly  into  execution,  since  secrecy  and  expedition  will 
ensure  its  success. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  Excellency's 

"  Most  obedient  humble  servt. 

•■  Hit  Excel.  Govt.  Clinton." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted  by  John  Frear,  as  e.x- 
press. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  a.  m. 

August  12,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  lo  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Peese.nt — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr-  Yates,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Gilht.  Livingston,  IVtajor  Van  Zandt,  Ma- 
jor Tappen,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston. 

Ordered,  That  the  sherilf  of  Ulster  county  cause  John 
Frear  (lately  permitted  to  go  home  from  the  Fleet  prison, 
during  the  pleasure  of  this  Council.)  to  be  again  taken,  and 
confined  on  board  of  the  said  Fleet  prison.  And, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Piatt,  Major  Van 
Zandt  and  Mr.  Tredwell  be  a  commiltee  to  form  such  ad- 
ditional directions  as  may  be  necessary  tor  the  government 
of  the  Fleet  prison. 

A  letter  from  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton, dated  the 
eleventh  instant,  and  directed  lo  Genl.  Scott,  (in  answer  to 
a  letter  wrote  to  him  by  Genl.  Scott,  at  the  request  of 
seven  oilier  members,  on  Sunday  last,  was  read. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  lo  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  in 
answer  to  his  of  the  ninth  instant,  was  read  and  approved 
of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Sir — The  Council  were  honoured  with  your  Excel- 
ICDcy's  favour  of  the  ninth  instant,  and  are  extremely  sorry 


to  find  by  the  letter  enclosed,  the  melancholy  situation  of 
the  northern  army,  and  the  probabiliiv  of  their  relinquish- 
ing still  more  of  the  country  to  the  enemy;  and  tins  too 
when  the  efforts  of  our  State  must  necessarily  be  weakened 
by  an  attention  to  the  passes  in  the  Highlands,  and  the  se- 
curity of  Hudson's  river. 

"  The  Council  believe  with  Genl.  Schuyler,  that  your 
Excellency's  presence  would  serve  to  animate  I'he  mu  iiicrn 
mihtia,  but  know  not  how  far  your  quitting  the  iinnortaiit 
post  you  now  occupy,  would  be  consistent  with  us  .-^ecuriiv. 
of  which  they  conceive  that  you,  sir,  are  the  only  uuw't 
judge. 

"  As  your  Excellency  has  fuller  information  thai,  ihis 
Council  can  receive,  they  doubt  not  but  that  you  w:ll  take 
such  measures  as  you  conceive  best  calculated  lo  pmuiuic 
the  general  interest,  in  which,  as  far  as  their  concurrence  is 
necessary,  they  will  cheerfully  cooperate. 

"It  is  with  pleasure  the  Council  learn  from  your  Excel- 
lency, that  the  militia  called  in  to  the  posts  in  the  Hii^lilands. 
have  shown  so  much  readiness  and  alacrity.  'Vhe\  are 
extremely  sorry  to  inform  your  E.xcellency  that  the  olhcers 
have  been  negligent  of  their  duty,  in  the  upper  part  of 
Dutcliess  county,  and  that  no  drafts  have  as  yet  been  sent 
from  that  quarter,  notwithstanding  the  pressing  necessity 
that  there  is  for  the  immediate  march  of  the  militia  to  the 
northward  ;  and  as  the  Council  are  informed,  some  regi- 
ments have  not  yet  even  proceeded  to  draft  their  men. 

"I  am,  sir,  your  Excellency's 

"  Most  obdt.  humbl.  scrvt. 

'■  His  Excellency  Govr.  Clinton." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  siimcd 
by  the  President,  and  transmilted. 

Mr.  Tappen  informed  the  Council  of  Safety  that  he  had 
this  morning  traced  a  report,  that  the  tories' and  Jinjians 
were  to  make  a  descent  on,  and  destroy,  this  lown  of 
Kingston  on  next  Friday  night. 

Thereupon,  the  draft  of  the  following  letter  to  Colo. 
Pawling,  stating  the  whole  matter,  was  read  and  approved 
of,  and  IS  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — The  Council  were  this  morning  informed  that  a 
report  prevailed  here  that  the  tories  and  Indians  were  to 
make  a  descent  on  this  town  on  P'riday  night  next,  when 
they  were  to  burn  and  destroy  it.  Upon  inquiry,  the  au- 
thor of  this  report  was  discovered  to  be  a  dausshler  of 
Cornelius  Garner,  who  says  that  she  heard  it  from  her 
mother. 

"  The  Council  do  not  put  much  confidence  in  this  re- 
port ;  however,  think  it  proper  to  apprise  you  of  li  ;  and 
as  the  author  of  the  report  referred  to  resides  in  your 
neighbourhood,  the  Council  trust  you  will  have  sucii 
inquiries  made  as  you  shall  think  proper  ;  send  out  scouts, 
post  men  and  take  such  measures  as  you  are  enabled  to 
do,  by  directions  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  as 
will  render  that  scheme  abortive. 

"  I  am,  with  respect,  sir, 

"  Your  very  humble  servant. 

"  To  Colo.  Levi  Pawling." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Elias  Hasbrouck  be  directed 
to  proceed  to  Canaan,  in  Connecticut,  and  there  lake 
cliarge  of  twelve  hundred  bushels  of  salt,  purchased  by 
Colo.  Lett  for  the  use  of  this  State  ;  and  that  the  said 
Elias  Hasbrouck  cause  the  said  salt  lo  be  tran.=poried  lo 
Captain  Radclifl's  Landing,  on  Hudson's  river.  And  Colo. 
Lott  or  any  of  his  agents,  are  hereby  directed  to  deliver 
twelve  hundred  bushels  of  salt  lo  the  said  Elias  Has-' 
brouck,  lakins  his  receipt  for  the  same.  And, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  .advance  to  Elias  Has- 
brouck three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  for  paying  the  ex- 
penses of  transporting  of  salt  from  Canaan  lo  Kad ley's 
Landing,  on  Hudson's  river;  the  said  Elias  Hasbrouck  to 
be  accountable  for  the  same. 
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Mr.  Sheriff  Dumond,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  yes- 
terday, reported  the  examination  of  Tiioinas  Williamson. 
Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Tiiomas  Williamson  be  confined 
(in  irons  if  the  sheriff  shall  think  it  necessary)  in  the  jail 
at  Kingston. 

The  Council  are  informed  that  John  Burger  is  attending 
with  John  Houston,  a  prisoner,  and  formerly  an  ollicer  in 
the  American  service,  for  the  directions  of  the  Council  as 
to  the  said  prisoner. 

The  Council  were  informed  that  the  said  John  Houston 
had  received  of  one  of  the  field  officers  of  Colonel  Ganse- 
voort's  regiment,  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  recruiiing 
service,  for  which  he  has  not  accounted  ;  that  he  has  been 
tried. 

Die  Martis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  August  12,  1777. 
The  Council  met  by  the  ringing  of  the  bell  and  sum- 
mons by  the  messenger. 

Present — Pierre  Vaa  Cortlandt,  £sqr.  President. 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Plait,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livinsston.  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr. 
Tredwell,  Major  Tappen,  Colo.  De  Wilt,  Mr.  liobl.  li.  Livingston. 

A  memorandum  of  John  Burger,  Victor  Bicker,  Junr. 
and  Cornelius  Bicker,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  vizt : 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  Slate  of  Xew-Yorh. 

"  Gentlemen — We  the  subscribers,  being  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  character  and  situation  of  Captain  Hous- 
ton, who  has  ever  distinguished  and  behaved  himself  as  a 
steady  friend  to  America,  could  wish  he  might  be  indulged 
with  his  enlargement,  by  being  admitied  on  parol  to  this 
town,  for  which  we  are  willing  to  become  his  securities. 

"JOHN  BURGER, 
"VICTOR  BICKER.  Junr. 
"CORNELIUS  BICKER." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  take  a  bond  in  the  penally 
of  two  hundred  pounds,  of  the  said  John  Housten  and  the 
persons  above,  offering  themselves  as  his  sureties,  condi- 
tioned for  the  good  behaviour  of  the  said  Housten,  and  for 
his  personal  appearance  and  answering  to  any  suit  that 
may  be  commenced  or  instituted  against  him  for  the  public 
money  delivered  to  him  for  the  recnuting  service. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  dated  the  11th 
inst.  was  read,  and  follows,  vizt : 

"  Albany  Com.mittee  Chamber,  ? 

"  llth  .,![;?.  1777.  ] 

"  Sir — We  wrote  you  a  few  days  ago,  giving  you  a  state 
of  affairs  to  the  northward,  as  far  as  they  came  to  our 
knowledge.  We  then  informed  you  that  tlie  prospect  was 
disagreeable  ;  it  appears  every  day  more  gloomy  ;  our  ap- 
prehensions are  not  so  groundle-'^s  as  those  at  a  distance 
suppose  them  to  be.  W'e  are  well  assured,  did  our  situa- 
tion present  itself  in  the  same  point  of  light  to  our  neigh- 
bours as  it  does  to  us,  some  mode  would  be  tallen  on  for 
our  relief.  Being  informed  that  repeated  applications  were 
made  to  the  New  England  States  for  aid,  and  seeing  that 
no  reinforcement  came  forward,  thouglit  it  our  indispensa- 
ble duty  to  address  the  people  at  lar^c  ;  a  copy  of  which  we 
enclose  you,  together  witli  an  answer  Iroin  one  of  their 
counties,  by  which  we  arc  infiirmed  that  their  militia  are 
ordered  to  the  southward.  On  tlic  (iovcrnor  and  Council 
of  Safety  being  repeatedly  informed  of  our  distressed  situa- 
tion we  flattered  ourselves  that  some  assistance  would  be 
sent  from  the  lower  counties  of  our  State,  but  alas,  all  their 
forces  are  ordered  to  repel  an  intended  insurrection,  when  a 
real  one  is  entirely  neglected. 

"  By  the  enclosed  from  the  German  Flats,  and  Mr.  Hel- 
mer's  account,  you  will  be  informed  that  the  troops  have 
done  their  duty,  and  that  the  niilitia  have  behaved  very 
brave.  General  Herkemcr  merits  the  greatest  praise  :  he, 
after  having  his  thigh  broken,  s.ai  on  a  log  with  a  drawn 
eword,  inspecting  his  men  for  several  hours.    He  was  re- 


of  action,  which  he  absolutely  refused.  We  can  assure 
you  at  the  same  time,  that  our  warmest  advocates  and 
bravest  friends  of  Tryon  county  fell  in  that  skirmish;  they 
are  dispirited  and  call  for  lielp  :  none  can  be  sent  from  this 
quarter. 

"  The  people  from  Scliohary  have  informed  us  that  they 
will  be  obliged  to  lay  down  their  arms. 

"The  militia  that  could  be  collected  in  this  county  have 
been  sent  to  the  army :  tliey  have  been  long  in  service,  and 
seeing  no  prospect  of  relief,  intend  soon  to  return  and  re- 
move their  families  to  a  place  of  greater  safety.  We  are 
informed  that  our  army  intends  to  retreat  to  Half  .Moon. 
Should  they  be  obliged  to  take  this  step,  the  western  ccin- 
munication  will  be  opened  to  the  enemy.  The  appearance 
of  a  few  of  the  enemy's  troops  on  the  Mohawk  river  would 
immediately  make  the  inhabitants  lav  down  their  arms. 
Our  feeling  for  the  brave  men  in  that  quarter  is  very  gr.\Tt. 
The  Oneida  Indians  are  much  distressed  for  us ;  they  furnish 
us  with  several  useful  pieces  of  intelligence  respecting  our 
western  affairs,  and  beg  us  to  stand  with  firmness. 

"  Should  Albany  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the 
savages  will  be  obliged  to  take  an  active  part  against  us. 
If  two  hundred  can  drive  in  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  well 
settled  country  for  upwards  of  fifty  miles,  which  at  present 
is  the  case,  how  must  the  country  safTer  when  perhaps  a 
thousand  or  more  are  necessitated  to  join  against  us?  Gen- 
tlemen may  probably  think  we  are  panic  struck;  that  the 
fear  of  losing  our  property,  is  a  cause  of  our  drawing  so 
melancholy  a  picture.  We  have,  we  suppose,  the  feelings 
of  other  men  on  like  occasions ;  but  the  distress  which  must 
ensue,  engrosses  a  great  part  of  our  attention.  We  are 
happy  in  liaving  it  in  our  power  to  declare  with  truth,  that 
every  thing  that  could  be  done  by  us,  lias  been  done,  and 
that  any  calamities  that  befal  our  country,  is  owing  to  no 
omission  or  want  of  duty  in  us  ;  and  since  no  troops  make 
their  appearance  from  any  quarter  to  our  relief,  we  are  ap- 
prehensive that  this  city  will  in  a  short  time,  be  in  the 
possession  of  the  enemy. 

"  We  are,  sir,  your  most  hum.  servt. 

'  •  •  "  By  order, 

"JOHN  BARCLAY,  Chairman. 
"  To  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety  " 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  Peter  J.  Daggert,  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  German  Flatts,  dated  the  9th  instant, 
directed  to  the  committee  of  Albany,  was  read,  and  follows, 
vizt : 

"  German  Flatts  Com.mittee  Chamber,  ) 
•'  Jugust  9lh,  1777.  S 

"  Gentleme;j — Just  arrived  Capt.  Demuth  and  John 
Adam  Helmer,  the  bearers  hereof,  with  an  account  that 
they  arrived  with  some  difficulty  at  Fort  Schuyler,  the 
sixth  day  of  the  month,  being  sent  there  by  order  of  Gene- 
ral Herkemer.  Before  he  set  out  to  the  field  of  battle  he 
requested  some  assistance  from  the  fort,  in  order  to  make 
an  effort  to  facilitate  our  march  to  the  fort.  Two  hundred 
and  six  men  were  granted.  They  made  a  sally,  encoun- 
tered the  enemy,  killed  many,  destroyed  the  tents  (>f  the 
enemy,  and  came  off  victorious  to  the  fort.  The  com- 
mander desired  them  to  acquaint  us,  and  his  superiors, 
that  he  is  wanting  assistance,  and  thinks  to  stand  out  so 
long  that  timely  assistance  could  come  to  his  relief. 

"  Concerning  the  battle — on  our  side  all  accounts  agreed 
that  a  great  number  of  the  enemy  is  killed  ;  the  flower  of 
our  militia,  either  killed  or  wounded,  e.xcept  150,  who  stood 
tiie  field  and  forced  the  enemy  to  retreat ;  the  wounded 
were  brought  off  by  those  brave  men ;  the  dead  they  left 
on  the  field,  for  want  of  a  proper  support.  We  will  not 
take  upon  us  to  tell  of  the  behaviour  of  the  rear.  So  far, 
we  know  they  took  to  flight  the  first  firing. 

"  General  Heikemer  is  wounded  ;  Colo.  Cox  seemingly 
killed,  and  a  g-reat  many  officers  are  amonsj  the  slain.  We 
are  surrounded  by  tories,  a  party  of  100  of  whom  are  now 
on  their  march  through  the  woods.    We  refer  you  for  fur- 


peatedly  solicited  by  his  friends^t^  be  carried  from  the  field  [  thcr  information  to  the  bearer.    Major  Watts  of  the  enemy 
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is  killed  ;  Joseph  Brandt,  William  Johnson,  several  known 
lone*,  and  a  number  of  Indians. 

•'  lieiiilemen,  we  pray  you  will  send  us  succour.  By  the 
deaili  of  inosl  pari  of  our  comuiiitee  members,  ihe  field 
officers  and  general  being  wounded,  every  lliing  is  out  of 
order,  ihe  people  entirely  dis{)iriie(i  ;  our  county  at  Esopus 
unrepresented  ;  that  we  can  not  hope  n  stand  it  any  longer 
without  your  aid  ;  we  will  not  mention  the  shocking  aspect 
our  fields  do  show.  Faithful  to  our  country,  we  remain, 
"Your  sorrowful  brethren, 

"  The  few  members  of  this  committee. 
"  Altesled. 

"PETER  J.  DEGGART, 

"  Chairman. 

"  To  the  Chairman  of  the  Commiltee 

of  Albany,  and  by  ihem  to  Col.  Van  Schaick." 

The  examination  of  Adam  Helmer,  taken  before  the 
committee  of  Albany,  yesterday,  was  read,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  vizt : 

"  Adam  Helmer  infortned  that  he  was  sent  to  Fort 
Schuyler,  by  General  Herkemer,  wiih  a  letter  to  Colo. 
Gansevoort,  acquainting  hini  of  liis  march  to  the  relief  of  tiie 
garrison;  that  he  arrived  at  the  fort  on  Wednesday  last  at 
one  o'clock  ;  that  at  two,  Colo.  Willeit  turned  out  with  two 
hundred  and  seven  men,  and  attacked  an  encampment  of 
the  enemy  about  one  mile  from  the  fort,  in  order  to  facili- 
tate General  Herkemer's  march  to  the  fori  ;  that  the  en- 
gagement lasted  about  an  hour,  and  that  the  enemy  were 
drove  off  with  great  loss  ;  liial  the  colonel  then  ordered  the 
flanking  parties  to  spread  themselves  tarther  out,  in  order 
to  discover  whether  there  was  any  enemy  near  them  ; 
upon  their  report,  that  they  discoveied  none,  he  ordered 
his  men  to  take  as  much  of  the  baggage  as  they  could  and 
destroy  the  rest,  which  they  eBectually  did,  eacli  one  car- 
rying with  him  as  much  as  they  could  ;  that  in  their  way 
to  the  fort,  just  above  the  landing  (where  the  old  fort  used 
to  stand)  a  parly  of  two  hundred  regular  troops  appeared, 
preparing  to  give  them  baiile;  that  upon  our  troops  dis- 
covering them.  Captain  Savase  of  the  artillery  pointed  his 
field  piece  upon  them,  and  saluted  tliem  wiili  grape  shot  ; 
this,  together  with  a  smart  discharge  of  small  arms,  and 
one  of  the  cannon  out  of  the  fort,  did  great  execution  among 
theni,  and  soon  obliged  them  to  scamper  off;  when  our 
troops,  with  their  plunder,  marched  to  the  fort,  where  tliey 
arrived  about  4  o'clock,  with  the  same  number  they  left 
the  garrison,  not  one  man  being  killed  or  Wounded  ;  that 
they  took  one  regular  captain  and  four  privates  prisoners  ; 
tliat  amoi!g  the  plunder  they  took  was  one  scarlet  coat 
trimmed  with  gold  lace,  three  laned  hats,  a  good  deal  of 
money,  in  specie  and  paper;  that  the  enemy's  force 
amounted  to  twelve  hundred,  consisting  of  regulars,  tones 
and  Indians,  before  the  cng.iireinenis  of  General  Herkemer 
and  Colonel  Willcit,  but  thinks  thev  have  lost  a  great 
many;  that  the  cannon  the  enemy  have  with  ihem  are  iwosi.x. 
pounders,  two  ihrees,  and  fourcohorns  ;  that  they  are  busy 
erecting  two  batteries,  one  to  the  northeast  and  the  other 
to  llie  northwest  of  the  furl  ;  that  he  heard  the  officers  say 
that  the  plunder  taken  by  our  troops  that  day,  at  a  rea- 
sonable compulation,  amounted  at  least  to  one  thousand 
pounds  ;  that  he  left  the  fort  on  Thursday  niglit  last;  that 
next  morning  he  often  heard  the  report  of  cannon  ;  that  our 
troops  also  found  in  the  enemy's  encampment  a  nuiriber  of 
letters  (which  had  fallen  into  their  hands)  directed  to  offi- 
cers in  the  fort,  but  not  one  had  been  opened. 

"Mbany,  lUh  Jupist,  1777." 

The  copy  of  the  address  of  the  committee  of  Albany  to 
the  people  of  the  eastern  Stales,  requesting  their  aid  to  the 
northern  ,Trmy,  was  received  in  the  letter  from  that  com- 
mittee, and  read. 

The  copy  of  an  answer  thereto  from  Linde  Lord,  chair- 
man of  the  committee  at  Litchfield,  assigning  their  reasons 
for  not  sending  any  of  their  militia  to  aid  the  said  northern 
army,  was  also  read. 


A  draft  of  a  letter  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  ihe  words  following,  to  wit : 

"iSiR — By  the  enclosed  letters  your  Excellency  will 
learn  the  distressed  situation  of  the  nonhcrn  parts  of  this 
Stale.  Unless  it  is  shortly  supported,  it  mu>t  inevitably 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  well  allV-cicd  of 
Albany  county  are  fully  employed  in  supprcs.-in^  ilic  in- 
surrections of  the  disati'ecled  ;  so  thai  liiile  cm  be  expect- 
ed from  them,  unless  the  lories  are  overawed  by  liie  ap- 
pearance of  imuicdialc  force.  i\o  militia  have  Coiiie  in 
from  the  eastward,  nor  have  we  ycl  learned  that  any  are 
like  to  come.  ('olo.  VVynkoop,  who  is  just  arrived  troin 
Albany,  assures  us  that  our  whole  force  at  Stillwaier  con- 
sists of  only  4,000  effective  men,  and  those  much  dispi- 
rited. 

"The  bravery  of  the  militia  of  Tryon  counly,  musi  soon 
be  of  little  avail,  since  the  enemy  can  reinforce  llicir  west- 
ern army  from  Saratoga,  while  ours  are  left  without  the 
least  ho()e  of  assistance. 

"  In  this  situation,  sir,  nothing  but  our  own  exertions  and 
the  Divine  favour  can  extricate  us  ;  let  us  strain  every 
nerve  If  our  neighbours — if  the  grand  army — if  the  whole 
continent,  determine  that  our  little  mutilated  Stale  shall 
bear  the  weight  of  the  American  war,  let  us  acquiesce  in 
their  determination,  and  let  us  brave  the  danger  which  they 
will  not  enable  us  to  repel. 

"  You,  sir,  will  judge  of  the  necespily  of  collecting  our 
whole  force  to  a  point  in  that  quarter  in  which  it  shall  ap- 
pear to  be  most  necessary.  We  would  suggest  to  your 
Excellency  the  necessity  of  sendini;  the  enclosed  letters  to 
Head-Quarters,  with  as  much  of  this  as  you  think  expe- 
dient, with  all  possible  expedition. 

"  It  would  be  very  advantageous  to  have  some  souiliern 
troops  acquainted  wiih  the  Indian  mode  of  fighting,  sent  to 
the  northward,  to  rouse  the  spirits  of  our  army  ilie.re,  who 
shudder  at  the  very  appearance  of  Indians,  and  hardly  dare 
to  step  out  of  their  camp. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  Excellency's 

"  Most  obdt.  humble  servt. 

"  His  Excellency  Govr.  Clinton  " 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed  and  trans- 
mitted ;  and  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  committee,  a  copy 
of  the  letter  from  Peter  Daggr rt,  and  of  ihe  e.\aminalion 
of  Adam  Helmer,  bo  therein  enclosed,  and  that  the  copy 
of  the  address  of  the  committee  of  Albany  to  ihe  people 
of  the  eastern  Stales,  and  of  the  answer  thereto  which  were 
received  from  Albany,  be  therewith  transmitted  to  the  Go- 
vernor. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  John  Jay  and  Gouverneiir  Morris, 
Esqrs.  and  in  their  absence,  to  the  Dclegfiles  of  this  Slate 
at  Congress,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  m  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"Gentlemen — We  are  much  surprised  that  we  have 
not  yet  been  favoured  by  a  line  from  you.  13y  an  express 
that  is  just  going  to  the  Governor,  and  which  we  would  not 
choose  10  delay,  we  would  acquaint  you  that  our  northern 
army  continues  as  weak  as  ever  ;  that  it  has  received  no 
farther  reinforcements  from  New-England  than  about  1.00 
Continental  troops,  and  no  militia;  that  the  lories  join  the 
enemy's  norlhern  and  western  army  in  great  luiinbers  ; 
that  we  are  retreating  from  post  to  post,  and  that  a  tew 
days  will,  unless  they  are  more  eirectually  opposed,  give 
the  enemy  possession  of  Albany,  with  which  Tryon  coun- 
ty mu.st  also  fall  ;  and  the  brave  men  who  have  already 
contended  with  the  enemy  there  with  great  spirit,  trom  des- 
pair of  any  further  aid,  must  yield  to  them  or  fill  into  ilieir 
liands,  and  the  whole  Six  Nations  be  let  loose  on  our  arid 
the  neighbouring  frontiers. 

"It  is  a  prevailing  opinion  at  Head-Quarters,  that  the 
enemy  to  the  northward  are  much  weaker  than  they  really 
are  ;  nor  do  they  make  any  allowance  for  the  strength  they 
are  daily  acquiring  by  an  accession  of  the  disaffected.  We 
1  wish  you  to  slate  this  fact  fully,  and  to  urge  the  necessity 
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of  sending  immediate  aid  to  llie  northward,  or  the  poor  re- 
mains of  liiis  Stale  nmsl  inevitably  lall  iiUo  tlie  hands  of 
the  enetny.  Tlie  troops  to  the  noriluvard  are  so  dispirited 
tlial  they  hardly  dare  look  the  enemy  in  the  face.  'I'hey 
are  unused  to  Indians,  and  h.ive  the  greatest  dread  of 
ihem.  Two  thousand  of  our  inililia  are  einployeil  at  the 
foils  ;  five  hundred  are  sent  lo  reinforce  the  norlhern  army  ; 
the  greater  part  of  ihose  of  Albany,  are  employed  in  sup- 
pressing insurrections  of  the  disHtfected. 

"  About  seven  hundred  of  the  'I'ryon  county  militia  have 
had  a  very  seveie  battle  with  the  enemy,  in  which  they  were 
successful,  but  lost  above  a  hundred  men  killed,  and  most 
of  the  leading  whigs  in  that  county.  On  the  side  of  the 
enemy  a  greater  nucnber  have  fallen  ;  among  them  Capt. 
Watts,  Joseph  Brandi,  William  Johnson,  &c.  We  men- 
tion this  to  enable  you  lo  alHrm  that  we  do  not  call  for  as- 
sistance without  pulling  our  own  shoulders  to  ihe  wheel. 

"I  am,  gentlemen,  with  respect, 

"  Your  most  obt.  hble.  servt. 

*  To  the  Hon.  John  Jay  and  Gouvb.  Morris, 

in  their  absence,  to  New-York  Delegates  at  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  ihe  President,  or  by  the  Secretaries,  by  his  order,  and 
transmilted. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  ho.  A.  M. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

August  13,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Harper,  iMr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Li- 
vingston, Mr.  Tredwell,  Genl.  Scott,  Colo.  De  Wilt,  Mr.  Robt.  R. 
Livingston,  Major  Tappen. 

Captain  Bogardus  beincr  called  before  the  Council,  says, 
that  a'Scrvanl  of  General  De  Fcnnoi,  told  him  this  morn- 
ing, tliat  he  knew  two  men  who  could  tell  when  Fort  'I'i- 
conderoga  was  sold,  and  lor  what  sum. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  rtarper  examine  the  said  servant, 
and  report  his  examination. 

Christopher  Fiero,  being  called  before  the  Council  and 
examined,  says,  that  one  Du  Bois,  who  left  Albany  last 
evening,  informed  him  thai  a  post  or  messenticr  from  Fort 
Schuyler,  arrived  al  Albany  yesterday  evening,  and  re- 
ported that  they  had  been  successful  and  iiad  killed  a  great 
number  of  Indians  and  tones,  and  some  regulars,  or  Bri- 
tish troops,  and  beat  them,  with  a  greater  slaughter  of  the 
enemy  than  any  in  this  Slate  during  the  contest ;  iliat  be- 
tween the  second  liallle  and  the  first,  our  iroops  there  had 
niadc  an  inirenchinent  round  ihe  tort  That  the  said  posi 
or  messenger  at  Albany  turther  reported,  that  every  road 
from  Schoharie  is  ohstnicled  and  filled  up  by  the  tones 
there  ;  that  Colonel  John  Harper  had  escaped  from  thence, 
and  that  Colonel  V rooman,  with  about  twenly-five  whigs, 
had  fortified  himself  in  a  house  there. 

A  petition  of  Joseph  Piersoii  was  read.  He  therein  sets 
forth  a  person  named  iiobinson,  who  says  ihal  he  is  a  ser- 
geant of  Colonel  Uii  Bois's  rcaiuient,  has  enlisted  a  bought 
servant  who  is  one  of  his  workmen  ;  thai  he  has  detained 
the  servant,  and  prays  he  may  be  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  Mr.  Gil- 
bert Livingston  and  Mr.  Yates. 

A  petition  of  John  Freer,  alleging  that  he  has  behaved 
well,  and  desiring  to  know  why  he  has  been  again  con- 
fined. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  lay  on  the  table. 
A  letter  from  His  Excf^llency  the  Governor,  dated  the 
eleventh  inst.  was  read,  and  follows  in  these  words,  to  wit : 

"  New-lVindsor,  lUk  Ju^ust,  1777. 

"  Sir — I  am  this  minute  favoured  with  the  Council's  let- 
ter of  the  8lh  instant,  enclosing  ihe  papers  respecting  liie 


militia  under  the  command  of  Major  Jansen.  The  mea- 
sures taken  by  ihe  (.'ouncil  in  respect  lo  that  corps,  appear 
to  me  perfectly  righi,  and  have  iny  fullest  approliaiion. 

"  I  wrote  this  morning  lo  Colo".  Pawling,  advising  him 
of  the  conduct  of  Ciipi.  Mann,  of  the  Schoharie  inililia, 
irieniioned  in  the  letter  of  the  coiniiiiiiee  of  Albany,  a  copy 
of  which  you  sent  me.  I  am  apprehensive,  thai  luiless  he 
and  his  parly  are  speedily  routed  lliey  will  become  furmi- 
dable  and  dangerous  neiyhiiours  lo  our  western  frontiers. 
I  therefore  proposed  to  Colo.  Pawling,  in  the  letter  I  ad- 
dressed to  liim  this  morning,  the  propriety  of  einbudvio!;  a 
parly  of  men  out  of  his  legnneni  under  an  active  othcerlor 
tins  purpose,  and  directed  him  lo  call  on  your  Hoiiuuiable 
House  for  iheir  advice  and  assistance  on  this  occasion, 
which,  should  they  agree  with  rne  in  senlimenl,  ihcy  will 
please  to  afford  him. 

"  It  is  clearly  my  opinion,  that  it  is  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic safety  lo  have  ihis  business  executed  vviih  despatch  and 
etrecliially.  That  fellow,  wiihoui  doubt,  acts  under  the 
encouragement  and  by  the  advice  of  the  enemy  ;  and  even 
though  he  should  not  allempl  to  commit  hosiilities  on  the 
inhabitanls  of  the  western  troniiers,  the  very  deterring  of 
the  militia  from  marching  to  the  aid  of  the  noriheni  army, 
alone  is  a  capital  mischiel ;  besides  sufferini;  such  an  atro- 
cious and  open  offender  lo  pass  with  impunily,  would,  in 
point  of  example,  be  extremely  impoliiic. 

"  I  had  not  issued  any  orders  to  the  miliiia  of  Cumber- 
land, Charlotte  and  Gloucester  counties,  not  knowmti  who 
conmrianded  them;  nor  indeed  was  1  anxious  about  it,  as 
1  did  not  expect  much  from  them  ;  but  on  considering 
matters,  I  think  it  prudent  to  issue  my  orders  lo  iliose 
counties,  not  only  lo  make  returns  of  the  present  slate  of 
the  militia  thereof,  but  lo  furnish  their  quota  of  men  lo  join 
our  norlhern  army,  as  I  am  apprehensive,  should  I  neglect 
them  on  this  occasion,  when  I  am  calling  out  a  proportion 
of  the  militia  from  every  other  county  in  the  Stale  in  our  pos- 
session, it  may  lend  to  strengthen  them  in  their  late  revolt 
and  attempt  lo  set  up  an  independenl  Slate  ;  and  should 
ihcy  not  comply  with  my  orders  in  this  critical  hour,  it  will 
be  a  circumstance  not  much  in  their  favour. 

"  I  have,  therefore,  enclosed  orders  for  thai  purpose, 
which  I  must  beg  you  will  please  lo  order  one  of  your  Se- 
cretaries to  direct  and  forward. 

"  I  have  no  news  worth  communicating  since  I  wrote 
you  last. 

"  I  am  with  due  respect, 

"  Your  most  ohdt.  servt. 

"  GEO.  CLINTON. 

"  It  may  be  necessary  to  exercise  a  good  deal  of  pru- 
dence with  respect  lo  the  Indians  who  are  with  Capl.  Man, 
ihe  inanagement  of  which  I  must  submit  to  the  Council." 

A  letter  from  John  R.  Livingston,  dated  yesterday  at  • 
Claremont,  to  his  brother,  the  Honbl.  Robert  R.  Living- 
ston, was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  ; 

"  The  manor  militia  has  been  twice  assemi>led  lo  en-  . 
deavour  lo  gel  them  to  go  up  to  Stillwater ;  hut  it  seems  it 
is  impossible  to  get  any  of  them  logo.  They  say  thai  the 
oath  which  they  have  taken  lo  the  Slate  is  not  any  longer 
binding.  Cooper  is  ihc  chief  man  among  them  again,  and 
I  believe  it  would  not  be  amiss  lo  lake  him  up  and  send 
him  on  board  of  the  ship,  as  I  believe  a  few  examples 
would  work  a  great  alieraiion  in  them.  I  wish  you  would 
send  a  company  lo  make  the  drafts,  or  indeed  the  whole 
militia  turn  out,  and  if  any  refused,  to  take  ihem  prisoners 
immediately.  I  will  write  to  Smith  to  take  up  Cooper  and 
send  him  to  you,  and  several  others  who  refuse  to  go  up. 
These  people  want  nothing  but  good  officers  to  make  them 
do  their  duly,  I  am  convinced. 

"  I  am,  dr.  Robt.  yours, 

"JOHN  R.  LIVINGSTON."  . 

Thereupon  the  Council  came  to  the  following  resolu- 
tion, vizi : 

Whereas  many  people  have  taken  the  benefit  of  the , . 
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late  act  grace  merely  to  avoid  the  punishment  of  their 
crimes,  and  instead  of  proving  the  sincerity  of  tiieir  re- 
D«ntance,  lake  the  first  opportunity  to  show  their  enmity 
lo  the  country  : 

Jiesolved,  therefore,  That  every  person  who  has  here- 
tofore taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State  and  the 
benefit  of  the  act  of  grace,  published  the  tenth  day  of  May 
last  who  shall  hereafter  be  convicted  of  having  done  any 
act  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  such  oath,  shall  be  deemed 
euilty  of  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

Ordered,  That  two  hundred  copies  thereof  be  immedi- 
ately printed  in  handbills. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  was 
read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — We  enclose  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  manor  of  Livingston,  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  militia  will  not  march  to  the  northward. 

"  It  is  necessary  that  some  effectual  means  be  used  to 
compel  iheni  to  go.  We  could  wish  that  only  a  part  of 
ihcm  had  been  ordered  out,  as  a  gieat  majority  of  the  men 
are  disaffected  and  disarmed,  nor  can  ihey  safely  be  trust- 
ed with  arms  ;  but  how  far  it  would  be  proper  to  make 
any  alteration  in  the  order,  your  Excellency  will  judge. 
We  also  enclose  a  resolution  by  which  it  will  appear  that 
we  have  done  all  in  our  power  to  strengthen  the  executive 
power. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

"  With  great  respect,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obedt.  humble  servant. 

"  By  order. 

"  His  Excellency  Govr.  Clinton." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  transmitted.  Also,  that  the  Secretary  enclose  a 
copy  of  the  letter  from  John  R.  Livingston  and  a  copy  of 
the  resolution  passed  by  this  Council  this  day,  and  ordered 
to  be  published. 

Mr.  Harper,  according  to  order,  reported  the  examina- 
tion on  oath  of  James  Crawford,  a  soldier  in  Colonel  Mar- 
shall's regiment  and  a  servant  to  General  De  Fermoi, 
which  was  read  and  filed. 

Adjourned  until  3  ho.  P.  M. 

Die  Mercurii,  3  ho.  P.  M.  Augt.  13,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PiiE«i!»T — Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  £sqr.  President. 

Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Harper,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Piatt,  Major  Tappen, 
Mr.  Vales,  .Mr.  R.  U.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Major  Van 
Zandl,  Mr.  Treiiwell. 

An  account  of  Sergeant  John  De  Lamater  for  the  ex- 
penses of  conveying  Jesse  Noble  and  David  Ivers  to  Con- 
necticut, was  presented  for  payment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  sent  to  the  Auditor- 
General  to  be  r.udited  for  payment,  and  that  the  same  be 
charged  to  the  Stale  of  Connecticut. 

A  letter  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  dated  the 
twelfth  instant,  was  read,  and  follows,  in  these  words,  to  wit: 

"  New-Windsor,  \2lh  Ju^t.  1777. 

"  Dear  Sir — On  the  receipt  of  a  letter  yesterday  morn- 
ing from  General  Scott,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
ihe  committee  of  Albany,  to  your  Honble.  Board,  contain- 
ing the  same  intelligence  respecting  Capt.  Man,  mention- 
ed in  your  letter  of  the  lUh  inst.  just  now  delivered  me, 
I  immediately  wrote  to  Colonel  Pawling,  on  that  sub- 
ject, pointing  out  the  propriety  of  destroying  Man  and  his 
party  by  a  sudden  exertion  with  a  detachment  of  the  mili- 
tia under  an  active  officer,  and  desiring  him  if  he  thought 
it  practicable,  to  set  about  it  immediately  ;  and  in  that  case 
to  call  upon  the  Council  for  iheir  advice  and  aid.  'I'his 
nwming  I  addressed  a  letter  to  your  Honourable  Board  on 
the  same  subject,  by  which  you  will  observe  my  senti- 
ments coincide  exactly  wiih  the  Council's  on  this  occasion. 

"  I  dare  not  however,  at  present,  venture  to  take  any  of 
the  Continental  troops  from  the  garrison  in  the  Highlands 
for  ihia  business. 


"  The  designs  of  the  enemy  under  General  Howe,  are 
yet  uncertain  ;  the  garrison  not  over  strong  ;  and  should 
any  unlucky  accident  happen  in  that  qnarler,  in  the  absence 
of  troops,  which  might  be  drawn  from  thence  for  this  expe- 
dition, I  would  be  greatly  and  perhaps  deservedly  censur- 
ed. If  militia  are  to  be  employed,  they  can  be  much 
easier  and  more  expeditiously  had'  in  llic  neighbourhood  of 
Kingston  and  Marblelown,  than  by  marcliing  iliem  up  from 
the  fort. 

"  Major  Pawling  was  charged  with  my  letter  to  Coun- 
cil, and  left  my  house  this  morning  for  Kingston.  I  men- 
tioned this  scheme  to  him,  and  he  expressed  a  struiis  de- 
sire to  command  the  parly,  to  which  1  consented,  provided 
a  parly  proper  for  him  to  command  should  be  ordered  out 
on  this  occasion.  I  know  him  lO  be  possessed  of  pru- 
dence as  well  as  spirit. 

"  I  am,  with  much  esteem, 

"  Your  most  obdt.  servt. 

"  GEO.  CLIiXTON. 

'■■  To  the  Hoable.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt.-' 

Thereupon  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  Colonel  Pawling,  was 
read,  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  v^zt  : 

"Sir — We  enclose  you  two  letters  received  from  the 
Governor,  by  which  it  appears  that  he  is  very  anxious  to 
have  the  party  detached  for  Schoharie.  We  have  receiv- 
ed information  that  Colonel  Vroman,  with  a  party  of  wliiirs 
is  besieged  there  by  the  tories. 

"  It  is  necessary  that  lie  should  be  relieved  immediately. 
You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  issue  your  orders  this 
night  for  two  hundred  drafts  to  be  made  from  vour  regi- 
ment; after  wiiich  you  will,  agreeably  to  the  Governor's 
directions,  repair  to  this  place,  and  confer  with  the  Council 
about  the  most  practicable  means  of  executing  your  plan. 

"  We  are  extremely  sorry  that  so  mucli  precious  time 
has  already  been  lost  by  the  miscarriage  of  your  letter. 

"  t  am  sir,  your  very  humble  servant. 

"  By  order.  . 

"  To  Colo.  Levi  Pawling." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  be  engrossed,  and  signed  by  the 
President,  and  forwarded  by  a  lightliorseman. 

A  petition  of  ihe  privates  of  Captain  Paine's  company 
now  present,  was  read  and  committed  to  Mr.  Tredwell  and 
Mr.  Harper. 

The  Auditor-General  laid  before  the  Council  an  account 
of  Victor  Bickers,  Junr.  as  a  lieutenant  of  marines,  and 
requested  their  directions  on  the  premises. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  referred  to  Colo.  De 
Witt  and  Mr.  Tappen. 

On  motion  of  iVlr.  Harper,  seconded  by  Genl.  Scoit, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  give  such 
advice  and  assistance  to  Colo.  Pawling,  as  he  may  request ; 
and  that  they  be  empowered  to  futnish  him  with  such  ne- 
cessaries out  of  the  stores  of  this  State  as  they  shall  think 
expedient,  for  the  more  effectual  carrying  on  the  secret  ex- 
pedition lately  committed  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 
to  Colonel  Pawling's  care. 

Resolved,  That  General  Scott,  Mr.  Robert  R.  Living- 
ston and  Major  Tappen  be  the  committee. 

A  letter  from  John  Barclay,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Albany,  dated  the  tenth  instant,  was  read. 

A  memorandum  of  Colo.  Van  Schaack,  containing  the 
names  of  some  of  those  prisoners,  was  also  read. 
Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  said  prisoners  be  add- 
ed to  the  calendar,  and  that  they  be  confined  in  the  Fleet 
prison,  except  Corinth  Brisbin,  who  is  suspected  of  being 
a  spy,  and  that  the  said  Corinth  Brisbin  be  confined  in 
jail. 

A  letter  from  Colonel  Van  Schaack  to  the  President, 
dated  the  tenth  instant,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Mbany,  Jluqust  \Olh,  1777. 

"  Sir — Pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  Honourable  Major- 
General  Schuyler,  I  send  under  guard  of  a  sergeant  and 
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twelve  men,  seventeen  Canadians,  taken  near  Ticonderoga 
at  the  lime  when  our  army  evacuated  that  post. 

"  Your  most  humble  servant, 

"G.  V.  SCHAICK. 

"  To  the  President  of  the  Council  of 

the  State  of  Aew-York." 

Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  tlie  said  Canadian  prisoners  be  delivered 
to  Abraham  B.  Baiicker,  the  commissary  for  prisoners  of 
war  in  this  State,  and  that  tlie  said  commissary  have  all 
the  prisoners  of  war  in  this  State  removed  from  thence  to 
Goshen,  in  Orange  county. 

A  return  of  Colonel  Morris  Graham's  regiment  of  militia 
in  Dutchess  county,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Colo.  Lasher  or  his  deputy,  deliver  to 
Colonel  Graham  or  his  order,  one  hundred  small  arms, 
with  accoutrements,  and  that  he  take  a  receipt  for  the  re- 
ttirn  of  the  same. 

The  committee  on  Captain  Payn's  letter  and  the  petition 
of  ten  soldiers  of  his  company,  report  the  following  reso- 
tions,  to  wit : 

"Resolved,  That  Captain  Payn  and  the  soldiers  under 
his  command,  be  continued  in  the  pay  of  this  State. 

"Resolved,  That  Captain  Payn  be  directed  to  complete 
his  compliment  of  men,  and  in  the  mean  while,  make  out 
a  muster  roll  of  the  men  that  are  now  here,  and  that  they 
do  duty  with  Captain  Schoonmaker's  company  of  guards 
at  this  place,  until  further  orders. 

"Resolved,  That  Colonel  Lasher  be  directed  to  provide 
the  men  now  here  under  Captain  Payn's  command  with 
arms  and  accoutrements,  and  that  they  have  the  like  sub- 
sistence as  the  men  belonging  to  Captain  Schoonmaker's 
company." 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  JOVIS,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

August  14,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Plait,  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston,  Genl. 
Scott,  Major  Tappen,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Gilbt. 
Livingston. 

Ordered,  That  the  commissary  of  the  clothing  store  of 
this  State,  furnish  Captain  Samuel  Payne,  of  Major  Whee- 
lock's  corps,  with  such  clothing  fot'  the  men  under  his 
command  at  this  place,  as  are  allowed  to  the  Continental 
troops. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  John  Lasher  furnish  Captain 
Samuel  Payne,  of  Major  Wheelock's  corps,  with  arms  and 
accoutrements  for  the  men  under  his  command  at  this 
place,  as  also  with  twelve  rounds  of  powder  for  each  man. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Captain  Samuel  Payne,  of  .Major  Wheelock's  corps,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  on  account. 

On  the  application  of  the  commissary  of  prisoners, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Mr.  Abraham  B.  Bancker,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dol- 
lars, on  account. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Schoonmaker  furnish  Mr. Banck- 
er, the  commissary  of  prisoners,  with  a  sergeant  and  eight 
men,  to  guard  the  prisoners  }rom  Kingston  to  Goshen,  in 
Orange  county. 

A  letter  from  the  Honourable  Artemas  Ward,  President 
of  the  Council  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  dated  August  the 
fourth,  informing  of  the  number  of  militia  sent  from  that 
State  to  reinforce  the  northern  army,  was  read,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  State  of  Mas3Achusett3  Bat,  ? 
"  Council  Chamber,  jlvet.itk,  1777.  ^ 

"Sir — Your  favour  of  the  27tli  ullo.  came  to  hand  yes- 
terday.   The  Council  are  extremely  sorry  to  find  that 
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there  is  still  so  much  occasion  for  further  reinforcements 
to  the  northern  army  ;  and  they  are  llie  more  anxiously 
concerned,  as  great  disgust  against  some  of  the  officers 
commanding  in  that  dcparlmcnl,  has  taken  possession  of 
the  minds  of  many  who  must  be  called  upon  for  that  ser- 
vice. 

On  the  24th  ulto.  we  ordered  one  sixth  part  of  seven  re- 
giments, in  the  counties  of  Worcester  and  Middlesex,  to 
reinforce  Colo.  Warner  at  Manchester  ;  some  of  whom 
we  expect  are  now  on  the  ground,  and  the  rest  near  it. 

"  The  General  Assembly  of  this  Slate  will  meet  to- 
morrow, and  your  request,  vv'itli  the  extracts  from  Genl. 
Schuyler's  letter,  will  be  laid  before  ihein. 

"  In  the  name  and  by  order  of  Council, 

"  I  am,  sir,  yr.  most  hble.  servt. 

"ARTEMAS  \YARD,  President. 

"  Honble.  Pierke  Van  Cortlandt." 

Another  letter,  from  the  Honourable  Meshech  Weare, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Stale  of  iN'ew- 
Hampshire,  dated  at  Exeter,  August  fifth,  on  the  same 
subject,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
"  State  of  New-Ha.mpshire. 
"  In  Committee  of  Safety, 

"  Exeter,  Aust.  bth,  1777,  ) 

"  Sir — I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  yours  of  the  27th 
ulto.  this  day,  by  express,  and  agree  with  you,  that  the 
loss  of  Ticonderoga,  in  the  manner  it  was  left,  has  occa- 
sioned great  difficulty  and  perplexity  in  our  affairs  ;  it  has 
occasioned  the  loss  of  all  confidence,  among  the  people  m 
these  parts,  in  the  general  officers  of  that  department. 

"  About  ten  days  past,  orders  went  out  for  one-quarter 
part  of  the  militia  of  twelve  regiments  in  this  State,  (the 
whole  consisting  of  18  regiments  only)  under  the  command 
of  Brigadier-General  Stark,  to  march  into  your  State  and 
join  Colo.  Warner  in  protecting  the  people  there,  oppose 
the  progress  of  the  enemy  and  act  as  occasion  may  re- 
quire. 

"  I  was  informed  this  day,  by  a  letter  from  General 
Stark,  that  he  had  sent  off  from  No.  4,  700  men  to  join 
Colo.  Warner  at  Manchester,  and  that  he  should  follow 
them  the  next  day  (which  was  last  Sunday)  with  ,300 
more;  and  had  ordered  the  remainder  to  follow  him  as  fast 
as  they  came  in  to  No.  4.  His  whole  brigade  will  be  to- 
gether in  a  very  few  days,  and  will  consist  of  at  least  1  ,.500. 
Half  the  remaining  six  regiments  of  militia  are  drafted, 
equipped  and  stand  ready,  at  a  minute's  warning  to  march 
to  any  part  of  the  seacoast  of  N.  E.  that  may  be  attacked  ; 
and  shall  continue  to  exert  all  our  strength  in  the  common 
cause. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  due  respect, 
"  Your  very  humble  servt. 
"MESHECH  WEARE,  Chairman. 
"  Hon.  Pierbe  Van  Cortlandt." 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  said  letters  be  immediately 
sent  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

Resolved,  That  General  Scott  and  Mr.  Robert  R.  Li- 
vingston be  a  committee  to  draft  a  letter  to  the  Honourable 
the  Congress,  and  represent  to  that  Honourable  Body  a 
true  state  of  the  northern  department. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

August  15,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livins^ston,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Mr. 
Piatt,  Genl.  Scott,  Colo.  X)e  Witt,  Major  Tappen,  Major  Van  Zandt, 
Mr.  Harper. 

A  letter  from  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  dated 
at  New-Windsor,  the  thirteenth  instant,  on  the  subject  of 
our  northern  army ;  together  with  a  copy  of  His  Excel- 
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Icncv's  letter  to  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington,  on  the 
»aine  subject,  that  no  reinforcements  are  coming  from  the 
Easiero  Jstates,  were  read,  and  are  as  loilovvs,  vizt : 

••  Neui-mndsor,  Ausnst  Yith,  1777. 

.1  gjR — I  am  favoured  with  the  letters  of  the  Council  of 
Safety,  of  yesterday's  dale,  wiili  tiie  enclosures,  and  have 
aerepably  to  the  request  contained  in  ihem,  sent  Genl. 
Washington  extracts  of  those  letters,  wiih  copies  of  such 
of  the  other  papers  as  were  intended  to  be  forwarded  under 
cover  of  the  letter  addressed  to  hun,  of  which  I  now  trans- 
mit vou  a  copy. 

"1  hourly  expect  accounts  from  Fort  Montgomery,  and 
an  answer  to  my  last  letter  to  Genl.  Washington,  which, 
if  I  receive  this  evening,  I  sliall  set  out  some  tune  to-mor- 
row for  Kingston  ;  if  not,  the  next  day. 

"  Though  I  most  anxiously  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to 
reinforce  our  norlliern  army,  and  give  succour  to  the  brave 
and  much  distressed  inhabitants  of  Tryon  county,  yet,  1 
cannot  be  induced  to  think  that  it  would  be  prudent  to  draw 
the  militia  from  so  far  down  as  this  to  tlie  northward,  until 
the  designs  of  the  enemy's  southern  army  can  be  more 
fully  ascertained,  which  from  any  accounts  I  have  yet  re- 
ceived are  as  likely  to  be  against  this  quarter  as  any  other; 
but  as  I  shall  shortly  have  an  opportunity  of  personally 
conferring  with  the  Council,  and  have  their  advice  and  opi- 
nion more  fully  upon  the  subject,  such  measures  will  be 
adopted,  as  may  appear  upon  the  whole  to  be  most  condu- 
cive to  the  safety  of  this  unhappy  State,  and  for  effectually 
opposing  the  progress  of  the  enemy. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obed.  servt. 

"  GEO.  CLINTON. 

"The  Honourable  the  President  of  the' 

Council  of  Safely,  State  of  New- York." 

"Stillwater,  August  IZth,  1777. 

"  Sir — Last  night  I  received  a  letter  from  Governor 
Trumbull,  of  the  9th  instant,  by  which  I  am  given  to  un- 
derstand that  we  must  not  expect  any  aid  from  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  in  this  quarter.  Mr.  President  Sever,  ot 
the  .Massachusetts,  in  a  letter  of  the  29th  ult.  which  I  re- 
ceived on  the  11th  instant,  advises  me  that  orders  had  been 
issued  for  the  march  of  one-sixth  part  of  six  regiments  in 
the  county  of  Worcester,  and  one  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
set.  These,  when  they  arrive,  if  ever  they  do,  will  pro- 
bably increase  our  numbers  by  about  six  or  seven  hundred. 
Our  whole  Continental  force  of  efTectives,  does  not  exceed 
three  thousand  four  hundred  rank  and  file  ;  and  we  have 
about  forty  miliiia  from  this  Stats,  and  not  one  from  any 
other.  With  these  troops  we  have  to  encounter  an  enemy 
greatly  superior  in  force,  and  daily  increasing.  I  am  con- 
strained again  to  repeat  that  unless  some  measures  are 
taken  to  bring  forth  the  militia  of  this  county,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  reaching  Albany  ; 
and  I  do  not  think  the  militia  will  march  unless  some  of 
the  Council  of  Safety  come  up. 

"  Three  regiments,  in  the  whole  about  five  hundred  and 
fifty  effectives,  marched  from  here  yesterday,  to  the  relief 
of  Fort  Schuyler. 

"  Congress  have  ordered  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made 
into  my  conduct,  and  that  I  should  repair  to  Head-Quarters. 
Disgraceful  as  the  measure  is  to  me  at  this  critical  con- 
juncture, it  leaves  me,  however,  the  consolation  that  the 

Eublic  will  by  such  an  inquiry  he  authentically  informed 
ow  unjustly  my  character  has  suffered. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

"  Your  most  obd.  hble.  servt. 

"PH.  SCHUYLER. 

"  The  Hon.  Pierre  Van  Coktlandt." 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  according  to  order,  reported 
the  draft  of  a  letter  to  our  Delegates  in  Congress,  on  the 
■ubject  of  the  northern  department,  which  was  read  and 
approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Gentlemen — The  Council  of  Safety  thinking  it  of 
importance  that  you  should  have  it  in  your  power  to  satisfy 
luch  inquiries  as  the  Congress  may  probably  make  about 


the  state  of  our  affairs,  have  directed  me  briefly  to  inform 
you  of  such  facts  as  have  come  lo  their  knowledge,  rela- 
tive both  to  the  enemy's  force  and  ours.  As  to  llie  rtrst, 
we  cannot  speak  with  certainty,  notwiihstaiiding  the  pains 
we  have  taken  to  inform  ourselves,  Inn  are  led  to  conjec- 
ture from  the  testimony  of  prisoners,  winch  may  at  least  be 
relied  on,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  these  respective  conipaines, 
and  from  a  variety  of  concurringcircumstanccs,tliatilif  wliulc 
number  of  regular  troops  which  compose  the  enemv's  nor- 
thern army,  is  about  ten  thousand;  that  six  ihou-^ai:.!  of 
these,  and  two  hundred  Indians,  are  with  Gencrnl  Bur- 
goyne  ;  that  about  eight  hundred,  together  with  four  Imn- 
dred  Canadians,  torics  and  Indians,  are  gone  lo  the  wijsi- 
ward,  and  are  now  besieging  Fort  Schuyler;  which  jiirty 
we  have  reason  to  believe,  have  lately  been  reinforcc-d  iiy 
five  hundred  men  from  the  main  body,  who  are  supposed 
to  have  marched  from  Saratoga  about  four  days  ago.  The 
enemy  since  the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga,  have  been 
joined  by  a  great  number  of  lories,  who  have  been  encou- 
raged by  the  timidity  of  our  army  to  very  daring  acts  • 
daily  committing  murders  in  the  disguise  of  Indians,  in  the 
lace  of  our  camp.  Our  army  has  been  more  numerous  tliaii 
it  now  is  ;  its  number  is  daily  diminishing. 

"About  two  thousand  of  our  militia  went  up,  when  our 
army  retreated  to  Fort  Edward ;  about  twelve  hundred  came 
in  from  the  eastern  Stales  and  the  Grants:  as  it  was  the 
height  of  harvest,  and  the  militia  were  very  uneasy  at  iheir 
stay,  the  General  thought  it  most  advisable  lo  dismiss  a 
part  of  them  on  condition  that  the  remainder  should  con- 
tinue three  weeks,  by  winch  time  they  expected  to  be  re- 
lieved either  by  Continental  troops  or  more  militia.  One 
thousand  of  our  militia  remained  till  this  time.  We  learn 
that  most  of  them  who  are  now  come  away,  alter  havinsi 
stayed  out  their  time,  now  find  it  necessary,  from  the  fre- 
quent retreats  of  our  army,  to  remove  their  families.  I'iie 
Governor  has  ordered  the  whole  militia  of  Albany  lo  sup- 
ply their  place;  but  this  order  we  fear  will  be  ill  oi)eycd, 
as  the  disaffected  have  gained  the  ascendency  in  many 
places,  and  not  only  refuse  to  go,  but  compel  the  wliigs  to 
side  with  them.  He  has,  however,  sent  up  from  D 
and  Ulster  counties  five  hundred  men,  who  are  drafted  lo 
continue  in  service  till  the  first  day  of  November. 

"  He  has  also  ordered  two  hundred  men  to  Schoary, 
where  the  whigs  are  beseiged  by  lories  and  Indians.  We 
have  seven  hundred  militia  out  in  Tryon  county  and  about 
two  thousand  men  in  the  forts  and  passes  in  the  Highlands  ; 
seven  hundred  of  these  being  drafted  to  continue  in  service 
till  the  first  day  of  November,  the  rest  being  the  wiiole 
militia  of  the  counties  of  Orange,  the  lower  part  of  Dutch- 
ess and  Ulster. 

"  You,  gentlemen,  who  know  our  weakness,  the  great 
drains  we  have  had,  the  troops  we  are  obliged  to  keep  on 
posts  to  guard  the  disaffected  prisoners  in  every  quarter, 
the  number  that  are  pressed  into  service  as  wagoners,  bal- 
teau  men,  &c.  and  that  this  whole  force  is  drawn  from 
four  counties  out  of  fourteen  that  we  once  possesssed,  will 
think  it  much  beyond  our  strength,  but  we  are  resolved  if 
we  do  fall,  tj  fall  as  becomes  brave  men. 

"  In  this  compulation  we  count  nothing  from  Albany, 
for  the  reasons  before  mentioned,  though  it  is  probable  that 
some  small  force  may  be  drawn  from  ihence. 

"  General  Schuyler  informs  by  letter  of  the  thirteenth  in- 
stant, that  our  whole  northern  army  does  not  exceed  lour 
thousand  men,  and  these  we  fear  more  inactive  and  dis- 
pirited than  can  well  be  imagined. 

"  We  enclose  you  our  application  to  the  eastern  States, 
and  their  answer ;  from  Connecticut  we  have  received 
none. 

"  By  the  papers  enclosed  you  will  find  that  our  troops 
and  militia  have  behaved  with  becoming  spirit  in  Tryon 
county ;  but  as  it  is  out  of  our  power  lo  support  them,  we 
fear  that  that  county  must  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
in  which  case,  by  means  of  the  Indians,  who  will  then  be 
wholly  in  their  power,  they  may  ravage  all  that  part  of  this 
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State  which  Hes  to  tlie  westward  of  Hudson's  river,  as  well 
as  the  frontiers  of  New-Jersey  and  Fciinsylvania ;  and  by 
moving  their  ships  up  the  river,  in  a  great  measure  de- 
stroy the  communication  between  the  eastern  and  western 
States ;  or  at  least,  render  very  considerable  escorts  ne- 
cessary. Should  Albany  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
and  which  is  by  no  means  improbable,  that  spirit  of  dis- 
affection which  we  have  so  long  contended  with,  will  again 
break  out,  and  the  enemy  not  only  be  amply  supplied,  but 
considerably  reinforced. 

"  We  tell  you  that  our  armv  were,  when  we  last  heard 
from  them,  at  Stillwater,  and  that  they  think  of  retreating 
to  Half  Moon.  You  will  easily  conceive  the  distress  that 
the  removal  of  the  families  from  the  fine  country  upon 
Hudson's  river  and  the  total  loss  of  their  property,  must 
occasion,  as  well  as  the  new  burdens  that  will  be  cast 
upon  this  already  overloaded  State. 

"  But  we  do  not  choose  to  dwell  on  this  melancholy  sub- 
ject, or  yield  to  a  spirit  of  despondency  that  may  tend  to 
weaken  the  efforts  which  we  think  it  our  duty  to  make,  for 
the  success  of  which  we  rely  upon  Divine  Providence. 

"If  it  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  general  interest,  we 
would  most  earnestly  wish  for  one  or  two  regiments  of 
riflemen,  who  would  be  very  useful  in  our  woody  country, 
and  whose  very  names  would  serve  to  intimidate  the  sava- 
ges. 

"  Would  circumstances  admit  of  drawing  our  whole  force 
to  a  point,  and  were  the  passes  to  the  southward  secured 
by  a  sufficient  number  of  troops,  exclusive  of  our  militia, 
we  should  not  have  thought  it  necessary  to  call  in  any  aid 
from  the  neighbouring  States  ;  but  at  present  attacked  on 
every  side,  we  stand  m  need  of  more  assistance  than  we 
have  from  present  appearances  reason  to  hope  for. 

"  We  are,  gentlemen,  with  respect, 

"  Your  most  obt.  hi.  servt. 

"  To  the  Hoable.  the  New- York 

Delegates  in  Congress." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof,  together  with  copies  of 
the  papers  therein  referred  to,  be  immediately  transmitted. 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  has  leave  of  absence  for  four 
days,  on  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Jay  or  Mr.  Morris. 

Adjourned  until  this  afternoon,  4  o'clock. 

Die  Veneris,  4  ho.  P.  M.  August  15,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Corllanrft,  Esqr.  Pr,":idenl. 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Gilhert  Livingston,  Genl. 
Scott,  Colo.  De  Wilt,  .Major  Van  Zandt,  Major  Tappen. 

The  Council  having  sat  until  evening,  and  no  despatches 
arriving, 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 


DIE  SABBATI,  10  ho.  a,  m. 

August  16,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  ,    ,  , 

Prayers  as  usual. 
Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Yates.  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr-  Tredwell,  Mr.  Harper,  Genl.  Scott,  Colo. 
De  Witt,  Major  Van  /andt,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Itobt.  K.  Livingston. 

A  letter  signed  by  Phillip  Conyne,  chairman  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Cocksackie,  and  several  other  respectable  friends  to 
the  American  cause,  soliciting  tlie  discharge  of  John  Romer, 
who  is  coniined  on  a  charge  of  disaffection,  was  read  and 
filed.    And  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Romer,  (on  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State,)  be  liberated  and  permitted 
to  return  to  his  family. 

Ordered,  That  tiie  commissary  of  the  Fleet  prison  fur- 
nish Captain  Payn's  men  who  have  joined  Captain  Sclioon- 
maker's  company  with  rations,  agreeable  to  the  Continental 
regulations. 


Ordered,  That  the  commissary  of  the  clothing  store  of 
this  State  do  supply  the  commissary  of  the  prisoners  of 
war  with  seven  shirts  and  seven  pair  of  shoes,  for  the  use 
of  seven  prisoners  of  war  lately  taken  in  the  northern  de- 
partment and  sent  to  this  place. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


DIE  LUN.^:,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

August  18,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Piatt,  .Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Li- 
vinsston,  Major  Tappen,  Genl.  Scott,  Colo.  Ue  Wilt,  Mr.  Tredwell, 
Major  Van  Zandt. 

On  reading  the  petition  of  John  Gumming,  confined  on 
board  the  Fleet  prison,  praying  to  be  permitted  to  reside 
at  Capiain  Henry  Sleight's,  in  Kingston,  with  his  wife, 
who  is  come  on  a  visit  to  him. 

Resolved,  That  the  warden  of  the  said  prison  permit 
Mr.  John  Gumming  to  reside  at  the  house  of  Captain  Henry 
Sleight,  in  Kingston,  three  days,  on  Captain  Sleight's  be- 
coming bound  to  return  .Mr.  Gumming  to  the  said  prison 
in  three  days  from  the  time  of  his  leaving  the  same ;  and 
also  that  Mr.  Gumming  do  not  say  or  do  any  thing  injuri- 
ous to  the  American  cause. 

Mr.  Sheriff  Dumont  produced  to  the  Council  a  receipt 
for  seventeen  dollars,  by  liim  paid  to  William  Blanchard, 
sergeant  of  a  guard  sent  from  Peeks  Kill  to  Kingston,  (by 
order  of  General  Putnam,)  with  prisoners,  to  bear  the  ex- 
penses of  the  said  guard  on  iheir  return  to  Peek's  Kill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  repay  Mr. 
Dumont  the  said  seventeen  dollars,  and  charge  the  same 
to  the  Continental  account. 

Ordered,  I'hat  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Cornelius  C.  Elmendorph,  commissary  of  the  Fleet  prison, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

A  letter  from  His  Excellency  Govr.  Trumbull,  dated  the 
fourth  instant,  in  answer  to  the  letter  from  this  Council,  of 
the  27th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  militia  of  Connecticut,  was 
read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt ; 

"Lebanon,  ith  August,  1777. 

"  Sir — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of 
the  27th  ulto.  enclosing  extracts  from  Major-Generaf  Schuy- 
ler's letter  to  you. 

"The  motions  of  the  enemv  of  late  is  truly  alarming, 
and  hath  spread  consternation  through  the  land,  and  calls 
for  the  joint  and  spirited  exertions  of  ail  to  prevent  the  rum 
of  their  country,  and  stive  from  slavery  unborn  millions. 

"  By  present  appearances,  it  seems  that  tiiey  mean  to 
strike  some  bold  stroke,  and  bring  matters  to  a  speedy 
crisis.  Howe's  ships  have  put  to  sea;  their  destination  not 
certainly  known ;  but  while  they  keep  a  superior  fleet  on  the 
coast,  it  will  be  in  their  power  to  embarrass  and  perplex 
us  much  by  removing  from  one  place  to  another,  and 
thereby  evading  our  main  body,  while  our  seacoasts  are 
continually  exposed  to  their  depredations. 

"  This  Slate,  for  the  security  of  their  seacoasts  and  fron- 
tiers, have  raised  two  battalions,  and  now  on  their  stations. 
We  have  done  every  thing  in  our  power  to  fill  up  our  quota 
in  the  Continental  army,  which  is  not  yet  completed,  not- 
withstanding are  far  from  considering  ourselves  exempted 
from  affording  all  assistance  in  our  power  to  any  of  our 
sister  States  when  invaded ;  for  I  view  the  American  States, 
though  divided  into  distinct  jurisdictions,  yet  but  one  ureal 
family,  and  bound  by  the  ties  of  interest  and  humanity  to 
assist  and  protect  each  other. 

"  Have  not,  therefore,  beheld  the  present  distress  of 
your  State  as  an  unconcerned  spectator;  but  on  the  first 
notice  thereof,  gave  the  necessary  orders  for  putting  the 
whole  militia  of  this  State  into  the  best  posture  of  defence, 
and  directed  that  one-fourth  part  be  detached,  equipped,  and 


-i.ni!i.f- 


rl    ■(•vv.;  -•)!:■;  /to:' ir--     '  ■ 


1044 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 


ready  l"  march  on  the  shortest  notice,  for  the  relief  of  any 
olacc  wliicli  may  be  atlaciied  by  the  eiieiny,  and  immedi- 
ately advised  His  Excellency  General  Washington  thereof 
by  an  express,  who  left  here  the  26lh  idto.  and  therein 
proposed  to  His  Excellency's  consideration  to  send  Conti- 
nental lioops  to  the  northward,  as  the  most  speedy  and  ef- 
fectual relief  of  your  peo[)le  in  that  quarter,  assuring  iiim 
iliat  if  he  approved  of  tlie  measure,  1  would  order  the  mi- 
litia of  tiiis  State,  who  I  apprehended  would  turn  out  with 
spirit,  to  strengtlien  the  posts  at  Peek's  Kill,  and  for  liie 
the  defence  of  ilie  important  passes  at  the  Highlands.  At 
present  have  received  no  answer.  Since  which,  have  re- 
ceived a  requisition  from  Major-General  Putnam  for  five 
hundred  men,  to  be  sent  immediately  to  PeekskiU,  which 
have  ordered  accordingly. 

"  On  the  30th  last,  received  from  General  Schuyler  a 
requisition  for  two  thousand  militia,  to  be  sent  to  his  assis- 
tance, and  this  day  have  a  further  requisition  from  General 
Putnam  for  three  thousand  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  to  be 
held  in  readiness  to  march,  at  the  shortest  notice,  to  Peek's 
Kill,  and  to  be  held  in  service  for  a  term  not  less  than  two 
months.  The  foregoing  was  intended  to  be  sent  per  ex- 
press, but  through  my  hurry  it  lay  by  till  August  6th.  In 
the  morning,  I  received  by  express  from  General  Putnam, 
another  letter,  dated  the  8d  instant,  enclosinu  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  General  Washington  to  him,  dated  at  Chester, 
1st  instant,  informing  that  he  had  received  intelligence  that 
the  enemy's  fleet  the  day  before,  about  eight  of  the  clock, 
in  tlie  morning,  sailed  out  of  the  Capes  of  Delaware,  on  an 
eastern  course,  with  an  intent,  as  he  apprehended,  to  go 
up  ihe  North  river,  and  directing  General  Putnam  to  make 
the  speediest  application  to  me  to  send  to  his  assistance  as 
many  of  the  militia  of  this  State  as  could  be  collected,  to 

f/revent  General  Howe  getting  possession  of  the  High- 
ands.  Agreeable  thereto.  General  Putnam  hath  requested, 
in  the  most  pressing  terms,  that  the  militia  of  this  State 
might  be  sent  to  his  immediate  relief. 

"  In  consequence  of  this  intelligence,  orders  are  given 
for  three  thousand  of  the  militia,  including  five  companies 
of  Colo.  Enos's  battalion,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Ward,  to  march  to  Peekskill ;  which  troops  are 
now  on  their  march,  and  hope  they  will  arrive  before  the 
cneniy  can  approach  them,  and  sent  an  express  to  Gover- 
nor Cook  at  Providence,  with  Generals  Washington  and 
Putnam's  letters,  with  a  request  to  him  that  copies  thereof 
should  be  immediately  forwarded  to  the  President  of  the 
Council  of  Massachusetts,  and  by  him  to  the  State  of  New- 
Hampshire.  By  the  pressing  requests  from  General  Put- 
nam, and  the  danscrous  situation  he  was  in,  and  the  par- 
ticular orders  from  General  Washington,  I  esteem  it  my 
duly  to  comply  therewith,  and  that  hath  taken  a  great  part 
of  the  militia  of  this  State. 

"  I  received  a  letter  from  General  Schuyler  of  the  27th, 
mentioned  above,  which  was  directly  answered,  informing 
of  my  correspondence  with  General  Washington,  which 
rendered  it  improper  for  me  to  comply  with  his  requisition. 
And  although  his  situation  gives  me  pain,  could  do  no  more 
than  to  write  to  the  States  of  the  Massachusetts  and  New- 
Hampshire,  wiiich  I  did  immediately  by  express,  pressing 
them  to  send  forward  their  militia  without  loss  of  time,  to 
assist  in  repelling  Biirgoyne's  army,  and  hope  they  will 
view  the  matter  of  such  importance  as  to  exert  themselves 
on  the  occasion  ;  indeed  their  situation  makes  it  more  na- 
tural to  send  their  militia  that  way.  Am  persuaded  that 
General  Burgoyne,  flushed  with  his  success,  will  do  every 
thing  in  his  power,  not  only  to  maintain  his  present  acqui- 
sitions, but  to  penetrate  into  the  country  before  the  inhabi- 
tants are  recovered  from  their  surprise,  and  arm  in  their  de- 
fence ;  am  therefore  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  is  of  the 
last  importance  to  put  a  stop  to  their  career  as  soon  as 
possible. 

"The  difficulties  attending  your  militia  in  this  time  of 
distress,  mentioned  in  yours,  affords  a  gloomy  prospect ; 
that  when  our  subtle  and  inveterate  enemies  are  using 


every  art  of  policy  and  force  to  enslave  us,  to  find  so  great 
a  part  of  your  militia  eiliier  in  the  power  or  interest  of  the 
enemy.  Those  that  are  iriendly  oimht  not  to  be  intimi- 
dated thereby,  but  nobly  turn  out  in  their  own  and  coun- 
try's defence  ;  which,  if  they  do,  it  appears  to  me  that,  as 
General  Schuyler  hath  been  reinforced  by  Nixon  and  Glo- 
ver's brigades,  they  will  be  able  to  prevent  Burgoync's 
further  incursions. 

"  August  7th,  received  by  Mr.  Vandervoort  yours,  dated 
the  1st  instant;  the  same  will  be  laid  before  ihe  (icncral 
Assembly  of  this  State,  called  to  meet  next  Wcdiicsdny. 

"  We  have  endeavoured  that  your  State,  nr  any  of  the 
members  of  it  residing  here,  should  have  no  reason  to  com- 
plain of  the  want  of  a  just,  generous  and  humane  treat- 
ment from  the  government  and  its  inhabitants. 

"I  am  with  esteem  and  regard,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"JONTH.  TRUMBULL. 

'■  Honble.  President  Van  Cohtlandt." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  upon  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  with  the  said  letter. 

A  letter  from  Johannes  Van  Duersen,  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  Claverack,  accompanying  a  certain  John  Sny- 
der, a  suspicious  person,  who  is  apprehended  and  sent  un- 
der guard  to  Kingston  by  order  of  the  said  committee,  was 
read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Snyder  be  committed  to 
the  Fleet  prison,  until  further  orders. 

Adjourned  until  this  afternoon,  4  o'clock.  •  :■  • 

Die  Lun^,  4  ho.  P.  M.  August  18,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  A'an  CortlanJt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mi-.  Caiitine,  Mr.  II.  R.  Living- 
ston,  Genl.  bcott,  Major  Tappen,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Colo.  De  Witt. 

The  petition  of  John  Strong,  captain  of  one  of  the  com- 
panies of  rangers  raised  in  the  counties  of  Gloucester, 
Cumberland  and  Charlotte,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  committed  to  Mr.  Yates  and 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  10  ho.  A.  M. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  a.  m. 

August  19,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayers  as  usual. 
Presett — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Harper,  -Mr.  R.  R.  LivioL'Ston,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livings- 
ton, Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Cantine,  Genl.  Scotl. 

.\  letter  from  John  Barclay,  Esqr.  chairman  of  Albany 
committee,  enclosing  copy  of  a  letter  signed  Jonas  Fray, 
dated  at  Bennington,  the  sixteenth  instant,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  a  battle  between  the  New-Hampshire  militia, 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Stark,  and  the 
enemy,  whirh  proved  very  successful  un  the  siile  of  the 
American  arms,  was  read,  and  are  in  the  words  following, 
vizt : 

"State  of  Vermont,  in  CotiNrir,  of  Safety,? 
"  Bennington,  IGth  Jlvgust,  1777,  6  o'clock.  ^ 

"Gentlemen — Brigadier-General  Stark,  from  the  State 
of  New-Hampshire,  with  liis  brigade,  together  witii  the 
militia  and  companies  of  rangers  raised  by  this  State,  with 
part  of  Colo.  Symonds'  regiment  of  militia,  are  now  in 
action  with  a  number  of  the  enemy's  troops  assembled  near 
this  place,  which  has  been  for  some  time  very  severe.  We 
have  now  in  possession  (taken  from  them  this  day)  four 
brass  field  pieces,  ordinance  stores,  &c.  and  this  minute 
4  or  500  prisoners  have  arrived.  We  have  taken  the  ground 
although  fortified  by  entrenchments,  &c.  but  after  being 
drove  about  one  mile,  the  enemy  being  reinforced,  made  a 
second  stand,  and  still  continue  the  action.  Tlie  loss  on 
each  side  is  doubtless  considerable,  but  the  numbers  not 
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ascertained.  You  are  therefore  in  the  most  pressing  terms 
requested  by  General  Suirk  and  iliis  Council,  to  forward 
the  whole  of  the  militia  uiuicr  vour  several  commands  to 
this  place  without  one  minuie's  ioss  of  lime;  they  will  pro- 
ceed on  horseback  with  all  the  ammunition  that  can  be  pro- 
vided conveniently.  On  our  present  exertions  depends  the 
fate  of  thousands. 

"  I  am,  gent,  your  most  obdt.  hum.  servt. 

"JONAS  FAY,  Vice-President. 

"  To  the  gentlemen  officers  nearest  this  place, 
commanding  regiments  of  militia  in  tiie  se- 
veral United  States." 

"The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  letter  certified 
by  us. 

"ROBERT  HAWKINS, 
"EBENEZER  HUTCHINSON, 

"  Selectmen." 

"The  above  was  forwarded  by  Esquire  Douglass  from 
Jerico  to  King's  district,  and  from  thence  to  Albany,  per 
order  of  committee. 

"ELIJAH  BOSTWICK, 
"JOHN  GRAY, 

"  Members." 

Die  Martis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  August  19,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Ksqr.  President. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Yates,  Jlr.  Cantine,  Major  Tappen,  .Mr.  Tredwell, 
Colo.  De  Wilt,  Genl.  6colt,  Major  Van  Zandt,  .Mr.  K.  K.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Plait. 

A  letter  from  the  commissioners  for  delecting  and  de- 
feating all  conspiracies,  &c.  dated  at  Red  Hook,  the  eigh- 
teenth instant,  informing  that  iliey  think  it  nece.s.^ary  to 
remove  to  Claverack,  and  that  ihey  stand  m  need  of  one 
thousand  musket  cariridgRs,  was  read. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  commissioners  for  detecting 
conspiracies,  &c.  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  as  follows, 
to  wit : 

"Gentlemen — We  received  yours  of  the  18th.  We 
approve  of  your  removal  to  Claverack,  the  necessity  of 
which  is  very  apparent;  though  as  you  observe,  every  call 
for  the  miliiia  should  regularly  be  ihrmigh  ihe  Governor, 
yet  in  the  present  situaiion  of  our  affairs,  we  are  obliged 
to  step  out  of  the  strict  line  that  the  constitution  prescribes, 
and  to  trust  for  our  juslitication  to  the  necessity  of  the 
measure. 

"  You  will  therefore  issue  such  orders  to  the  militia  as 
you  think  necessary,  advertising  us  or  ihc  Governor  thereof. 
We  have  passed  an  order  for  one  thousand  cartridges  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Heermanse,  agreeably  to  your  request. 
"  We  are,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obedt.  humb.  servt. 
"  Messrs.  Benson,  .S.mith  and  Cantinf., 

Commissrs." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  transmitted. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  ten  o'clock. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

August  20,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
It  being  a  day  set  apart  by  the  Dutch  congregation  of 
this  town  for  fasting  and  praying,  and  there  being  service 
in  their  church. 

The  Council  adjourned  until  the  afternoon  4  o'clock. 

Die  Mercurii,  4  ho.  P.  M.  August  20,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pbesent — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Ksqr.  President. 
Mr.  Harper,  Caniine,  Mr.  I'l.Tlt.  Mr  Tredwell.  Mr.  Yates,  Major 
Tappen,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Gcnl.  i>cott,  Major  Van  Zaridt. 

A  ietter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  at  Van  Schaick's 
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island,  the  nineteenth,  enclosing  a  copy  of  General  Lin- 
coln's lelter  to  him,  with  the  account  of  General  Stark's 
battle  with  the  enemy,  was  read,  and  are  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

"  Van  Schaick's  island,  .lugt.  19,  1777. 

"  Sir — I  have  the  happiness  to  congratulate  you  on  a 
signal  victory  gained  by  Genl.  Siarks,  over  a  body  of  the 
enemy  near  Bennington,  on  ilie  16lh  instant  ;  an  account 
whereof  is  contained  m  the  enclosed  letter  from  General 
Lincoln. 

"  I  hope  that  we  shall  soon  have  the  satisfaction  to  learn 
that  General  Arnold  has  raised  the  siene  of  Fort  Schuyler. 
1  suppose  he  arrived  last  night  at  the  German  Flatts. 
"I  have  ihe  honour  to  be,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servt. 

"PH.  SCHUYLER. 

"The  Hon.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 

President  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  New-York. 

"  Bennington,  Jlugt.  18,  1777. 

"Dear  General — The  late  signal  success  of  a  body  of 
about  2000  troops,  mostly  militia,  under  the  command  of 
Brigadier  General  Stark,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  on  the 
16ih  instant,  over  a  parly  of  al)out  1500  of  the  enemy,  who 
came  out  with  a  manifest  design  to  possess  themselves  of 
this  town,  as  vvill  appear  by  the  enclosed,  is  an  event  hap- 
py and  important. 

"  Our  troops  behaved  in  a  very  brave  and  heroic  man- 
ner. They  pushed  tlie  enemy  from  one  work  to  another, 
thrown  up  on  advantageous  ground,  and  from  different  posts 
with  spirit  and  fortitude,  until  they  gained  a  complete  vic- 
tory over  them. 

"  Tlic  following  is  the  best  list  I  have  been  able  to  ob- 
tain of  their  prisoners  ;  their  killed  and  wounded,  vizt  :  1 
lieut.  colonel,  1  major,  5  capts.  12  iieuts.  4  ensigns,  2 
cornels,  1  judge-advocate,  1  baron,  2  Canadian  officers,  3 
surgeons,  37  British  soldiers,  396  Hessians,  38  Canadians 
and  151  lories  taken. 

"  The  number  of  wounded  fallen  into  our  hands,  exclu- 
sive of  the  above,  is  about  SO. 

"The  number  of  their  slain  has  not  yet  been  ascertain- 
ed, as  they  fourjht  on  the  retreat  for  several  miles  in  a 
wood,  but  supposed  to  be  about  200.  Their  artillery, 
which  consisted  of  four  brass  field  pieces,  with  a  considera- 
ble quantity  of  baggage  likewise  fell  into  our  hands. 

"  We  have  heard  nothing  of  Burgoyne  or  his  army  for 
these  two  days  past.  The  prisoners  are  sent  into  the  Slate 
of  Massachusetts  Bay,  except  the  lories.  Shall  wait  your 
directions  respecting  them,  as  most  of  them  belong  lo  the 
State  of  New-Yotk. 

"  We  have  now  about  2000  at  and  near  this  place. 
"  I  am,  dear  General,  with  regard  and  esteem, 

"  Your  very  humble  servt. 

"  B.  LINCOLN. 

"  TV.  B.  We  had  about  20  or  30  killed  in  the  action, 
and  perhaps  50  wounded. 

"  Major-Genl.  Schdyler." 

A  letter  from  John  Barclay,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Albany,  directed  to  Mr.  .Vbraham  Yates,  inform- 
ing him  that  a  number  of  respectable  inhabitants,  and 
friends  to  the  cause  of  America,  and  neighbours  of  Ephra- 
ini  Bogardus,  petitioned  the  said  commillee  that  the  said 
Bogardus  may  be  released  from  coniiiiement,  as  nothing 
so  criminal  is  allesed  against  him  as  to  continue  hiin  in 
confinement :  the  said  committee  requested  Mr.  YiUcs  to 
use  his  influence  in  procuring  his  discharge,  under  such 
restrictions  as  the  Council  shall  think  proper ;  was  read 
and  filed.  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  '1  hat  the  said  Ephraim  Bogardus  (confined 
on  board  the  Fleet  prison  for  inimical  practices  against  the 
United  States)  be  permuted  to  repair  to  the  coniiiiiilee  of 
Albany ;  and  that  on  his  aiving  to  the  said  commillee  such 
security  for  his  future  good  behaviour  as  they  may  think 
proper,  he  be  disciiarged. 
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Resolved,  Tliat  the  sitting  of  the  supreme  court  of  ju- 
dicature of  this  Stale,  be  and  hereby  is  adjourned  from  the 
last  Tuesday  of  August  instant  until  the  second  Tuesday 
of  Scpieuiber  next;  that  all  process  be  accordingly  con- 
tinued until  that  day  ;  and  that  the  test  of  all  writs  be 
fuch  as  if  the  said  adjournment  had  not  been  made ;  of 
which  all  persons  are  required  to  take  notice,  and  govern 
Uiemselves  accordingly. 

Mr.  Tredvvell  has  leave  of  absence  for  ten  days. 

3!r.  Jay  lias  leave  of  absence  for  a  week  from  next  Sa- 
turday. 

Messrs.  Jay  and  Morris  being  returned  from  General 
Washington's  Head-Quarters,  reported  verbally  their  con- 
ference with  the  General ;  and  that  they  had  presented  a 
memorial  to  Congress  on  the  subject  of  the  northern 
[army,]  a  copy  whereof  was  read. 


DIE  JOVIS,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

August  21,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  V an  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Plait,  Major 
Van  Zandt,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Morris,  Genl.  Scott,  Colo.  De  Witt. 

Messrs.  Jay  and  Morris  produced  an  account  of  their 
actual  expenses  on  their  journey  to  Head-Quarters,  by 
order  of  the  Council  of  JSafeiv  of  the  thirtieth  day  of 
July  last,  and  for  horse  hire,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  and  one-sixth  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto 
Messrs.  Jay  and  Morris,  or  either  of  them,  the  said  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and  one-sixth  of  a 
dollar,  in  full  for  their  account. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto 
John  McClean,  or  his  order,  the  sum  of  forty-five  pounds, 
in  full  for  a  horse  purchased  from  him  for  the  use  of  tliis 
Stale. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto 
Mr.  Jacobus  Gaasbeek  the  sum  of  forty  pounds,  in  full  for 
a  horse  purchased  from  him  for  the  use  of  this  State. 

Messrs.  Yates  and  Morris  produced  their  accounts  of 
expenses  on  a  journey  to  Head-Quarters  in  the  northern 
department,  (by  order  of  this  Council)  amounting  lo  fifty- 
six  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  pay  unto  Messrs  Yates 
and  Morris,  or  either  of  ttiem,  the  sum  of  fifty-six  dollars, 
in  full  for  liieir  said  account. 

John  Coe,  Esqr.  l.ite  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the 
county  of  Orange,  attending,  informed  the  Council  that 
part  of  the  blankets  and  stockings,  which  were  purchased 
under  the  direction  of  ihe  said  committee,  pursuant  to 
the  resolutions  of  the  late  Convention,  of  the  tweniy-first 
day  of  January  last,  were  lost  in  transporling  them  to  the 
clothing  store  at  Fi^^hkill  ;  that  tlie  persons  from  wliom 
ihey  were  purchased,  think  it  extremely  hard  that  the  loss 
should  fall  on  them,  and  therefore  request  the  Council  to 
lake  the  same  into  consideration,  and  grant  such  relief  as 
to  litem  shall  appear  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Plait  be  a  committee 
to  examine  and  report  the  same. 

A  letter  from  Andrew  Tavlor,  deputy  qnarter-master- 
gencral,  dated  at  Newhurgh  the  19lh  inst.mt,  relative  to  the 
exemption  of  Leonard  Smith,  Lieut,  in  Colo.  Fawling's 
regiment,  and  now  in  the  employ  of  the  said  Taylor,  was 
read  and  committed  to  a  committee. 

Adjourned  until  lo-morro\v,  10  o'clock  A.  M. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

August  22,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayers  as  usual. 
Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
!\Ir.  Cantine,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Jay,  IVfr,  .Morris,  Mr. 
Robt.  R.  Livingston,  Colo.  i)e  Witt,  iMajor  Van  Zaiidl,  (;f  nl.  NcuU. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  constables  within  iln,s  .'~^t;iie  do 
without  delay,  appear  before  one  of  the  judges  ui  the  in- 
ferior courts  or  the  sheritT,  in  iheir  respective  cuunuu.s  and 
lake  the  oath  of  office. 

Ordered,  That  ihe  same  be  published,  and  ihat  a  cer- 
tified copy  be  delivered  lo  Mr.  ^iheriff  Dumont. 

Resolved,  That  the  private  seal  of  the  chief  justice  be 
the  seal  of  the  supreme  court,  until  such  tune  as  the 
judges  of  the  said  court  shall  cause  a  device  to  he  en- 
graved for  that  purpose,  which  they  arc  hereby  empowered 
and  directed  to  do. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Harper  and  JIajor  Van 
Zandt,  be  a  committee  lo  refjorl  a  regulation  for  victualing 
the  State  prisoners  on  board  the  Fleet  prison  and  in  King- 
ston jail. 

An  affidavit  of  Samuel  Fowler,  taken  before  Samuel 
Edmonds,  chairman  of  New-iVIarlboroiigh  precinct  in  l  ister 
county,  relative  to  a  mare  claiined  by  Samuel  Wiiiijiniis  and 
taken  from  him  by  a  certain  John  Snider,  who  was  appre- 
hended by  order  of  the  committee  of  Claverack  as  a  sus- 
picious person  and  sent  to  tins  Council,  and  who  is  now 
confined  on  board  lite  Fleet  prison,  was  read  and  filed. 
Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Judge  Wynkoop  be  requested  to  make 
an  inquiry  into  this  matter,  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  liim 
that  the  said  mare  is  the  property  of  the  said  Samuel  Wig- 
gins, that  he  direct  her  to  be  delivered  to  him,  on  his  pay- 
ing the  expenses  of  keeping,  &c. 

The  coininittee  appointed  lo  draft  a  letter  in  answer  lo 
the  letter  of  Andrew  Taylor,  deputy  quarler-master-general, 
of  the  nineleenih  instant,  reported  the  tollovving  wh, ch  was 
read  and  appproved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Sir — Your  favour  of  the  nineteenth  instant  was  re- 
ceived and  laid  before  the  Council.  1  am  directed  in  an- 
swer thereto  to  inform  you  that  as  the  resolution  siibjecting 
exempts  lo  the  payment  of  money  for  encouraging  drafts 
from  t!ie  militia,  was  passed,  and  the  orders  for  drafting 
issued  previous  to  the  time  when  Mr.  Leonard  Sniith  en- 
tered into  the  Coniinental  service  as  a  ferryman.  The 
Council  are  of  opinion  that  he  comes  within  that  resolu- 
tion, and  is  held  lo  pay  such  sums  as  he  may  have  been 
assessed  for  that  dralt. 

"  I  am,  sir, 
"  Your  most  obedient,  humble  servt. 
"  To  Andrew  Taylor,  D.  Q.  M.  G." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  transmitted. 

On  reading  the  petition  of  John  Smith,  of  Northeast 
precinct,  'Juichess  county,  confined  on  board  the  Fleet 
prison  for  inimical  practices. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Smith,  on  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance,  be  discharged. 

The  committee  to  vvliom  vvas  referred  the  application  of 
John  Coe,  Esqr.  delivered  in  a  stale  of  facts  which  were 
sworn  lo  by  him.  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  ihe  Secretary  inform  Judge  Coe  that  by 
the  resolutions  passed  by  the  late  Convention  for  purchas- 
ing blankets  and  stockings,  the  several  coitunitiees  are  lo 
draw  for  the  amount  of  the  same  and  pay  the  collectors  of 
such  blankets  and  stockings. 
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Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  upon  the 
accounts  delivered  by  Judi^c  Cue,  be  filed  with  the  Trea- 
surer, to  be  delivered  to  the  Aitorney-Geiicral. 

Resolved,  That  the  Altornev-CJeneral  be  directed  to 
prosecute  a  certain  Captain  Welsh,  mentioned  in  the  said 
report,  or  such  other  person  as  he  shall  think  proper,  for 
the  amount  of  the  blankets  and  stockings  received  by  him 
and  not  delivered  to  the  use  of  the  State. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  10  ho.  A.  M. 


DIE  S  ABB  ATI,  10  iio.  a.  m. 

August  23,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Pbesent— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Colo.  De  Will,  Mr.  Harper,  Major  Van  Zandt. 

Philip  Livingston,  Esqr.  came  to  visit  ihe  Committee. 

The  deposition  of  Jehu  Biown  and  Caleb  Trask,  two 
persons  who  were  prisoners  with  the  enemy,  and  lately 
escaped  from  them  near  8t.  Coyck,  were  taken,  read,  and 
are  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"Jehu  Broivn  examined. — Says  that  he  did  belong  to 
Capt.  Morgan's  riflemen,  under  (Jeneral  Arnold,  at  Que- 
bec, and  was  there  taken  prisoner,  when  Genl.  Montgome- 
ry was  killed  ;  that  he  left  Montreal  on  the  IStii  of  June, 
and  had  been  there  three  weeks  ;  that  he  compnted  Genl. 
Burgoyne's  strength  that  crossed  the  lakes  at  7,000  men  ; 
that  he  heard  them  called  \\i  reaiments,  vizi:  7  British 
and  six  Hessian  regiments  ;  that  he  heard  that  two  British 
regiments  arrived  since  at  Quebec  ;  that  he  landed  at  Fort 
George  ;  that  more  than  one  half  of  the  army  crossed 
Lake  George  ;  that  above  300  prisoners  are  now  at  work 
at  the  carrying  place  from  Ticonderoga  to  Lake  George, 
bringing  over  provisions,  ammunition,  stores,  &c. ;  that 
tliey  proceeded  from  Lake  George  to  Fort  Edward  ;  left 
very  few  men  at  Lake  George.  An  advanced  party  of  500 
Hessians,  about  30  or  40  British,  200  Canadians,  150 
Indians,  and  some  tories,  advanced  to  Fort  Miller;  from 
thence  by  Saraghtoga  to  Caml)ridge,  to  St.  Coyck,  and  to 
about  5  miles  distance  from  Benningion  ;  that  on  Saturday, 
the  16th  instant,  at  Wi!cox's  bridge  over  VValiimscaack, 
was  the  engagement  of  the  advanced  parly  with  the  mililia; 
that  the  whole  of  that  advanced  party  was  engaged  ;  that 
a  reinforcement,  said  to  consist  oi  2,000.  but  he  tliinks 
they  did  not  exceed  1,500,  was  sent  forward  to  aid  the  ad- 
vanced parly ;  that  the  reinforcement  was,  on  the  same 
day,  in  the  afternoon,  attacked  at  St.  Coyck  ;  that  he 
heard  about  SOO  of  the  reinforcement  got  back  to  Saragh- 
toga ;  that  he  knows  not  what  became  oi  the  others  ;  that 
one  Bauin,  (whom  he  supposes  to  be  a  colonel  of  dragoons,) 
commanded  the  advanced  party  ;  that  he  was  informed 
part  of  the  militia  or  rangers  pursued  them  a  great  part 
of  the  way  to  Saraghtoga  ;  tliat  he  left  the  [larly  near  St. 
Coyck  ;  the  Ifessian  troops  had  a  breastwork  of  logs,  &;c. 
at  Wilcox's  bridge  ;  that  the  Widow  \\  hippie's  house,  about 
one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  bridge,  was  burned  by  order 
of  Governor  Skeene  ;  that  the  flying  armv  was  at  Saragh- 
toga, and  the  main  army  coming  on  ;  that  1,500  Canadian 
horses  were  brought  tiirough  the  woods  from  Canada,  vizt  : 
900  in  one  parcel  and  (iOO  in  another,  and  700  carts  were 
brought  across  the  lakes  in  vessels  ;  that  iwo  powder  carls 
were  with  the  advanced  party  and  Iwo  wiih  the  reinforce- 
ment, and  each  two  field  pieces,  which  he  supposed  were 
taken  ;  that  there  were  not  above  seven  or  eight  carls 
taken  ;  lhal  he  heard  Govr.  Skeen  say  he  had  a  letter 
from  Genl.  Howe,  and  that  Genl.  Howe  would  meet  that 
army  at  Albany  this  week ;  ti.at  Gershom  French  came 
and  joined  the  reinforcement  with  a  party  of  lories;  that 
they  were  informed  of  the  American  militia  at  Bennington, 
but  that  they  would  fly  or  run  away  ;  ihat  Fester  brought 
in  a  parly  of  tories,  consisting  of  about  82  men,  and  joined 


the  advanced  party  ;  that  Fester  was  killed  ;  that  Colo. 
Peters  went  from  Fort  Edward  with  the  advanced  parly  ; 
that  he  thinks  there  could  not  have  been  above  one  or 
two  companies  left  in  Tycondcroga  ;  that  eight  cannon 
were  planted  on  a  hill  to  the  west  of  the  French  lines  at 
Tyconderoga,  from  whence  iliey  supposed  they  could  have 
commanded  and  taken  Tyconderoga  and  Mount  Independ- 
ence ;  that  the  British  army  brought  great  qunntities  of 
provisions  and  stores  from  Canada,  a  great  qiianiity  of 
which  was  at  Fort  George  when  he  left  that,  and  the  carts 
were  employed  from  thence  to  Fort  Edward  ;  thai  he  docs 
not  know  the  number  of  Canadians  wiih  Burgoyne's  army  ; 
that  some  of  them  went  by  the  way  of  Fort  Ann  ;  that  the 
Indians,  with  the  Biitish  army,  he  heard  computed  at  650, 
and  Skeen  said  700  of  llieni  were  gone  against  Fort  Slan- 
wix,  and  that  they  were  called  .'ohnston's  Indians;  that 
Governor  Skeen  came  to  the  advanced  party  to  give  out 
protections. 

"JEHU  BROWN." 

"  Caleb  Trask  says,  he  was  taken  at  Halfway  brook, 
about  thejast  day  of  June  or  tirst  of  July,  and  was  carried 
to  Lake  George  ;  that  he  came  with  the  baggage  of  the 
reinforcement,  being  obliged  to  do  that  duty  ;  and  that  he 
escaped  with  Jehu  Brown  ;  that  he  heard  Governor  Skeen 
say  that  they  intended  to  send  an  advanced  party  down 
Connecticut  river  to  No.  4,  and  that  route. 

"CALEB  TRASK." 

Adjourned  until  Monday  morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  LUN^,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

August  25,  1777. 
The  following  members  met,  vizt : 

Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Yales,  Major  Tappen,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr. 
Robt.  Harper. 

At  12  o'clock  the  members  present  adjourned  until  ten 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  as  from  the  violence  of  the 
rain,  the  absent  members  can  not  be  expected  to  attend 
this  day. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  A  M. 

August  26,  1777. 
The  following  members  met,  vizt : 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Cantine,  Major  Tap- 
pen,  Mr.  Harper. 

The  members  present  adjourned  until  this  afiernoon  4 
o'clock,  as  from  the  violence  ol  the  rain,  the  absent  mem- 
bers can  not  be  expected  to  attend  this  morning. 

Die  Martis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  Augt.  26,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Corllandl,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Yales,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Hobart,  Colo.  De  Witt, 
Major  Van  Zandt,  Major  Tappen,  Mr.  Cantine. 

A  letter  from  His  E.xcellency  Governor  Clinton,  dated 
at  Albany  the  twenty-second  instant,  was  read,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  vizt  : 

"  .Albany,  jlugTist  22,  1777. 

"Sir — I  arrived  here  the  19ih  instant,  and  should  have 
wrote  you  sooner,  if  I  had  not  been  informed  that  the 
committee  of  this  county  had  transmitted  you  every  intel- 
ligence worthy  of  attention. 

"The  battle  of  Bennington  was  much  more  decisive 
ihan  the  first  accounts  make  it.  The  enemy  came  out 
1,300  strong,  and  being  quickly  routed,  by  the  warm  and 
constant  fire  of  our  men,  were  reinforced  by  1,500  more. 
The  militia  charged  them  with  redoubled  fury,  and  upon 
receiving  the  first  or  second  fire,  the  enemy  beat  a  parley. 


.  ■•!  Mj'.  j'O  05  ■'■/!! (^7 Oil."  ^; 
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This  our  people,  unfortunately,  did  not  understand,  but 
Dressed  upon  ihem,  and  obliged  them  to  fly,  pursuing 
Siem,  w''*^  *  brisk  fire,  for  many  miles.  Had  it  not  been 
for  this  mistake,  the  whole  (who  certainly  compose  near 
one-half  of  their  main  army)  must  have  infallibly  fallen 
into  our  hands,  and  proved  a  decisive  victory. 

"The  number  taken  was  669;  of  which  about  100 
were  wounded,  and  32  were  commissioned  officers.  The 
killed  are  222;  and  there  is  great  reason  to  believe  there 
are  many  more,  as  our  people  are  continually  picking 
them  up,  for  the  extent  of  five  or  six  miles  in  the  route 
they  were  pursued. 

"  The  artillery  and  arms  taken  are  as  follows  :  900 
swords  of  the  dragoons,  upwards  of  1,000  stand  of  arms; 
one  12,  two  9  and  one  41b.  brass  field  pieces. 

"  Our  loss  was  between  20  and  30  killed,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding 50  wounded. 

"  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  General  Burgoyne's  instruc- 
tions 10  Lieut.  Colo.  Baum,  who  commanded  the  first 
party,  and  died  of  the  wounds  he  received  in  the  action  ; 
which  you  are  at  liberty  to  publish,  if  you  think  it  will 
answer  any  valuable  end. 

"  I  think  it  is  not  probable,  from  those  instructions,  that 
General  Howe  means  to  carry  his  operations  to  the  east- 
ward, as  Genl.  Burgoye  wished  to  liave  the  people  made 
to  believe  that  that  was  to  be  the  case.  To  the  southward 
or  up  Hudson's  river,  therefore,  (and  the  latter  I  think  most 
probable,)  must  be  his  object,  if  he  has  any. 

"  I  have  applied  to  Genl.  Gates  for  the  cannon  brought 
down  from  Fort  George  (which  are  useless  where  they  now 
are,)  for  our  shipping  and  fortresses  in  the  Highlands  ;  he 
has  promised  to  send  them  to  me  wiiliout  delay,  that  I  may 
dispose  of  them  as  I  think  proper.  I  hope  therefore  to 
have  them  down  the  river  in  a  few  days,  where  they  will 
be  much  wanted. 

"  General  Herkhimer  is  dead  of  his  wounds  ;  his  leg  was 
taken  off,  and  he  survived  the  operation  but  a  few  minutes. 

"General  Arnold  wiih  his  party  are  at  Fort  Dayton; 
about  100  of  the  militia  of  Tryon  couiitv  only  are  with 
him.  I  have  issued  my  positive  orders  to  the  officers  com- 
manding the  respective  regiments  there,  to  dclacii  one-half 
to  join  Genl.  Arnold's  army.  Colonels  Van  Curllandt  and 
Livingston's  regiments  marched  this  evening  to  his  fiirthcr 
reinforcement.  The  enemy  in  that  quarter  having  acquired 
a  considerable  accession  of  numbers  from  tories  and  In- 
dians, the  above  measures  were  rendered  necessary.  The 
garrison,  however,  by  very  late  accouiiis,  are  high  in  spirits 
and  well  provided  ;  and  I  have  nc  doubt  but  in  a  few  days 
we  shall  receive  the  most  agreeable  intelligence  from  that 
quarter. 

"  From  the  Oneidas  and  Tuscaroras,  whose  chiefs  are 
now  with  General  Arnold,  we  have  the  fullest  assurance  of 
assistance  ;  but  have  nothing  to  expect  from  any  otiier  of 
the  tribes  of  the  iSix  Nations,  until  our  success  intimidates 
them  into  friendsliip.  Since  the  affair  at  Bennington,  not 
an  Indian  has  been  heard  of  to  the  northward,  and  the 
scalping  business  seems  to  have  ceased. 

"  I  can  not  learn  that  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  arc  far 
southward;  nor,  from  the  best  accounts,  are  any  of  them 
on  this  side  of  Saraghtoga.  Indeed,  1  do  not  apprehend 
any  great  danger  from  the  future  operations  of  Mr.  Bur- 
goyne  ;  and  I  would  fain  hope,  unless  he  evinces  a  greater 
share  of  prudence  than  he  lias  hitherto  discovered,  we  shall 
not  only  be  able  to  prevent  his  further  penetrating  into  the 
country,  but  soon  oblige  him  to  return  with  a  weak  and 
broken  army. 

"  By  a  letter  lately  received  from  Genl.  Washington,  I 
have  a  right  to  expect  here  every  miniiie,  Morgan's  corps 
of  riflemen,  who  I  think  will  be  able  to  match  the  Indians 
and  tories,  and  be  of  vast  service  to  our  army. 

"  Mr.  Livingston  and  myself  returned  from  camp  this 
evening  ;  we  mean  to  return  there  again  on  Sunday,  as  Ge- 
neral Gates  has  requested  my  attendance  to  meet  Genl. 
Lincoln  there  on  that  day.    Mr.  Livingston  begs  his  ex- 


cuse in  not  writing  to  Council,  as  this  letter  contains  every 
intelligence  he  could  convey. 

"  Forty  odd  of  the  tories  taken  at  Bennington,  are  in  this 
place.  I  am  much  at  a  loss  how  to  dispose  of  them.  I 
think  it  not  riglit  to  keep  them  here. 

"  1  am,  sir,  your  most  obed.  servt. 

"GEO.  CLINTON. 

"  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr." 

Another  letter  from  His  Excellency  of  the  25tli  instant, 
was  received,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  ^Ibanij  2Mh  .jir^l.  1777 

"  Sir — I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  your 'liunoar- 
able  Board,  that  on  Friday  last,  in  the  afternoon,  ihe  cmmy 
raised  the  seige  of  Fort  Schuyler,  and  inarched  olf  to- 
wards Oswego  with  precipitation,  taking  with  them,  how- 
ever, their  artillery,  stores,  &c.  Genl.  Arnold  was  at  Fort 
Daylon,  where  he  had  been  some  days  waiting  for  a  rein- 
forcem.ent,  which  he  had  asked  from  Genl,  Gales,  in  con- 
sequence of  accounts  he  had  received  making  the  enemy 
much  superior  in  number  than  they  were  conceived  to  he 
when  he  marched  for  that  quarter;  which  I  suppose  were 
artfully  contrived  to  delay  General  Arnold's  march,  and 
thereby  enable  the  enemy  to  make  a  safe  retreat.  This  I 
conclude  will  nosv  be  effected. 

"  Genl.  Arnold  marched  on  Saturday  from  Fort  Dayton, 
and  expected  to  reach  Fort  Schuyler  that  night ;  Init'eveii 
then  the  enemy  will  be  a  day's  march  ahead  of  ilieni. 

"  Colos.  Van  Cortlandt  and  Jjivingston's  regiments,  who 
were  on  their  march  to  join  (ienl.  Arnold,  are  now  return- 
ing to  their  former  station. 

"  Five  deserters  have  lately  came  in  to  our  army  in  this 
quarter,  who  agree  in  their  accounts,  that  the  army  under 
fiurgoyne  is  very  sickly  and  discontented. 

"  Some  deserters  from  the  enemy  have  also  came  in  to 
Fort  Schuyler. 

"  I  am,  your  most  obedt.  servt, 
"GEO.  CLINTON, 

"  The  Honble.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 

Pres,  Council  of  Safety." 

A  letter  from  the  Honble.  General  Schuyler,  dated  the 
twenty-fifth  instant,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit  : 

"Jlbany,  August  2oth,  1777, 
"Sir — I  am  this  moment  informed  by  Lieut,  Clock,  who 
is  directly  from  the  German  Flatts,  tlial  the  enemy  have 
raised  the  seige  of  Fort  Schuyler,  without  wailinf;  tlie  arri- 
val of  General  Arnold,  who  received  the  account  after  he 
had  been  a  few  hours  on  his  march  from  Fort  Dayton, 

"I,  very  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  this  important 
event,  of  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  advise  Congress. 
"I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedt.  huiiibie  servt. 

"PH.  SCHUYLER,  ' 

"  lion.  Pierre  Van  CoRTtANDT," 

Ordered,  That  the  President  transmit  a  copy  of  His 
Excellency's  last  letter,  and  of  General  Schuyler's  letter, 
to  Congress  by  express. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Honourable  John  Hancock, 
enclosing  the  said  copies,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and 
is  as  follows,  vizt  : 

"  Kingston,  26/A  Augt.  1777 

"  Sir — I  have  the  pleasure  of  transmitting  to  voii  tlie 
copies  of  Genl.  Schuyler's  and  Governor  Clinton's  letter, 
giving  us  tlie  agreeable  intelligence  of  the  raisin;;  oi  the 
seige  of  Fort  Schuyler.  The  gallantry  of  the  conuiiander 
and  garrison  of  lliat  post,  and  the  distinguished  bravery  of 
Genl.  Herkemer,  and  his  militia,  have  already  been  pro- 
ductive of  the  most  desirable  consequences.  The  brave 
and  more  fortunate  Genl.  Stark,  with  his  spirited  country- 
men, hath,  as  yon  have  already  been  informed,  given  the 
enemy  a  signal  coup  near  Bennington.  The  joint  result  of 
these  providential  instances  of  success,  hath  revived  the 
drooping  hopes  of  the  despcndinu,  and  given  new  vigour 
to  the  firm  and  determined.    We  liave,  tiierefore,  the 
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pleasing  expectation  of  compelling  Genl.  Burgoyne,  in  his 
turn,  to  retire. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  HoDble.  John  Hancock." 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  engrossed,  and  signed  by 
the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Upon  the  represeniaiiou  of  Mr.  Morris,  on  belialf  of 
Captain  Montgomerie, 

Ordered,  That  the  Honourable  Robert  R.  Livingston 
be  directed  to  take  Uil:  parol  of  the  said  Captain  Mont- 
gomery, to  remain  a  prisoner  within  a  district,  commencing 
on  the  northern  extremiiy  of  the  Widow  Livingston's  farm, 
at  the  manor  of  Livingston,  and  extending  three  miles  along 
Hudson's  river  to  ilic  southern  extremity  of  the  Widow 
Montgomery's  estate  at  Rhinebeck,  and  that  he  transmit 
the  same  to  this  Council. 

A  letter  from  Zephaniah  Piatt,  Esqr.  dated  at  Pough- 
keepsie  the  twenty-first  mstani ;  also  a  letter  from  Andrew 
Billings,  of  the  twenty-fifth  instant,  relative  to  persons  who 
went  over  to  the  enemy  and  are  returned  into  Dutchess 
county,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  committed  to  Mr.  Hobart. 

A  letter  from  Abraham  B.  Bancker,  commissary  of  pri- 
soners, was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  committed  to  Mr.  Harper 
and  Mr,  Cantine. 

A  letter  from  Peter  R.  Livingston,  relative  to  the  salt 
purchased  for  the  use  of  the  State,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  committed  to  Colonel 
De  Witt  and  Mr.  Yates. 

A  letter  from  Captain  Benjamin  Walker,  informing 
Council  that  Mr.  Cregier,  late  ensign  in  his  company,  and 
who  is  convicted  by  a  court  martial  of  having  plundered 
the  inhabitants  of  Westchester  countv,  has  received  of  him 
one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  recruit- 
ing, that  only  fifty-eight  dollars  are  accounted  for,  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter,  together  with  the  other 
papers  relative  to  Cregier's  case  be  referred  to  the  Attor- 
ney-General. 

Ordered,  That  Thomas  Kelly,  who  was  apprehended 
at  Rhinebeck  as  a  suspicious  person,  and  is  confined  on 
board  the  Fleet  prison,  be  discharged  without  paying  for 
his  subsistence  or  oilier  fees. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

August  27,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  CortlanJt,  Esqr,  President. 
Mr.  Cantine,  Sir.  Harper,  Mr.  Y.Ttes.  .Mr.  Hobart,  Colo.  De  Witt, 
Major  Tappen,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Morris. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Cadwallader  Golden,  Esquire,  be  libe- 
rated from  the  Fleet  prison  and  permitted  to  reside  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  this  place,  under  such  restrictions  as 
Colonel  De  Witt  and  iMr.  Morris  sliall  direct,  and  that  they 
take  Mr.  Colden's  oath  for  his  faithful  observance  of  such 
restrictions. 

A  letter  from  his  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  dated  at 
Albany  the  twenty-fifth  instant,  enclosing  copies  of  a  letter 
from  Colo.  Gansevoort  to  Genl.  Arnold,  and  from  Genl. 
Arnold  to  Major-General  Gates  were  read,  as  follows,  vizt : 

"  Jllbany,  2bth  August,  1777. 

"Sir — Since  I  wrote  you  this  mornnig,  Genl.  Gates 
transmitted  me  the  enclosed  copies  of  letters  from  Genl. 
Arnold  and  Colo.  Gansevoort,  containing  a  more  particu- 
lar account  of  our  afifairs  to  the  westward  than  I  was  then 
possessed  of. 

"  I  have  great  reason  to  believe  that  Genl.  Burgoyne 
will  soon  follow  the  example  of  St.  Ledger,  and  my  greatest 
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fear  is  that  he  will  be  equally  fortunate  in  getting  off  with- 
out a  second  drubbing,  as  the  iiulitia  do  not  turn  out  with 
that  alacrity  which  might  be  expected. 

"  A  proper  spirit  on  this  occasion  would  enable  us  totally 
to  destroy  the  enemy  in  this  quarter,  and  secure  peace  and 
safety  to  this  part  ot  the  country.  The  enemy  are  in  our 
power,  could  the  militia  only  be  prevailed  on  to  believe  it. 

•'  I  am,  in  the  utmost  baste,  your  most  olit.  sorvt. 

"  GEO.  CLINTON." 

"  Burgoyne  is  retired  to  the  east  side  of  the  river ;  has 
Batten  Kill  in  his  front,  and  Hud.son's  river  on  his  riijlii ;  a 
very  secure  position  indeed.  He  has  also  taken  the  pru- 
dent precaution  of  reinforcing  the  posts  in  his  rearsuice  the 
Bennington  affair,  with  three  reginnetits,  from  which  it  jilanlv 
appears  he  has  safety  now  more  than  conquest  in  view. 
"  Pierre  V.^n  Cortl.\xdt,  Esq.  President." 

"  Aug.  22d. 

"Dear  Sir — This  morning  at  11  o'clock,  I  began  a 
heavy  cannonade  upon  our  enemy's  works,  which  were  im- 
mediately returned  by  a  number  of  shells  and  cannon. 
About  3  o'clock  seven  deserters  came  in,  who  informed  me 
that  Genl.  St.  Leger,  with  his  army,  was  retreating  with 
the  utmost  precipitation  ;  soon  after  which  I  sent  out  a  par- 
ty of  about  si.xty  men  to  enter  their  camp,  who  soon  re- 
turned and  confirmed  the  above  accounts. 

"  About  seven  o'clock  this  evening,  Hans  Jost  Schuyler 
arrived  here  and  informed  me  that  Genl.  Arnold,  with  2000 
men  were  on  their  march  for  this  post,  in  consequence  of 
which  I  send  you  this  information. 

"I  am,  &c. 
"PETER  GANSEVOORT." 

"Mohawk  River,  10  miles  above  Fort  Daulon,  } 
'■  .iw^ust  23,  1777,  5  o'elonk,  P.  M.  '  |j 

"Dear  General — I  wrote  you  the  21st  iiisr.  from 
the  German  Flatls,  that  from  the  best  intelligence  I  could 
procure  of  the  enemy's  strength,  it  was  much  superior  to 
ours  ;  at  the  same  time  enclosed  you  resolutions  of  the 
council  of  war,  and  requested  you  to  send  me  a  reinforce- 
ment of  one  thousand  light  troops,  as  the  enemy  had  made 
their  approaches  within  200  yards  of  the  fort.  I  was  de- 
termined at  all  events  to  hazard  a  battle  rather  than  suf- 
fer the  garrison  to  fall  a  sacrifice. 

"This  morning  I  marched  from  the  German  Flalts  for 
this  place.  The  excessive  bad  roads  and  necessary  pre- 
cautions in  marching  through  thick  woods,  retarded  us  so 
much  that  we  have  but  this  moment  reached  this  place, 
where  I  met  an  express  with  the  enclosed  letter  from  Colo. 
Gansevoort,  acquainting  me  the  enemy  had  yesterday  left 
Fort  Schuyler,  with  great  precipitation.  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
judge  their  real  intentions,  whether  thev  have  returned 
home  or  retired  wiih  a  view  of  engaging  us  on  the  road.  I 
am  inclined  to  think  the  former  from  the  account  of  tlie 
deserters,  and  from  their  leaving  their  tents  and  considera- 
ble baggage,  which  our  people  have  secured.  I  sIkiII  im- 
mediately detach  about  900  men,  and  make  a  forced  march 
to  the  fort,  in  hopes  of  coming  up  with  their  rear,  and  se- 
curing their  cannon  and  heavy  ba;:gage.  My  artillery  and 
tents  I  shall  leave  here.  The  baileanx  with  provisions  fol- 
low me.  As  soon  as  the  security  of  the  post  will  permit 
I  shall  return  with  as  many  men  as  can  be  spared.  As  I 
came  down  in  balteaux,  shall  be  able  to  make  great  dis- 
patch. I  have  sent  an  order  for  the  light  troops,  if  you 
have  sent  any,  to  return  to  you  immediately,  and  the  mili- 
tia to  go  home. 

"  I  am,  &c. 

"  B.  ARNOLD. 

"  Hon].  M.  G.  Gates." 

Resolved,  That  the  sheriff  of  Ulster  be  authorized  and 
directed,  (at  the  expense  of  this  State,)  to  employ  such  per- 
sons, and  take  such  measures  foi  apprehending  the  disaf- 
fected persons  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kiskalamination,  as 
he  shall  think  proper. 

Resolved,  That  Doctor  Thomas  Jones  be  requested  to 
examine  the  prisoners  on  board  the  Fleet  prison,  and  in  the 
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jail  of  Kings'""'  and  report  their  state  of  health  to  this 

^"ord'ered.  That  tlie  Treasurer  of  tliis  State  pay  unto 
Comfort  Sands,  Esq.  the  sum  of  sevcnty-tive  pounds  for 
s.ilary  as  Auditor-General  of  this  Stale,  from  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  April  last  to  the  ivventy-fourtli  day  of  July  last. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Henry,  commissary  of  the 
clothing  store,  be  directed  to  dehver  lo  Mr.  Abraham  B. 
Bancker,  commissary  of  prisoners,  or  liis  order,  two  coats, 
two  pair  of  trousers  and  one  pair  of  shoes,  taking  his  re- 
ceipt, and  charging  for  the  same  the  current  price  of  the 
country. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolutions  for 
supplying  the  prisoners  on  board  the  Fleet  prison,  deli- 
vered in  their  report,  which  was  read  and  approved,  and 
is  in  the  woids  following,  to  wit : 

"  That  a  committee,  formerly  appointed  to  regulate  the 
Fleet  prison  and  appoint  proper  of&cers  for  the  same,  did, 
amonc  other  things,  appoint  Cornelius  C.  Elmendorph  to 
be  commissary  of  the  said  Fleet  prison,  and  did  ordain 
lhat  he  should  furnish  to  the  victualler  for  the  use  of  such  of 
the  prisoners  as  may  not  be  able  or  wilHng  to  provide 
themselves,  with  three-quarters  of  a  pound  weight  of  beef, 
pork  or  mutton,  and  one  pound  of  bread  per  day,  with  a 
reasonable  allowance  of  sail,  vinegar  and  fuel ;  and  also, 
lhat  he  should  be  allowed  eigliteen  pounds  per  month  for 
his  trouble. 

"  That  it  appears  to  your  committee,  not  only  that  the 
quantity  of  provisions  is  too  great,  but  also,  that  the  mode 
of  supply  is  very  exceptionable  and  pernicious,  tending  to 
raise  the  price  of  all  necessaries  of  life,  and  thereby 
greatly  to  distress  the  poor  ;  your  committee,  therefore, 
propose  the  following  resolutions  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  prisoners  on  board  the  Fleet  pri- 
son receive  the  daily  ration  of  one-quarter  of  a  pound  of 
beef,  pork  or  mutton,  or  one-half  of  a  pound  of  fish,  and 
one  pound  and  a  half  of  flour  ;  and  once  in  every  ten  days, 
half  a  pint  of  vinegar,  one  ounce  of  sail  and  two  quarts 
of  pease  ;  and  that  they  be  supplied  once  in  two  days. 

"Resolved,  That  Major  Tappen  and  Mr.  Harper  be 
and  ihcy  hereby  are  empowered  and  directed  to  form  a 
contract  wiih  some  proper  person,  upon  the  best  terms 
they  can,  to  furnish  such  supplies." 

Colonel  De  Win,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  letter  from  Colo.  Peter  R.  Livingston,  relative 
to  the  salt  by  liim  purchased  for  tlie  use  of  this  State,  re- 
ported as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Colo.  Peter  R.  Livingston  having  represented  to  the 
Council  of  Safety,  that  the  quantity  of  salt  which  he  halli 
purchased  for  ihe  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Slate,  can 
be  most  convcnienilv  and  with  less  expense  transported  to 
Major  Jansen's  and  Mr.  Philip  Spencer's.    Thereupon  : 

"  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Livingston  do  cause  the  salt 
by  him  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Stale,  to  be  conveyed  to  Major  Dirck  Jansen's  and  Mr. 
Philip  Spencer's  ;  and  that  he  inform  this  Council  of  the 
quantity  lie  shall  send  to  each  place. 

"  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Hobart  be  a  com- 
mittee with  power  to  regulate  the  price,  and  give  such  di- 
rections for  the  distribution  of  the  said  salt  as  to  them  shall 
appear  proper." 

Mr.  Hobart  who  was  appointed  to  meet  the  committees 
of  the  Stales  of  New-Hampshire,  Rhode-Island,  Connec- 
ticut and  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  hold  a  conference  on  the 
state  of  the  paper  currency,  &c.  &c.  inlorrned  the  Coun- 
cil lhat  he  met  the  said  committees,  pursuant  to  his  ap- 
pointment, and  was  ready  to  report  tlietr  proceedings. 

The  said  proceedings  being  reported,  and  read  by  Mr. 
Hobart  in  his  place,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  same  he  referred  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  and  that  His  Excellency  be  requested  to  lay 
ihc  same  before  the  Legislature  at  their  first  meeting. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  ho.  A.  M. 


DIE  JOVIS,  10  HO  A.  M. 

August  '28,  1777. 
For  tlie  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  members,  ad- 
journed until  four  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Die  Jovis,  4  ho  P.  M.  Augl.  '2S,  177T. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Ksqr.  President. 
Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr  Harper,  -Mnjor  Tninrn 
Major  Van  2andl,  Colo.  Be  Wilt,  Mr.  Morns.  '  ' 

The  committee  to  whom  weie  referred  the  leiicrs  from 
Zephaniah  Plait,  Esqr.  and  Mr.  Andrew  Billings,  repurtud. 
And  thereupon. 

Resolved,  Tliat  John  Schenk,  Peter  Tappen,  Andrfw 
Billings  and  Paul  Schenk,  Esquires,  or  the  major  pan  of 
them,  be,  and  tiiey  hereby  are  appointed  assisiants  lo  the 
commissioners  for  delecting  and  defeating  conspiracies.  »!y;c. 
with  full  authority  to  execute  all  the  powers  of  the  said 
commissioners  during  their  absence  from  the  countv  of 
Dutchess,  and  that  lliey  be  allowed  the  sum  of  twelve 
shillings  per  day  while  actually  employed  in  that  business. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  lo  these  gentlemen  on  ihe  subject,  was 
read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"Gent. — The  Council  of  Safety  have  apnoiiiied  you 
assistants  lo  the  commissioners  for  detecting  con5))iracics,'- 
&c.  and  have  not  tlie  least  doubt  but  you  will  e.xert  your- 
selves in  detecting  and  delealing  the  pernicious  designs  of 
the  disaffected.  The  Council  are  of  opinion  that  lliose 
who  desert  from  the  enemy  and  surrender  themselves,  of- 
fering to  lake  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Stale,  ought  to 
be  admitted  to  that  privilege,  and  their  persons  protected. 

"  I  am,  gentn.  your  most  obt.  humble  servt. 
"  To  Messrs.  T.  Schenk,  Tappen, 

Bir.LiNGs  and  P.  Schenk,'' 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  signed  by  the  President, 
and  transniilled. 

A  letter  from  the  Hons.  Jas.  Duanc  and  Wm.  Duer, 
Delegates  in  Congress,  was  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

"  Philad.  22d  August,  1777. 

"Honor.  Gentlemen — Your  despatches  of  the  loth 
instant  we  had  the  honour  of  receiving,  with  so  minute 
an  account  of  the  situation  of  our  distrobsed  country, 
and  your  efforts  for  ils  jjreservation,  as  you  have  been 
pleased  to  furnish.  We  left  nolhing  undone  lo  procure  the 
reinforcements  which  were  in  our  opinion  indispensably 
necessary  for  your  safely.  Van  Corilandt's  and  Livings- 
ton's batlalions  will  be  a  seasonable  relief,  but  Col,  Mor- 
gan's corps  of  riflemen  will,  we  flatter  ourselves,  be  of  de- 
cisive advantages. 

"  'J'lie  bailies  in  Tryon  county  and  at  Bennington,  so 
favourable  to  our  affairs  at  the  most  critical  juncinre,  will 
undoubtedly  raise  the  spirits  of  our  fellow  citizens  ;  iiiul  as 
New-Jersey  is  called  upon  for  1,000  men  lo  garrison  forts 
in  the  Highlands,  with  an  express  design  lo  give  ihe  militia 
of  our  Slate  an  opporUinity  of  repaiiing  to  the  northern 
frontier  and  reinforcing  the  army  lliere.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
General  Burgoynewill  nieclwiih  an  effectual  check,  if  not 
a  total  defeat. 

"  General  Hovv-e's  fleet  were  seen  the  14tli  instant  plying 
off  the  Capes  of  Virginia  ;  wliat  are  his  real  intentions  still 
remains  an  uncertainty.  South  Carolina  is  the  only  object 
worth  his  pursuit;  but  against  such  an  enterprise  ihe  sea- 
son seems  to  be  an  insurmountable  obstacle.  Should  this 
however  be  the  case,  the  armv  must  look  to  the  northward, 
for  vain  will  it  be  to  attempt  tofollov;  General  Howe  through 
the  distant  and  unhealthy  climes  of  the  southern  Stales, 
from  which  he  can  vanish  at  pleasure. 

"  We  have  the  honour  to  be,  wiih  the  utmost  respect, 
honor,  gentlemen, 

*'  Your  most  obedient  and  very  hum.  servants, 
"JAS.  DUAiNE, 
"WM.  DUER. 

"  P.  S.  Since  writing  what  precedes,  an  express  is  ar- 
rived from  Baltimore,  giving  us  a  certain  account  that  the 
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enemy's  fleet  liave  entered  Clicsapeek's  Bay,  and  yester- 
day morning  were  near  its  liend  ;  their  army  by  this  time 
is  probably  landed.  General  \Vn;-hingion,  with  the  Ameri- 
can troops,  lies  about  20  miles  from  this  city,  and  we  pre- 
sume will  immediately  move  to  the  southward  and  aitack 
the  enemy,  to  whom  he  is  probably  superior  in  numbers, 
independent  of  the  miliiia. 
"The  Honl.  Council  ol'  Salcty  Stale  of  New-York." 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  the  instant, 
was  received  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  committed  to  Mr.  Yates  and 
Mr.  Cantine. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  10  ho.  A.  M. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

August  29,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Pbesent— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Morris,  i\[r.  Harper,  Atr.  Hobart,  Major  Van  Zandt, 
Major  Tappen,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Cantine. 

Elisha  Sly,  one  of  the  persons  sent  down  from  the  north- 
ward, and  confined  on  board  the  Fleet  prison,  on  suspicion 
of  having  joined  tlie  enemy,  was  broiij^ht  before  the  Coun- 
cil, and  examined,  from  which,  and  the  character  given 
of  him  by  Mr.  Hansen,  there  is  reason  to  believe  him  to 
be  a  good  subject.  Therefore, 

Ordered,  That  he,  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  be 
discharged.  And 

Ordered,  That  Martinus  Cooper,  of  the  manor  Living- 
ston, on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  be  also  discharged. 

A  petition  of  several  of  the  prisoners  last  brought  and 
confined  on  board  the  Fleet  prison,  was  rend. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Yates  and  Mr.  Van  Zandt  be  a  com- 
mittee to  repair  to  the  Fleet  prison,  examine  the  prisoners, 
and  report  the  same. 

Major  Benedict  attending,  laid  before  the  Council  the 
accounts  of  certain  guards,  who  have  been  employed  by 
order  of  the  committee  of  the  county  of  Westchester. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  committed  to  Mr.  Hobart 
and  Major  Tappen. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Wilham  Harper  and  Frederick  Fisher,  on  behalf  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Tryon  county,  delivered  in  their  reports,  which 
beingread  wasagreed  to,and  isin  the  words  following,towit: 

"  Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  William  Harper  and  Frederick  Fisher,  on  behalf  of 
themselves  and  the  inhabitants  ot  Tryon  county,  beg  leave 
to  report : 

"  That  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  said  inha- 
bitants are  deeply  alarmed  by  the  apprehensions  of  an  In- 
dian war  upon  tlieir  frontiers  ;  and  allfioiigh  your  commit- 
tee cannot  pretend  to  say  what  ground  they  may  have  for 
such  apprehensions,  yet;  they  conceive  that  it  is  requisite 
for  the  honour,  and  consistent  with  ihe  justice  of  the  State, 
to  continue  to  make  every  possible  effort  for  the  security 
and  happiness  of  its  subjects  in  that  part  of  the  country,  fur 
which  purpose  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  a  number  of 
men  in  arms  upon  the  frontiers  to  watch  the  motions  of  the 
savages  imtil  peace  is  restored  in  that  quarter.  Your  com- 
mittee, therefore,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follov;ing  reso- 
lution : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  Peter  Vroman,  dated 
the  20lh  of  August,  1777,  tlie  letter  from  John  Harper, 
of  the  same  date,  and  the  memorial  of  William  Harper  and 
Frederick  Fisher,  be  transmitted  to  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor, and  that  he  be  requested  to  take  the  most  effeciunl 
method  to  quiet  and  secure  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Tryon  ;  and  that  it  be  suggested  to  his  Excellency  whether 
it  would  not  be  proper  to  send,  under  good  officers,  150  of 
the  militia  of  the  said  county,  150  of  the  militia  of  Albany 
county,  50  of  the  militia  of  Ulster  county,  and  50  of  the 


j  militia  of  Dutchess  county,  to  the  western  frontier  of  this 
j  State,  and  to  request  of  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
northern  department,  100  ririemen,  who,  together  with  the 
said  detachments  of  militia,  and  the  garrison  of  the  fort  m 
that  quarter,  may  be  employed  in  defending  the  said  fron- 
tier, and  such  of  the  Indian  nations  as  are  or  may  be  in  al- 
liance with  us. 

"  All  which,  nevertheless,  is  submitted. 

"  ABM.  YATES,  Jr.  Chairman. 

"  Kingston,  29th  Augt.  1777." 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  ho.  A.  M. 


DIE  S  ABB  ATI,  10  no.  a.  m. 

August  20,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Harper,  Atr.  Yates,  Mr.  Morris,  Genl.  Scott,  Major 
Tappen,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Morris,  Colo.  De  Wilt. 

A  letter  from  Colo.  John  Harper,  dated  Schoharie,  the 
twenty-eighth  instant,  was  received  and  read,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  vizt  : 

"  Schoharie,  Jlugust  2><th,  1777. 

"  Gentlemen — Since  we  put  Capt.  McDonald  and  his 
army  to  flight,  I  proceeded  with  some  volunteers  to  Har- 
persfield,  where  we  met  many  that  had  been  forced  by 
McDonald,  and  some  of  them  much  abused.  Many  others 
were  in  the  woods,  who  were  volunteers  ;  and  as  we  could 
not  get  hands  on  those  that  were  active  in  the  matter,  I 
gave  orders  to  all  to  make  their  appearance,  when  called 
on,  at  Schoharie,  in  order  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  autho- 
rity for  what  they  have  done  ;  and  if  they  do  not,  that  thev 
are  to  be  proclaimed  traitors  to  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica;  which  they  readily  agreed  to,  and  further  declare 
that  they  will  use  their  best  endeavours  to  bring  in  those 
tliat  have  been  the  cause  of  the  present  disturbance.  I 
would,  therefore,  beg  of  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety, 
that  they  would  appoint  proper  persons  to  try  those  people, 
as  there  will  be  many  that  can  witness  to  the  proceedings 
of  our  enemy,  and  are  not  in  ability  to  go  abroad. 
"  From  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

"JOHN  HARPER,  Colo. 

"  P.  S.  The  people  here  are  so  confused  that  they  do 
not  know  how  to  proceed.  I  therefore  would  beg  the  fa- 
vour of  your  Honourable  Body  to  appoint  such  men  as  are 
strangers  in  these  parts. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety,  at  Kingston." 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  committed  to  Mr.  Yates, 
Mr.  Morris  and  Colonel  De  VViit. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantine  be  added  to  the  committee 
on  Major  Wheelock's  memorial. 

The  said  committee  withdrew,  and  after  some  time  re- 
turned, and  delivered  in  their  report  on  the  said  memorial, 
which  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  liie  words  fol- 
lowing, vizt : 

"  Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  John  VVheelock,  Esqr.  have  taken  the  same  into  con- 
sideration, and  beg  leave  to  report,  that  it  appears  that  the 
late  Convention  did  resolve  that  the  said  VVheelock  should 
receive  a  major's  commission  and  be  entitled  to  Continental 
pay  and  rations,  provided  that  within  nine  weeks  from  the 
8th  day  of  April  list  he  should  have  completed  the  raising 
of  three  companies  in  the  service  of  this  State  to  contain 
150  men  including  non-commissioned  officers;  that  the 
sum  of  2,000  dollars  were  advanced  to  him  to  enable  him 
to  recruit  the  said  companies. 

"  That  by  a  resolve  of  this  board  on  the  28th  of  May 
last,  the  time  for  completing  said  companies  was  prolonged 
to  the  29th  of  July. 

"That  on  the  17th  of  July  this  Board  did  resolve  that 
the  said  Wheelock  should  march  all  the  men  by  him  en- 
listed directly  to  Kingston,  provided  that  six  of  the  twelve 


1052 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 


officers  nominated  by  him  should  voluntarily  discharge 
Uicinselves  fiom  the  said  corps  ;  that  upon  liieir  arrival, 
commissions  should  be  delivered  to  the  respective  offi- 
cers ;  provided  that  not  less  than  20  men  should  entitle  to 
a  captain's  commission,  nor  less  than  15  to  a  subaltern's  ; 
and  tliat  unless  the  above  resolutions  be  complied  with  in 
4  weeks  from  the  said  17th  of  July,  the  said  corps  to  be 
disbanded. 

"  That  it  appears  that  the  aforesaid  resolution  of  the  17th 
of  July  lialh  not  been  complied  wiih,  and  therefore  the  said 
corps  are  disbanded,  and  all  that  remains  is  for  the  said 
Wheelock  to  settle  his  accounts." 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  General  Scott  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  Major  Wheelock  on  the  several  proposals  contained 
in  liis  memorial. 

A  petition  of  John  Romer,  of  Cocksacky,  who  was 
ordered  to  be  discharged  and  was  continued  in  confinement 
by  the  sheriff,  as  having  been  accessary  to  the  escape  of 
some  of  the  prisoners  from  on  board  the  Fleet  prison,  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  take  the  examination  of 
the  witnesses  in  this  case,  and  if  the  charges  appear  to  be 
well  founded,  that  a  warrant  issue  for  his  continuing  in 
confinement. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Mr.  Richard  Ten  Eyck,  on  account  of  Colonel  Lasher, 
commissary  of  the  military  stores  of  this  State,  the  sum 
of  forty  pounds. 

Ordered,  'I'hat  the  commissary  of  the  clothing  store  of 
this  Stale  deliver  to  iMr.  Morris  svich  clothing  as  he  may 
require,  to  clothe  a  deserter  from  the  enemy,  he  paying  fur 
the  same. 

The  committee,  on  the  letter  from  the  committee  of 
Albany,  delivered  in  their  report :  And  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  for  sequestrating  the 
effects  of  persons  gone  over  to,  or  who  aie  with  the  enemy, 
be  directed  immediately  to  seize  the  etTects  of  all  such  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Albany  and  Tryon,  as  are 
gone  over  unto  and  joined  the  enemy,  and  to  dispose 
thereof,  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  in  that  case  made  and 
provided. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  be  empowered 
to  remove  the  wives  and  children  of  such  disaffected  per- 
sons aforesaid  from  their  habitations,  to  such  place  or 
places  as  they  siiall  conceive  best  for  the  security  of  the 
Slate. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  (if  General 
Gales  shall  think  it  advisable)  be  empowered  to  send  all  or 
any  part  of  the  said  women  and  children  to  their  said  hus- 
bands. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  General  Gates  on  the  subject  of  the 
said  resolutions,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  m  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — You  will  perceive,  by  the  enclosed  resolutions, 
that  this  Council  are  desirous  ol  securing  the  families  and 
effects  of  those  who,  during  the  present  invasion  or  that 
last  fall,  have  gone  over  to  the  enemy.  We  have,  there- 
fore, ordered  the  commissioners  to  lake  your  advice  and 
directions  upon  that  subject  ;  but  should  you  think  it  best 
to  send  all  or  any  part  of  them  to  the  enemy,  you  will 
please  to  give  to  the  commissioners  your  assistance  for 
Uiat  purpose. 

"I  am,  with  respect,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obt.  humble  servt, 
"  The  Honble.  Major-GenL  Gates." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  (enclosing  a  copy  of  the  resolu- 
tions) be  signed  by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lasher,  or  his  deputy,  deliver 
to  Malhew  Cantine,  Esqr.  or  order,  fourteen  pounds  of  gun- 
powder, for  the  use  of  the  mine  working  at  Rochester,  by 
order  of  ilie  late  Convention. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  10  ho.  A.  M. 


DIE  LUN^,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

September  1,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present— Pierre  Van  CortLindt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Canline,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  R.  R.  Liviniston.  iMr. 
Morris,  Gent.  Scott,  Colo.  De  Wilt,  Major  Tappen,  Major  \nn  Zandl. 

A  letter  from  Colo.  Abraham  P.  Lott,  dated  at  Boston 
August  14th,  1777,  was  read,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"Boston,  .iugi.  wtli,  I'll. 

"  Gent. — I  arrived  here  this  morning  from  Plvmouih  ; 
also  the  salt  which  I  bought  from  Corn.  Nelson  ;  no  tcuns 
to  be  had  at  present,  as  the  farmers  are  getting  in  iheir 
hay.  I  am  in  hopes  next  week  to  gel  it  forward  to  Sprni>^- 
field.  I  have  been  eastward  as  far  as  Cape  Ann  and 
Newbury-Port,  where  I  found  several  parcels  salt,  bui 
could  purchase  none  except  one  parcel,  which  they  ask 
.30s.  per  bushel,  and  forty  miles  farther  to  cait  ;  judge  best 
to  leave  it. 

"  This  day  I  received  a  letter  from  Thomas  Momford, 
Esqr.  who  informs  me  he  had  delivered  the  salt  in  liis 
possession  to  Messrs.  Watson  and  Spooner,  merchants  in 
Plymouth,  which  place  I  intend  lo  sot  out  for  to-morrow. 
I  have  been  here  with  the  gentlemen  who  do  the  business 
for  (General  'J'rumbuU  ;  they  told  me  I  could  not  expect  to 
get  that  salt  changed  for  any  other,  as  they  had  been  at 
great  expense  and  trouble  to  got  the  salt  sent  in  the  coun- 
try. 

"  If  I  get  the  salt,  shall  forward  it  to  Sprinafield,  as  it 
will  save,  18  or  20  miles  nearer  to  Springfield  to  come  to 
our  Slate  than  to  Hartford  ;  hope  you  will  approve  of,  as 
you  ordered  me  to  send  it  to  Hartford. 

"  I  have  called  on  the  board  of  war  here  several  times 
for  the  500  bushels  salt,  which  was  short  of  the  1,500  or- 
dered by  Council  and  Assembly;  they  told  me  they  had 
none  ;  this  morning  went  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  and  asked  him  if  any  dependence  could  be  made 
of  me  having  the  500  bushels  salt ;  he  told  me  he  believed 
they  could  nol  spare  it,  as  they  fell  short  themselves,  but 
would  try  what  he  could  do.  I  told  him  I  expected  ihev 
would  have  made  a  present  of  the  500  bushels  to  the  poor 
of  our  State.  But  a  person  gets  very  liltle  by  besijing  here  ; 
their  whole  scheme  is  to  get  money,  and  the  spirit  of  uberlv 
dies  away. 

"  Great  many  long  faces  since  the  account  of  Tvcon- 
deroga,  and  most  of  them  condemn  General  Schuyler,  but 
can  give  no  reason.  Just  now  heard  that  the  prize  ship 
loaded  vviih  salt,  which  had  been  laying  eastward  this  six 
weeks  was  arrived  ;  am  in  hopes  gelling  the  quantity  salt 
ordered.  There  will  be  by  tlie  latter  end  of  next  week 
about  150  casks  salt  at  Old  (Canaan,  at  Capt.  Lawrence's, 
which  I  have  informed  Mr.  Benson  of.  If  you  think  pro- 
per to  order  it  to  other  place  or  places  you  will  write  to  me 
at  Springfield.  Direct  my  letter  to  the  care  of  Mrs. 
Thomas  Wellenston,  at  Springfield,  where  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  t .  some  lime  to  forward  that  salt  and  get  it  in 
order. 

"  Gt.  I  remain  your  humb.  servant, 

"ABM.  P.  LOTT." 
Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  committed  to  Mr. 
Hobart. 

A  letter  from  His  Excellency  Governor  Trumbull,  dated 
August  the  fourteenth,  enclosing  an  account  of  Joshua 
Downer,  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  one  Swords 
and  one  Dougail  Campbell,  disadected  persons  sent  from, 
this  Slate  to  Connecticut,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  ihe  same  be  referred  to  the  Auditor- 
General  of  accounts. 

A  letter  from  the  commissioners  of  sequestration,  in 
Westchester  county,  signed  by  Samuel  Drake,  assigning 
the  reason  for  their  conduct  with  respect  to  the  property  of 
Stephen  De  Lancy,  was  read  and  filed. 
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Resolved,  Tliat  this  Council  approve  of  the  conduct  of 
the  commissioners  of  sequestration,  in  Westchester  coun- 
ty, with  respect  to  the  property  of  Siepiicn  l)e  Lancey,  and 
that  they  be  directed  to  proceed  in  the  business. 

On  reading  the  petition  of  Barnardus  Bratt,  on  behalf 
of  his  son  John  Bratt,  who  is  confined  on  board  the  Fleet 
prison,  charged  with  inimical  practices  against  the  United 
Slates, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Bratt,  on  his  father  Bar- 
nardus Bratt's  giving  bond  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
pounds  for  his  future  good  behaviour  be  discharged. 

Adjourned  until  the  afternoon  4  ho. 

Die  LunjB,  4  ho.  P.  M.  September  1,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.  President. 
Mr.  Harper,  iMr.  Yates,  jMr.  Morris,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  Mr. 
Hobart,  Mr.  Cantine,  Genl.  Scott,  Jlajor  Tappen,  Slajor  Van  /iandt. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  Colonel  John 
Harper  of  the  twenty-eight  of  August  last,  was  committed, 
delivered  in  their  report,  whicii  being  read,  was  approved, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
John  Harper,  of  Try  on  county,  of  the  2:?tii  Augt.  1777, 
beg  leave  to  report :  Tliat  in  the  opinion  of  your  commit- 
tee it  is  not  warrantable  by  the  Consiit'jtion  to  institute  a 
new  court  for  the  trial  of  offences  commiued  in  the  said 
county ;  and  further,  that  it  would  be  improper  to  bring 
the  prisoners  in  the  said  letter  mentioned,  to  this  place,  but 
that  as  well  for  the  sake  of  justice  as  to  awe  the  disatfect- 
ed  in  that  part  of  the  JState,  it  will  be  proper  that  a  court 
of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery  should  be 
held  in  the  said  county  as  speedily  as  possible;  and  fur- 
ther, your  committee  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
draft  of  a  letter  to  the  said  Jolin  Harper: 

"  Sir — Your  favour  of  the  23th  of  August  last,  was  re- 
ceived and  communicated  to  the  Council.  They  congra- 
tulate you  on  the  successes  of  our  arms  in  that  quarter, 
which  must  be  doubly  grateful  to  the  brave  inhabitants  of 
Tryon  county,  whose  virtuous  exertions  have  so  greatly 
contributed  to  it. 

"  The  trial  and  punishment  of  tiiose  inhuman  wretches 
who  have  combined  with  a  savage  foe  to  imbrue  their 
hands  in  the  blood  of  the  innocent  demands  a  speedy  at- 
tention. But  while  the  Council  agree  with  you  in  the  im- 
propriety of  removing  them  to  any  distance  from  the  wit- 
nesses of  their  guilt,  they  cannot  consent,  nor  indeed  are 
they  empowered  to  institute  any  now  court  for  the  trial  of 
such  offences.  These  wicked  parricides  however  detesta- 
table,  are  neverthclees  by  our  Iree  constitution  entitled  to 
the  inestimable  privilege  of  a  trial  liy  their  peers.  A  court 
of  oyer  and  terminer  will  be  held  in  your  county  as  soon 
as  the  present  storm  hath  a  little  subsided.  In  the  mean- 
time the  public  officers  of  the  county  will  e.Kcrt  themselves 
to  detect,  apprehend  and  secure  the  rebels. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
"All  which  nevertheless  is  submitted. 

"  P.  S.  You  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  this  letter 
to  the  committee  of  Schohary,  and  to  such  other  persons 
as  may  be  concerned  in  it." 

Resolved,  That  the  commissary  of  the  Fleet  prison  be 
served  witli  a  copy  of  the  regulations  of  the  twenty-seventh 
of  August  last,  for  victualing  the  prisoners  on  board  the 
Fleet  prison  ;  and  that  he  be  directed  to  victual  the  said 
prisoners  agreeably  thereto. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissary  be  directed  to  sup- 
ply the  State  prisoners  in  Kingston  jail  with  one  pound 
and  a  half  of  bread  per  day,  and  that  the  jailer  supply 
theni  with  water.  ■ ' 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Abraham  Keater,  sergeant  of  a  detachment  of  Captain 
Salisbury's  company  of  lighthorse  in  Ulster  county,  now 
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in  service  by  order  of  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  on  Continental  account. 
Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  ho. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  a.  m. 

September  2,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Hobart,  Major  Van  Zanilt,  Major  Tappen,  .Mr.  Jay. 
Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  .Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Cantine,  Colo.  Ue  W  itt,  Mr. 
Gilbt.  Livingston,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Morris. 

A  petition  of  Henry  Lyon,  late  of  New-York,  at  pre- 
sent of  Reading  township,  in  Hunterdon  county,  Aew- 
Jersey,  setting  forth  that  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy's 
fleet  in  the  harbour  of  New- York,  he  removed  his  effects 
into  Dutchess  county  ;  that  he  removed  with  his  fanulv 
into  New-Jersey,  where  he  continued  to  reside  ;  that  the 
commissioners  of  sequestration  in  Dutchess  county  have 
disposed  of  his  property  on  a  groundless  suspicion  that  he 
was  with  the  enemy  in  New-York  ;  and  therefore  prays 
that  the  Honourable  Council  will  be  pleased  to  order  the 
amount  of  the  sale  of  his  said  properly  to  be  returned  to 
him,  or  such  other  relief  as  may  be  thought  just  and  equi- 
table ;  was  read  and  filed. 

A  certificate,  signed  by  James  Cole,  one  of  the  justices 
of  Hunterdon  county,  John  iMihelm,  member  of  Assembly 
tor  the  said  county,  John  Taylor,  colo.,  Ebenezer  Birrv, 
captain,  and  Dennis  VVikotf,  certifying  that  the  said  Henry 
Lyon  has  resided  amongst  them  since  last  Christmas,  and 
has,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge,  always  shown  him- 
selt  a  triend  to  his  country,  and  has  served  in  the  militia 
with  his  neighbours  ;  and  an  account,  certified  by  Henry 
Livingston,  Junr.  one  of  the  commissioners  of  sequestra- 
tiun  for  Dutchess  county,  of  the  articles  which  were  the 
property  of  the  said  Henry  Lyon,  and  sold  by  the  said 
commissioners,  amounting  to  forty  pounds  seven  shillings 
and  four  pence,  were  also  read  and  filed. 

The  said  petition  and  papers  being  taken  into  conside- 
ration. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  do  pay  to 
the  said  Henry  Lyon  the  sum  of  forty  pounds  seven  siul- 
linas  and  four  pence,  being  the  amount  of  the  sales  c>f  his 
property,  sold  by  the  commissioners  of  sequestration  in 
Dutchess  county,  and  paid  into  the  treasury. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  transmit  to 
the  commissioners  for  inquiring  into  and  defeating  all  con- 
spiracies, &;c.  the  sura  of  two  hundred  pounds,  to  be  by 
them  disposed  of  in  secret  services,  agreeably  to  such  di- 
rections as  shall  be  given  them  by  the  Honourable  John 
Jay. 

Mr.  Hobart  reported  the  draft  of  a  letter  to  Colonel 
Abraham  P.  Lott,  in  answer  to  his  received  yesterday, 
which  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit  : 

"  Sir — Your  favour  of  the  14th  ulto.  has  been  laid  be- 
fore the  Council.  They  approve  ol  your  sending  the  salt 
by  the  route  of  Springfield,  and  desire  you  will  forward 
the  whole  of  it  with  all  possible  despatch  to  Old  Canaan, 
as  it  is  exceedingly  wanted.  Should  you  have  occasion  to 
wait  on  the  board  of  war  or  the  Speaker  of  Assembly 
again,  it  will  be  advisable  to  say  nothing  more  about  their 
presenting  any  salt  to  the  poor  of  this  State.  We  meant 
not  to  beg,  but  to  purchase  trom  our  neighbours.  As  the 
Legislature  will  probably  meet  in  a  day  or  two,  when  the 
powers  of  the  Council  ot  Salety  will  be  at  an  end,  it  is  re- 
quisite that  you  advise  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the 
arrival  of  the  salt  on  the  borders  of  the  State. 

"  I  am,  sir, 
"  Your  most  obedient,  humble  servt. 
"  Colo.  Abraham  P.  Lott." 
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Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  iransmitied. 

On  reading  the  petition  of  William  Bedell,  of  Glouces- 
ter county,  sent  down  and  confined  on  board  the  Fleet  pri- 
fon  on  suspicion  of  having  joined  ihe  enemy,  and  the  ex- 
amination of  Captain  William  Gage  and  Lieuienant  Peter 
Roberts,  taken  before  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  and  Mr. 
Tredwell, 

Hesolued,  That  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
Uiis  State,  he  be  discharged. 

Adjourned  until  this  allernoon  4  ho. 

Die  Martis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  September  2,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Yales,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Hobart,  Genl. 
Scott,  Mr.  Morris,  Colo  De  Wilt,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Major  Tappen, 
Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingslon,  Mr.  U.  R.  Livingston. 

A  letter  from  Colo.  Morris  Graham  to  His  E.xcellency 
the  Governor,  dated  at  Van  Schaick's  island,  August  the 
thirty-first,  enclosing  an  arrangement  of  the  ofRcers  of  the 
regiments  of  drafts  from  the  miliua  under  his  command, 
and  requesting  commissions  may  be  made  out  for  such  of 
them  whose  names  are  marked  with  an  asierism,  was 
brought  into  Council  (by  the  Secretary)  by  the  direction 
of  His  Excellency. 

The  same  was  read  and  immediately  taken  into  conside- 
ration. 

Resolved,  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  be  em- 
powered and  requested  to  grant  brevets  to  such  officers  of 
Colo.  Graham's  regiment  of  drafts  (from  the  militia)  serv- 
ing in  the  northern  army,  as  have  not  commissions  lor  the 
rank  they  now  hold  in  the  regiment. 

Mr.  Jay  dissents  to  the  aforegoing  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  Doctor  Luke  Keirstead  be  authorized 
and  requested  to  visit  the  Fleet  prison  and  Kingston  jail  at 
least  twice  a  week,  and  whenever  he  shall  be  required  by 
the  warden  or  jailer  of  the  said  prison  or  jail,  and  that  he 
attend  such  of  the  prisoners  as  are  indisposed. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  ho. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

September  3,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Ilnrper,  Mr.  J.iy,  Mr.  Piatt.  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  R.  R. 
Livingston,  Genl.  Scott,  Major  Tappen.  .Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Major 
Van  Zandt,  Colo.  De  Wilt,  .Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  .Morris. 

Egbert  Benson,  Esqr.  one  of  the  commissioners  for  de- 
tecting and  defcaiina  all  conspiracies,  &c.  attending,  in- 
formed the  Council  of  the  proceedings  of  their  board  while 
at  Canaan,  Kinderliook,  Claverack,  &c.  He  further  in- 
formed that  many  of  the  persons  apjjrehended  and  lately 
sent  from  that  quarter,  and  who  are  now  confined  on  board 
the  Fleet  prison,  were  apprehended  only  on  suspicion  of 
having  joined  the  enemy. 

Ot-dered,  That  Mr.  Benson,  together  with  Major  Van 
Zandt  and  Mr.  Harper,  do  proceed  to  tiie  Fleet  prison  and 
examine  the  State  prisoners  lately  apprehended  to  the 
northward,  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  discharge  such 
of  them  as  they  may  think  proper. 

An  account  of  Colo.  Jacob  Hornbeck,  amounting  to 
eleven  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  six  pence  for  his  dis- 
bursements on  the  expenses  attending  the  execution  of  Ja- 
cobus Rosa  and  Jacob  Middash,  was  delivered  in  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  referred  to  the  Au- 
ditor-General, and  that  he  audit  the  same  for  payment. 

Ordered,  That  Henry  Schenk,  Esqr.  deliver  to  Messrs. 
Gideon  Ver  Veelen  and  Abraham  Schenk,  twobu.shels  and 
B  half  of  the  salt,  now  in  his  possession,  belonging  to  this 


State,  of  the  use  of  the  indigent  persons  under  their  care, 
and  take  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

An  examination  of  Johannes  Oosterliuut,  Junr.  and  Ni- 
cholas the  Indian,  taken  the  twenty-third  day  of  .\agust, 
1777,  before  Jacob  Hornbeck,  as  they  just  returned  troin 
the  Indian  country,  was  sent  into  Council  by  His  Excel- 
lency ilie  Governor,  for  the  consideration  of  Cuiiiicil,  and 
their  opinion  and  advice  thereon,  and  is  in  the  wurJs  fol- 
lowing, vizt  : 

"  Isi.  They  depose  and  say  that  the  Indians  have  aban- 
doned the  Kookhouse,  and  are  all  movud  back  as  t.u  as  .-Vn- 
quago  or  Coletien,  being  afraid  of  the  people  of  Esnpu-  and 
Minisinck;  as  said  Indians  had  received  infonnation  be- 
fore they  moved,  that  2,000  men  were  connnii  up  lo  de- 
stroy them,  and  therefore  the  said  Indians  had'kcpt  out  a 
scouting  party  towards  Shokaken,  till  such  tune  us  said 
Ouslcrhoul  and  Nicholas  came  and  told  ihem  the  contrary. 

"  2ndly.  That  the  most  part  of  the  young  Indians  were 
gone  to  join  Butler  at  Fort  Siaiiwicks,  and  the  wife  of  the 
chief  sachem  of  the  Five  Nations  had  made  a  request  to 
the  sachems,  that  all  the  Five  Nations  should  be  desired 
at  once  to  hold  themselves  neutral  in  the  present  contest 
or  war;  which  request  was  granted  her:  whereon  the 
chief  sachem  should  immediately  request  the  said  Five 
Nations  to  stop  their  hostile  measures,  and  come  in  asain 
with  those  that  have  hitherto  been  still;  and  if  the  vo^uno- 
Indians  should  refuse  to  return,  but  continue  wild  Butler 
in  the  war,  then  the  sachem  offers  to  be  at  peace  and  con- 
tinue in  friendship  with  the  people  at  Esopiis,  .Mmisink, 
Papackunk,  Kassliiglon,  VVyainonck,  and  ail  settlements 
to  the  southward  thereof,  so  that  war  should  only  be  to 
the  north  ;  and  if  any  of  their  young  men  should  be  killed 
to  the  north,  they  should  not  mind  it  or  break  friendship; 
and  if  any  of  our  men  should  go  in  the  war  lo  the  north, 
and  be  killed,  we  should  likewise  not  mind  the  same  or 
break  friendship. 

"  .3dly.  An  Indian  is  sent  with  Oosterliout  and  Nicholas 
by  the  sachem,  to  Colo.  Hornbeck  to  see  how  times  are 
with  him,  and  to  desire  of  said  Hornbeck  that  a  correspon- 
dence may  be  kept  with  Esopus  people  and  the  saclieins, 
notwithstanding  the  war  to  the  north  ;  and  tiiat  once  every 
three  or  four  weeks,  a  man  may  pass  and  repass  between 
them,  so  that  the  women  and  children  may  be  at  peace  and 
their  work  on  both  sides  ;  and  that  the  road  on  the  side  of 
the  Indians  shall  be  constantly  open  for  us  safely  to  come 
to  them  and  return. 

"  4lhly.  That  the  Oneida  Indians  are  heartily  in  favour 
of  America,  and  very  likely  a  war  will  soon  break  out  with 
them  and  other  nations." 

The  said  examination  or  message  being  read  and  con- 
sidered, the  Council  came  to  the  following  resolutions,  to 
wit  :  . 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  the  mes- 
sage from  the  Indians  of  Oneoghquago,  which  hath  been 
laid  before  them  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  is  an 
insult  to  this  State  ;  and  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the 
honour  and  interest  of  the  State  to  consider  iliem  in  a 
state  of  nt  utrality,  while  tiieir  warriors  are  engaged  against 
us. 

Mr.  Yates  and  Colo.  De  Wit  dissent. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council  it  will  be 
proper  for  His  Excellency  to  inform  the  aforesaid  fnciians, 
that  unless  their  warriors  are  called  in  and  return  immedi- 
ately, the  said  Indians  will  be  considered  and  treated  as 
open  enemies. 

Mr.  Yates  and  Colo.  De  Wilt  dissent. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  empowered  to  take  into 
pay  such  of  the  Indian  warriors  as  may  choose  to  enter  into 
the  service  of  this  State. 

Mr.  Yales  dissents. 

Resolved,  That  the  Oneida  nation  are  the  allies  of  this 
State,  and  that  we  shall  consider  any  attack  upon  them  as 
an  attack  upon  our  own  people. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  pay  and  sub- 


L 


-i  /j      i   i.i!i.'0(U  "j  f.'  .! 
■   :      '   I  ■  5  !  !  .,1;, 


■I         ir,  ;.(i,J. 


.'  v::''  :.?(((  it.)  ;ji¥  iv-T         ;    irf     5ti;>'.  IK 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 


1055 


sistence  rolls  of  the  men  raised  by  order  of  the  committee 
of  Westchester  county,  for  the  defence  tliereof,  as  also  tiie 
proceedings  of  the  said  commitlee  thereon,  dehvcred  in 
their  report,  which  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  That  it  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  late  Con- 
veniion  of  this  !State  did,  in  and  by  a  certain  resolution, 
bearing  dale  the  sixth  day  of  May  last,  resolve  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  committee  and  field  officers  of  the 
county  of  Westchester,  be  empowered  to  raise  as  many 
men  as  they  can  for  the  defence  of  the  said  county,  and 
that  this  Convention  will  defray  the  expense  tliereof.' 

^  "  That  the  commiuee  and  field  officers  of  the  said  county 
did  order  a  certain  number  of  men  to  be  raised  for  the  de- 
fence of  said  county,  by  virtue  of  the  said  resolve,  to  con- 
tinue in  service  uniil  the  first  day  of  January  next,  unless 
sooner  discharged ;  and  did  agree  to  pay  to  each  private 
six  pounds  per  month,  and  raiions  ;  or  in  lieu  of  rations, 
two  dollars  per  week  to  each  sergeant ;  seven  pounds  per 
month  to  each  corporal ;  fifer  and  drummer,  six  pounds 
ten  shillings  per  montii,  together  with  the  same  rations  or 
allowance  as  the  privates  ;  and  to  the  commissioned  otBcers 
Continental  pay  and  rations,  or  in  lieu  of  rations,  twenty- 
one  shillings  per  week. 

"That  it  appears  from  liie  pay  and  subsistence  rolls, 
that  eighty-eight  men,  officers  included,  have  been  raised, 
in  consequence  of  said  resolve,  and  are  now  in  actual  ser- 
vice in  the  said  county ;  and  that  the  said  pay  and  subsis- 
tence rolls,  from  the  first  day  of  June  last  to  the  first  day 
of  August,  being  two  months,  amounts  to  one  ihousantl 
five  hundred  thirty-two  pounds  three  shillings  and  six 
pence. 

"  Your  committee,  after  having  stated  the  above  facts, 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  aforesaid  committee  and  field  offi- 
cers were  not  authorized  or  warranted,  by  the  true  con- 
struction of  the  said  resolve,  to  raise  the  saiil  men  on  any 
other  than  the  usual  pay  ;  and  that  the  retaining  in  pay  any 
corps  at  the  extravagant  rate  of  wages  on  whicli  these  have 
been  engaged,  would  be  attended  with  very  evil  conse- 
quences. 

"  1st.  By  aifording  the  militia  of  every  other  county  in 
the  Slate,  when  called  into  actual  service,  an  equitable 
claim  to  ihe  same  extravagant  pay,  especially  where  the 
county  from  which  they  might  be  ordered  should  be  equally 
exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the  enemy. 

"  2dly.  The  establishing  a  pay  for  the  militia  service  so 
far  above  the  Continental  pay,  would  greatly  retard  the 
filling  of  the  Continental  regiments  engaged  to  be  raised  by 
this  State. 

"  Your  committee  are,  nevertlieless,  of  opinion,  that  the 
committee  of  the  county  of  Wesichestcr  might  possibly 
have  been  led  into  a  misapprehension  of  the  above  recited 
resolution,  from  its  containing  no  express  limitation  of  the 
pay  they  were  empowered  to  oflcr ;  and  that  it  would  be 
unjust  to  leave  the  said  commitlee  bound  for  the  payment 
of  the  wages  of  the  troops  raised  in  consequence  of  the 
above  resolution,  since  they  were  probably  prompted  to 
the  measure  by  their  endeavour  to  serve  the  public." 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  pay  and  subsistence 
rolLs  'be  audited,  and  that  ihe  rangers  raised  in  the  counly 
of  Westchester,  be  immediately  disbanded,  unless  they 
shall  be  willing  to  serve  hereafter  for  Continental  pay,  and 
the  above  allowance  for  raiions. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  counly  of  West- 
chester, account  immediately  with  the  Treasurer  of  this 
State  for  the  proceeds  of  tiie  sale,  and  all  such  effects  as 
have  been  taken  in  the  said  county  by  the  said  corps  of 
rangers. 

Adjourned  until  4  ho.  P.  M. 


Die  Mercurii,  4  ho.  P.  M.  September  3,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Genl.  Scott  Mr  Yates  Mr.  Tappen,  Mr.  I'lalt,  Mr.  Tre.lwel!.  Mr. 
K.  K.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Mr.  Hobart,  Colo.  De  Witt. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  pay  unto  the 
Honourable  John  Sloss  Hobart  the  sum  of  twcntv-iwo 
pounds,  two  shillings  and  one  penny,  for  his  account  of 
expenses  on  his  journey  to  Springfield,  in  .Massachu- 
seiLs  Bay,  by  order  of  this  Council. 

On  information  that  Cornelius  C.  Elmendorph,  commis- 
sary of  the  Fleet  prison,  has  neglected  to  supply  \\k  «iale 
prisoners  in  jail  wiih  bread  agreeably  to  the  order  of  iliis 
Council  of  the  first  mslant,  and  that"  the  said  commissary 
intends  to  resign  ihe  said  office  of  - 


week  : 


commiss.ir.y  m  one 


Ordered,  That  the  said  Cornelius  C.  Elmendorph,  com- 
missary, <kc.  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  peremptorily  ordered 
torlhwiih  to  comply  with  the  order  of  this  Council  ot  tlie 
first  instant,  for  supplying  the  State  prisoners  in  Kin.rston 
jail  with  bread,  and  that  he  be  informed  that  a  re.'^ignaiion 
of  his  office  will  not  be  accepted  of,  until  another  commis- 
sary be  provided,  and  sufficient  time  allowed  him  to  pro- 
cure a  supply  of  provisions. 

The  Council  being  informed  that  those  men  of  Capt. 
Payne's  company  who.  by  order  of  Council,  have  joined 
Captain  Schoonmakcr's  company,  on  a  supposition  that 
they  belong  to  Major  Wheelock's  corps,  who  are  disbanded, 
have  applied  for  passes  to  return  home  :  Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  men  be  informed  that  they  did 
not  belong  to  Major  Wheelock's  corps  at  the  lime'iliey 
were  ordered  to  join  Captain  Schoonmakcr's  company  ; 
and  that  Captain  Schoonmaker  be  directed  not  to  permit 
any  of  the  said  men  to  depart  or  quit  his  company,  wiihout 
orders  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  or  tin's  Council. 

A  letter  from  the  Auditor-General  informine-  Council 
that  Colo.  Lasher  liath  delivered  of  the  military  stores  of 
the  Stat.e,  to  the  committee  of  Westchester  county,  without 
orders  from  Council,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  be  transmitted 
to  Colo.  Lasher,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  inform  the 
Council  of  his  reasons  for  delivering  out  military  stores 
without  orders. 


DIE  JOVIS,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

September  4,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Praj'ers  as  usual. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Tappen,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  .Jay,  Mr.  Hnbart,  .Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Robt. 
R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston,  Mr.  Tredweil,  Mr.  Piatt  Major 
Van  ZandL  ' 

The  memorial  of  James  Place,  confined  in  Kingston 
jail,  and  the  petition  of  William  Cameron,  and  the  other 
six  prisoners  brought  by  Major  Wynkoop  and  his  parly 
from  SchohtTie,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  committed  to  Mr.  Harper 
and  Mr.  Tappen. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  10  ho.  A.  M. 

DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

September  5,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Prese.nt — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Yates.  Mr.  Piatt,  -Mr.  Robt. 
R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Tappen,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Harper,  Colo.  Ue 
Witt,  GenL  Scott,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston. 
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A  letter  from  Colo.  John  Broome,  dated  at  Hartford, 
August  27th,  informing  that  application  has  been  made  to 
His  Kicellency  Governor  Trumbull,  in  behalf  of  some  of 
Uie  refugees  of  this  Stale  residing  in  Conncciicut,  for  per- 
mits to  export  flour  to  the  French  West  India  Islands ; 
and  that  His  Excellency  is  desirous  of  the  previous  con- 
currence of  the  Council  of  Safely  of  this  State  to  the  mea- 
iure,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Mr.  Robert  R. 
Livingston. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Honourable  Major-General 
Gates  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

"  Sir — Some  time  last  winter  a  number  of  sick  from  the 
northern  department,  on  their  way  to  Pennsylvania,  were 
obliged  to  stop  at  this  place,  and  continued  here  under  the 
care  of  the  committee  ibr  a  considerable  lime  ;  the  expense 
accruing  from  the  supplies  of  ihe  necessaries  to  them, 
amounts  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ihirty-tiiree  pounds 
fourteen  shillings  :  applications  have  been  made  for  the 
money,  but  have,  I  suppose,  by  not  applymg  to  the  proper 
person,  miscarried.  I  am  requested,  sir,  to  lake  your  direc- 
tions whether  the  accounts  are  to  be  audited  by  ihe  pay- 
master, the  director  of  the  hospital,  or  paid  by  your  order 
from  the  military  chest. 

"lam,  sir,  with  respect, 

"Your  most  obedient  hum.  servt. 

"  Major-GcnL  G.\tes." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Cornelius  C.  Elmendorph,  commissary  of  the  Fleet  prison, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fitly  pounds,  on  account. 

Ordered,  That  the  commissary  of  the  clothing  store  of 
tliis  State,  deliver  to  General  Scott  two  pair,  and  lo  Thomas 
Tredwell  one  pair  of  shoes,  they  paying  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  pay  unto 
Francis  Filken,  Esqr.  on  the  credit  of  the  city  and  county 
of  New-York,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds,  for  services  by  him 
performed  by  order  of  the  general  committee  of  the  said 
city  and  county. 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  to  whom  a  letter  from  Colo. 
Broome  was  committed,  reported  the  draft  of  a  letter  to 
Governor  Trumbull  on  the  subject  thereof,  which  was  read 
and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  lo  wit : 

"  Sir — The  Council  have  directed  me  to  enclose  to  your 
Excellencv,  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  they  have  received 
from  Mr.  Broome,  and  to  present  you  their  thanks  for  the 
attention  you  are  pleased  to  pay  to  their  sentiments.  They 
can  have  no  objeciions  to  your  Excellency's  granting  the 
indulgence  requested  under  such  restrictions  as  you  may 
think  prudent.  - 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
"Your  Excellency's  most  obt.  hum.  servt. 
"His  Excellency  Govt.  Trumbull,'' 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  transmitted. 

The  memorial  of  Thomas  Ellin£ie,  praying  leave  to 
enlist  men  from  on  board  the  Fleet  prison  to  serve  as  ma- 
rines on  board  the  Montgomene  Continental  frigate,  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  committed  to  Mr.  Harper 
and  Major  Van  Zandt. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  of 
James  Place,  and  the  petition  of  William  Cameron  and 
the  other  six  prisoners  brought  by  Major  Wynkoop's  party 
from  Schoharie,  delivered  in  their  report,  which  was  read, 
amended  and  agreed  to,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit : 

"  That  it  appears  that  the  said  James  Place  is  a  very 
suspicious  character  ;  that  his  testimony  with  respect  to 
himself  cannot  be  admitted,  and  therefore  that  he  he  con- 
tinued in  close  confinement. 

"  That  it  appears  from  the  said  petition  of  William 


Cameron  and  the  six  prisoners  brought  with  him  as  afore- 
said, that  they  have,  contrary  lo  the  resolutions  of  this 
Slate,  aided  and  assisted  the  enemies  thereof,  by  takuiix  up 
arms  against  it,  and  therefore,  that  they  be  confined  in 
irons  in  one  of  the  jail  rooms  of  Kingston,  and  lhat  the 
sheriff,  with  the  advice  of  Major  Van  Z.mdi  and  Mr.  Har- 
per, do  cause  as  many  of  the  least  dangerous  ot  llie  pri- 
soners in  the  said  jail  to  be  removed  to  the  Fleet  prison. 
Adjourned  until  this  afternoon  4.  ho. 

Die  Veneris,  4  Jio.  P.  M.  September  5,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Estir.  PresidtiU. 

Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Yntc5,Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Flail,  Colo.  Tie  W'ai.  Cenl. 
Scott,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Gilbt,  Livingston,  Mr,  Tredwrll,  .Mr. 
Jay, 

A  letter  from  Theodorns  Van  Wyck  and  Isaac  Sheldon, 
commissioners  for  sequestration  in  Dutchess  county,  was 
received,  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"Kingston,  Sept.  atli,  1777. 

"  Sir — We  have  lately  discovered  a  quantity  of  goods, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Peter  Styvezandt  and  others,  now  with 
the  enemy,  in  the  possession  of  Jlrs.  Ten  Broeck,  and 
have  some  reason  to  believe  there  is  a  farther  qiiaiuiiy 
which  she  conceals,  and  refuses  to  give  evidence  concern- 
ing them. 

"  Although  we  are  authorized,  where  we  suspect  a  con- 
cealment, to  examine  persons  upon  oath,  yet  we  conceive 
our  powers  defective,  as  we  have  no  authority  to  compel 
the  witnesses  to  swear,  in  case  they  should  refuse.  We 
thought  it  our  duty  to  inform  you  of  this  matter,  with  a 
request  that  you  will  please  lo  lay  it  before  the  Ccmiicil  of 
Safely,  and  should  be  glad  of  their  advice  and  direcUon. 
"  We  remain  your  most  obedt,  humb.  scrvts. 
"THEODS.  VAN  WYCK, 
"ISAAC  SHELDON, 

"  Commissioners  of  Sequestration 
for  Dutchess  county. 

Resolved.,  thereupon.  That  in  all  cases  whatsoever  in 
which  the  commissioners  of  sequestration  are,  by  any  for- 
mer resolution  of  this  Council  or  the  Convention  of  this 
State,  authorized  to  examine  any  person  as  a  wilncss,  on 
oath,  the  said  commissioners  be  and  they  hereby  are  em- 
powered to  commit  lo  the  jail  of  the  county  every  person 
who  shall  refuse  to  be  examined  on  oalh,  as' a  witness,  by 
the  said  commissioners,  in  the  execution  of  their  oiiice, 
until  such  persons  shall  submit  to  such  examination  on 
oath  as  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  the  jailer  of  Kingston  be  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  serve  out  to  the  prisoners  confined  in 
the  said  jail,  the  bread  which  shall  be  brought  for  their  use 
by  the  commissary  or  baker. 

Resolved,  That  Cornelius  C.  Elmendorph,  commissary 
of  the  Fleet  prison,  be  allowed  a  reasonable  compensation 
for  his  extraordinary  services. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  10  ho. 


DIE  SABBATI,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

September  6,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  CortlanJt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr,  Jay,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr,  Yates,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Mr,  Harper,  Mr. 
Gilbt,  Livingston,  iVlr.  Piatt,  Genl.  Scott,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr. 
Tredwell. 

The  petition  of  Andreas  Ten  Eyck,  confined  on  board 
the  Fleet  prison,  in  irons,  praying  lhat  his  irons  be  taken 
off,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  clean  and  shift  himself,  was 
read. 
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Ordered,  Tliat  his  irons  be  taken  off,  for  the  purpose  of 
cleaning  anJ  shifting  himself,  as  often  as  the  warden  shall 
think  the  same  necessary,  and  tliai  they  be  immediately 
.  put  on  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hobart, 
Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appoinied  to  draft  and 
report  a  resolution,  offering  free  pardon  (under  certain  re- 
strictions) to  such  of  the  subjects  of  this  Slate  as  (since 
the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga)  have  joined  the  army 
under  the  command  of  General  Burgoyne,  and  have  since 
returned. 

Ordered,  That  General  Scott  and  Mr.  Hobart  be  the 
committee. 

Adjourned  until  4  ho.  P.  M. 

Die  Sabbati,  4  ho.  P.  M.  September  6,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PassENT— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr. 
Yates,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston. 

Genl.  Scott  and  Mr.  Hobart,  according  to  order  of  this 
morning,  reported  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  granting 
free  pardon  to  such  persons  as,  since  the  evacuation  of  Ty- 
conderoga,  have  joined  Genl.  Burgoyne,  and  who  may  re- 
turn, which  was  read  and  amended,  and  agreed  to,  and  is  as 
follows  : 

"  Whereas  by  the  abandonment  of  Tyconderoga  and 
the  sudden  irruption  of  the  enemy  into  the  northern  parts 
of  this  State,  in  consequence  thereof  many  well  disposed 
subjects,  impelled  by  their  fears,  have  not  only  taken  pro- 
tections from  the  enemy,  but  have  joined  the  army  under 
the  command  of  Genl.  Burgoyne  :  xV.vd  whereas  it  is 
probable  that  such  of  the  subjects  of  this  State  as  afore- 
said on  a  due  consideration  of  the  reestablishment  of  our 
affairs  in  the  northern  department,  will  think  themselves 
happy  in  an  opportunity  of  returning  to  their  allegiance  to 
this  State  if  they  may  be  secured  against  punishment  for 
their  defection  ;  by  which  means  the  enemy's  army  may 
be  greatly  diminished  and  the  American  forces  in  the  north- 
ern department  may  receive  considerable  reinforcements, 
an  event  which  will  necessarily  tend  to  the  safety  of  this 
State  : 

"  Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Continental  army  in  the  northern  department,  shall  be 
and  is  hereby  authorized  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
of  this  State,  to  grant  full  pardon  and  mdemnification  to  all 
such  persons  as  aforesaid  who  shall  deliver  themselves  up 
to  the  said  Commander-in-Chief,  or  any  other  officer  under 
his  command,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  next ; 
provided  always  that  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  such 
pardon  and  indemnification  who  shall  refuse  to  take  an 
oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State,  which  the  said  Commander- 
in-Chief,  or  any  officer  appointed  by  him  for  the  purpose, 
is  hereby  authorized  to  administer." 

Mr.  Hobart  and  Mr.  Tredwell  dissent. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Honourable  Genl.  Gates,  on 
the  same  subject,  was  read,  and  follows  in  the  words  to 
wit : 

"  Sir — The  preamble  of  the  enclosed  resolution  will  at 
the  same  time  open  to  you  the  design  of  this  Council  in 
passing  it  and  point  out  its  true  objects.  It  is  the  desire 
of  this  Council  that  a  proclamation  be  issued  by  you 
grounded  on  the  said  resolution  ;  but  as  some  of  the  mat- 
ters recited  in  the  preamble  are  only  dcsifrned  as  a  justili- 
cation  on  record  of  our  conduct  in  this  instance,  we  re- 
quest that  in  your  proclamation  you  insert  no  more  of  the 
preamble  than  will  be  necessary  to  charactcnze  the  persons 
to  whom  it  is  intended  to  give  the  benefit  of  the  resolution. 
"I  am,  with  respect,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obt.  humble  servt. 

"Hajor-GenL  Gates." 

265 


DIE  LUNiE,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

September  8,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

PuESENT — Piene  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Tredwell,  .Mi-.  Jay,  Mr.  Canline,  Mr.  Piatt,  .^rajor 
Van  Zandt,  Major  Tappen,  Colo.  Do  Wilt. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  Counril  iliat 
Benjamin  Eliiiendorph  and  Abraham  Heermans,  two  of  the 
constables  in  Ulster  county,  are  enlisted  in  Captain  Sclioon- 
maker's  company  of  guards,  and  thereby  prevented  from 
e.teculing  the  duties  of  the  said  office  : 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Schoonmaker  do  discharsie  the 
said  Benjamin  Elniendorph  and  Abraham  Heermanse  from 
his  company,  and  that  he  enlist  two  men  in  their  stead. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Council  that  a  ser- 
geant of  Captain  Bevier's  company  in  the  Continental 
army  hath  enlisted  in  the  said  company  prisoners  of  war 
while  on  parol : 

Resolved,  That  this  Council  highly  disapprove  thereof, 
and  that  the  commissary  of  prisoners  of  war  in  this  State 
do  without  delay  order  the  said  prisoner  to  return  and  re- 
main at  Kingston  agreeably  to  his  parol. 

A  letter  from  Doctor  John  Jones,  of  the  seventh  iiisiant, 
informing  that  his  ill  state  of  health  for  three  weeks  past 
has  not  permitted  him  to  comply  with  the  most  pressing 
calls  of  duty  in  his  own  profession,  and  as  he  always  suf- 
fers a  pretty  long  continuance  of  his  asthmatic  complaints 
at  this  season  ot  the  year,  he  is  more  than  apprehensive 
that  it  Will  not  be  in  his  power  to  attend  the  Senate  at  this 
very  important  part  of  their  session,  for  which  reason,  as 
well  as  the  general  ill  health  under  which  he  has  the  mis- 
fortune to  labour,  notwithstanding  the  warmth  and  sincerity 
of  his  disposition  to  render  any  services  in  his  power  to 
the  common  cause  of  freedom  and  his  country,  he  could 
wish  the  Council  of  Safety  to  think  of  some  person  whose 
health  and  abilities  united,  may  better  qualify  him  to  sup- 
ply in  Senate  the  nomination  with  which  they  have  lately 
honoured  hini,  was  read  and  filed.  Thereupon, 

A  letter  (in  answer)  was  sent  to  Doctor  John  Jones,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  vizt  : 

"  Sir — Your  letter  of  the  seventh  instant  has  been  re- 
ceived and  laid  before  the  Council.  They  regret  your  ab- 
sence from  the  Senate,  and  the  more  so,  as  it  is  occasion- 
ed by  want  of  health.  They  hope  that  obstacle  will  be 
soon  removed  ;  and  that  you  will  embrace  the  first  oppor- 
tunity ot  rendering  your  country  those  services  whicii  they 
have  a  right  to  expect  from  your  zeal  and  abilities." 
"  I  am  with  respect, 

"  Your  most  obt.  humb.  servt.  . 

'■  Doctor  John  Jo.ves." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  pay  on  the  certificate  of 
one  of  the  Secretaries  to  each  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  su  .h  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  due  to  them  for 
their  attendance  on  the  business  of  the  same,  agreeably  to 
a  resolution  of  the  late  Convention,  of  the 
day  of  the  last. 

Ordered,  That  Asa  Harrington,  sergeant  of  the  guard, 
who  brought  the  prisoner  from  Albany  this  day,  and  who 
are  to  return  immediately,  to  take  charge  of  and  convey  to 
the  city  of  Albany,  Samuel  Ingerson  and  John  Ryley,  sup- 
posed to  have  deserted  from  Glover's  brigade,  and  iS'athan 
Moulton  and  James  Beverly,  two  other  deserters,  and  de- 
liver them  to  the  commanding  otllcer  there. 

The  Council  taking  into  iheir  further  consideration  the 
resolution  of  the  sixth  instant,  authorizing  General  Gates 
to  issue  a  proclamation  under  certain  restrictions,  offering 
full  pardon  and  indemnification  to  such  of  the  subjects  of 
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this  Slate  as  have  since  the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  ta- 
ken protection  of  or  joined  the  army  under  the  coiiinriand 
of  Genl.  Burgoyne,  agreed  to  the  following  letter  on  the 
subject,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — I  wrote  you  on  the  sixth  instant  bv  direction  of 
the  Council  of  Safety,  enclosing  a  resolve  empowering  you 
to  issue  a  proclamation,  offering  a  pardon  to  such  well  dis- 

Eosed  subjects  of  this  State,  who  impelled  by  their  fears 
ave  either  accepted  protection  from  or  joined  the  enemy's 
army.  As  the  propneiy  of  such  a  proclamation  must  de- 
pend on  facts,  of  which  the  Council  are  not  fully  informed, 
and  which  fall  immediately  within  your  notice,  they  refer 
it  entirely  to  your  discretion,  either  to  issue  or  withhold  it 
as  you  shall  judge  will  be  most  advantageous  to  the  com- 
mon cause. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obt.  hum.  servt. 

"To  Major-Genl.  Gates." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  transmitted. 

A  letter  from  Henry  Cuyler,  of  the  county  of  Albany,  a 
prisoner  of  war,  on  parol,  and  who  hath  violated  his  said 
parol  by  departing  beyond  the  limits  prescribed  for  his  resi- 
dence, dated  at  Greenbush,  the  4th  instant,  and  directed  to 
the  chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  general  committee  of 
the  city  and  county  of  Albany,  was  transmitted  by  the 
said  committee  for  the  consideration  and  directions  of  this 
Council. 

The  same  being  read  and  considered. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Albany  be  requested 
to  send  the  said  Henry  Cuyler  (under  proper  guard)  to  the 
Fleet  prison  at  Esopus  Landing. 

Adjourned  until  4  ho.  P.  M. 

Die  Lun^,  4  ho.  P.  M.  September  8,  1 777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Tappen,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Hobart,  Colo.  De  Witt. 

The  Secretary,  Mr.  Benson,  informed  the  Council  that 
on  the        day  of  last,  several  letters  were  brought 

from  New-York  by  a  flag  of  truce,  to  Peekskill,  and  sent 
by  the  commanding  officer  there  to  the  then  con- 

vened at  Fishkill  ;  that  among  the  said  letters  was  one  from 
Anthony  Van  Dam,  at  New-York,  directed  to  James  Du- 
ane  and  Peter  R.  Livingston,  Esqrs.  containing  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  dollars  of  the  currency,  emitted  by  the  Con- 
vention of  this  State,  which  Mr.  Van  Dam  requested  those 
gentlemen  to  pay  to  Robert  Livingston,  Esquire,  on  his  ac- 
count; and  that  by  order  of  the  said  of  the 

of  last,  the  said  Secretary  was  directed  to 

keep  the  said  money  in  his  custody  until  further  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  deposit  the  said  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  dollars  into  tlie  treasury  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  Revd.  Doctor  John  Rodgers  be 
allowed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  removal  of  Ins  family  to  this 
place,  at  the  request  of  the  late  Convention,  and  for  his 
past  services  as  chaplain  to  this  Council.  And 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  the  said 
sum  to  Doctor  Rodgers. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  and  report  the  most 
proper  method  for  the  distribution  of  the  salt,  (purchased 
on  account  of  this  State  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof,)  reported  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
read  and  approved  of,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  salt  be  deposited  in  three  diffe- 
rent parcels,  to  wit:  1,700  bushels  thereof  at  the  landing 
of  Robert  Livingston,  Esquire,  in  the  manor  of  Living.'^ton; 
1,700  bushels  thereof  at  the  landing  of  William  Radliff,  in 
Rhinebeek  precinct;  and  1,600  bushels  thereof  at  the 
•tore  of  James  Reade,  in  Dutchess  county,  including  the 


salt  in  the  store  of  Henry  Schenk,  Esqr.  under  the  care  of 
commissioners. 

That  tlie  said  Robert  Livingston,  William  Radlitf  and 
James  Reade  l)e  commissioners  tor  receiving  and  delivering 
out  the  said  salt  to  the  orders  of  the  ditferent  county  com- 
mittees ;  and  that  each  of  the  said  commissioners  be  and 
hereby  is  allowed  the  sum  of  three  pence  per  bushel,  as 
per  invoice,  for  receiving,  storing  and  dehveriiiLr  out  ihe 
said  salt,  to  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Stale,  on  order 
from  the  Auditor-General,  before  whom  the  said  cianmis- 
sioners  shall  make  due  proof,  on  oath  or  otherwise  of  such 
receipt  and  delivery. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  deliver  to  the 
order  of  the  chairman  of  the  several  county  comniiaees, 
the  number  of  busliels,  to  wit :  to  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  the  county  of  Albany,  or  his  order,  1,100 
bushels  ;  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  rountv 
of  Tryon,  or  his  order,  six  hundred  bushels  ;  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  the  county  of  Dutchess,  or  to  his 
order,  one  thousand  bushels  ;  to  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  county  of  Westcliester,  or  his  order,  live  hun- 
dred busliels ;  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the 
county  of  Orange,  or  his  order,  five  hundred  bn.shels  ;  and 
to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  county  of  Ulster, 
eight  hundred  bushels. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  committees  of  the  said  counties  do 
appoint  commissioners  in  their  respective  counties  to  sell 
the  said  salt,  who  shall  be  sworn  before  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  faithfully  to  discharge  the  trust  respectively 
reposed  in  them,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  retain  out  of  the 
irioneys  arising  from  the  sale,  one  shilling  per  bushel  in 
lieu  of  commissions. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  shall  deliver  to 
each  master,  or  mistress  of  a  family,  or  his  or  her  order, 
three  quarts  of  salt  for  each  person  in  their  respective  fami- 
lie,  upon  producing  a  certificate,  signed  by  the  chairman  of 
the  county,  or  district  committee,  where  he  or  she  shall 
respectively  reside,  that  he  or  she  is  well  affected  to  the 
American  cause  ;  and  on  due  proof  made  on  oath  of  the 
number  of  persons  in  each  such  family,  shall  receive  for 
the  same,  on  the  delivery  thereof,  two  shillings  and  six 
pence  per  quart. 

Whereas  many  of  the  good  people  of  this  State  have 
been  driven  from  their  habitations  by  the  incursions  of  the 
enemy,  and  have  removed  into  the  neighbouring  Slates  : 

Resolved,  That  every  master  or  mistress  of  a  family  so 
removed,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  commissioner 
nearest  to  his  or  her  place  of  residence,  his  ur  her  pro- 
portion of  salt  respectively,  at  the  price  aforesaid  ;  pro- 
vided such  master  or  mistress  shall  make  due  proof  on  oath 
of  the  number  of  his  or  her  family,  and  produce  a  certifi- 
cate signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  or  the  select' 
men  of  the  town  in  which  they  shall  then  reside,  of  such 
removal  and  residence. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  said  several  county 
committees  produce  their  accounts,  together  with  their 
vouchers,  of  the  expenses  arising  on  the  transportation  of 
the  said  sal.  to  the  Auditor-General  of  this  State,  who  is 
directed  to  audit  the  said  accounts  for  payment. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  county  committees 
notify  the  Treasurer  ol  the  State  of  the  names,  occupations 
and  places  of  abode  of  the  several  commissioners  in  their 
respective  counties. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  shall  produce 
their  accounts  (as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  salt  is  sold)  to 
the  Auditor-General,  to  be  audited  and  passed. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  intention  of  this  Council,  that . 
all  such  persons  in  this  State  as  have  taken  an  oath  of  alle- 
giance thereto,  and  have  not,  since  the  taking  of  the  said 
oath,  acted  in  any  manner  inconsistent  with,  or  contradic- 
tory thereto,  and  shall  obtain  a  certificate  thereof  from  the 
chairman  of  the  county  or  district  committee,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  their  respective  proportions  of  salt,  as  above  men- 
tioned. 
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Resolved,  That  all  the  residue  of  the  said  salt,  after  the 
above  distribution,  shall  remain  in  the  care  of  tiie  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  committees  of  the  respective 
counties  above  mentioned,  to  be  disposed  of  by  future  act 
or  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State. 

And  whereas  the  good  subjects  of  this  State  in  the 
counties  of  Charlotte,  Gloucester  and  Cumberland  are,  by 
the  late  incursions  of  the  enemv,  deprived  of  a  free  inter- 
course with  the  other  parts  of  this  State,  and  are  thereby 
prevented  fiom  receiving  tiieir  proportions  of  salt : 

Resolved,  That  the  supplying  of  the  said  inhabitants  in 
the  said  counties  witli  that  important  article,  as  soon  as 
those  obstacles  shall  be  removed,  be  referred  and  recom- 
mended to  tlie  Legislature  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiitees  of  the  several  counties 
to  be  supplied  with  salt,  by  virtue  of  the  aforegoing  re- 
solves, apply  for  the  different  proportions  of  salt  for  their 
respective  counties  as  follows,  to  wit :  the  committee  of 
Westchester,  to  the  store  of  James  Reade  ;  the  committee 
of  Dutchess,  to  the  said  store,  for  six  hundred  bushels,  in- 
cluding in  that  quantitity  the  salt  in  the  store  of  Henry 
Schenk;  and  to  William  Radlift,  for  four  hundred  bushels; 
the  committee  of  Albany,  to  Robert  Livingston,  Esqr,  for 
the  proportion  of  that  county ;  and  the  committee  of 
Tryon  county,  at  the  same  place,  for  tlieir  proportion  ; 
the  respective  committees  of  Ulster  and  Orange,  for  their 
respective  proportions,  to  the  said  William  Radlift. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  salt  be  sold  at  no  more  than 
two  places  in  any  county,  to  be  chosen  at  the  discretion  of 
the  county  committee,  in  such  manner  as  will  be  most  con- 
venient to  the  inhabitants,  and  that  no  accounts  be  allowed 
for  any  farther  transportation  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  resolutions  be  published  in 
Holt's  and  Loudon's  papers  ;  and  that  the  Secretary  cause 
the  same  to  be  also  printed  in  the  Hartford  Gazette. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  10  ho.  A.  M. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  a.  m. 

September  9,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  odjournment. 
Prayers  as  usual. 

Present — Pierre  Van  CortlanJt,  £sqr.  President. 

Genl.  Scott,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Hobirt,  .Mr.  G.  Livinsston,  Mr.  Tred- 
well,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr  Harper.  Mr.  .Morris,  Colo.  De  Witt,  Major  Van 
Zandt,  Mr.  yatcs,  Mr.  K.  R.Livingston,  Mr.  Cantine. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  suggested  to  this  Council  that 
the  county  of  Charlotte  are  indebted  to  Alexander  Web- 
ster, Esqr.  in  the  sum  of  sixty-five  pounds,  for  his  services 
in  attending  the  late  Convention  of  this  Slate,  the  which 
sum  can  not  now  be  paid  by  the  committee  of  the  said 
county : 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this 
State  pay  to  the  said  Alexander  Webster  the  said  sum  of 
sixty-five  pounds  on  account  ot  the  said  county  of  Char- 
lotte ;  and  that  the  said  Alexander  Webster  be  held  to  ac- 
count for  the  same  will;  the  said  county. 

Mr.  Auditor-General  Sands  and  Mr.  L'liommedieu,  at- 
tending, were  admittetl.  They  jointly  informed  the  Coun- 
cil that  Mr.  L'hommedieu  had,  on  his  note  of  hand  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  State,  formerly  received  the  sum  of  three 
hund.'-ed  and  seventy  pounds  ;  that  that  sum  was  received 
to  pay  two  companies  of  Continental  troops,  who  were 
then  upon  Nassau  island  ;  which  money  he  was  to  repay 
upon  the  said  troops  receiving  their  pay.  Mr.  L'homme- 
dieu informed  the  Council  that  he  received  from  the  offi- 
cers of  that  corps  the  wliole  of  that  money  except  the  sum 
of  forty  pounds,  which  he  paid  to  Major  Tuthill,  who  is 
gone  to  the  enemy  on  Long  island. 


Ordered,  That.  Mr  L'hommedieu  repay  to  the  Treasu- 
rer the  said  sum  of  money,  the  said  forty  pounds  excepted; 
tliat  he  draw  an  order  on  Major  Tuihill,  payable  to  tiie 
Treasurer,  for  the  said  sum  of  forty  pounds  ;  and  there- 
upon the  Auditor-General  close  Mr.  L'hommcdieu's  ac- 
count. 

The  Auditor-General  requested  the  direction  of  the  Coun- 
cil at  what  price  to  charge  the  pork  and  provisions  belong- 
ing to  the  State,  which  was  spared  to  ttic  Commissary- 
General  of  the  Continental  army. 

Resolved,  That  the  Auditor-General  char<;c  the  pork 
and  provisions  spared  to  the  Commissary-General,  at  the 
market  price  at  the  time  ot  the  delivery  thereof. 

Whereas  the  late  Convention,  on  the  third  day  of  Mav 
last,  did  resolve  that  the  members  of  the  Council  of  Safctv 
should  be  allowed  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings  per  day  each 
for  every  day  they  should  be  employed  in  the  business  com- 
mitted to  them,  as  a  compensation  for  their  loss  of  time 
and  expenses. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  directed  to  pay  unto  each  of  the  members  of  tins 
Council,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  for  their  attendance 
at  this  Council  as  shall  be  certified  by  either  of  the  Secre- 
taries to  be  due  to  the  said  members  respectively. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  10  ho. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

September  10,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayers,  as  usual. 

Peesent — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Gilbert  LiTingston,  JMr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Robt.  R.  Livingston,  Mr 
Piatt,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Major  Tappen. 

Resolved,  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  Chan- 
cellor of  this  State,  be  requested  to  devise  and  order  to  be 
made,  a  great  seal  for  tiiis  State,  and  that  in  the  mean  lime 
the  seal  of  the  Governor  be  the  great  seal  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  John 
McKesson,  one  of  the  Secretaries,  seven  dollars,  for  that 
sum  by  him  paid  by  direction  of  the  members  of  this  Coun- 
cil, for  conveying  to  the  Honourable  Robert  Morris.  Esqr. 
a  member  of  the  committee  of  Congress  appointed  to  cor- 
respond with  the  friends  of  America  in  foreign  parts,  at 
Philadelphia,  certain  papers  for  that  board  which  were  re- 
ceived at  Kingston  by  the  Honourable  John  Jay,  and 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  charge  the  same  to  Conti- 
nental account. 

A  petition  of  Samuel  Payne,  a  captain  in  Major  Whee- 
lock's  corps,  setting  forth,  that  by  reason  of  the  corps  being 
disbanded,  and  unless  the  Council  ot  Safely  interpose,  it 
will  be  a  great  damage  to  him,  and  praying  lhat  Council 
of  Safely  will  be  pleased  to  make  him  some  allowance  for 
his  past  troubles  in  endeavouring  to  recruit  his  men,  and 
the  losses  he  has  sustained,  was  received,  read  and  com- 
mitted to  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Cantine  and  Mr.  Piatt. 

Mr.  Tredwell  from  the  said  committee,  brought  in  the 
report,  which  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit: 

"  Your  commiilee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Samuel  Paine,  Esqr.  a  captain  in  the  service  of  this  Stale, 
beg  leave  to  report  the  following  resolutions  : 

''Resolved,  That  this  Council  do  fully  approve  of  the 
conduct  of  the  said  Captain  Paine  so  far  as  it  hath  come 
to  their  knowledge  ;  are  very  sorry  that  his  industry  and 
diligence  has  not  met  with  thai  success  which  they  wished, 
and  he  had  reason  to  expect. 

"Resolved,  That  the  said  Captain  Paine  is  entitled  to 
Continental  pay  and  rations,  from  the  time  he  engaged  in 
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ihe  service  of  the  State,  to  this  day,  and  that  the  Auditor- 
General  of  tliis  State  do  audit  liie  accounts  of  the  said 
Captain  Paine,  and  allow  him  credit  for  such  sum  or  sums 
of  money  as  he  shall  have  paid,  either  as  bounty  or  wages 
to  the  men  belonging  to  his  company,  he  producing  suffi- 
cient vouchers  of  such  payment. 

"  Resolved,  That  such  of  Captain  Paine's  company  as 
have  deserted  the  service  or  neglected  to  join  the  company, 
have  not  only  forfeited  all  right  to  any  future  demands  upon 


this  State,  but  also  the  bounty  and  clothing  wiiich  have 
been  advanced  to  them. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  said  company  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  disbanded. 

>  "  Resolved,  That  Captain  Paine  be  allowed  the  expen- 
ses arising  from  his  late  journey  in  order  to  collect  the  re- 
mainder of  his  company,  undertaken  by  order  of  this  Coun- 
cil, and  that  the  auditor  examine  and  audit  iiis  account 
thereof. 


CONVENTIOJV 

OF  THE 

SENATE    AND  ASSEMBLY. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Members  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly, 
for  the  State  of  New- York,  convened  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, to  form  a  Convention  for  the  said  Stale,  and  thereby 
to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  same,  this  seventh  day 
of  October,  1777. 

Members  of  Senate. 
Present—  jcsse  Wood  hull, 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Rj  neer  Mynderse, 

John  Morin  Scott,  Jellis  Fonda, 

Philip  Livingston,  Jonathan  Lawrence, 

William  Floyd,  Alexander  Webster, 

Levi  Pawling,  Abraham  Yates, 

William  Smith,  Dirck  Ten  Broeck. 

Members  of  jlssembly. 

Nem-Tork—  Queens- 
Mi.  Brasher,  Mr.  Daniel  Lawrence, 
Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Coe. 

Mr.  Bancker,  A'tn?s — 
Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Williams. 

Mr.  Harper,  Westchester — 
Mr.  Jay.  Mr.  Morris, 

Jlbany—       _  Mr.  MUls. 


Mr.  Walter  Livingston, 
Mr.  Whiling, 
Mr.  Vroman, 
Mr.  John  Cuyler, 
Mr.  K.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Ulster— 
Mr.  Hardenbergh, 
Mr.  Snyder, 
Mr.  Schoonmaker, 
Mr.  Rea. 

Suffolk- 
Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Gelslon, 
Mr.  L'hommedieu. 


Batches — 
Mr.  Hoffman, 
Mr.  K.  Benson. 
Tryon — 
Mr.  Van  Home, 
!\Ir.  Veeder, 
Mr.  Klock. 
Charlotte- 
Mr.  E.  Clarke, 
Mr.  Rowan. 
Orange — 
Mr.  Hathorn, 
Mr.  Kupper, 
Mr.  Van  Houten. 


Resolved  unanimously,  That  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Es- 
quire, President  of  the  Honourable  the  Senate,  be  and  is 
hereby  appointed  President  of  this  Convention ;  and  that 
John  McKesson  and  Robert  Benson,  be  and  hereby  are  ap- 
pointed Secretaries  of  this  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  county  and  district  commit- 
tees within  this  State,  which  were  in  being  on  the  tliir- 
teenlh  day  of  September  last  past,  and  commissioners  fur 
detecting  and  defeating  all  conspiracies  formed  within  this 
State,  be  and  hereby  are  continued  and  vested  with  all  and 
singular  the  powers  and  authorities  which  the  said  commit- 
tees and  the  said  commissioners  respectively  have  hereto- 
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fore  used  and  exercised  ;  and  the  several  persons  who  were 
then  members  of  the  said  committees,  and  of  the  said  board 
of  commissioners,  are  hereby  continued  in  office  accord- 
ingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  several  committees 
be  and  they  hereby  are  required  immediately  to  lade  all 
vessels  which  may  be  at  the  different  landings,  and  other 
places  along  Hudson's  river,  with  flour,  wheat,  and  any 
other  kind  of  provisions  which  may  be  near  the  shores  of 
the  said  river,  and  send  the  said  sloops  and  vessels  lo  Al- 
bany ;  that  they  give  receipts  for  the  said  provisions  to  the 
several  proprietors  ihereot,  specifying  therein  the  several 
quantities  and  kinds,  and  send  exact  copies  of  such  re- 
ceipts to  Robert  Benson,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Secrelaries 
of  this  Convention,  who  is  hereby  ordered  to  send  such 
copies  to  Jacob  Cuyler,  Esquire,  commissary  at  Albany 
aforesaid,  reserving  duplicates  for  the  use  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committees  respectively  do 
forthwith  cause  all  the  cattle  and  live  stock  near  or  con- 
tiguous to  either  side  of  Hudson's  river,  except  such  parts 
thereof  as,  in  their  judgment,  shall  be  necessary  for  the 
present  use  of  the  respective  proprietors  tliereof,  to  be  re- 
moved into  the  interior  parts  of  the  country  on  the  several 
sides  of  the  said  river,  to  be  taken  care  of  by  keepers  to  be 
by  them  severally  appointed  ;  which  keepers  are  hereby 
severally  required  to  return  to  the  said  Robert  Benson  pro- 
per accounts  of  t.ie  number  of  the  same  and  of  the  several 
places  where  the  same  shall  be  respectively  placed.  And 
in  case  any  person  or  persons  shall  obstinately  refuse  to 
permit  his,  her  or  their  calile  or  other  stock  to  be  so  re- 
moved, that  then  and  in  such  case  the  said  committees  be, 
and  they  hereby  are,  empowered  to  destroy  the  same. 
And  further,  that  the  keepers  so  appointed  be,  and  lliey 
hereby  are,  empowered  to  impress  pastures  for  such  cattle 
and  stock,  for  which  pasture  they  shall  give  receipts  lo  the 
respective  proprietors,  and  .send  copies  of  such  receipts  to 
the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  ;  provided  always  that  no  pro- 
prietor of  cattle  or  other  live  stock  who  shall  drive  off  the 
same  without  consent  of  the  committee,  shall  in  any  wise 
be  benefitted  by  tliis  resolve. 

Resolved,  That  William  Floyd,  John  Morin  Scott, 
Abraham  Yates,  Johannes  Snyder,  Egbert  Benson,  Robert 
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Harper,  Peter  Pra  Van  Zandt,  Levi  Pawling,  Daniel  Duns- 
comb,  Evert  Bancker,  Alexander  Webster,  William  B. 
Whiting  and  Jonathan  Langdon,  Esquires,  or  any  seven  of 
them  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  appointed  a  Council  of  Safe- 
ty, and  that  they  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  in  the  recess  of 
this  House,  vested  with  the  like  powers  and  authorities 
which  were  given  to  the  late  Council  of  Safety,  appointed 
by  the  last  Convention  of  this  State  :  that  every  member 
01  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  the  Delegates  of  this  ! 
State  in  Congress,  be  entitled  from  time  to  time  to  sit  and 
TOte  in  the  said  Council ;  and  that  the  said  persons,  or  any 
seven  of  them,  be  and  continue  a  Council  of  Safety  so 
long  as  the  necessities  of  this  State  shall  require,  and  no 
longer. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  or  in  his  absence,  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  when  they  shall  respectively  be 
present  at  the  said  Council,  shall  preside  at,  and  upon  an 
equal  division,  have  a  casting  voice  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  all  and  every,  the  members  of  Senate 
and  Assembly,  be  deemed  members  of  this  Convention, 
and  that  twenty-five  be  a  quorum  to  proceed  on  business. 


A  draft  of  a  letter  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  was 
then  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

■'  Kingston,  7th  October,  1777. 
"  Sm — By  the  enclosed  resolution,  your  Excellency  will 
perceive  what  steps  the  Legislature  have  taken  to  provide 
for  the  safety  of  the  State  in  the  present  emergency.  The 
impossibility  of  keeping  the  several  members  in  attendance 
on  so  critical  an  occasion  must  apologize  for  ilie  measure. 
We  hope  soon  to  meet  you  again  in  our  former  cnpacity  as 
members  of  Senate  and  Assembly  ;  in  the  interim  vnu  will 
be  pleased  to  make  application  to  the  Council  of  Safety  for 
such  matters  and  things  as  may  to  you  appear  from  time 
to  time  necessary. 

"  We  are,  sir, 
"  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

"  And  humble  servants. 

"  By  order. 

"  His  Excellency  Gott.  Clintok." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted  to  His  Excellency. 


T  Y 


JOURNAL 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

October  8,  1777. 
The  following  members  met,  vizt  : 

Of  the  Council  of  Safety.         Members  of  Senate  and  Assembly. 
Mr.  Floyd, 


Mr.  Scott, 
Mr.  Yates, 
Mr.  Sntder, 
Mr.  Benson, 
Mr.  Haepek, 
Mr.  Pawling, 
Mr.  DuNscoMB, 
Mr.  Bancker, 
Mr.  L.iNDON, 
Mr.  Whiting, 
Mr.  Webster. 


Mr.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Kdr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Rea, 

Mr.  Schoon.maker, 
Mr.  Van  Horne, 
Mr.  Mills, 
Mr.  Rowan, 
Mr.  Klock, 
Mr.  Brasher, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  L'ho.mmedieu. 


Mr.  Floyd  chosen  President. 

Council  took  into  considcratiori  the  removal  of  the  State 
prisoners.  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  all  the  prisoners  confined  in  the  jail  and 
on  board  ihe  Fleet  prison  atliiis  place,  to  be  fortiiwiih  sent 
to  Hart.*'ord,  in  Connecticut,  lo  be  conlined  in  such  manner, 
and  at  such  places  as  His  E.\ceilency  Governor  Trumbull 
shall  direct. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lasher  deliver  to 
Captain  Cooper,  three  hundred  and  sixty  rounds  of  cartridge 
and  two  muskets,  wiili  accoutremenis. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Governor  Trumbull,  to  go  with  the 

i)risoners,  was  read,  agreed  to,  and  is  is  in  the  words  fol- 
owing,  to  wit  : 

"  Kingston,  October  Sth,  1777. 

"  Sir — You  will  before  this  lime  have  heard  the  fate  of 
forts  Montgomery,  Clinton  and  Consiilution.  While  as- 
siduously employed  in  strengthening  General  Gates  and 
the  northern  army,  from  an  opmion  that  the  falo  of  America 
would  greatly  depend  upon  our  exertions  m  that  quarter, 
the  passes  in  the  lIighlaiKls  have  been  of  necessity  neglect- 
ed. Add  to  this,  that  CJcneral  Washington  hatli  called 
away  almost  all  the  Continental  troops  which  were  in  those 
posts,  and  you  will  readily  perceive  that  we  are  entirely 
exposed.  In  this  situation,  it  would  be  imprudent  to  keep 
a  number  of  prisoners  in  this  State.  We  have,  therefore, 
sent  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  ,  to  your  care  the 

aeveral  persons  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  list;  and  we 


pray  you  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  securing 
them  until  this  State  can  receive  them  with  safety  or  make 
further  order  for  their  safe  custody. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
"  By  order. 

"  To  Govr.  Truotull." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted  to  His  E.xcelieucy  Go- 
vernor Trumbull. 

A  letter  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  dated  the 
7th  instant,  and  received  yesterday  evening,  was  read,  and 
follows,  to  wit  : 

"  New-Windsor,  7th  October,  1777. 

"Gentlemen — The  extreme  fatigue  I  have  undergone 
the  three  days  past,  and  the  want  of  rest  for  an  equal  num- 
ber of  nights,  renders  me  unfit  to  write  you  on  matters  of 
so  serious  consequences  to  this  State,  as  I  have  to  com- 
municate. I  am  able  only  briefly  lo  inform  you,  that  yes- 
terday about  10  o'clock  A.  M.  our  advanced  party  was'  at- 
tacked by  tlie  enemy  at  Doodle  Town,  about  2^  miles  from 
Fort  Montgomery  ;  they  consisted  of  but  80  men  ;  tiie 
enemy  by  appearance  and  accounts,  so  far  received,  of 
5,000.  They  received  the  enemy's  tire  and  returned  it,  and 
retreated  to  Fort  Clinton  ;  soon  after,  we  received  intelli- 
gence that  the  enomy  were  advancing  on  the  west  side  of 
the  mountain,  with  design  to  attack  us  in  rear.  Upon 
this  I  ordered  out  Lieut.  Colos.Bruyn  and  iVIcClaghry,  with 
upwards  of  100  men,  towards  Doodle  Town,  and  a  brass 
field  piece,  with  a  detachment  of  60  men,  on  every  advanta- 
geous post  on  the  road  lo  the  furnace.  Tiiey  were  not  long 
out,  before  ihey  were  both  attacked  by  the  enemy  with 
their  whole  force  ;  our  people  behaved  with  spirit,  and  must 
have  made  great  slaughter  of  the  enemy.  I  strengthened 
the  party  on  the  furnace  road  to  upwards  of  100,  but  they 
were  obliged  to  give  way  to  so  superior  a  force  as  the 
enemy  brought  against  them.  They  kept  their  field  piece 
in  full  play  at  them,  till  tlie  men  who  worked  it  were  drove 
off  with  fixed  bayonets,  then  spiked  it,  and  reireated  with 
great  good  order  to  a  12  pounder,  which  I  had  ordered  to 
cover  them,  and  from  thence  in  ihe  fort.  I  immediately 
posted  my  men  in  the  most  advantageous  manner  for  the 
defence  of  ihe  post,  and  it  was  not  many  minutes  before,  as 
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well  our  post  as  Fort  Clinton  was  invested  on  all  sides,  and 
a  most  incessant  fire  kept  up  till  night ;  and  soon  after 
dusk  when  the  enemy  forced  our  lines  and  redoubts  at 
botli  posts,  and  the  garrisons  were  obliged  to  fight  their 
way  out,  as  many  as  could,  as  we  were  determined  not  to 
surrender,  and  many  have  escaped. 

I  was  summoned,  sun  an  hour  high,  to  surrender  in 
five  minutes,  and  thereby  prevent  the  ell'usion  of  blood.  I 
Bent  Lieut.  Colo.  Livingston  to  receive  the  flag,  who  in- 
formed them  that  he  had  no  orders  to  treat  with  them,  ex- 
cept to  receive  their  proposals,  if  ihey  meant  to  surrender 
tliemselves  prisoners  of  war,  in  which  case  he  was  em- 
powered to  assure  them  good  usage.  About  10  minutes 
after,  they  made  a  general  and  desperate  attack  on  both 

[)osts,  which  was  resisted  with  great  spirit,  but  we  were  at 
ength  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  they  gained  the  pos- 
session of  both  posts.    Officers  and  men  behaved  with 

i'reat  spirit,  as  well  Continental  troops  as  militia.  Our 
oss  in  slain  can  not  be  great,  considering  the  length  of  the 
action.  My  brother,  Genl.  Clinton,  is  wounded,  and  I 
believe  made  prisoner.  This  is  the  case  with  Major  Logan. 
The  number  of  missing  I  can  not  ascertain.  The  ships 
are  both  burnt  and  Fort  Constitution  demolished,  by  our 
people,  without  my  orders  ;  but  I  can  not,  as  yet,  con- 
demn the  measure.  The  officers  all  say  it  was  right.  I 
am  clear  it  was  as  to  the  fort,  after  removing  artillery  and 
stores,  which  has  not  been  done.  The  ships  I  hoped 
mifht  have  been  saved.  Genl.  Putnam  will  retreat  to  near 
Capt.  Haight's,  about  three  miles  from  Mrs.  Van  Wyck's, 
and  I  mean  to  rally  my  broken  but  brave  forces,  and  ad- 
vance to-morrow  on  Butter  hill.  Genl.  Putnam  is  to 
send  Colo.  Webb's  regiment  to  join  me. 

"  I  beg  you  will  give  the  substance  of  this  account  to 
Genl.  Gates,  in  answer  to  his  letter  to  me.  I  have  only  to 
add  that  I  greatly  regret  the  loss  of  those  posts  ;  but  I  am 
consoled  with  the  full  persuasion  that  they  have  bought 
them  dear,  and  that  I  have  done  the  most  in  my  power  to 
save  them.  I  beg  you  to  excuse  incorrectness, 
"  And  am  with  due  respect, 

"  Your  most  obedt.  servt. 

"  GEO.  CLINTON. 
"  P.  S.  Major  Lush  is,  I  believe,  their  prisoner." 
A  draft  of  a  letter  to  General  Gates,  to  enclose  a  copy 
of  Ills  Excellency  the  Governor's  letter,  which  was  re- 
ceived last  night,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  October  8,  1777. 
"  Sir — By  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  Governor's  letter, 
you  will  perceive  the  situation  we  are  reduced  to ;  and 
most  probably  will  agree  with  us  that  no  time  should  be 
lost  in  reinforcing  the  southern  anny;  lor  which  purpose  it 
is  our  earnest  request  to  you  that  at  least  tlie  militia  from 
the  counties  of  Ulster  and  Dutchess  should  be  sent  for- 
ward immediately,  if  consistent  with  the  safety  of  your  de- 
partment. 

"We  are  with  great  esteem, 

"  Your  most  obedient  servts. 
"  By  order. 

"  Major-General  Gates." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted  to  Major-General  Gates, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  directed  to  send  with- 
out delay,  by  express,  to  the  respective  committees  the  re- 
solutions passed  yesterday,  for  the  removal  from  places 
near  the  banks  of  Hudson's  river,  all  cattle,  live  slock,  &c. 
and  that  he  be  empowered  to  impress  persons  and  horses 
for  the  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mills  and  Mr.  Dunscomb  he  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  the  state  of  the  public  records  of  this 
State,  and  cause  them  to  be  boxed  and  otherwise  secured, 
so  as  they  may  be  sent  off  to  some  place  of  safety  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  for  the  sense  of  the  Council  whether 


Mr.  Colden  is  to  be  considered  as  one  of  the  prisoners  to 
be  removed  to  Connecticut. 

It  was  determined  that  he  is  intended  to  be  included. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  until  3  o'clock  this  after- 
noon. 

Die  Mercurii,  3  ho.  P.  M.  October  8,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Mr.  Floyd,  President. 

Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Snyiler,  Mr.  JDunscomb,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr. 
Landon,  ilr.  Whiting,  Mr.  Van  Ilorne,  Mr.  Glide,  Mr.  Klock,  Mr. 
Smith,  Mr.  Scfaoonmaker. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  for  detecting  and  de- 
feating all  conspiracies  formed  in  this  State  or  any  one  of 
them,  be  authorized  and  required  to  superintend  the  re- 
moval of  the  prisoners  from  this  place  to  Hartford,  m  Con- 
necticut, to  call  out  detachments  of  the  militia  of  this 
State  to  guard  the  said  prisoners,  and  to  impress  such 
teams  and  provisions  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  said  pri- 
soners and  the  guard  conducting  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
the  commissioners  for  detecting  and  defeating  all  conspira- 
cies formed  in  this  Stale  or  any  one  of  them,  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  pounds  on  account. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  town  of  Kinrrstcn 
be  requested  to  cause  so  much  of  the  salt  now  in  the  store 
of  Captain  William  Radliff,  at  Rhincbeck  Landini:,  as  is 
allotted  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of 
Ulster  and  Orange,  to  be  immediately  removed  to  King- 
ston aforeasaid. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Silvester  Salisbury  do  attend 
this  Council  at  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning;  and  iliat 
he  bring  with  him  six  of  the  lighthorse  belonginii  to  his 
company,  properly  equipped. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Snyder,  Jlr.  Schoonmaker,  ^Ir. 
Landon  and  Mr.  Benson,  members  of  this  Council,  be  re- 
quested to  take  four  hundred  pounds  at  interest  at  six  per 
cent,  from  Abraham  Hasbrouck,  Esquire,  and  pay  ihe 
same  to  the  commissioners  for  conspiracies  ;  and  that  this 
Council  will  indemnify  them  for  the  same. 

Adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to-morrow  mornmg. 


DIE  JO  VIS,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

October  9,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Mr.  Floyd,  President. 

Mr.  Scolt,  Mr.  V'ates,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  flarper.  Mr. 
Pawling,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  Van  Zand:, 
Mr.  Schoonmaker,  Mr.  Smith,  ilr.  Glide.  Mr.  Ebezr.  Glarke,  Mr. 
Rowen,  Mr.  Brasher. 

Complaint  having  been  made  that  Cornelius  Cole,  Junr.' 
one  of  Captain  Salisbury's  troop  of  lighthorse,  hath  ne- 
glected or  refuses  to  do  his  duty  when  called  upon.  There- 
fore, 

Ordered.  That  the  said  Cornelius  Cole,  Junr.  of  Cap- 
tain Salisbury's  company  of  troopers,  do  without  fail  attend 
this  Council,  with  a  sufficient  horse  properly  equipped  and 
accoutred,  to-morrow  morning  at  nine  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Henry  Benson  do,  with  tlie 
armed  sloop  under  his  command,  assist  the  committee  m 
removing  the  salt  from  Radliff's  Landing  to  Esopus  Land- 
ing. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  Brasher 
and  Mr.  Pawling  be  a  committee  to  devise  ways  and 
means  to  provide  immediate  supplies  of  flour  for  the 
army. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Schoonmaker 
be  a  committee  to  devise  and  report  means  for  securing 
the  military  stores  and  clothing  belonging  to  tlie  Stale. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Snvder  and  Mr.  Har- 
per be  a  committee  to  devise  and  report  means  for  securing 
the  records  and  the  treasury  office  of  this  Stale. 
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Then  the  Council  adjourned  until  4  o'clock  this  after- 
noon. 

Die  Jovis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  October  9,  1777. 
Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Peesent— Mr.  Floyd,  President. 

Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Yaies,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Van  Zanilt, 
Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  Baiickcr.  .Mr.  Huiper,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr. 
Brasher,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Sclioonniakc-r. 

The  committee  for  devising  ways  and  means  for  secu- 
ring the  military  stores  and  clothing  of  tiiis  tState,  deli- 
vered in  tiieir  report,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to.  And 
thereupon, 

Resolved,  Tiiat  Colonel  John  Lasher,  commissary  of 
the  military  stores  of  this  Sitate,  do  lodae  the  same  in  dif- 
ferent parcels  and  in  such  places  as  he,  wiih  the  advice 
and  consent  of  Colonel's  Pawlinrr  and  Snyder,  shall  think 
proper;  that  during  the  absence  ot  the  said  Colonel  La- 
sher, the  said  other  colonels  shall  have  the  direction  of  the 
said  military  stores  ;  and  that  Colonel  Lasher's  deputy  or 
storekeeper,  in  his  absence,  obey  the  orders  of  the  said 
other  gentlemen. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  gentlemen  be  authorized  to 
order  and  direct  the  serving  out  of  the  s.iid  military  stores 
to  the  militia,  from  time  to  lime,  as  they  sluill  think  fit; 
that  Colonel  Lasher,  or  the  said  other  gentlemen,  in  mak- 
ing the  proper  lodgments  of  the  said  military  stores,  do 
put  the  same  in  particular  charge  to  proper  persons,  taking 
their  receipts  respectively  for  i!ie  several  ([uaniities  depo- 
sited in  their  care  ;  which  persons  are  hereby  authorized 
to  make  issues  thereof  from  lime  lo  lime,  for  the  use  oi 
the  militia,  to  such  persons  as  His  E.xccUency  ilie  Gover- 
nor, or  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  iliis  Stale  for  ihe  lime 
being,  or  either  of  the  said  Colonels  Pauling  and  Snyder, 
shall,  by  writing  under  their  respective  hands,  direct. 

Resolved,  That  on  every  delivery,  deposit  or  issue  ot 
the  said  military  stores,  receipts  be  £;iven  by  the  several 
persons  receiving  the  same;  which  receipts  or  certificates, 
or  copies  thereof,  shall  be  delivered  lo  the  commissioner 
of  military  stores  for  the  time  being,  or  his  deputy,  to  be 
produced  by  him  to  the  Governor  or  Commander-in-Chief 
for  the  lime  being,  when  required  ;  but  thut  nevertheless, 
the  respective  orders  of  the  said  Colonels  Pawling  and 
Snyder  shall,  in  all  cases  be  controlled  by  those  of  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  or  the  C'oinmander-in-Chie(  for 
the  time  being,  whenever  he  shall  think  proper  ;  and  that 
all  persons  who  shall  receive  any  of  liie  said  rrnlitary  stores 
for  issuing  the  same  lo  the  militia,  render  themselves  ac- 
countable for  the  same  by  their  respective  receipts. 

The  committee  for  devising  means  to  provide  immediate 
supplies  of  flour  for  the  army,  delivered  in  their  report, 
which  was  read  and  agreed  lo,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing to  wit : 

"Resolved,  That  the  deputy  commissaries-general  of 
purchases,  and  their  agents,  be  empowered  to  impress 
from  each  person  within  this  State,  a  quantity  of  wheal, 
either  threshed  or  in  the  straw,  not  exceeding  twenty  bush- 
els ;  and  lo  impress  the  team  of  each  person  lo  transport 
the  wheat  impressed  from  him  lo  a  mill  ;  payinz  for  such 
wheat,  upon  ihe  delivery  thereof  at  the  mill,  the  market 
price  for  llie  same  ;  and  paving  also  for  the  hire  of  the 
team  transporting  the  same  to  ihe  mill,  at  the  rate  of  one 
shilling  and  three  pence  per  mile  ;  provided  nevertheless, 
that  each  inhabii.mt  be  permiltcd  lo  reiain  fifteen  bushels 
of  wheat  for  each  person  his  family  may  consist  of ;  and 
provided  farther,  lliat  no  teams  be  impressed  lo  transport 
such  wheat  to  mill  more  than  ten  miles  distanl  from  the 
place  where  the  same  may  be  impressed,  any  thing  herein 
contained  to  the  contrnry  notwithstanding. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  above  rc.-^nluiion  shall  continue  in 
force  unlil  the  tenth  day  of  Novcniher  next,  and  no  longer. 

Resolved,  That  ihe  above  resolution  be  transmitted  by 
express  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  deputy  coinmis- 
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saries-general  in  the  several  departments  within  this  State, 
enclosed  in  a  letter  from  the  President." 

A  draft  of  a  letter  was  then  read  and  agreed  to,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — The  Legislature  of  this  Stale,  exceedincly  anxi- 
ous that  proper  supplies  of  flour  should  be  immediately 
provided  for  ihe  use  of  the  army,  have,  for  that  purpose, 
passed  the  enclosed  resolutions,  which  they  have  direcied 
me  lo  transmit  to  you. 

"  I  am  with  due  respect  sir, 

"  Your  most  obedt.  servt. 

"  By  order."' 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  be  engrossed,  and 
the  President  sign,  and  that  the  Secretaries  prepare  copies 
of  the  said  resolutions  to  transmit  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  and  to  the  deputy  commissaries-general  in  ihc  seve- 
ral departments  in  this  State. 

A  letter  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor  was  receiv- 
ed, and  IS  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"G£^■T. — I  wrote  lo  the  Legislature  yesterday,  civing 
them  as  particular  an  account  of  ihe  loss  of  forls  Moniao- 
mery  and  Clinton  as  I  was  then  able  ;  since  which,  1  liave 
the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  Genl.  Clinton  is  got  in, 
and  his  wound  does  not  ajipear  to  be  any  ways  dangerous. 
Many  other  of  our  officers  have  also  arrived,  who  we  had 
reason  to  believe,  were  made  prisoners.  Not  more  than 
eleven  officers  of  Colo.  Duboys's  regiment  are  missipg; 
two  hundred  of  his  irien,  including  non-commissioned  olh- 
cers,  have  already  joined  me  at  this  place  ;  many  more  of 
them  may  be  hourly  expected,  as  we  have  heard  of  iheir 
escape.  Many  also  of  the  two  artillery  compaiiies,  who 
were  at  those  posts,  have  escaped  and  joined  us,  and  more 
of  them  are  hourly  expected. 

"  The  night  I  left  Fort  Montgomery,  as  my  escape  was 
efi'ected  by  crossing  the  river,  I  waited  on  Genl.  i-'utiiam, 
at  Continental  village,  in  order  to  concert  the  proper  mea- 
sures lo  be  pursued  after  this  unfortunate  event.  The  ge- 
neral ofiicers  there  agreed  in  opinion  with  me,  that  ilie 
intention  of  the  enemy,  under  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  was  to 
relieve  Burgoyne's  army,  by  effecting  a  junction  wiih  him  ; 
that  as  they  had  carried  the  forts,  their  next  object  was  lo 
pass  the  chevaux-de-frize,  so  proceed  up  the  river.  The 
posts  at  Peekskill  and  Sydnam's,  by  the  loss  of  those 
which  commanded  the  navigation,  have  lost  their  impor- 
tance :  il  was  therefore  agreed  that  Genl.  Putnam  siiould 
retreat  with  his  army  to  a  very  defensible  pa^is  in  ihe 
mouiilains,  about  three  miles  from  Fishkills,  where  he  is, 
in  the  most  speedy  manner,  lo  get  in  the  easlern  militia. 
I  am  to  rally  my  forces  near  this  place,  call  on  all  the 
mililia  of  Orange  and  this  end  of  Ulster;  also  to  be  fur-- 
nislied  with  a  Continental  regiment  from  Genl.  Putnam's 
army  lo  defend  the  chevaux-de-frise  in  the  best  manner  I 
can  ;  and  that  as  soon  as  we  find  the  enemy  can  raise  or 
pass  it,  both  armies  to  move  northward,  so  as  lo  keep  pace 
will)  the  enemy,  covering  those  parts  of  the  country,  which 
will  be  their  greatest  object,  until  they  shall  think  proper  to 
land. 

"  As  soon  as  ever  I  find  the  shipping  are  likely  to  pass 
llie  chevau.x-de-frise,  I  will,  by  a  forced  march,  eiulcavaur 
lo  gain  Kingston  and  cover  that  town.  I  shall  have  one 
brass  iwenly-four  pounder  and  six  smaller  brass  field  pieces 
which  will  make  a  formidable  train. 

"I  am  persuaded  if  tlie  mililia  will  join  me,  (which  I 
have  reason  lo  hope.)  we  can  save  the  country,  (a  few 
scaltering  houses  along  the  river  excepted,)  from  destruc- 
tion, and  defeat  llie  enemy's  design  in  assisting  their  nor- 
thern army. 

"  A  deserter,  who  had  been  taken  and  forced  to  enlist  in 
Col  Fanning's  regiment,  came  in  to  us  yesterday  from  the 
enemy  at  Fort  Montgomery  :  he  deserted  immediately 
after  it  was  taken,  and  informs  me  that  the  eneiiiy's  loss 
was  very  great;  that  Genl.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  commanded 
in  person  ;  had  three  general  officers  wiih  him  ;  their  force 
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r  QQQ  three  thousand  of  them  British  troops  and 

Tr-'iia"  yai'gs''^'  remainder  new  levies — commanded 
*  _  t^l",^  (jj^il.  Beverly  Robertson  and  Colo.  Fanning.  1 
have  only  to  add,  that  though  the  country  esteem  the  posts 
i''t  of  the  greatest  importance,  yet  the  manner  in  which 
Jijcv  were  defended,  has  given  such  general  satisfaction  as 
10  elate  and  not  depress  their  spirits. 

"  1  am,  with  esteem,  gentn. 

"Your  most  obt.  hble.  servt. 

"GEO.  CLINTON. 
"iV.  B.  I  am  this  moment  informed  by  Genl.  Putnam, 
that  the  eastern  militia  come  in  very  fast ;  that  he  is  con- 
fieJent  that  he  will  soon  have  tea  thousand  men  with  him  ; 
in  which  case  he  will  keep  posts  up  as  far  as  Poughkeep- 
sie  and  Rynbeck  to  head  ilie  enciny,  should  they  push 
up  the  river.  We  shall  save  considerable  of  the  stores  at 
Fort  Constitution,  and  perhaps  some  of  the  artillery,  as  the 
enemy  had  not  got  up  that  high  yesterday." 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  no.  a.  m. 

October  10,  1777. 

The  Council  met. 

Pbesent — Mr.  Floyd,  President  pro  tempore. 

Mr.  Scolt,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Van  Zamlt,  Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Webster.  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Pawlina,  Mr.  Eancker, 
Mr!  Snyder,  Mr.  .Schoonmaker,  -Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Brasher,  Mr.  Rowan, 
Mr.  Clarke,  Jlr.  Morris. 

This  Council  being  informed  that  a  large  quantity  of  salt- 
petre, belonging  to  the  Continent,  now  lies  at  the  landing 
of  this  town, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  Kingston  be  requested 
to  cause  the  same  to  be  removed  without  delay  to  some 
place  at  convenient  distance  from  the  said  landing,  there  to 
remain  until  further  orders. 

Resolved,  That  Colonels  Pawling  and  Snyder  be  re- 
quested to  issue  the  necessary  orders  to  have  all  the  male 
inhabitants  in  the  districts  of  iheir  respective  regiments,  of 
sixteen  years  and  upwards,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  im- 
mediately equipped  and  provided  with  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, and  10  appoint  proper  alarm  posts  and  places  of  ren- 
dezvous for  the  respective  companies  to  repair  to  in  case 
of  llie  approach  of  the  enemy. 

The  commiuee  to  devise  and  report  means  for  securing 
the  records  of  this  Siaic,  and  the  treasury.  Secretaries  of 
late  Convcniiun's  papers,  records  of  the  county  of  Ulster, 
and  the  clothing  ^tore,  reported  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  agreed  to,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  CJcrard  Bancker,  Esqr.  V  ice-Treasurer 
of  this  Slate,  do  immediately  cause  all  the  moneys  and  pa- 
pers belonging  to  the  treasury  of  this  Slate,  to  be  put  in 
chests  or  bo.xes  and  conveyed  to  Rochester  ;  that  he  con- 
sult with  Hendrickus  Hornl.eck,  Johliarincs  G.  Harden- 
bcrgh  and  Comfort  Sands,  Esquires,  relative  to  proper  ola- 
ce3  for  securing  the  same  ;  that  he  deposit  the  same  in 
such  places  as  the  said  three  gentlemen,  or  any  two  of 
them,  shall  recommend  ;  and  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  de 
posited  the  said  moneys  and  papers,  then,  from  day  to  day, 
thai  he  attend  this  Council,  constanily  provided  with  one 
thousand  pounds,  to  answer  such  drafts  as  this  Council 
shall  from  time  to  time  order. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Gerard  Bancker  be  autliorized 
to  impress  teams  (if  necessary)  to  transport  the  said  mo- 
neys and  papers  to  Rochester. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Henry,  commissary  of  the 
clolhing  store  in  this  place,  do  immediately  cause  all  the 
clothing  of  this  Stale,  under  his  care,  to  lie  put  into  pack- 
ages and  conveyed  to  Rochester;  that  he  consult  wuh 
Hendrickus  Hornbeck,  Johannes G.  Hardcnbergh  and  Com- 
fort Sands,  Esquires,  relative  to  proper  places  for  securing 
the  aame,  and  that  he  deposite  tiie  same  in  such  places  as 


the  said  gentlemen,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  recom- 
mend. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Henry  be  authorized  (if  necessary) 
to  impress  teams  to  convey  the  said  clothing  to  Rochester. 

Resolved,  That  John  McKesson  and  Robert  Benson, 
Esquires,  Secretaries  to  this  Council,  or  one  of  them,  do 
forthwith  cause  all  the  public  papers  now  under  ilieir  care, 
to  be  put  into  chests  and  packages  and  conveyed  to  Ro- 
chester; that  they  consult  with  Hendrickus  Honihcck,  Jo- 
hannes G.  Hardenbergli  and  Comfort  Sands,  E.'yquires,  re- 
lative to  proper  places  tor  securing  ilie  same,  and  that  the 
said  John  McKesson  and  Robert  Benson  do  deposue  uie 
said  papers  as  the  said  three  gentlemen,  or  any  two  of 
them,  shall  recommend  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  McKesson  and  Ro'icit 
Benson,  or  either  of  them,  be  empowered  lo  lrapre^s  teams 
(if  necessary)  to  convey  the  said  papers  to  Rochester. 

Resolved,  That  Abraham  Hasbrouck,  Joseph  Gajiiarie, 
Dirck  Wynkoop,  Junr.  Christopher  Tappen  and  Samuel 
Bayard,  Junior,  Esquires,  or  any  two  ot  them,  do  I'orth- 
with  cause  all  the  public  records  which  were  transported 
to  this  place  from  the  city  of  New-York,  by  virtue  ot  a  re- 
solution of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Slate,  of  the 
fourteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-six,  to  be  put  into  proper  packages  or  chests,  and 
conveyed  to  Rochester,  and  deposited  in  such  places  as 
Hendrickus  Hornbeck,  Johannes G.  Hardcnbergh  and  Com- 
fort Sands,  Esquires,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  direct  tor 
that  purpose,  there  to  remain  under  the  general  direction 
and  superintendence  of  the  said  last  mentioned  gentlemen, 
or  any  iwo  of  them,  till  the  further  order  of  this  Council, 
or  the  future  Legislature  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Samuel  Bayard  do  repair,  with 
the  said  records,  to  Rochester,  and  remain  wiili  iliem  till 
the  further  order  of  this  Council,  or  future  Legislature  of 
this  Stale. 

Resolved,  That  Hendrickus  Hornbeck,  Johannes  G. 
Hardcnbergh  and  Comfort  Sands,  Esf|uires,  or  any  two  of 
them,  be  and  hereby  are  requested  and  empowered  lo  pro- 
vide store  rooms  sufiicient  for  the  purpose  ot  storing  ihe 
records  and  public  stores  of  this  State,  committed  to  liieir 
care. 

Resolved,  That  Derick  Wynkoop,  Esqr.  and  Mr.  Oke 
Suydam,  cause  the  records  of  the  county  of  Albany,  the 
records  of  the  county  of  Ulster,  the  records  of  the  general 
committee  of  the  county  of  Albany,  and  the  records  be- 
longing to  the  office  of  Receiver-General  of  the  Colony  of 
New-York,  be  put  into  bo.xes  or  chests  and  conveyed  lo 
Rochester,  and  there  deposited  in  such  place  as  Hen- 
drickus Hornbeck,  Johannes  G.  Hardcnbergh  and  Comlbrt 
Sands,  or  any  two  of  ihem,  shall  direct. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Drick  Wynkoop  and  Oke  Suy- 
dam, be  authorized  to  impress  teams  (li  necessary)  to 
convey  the  said  records  to  Rochester. 

Ordered,  That  llie  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  advance  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Pellit  the  sum  of  iwenly-hve  pounds,  on  ac- 
count of  his  wages  as  scrgeant-at-arms  to  the  Honourable 
House  of  Assembly  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  Jonalhan  Landon  and  Egbert  Benson, 
Esquires,  be  authorized  to  liberate  Simon  Cregicr,  now 
confined  in  jail  in  this  place,  upon  such  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  they  shall  think  proper. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  John  Elmcndorph  do  deliver 
the  public  stores  in  iiis  custody,  received  from  Peter  T. 
Curtenius,  Esquire,  to  Mr.  John  Henry,  making  an  inven- 
tory of  the  said  stores,  and  taking  a  receipt  Irom  .Mr. 
Henry  for  the  same,  and  that  the  said  John  Elmcndorph 
file  a  copy  of  such  inventory  and  receipt  with  Comlott 
Sands,  I'.sqr.  Auditor-General  of  this  Slate. 

Revived,  That  Mr.  Henry  dispose  of  the  stores  which 
he  shall  so  receive  from  Captain  Elmcndorph,  in  like  man- 
ner as  he  is  directed  to  dispose  of  the  })ublic  clothing  in  his 
care,  by  resolutions  of  this  Council  of  this  day. 
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DIE  SABBATI,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

October  11,  1777. 

The  Council  met. 

Present — Mr.  Floyd,  President  pro  tempore. 

Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  Scolt,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Dunscomb, 
Mr.  Yales,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Pawling,  iMr.  bnyder,  iMr.  A  an  Zand!,  Air. 
Scboonmaker,  Mr.Kbenezer  Clarke,  Mr.  Kowan,  Mr.  Morris. 

A  letter  from  His  E.icellency  Governor  Clinton,  dated 
yesterday,  was  received  and  read,  to  wii : 

"  Head-Quarters,  ) 
"  iVrs.  Falls',  Utli  Ucluber,  1777.  5 

"  Gentlejie.v — When  I  wrote  yuu  i.isi,  I  was  in  great 
hopes  of  beinij  able  to  have  collected  and  embodied  so 
many  of  the  mililia  of  this  and  Orange  county,  as  with  the 
two  small  Continental  regiinenls  now  with  nie,  and  the 
reinforcements  promised  nie  by  Genera!  Putnam,  1  should 
have  such  a  formidable  force  as  to  enable  me  to  prevent 
the  enemy's  penclraling  the  country,  by  throwing  myself 
in  between  them  and  the  most  iinporianl  places  as  they  move 
up  the  river.  I  am  very  sorry  to  iidorm  you  I  am  greatly 
disappointed  in  my  expectations,  the  miliiia  donotjom  me 
as  I  could  wish;  iliey  are  well  disposed,  but  anxious  about 
the  immediate  safety  of  their  respective  families  (who  for 
many  miles  back  are  yet  moving  iuitiier  iroiii  the  river,) 
they  come  in  the  morning  and  return  in  the  evening,  and  I 
never  know  when  I  have  them  or  what  my  slrengtli  is.  Tlie 
reinforcement  I  had  reason  to  expect,  and  was  promised 
by  Genl.  Putnam,  I  am  now  inlormed  by  a  letter  from 
htm,  is  only  to  consist  of  Brinckerhoot's  regiment  of  mili- 
tia, which  1  am  sure  will  not  pass  the  river,  and  indeed  it 
is  unreasonable  to  desire  them.  This  being  my  situation, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  advise  you  of  it,  as  my  only  hopes 
now  are,  that  my  force  mav  not  be  known  to  the  enemy, 
and  that  this  may  deter  them  from  doing  what,  if  they 
should  attempt,  I  could  not  prevent. 

"  1  have  7  tield  pieces  wiih  me  ;  5  of  the  heaviest  I  have 
ordered  on  the  west  side  of  the  VV'alkill,  towards  hha wan- 
gunk,  which  is  the  route  I  mean  to  lake  to  Xingslon,  the 
moment  the  enemy  move  up  the  river. 

"1  wish  some  small  works  were  thrown  up  towards  the 
Esopus  Landing  to  cover  it  and  secure  the  dehles  leading 
to  the  town.  Lvery  man  that  can  lire  a  gun  should  be  im- 
mediately embodied  and  employed  at  those  works.  I  re- 
joice with  you  on  the  most  agreeable  accounts  from  the 
northward,  and  thank  you  fur  ttie  early  communication  of 
it.  1  know  of  no  enemy  on  this  side  BuiterhiU  clove. 
The  4  armed  vessels  that  were  near  Pollcpen's  Island,  fell 
down  out  of  sight  yesterday  evening. 

"  1  am,  with  much  esteem, 

"  Your  most  obed.  servt. 
"GEO.  CLliNTON. 

"  P.  S.  Yesterday  my  guards  took  two  persons  from 
Fort  Montgomery  ;  one  of  them,  D.uuel  I'aylor,  charged 
with  a  message  to  Genl.  Howe,  the  contents  enclosed  in 
the  letter  to  Genl.  Gales,  which  I  have  left  open  for  your 
perusul,  then  to  be  sealed,  and  lorwardcd  by  express.  The 
enemy's  own  accounts  are,  that  ihey  lost  7  held  officers 
and  upwards  of  3-30  rank  and  hlc  killed;  a  young  nobleman, 
a  volunteer,  mortally  wounded  ;  Colo,  liryn  Livmgslon  and 
Major  Hammell  Logan  are  prisoners,  the  la.sl  only  wounded. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  lo  His  Excelleiiry  ilie  Guvernor,  was 
then  read  and  agreed  to,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit : 

"  Sir — I  am  directed  by  ihe  Council  lo  inform  your  Ex- 
cellency that  we  have  ordered  the  miiiiia  m  ihe  vicinage 
of  Shawangunck  to  repair  to  that  place,  and  the  remaiiuicr 
to  rendezvous  here.  The  reiniurceineiit  coming  here  on 
their  way  to  you  from  ihe  noiihward,  we  shall  also  stop 
until  your  further  order. 

"1  am,  with  great  esteem, 
"Your  Excellency's  most  obedi.  hum.  servt. 

"By  order. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 


by  the  President,  and  transmitted  to  his  Excellency  the 
Governor. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  for  conspiracies,  (kc. 
superintending  the  removal  of  the  prisoners  from  this  place 
to  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  is  authorized  lo  discharge  such 
individuals  of  the  said  prisoners  as  he  shall  think  proper. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  ine.xpcdient  that  the  said  commis- 
sioner should  exercise  such  discretionary  power  in  fuiuie. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioner  be  auihorizcd  to 
discharge  such  of  the  said  prisoners  only  as  have  been  con- 
fined upon  a  general  charge  of  disatfeclion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Presideni  be  requested  to  confer  with 
Mr.  Bleecker,  deputy  commissary-general  of  purchases  in 
the  northern  department,  and  request  him  lo  provide  pro- 
visions for  ihe  militia  to  be  stationed  at  this  place. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  said  deputy  commissary-general 
of  purchases  in  the  northern  department  shall  refuse  lo  pro- 
vide such  provisions,  then  the  President  and  such  members 
as  he  can  collect,  be  requested  lo  appoint  a  commissary  for 
that  purpose. 

Oidered,  That  Captain  Benson  do  forthwith  cause  all 
the  cannon  and  firelocks  with  their  apparatus,  belong- 
ing to  the  armed  sloop  under  his  command,  to  be  put  on 
shore  at  Esopus  Landing,  and  that  he  then  repair  with  the 
j  said  sloop  to  the  city  of  Albany,  taking  on  board  such 
provisions  as  the  assistant  commissary-general  shall  ihuik 
proper  to  put  on  board. 

Oidered,  That  Captain  Schoonmaker  cause  Cadwaila- 
der  Colden,  Esquire,  Roeloff  Elting  and  Angus  McDunaid, 
prisoners  on  parol  at  Hurley,  to  be  immediately  appre- 
hended, and  conveyed  under  a  guard  of  three  men  to  Mr. 
Caniine,  one  of  the  commissioners  for  conspiracies,  who 
is  hereby  ordered  to  dispose  of  them  with  the  other  prison- 
ers lately  sent  under  his  care  to  Connecticut,  in  such  man- 
ner as  may  be  necessary  for  their  safe  custody,  and  to  pre- 
vent their  returning  to  this  Stale  till  further  order. 

Council  adjourned  till  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Die  Sabatti,  3  ho.  P.  M.  October  11,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Mr.  Floyd,  President  pro  tempore. 

Mr.  Scott,  Blr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Harper,  iMr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr. 
Webster. 

The  President  acquainted  the  Council  that  pursuant  to 
the  order  of  this  morning,  he  hath  applied  to  Mr.  Bleecker 
relative  to  supplying  provisions  for  the  militia  lo  be  sta- 
tioned at  this  place;  that  i\Ir.  Bleecker  replied,  lhat  the 
deputy  cornmissary-general  had  directed  him  lo  repair  to 
Albany  forthwith,  and  therefore  could  not  possibly  under- 
take that  business. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  Egbt.  Dumont,  Esqr.  be,  and 
is  hereby  appointed  commissary,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding provisions  for  the  troops  lo  be  employed  at  this  place 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  thereof. 

The  commiitee  of  Kingston  laid  before  the  Council  a 
letter  from  Phil.p  Van  Rensselaer,  Esquire,  commissary  of 
stores  in  the  norlliern  department,  daled  at  Albany,  Octo- 
ber the  tenth,  1777,  and  directed  lo  the  said  committee, 
informing  them  that  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  lead  in  that 
department,  and  requests  of  the  said  committee  lo  send  all 
that  can  be  spared  for  the  use  of  the  army  in  the  said  de- 
partment, which  he  engages  to  replace  and  bear  all  expen- 
ses thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lasher,  or  his  deputy,  deliver 
to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Kingston  tiOO  of  the 
bars  of  lead  now  in  the  military  store  at  this  place,  and 
llial  the  said  chairman  cause  the  same  to  be  weighed  and 
transported  to  Albany;  to  be  there  delivered  to  the  said 
Peter  Van  Rensselaer,  taking  a  receipt  of  the  person  by 
whom  he  shall  send  the  same. 

The  Council  adjourned  to  meet  again  this  evening  at 
Elmendorph  Tavern. 
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Die  Sabbati.  P.M.  October  11,  1777. 
Council  met  agreeable  to  adjournment  at  Elmendorph 
Tavern. 

P»isr.vT — Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Esqr.  President. 
jlr.  Scott,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Webster,  Jlr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Brasher, 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Landon. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Har- 
per and  Mr.  Dunscomb,  or  eitlier  of  tliem,  receive  all  tiic 
public  stores  that  are  or  may  be  sent  up  lo  the  care  of  the 
Council  of  Safety  ;  that  they  liave  invoices  made  of  the 
said  stores,  and  have  them  stored  and  put  in  such  places 
of  safety,  and  so  disposed  of  as  they  may  think  proper  ; 
and  for  that  purpose,  that  iliey  have  power  to  impress 
horses,  wagons,  teams  and  carriages. 

The  House  adjourned  until  1 0  o'clock  to-morrow  morn- 
ing- 


DIE  SOLIS,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

October  12,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Mr.  Floyd,  President  pro  tempore. 

Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Brasher, 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  E.  Clarke,  BIr.  Landon,  -Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Pawling, 
Mr.  Smith. 

A  letter  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  dated  yes- 
terday, with  a  copy  of  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  letter 
to  General  Burgoyne,  taken  from  a  spy  who  was  taken, 
was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  lollowing,  to  wit : 

"  Head-Qcarters,  > 
"  Mrs.  Falls',  lUh  October,  1777,  J 

"  Dear  Sir — I  am  this  moment  favoured  with  your  let- 
ter of  yesterday,  with  a  letter  from  .Mr.  Morris  (by  a  se- 
cond express,)  containing  the  mo~t  agreeable  accounts  from 
the  northward.  By  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Genl.  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  to  Burgoyne  now  enclosed  you,  you  will 
observe  that  Clinton  is  no  way  confident  of  their  being 
able  to  form  a  junction  of  their  armies,  though  there  arc 
nothing  but  bars  between  them.  I  wish  nothing  more  than 
that  Clinton  may  attempt  it.  I  am  persuaded  that  ihougii 
the  chance  of  war  may  at  times  occasion  our  prospect  lo 
appear  gloomy  when  the  enemy  push  hard,  yet  it  is  in  that 
way  ihcir  ruin  must  and  will  be  effected;  and  I  greatly 
hope  that  Clinton,  not  wise  enough  to  improve  by  example, 
will,  like  Burgoyne,  (flushed  with  his  late  success,)  give 
stretch  to  his  lorces,  or  at  least  send  parties  out  to  try  the 
afTeciions  of  the  iniuibilants  ;  in  either  case,  I  have  not  a 
doubi  but  he  will  meet  with  tlie  same  falc.  Should  ihis 
rot  be  the  case,  I  hope  m  a  few  days  to  have  strength 
enough  lo  be  the  assailant. 

"  We  have  nothing  new  here  since  1  wrote  you  yester- 
day. I  have  sent  a  flaa  to  Genl.  Clinton  for  a  list  of  our 
prisoners,  &c.  which  is  not  vet  returned. 

"The  letter  from  Clinton  to  Ruraoyne,  taken  from  Danl. 
Taylor,  was  enclosed  in  a  small  silver  ball  of  an  oval  form, 
about  the  size  of  a  fusee  bullet,  and  shut  with  a  screw  in 
the  middle.  When  he  was  taken  and  brought  before  me 
he  swallowed  it.  I  mistrusted  this  to  be  case  from  infor- 
mation I  received,  and  administered  him  a  very  strong 
emetic,  calculated  to  operate  eiiher  way.  This  had  the 
desired  effect ;  it  brought  it  from  him  ;  but  though  close 
watched,  he  had  the  art  to  conceal  it  a  second  time.  I 
made  him  believe  I  had  taken  one  Capt.  Campbell,  another 
messenger  who  he  knew  was  out  on  the  same  business  ; 
llial  I  learned  from  him  all  I  wanted  to  know,  and  demand- 
ed the  ball  on  pain  of  being  hung  up  instantly  and  cut  open 
to  search  for  it.    This  brought  it  forth. 

"I  have  been  particular  in  this  luile  matter  that  you 
may  in  future  understand  this  new  mode  of  conveyance. 
"  I  am,  in  great  haste,  with  high  esteem, 
"  Your  most  obedt.  servt. 

"GEO.  CLINTON." 


"  Fort  Montgomery,  OetobeTf^,\-!'a. 
"  Nous  y  void,  and  nothing  now  between  us  but  Gates. 
I  sincerely  hope  this  little  success  of  ours  may  facilitate 
your  operations.  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  23lh 
Sept.  by  C.  C.  I  shall  only  say,  I  cannot  presume  to  order 
or  even  advise,  for  reasons  obvious.  I  heartily  wish  you 
success. 

"  Faithful  yours, 
("Copy.)  "H.  CLINTON. 

"  Geo.  Clinton." 

A  letter  from  Zephaniah  Piatt,  Esquire,  requevim  r  the 
ad  vice  of  the  Council  of  Safety  relative  to  lemovm"'  ihe 
cattle  and  slock  from  Hudson's  river,  was  read  and  hwA. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  in  answer  thereto  was  read  and  aurucd 
lo,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — This  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the 
12th  instant,  and  I  am  directed  by  the  Council  to  iiilonn 
you  that  they  are  unable  from  their  situation  to  give  you 
any  positive  advice  respecting  the  business  you  are  upon, 
but  must  refer  the  execulion  of  the  resohilions  to  the  direc- 
tion of  the  committee,  who  will  be  bellcr  able  to  judijc  of 
the  expediency  of  the  measure.  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of 
the  advice  received  from  the  northern  army;  from  auihorily, 
this  morning,  have  reporls  that  Burgoyne  has  made  a  siaiid 
about  four  miles  above  his  former  encampment ;  and  liiat 
the  two  armies  were  enganed  the  whole  of  Frid.iv,  and 
some  firing  was  heard  on  Saturday  morning  ;  the  event  we 
have  not  heard. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedt.  servt. 
"By  order. 

"  Zephaniah  Platt,  Esqr." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  be  engrossed  and  signed,  and 
transmitted. 

The  Council  adjourned  until  this  afternoon  4  o'clock. 

Die  Sous,  4  Jio.  P.  M.  October  12,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Mr.  Van  Cortlandt,  President. 

Mr.  .Scott,  Mr.  Morris,  .^^r,  Dunscomb,  Mr,  Ilnrper,  Mr,  Sniiili,  ?vlr, 
P.  Livingston,  Mr.  Bancker,  iMr  Landon,  Mr,  Yatos,  Mr,  Floyd, 

Ordered,  That  Culoiiel  Lasher,  or  his  deputy,  deliver  to 
.Mr,  Landon  two  ih(>ii.--and  musket  cartridges  lor  the  use  of 
Colonel  Grah.im's  regiment  of  militia. 

A  letter  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  relative  to 
Cadwallader  Golden,  and  is  in  tlie  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Gentlemen — Since  writing  to  you  a  few  minutes  ajo, 
Mr.  Cadwallader  Coklen,  Junr.  brought  me  the  enclosed 
letter  from  his  father.  Colonel  Golden  has  given  his  son 
great  pain  by  coming  home,  especially  at  this  lime,  and  I 
believe  the  re.st  of  his  family  ;  and  at  his  request,  f  have 
by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Wisner,  and  the  field  officers  present, 
gave  him  a  pass  to  go  under  the  cli.irge  of  his  son,  (who  is 
to  be  answerable  for  ins  safe  conduct)  to  you. 

"  I  am  your  most  obedt.  servt. 

"GEO.  CLINTON. 

"Head-Quarters,  12lh  Octo.  1777," 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  reconsideration  of  the 
order  of  yesterday,  relative  to  Cadwallader  Golden,  Koe- 
lotf  Ellmge  and  Angus  McDrinald,  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Angus  McDonald,  being  a  pri- 
soner of  war,  bo  confined  upon  his  parole  of  honour  at 
Hurley,  lo  continue  wiiliin  one  mile  of  the  house  of  John 
Van  Duersen,  at  Hurley  aforesaid,  under  the  same  restric- 
tions which  he  was  laid  under  by  the  commissioners  of 
conspiracies,  and  to  remove  lo  such  place  in  future,  and  un- 
der such  limits  as  the  Governor  or  President  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safely  shall  direct. 

Ordered,'  That  the  President  take  Mr.  McDonald's  pa- 
rol accordingly. 

Ordered,  'I'hat  the  sheriff  of  Ulster  county  commit  the 
said  Roeloff  Elling,  lo  the  jail  of  Kingston,  till  further 
orders. 

Then  ihe  Council  adjourned  unlil  ten  A.  M.  to-morrow. 
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DIE  LUN^,  10  no.  a.  m. 

Octoher  13,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Mr.  A'an  Corllanilt,  President. 

Mr.  FIcyd,  Mr.  Tales,  .^[^.  Webster,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Banckcr, 
Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  i\Ir.  Smilh,  Mr.  Morris. 

A  letter  from  His  E.\cellency  llie  Governor,  dated  yes- 
terday the  12th  instant,  wiiicli  was  read  and  follows  m  the 
words,  to  wit : 

"Litth-Brilain,  3  miVes  from  N.  Wi-.dsor,  } 
"  l-2ih  October,  1777.  ) 

"Gentlemen — Yesterday  cvciiins  an  armed  sciiooner, 
two  row  galleys  and  a  small  brig  passed  the  clicvau.\-de- 
frise,  and  are  out  of  si^ht  up  the  river  this  morning.  They 
can  have  very  few,  if  any,  men  on  board,  but  they  may  be 
able,  notwithstanding,  to  destroy  etfects  which  may  be 
found  in  stores  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  I  therefore  give 
you  this  early  notice  of  this  movement,  that  you  may  order 
out  small  parlies  to  such  places  on  ilie  river  at  which  rum 
or  any  public  stores  or  other  valuable  effects  are  deposited. 
This,  I  am  sure,  will  secure  ihem.  I  would  advise  that 
proper  care  be  taken  to  defend  Kingston  Landing.  The  few 
pieces  of  artillery  you  have,  onght  to  be  taken  to  the  most 
suitable  place  for  that  purpose.  Our  galley  moved  up  the 
river  a  few  miles  before  the  enemy. 

"  If  we  had  round  shot  for  our  24  pr.  we  might  make 
this  small  fleet  very  uneasy  in  the  river  ;  but  this  we  have 
not,  nor  do  I  know  of  any  nearer  than  Albany,  to  wiiich 
.place  I  beg  you  would  send  fur  100  of  that  size,  and  200 
for  4  prs.  Three  wagons  will  bring  the  whole.  I  wish 
to  know  how  soon  I  may  have  them.  They  are  essentially 
necessary  ;  indeed,  I  may  venture  to  say  Sir  James  Wal- 
lace, who  commands  this  musquiio  fleet,  would  not  have 
ventured  to  pass  the  chevaux-dc-fnse  had  wc  been  able  to 
use  our  24  pr.  whose  a.vletree  was  broken  at  the  time, 
but  is  now  repaired. 

"I  have  no  late  accounts  from  the  enemy  below.  Genl. 
Putnam  just  now  writes  me  that  he  hears  they  iiave  landed, 
and  are  about  moving  up,  but  don't  mention  on  which  side 
the  river  ;  his  letter  implies  on  this.  I  sent  a  party  out 
yesterday,  to  look  into  forts  Montgomery  and  Constitution  ; 
they  ate  not  yet  returned.  Capi.  Woo.«ter,  who  went  m 
with  a  flag,  returned  yesterday  evening.  He  was  received 
on  board  a  ship,  about  a  mile  this  side  Fort  Montgomery. 
He  thinks  they  are  destroying  the  works  there  and  at 
Fort  Clinton,  as  from  the  smoke  he  judged  tlietn  to  be  on 
fire.  Genl.  Vaughan  conunands  there.  Genl.  Clinton  was 
absent.  Vanghan's  aid-de-camp  answered  my  letter  by 
informing  the  prisoners  were  sent  to  N.  York;  that  any 
thing  I  wanted  to  send  them  might  be  sent  on  board  the 
advanced  ship,  and  from  thence  would  be  forwarded  to 
them,  directed  to  ^Ir.  George  Clinton,  Fi^hkill.  No  list 
sent  me,  but  all  Colo.  Duboys's  ofncers  missing  are  prison- 
ers, with  Major  Lush,  Colos.  Ellison  and  .McLaughry. 
The  latter  has  seven  wounds,  b'U  none  dangerous. 

"  I  am  distressed  for  want  of  horsemen.  The  duty  is 
too  hard  for  Captn.  WoodhuU's  small  company.  Captn. 
Salsbury's  company  (a  few  to  attend  vou  as  expresses) 
must  immediately  join  me,  for  which  please  to  give  him  an 
order,  as  I  have  not  at  present  lime  to  do  it.  The  commu- 
nication being  now  cut  off  bclwcen  Genl.  Putnam  and  me, 
before  I  had  a  proper  supply  of  ammunition,  1  must  beg 
you  will  forward  me  to  the  arlillerv  park,  at  Shawangunk, 
10,000  cartridges  for  small  arms,  of  dilfcrent  sizes. 

"  I  am  this  moment  favoured  wiih  your  letter  of  yester- 
day. The  militia  of  Shawangunk  are  now  wiih  me.  I 
have  sent  a  proper  guard  there  from  another  quarter,  fur  the 
artillery  ;  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  much  bellcr  than  to  leave 
men  of  the  neighbourhood  for  that  purpose.  Col.  Snyder's 
regiment  may  continue  at  Kin2:sion,  to  throw  up  the  neces- 
sary works  to  defend  the  landing  and  town.  The  rest  of 
the  reinforcement  from  the  norihward  must  immediately 
join  me.  Were  ihe  whole  to  continue  with  you,  tiiey  would 
268 


not  be  able  to  meet  the  enemy  should  they  pass  by  and 
land  near  Kingston  ;  and  should  ihey  lake  their  route  by 
land,  which  is  most  likely,  with  my  present  force,  which 
consists  only  ot  the  militia  of  this  quarter  of  the  country,  two 
small  Continental  regiments,  and  Colo.  Souiherland's  regi- 
ment, consisting  ot  130  men.  Out  of  these,  1  have  strong 
guards  along  the  river  shore,  who  have  orders  to  keep  pace 
with  the  vessels  now  in  the  river,  and  throw  themselves 
between  them  and  Kingston  Landing,  should  iliey  go  that 
high  up.  I  am  persuaded  it  is  not  only  for  the  .safety  of 
Kingston,  which  I  have  much  at  heart,  but  for  that  of  the 
country  in  general,  that  I  should  have  my  whole  force  col- 
lected to  one  point ;  as  in  that  case  I  shall  be  able  to  meet 
and  oppose  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  or  at  least  throw 
myself  in  between  tlie  enemy  and  such  places  as  may  be 
an  object  with  them  to  gain,  wliich  shall  be  my  constant 
care  to  do. 

"  I  am,  with  much  esteem,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obedt.  servant, 

"GEO.  CLINTON. 
"P.S.  From  many  circumstances,  I  am  persuaded  the 
enemy  are  about  moving.  Genl.  Clinton's  being  out  when 
my  flag  was  down  yesterday — this  small  fleet  coming  up 
the  river,  confirms  me  in  this  opinion  ;  and  I  believe  it  will 
be  by  land,  against  some  of  our  stores,  and  to  ravage  the 
country." 

Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Henry  Benson  do  forlhwiih  pro- 
ceed with  a  boat  properly  manned,  to  Albany,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conveying  from  thence  to  this  place  the  ordnance 
stores  required  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  that 
Captain  Benson  do  make  all  possible  despatch  in  this 
business. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Benson  be  authorized,  in  case 
he  should  be  obliged  on  his  return  to  convey  the  said  ord- 
nance stores  by  land,  to  impress  carriages  and  horses. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  to  Philip  V  an  Rens- 
selaer, Esquire,  or  such  other  person  as  may  have  ihe 
charge  of  the  ordnance  stores  in  Albany,  and  request  of  him 
to  deliver  to  Captain  Benson  tiie  shot  mentioned  in  His 
Excellency's  said  letter. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lasher,  or  his  deputy,  do  send 
out  of  the  military  stores  belonging  to  this  State,  to  the 
artillery  park  at  Shawangunk,  10,000  musket  cartridges, 
properly  filled  with  powder  and  ball,  agreeably  lo  the  re- 
quest of  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

Ordered,  That  i\Ir.  Sheriff  Dumont  be  requested  to 
cause  those  of  the  prisoners  of  the  Fleet  prison  who  were 
left  sick,  to  be  removed  to  Kingston  jail,  and  that  the  jailer 
provide  them  wiih  provisions  as  usual. 

A  letter  from  Zephaniah  Piatt,  Esquire,  dated  yesterday, 
was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  an  answer  to  Mr. 
Plait's  Icllcr,  thanking  him  for  his  exertions  and  vigilance, 
and  informing  him  that  this  Council  highly  approve  of  his 
conduct. 

A  letter  from  Egbert  Benson,  Esqr.  dated  yesterday, 
relative  to  billeting  the  troops  of  lighthorse  from  Connec- 
ticut, was  read. 

An  answer  thereto  was  read  and  agreed  to  in  the  words 
following ; 

"  Ordered,  That  Capt.  Salsbury  do,  with  his  troop  of 
lighthorse,  immediately  repair  to  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor's Head-Quarters,  near  New-Windsor,  leaving  ten, 
besides  those  stationed  between  this  place  and  Albany,  for 
the  purpose  of  express  riders." 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Capt.  Salsbury,  on  account,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  pay  the  contingent  charges  and  the  wages  of  his 
company  of  lighthorse. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Lasher  send  to  the  artillery  park, 
Sliawangunck,  one  keg  of  flints,  agreeably  lo  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor's  request. 
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Monday  Afternoon,  October  13,  1777. 

PnESENT — Col.  Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Presidt. 
Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr. 
£  Clark,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Floyd. 

Resolved,  That  Col.  Paulding  be  and  is  hereby  autho- 
rized and  directed  forthwith  to  order  out  a  captain's  guard 
of  the  militia  under  his  command,  to  guard  the  records 
and  public  stores  at  Rochester,  agreeably  to  such  direc- 
tions as  shall  be  given  them  by  Hendrecus  Hornbeck,  Jo- 
hannes G.  Hardenburgh  and  Comfort  bands,  Esqrs.  or 
any  two  of  ihem. 


TUESDAY  MORNING, 

October  14,  1777. 

Present — Col.  Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Prest. 

Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Morris.  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Kowan,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Li- 
Tingston. 

A  letter  from  Leonard  Gansevoort,  Esqr.  dated  this  day, 
was  received  and  read. 

The  same  was  immediately  taken  into  consideration ; 
and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  records  and  papers  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Albany  be  not  delivered  to  Leonard  Ganse- 
Toort,  Esqr. 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  October  14,  1777. 
Present — Col.  Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Fred. 

Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Pauldins;,  Mr.  Eowan,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Van 
Zandt,  Mr  Floyd,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Duns- 
comb,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Clark. 

The  petition  of  Cadwallader  Golden,  praying  to  be  par- 
doned for  the  breach  of  his  parol,  was  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

Ocloher  15,  1777. 

Present — Col.  Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  President. 
Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Banker,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr. 
Van  Zaadt,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Rowan. 

Ordtred,  That  the  keeper  of  the  jail  of  Kingston  pro- 
vide subsistence  for  such  of  the  Stale  prisoners  in  the  said 
jail  as  are  not  able  to  provide  for  themselves,  at  t|ie  cheap- 
est rate  possible. 

Wednesday  Evening,  at  C.  Elmendorfs  Tavern, 

October  15,  1777. 

Present — Col.  Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  President. 

Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Parks 
Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Eowan,  Mr.  Harper,  iVIr.  Pawlin?,  Mr! 
Morris.  " 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Roos  and  Jacob  Elmendorf  be 
authorized  and  required  lo  procure,  by  impressment  or 
otherwise,  24  wagons  sviih  horses,  to  remove  the  military 
stores. 

A  letter  from  John  Barclay,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  Albany  was  received  and  read,  containing  an 
account  of  the  capitulation  of  Genl.  Burgoyne  and  his 
army. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Ber- 
nardiis  Hallenbeeck,  the  bearer  of  the  said  letter,  the  sum 
of  fifty  dollars. 


DIE  SOLIS,  10  no  a.  m. 

October  19,  1777. 

The  Council  met  at  the  house  of  Andrew  Oliver,  at 
Marble  Town. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr  Harper,  Mr.  Yates.  Mr 
P4wling,  .Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr,  Wisner,  Mr.  Dunscomb. 


Captain  Ebenezer  Woodhull,  of  the  Orange  county 
troop  of  horse,  applied  to  the  Council  for  a  sum  of  money 
to  be  advanced  to  him  on  account  for  the  subsistence  of  the 
horse  of  his  troop  now  in  service  vvuh  the  Conlinenlal 
troops  under  the  command  of  His  E.xcellency  George  Clin- 
ton. 

Ordered,  That  the  Vice-Treasurer  of  ihe  Si:itc  advance 
to  Captain  Ebenezer  Woodhull,  on  account  of  ihc  p.iy  and 
subsistence  due  to  his  troop,  the  sum  of  five  huiulrcd  dol- 
lars, taking  his  receipt  lor  the  same  ;  and  thai  he  cl)ar"-e 
the  said  five  hundred  dolhirs  to  Continental  account. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  town  of  Hiirlcv,  be 
authorized  to  take  means  and  give  order  for  furmshini; 
subsistence  to  Mrs.  Murray,  and  Talje,  the  wito  of 
Sa.xon,  until  they  respectively  are  able  to  labour  for 
their  subsistence,  or  uniil  further  order. 

Ordered,  That  Isaac  Van  Vieck  be  discharged  from  his 
parol  or  further  confinement,  and  permilted  lo  goal  hngc. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  lliat  the  imilatlo  man  named 
James  Sluyler,  now  in  confinement,  be  and  is  hereby  par- 
doned all  his  past  offences  and  discharged. 

Ordered,  'I'hat  John  Van  VVagenen,  Junr.  be  bronolit 
to  appear  personally  before  this  committee  at  ten  o'clock 
lo-morrow  motning. 

Whereas  the  laie  destruction  of  the  town  of  Kingston, 
and  avast  number  of  dwelling  houses,  improvemenis,  srain 
and  fodder,  on  each  side  of  Hudson's  river,  by  a  cruc!,  in- 
human and  merciless  enemy,  has  deprived  many  persons 
and  families,  the  good  subjects  of  this  Slate,  of  slielier  and 
subsistence  for  themselves  and  iheir  callle — calamities 
which,  by  the  blessing  of  God  on  the  fruits  of  this  land, 
those  who  have  not  shared  in  so  uncommon  a  misfortune, 
are  enabled,  in  a  great  measure,  to  relieve. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  most 
earnestly  recommended  lo  the  several  and  respective  uene- 
ral  and  district  cominiitees  of  the  couiiiies  of  Ulster, 
Dutchess,  Orange  and  Westchester,  to  mnke  or  cau.se  to 
be  made  a  proper  and  proportionate  dislribuiion  uf  the 
aforesaid  disiressed  persons  and  lamiiies,  and  their  c.ittle, 
to  the  end  tliat  they  may  all  be  provided  for,  as  ihe  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  will  permit;  and  it  is  hereby 
most  strenuously  urged  on  all  ihose  who  have  not  shared 
with  them  in  their  afflictions,  to  receive  ihe  aforesaid  per- 
sons, families  and  cattle,  and  furnish  them  willi  shelter  and 
subsistence  at  a  moderate  rale. 

The  Council  adjourned  until  to-morrow  ten  o'clock. 


DIE  LUNiE,  10  no.  a.  m. 

October  20,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Corllandt,  Esquire,  President. 

Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Scolt.  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr. 
Dunscomb,  Mr.  Bancker,  Wr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Schoonma- 
ker,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  E.  Clarke. 

Resolvkd  and  Ordered,  That  Richardson  Thurman  be, 
and  is  hereby,  discharged  from  his  parol,  and  permitted  to 
return  home,  and  to  join  llie  miliiia  at  his  pleasure. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  'Hvdl  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor, at  his  discretion,  enlist,  or  cause  to  be  cnli.-ted, 
into  any  of  the  Conlinenlal  regiments  raised  in  this  State, 
any  of  liie  Stale  prisoners  now  under  guard,  who  may 
ciioose  to  enlist  into  the  Continental  service. 

John  Van  Wagenen,  Junr.  being  called  before  the  Coun- 
cil and  examined  : 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  he  be  discharged  on  his 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  Slate,  and  on  his  father, 
A.ert  Van  Wagenen,  bcmg  bound  for  his  uood  heliaviour  in 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds.  The  said  .iohn  Van  Wa- 
genen, Junr.  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  gave  security 
accordingly. 

1     Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  advance  to 
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John  Holt,  printer,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  on 
account. 

Resolved,  That  the  Legislature  of  this  State  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  funlier  adjourned  till  the  first  day  of 
December  next,  unless  sooner  convened  by  His  Excellency 
the  Governor. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  a  letter  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  requcsling  him  to  order  three  of  the 
lighlhorsemen  to  attend  this  Council  ai  9  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning,  and  so  on  dmly,  to  convey  intelligence  to  the  Go- 
vernor, and  such  other  matters  of  business  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary. 

Sheriff  Dumond,  attending  at  the  door,  was  admitted  ; 
informs  that  Henry  I'lanck,  David  Edwards  and  William 
Rustin  have  enlisted  in  Colonel  Duboys's  regiment  m  the 
Continental  service. 

Whereas  ihe  unexpected  passage  of  the  enemy  through 
Hudson's  river  into  the  interior  parts  ot  this  State,  occa- 
sioned by  the  loss  of  Fort  Alontgomerie,  has  rendered  it 
necessary  further  and  more  etfecuially  to  enforce  the  obe- 
dience of  the  militia  to  their  commanding  officers,  as  well 
on  detachments  as  when  the  whole  corps  of  any  brigade, 
regiment  or  company  is  ordered  out  to  actual  service  : 
And  whereas  before,  as  well  as  in  the  present  emergency, 
many  of  the  militia  have  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  their 
duty:  some,  in  not  joining  the  detachment  or  corps  to 
which  they  belonged,  when  called  out  on  such  services 
aforesaid ;  and  others,  in  deserting  from  the  same  before 
the  expiration  of  their  respective  times  of  services  ;  for 
remedy  thereof,  it  is  theretorc  hereby 

Resolved,  That  in  future  every  olHcer,  or  private,  be- 
longing to  any  corps  of  militia  of  this  State,  vvlio,  having 
been  duly  warned  into  actual  service  as  aforesaid,  shall  not 
attend  at  the  time  and  pi, ice  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
according  to  the  former  rci;iilations  esliiblished  for  the  mili- 
tia of  this  Stale,  or  having  so  attended,  shall  depart  without 
leave  of  his  commandinn;  otHcer,  or  shall  in  any  wise,  dur- 
ing the  lime  of  the  continuance  of  the  service  for  wliich  he 
shall  so  have  been  called  out.  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  his 
duty,  or  obey  the  orders  of  his  superior  officer,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  for  every  such  olTcnce  such  sum  of  money,  not 
exceeding  the  sum  of  thirtv  pounds,  as  his  commanding 
officer  shall,  in  his  discretion,  judge  prof)er  to  be  levied  in 
the  manner  hereinafier  directed,  and  equally  divided  among 
the  several  non-commiss loncd  officers  and  privates  of  the 
detachment  or  corps  to  which  the  delinquent  shall  belong  ; 
and  it  is  hereby  further, 

Resolved,  That  every  such  fine  or  forfeiture  shall  be 
levied  on  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  offender,  and  that 
for  want  of  sucli  goods  and  chancls  the  offender  shall  be 
committed  to  the  common  jail  oi  the  county  wherein  t!ie 
offence  shall  have  been  cuinmilled,  and  for  want  of  such 
common  jail,  to  the  common  jail  of  the  county  next  adja- 
cent.   And  for  that  purpusc,  it  is  further 

Resolved,  That  such  commanding  officer  as  aforesaid 
shall  issue  his  warrant  in  writing  under  his  hand,  directed 
to  any  sergeant  under  his  command,  and  expressing  therein 
the  offence,  and  commanding  hiin  lo  make  such  levy  as 
aforesaid  ;  and  for  want  of  such  goods  and  chattels,  to  ap- 
prehend the  offender  and  convey  him  to  such  common  jail 
as  aforesaid  ;  and  that  every  keeper  of  such  common  jail 
shall  and  is  hereby  required  to  keep  the  offender  in  safe 
and  secure  cusindy  in  the  same  until  he  shall  have  paid 
such  fine  or  forfeiture  as  aforesaid. 

Council  adjourned  until  len  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  MARTIS.  10  HO.  a.  m. 

Ocloher  21,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PiESENT— Pierre  Van  C'irtlanJt,  Esqr.  Prcvlenl. 
Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Rnnckcr,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr. 
Duascomb,  Mr.  Snyder,  Air.  Floyd,  iVlr.  E.  Clarke,  .Mr.  Webster. 


A  letter  from  Jacob  Cuyler,  Esqr.  dated  at  Albany,  the 
seventeenth  instant,  declining  lo  furnish  the  troops  under 
the  coinmand  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  with  provi- 
sions, as  being  out  of  Ins  department,  was  read. 

Ordered,  'I'hat  the  President  enclose  it  in  a  letter  to 
His  E.xcellency  the  Governor  by  one  ot  the  troopers. 

Whereas  this  Council  did  lately  order  the  sum  of  twen- 
ty-five pounds  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Pettit  on  account: 
And  whereas  the  said  'I'homas  Pettit  is  lately  gone  with 
the  enemy,  leaving  creditors  to  whom  he  is  indebted  ; 
therefore, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  do  not  pay  or  discharge 
the  said  order  of  twenty-five  pounds  on  account. 

Mr.  Cadwallader  Coiden  delivered  a  letter  from  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  informing  the  Council  that  Mr. 
Coiden  had  applied  to  him,  and  that  he  referred  his  case 
to  Council,  which  was  read,  and  is  filed. 

-Mr.  Coiden  being  admitted,  declares  himself  bound  by 
his  former  oalhs  ot  allegiance  lo  the  King  of  Great  Britain  ; 
is  willing  to  go  lo  any  place  upon  his  parol,  and  would 
wish  to  be  considered  as  a  prisoner  to  the  Slate.  Mr. 
Coiden  withdrew.  Mr.  Coiden  being  called  in  again,  the 
Council  informed  liim  that  they  expect  an  explicit  answer 
to  the  tollowing  question,  to  wit : 

Do  you,  in  the  presence  of  this  Council,  acknowledge 
yourself  to  be  a  faithful  and  true  subject  to  the  free  and 
independent  State  of  New-York,  or  a  subject  of  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain  ? 

Mr.  Coiden  was  then  informed  that  it  was  the  intent  of 
the  Council  that  he  should  answer  freely,  and  lli.it  they 
meant  not  to  put  it  in  his  power  to  say  hereafter  that  his 
answer  was  the  effect  of  compulsion  ;  that  if  he  should 
insist  on  being  considered  in  a  slate  of  neutrality,  no  such 
state  of  neutrality  can  be  known  by  this  Council  ;  and  that 
by  such  declaration,  he  will  be  considered  as  a  subject  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Coiden  requested  time  lo  consider  of  the  said  ques- 
tion and  deliver  in  his  answer,  which  was  accordingly  given 
him  until  thiee  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Mr.  Coiden  having  delivered  in  his  answer  to  the  said 
question,  the  same  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  lo  wit  : 

"  I  shall  ever  look  upon  myself  lobe  a  faithful  and  true 
subject  to  that  State  from  which  I  receive  protection  ;  and 
though  I  am  bound  by  my  oath  of  allegiance  to  be  a  sub- 
ject of  the  King  of  Gicat  Britain,  yet  as  that  pail  of  ihc 
Province  of  New-York  in  which  I  reside  is  now  under  an 
independent  government,  entitled  the  State  of  New-Y'ork, 
I  do  hereljy  promise  lo  be  a  true  and  faithful  subject  to  the 
government  of  the  said  Stale,  so  long  as  it  shall  remain  an 
independent  State  and  I  reside  therein. 

"  CADVV.\LLADER  COLDEN.  " 

"Marble  Town,  October  2iit,  1777." 

The  same  being  read,  Mr.  Coiden  withdrew  ;  and  the 
same  being  again  read. 

Resolved,  That  Catlwallader  Coiden  clearly  appears,  by 
his  answer,  to  be  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
now  at  open  war  with  the  United  Slates  of  North  America. 

'iV.e  said  Cadwallader  Coklen  being  called  in  and  i.n- 
formed  of  the  determination  of  the  Council,  requested  to 
be  sufio'red  to  continue  in  Ulster  county  on  liis  parol. 

Resolved,  That  he  be  kept  a  fn-isoncr  on  his  parol  at  the 
house  of  Jacobus  Ilardenbergh,  in  Huily,  and  that  he  be 
confined  to  the  said  house  ot  ihe  said  Jacobus  Harden- 
bergh,  and  that  fiart  of  the  lot  of  ground  thereunto  belong- 
ing which  lies  on  the  norih  side  of  the  public  road. 

The  said  Cadwallader  Coiden  then  gave  and  subscribed 
in  writing  a  parol  in  the  words  following,  lo  wit : 

"I,  Cadwallader  Coiden,  admitted  by  the  Council  of 
Safety  of  the  State  of  New-York,  to  be  a  prisoner  to  the 
said  State,  upon  rny  parol  of  honour,  at  the  iiousc  of  Jaco- 
bus Haidenheruli,  in  Hurly,  to  be  confined  lo  the  said 
house  and  that  part  of  liic  lot  of  ground  thereunto  belong- 
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injT  which  lies  on  the  north  side  of  the  public  road,  do 
hcrtby  solemnly  engage,  upon  my  parol  of  honour,  to  be 
a  true  prisoner  lo  the  said  State,  upon  ilie  terms  and  wiihin 
the  bounds  above  mentioned,  and  not  lo  depart  from  llic 
tame  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  without  the  permission 
of  ihe  said  Council  of  Safely  for  the  said  Slate  ;  and  that 
a!>  such  prisoner,  I  will  deliver  myself  up  to  the  said  Coun- 
cil whenever  required. 

Dated  this  twenty-first  day  of  October,  1777. 

"CADVVALLADEK  COLDEN." 

The  same  engagement  of  the  said  Cadwallader  Colden 
was  filed. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10 
o'clock. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

October  22.  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pbesent — Pierre  Van  Corllandl,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Scolt,  Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Mr  Dunscomb,  iNIr.  Bancker,  Mr. 
Tales,  Mr.  Fioyd,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  E.  Clark,  Mr.  Harper. 

Resolved,  That  Gonverneur  Morris,  Esqr.  be  and  is  here- 
by requested  immediately  to  repair  to  Congress,  to  relieve 
Mr.  Duane  ;  and  that  3Ir.  Duane  immediately  on  Mr.  Mor- 
ris's arrival  at  Congress,  have  leave  of  absence  until  fur- 
ther order. 

Ordered,  That  certified  copies  of  the  aforegoing  resolu- 
tion, and  of  the  last  appointment  of  the  Delegates  in  Con- 
gress to  represent  this  Slate,  be  transmilied  to  the  Dele- 
gates of  this  Slate  now  in  Congress,  in  a  lelier,  reqtiesiing 
them  without  delay  to  transmit  copies  thereof  to  Francis 
Lewis,  Esqr.  who  is  hereby  requested  without  loss  of  time 
to  take  his  seat  in  Congress. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  tlie  Delegates  of  this  State  in  Con- 

f;Tess,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
owing,  to  wit : 

"Uentlemen — This  Council  are  extremely  anxious  to 
have  a  proper  representation  in  Congress,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose have  made  the  resolution  and  order,  copies  whereof 
are  enclosed.  The  Council,  fully  sensible  of  the  neces- 
sity of  gratifying  Mr.  Duane  with  leave  of  absence,  do  not 
desire  to  delay  his  return  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  iVIorris  or 
Mr.  Lewis  at  Congress  ;  in  which  case  we  shall  liave  a 
quorum  of  two,  as  the  concurrent  resolutions  of  the  Senate 
and  Assembly  previous  lo  the  appoiritment  of  the  Dele- 
gates, a  copy  whereof  and  of  ihe  resolutions  are  also  in- 
closed, absoiutelv  require. 

"  The  loss  of  Fort  Monlgomerie,  after  a  gallant  defence, 
and  for  want  of  a  proper  and  seasonable  reinforcement, 
having  opened  Hudson's  river  to  the  enemy,  they  improved 
the  opportunity,  advanced  up  to  Kingston!!  and  on  llie  six- 
teenth inslant  about  two  hours  before  ttie  Governor's  troops, 
who  made  a  forced  march,  could  arrive,  gained  the  Land- 
ing ;  and  faintly  opposed  by  about  150  miluia  only,  march- 
ed immediately  up  to  Kingston,  and  reduced  the  wfiole 
town  lo  ashes.  You  can  easily  conceive  the  consternation 
and  dispersion  of  the  inhabitanls  of  the  town  and  its  envi- 
rons on  this  lamentable  occasion.  Mr.  Livinnston's  family 
being  among  llie  refugees,  it  will  be  impossible  for  him  to 
attend  Congress,  until  things  wear  a  more  settled  aspect  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  and  he  shall  have  properly  pro- 
vided for  his  family.  He  assures  the  Council  ihal  as  scion 
as  this  can  be  effected,  he  will  repair  to  Congress  lo  relieve 
Mr.  Duer. 

"The  enemy  now  lie  opposite  to  Sagherties.  As  their 
design  to  extricate  General  Burgovne  has  proved  abortive, 
"e  apprehend  they  are  wailing  for  orders  from  General 
Clinton,  at  New-York,  respecting  their  further  destination. 
In  their  passage  from  Kinnslon  to  that  place,  they  landed 
and  destroyed  several  buildings  and  improvements  ;  among 
Others  those  of  the  chancellor  and  lus  mother.    The  Go- 


vernor now  lies  with  his  little  army  at  Hurly,  wailing  for 
expected  succors  from  General  (Jaies,  and  detcrmnitid  to 
move  with  the  enemy  in  such  manner  as  will  host  serve  the 
purposes  of  annoying  ihem,  should  they  land,  and  coveniig 
the  country  against  their  further  aiicmpis.  iSolwilhstanding 
the  depredations  of  the  enemy  along  ihc  river,  the  U)tal  re- 
duction of  their  northern  army  allbrds  us  jrrcat  comlort. 
We  wait  impalienily  lor  an  account  of  someihin^  as  deci- 
sive from  the  souihward,  which  will  most  amply  compen- 
sate for  all  our  losses. 

"  We  are  gentlemen,  ice. 
"  Honble.  James  Duane  and  Willm.  Duer, 

Deleijales,  &c." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  siiT'ied 
by  ihc  President,  and  transmilied  to  the  Delegates  ot  ilus 
State  in  Congress. 

The  Council  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  ten 
o'clock. 


DIE  JOVIS,  10  HO,  A.  M. 

October  23,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  lo  adjournment. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  lisqr.  President. 

Mr.  Scotl,  Mr  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Yales,  Mr.  FloyJ,  y.r. 
Harper,  Mr.  Webster. 

The  (."ouncil  took  several  matters  into  consideration, 
and  after  some  time  spent  ihereon  until  past  one  o'clock, 
Adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

October  2A,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Presevt — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  I'ates,  Blr.  Harper.  Mr.  Webster. 

For  the  want  of  a  quorum  to  proceed  on  business,  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow  morning  ten  o'clock. 


DIE  S  ABB  ATI,  10  no.  a.  m. 

October  25,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — William  Floyd,  Esqr.  President  pro  tern. 
Mr.  Bancker,  .Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Pawlinsr,  Mr.  Harper,  iMr.  Webster, 
Mr.  Benson,  iVlr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Mr.  Williams. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Harper, 

Ordtred,  That  William  Frazcr,  William  Cameron, 
William  Read  and  Robert  Gilmore,  be  discharged  from 
itieir  confinement,  and  permitted  lo  return  to  their  respec- 
tive places  of  abode. 

Council  adjourned  until  four  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Die  oABB.iTi,  4  ho.  P.  M.  October  25,  mi. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Presfnt — William  Floyd,  Esqr.  President  pro  temp. 
Mr.  .Scott,  .Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Webster,  .Mr.  Pauling  Mr. 
Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Williams. 

Ordered,  That  John  Henry,  the  commissary  ot  the 
clothing  store,  deliver  to  Captain  Henry  Benson,  for  the 
use  of  ihe  six  men  belonging  to  ihe  sloop  HiiiLson,  twelve 
shirts,  six  over  jackets,  six  under  waistcoats,  six  pair  of 
trousers,  twelve  pair  of  hose,  six  pair  of  shoes  and  one 
pair  of  leather  breeches,  and  to  Captain  Henry  Benson  tor 
his  own  use,  one  over  jacket,  flannel  for  two  under  waist- 
coats, two  pair  of  hose,  two  shins  and  six  yards  ot  linen; 
that  the  said  John  Henry  receive  payment  lor  the  said 
articles  and  credit  the  Stale  in  his  accounts  for  the  amount 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  John  Henry,  the  commissary  of  the 
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clothing  store,  deliver  to  Abraham  B.  Banckcr,  commis- 
sary of  prisoners  in  this  Stale,  for  iiis  own  use,  lliree  pair 
of  hose,  two  pair  of  shoes,  cloth  for  two  waistcoats,  one 
pair  of  overalls,  and  one  pair  of  Icallier  breeches  ;  that 
the  said  Jolin  Henry  receive  payment  for  the  said  articles 
and  credit  the  State  in  liis  accounts  for  the  amount  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  John  Henry,  conuiiissary  of  the  clothing 
store,  deliver  to  John  J.  Myers,  for  his  own  use,  two  shirts, 
cloth  for  a  waistcoat,  and  two  pair  of  hose,  and  that  the 
commissary  deliver  to  the  said  John  J.  Myers  for  his  own 
use,  a  pair  of  leatiier  breeches  in  exchange  for  a  good  pair 
which  he  may  deliver  in  store  ;  that  the  said  John  Henry 
receive  payment  for  the  said  articles,  and  credit  the  State 
in  his  account  for  the  amount  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  advance  to 
Mr.  John  Holt,  printer,  the  further  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds  on  accoiuit,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Major  Tappen  do  sell  and 
dispose  of  the  horses  belongmg  to  this  Slate,  and  render 
an  account  of  the  expenses  that  may  have  accrued  by  their 
maintenance,  and  of  the  nelt  amount  of  the  sales  to  this 
Council.  And 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Holt,  printer,  be  permitted  to 
ride  one  of  the  said  horses  to  Betlilchem  and  return  to 
Marble  Town  with  him  before  ihe  sale  of  such  horse. 

A  letter  from  his  Excellency  Governor  Trumbull,  dated 
at  Hartford,  the  twentieth  instant,  relative  to  the  prisoners 
lately  sent  from  this  State  to  the  State  of  Connecticut,  was 
read  and  filed. 

A  letter  from  Ezekiel  Williams,  commissary  of  prisoners 
for  the  Slate  of  Connecticut,  bearing  the  same  dale  and 
on  the  same  subject,  was  also  read,  and  is  as  follows,  to 
wit : 

"Hartford,  20th  October,  1777. 

"  Hon.  Sir — Considering  the  pre^ellt  difficult  and  dis- 
tressed situation  of  your  Slate,  I  have  received  and  given  my 
receipt  to  Peter  Cantine,  Esqr.  for  about  150  of  your  prison- 
ers, in  full  dependence  that  vnu  w  ill  supply  me  with  flour 
for  their  use  as  soon  as  possible,  or  otiierwise  I  see  not  but 
I  must  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  trusting  ihem  out  at 
large,  or  letting  them  perish  ilierc,  which  latter,  the  feel- 
ings of  humanity  will  not  permit  me  to  do.  The  commis- 
sary-general of  prisoners  havin"  directed  his  agents  here 
only  to  supply  me  with  provisions  tor  the  Continental  pri- 
soners, and  we  have  so  manv  of  them  here,  and  I  hnd 
myself  much  put  to  it  to  get  a  supply  for  those  out  of  them. 
The  meal,  &c.  will  endeavour  to  supply.  Clothing  for 
many  of  them  will  be  also  absolutely  necessary,  which 
cannot  be  supplied  here.  I  pray  also,  as  soon  as  possible 
some  distinction  may  be  made  between  such  as  may  be 
with  any  degree  of  safety  let  out  to  labour  for  their  own 
living,  and  such  as  may  not ;  in  the  interim  1  will  do  the 
best  in  my  power  lo  provide  for  them,  though  I  e.tpect  it 
will  be  with  very  great  ditliculty. 

"  I  am,  sir,  wilh  great  respect  and  esteem, 

"Your  most  obt.  and  very  hum.  serv. 

"EZEKIEL'WILLIAMS, 
"  Commissary  of  Prisoners  for  the 
State  of  Connecticut. 
"To  William  Flotde,  Esqr.  Pres.  kc." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letters  remain  for  consideration. 

A  letter  from  Gouverncur  Morris,  Esqr.  dated  Friday 
morning  the  twenly-fourtli  instant,  was  read,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  vizl : 

"  Sir — I  am  informed  that  I  have  the  order  of  Council 
to  attend  Congress.  From  the  best  information  I  can  col- 
lect, it  is  evident  to  me  that  I  must  expend  more  money 
than  the  public  allowance  amounts  to.  I  do  not  mention 
this  because  the  allowance  is  loo  small,  but  as  I  am  confi- 
dent that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  return  before  the  spring, 
269 


and  as  I  have  already  expended  so  much  in  the  public  ser- 
vice as  to  impair  my  finances,  1  shall  be  glad  if  the  Coun- 
cil will  order  me  an  advance  from  the  treasury. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 
"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servt. 

"GOUVR.  MORRIS. 

"  Friday  morning." 

Oi'dered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Gouverveur  Morris,  Esqr.  one  of  the  delegates  of  this  State 
lo  Congress,  the  sum  ot  five  hundred  dollars  on  account, 
and  take  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

Adjourned  until  Monday  morning  next,  at  ten  o'clock. 


DIE  LUNtE,  10  no  A.  M. 

October  27,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present— Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Harper,  Jlr.  Patvling. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  dated  the  twen- 
ty-fourth instant,  was  read  and  filed.  They  therein  set  forth 
that  they  are  a  considerable  sum  of  money  in  debt,  for  the 
want  of  which  their  credit  suffers  much  ;  and  therefore  re- 
quest the  Council  to  favour  them  wilh  the  loan  of  two 
tliousand  pounds. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to 
make  a  Council,  the  members  present  desired  Mr.  Yates 
to  write  a  letter  to  John  Barclay,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the 
said  committee,  in  answer  to  his  ;  which  was  read,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  lo  wit : 

"  Sir — Yours  of  the  twenty-fourth  instant,  came  to 
hand  now,  (at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.)  when,  with  the  rain  which 
we  have  had  all  day,  we  have  not  a  Board.  The  members 
present  desire  me  to  write  you  tliat  the  State  treasury  is 
very  low,  being  at  considerable  advance  to  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  ;  that  you  try  whether  you  can  not  get  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  you  ask,  advanced  to  you  by 
warrant  from  General  Gales,  out  of  the  loan  office  ;  but 
at  the  same  time  advise  you,  for  the  interest  of  this  State, 
as  well  as  that  of  your  county,  by  all  means  lo  t;et 
your  accounts  properly  slated,  so  that  they  may  be  audited. 
Should  you  not  succeed  wilh  General  Gates,  you  will 
again  write  by  the  first  opportunity,  and  we  suppose  that 
this  Council  will  spare  you  as  much  as  lliey  can. 

"  We  are,  sir,  your  very  hum.  servt." 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  a.  m. 

October  28,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prese.nt — Mr.  Harper,  Mr-  Yates,  Mr.  Scolt. 

For  the  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  pro- 
ceed to  business, 

Adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

October  29,  1777. 
Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PnESENT— Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Pawling,  Mr. 
Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Scott. 

For  want  of  the  quorum  to  proceed  on  business, 
Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  ten  o'clock. 
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PIE  JOVIS,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

Octoler  30,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PicsiiT  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr  Scott,  Mr.  Yates,  Jlr.  Harper.  Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Van  Zandt, 
Bincke'r.  Mr.  Williams. 

for  tlie  want  of  another  member  of  the  quorum,  the 
Council  could  not  make  a  board. 
Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

October  31,  1777. 
Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Peesent— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 
Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Pawling, 
Mr.  Harper,' Mr.  Williams 

For  the  want  of  another  member  of  the  quorum,  the 
Council  could  not  make  a  board. 

Adjourned  until  Monday  morning,  ten  o'clock. 


noon,  in  a  council  of  war,  to  determine  the  measures  most 
proper  to  be  pursued  by  our  army  in  this  quarter ;  what 
ihey  will  be,  is  yet  unknown,  Genl.  Gales  considers  llie 
troops  sent  down  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  as  belonging 
to  his  department.  I  cannot,  itierefore,  dischariic  ihein  ; 
it  is  to  liim  they  must  make  their  application  for  ihis  pur- 
pose. If  they  join  me  they  shall  be  well  su|)]ilicd  with 
provisions,  and  every  other  necessary  in  my  power  to  com- 
mand. We  shall  either  attempt  Mew-York  or  reinforce 
Head-Quarters,  and  between  this  and  15th  rs'ovembcr, 
much  may  be  done. 

"  I  enclose  you  the  last  accounts  from  Head-Quarters, 
which,  though  not  so  well  authenticated  as  I  could  wish, 
I  believe  to  be  true,  and  congratulate  you  on  the  important 
success.    Excuse  great  haste. 

"  Yours,  sincerely, 

"  GEO.  CLINTON. 

"  Honble.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 

Marble  Town." 

The  intelligence  received  from  Head-Quarters  referred 
to  by  His  Excellency  in  his  said  letter,  was  also  read  and 
filed. 

The  Council  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 


DIE  LUNiE,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

November  3,  1777. 
Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pbesent— Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  temp. 
Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Yates,  .Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Van  Zandt, 
Mr.  Snjder. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  dated  the  twenty- 
eighth  ultimo,  relative  to  the  salt  allotted  to  the  county 
of  Albany,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Sloss  Hobart,  dated 
at  Sheron,  the  30lh  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  salt  belong- 
ins  to  this  Slate,  was  read  and  filed. 

The  said  letters  being  iminediaiely  taken  into  conside- 
lation,  the  Council  came  to  the  following  order,  to  wit : 

Whereas  this  Council  has  been  informed  that  great  de- 
lavs  have  happened  in  the  distribution  of  the  salt  which  j 
h.'ts  been  purchased  by  order  of  the  late  Council  of  Safety  I 
of  this  Slate,  whereby  the  good  people  thereof  are  gteally 
aggrieved  : 

Ordered,  therefore.  That  Peter  R.  Livingston  and 
Abraham  Loll,  Esqrs,  appointed  agents  for  the  purchase 
of  the  said  salt,  do  cause  the  same  to  be  lodged,  without 
delay,  at  the  proper  places  of  distribution,  and  immedi- 
ately thereafter  do  account  with  the  Auditor-General  lor 
iheir  aforesaid  agency. 

Ordered,  That  ihe  Secretary  send  copies  of  the  above 
order  to  Peter  R.  Livingston  and  Abraham  P.  Lotl,  Es- 
quires, by  express. 

Ordered,  That  John  Henry,  commissary  of  the  clothing 
store,  deliver  lo  Doctor  James  Oliver  a  pair  of  leather 
breeches,  on  his  paying  for  the  same,  and  that  Mr.  Henry 
credit  the  Slate  for  the  amount. 

A  letter  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  dated  at 
Fishkill,  the  thirty-first  of  October,  was  read,  and  is  as 
follows  lo  wit : 

"  Fishkill,  3Ut  October,  J777,  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 
"  Dear  Sir — I  am  this  moment  favoured  with  yours  of 
yesterday,  with  respect  to  Colo.  Wemple's  and  Living- 
ston's regiments.  I  can  only  say  they  were  ordered  down 
by  Genl.  Gates  lo  reinforce  the  little  army  under  my  com- 
mand, when  the  enemy's  shipping  were  at  Saagcrtys,  to 
enable  me  to  invest  Fort  Montgomery.  The  situation  of 
the  enemy  is  since  very  diflTerent ;  lliey  have  demolished 
and  cvactiated  Fort  Montgomery,  and  all  the  other  posts 
in  the  Highlands,  and  have  drawn  their  whole  force  lo 
New-York,  I  suppose  with  intention  to  reinforce  Howe, 
at  Philadelphia.    I  have  attended  here  since  yesterday 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  a.  m. 

""-       November  A,  1111. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prelent — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tern. 
Mr.  Pawlincj,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Benson,  iMr.  Scott. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Esquire,  in  an- 
swer to  his  received  yesterday,  was  read  and  agreed  to, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt  : 

"  Marble  Town,  November  4,  1777. 

"  Sir — Your  favour  of  the  ihiriieih  ultimo,  was  read 
and  taken  into  consideration  by  the  Council  cf  Safclv.  I 
am  directed,  in  llieir  name,  to  thank  you  for  your  atten- 
tion to  the  article  ot  salt  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  inha- 
biiants  of  this  State.  Your  messenger  left  this  place  be- 
fore we  could  form  a  board  ;  you  will  be  pleased,  there- 
fore, to  pay  him,  and  charge  the  same  lo  the  State. 

"  By  the  enclosed  order,  you  will  see  the  steps  taken 
relative  to  the  conveyance  of  the  salt  to  the  places  of  dis- 
tribution, and  the  Council  request  your  furiiier  aid  in  for- 
warding that  business. 

"  I  am,  with  respect,  sir, 

"  Your  most,  obedt.  servt. 
"  To  the  Honble.  John  Sloss  Hobart." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

The  petition  of  Philemon  Ilalsted,  offering  lo  take  an 
oath  of  allegiance  lo  the  State,  and  praying  lo  be  discharg- 
ed, was  read,  and  the  said  Pliilmon  Halstead  was  called  in 
and  heard,  and  then  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  Philemon  Halstead  be  dischartred  on 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  Stale  ;  and  he  volun- 
tarily took  and  subscribed  the  following  oath,  vizi : 

'•  I,  Philemon  Halstead,  of  Rye,  in  Weslchester  county, 
yeoman,  do  solemnly  swear,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty 
God,  that  I  will  bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  lo  the  State 
of  New-York,  and  in  all  things  do  my  duly  as  a  good  and 
faithful  subject  of  the  said  Slate,  so  help  me  God. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  give  a  certificate  to  the 
said  Philemon  Halsied,  that  he  has  taken  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  Stale,  is  discliarged  and  restored  to  ilie  rights 
of  a  citizen. 

Mr.  Yates  obtained  leave  of  absence  and  departed. 
Adjourned  until  this  afternoon  4  o'clock. 
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Die  Martis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  November  4,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Evert  Banckcr,  Esqr.  President  ji'o  ion- 
Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr. 
Van  Zandt. 

Resolved,  That  Gerard  Bancker,  Esqr.  Vice-Treasurer 
of  this  JSldte,  discharge  the  principal  and  interest  due  on  a 
bond  for  four  hundred  pounds  from  Mr.  Snyder,  iMr. 
Schoonmaker,  Mr.  Landon  and  Mr.  Benson,  members  of 
this  Council,  to  Abraham  Hasbrouck,  Esquire,  moneys 
taken  at  interest  for  tiie  use  of  tlie  commissioners  for  con- 
spiracies, &c.  agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  this  board  of 
the  eiglilh  of  October  last ;  that  tlie  said  Vice-Treasurer 
charge  the  said  conunissioners  with  the  principal  sum,  and 
this  State  with  whatever  he  may  pav  for  the  interest  due 
on  the  said  bond. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Henry,  commissary  of  cloth- 
ing, deliver  to  John  Dogherty,  a  disabled  soldier  of  Colo- 
nel Van  Schaick's  regiment  in  the  Continental  service,  one 
waistcoat,  two  shirts,  two  pair  of  stockings,  one  pair  of 
breeches,  and  one  pair  of  shoes,  the  amount  of  which  is  to 
be  repaid  by  the  said  Dougherty,  out  of  his  half  pay  from 
the  Continent,  whenever  he  shall  receive  the  same. 

Whereas  Colonel  Pawling  by  a  resolution  of  this  Board, 
passed  the  thirteenth  ultimo,  was  autiiorized  and  directed 
to  order  a  captain's  guard,  out  of  the  militia  under  his  com- 
mand, to  guard  the  records  and  public  stores  at  Rochester, 
agreeably  to  such  directions  as  were  to  be  given  them  by 
Hendrickus  Hornebeck,  Johannes  G.  Hardenbergh  and 
Comfort  Sands,  Esquires,  or  any  two  of  them  ;  and  as  it 
is  the  opinion  of  this  Council  that  a  subaltern  officer's 
guard  is  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  the  said 
records  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Colonel  Pawling  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  forthwith  to  order  out  a 
guard  consisting  of  one  subaltern,  one  sergeant,  one  corpo- 
ral, and  twelve  privates,  of  the  militia  under  his  command, 
to  guard  the  said  records  and  public  stores  at  Rochester 
aforesaid,  agreeably  to  such  directions  as  shall  be  given 
by  the  said  Hendrickus  Hornbeck,  Johannes  G.  Harden- 
bergh and  Comfort  Sands,  Esquires,  or  any  two  of  them. 

Council  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  ten  o'clock. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

November  5,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tern. 
Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Pawling,  JMr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Benson 
Mr.  Harper. 

Copy  of  the  draft  of  a  letter  from  the  Council  of  Safety 
of  the  Slate  of  New-York,  to  the  Honourable  Congress  of 
the  United  American  Stales,  read  and  approved  iN'ovr.  5, 
1777: 

"  Sir — The  attention  with  which  the  Represenlalives  of 
this  distressed  Slate  have  hitherto  been  honoured  by  Con- 
gress, induces  us  again  to  apply  to  tliein,  and  to  suggest 
measures  to  their  consideration,  in  which  not  only  we  but 
all  America  are  materially  interested. 

"  The  loss  of  Fort  Moiiigomery  having  admitted  the 
enemy  into  the  heart  of  our  country,  they  liave  made  it,  as 
they  have  every  other  territory  into  which  they  iiavc  unex- 
pectedly penetrated,  the  theatre  of  more  than  barbarian 
inhumanity.  Encouraged  by  our  forbearance,  on  their  vio- 
lation of  those  rules  according  to  which  civilized  nations 
usually  prosecute  wars,  llioy  have  set  no  bounds  to  liieir 
cruelty :  mills,  stores,  barns,  houses,  churches,  and  de- 
fenceless towns,  have  been  wrapped  in  one  common  flame  ; 
even  inoffensive  wretchedness  and  penury  iiave  not  been 
Bufficieni  to  avert  the  violence  of  this  savage  and  embitter- 
ed enemy.  The  same  brutal  tragedy,  blackened  by  the 
cool  murders  of  unarmed  men  and  helpless  women  and 


children,  has  been  acted  in  the  northern  part  of  this  State, 
where  Genl.  Burgoyne  marked  his  retreat  with  devastation 
and  fire.  While,  sir,  tlie  river  affords  a  passage  to  the 
enemy,  neither  the  bravery  of  our  inhabitants,  nor,  what  is 
more,  the  united  arms  of  the  whole  Continent,  can  prevent 
their  incursions.  Whatever  force  we  may  be  able  to  col- 
lect, a  lew  hours  will  carry  the  foe  beyond  its  reach,  and, 
having  perpetrated  their  barbarities,  they  will  find  a  secure 
asylum  in  their  ships. 

"  It  is  from  Congress,  sir,  that  we  expect  relief ;  the 
means  are  in  their  hands,  if  scruples,  ill  suited,  in  our  opi- 
nion, to  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  and  reprobated 
by  the  conduct  of  the  enemy,  do  not  prevent  the  use  of 
them.  Genl.  Burgoyne  and  his  army  are  valuable  iuibi,ir;es 
for  the  future  good  behaviour  of  the  enemy,  bliould  we 
permit  them  to  depart,  may  we  not  have  reason  to  fear  the 
imprecations  of  those  who  are  already  ruined  by  their  rava- 
ges, and  that  we  may  be  judged  by  the  laudable  jealousy 
of  tiie  lories,  as  accessory  lo  future  devastations  by  the 
Britisli  army  ?  We  know,  sir,  that  treaties  are  sacred, 
and  God  forbid  that  those  with  whom  we  contend  should, 
in  violating  them,  be  justified  by  our  example.  But  they 
profess  to  believe  that  no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with  those  they 
call  rebels  ;  and  we  iiave  liitle  doubt  tlial  Genl.  Biirgoyne's 
army  will  consider  themselves  as  released  from  their  en- 
gagements, the  moment  they  quit  the  port  of  Boston.  I'or 
a  breach  of  their  convention  lliey  will  not  need  pretences, 
if  an  open  avowal  of  their  principles  should  not  render  all 
pretences  unnecessary,  may  they  not  allege  that  we  have 
broke  faith  with  them  in  the  alfair  of  the  Cedars,  and  in 
the  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  ?  However  this 
may  he,  shall  we  hesitate  about  the  part  that  we  oiifjht  to 
take,  when,  happily,  they  have  furnished  us  with  just  and 
solid  reasons  for  considering  the  convention  as  nullified  by 
their  own  acts.  All  treaties,  sir,  ought  by  the  contracting 
parties  to  be  executed,  not  only  in  conforinity  to  their  letter, 
but  according  to  their  true  spirit,  intent  and  meaning  ;  and 
more  particularly  so,  those  which  are  capitulatory  in  their 
nature,  because  being  formed  inter  arma,  they  admit  not  of 
that  leclinical  precision  which  may  be  justly  expected  in  all 
oilier  treaties.  The  apparent  scope  of  the  convenlion  in 
question,  is  to  secure  a  free  and  undisturbed  return  of  the 
British  army,  commanded  by  Genl.  Burgoyne,  to  Great 
Britain  and  Canada,  entirely  disarmed  and  divested  of 
every  thing  but  their  personal  baggage  and  the  mean.s  of 
carrying  it;  and  incapacitated  lo  serve  in  America  during 
the  present  war.  This  appears  most  manifcsily  from  tiie 
2d  and  6lh  articles  ;  and  hence  it  follows,  that,  according 
to  good  faith,  all  provisions,  arms,  artillery,  stores  and  en- 
signs of  war,  tents,  public  cqiiipa2e,  and  the  miliiary  chest 
ought  to  have  been  delivered  lo  us.  But  of  all  these,  sir, 
what  have  we  received  ?  The  arms  delivered  up  are  by 
no  means  proportioned  to  the  number  of  men,  of  which 
tiieir  army  consisted,  without  estimating  spare  arms,  of 
which  there  is  reason  to  believe  they  had  a  considerable 
quantity  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the  disaffected  ;  and  many 
of  those  given  i'^  were  purposely  injured.  The  standards 
and  military  chest  are  either  destroyed  or  secreted  ;  the 
tents  burned,  and  only  a  part  of  those  immense  stores 
which  they  possessed,  has  come  to  our  hands.  Upon  a 
more  minute  inquiry,  more  important  infractions  may  pro- 
bably be  discovered.  If  the  infractions  we  have  alleged 
are  not  sufficient,  in  the  judgment  of  Congress,  to  nullify 
the  convenlion,  we  wish  such  inquiry  may  be  made.  In 
the  mean  while  we  would  beg  leave  to  ask,  whether  it  is 
not  highly  imprudent  to  leave  between  4  and  5,000  men, 
with  their  officers  at  tlieir  head,  so  near  the  scacoast  as 
Boston,  especially  while  the  enemy's  troops  are  at  Rhode 
Island  ?  or  when,  after  embarkation,  the  prisoners  of  war 
may  reinforce  the  enemy  in  New-York,  or  Pennsylvania, 
or,  with  new  supplies,  make  fresh  inroads  into  this,  or  some 
neighbouring  State  !  ^^  e  would,  therefore,  beg  leave  to 
hint  that  it  may  not  be  improper  for  Congress  to  retard  the 
embarkation  of  General  Burgoyne  and  his  troops,  until  full 


-nil         .i'.i'j ;  1  Ijoi/Vjiji  ii. 


■!•.■  ..  ■jikij  ..III  ,l>ojfo>/.'s>     y>  a-Mi-.w;.  j  -01 

-  ;.•       -..'.K  •••••••  ••    'i       Jifl'L-V.  v,;;  iilj  I 


"■  ■■^  '  .A  .OH  Of  -  if! 


>;:-.::V'.i  «•:-:(  r)3M.-!  /ra.'fif;?)*  I'liv        !  "a'J-' 


(1  l.n'U; 


1016 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 


•         j,e  made  whether  he  has  honestly  performed  his 

Mfl'of  1'"=  Convention.  ,  .     ,  „  ,  , 

"  \Vc  have  spoken,  sir,  with  freedom  ;  our  all  depends 
it.  We  must  either  bring  the  enemy  to  deal  with 
"f'upoii  equal  terms,  or  we  must  give  up  the  contest.  If 
fetter  ourselves  with  treaties,  while  they  disregard  all 
laws,  holh  human  and  divine,  we  forge  our  own  chains  ; 
jnd  like  the  apocryphal  hero,  prefer  death  and  the  ruin  of 
our  country,  to  the  breach  of  ceremonies,  which  our  adver- 
saries contemn.  We  liave  long  burne  with  their  inhuma- 
nity ;  our  threats  of  retaliation  iiave  been  liuherio  consider- 
ed as  idle  words  ;  and  it  is  lime  to  give  them  etiicacy  ;  the 
juncture  is  favourable.  A  brave  people  should  dare  to  exe- 
cute what  they  have  thought  it  just  to  threaten. 

"  We  beg  leave  to  inform  Congress  that  this  State  is 
nearly  exhausted  ;  that  it  is  equally  drained  of  men  and 
money  ;  that  our  lands  must  shortly  remain  uncultivated, 
unless  we  can  obtain  more  security  in  our  possessions. 
As  Conf^ress  can  not  but  know  tliat  this  State  is  in  some 
ineasure^the  key  of  America,  they  will  doubtless  take  the 
necessary  steps  for  the  defence  of  Hudson's  river,  and 
order  proper  works  to  be  erected  during  the  winter,  under 
the  direction  of  some  able  engineer,  whom  we  will  assist 
as  far  as  our  situation  will  admit ;  though  we  beg  not  to 
be  considered  as  principals  in  the  business.  And  as  with 
the  demolition  of  our  fortresses  in  the  Highlands,  we  have 
lost  all  our  artillery  which  had  been  devoted  to  the  defence 
of  that  important  pass,  we  submit  it  to  Congress  whether 
they  should  not  authorize  us  to  repair  the  loss  while  the 
furnace  at  Salisbury  is  still  in  blast. 

"  We  are,  with  great  respect,  &c. 
"  To  Honble.  John  Hakcock,  Esqr.  Presiiit.  kc." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  same  be  signed  by  the 
President,  and  transmitted  by  express  to  our  Delegates  at 
Congress  for  their  perusal,  and  that  they  be  requested  to 
seal  and  present  it  to  the  Honourable  Congress  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Council  adjourned  until  the  afternoon  4  o'clock. 

Die  Mercurii,  4  ho.  P.  M.  November  5,  1777. 

Present — F.vert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  temp. 
Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Benson, 
Mr.  Harper. 

Ordered,  That  Cadwallader  Colden,  Esqr.  and  Roeloff 
Ellinge  be  forlhwiih  conveyed  by  a  sergeant  to  b6  appoint- 
ed by  Colonel  Snvder,  to  the  Nine  Partners,  in  Dutchess 
county,  and  there  delivered  to  the  care  of  Messrs.  Enos 
Thompson,  Ezra  Thompson  and  IMatthias  B.  Miller,  or  any 
two  of  them,  who  are  hereby  requested  to  place  them  in 
the  house  of  sotne  well  known  friend  to  the  American 
cause,  and  to  see  that  they  respectively  comply  with  the 
terms  of  the  parol,  a  copy  whereof  is  herewith  sent,  until 
the  further  order  of  this  Council,  or  of  the  Legislature  of 
this  Slate,  and  that  the  said  three  gentlemen,  or  any  of 
them,  take  such  parol  from  the  said  prisoners  respectively. 

Ordered,  That  Alexander  Robertson,  Charles  Gray, 
Robert  McGuire,  Duncan  Campbell  and  John  Johnston, 
State  prisoners  now  in  confinement,  be  forthwith  conveyed 
to  the  city  of  Albany  and  delivered  to  the  committee  of  the 
Baid  city,  who  are  hereby  requested  to  commit  them  to  jail 
in  safe  custody,  and  support  them  at  the  public  expense 
until  the  further  order  of  this  Council,  or  the  Legislature 
of  this  Stale,  unless  the  said  committee  shall,  upon  due  iu- 
Quiry  into  their  cases,  think  proper  otherwise  to  dispose  of 
tnem  ;  and  that  the  said  prisoners  be  conveyed  in  irons  to 
Albany  by  water,  and  delivered  to  the  said  commiuee,  under 
the  care  of  Lieutenant  Duboys,  with  a  guard  ot  four  men. 

Resolved,  That  Lieutenant  Angus  McDnnald.  a  prisoner 
of  War,  he  permitted  to  proceed  to  Albany  under  his  present 
parol,  and  that  he  continue  within  the  said  cily,  on  his  said 
parol,  until  further  order  of  ihis  Council,  or  the  Legislature 
of  this  State,  imless  he  shall  sooner  be  discharged  from  his 
said  parol  ori  exchange,  by  Major-General  Gates,  or  the 


commanding  officer  of  the  Continental  army  in  the  northern 
department. 

A  letter  from  John  Cruger,  Esqr.  dated  at  Kinderhook. 
November  the  second,  1777,  directed  to  this  Council,  and 
requesting  a  pass  for  himsell,  his  sister  and  family  to  return 
to  the  cily  of  New- York,  with  his  furniture,  was  read  and 
filed. 

Resolved,  That  this  Council  has  no  objection  to  Ins  ap- 
plication, as  far  as  concerns  himself,  his  sister  and  lurni- 
lure,  his  plate  excepted,  if  he  can  obtain  the  necessary 
passes  at  the  different  posts  between  Kinderhook  and  the 
city  of  New-York  :  Provided  always,  that  ihis  resolve  shall 
not  be  construed  to  exempt  him  from  any  forfeitures  which 
he  may  incur  by  his  voluntarily  going  over  to  the  enemy. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 


DIE  JOVIS,  9  HO.  A.  M. 

November  6,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Jlr.  Benson,  Colo.  Pawling,  Colo,  t^nj- 
der,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  ibchoonmaker. 

On  account  of  the  badness  of  the  weather  preveniing  the 
members  from  meeting  to  make  a  quorum. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

November  7, 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Eancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  temp. 
Mr.  Scolt,  Mr.  Snyder,  .Mr.  Pawling,  .Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr. 
Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Schoonmaker. 

It  being  represented  to  this  Council  that  Victor  Bicker 
and  Richard  Ten  Eyck,  friends  to  the  American  cause, 
who,  with  their  families,  left  the  city  of  New-York  on  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  and  inconsequence  ot  the  ilestruc- 
tion  of  the  town  of  Kingston  are  now  destitute  of  habita- 
tions; and  that  the  house  of  William  Eligli,  apprehended 
as  an  enemy  to  this  State,  is  in  some  measure  unoccupied. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  members  of  the  commit- 
tee of  the  town  of  Kiniiston,  resident  in  the  ticiglibourhood 
of  Sagerlies,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  authorized  and  directed 
to  place  the  said  Victor  Bicker  and  Richard  Ten  Eyck, 
wiiii  their  respective  families,  into  tlie  said  house  ;  and  in 
order  to  make  room  for  the  said  V  ictor  Bicker  and  Ricliard 
Ten  Eyck,  with  their  lamilies,  lliat  the  said  members  of 
committee  do  cause  to  be  removed  out  of  the  said  house, 
Rachel,  the  wife  of  Hezekiah  Duboys,  and  all  such  other 
persons  as  are  not  properly  of  the  ianuly  of  the  said  \\  illiam 
Eligh. 

Resolved,  That  Benjamin  Ackcrly,  appointed  to  convey 
Cadwallader  Gulden  and  Rolloff  Elting  to  the  Nine  Part- 
ners, in  Dutchess  county,  be  allowed  ten  shillings  per  day 
besides  his  expenses. 

Resolved,  'lhat  the  four  men  composing  the  guard  to 
convey  the  prisoners  from  Marble  Town  to  the  city  of  .Al- 
bany, pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  this  Council  of  the  filth 
instant,  be  allowed  each  (exclusive  of  their  pay  and  provi- 
sions) a  gratuity  of  four  shillings  per  day  while  on  that  ser- 
vice ;  and  lhat  Lieutenant  Duboys,  commanding  the  said 
guard,  be  authorized  to  purchase  provisions  for  himself,  the 
said  guard  and  prisoners,  during  their  passage  to  and  from 
Albany. 

Mr.  Sands,  the  Auditor-General  of  this  Slate,  having 
made  application  to  this  Council  for  directions  concerning 
the  pay  of  the  militia,  for  services  performed  since  he  au- 
dited the  last  accounts  for  such  services. 

Resolved,  That  he  refer  the  applications  of  those  of  the 
militia  who  have  served  in  the  nortliern  Continental  army, 
to  the  commander-in-chief  in  that  dejiartment;  lhat  lie  lay 
the  abstracts  of  pay  and  subsistence  of  those  of  the  militia 
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who  have  been  from  time  to  time  called  out  by  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  before  this  Conncii,  as  soon  as  tlie 
same  shall  be  received  in  the  Auditor's  office ;  and  that  lie 
audit  and  pass  all  other  accounts  of  the  pay  and  subsistence 
of  the  militia,  in  the  manner  heretofore  used. 

This  Council  bcinj  desirous  to  know  whether  a  further 
purchase  of  clothing  for  ihe  use  of  the  troops  of  this  State, 
in  the  Continental  service,  be  necessary. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry,  one  of  the  commissaries 
of  clothing,  do,  without  delay,  lay  before  this  Council  a  full 
and  particular  account,  as  well  of  the  clothing  he  has  re- 
ceived and  issued,  as  of  such  clothing  as  still  remains  in 
store ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  he  issue  no  goods  out  of 
the  said  store,  without  the  order  of  this  Council. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  present  state  of 
the  public  records  of  lliis  tStaie,  now  at  Warsing  under 
care  of  a  guard  ;  and  some  of  the  members  thinking  Al- 
bany a  proper  place  to  which  the  said  records  should  be 
removed, 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  John  Barclay,  Esqr.  chairman  of 
the  committee  at  Albany,  on  that  subject,  was  read  and 
approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — Upon  the  enemy's  penetrating  the  river,  the 
public  records  of  the  ^fiate  were  removed  from  Kingston 
to  Rochester  in  this  county,  where  they  now  remain.  We 
are  obliged  to  maintain  a  guard  to  secure  them  ;  and  in 
order  to  prevent  this  expense,  the  Council  have  it  in  con- 
templation to  remove  them  to  where  they  can  be  safely  de- 
posited without  a  special  guard  kept  for  the  purpose,  pos- 
sibly Albany  may  be  the  place;  however,  previous  to  such 
positive  order  for  their  removal,  we  could  wish  to  know  if 
a  proper  place  can  be  procured  there.  You  will  please, 
therefore,  to  make  an  inquiry,  and  inform  us  of  the  result 
by  liie  bearer.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Council,  that  the 
records  should  be  lodged  on  llie  lower  story,  and  that  Mr. 
Byard  should  also  be  accommodated  with  lodgings  in  the 
same  house.  A  room  of  about  fifteen  feet  square  will 
easily  contain  them. 

"I  am,  with  respect,  &c. 
"  To  John"  Earclat,  E?(ir.  Chairnmn  cl" 

the  CoramiUee,  Albany." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent pro  tempore,  and  transmuted. 

Die  VENEnis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  November  7,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  lo  adjournment. 

Phesent — Evert  Eancker,  Efjr.  Presidcrt  pro  tempore. 
Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Benson,  Jlr.  Van  Zamlt,  Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Snyder, 
Mr.  Schnonmaker. 

Comfort  Sands,  Esqr.  the  Auditor-General,  exhibited 
an  account  of  the  pay  due  to  liim  as  Audilor-General,  from 
the  fourteenth  day  of  July  to  the  twenty-fourih  day  of  Oc- 
tober last,  at  tliree  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  amounting 
to  seventy-five  pounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto 
Comfort  Sands,  Esqr.  the  sum  of  scvenlv-five  pounds,  in 
full  for  his  salary  from  tl'.o  fourteenth  day  of  July  to  the 
twenty-fourih  day  of  Octol)er  last. 

A  letter  from  Abraham  P.  Lott,  Esqr.  dated  at  the  Nine 
Partners,  on  the  seventh  instant,  was  read  and  filed.  He 
thereby  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  third  instant,  relalive  to  salt.  The  ditlicully 
of  obtaining  wagons  prevents  his  forwardnig  the  salt  to  the 
places  ordered  ;  that  if  the  Council  would  favour  him 
with  a  press  warrant,  it  would  be  useful  to  forward  that 
business. 

Resolved,  That  Abraham  P.  Lolt,  E.-qr.  be  and  he  is 
hereby  auiliorized  and  empowered  to  impress  wagons, 
carts,  carriages,  teams,  horses  and  oxen  for  the  purpose  of 
transporting  the  salt,  now  at  Old  Canaan  or  other  places, 
purchased  by  public  order  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of 
270 


this  State,  to  such  places  in  this  State  as  the  said  salt  was 
ordered  to  be  transported  to. 

"  Sir — This  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  your  ExTel- 
lency's  letter  of  ycsierday  ;  in  answer  to  which  I  am  di- 
rected to  inform  your  Excellency  that  we  shall  inimedi- 
ately  take  the  necessary  measures  to  prevent  the  mis- 
chiefs arising  from  the  present  unlimited  traiisponatinn  of 
flour  out  of  this  State,  and  direct  an  inquiry  to  be  made 
respecting  Mr.  Helme  and  his  accomplices. 

"  We  should  have  been  happy  had  your  Excellency's 
letter  been  more  explicit  with  respect  to  the  dcsiinaiion'of 
the  detachment  of  the  army  you  wish  to  coir.mand.  We 
are,  therefore,  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  the  matter 
discretionary  wiih  your  Excellency,  and  alihouih  we  con- 
cur with  your  Excellency  vviih  respect  lo  an  expedition  to 
New-York  in  the  first  instance,  yet,  should  it  be  deter- 
mined upon,  we  would  choose,  for  the  most  obvious  rea- 
sons, that  your  Excellency  should  have  a  command  in  that 
undertaking. 

"  W'e  have  not,  as  yet,  fixed  either  the  time  or  place  of 
the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  though  imagine  they  will 
be  obliged  to  meet  at  Albany,  as  no  other  place  in  the 
State  can  possibly  contain  the  members.  The  matter  will 
shortly  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  we  shall  immedi- 
ately inform  your  Excellency  of  the  result  of  our  delibe- 
rations. 

"We  are  with  great  respect, 

"  Your  £.xcellency's,  (Sec. 

"  His  Excellency  Govr.  Clinton." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent ji7-o  tempure,  and  transmitted  to  His  Excellency. 

Council  adjourned  until  Monday  next  ten  o'clock. 


DIE  LUN/E,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

November  10,  1777. 
Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tempore. 
Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Scolt. 

Die  Lun.i:,  4  ho.  P.  M.  November,  10,  1777. 
Mr.  Pawling  and  Mr.  Snyder  attending,  tlie  other  gen- 
tlemen having  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  tea 
o'clock. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  a.  m. 
'    ■  November  II,  Mil. 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  odjournment. 

Present— Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  Presiilcot  pro  temp. 
Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Pawlinir,  Mr.  Snyiltr,  .Mr.  Scou,  Mr,  Harper, 
Mr.  Van  ZanJt,  Mr.  Schoonmaker,  iMr.  Kowan. 

Michael  Devoo,  of  New-Paltz  precinct,  in  Ulster  coun- 
ly,  who  lately  came  from  the  city  of  iN'ew-York,  was  ex- 
amined before  the  Council,  (which  examination  was  filed.) 
Nothing  intentionally  criminal  in  his  conduct  apjtearing 
from  his  confession,  and  the  Council  having  no  evidence 
against  him, 

OrJercil,  That  the  said  Michael  Dcvno  be  and  is  hereby 
permitted  to  go  to,  and  reside  at  home,  he  demeaning  him- 
self as  becometh  a  good  subject  of  this  Stale. 

A  resolution,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  flour,  meal 
or  grain  out  of  this  Stale,  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  is 
as  follows  : 

Whereas  this  Council  has  lately  received  sufficient  in- 
formation that  for  three  months  last  past,  vast  qnanliiies  of 
fiour  have  been  purchased  wiihin  this  Stale  and  exported 
from  and  out  ot  the  saine  to  Long-Island  and  elsewhere 
for  the  use  of  the  enemy  :  And  whereas  it  is  the  indis- 
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pcnsablc  duty  of  this  Council  not  only  to  prevent  such 
rupp'lics  which  strengthen  the  common  enemy  against  the 
UiiiteJ  States  of  Norili  America,  and  serves  as  a  means  of 
Uie  most  dangerous  communication  between  them  and  our 
internal  enemies,  but  also  to  secure  the  army  ol  the  United 
Slates  and  the  inhabitants  of  tins  Stale  from  a  want  of  the 
Bitst  necessary  article  of  life.  In  order  therefore  in  the 
niosl  eifectual  manner  to  prevent  an  evil  so  pregnant  with 
ruinous  consequences  to  the  American  cause  in  general 
and  lliis  Stale  m  particular,  it  is  hereby 

Resolved,  by  this  Council,  That  an  embargo  be,  and  is 
hereby,  laid  against  the  exportation  of  all  flour,  meal  and 
grain  whatsoever  out  of  this  State,  in  manner  following,  to 
wit:  This  Council  doth  hereby  strictly  forbid  all  persons 
whatsoever,  as  well  inhabitants  of  this  State  as  others, 
from  and  after  the  seventeenth  day  of  this  instant  month  of 
November,  under  any  colour  or  pretence  whatsoever,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  export  or  attempt  to  export,  or 
cause  or  procure  to  be  exported  or  attempied  to  be  export- 
ed out  of  this  State  any  flour,  nieal  or  grain  of  any  kind  or 
quality  whatsoever,  either  by  land  or  by  water,  without  the 
special  license  of  this  Council,  or  Convention,  or  Legisla- 
ture of  this  State,  first  had  and  obtained  for  the  purpose  ; 
and  tiiat  whoever  shall  offend  herein,  shall  be  guilty  of 
felony  ;  and  being  duly  convicted  thereof,  shall  suffer  the 
pains  of  death  and  other  forfeitures,  as  in  cases  of  felony, 
without  benefit  of  clergy.  And  in  order  to  encourage  a 
detection  of  oflfenders  against  the  aforegoing  resolution,  be 
it,  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Resolved,  That  on  every  conviction,  the  informer  shall 
be  entitled  to  one  moiety  or  half  part  of  the  flour,  meal  or 
grain  seized  and  forfeited. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  county  and  district  commit- 
tees, and  all  other  civil  ofiicers  wiiliin  this  State,  be  ex- 
tremely vigilant  in  compelling  a  compliance  with  the  afore- 
going resolutions,  and  in  detecting  and  securing  all  those 
who  shall  offend  against  the  same,  to  the  end  thai  every 
»uch  offender  may  be  brought  to  condign  punishment ;  and 
also  in  seizing  and  securing  all  flour,  meal  and  grain  which 
from  and  after  this  eleventh  day  of  November,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  sevenly-seven,  shall  be  attempted 
to  be  exported  out  of  this  State  without  such  special  license 
as  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  further.  That  the  aforegoing  resolutions  and 
order,  and  also  this  order,  be  published  in  Samuel  Loudon's 
weekly  paper,  called  the  New-York  Packet  ;  and  also  that 
the  same  be  printed  in  handbills  and  despatched  to  the 
several  counties  in  this  State,  to  the  end  that  all  commit- 
tees and  other  civil  officers,  and  all  other  persons,  may 
govern  and  conduct  themselves  accordingly. 

A  resolution  directing  the  commiilees,  at  their  discretion, 
to  send  the  families  ot  persons  gone  over  to  the  enemy, 
after  them,  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit  : 

Whereas  notwithstanding  the  gracious  promises  of  par- 
don and  invitations  given  to  the  rebellious  subjects  of  this 
State  who  have  joined  the  common  enemy  of  the  United 
Stales  of  North  America,  to  return  to  their  duty  and  the 
care  of  their  families,  many  of  them  do  still  obstinately 
continue  in  their  treason  and  rebellion  against  this  Stale 
and  in  strengthening  the  hands  of  ihe  common  enemy 
against  the  United  Slates  of  North  America  :  And  where- 
as, considering  ihe  destitute  condition  of  the  families  of 
lliose  traitors  and  rebels,  they  must  necessarily  become  an 
intolerable  burden  to  ihe  districts  in  which  they  severally 
reside  :  It  is  therefore  hereby 

Resolved,  That  every  district  committee  within  this 
Stale  shall  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  at 
llicir  discretion  to  convey  and  transport  the  funilies  of  sucii 
traitors  and  rebels  as  aforesaid  out  of  such  parts  of  litis 
Stale  as  are  not  within  llie  power  of  the  enemy,  and  lo 
allow  ihem  to  lake  with  them  such  provisions,  wearing  ap- 
parel and  bedding  as  such  committee  shall  ihink  pro- 
per, and  no  oiher  properly  whatsoever ;  and  that  every 


such  committee  be  and  is  hereby  empowered  to  impress 
such  horses,  carriages  and  vessels  as  they  shall  think  ne- 
cessary for  such  conveyance  and  transportation  as  afore- 
said. 

Colonel  Pawling  laid  before  the  Council  a  letter  from 
His  Excellency  the  Governor,  dated  at  Newburijh,  the 
sixth  instant,  whereby  His  Excellency  ilesircs  Colonel 
Pawling  and  Colonel  Snyder  to  furnish  out  of  their  regi- 
ments, twenty  men  to  assist  in  raising  the  ConiiiiLMital  row 
galley  which  lies  sunk  in  the  Roundout  creek.  Colonels 
Pawl  ing  and  Snyder  udormed  the  Comicil  that  iho  iniiiiia 
men  by  them  ordered  out  for  the  purpose,  complain  ut  ihe 
service  as  being  not  properly  militia  duly,  unless  thev  be 
allowed  extra  pay  for  their  services. 

The  same  being  taken  inlo  consideration, 

Resolved,  That  Uie  militia  employed  in  raising  the  said 
Continental  row  aaliey,  ought  to  be  allowed  (exclusive  of 
rations)  ei<;hl  shillings  per  day,  and  that  the  Colonels  Paw- 
ling and  Snyder,  be  authorized  to  prouuse  them  pay  at 
that  rate. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning 
ten  o'clock. 


DIE  MERCURII,  10  no.  a.  m. 

November  12,  1777. 
Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Banclcer,  Esqr.  President  pro  temp. 

Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  SnyJer,  .Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  J[r. 
Harper,  Mr.  Dunscoinb,  Mr.  Waller  Livingston,  Mr.  Schoonniaker,  Mr. 
Philip  Livingston,  Mr.  Kowan. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  write  lo  Colonel  Lasher 
and  request  his  attendance  witlioul  delay  lo  the  colleciing 
and  placing  the  military  stores  of  this  State  (which  were 
removed  from  Kingslon)  in  proper  places  of  safety. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scoll,  Mr.  Harper  and  Mr.  Pawling 
be  a  cominillee  to  devise  and  report  means  for  the  furiher 
introduction  of  salt  into  this  Slate  for  the  use  of  the  inha- 
bitants thereof. 

Council  adjourned  until  4  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Die  Mercurii,  4  ho.  P.  M.  November  12,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  Prrsident  pro  tempore. 

Mr.  ScoU,  Mr  Snjder,  .'Mr.  Pawlins,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Van  Zandt.  Mr. 
Harper,  Mr.  Dnnscomb,  Mr.  Waller  Livingslon,  3Ir.  Bchooninaker, 
Mr.  Philip  Livingston,  .Mr.  Kowan. 

Walter  Livingston,  Esq.  informed  the  Council  that  John 
Patterson,  Esquire,  late  deputy  collector  of  Philadelphia, 
and  now  a  prisoner  on  his  parol,  in  the  manor  ol  Living- 
ston, requests  f)ermissiori  lo  go  to  Great  Britain  lo  transact 
his  private  business  on  his  parol,  not  to  give  anv  miorma- 
tion  thai  may  be  prejudicial  to,  and  not  to  take  up  arms 
against  the  United  Slates,  during  the  present  war  ;  and  to 
surrender  himself  asain,  whenever  required  bv  the  execu- 
tive power  of  this  Stale.  Mr.  ijivingstoii  likewise  inform- 
ed the  Council  of  -Mr.  Patterson's  particular  reasons  for  mak- 
ing this  request.    The  same  being  t.iken  into  considciaiion. 

Resolved,  That  John  Patterson,  Esquire,  be  nut  per- 
mitted lo  repair  to  Great  Britain,  upon  the  terms  proposed 
by  him. 

Resolved,  nolwiihslanding.  That  this  Council  do  con- 
sent that  the  said  John  Paiterson  he  exchanged  for  Major 
Hatfield,  Captain  Abraham  Van  Dvck,  William  .Miller  of 
Westchester  countv.  Garret  Van  Wagener  and  U  vnant 
Van  Zandt  of  the  city  of  New- York,  or  either  of  them 
now  in  the  power  of  the  enemy. 

Resolvd,  That  John  Patterson,  Esqr.  be  permitted  to 
write  to  his  friends  in  New-York,  to  procure  an  exchange, 
and  transmit  liis  letters  to  this  Council,  to  be  forwarded  to 
Now- York,  by  a  flag. 
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Resolved,  Thai  if  such  exchange  can  be  effected,  that 
the  said  Joijn  Pailerson  be  permiued  to  taivc  with  him  his 
family,  (male  servaius  excepted,)  and  effects. 

Upon  the  application  of  Joseph  Cox,  a  refugee,  from  the 
city  of  New-Yoili, 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Abraham  Van  Alstyne,  Colonel 
Cornelius  Humfrev,  and  Major  Isaac  Goes,  or  any  two  of 
them,  be  and  hereby  are  auiiiorized  to  place  the  said  Jo- 
sepli  Cox  and  his  fanuly  in  the  house  of  such  person, 
within  the  district  of  Kuiderhook,  now  with  the  enemy,  as 
they  shall  think  proper;  provided,  neverilieless,  that  suffi- 
cient room  be  lelt  for  the  reasunable  accoiiunodalion  of  the 
families  of  the  persons  so  gone  over  to  the  enemy  as  afore- 
said :  And 

Resolved,  further.  That  said  Abraham  Van  Alslyne,  Cor- 
nelius Humfrey  and  Isaac  (joes,  or  anv  two  ol  them  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  in  like 
manner  to  place  the  families  of  any  other  refugees  who  are 
friends  to  the  United  Slates,  in  the  houses  of  any  other 
persons  within  the  said  district,  and  gone  to  the  enemy,  as 
they  may  think  proper. 

A  letter  from  William  Smith,  Esqr.  requesting  permis- 
sion to  go  to  the  city  of  New- York,  was  read,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"Manor  of  Livingston,  9(A  Novr.  1777. 

"  Gentlemen — I  have  hitherto  born  up  against  the  mis- 
fortune of  being  a  prisoner  in  my  native  country,  from  a 
consciousness  that  I  have  ever  sought  her  welfare,  and  a 
persuasion  that  the  measure  owed  its  origin  not  to  any  sus- 
picion of  my  enmitv  to  her  interests,  but  to  views  of  ge- 
neral expediency.  Being  an  enemy  to  no  man,  I  have  a 
pleasure  in  believing  no  man  to  be  mine. 

"But  whatsoever  was  tlie  motive  to  it,  my  imprison- 
ment is  painful.  It  traverses  my  private  interest,  and  does 
■violence  to  my  humanity,  and  tenderest  offices  of  affection. 
1  wrote  therefore  lately  to  Governor  Clinton,  to  prevent  my 
being  longer  separated  from  my  estate  at  Haverstraw, 
where  I  have  relations  who  are  great  suiferers,  and  my 
presence  is  wanting  for  their  succour,  and  the  recovery,  if 
possible,  of  my  plundered  effects. 

"  But  I  have  a  further  wish,  and  that  is,  to  repair  to  the 
capital,  not  only  to  answer  a  call  upon  rne  for  aid  from  my 
daughter  in  England,  but  to  gralifv  my  own  desire,  to  con- 
tribute towards  abating  the  acrimony  of  the  present  war, 
and  exciting  to  overiures  of  peace. 

"  I  flatter  mvself,  that  though  vou  may  perhaps  suspect 
the  event  will  be  a  lesson  to  my  vanity,  you  will  never- 
theless perceive  the  impossibility  that  any  efforts  of  tlial 
kind  will  be  injurious  to  the  public. 

"  Except  furniture,  my  servants  and  such  conveniences 
as  I  shall  want  for  my  family  in  town.  I  leave  every  thing 
else  in  the  power  of  my  country.  All  I  have  upon  eariii 
is  here,  as  a  pledge  for  my  attachment  to  her  interest.  If 
she  is  happy,  I  am  satisfied.  I  must  share  her  fortunes. 
If  she  is  ruined,  so  am  I. 

"  I  am  gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obed.  servt. 

"  WM.  vSMITH." 

Resolved,  That  William  Smith's  request  be  m  t  granted. 

A  letter  from  Peter  R.  Livingston,  Esqr.  dated  the  tenth 
instant,  was  read,  and  follows,  to  wit : 

'•Hermitaof,,  Manor  Livingston,  ) 
"  10/A  November,  1777.  \ 

"Gentm. — I  had  the  honour  of  your  favour  of  the  third 
inst.  ordering  the  salt  in  my  care  to  the  places  of  di.slribu- 
lion  ;  being  the  first  order  1  have  icceived  by  which  I  could 
be  justified  in  sending  forward  the  salt,  as  your  order  of 
the  27lh  August  empowered  me  only  to  send  it  to  Philip 
Spencer's  and  Major  Jansen's,  where  1,500  or  1,600  biis-h- 
els  has  been  these  weeks  past.  I  immediately  ordered  out 
wagons  and  teams  to  bring  it  down  to  our  landing,  where 
I  expect  it  will  be  in  a  few  days  ;  I  acquainted  the  com- 
mittee of  lliis  county  therewith,  and  a  sloop  is  just  arrived 
to  lake  it  in :  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  send  up  tiie  1 , 1 00 


bushels  for  this  county,  and  the  600  for  Tryon,  being  1 ,700 
by  this  conveyance.  There  are  still  between  2  and  .'300 
bushels  on  the  road  between  this  and  Boston,  some  in  the 
Green  woods ;  shall  do  my  utmost  to  hurry  it  on,  as  I  ex- 
pect soon  to  be  in  that  quarter.  My  account  is  ready  for 
auditing,  but  wait  for  the  remainder  of  the  salt  to  come  in. 
"I  remain  with  great  respect,  genilcmcn, 

"  Your  very  humb.  servant, 
"PETER  R.  LIVING.^^TON." 
Resolved,  That  four  hundred  bushels  of  the  salt  pur- 
chased by  Peter  R.  Livingston,  Esqr.  upon  the  public  ac- 
count, be  allowed  to  the  inhabiianls  of  the  couiiiy  of  Char- 
lotte, if  so  much  shall  remain  after  supplying  the  qiianlity 
allotted  for  the  counties  of  Albany  and  Tryon.  That  the 
committee  of  Charlotte  county  cause  the  said  salt  to  be 
sold  and  distributed,  and  that  the  same  be  paid  and  ac- 
counted for  to  the  Legislature  of  this  Slate  in  like  manner 
as  the  salt  allowed  to  other  counties  of  this  Stale  is  di- 
rected to  be  by  resolutions  of  the  Council  of  Safety  for 
that  purpose,  passed  the  eighth  day  of  September  last. 
And 

Ordered,  That  Peter  R.  Livingston,  Esqr.  deliver  to  the 
said  committee  or  their  order,  or  to  John  Rowan,  Esqr. 
for  their  disposal  on  the  arrival  thereof,  the  salt  so  allotted 
to  the  said  county  as  aforesaid. 

Resolved  a?id  Ordered,  That  James  McNeish  and  John 
Neisbett,  at  White  creek  in  Charlotte  county,  he,  and  are 
hereby  appointed  commissioners,  together  with  Aaron  Ful- 
ler of  Skeensborough,  in  the  said  county,  lor  selling  and 
disposing  of  the  effects  of  such  disaffected  persons  as  have 
gone  from  the  said  county  and  joined  the  enemy  ;  that  the 
said  commissioners  be,  and  are  hereby  vesied  with  the  like 
powers  and  authorities,  governed  by  the  regulations  pre- 
scribed by  ihe  several  resolutions  of  Convention  and  Coun- 
cil of  Safely  for  the  commissioners  in  the  other  counties 
of  this  State. 

Council  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


DIE  JO  VIS,   10  HO.  A.  M. 

November  13,  1777. 
Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Banclier,  Esqr.  President  pro  tempore. 
Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Sir  ffarper,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Snyder, 
Mr.  Van  Zaniit,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  .Mr.  Kowan. 

Zacliarias  Gernwyck,  from  the  committee  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Claverack  district,  attending,  was  admiited,  and 
delivered  to  the  Council  a  copy  of  ceitain  resolutions  of  the 
said  committee,  which  were  read,  and  follows,  vizi  : 

"  In  Committee  in  ihe  eastern  part  of  Claverack  District, 
November  10,  1777. 

Members  present — Stephen  Kinne,  Chairman:  Cristjaan  Real),  Jo- 
hanais  Hageboom,  Jur.  Thomas  McKinslry,  Stephen  Graves,  Zacharias 
Geroryck. 

"  Thomas  Storm  being  ordered  to  appear  before  this  con»- 
mittee,  accordingly  appeared.  Being  requested  by  the 
chairman  to  give  information  under  oath,  concerning  public 
mailers,  which  he  refused.  As  it  was  doubtful  to  this  com- 
mittee, and  had  been  for  some  time,  whether  or  no  the  said 
Thos.  Storm  was  a  faithful  subject  to  the  State  and  the 
measures  pursued  for  the  public  safety,  he  was  requested 
to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Slate  of  New- York, 
which  he  also  refused,  with  questioning  the  authority  of 
this  committee  as  to  their  present  appointment,  tVc.  &c. 

"Resolved,  'J'hal  Mr.  /acharias  (iernwyck,  one  of  the 
members  of  this  committee,  being  ordered  to  take  the  said 
Thomas  Storm  into  cuslody  and  convey  him  t"  the  Ho- 
nouralile  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New-York, 
together  vvilh  a  copy  of  these  proceedings,  in  order  for  their 
disposal  of  tiie  said  Thomas  Storm,  6cc.  &c. 

'•  The  commiiice  then  proceeded  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  losses  this  Slate  sustain,  occasioned  through 
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neclcct  of  the  commissioners  of  sequestration  to  act  in  this 
Dart  of  ilic  county  of  Albany,  notwiihstandinir  tiie  re- 
Dcatcd  requisitions  of  this  coniniitice,  as  it  was  well  known 
10  tliem  lliat  niatiy  of  llie  inhabitants  of  their  district  as 
well  as  in  the  neighbouring  districts,  have  absconded  and 
joined  our  inveterate  enemies.  So  clearly  is  this  proved, 
as  that  numbers  of  them  have  been  seen  in  ilie  army  under 
tlic  command  of  Lieut.  General  Burgoyne,  at  the  time 
when  he,  with  his  whole  army,  in  consequence  of  a  treaty, 
laid  down  their  arms  and  surrendered  themselves  to  Gene- 
ral Gates  at  Saratoga.  Some  of  those  estates  are  daily 
wasting  and  going  to  destruction,  while  others  are  taken 
into  custody  and  carried  off  by  evil  designed  persons  and 
Diade  use  of  for  many  bad  purposes,  against  the  United 
Slates  of  America,  and  by  such  persons  whose  conduct 
does  not  appear  to  be  better  than  those  who  had  gone  off 
and  joined  our  enemies,  &;c. 
"  It  being  therefore 

"Resolved,  That  this  committee  send  an  express  im- 
mediately to  the  Council  of  Safety  in  order  to  acquaint 
them  of  the  commissioners'  neglect  to  act  in  their  appoint- 
ment in  this  part  of  the  county,  and  that  some  efTects  are 
already  taken  and  secured  by  unlcrofthis  committee;  some 
in  liie  west  part  of  this  district  have  been  taken  and  se- 
cured, and  still  remain  in  custody  so  long  ago  as  last  spring. 
This  committee  is  of  opinion  that  unless  ihey  proceed  im- 
mediately to  seize  and  take  into  custody,  the  personal  pro- 
perty of  all  such  persons  as  have  absconded  and  joined  our 
enemies,  tliat  many  of  the  movable  effects  of  such  per- 
sons will  be  conveyed  and  concealed  in  such  places  where 
they  cannot  easily  be  found,  if  ever,  which  will  be  an  un- 
doubted loss  to  this  Slate.  This  committee  being  sensible 
at  the  same  time  tliat  they  are  not  properly  authorized  for 
the  above  purpose,  nevertheless,  taking  into  consideration 
the  necessity  of  acting  in  this  case  for  the  public  interest 
of  the  State,  and  at  the  same  lime  to  prevent  such  fraudu- 
lent proceedings;  this  committee  do  also  further  resolve 
that  they  will  be  ready  at  any  time  hereafter  to  render  an 
account  of  their  proceedings  herein,  together  with  the  goods 
80  taken,  or  proceeds  in  money,  if  sold,  whenever  thereunto 
requested  by  the  Council  of  Safety,  Legislature  of  this 
Stale,  or  the  commissioners  of  sequestration,  when  pro- 
perly qualified  for  that  purpose,  agreeably  to  the  several 
resolutions  of  the  Convention  of  the  Stale  of  IS'ew-Yoik, 
or  any  other  person  or  persons  who  shall  be  empowered 
by  the  Council  of  Safety  fur  that  purpose. 

"  By  order  of  (/ommitiee, 
"STEPHEN  KIiXNE,  Chairman." 

The  said  Tliomas  Storm  being  called  in  and  heard,  and 
being  charged  by  llie  said  Zacharias  Gernryck  with  very 
contumelious  and  affrontive  treatment  to  the  Vv'hole  com- 
mittee of  Claverack,  acknowledged  the  several  particulars 
as  ciiarged  against  him,  and  also  his  having  refused  to  give 
any  inforniatiun  on  oaih  to  the  said  committee,  or  to  take 
an  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Storm 
pay  to  said  Zacharias  Gernryck  five  pounds,  for  his  trou- 
ble and  disbursements  in  condiictina  llie  said  Thomas  to 
this  place  and  returning  home  ;  and  that  the  said  Thomas 
continue  at  this  place  on  liis  parol,  not  to  depart  until  fur- 
ther order. 

Which  parole  he  immediately  gave. 

Tiie  Council  then  came  to  a  tnrther  determination  on  tiie 
said  resolutions  of  the  committee  of  Claverack,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

Sundry  resolutions  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  district  of 
Claverack,  in  the  county  of  Albany,  of  the  10th  instant, 
■was  laid  before  the  Council,  whereby  it  appears,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  commissioners  of  seqiicstralinn  not  hav- 
ing taken  upon  them  the  execution  of  their  olFirc,  the  said 
committee  had  seized  and  secured  the  effects,  in  their  dis- 
trict, of  several  persons  now  wah  the  enemy. 

Resolved,  That  this  Council  do  highly  approve  of  the 
conduct  of  the  said  committee,  and  do  hereby  confirm  the 


proceedings  of  the  said  committee  in  seizing  and  securing 
such  effects. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee,  as  to  the  estates 
and  effects  within  their  district,  of  persons  voluntarily  £;one 
over  to  the  enemy,  be  vested  with  all  the  powers  and  au- 
thorities granted  to  commissioners  of  sequestration,  by  the 
rosoliUions  of  any  Convention  or  Council  of  Sulety  ol^  this 
State. 

Thomas  Collins,  at  his  request,  was  admitted  to  take 
an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Stale,  which  he  did  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"I,  Thomas  Collins,  of  New  Perth  district,  in  Char- 
lotte county,  yeoman,  do  solemnly  swear  and  dccl;ire,  m 
the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  I  will  bear  true  faith 
and  allegiance  to  the  State  of  New-Yorii,  and  that  I  will, 
in  all  things,  do  my  duty  as  a  good  and  faithful  subject  of 
the  said  State  ought  to  do,  so  help  me  God.  Dated  this 
I4th  day  of 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McKesson,  as  one  of  the  Secreta- 
ries, give  to  the  said  Thomas  Collins  a  certificate  of  his 
having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  a  discharge,  to  re- 
main at  home  in  peace,  he  behaving  as  becomeili  a  good 
subject  of  this  State. 

Permission  is  given  by  the  Council  to  Elizabeth  Pettit, 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Pctiit,  with  her  four  children  and  two 
grand  children,  to  proceed  to  His  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor, in  order  to  obtain  his  permission  to  go  to  New- York, 
and  to  lake  with  her  her  negro  woman  slave. 

Council  adjourned  till  4  this  afternoon. 

Die  Jovis,  4  ho.  P.  M.  November  13,  1777. 
The  Council  met. 

Pbfsent — Kvert  Bancker,  Esqr.  Prcsiilcnt  pro  tempore. 
Mr.  Scott,  ]\Ir.  Pawlinp;,  I\Ir.  Dttn«conib,  Mr.  Harper,  iMr.  fnvJer, 
Mr.  Jienson,  Mr.  Schoonmaker,  Mr.  Kowan. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

November  14,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tempore. 

Mr.  Pawlin;;,  j\Ir.  Snyder,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Harper.  3Ir.  Dunscomb, 
Mr.  Benson — (quorum. 

The  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  thirty-first  of  July 
last,  relative  to  the  recruiting  of  the  Continental  regiments 
raised  in  this  State,  were  again  read. 

The  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  seventeenth  of  Octo- 
ber last,  on  the  same  subject,  were  again  read. 

The  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  Au- 
gust last,  relative  to  the  people  called  Quakers,  were  again 
read. 

The  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  third  of  September 
last,  for  procuring  military  stores  and  necessaries  for  the 
use  of  the  mili'ia  of  the  Stale,  was  again  read. 

The  lesolution  of  Conn;ress  of  the  fourteenth  day  of  Oc- 
tober last,  relative  to  prizes,  was  attain  read. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  all  the  said  resolutions  be  deli- 
vered to  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Benson,  who  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

WiiERE.\s,  by  reason  of  the  absence  of  the  family  of  Pe- 
ter Pra  Van  Zaiidt,  Esqr.  one  of  the  incmbers  of  this 
Council,  and  his  constant  attendance  at  the  same,  he  lost 
the  op]jortunity  of  getting  his  proportion  of  the  public  salt 
lately  distributed  at  Kiii^'ston  :  .'Vnd  where.\s  his  neces- 
sary attcndiince  at  this  Council  will  render  it  impossible 
for  him  to  procure  his  proportion  out  of  the  sail  to  be  dis- 
triluilrd  in  the  lower  pait  of  llic  county  of  Ulster,  lor  want 
of  which  his  numerous  family  of  sixteen  persons  will  be 
greatly  distressed. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  William  Hadlif,  one  of  the 
commissioners,  furnish  the  said  Peter  Pra  Van  Zandt, 
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Esquire,  with  Iiis  proportion  of  salt,  agreeably  to  his  certi- 
ficate. 

Adjourned  until  this  afternoon  4  o'clock. 

Die  Veneris,  4  ho.  P.  M.  November  14,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pbesent — Evert  Bancker.  Esqr.  PresidrjiU pro  tern. 
Mr.  Pawlins,  Sir.  Snyder,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscomb, 
Mr.  BensoQ — Quorum. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  compensate  !\Ir.  Oliver  for 
the  use  made  of  his  room  by  this  Council,  not  exceeding 
one  dollar  per  day. 

Ordered,  That  Samuel  Dodge,  Esquire,  chairman  of 
the  county  committee  of  Dutchess  county,  do  transmit  co- 
pies of  the  resolutions  of  this  Council  of  the  eleventh  in- 
stant, prohibiting  the  exportation  of  flour,  to  the  chairmen 
of  the  committees  of  the  respective  districts  in  Dutchess 
county,  by  express,  and  transmit  his  account  of  disburse- 
ments for  that  service  to  the  Auditor-General,  to  be  audited 
for  payment,  and  that  the  State  will  defray  the  necessary 
expense  of  sending  such  expresses. 

Resolved,  That  this  Council  be  and  is  hereby  adjourned 
to  meet  at  the  town  of  Hurly,  on  Monday  morning  next,  at 
ten  o'clock. 


DIE  MARTIS,  10  HO.  a.  m. 

November  18,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PeUESe.vt — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  iemp. 

Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Snyder, 
Mr.  Harper — Quorum. 

Mr.  Ph.  Livingston,  Mr.  Walter  Livingston,  ]\Ir.  Lott,  Mr.  Clarke. 
A  letter  from  Abraham  Legget,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the 
county  committee  of  Westchester  county,  dated  the  12th 
inst.  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  In  Committee  for  Westchester  county.  ) 
"  Bedford,  V2th  November,  1777.  J 
"  To  the  Honble.  the  Council  of  Safely  for  the  istate  of  New-York. 

"  Gentlemen — The  good  inhabuanis  of  this  county 
have  been  informed  by  the  resolutions  of  Convention,  that 
there  was  salt  procured  to  be  distributed  among  liie  good 
inhabitants  thereof.  This  committee  have  appHed  to  Mr. 
James  Reed,  who  was  appointed  a  commissioner  to  deliver 
said  salt  to  the  different  committees  in  this  State,  and  we 
find  the  salt  can  not  be  procured  at  present  We  have  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Nathaniel  13outon  to  wait  on  your  Honourable 
Board  to  see  by  what  means  tlie  salt  can  be  had,  as  the 
inhabitants  of  this  county  are  in  a  distressed  situation  for 
want  of  that  article.  We  hope  your  Honourable  Board 
will  order  said  salt  to  IMr.  Reed's  store  as  soon  as  may  be, 
or  give  such  orders  as  this  committee  may  receive  I  he  pro- 
portion for  this  county  at  Simsbury,  where  we  understand 
the  salt  no\w  is. 

"  By  order  of  committee, 

"ABM.  LEGGETT,  Chairn." 

Whereas  Abraham  P.  Lott,  Esquire,  one  of  the  agents 
to  purchase  salt  for  the  use  of  tins  State,  having  repre- 
sented to  this  Council,  that  there  is  a  considerable  quantity 
of  the  said  salt  now  at  Simsbury  and  other  places  to  the 
eastward  of  the  Green  woods,  and  that  he  can  not  possi- 
bly procure  teams  to  transport  ihe  same  to  the  several  pla-  j 
ces  within  this  State,  where  the  same  is  directed  to  be  } 
deposited  :  And  whereas  tl.c  committee  of  the  county  of 
Westchester  having,  by  their  petition  to  this  Council,  re- 
quested to  receive  at  Simsbury  liie  quantity  of  the  salt  al- 
lotted to  the  said  county,  to  be  distributed  and  paid  for, 
agreeably  to  the  rcsoluiions  of  the  late  Council  of  Safely 
of  this  State,  passed  the  eighth  day  of  September  last : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Abraham  P.  Loit,  Esquire,  be 
authorized  and  required  to  deliver  five  hundred  bushels  of 
the  salt,  (being  the  quantity  allotted  to  the  said  county)  pur- 
chased by  him  for  the  use  of  this  State,  and  now  lodged 
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to  the  eastward  of  the  Green  woods,  to  the  order  of  the 
chairman  of  tiie  committee  of  the  county  of  Westchester. 

Resolved,  That  tliis  Stale  will  defray  the  expense  of 
transporting  the  said  salt  from  the  several  places  where 
the  same  shall  be  delivered  to  the  said  chairman  or  liis 
order,  to  the  two  several  places  of  distribution  in  the  said 
county ;  and  that  the  said  chairman  produce  his  account, 
with  his  vouchers  of  such  expense,  to  the  Auditor-General 
of  this  State,  who  is  directed  to  audit  the  same  for  pay- 
ment. 

Mr.  Abraham  Hasbrouck,  Junr.  of  Ulster  county,  having 
applied  for  a  permit  to  transport  four  casks  of  flour  to  some 
of  the  eastern  States,  in  order  to  procure  salt,  was  called 
in,  and  look  an  oath  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  I,  Abraham  Hasbrouck,  Junr.  of  Ulster  county,  in  the 
State  of  New-York,  do  solemnly  swear,  in  the  presence  of 
Almighty  God,  that  I  will  use  my  utmost  endeavours  to 
purchase  salt  for  the  amount  or  value  of  such  quaniity  of 
flour  as  I  may  be  permitted  to  transport  out  of  this  State 
to  any  of  the  eastern  States. 

"  I3ated  this  eighteenth  day  of  November,  1 777. 

"A.  HASBROUCK,  Junr." 

Mr.  Abraham  Hasbrouck,  Junr.  of  Ulster  county,  in  the 
State  of  New- York,  having  made  oath  before  this  Council 
that  he  will  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  purchase  salt  for 
the  amount  or  value  of  such  quaniity  of  flour  as  he  may 
be  permitted  to  transport  out  of  this  State  to  any  of  the 
eastern  States : 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  said  Abraham  Has- 
brouck, Junr.  be  and  is  hereby  permitted  to  transport  four 
casks  of  flour  to  any  of  the  eastern  United  States,  to  pur- 
chase or  procure  salt ;  and  that  he  report  to  this  Council 
the  quaniity  of  salt  he  shall  have  brought  into  this  Slate, 
in  return  for  the  said  flour. 

Joseph  Bean,  of  Rockingham  county,  in  the  State  of 
New-Hampshire,  applied  for  leave  to  export  three  thou- 
sand six  hundred  wei£:ht  of  flour  for  fifty  bushels  of  salt, 
which  he  made  oath  that  he  had  brought  into  this  State. 

Thereupon,  a  permit  was  given  to  him  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, vizt : 

"  The  bearer,  Mr.  Josepii  Bean,  of  Rockingham,  in  the 
State  of  New-Hampshire,  innholder,  having  made  oath 
before  this  Council,  that  he  has  brought  into  this  State 
fifty  bushels  of  salt,  part  of  which  is  sold  and  delivered  to 
the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  in  Dutcliess  county,  and  tint 
he  will  dispose  of  the  residue  thereof  to  ihe  inhabitants  of 
this  State  : 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  said  Joseph  Bean  be 
and  is  hereby  permitted  to  transport  three  thousand  six 
inindred  weight  of  flour,  in  two  teams,  out  of  this  Slate  to 
any  of  the  eastern  United  Slates." 

The  case  and  application  of  John  Patterson,  Esqr.  was 
taken  in  consideration,  and  the  sentiments  of  the  members 
being  given,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  this  afternoon. 

Adjourned  until  3  ho.  P.  M.         .  .  ,    ,     ,  . 

Die  Martis,  3  ho.  P.  M.  November  18,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tern 
Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Snyder, 
Jtr.  Harper. — Quorum. 
Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Mr.  Walter  Livingston,  Mr.  Lott,  Mr.  Clarke. 

Mr.  Walter  Livingston,  in  be'nalf  of  John  Patterson, 
Esqr.  represented  to  tlie  Council  that  it  was  very  impro- 
bable Mr.  Patterson  would  succeed  in  his  application  by 
letter  for  an  exchange,  though  he  doubtless  would  effect  it,  if 
he  was  indulged  in  going  to  New-York  in  person. 

That  Mr.  Patterson  was  willing  to  engage  on  his  parol 
of  honour,  not  to  give  any  advice  or  information,  any  wise 
relative  to  the  present  controversy  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  Great  Britain,  or  serve  in  any  mili- 
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tarv  capacity  whatsoever,  until  duly  exchanged  with 
 o,ul  aunrobation  of  the  executive  power  of 


the 

consent^  and  approbation  of  the  executive  power  of  lliis 
Slate  •  an''  Livingston  offering  to  become  bound  as 
iccuri'ty  for  Mr.  Patterson,  that  he  would  appear  and  sur- 
render himself  again  as  a  prisoner,  whenever  required  by 
the  Governor  of  this  Stale,  unless  duly  exchanged  for  either 
of  the  persons  mentioned  in  the  resolutions  of  this  Council 
of  tlie  twelfth  instant,  or  such  other  person  as  llie  Gover- 
nor of  this  State  shall  appoint. 

The  same  being  taken  into  consideration  :  Thereupon, 
Reiolved,  Thai  John  Pallerson,  Esqr.  be  permitted  to 
pass  to  the  city  of  New- York  with  his  family  (male  ser- 
yants  excepted)  and  effects,  upon  the  terms  above  pro- 
posed. 

Resolved,  That  the  bond  from  Walter  Livingston,  Esqr. 
for  the  purpose  above  mentioned,  be  in  the  penally  of  five 
hundred  pounds,  and  be  taken  to  the  Treasurer  of  this 
State. 

Resolved,  That  Anthony  Hoffman,  Esquire,  be  autho- 
rized to  take  tlie  above  parol  from  Mr.  Pallerson,  and  thai 
Le  transmit  the  same  when  subscribed  by  Mr.  Pallerson 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  this  Slate. 

Thereupon,  Waller  Livingston,  Esqr.  executed  such  bond 
as  aforesaid,  which  bond,  wiih  the  condition,  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  That  I,  Walter  Li- 
Tingston,  Esqr.  of  the  manor  of  Livingston,  in  the  State  of 
New- York,  am  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  Peter  Van 
Brugh  Livingston,  Treasurer  of  ihe  said  Slate,  in  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  pounds  lawful  money  of  ihe  said  Slate,  to 
be  paid  to  the  said  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  his  ex- 
ecutors, administrators,  or  assigns,  for  tlie  use  of  tiie  said 
State.  For  payment  whereof  I  bind  myself,  my  heirs,  ex- 
ecutors and  administrators,  firmly  by  these  presents,  sealed 
with  my  seal,  dated  the  eighteenth  day  of  iNovember,  in 
Uie  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-seven,  1777  : 

"  Whereas  John  Patterson,  Esquire,  late  collector  of 
Uic  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  now  a  prisoner  in  the  manor 
of  Livingston,  halh,  upon  his  application,  obtained  permis- 
sion from  the  Council  of  Safety  of  ihis  Stale,  to  pass  to 
the  cily  of  New-York,  to  solicit  an  exchance  of  himself  for 
Major  Hatfield,  Captain  Van  Dyck,  William  Miller  of 
Westciiester  county,  Garret  Van  Wagenen  and  Wynanl 
Van  Zandt  of  the  city  of  iXew-York,  or  either  of  them,  or 
such  other  person  as  the  Governor  of  this  Slate  for  the 
xime  being,  shall  appoint:  And  whereas  the  above  buun- 
den  Walter  Livingston,  Esqr.  hath  consented  lo  become 
bound  as  surely  for  the  said  John  Patterson,  that  in  case 
such  exchange  can  not  be  effected,  that  he  ihe  said  John 
Pallerson  will -appear  and  surrender  himself  again  a  priso- 
ner. Now  therefore,  the  condition  of  the  above  obligation 
is  such  that  if  the  said  John  Patterson  shall  not  be  ex- 
changed for  the  said  Major  ILufield,  Captain  Abraham  Van 
Dyck,  William  Miller  of  Westchester  county,  Gerret  Van 
Wagenen  and  Wynanl  Van  Zandt  of  ihe  cily  of  New- 
York,  or  either  of  them,  or  sucii  other  person  as  the  Go- 
vernor of  this  Slate  forllie  lime  being.sluill  appoint, and  shall 
then  appear  and  surrender  himsclt  aaain  to  the  Governor 
of  this  Stale  for  the  lime  beins,  wlienevcr  ihereunto  re- 
quired by  liie  (iovernor  of  this  Stale  for  the  time  being,  or 
williin  four  months  after  notice  of  such  requisition  to  liie 
said  Walter  Livingston,  then  the  above  obligation  to  be 
void,  else  to  remain  in  full  force. 

"  WALTER  LIVINGSTON,  [l.  s.] 
"  Sealed  and  delivered  in  the 
presence  of 

"  RoBT.  Benson, 

"John  McKesson." 
Adjourned  until  to-morrow  3  ho.  P.  M. 


DIE  MERCURII,  3  ho.  p.  m. 

November  19,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tern. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr  Snyder,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  bcott  Mr. 
Pawling,  Mr.  Dunscomb. — Quorum.  ' 
Mr.  Clark. 

.   A  letter  from  His  E.xcellency  the  Governor,  w.is  read 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  vizt  : 

"  Pougkkeepsie,  llth  Xnvr.  1777. 

"  Gentlemen — The  ship  carpenters,  residing;  m  ;ind 
about  this  place,  who  were  employed  in  building  the  two 
Continental  frigates,  iiave  some  time  ago  presenied  nic  a 
petition,  selling  forlli  their  distressed  situation,  wlncli  1 
intended  to  have  transmitted  you  ;  but,  before  1  iiad  an  op- 
portunity, it  was  mislaid,  and  I  have  not  since  been  able  to 
find  it.  It  sets  forth,  in  substance,  thai  they  were  all  citi- 
zens of  New-York,  who,  while  in  the  cily,  supported  their 
families  comfortably  by  their  trades  ;  liiai  they  all  either 
moved  up  to  this  place,  at  the  instance  of  ilic  public  lo 
work  on  ihose  ships,  or  afterwards  on  the  approach  of  the 
enemy ;  that  almost  ever  since  the  completion  of  the 
frigates,  ihey  have  been  out  of  employ,  during  which  time 
ihey  have  expended  their  earnings  in  support  oi  their  fami- 
lies, and  unless  some  mode  can  be  devised  lo  employ  them, 
and  such  wages  allowed,  as  shall  be  in  some  decree  pro- 
portionate to  llie  high  prices  ihey  are  obliged  to  pay  for 
the  necessary  articles  of  life,  they  will  be  constrained 
(though  with  great  reluctance)  lo  leave  the  Slate. 

"  I  am  convinced  their  case  is  hard,  and  at  the  same 
time  sensible  thai  if  so  many  valuable  artificers  leave  the 
Stale,  it  will  he  a  public  injury.  I  wish,  therefore,  some- 
thing could  be  done,  lo  enable  them  to  conliiuie  in  it.  I 
have  wrote  to  the  deputy  qnarlcr-masler-general,  niciuion- 
ing  their  case  to  him  ;  bui  I  fear  the  wages  he  is  aiuiioriz- 
ed  lo  give  is  not  such  as  they  can  live  on  at  this  extrava- 
gant time.  I  liave  but  little  hopes,  therefore,  of  their 
getting  relief  in  that  way,  and  unless  the  Council  can  de- 
vise some  plan  by  which  they  can  be  employed  with  more 
generous  wages,  I  fear  we  shall  lose  iheni.  I  can  not  help 
but  think  it  would  be  wise  policy,  and  perfectly  consistent 
with  justice,  to  place  those  people,  and  others  of  our  dis- 
tressed friends,  in  the  huuses  of  those  villains  who  have 
gone  lo  the  enemy,  which  alone  would  enable  lliemlo  sup- 
port themselves  and  families  on  moderate  wages. 

"The  want  of  tools,  and  the  sloth  of  the  militia,  which 
is  as  great  as  ever,  occasion  our  works  lo  go  on  very 
slow. 

"  I  am,  with  due  respect, 

"Your  most  obedt.  servl. 

"GEO.  CLLNTON. 

"  Council  of  Safety." 

Lancaster  Burling,  a  master  carpenter,  who  was  the 
bearer  of  ihe  said  letter,  was  called  in  and  heard.  He  said 
he  did  not  '.now  of  any  business  in  which  the  ship  carpen- 
ters could  be  employed,  unless  in  culling  limber  or  making 
bridges. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Henry  deliver  out  of  the 
clothing  store  of  this  state  lo  John  Holt,  printer,  or  Eliza- 
beth Holt,  or  his  or  her  order,  three  shirts,  one  waistcoat, 
Uvo  pair  of  shoes,  and  iwo  pair  of  breeches,  or  so  much 
cloth  as  lo  make  two  pair  of  breeches,  the  same  effects 
being  for  the  use  of  his  journeyman  and  servant  boy.  That 
Mr.  Henry  deliver  ihe  said  articles  on  receiving  payment 
for  the  amount  of  the  value  thereof,  and  credit  lliis  Slate 
for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Henry  deliver  out  of  the 
clothing  store  of  this  State  lo  Captain  Abraham  Lewis,  for 
the  use  of  himself  and  his  lieutenant,  two  waistcoats,  two 
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pair  of  shoes,  and  two  pair  of  bieeclics,  or  so  much  clolh 
as  to  make  two  pair  of  breeches.  Tliat  Mr.  Heniy  deliver 
the  said  articles  on  receiving  payment  for  the  amount  there- 
of, and  credit  this  Stale  for  llie  same. 

Mr.  Benson  reported  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  Major-General 
Gates,  requesting  the  General  to  aid  Captain  Benson  in 
securing  the  armed  sloop  Hudson,  (belorigmg  to  this  state,) 
against  the  ice  at  Albany.  The  same  being  read,  was  ap- 
proved of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sir — Upon  the  late  pressing  call  for  liour  from  the 
northern  army,  we  ordered  a  sloop  of  war  belonging  to 
this  state,  as  there  were  not  a  sulhcienc  number  ol  other 
yessels  to  be  procured,  to  take  a  quantity  on  board  and 
transport  it  to  Albany.  Wliile  employed  in  this  service, 
she  lately,  in  one  of  the  high  winds,  drove  from  the  wharf, 
and  now  lies  aground  opposite  tlie  city  in  a  very  dangerous 
situation.  We  have  directed  Captam  Benson,  the  com- 
mander, immediately  to  repair  to  Albany  and  endeavour  to 
have  her  secured  against  the  approaching  winter ;  and  we 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  recommending  him  to  you  for  such 
aid  from  the  army  as  may  be  necessary  for  this  purpose. 

"  Though  from  your  readiness,  sir,  to  promote  the  public 
cause  on  all  occasions,  we  liave  no  doubt  but  that  you  will 
furnish  Captain  Benson  with  all  the  assistance  in  your 
power,  in  order  to  save  a  vessel  so  much  wanted  on  the 
river,  being  the  only  one  armed  ;  but  we  conceive  it  also 
not  improper  to  suggest,  that  should  she  now  be  lost,  she 
will  be  deemed  ost  in  the  service  of  ihe  States,  and  coiise- 
qaenlly  become  a  Coniinenial  charge. 

"  1  am,  wilh  great  respect  and  esteem,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obetlient  humble  servant. 

"  To  the  Honorable  Major  Genl  Gates." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed  and  signed 
by  the  President  pro  tempore,  and  transmitted  by  Captain 
Benson. 

A  letter  from  John  Barclay,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Albany,  dated  the  12lh  of  Nov.  instant,  was  read, 
and  follows,  vizt. 

"  -Albany  Committee  Chamber,  V2lh  Novr.  1777. 

"  Sir — In  consequence  of  the  request  of  the  Committee 
of  Safely,  signified  by  your  favour  of  the  7lli  instant,  this 
committee  have  made  inquiry  for  a  room  in  this  city  which 
may  answer  the  purpose  of  depositing  the  records  of  this 
State  with  safety. 

"  They  are  happy  to  acquaint  you  that  Mr.  Abraham 
Douw,  a  gentleman  of  respect  in  this  city,  is  willing  to 
spare  a  room  in  a  lower  story  in  his  house  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  at  the  same  time  furnish  boarding  for  Mr.  Bay- 
ard. This  house  is  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  and 
will  therefore  afford  security  against  attempts  of  secret 
enemies. 

"  The  committee  have  also  to  request  the  favour  of  the 
Council  to  remove  to  this  city  the  n  cords  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Albany,  as  also  the  records  of  this  county  com- 
mittee. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obed't  servt. 

"  By  order. 
'•JOHN  BARCLAY,  Chairman. 
"To  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety.'' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Henry  deliver  out  of  the 
clothing  siore  of  this  Slate  to  Egbert  Benson,  Esqr.  or  his 
order,  one  shirt,  one  pair  of  hose  of  ihe  coarsest  kind,  for 
the  use  of  a  negru  wounded  prisoner  now  at  lihinbeeck. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  ho.  A.  M. 


DIE  JOVIS,  10  no.  A.  M. 

November  20,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PacsENT— Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tern. 
Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  SnyJer,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Benson, 
J4r.  Webster — Quorum. 
Mr.  £.  Clark,  Mr.  Philip  Livingstoa. 


The  Council  having  sat  and  considered  different  matters 
until  half  an  hour  past  twelve  o'clock,  adjourned  until 
three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Die  Jovis,  3  ho.  P.  M.  November  29,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pkese.nt — Evert  RancUer,  Esq.  President  pro  tern. 

Mr.  Pawlins,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Benson, 
Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Scott — Quorum. 
Mr.  E.  Clark,  Mr.  Phil.  Livingston. 

Ordered,  That  Dirck  Wynkoop.  Esqr.  and  Mr.  Oke 
Suydam,  deliver  to  Christopher  Tappen,  Esq.  deputy  clerk 
of  ihe  county  of  Ulster,  the  records  and  papers  of  the  said 
county  which  were  committed  to  their  care  by  an  order  of 
this  Council  of  the  ninth  of  October  last  past. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  pay  unto  Mr. 
Andrew  Oliver  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars,  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  the  use  made  of  his  house  by  this  Council,  during 
their  sitting  at  Marble  Town. 

Abraham  Burghardt,  of  Barrington,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  (who  was  taken  a  prisoner  last  spring 
at  or  near  Ramepough,  as  he  was  coming  from  the  enemy, 
in  the  city  of  New-York,)  was  solemnly  sworn  before  the 
Council  "  that  he  will,  to  the  utmost  of  iiis  power,  main- 
tain and  defend  the  freedom  and  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America,"  and  was  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  one  ot  the  Secretaries  give  him  a  cer- 
tificate of  his  having  taken  the  said  oath,  and  a  discharge, 
and  permission  to  return  to  Barrington  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Livingston  departed  the  Council. 

Mr.  Scoit,  according  t.o  order,  reported  a  draft  of  a  reso- 
lution, prescribing  the  terms  on  which  flour  and  meal  may 
be  e.xported  from  this  Slate  to  the  eastern  States. 

The  same  were  twice  read,  and  then  read  by  paragraphs 
and  amended,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  ho.  A.  M. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

November  21,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tempore. 

Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr  Pawling,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Benson, 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Webster — (Quorum. 
Mr.  Livingston,  iMr.  £.  Clark. 

Thomas  Storm,  of  Dutchess  county,  applied  for  a  permit 
to  transport  flour  to  Massachusetts  Hny,  in  return  fur  salt; 
and  for  lhat  purpose  made  oath  as  follows,  vizt: 

"  Thomas  Storm,  of  Fishkill,  in  Dutchess  county,  being 
duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almightv  God,  de- 
poseihand  saith.  That  within  twomonihs  last  past,  Ebenezer 
Hall,  of  Water  Town,  in  the  Stale  of  Masachuselts  Bay, 
El)enezcr  Child,  Joseph  Kelllc  and  William  Stinipsoii,  all 
of  Boston,  in  Massachusetts  Bay  aforesaid,  have  brought 
into  Dutchess  county  al)out  three  hundred  bushels  of  salt, 
ihe  greater  part  whereof  has  been  sold  to  ilie  inhabitants 
of  this  Slate  ;  that  the  said  Ebenezer  Hall  and  the  other 
three  persons  above  named,  e.\chaiiged  part  of  the  said  salt 
for  flour,  and  sold  other  parts  of  it  for  cash  ;  lhat  by  ex- 
change, and  with  cash  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  said 
sail,  ihc  said  Ebenezer  Hall,  Ebenezer  Child,  Jo^cph  Ket- 
tle anri  W  illiam  Siimpson,  have  in  the  whole  procured  in 
this  State  a  quaniiiy  of  flour  not  e.vcecdiiig  two  hundred 
barrels  ;  two  cart  loads  whereof  has,  in  pursuance  of  the 
embargo  laid  by  the  Council  of  Safely  of  this  Slate,  been 
detained  by  llie  committee  of  Pawling's  precinct;  and  lhat 
a  quantity  of  the  said  flour  remains  in  stores,  and  at  a  mill 
in  Dutchess  county,  not  amouniing  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  barrels  ;  that  the  whole  of  the  said  two  hundred  bar- 
rels of  flour  did  not  amount  to  the  value  of  the  salt  brought 
into  Duiclicss  county  by  ihc  said  Ebenezer  Hall,  Ebenezer 
Child,  Joseph  Kctlle  and  William  Siimpson,  and  sold  to 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Slate  part  of  the  said  salt,  having 


.1' 

-f 


3.]!  .) 
■ji'l!  1. 


I 

L 


■ ,  ,>:,»iei'i!  :'>'■'  ■J. 


1!» 


.        .mmuT.'.i'.  I  v/i'.U'U  i;t|.,  '  Ir.^.'i  ),.!>...  •.  ...a:".'  |  ' 


1084 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 


been  exchanged  for  iron,  and  a  small  part  of  it  for  hemp ; 
and  ihe  said"  Thomas  Storm  farther  deposeth  atid  saiih, 
lhal  no  greater  quantity  of  flour  or  meal  shall  be  exported 
out  of  Ill's  S'a'c  in  return  for  the  said  salt  than  sucli  quau- 
lilv  as  a  permit  may  be  given  by  the  Council  of  Safety  of 
State  to  be  exported  on  account  thereof. 

"  THOS.  STORM. 
"  Sworn  this  21st  day  of  November,  ) 
1777,  before  me.  J 

"Evert  Bancker,  Prest.pro  tern." 

Whereas  Thomas  Storm,  of  Fishkill,  in  Dutchess 
county,  has  made  oath  before  this  Council,  that  Ebenezer 
Hall,  of  Water  Town,  in  Massachusetts  Bay,  Ebenezer 
Child,  Joseph  Kettle  and  William  Slimpson,  all  of  Boston, 
in  Massachusetts  Bay  aforesaid,  have  within  two  months 
last  past  brought  into  Dutchess  county  about  three  hundred 
bushels  of  salt,  the  greater  part  whereof  has  been  sold  to 
or  bartered  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  Slate ;  that  by  ex- 
change and  with  cash  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  said  salt, 
they  have  in  the  wiiole  procured  in  this  State  a  quantity  of 
flour  not  exceeding  two  hundred  barrels  ;  that  the  said  two 
hundred  barrels  of  flour  does  not  amount  to  the  value  of 
liie  said  salt  brought  into  Dutchess  county,  by  the  said 
Ebenezer  Hall,  Ebenezer  Child,  Josepli  Kettle  and  Wil- 
liam Stimpson,  and  sold  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  ; 
and  the  said  Thomas  Storm  hath  farther  made  oath,  that  no 
greater  quantity  of  flour  or  meal  shall  be  exported  out  of 
lliis  State  in  return  for  the  said  salt,  than  such  quantity  as 
a  permit  may  be  given  by  the  Council  of  Safety  of  this 
Slate,  to  be  exported  on  account  tiiereof. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  Thomas  Storm  be 
and  is  hereby  permitted  to  transport  out  of  this  State  two 
hundred  barrels  of  flour,  including  forty-eight  barrels  of 
flour  which  he  has  already  sent  from  Fishkill,  on  eight 
carts,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Ebenezer  Hall,  Ebenezer 
Child,  Joseph  Kettle  and  William  Slimpson,  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay  aforesaid. 

Adjourned  until  4  ho.  P.  M. 

Die  Veneris,  4  ho.  P.  M.  November  21,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prisest — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tern. 

Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr. 
Harper,  .Mr.  Webster — Quorum. 
Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  E.  Clark. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  draft  of 
the  resolutions  prescribing  ihe  terms  on  which  flour  and 
meal  may  be  exported  from  this  State  to  the  eastern 
States,  which  being  read,  amended  and  agreed  to,  are  as 
follows,  vizt : 

Whereas,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  embargo  lately 
laid  by  this  Council  against  the  exportation  of  flour,  meal 
or  grain  out  of  this  State,  those  articles  may  be  exported 
from  the  same  by  special  licence  of  this  Council  or  the 
Legislature  of  this  Stale  :  And  whereas  all  due  encou- 
ragement ought  to  be  given  for  the  importation  of  salt  inlo 
the  same  at  as  moderate  a  price  as  possible  :  And  where- 
as this  valuable  end  as  well  as  that  of  supplying  our  breth- 
ren in  the  eastern  States  with  bread  or  other  flour  victuals 
for  their  necessary  consumption  on  shore  and  on  board 
their  vessels  in  their  voyages  and  in  their  cruises  against 
the  enemy,  cannot  be  obtained  without  a  permission  to  ex- 
port flour  and  meal :  And  whereas  it  is  requisite  never- 
theless, in  order  to  prevent  the  too  great  scarcity  and  en- 
hancement of  price  of  those  necessaries  wiiliin  this  State, 
and  all  supplies  thereof  to  the  enemy,  that  sucii  permission 
•hould  be  granted,  under  certain  restraints.  To  the  end 
therefore  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of  flour  and  meal  may 
be  exported  for  the  said  purposes,  under  proper  resiric- 
tions  and  licences  ;  also,  that  the  exportation  thereof  may 
be  obtained  with  the  greater  ease,  be  it  therefore  and  it 
is  hereby 

Resolved,  by  this  Council,  That  every  person  being  an 


actual  resident  within  this  Stale  or  of  either  of  the  States 
of  Connecticut,  Massaciiusetts  Bay,  INew-Hampshire  or 
Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Planiations,  and  huvinu-,  if  a 
resident  within  and  subject  of  this  Stale,  a  ccrlificaic  in 
writing,  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  comniiuce  ot  the 
district  wherein  he  shall  reside,  or  if  a  resident  and  subject 
of  either  of  ihe  said  other  States,  a  certificate  si"ii(<d  l)y 
the  chairman  or  other  proper  olhcer  of  the  district  \vhi  rem 
he  shall  be  resident,  specifying  such  person's  propi  r  \,.:u\c 
occupation  and  place  of  abode,  and  declaring  Inm  i,, 
well  attached  to  American  liberty  and  independence,  i;i 
be  and  is  hereby  permitted  and  allowed  to  iranspoii  il,,iir 
and  meal  from  this  Slate  into  any  of  the  said  other  Jm.il-s 
for  consumption  only  as  aforesaid,  and  for  no  other  u-c 
whatsoever,  and  under  the  following  restraints,  that  is  lo 
say: 

First.  That  the  general  committee  of  each  county  wiiiim 
ihis  Slate  shall  at  a  meeting  thereof,  lo  be  duly  convened 
by  the  chairman  thereof  without  delay,  by  pluraliiv  of 
voices,  appoint  wilhin  each  county  not  less  than  uvo  nor 
more  than  five  good,  honest  and  sufficient  persons,  aciual 
residents  within  the  same,  and  subjects  and  freeholders  of 
this  State,  commissioners  to  grant  licenses  to  such  persons 
as  shall  from  time  to  time  apply  to  them  for  leave  to  irans- 
port  flour  and  meal  from  ihis  State  inlo  either  of  llie  said 
oilier  Stales  ;  and  that  every  such  person  so  to  be  appoint- 
ed shall,  before  he  enter  on  the  execution  of  his  office  afore- 
said, lake  and  subscribe  before  the  chairman  of  such  nenc- 
ral  committee,  an  oath  in  writing,  either  on  the  Holy  Evan- 
gelists or  with  uplifted  hand,  of  the  following  tenor,  to  wii : 

"  I,  A  B,  [specifying  the  name,  occupation  and  place 
of  abode  of  the  person]  appointed  a  commissioner  ivitliin 
the  m  ihe  county  of  by  the  general  comiinitee 

of  the  said  county,  as  a  commissioner  to  license  the  e\iior- 
talion  of  flour  and  meal  out  of  this  Slate,  do  hereby  solemn- 
ly and  sincerely  swear  and  declare  in  the  presence  of  Al- 
mighty God,  that  1  will  in  all  things  well,  faithfully  and 
honestly,  and  without  partiality,  regard  lo  my  own  private 
interest,  fear,  favour,  affection,  or  hope  of  reward,  exe- 
cute the  ofBce  of  commissioner  for  granting  licences  to 
export  flour  out  of  this  State,  according  to  the  best  of  iny 
knowledge  and  understanding,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New-York,  of  the 
eleventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sevenly-seven  ;  and  thai  dur- 
ing my  continuance  in  the  said  ofHce  of  commissioner,  I 
will  not  be  directly  or  indirectly  interested  or  concerned  in 
the  exportation  of  flour  out  of  this  Stale,  so  help  me  God."' 

Which  oath  the  chairman  of  such  committee  is  hereby 
authorized  to  administer. 

Secondly.  That  every  person  being  a  resident  and  sub- 
ject  of  this  State,  shall  before  such  license  as  aforesaid 
shall  be  granted  lo  hirn  by  any  commissioner  within  the 
same,  take  and  subscribe  before  such  commissioner  to 
whom  he  shall  apply  for  such  license  as  aforesaid,  (who  is 
hereby  auihori7ed  to  administer  the  same,)  the  following 
oath,  either  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  or  wiiii  uplifted  hand, 
to  wit : 

"  L  A  B,  [specifying  the  proper  name,  occupation  and 
place  of  abode  of  the  deponent]  do  solemnly  swear  and 
declare  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  I  will  not 
export  out  of  liie  Slate  of  New- York  any  flour  or  meal 
into  any  other  place  or  country  than  such  parts  of  the  t^iatcs 
of  Connecticut,  Massachusetts  Bay,  New-Hani|isliirc,  or 
Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  as  arc  cr  :!;.iil 
not  be  in  possession  of  the  enemy  during  the  coniinii mro 
of  the  embargo  laid  against  the  exportation  ot  fK  ur,  meal 
and  grain  out  of  this  State,  by  a  resolution  ol  the  (/.luncil 
of  Safety  of  the  same,  bearing  dale  the  eleventli  d.iy  of  ■ 
November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  ihous.rnd  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  ;  and  that  I  will  not  export  out 
of  the  same  lo  any  or  either  of  the  said  other  Stales,  any 
flour  or  meal  whatsoever,  other  than  the  quantity  of  [here 
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insert  the  quantity  to  be  licensed]  according  to  the  tenor 
of  a  certain  license  to  be  granted  to  ine  by  [here  insert 
the  name  and  place  of  abode  of  the  commissioner]  one  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  bv  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  the 
said  Council  of  Safety,  bearing  date  the  twenty-first  day 
of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  to  license  the  exportation  of 
flour  and  meal  out  of  this  State,  and  dated  this  day 
of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 

dred and  unless  upon  fresh  license  to  be  had  and 

obtained  by  me  for  the  like  purpose,  after  I  shall  have  com- 
plied with  the  terms  of  this  oalii  ;  and  that  I  will  honestly 
and  firilhfuUy  do  my  utmost  endeavours  to  import  into  this 
State  the  wiiole  proceeds  of  tiie  said  quantity  of  flour  and 
meal,  [or  flour  or  meal  as  the  case  may  be,]  licensed  to  be  i 
exported  by  me,  in  salt,  and  consume  tlie  same  in  my  own 
family  or  dispose  thereof  by  retail,  within  this  State,  for 
the  use  of  sume  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  thereof,  so  help 
me  God." 

Thirdly.  That  no  resident  or  subject  of  this  State  shall, 
by  virtue  of  any  one  license,  export  out  of  this  Stale  more 
than  the  quantity  of  thirty  barrels  of  flour  or  meal. 

Fourthly.  That  every  person  being  a  resident  and  sub- 
ject of  either  of  the  said  Slates  of  Connecticut,  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  New-Hampshire,  or  Rhode-Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  shall,  before  such  licenses  aforesaid  be 
granted  to  him  by  any  commissioner  within  tlie  same,  take 
and  subscribe  before  such  commissioner  to  whom  he  shall 
apply  for  such  license  as  aforesaid,  (who  is  hereby  autho- 
rized to  administer  the  same,)  the  following  oath,  to  wit  ; 

"I,  A  B,  [specifying  the  proper  name,  occupation  and 
place  of  abode  of  the  deponent,]  do  solemnly  and  sincerely 
swear  and  declare,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that 
I  will  not  export  out  of  the  Slate  of  New-York  any  flour  or 
meal  into  any  other  place  or  country  than  such  place  or 
places  in  the  States  of  Connecticut,  Rhode-Island  and  Pro- 
vidence Plantations,  Massachusetts  Bay  or  New-Hamp- 
shire, as  shall  not  be  in  tlie  possession  of  ihe  enemy,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  embargo  laid  against  the  exportation 
of  flour,  meal  or  grain  out  of  this  State,  bv  a  resolution  of 
the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  same,  bearing  date  the  eleventh 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  tiiousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven  ;  and  that  I  will  not  ex- 
port out  of  the  saine,  to  any  or  eiiiier  of  the  said  other 
States,  any  flour  or  meal  whatsoever,  other  than  the  quan- 
tity of  [here  insert  the  quantity  to  be 
licensed,]  according  to  the  tenor  of  a  certain  license  to  be 
granted  to  me  by  [here  insert  the  name 
and  place  of  abode  of  the  commissioner,]  one  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  by  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  the  said 
Council  of  Safety,  bearuig  date  the  twenty-first  day  of  No- 
vember, in  ihe  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven,  to  license  the  exportation  of  flour 
and  meal  out  of  this  State,  and  dated  this  day 
of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  unless  upon  fresh  license,  to 
be  had  and  obtained  for  the  purpose,  after  I  shall  have 
made  a  further  importation  of  salt  into  this  State  ;  and  that 
I  have  purchased  [or  will  purchase,  as  the  case  may  be,] 
the  said  quanlity  of  flour  or  meal,  [here  insert  the  quantity.] 
bushels  of  already  imported  into  this  State,  in 
barter  for  salt,  or  for  money  arising  [or  that  may  arise,  as 
the  case  may  be,]  from  the  sale  of  the  said  salt ;  and  that 
I  have  not  exporied,  or  caused  to  be  exported,  and  will  not 
export,  or  cause  to  be  exported,  any  of  the  said  salt  out  of 
this  State,  but  have  disposed  [or  will  dispose,  as  ihe  case 
may  be,]  of  the  same  wiiliin  this  State,  by  retail,  for  the 
use  of  some  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  thereof.  So  help  me 
God." 

Fifthly.  That  every  such  commissioner  as  aforesaid, 
shall  keep  a  regular  book  of  his  proceedings  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  office,  in  which  shall  be  written  the  oath  afore- 
said of  every  such  exporter  to  whom  he  shall  grant  such 
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license  as  aforesaid,  to  be  subscribed  therein  by  such  export- 
er, and  certified  by  the  commissioner  ;  and  that  at  the  fool 
of  evcrv  such  oath,  shall  be  wrilien,  and  in  like  manner  cer- 
tified, tlie  license  thereby  referred  to  ;  and  tliat  a  true  copy 
thereof,  in  like  manner  subscribed  by  tlie  said  commis- 
sioner, be  given  by  such  commissioner  to  the  exporter  ; 
and  that  the  tenor  of  every  such  license  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit  : 

"  By  [inserting  the  name  and  place  of  abode 

of  ihe  commissioner,]  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
for  licensing  the  exportation  of  flour  and  meal  out  of  the 
State  of  New-York,  license  and  permission  is  hereby 
granted  to  [inserting  ihe  name,  occupation  an'd 

place  of  abode  of  the  exporter,]  to  export  [here 
insert  the  quanliiy  of  flour  or  meal  to  be  licensed,]  out  of 
this  State,  to  anv  place  or  places  not  in  possession  of  the 
enemy,  in  either  of  llic  States  of  Connecticut,  Rhode-Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  Massachusetts  Bay  or  New- 
Hampshire.  Given  under  my  hand  this  day 
of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 

hundred  and  ." 

Sixthly.  That  every  such  commissioner  shall,  on  every 
such  license  as  aforesaid,  and  the  proceedings  relating 
thereto,  and  before  liie  same  shall  be  granted,  have  and  re- 
ceive for  ilie  same,  from  the  person  to  whom  the  same 
shall  be  granted,  the  sum  of  six  shillings  and  no  more  for  a 
license  for  four  barrels  of  flour  or  meal,  and  tor  a  license 
for  any  greater  quantity  of  flour  or  meal,  the  sum  of  twenty 
shillings  and  no  more. 

Seventhly.  That  the  said  several  and  respective  county 
committees  shall,  from  time  to  time,  and  without  delay, 
transmit  to  this  Council  of  Safety,  or  the  Legislature  of 
this  State,  true  copies  of  iheir  aforesaid  several  appointments 
of  commissioners,  certified  by  their  respective  cliairinen. 

Eighthly.  That  the  said  several  commissioners  siiall, 
whenever  required  by  this  Council,  or  either  branch  of  ihe 
Legislature  of  this  State,  deliver  to  them  respectivelv  iheir 
respective  books,  in  which  lliey  shall  have  severally  inserted 
such  oaths  and  licenses  as  atorcsaid. 

Ninthly.  Tiiat  any  commissioner  who  shall  in  any  v,'ise 
wilfully  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  his  duty  herein  prescribed 
to  liim,  and  being  thereof  convicted,  shall  incur  the  crime, 
and  bear  the  punishment,  of  wilful  and  corrupt  pcrjurv. 

Tenthly  and  Lastly.  That  every  person  who  shall  export, 
or  cause  to  be  exported,  or  shall  sell  and  dispose  of,  or 
purchase  or  procure,  for  that  purpose,  any  flour,  knov.'ing 
the  same  to  be  intended  to  be  exported  out  of  this  Slate, 
conlrary  to  ihe  tenor  and  true  intent  and  meaning  of  ihis 
resolution,  and  shall  be  duly  convicted  thereof,  shall  suffer 
llie  pains  of  death,  without  the  benefit  of  clergy. 

Ordered,  'I'liat  one  hundred  copies  liiereot  be  printed  in 
liandliills,  and  that  the  same  be  printed  in  Samuel  Lou- 
don's newspaper. 

Rtsolved,  That  Mr.  ScoU,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Pawling 
and  -Mr.  Webster,  or  any  three  ot  them,  be  a  committee  to 
wait  on  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  confer  willi  him 
on  the  expediency  of  putting  an  end  to  the  session  of  ihis 
Council,  either  by  calling  the  Legislature  of  this  State, 
or  the  Conveniion  thereof. 

Resulvtd,  'I'hat  any  three  members  of  this  Council  be 
authorized  and  empowered  to  grant  permits  for  trie  expor- 
tation of  flour,  meal  and  grain  out  of  this  State  into  the 
Stales  of  Connecticut,  Rhode-Island,  Massachusetts  Bay, 
and  New-Hampshire  during  the  next  adjournment  of  tliis 
Council. 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  this  Council' 
proceed  to  Rochester,  and  bring  from  thence  to  this  place 
all  the  records  and  papers  of  the  late  Congresses,  Conven- 
tion, Committees  oi  Safely  and  Council  of  Safely  of  this 
State. 

Resolved,  That  the  powers  of  the  commissioners  of  se- 
questration in  ihc  several  counties  of  this  Stale,  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  are  extended  to  the  estates  and  effects  of 
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iuch  persons  as  have  been  condemned  and  executed  for 
treasonable  practices  against  this  Stale. 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday  next  10  ho.  A.  M. 


TUESDAY,  A.  M. 

November  25,  1777. 

[The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  a  memorandum  kept  by  Mr. 
Bobcrt  Harper.] 

Id  committee  of  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of 
New-York  :  Granted  a  permit  to  John  Hutchinson,  Daniel 
Wyman  and  John  Carter,  ail  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  to 
transport  twenty-eigbt  barrels  and  one  hogshead  of  flour 
from  this  Stale  to  ihe  said  Slate  of  Massacliusetts  Bay,  in 
return  for  salt,  which  they  have  brought  from  the  said  State 
into  Dutchess  county  on  ilie  20th  instant. 

John  Hutchinson  and  Daniel  Wyman,  of  Charlestown, 
in  Massachusetts  Bay,  applied  for  a  permit  to  transport 
flour  to  the  said  Slaie  in  return  for  salt,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose made  oath  as  follows,  vizt : 

"  John  Hutchinson  and  Daniel  Wyman,  of  Charlestown, 
aforesaid,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeih  and  sailh.  That  on 
the  twentieth  day  of  this  instant,  November,  they,  in  com- 
pany with  John  Center,  of  Woburn,  in  the  said  Slate,  have 
brought  into  Dutchess  county  about  tifiy  bushels  of  salt; 
that  a  part  of  which  has  been  sold  to  the  inhal)itants  of  this 
State  and  the  remainder  exchanged  for  flour,  contained  in 
twenty-eight  barrels  and  one  hogshead,  which  barrels  and 
hogshead  have,  in  pursuance  of  the  embargo  laid  by  the 
Council  of  Safety  of  this  Slate,  been  detained  by  ihe  com- 
mittee of  Pawling's  precinct ;  that  the  whole  of  the  said 
twenty-eight  barrels  and  one  hogshead  of  flour  did  not 
amount  to  the  value  of  the  salt  brought  into  Dutchess 
county  by  the  said  John  Hutchinson,  Daniel  Wyman  and 
John  Center.  And  ihe  said  John  Huir.hinson  and  Daniel 
Wyman  farther  dcposeih  and  saiih,  that  no  greater  quantity 
of  flour  or  meal  shall  be  exported  out  of  this  Stale  in  return 
for  the  said  salt,  than  such  quantity  as  a  permit  may  be 
given  by  the  Council  of  Safety  of  this  Slate,  to  be  ex- 
ported on  account  thereof. 

"JOHN  HUTCHINSON, 
"DANIEL  WYMAN. 
"  Sworn  this  25lh  day  of  No-  > 
Tcmber,  1777,  before  me.  S 

"Daniel  Dunscomb."  ;" 

Tuesday,  P.  M.  November  25,  1777. 

Present — 'Evert  Banckcr,  Esq.  President  pro  tempore. 

•Mr.  Scott,  *Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  £.  Clarke,  *Mr.  Duns- 
comb. 

I,  Thomas  Brinckle,  of  Ulster  county,  in  the  Stale  of 
New-York,  tailor,  do  solemnly  swear  and  declare  in  the 
presence  of  Almighly  God,  that  I  will  not  export  out  of 
this  Slate  any  flour  or  meal  inio  any  other  place  or  country 
than  such  parts  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  Massachusciis  Bay  or  New 
Hampshire,  as  are  not,  or  shall  not  be  in  the  possession 
of  the  enemy  during  the  continuance  of  the  embargo  laid 
against  the  exportation  of  flour,  meal  and  grain,  out  of  this 
Slate,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  bearing 
date  the  eleventh  day  of  November,  1777  ;  and  ihat  I  will 
not  export  out  of  the  same,  to  any  or  either  of  the  said 
Slates,  any  flour  or  meal  whatsoever  other  than  the  quan- 
lily  of  thirty  barrels  of  flour,  according  lo  the  tenor  of  a 
certain  license  to  be  granted  to  me  by  the  Council  of  Safety 
for  the  exportation  of  the  said  thirty  barrels  of  flour,  and 
to  bear  date  this  day,  unless  upon  a  fresh  license  to  he  had 
and  obtained  by  me  for  the  like  purpose,  alter  I  shall  have 
complied  with  the  terms  of  this  oath  ;  and  that  I  will  ho- 
nestly and  faithfully  do  my  utmost  endeavours  lo  import 
into  this  Slate,  ihe  whole  proceeds  of  the  said  quantity  of 
flour  so  licensed  lo  be  exported  by  me,  in  salt,  and  con- 
sume tlie  same  in  my  own  family  or  dispose  thereof  by  re- 


tail for  the  use  of  some  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  thereof ; 
and  that  I  will  honestly  report  lo  ihis  Council  of  Satoty  or 
the  Legislature  for  the  lime  then  being  (on  oath  if  required) 
the  quantity  of  salt  I  shaU  import  into  this  Stale  in  relurn 
for  the  said  thirty  barrels  of  flour,  so  help  me  (iod 

"THOS.  BRINCKLE. 
"  Sworn  this  25th  November,  > 
1777,  before  me.  J 

"  Evert  Bancker." 
A  permit  was  given  to  the  said  Thomas  Brinckle  in  the 
words  following,  vizt : 

"  State  of  New-York,  ss  : — By  Evert  Banckcr,  Presi- 
dent p-o  tempore,  John  Morin  Scott,  Robert  Harper,  J),i- 
niel  Dunscomb,  Philip  Livingston  and  Ebenezer  Clarke, 
of  the  Council  of  Safely  for  the  State  of  New- York  ; 

"Pursuant  to  certain  resolutions  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
for  the  Stale  of  New- York,  license  and  permission  is  lierc- 
by  granted  to  Thomas  Brinckle,  of  Marble  Town  in  VUtcr 
county,  trader,  to  export  thirty  barrels  of  flour  out  of  this 
State  to  any  place  or  places  not  in  possession  of  ihe  enemv 
in  either  of  the  States  of  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  Massachusetts  Bay  orNew-Haiup- 
shire.  Given  this  Uventy-fifih  day  of  November,  m  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven. 

"  By  order." 

"  Ulster  county,  ss. — I,  Daniel  Brodhead,  of  Marble 
Town,  in  Ulster  county,  yeoman,  do  solemnly  swear  and 
declare,  in  the  presence  of  Almighly  God,  that  I  ^viii  not 
export  out  of  this  State  any  flour  or  meal  into  any  oilier 
place  or  country,  than  such  parts  of  the  Stale  of  Connec- 
ticul,  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  or  New-Hampshire,  as  are  not  or  shall  not 
be  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy  during  the  continnaiice 
of  the  embargo  laid  against  the  exportation  of  flour,  meal 
and  grain  out  of  this  Slate,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Council 
of  Safely,  bearing  date  the  clevenih  day  of  November, 
1777  ;  and  that  I  will  not  export  out  of  the  same,  to  any  or 
either  of  the  said  States,  any  flour  or  meal  whatsoever, 
other  than  ihe  quantity  of  thirty  barrels  of  flour,  accordins 
to  the  tenor  of  a  certain  license  lo  be  granted  to  me  by  the 
Council  of  Safely,  for  the  exportation  of  the  said  thirty 
barrels  of  flour,  and  lo  bear  date  this  day,  unless  upon  a 
fresh  license  to  be  had  and  obtained  by  me  for  ilie  like  pur- 
pose, after  I  shall  have  complied  with  the  terms  ot  tliis 
oath;  and  that  I  will  honestly  and  faithfully  do  mv  utmost 
endeavours  lo  import  into  this  Stale  the  whole  proceeds  of 
the  said  quantity  of  flour  so  licensed  to  be  exporter!  by  me, 
in  salt,  and  consume  the  same  in  my  own  family,  or  uis- 
pose  thereof  by  retail  for  the  use  of  some  inhaljitanl  or 
inhabitants  thereof ;  and  that  I  will  honestly  report  to  this 
Council  of  Safely,  or  the  Legislature  for  ihe  time  then 
being  (on  oath,  if  required)  the  quantity  of  salt  I  shall 
import  into  this  Slate,  in  return  for  the  said  thirty  barrels 
of  flour,  so  help  me  God. 

"  DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
"  Sworn  this  2bth  Novr.  1777,  > 
before  me,  ) 

"  Evert  Bancker." 

A  permit  was  given  to  the  said  Daniel  Brodhead  in  the 
words  following,  vizt  : 

"  Ulster  county,  ss. — By  Evert  Bancker,  President  pro 
tempore,  Jolin  Morin  Scott,  Robert  Harper,  Daniel  Duns- 
comb, Philip  Livingston  and  Ebenezer  Clarke,  members 
of  the  Council  of  Safely  for  the  State  of  New-York. 

"  Pursuant  to  certain  resolutions  of  the  Council  of  Salely 
for  the  State  of  New-York,  license  and  permission  is  hereby 
gianled  to  Daniel  Broadhcad,  of  Marble  Town,  in  I'lsier 
county,  yeoman,  to  export  thirty  barrels  ol  flour  out  of  this 
Slate  lo  any  ])lace  or  places  not  in  possession  of  ihe  enemy, 
in  either  of  the  Stales  of  Connecticut,  Rhode-Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  Massachusetts  Cay  or  New-Hamp- 
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shire.  Given  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven. 

"  By  order." 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

November  26,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tempore. 
Mr.  Harper,*  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Ph.  Livingston,  IMr.  Dunscomb,  Mr. 
Scott,*  Mr.  Webster,'  Mr.  Pawling. 

Mr.  Isaac  Clason,  of  Rynbeclv,  in  Dutchess  county,  of 
this  State,  trader,  applied  for  a  permit  to  transport  flour 
from  this  State  to  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  procure  salt, 
and  bring  the  same  into  this  State,  whereupon  lie  took  the 
following  oath,  vizt : 

"  I,  Isaac  Clason,  of  Rynbeeck,  in  Dutchess  county,  of 
the  State  of  New-York,  trader,  do  solemnly  swear  and  de- 
clare, in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  I  will  not  ex- 
port out  of  this  State  any  flour  or  meal  into  any  other  place 
or  country,  than  such  parts  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Massachusetts 
Bay  or  New-Hampshire,  as  are  not  or  shall  not  be  in  the 
possession  of  the  enemy,  during  the  contmuance  of  the 
embargo  laid  against  the  exportation  of  flour,  meal  and 
grain  out  of  this  State,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Council  of 
Safety,  bearing  date  the  eleventh  day  of  iN'ovember,  1777; 
and  that  I  will  not  export  out  of  the  same,  to  any  or  either 
of  the  said  Stales,  any  flour  or  meal  whatsoever,  other  than 
the  quantity  of  thirty  barrels  of  flour,  according  to  liie  tenor 
of  a  certain  license  to  be  granted  to  me  by  the  Council  of 
Safety,  for  the  exportation  of  the  said  thirty  barrels  of  tlour, 
and  to  bear  date  this  day,  unless  upon  a  fresh  license  to 
be  had  and  obtained  by  me  for  the  like  purpose,  after  I 
shall  have  complied  with  the  terms  of  this  oaih  ;  and  tliat 
I  vsrill  honestly  and  faillifuUy  do  mv  utmost  endeavours  to 
import  into  this  Stale,  the  whole  proceeds  of  the  said  quan- 
tity of  flour  so  licensed  to  be  exported  by  me,  in  sak,  and 
consume  the  same  in  my  own  family,  or  dispose  thereof 
by  retail,  for  the  use  ot  some  inhabitant  or  inhabitants 
thereof;  and  that  I  vvil!  honestly  report  to  this  Council  of 
Safety,  or  the  Legislature  of  this  Slate  for  llie  lime  being, 
(on  oaih,  if  required)  the  quantity  of  salt  I  shall  import 
into  this  State  in  return  tor  'he  said  thirty  barrels  of  flour, 
so  help  me  God. 

"ISAAC  CLASON. 

"  Sworn  this  26th  day  of  Novr.  ) 
1777,  before  me,  > 

"  Evert  B.^ncker." 

A  permit  was  thereupon  given  to  the  said  Isaac  Clason, 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  State  of  New-York,  \ 

Ulster  County,  i  '  By  Evert  Bancker,  Pre- 
sident pro  tempore,  John  Morin  Scoit,  Robert  Harper, 
Daniel  Dunscomb,  Levi  Pawling,  Alexr.  Webster,  Plulip 
Livingston  and  Ebcnezer  Clark,  Esqrs.  of  the  Council  of 
Safely  for  the  State  of  New-York  : 

"  Pursuant  to  certain  resolutions  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
for  the  State  of  New-York,  license  and  permission  is  iicrcby 
granted  to  Isaac  Clason,  of  Riiynbeck,  in  Dutchess  county, 
of  the  Slate  of  New-York,  trader,  to  export  thirty  barrels 
of  flour  out  of  this  State  to  any  place  or  places  not  in  pos- 
session of  the  enemy,  in  cither  of  the  States  of  Connecti- 
cut, Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Massachu- 
setts Bay  or  New-Hampshire.  Given  this  twcnly-sixtli 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1777. 

•'  By  order." 

William  Helms,  applying  for  license  to  transport  flour 
to  Connecticut,  for  Jonathan  Fitch,  commissary  for  the  said 


State  of  Connecticut,  was  examined,  part  of  his  examina- 
tion taken  in  writing,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
postponed. 

Die  Mercurii,  4  ho.  P.  M.  November  26,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tempore. 

Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Pawlini,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Webster, 
Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.E.  Clarke. 

Mr.  Cornelius  E.  Wynkoop  applied  for  a  permit  to 
export  thirty  barrels  of  flour  to  procure  salt ;  was  sworn 
as  follows,  vizt : 

"  I,  Cornelius  E.  Wynkoop,  of  Marble  Town,  in  Ulster 
county,  do  solemnly  swear  and  declare,  in  the  presence  of 
Almighty  God,  that  I  will  not  export  out  of  this  State  any 
flour  or  meal,  into  any  other  place  or  country,  than  such 
parts  of  the  Slate  of  Connecticut,  Rhode-Island  and  Pro- 
vidence Plantations,  Massachusetts  Bay  or  New-Hamp- 
siiire,  (as  are  not,  or  shall  not  be,  in  the  possession  of  the 
enemy,)  during  the  continuance  of  the  embargo  laid  against 
the  exportation  of  flour,  meal  and  grain  out  of  this  State, 
by  a  resolution  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  bearing  date  ihe 
eleventh  day  of  November,  1777  ;  and  that  I  will  not  ex- 
port out  of  the  same,  to  any  or  either  of  the  said  Slates, 
any  flour  or  meal  whatsoever,  other  than  the  quantity  of 
thirty  barrels  of  flour,  according  to  the  tenor  of  a  certain 
license,  to  be  granted  lo  me  by  the  Council  of  Safely,  for 
the  exportation  of  the  said  thirly  bands  of  floiu',  and  to 
bear  dale  this  day,  unless  upon  a  fresh  license  to  be  had 
and  obtained  by  me,  for  the  like  purpose,  after  I  shall  have 
complied  with  the  terms  of  this  oath  ;  and  thai  I  will  ho- 
nestly and  taithfully  do  my  utmost  endeavours  to  import 
into  this  Slate  the  whole  proceeds  of  ihe  said  quantity  of 
flour,  so  licensed  lo  be  exported  by  me,  in  salt ;  and  con- 
sume the  same  in  my  own  family,  or  dispose  thereof  by 
retail  for  the  use  of  some  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  thereof; 
and  that  I  will  lionesdy  report  lo  this  Council  of  Safety  or 
the  Legislature  of  this  Slate  for  the  lime  being,  (on  oath 
if  required,)  the  quantity  of  salt  I  shall  import  into  this 
State  in  return  for  the  said  thirty  barrels  of  flour  :  So  help 
me  God. 

"  CORN.  E.  WYNKOOP. 
"  Sworn  this  26th  day  of  Novr.  > 
1777,  before  me.  J 

"  Evert  Bancker." 
"  State  of  New-York,  > 
Ulster  Count!/,  S 
"  By  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New-York  : 

"  Pursuant  to  certain  resolutions  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
for  the  Stale  of  New-York,  license  and  permission  is  here- 
by granted  lo  Cornelius  E.  Wynkoop,  of  Marble  Town,  in 
Ulster  county,  of  the  State  of  New-York,  lo  transport 
thirty  barrels  of  flour  out  of  this  State  to  any  place  or 
places,  not  in  possession  of  ihe  enenij',  in  either  of  the 
States  of  Connecticut,  Rhode-I-<land  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations, Massachusetts  Bay  or  New-Hampshire. 

"Given  thi„  twenty-sixth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven. 

"  By  order." 

A  letter  from  John  Nicoll,  acting  deputy  quarter-master- 
general,  dated  at  New- Windsor,  on  the  twentieth  instant, 
was  read,  and  follows  in  the  words,  to  wit ; 

"  Kew-XVindsor,  Novemr.  20,  1777. 

"  HoND.  Sir — There  is  wanted  for  our  works  in  ob- 
structing the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river  here,  300  fa- 
lliom  of  three  inch  rope,  twelve  small  blocks,  three  anchors 
and  cables.  I  have  applied  to  the  Quarler-Mastcr-(jcncral, 
who  has  supplied  mc  with  alt  he  has  in  store,  and  will  still 
do  the  same  ;  but  these  things  he  has  not,  neither  can  by 
any  means  procure  ai  present.  I  am,  therefore,  under  the 
necessity  of  applying  to  you,  as  it  is  in  your  power  to 
order  them  off  some  of  the  vessels  which  are  laid  by  for 
the  winter,  and  by  that  time  our  business  will  be  done.  I 
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have  sent  Capt.  Willm.  Matthevvman  with  a  sloop  for  the 

purpose.  ^       sir,  your  most  obed.  hum.  servt. 

"  JOHN  NICOLL,  Act.  D.  Q.  M.  G." 
Thereupon,  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  Major-General  Gales 
was  prepared  by  the  Secretary,  read,  approved  of,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

<•  — Jlr.  John  Nicoll,  acting  deputy  quarter-master- 
ecneral  at  New-Windsor,  has,  by  Icllcr,  applied  to  us  for 
ihrec  hundred  fathom  of  liirce  inch  rope,  twelve  small 
blocks  and  three  anchors  and  cables.  We  conceive,  sir, 
his  application  would  have  been  more  properly  made  to 
you,  and  therefore  enclose  you  a  copy  of  his  letter. 

"  Indeed,  we  are  necessitated  to  refer  his  application  to 
you.  as  by  the  late  conflagration  of  the  Slate  rope  works, 
at  Kingston,  every  arlicic  which  Mr.  Nicoll  requests,  that 
was  in  our  power  to  furnish,  is  destroyed. 

"  We  are  informed  that  the  rope  and  blocks  requested, 


and  requests  tliat  they  may  be  settled  and  his  receipts  de- 
livered up. 

Ordered,  That  the  last  mentioned  three  letters  and  neli- 
tion  be  committed  to  Mr.  Harper  and  Major  Webster  lo 
report  thereon. 

"  Ulster  cvujiiij,  ss. — William  Helms,  on  his  examina- 
tion on  oath  says,  that  he  has  been  a  resident  oi  .New- 
Haven,  in  Connecticut,  for  two  years  past ;  that  he  lias 
not  any  certificate  from  the  committee,  or  :iiiy  proper 
oificer  ;  that  he  is  friendly  to  the  American  State?  ;  liiai  he 
is  not  well  acquainted  m  Dutchess  county;  ihat  ilirou 
weeks  after  he  came  into  this  State  he  was  empluyia  by 
the  commissary  for  the  Stale  of  Connecticut;  tiiat  he  lx- 
ciianged  salt,  gin  and  rum  for  the  flour  he  transporieii  out 
of  ihis  Stale  in  October  last ;  ihul  he  first  came  to  traiie  in 
ihis  State  the  VV  C  C  Iv  before  Fort  Monlsomerv  was  laiii-n  ; 
that  he  exported  otilv  eighteen  barrels  of  flour  out  ot  this 
Slate,  on  his  own  account,  before  he  was  employed  by  the 
Cominissary-General ;  lhat  the  flour  and  meal  sto])pei.l  at 


may  be  obtained  out  of  some  public  stores  at  Albany,  and  j  predericksburgh,  in  the  hands  of  Jeremiah  Burges,  A' 


hope  anchors  and  cables  may  be,  by  some  means,  also  ob- 
tained there. 

"  We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

"  With  great  respect  and  esteem,  sir, 

"  Your  most  obedt.  humble  servant, 

"  By  order. 

"Honl.  Major-Genl.  Gates,  Commander-in-Chief 

in  Ihe  Northern  Department." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed  and  signed, 
by  the  President,  and  iransmitied  by  Mr.  Malihewman. 

Whereas  information  hath  been  given  to  this  Council, 
by  Daniel  Graham,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the  committee  ot 
Ulster  county,  that  the  salt  allotted  to  the  inhabitants  ot 
the  southern  part  of  the  said  county,  is  by  no  means  sufii- 
cient  lo  supply  the  said  inhabitants,  agreeably  to  the  regu- 
lations of  the  late  Council  of  Safety,  whereby  the  said  salt 
is  directed  to  be  distributed,  at  three  quarts  to  each  person  : 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  appointed  lo  distri- 
bute the  salt  allotted  lo  the  inliahiianls  of  the  southern  part 
of  Ulster  county  be  and  are  hereby  autlioiized  to  distribute 
the  same  at  the  rate  of  three  pints  lo  each  person  only; 
any  thing  in  the  said  resolutions  of  the  late  Council  ot 
Safely  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  ho. 


itnan 


DIE  JO  VIS,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

November  27,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  lo  adjourninent. 

Present — Evert  Banclcer.  Esqr.  President  pro  tern, 
Mr.  Pawlins;.  Mr.  Benson,  .Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Scott, 
Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  P.  Livingston. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Khynbeck  precinct, 
dated  the  twenty-first  November  instant,  and  signed  by 
Jacob  Hcermans,  their  chairman,  was  read.  The  said 
committee  therein  complain  of  the  exorbitant  price  at  which 
Colo.  Robert  Livingston  sells  iron  ;  and  that  he  demands 
payment  foi:  the  same  in  pork,  at  the  rate  of  seventeen 
pounds  per  hundred.  And  in  a  poslcript  they  say,  lhat 
lliey  have  been  informed  lhat  Colo.  Livingston  demands 
twenty  pounds  per  hundred  for  iron. 

A  petition  of  Isaac  Van  Vlcck,  without  date,  praying  an 
order  lo  the  commissioners  of  sequestration  in  Albany 
county,  not  to  dispose  of  his  effects  as  confiscated. 

A  letter  froin  John  Younglove  and  George  Palmer,  two 
of  llie  commissioners  of  sequestration  in  the  northern  dis- 
trict of  the  county  of  Albany,  dated  at  Cambridge  ihe 
fifteenth  instant,  was  read.  They  thereby  complain  that 
the  allowance  made  to  them  is  insufficient  to  defray  their 
necessary  disbursements,  and  praying  such  relief  as  the 
Council  may  think  proper. 

A  letter  from  Major  John  Wheelock,  dated  at  Hanover 
on  the  thirtieth  day  of  October  last,  was  read.  He  therein 
mentions  that  he  has  sent  his  accounts  by  Captain  Paine, 


Crosby,  Theodorus  Cro.-^by,  and  one  Jones,  was  IS  barrels 
of  flour,  and  eight  barrels  of  cornel,  and  two  barrels  of 
wheat,  which  was  transported  lo  Norwalk  ;  that  eigl.i  of 
those  barrels  belonged  to  Samuel  Fairchild  of  New-lJaven, 
and  that  he  the  said  Wm.  Helms  has  not  at  any  time 
transported  any  other  flour  or  meal  out  of  this  Stale  ;  tiial 
ihe  said  flour  and  meal  was  sent  lo  the  care  of  Samuel 
Little  of  Norwalk,  and  from  thence  carried  to  New-Haven; 
thai  he  has  seen  one  Abbot,  at  Norwalk,  and  hearil  ot  liim 
otien,  but  is  not  much  acquainted  with  him  ;  lhat  on  the 
13lh  instant  he  was  appointed  by  Jonathan  Fitcli,  the 
commissary,  to  procure  flour  for  him,  and  lhat  the  commis- 
sary furnished  him  with  one  hundred  and  two  pounds  five 
si'.illings,  including  the  interest  thereon,  lawful  money  fijr 
lhat  purpose  ;  that  on  his  coming  into  this  Stale  in  conse- 
I  quence  of  the  said  appoinlment,  he  purchased  wheat,  and 
i  had  the  same  manufacuired  ;   that  for  some  of  the  said 
j  wheat  lie  gave  twelve  shillings,  and  for  olher  part  fourteen 
I  shillings  per  bushel  ;  that  the  same  was  nianufactuvcd  at 
I  the  mills  of  Samuel  Verplanck  ;  that  the  wheat  so  pur- 
I  chased  will  yield  about  filly  barrels  of  flour  and  cornel, 
I  and  did  cost  on  an  average  about  13s.  6<i.  per  bushel  ;  that 
j  since  his  appointment  by  Jonathan  Filch,  he  has  not  pur- 
chased any  grain,  flour,  or  meal,  on  his  own  account,  that 
he  imported  into  this  Stale  in  sugar,  gin,  and  17i  biisiiels 
of  salt,  to  the  amount,  as  he  sold,  of  about  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninetv-six  dollars  and  onn-fourlh  ot  a 
dollar;  lhat  he  purchased  for  Commissary  Fitch,  uvu  hun- 
dred and  six  bushels  of  wheat;  that  he  has  not  boimlit  any 
wheat  or  flour  for  himself,  except  the  quantity  above  men- 
tioned, unless  James  Biiichim  of  Fredericksburi;!!,  w;ih 
whom  he  left  some  sugar,  gin,  and  salt,  may  have  bartered 
the  same,  or  part  thereof,  for  flour,  meal,  or  grain;  that 
he  directed  the  said  Biirchim  to  dispose  of  his  said  sugar, 
cin  and  salt  for  any  kind  of  produce,  to  those  who  hail  pro- 
duce, and  to  sell  for  money  lo  those  who  had  no  pvodixe  ; 
that  the  28  barrc's  of  flour,  and  two  barrels  of  wheat,  which 
was  for  some  lime  detained  by  order  of  Colo.  Luddin^lon, 
was  detained  until  the  examinaiit's  character  and  repnl.ition 
was  mentioned  to  him,  because  Colo.  Luddington  had  !)ccn 
informed, as  he  said,  that  flour  vvas  sent  toNorwalk.and  Irom 
thence  transported  lo  the  enemy  ;  lhat  he,  ihis  deponent, 
has  been  informed  lhat  one  Jarvis  lately  (on  last  Sunday 
last  a  week,  lo  the  best  of  his  remembrance,)  went  oil  Irom 
Norwalk  in  a  boat  with  forty  barrels  of  flour,  antl  went 
into  Huntington  harbour;   lliat  he  left  the  28  barrels  of 
flour  and  meal,  and  two  barrels  of  wheal,  herein  before 
mentioned,    at  New-Haven,    when  he  came  Inst  from 
thence  ;  that  ten  barrels  of  the  said  flour  vvas  lo  be  sent  to 
a  personal  Norwich,  (to  wit,  to  Christopher  Letiingwell  as 
he  supposes,)  in  payment  for  salt  purchased  by  the  said 
Samuel  Little,  herein  before  mentioned. 

"  And  the  deponent  farther  deposeth  and  sailh,  lhat  Jo- 
nathan Filch  of  New-Haven,  acts  as  a  commissary,  in  Con- 
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nectic'Jt,  for  the  forces  that  go  through  that  State,  or  are  1 
stationed  in  llie  same  ;  ihal  tlic  said  Joiiailian  Fitch  did 
appoint  him,  the  deponent,  lo  piirchnso  flour  for  the  public 
use,  as  coiiimissary  ;  liiat  the  said  Jonathan  Filch  wrote 
the  appointment,  or  certiticaie,  produced  by  the  deponent 
,in  his,  the  deponent's  presence  ;  tliat  if  the  Council  of 
Safely  should  liiink  pruper  to  grant  a  permission  to  trans- 
port the  flour  whicli  llie  deponent  lias  applied  for  license 
and  permission  to  transport,  lie  will  use  his  best  endeavours 
to  have  the  same  transported  to  New-Haven,  and  delivered 
to  the  said  Jonathan  Fucli,  or  his  order ;  that  the  said  Jo- 
nathan Fitch  is  not  concerned  in  any  trade  or  traffic  as  a 
merchant,  to  his,  the  deponent's  knowledge  or  belief,  and 
that  he  verily  believes  that  the  said  flour  lor  which  he,  the 
deponent,  applies  for  a  license  and  permission  to  transport 
out  of  this  State  is  intended  to  be  applied,  and  will  be  ap- 
plied, for  the  support  of  the  troops  or  militia  of  the  said 
State  of  Connecticut,  or  of  the  United  American  Stales, 
that  may  pass  through  or  be  stationed  in  the  said  State  of 
Connecticut,  and  lo,  or  for  no  oilier  use  or  purpose  what- 
soever.   And  farther  the  deponent  saiih  not. 

"WILLIAM  HELMS. 
"  Sworn  this  27lh  day  of  No-  ) 
vember,  1777,  before  me,  S 

"Evert  Bancker." 

"  By  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New- York: 

"  License  and  permission  is  hereby  granted  to  William 
Helms  of  New-Haven,  in  the  .Stale  of  Connecticut,  to 
transport  out  of  this  Stale  of  New-York  liftv  barrels  of 
flour  to  New-Haven  aforesaid,  to  be  delivered  to  Jonathan 
Fitch,  Esqr.  at  New-Haven  as  commissary  for  the  support 
of  the  troops,  or  militia  of  the  said  Slate  of  Connecticut,  or 
of  the  United  .\mericin  Slates  that  may  pass  ihrouah,  or 
be  stationed  in  the  said  Stale  of  Connecticut ;  the  said 
William  Helms  having  given  such  assurances  by  oalh  that 
the  said  flour  shall  be  applied  lor  the  uses  above  mention- 
ed, as  were  required  by  this  Council." 

Mr.  Abraham  Schenk,  one  of  the  commissioners  for 
maintaining  and  providing  for  the  poor  refugees  now  in 
Dutchess  county,  gave  satisfactory  evidence  lo  the  Council 
that  the  said  commissioners  are  in  want  of  a  further  ad- 
vance of  cash  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  lo 
Abraham  Schenk  and  Gideon  Ver  Veelen,  the  commis- 
sioners for  providing  for  the  said  poor  in  Dutchess  county, 
or  either  of  them,  for  that  use,  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
pounds,  on  account,  and  lake  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  poor  in  Dutchess  county  in  the 
charge  of  Abraham  Schenk  and  Gideon  Verveelen,  com- 
missioners appointed  for  that  purpose,  be  entitled  lo  receive 
their  proportion  of  the  salt  alloUcd  lo  that  county  with  the 
other  inhabitants  tlicreof ;  and  that  the  commissioners  for 
distributing  the  said  sail  be  authorized  and  required  lo  de- 
liver lo  the  said  Abm.  Schenk  and  Gideon  Verveelen, 
(they  paying  for  the  same  at  the  rale  the  said  salt  is  direct- 
ed to  be  sold,)  for  the  use  ol  the  said  poor,  three  quarts  per 
head  for  so  many  of  the  said  poor  as  the  said  .Abraham 
Schenk  and  Gideon  Verveelen  shall  certify  they  now  have 
under  their  direction,  the  want  of  certificate  thai  the  said 
poor,  or  any  of  them,  are  well  attached  to  the  American 
cause  notwithstanding. 

P.  M.  November  27,  1777. 

The  same  members  as  this  morning,  with  Colo. 
Snyder. 

Whereas,  in  the  late  regulations  made  by  this  Council 
by  their  resolution  of  the  21st  day  of  November  instant,  to 
permit  the  exportation  of  flour  and  meal  from  this  .State  lo 
the  Slates  of  Connecticut,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Khode- 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  and  Ncw-Hamp»hirc, 
in  exchange  for  salt ;  no  provision  was  made  for  licensing 
the  exportation  of  flour  and  meal  by  the  commissaries 
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appointed  in  th  c  said  several  States  respectively,  for  victual- 
ing the  troops  wiiliin  the  sam.e,  that  shall  from  titne  to 
time  be  in  the  actual  service  of  the  said  several  States,  or 
any  other  of  llie  United  .Slates,  or  in  the  Continental  ser- 
vice ;  by  reason  whereof,  the  embargo  lately  laid  against 
the  exportation  of  flour,  meal  and  grain  out  of  this  Slate, 
will  prevent  the  said  commissaries  from  oblainiiig  out  of 
the  same  such  supplies  of  flour  and  meal  as  will  be  neces- 
sary for  the  use  and  purpose  aforesaid,  unless  some  special 
provision  be  made  in  the  case  by  this  Council  : 

Resolved,  ilierelore.  That  as  often  as  any  of  ihe  said 
commissaries,  or  their  assistants  or  agents,  shall  have 
need  to  export  flour  or  meal  lor  the  use  and  purpose  afore- 
said, out  of  this  Stale,  they  and  each  of  them  shall  be,  and 
are  hereby  severally  eniitled  to  ihe  benefit  of  the  said  re- 
solution for  the  exportation  of  flour  and  meal  for  the  use 
and  purpose  aforesaid,  for  sail  for  money  ;  and  instead  of 
llie  oath  prescribed  by  the  said  resolution,  shall,  bcfcre 
any  license  shall  be  granted  lo  him  or  them  for  such  expor- 
tation as  aforesaid,  by  any  of  the  commissioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  grant  licenses  by  virtue  of  the  said  resolution, 
take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath,  before  such  of  the 
said  commissioners  as  shall  grant  the  license,  lo  wit: 

"I,  A  B,  of,  [mentioning  the  place  and  Slate  wherein 
he  shall  reside,]  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear  and 
declare,  that  I  am  duly  appointed  commissary,  [or  as- 
sistant commissary,  as  the  case  may  be, J  for  supplying 
the  troops  within  the  Stale  of  [here  insert  the  name 
of  the  Stale  with  provisions,]  that  I  will  not  purchase  in 
and  export  out  ot  this  State  any  flour,  meal  or  grain  what- 
soever, olher  than  such  quanliiics  thereof  as  I  shall  receive 
license  lor,  of  equal  date  herewith,  from  one  of  the  coiiimis- 
sioners  appointed  tor  licensing  the  exportation  of  flour  out 
of  this  Stale,  by  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  the  Council  of 
Safety  of  the  same,  dated  the  21st  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  1777,  and  that  no  part  thereof  shall  be 
applied  by  me  or  by  any  other  person  with  my  consent  or 
permission,  to  any  oilier  use  or  purpose  than  is  herein 
above  mentioned  ;  and  that  I  will  not  under  colour  of  the 
said  license,  export  out  of  this  Stale  any  flour  or  meal  lor 
my  own  or  any  olher  private  use  whatsoever,  so  help  me 
God :"  And  turilier,  that  every  such  license  so  to  be 
granted  as  aforesaid,  by  virtue  hereof  shall  express  the  use 
lo  which  the  flour,  or  meal,  or  grain,  therein  licensed  for 
exportation  shall  be  applied  ;  and  that  every  sucli  oalh  and 
license  to  be  taken  and  granted  by  any  of  tlie  said  commis- 
sioners by  virtue  hereof,  !^hall  he  registered  by  the  com- 
missioner taking  and  granting  the  same,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  is  required  with  respect  to  oaths  lo  be  taken  and 
licenses  granted  by  virtue  of  the  said  resolution  of  ihe 
21st  day  ot  this  instant  month  of  November. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consiueraiioii  of  the  afore- 
going resolution  relative  to  the  exportalion  of  flour  and 
meal,  be  postpc^ned  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  .Stale  advance  to 
Mr.  Abraham  B.  Bancker,  commissary  of  prisoners  of  war 
in  this  state,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  on 
account. 

Ordi'red,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto 
Daniel  Dunscomb,  Esq.  the  sum  of  twenty-four  stiillings 
for  two  pair  of  hnuffers,  two  pair  of  hinges,  and  one  lock, 
for  the  use  of  the  General  Assembly  of  lliis  State. 

The  Committee  appointed  lo  wait  on  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  to  confer  wiih  him  on  the  expediency  of 
pulling  an  end  lo  ihe  session  of  this  Council  either  by  cal- 
ling llie  Legislature  of  this  Slate  or  the  Convention  thereof, 
re  ported  as  follows,  to  vvii : 

"That  lliey  had  wailed  on  His  Excellency  at  New-Wind- 
s'lr,  and  had  conferred  with  him  upon  the  subject.  That 
His  Excellency  informed  them  that  Congress  had  deter- 
mined 10  have  works  and  toriifications  erected  at  the  High- 
lands for  llie  defence  of  the  river  in  the  best  manner  possi- 
ble, and  committed  the  superintendence  of  it  lo  him;  and 
that  he  could  not,  consistent  with  a  proper  attention  to  this 
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matter  atlcnil  to  public  business  at  any  place  farther  dis- 
uiil  ff"""  'New- Windsor,  than  Poukeepsie  ;  tiiat  His 
Ficellt'ncy  conceived  it  most  expedient  lo  put  an  end  to 
uic  session  of  this  Council  by  calling  a  meeting  of  the 
IjC  Msl.iture,  and  therefore  proposed  ihe  Leijislaiure  should 
be  convened  by  his  pioclamatioii  at  Poukeepsie  very 
early  in  the  month  of  January  ;  that  thereupon  your  coni- 
miitec  agreed  that  Mr.  Benson  should  proceed  to  Pou- 
keepsie to  inquire  whether  accomniodalions  could  be  pro- 
cured there  for  theLegislature  ;  that  His  Excellency  wished 
iJiat  the  Council  would  take  the  matter  into  consideration 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  inform  him  of  their  opinion  ;  that 
His  Excellency  was  very  desirous  to  hold  a  council  of  ap- 
pointment to  appoint  magistrates  in  different  parts  ot  the 
State,  and  requested  this  Council,  by  circular  letters,  to 
inform  the  members  of  the  council  of  appointment  thereof; 
and  Mr.  Benson  reported  that  he  had  been  at  Poukeepsie, 
and  had  assembled  the  principal  inhabitants  of  that  place, 
who  had  agreed  to  accommodate  the  members  with  board, 
agreeable  to  the  list  which  Mr.  Benson  delivered  in  to  the 
Ccuncil." 

And,  the  same  being  taken  into  consideration,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  His  Excellency, 
the  Governor,  by  his  proclamation  lo  convene  the  Legisla- 
ture at  Poukeepsie  as  early  in  the  month  of  January  as 
possible. 


DIE  VENERIS,  10  no.  a.  m. 

November  28,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prisent — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tern. 
Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr. 
Webster,  .Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Van  Zandt. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Isaac  Van  Vleck,  delivered  in  their  report,  which  was  read 
«nd  filed.    And  it  was  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  this  Council  did  not,  by  discharging 
Isaac  Van  Vleck  from  confinement,  intend  lo  exempt  his 
estate  from  sequestration. 

Mr.  Dunscomb  dissented. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the 
committee  of  Rhinebeck,  reported  on  that  part  thereof 
•which  relates  to  the  practice  of  horse  racing,  was  read  and 
filed.  Thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  practice  of  horse  racing  is  prohibit- 
ed by  the  eighth  article  of  the  general  association  ;  and  that 
the  said  committee  have  full  power  to  put  the  same  into 
execution. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  sequestration,  in  the 
respective  counties  in  this  Stale,  be  and  ihey  are  hereby 
directed  to  depositwithout  delay,  into  the  treasury  of  this 
Slate,  all  the  gold  and  .silver,  and  all  wrought  plaie  belong- 
ing lo  the  estates  of  persons  gone  over  unlo  or  who  are 
with  the  enemy,  which  they  may  have  seized  and  taken 
into  their  possession  ;  and  that  the  plaie  and  money  seized 
from  the  estate  of  each  such  person  be  put  up  in  one  pack- 
age, and  each  package  marked  with  the  name  of  the  per- 
son from  whose  estate  the  same  was  so  seized  and  t^ken. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  ilie  several  reso- 
lutions of  Congress,  reported  ;  which  was  read  and  agreed 
to,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  lo  wit: 

"Your  committee  lo  whom  was  referred  the  resolutions 
of  Congress,  of  July  ,  August  the  28ih,  September  the 
3d,  October  the  14lh,  and  October  17th  last,  do  report 
with  respect  to  the  first  resohilion,  that  it  ought  to  be 
transmitted  to  His  Excellency  the  {>overnor,  with  whom 
your  committee  conceive  it  lies  to  appoint  persons  to  raise 
recruits  and  secure  deserters,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of 
the  resolution.  Your  committee  however  tliink  it  would 
not  be  improper,  if  the  Council  are  acquainted  with  any 
persons  proper  for  the  office,  lo  mention  them  to  His  Ex- 
cellency for  his  approbation. 


"  With  respect  to  tlie  second  resolution,  that  proper  pro- 
vision is  already  made  by  the  laws  of  this  Slate  fur  appre- 
hending persons  supposed  inimical  to  the  cause  of  Ameri- 
ca, and  that  it  does  not  appear  that  any  nicctinirs  of  suffer- 
ings have  been  held  by  the  people  called  Quakers,  in  iliis 
Slate. 

"  With  respect  to  the  third  resolution,  Uiat  a  bill  should 
be  brought  in  at  the  next  session  of  the  Lei;islature.  ap- 
pointing commissioners  lo  procure  tents,  arms  and  other 
military  stores,  blankets,  clothing,  medicines,  and  uiIk  t  ne- 
cessary articles  for  the  use  of  the  military  of  ihis  .St.ue  • 
and  that  the  quantity  of  military  stores  manuf ictiircil  m 
this  Stale,  if  any,  is  so  small  thai  it  is  altogether  unneces- 
sary 10  report  it  lo  Congress. 

"Willi  respect  to  ihe  fifth  resolution,  that  a  bill  ougUi  to 
be  brought  into  ihe  Legislature,  at  iheir  next  mcelini:,  |,ir 
completing  the  five  Continental  battalions,  raised  wiihin 
this  Slate.  Also  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  apprehend- 
ing and  securing  deserters  from  llie  service  of  these  Slates, 
and  detecting  and  punishing  persons  who  shall  knowiiitrly 
conceal  or  assist  such  deserters,  or  detain,  buy,  exchaiii;e 
or  receive  any  horse,  arms,  accoutrements  or  clothes  belong- 
ing to  these  States,  from  any  soldier,  trooper  or  mariner  m 
the  service  of  the  said  Slates." 

I 

Friday  Afternoon,  November  28,  1777. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Prest.  j)ro  tern. 

Mr.  Scott,  Sir.  Benson,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr. 
Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Dunscomb. 

The  committee  lo  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the 
committee  of  Kynbeck  precinct,  charging  Robl.  Livingston, 
Esqr.  with  selling  bar  iron  at  X'17  per  hundred,  reported 
the  following  resolutions,  which  being  read,  were  approved 
and  adopted  as  the  unanimous  act  of  this  Council,  lo  wit  : 

Resolved,  That  il  is  the  duly  of  this  Council  lo  lake 
nolice  of  the  complaint  against  the  said  Robert  Living- 
ston, contained  in  the  said  letter. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  such  parts  of  the  letter  as  re- 
lates to  the  said  complaint,  and  of  these  resolutions  be,  (by 
a  special  messenger  to  be  procured  for  that  purpose,) 
served  on  the  said  Robert  Livingston,  lo  the  end  that  he 
may  defend  himself  against  llie  said  charge. 

Resolved,  Thai  the  said  Robl.  Livingston,  forthwith, 
(either  by  a  personal  appearance  before  this  Council,  or  by 
letter,  to  be  transmitted  by  the  return  of  said  messenger,) 
whom  he  is  authorized  lo  detain  a  reasonable  lime  fur  iliat 
purpose,  inform  this  Council  whether  the  above  matter 
charged  against  him  is  true  ;  and  particularly  that  he  in- 
form this  Council  of  the  highest  price  at  which  he  has 
lately  sold  bar  iron,  and  as  nearly  as  ihe  same  can  be  com- 
puted of  the  difference  of  expense  between  the  present 
lime  and  the  year  1775,  of  manufacturing  a  ton  of  refined 
bar  iron  from  the  ore  al  his  iron  works. 

A  letter  from  the  comrniiiee  of  Albany,  signed  by  their 
secretary,  dated  the  18lh  inst.  with  ihe  documents  therein 
enclosed,  was  received  and  read. 

A  copy  of  a  letler  from  ihe  commiltee  of  Tryon  county, 
dated  the  fourteenth  day  of  November  instant,  therein  en- 
closed, relative  to  sending  a  parly  of  troops  lo  Unruiilla, 
and  an  extract  of  General  Gates's  letler  lo  the  committee 
of  Albany,  were  read,  and  are  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit : 

"  In  Committee  of  the  County  of  Tryon,  \ 
"November  14,  1777.  J 

*'  Sir — Notwithstanding  the  representations  made  by  the 
chairman  of  this  board,  when  last  in  Albany,  we  aie  again 
necessitated  to  apply  for  a  few  troops  lo  be  slationed  on 
the  southern  frontiers  of  this  county. 

"  We  have  lately  had  a  scouting  party  to  Unadilla,  who 
gave  us  information  that  a  larse  number  of  disaffected  peo- 
ple have  collected  al  that  place,  and  from  appearances, 
they  were  making  preparations  for  some  expedition.  Some 
say  it  is  meditated  against  the  frontiers  of  Ulster  county, 
while  others  say  it  is  intended  against  this  county. 


I 
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"  Unadilla  is  a  receptacle  for  all  deserters  from  the  army, 
runaway  negroes,  and  oUier  bad  people.  We  tliercfore 
judge  it  extremely  necessary  to  liave  that  nest  entirely 
eradicated;  and  until  that  is  done,  we  never  can  enjoy  our 
possessions  in  peace,  for  those  villains  carry  otf  all  the 
cattle  they  can  find,  besides  robbing  the  well  affected  in- 
habitants. 

"  We  are,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servants. 
"  By  order  of  the  committee, 

"PETER  S.DEYG ART, 

"  Chairman. 

"  To  John-  Barclay,  Esqr." 

The  extract  of  General  Gates's  letter,  in  answer  thereto, 
was  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  Col.  Van  Schaick  reports  that  Unadilla  is  near  70 
miles  southwest  of  Cherry  Valley;  that  there  is  no  means  of 
sending  supplies  or  maintaining  troops  when  they  are  there ; 
besides,  he  is  certain  that  anv  lories  or  disaffected  Indians 
that  may  be  there  will,  on  the  approach  of  any  party  to  rout 
them,  immediately  disperse." 


SATURDAY  MORNING, 

November  29,  1777. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  Prest.  pro  tern. 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  'Webster,  Mr.  Duscomb,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Benson, 
Mr.  Ph.  Livingston. 

The  weather  being  very  stormy,  no  other  members  at- 
tended ;  and  for  want  of  another  member  of  the  quotum, 
the  Council  could  not  proceed  to  business. 


MONDAY,  A.  M. 

December  1,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  Prest.  pro  tem. 
Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Paulding,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Dun=comb,  Mr.  Webster. 

A  letter  from  the  Honble.  Jas.  Duane,  Esqr.  was  read, 
and  follows,  viz : 

"  York  Town,  Pens.  2M  Novr.  1777. 

"  Dear  Sir — I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  your  ac- 
ceptable favour.  All  the  news  I  can  collect  I  have  by  this 
opportunity  conveyed  to  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety. 
As  it  will  fall,  of  course,  into  your  hands,  it  is  needless  to 
repeat  the  intelligence.  You  soon  will  receive  the  Confe- 
deration, with  an  address  to  convene  the  several  Lesfisla- 
tures  to  ratify  it ;  and  a  plan  of  taxation,  and  for  supplying 
the  army  on  more  reasonable  terms.  The  wealth  of  the 
Indies  would  not  support  the  war,  as  it  is  now  conducted. 
Indeed,  it  is  impossible  longer  to  gratify  ihe  avidity  of  the 
people,  who  set  no  bounds  to  their  sharping  and  extortion. 

"Mr.  Morris  has  not  yet  made  his  appearance,  nor  Mr. 
Lewis.  I  must  have  patience,  for  I  dare  not,  in  the  pre- 
sent circumstances,  leave  our  Stale  unrepresented.  Mv 
heart  bleeds  for  the  misfortunes  of  our  friends  of  Kingston, 
and  the  eastern  shore.  Our  implacable  enemies  seem  to 
have  taken  leave  of  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and  to  exult 
in  a  predatory  war,  which  would  disgrace  the  fiercest  sava- 
ges. That  God  in  whom  we  trust,  will,  I  hope,  inspire  us 
with  vigour  and  fortitude,  and  enable  us  to  put  a  speedy 
termination  to  these  trying  calamities. 

"Adieu,  my  dear  sir,  and  believe  me,  with  truth, 
"Your  most  obdt.  humble  servant, 

"  JAS.  DUANE. 

"  JoHK  McKessok,  Esqr." 

Col.  Paulding,  Major  Webster  and  Egbert  Benson,  Es- 
quires, delivered  in  a  memorandum  of  the  moneys  by  them 
expended  in  going  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  at 
New-Windsor,  and  returning,  in  obedience  to  an  order  of 
this  Council,  passed  the  21st  of  November  last,  amounting 
to  five  pounds  eighteen  shillings. 


Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Col. 
Levi  Pawling,  or  his  order,  the  said  sum  of  five  pounds 
eighteen  shillings,  and  take  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Robt. 
Benson,  Esqr.  one  of  the  Secretaries,  twelve  dollars,  for 
the  like  sum  by  him  advanced  for  the  State  to  James 
Campbell,  on  the  24ili  day  of  November  last,  for  carrying 
the  resolutions  of  the  Council  of  Safety  (relative  to  the 
exportation  of  Hour  and  meal  out  of  this  Stale)  to  the 
cliairiTien  of  the  committees  of  the  north  and  souili  sides 
of  the  mountains  in  Orange  county  and  to  the  cliairmau  of 
the  committee  of  Ulster  county. 

Monday,  P.  M.  December  1,  1777. 
Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  Prest.  P.  T. 

Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Pawling,  .Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr. 
Dnnscoinb,  Mr.  Webster,  .Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Mr.  liowan. 

Matthew  Adgate,  Esqr.  one  of  ttie  commissioners  of  se- 
questration for  the  lower  district  of  the  county  of  xMbany, 
in  behalf  of  the  said  commissioners,  laid  llie  case  ot  Wil- 
liam H.  Ludlow  before  this  Council,  from  whitli  and  from 
the  papers  attending  the  same,  it  appears  that  the  said 
William  H.  Ludlow  has  in  his  possession  at  Claverack 
divers  goods,  chattels  and  effects,  belonging  to  Gabriel  H. 
Ludlow  and  Charles  Shaw,  in  copartnersiiip,  who  are  now 
with  the  enemy  ;  wliich  goods,  chattels  and  effects  the  said 
Wm.  H.  Ludlow  claims  the  detention  from  the  said  com- 
missioner for  the  following  reasons,  to  wit :  Tliat  Henry 
Ludlow,  his  father,  had  invested  llie  said  copartnership 
with  a  considerable  share  of  his  properly,  to  the  amount  of 
three  thousand  pounds  and  upwards,  to  be  so  far  beiiehited 
himself  by  the  said  investiture  as  to  receive  an  ample, 
handsome  and  competent  supply  for  himself  and  ins  family 
from  the  advantages  arising  from  tlie  trade  of  the  said  co- 
partnership if  it  should  prove  successful.  Tliat  the  said 
Wm.  H.  Ludlow  has  received  and  is  possessed  of  the 
family  furniture  and  llie  clothing  of  such  of  the  family  as 
are  with  him,  with  some  articles  of  merchandise  belonging 
to  the  said  company,  lodged  in  his  hands  tor  sale,  lo  an- 
swer the  calls  of  the  said  family  during  the  present  trou- 
bles ;  and  that  the  said  William  H.  Ludlow  and  other  per- 
sons whom  the  said  commissioners  suspect  can  give  lull 
and  particular  information  of  the  said  goods,  chattels  and 
effects,  do  refuse  to  be  examined  hilly  upon  oath  touching 
the  same,  pursuant  lo  the  resolution  of  the  Convention  of 
this  State,  of  the  6lh  day  of  .March  last,  and  anotlier  reso- 
lution of  tlie  Council  of  Safely  of  this  State,  of  the  .Sih 
day  of  September  last ;  upon  which  case  the  said  commis- 
sioners pray  the  advice  of  this  Council  for  removing  certain 
doubts  thereon.    It  is  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  ought,  without 
delav,  to  carry  into  etTectiial  execution  the  said  resolution 
of  the  5ih  day  of  .September,  against  all  such  persons  who, 
being  required  by  the  said  commissioners,  shall  refuse  or 
delay  to  giv.  such  information  on  oath  relating  lo  the  said 
case,  as  by  the  said  resolutions,  or  either  of  them,  is  di- 
rected. 

Resolved,  That  upon  discovery  of  any  goods,  chattels 
and  effects,  or  any  part  thereof,  belonging  to  the  said  Ga- 
briel Ludlow  and  Charles  Shaw,  or  either  of  them,  abso- 
lutely or  in  manner  aforesaid,  the  said  commissioners  ought 
forthwith  lo  seize  and  take  the  same  into  their  custody  ;  but 
that  they  desist  from  the  sale  thereof  until  they  shall  have 
made  report  to  this  Council  of  their  proceedines  herein 
and  have  received  further  directions  of  this  Council  thereon. 

And  lo  enable  the  said  commissioners  the  more  elTcctu- 
ally  to  do  their  duty  in  ilie  premises,  and  because  of  the 
aforesaid  refusal  of  the  said  Wm.  H.  Ludlow  and  the  said 
other  persons  to  be  examined  fully  on  oath  before  the  said 
commissioners  touching  the  same  : 

Resolved,  Thai  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  two  of 
them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered 
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to  enter  inio  any  houses  and  places  wherein  they  shall  have 
reason  to  suspect  any  of  the  goods,  clialtels  and  effects  are 
concealed,  and  to  break  open  any  building  or  dig  up  any 
foil  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  and  possessing  themselves 
of  liie  same. 

Jiesolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  sequestration  in 
ihe  respective  counties  in  this  Slate,  or  any  two  ot  them 
tn  their  respective  counties,  be,  and  thev  hereby  are  autho- 
rized and  empowered  to  enter  into  any  houses  and  places 
wherein  they  shall  have  reason  to  suspect  any  goods,  chat- 
tels or  effects  of  persons  gone  over  to  or  with  the  enemy, 
to  be  concealed,  and  to  break  open  any  building  or  dig  up 
any  soil  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  and  possessing  them- 
lelves  of  such  goods,  chattels  and  etfecls. 

A  draft  of  a  circular  letter  to  the  members  of  the  Le- 

f'islature,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
owing,  vizt : 

"  Hurhy,  Deer.  1st,  1777. 
"  Sir — I  am  directed  by  the  Council  of  Safeiy  to  inform 
you  that  His  Excellency  tlie  Governor  has  issued  his  pro- 
clamation convening  the  Legislature  at  Ponghkeepsie  on 
the  5th  day  of  January  next,  and  to  request  your  punctual 
attendance. 

"  'I  he  Council  intend  by  a  proper  adjournment  to  be 
made  in  the  meantime,  to  meet  at  Pout;hkeepsie  on  the 
17tli  instant,  and  earnestly  request  your  aitendance  there 
also,  as  they  are  extremely  anxious  that  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  members  should  there  be  assembled  to  form  a  Con- 
vention, not  only  for  the  despatch  of  some  very  important 
business  now  before  them,  but  also  to  prepare  matters  pre- 
vious to  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  and  by  that  means 
shorten  the  duration  of  the  next  session. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  obedt.  servant, 

"  By  order." 

Ordered,  That  copies  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  transmitted. 

Resolved,  That  Zephaniah  Piatt  and  Gilbert  Livingston 
be  authorized  and  requested  to  employ  an  agent  to  pur- 
chase forty  tons  of  hay  and  five  hundred  bushels  of  oats, 
rye.,  Indian  corn  and  buckwheat,  and  deposit  the  same  in 
proper  magazines  at  Poughkeepsie,  for  the  use  of  the  Le- 
gislature. 

Capt.  .\braham  Lewis  informed  the  Council  that  he  had 
used  his  utmost  endeavours  to  raise  the  Continental  galley, 
named  L.idy  Washington,  now  sunk  in  the  Roundoul  kill, 
and  that  his  aitempis  have  proved  unsuccessful. 

The  Council  thereupon  directed  him  to  make  report 
thereof  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor:  And, 

Ordend,  That  the  men  belonging  to  the  vessel  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Benson,  who  have  been  employed  in  at- 
tempting to  raise  the  said  galley,  proceed  with  Capt.  Lewis 
to  New-Windsor. 


FRIDAY  MORNING,  lo  ho. 

December  2,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  Prest.  pro  Icmp. 

Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Livineston,  .Mr.  Benson,  Mr  Snyder 
Mr.  Rowan,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Webster.  ' 

WiiERE.^s  by  the  sinister  praciice  of  many  of  the  agents 
in  the  commissary's  department  of  the  Coniinental  army, 
to  advance  their  own  private  emolument  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, the  price  of  flour  fnrni.-hed  lo  the  troops  has  been 
raised  to  a  most  exorbitant  hciiilit : 

Rfisolved,  therefore.  That  Mr.  Scott.  Mr.  Pawling  and 
Mr.  Harper,  or  any  two  of  ihein,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  aforesaid  sinisier 
practices,  and  report  thereon  with  all  convenient  speed  ; 
and  to  that  end  that  they  be,  an.l  ihey  are  lierebv  auiho- 
iized  and  empowered  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and 


to  examine  witnesses  on  oath,  and  to  commit  for  con- 
tempt. 

The  petition  of  John  Gibson,  John  Todd  and  twenty 
others,  from  Charlotte  county,  was  read  and  follows, 
vizt : 

"  2'o  the  Honourable  the  Coimcil  of  Safety  for  the  Stair  «/'  .V.  u--  I'ur^-. 

"The  petilion  of  the  subscribers  in  the  cuuiiiy  ul  Char- 
lotte most  humbly  shewetli ; 

"  That  your  petitioners  are  for  the  most  part  cmijrants 
from  Ireland,  who  lately  settled  here,  and  hrwc  .nways 
done  military  duty  when  called  ;  and  at  the  l.Ui:  i:  irc  it 
from  Ticonderoga,  some  of  us  fought  our  way  ilirou  Ji  ;in 
ambushment  of  regulars  and  Indians  and  brought  m  7  pri- 
soners. 

"  Arriving  at  home,  we  saw  some  flying  towards  other 
States,  though  it  was  said  they  were  on  the  eve  ol'  a  la- 
mine,  and  had  set  guards  to  prevent  our  entry  auionrr 
them.  All  our  families,  wanliiig  wagons  and  cash,  could 
not  remove  ;  while  your  petitioners  were  busy  ereclin':;  a 
fort  in  New-Pearth  by  Geiil.  Schuyler's  orders,  (our  iirinv 
retreating,)  a  wrilten  message  arrived  from  Buruoyne's 
camp,  peremptorily  denouncing  military  vengeance  on  us 
if  we  went  nut  to  lum  speedily  for  protection.  Moaiuime, 
9  persons  were  barbarously  murdered  by  the  savaircs  be- 
side us — the  Indians  killing  and  making  prisoners  ail  they 
found  moving  southward — the  woods  being  full  of  lliem, 
our  wives  and  children  filled  with  horror;  your  unhappy 
pelilioners,  at  last  overcome  with  panic,  very  unhappily 
tied  into  the  rear  of  Burgoyne's  camp,  but  yet  lived  on  our 
own  provisions,  refusing  lo  lift  arms,  and  not  more  than  4 
of  us  took  any  oath  to  tlicm.  At  last,  hearing  that  the 
Honourable  Council  had  passed  an  act  of  grace,  your  pe- 
tioners  made  several  attempts  lo  escape  and  claim  ihc  be- 
nefit thereof,  but  were  prevented  by  their  double  uuard, 
and  some  of  us  twice  confined  ;  yet  about  7  of  us  escaped 
a  few  days  before  the  happy  surrender,  but  obtained  not 
the  benefit  of  said  act. 

"  Now,  your  distressed  petitioners  humbly  her;  leave 
to  surrender  themselves  to  the  Honourable  Council,  l\um- 
bly  confessing  their  great  ofl'cnce  in  flying  to  Burgoyne's 
camp.  We  prostrate  ourselves  at  the  Council's  feet,  earn- 
estly imploring  their  mercy  and  paidon,  with  protection  of 
the  laws  ;  hereby  humbly  offering  henceforth  to  defend  the 
good  cause  of  America. 

"The  Honourable  Council's  granting  this  petilion  will 
be  a  signal  display  of  clemency,  and  will  effectually  bind 
your  petitioners  and  all  their  connection  to  this  Slate  by 
every  principle  of  gratiuide  and  love  ;  and  allhouah  above 
£500  worth  of  goods  hath  been  already  torn  from  your 
siippliranis  by  scouting  parties,  yet  your  accejiiance  of  us 
would  happily  relieve  trom  the  terror  of  being  munJered 
in  the  night  season  by  those  who  please  again  10  fire  sharp 
shot  at  your  petitioners'  houses,  women  and  children,  who 
being  disarmed  and  confined  to  our  farms  by  the  commit- 
tee, can  not  make  a  personal  surrender  of  ourselves  to  the 
Honourable  Council,  but  as  in  duty  bound  shall  pray. 

"James  Craig,  "  David  McKnijht, 

liis  "  James  Menns, 

-  '  "AdamX  Gctly,  '  James  IJeaiy, 

,  mark,  "  Alexander  Means, 

"  Duncan  McArter,  "  lolin  McKnigtit, 

"  Peter  McKwen,  "  John  Mcins, 

■  '  "  Daniel  Livingston,  "  S.nmuel  IJiirns, 

-    ■  "  Robt.  Creghlon,  "  Thomas  Bc.Tly, 

"  John  Chambers,  "  William  Beal. 

"  William  Bell,  "  Robert  Caldwell, 

"John  Oibson,  "  David  .'^ootl, 

"  John  Todd,  "  John  Clo^hen." 

Resolved,  That  the  Cf)nsideration  of  the  said  petilion  be 
referred  to  the  Legislature,  and  be  laid  before  them  at 
their  next  meeting.  In  order,  notwillistandin<i,  to  prevent 
bloodshed  and  other  irregularities,  and  that  ihe  pelilioners 
may  be  enabled  to  provide  for  their  families,  who  other- 
wise may  heroine  chargeable  to  the  public, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  pelilioners  in  the  meantime  be 
permitted  lo  remain  on  their  respective  farms  and  be  pro- 
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tected  in  their  respective  persons  and  estates ;  provided,  i 
nevcrllieless,  that  iiollimg  in  these  resolutions  cont;iincd,  I 
sliallb  e  construed  to  resirain  the  powers  and  authorities  of 
Uie  committees  or  commissioners  of  sequestration  in  the 
county  of  Charlotte. 

TuESD.w,  December  2,  1777. 

Present— The  President  pro  tern,  and  the  same  members  as  in  the 
forenoon. 

No  malarial  business  was  done. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

December  3,  1777. 

Present — Evert  Baneker,  Esqr.  President  pro  lem. 

Mr.  Scoll,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Phil.  Livingiton.  Mr.  Rowan,  Jfr.  Har- 
per, Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Clarke,  Mr.  Pawling, 
Mr.  Snyder. 

Ordered,  That  tl>e  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto 
Roeloff  Elting  the  sum  of  thirty-two  pounds  four  shillings, 
for  going  widi  despatches  from  this  Council  to  the  Ho- 
nourable the  General  Congress,  at  York  Town,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  returning. 

Resolved,  That  at  some  future  day  this  Council  will 
adjourn  to  meet  at  Poughkeepsie,  in  Dutchess  county,  on 
the  seventeenth  instant. 

A  letter  from  His  E.vccllency  the  Governor,  dated  the 
1st  inst.  and  received  by  John  McLean,  (the  rider,)  was 
read,  and  follows,  vizt : 

"  Little  Britain,  Ut  Deer.  1777. 
"  Gentlemen — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  oOtli 
ultimo,  with  the  resolve  of  your  Board  enclosed  therein. 
In  consequence  of  which,  I  shall  issue  a  proclamation  for 
convening  the  Legislature  at  Poughkeepsie,  on  Monday 
the  5th  of  Januar}-  ne.xt. 

"  I  have  not  a  word  of  late  news  from  the  southern  army. 
We  have  flying  reports  of  an  aiiempt  against  Fort  .Mercer, 
in  which  the  enemy  were  repulsed  with  great  loss  ;  but 
not  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  depended  on.  A  small  parly 
from  our  advanced  water  guard,  a  few  nights  ago,  slipped 
down  in  a  dark  nighl,  passed  the  enemy's  shipping,  and 
burnt  General  Delancey's  house,  at  Bluominndale,  took 
two  prisoners  and  returned  safe.  DiflTerent  parlies  of  Genl. 
Dickinson's  troops  have  been  on  Siaten  island,  but  with 
what  success  I  have  not  yet  learned.  Other  small  parties 
have  been  at  Bergen  and  Hobock,  where  they  took  a  few 
prisoners  and  some  horses. 

"  I  am,  with  due  respect, 

"  Your  most  obedt.  servt. 

"GEO.  CLINTON. 
"  P.  S.  I  shall-  depend  on  your  Secretaries  to  issue  the 
circular  letters,  as  X  am  witliout  help. 
"  The  Honble.  the  Council  of  Safety,  Hurley." 

P.  M.  December  3,  1777. 

Pbesest — The  same  members  as  the  morning,  except  Mr.  Benson, 
who  went  home  with  leave. 

The  Council  having  passed  the  afternoon  in  examining 
the  accounts  of  Major  Wheelock  and  Capt.  Samuel  Paine, 
adjourned  without  coming  to  any  final  determination  tliere- 
on. 


THURSDAY  MORNING, 

December  4,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PiESENT — Evert  Baneker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tem. 
Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Phil.  Livinsston,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr. 
Snyder,  Mr.  E.  Clarke,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Dunscomb. 

A  letter  from  the  commiitec  of  Albany,  dated  Novr.  2d 
last,  relative  to  Andrew  Palmetier,  a  caplain  who  enlisted 
men  in  the  enemy's  service,  and  principal  ringleader  tn 
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robbing  and  destroying  the  effects  of  our  friends  on  the  cast 
side  of  Hudson's  river,  and  requesting  iliat  the  judoe  may 
be  directed  to  hold  a  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  at  Albany, 
to  try  the  olTender,  was  reail  and  filed. 

'I'he  Council  were  informed  by  a  member,  that  Capt. 
Samuel  Paine  is  gone  to  wait  on  ihe  Vice-Treasurer,  with 
intention  to  receive  of  him  the  moneys  due  for  ihc  said 
Sanil.  Panic's  pay  and  rations  ;  and  llie  Council  not  licing 
informed  whether  Capt.  Paine  has  credited  the  Slate  for 
the  sum  he  received  oi  Major  Jno.  Wheelock, 

Ordered,  That  the  President  wriie  to  the  Vice-Trea- 
surer, and  direct  him  not  to  pay  any  money  to  ('apt. 
Samuel  Paine,  until  the  further  order  of  this  Council,  and 
that  he  therein  direct  the  Vice-Treasurer  (and  .\uiiiior- 
General,  if  he  is  relumed  home,)  to  attend  this  Council  as 
soon  as  convenientiv  may  be. 

Ordered,  That  tiie  said  letter  be  sent  by  Joiin  Van 
Duersen  as  a  messenger. 


FRIDAY  MORNING, 

Dece^nber  5,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Evert  Baneker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tern. 
Mr.  Dunscomb,  .Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Livinsslon,  i\Ir.  Snyder,  Mr,  Wet)- 
ster,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Scult,  Mr.  Rowan. 

A  letter  from  Andrew  Billings  and  Peter  Tappen,  Esqrs. 
assistant  commissioners  for  conspiracies  at  Poughkeepsie, - 
dated  the  4tli  instant,  informing  the  Council  lliat  a  factious 
spirit  manifests  itself  at  that  place,  origiiialing  clueflv  on 
account  of  the  Kevd.  Mr.  Bardsley  and  .Mr.  Vandenberg, 
and  requesting  the  directions  of  the  Council  relative  to 
sending  the  Rcvd.  Mr.  Bardslcv,  and  Mr.  V'andenbcrali  to 
New-York,  together  with  an  anonymous  letter,  directed  to 
the  commissioners  of  conspiracies  at  Poughkeepsie  therein 
enclosed,  was  received  and  filed  ;  and  the  same  being 
taken  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  Peter  Tappen  and  Andw.  Billings, 
Esqrs.  assistant  commissioners  of  conspiracies,  be  autho- 
rized and  directed  to  cause  the  Revd.  Mr.  Bardslcv  and 
Henry  Vandenbcrgh,  with  their  familie.'',  (male  servants 
and  slaves  excepted,)  to  be  removed  to  the  city  of  i\ew- 
York,  and  to  permit  them  to  take  with  ihem  their  wearing 
apparel,  and  necessary  bedding  and  provisions  for  their 
passage,  and  no  other  goods  or  effects  whatsoever. 

Fridjiy,  p.  M.  December  5,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Baneker,  Esqr.  Prest.pro  tern. 
Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  E.  Clnrk,  Mr.  Snyder,  .Mr.  Web- 
ster, Mr.  Itowan,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Livinsston. 

Whereas  the  exportation  of  shoe  leather  out  of  this 
.State  proves  extremely  distressing  to  the  inhabilanls  liiere- 
of,  and  renders  the  supplying  of  shoes  to  the  Continental 
troops  extremely  diflicull  in  this  Slate, 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  no  shoe  leather  shall  hence- 
forth be  exported  out  of  this  Stale  ;  and  that  as  well  all 
and  every  person  or  persons  who  sh.ill  export,  or  cause  to  be 
exported,  any  shoe  leather  out  of  this  Stale,  as  all  and  every 
person  or  persons  who  shall  sell  the  same  to  any  other  per- 
son or  persons,  he,  she  or  they  so  selling  the  same  know- 
ing the  same  to  be  intended  for  exportation  out  of  this  Slate, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  such  offence,  treble  the  value 
of  such  leather,  to  be  recovered  by  any  person  who  shall 
sue  and  prosecute  for  the  same  ;  one  moiety  thereof  to  iiis 
own  use,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  be  paid  into  the 
lreas\iry  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  furtner,  That  every  member  of  any  general 
or  district  commiltee  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  seize,  and  dispose  of,  at  public  vendue,  any 
shoe  leather  that  siiall  be  atiempted  to  be  exported  out  of 
this  Stale  ;  and  shall  pay  the  moneys  to  arise  by  such  sale 
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ifier  deducting  reasonable  cliarges  thereout,  into  the  Trea- 
»ury  of  il'is  sTate,  for  the  use  of  the  same. 


SATURDAY  MORNING, 

December  6,  1777. 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Pbesent — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tern. 

Resolved,  That  Cornelius  Duboys  is  hereby  authorized 
to  gather,  collect  and  secure  all  the  iron  and  nails  in  the 
ruins  of  the  court  house  and  jail  of  Ulster  county,  lately 
consumed  by  fire,  and  which  may  be  collecied  without  fur- 
ther breaking  of  the  walls  ;  and  that  he  render  a  true  and 
perfect  inventory  thereof  to  the  supervisors  of  the  county 
of  Ulster,  at  their  next  meeting,  who  are  hereby  directed 
and  required  to  order  a  sum  of  money  to  be  raised,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  other  necessary  and  contingent  charges  of  the 
county,  sufficient  to  pay  the  said  Cornelius  Duboys  for  his 
trouble,  labour  and  expenses  in  the  premises. 

A  letter  from,  the  committee  of  Ulster  county,  dated  the 
2d  instant,  and  signed  by  Daniel  Graham,  their  chairman, 
was  read.  They  therein  complain  that  the  qnaniity  of  salt 
allotted  for  the  inhabitants  of  Ulster  comity,  has  not  been 
received  ;  that  they  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  agents 
appointed  to  purchase  public  salt  for  the  inhabitants  ot  this 
State,  have  appropriated  the  benelit  oi  purchasing  salt  to 
their  private  emolument,  to  enhance  the  price  ;  and  praying 
an  inquiry  to  be  made  by  this  Council  in  the  premises. 

Resolved,  That  Abm.  P.  Lett,  Esqr.  be  requested  to 
attend  this  Council  on  Tuesday  next,  to  produce  the  ac- 
counts of  salt  by  him  purchased  for  this  State,  and  to  give 
guch  further  information  in  the  premises,  to  this  Council, 
as  may  be  necessary. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Daniel  Graham,  Esq.  informing 
him  of  the  said  resolution,  was  read,  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  Council  of  Safety,  > 
"  Deer.  6th,  1777.  J 

"  Sir — The  Council  have  received  vour  letter  of  the  2d 
insl.  signed  by  order  of  the  county  committee  ;  and  having 
by  resolution  appointed  Tuesday  next  for  the  attendance  ot 
Abm.  P.  Lott,  Esqr.  with  the  accounts  of  the  salt  by  him 
purchascil  by  order  of  the  State,  we  doubt  not  but  such  ac- 
counts will  be  then  exhibited,  and  such  measures  adopted 
as  ought  to  satisfy  the  cood  people  of  the  county.  You  will 
please  to  attend  the  Council  at  that  time,  with  such  proofs 
as  arc  in  your  power,  to  support  the  charge  in  your  said 
letter. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant. 

"  By  order." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

On  reading  the  petition  of  Katharine  Kittle,  the  wife  of 
Andriers  Kittle,  who  lias  gone  over  to  the  enemy,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  his  estate  has  been  seized  by  the  com- 
missioners of  sequestration,  by  which  said  petition  she 
prays  leave  to  retain  that  part  of  her  husband's  estate  which 
was  derived  from  her ;  and  on  reading  also  liie  affidavits 
of  James  McNeill  and  Jacob  Van  Hoezen,  setting  forth 
her  steady  attachment  to  the  cause  and  liberties  of  America, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  commissioners  of  se- 
questration for  the  southern  district  of  the  county  of  Alba- 
ny do,  by  tlie  examination  of  the  said  Catharine  Kittle  on 
oath,  and  by  the  examination  of  such  other  persons  on  oath 
as  thev  shall  think  proper,  ascertain  the  effects  wfiich  the 
•aid  Andries  Kittle  derived  from,  or  acquired  by,  his  said 
wife  Catharine;  that  they  inventory  the  same  accurately,  but 
defer  the  sale  thereof,  and  permit  them  to  remain  in  the 


care  and  custody  of  the  said  Catherine,  until  further 
order. 

Genl.  Scott  obtained  leave  of  absence  to  go  to  i^ough- 
keepsie. 

Saturday,  P.  M.  December  G,  1777. 
Present — Evert  Bancker,  Prest.  pro  tern. 

Mr.  Paulding,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Hnrper,  Mr.  Livinisifm.  ^Ir.  .Snv- 
■  der,  Mr.  Rowan,  Mr.  Dunscorab,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  V..  C:  rk. 

On  readingthe  affidavit  of  Elijah  Townsend,  siauiiL' that 
a  certain  Mr.  Helms  was  transporting  and  had  iransin.rtcd 
large  quantities  of  flour  and  meal  from  Fislikill  iilio  the 
Stale  of  Connecticut,  and  also  on  reading  the  letters  of 
Col.  Henry  Luddington,  Joseph  Crane,  Juiir.  Jonathan 
Paddock  and  Elijah  Townsend,  on  the  same  subject — the 
same  being  considered,  the  draft  of  a  letter  in  answer 
thereto  was  prepared  and  agreed  to,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, vizt : 

"In  Committee  of  Safety,  ? 
"  Deer.  6,  1777. 

"  Gentlemen — We  are  favoured  with  your  Iciiei-  of  the 
3d  instant,  relative  to  a  large  quantity  of  flour  wiiicli  Wm. 
Helms  is  said  to  be  transporting  out  of  this  Slate.  We 
enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  oath  of  the  said  Wm.  Helms, 
taken  in  this  Council  on  ihe  27tli  of  last  month,  and  a  copy 
of  our  license  to  transport  fifty  barrels  of  flour  only,  to 
New-Haven,  to  be  delivered  to  Jonathan  Fitcli,  cutiiinis- 
sary  there,  for  the  support  of  such  troops  as  are  mentioned 
in  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  affidavit  of  the  said  Wm. 
Helms. 

"  We  request  you  gentleinen,  or  either  of  you,  bv  cvcrv 
means  in  your  power,  to  make  particular  inquiry  whether 
the  said  Wm.  Helms  has  transported  or  alleinptcd  tu  trans- 
port any  more  than  fifty  barrels  of  tlour,  meal  or  aiiv  srain 
of  this  State,  since  the  embargo  laid  by  the  resolutions  of 
Council  of  the  11th  of  November,  restraining  ilic  trans- 
portation thereof.    And  if  you  find  he  is  guilty  or  has  at- 
tempted to  exceed  the  quantity  jiermilled  by  the  Council 
of  Safety,  you  will,  in  that  case,  commit  him  to  the  jail 
of  Dtitchess  county,  there  to  remain  until  he  shall  be  thence 
delivered  by  due  course  of  law ;  and  cause  all  the  flour  by 
I  hirn  transported  or  allempted  to  be  transported  out  of  this 
State,  to  be  seized,  brought  back  and  detained  within  the 
State  until  further  order.    And  in  case  you  shall  commit 
the  said  William  Helms  to  the  Dutchess  county  jail,  the 
I  sheriff  of  Dutchess  county  and  the  keeper  of  the  said  jail 
I  is  hereby  required  to  receive  and  keep  the  said  Wm.  Helms 
I  until  he  shall  be  thence  delivered  by  due  course  of  law. 
"  We  are  much  obliged  to  you,  gentlemen,  for  your  care 
and  vigilance  on  this  occasion,  and  wish  the  most  diligent 
inquiry  may  be  made  in  the  premises. 

"  We  are,  with  respect,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  very  humble  servant. 
"  By  order. 

"To  Col.  Hfndt  LuDDmCToN,  Messrs. 
Joseph  Crane,  Jr.  Jonathan  P.VD- 
DOCKand  Elijah  Townsend,  Dutch- 
ess county." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  tlie  President  and  transmitted. 

Adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 


MONDAY,  A.  M. 

Hurletj,  December  8,  1777. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tern- 
Mr.  Pawlins.  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  P.  Livingston,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr. 
Webster,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Uowan. 

No  olher  member  attending,  the  Council  could  not  pro- 
ceed to  business  for  want  of  a  quorum.  The  members 
present  adjourned  to  meet  at  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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TUESDAY,  A.  M. 

Hurley,  Decmber  9,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tern. 

Mr.  Pawling-,  Mr  Harper,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Jlr.  Clark,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr. 
Webster,  Mr.  Schoonniaker,  Mr.  Kowan,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Snyiler, 
Sir.  Livingston. 

Upon  information  received  that  Jacobus  Bessemer  and 
another  person  named  Trcmper  had  been  seen  iliis  morn- 
ing at  Jack's  tavern,  on  Stone  Ridge,  willi  a  wagon  load 
of  leather,  whicli  they  were  conveynig,  contrary  lo  a  re- 
solutiun  of  this  Council,  out  of  this  Slate,  to  Belhleiiein, 
in  Pennsylvania.  The  Council  taking  the  same  into  con- 
sideration, ordered  a  warrant  to  l)e  made  out  to  apprehend 
and  seize  the  said  Besciner,  Trempcr  and  leather,  and 
them,  with  the  said  Icalher,  forlluviili  to  bring  tolhis  Council, 
that  they  may  be  dealt  with  as  the  said  Council  shall  direct. 

Catharine  Etnans  having  made  application  to  this  Coun- 
cil, relative  to  some  effects  belonging  to  her  son  Isaac  Van 
Vleck,  which  she  says  were  lately  seized  by  the  ccmnns- 
sioners  of  sequestration,  and  without  which  she  and  her 
three  grand  children  would  be  reduced  lo  great  extremities. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to 
the  commissioners  of  sequestration,  in  the  southern  district 
of  the  county  of  Albany,  lo  take  an  inventory  of  the  goods, 
chattels  and  effects,  now  or  lately  belonging  to  the  said 
Isaac  Van  Vleck,  (except  such  live  slock  and  grain  as 
herein  after  mentioned,  and  to  permit  said  goods,  chattels 
and  effects  so  inventoried  to  remain  in  the  possession  of  her, 
the  said  Catharine  Emans,  taking  her  bond  in  a  sufficient 
penally  with  condition  to  deliver  the  said  goods,  chattels 
and  effects  to  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  authorized 
to  demand  llie  same,  by  this  Council,  or  the  future  Legis- 
lature of  this  State  ;  that  the  live  slock,  consisting  of  four 
cows,  two  o.xen  and  twelve  or  fifteen  sheep,  and  grain  not 
exceeding  thirty  bushels,  be  left  in  the  possession  of  the 
said  Catharine,  without  inventory,  for  the  support  of  the 
family.  The  said  Catharine  Emans  having  further  shewn 
to  this  Council  that  she  had  in  ihe  absence  of  her  son  caus- 
ed to  be  manufactured  a  quantity  of  leather,  amounting  to 
about  thirty-five  pieces  ;  so  much  wliereof  as  is  due  to  tlie 
manufacturer,  ihis  Council  conceive  ought  to  be  permitted 
to  remain  with  her  as  her  own  property. 

Resolved,  iheretore,  That  the  said  commissioners  per- 
mit the  said  Catharine  Emans,  lo  retain  and  dispose  of  so 
much  of  the  said  leather  as  belongs  to  the  manufacturer,  as 
she  may  think  fit,  without  account  to  be  rendered  them  for 
the  same. 

On  application  of  Henry  B.  Livingston,  Esqr.  fifth  colo- 
nel, and  commanding  the  4th  Coniinentai  regiment  raised 
in  this  Slate,  made  by  Pierre  Regnier,  the  lieutenant-colo- 
nel of  the  said  regiment,  for  clothing  forlhat  regiment. 

Ordered,  I'hat  Mr.  Jno.  Henry  deliver  out  of  the  cloth- 
ing store  of  this  State,  to  Lieul.  Col.  Regnier  or  his  order, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  shirts,  one  hundred  and  sixty  pair  of 
shoes,  one  hundred  pair  of  slicepskin  breeches,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pair  of  men's  woollen  hose  for  the  use  of 
the  said  regiment,  taking  a  proper  receipt  for  the  same  ; 
that  Col.  Henry  B.  Livingston,  be  accountable  for  the  said 
clothing,  and  pay  for  the  same  to  lliis  Slate  ;  and  that  Mr. 
Henry  deliver  with  the  said  clothing  a  true  invoice  thereof, 
and  transmit  a  copy  thereof  lo  this  Council. 

A  letter  fiom  Robert  Livingston,  dated  the  7ih  inst.  di- 
rected to  Robert  Benson,  Esqr.  one  of  the  Secretaries,  in 
answer  to  the  resolutions  of  the  inst.  relative  to  the 
price  of  his  iron,  was  read  and  committed  to  Mr.  Webster 
and  Mr.  Scott,  to  report  thereon. 

"  3  o'clock  P.  M.  December  9,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pur-juant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  Pre.st.  pro  tern. 

Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Livinislon,  Mr.  Pawlin!»,  Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Rowan,  Mr.  Schoonmaker,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr  Van 
Zandt,  Mr.  Clark. 


The  Council  spent  much  of  the  afternoon  in  the  further 
consideration  of  the  account  of  Major-(ieneral  Wheelock, 
produced  by  Captain  Samuel  Pain,  without  coming  to  any 
definite  determination  relative  thereto. 

Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker  represented  to  tlie  Council, 
that  lie,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Convention  of 
the  Re[)resenlaiives  of  this  State,  passed  on  the  Sih  day 
of  May  last,  has  since  acted  as  commissioner  for  superin- 
tending such  poor  in  Ulster  county  as  h:ive  tied  thither  from 
the  hand  of  tyranny  and  oppression  ;  that  he  has  expended 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  advanced  to  him  bv  ihis 
State  for  ihe  maintenance  of  the  said  poor,  in  pursuance 
of  the  said  resolutions  ;  that  by  reason  of  liis  necessary  at- 
tendance on  the  Leni.^lalure  as  a  member  thereof,  it  is  in- 
convenient and  burdensome  to  him  lo  act  as  commissioner 
fur  superintending  the  said  poor;  and  that  Jno.  Sle^ht, 
Junr.  who  was  appointed  his  colleague,  has  not  lo  his 
knowledge,  in  several  months  paid  any  altciition  to  that 
business  ;  and  that  his  place  of  residence  i.s  remote  from 
the  situation  of  most  of  the  said  poor;  and  Mr.  Schoon 
maker  requested  that  some  proper  person  in  the  said  county 
mav  be  appointed  to  superintend  and  provide  for  tiie  said 
poor  :  Thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker  and 
Jno.  Sleght,  Junr.  be  and  are  hereby  are  discharireu  from 
anv  further  superintendence  of  ihe  said  poor  ;  and  that  ^fr. 
Abm.  Bcvier,  of  Shawangunk  precinct,  in  Ulster  county, 
be  and  is  hereby  appointed  commissioner  for  superintend- 
ing the  said  poor  m  Ulster  county,  with  like  powers,  for 
governing  and  placing  out  the  said  poor  as  were  granted  to 
the  said  commissioners  C.  Schoonmaker  and  Jno.  Sieght, 
Junr.  by  the  said  resoluiions  of  the  Stii  of  May  last  ;  and 
that  the  said  Abraham  Bevier,  be  and  is  hereby  auihonzcd 
to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale  for  a  sum  nol  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  five  liimdred  pounds,  to  be  accounted 
for  by  him  the  said  Abm.  Bevier,  lo  this  State. 

And  WIIERE.4S  the  said  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker,  has 
represented  further  lo  this  Council,  that  ho  has  by  experi- 
ence found  that  the  sum  of  ten  shillings  per  day  allowed  by 
ihe  said  resolutions  ot  Convention  for  ihe  trouble  and  ex- 
pense of  superintending  the  said  poor,  while  actually 
employed  therein,  has  been  insuliicient  to  defray  the  ne- 
cessary expenses  of  a  commissioner  in  that  business. 
Therefore 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor-General,  in  settling  the  ac- 
count of  the  sum  of  £500, advanced  to  the  saiti  Cornelius  C. 
Schoonmaker,  by  the  Stale,  tor  the  maintenance  of  the  said 
poor,  credit  him  with  sixteen  shillings  per  clay  for  every 
day  he  shall  have  been  actually  employed  in  the  said  ser- 
vice ;  and  that  the  like  allowance  be  made  to  the  said  Jno. 
Sleght,  Junr.  for  his  services. 

Danl.  Graham,  Esqr.  chairman  of  the  county  committee 
of  Ulster  county,  attending,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of 
this  Council,  by  leller  of  the  7lh  insl.  was  admitted.  He 
informed  the  Council  that  he  had  not  any  proofs  to  offer  in 
support  of  tliL  charge  of  the  county  committee  against 
Abm.  P.  Loll,  Esqr.  relative  to  the  importation  of  salt ; 
that  the  county  committee  had  their  information  on  that 
subject  from  Thomas  Palmer,  and  informed  the  Council  of 
the  substance  of  that  information. 

Resolutions  of  the  county  committee  of  Ulster,  dated 
the  2d  instant,  appointing  David  Bevier  of  Marbletown, 
Daniel  Graham  of  New  Paltz,  Thomas  Palmer  of  IN'ew- 
burgh,  and  James  Hunter  of  Shawangunk,  commissioners 
for  granting  licenses  lor  the  transporting  flour,  &c.  out  of 
this  Slate,  conformably  to  a  resolution  of  this  Council  of 
the  lllh  November  last,  were  receiveil  and  read. 

A  letter  from  the  said  committee  of  Ulster  county,  dated 
the  2nd  instant,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  committees, 
was  read.  Another  letter  from  the  same  county  committee 
relative  to  a  provision  for  the  poor  families  of  persons 
taken  prisoners  or  slain  in  the  defence  of  Fort  Montgome- 
ry, was  also  read. 
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Ordered,  That  llie  consideration  of  the  two  last  letters 
be  deferred  uiilil  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING. 

December  10,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  Pre^t.  pro  iem. 

Mr  Pawlin-,',  -Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Sclioonmaker,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  "IVeb- 
»te'r,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Kowan,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Van 
Zanilt,  Mr.  Clark. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Ulster  county,  dated  the 
2nd  instant,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  members  of 
committees  by  the  late  Convenuon  on  ihe  7th  of  October 
last,  was  again  read  and  follows,  vizt : 

"  In  General  Committee,  j) 
for  the  county  of  Ulster,  > 
"  2nd  December,  1777.  ) 

Whereas  the  Honourable  the  Senate  and  Assembly  for 
the  Stale  of  New- York  have  thought  propei-  to  continue  the 
several  committees  in  this  State,  the  general  committee  for 
tlic  county  of  Ulster  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Hoiioui-ablc 
Council  that  it  is  not  a  little  disagreeable  to  many  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  county:  they  being  of  opinion  that  no 
committee  ought  to  be  appointed  but  by  the  free  electors 
of  the  people  ;  insomuch  that  it  is  with  difficulty  that  we 
can  convene  members  enough  to  make  a  house  to  do  busi- 
ness. It  is  also  very  disagreeable  for  many  of  the  present 
members  to  serve  in  committees  when  ai  the  same  time 
the  people  tell  them  they  have  no  right  lo  act  in  that  sta- 
tion on  the  footing  ihey  now  stand.  One  member  from 
Kingston  attended,  but  refused  to  sit  as  a  member  of  com- 
mittee, saying  that  he  would  not  intrude  or  encroach  upon 
the  liberties  of  the  people  by  assuming  an  authority  with 
which  they  had  not  vested  him.  Therefore  this  committee 
liumbly  begs  that  your  Honours  will  appoint  new  elections 
fur  choice  of  committees  in  this  county,  as  well  general 
a?  district  committees,  (that  is  if  you  should  be  of  opinion 
lhat  committees  should  still  exist,)  and  that  your  Honour- 
able Board  will  please  to  signify  your  intentions  thereof  to 
llie  chairman  of  this  commutee  before  the  last  Tuesday  of 
this  instant,  lhat  being  the  day  to  which  this  committee  is 
adjourned  ;  as  il  will  then  be  convenient  for  communicating 
jour  inlenlions  thereon  to  die  members  of  the  different 
comniittees  in  this  couniy- 

"  From,  gentlemen,  yours  sincerely, 

"D.\i\L.  GRAHAM,  Chairman. 

"  Bj  order  of  the  CommiUee  for 

L  ister  county." 

■  Resolved,  That  ihe  inhabitants  of  the  respective  coun- 
ties and  districts  in'  this  Siaie  who  have  not  elected  com- 
mittees since  the  7th  day  of  October  last,  be  and  are  here- 
by authorized  and  empowered  to  meet  together  and  elect 
county  and  district  committees  in  the  manner  they  have 
heretofore  usually  elected  them  ;  and  at  ihc  day  or  davs  of 
election  in  each  respective  county,  be  fixed  and  made  pub- 
lic lo  the  inhabitants  thereof  by  the  county  committee  in 
each  couniy  respectively,  as  soon  as  convenienily  may  be. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  transmitted 
by  llie  Secretary  lo  the  chairman  of  ihe  couniy  committee 
of  each  county  in  this  Stale  by  the  firsl  conveyance. 

A  letter  from  ihe  county  commiilee  of  Ulster,  dated  the 
4lh  instant,  relative  lo  ihe  provision  for  the  poot  families  of 
persons  taken  prisoners  or  slain  in  the  defence  of  Fort 
Montgomery,  was  again  read  and  follows,  vizi : 

"  Gentlemen — Application  hath  been  made  to  this 
commiilee,  that  a  number  of  the  families  of  persons  either 
killed  or  taken  prisoners  at  Fort  Montgomery,  in  the  High- 
lands, arc  in  a  stifTering  condition  in  consequence  thereof, 
and  lhat  some  provision  ought  immediately  to  be  made  for 
ihem.  This  committee  think  it  just  that  such  families 
khould  be  taken  care  of,  but  as  they  are  reduced  lo  this 


necessity  on  the  account  of  their  husbands  being  taken  pri- 
soners or  killed  in  the  defence  of  this  Stale,  or  of  the 
United  Stales  in  general,  that  therefore  it  ought  lo  be  a 
Slate  or  a  Continental  charge,  and  make  not  the  least 
doubt  but  lhat  your  honours  will  order  some  means  where- 
by ihey  may  be  supported  ;  and  as  it  is  a  matter  of  the 
first  importance  to  those  sufferers,  we  bog  you  will  aive 
directions  to  the  chairman  of  this  commiilee,  as  soon  as 
conveniently  may  be,  in  what  manner  ihcy  arc  to  he  pro- 
vided for.  Common  humanity,  in  the  meantime,  has  in- 
duced us  lo  give  directions  to  the  district  committees, 
where  such  persons  reside  to  provide  for  them. 

"  From,  gentlemen, 
"Yours,  with  the  greatest  esteem, 
"  By  order  of  the  committee  for  the  couniy  of  Ulster. 

DANL.  GRAHAM,  Chairman. 

"New-Paltz,  Deer.  4lli,  1777." 

And  after  mature  consideration  thereof. 
Resolved,  That  this  Council  conceive  themselves  unau- 
thorized lo  make  any  provision  for  the  objects  of  clinrity 
mentioned  in  the  said  letter,  and  therefore  are  reduced 
to  the  necessity  of  leferring  them  for  relief  lo  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  State. 

Hurley,  P.  M.  Decemhcr  \  0,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pkesent — Evert  Banchcr,  Esqr.  Prcsl.  pro  tern. 

Mr.  Pawling',  i\tr  \Vcb^lf■r,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  E.  Clark,  Jlr.  Scott, 
Mr.  Harper,  .Mr.  .Snyiler,  .Mr.  Rowan,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Sclioonma- 
ker, Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Lolt. 

Abm.  p.  Lett,  Esq.  attended  in  pursuance  of  the  order 
of  this  Council  of  the  6th  instant,  and  the  Council,  alter 
considering  the  letter  of  the  commiilee  of  Ulster  county,  of 
the  2d  instant,  complaining  lhat  tlic  quantity  of  salt  alloited 
for  the  county  had  not  been  received,  and  praying  an  in- 
quiry into  the  conduct  of  ihe  agents  appointed  lo  piuchase 
salt  for  the  State,  then  proceeded  lo  examine  Mr.  Lott,  who 
produced  memorandums  of  all  tlie  salt  by  him  purchased. 
Whereupon,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  ihe  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  lu-morrovv. 

John  Trcmper,  charged  with  having  transported  leather 
out  of  this  State  to  Bethlehem,  in  Pennsylvania,  was  called 
in,  and  being  exainined  on  oalli  slated,  that  he  is  a  tanner 
and  currier,  residing  al  Rynbeck,  and  brother  to  Jacob 
Trenipor  of  Kingston,  who,  a  short  time  before  that  place 
was  burnt,  sold  the  leather  in  question  lo  John  Meslc  of 
Albany,  at  3s.  6d.  pr.  pound,  from  whom  he  purchased 
600  wt.  at  65.  pr.  lb.  That  in  Oclr.  last  a  commissary  at 
Bethlehem,  whose  name  he  does  not  recollect,  retpiested 
him  to  bring  hini  a  load  of  leather  al  one  dollar  pr.  lb.  or 
ihe  current  price,  if  higher.  That  he  had  902rr  lbs.  of  lea- 
ther, when  informed  by  his  brother  Jacob  the  Council  had 
sent  for  and  would  slop  him,  600  lbs.  of  which  is  his,  and 
the  residue  he  supposes  belongs  lo  i\Iesle,  for  which  he 
calculated  lo  receive  hides  in  payment. 

Jacob  Tremper  of  Kingston  was  also  examined  on  oath, 
and  mentioned  ihi,  sale  lo  Mesle  as  above  slated,  but  de- 
clared that  the  300  wl.  supposed  by  John  'Premper  lo  be- 
long to  Mesle  was  his,  the  deponent's  properly,  for  which 
he  wished  to  procure  hides  in  exclian.tre,  bul  was  entirely 
ignorant  of  an  embargo  being  laid  on  the  transportation  of 
leather  out  of  this  Stale. 

Whereupon  the  said  Jacob  Trcmper  and  John  Tremper 
were  told  to  depart  for  the  present. 

The  Council  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  10  no. 

December  11,  1777. 
Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pkesent — Evert  Bancher,  Esq.  Prest  pro  tern. 

Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  .Snyder,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr. 
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Harper,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Rowan,  Mr. 
Scott,  Mr.  Lolt. 

Ordered,  peremtorili/,  Tliat  Jlr.  Jno.  Henry,  tlie  com- 
missary of  ihe  clolhiiii;  store  in  lliis  Stale,  do  williout  de- 
lay attend  lliis  Council  niid  produce  to  tiiem  full  and  par- 
ticular accounts  as  well  of  all  the  clothing  he  has  received 
and  issued  as  of  such  clothing  as  still  remains  in  store, 
pursuant  to  tlie  order  of  this  Council  of  the  7lh  day  of 
November  last. 

And  as  the  said  Jno.  Henry  has  neglected  to  comply 
with  the  said  order  of  the  7ih  day  of  November  last. 

Ordered,  That  a  messenger  be  sent  with  a  copy  of  this 
resolution  to  the  said  Jno.  Henry,  and  to  be  paid  at  liis  e.ic- 
pense. 

A  letter  from  Andrew  Billings  and  Peler  Tappen,  Esqrs. 
assistant  commissioners  of  conspiracies,  dated  llie  9ih  inst. 
informing  the  Council  of  certain  outrages  being  commiited 
at  Poughkeepsie  by  certain  factious  individuals,  consisiing 
chiefly  of  the  carpenters  from  New-York,  two  of  whom, 
to  wit,  Alexander  L.  Miller  and  John  McDonald,  had  sur- 
rendered themselves  ;  and  also  requcsiing  the  advice  of  the 
Council  relative  to  the  elfecis  of  the  Revd.  Mr.  Bardsley 
and  Mr.  Vandenbergh,  was  received  and  read. 

A  draft  of  an  answer  thereto  was  read  and  approved  of, 
in  the  words  following,  vizt : 

"  In  Council  of  Safety,  ? 
"Hurley,  IlWi  Deer.  1777.  i 

"  Gentlemen — The  Council  of  Safely  are  surprised 
you  siiould  be  at  a  loss  to  determine  the  two  questions  you 
have  raised  on  iMessrs.  Birdsley  and  V'andenl)ei-girs  case. 
With  respect  to  the  question,  whether  they  are  at  liberty 
to  sell  eflfecls  to  pay  just  debts  due  to  the  inhabitants,  it  is 
evident  they  can  have  no  such  indulgence ;  for  besides  the 
danger  of  covering  their  property  by  sale  and  payment  of 
feigned  debts,  all  the  property  they  are  to  leave  behind, 
must  be  subject  to  disposition  hy  the  authority  of  the  State. 
In  that  case,  honest  creditors  can  be  no  losers  ;  because 
there  is  justice  enough  in  Government  to  discliarge  the  de- 
mands of  such  creditors,  as  far  as  the  properly  left  behind 
will  extend.  Besides,  to  permit  them  to  sell  their  effects 
and  pay  debts  at  their  discretion,  would  be  the  most  direct 
means  to  enable  them  to  defraud  their  honest  creditors. 
Wilh  respect  to  such  effects  as  are  claimed  to  be  the  pro- 
perly of  Mr.  Birdsley's  cliildren,  tlie  Council  are  of  opinion 
that  ihey  can  not  be  considered  as  exempted  from  seizure, 
because  the  father,  who  is  an  enemy  to  the  State,  can  not 
be  the  proper  guardian  of  their  effects,  especially  as  he  is 
no  longer  a  subject  of  this  Slate,  and  is  on  the  point  of 
being  sent  out  of  it.  If  the  cliildren  should  hereafter  be- 
come subjects  of  lliis  Stale,  and  can  make  out  their  title  to 
the  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  goods  claimed  in 
iheir  behalf,  those  moneys  will  be  found  in  the  treasury  to 
answer  tiicir  demand  in  a  course  of  e([uity.  In  short,  as 
you  are  to  send  off  ihe  two  families,  except  male  servants 
and  slaves,  and  lo  permit  them  only  to  take  off  their  wear- 
ing apparel  and  necessary  beddintr  and  provisions  for  their 
passage,  and  no  oilier  goods  or  effects  whatsoever,  the  ex- 
press terms  of  the  resolution  of  the  5ih  inst,  might,  we 
conceive,  with  a  little  attention,  have  removed  all  doubt. 

"With  respect  to  the  dangerous  seeds  of  faction,  winch 
you  suppose  are  springin!i  up  ai  Poughkeepsie,  the  Coun- 
cil hopes  that  ihe  removal  of  the  two  disalfected  persons 
above  mentioned  will  be  an  effectual  means  of  preventing 
their  growtli,  especially,  as  in  addition  to  this  reason,  it 
appears  that  the  two  ringleaders  have  delivered  theinselves 
up,  with  marks  of  great  penitence.  However,  we  think 
this  matter  properly  lies  with  the  committee,  wiio  may 
bail  or  commit  them  at  their  discretion. 

"  We  are,  gentn. 

"  Your  humble  servts. 

"To  Andw.  Billings  and  Peter  Tappem,  F.sqrs. 

Poughkeepsie." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  he  engrossed,  and  signed 
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by  the  President,  and  trnnsmitled  by  the  messenger  who 
brought  tiie  letter  from  Messrs.  Tappen  and  Billings. 

P.  M.  December  11,  1777. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tempore. 

Mr.  ScoU,  Mr.  \an  Zandt,  Mr.  Livinsslon,  Mr.  Dunscumb.  Mr. 
Webster,  Mr.  Lott,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  I'.iuliiig. 

An  account  of  Samuel  Van  Steinbergh,  of  Kingston, 
amounting  to  nine  pounds,  for  riding  to  Bethlehem  to  con- 
vey a  p.icket  of  letiers  from  Major-Genl.  Gales  lo  the 
Honourable  the  President  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
with  a  reque.'^t  to  be  forwarded  by  express,  and  rcluriiing, 
nine  davs  at  20s.  each,  was  exhibiled  for  paynient. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  pay  to  the 
said  Samuel  Van  Sicinbergh.  or  for  his  use,  the  saiti  sum 
of  nine  pounds,  and  charge  the  same  to  Conlinenlal  ac- 
count. 

Jacob  Besemer,  attending,  was  examined  on  oalh,  as  a 
witness  relaiive  to  the  leather  altempled  to  be  exported  by 
Jno.  Trempcr,  who  stated  that  he  was  employed  by  said 
Trempcr  lo  carry  said  leather  as  far  as  Broadhead's,  and 
return  iVom  thence  with  a  load  of  boards  :  that  at  Marble 
Town,  Treinper  was  informed  by  Judge  VVynkoop,  of 
Marble  Town,  of  the  prohibitory  resolve  of  the  Council, 
to  which  he  replied,  it  was  not  yet  published  in  the  news- 
papers, and  lliat  if  stopped  to-day  he  would  find  means  to 
gel  off  with  it  to-morrow;  and  then  proceeded  with  il,  and 
on  his  way  told  the  examinant  he  was  determined  to  pro- 
ceed uniil  slo[iped. 

A  petition  of  Jacob  Tremper,  showing  that  he  is  pro- 
prietor of  3001b.  of  the  leather  which  Jno.  Tremper  in- 
tended to  transport  lo  Beihlehem  ;  that  lie  did  not  know, 
and  never  heard  of  any  prohibition  lo  the  transportation 
thereof;  also,  setting  forlh  his  late  distresses  by  the  burn- 
ing of  Kingston,  whereby  his  loss  could  not  be  computed 
at  less  than  £  1 ,800,  and  submitting  his  case  lo  the  wisdom 
and  mercy  of  the  Council,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  con^ide^ation  thereof,  together  with 
the  examinations  of  Jolin  Tremper,  Jacoiius  Besemer  and 
the  said  Jacob  Tremper,  be  postponed  unlil  to-morrow. 

Abraham  P.  Lott,  Esqr.  attending  again  in  puisuance  of 
the  order  of  tins  Council  of  llie  sixth  insiant,  the  Council 
proceeded  lo  the  furlher  consideration  of  the  letter  of  the 
commiiiec  of  Ulster  couniy,  (dated  the  2d  itist.)  and  ihe 
case  of  Colo.  Lolt,  one  ot  the  commissioners  appointed  to 
purchase  salt  for  this  State. 

The  resolutions  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  on  lho'l.5th 
of  May  last,  appointing  Colo,  Lott  lo  that  agenry,  and  the 
resolution  of  ifie  said  Council  on  the  first  day  of  August 
last,  directing  Mr.  Plait  and  Colo.  De  Wilt  to  direct  Colo. 
Lolt  to  cease  purchasing  any  more  salt  on  account  of  this 
State,  whenever  the  quantity  purchased  hy  him  and  Colo. 
Peter  R.  Livingston  to^eiher  shall  amount  to  five  ihoii- 
sand  bushels,  together  with  Messrs.  Piatt  and  I).  Wiu's 
letter  of  directions  lo  Colo.  Lott  on  that  subject,  were  res- 
pectfully read  And  the  resolutions  of  the  Council  of 
Safety  on  the  Sth  of  September  last,  directing  the  salt  pur- 
chased by  Colo.  Lolt  and  Colo.  Livinffslon  to  be  deposited 
in  the  follovviiirf  places,  to  wit :  1700  bushels  thereof  at  the 
landing  of  Rolierl  Livingston,  Esqr  ,  1 700  bushels  at  the 
landing  of  William  Hadliff,  and  1600  bushels  at  the  store 
of  James  Reade  in  Dutchess  couniy,  were  also  read. 

Upon  examination  of  Abraham  P.  Lott,  Esqr.  it  appears 
that  he  procured  on  account  of  this  .Slate,  three  thousand 
six  hundred  and  ninety  bushels  and  three-fourths  of  a  bushel 
of  salt ;  that  before  the  enemy's  shipping  came  up  Hudson's 
river,  ninety  casks  or  upwards  of  the  said  salt  was  delivered 
at  Radliff's  store  at  Hudson's  river;  that  upwards  of  forty 
casks  of  the  salt  brought  to  Radliff's  store,  was  broni^ht  to 
Kingston  to  be  dislribiiled  ;  and  the  rcsidno  thereof  l)eing 
carted  back  into  the  country  lo  prevent  its  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  he  has  not  since  been  able  fully  to 
collect  the  same;  that  part  of  the  said  salt  by  him  pur- 
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chased  was  some  time  since  carted  from  Canaan,  to  be  deli- 
Tcred  at  liic  store  of  James  Reade  in  Dutchess  county  ; 
Uial  about  s5  casks  were  at  Canaan,  and  upwards  of  70 
casks  at  Sinisbury,  and  a  few  casks  near  the  Greenwoods, 
all  which  he  had  directed  to  be  brought  forward  ;  thattliere 
xUo  IS,  or  lately  was,  some  salt  yet  at  Spriiiglield  ;  and  tliat 
he  ha?' directed  the  whole  to  be  brought  forward  as  fast  as 
teams  can  be  procured  to  cart  it ;  has  exerted  himself  to  the 
utmost  for  tiiat  purpose,  and  expects  the  salt  which  was  at 
Canaan  has  been  brought  to  Read's  store  in  Dutchess 
county;  that  64li  bushels  of  salt  procured  by  Colo.  Lolt, 
were  delivered  to  Edward  Covenhoven,  Thos.  Brinckle, 
Colonel  Isaac  NicoU  and  others,  subjects  of  this  State, 
after  Mr.  Lott  received  directions  from  the  State  reslrain- 
inc  the  purchases  of  Colo.  Peter  R.  Livingston  and  him- 
self to  five  thousand  bushels  of  salt— their  separate  pur- 
chases at  that  time  exceeding  5000  bushels  ;  that  the  said 
Edward  Covenhoven  and  others,  subjects  of  this  State, 
paid  for  the  said  64  U  bushels  of  salt  with  their  own  cash, 
and  transported  the  same  into  this  State.    From  Colo. 
Lett's  information,  h  farther  appears  that  some  teams  com- 
ing from  the  eastward  into  this  State  with  salt  for  sale, 
failed  in  or  near  the  Greenwoods  ;  that  he  advised  some 
subjects  of  this  State  then  there,  to  purchase  the  said  salt  of 
the  persons  who  were  bringing  it  for  sale  ;  that  the  persons 
he  so  advised  to  purchase  the  said  salt  did  buy  the  same, 
but  the  purciiasers  not  having  cash  sufficient  to  pay  for  the 
whole  of  it,  he  took,  on  his  own  account,  and  paid  for  so 
much  thereof  as  they  had  not  cash  to  pay  for,  at  the  rate 
of  six  pounds  per  bushel  ;  that  he,  the  said  Abraham  P.  Lott 
took,  on  his  own  account,  at  Boston,  after  he  was  restrained 
from  purchasing  for  the  State,  tiftv-seven  bushels  and  an 
half  of  salt,  for  which  he  paid  with  his  own  cash  ;  that  part 
of  that  salt  has  been  forwarded  and  brousht  into  this  Slate 
by  the  care  and  agency  of  Colo.  Nicoll  and  Thomas 
Brinckle,  and  without  any  care,  trouble  or  agency  of  Colo. 
Lott;  that  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  teams  to  cart  the  salt 
purchased  by  order  of  the  State,  reduced  him  to  the  neces- 
sity of  engaging  to  pay  for  some  part  of  the  cartage  in  flour  ; 
lh.ll  the  flour  he  had  purchased  and  intended  to  deliver  for 
ihc  said  cartage,  being  seized  by  a  commissary,  (with  per- 
mission of  both  houses  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,) 
among  other  flour  for  the  use  of  the  army,  as  well  as  the 
extravagant  prices  which  have  been  demanded  of  him  for 
flour  he  wanted  for  bread  for  his  family,  renders  it  neces- 
sary for  him  to  dispose  of  some  part  of  the  little  salt  he  has 
as  nis  own  property,  for  produce  only  ;  but  that  he  has 
nevertheless  sold  part  of  it  to  families  lately  distressed  by 
the  conflagration  of  Kingston  for  cash  only  ;  that  he  also 
deposited  a  few  bushels  of  his  own  salt  in  the  hands  of 
Doctor  Luke  Kicrsied,  tor  the  use  of  some  persons  who 
had  applied  to  ium  to  procure  salt  for  them,  and  directed 
Doctor  Kierstcd  to  dispose  of  the  same  at  the  rate  of  £8 
16s.  per  bushel,  and  to  take  wheat  in  payment  at  the  rale 
of  12s.  per  bushel,  when  at  the  same  time  he  was  offered 
in  Dutchess  county  ten  pounds  per  bushel  for  the  said  salt, 
and  payment  for  the  same  in  flour  at  the  rate  of  36s.  per 
hundred. 

Colo.  Lott  having  declared  his  readiness  to  attest  to  the 
preceding  facts,  (except  the  number  of  casks  left  at  each 
particular  place,  which  he  cannot  at  present  exactly  ascer- 
tain. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Ulster  county  have  at 
the  least  exhibited  a  charge  against  Colo.  Lolt  which  is 
entirely  unsupported,  and  therefoie  it  is  unnecessary  for 
Colo.  Lott  to  attest  to  the  preceding  farts. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  preceding  facts  and  exam- 
inations be  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  this  Council  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  Ulster  county. 


FRIDAY  MORNING, 

December  12,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esq.  President  pro  (cm. 
Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Web  ster,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Duns- 
comb,  IVIr.  Van  Zandl — i^uurum. 
Mr.  E.  Clarice,  Mr.  Rosvan,  Mr.  Pliil.  Livinijston. 

An  account  of  Coenradt  W.  Elmendorph,  for  four  ilavs' 
labour  in  drying  and  preserving  fifty-four  Continental  irnis 
brought  to  Hurley,  by  order  of  this  Council  of  Safely  t)l  ilie 
Stale  of  New-York,  by  Colo.  Graham's  regiment,  and  there 
left  wet,  and  for  packing  up  the  said  tents  wilh  their  trnt- 
poles,  and  forty-one  camp  kettles  left  with  them,  aiuouni- 
ing  to  £l  12s.  was  exhibited  for  payment.  And  sumc 
of  the  members  of  this  Council  having  certified  that  they 
examined  the  said  tents  and  found  them  well  dried  and 
preserved. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
said  Coenradt  W.  Elmendorph  the  said  sum  of  one  pound 
twelve  shillings,  take  his  receipt  for  the  same,  and  chaiae 
it  to  Continental  account. 

An  account  of  Cornelius  Duboys,  amounting  to  twenty 
shillings,  for  collecting  the  pans  of  a  stove  belonging  to  or 
used  by  the  late  Convention  of  this  State,  from  the  ruins 
of  the  court  house  and  goal  at  Kingston,  and  transporting 
the  same  to  Hurley,  was  exhibited  for  payment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  t)f  ihis  Stale  pay  to  the 
said  Cornelius  Duboys,  or  his  order,  the  said  sum  of 
twenty  shillings,  and  lake  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

An  account  of  JNaihan  Smedes  against  the  United 
Stales,  amounting  to  eight  pounds,  for  two  pair  of  iron 
bound  wlieels,  delivered  to  Adam  Swart  for  two  field 
pieces  for  the  use  of  the  militia  and  troops  at  or  near 
Kingston,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-Genl.  Geofge 
Clinton,  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  (which  two  pair  of 
wheels  were  destroyed  in  the  conflagration  of  Kingston,) 
was  exhibited  for  payment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
said  Nathan  Smedes  the  said  sum  of  eight  pounds,  lake 
his  receipt  therefor,  and  charge  the  same  to  Continental 
account. 

FitiD.iY  P.  M.  December  12,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Banclcer,  Esqr.  President  pro  temp. 
Mr.  Pawlinc;,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Webster,  .Mr.  Snyder,  Dunscomb,  Mr. 
Van  Zandt — Quorum. 
Mr.  E.  Clark,  Mr.  Rowan,  Mr.  Phil.  Livingston. 

An  account  of  Abraham  DeLaineter  of  seven  pounds 
four  shillings,  lor  riding  six  days  to  the  counties  of  Dutch- 
ess and  Orange  to  deliver  the  resolutions  of  the  Council  of 
Safety,  laying  an  embargo  on  the  transportation  of  flour  out 
of  this  Stale,  to  the  chairman  of  several  committees,  was 
exhibited  for  payment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
said  Abraham  Dclameter,  seven  pounds  four  shillings,  in 
full  for  that  account,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

An  account  of  John  Van  Duesen  for  riding  three  days, 
vizt :  the  2ith,  25th  and  26th  of  November,  to  deliver  a 
letter  from  Major-General  Gales  to  His  Excellency  Brigr. 
Genl.  George  Clinton,  which  letter  from  Gcnl.  Gates  was 
sent  to  this  Council  by  Capt.  De  Wilt,  wilh  a  request  to 
forward  it  by  express,  was  exhibited  for  payment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  pay  to  the 
said  John  Van  Duesen,  three  pounds  twelve  shillings,  in 
full  for  the  said  account,  take  his  receipt  for  the  same  and 
charge  it  to  the  Continental  account. 

"Coenradt  C.  Elmendorph,  of  Kingston  in  Ulster  county, 
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being  duly  sworn  on  die  Holy  Evangelists,  deposeth  and 
sailli,  thai  laie  in  ilie  afternoon  of  tiie  tenth  instant,  lie  met 
Jacobus  Besemer  rcuirning  to  Kingston  with  two  horses, 
and  fell  into  conversation  with  him  concerning  leather  which 
was  sent  off  on  a  wagon  by  Jacob  Triniperand  John  Trirn- 
per,  and  brought  back  by  order  of  llie  Council  of  Safely 
of  this  State  ;  thai  in  that  conversation  he  asked  the  said 
Besemer  if  his  master,  Jacob  Tritnper,  did  not  know  of 
the  resolution  of  Council,  prohibiiiiig  the  transportation  of 
leather  out  of  this  State  ?  and  the  said  Jacobus  Besemer 
replied  'yes;'  and  that  the  deponent  said  he  believed  John 
Trimper  knew  it  also  ;  to  which  Besemer  replied,  '  I  be- 
lieve so  too ;'  that  the  said  Jacobus  Besemer  further  in- 
formed the  deponent  that  he  was  ordered  in  the  evening 
preceding  his  going  away,  by  his  master,  Jacob  Trimper, 
to  arise  some  time  in  the  night  and  go  away  with  a  wagon 
load  of  leather  as  far  as  C.ipt.  Broadhead's,  and  bring  back 
boards  ;  that  the  deponent  observed  that  their  going  away 
in  the  night  did  not  look  well,  and  the  said  Besemer  said 
it  did  not. 

" COENRADT  C.  ELMENDORPH. 
"Sworn  the  12lh  of  Deer.  1777,  ) 
before  me.  > 

"  Evert  Bancker." 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


SATURDAY,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

December  13,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  odjournment. 

Present— Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  temp. 
Mr.  Scott,  i\Ir.  Webster,  Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr. 
Van  Zaadt,  Mr.  Dunscomb — Quorum. 

Mr.  Ph.  Livingston,  Mr.  £.  Clarke,  Mr.  Rowan. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McKesson,  one  of  the  Secretaries, 
pay  to  Johannes  Ostrander,  five  shillings  for  a  load  of  wood 
by  him  furnished  at  the  house  of  Seth  Curtis  by  order  of 
this  Council,  and  which  was  intended  for  iheir  use,  and 
that  he  charge  the  same  to  this  Slate,  for  which  this  entry 
or  a  copy  thereof,  shall  be  a  warrant  for  payment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  which  was  seconded. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  unto  each  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council,  twenty  shilluigs  per  day  for  every 
day's  attendance  on  the  business  of  the  Slate  committed  to 
them,  to  be  certified  from  the  minutes  by  writing,  under 
the  hand  of  either  or  both  of  the  Secretaries,  and  that  the 
Secretaries  include  Sundays  in  the  certificates  of  such 
members  whose  families  reside  at  a  distance  from  the  place 
of  meeting  of  the  Council,  and  who  continued  at  their 
usual  lodgings  near  the  silting  of  the  Council. 

An  account  of  John  .McLean,  for  riding  four  days  to 
Poughkeepsie,  from  thence  to  New-Windsor  and  Little 
Britain,  and  returning,  to  wit,  on  the  30lli  of  November, 
and  first,  second  and  third  days  of  December,  to  convey 
a  letter  from  Major-General  Gates,  and  two  o'her  letters 
to  Brigadier-General  George  Clinton,  which  letters  were 
conveyed  to  this  Council  of  Safety  by  the  committee  of 
Albany,  with  a  request  from  General  Gates  to  be  forwarded 
by  express,  was  exhibited  for  payment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  pay  to  the 
said  John  McClcan,  four  pounds  si.xteen  shillings,  in  full 
for  the  said  account,  take  his  receipt  for  the  same  and 
charge  it  to  Continental  account. 

An  account  of  John  McClean,  for  riding  to  Nepenagh 
on  the  9lh  instant,  to  take  John  Trimper  and  Jacobus  Be- 
semer, was  exhibited  for  payment,  and  settled  at  thirty-six 
shillings. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
said  John  McClean  thirty-six  shillings,  in  full  for  that  ac- 
count, and  take  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

An  account  of  John  Van  Deusen,  for  riding  to  Roches- 
ter on  the  4ih  instant,  with  a  letter  to  Gerard  Bancker  Esqr. 


Vice-Treasurer,  and  for  going  to  Nepenagh  on  the  9th  instant 
to  bring  buck  John  Trimper  and  Jacobus  Besemer,  with  a 
wagon  load  of  leather,  together  with  his  disbursements, 
amounting  in  the  whole,  to  ilie  sum  of  live  pounds,  was 
exhibited  for  payment,  approved  of  and  settled. 

Ordered,  That  the  'treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
said  John  Van  Ueusen,  ihe  sum  of  five  pounds,  in  full  for 
the  said  account,  and  take  liis  receipt  for  the  same. 

Saturday,  P.  M.  December  13,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Phese.vt — Evert  Bancker,  Esq.  President  pro  temp. 
Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr. 
Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Dunscomb — 'Quorum. 

Mr.  I'll.  Livingston,  Mr.  E.  Clarke,  Mr.  Rowan. 

Ordered,  I'hat  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Cap- 
tain Jan  Van  Deusen,  five  dollars,  for  conveymtr  with  his 
wagon  the  records  and  papers  of  the  Conventions  and  Coun- 
cils of  Safety  ot  this  Slate,  from  Nepenagh  to  Hurley,  by 
order  of  this  Council,  and  lake  his  receipt  in  full  for  that 
service. 

Mr.  John  Henry,  the  commissary  of  the  clothing  store, 
attended  and  delivered  in  the  accounts  of  the  said  store, 
and  the  present  contents  of  the  said  store,  which  were 
filed. 

A  letter  from  Abraham  P.  Lott,  Esquire,  dated  al  Nine 
Partners,  on  the  9lh  instant,  mentioning  the  dillicullv  of 
collecting  the  salt  by  him  purchased  for  the  Slate,  and  hav- 
ing it  transported  to  the  landings,  and  slating  also  his  efforts 
to  effect  that  object,  was  received  and  reail. 


MONDAY,  10  HO.  A.  M. 

Decemher  15,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tempore. 
Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Duns- 
comb, Mr.  \  an  Zandt,  Mr.  Scott — Quorum 

Mr.  Phil.  Livingston,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Rowan. 

An  order  of  Colo.  Lewis  Duboys,  directed  to  Mr.  John 
Henry,  commissary  of  clothing,  dated  the  sixth  of  Decem- 
ber instant,  rec[uestiiig  300  pair  of  shoes  and  300  pair  of 
hose  for  his  regiment,  to  be  delivered  to  Lieut.  Michael 
Concly,  for  which  Colo.  Duboys  engages  to  see  the  cash 
paid  on  the  first  regimental  payment,  was  read. 

The  quantity  requested  by  Colo.  Duboys  appearing 
not  to  be  in  the  Stale  store. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Henry,  commissary  of  the 
store,  deliver  to  Lieut.  ]\Iichacl  Coiincly,  with  a  proper  in- 
voice of  the  same,  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  pair  of 
shoes,  and  one  hundred  and  thirtv-tvvo  pnir  of  hose,  for  the 
use  of  Colo.  Duboys's  regiment,  and  lliat  Colonel  I>ewis 
Duboys  be  accountable  to  pay  this  Slate  ior  the  same. 

An  account  of  Lieut.  Michael  Connely,  of  Colo.  Du- 
boys's regiment,  for  fifteen  muskets,  at  four  pounds  fifteen 
shillings  each,  imounling  to  iJ71  05.  purchased  by  order  of 
Christopher  Tappen,  Esqr.  one  of  the  committee  of  the 
Convention  of  tliis  State  appointed  to  purchase  arms  for 
the  Continental  troops  raised  in  this  State  and  delivered 
into  the  armoury  at  Kingston,  as  appears  by  vouchers  now 
produced,  was  exhibited  for  payment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
said  Lieut.  Michael  Connely  the  sum  of  seventy-one  pounds 
five  shillings,  in  full  for  the  said  account,  lake  a  receipt  for 
the  same,  and  charge  it  to  the  Continental  account. 

"  Dirck  VVynkoop,  Junr.  Esqr.  of  Ulster  county,  being 
duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelist,  deposeth  and  saith, 
That  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday  the  9th  instant,  at  Mar- 
ble Town,  he  saw  a  wagon  loaded  with  leather,  under  the 
care  and  direction  of  John  Trimper  and  Jacobus  Besemer, 
who  was  with  him  ;  that  the  deponent  told  the  said  John 
Trimper  that  he  was  about  to  take  the  said  leather  out  of 
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the  Slate,  and  informed  the  said  John  Trimper  that  there 
was  a  law  or  a  resohition  of  the  Council  of  iSafely  against 
exporii"'^  any  leailier  out  ot  this  ISiate  ;  that  the  said  John 
Tninper'^l  first  said  there  was  not  any  sucii  resolution  ; 
that  the  deponent  informed  the  said  Jolin  'IViinper  that 
lliere  was  such  a  resolution,  for  that  he  was  so  informed 
by  a  member  of  the  Council ;  that  the  said  John  Trimper 
llien  said,  if  lliere  was  such  a  resolution  it  was  not  publish- 
ed •  ihal  the  deponent  asketl  hiin  what  he  meant  by  pub- 
lishing ;  he  replied,  in  ihe  newspapers  ;  that  the  deponent 
informed  said  John  Trimper  that  if  he  should  proceed  with 
llie  said  leather,  he  would  undoubiedly  be  slopped,  for  that 
be,  the  deponent,  would  send  information  to  the  Council 
lliereof ;  that  the  said  John  Trimper  replied,  that  the  depo- 
nent would  get  nothing  by  that,  for  that  if  the  said  leatiier 
was  now  detained,  he  would  find  means  to  gel  it  away  at 
some  other  day. 

"D.  WYNKOOP,  JuNR. 

«'  Sworn  the  15lh  Deer.  ) 
1777,  before  nie.  ) 

"  Evert  Bancker." 

Robert  Harper,  Esq.  one  of  the  members  of  this  Coun- 
cil, produced  a  bill  of  credit  of  this  Slate  of  ten  dollars, 
signed  only  by  Wm.  Denning,  numbered  1172,  with  black 
ink,  by  Evert  Bancker.  Esq. 

Ordered,  Thai  G.  Bancker,  Esqr.  the  Vice-Treasurer 
of  lliis  State,  receive  the  said  bill  and  return  the  value 
Uiereof  lo  Mr.  Harper. 

Monday,  P.  M.  December  I5th,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  Prcst.  pro  tern. 
Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Livingston,  i^fr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Harperj 
Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Kowan,  Mr.  Lott. 

The  petition  of  John  Tremper  was  read,  and  the  same, 
together  with  the  petition  of  Jacob  'IVemper  and  the  several 
examinations  taken  by  this  Council  relative  to  the  attempt 
made  by  the  said  John  Tremper  to  export  a  quantity  of 
shoe  leather  out  of  this  State  contrary  to  a  resolution  of  this 
Council  of  the  5th  day  of  December  instant,  against  the 
exportation  of  shoe  leather  out  of  the  State,  being  taken 
into  consideration, 

Resolueil,  That  the  said  shoe  leather,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Council,  is  forfeited  by  the  said  resolution  ;  that  the 
same  oujilit  lo  be  seized  and  disposeJ  of  according  to  the 
directions  thereof;  and  to  that  end,  that  a  certified  copy  of 
this  resolution  be  served  on  one  of  the  committee  of  this 
town. 

Philip  Livingston,  Esqr.  dissents. 

On  reading  a  letter  from  Ezekiel  Williams,  Esq.  sheriff 
of  the  county  of  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  dated  at  VVea- 
ihcrfield,  on  the  1 0th  inst.  slating  the  inducements  and 
under  what  conditions  he  had  permitted  William  Peinber- 
ton,  Samuel  Verry  and  William  .Moffat,  lately  sent  prison- 
ers from  this  Stale  to  Conncciicui  as  disaffected  persons, 
to  return  to  this  Stale,  selling  forth  also  the  wretched  and 
distressed  situation  of  manv  others  dchvered  lo  his  custody 
by  Mr.  Cantine,  most  of  whom  were  destitute  of  clothing 
and  blankets  ;  mentioning  also  the  want  of  flour  and  ihe 
hardships  of  so  long  an  imprisonment  unheard,  alleging 
that  humanity  required  rather  that  the  cinlty  should  imme- 
diately be  tried  than  e.xposcd  to  a  lingering  deatii  to  which 
they  must  very  soon  be  exposed,  if  snrplies  of  food  and 
clothing  were  not  furnished,  and  soliciting  from  liumanitv 
the  eaiiy  attention  of  the  Council  lo  their  situation.  And 
also  on  reading  a  letter  from  Jeremiah  Halscv,  Esqr.  rela- 
tive lo  the  said  Pemberton,  and  a  letter  from  Prosper  Wet- 
more,  relative  lo  the  said  William  Moffat  ;  and  on  reading 
also  a  letter  frotn  the  said  Ezekiel  Williams  to  Peter  Can- 
tine,  Esqr. ;  and  another  letter  from  the  said  Jeremiah 
Halsey,  enclosed  therein,  relative  to  Lieutenant  Simon 
Frazer,  lately  sent  a  prisoner  as  aforesaid. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  said  several  persons 


be  remanded  to  the  care  of  the  respective  general  or  coun- 
ty committees  of  the  counties  where  ihcy  did  formerly  re- 
spectively reside,  together  with  copies  of  the  aliovc  men- 
tioned ieiters  ;  that  ii  be  recommended  to  the  said  respec- 
tive committees,  if  they  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  said 
persons  oreiiher  of  them  may  be  permitted  with  safeiv  lo 
to  this  Slate  to  remain  in  the  same,  that  such  person  or  per- 
sons be  so  permillcd  to  remain  upon  any  such  icrnis  and 
under  any  such  restrictions  as  may  be  lliuuglit  on. per,  .-md 
be  on  them  severally  imposed  by  the  said  gener.il  or  coun- 
ty committees  respectively. 

"  '1  he  commitiee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
Robert  Livingston,  Esq.  dated  at  the  manor  of  Livinusion 
ihe  7th  of  December,  1777,  and  directed  to  Mr.  Ben-dn, 
one  of  the  Secrclaiies  of  this  Council,  report,  iliat  they 
have  given  the  same  a  deliberate  cc^nsideration,  and  con- 
ceive, if  when  viewed  as  an  answer  to  the  inquiries  made 
of  liim  by  certain  resolutions  of  this  Council  therein  re- 
ferred to,  to  be  very  unsatisfactory. 

"  1st.  Because  it  seems  lo  arraign  the  regularity  if  not 
the  justice  of  the  conduct  of  this  council,  in  procecdinf 
with  complaint  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Kyn- 
beck  precinct  in  Dutchess  county,  without  evidence  on 
oath,  when  in  fact  and  truth  the  said  resolutions  were 
framed  and  sent  to  Jlr.  Livingston  for  information  only, 
and  cannot  be  considered  as  a  judicial  act  against  him  ; 
and  your  commitiee  are  of  opinion  that  this  Council  has 
acted  with  greater  delicacy  towards  Mr.  Livingsloii  in  ex- 
hibiting said  complaint  to  him  for  his  admission  or  denial, 
and  in  staling  for  his  solution  the  questions  contained  in  the 
said  resolutions  before  the  examination  of  any  witnesses, 
than  would  have  been  shown  to  him  in  calling  for  ex  j,arle 
proofs  against  him  on  oath. 

"  2d.  Because  though  the  said  letter  contains  a  fair  and 
flat  denial  that  Mr.  J>ivingston  ever  sold  any  bar  iron  tor 
£17  or  £20  per  hundred,  as  is  alleged  in  the  said  com- 
plaint, and  although  also  it  asserts  that  no  one  blacksmith 
in  the  manor  of  Livingston  or  Dutchess  county  has  bouuht 
any  iron  of  him  that  has  cost  more  than  eight  shillinns  for 
the  quantity  necessary  lo  shoe  one  horse,  yet  il  contains 
no  answer  lo  the  said  resolutions  respecting  the  price  at 
which  he  does  sell  his  bar  iron,  as  by  the  said  resolution 
was  required. 

"  3d.  Because  though  the  said  letter  contains  the  enu- 
meration of  his  difficulties  with  respect  to  his  workmen, 
yet  it  affords  no  solution  to  the  questions  respectinij  the 
difference  between  the  present  time  and  the  year  1775.  of 
manulacluring  a  ton  of  refined  bar  iron  from  the  ore  at  his 
iron  works,  as  by  the  said  resolutions,  was  also  required." 
Wiiich  said  report  beinsj  considered,  it  was  tliercupon 
1st.  Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  Robt.  Livingston, 
Esq.  dated  at  the  manor  of  Livingston,  the  7th  of  Deer. 
1777,  and  diiected  to  Robert  Benson,  Esqr.  one  of  the 
Secretaries  of  tliis  Council,  contains  no  answer  to  the 
questions  put  to  him  in  the  resolutions  of  this  Council  of 
the  2Sih  of  November  last,  relalino;  to  the  price  at  which 
he  sells  his  bar  iron,  and  the  difference  of  expense  be- 
tween the  present  time  and  the  year  177.5,  of  marnifaclur- 
ing  a  ton  of  refined  bar  iron  from  the  ore  at  his  iron 
works. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  the  said  Robert  Livingston,  Esqr. 
be,  and  he  is,  liereby  required  lo  make  direct  answers  in 
writing  to  the  questions,  and  to  transmit  the  said  answers 
to  this  Council  or  the  IjCgislature  of  this  Slate  without 
delay. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  for  this  purpose,  he  be  forthwith 
furnished  witli  copies  of  the  request  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  his  said  letter  of  the  7th  of  Deer.  1  777, 
and  of  the  lesolulions  of  this  Council  founded  thereon. 

4tli.  Whereas  Robert  Livingston,  F.sqr.  by  his  leiicr 
dated  at  the  manor  of  (jivinErston,  the  7th  of  Deer.  1777, 
directed  to  lii.bert  Benson,  Esqr.  one  of  the  Secretaries  of 
tliis  Council,  in  answer  to  the  complaint  of  the  committee 
of  Kynbeck  precinct  in  Dutchess  county,   cliarging  him 
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with  selling  bar  iron  at  £17  or  £20  per  hundred,  and  flatly 
denies  that  he  has  ever  sold  any  bar  iron  to  any  one  being, 
for  £17,  much  less  for  £20. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  chairman  of  the  said 
committee  be  informed  thereof,  and  that  this  Council  is 
ready  to  receive  proof  in  support  of  his  complaint,  and 
that  a  copy  of  tiiis  resolution  be  sent  to  him. 


TUESDAY,  10  HO. 

December  16,  1777. 
Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Prest.  pro  tern. 

Mr.  Pawlins,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Scott. 

Ordered,  That  Jlr.  McKesson,  one  of  the  Secretaries 
of  this  Slate,  pay  to  Mr.  Abraham  Gasbeek  such  sum  as 
he  may  find  clue  him  for  room  hiie,  or  any  otherwise,  by 
the  Senate  of  the  Slate  of  New-York,  while  they  occupied 
part  of  his  house  at  Kingston. 

Adjourned. 

Tuesday,  P.  M.  December  16, 1777. 

Council  met. 

Peese.nt — Evert  Bancker,  Prcst.  pro  tcm. 

Mr.  Pawlinsj,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Livinsston,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Webster, 
Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Dunicomb,  ilr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Rowan. 

Whereas  this  Council  hns,  from  repeated  information, 
good  reason  to  believe  that  the  inhabitants  and  subjects  of 
this  Slate  tnake  a  practice  of  passing  and  repassing  between 
the  city  of  New-York  and  other  parts  of  the  Stale,  under 
cover  of  flags  of  truce,  granted  by  Continental  miliiary  offi- 
cers, commanding  at  the  military  posts  in  this  State  ;  by 
which  practice,  and  the  continual  communication  with  the 
enemy  in  consequence  thereof,  the  safely  of  the  United 
States  in  general,  and  of  this  State  in  particular,  is  greatly 
endangered  :  A.vd  wiiere.xs  it  solely  and  exclusively  be- 
longs 10  the  supreme  auihority  of  this  State  to  judge  of  the 
necessity  or  expediency  of  permiiting  any  of  its  subjects, 
not  belonging  to  the  Continental  army,  on  any  occasion 
whatsoever,  to  hold  personal  correspondence  or  communi- 
cation with  the  enemy, 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  recom- 
mended to  His  E.Kccllcncy  the  Governor,  by  every  means 
in  his  power,  to  prevent  any  such  of  the  inhabitants  and 
subjects  of  this  Stale  as  aforesaid,  from  procuring  any  flags 
of  truce,  for  any  purpose  whatsoever,  unless  the  same  be 
granted  by  him,  or  some  other  person,  with  his  special 
permission  to  be  had  in  every  case,  for  the  purpose. 

And  whereas  divers  persons,  as  well  military  officers 
as  others,  upon  very  trifling  occasions  have  obtained  flacrs 
of  truce,  and  under  cover  thereof  have  carried  to  and 
brought  from  the  city  of  New- York  divers  supplies,  bv 
which  not  only  an  unnecessary,  but  also  a  friendly,  and 
therefore  the  most  dangerous,  intercourse  is  maintained 
with  the  enemy, 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is,  further 
recommended  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  by  every 
means  in  his  power,  to  prevent  any  such  flags  of  truce,  as 
aforesaid,  from  being  granted,  except  upon  the  most  urgent 
occasions  and  also  to  prevent  any  goods  or  effects  what- 
soever, under  the  cover  ot  any  flag  of  truce,  to  be  carried 
to  or  brought  from  the  city  of  New- York,  e.xccpt  the  neces- 
sary wearing  apparel,  bedding  and  provisions  for  the  jour- 
ney or  voyage  ol  every  person  who  is  to  pass  or  repass  un- 
der the  protection  of  such  fl.!?  of  truce  ;  and  for  the  more 
effectual  prevention  of  frauds  in  such  case.  His  Excellency 
is  requested  to  take  the  most  eff"cctual  means  in  his  power 
to  prevent  any  person  from  having  the  benefit  of  a  flag  of 
truce,  unless  his  or  her  name  be  inserted  in  the  commis- 
sion or  letters  of  credence  to  be  granted  for  that  piirpo,<e, 
and  that  previous  to  the  granting  thereof,  the  particular  ar- 
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tides  of  the  several  necessaries  to  be  aflowed  for  the  voy- 
age or  journey,  be  ascertained  by  the  oflicer  grantmg  Uie 
flag  of  truce,  and  proof  made  on  oath  lietore  liim,  l>y  some 
person  or  persons  whosliall  receive  the  benefit  ol  such  flag 
of  truce,  that  no  goods  or  etfects  other  than  such  lor  which 
such  oflicer  shall  grant  pernussion,  shall  be  earned  lo  or 
broueht  from  the  city  of  New-York,  under  cover  of  such 
flag  of  truce. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  His  Excellency  ihe  Governor,  was 
read  and  appproved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  viz  : 

"In  Council  of  Safety,  Hurley,  Deer  lii,  1777. 

"Sir — Your  Excellency  will  we  flatter  ourselves,  see 
the  obvious  necessity  which  produced  the  enclosed  rcsulu- 
lions.  The  unprecedented  grants  of  flags  of  mice  by 
some  of  the  Continental  officers,  have  long  given  this 
Council  great  uneasiness.  Nor  indeed  can  we  avoid  tak- 
ing umbrage  at  the  liberty  assumed  in  the  military  line,  of 
furnishing  the  means  of  communication  with  the  enemy,  lo 
the  inhabiiants  and  subjects  of  this  State,  who  do  not  be- 
Kmg  to  the  Coiiiinenlal  army,  and  on  occasions  altogether 
unmilitary  ;  a  prerogative  which  we  conceive  to  belong  sole- 
ly and  exclusively  to  the  supreme  authority  ol  this  State. 

"We  are  of  opinion  that  besides  your  own  vigilance,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  transmit  copies  of  the  resoluiions  to 
the  commanding  officers  at  ib.e  differcnl  posts,  tind  to  press 
their  compliance  with  tliein.  We  beg  leave,  sir,  tootlerto 
vour  consideration,  wlieiher  it  may  not  be  proper  lo  dis- 
countenance as  much  as  possible,  applications  lor  flags  of 
truce,  by  making  it  in  some  cases  an  express  condition, 
that  the  persons  oblaining  the  flag  do  not  return  from  the 
enemy.  VVe  have  heard  of  several  persons  who  have  been 
permitted  to  go  to  New-York,  with  design  to  return,  and 
whom  we  think  ousht  not  to  have  been  thus  indulged.  For 
thoutrh  there  are  many  inhabitants  of  this  State  whom  we 
should  not  be  sorry  to  part  with  on  the  above  mentioned 
condition,  yet  we  conceive  they  ought  by  no  means  to  be 
permitted  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  lo  pass  and  repass 
between  us  and  the  enemy,  under  the  sanction  of  a  flag  of 
truce. 

"  The  information  which  we  received,  as  well  in  your 
Excellency's  last  letter,  as  by  other  channels,  of  the  burn- 
ing of  General  De  Lancey's  house,  gave  this  Council  great 
uneasiness.  We  think  this  a  most  unequal  method  of 
waging  war  with  the  enemy,  because  neither  we  nor  they 
can  possibly  destroy  any  but  what  are  properly  our  own 
houses  ;  and  we  fear  that  so  conspicuous  an  example  as 
the  destruction  of  .Mr.  De  Lancey's  mansion  house,  will  be 
industriously  followed  by  ihc  enemy,  to  ihe  ruin  of  many 
of  the  good  subjects  of  this  Stale.  For  those  reasons,  sir, 
we  most  earnestly  entreat  your  utmost  exertions  to  put  a 
slop  to  practices,  on  our  part,  which  maybe  attended  with 
the  most  destruclivc  retaliations  by  ihe  enemy. 

"  His  Excellency  Govr.  Cx.into.v." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  letter  from  Peter  B.  Jjivingston,  dated  the  12th,  was 
received  and  read,  and  the  consideration  thereof  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 


WEDNESDAY,  a.  m. 

December  17,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Presf.nt — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  Prest.  pro  tern. 
Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Livineston,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  jNfr.  Web- 
ster, Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Clnrk,  Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Rowan. 

Whereas  this  Council  have  been  informed  by  William 
Wood,  of  Goshen,  in  Orange  county,  thai  George  Ewing, 
cnmrnissarv-seneral  of  hides,  in  ihe  United  States,  has 
contracted  to  pay  him  in  leather  by  retaining  to  his  own 
use  one-half  of  all  he  shall  tan  on  Continental  account; 
and  that  the  said  William  Wood  is  employed  by  the  said 
George  Ewing,  lo  collect  the  hides  of  cattle  slaughtered 
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for  ihc  use  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  or  militia  on 
each  side  of  Hudson  river;  for  which  he  is  also  to  receive 
&  kiriticr  reward  or  payment  :  And  whereas  several  tan- 
ners anJ  curriers  in  this  part  of  the  Slate,  have  oll'ered  to 
Uiis  Council  to  tan  all  hides  which  may  be  delivered  to 
Uit-m  for  the  United  States,  forone-lhird  part  of  the  leather 
^\icn  tanned ;  whereby  there  will  be  evidently  a  great 
javin'^  10  the  United  Stales.  'I'lierefore 

llesolved,  and  Ordered,  That  all  the  hides  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  now  in  tlie  bounds  of  Kingston  and 
Hurley,  be  collected  by  Capt.  Jan  Vandeusen,  of  Hurley, 
»nd  by  him  preserved  and  detained  until  the  said  George 
Ewing  shall  have  contracted  for  the  manufacturing  of  them 
into  leather,  at  a  rale  notexcecdini;  one-third  part  of  the  said 
leather  when  tanned,  or  until  the  Continental  Congress  shall 
have  made  further  order  in  the  premises. 

A  draft  of  a  leilcr  to  Geo.  Ewing,  Esqr.  commissary- 
general  of  hides,  was  read  and  approved,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, vizt : 

"  Is  Cou.NciL  OF  S.iTETY  fof  the  State  of  New- York,  } 
"  Hurley,  Deer,  nth,  1777.  3 

"  Sir — This  Council  being  informed  ihat  you,  as  com- 
missary-general of  hides,  make  contracts  with  tanners  and 
curriers  for  preparing  the  Continental  leather,  whereby 
llicy  are  to  be  paid  in  leather,  by  retaining  one-half  for 
tanning  and  currying  the  other  half,  when  it  mav  be  done 
for  a  third,  think  it  their  duly  to  point  out  to  you  the  great 
loss  which  the  public  sustains  by  contracts  of  that  sort. 
This  loss  will  appear  evident  from  an  attention  to  the 
enclosed  estimates.    The  first  of  those  is  formed  on  the 

Elan  of  your  contracts,  unless  your  workmen  only  tan  at 
alves,  as  you  pay  for  the  currying  besides  ;  in  which 
case,  your  contracts  are  still  more  disadvantageous  than 
we  apprehended.  The  second  estimate  is  formed  on  the 
plan  of  tanning  for  the  third,  and  paying  for  the  currying 
at  12s.  per  side,  for  which  it  may  be  procured  to  be  done. 
The  price  of  the  tanned  hides,  charged  at  six  shillings 
per  pound,  and  of  ihe  curried  leather,  one-ihird  more  on 
llie  compared  dimensions  of  tanned  and  curried  leather, 
arbitrarily  fixed  in  the  two  estimates,  are  probably  below 
llieir  present  prices  ;  but  this  is  immaterial  in  setting  the 
proportion  of  the  two  estimates.  By  the  first  estimate, 
Iwcnly-four  sides  will  yield  in  cash  £50  8s.  ;  the  sales  of 
Uic  same  number,  by  the  second  estimate,  will  amount  to 
£^62  8s.;  the  difference  in  favour  of  the  public  by  the  se- 
cond estimate  is  £12,  which  is  near  25  per  cent,  an  object 
of  loo  much  consequence  to  the  Continent  to  be  neglected 
by  any  of  its  servants,  besides  the  advantage  of  a  supply 
of  one-sixth  leather  more  for  the  use  of  the  Continental 
troops.  By  inquiry  of  the  tanners  and  curriers  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  we  find  that  workmen  can  be  had  on 
the  plan  of  the  second  estimate,  who  will,  in  that  case. 
Still  make  great  profit  by  their  labour.  This  Council, 
tlicrefore,  think  it  their  duly  lo  interpose  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  your  contracts  wiihiii  this  State,  by  which  so 
great  a  public  loss  will  be  occasioned  ;  and  do  hereby  de- 
sire you  will  desist  from  carrying  them  into  execution  ; 
and  at  the  same  time  have  resolved  to  detain  the  hides  in 
this  place,  where  they  can  get  them  manufactured  accord- 
ing lo  the  second  estimate,  until  you  think  proper  to  agree 
with  the  workmen  here  according  to  that  estimate,  or  the 
Continental  Congress  shall  have  given  orders  herein. 

"  The  Council  is  also  determined  to  enclose  a  copy  of 
this  letter  and  of  the  estimates  to  the  Continental  Congress, 
by  express  ;  hoping,  that  if  the  pernicious  elTects  of  tan- 
ning and  currying  for  the  half,  he  diffusive  throughout  the 
Stales,  a  proper  remedy  may  be  applied  by  them  to  a 
mischief  which,  if  suffered  to  continue  without  redress, 
will  annually  sink  many  thousands  to  the  United  States. 

"  Upon  inquiry  of  a  principal  tanner  here,  we  find  that 
the  ncHl's  foot  oil  of  one  beast,  with  a  small  addition  of 
tallow,  will  be  sufficient  for  currying  half  of  its  hide  ;  we, 
therefore,  recommend  it  to  you  to  insist  with  the  commis- 
■aries  ol  provisions  lo  furnish  you  wilh  all  the  feet  and  a 


sufficient  quantity  of  tallow  for  this  purpose,  which,  con- 
sidering the  price  of  oil,  will  be  another  great  saving  to 
the  pubhc. 

"  We  are  your  humble  servants, 

"  By  order  of  the  Council. 
"  Geo.  Ewing,  Esqr.  Comraissy.  Genl.  iStc." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

The  computations  in  the  said  letter  contained  arc  in  ihe 
words  and  figures  following,  vizi  : 

"  First  Estimate. 


"  12  hides  or  24  sides  of  leather,  tanned  and  curried  for  the 
liaif,  gives : 

G  sides  sole  leather,  at  r21h.=721b.  al  Cs   21  ]  o 

and  li  sides  curried  leather,  at  1.3  more,   L'S  Iti  0 


J2  sides,  their  value,  X'M   s  o 


"  Second  Esliinate. 

£■  s.  d. 

"  12  hides  or  24  sides  of  leather,  tanned  for  the  third,  gives: 

8  sides  sole  leather,  at  rJll).=iHilb.  at  6s   ?S  Ui  0 

and  S  sides  curried  leather,  at  )-3  more,   3s    S  0 


X'67     !  n 

Deduct  pay  for  currying  the  same,  vizt.  8  sides  at  12s. ...      410  u 


£62    S  n 

Thence  deduct  the  amount  of  firsl  estimate,   jO    8  (i 


"  Profit  by  having  leather  tanned  for  a  third  instead  of  the 

half,  :  £12    0  0 

Which  is  nearly  25  per  cent."   — 


Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  enclosed  in  the  said 
letter. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in 
Congress,  was  read  and  approved  in  the  words  following  : 

"  In  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  N.  York. ) 

••  Hurley,  Deer.  17M,  1777.  ^ 

"Gentlemen — The  subject  mailer  of  the  enclosed  pa- 
pers is  of  too  great  moment  lo  be  neglected.  Mr.  Wood, 
who  is  amliorized  by  the  commissary-general  of  hides,  in- 
forms us  that  he  is  to  have  one-half  of  the  hides  within  his 
district  for  tanning  the  other  half.  We  are  sorry  to  find 
that  in  ihe  leather  department,  as  well  as  every  other,  of 
the  United  Slates,  there  are  peculations  and  waste  by  which 
the  expense  of  the  war  is  enormously  increased.  On  the 
article  of  leather,  the  object  which  now  immediately  strikes 
this  Council,  you  will  see  how  much  may,  wiih  a  lilile  at- 
tention, be  saved  the  United  Slates.  It  is  more  or  less  so 
in  all  the  commissary  and  quarter-masters'  deparlments. 
And  considering  the  amazing  and  unforeseen  expense  to 
which  the  war  subjects  us,  it  is  surely  the  duty  of  those 
in  power  to  apply  proper  remedies  to  evils  so  various  and 
destructive.  'I'hings  will  never  go  well  while  ihc  servants 
of  the  public  have  notoverseers  near  them.  This  Council 
are  iherclore  of  opinion  ihat  some  resolution  of  Congress 
should  be  passed  to  authorize  the  Legislatures  of  the  seve- 
ral Stales,  or  commillecs  to  be  appointed  by  them,  lo  su- 
perintend and  ii.  some  measure  to  direct  and  control  the 
commissary  and  quarier-masiers'  departments  in  the  seve- 
ral Stales,  so  far  as  to  prevent  abuses. 

"  We  have  only  lo  add  that  the  Ijcgisiature  are  to  meet 
at  Poghkepsie  the  5lh  day  of  next  month. 

"  And  are,  gentn.  with  great  respect, 

"  Your  most  obedt.  servts. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  New-York 

Delegates  in  Congress." 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted.  And, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  inclose  therein  a  copy  of 
the  letter  to  Geo.  Ewing,  and  of  the  computations  which 
were  therein  enclosed,  with  copies  of  Geo.  Ewing's  in- 
structions to  William  Wood. 

A  letter  from  Peter  R.  Livingston,  dated  the  12th  inst. 
relative  to  salt  by  him  purchased  by  order  of  this  State, 
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and  also  requesting  permission  to  transmit  102  barrels  of 
flour  to  Boston,  wus  read  in  the  words  f.  Uowing,  vizt : 

Manor  Livingston,  Decemr.  12,  1777. 

"  Gentn. — Since  I  had  the  favour  of  your  last,  have 
sent  to  Albany  the  proporiiou  allotted  to  that  county  out  of 
the  salt  I  purchased  for  the  use  of  this  Slate.  The  600 
bushels  for  the  county  of  Tryon  is  at  Mr.  Spencer's  and 
in  his  neighbourhood.  Have  acquainted  the  coinmiiiee  of 
that  county  that  it  lies  there,  and  will  either  send  from 
thence  or  order  it  down  to  the  landing  as  soon  as  the  roads 
will  permit  it.  As  I  have  my  orders  from  your  Board  to 
leave  the  salt  at  Spencer's  and  Jansen's,  and  have  charged 
Council  in  my  accounts  with  the  cartage  to  those  places 
only;  have  charged  and  received  from  the  county  of 
Albany  the  cartage  of  their  proporiion,  and  if  the  county 
of  Tryon  orders  their  parttoihe  landing,  shall  charge  them 
with  the  cartage  of  their  600  bushels. 

"  When  at  I3oston  I  obtained  an  order  from  the  Council 
for  750  bushels  of  salt  at  1  Os.  when  it  was  sold  by  others 
at  30s.  to  40*.  out  of  their  public  stores,  and  promised 
them  to  send  200  barrels  of  flour  for  the  use  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  town  of  Bosion  ;  have  since  my  promise 
sent  only  93  barrels,  and  beg  the  Honb.  Council  will  grant 
me  a  permit  to  send  the  remaining  102,  as  1  have  them 
ready  and  expect  the  roads  will  be  good  in  a  few  days. 
If  the  Council  will  be  pleased  to  grant  me  the  license,  Mr. 
Benson  will  forward  it  to  ine.  Shall  not  have  it  in  my 
power  until  snow  to  send  on  the  remaining  230  bushels  for 
Charlotte,  as  it  lays  at  Simsburrv,  and  the  Greenvvouds ; 
expect  soon  to  be  there,  and  shall  e.xert  myself  to  forward 
it  to  Mr.  Spencer's. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect, 
"  Your  very  humb.  servt. 
"  PETER  R.  LIVINGSTON." 

The  same  being  duly  considered,  and  the  question  be- 
ing pat  thereon,  whether  the  Council  will  grant  permission 
to  Col.  Peter  R.  Livingston  to  transport  the  102  barrels  of 
flour  in  the  said  letter  mentioned  ;  it  was  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Whereas  application  has  been  made  to  this  Council,  in 
behalf  of  tlie  distressed  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Char- 
lotte, representing  the  most  deplorable  and  ruinous  condi- 
tion to  which  they  are  reduced,  by  the  late  cruel  devasta- 
tions of  ihe  enemy  in  tiiai  part  of  this  State,  and  that  for 
want  of  bread,  and  the  means  of  purchasing  the  same,  they 
must  either  perish  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  winter,  or 
abandon  their  settlements  ;  an  event  which  will  necessarily 
depopulate  a  very  valuable  part  of  this  State  ;  and  subject 
the  inhabitants  of  other  parts  thereof,  to  the  indispensable 
duly  of  giving  both  shelter  and  support  to  their  unhappy 
fellow  subjects  :  And  whereas,  the  like  evils  are  appre- 
hended with  respect  to  other  frontier  parts  of  this  State  : 
And  Whereas  the  charitable  disposition,  heretofore  shewn 
by  the  subjects  of  this  Slate,  in  contributing  to  the  relief  of 
their  afflicted  brethren  in  Boston,  at  a  time  when  they  were 
sorely  pressed  by  the  same  inhuman  enemv,  will  not  per- 
mit this  Council  to  doubt  the  readiness  of  those,  who  iiave 
not  felt  the  calamities  of  war,  to  make  a  voluntary  contri- 
bution on  the  present  melancholy  occasion,  out  of  that  re- 
dundance which  a  kind  Providence  has  been  pleased  to 
bestow  on  them. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  earn- 
estly recommended  to  those  of  the  good  subjects  of  this 
State,  who  have  escaped  the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  that  as 
they  hope  for  a  continuance  nf  the  divine  protection  against 
the  like  severe  trials,  and  the  blessing  of  Almii^hty  God  on 
the  fruits  of  their  labour,  thev  extend  their  charity  to  the 
ruined  settlers  of  our  frontiers,  by  severally  delivering,  ac- 
cording to  their  abilities,  into  the  hands  of  any  member  of 
a  general  or  district  committee,  who  shall  reside  nearest  to 
them  respectively,  their  clianiable  donations  in  flour  and 
bread  corn,  of  any  kind,  to  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  such 
settlers  as  aforesaid,  in  manner  hereafter  to  be  directed  by 


this  Council  or  the  Legislature  of  this  State.  And  to  the 
end  that  such  charitable  donations  as  aforesaid,  may  be 
collected  with  that  despatch,  which  the  pressing  wants  of 
the  unliappy  sufferers,  intended  to  be  thereby  relieved, 
most  justly  claim, 

kcsulved,  That  all  the  members  of  the  several  general 
and  district  committees,  within  this  State,  be  anil  hereby 
are  required,  strenuously  to  exert  themselves,  in  the  use  of 
those  means,  which  may  be  most  effectual  for  a  speedy 
collection  of  such  charitable  donations,  and  to  make  report 
from  time  to  lime,  of  their  success  therein,  to  this  Council 
or  the  Legislature  of  this  Slate.  And  to  facilitate  the 
most  liberal  benefactions  on  this  occasion. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  enjoined  on  all 
ministers  of  the  gosiicl  within  this  State,  by  suitaljle  ex- 
hortations from  the  pulpit,  on  every  Lord's  day,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  s.ud  collection,  to  animate  and  excite 
their  bearers  to  the  iuUest  exercise  of  charily  towards  their 
suffering  brethren. 

Ordered.,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  published 
in  Samuel  Loudon's  paper,  and  that  one  hundred  copies 
thereof  be  printed  in  handbills  and  distributed  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Ulster,  Dutchess,  Westchester,  and  Orange. 

Wednesday,  P.  iM.  Hurley,  December  17,  1777. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Es^r.  Prest.  pro  tern. 
Mr.  ScoU,  iMr.  Harper,  Mr.  Livinestoii,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Duns- 
comb,  j\[r.  Clarice,  Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  .Snyder,  Mr.  Rowan. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Vice-Treasurer  of  this 
Slate  do  remove,  together  with  the  treasury  books  of  public 
accounts  and  papers  in  I'.is  custody  relative  thereto,  to  ihe 
precinct  of  Poughkeepsie,  in  Dutchess  county,  with  all 
convenient  speed;  there  to  attend  the  future  directions  of 
this  Council  or  Convention,  or  the  Legislature  of  this  vState. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  of  this  Council  do  re- 
move with  and  transport  all  the  records  of  the  late  Con- 
vention and  Councils  of  Safety  of  this  Stale  to  Pough- 
keepsie,  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Resolved,  That  the  clothing  store  of  this  State  remain 
in  its  present  situation  until  the  further  order  of  this  Coun- 
cil, or  the  Convention  or  Legislature  of  this  Stale. 

Whereas,  this  Council  intend  this  day  to  adjourn  to 
meet  at  Pouglikeepsie,  in  Dulchess  county ;  And  whereas, 
the  public  records  of  this  Stale  are  now  placed  at  Ncpcnagh, 
in  Ulster  county,  under  a  guard,  subject  to  the  directions 
of  Hendrecus  Hornbeck,  Johannes  Hardenburgh  and  Com- 
fort Sands,  Esquires,  in  which  sitiiaiion  thev  are  for  the 
present  esteemed  in  a  state  of  safety  ;  and  from  the  condi- 
tion of  the  roads,  and  uncertain  slate  of  ihe  weather  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  it  is  conceived  impracticable  to  remove 
said  records,  at  present,  to  any  place  of  greater  safety  : 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  records  of  this  State  remain  in 
their  present  situation,  under  guard  as  aforesaid,  until 
further  order  of  this  Council,  or  the  Legislature  of  this 
Slate  ;  and  th.^.t  a  certitied  copv  ot  this  resolution  be  de- 
livered to  the  said  Hendricus  Hornbeck,  Johannes  Har- 
denhurgh  and  Comfort  .Sands,  or  one  of  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Capt. 
Jan  Van  Deusen  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars,  in  full  for  the 
use  of  his  room  and  firewood,  and  other  services  for  this 
Council,  and  lake  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  Council  will  adjourn  to  meet  at 
Poughkeepsie  on  Saturday  next;  and  this  Council  is  here- 
by adjourned  accordingly. 


MONDAY. 

Poughkeepsie,  December  22,  1777. 
The  following  members  of  the  Council  of  Safety  and 
of  the  Legislature  met,  to  wit : 
Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  Presidt.  pro  tern. 
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Mr  Benson  Mr-  Pawling,  Mr.  Duascomb,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Rowan, 
Mr.  CUrke,  .M'r.  Van  Hoiilen. 

[The  above  members  conlinued  to  meet  from  day  today, 
until  Friday,  the  26ili,  vvlien  Mr.  Harper  appeared  ;  but 
ihe  number  being  insufficient  to  form  a  Council,  conlinued 
to  meet  from  day  to  day,  until  Tuesday,  December  30lh, 
1777.] 


TUESDAY  MORNING, 

\  December  30,  1777. 

The  Council  met. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tern. 
Colo.  Pawling.  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr. 
Harper,  Mr.  SnyJer — Q'loruiii. 
Mr.  Van  Houten,  Mr.  Clarke. 

Samuel  Verplanck,  Esqr.  attended  the  Council,  and 
made  application  for  leave  to  go  to  New-York  to  visit  his 
family,  and  to  return  within  such  lime,  and  under  sucii  re- 
strictions, as  this  Council  shall  direct. 

The  said  application  being  immediately  taken  into  con- 
sideration, was  rejected. 

Adam  Ijeevo,  of  the  West  Camp,  in  Ulster  county,  ap- 
prehended, and  confined  in  the  jail  of  Dutchess  county,  on 
a  charge  of  disaffeclion,  being  brought  before  the  Council 
and  examined,  declared  himself  a  true  friend  to  the  Ameri- 
can cause,  and  took  and  subscribed  the  following  oath  of 
allegiance  to  this  State,  to  wit : 

"  I,  Adam  Beevo,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear  and 
declare,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  I  wdl  bear 
true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  Slate  of  New-York,  and  in 
all  things  do  my  duty  as  a  good  and  laiihful  subject  of  the 
said  State  ought  to  do.    So  help  me  Cod. 

"ADAM  BEEVO." 

Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Adam  Beevo  be,  and  he  herehy 
is,  discharged  from  confinement,  and  permitted  to  return 
to  his  place  of  abode. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

December  31,  1777. 

Council  met. 

PaESENT— Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tern. 
Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Van  Hoiiien,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Har- 
per, Mr.  Benson,  .Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Barns. 

Peter  Benson  appeared  before  the  Council,  and  applied, 
in  behalf  of  his  father,  Benjn.  Benson,  a  refugee  from  the 
city  of  iS'ew-York,  and  intormed  the  Council : 

"  That  his  father,  while  he  resided  in  the  county  of 
Dutcliess,  and  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  resolution  of 
tills  Council,  prohibiting  the  e.xporlaiion  of  jrain,  purchased 
two  hundred  bushels  of  wheat,  solely  wiih  mtcntion  to  con- 
sume the  same  in  his  own  family,  and  to  barter  what  of 
the  said  wheat  should  be  more  than  sufficient  for  that  pur- 
pose, for  such  other  necessaries  as  liis  family  should  stand 
in  need  of;  that  when  the  enemy  came  up  the  river,  in 
October  last,  the  said  Benjamin,  for  the  safety  of  his  family 
and  effects,  removed  from  Red  Hook,  in  ihe  county  of 
Dutchess,  to  Salisbury,  in  Connecticut,  where,  having  ob- 
tained a  habitation  upon  more  advanta;Teous  terms  than 
the  one  he  possessed  at  Red  Hook,  he  now  resides  ;  that 
tlic  said  wheat  is  now  in  the  county  of  Dulclicss,  the  said 
resolution  having  taken  place  before  the  said  Bciijamin  had 
an  opportunity  to  remove  ihe  same  out  of  this  tState  ;  for 
wiiich  reason  the  said  Benjamin  prays  the  license  of  this 
Council  to  transport  the  said  200  busiiels  of  wheat  out  of 
this  State,  into  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

"The  said  Peter  Benson,  being  duly  sworn,  saiiii  that 
the  above  mailers  of  fact  are,  to  the  best  of  hi.-^  belief,  true. 

"PETER  BENSON." 


Resolved,  That  the  .said  Benjamin  Benson,  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  licensed  and  permitted  to  transport  the  said  200 
bushels  of  wlieat  out  ot  this  State,  into  the  Stale  uf  Con- 
necticut. 

Mr.  Benson,  one  of  the  commissioners  for  conspiracies, 
&c.  informed  the  Council  lhal,  some  time  since,  ."Samuel 
Mabbet,  of  the  county  of  Dutchess,  surrendered  liinisi'if  to 
liie  said  commissioners,  who,  conceiving  the  case  of  the 
said  Samuel  Mabbet  to  be  very  important,  as  there  are 
many  other  persons  in  the  Stale  in  the  same  predicament, 
and  as  the  determination  of  it  would  be  establisliiiiL;  a  )a-c- 
cedent,  had  referred  it  to  this  Council,  and  had  boiinU  the  said 
Samuel  Mabbet  to  appear  before  this  Council,  that  he  was 
attending  at  llie  door  accordingly. 

Mr.  Benson  then  informed  the  Council  of  the  case  of 
the  said  Samuel  Mabbet,  as  follows,  vizt: 

"That  the  said  Samuel  Mabbclwasa  person  notoiiou?lv 
disaffected  to  the  American  cause,  inconsequence  of  wliich, 
he  was  removed  to  New-Hampshire,  in  the  fall  of  the  year 
1776,  from  whence  lie  returned  to  this  Slate  last  spring, 
and  being  called  upon  by  the  commissioners  to  affirm  his 
allegiance  to  iliis  State,  refused  ;  lhal  some  lime  after,  he 
absconded,  and  that  he  lately  appeared  and  surrendered 
himself  to  the  commissioners  ;  that  the  said  Saimiel  avers 
llial  he  only  concealed  himself  through  fear,  his  life  having 
been  threatened,  and  denies  that  he  ever  was  wiili  the  ene- 
my, or  that  he  has  ever  carried  on  any  correspondence  wiili 
the  enemy,  or  with  any  person  with  them." 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  lake  the  same  into  con- 
sideration, whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Samuel  Mabbet  be  discharged 
from  confinement,  upon  his  entering  into  recognizance, 
wilh  surely  in  the  sum  of  £2,000,  for  the  appearance  of 
the  said  Samuel  Mabbet  at  ihe  next  court  of  oyer  and  ter- 
miner and  general  jail  delivery,  to  be  held  in  anil  tor  ilie 
county  of  Dutchess  ;  that  the  President  of  ihrs  Council  be 
authorized  to  take  the  same,  and  deliver  it  to  the  .4itornev- 
General,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  certify 
the  said  recognizance  into  the  first  court  ot  oyer  and  ter- 
miner and  general  jail  delivery  which  shall  be  held  in  and 
for  the  county  of  Dutchess. 

Egbt.  Benson,  Esqr.  produced  his  account,  wilh  the 
youcher,  amounting  to  £5  3s.  id.  moneys  advanced  by 
him  for  expresses  by  order  of  this  Council. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Treasurer  of  this  State  repay  Mr. 
Benson  the  said  sum  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Stale. 

Joseph  Furman,  of  CharloUe  precinct,  in  the  county  of 
Dutchess,  altending,  prayed  a  license  to  transport  eight 
barrels  of  flour  to  one  or  either  of  the  eastern  States,  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  purchasinn;  oil,  an  article  inuch  wanted 
in  the  manufacturing  leather  in  this  Stale. 

The  same  being  taken  into  considcralion. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Joseph  Furman  be  and  he  is 
hereby  licensed  and  permitted  to  expert  out  of  ihis  Slate, 
to  one  or  either  of  the  eastern  States,  eight  barrels  of  Hour, 
on  his  taking  an  oath  before  the  President  of  this  Council, 
that  he  will  imnort  into  this  Slate  llic  wliole  proceeds  of 
the  said  llour  in  oil  or  blubber  for  llie  purpose  of  manufac- 
turing leather,  or  salt  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Slate. 

Benjamin  Delavergne,  of  Charlotte  precinct,    in  the 
county  of  Dutchess,  attending,  prayed  a  license  to  trans- 
port four  barrels  of  flour  to  one  or  either  of  the  eastern 
States,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  purchasing  medicines  or 
salt  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitanis  of  this  Stale. 
The  same  being  taken  into  consideration. 
Resolved,  That  ihe  said  Doctor  Benjamin  Delavergne 
be  and  he  is  hereby  licensed  and  permitted  to  export  lour 
barrels  of  flour  out  of  this  Slate  lo  either  of  the  eastern 
States,  on  his  taking  an  oaih  before  the  President  of  this 
Council  that  he  will  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  import 
into  this  State  the  whole  proceeds  of  the  said  llour  in  me- 
dicines or  salt  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Slate. 
Mr.  Dur.scomb  and  Mr.  Snyder  dissenting. 
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Egbert  Benson,  Esqr.  having,  by  llic  advice  of  several 
members  of  this  Council,  advanced  to  Alexander  Baldwin, 
captain  of  one  of  the  coniiianies  of  rangers  of  this  Slate, 
raised  in  the  county  of  Albany,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  to  defray  the  expense  of  provisions,  carriages  and 
contingencies  of  him  and  liis  party  (being  prisoners  on 
parol  from  Canada)  on  their  nnrch  trom  Poughkeepsie  to 
Albany,  and  taken  Captain  Baldwin's  receipt  (as  from  this 
Council)  for  the  same.  Tliereupon, 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Benson  hie  the  said  receipt  with 
the  Treasurer  of  this  8laic,  and  that  the  said  Treasurer 
repay  Mr.  Benson  the  above  sum  out  of  the  treasury,  and 
charge  Capt.  Baldwin  with  the  same. 

Egbert  Benson,  Esqr.  informed  this  Council,  that  by 
the  advice  of  some  of  ilie  members,  lie  had  procured  from 
Isaac  Sheldon,  Esqr.  one  of  the  commissioners  of  seques- 
tration in  Dutchess  county,  ten  dollars  in  specie,  which  he 
delivered  to  Mr.  Andrew  Billiniis  at  Poughkeepsie,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  great  seal  for  tliis  State,  and  had 
taken  Mr.  Billings's  receipt  for  the  same,  as  from  Mr. 
Sheldon. 

Resolved,  That  this  Council  do  approve  of  Mr.  Benson's 
conduct  in  this  instance,  and  that  the  said  Isaac  Sheldon 
be  indemnified  for  delivering  to  Mr.  Benson  the  said  ten 
dollars  as  aforesaid  :  And, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  receipt  be  filed  with  the  Trea- 
surer of  this  State,  and  that  lie  thereupon  credit  the  said 
Isaac  Sheldon  for  the  said  ten  dollars,  and  charge  the  same 
to  the  said  Andrew  Billings. 

A  letter  from  John  Coe,  Esqr.  one  of  the  commission- 
ers of  sequestration  on  the  south  side  of  the  mountains  in 
Orange  county,  dated  the  16th  mst.  informing  Council  that 
Teunis  Kuyper,  Esqr.  the  other  commissioner  of  seques- 
tration in  that  part  of  the  said  countv,  cannot  possibly  at- 
tend to  the  execution  of  that  business,  as  his  attendance 
is  required  as  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  this  Stale, 
and  therefore  requests  that  another  person  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  act  in  conjunction  willi  him  lu  the  stead  of  Mr. 
Kuyper,  was  read  :  And  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Gilbert  Kuyper,  Esqr.  be  and  he  is 
hereby  appointed  a  commissioner  of  sequestration  in  the 
county  of  Orange,  in  the  siead  of  Theunis  Kuyper,  Esqr. 
who  is  hereby  discharged  fiom  the  said  office,  his  attend- 
ance being  required  as  a  member  of  the  Assembly  of  this 
Sute. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning 


THURSDAY  MORNING, 

January  1,  1778. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Evert  Eanckcr,  Esqr.  I'residl.  pro  Ism. 
Mr.  rawlinz,  Mr.  Benson,  -"Mr.  Snyder,  .Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Dunscomb — Quorum. 

Mr  Clarke,  Mr.  I'latt,  Mr.  Van  Houlcn,  Mr.  Barns. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to 
Egbt.  Benson,  Mclanclon  Smith  and  Peter  Cantine,  Esqrs. 
commissioners  of  conspiracies,  &c.  or  one  of  them,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds,  on  account,  and 
take  a  receipt  for  the  some. 

Sundry  resolutions,  appointing  commissioners  to  repair 
to  the  State  of  Connecticut  to  examine  the  prisoners  of 
this  Slate  there,  to  discharge  such  of  ihem  as  appear  to 
be  least  dangerous,  and  to  direct  the  others  to  be  brought 
into  this  State,  were  read  ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  further  consideration  was  postponed  till  to- 
morrow morning. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 
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FRIDAY  MORNING, 

January  2,  1778. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Phesent — Evert  Bancker.  Esqr.  Frrsidt.  pro  tcm. 

Mr.  t'awlin?,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Snyder, 
Mr.  liunson  — (^HuruHi. 

Mr.  Van  Houten,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Barns. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lewis  and  Ezra  Hiah  Wetmore,  on 
taking  the  oalli  of  allegiance,  be  discharged  from  confine- 
ment. The  said  two  persons  were  accordingly  called  in, 
and  they  severally  took  and  subscribed  the  following  oaih, 
to  wit : 

"  We,  William  Lewis  and  Ezra  Hiah  Wetmore,  do  re- 
spectively swear  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty 
God,  that  we  will  respectively  bear  true  failh  and  allegi- 
ance to  the  State  of  New-Yoik,  and  do  our  duty  as  good 
subjects  ought  to  do  :  So  help  us  God. 

"WM.  -I-  LEWIS, 

"EZRA  HIAH  WETMORE." 

Mr.  Piatt  informed  the  Council  that  Mr.  Gilbert  Livings- 
ton and  himself  had  appointed  Mclancton  Smith.  Esf|r.  an 
agent  to  purchase  hay  and  grain  for  the  use  of  ihe  Legisla- 
ture, pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  this  Council  of  the  1st 
of  December  last. 

Mr.  Smith  attending,  reported  to  the  Council  that  he 
purchased  the  quantity  of  hay  specified  in  the  resolution  of 
the  Council  for  that  purpose,  but  that  he  had  not  as  yet 
procured  the  necessary  quantity  of  grain,  not  having  been 
able  to  procure  more  tlian  about  300  bushels,  and  requested 
that  a  sum  might  be  ordered  to  him  in  advance,  and  that 
the  Council  would  determine  what  he  is  to  be  allowed  for 
his  commissions. 

The  Council  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  and  also 
that  a  further  quantity  of  hay  would  be  required  for  the 
use  of  the  Leaislature, 

Rtsolved,  I'hal  in  addition  to  the  forty  tons  mentioned 
in  the  resolution  of  this  Council  of  the  1st  of  December 
last,  the  said  Jlelancton  Smith  be  authorized  to  purchase 
tlie  t'unher  quantity  of  ten  tons  of  hay,  and  cause  the  same 
to  be  brought  to  this  place  and  deposited  in  proper  maga- 
zines for  tlie  use  of  the  Legislature. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  advance  to  said 
Melancton  Smith,  agent  as  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  £'S0O, 
and  that  Mr.  »Smilh  account  to  this  State  for  the  expendi- 
ture thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Melancton  Smith,  agent  as  afore- 
said, be  allowed  for  his  services  and  expenses,  a  commis- 
sion of  five  per  cent  upon  the  moneys  to  be  paid  out  by 
him. 

Adjourned  until  the  afternoon.  . 

Friday  Afternoon,  \ 
Poughkeepsie,  January  2,  1778.  ) 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Ev.rt  Bancker.  Esqr.  Preiidcnt  pro  tempore. 

Iilr.  Benson,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Van  Houten,  Mr.  Piatt.  Mr.  Scott,  Mr. 
Webster,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Barnes,  Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Duns- 
comb. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  certain 
resolutions  appointing  coinmissioners  to  superintend  the  re- 
turn of  the  prisoners  of  this  State  (now  at  Hartford)  into 
this  State.  The  same  being  again  read,  were  unanimously 
approved  of  and  agreed  to,  in  the  words  following,  vizt  : 

Whereas  upon  the  loss  of  the  fortresses  in  the  High- 
lands, in  consequence  whereof  the  enemy  possessed  them- 
selves of  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river,  ii  became  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  public  safety  to  remove  the  prison- 
ers confined  on  board  the  Fleet  prison,  and  in  the  jail  of 
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Kincslon,  in  the  county  of  Ulster,  out  of  this  State  ;  and 
l)ie  saiii  prisoners  were  accordingly  by  order  of  this  Coun- 
cil conveyed  to  Hartford,  in  the  Slate  of  Connecticut : 
\fiv  WHEREAS  it  was  the  intention  of  tliis  Council  that 
ill''  said  prisoners  should  be  reiiiaiuied  to  this  State  as  soon 
«» "the  situation  of  public  alfairs  would  admit  thereof,  there- 
fore, ~ 

Hesolved,  That  Melancton  Siiiitli,  Peter  Cantine  and 
Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer,  Esquires,  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by appointed  commissioners  to  superintend  the  return  of 
llic  said  prisoners  into  this  State  ;  and  they  are  hereby  re- 
quired to  meet  for  that  purpose  at  Hartford,  on  the  20lh 
dav  of  January  instant.  That  the  said  commissioners,  or 
any  two  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  by 
examining  the  minutes  of  llic  commissioners  for  conspira- 
cies, (ScC.  or  the  minutes  of  any  commillec  within  this  State, 
or  by  examining  any  person  or  persons  on  oath,  to  obtain 
information  of  the  characters  of,  and  of  the  crimes  charged, 
and  of  the  proofs  that  can  be  obtained  against  the  said  pri- 
soners respectively.  That  the  said  commissioners,  or  any 
two  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  liereby,  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  permit  such  of  the  said  prisoners  to  go  at  large, 
as  they  shall  think  proper,  provided  ihat  such  permission 
to  go  at  large  shall  not  be  construed  to  pardon  the  said  pri- 
soners respectively  of  any  treason  or  other  offence  hereto- 
fore committed  by  them,  or  to  exempt  them  from  being  at 
any  lime  hereafter  apprehended,  tried  or  punished  for  the 
same.  That  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them, 
cause  such  of  the  said  prisoners  as  shall  not  be  so  permit- 
ted to  go  at  large,  to  be  returned  unto  this  State  under 
guard,  and  confined  in  such  jails  as  the  said  commissioners, 
or  any  two  of  them,  shall  deem  proper.  And  the  keepers 
of  the  several  jails  in  this  State,  are  hereby  authorized  and 
required,  upon  the  mittimus  of  the  said  commissioners,  or 
any  two  of  them,  to  receive  into  ilieir  custody  respectively, 
•uch  of  the  said  prisoners  as  shall  be  committed  to  their 
respective  jails,  and  detain  them  in  safe  custody  until  they 
sliail  be  thence  delivered  by  due  course  of  law.  And  that 
the  said  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  be,  and  they 
arc  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to  collect,  settle  and 
disch.irge  the  accounts  of,  and  the  expenses  which  iiave 
occurred  in  or  about  the  removal  of  the  said  prisoners  from 
tins  Stale  into  the  State  of  Connecticut,  or  in  or  about  their 
residence  or  confinement  there,  besides  defraying  the  ex- 
penses that  will  arise  upon  the  business  hereby  committed 
to  them  : 

And  whereas  it  may  be  requisite,  the  better  to  enable 
the  said  commissioners  to  discharge  such  accounts  and  de- 
fray such  other  expenses  as  may  arise  in  the  above  business, 
that  they  should  be  permitted  to  purchase  flour  in  this  Stale, 
and  10  transport  the  same  to  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  commissioners,  and 
each  of  them,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be,  and  ifiey  and 
each  cf  them  is,  and  are  hereby,  authorized  and  permit- 
ted to  purchase  any  quantity  or  quantities  of  fioiir,  and  the 
same  to  transport  out  of  this  State,  and  to  sell  and  dispose 
tliereof,  rendering  an  account  of  ttic  profits  to  the  Auditor 
of  this  Slate. 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  Ezckiel  Cooper,  with  20  men  of 
bis  company,  march  to  Hartford,  m  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut; and  that  upon  his  arrival  there,  he  put  himself  under 
llie  command  and  direction  of  the  said  rommissioners  ;  and 
that  he  begin  his  march  so  as  to  be  at  Hartford  on  the  20th 
day  of  ihif  instant  month  of  January. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer,  out  of  the  treasury  of 
ihis  Slate,  advance  to  Capt.  Ezekiel  Cooper,  the  sum  of 
forty  pound*!,  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  said  guard  to 
Hartford  ;  that  the  said  commissioners  be  charged  there- 
with, and  that  Capt.  Cooper  account  to  them  for  the  ex- 
pcndiinres  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer,  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
State,  advance  to  the  said  commissioners  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  to  defray  the  expense  of  the 


business  hereby  committed  to  them,  and  that  they  be  ac- 
countable to  this  State  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  be  allowed,  each 
of  them,  for  the  time  they  shall  be  actually  employed  in 
the  above  business,  the  sum  of  sixteen  shillings  per  day, 
besides  the  subsistence  of  themselves  and  their  horses. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  to  each  of  ihc  said 
commissioners,  (enclosing  certified  copies  of  forcuouv 
resolutions,)  by  express,  and  request  of  them  to  attend  to 
the  execution  thereof,  and  for  that  purpose  that  ihcy  mav 
meet  together  at  Spencer's,  in  the  Oblong,  on  the  loiii 
instant. 

-Mr.  Piatt  informed  the  Council,  that  upon  the  loss  of 
the  forts  in  the  Highlands,  he  had  taken  certain  quaniiiics 
of  flour  and  grain  in  and  about  this  place,  and  caused  the 
same  to  be  removed,  in  order  to  prevent  their  falliiiir  imo 
the  hands  of  the  enemv.  That  although  this  Council  had, 
by  letter,  approved  of  his  conduct,  yet  he  conceived  a  fur- 
ther security  necessary,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  indemni- 
fied by  a  resolution  to  be  passed  for  that  purpose.  Mr. 
Piatt  further  informed,  that  he  had  paid  the  sum  of  :C16 
16s.  for  the  freiuht  of  84  barrels  of  the  said  tlour  and  grain 
transported  to  Albany  and  delivered  to  Jacob  Cuyler,  Esq. 
commissary-general  of  provisions  there,  and  had  taken  a 
receipt  from  Valentine  Baker  for  the  said  sum.  Tliat  of 
the  said  flour  so  transported  to  Albany,  there  were  ;i5  bar- 
rels said  to  have  belonged  to  a  certain  Henry  Ruscrow, 
and  which  were  sent  to  Albany  under  the  care  of  'I'homas 
Henderson,  with  directions  to  deliver  liie  same  to  the  com- 
missary-general of  purchases  there  :  that  the  said  Thos. 
Henderson,  as  he  himself  informs,  has,  notwiihstandiiiif, 
sold  the  said  fe-t  barrels  of  flour  to  the  said  commissary- 
general  for  forty  shillin£;s  per  hundred  ;  that  it  cannot  be 
discovered  where  the  said  Henry  Ruscrow  now  is,  though 
It  is  suspected  that  he  is  with  the  enemy  ;  that  the  said 
Thomas  Henderson  is  now  possessed  of  the  cash  arising 
by  the  said  sale  of  the  said  35  barrels  of  flour,  and  demands 
4  shillings  per  barrel  for  the  freight  and  5  per  cent,  for  his 
commission  upon  the  sale. 

The  same  being  taken  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  Zephaniah  Piatt,  Esqr.  be  and  he  is 
hereby  indemnified  and  saved  harmless  from  and  against 
all  costs,  charges  and  damages  which  may  be  adjudged  or 
awarded  against  him,  in  any  and  every  suit  and  action 
which  shall  or  may  be  commenced  against  him  for  or  by 
reason  of  the  premises,  or  any  part  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer,  out  of  the  treasury  of 
this  State,  pay  to  the  said  Zephaniah  Piatt,  Esq.  the  sum 
of  sixteen  pounds  sixteen  shillings,  moneys  advanced  by  him 
to  Valentine  Baker  for  the  freight  of  b4  barrels  of  tiour  and 
wheat  from  Pouglikeepsie  to  Albany,  and  delivered  to 
Jacob  Cuyler,  rommissarv-general  ot  purchases  there  ;  that 
Mr.  Piatt  file  with  the  Treasurer  the  receipt  to  him  from 
the  said  Valeniine  Baker  for  the  said  sum  so  advanced  by 
him  as  aforesaid,  and  that  tlic  Treasurer  thereupon  charge 
the  United  States  with  the  said  sixteen  pounds  si.xtecn 
shillings. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Henderson  pay  unto  the  Trea- 
surer of  this  State  the  moneys  ari=iiig  from  the  sale  of  35 
barrels  of  flour,  said  to  liave  belonged  to  Henry  Uuscrow, 
and  which  were,  by  order  ol  Zephaniah  Plait,  Eoq.  removed 
from  litis  place  to  Albany  on  or  about  tlie  ttih  day  of  Octo- 
ber last,  retaining  in  his  hands  the  sum  of  4  per  cent,  per 
barrel  for  tiie  freight  thereof. 


SATURDAY  MORNING, 

Januanj  3,  1778, 

Council  met. 

Present — Evert  Banclfer,  Esq.  President  pro  tern. 
Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr. 
Wetisler — Qvorum. 

Mr.  Van  Houlen,  Mr.  Clark.  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Gilb.  Livingston. 
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Certain  resolutions  nppointincj  a  commissary  to  dispose 
of  the  forage  procured  tor  the  use  of  llic  Legislature,  were 
read  and  agreed  to  as  follows,  vizt. 

Resolved,  That  Muses  Smith  be  and  he  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed commissary  to  receive  and  dispose  of  the  forage 
provided  for  tiie  use  of  tlie  Legislature  ;  that  lie  dispose 
of  the  said  forage  (if  ihcy  shall  rcspeciively  choose  to  pur- 
chase the  same)  in  the  matuier  following,  namely  :  To  His 
Excellency  the  Governor,  the  quanlilv  of  two  tons  of  hay 
and  twenty  bushels  of  grain  ;  and  to  the  Chancellor, 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  ('ourt,  members  of  Senate  and 
Assembly,  and  all  ofricers  whose  daily  attendance  is  re- 
quired on  the  Legisliilure,  eacli  a  quaniiiy  not  exceedmg 
half  a  ton  of  hay  and  thirty-four  bushels  of  grain,  at  the 
rate  of  10s.  per  hundred  weight  for  the  hay  and  10s.  per 
bushel  for  the  grain. 

That  he  receive  of  the  several  persons  purchasing  iho 
said  forage,  upon  the  delivery  ot  the  same,  the  money  for 
the  quantity  they  shall  respectively  purchase. 

That  he  from  time  to  lime  provide  proper  places  for  de- 
positing such  of  the  said  forage  as  shall  be  undisposed  of. 

That  he  dispose  of  such  of  the  said  forage  as  shall  re- 
main undisposed  of  after  the  13lh  day  of  February  next, 
to  the  several  persons  above  mentioned,  each  a  farther 
quantity,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  weight  of  hay  and 
four  bushels  of  grain,  at  the  prices  above  mentioned. 

That  he  dispose  of  such  of  the  forage  as  shall  remain 
on  hand  after  the  15tli  day  of  March  next  or  the  rising  of 
the  Legislature,  whichever  shall  first  happen,  at  public 
vendue. 

That  he  account  with  the  Auditor  of  this  State  for  the 
moneys  to  be  received  by  him  upon  the  sale  of  the  said 
forage. 

That  he  shall  not  be  obliged  to  weigh  or  measure  out  to 
any  person  a  less  quantity  than  one  hundred  weight  of  hay 
and  one  bushel  of  grain  at  one  time. 

That  he  be  allowed,  besides  the  expenses  that  may  at- 
tend the  execution  of  the  business  hereby  committed  to 
him,  for  his  own  services,  five  per  cent  upon  the  moneys 
upon  the  sales  of  the  said  forage  as  aforesaid. 

After  some  time  spent  in  the  examination  of  the  State 
prisoners  confined  in  Poughkeepsie  jail,  taken  by  Mr. 
Clark  and  Mr.  Van  Houten,  the  Council  adjourned  until 
the  afternoon. 

Saturday  Afternoon,  January  3,  1778. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  Prcst.  pro  tern. 
Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  V'anHoulen,  .Mr.  Clarke. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  John  .McKesson  and  Robt. 
Benson,  the  Secretaries  of  this  Council  and  clerks  of  the 
respective  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  do  furnish  this  Coun- 
cil and  the  respective  Houses  of  the  Legislature  with  fire- 
wood and  candles,'  and  that  the  Vice-Treasurer  of  this 
Slate  do  audit  their  accounts  for  their  disbursements  in  the 
premises  and  discharge  the  same. 

Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  Van  Houten,  two  of  the  members  of 
this  Council,  who  were  some  days  ago  requested  to  ex- 
amine into  the  cases  of  the  prisoners  now  confined  in  the 
jaii  of  Dutchess  county,  verbally  reported  that  they  had 
taken  the  examination  ot  Cornelius  Leister,  of  Duichess 
county ;  that  it  appears  he  is  confined  for  disaffection  to 
the  American  cause. 

Ordered,  That  he  be  discharged  on  entering  into  recog- 
nizance vvith  one  or  more  sufficient  sureties  to  the  people 
of  tliis  State  in  the  sum  of  £,"1,000,  conditioned  for  ins 
appearance  at  the  next  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and 
general  jail  delivery,  to  be  held  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Dutchess,  and  not  dapart  without  leave  of  the  said  court. 

On  the  further  parol  report  of  the  said  members, 

Ordered,  That  Thomas  Bryant  be  discharged  on  Jona- 
than Bryant,  of  Philips's  precinct,  in  Dutchess  county, 
father  of  the  said  Thomas,  entering  into  like  recognizances 


to  the  people  of  this  State  in  the  sum  of  £100,  to  deliver 
the  said  Thomas  to  the  shcrilf  of  Dutchess  county,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  iMay  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mary  McKeiizic  f)e  discharged  on 
McKenzic,  the  husband  of  the  said  Mary,  entering  into  re- 
cognizance to  the  people  of  this  Slate,  in  ihe  sum  of  .£100, 
conditioned  for  the  appearance  of  the  said  Mary  at  the  next 
court  of  oyer  and  tertniner  and  general  jail  delivery,  to  be 
held  in  and  for  the  county  of  Albany,  and  not  to  depart 
without  leave  of  the  said  court. 

That  the  President  of  this  Council  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  take  the  three  above  mentioned  recognizances 
and  deliver  them  to  the  Attorney-(5encral,  who  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  certify  the  said  recognizances 
respectively  to  the  said  court  ot  oyer  and  terminer  and 
general  jail  delivery,  that  shall  be  holden  in  and  for  the  said 
counties  of  Dutchess  and  Albany  respectively. 

Ordered,  That  Daniel  Haines  and  Thomas  .Murphy  be 
permitted  by  the  sheriff  of  Dutchess  county,  to  go  at  large 
in  the  precinct  of  Poughkeepsie,  in  Duichess  coiinly,  upon 
ilieir  respective  parols  of  honor,  to  be  by  them  respective- 
ly subscribed,  that  they  will  remain  wilhin  the  said  pre- 
cinct of  Poughkeepsie,  and  not  depart  the  same  without 
leave  of  this  Council,  or  the  executive  authoniy  of  this 
State  ;  which  parols  the  Secretaries,  or  cither  of  them,  is 
hereby  authorized  to  take. 

Ordered,  That  John  Hole,  Burnet  Miller  and  Edmund 
Tompkins  be  respectively  discharged  by  the  sheriff  of 
Dutchess  county,  from  their  confinement  in  Dutchess  coun- 
ty jail,  on  their  respectively  taking  the  oalh  of  allegiance 
to  this  State  before  the  President  of  this  Council. 

Ordered,  That  John  McVitliur,  Peler  D.  Pomp,  iVicho- 
las  Rouse,  William  McDermot  and  Joseph  Hains  be  re- 
spectively discharged  from  confinement.  And  as  John  Arm 
strong  is  supposed  to  be  a  deserter  from  Colo.  Duboys's 
regiment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Armstrong  he  detained  in 
jail  until  he  be  shewn  to  an  officer  of  Colo.  Duboys's  regi- 
ment; and  if  it  appears  that  the  said  John  Armstrong  is 
not  a  deserter,  then  that  he  be  discharged. 


SUNDAY. 

Januanj  4,  1778. 

The  Council  met. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  Presidf.  pro  tern. 

Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Dunscomli,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Snyder,  M>: 
Benson,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Web.ster  — QKoriim. 

Mr.  Barns,  Mr.  Van  Hoiuen,  Mr.  Kuyper,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Van 
Schaick. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hammen,  from  Westchester  county, 
appeared  before  the  Council,  and  int'ormrd  that  the  greater 
part  of  that  county  is  almost  entirely  undefended,  exposed 
to  the  incursions  of  the  enemy  and  inlested  with  villains 
who  daily  commit  murders,  robberies  and  other  outrages ; 
and  that  unless  measures  were  immediately  taken  for  the 
defence  and  securiiy  of  that  part  of  the  country,  many  of 
the  inhabitants  will  be  obliged  to  move  off;  and  that  vast 
quantities  of  forage  and  stores  will  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany  was  received  and 
read,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

"  Albany  Committee  Chamber,  29(A  Deer.  1777. 

".  Hon.  Sir — A  great  quantity  of  wheat  is  raised  in  this 
and  Tryon  county  ;  and  the  season  is  now  at  hand,  in 
which  the  farmers  transport  and  dispose  of  the  same.  This 
committee  would  beg  leave  to  request  the  Council  of  Safe- 
ly to  pass  a  law  to  remedy  an  evil,  winch  if  not  speedily 
allended  to,  will  produce  the  most  serious  consequences. 
We  are  inforiii'^d  that  many  disaffected  persons,  in  order 
to  realize  large  sums  of  money,  they  have  easily  and  in  a 
short  lime  collected,  do  purchase  quantities  of  wheat  at 
what  price  the  farmer  pleases  to  ask,  and  intend  storing  it 
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near  the  river,  perhaps  with  a  view  to  supply  the  enemy, 
jhoulti  tliey  penetrate  up  the  river  in  the  spring,  which  the 
disatl'ected  are  ready  to  conjecture  ;  and  sliould  this  not  be 
the  case,  they  will  have  an  opportunity  of  disposing  of  the 
ianie  to  the  commissary  of  purcliases,  or  others  who  may 
ftand  in  need  of  the  same,  to  advantage.  Tlicre  are  many 
others  who  intend  purchasing  of  gram  in  order  to  make 
nioney,  and  with  no  other  view  ;  consequently,  interest  is 
their  only  object.  We  are  informed  large  contracts  arc 
made  in  Clavcrack  and  Kinderhook,  at  235.  6d.  per  bushel; 
lliose  monopolizers  in  a  short  lime  will,  we  dare  say,  raise 
it  to  forty  shillings  per  bushel.  The  poor,  whose  crops 
have  been  destroyed,  can  with  diliiculty  purchase  bread  to 
subsist  on — the  citizens  begin  to  be  alarmed — the  reason 
is  obvious,  since  so  many  will  purchase  the  whole  the  far- 
mer has,  of  course,  he  will  not  sell  by  the  single  bushel, 
nor  dare  he  venture  to  ask  the  price  those  people  will  give 
him,  from  the  poor.    The  commissary  of  purchases  is  ap- 

f>rehensive  that  many  inconveniences  will  arise  in  his  de- 
erring  purchasing,  feaiing  those  forcstallers  will  engage  so 
great  a  quantity,  ihat  the  army  may  suffer  through  his  ne- 
glect. On  the  other  hand,  should  his  deputies  begin  to 
purchase  at  a  certain  price,  he  is  apprehensive  a  higher 
price  will  be  given  by  others,  which  will  oblige  him  to  pay 
the  same.  This  evil  may,  and  it  is  probable,  will  continue 
until  the  price  becomes  enormous.  The  poor  who  must 
buy,  seeing  the  public  give  such  hish  prices,  will  clamour 
loudly,  and  not  without  reason.  The  luxuries  of  life  are 
become  extremely  dear,  and  many  of  the  necessaries. 
These  are  arguments  sutficient  to  induce  those  who  have 
wheat  to  sell,  to  ask  enormous  prices  for  the  same.  Pub- 
lic virtue  has  too  much  given  place  to  private  interest;  and 
we  are  well  assured,  without  some  salutary  mode  is  soon 
adopted,  the  poor  of  this  county  will  sulfur  much  for  want 
of  bread  ;  a  want  that  cannot  be  dispensed  with  ;  and  the 
public  will  be  much  imposed  on.  We  therefore  wish  the 
Council  would  take  this  matter  into  immediate  considera- 
tion, and  transmit  us  their  advice  and  direction  by  the 
bearer,  who  goes  for  the  express  purpose,  and  will  wait 
their  answer. 

"  We  are,  Hon.  sir,  with  great  respect, 

"Your  very  humble  servants. 
"  By  order, 
"  MAT.  VISSCHER,  Secry. 

"  To  the  Prpsiilcnt  of  the  Council  of  Safety." 

Besides  the  above  information  from  Col.  Hammen  and 
the  above  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  there  being 
several  important  matters  now  before  this  Council,  upon 
which  tlie  safely  of  the  State  essentially  depends,  and  fur 
which  it  is  impossible  for  this  Council  to  devise  and  apply 
proper  remedies  unless  the  session  of  this  Council  is  con- 
tinued beyond  this  day;  and  it  being  possible  that  cases 
equally  important  and  necessary  may  arise,  before  a  quo- 
rum of  both  houses  of  the  Legislature  shall  assemble,  the 
Council  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration  whether  it 
would  be  proper  and  expedient  for  the  present  Convention 
of  this  Slate,  or  for  this  Council  during  their  recess,  to  sit 
and  transact  business  until  a  competent  quorum  of  the  Le- 
gislature shall  be  convened  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  present  Convention  of 
this  State  ought,  and  during  their  recess  that  this  Council 
■will,  from  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  case,  sit  and  con- 
tinue to  exercise  the  povvers  and  aulhoriiies  heretofore 
exercised  by  them,  respectively,  until  a  sulficient  number 
of  members  requisite  to  form  a  Legislature  shall  have  met, 
in  this  or  some  other  place  within  tliis  Slate. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  lo  the  consideration  of  ihc 
aforesaid  application  from  Lieut.  Col.  Hammen,  respecting 
Westchester  county,  and  the  probability  that  the  situation 
of  olher  parts  of  this  Slaie  may  require  an  extraordinary 
provision  for  their  defence. 

Resolved,  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  requested  to  provide,  in  such  manner  as  he 
shall  lliink  most  effectual,  for  the  security  and  defence  of 


the  said  county  of  Westchester,  and  other  frontier  parts  of 
this  Stale,  by  levies  or  deiaciuneiits  from  the  rnililia  of  this 
State,  not  exceeding  seven  hundred  men,  officers  included, 
to  continue  in  the  said  service  tor  the  space  of  one  year,  or 
such  shorter  time  as  he  shall  think  proper;  and  that  this 
Slate  will  defray  the  expense  thereof,  accordiiii^  to  the 
Continental  establishment  of  pay  and  rations. 

And  in  order  the  more  effectually  to  facilitate  such  levies 
or  detachments  as  atoresaid. 

Resolved,  That  certain  resohitions  of  the  Counr;!  cf 
Safety  of  this  State,  passed  the  ihirty-firsl  day  of  Julv,  ii\ 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventj'-seven,  for  laying  assessments  on  the  exempts  frum 
military  duly  in  the  mililia  of  this  Slate,  to  be  distributed  in 
bounties  among  the  mililia  who  should  be  drafted  for  artiial 
service,  be  and  hereby  are  revived,  and  shall  be  and  con- 
tinue in  full  force  and  effect,  and  extend  lo  all  persons  who. 
being  of  the  age  of  sixty  years  or  upwards,  are  excepted  in 
and  by  ihe  said  resolutions  from  the  operation  thereof,  and 
apply  as  well  to  the  case  of  new  levies  as  of  dotachmeius 
lo  be  made  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  until  further 
provision  by  the  Legislature  of  this  Slate,  any  tliiiiff  m  tlie 
said  resolutions,  or  either  of  them  contained,  lo  the  contrary 
hereof  in  any  wise  nouvithslanding. 

Ordered,  That  the  leiter  from  the  committee  of  Albany 
be  committed  lo  Mr.  Yates  and  Mr.  Benson,  and  that  thev 
report  thereon. 

Adjourned  lill  lo-morrow  morning. 


MONDAY  MORNING, 

January  5,  177S. 

The  Council  met. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  President  pro  tcm 
Mr,  Pawlins,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Scctt,  Mr.  Snyder,  Sir.  Benson, 
Mr.  Harper.  Sir.  Vales.— Q'/orum. 

Jlr.  Van  iloutcn,  iMr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Earns,  Mr.  Kuyper,  Mr.  G.  Liv- 
ingston, Mr.  Van  Scliaiclf. 

Daniel  Haines  and  Thomas  Murphy  were  brought  lo 
the  Council,  and  respectively  subscribed  their  parols  to 
remain  within  the  precinct  of  Poughkeepsie,  in  Dutchess 
county,  and  not  depart  the  same  without  leave  of  this 
Council  or  the  executive  authority  of  this  Slate. 

John  Hole,  Burnet  Miller,  and  Edmond  Tompkins  re- 
spectively look  and  subscribed  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
this  Stale  befoie  the  President,  and  were  discharged. 

A  copy  of  the  examination  of  Capt.  Alexander  Baldwin, 
and  a  copy  of  the  deposition  of  Doctor  .Moses  Younglove 
respectively  taken  before  the  chairman  ot  the  committee  of 
Albany,  and  sotting  forth  the  cruel  treatment  they  respect- 
ively received  when  prisoners  with  the  enemy,  were  read 
and  filed. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referrred  the  letter  from 
the  committee  of  Albany,  received  and  read  yesterday, 
reported  a  set  oi  resolutions  on  ilie  subject  mailer  thereof, 
which  were  read,  and  alter  some  time  spent  in  the  con- 
sideration thereof :  On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned till  lo-morrow. 

Orde/ed,  That  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Mr. 
Webster,  and  .Mr.  Van  Scliaick  be  a  committee  to  devise 
and  report  proper  means  for  laying  up  magazines  ot  sum- 
mer wheat  to  be  disposed  of  among  such  inhabitants  ot 
this  State  as  have  not  sown  winter  wlieal  last  fall. 

A  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  9lh  of  December  last, 
was  read,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  In  Congress,  Dec.  9, 1777. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  President  write  to  the  several 
States  of  Connecticut,  New- York,  Pensylvania,  Maryland, 
and  Soulh-Carolina,  representing  to  them  that  great  and 
important  matters  are  to  be  transacted  in  Congress  during 
the  winter,  and  the  few  members  now  attending ;  and  that 


If 

■t 


■'.  !■)   ■  iJicn  cioa  -: 

..■'.<  \''''\  ,iic?r(:(Q  . 


1'  'fAMW!  I6nj;>«;  <« 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 


1109 


he  request  them  to  send  forward  without  delay  an  additional 
number  of  members. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Secnj." 
The  said  resohition  being  taken  iriio  consideration, 
Resolved,  That  tlie  President  transmit  a  copy  of  ihe 
said  resolution  to  ilic  Honbie.  Philip  Livingston,  one  of 
the  Delegates  of  this  Slate  in  Congress,  and  request  him 
to  repair  to  Congress  as  soon  as  possible. 

Monday  Afternoon,  January  5,  1778. 
The  Council  met. 

Present — Evert  Bancker,  Esqr.  Prcsidt.  pro  tern. 
With  the  same  members  as  in  the  morning. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


TUESDAY  MORNING, 

January  6,  1778. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  Presidt. 

Mr.  Scolt,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Pauiins,  xMr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr- 
Harper,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Yates.  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  G.  Livini^ston, 
Mr.  Walter  Livingston,  Mr.  Williams,  Me.  Barns,  Mr.  Plait,  Mr- 
Clarke,  Mr.  Killian  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Schoonmaker,  Mr  Kuyperj 
Mr.  Drake,  Mr.  Van  Houten,  Mr.  Van  Schaick- 

The  Council  according  to  order  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter  from  the 
committee  of  Albany,  and  after  some  time  spent  llierein, 
the  same  was  postponed  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  till  this  afternoon. 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  January  6,  1773. 
The  Council  met. 

Present — The  same  as  this  morning,  with  the  additioQ  of  Mr. 
Morehouse. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Gilbt.  Livingston  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  procure  ai,  the  expense  of  Mr.  John 
Holt,  printer  of  this  State,  a  proper  house  for  the  erec- 
tion of  his  press,  and  that  for  the  rent  and  other  e.xpenses 
of  procuring  the  same,  this  Council  will  indemnity  ]Mr. 
Livingston. 

The  Council  according  to  order,  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  ttie  committee  on  the  letter  trom  the 
committee  of  Albany,  whereupon  tlie  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress of  the  22d  Novr.  last,  recommendmg  to  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  respective  States  of  New-Hampshire,  Mas- 


sachusetts Bay,  Rhode  Island,  &c.  Connecticut,  New- 
York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  to  ap- 
point commissioners  to  convene  at  New-Haven  in  Connec- 
ticut, on  tlie  1 5th  day  of  J.innary,  in  order  to  regulate  and 
ascertain  the  price  of  labour,  manufactures,  internal  pro- 
duce, &c.  &c.  &:c.  And  also  recommending  to  the  re- 
spective Legislatures  wuhoiit  delay,  to  adopt  and  clfectually 
to  enforce  a  temporary  rogulalion  of  the  prices  of  provi- 
sions and  other  commodities,  for  the  sup[)ly  of  the  arinv, 
to  continue  in  force  until  the  general  regulations  before 
proposed  shall  be  adopted,  were  read  ;  and  thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  letter  from 
the  committee  of  Albany  and  of  the  said  resolutions,  be 
committed  to  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Piatt  and  Mr. 
Benson  to  report  thereon. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING, 

January  7,  1778. 
The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — Colo.  Van  Cortlandt,  Presidt. 

And  the  same  members  as  yesterday  al'lernoon. 

A  petition  of  Stephen  Smith,  of  Ridgefield,  in  the 
county  of  Fairfield  and  State  of  Connecticut,  setting  forth 
that  he  is  possessed  of  a  farm  of  land  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  town  of  Salem,  in  this  State,  about  four  miles  dis- 
tant ftom  the  dwelling  house  in  which  the  petitioner  re- 
sides, in  Ridgefield  aforesaid  ;  that  the  said  petitioner  did 
last  year  reap  on  the  said  farm  about  200  bushels  of  wheat, 
which  still  remains  stored  on  the  said  farm,  e.vcepiing 
about  50  bushels  thereof,  sold  to  the  inhabitants  in  Salem. 
The  petitioner,  therefore  prays  a  license  to  e.tporl  the  said 
wheat  from  Salem  to  the  place  of  his  residence  at  Ridge- 
field, in  Connecticut,  for  the  use  of  his  family  was  read. 
Also,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Peter  Byvanck,  a  refugee  from 
New- York,  now  residing  at  Ridgefield,  directed  to  Evert 
Bancker,  Esqr.  confirming  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  said 
petition,  was  also  read.  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  I'hat  the  said  Siephen  Smith  be  and  lie  is 
hereby  licensed  and  permilted  to  e.vport  the  said  wheat 
(amounting  to  about  150  bushels)  from  Salem,  in  this 
State,  to  the  place  of  his  residence  at  Ridgefield  in  Con- 
necticut. 

Adjourned  until  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
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WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON, 

January  7,  1778. 

The  Convention  met. 
Present — Colo.  Van  Coktlandt,  President. 

Members  of  Senate. 

Mr.  Ten;  Broeck,  Mr.  Landon, 

Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Webster, 

Mr.  Van  Schaick,  Mr.  Parks, 

Mr.  WisNER,  Mr.  Scott. 
Mr.  Pawling, 

Members  of  .Assembly. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Benson, 

Mr.  KiLLiAN  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Morehouse, 

Mr.  Williams,  Mr,  Speaker, 

Mr.  Bancker,  Mr,  Van  Hodten, 

Mr.  UuNscoMB,  Mr.  Barns, 

Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Hoffman, 

Mr.  Jay,  "~V,Mr.  Clarke, 

Mr.  GiLBT.  Livingston,  Mr.  Schoon.maker, 

Mr.  Drake,  Mr.  Koyper. 

Mr.  Wisner  represented  to  the  Convention  that  he  has 
sundry  accounts  with  this  State,  for  saltpetre  by  him  piir- 
cliased,  to  be  manu-fartured  at  his  iTiili,  and  also  for  bounty 
on  powder  manuf.ictuied  at  his  said  mill ;  and  that  llie  Au- 
ditor-General has  objections  to  the  auditing  of  his  accounts. 
Mr.  Wisner  therefore  pravs  lliat  a  comtniltee  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  audit  and  examine  Ins  said  accounts. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  .'^clioonmaker  and  Mr. 
Kuypcr  be  a  committee  to  c.vamme  the  said  accounts,  and 
report  ihcreon. 

This  Convention  being  informed  that  His  E.xcellcncy  the 
Governor  is  authorized  to  cause  the  lead  mines  within  this 
Slate  to  be  worked,  for  llie  Continental  use,  and  at  the 
Continental  expense  ;  and  that  a  loan  of  money,  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Slate,  mav  be  necessary  for  that  purpose, 

Resulved,  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized,  from  time  to  lime  as  he  shall 
think  proper,  to  draw  out  of  the  said  treasury  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  pounds  as  a  loan  to  the  Continent,  and  that 
the  Treasurer  cliariie  ihe  same  to  the  (Continental  account. 

Resolved,  That  .\atlianicl  Quirnbv  and  Levy  Quimhy, 
now  confined  in  jail  in  this  place,  be  discharucd  from  their 
imprisonment,  upon  their  entering  respectively  into  recog- 
nizance, with  surety,  in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds 


each,  conditioned  for  their  appearance  at  the  next  court  of 
oyer  and  terminer  and  jail  delivery  to  be  held  in  and  for 
the  county  of  Ulster  ;  that  the  President  of  this  Conven- 
tion be  authorized  to  take  the  same,  and  deliver  it  lo  the 
Attorney-General,  who  i.s  lierebv  authorized  and  rc<|uired 
to  certify  the  said  recognizance  into  the  first  court  ot  oyer 
and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery  which  shall  be  held 
in  and  for  the  said  county. 

Henry  Schenk  made  an  application  to  this  Convention  for 
a  license  to  export  out  of  this  State  three  thousand  barrels  of 
flour,  and  produced  the  following  letter  as  the  ground  of 
his  application,  vizt : 

"  Cawp,  6ih  December,  1777. 

"  Major  Henry  Schenck, 

"  Sir — Peter  Colt,  Esquire,  writes  me  lliat  he  has 
directed  the  salt  ordered  from  the  eastward  to  your  care  at 
Fishkill.  I  would  wish  you  to  procure  storage  for  it  at 
New-Windsor,  wiiere  the  flour  from  hence  must  be  laid 
down  ;  but  w^e  are  disappointed  in  a  quantity  of  about  two 
thousand  barrels  of  flour  we  had  in  view  for  that  purpose. 
This  therefore  goes  by  express,  to  direct,  if  you  have  it  in 
your  power,  to  purchase  and  have  in  readinesss  two  or 
three  thousand  barrels  of  flour  for  the  New-England  Slates, 
to  be  sent  by  their  wagons  from  thence  with  the  salt,  or  our 
wagons,  in  case  they  mu5t  proceed  to  Hartford  for  the  salt; 
or  wagons  from  James  Mease,  Esqr.  clothier-general,  as 
either  may  call  -  on.  I  expect  Mr.  Colt  has  by  this  time 
got  a  supply  of  cash  from  tiie  loan  olTice  of  Massachusetts  ; 
but  be  that  as  it  may,  I  shall  endeavor  to  forvi'ard  hiin  a 
supply  on  my  return  to  York.  He  will,  I  hope,  help  you 
out  in  this  purchase.  I  would  wish  to  answer  Mr.  Coil's 
letters  of  the  lOtli  and  '23d  ult.  which  I  received  here,  but 
have  neither  time  nor  convenience,  our  baggage  being  sent 
off  and  the  enemy  in  view. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  serv't, 

"  WM.  BUCHANAN,  C.  G.  of  P. 

"  P.  S.  Your  answer  to  this,  T  should  he  glad  you  would 
direct  lo  Colo.  Ephm.  ]Maine,  D.  C.  G.  of  purchases  for 
the  middle  dnpartmcnt,  at  He.ad-Quarlers,  with  whom  shall 
be  glad  you  would  correspond  upon  all  occasions. 

"  [Public  service] 
"  Major  Henry  Schenck,  Assistant  Commissary 

of  purchases,  Fislikills." 
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On  reaJing  of  which  letter,  Mr.  Schenck  being  aslied 
!if  iher  t'le  could  make  oalh  liiat  llie  said  flour  was  des- 
Tntd  'for  Continciiial  use,  answered  in  ilie  negative,  and 

question  was  then  put  wlielher  Mr.  Schcnk's  ap- 
dI  canon  should  be  granted  :  Wiierenpon,  it  is 

lifsulved,  that  Mr.  Schenk's  application  shall  not  now 

^jf'sulveii,  nevertheless,  That  tiie  President  be,  and  he 
It  hereby  directed  to  inform  him  that  his  application  shall 
be  complied  with,  on  his  produciiisr  evidence  on  oalh  that 
the  troops  in  the  New-England  8l.ues  are  in  present  need 
of  llour,  or  that  the  above  mentioned  quantity  is  wanted  for 
Continental  uses  only.  .  ,      ,  ,• 

Resolved,  That  Col.  Hughes,  dcpuii",  is  hereby  licensed 
and  permuted  to  export  out  of  this  Stale  into  the  Slate  ot 
Ma»*achuseus  Bav,  twenty  barrels  of  fluur  for  the  use  of 
ihe  Honble.  John  Hancock  and  his  family. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning. 


THURSDAY  MORNING. 

Poughkcepsie,  January  8,  1778. 
The  Convention  met. 

Present— Col  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  President,  and  llie  same  mem- 
bers as  jeslerday  afternoon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report  their 
opinion  on  Mr.  Wi.sner's  accounts  with  the  Stale,  delivered 
ill  their  report,  which  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, vizt. 

"  Your  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts  of 
Henry  Wisner,  Esqr.  relative  to  saltpetre  and  boiiniy  on 
gunpowder,  report :  'I'lial  it  appears  to  them  that  a  pari  of  the 
lallpctre  which  Mr.  Wisner  halli  purchased  for  the  use  of 
tins  State,  consisting  of  2,420-|  lbs.  is  unattended  wiih 
iuch  vouchers  of  its  being  made  of  materials  collected 
^iihin  this  State  as  are  required  by  a  resolution  of  Con- 
tention ill  that  case  made  and  provided  ;  and  lhat  in  con- 
•cqucnce  thereof,  the  Auditor-General  refuses  lo  audit  his 
accounts  of  the  same.  That  nevertheless,  from  the  local 
tiiuation  of  the  several  manufacturers  of  ilie  said  saltpetre, 
your  coniiiiiilee  are  satisfied  that  ilie  said  saltpetre  was 
made  from  materials  collected  within  this  Stale,  and  are  of 
Ofiinion  lhat  a  strict  compliance  wiih  the  letter  of  the  said 
resolution  in  this  case  ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  and  do 
ihereforc  recommend  ihe  tollowiii!i  resolution,  to  wit : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Auditor-General  of  this  Slate  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  audit  the  said 
accounts  for  payment,  notwiihstaiiding  their  being  unat- 
tended wiih  the  necessary  vouchers  as  aforesaid. 

"That  as  to  the  gunpowder  maiuifaciured  at  Mr.  Wis- 
ncr's  mills,  it  appears  lo  your  committee  lhat  near  two 
thousand  weight  thereof  hath  been  delivered  to  the  order 
of  the  Convention  of  this  Stale,  and  lhat  the  remainder 
Was  dchvered  lo  the  several  orders  of  Genl.  Washington 
and  Genh  Schuyler  at  different  times,  excepting  about  one 
ton  weight  thereof  remaining  in  il;e  powder  house  and  ready 
to  be  delivered  to  tiie  order  of  this  Slate.  That  ihe  said 
powder,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  Provincial  Connress, 
ahould  liave  been  delivered  to  the  cominiiiees  of  the  re- 
apective  counties  where  it  was  manuhiciiireu  ;  bin  tliat  ihe 
aforesaid  applications  and  orders  prevented  a  compliance 
llierewith.  That  Mr.  Wisner's  answer  lo  the  demands  of 
the  Generals  aforesaid,  was  highly  expedient,  as  a  speedy 
supply  of  that  article  was  indispcnsabiv  necessary  to  pro- 
mote the  public  good,  and  lhat  he  has  fully  complied  with 
the  spirit  of  the  said  resolution,  and  do  tlierefore  recom- 
mend the  followiiis  resoliiiion,  to  wii : 

"Resolved,  That  the  Andiior-General  of  this  State  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  lo  audit  .Mr.  Wis- 
ner a  accounts  of  the  same  for  payment,  nolwuhstanding 
llie^r  being  unattended  wiih  the  necessary  vouchers  requir- 
ed by  the  letter  of  the  said  resolution." 


The  said  report  being  read. 

Resolved,  That  tins  Convention  do  approve  of  the  said 
report  of  their  commiitee,  and  tiiat  the  same  stand  con- 
firmed. 

Resolved,  That  Eliliu  Marvin  and  Isaac  Nichols,  Esqrs. 
be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  cominissioners  of  se- 
questration on  the  north  side  of  the  mountains  in  iho  coun- 
ty of  Orange,  with  the  like  powers  as  are  vested  in  the 
commissioners  of  sequestration  in  lhat  and  the  oilier  coun- 
ties of  this  Stale. 

David  Doty,  of  Amenia  precinct,  Dutchess  county, 
attending,  inlormed  tins  Convention  that  Zedick  Knapp, 
of  Amenia  precinct  liaili  sold  his  farm  m  the  said  precinct 
and  purchased  another  at  Salisbury,  Connecticut,  lo  which 
place  lie  intends  to  remove  with  his  family.  That  he  luuh 
raised  on  the  said  larin  in  Amenia  precinct  about  l&O 
bushels  of  wheat,  and  he  prays  a  license  to  export  the 
same  to  Salisbury  for  the  use  of  his  family.  That  Siephcri 
Delano,  of  Sliaron,  last  year  hired  a  farm  of  the  said 
David  Doiy,  siiuale  in  Amenia  precinct  aforesaid,  on 
which  the  said  Stephen  Delano  then  resided,  and  on  which 
he  raised  about  l&O  bushels  of  wheat,  for  which  said 
wheat  the  said  Stephen  Delano  requests  a  license  likewise 
to  transport  the  same  to  Sharon.  The  said  David  Doty 
having  made  oalh  that  he  venly  believes  the  above  facts 
lo  be  true. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Zedick  Knapp  be  and  is  here- 
by licensed  to  export  out  ot  this  Stale  to  Salisbury,  the  said 
100  bushels  of  wheat,  and  that  the  said  Sleplien  Delano 
be  and  is  hereby  licensed  to  export  out  of  this  Slate  to 
Sharon  the  said  160  bushels  of  wlieat  for  the  use  of  their 
respective  families. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  sequestration  in 
this  Slate  do,  without  delay,  account  with  the  Auditor- 
General  of  this  Slate  for  all  such  sum  or  sums  of  money 
as  shall  have  come  into  their  hands  in  the  execution  of 
their  offices  respectively  ;  and  lhat  immediately  on  such 
audil,  they  do  deposit  the  balance  in  their  respective  hands 
into  the  treasury  ot  this  Stale. 

It  being  represented  to  this  Convention  lhat  ihe  seals  of 
this  Slate  are  now  made  and  in  the  possession  of  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  that  a  set  ol  screws  is  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  making  use  of  the  said  seals,  and  the 
Convemioii  being  informed  that  screws  for  tiie  purpose 
aforesaid  are  in  the  possession  of  Saiiil.  Bayard,  Esqr. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  Secretaries  of  ihis  Convention,  or 
either  of  them,  be  authorized  to  demand  and  receive,  or 
order  to  be  received,  from  Saml.  Bayard,  Esqr.  the  screws 
which  were  used  for  the  public  seals  ;  and  in  case  the 
same  are  not  in  his  possession,  lhat  the  said  Secreiaries, 
or  either  of  them,  do  cause  such  screws  as  are  necessary 
for  the  public  seais  of  ihis  Slate,  to  be  made,  and  deliver 
the  same  lo  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

Thursday,  P.  M.  January  8,  1778. 

Present— Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Ksqr.  President. 

Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Van  Scliaicli,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Pawling, 
Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Parlis,  ftlr.  Tea  Uroeck — Members  of 
Senate. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Banck- 
er,  Mr.  Uunscomb,  Mr.  i-'nydcr,  Mr.  Drake,  Mr.  Van  Hoiitcn,  .Mr. 
Barns,  .Mr.  lloli'man,  .Mr.  K.  Clark,  Mr.  .^clioonniaker,  Mr.  Kuy- 
per,  -Mr  Hathnrne,  Mr.  Cue,  Mr.  Honeywell,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Speaker 

— Members  of  Assembly. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Margaret,  the  wife  of  John 
Turner,  late  of  Haverslraw  precinct,  in  Orange  county, 
now  gone  lo  the  enemy,  together  with  the  aged,  dccrepid 
mother  of  the  said  John  Turner,  be,  by  the  committee  of 
Haverslraw  precinct,  permitted  lo  remain  in  ()rangc  county 
nnlil  the  said  mother  of  the  said  John  Turner,  can,  if  living, 
be  sent  lo  the  city  of  New-\  ork  by  water  wiihuul  endanger- 
ing her  life,  provided  that  ihis  resolution  and  oidcr  shall 
in  no  wise  cffccl  or  interfere  with  ihe  commissioners  of  se- 
questration in  Orange  county,  in  seizing,  selling  or  dis- 
posing of  any  property  left  in  the  country  by  the  said  John 


•  • .  ;      -•.>>  li-i 


'<  !   ■('■')r!  ■   It'.  Tj'T  111 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  CONVENTION. 


1113 


Turner;  and  that  the  said  JIargaret  and  the  said  mother  of 
the  said  John  Turner  or  either  of  ihein  be  not  left  in  tiie 
possession  of  any  oiher  property  of  the  said  John  Turner 
than  would  have  been  left  in  ihcir  possession  if  the  above 
resolution  and  order  liad  not  passed. 

Application  being  made  by  .Major-General  Putnam  com- 
manding officer  of  the  middle  department,  tliat  this  Con- 
vention would  appoint  a  committee  to  confer  with  liim  rela- 
tive to  the  necessary  works  to  be  constructed  for  the  de- 
fence of  liie  passes  m  the  Highlands, 

Resolved,  That  the  (,>encrai's  request  be  complied  with, 
and  that  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Sny- 
der, Mr.  Killian  Van  fUnsselaer,  Mr.  Drake,  Mr.  Ha- 
thorn  and  Mr.  Hoffman,  be  a  committee  for  that  purpose. 


FRIDAY,  10  A.  M. 

January  9,  1778. 

The  Convention  met. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Scott,  iMr  Yates.  Mr.  Van  Schaick,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Pawling, 
Mr.  LanJon,  Mr.  AVebster.  .Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Smilh,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Ten 
Broeck — Members  of  Senate. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Bancker, 
Mr.  fiunscomb,  i\Ir.  Snyder.  .^Ir.  Drake,  Mr.  Van  Houten,  Mr.  Barnes, 
Mr.  Hoffman,  Mr.  E.  Clark,  ."Mr.  Schoonmaker,  Mr.  Kuyper,  Mr.  Ha- 
thorne,  Mr.  Coe,  Mr.  Honeywell,  Mr.  Crane,  .Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  Livings- 
tan,  Mr.  Brinckerhoff,  Mr.  Boerum — Members  of  ijssembly. 

General  Scott,  from  the  committee  appointed  yesterday 
evening,  to  confer  with  Gen.  Putnam,  (ien.  James  Clinton, 
the  lieutenant-colonel  of  engineers  and  other  military  officers, 
relative  to  the  necessary  works  to  be  constructed  for  the 
passes  in  tlie  Highlands,  and  the  place  or  places  where  the 
same  ought  to  be  erected,  reported  that  ihey  had  conferred 
with  the  said  generals  and  oiiier  officers ;  that  on  such  confe- 
rence there  was  a  disagreement  in  sentiment  between  those 
gentlemen,  (arising  fro[n  certain  different  facts  alleged,)  as 
to  the  place  where  such  works  ought  to  be  erected  ;  and 
therefore  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  said  committee  and 
the  military  gentlemen,  that  this  Convention  appoint  com- 
missioners to  view  the  several  passes  on  Hudson  river,  with 
the  generals  and  other  ofiiccrs,  and  advise  in  fixing  the  pla- 
ces where  such  fortifications  should  be  erected. 

Resolved,  That  John  Sloss  Plohart,  Esqr.  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  supreme  court,  the  Honble.  Robt.  R.  Li- 
vingston, Chancellor  of  this  Stale,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Wisner, 
and  Colonel  Hathorn  be,  and  hereby  are,  appointed  com- 
missioners for  the  purpose  above  mentioned,  and  proceed 
on  that  business  wiiii  all  possible  despatch. 

A  letter  to  the  Chancellor,  requesting  his  immediate  at- 
tendance on  the  business  of  the  commissioners  before  ap- 
pointed, was  read,  and  follows,  to  wit  : 

"The  Convention  have  appointed  you,  together  with 
Judge  Hobart,  .Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Wisner  and  Colo.  Hathorne 
a  committee  to  repair,  with  Generals  Putnam  and  Clinton, 
the  engineer  and  other  military  geiitiemcn,  to  fi.x  on  the 
place  for  building  fortifications  on  Hudson's  river. 

"  The  other  gentlemen  arc  to  set  out,  witii  the  generals, 
immediately,  and  you  are  earnestly  requested  to  join  them 
with  all  possible  despatch. 

"  I  am,  respectfully,  sir, 

"  Your  very  humble  servt." 

Ordered,  That  Robert  Benson,  Esqr.  one  of  the  Secre- 
taries, do  proceed  with  the  said  letter  to  the  Chancellor, 
with  all  possible  dcsjiatch. 

On  application  of  Colo.  Duboys, 

Ordered,  That  Obadiah  Compton,  Archibald  Morrison, 
Ezekiah  Davis,  John  Bancker  and  Bartholomew  linncker, 
soldiers  enlisted  in  Colo.  Duboys's  teL'inient,  be  discharged 
from  confinemetil  in  Dutchess  county  jail,  and  permitted  to 
join  their  regiment. 

The  committee  appointed  on  tiic  5lh  instant,  to  devise 
and  report  proper  means  for  l  aying  u[)  magnzines  of  sum- 
mer wheat,  to  be  disposed  of  among  such  inhabitants  of 
279 


this  State  as  have  not  sown  winter  wlieat  last  fall,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  read.  After  much  lime  spent 
thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  recommitted  to  the  same 
committee,  and  that  Mr  Lott  be  added  to  that  committee. 

A  petition  of  John  I.  Graham,  confined  in  Dutchess 
county  jail,  praying  a  discharge  from  jail,  and  engaging,  by 
his  future  conduct  and  behaviour  to  be  a  useful  member 
of  the  United  Slates. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  said  John  I.  Graham 
be  discharged  from  jail  on  his  entering  into  recognizance 
to  the  people  of  the  Stale  of  New-York,  in  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  pounds,  with  two  freeholders  bound  with  hiin 
as  sureties ;  each  in  ihe  surn  oi  five  hundred  pounds,  con- 
ditioned for  the  appearance  of  the  said  John  I.  Graham,  at 
the  next  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  deli- 
very, to  be  held  in  and  for  the  county  of  Ulster,  and  not  to 
depart  without  leave  of  the  said  court;  that  the  President 
of  the  said  Convention,  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  to 
take  the  said  recognizance,  and  deliver  it  to  the  Attorney- 
General,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  certify 
the  said  recognizance  to  the  ne.xt  court  ol  oyer  and  ter- 
miner and  general  jail  delivery  that  shall  be  held  in  and  for 
the  said  county  of  Ulster. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

3  ho.  P.  M. 

Twenty-five  members  of  those  who  attended  in  the 
morning  met.  But  two  of  the  members  having  accidentally 
withdrawn  before  any  business  was  begun,  for  want  of  a 
quorum,  the  other  members  adjourned. 


SATURDAY,  10  ho.  a.  m. 

January  10,  1778. 

The  Convention  met. 

Prese.nt — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  President. 

Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Scolt,  Mr.  Pawlins,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Landon,  Mr. 
Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Van  Schaick,  Mr.  Yales,  Mr.  Parks — Members  of 
Senate. 

Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Cuyper,  Mr.  E.  Clarke,  Mr.  Sny- 
der, Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Barns.  Mr.  Van  Houlen,  Mr.  K.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Mr.  Coe,  Mr.  Schoonmaker,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Gil.  Li- 
vingston, Mr.  liarper. — Members  of  Jsseinbly. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  appoint  three  com- 
missioners to  meet  commissioners  from  the  States  of  New- 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode-Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  Connecticut,  New-Jersey,  l^'ennsylva- 
nia  and  Delaware,  at  New-Haven,  in  Conneclicut,  on  the 
15th  day  of  January  instant,  pursuant  to  the  resolutions  of 
the  Honourable  Congress,  on  the  22d  day  of  November 
last,  unless  other  commissioners  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Senate  and  Assembly  of  ihis  Stale  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  ThalWm.  Floyd  and  Comlort  Sands,  Esqrs. 
be  and  hereby  are  nominated  to  be  two  of  the  said  com- 
missioners ;  ?nd  that  they  be  iramedialely  notified  of  this 
nomination  by  letter  from  the  President,  to  be  sent  by  ex- 
press ;  and  lhat  Comfort  Sands,  Esquire,  be  requested  to 
pass  through  Poughkeepsie  on  his  way  to  New-Haven 
aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  the  nomination  of  the  third  commis- 
sioner be  deferred  for  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Benson 
be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  report  a  commission  and 
instructions  for  the  said  commissioners. 

Abraham  B.  Bancker,  Esqr.  commissary  of  prisoners  of 
war,  in  this  Stale,  request  a  further  advance  of  money  for 
the  necessary  support  of  prisoners  in  his  care. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  do  advance 
to  the  said  Abraham  B.  Bancker,  as  commissary  of  ihe 
prisoners  of  war,  the  further  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds, 
and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Colo.  John  Harper  of  Tryon  county,  attending  the  Con- 
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mention  was  admitted.  He  produced  certain  accounts  re- 
lative to  ilie  companies  he  was  ordered  to  raise  in  and  for 
llie  defence  of  Tryon  county,  which  he  requests  minht  be 
icliled.  Colo.  Harper  further  requests  that  additional 
commissioners  of  sequestration  may  be  appointed  in  Tryon 
county  ;  af>d  mentions  some  further  regulations,  which  he 
thinks  necessary  in  Tryon  county. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Van  Schaick,  Mr.  Landon  and  Mr. 
Schoonmaker  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  Col.  Harper, 
and  report  to  tlie  Convention  on  the  premises. 

"  Sir — I  am  directed  by  the  Convention  to  inform  you 
that  you  are  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  from  this 
State,  to  meet  commissioners  from  the  Slates  of  New- 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode-Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  Connecticut,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania 
and  Delaware,  at  New-Haven,  on  tlic  15ih  instant,  pur- 
suant to  certain  resolutions  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  22d 
of  November  last. 

"The  Convention  request  that  you  will  set  out  on  this 
important  business,  so  as  to  be  at  New-Haven  on  the  day 
appointed  ;  and  that  you  will,  on  your  way,  pass  through 
Poughkcepsie,  where  a  commission  or  appointment  of 
\\n\.  Floyd,  Esqr.  yourself  and  the  other  gentlemen  who 
may  be  appointed,  will  be  ready  for  you." 

Adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


SUNDAY,  10  A.  M. 

January  11,  177S. 

The  Council  met. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt- 

Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Pawlinj,  Mr.  Landon,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck, 
Mr.  Van  Schaick,  Mr.  Yatc>,  Mr.  ^S'oodhuU — Senators. 

Mr.  Bancker.  Mr.  Dunicomb,  Mr.  Cuyper,  Mr.  E.  Clarke,  .Mr.  Sny- 
der, Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Van  Houten,  Mr.  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  .Mr. 
Schoonmaker,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Benson.  Mr.  Gilb.  Livingston,  Mr.  Wicks, 
Mr.  Harper — Members  of  Jlssembly. 

Mr.  McKesson,  one  of  tlie  Secretaries,  produced  to  the 
Convention,  accounts  cf  money  charged  by  William  Hol- 
ly of  Goshen,  for  maintaining  five  prisoners  of  war,  each 
one  iuindred  and  thirty-four  days,  from  the  26lh  of  Alarch 
lo  the  "ill  day  of  August  last  included,  amounting  to  thirty- 
three  pounds  fourteen  shillings  and  four  pence,  e.xclusive 
of  a  hill  of  Doctor  John  (Jale,  for  medicines  to  and  atten- 
dance on  Donald  McDonald,  one  of  the  said  prisoners,  in 
sickness,  cliar::ed  at  £2  lis.  9c/.  and  exclusive  of  a  bill  of 
Doctr.  Thos.  \N  ickham,  for  medicines  to  and  attendance 
on  Donald  McMullan,  anottier  of  the  said  prisoners, 
charged  at  46?.  which  two  bills  the  said  Secretary  allcs^cs 
he  thinks  himself  not  authorized  lo  pay.  The  said  two 
bills  being  considered  as  exorbitant,  atid  a  genlleman  of 
the  profession  having  examined  and  rated  the  same  at  the 
sums  hereafter  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Secretary  allow  and  pay  in  the 
said  account  of  William  Hnlly,  ihe  sum  of  twenty-six  shil- 
lings for  the  bid  of  the  said  John  Gale,  and  no  more  ;  and 
the  sum  of  twenty  shillings  only  fur  the  bill  of  the  said 
Thomas  Wickham.  And 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Slate  pay  to  the 
said  John  McKesson  for  the  amount  of  the  said  William 
Holly's  account,  wiih  the  addition  of  the  said  bills  of  Thos. 
Wickham  and  John  Gale  as  moderated,  the  sum  of  thirty- 
five  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  four  pence. 

"Gentlemen — Pursuant  to  a  resoluiion  of  the  Honoura- 
ble Congress,  passed  on  llie  15lh  of  August,  v\hich  is  the 
first  resolution  of  that  nature  that  came  to  our  knowledge, 
and  of  wiiich  were  notified  late  in  November.  We  en- 
close you  accounts  and  vouchers  of  disbursements  paid 
by  this  State  for  prisoners  of  war,  to  be  immediately  laid 
before  Congress. 

"  It  is  very  probable  that  this  State  has  advanced  other 
moneys  for  the  maintaining  and  securing  of  prisoners  of 
war,  for  which,  if  sufficient  vouchers  should  hereafter  be 
produced,  we  will  depend  on  the  justice  of  the  United 


Slates,  and  the  resolution  of  Congress  to  exclude  the  ac- 
counts notwithstanding. 

"  We  received  the  resolution  above  mentioned,  at  a  time 
when  we  were  not  in  a  situation  to  have  recourse  lo  our 
minutes  or  accounts,  which  had  been  hastily  removed 
from  the  conflagration  of  Kingston. 

"  We  request  you,  gentlemen,  when  these  accounts  are 
passed,  to  procure  the  amount  of  them  to  be  paid  into  our 
treasury,  as  our  funds  require  aid. 

"  Air.  Abraham  B.  Bancker  is  at  present  camnii?#arv  of 
the  prisoners  of  war  in  this  Slate,  and  has  a  nuuiiiLr  o! 
such  prisoners  in  his  care. 

"  We  expect  so  many  members  as  to  form  a  qnurum 
of  each  branch  of  the  Legislature  vviihout  delay,  and  ear- 
nestly request  that  you  from  lime  lo  lime  transmit  us  any 
resolutions  of  Congress  which  concern  this  State,  and  any 
other  advices  which  may  be  useful  lo  us. 
"  I  have  the  honour  lo  be, 

"  With  respect  and  esteem, 

"  Gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant. 


MONDAY,  10  HO.  A.  ai. 

January  12,  177S. 

The  Convention  met. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  Presidl. 

Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Pauldin?,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Landon.  .Air. 
W.  Smith.  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Van  Schaick,  Mr.  Woodhull— 
Senators. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Schoonnalcer,  Jlr. 
Bancker,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  E.  Clark,  Mr.  Kuyper,  Mr.  VVilliaiii  =  .  31r. 
Wicks,  iSlr.  Jay,  Mr.  Dun^cumb,  Mr.  Coe,  Mr.  Van  Huntcn,  .\Ir.  K  . 
Van  Kensselaer,  Mr.  Robt.  Graham — Members  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  Thai  this  Convention  will  appoint  five  com- 
missioners to  meet  commissioners  from  the  Slates  of  New- 
Hampshire,  Massacluisells  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Pro- 
vidence Plantations,  Connecticut,  New-Jersey,  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Delaware,  at  Nc\A  -Haven  in  Conneclicuu  on 
the  15ili  day  of  January  instant,  pursuant  lo  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Honorable  Congress  on  llie  22d  of  Noveinber 
last,  unless  other  commissioners  shall  be  appointed  by  ilie 
Senate  and  Assembly  of  this  Slate,  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  VVilliam  Denning  and  Peter  T.  Curte- 
nius,  Esqrs.  be  and  hereby  are  nominated  lo  be  two  of  the 
said  commissioners,  together  wiili  William  Floyd  and 
Comfort  Sands,  Esqrs.  who  were  nominated  by  Conven- 
tion for  thai  purpose,  on  the  tenth  instant,  and  that  the 
said  William  Denning  and  Peter  T.  Curlenius  be  imniedi- 
alely  notified  of  this  nomination  by  letters  from  liic  Presi- 
dent, to  be  sent  by  an  express,  and  that  each  ot  ihein  be 
requested  to  pass  through  Poughkeepsie  in  their  way  to 
New-Haven. 

Robert  Graham,  Esqr.  came  in  and  took  his  seal. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  nomination  of  a  filth  commissioner 
be  postponed  until  the  altcrnoon. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  to  Messrs.  Denning 
and  Curlenius,  informing  them  of  the  said  appointment, 
and  requesting  ihcm  to  set  out  on  the  importani  business, 
so  as  to  be  at  New-Haven  on  the  day  appointed  or  as  soon 
after  as  possible,  and  that  in  iheir  way  they  stop  at 
Poughkeepsie. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Westchester  county 
directed  to  the  commissioners  of  conspiracies,  &c.  was 
read.  It  accompanies  eight  prisoners  sent  lo  this  place 
under  guard,  by  the  said  committee,  to  be  dealt  with  as 
the  said  commissioners  shall  think  adequate  to  their  crimes, 
which  are  as  follows,  vizi  : 

Peter  Wood,  Wm.  Mead,  Wm.  Akely,  Jcrh.  Merrit ; 
guilty  of  hor.'-'e  stealing  and  house  robbery. 

David  Dutchcr,  was  a  lleutenanl  in  the  Continental  ser- 
vice in  177fi,  and  in  the  enemy's  service  in  1777. 

Danl.  Wright,  joined  the  enemy  and  fired  on  our  guard. 

Dan,  Stanley,  taken  going  to  the  enemy  with  a  protection. 

Joshua,  alias  Jonathan  Hains,  taken  with  the  enemy. 
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Ordered,  That  they  be  committed  to  the  jail  of  Dutchess 
county. 

Where.\s  the  northern  and  western  frontiers  of  this 
State  liave  been  laid  waste  in  the  last  campaign,  by  reason 
whereof  the  farmers  in  that  quarter  iiave  not  been  able  to 
sow  their  winter  grain  as  usual  :  A.vd  whereas  it  may  be 
requisite  in  order  that  tiie  inhabilanis  in  that  part  of  the 
country  may  be  properly  supplied  with  the  necessaries  of 
life,  lliat  tlie  lands  which  remain  unsown  as  aforesaid, 
should  in  the  ensuing  spring  be  sowed  with  summer  wheat 
or  rye.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  Tliat  it  be  recommended  to  such  of  the  far- 
mers in  the  counties  of  Albany,  Tryon,  Charlotte,  Glou- 
cester and  Cumberland,  who  have  not  been  able  to  sow 
their  lands  with  winter  grain  as  usual,  to  procure  summer 
wheat  or  rye,  and  sow  their  lands  with  the  same  in  the 
ensuing  season. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  persons  pos- 
sessed of  summer  wheat  or  rye,  to  abstain  Irom  manufac- 
turing the  same  into  flour  or  meal,  and  keep  the  same  for 
seed  graiti,  to  be  disposed  of  to  such  persons  as  shall  be 
desirous  of  applying  it  to  the  uses  atoresaid. 


TUESDAY  MORNING, 

January  13,  1778. 

Present — Pierre  Vaa  Cortlandt,  Esquire,  President. 

Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Pawling,  Mr.  Landon, 
Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Woodhull,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Van  Schaick — Senators. 

Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Kuyper,  Mr.  Dunscorab,  Mr.  G.  Li- 
vingston, Mr.  Coe,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Clide,  .Mr.  Klock,  Mr.  Edie,  Mr. 
Jay,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Suarlwout,  .Mr.  Russel.  .Mr,  Boerum,  Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Van  Houlen,  Mr.  bclioonmaker,  Mr.  Graham,  Mr.  Brinckerhotl', 
Mr.  Barns,  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Wickes,  Mr.  tinyder,  Mr.  Honeywell — 
Members  of  Asscmblii. 

On  reading  the  petition  of  John  Armstrong,  confined  in 
the  jail  at  tins  place, 

Ordered.,  That  lie  be  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  cSpcakcr  of  the  Assembly,  Mr. 
Brinckerhoft' and  Jlr.  Benson  be  a  committee  to  devise  and 
report  proper  means  for  supporting  the  piisoners  confined 
in  the  jail  of  Dutchess  coujity. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  considera- 
tion of  sundry  matters  laid  before  Convention  by  Colonel 
John  Harper,  of  Tryon  county,  delivered  in  their  report, 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing: 

"  The  several  matters  submitted  to  their  consideration 
were  as  follows,  vizt: 

"  1st.  That  there  are  but  two  commissioners  of  seques- 
tration, when  two  more  are  necessary  in  said  county. 

"  2d.  That  there  be  a  particular  order  to  all  persons  who 
have  seized  any  of  the  etfecis  of  those  who  are  gone  over 
to  the  enemy,  without  the  order  of  the  commissioners,  to 
make  such  persons  accountable  for  the  e^ame. 

*'  3d.  What  is  to  be  done  with  persons  who  may  con- 
ceal the  effects  of  such  disatTecied  persons. 

"4th.  Whether  the  commissioners  of  sequestration  have 
a  right  to  answer  an  order  of  the  county  committee  out  of 
the  public  money  in  their  hands. 

"5lh.  Wlieiher  the  commissioners  shall  interfere  with 
the  sending  of  the  families  of  those  who  have  gone  over  to 
the  enemy  out  of  our  lines. 

"6th.  How  those  persons  shall  be  paid  who  have  any 
demand  upon  the  estates  of  persons  whose  effects  are  now 
sold  by  tlie  commissioners. 

"7th.  How  those  persons  who  have  been  driven  from 
their  habitations  and  deprived  of  their  substance  shall  be 
supported. 

"8lh.  Whether  Col.  Harper's  extra  expenses  for  the 
lighthorse,  and  expenses  for  the  Indians,  &c.  may  be  al- 
lowed. 


"  Upon  %vhich  the  committee  reported  as  follows  : 
"  1st.  Tliat  in  their  opinion,  there  ought  to  be  two  addi- 
tional commissioners  of  sequestration  a[)pointcd  in  said 
county. 

"  2d.  That  there  have  been  competent  resolutions  pass- 
ed by  the  Convention  and  Council  of  tSal'cly  of  this  State, 
empowering  the  commissioners  of  sequestration  in  tlie  se- 
veral counties  to  seize  and  secure  the  clTects  of  disaffected 
persons,  which  may  be  seized  or  concealed  by  oilier  per- 
sons, without  tlic  orders  of  the  commissioners. 

"  3d.  That  no  commissioners  of  sequestration  ourjlit  to 
answer  an  order  from  the  county  committee,  out  of  the 
public  moneys,  wiiiiout  a  special  order  from  the  Conven- 
tion or  Lcnislaiure  of  this  State. 

"  4lh.  That  the  commissioners  ought  not  to  interfere 
with  sending  of  the  families  of  persons  who  have  gone 
over  to  the  enemy,  as  llic  county  or  district  committees 
only  are  empowered  at  their  discretion  to  send  off  such  fa- 
mihes. 

'■  5th.  It  may  justly  be  presumed,  that  at  some  future 
day,  provision  will  be  made,  by  act  or  acts  to  be  passed  liy 
the  Legislature  of  this  Stale,  for  discharging  the  just  de- 
mands on  sucli  estates  as  may  hereafter  be  adjudged  con- 
fiscated. 

"  6th.  That  where  no  particular  provision  has  been 
made  for  the  support  of  those  families  who,  by  ilic  incur- 
sions of  the  enemy,  are  deprived  of  ihcir  substance,  and 
thereby  rendered  unable  to  support  themselves,  that  their 
distressed  situation  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Legislature 
of  this  Stale. 

"  7ih.  That  Col.  Harper's  disbursements  for  the  li^ht- 
horsemen  employed  in  Tryon  county,  is  not  a  proper 
charge  against  tliis  Slate,  but  against  the  Continent,  and 
that  "Col.  Harper  ought  to  get  such  proper  cerlilicates  as 
he  can  obtain,  and  apply  for  his  money  to  the  officer  who 
ordered  out  the  said  troop  of  horse,  or  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  or  the  commissary  or  quarler-master  for  the  time 
then  being  in  the  norlhern  department  ;  and  thai  his  ac- 
count for  disbursement  for  the  Indians  should  be  laid  be- 
fore the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs." 

The  said  report  being  read,  and  again  read  by  para- 
graphs and  agreed  to, 

Resolved,  'i'hat  this  Convention  agree  with  the  said  com- 
mittee therein,  and  ratifies  and  confirms  the  same. 

TuESD.\Y  After.noon,  January  13,  I77S. 

Present — Col.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  £sqr  Prest. 
The  same  members  of  Senate  and  Assembly  as  this  mornin?,  with 
the  addition  of  Col.  llobert  V  an  Rensselaer  and  Mr.  Moorehouse. 

Ordered,  That  William  Eli  be  discharged  outof  Dutchess 
countv  jail,  on  his  entering  into  bond  to  llie  Treasurer  i  f  this 
State,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  condilioncd  for 
the  good  behaviour  of  the  said  William  Ely,  and  ins  being 
a  faiiiiful  subject  of  the  State  and  doing  his  duty  as  a  faith- 
ful subject  ought  to  do. 


WEDNESDAY  10  iio.  a.  m. 

Poughkeepsie,  January  14,  1778. 
Convention  met. 

Present — Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esqr.  Presidt. 
Mr.  Ifarper,  Mr.  Jay,  Jlr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Bancker — Xew-York. 
Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Graham,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Honeywell,  Mr.  Drake — 
IVestrkester. 

Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  R.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  K.  Van  RensEelaer,  Mr. 
Tayler,  Mr.  St.  J.  Schuyler — jllbany. 

Mr.  Halhorne,  Wr.  Kuyper,  Mr.  Van  Uouten — Orange. 
Mr.  Edie,  Mr-  Clyde,  Mr.  Klock — Tryon  county. 
Mr.  Schoonmaker,  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Hardenbergh — Ultltr. 
Mr.  WeeUs- -Suffolk. 

Mr.  Coe — Queens.  ' 
Mr.  E.  Clark,  Mr.  Bams,  Mr.  Russel— CAoWo««.  ' 
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Mr  SwBrtwout,  Mr.  HoffmBu,  Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Mr.  Morehouse, 
Mr.  Brinckirholl,  Mr.  Beusoa- Dutchess. 
Mr.  BO«rum,  Mr.  Williams— A'insr». 

Mr  SCO"'  Pa'*'"''"?'  Webster,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  WooiihuU, 
Mf  Van  Schaick,  Mr.  Suiith,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Yales,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck, 
Mr.  I.aiiJon— i'c/ia(ors. 

Jlesolved,  That  Jacobus  Swartwout,  Joseph  Strang, 
Melaiicton  Smith,  Peter  Canline,  and  Egbert  Benson, 
Esqrs.  commissioners  for  conspiracies,  or  any  two  of  them, 
be  authorized  in  their  discretion,  to  discharge  the  parols  of 
the  several  persons  confined  on  parol  by  order  of  the  late 
Council  of  Safety  :  Provided  tint  such  discharge  shall 
not  be  construed  to  pardon  the  said  several  persons  of  any 
crimes  or  offences  heretofore  committed  by  them,  respec- 
tively, or  remit  any  punishments  or  forfeitures  they  may 
respectively  be  subject  to. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Drake,  Mr.  Bancker  and  Mr.  Ho- 
neywell be  a  committee  to  audit  and  examine  the  account 
of  Davis  Hunt  against  this  State,  for  making  a  table, 
benches  and  other  matters  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  and 
Assembly,  and  that  the  Treasurer  pay  to  the  said  Davis 
Hunt  sucii  sum  or  sums,  in  discharge  of  the  said  account, 
as  the  said  auditors,  or  any  two  of'them,  shall  certify  as  just 
and  proper. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  appointed  to  super- 
intend the  return  of  the  prisoners  of  this  State  now  con- 
fined in  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  be  authorized  to  permit 
such  of  the  said  prisoners  as  they  in  their  discretion  may 
lliink  proper  to  enlist  in  any  of  the  five  Continental  regi- 
ments raised  under  the  direction  of  this  .State,  or  in  Colo. 
Malcom's  regiment  in  the  Continental  service  ;  and  that 
such  enlistment  shall  operate  as  a  pardon  to  the  person  so 
enlisting  of  all  crimes  and  offences  heretofore  committed 
by  him,  and  of  all  punishments  and  forfeitures  to  which  he 
might  be  liable  or  subject  to  by  reason  thereof  :  Provided 
always,  that  nothing  in  this  or  any  former  resolutions  of 
Convention  or  Council  of  Safety  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  authorize  the  said  commissioners  to  discharge  any 
prisoner  who  by  name  shall  be  pointed  out  to  the  said  com- 
niissioners,  by  the  members  of  Senate  or  Assembly  for 
Uie  county  of  which  he  is  an  inhabitant,  as  improper  to  be 
discharged. 

Major  John  Younglove,  (through  a  member,)  informed 
the  Convention  that  in  the  execution  of  his  office  of  a  com- 
missioner of  sequestration,  and  for  effects  by  him  sold,  he 
has  had  the  luisfurtune  to  receive  one  counterfeit  bill  of 
thirty  dollars,  and  two  other  counterfeit  bills  of  six  dollars 
each,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  forly-two  dollars. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  said  John  Younglove  make  oath  be- 
fore the  Vice-Treasurer,  that  he  received  the  said  three  bills 
in  the  course  of  the  business  of  his  office,  and  for  goods  by 
him  sold  as  a  commissioner,  and  that  he  does  not  know 
the  person  or  persons  of  whom  he  received  the  said  bills  or 
either  of  them  ;  and  that  he  did  not  know  at  the  time  of 
receiving  the  same  bills,  or  either  of  them,  that  either  of 
ihem  was  false  or  counterfeited,  and  file  such  affidavit  in 
the  treasury  of  this  Stale  ;  that  he  may  deliver  the  said 
three  bills  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  or  the  Speaker  of 
the  Assembly,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  see  the  same 
burnt:  and 

Resolved,  That  on  such  oath  and  delivery  of  the  said 
bills,  the  said  John  Younglove  be  credited  in  his  account 
with  this  State  as  commissioner  for  the  said  sum  of  forty- 
two  dollars. 

Resolved,  That  until  further  order  by  the  Legislature  of 
this  Slate,  the  Vice-Treasurer  of  this  State  exercise  the 
like  powers  in  favour  of  other  commissioners  of  sequestia- 
tJon  in  this  Stale  in  similar  cases  ;  and  that  all  such  coun- 
terfeit bills  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  in  like  manner 
received  by  such  commissioners,  be  in  like  manner  des- 
troyed by  the  President  of  the  Senate  or  Speaker  of  the 
Assembly  for  the  lime  then  being. 

The  affidavit  of  Joseph  Payson,  of  Sudbury,  in  the  Slate 
of  Massachusetts  Bay,  (who  has  imported  salt  iuto  this 


Slate,)  in  order  to  obtain  a  permit  for  the  exportation  of 
one  hundred  barrels  uf  Hour,  was  read  :  Thereupon 

Ordered,  That  a  permit  be  given  to  the  said  Joseph 
Payson,  in  the  words  following,  vizt: 

"  By  the  Convention  of  the  Stale  of  New-York  : 

"  Povghkecpsie,  in  Dutchess  county,  January  M,  ITTS. 

"  Pursuant  to  certain  resolutions  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
of  the  Stale  of  New- York,  license  and  permission  is  iiurcbv 
granted  to  Joseph  Payson,  of  Sudbury  in  Massat liusetls 
Bay,  trader,  to  export  100  barrels  of  flour  of  this  cSi.itc  to 
any  place  or  places  not  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  in 
either  of  the  Stales  of  Connecticut,  Rhode-Island  and  I'ro- 
vidence  Plantation,  Massachusells  Bay,  or  New-Hamp- 
shire. 

"  Given  this  14th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  177S. 

"  By  order." 

An  affidavit  of  Ralph  Smilh,  of  Roxbury  in  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  trader,  who  has  imported  salt  into  this  State,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  permit  to  export  flour  from 
ihence,  was  read.  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  permit,  or  license,  be  granted  to  the  said 
Ralfih  Smith  to  export  300  barrels  of  flour  out  of  this  Siate, 
similar  to  the  license  for  the  like  purpose  this  day  gianted 
to  Joseph  Payson,  and  subject  to  ihe  same  restrictions, 
V.  hich  was  granted  accordingly. 

An  affidavit  of  Willi.am  Smith,  of  Fishkill,  in  the  county 
of  Dutchess,  was  read,  in  order  to  obtain  a  permit  or  license 
for  the  said  William  Smilh  to  export  400  barrels  of  flour 
out  of  this  State.  Whereupon  it  was 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  a  license  or  permit  be 
issued  to  the  said  William  Smilh  to  export  400  barrels  of 
flour  to  Massachusetts  Bay  State,  and  that  ihe  Secretaries 
prepare  such  permit  in  common  form,  but  that  llie  same 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  President  until  the  said  William 
Smilh  shall  have  made  oath  that  he  will  sell  and  dispose 
of,  by  retail,  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  as  soon  after 
the  arrival  of  ihe  said  flour  as  purchasers  shall  apply  for 
the  same  ;  and  that  on  the  said  William  Smith's  having 
made  such  affidavit,  the  said  license  and  permit  be  delivered 
to  the  said  William  Smilh. 

Mr.  Piatt  came  in  and  took  his  seat. 

Wednesday, /anwary  14,  P.  3/.  1778. 

Present — The  same  memhers  as  in  the  morning. 

A  letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  Esqr.  one  of  the  Ilonble. 
the  Delegates  of  this  State,  directed  to  Pierre  Van  Cort- 
land, Esqr.  President,  dated  the  5lh  of  January  instant, 
was  read  and  follows,  vizt : 

"  Sir — I  had  the  honour  to  write  you  lately  bv  the  mes- 
senger who  was  sent  from  hence  with  money  for  the  ex- 
penditures of  our  'State.  In  that  letter  I  advised  you  that 
with  ihe  advice  and  concurrence  of  my  colleaeue,  Mr.  Duer, 
1  had  purchased  woollens  for  the  use  of  your  troops, 
amounting  to  £'2,223  5s.  which  remains  in  Mr.  Duer's 
quarters,  waiting  for  vour  orders. 

"  By  a  letter  from  His  Excellency  Governor,  Clinton  read 
this  day  in  Congress,  I  learn  that  he  had  convened  tiia 
Assembly  to  meet  on  the  same  day.  J  hope  they  will  ad- 
vert to  the  appointment  of  one  or  more  J)elegales  to  repre- 
sent ihem  in  Congress.  Mr.  G.  Morris  does  not  iippcar, 
and  Mr.  Duer  is  gone  for  a  tew  days  into  the  country,  his 
ill  slate  of  heahh  requiring  a  recess  from  business;  so  that 
our  State  is  wiiliout  a  representation  in  Congress,  which 
at  this  critical  lime  is  to  be  much  regretted,  as  there  is 
not  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  expedite  ilic  busi- 
ness now  before  the  House,  and  that  business  hourly 
accumulating. 

"  The  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Virginia  has  ratified 
the  Articles  of  Confederation:  Congress  hopes  the  other 
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States  will  speedily  follow  the  example.    With  profound  : 

respect,  ' 

"  I  am,  sir,  ' 

"  Your  most  obedt.  hum.  servt.  i 

"  FRA.  LEWIS.  i 

"PiEBRE  Van  CoRTiANET,  Esqr."  i 

"  Yorktown,  5th  Jany.  177S.  j 

Another  letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  Esqr.  was  received  i 
and  read  in  the  words  lollowing,  vizt :  I 

"  Sir. — The  express  going  off  gives  me  but  just  time  i 
to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  17tli  ulto.  ( 
with  the  enclosed  papers,  which  I  shall  immediately  lay  ; 
before  Congress,  and  urge  the  expediency  of  those  mea- 
sures therein  proposed  being  earned  into  execution,  and 
shall  advise  you  with  the  result. 

"  Congress  has  been  of  late  made  sensible  of  many 
abuses  crept  into  the  commissary's  and  quarter-master's 
departments,  and  which  will  be  soon  talten  under  consi- 
deration of  Congress.  I  wrote  the  Honbie.  President  \  an 
Cortlandt  this  day,  to  which  beg  to  refer  you. 

"  And  am,  sir, 
"  Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  FRA.  LEWIS. 

"  Evert  Bancker,  £sqr." 
"  Yorktovm,  5th  Jany.  1778. 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  from  this  State  in  Con- 
gress, or  any  two  of  them,  be  authorized  and  requested  to 
appoint  a  person  to  have  such  of  the  woollens  mentioned 
in  the  letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  Esqr.  of  the  5lh  instant, 
to  the  President  of  this  Convention,  as  are  proper  for  that 
purpose,  made  up  into  soldiers'  clothing  and  delivered  in 
equal  quantities,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  to  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  two  Continental  battalions  raised  under  the 
direction  of  this  State,  now  at  Head-Ciuartcrs,  or  their  re- 
spective orders — the  said  commanding  officers,  by  their 
several  orders  or  receipts,  making  themselves  accountable 
to  this  State  for  the  quantity  of  clothing  to  be  delivered  to 
them  respectively  ;  and  such  of  the  said  woollens  as  are 
proper  for  officers'  clothing,  be  delivered  in  like  manner  in 
cloth. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Albany  be  authorized 
to  empower  the  Quarter-Masler-Gencral,  his  deputies  or 
agents,  to  impress  for  the  fortifications  now  erecting  in  the 
Highlands,  boards  for  sale  in  the  county  of  Albany,  not 
exceeding  thirty  thousand  boards,  upon  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  re*olution  be  transmitted  to 
the  committee  of  Albany,  in  a  letter  from  the  President, 
stating  to  them  the  absolute  necessity  of  having  a  quanthy 
of  boards  for  the  purpose  mentioned,  recommending  it  to 
them  to  give  the  persons  employed  to  procure  the  boards 
all  the  aid  in  their  power  in  enabling  ihcm  to  obtain  the 
necessary  quantity,  and  at  such  price  as  will  be  a  proper 
and  reasonable  compensation  to  the  persons  having  boards 
for  sale.  That  they  be  advised  to  send  for  such  jiersons 
and  endeavour  to  determine  the  price  witfi  the  actual  con- 
sent of  the  said  persons  and  the  persons  aiilliorized  to  im- 
press ;  and  if  that  cannot  be  etfected,  that  the  committee 
then  be  advised  to  regulate  and  settle  the  price  as  they 
shall  conceive  just  and  equitable  ;  and  that  the  committee 
be  requested  to  urge  the  inhabitants  to  employ  their  saw 
mills  in  order  diat  the  public  may  be  supplied  with  the 
quantity  requisite  to  complete  the  lortifications. 

"  Your  committee,  who  were  sent  to  ascertain  the  place 
for  fi.ting  a  chain  and  erecting  lortifications  for  obstructing 
the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river,  beg  leave  to  report : 
That  they  have  carctully  viewed  the  ground  on  wliicli  Fort 
Clinton  lately  stood  and  its  environs,  and  find  that  the 
ground  is  so  intersected  with  long,  deep  hollows,  that  the 
enemy  might  approach,  without  any  annoyance  from  the 
garrison  within  the  fort,  to  within  a  few  yards  of  the  walls, 
unless  a  redoubt  sliould  be  raised  to  clear  the  hollow  next 
the  fort,  which  must  be  built  at  sucli  a  distance  from  llic 
font  hat  it  could  not  be  supported  from  thence  in  case  of 
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an  assault,  so  that  the  enemy  might  make  themselves  nias- 
ters  of  the  redoubt  the  first  dark  night  after  llieir  landing, 
which  would  be  a  good  work,  ready  to  their  hand  lor  an- 
noying the  fort  and  facilitating  tlieir  operations  against  it ; 
and,  together  with  the  eminences  and  broken  grounds  with- 
in a  short  distance  of  the  fort,  woukl  render  it  impossible 
for  the  garrison  to  resist  a  general  assault  for  many  hours 
together.    Another  objection  that  appeared  to  the  commit- 
tee was  the  want  of  earth  on  the  spot,  which  would  reduce 
the  engineer  to  the  necessity  of  erecting  his  works  entirely 
of  timber,  which  must  be  brought  to  Pooploop's  kill  in 
rafts,  and  from  thence  drawn  up  a  steep  and  diiiicult  road 
to  the  top  of  the  hill.    The  rafts  cannot  be  made  till  the 
water  is  warm  enougli  for  men  to  work  in  it,  by  which  it 
is  probable  that  a  fort  cannot  be  erected  before  the  ships 
of  the  enemy  will  come  up  tlie  river.    Besides,  at  this 
place,  the  chain  must  be  laid  across  the  river  so  that  it  will 
receive  the  whole  force  of  tlic  ships  coining  with  all  the 
strength  of  tide  and  wind,  on  a  line  of  three  or  four  miles. 
Add  to  these,  if  the  enemy  should  be  able  to  possess  them- 
selves of  the  passes  in  the  mountains  througii  which  they 
marched  to  the  attacks  of  forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton, 
it  would  be  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  the 
militia  of  the  country  to  raise  the  seige.    Upon  viewing 
the  country  at  and  about  West  Point,  the  committee  found 
that  there  were  several  places  at  which  the  enenn'  might 
land  and  proceed  immediately  to  some  high  grounds  that 
would  command  a  fort  erected  at  West  Point  at  the  dis- 
tance of  six  or  seven  hundred  yards,  from  which  they 
might  carry  on  their  approaches  through  a  light  gravelly 
soil,  so  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  foit  to  stand  a 
long  seige.    But  to  balance  this  disadvantage  in  this  place, 
there  is  plenty  of  earth.    The  timber  may  be  brought  to 
the  spot  by  good  roads  from  the  high  grounds  at  the  dis- 
tance of  one  to  three  miles.    Three  hundred  feet  less  of 
chain  will  be  requisite  at  this  place  than  at  Fort  Clinton. 
It  will  be  laid  across  in  a  place  where  vessels  going  up  the 
river  most  usually  lose  their  headway.    Water  batteries 
may  be  built  on  both  sides  of  the  river  for  protecting  the 
chain  and  annoying  the  ships  coming  up  the  river,  which 
will  be  completely  commanded  from  the  walls  of  the  fort. 
There  are  so  many  passess  across  the  mountains  to  this 
place,  that  it  will  be  almost  impossible  for  the  enemy  to 
prevent  the  militia  from  coming  to  the  relief  of  the  garri- 
son.   From  these  considerations,  the  committee  are  led  to 
conclude  that  the  most  proper  place  to  obstruct  tlie  naviga- 
tion of  the  river  is  at  West  Point ;  bat  are  at  the  same 
time  fully  convinced  that  no  obstructions  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  can  effectually  secure  the  country,  unless  a  body 
of  light  troops,  to  consist  of  at  least  two  thousand  effective 
men,  be  constantly  stationed  in  the  mountains  while  the 
navigation  of  the  river  is  practicable,  to  obstruct  the  enemy 
in  their  approach  by  land. 

"  JNO.  SLOSS  IIOBART, 
"HENRY  WISNER, 
"  JOHN  HATIIORN, 
"  ZEPHA.  PLATT. 

"  Povgkkeepsie,  Jany.  Uth,  1778." 

Whereas  the  Continental  Congress  in  and  by  certain 
resolutions  of  the  22d  day  of  November  last,  have  recom- 
mended to  the  Legislature,  or  in  their  recess,  to  the  execu- 
tive power  of  the  respective  States  of  New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions, Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania 
and  Delaware,  respectively  to  appoint  commissioners  to 
convene  at  New-Haven,  in  Connecticut,  on  the  15th  day  of 
January  then  next,  in  order  to  regulate  and  ascertain  the 
price  of  labour,  manufacture,  internal  produce,  and  manu- 
factures imported  Irom  foreisn  parts,  military  stores  except- 
ed ;  and  also  to  regulate  the  charge  of  innlioldcrs  ;  and 
that  on  report  of  the  commissioners,  each  of  their  respec- 
tive Leg'slaturcs  enact  suitable  laws  as  well  for  the  en- 
forcing such  ot  the  regulations  as  they  shall  ratify,  and 
;  ennabhg  such  innliolders  to  obtain  the  necessary  supplies 
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as  to  authorize  the  purchasing  commissaries  of  the  army 
or  anv  other  person  whom  the  Legislature  may  think  pro- 
per 10  take  from  any  engrossers,  forestallcrs,  or  other  pcr- 
ioiis  possessed  of  a  large  quantity  of  any  such  commodi- 
ties or  provisions  than  shall  be  competent  lor  the  private 
annual  consumption  of  their  families,  and  who  shall  refuse 
to  sell  the  supplies  at  the  prices  to  be  ascertamed  as  afore- 
said, paying  only  such  price  for  the  same.  In  compliance 
Uierefore  with  the  said  recommendation. 

Resolved,  That  William  Floyd,  Comfort  Sands,  Peter 
T.  Cuitenius  and  William  Denning,  Esquires,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  nominated  and  appointed  commissioners,  to  at- 


tend at  the  said  meeting  or  convention,  on  behalf  of  this 
State,  with  full  power  and  autliority  to  them,  or  a  majority 
of  such  of  them,  as  shall  from  time  to  lime  attend,  so  as 
there  sliallbe  at  least  two  attending,  lo  rc])resent  this  State, 
to  do  and  transact  all  business  necessary  lo  be  done  and 
transacted  in  the  said  meeting  or  Conveniion,  on  the  part 
of  this  State,  touching  liic  several  matters  mentioned  in 
the  said  resolutions,  saving  and  reserving  nevertheless  to 
the  Legislature  of  this  Stale  a  right  to  ratity  and  adopt 
such  of  the  regulations  and  measures  to  be  proposed  and 
concluded  on  at  the  said  meeting  or  convention,  as  ihev 
shall  deem  proper  and  expedient. 
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Organization  and  ollicers  of  company  in,  for  the  detection  and 

suppression  of  consiiir.:xcie5   666 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Saf'-ty  to  chairman  of  committee  of 
Livingston  manor,  respecting  the  necessary  measures  to  be 

adopted  for  the  safety  of  inliabitants  thereof   672 

Letter  from  Jacobus  Lansing,  Jr.  setting  forth  the  defenceless 
state  of  the  city  of,  and  suggesting  the  propriety  oi  erecting 

fortifications  and  supplying  tlie  same  with  guns,    6S1 

Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  oomraille"  of,  for  pay- 
ment of  bounties  and  pay  due  company  of  rangers  raised 

in,  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  6S7,  693 

Letter  from  committee  of,  represcnling  the  prevalence  of  dis- 
affection in,  and  requesting  aid  and  assistance   637 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  committee  of,  respecting 

the  purchase  of  flour  for  the  use  of  the  truops   6,S8 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  committees  of  arrange- 
ment and  conference,  &cc.  at,   692,  693 

Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of  arrangement  and  con- 
ference at,  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  army  at  Sara- 
toga, and  the  disposition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  countv 

of,  &c   694,  695 

Letter  from  John  Tayler,  Esq.  at.  enclosing  a  notification, 
signed  by  Mr.  Matthew,  town  clerk,  dated  at  Xew- .Marlbo- 
rough, requesting  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  relative  to 

their  revolting  from  New-York,  •   699 

Report  of  committee  appointed  to  co-operate  with  Gen.  .Schuy- 
ler in  the  defence  of  the  northern  and  western  froulicr  ; 
proceedings  of  the  committee  for  the  apprehension  and  pu- 
swlunent  of  disaffected  persons  in,   699,  70U  to  705 
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67.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safely,  ordering  portions  of  mili- 

tia of,  to  repair  to  Fislikill,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  llie 
erection  of  barracks  lor  the  use  of  ilie  troops,   707 

68.  Petition  of  committee  and  inhabitants  of  King's  district,  lor 

the  appointment  of  lield  olhcers  from  their  own  illslricl- 
report  thereon   7^ 

69.  Report  of  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  committee  of  the 

manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  Claverack  and  King's  i| [strict, 
in,  praying  for  the  removal  of  sundry  field  othcers  an  i  the 
appointment  of  others  in  their  places  ;  proceedings  (hereon  773 

70.  Resolution  of  committee  of,  for  dralt  on  Convention  lor 

jt'2,0UO  ;  requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  711;)  .soq 

71.  Letter  to  committee  of,  respecting  proposed  obstructions  to 

the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river,   Sjj 

(See  Van  Alcn,  John.) 

72.  Letter  from  Convention  to  committee  of,  directing  the  appre- 

hension and  confinement  of  Maj.  William  Edmondson,  a 
British  otBcer  on  parol,   S57 

73.  Resolutions  of  Convention  relative  to  the  engrossment  and 

monopoly  of  boards  in,   Sf4 

74.  Letter  from  committee  of,  transmitting  affidavits,  Sec.  relative 

to  a  dangerous  conspiracy  of  a  number  of  disafi'eotcd  per- 
sons in,  and  forwarding  John  Jlunro  as  a  prisoner   S76 

75.  Letter  from  Col.  Robert  Van  Rensselaer,  transmitting  infor- 

mation of  an  insurrection  of  the  tories  in  Ballstown,  and  of 
the  organization  of  a  regiment  of  royal  volunteers  in  i;ie 
county  of,  under  the  command  of  Huetson  ;  directions  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  militia  of,  to  call  a  court 
martial  for  the  trial  of  the  criminals,   669 

76.  Letter  from  committee  of,  relative  to  disaffected  persons  in 

that  county,  Si'O.  sfii 

77.  Election  of  judges  of  inferior  court  of  county  ol,   912,  017 

78.  Appointment  of  Henry  I.  Wendell,  sheriff,  and  Leonard 

Gansevoort,  clerk  of  said  county,   912,  917 

(See  resolutions  of  Convention,  137.) 

79.  Resolution  of  Convention,  authorizing  committee  of  to  jirc- 

pare  vessels  in  Hudson's  river  for  reception  of  prisoners,.  027 

80.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  for  loan  to  committee  of,    OoO 

Si.  Letter  from  committee  of,  enclosing  a  [list  of  prisoners  too 

dangerous  and  troublesome  to  be  confined  m  the  jail  at ; 
disposition  of  said  prisoners  by  Council  of  Saf  ety,   004 

82.  Resolutions  of  Council,  accepting  the  resignation  of  commis- 

sioners of  sequestration  heretofore  appointed  in,  and  ap- 
pointing others,   067,  OoS 

83.  Resolutions  of.  Council,  directing  committee  of  to  send  pri- 

soners in,  to  Fleet  prison,  at  F.sopus,   PsS 

(See  Rangers,  16.) 

84.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  relative  to  the  desfrnc- 

tion  of  a  quantity  of  tea,  purchased  by  James  Caldwell  and 
John  Maley,  inhabitants  of;  resolutions  of  Council  of 
Safety  thereon   1008,  10 !0 

85.  Letter  from  Council  to  committee  of,  relative  to  the  appre- 

hensions of  the  settlers  of  Schoharie,  of  an  attack  from  the 
Indians   1011 

86.  Answer  of  committee  and  reply  of  Council,   liiIT,  lulS 

87.  Letter  from  committee  of,  to  Council,  informing  of  tlic  ap- 

proach of  the  enemy  to  Fort  Schuyler,  and  requesting  -s- 
sistance ;  also  transmitting  copies  of'  letters  from  Col. 
Gansevoort  to  Col.  Van  Schaack,  and  from  Thomas  Spen- 
cer, at  Oneida,  relative  to  the  disposition  of  the  Indians  ; 
answer  of  Council,    ii'-'l,  1025 

88.  Letter  from  committee  of,  informing  of  tlie  arrival  of  the 

■enemy  at  Fort  Edward,  and  the  retreat  of  the  Contiiienlai 
army  to  Saratoga,  and  requesting  the  presence  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  at;  answer  of  Council,   1025 

89.  Letter  from  committee  of,  relative  to  the  prevalence  of 

disaffection  in,  and  the  condition  of,  s<cc.  enclosing  a  idler 
from  Adam  Fonda  respeciing  a  contest  with  the  Indians 
at  Oneida  creek,  together  with  a  list  of  the  dead  and 
wounded,     1034 

90.  Letter  from  committee  of,  relative  to  the  gloomy  condition 

of  affairs  in,  and  transmitting  a  letter  from  chairman  of 
committer  at  German  FlatLs,  and  the  deposition  of  Adam 
Helmer,  relative  to  a  battle  fought  near  Fort  Schuyler, 

1037,  1038 

91.  Resolution  of  Council  of  Safety  for  the  removal  of  the  records 

of,  to  Rochester,  in  Ulster  county   l"f*' 

92.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  containing  an  account 

of  the  capitulation  of  Gen.  liurgoyne  and  his  army   1"'0 

93.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  requesting  a  loan  ;  an- 

swer of  Council  of  Safety,   ''''-^ 

94.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to  committee  of,  respecting 

provision  for  the  security  of  the  public  records  at ;  answ  e' 

of  committee,    ■  ''  ' '  ""^ 

95.  Letter  from  committee  of  Claverack  district  in,  respecting  sei- 

zure of  the  effects  of  disaffected  persons  in;  conlirniaiion 

by  Council  of  Safety  thereof,   ^'^^'^ 

96.  Letter  from  committee  of,  respeciing  abuses  in  the  purchase 

of  grain,  by  forestalling  and  monopolizing,   !•"'>  l^*^ 

ALGER,  WILLIAM  B.  ,     ^  „ 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  2d  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Jacobus  Kose- 

krans' company  •••    

2  Appointment  of,  as  pay  master  in  Col.  Cornchus  Humphrey  s 

regiment  of  volunteers,   ' '  ■* 
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ALLEN,  CAPT.  HEMAN. 
I.  Letter  from  Tames  Duane,  Ksq.  chairman  of  the  superinten- 
dents of  the  Continental  treasury,  respecline  seltlemenl  of 

accounts  of,  for  services  m  the  rsew-iork  battalions,   452 

ALLEN,  ETHAN. 

1.  Receipt  of  letters  from,  at  Crown-Point,   43 

2.  Admitted  to  an  audience,  before  the  Provincial  Congress,. . .  65 

3.  Advance  of  money  to,  ou  rt  iiuost  of  Gen.  Schuyler,  by  Pro- 

vincial  Con\;ress,  for  services  rendered  in  the  reduction  of 
Ticonderoga   6G 

4.  Letter  from,  assuring  of  his  influence  to  promote  a  reconci- 

liation with  the  setll  ers  on  New-Hampshire  Grants,   107 

ALLEN,  HENRY. 
1.  Choice  of  as  1st  lieutenant  in  Capt.  John  Sands'  company,  in 

Qeeens  county,   173 

ALLICOCK,  JOSEPH  (See  Intercepted  Letters,  6.) 
1.  Examination  of,  relative  to  furnishing  supplies  and  provisions 
to  Capt.  Melancton  Lawrence,  for  the  armed  sloop  under 

his  command,  and  for  other  vessels,     122 

ALSOP,  JOHN. 

1.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to,  relative  to  purchase  of 

blankets,   60 

2.  Answer  from,   63 

ALSOP,  JOHN. 

1.  Letter  from,  resigning  his  seat  as  a  Delegate  in  Congress, 

and  acceptance  by  Convention  of  such  resijnation,   536 

2.  Letter  from  Convention  to  Delegates  in  Congress,  communi- 

cating such  resignation,   537 

"AMERICAN  CRISIS." 

1.  Copy  of,  transmitted  by  John  Hobart  and  Jonathan  Landon 

to  Committee  of  Safety,  and  ordered  to  be  reprinted   756 

2.  One  thousand  copies  of  second  number  ordered  lor  use  of 

Committee  of  Safety,  and  for  distribution  among  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  State,    804 

ANONYMOUS  LETTERS. 

1,  From  Philadelphia  to  Provincial  Congress,  giving  information 

of  the  probable  destruction  of  the  city  of  New-Yorlc,  and 
offering  to  construct  fire  vessels  for  defence  ol',   200 

2.  To  Robert  G.  Livingston,   760 

APPRENTICES  AND  SERVANTS. 

1.  Letter  from  Gen.  Wooster  relative  to  enlistments  of,  in  Con- 

necticut troops,  and  who  were  afterwards  reclaimed  by 
their  masters  in  New-Y'ork,  and  resolutions  of  Provincial 
Congress  respecting,   63 

2.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  prohibitins  the  enlist- 

ment of,  on  board  the  fleet  or  in  the  army  ol  the  United 

Colonies,  without  consent  of  their  masters,   266 

ARDEN,  JAMES. 

1.  Petition  of,  for  relief,   21 

ARDEN,  THOMAS,  Jr.    (See  Ships  and  Vessels,  4.) 
ARMORY. 

1.  Order  for  establishment  of,  at  or  near  Fishkill,   7.S4 

2.  Report  of  committee  relative  thereto,   S07 

3.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  for   807 

ARMS  AND  AMMUNITION. 

1.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  lor  defraying  expenses-of 

Henry  Watkeys,  a  gunsmith,  ou  a  journey  tu  Ncw.Wiml- 
sor,  to  consult  with  Mr.  Robert  Boyd  about  forging  of  gun 
barrels  and  making  of  muskets   30 

2.  Letter  from  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress,  respecting 

supplies  of,  for  defence  of  garrison  at  Ticondcroga,   39 

(See  Artillery,  Military  Stores.) 
(See  Colonial  Troop.s,  7.) 
(See  New-York  City,  20.  Cannon,  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Point.) 

3.  List  of  cannon  anil  stores  taken  Irom  Xicumk-roga,   22,  23 

4.  Letter  from  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress,  respecting 

provisions  for,   9S 

5.  Resolution  directing  the  several  committees  and  sub-commit- 

tees to  purchase  or  hire,  lor  use  of  Continental  army,. . . .  103 

6.  Pouches,  belts,  bayonets  and  slings,  directed  to  be  made  for 

colonial  regiments,   1115 

7.  Contract  with  Joseph  Hallett,  Jr.  for  importation  of,   129 

8.  Appointment  of  committee  to  employ  and  despatch  vessels 

for  purchase  of,  and  appropri.iiinn  for   145,  148,  212 

(See  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  58.) 
J         1  (See  Continental  Coneress,  S5.)  <  i,  , 

(See  Cannon,  Artillery.) 

9.  Report  of  committee  and  pmcccdings  thereon   232,  27.^,  279 

10.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  lor  the  encouragement  of 

manafactorics  for,   365,  366 

11.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress  for  supply  of  arms  to  the 

troops,   426 

12.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress  lor  purchase  of  arms, 

from  discharged  privates  ol  the  Continental  brisadc   498 

13.  Resolution  for  establishment  of  an  armory,  at  or  near  Kish- 

kill,  and  for  the  pnrctiasu  ol  arms  and  accoutrements..  784,  785 
ARNOLD,  BENEDICT. 

1.  Letter  from,  to  Governor  of  Connecticut  respecting  defence 

of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-I'omt,   17 

2.  Letter  from,  to  President  of  Provincial  Congress  of  Massa- 

chusetts Bay,  on  the  same  suhiecl   22,  23 

3.  Capture  of  detachment  of,  at  Quebec,    286,  287 

4.  Letter  from,  to  General  Schuyler,  giving  a  particular  account 

281 
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ARNOLD  BENEDICT— CoOTiNTJED. 
of  the  action  on  Lake  Charaplain,  between  the  British  and 

American  lleet,   6S0,  G&l 

5.  Letter  from,  to  General  Gates,  informing  of  his  march  to 
German  Flatls,  and  of  the  raising  of  the  seige  of  i'ort 

Schuyler,   1049 

ARRANGEMENT  OF  TROOPS. 

1.  Proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  respecting,  55, 56,  57, 59,  62,  69, 

84,  97,  103,  104,  109,  114  to  116 
(See  Battalions,  Militia.) 

2.  Mililia  biU,    114  to  116 

ARTICLES  OF  CONFEDERATION. 

1.  Ratification  by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,   1116 

ARTIFICERS. 

1.  List  of,  directed  by  Provincial  Congress  to  be  forwarded  to 

Ticonderoga,   32 

2.  Appointment  of  committee  to  procure  from  Great  Britain,  for 

making  gun  locks,   67 

3.  Agreement -with  Thomas  Blocklcy,  for  importation  of,   bO 

4.  Letter  from  General  Lee  to  Provincial  Congress,  and  recom- 

mending the  establishment  of  a  company  ol,  proceedings 

of  Provincial  Congress  therein,   -^'M,  302 

5.  Appointment  of  Anthony  Post  as  captain  of  company  of,. .. .  302 

6.  Provision  for  barrack  furniture  for,   377 

ARTILLERY.  (See  Cannon.) 

1.  Proceedings  respecting  removal  of,  from  Ticonderoga  to 

South  end  of  Lake  George,  9,  10,  II,  12 

(See  Lamb,  John.) 
(See  Schuyler,  Philip,  24.) 
(See  Byers,  James.) 

2.  Appropriation  to  defray  expense  of  removal  of,  from  New- 

York  to  King's  Bridge,   145 

(See  New-York  City  and  County,  139,  141.) 
ARTILLERY  COMPANIES. 

1.  Organization  of  Captain  Anthony  Rutger's  company,  from 

Marine  Society  of  city  of  New- York,   41 

2.  Officers  of,  confirmed  by  Provincial  Congress   66 

3.  Pay  of,  and  company  ordered  to  form  part  of  Colonel  McDou- 

gall's  regiment,   HI 

4.  Appointment  of  Anthony  Grilfith  as  commissary  to  purchase 

shares  for,   195 

5.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress  for  the  organization  of, 

for  defence  of  Colony,   239 

6.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Conercss  for  organization  of,  lor 

the  safety  and  defence  of  Sull'olk  county,  and  for  protec- 
tion of  Continental  cruisers  in  the  Sound,  and  to  be  con- 
sidered in  all  respects  as  minute  men,   239 

7.  Appointment  of  John  Grennell,  as  captain  of,  and  of  officers 

of  said  company   262,  365 

8.  List  of  officers  of,  in  SuiTolk  county,   284 

9.  Appointment  of  James  Moore,  as  captain  lieutenant  of  artil- 
lery,   327 

10  Appointment  of  Sebastian  Bcauman  as  captain  of  Continental 

company  of,   392 

ASH,  THOMAS.  (See  Intercepted  Letter,  4.) 
ASIA,  SHIP. 

1.  Provisions  and  supplies  granted  for  use  of,   15,  48 

2.  Proceedings  of  Committee  of  Safety  in  the  case  of  Peter 

Herring,  charged  with 'assisting  in  conveying  prisoner  on 
board  of  ■   71 

3.  Complaint  of  captain  of,  relative  to  the  detention  of  part  r,f 

boat's  crew  of,  as  prisoners  in  General  Wooster's  campiap- 
pointment  of  committee  and  letter  to  Gen.  Wooster,   77 

4.  Order  of  Committee  of  Safety  on  receiving  information  »l' 

the  attack  upon  and  destruction  of  such  boat,,;   77,  7S 

5.  Approt>;itii^n  of  conduct  of  civil  magistrates  m  ordering  liie 

building  of  a  new  boat  to  replace  the  same   81 

6.  Information  communicated  to  Provincial  Congress  of  destruc. 
tion  of  boat  built  by  order  of  Committee  of  Safety,  and  pro- 
ceedings and  resolutions  therein,  97,  98,  102,  j('3,  104, 

108,  1119,  no 

7.  Letter  from  George  Vandeput,  captain  of,  relative  to  attack 

by,  on  certain  i.idividuals  engaged  in  taking  the  guns  from 

the  battery,  and  appointment  of  committee  thereon,   118 

8.  Affidavits  relative  to  such  attack   120 

9.  Preamble  and  resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress  respecting,  126 

10.  Arrangements  for  weekly  supplies  of  provision  for,   129 

11.  Fermisbion  to  Dr.  McClean  to  supply,  with  drugs  and  medi- 

cines,   138 

12.  Captain  of.  required  to  discharge  William  Becker,  a  citizen 

of  New-York,  confined  in  irons  on  board  of,   143 

13.  Order  of  Committee  of  ."-afcty  for  arrest  of  Lawrence  Hart- 

wick,  on  charge  of  betraying  the  trust  reposed  in  him  by 
Lieut.  Edward  Tylee,  an  olficer  of  the  Continental  army, 
a  prisoner  on  hoard  ol   241 

14.  Negotiations  with  Captain  Vandeput  of,  for  the  exchange  of 

Lieut.  Tylee,   ^38 

15.  Permission  for  interment  of  body  of  purser  of,  in  Trinity 

church  yard,   264 

16.  Permission  to  Win.  Allen,  cordwaincr,  to  make  shoes  to  be 

carried  on  board  of,   ^ttl 

17.  Correspondci.ee  between  Committee  of  Safety,  and  commit- 

tee of  the  city  of  New-York,  respecting  supply  of  provi- 
sions for,  Sic   285 
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ASIA,  SHIP— CoNTrauED. 
in  Prrtnissio"  to  Henry  White,  to  supply  with  provisions,  &c  . .  303 
IQ  ivriuission  to  John  Carpenter,  to  obtain  security  lor  a  debt 

due  to  him,    3U9,  310 

Ji>  Permission  to  Samuel  Lowilon,  to  recover  a  servant   319 

11.  Examination  of  John  Vorliis,  respeclin?  procecdinijs  of  cap- 

tain of,  in  intercepting  cargo  of  provisions,  Jfcc   323 

12.  Letter  from  Committee  of  S^afety  to  Cien.  Washington,  re- 

questing the  exchange  of  prisoners  on  board  of   409 

S3.  Examination  of  Edward  Tylee,  a  prisoner  on  board  of,   410 

ASSEMBLY. 

I  Proceedings  of  Convention  in  framing  a  constitution  relative 

to,   884,  885,  886,  887 

ASSESSORS. 

(See  County  Committees,  4.) 

(See  Town  Committees,  4.) 
ASSESSORS. 

1.  Resolution  directing  the  election  ot",  in  the  several  towns,  ...  818 
ATTAINDER. 

1.  Proceedings  of  Convention  in  framing  a  constitution  relative 

to  acts  of,   882 

ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

1.  Election  of  Egbert  Benson  as,      910 

AUDITOR-GENERAL. 

(See  Sands,  Comfort.) 
(See  Gibson,  John.) 

B. 

BACHE,  THEOPHALACT. 
I.  Intercepted  letter  from,  to  Major  Moncreif,  at  Boston;  order- 
ed to  appear  before  Committee  of  Safety,   141,  142 

BAILEY,  JOHN,  Jr. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  regiment  of  minute 

men  in  Dutchess  county   135 

2.  Appointment  of,  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  regiment  of  levies 

detached  from  Albany,  Ulster,  Dutchess  and  Orange  coun- 
ties, for  the  reinforcement  of  the  forts  at  the  Highlands,. .  614 

BAKER,  BENJAMIN. 
1.  Letters  from,  respecting  the  making  of  saltpetre,  and  com- 
mittee appointed  to  confer  with  ;  proceedings  of  Provincial 

Congress  therein,  167,  196 

BALDWIN,  CAPTAIN  ALEXANDER; 
(See  Rangers, 

Requisition  on  treasurer,  in  favor  of,  for  pay  and  subsistence 

for  company  of  rangers   826 

BALTIMORE.  (See  Maryland.) 

BAMPER,  JACOB. 
I.  Petition  of,  for  appointment  to  some  office  in  Colonial  regi- 
ments,   87 

BANCKER,  GIRARD,    (Barrack  Master.) 

1.  Directed  to  deliver  beds,  blankets,  &.c.  in  his  custody  to  Colo- 

nel McDougall,   07,  68 

2.  Appointment  of,  as  deputy  treasurer,   246 

3.  Appointment  of,  as  vice-treasurer,   774 

4.  Directed  to  advance  i.'i;0,OOU  to  General  Schuyler  for  the  pub- 

lic service,   775 

5.  Receipt  from  Comfort  Sanils,  by,  of  pay  rolls  and  other  ac- 

counts of  moneys  paid  by  him  to  the  militia  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Dutchess  and  Westchester,   902 

BARCLAY,  THOMAS 
1.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety  for  disposition  of  personal 

estate  of,     721 

BARD,  DR.  SAMUEL. 
1.  Communication  from,  to  Committee  of  Safety  respecting  at- 
tendance of,  upon  sick  mariners  belonging  to  British  ships, 

and  resolutions  of  committee  approving  thereof,   77 

BARKER,  WILLIAM. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  major  of  second  regiment  of  militia  in 

Dutchess  county   528 

BARRACK  MASTER.  (See  Roorback,  Garret.) 
BARTILL,  PHILIP. 
1-  Resignation  of,  as  ensign  in  Colonel  Robert  Van  Rensselaer's 

eighth  regiment  of  rnililia,   772 

BARTOW,  THEODORUS. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  commissary  to  troops  in  Westchester 
county,  on  the  Sound  ;  and  requisition  on  the  treasurer  in 
faTor  of,   598 

BATTALIONS,  ARRANGEMENT  OF. 

1.  New-York  regiment,  to  be  first  regiment,  otiicers  of,   62 

2.  Col.  Roseboom's  second  regiment  I  officers  of,   62 

3.  Col.  Clinton's  third  regiment ;  oliicers  of.   62 

4.  Col.  Holmes'  fourth  regiment;  otiicers  of,   62 

(See  New- York  Battalions.) 

BATTEAUX.  ^ 
1.  Directed  to  be  furnished  for  lakes,  he   ^,250 

BATTERIES. 

1.  Resolalions  of  the  Continental  Congress,  respecting  the  erec- 
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BATTERIES— CoNTiN-uEn. 
tion  of,  at  the  Highlands  on  each  side  of  the  Hudson  river, 
for  the  obstruction  of  the  navigation,    16 

2.  Appointment  of  Committee  of  Provincial  Consress,  to  exam- 

ine and  report  thereon,   20 

3.  Report  thereon,   3^1  40 

4.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress  respecting  employment 

of  troops  for  erection  of,   ,i~ 

BATTERY.  (See  New-York  city,  43,  44.) 

BAYARD,  COLONEL  WILLIAM. 
1.  Letter  from,  complaining  that  his  house  is  surroundcil  by 
armed  men  of  the  levies;  appointment  of  committee  to  in- 
quire into,  and  if  necessary,  to  discharge  such  troojis   n7 

BAYARD,  SAMUEL,  Jr.  (See  Records,  1,  3,  4,  G,  7.) 
BAYLEY,  JACOB.  (See  Gloucester  County,  1,1!,  U.) 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  brisade  general  of  the  militia  of  llie 

counties  of  Gloucester  and  Cumberland   5jl,  on2 

2.  Report  of  committee,  and  resolution  lor  payment  of  compa- 

ny of,   837, 841 

(See  Rangers,  14.) 
BAYLIES  JOHN.  (See  Suffolk  County,  14.) 
BEACONS. 

1.  Recommendation  for  erection  of,   177 

BEAUMAN,  SEBASTIAN. 
J.  Appointed  captain  of  Continental  company  of  artillery,.-..  392 

BECKER,  WILLIAM.  (See  Asia,  Ship,  12.) 
(See  New-York  City,  &c.  56.) 

BELKNAP,  ISAAC. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  quarter-master,  Ulster  county  militia,.. .  135 

2.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  recommending  to  first  sui- 

table vacancy  in  the  militia  or  minute  men,  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  county  of  UUler,  in  consequence  of  omisMon 
through  mistake  to  insert  name  ot',  in  commission  as  quar- 
ter-master,   223 

3.  Chairman  of  committee  of  Ulster  county,  directed  to  pay 

bounty  of  company  of  rangers  commanded  by,   698 

4.  Requisition  on  treasurer  in  favor  ot",  for  pay  of  company  of 

rangers,    72.^:,  790,  S70 

.5.  Report  of,  relative  to  escape  of  Captain  Phineas  Ford,. .  7ti4,  765 

6.  Company  of  rangers  of.  placed  under  command  of  Brigadier- 

General  George  Clinton,   '13 

7.  Order  for  disbandment  of  company  of,   949 

BELL,  ALEXANDER. 

1.  Baggage  and  papers  of,  directed  to  be  searched,   129 

2.  Delivered  to  committee  of  New-York  city,   329,  138 

3.  Directed  to  appear  before  Committee  of  Safety;  reprimanded 

and  discharged,     153 

BELLINGER,  COL.  PETER. 
1.  Place  of  rendezvous  of  regiment  of,  in  Tryon  county ;  and 

list  of  officers  of,   378 

BELLOWS,  JONAS. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  second  lieutenant,  in  Cornwall  precinct, 

in  place  of  Stephen  Howell,  declined,    76 

BEMUS,  DAVID.  (See  Ships  and  Vessels,  4.) 
BENEDICT,  CAPTAIN  ELISHA. 
1.  Letter  from,  respecting  appointment  of  lieutenants;  and 

answer  of  Committee  of  Safety   84 

BENEDICT,  JOSEPH. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  captain,  in  place  of  Samuel  Cannon   91 

BENNINGTON,  BATTLE  OF. 

(See  Vermont,  5,  6.) 
(See  Clinton,  George,  4**.) 
(See  Continental  Congress,  213.) 

BENSON,  EGBERT.  (See  Dutchess  County,  6.) 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  Attorney-General,   910 

BENSON,  ROBERT. 

1.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  for  payment  of,  for  services  as  Se- 

cretary of  Provincial  Congress    441 

2.  Elected  Secret.-ry  of  Provincial  Congress,   205,  448,  515 

3.  Appointment  of,  as  marshal,  and  provost  marshal  of  the  high 

court  of  admiralty,  

4.  Appointment  of,  as  commissary  for  prisoners  of  war,   5S1 

BENSON,  SAMPSON. 

1.  Chosen  captain  for  beat  No.  29,  

BERMUDA. 

1.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  respecting  exportation  ^ 

of  American  produce  to  island  of,  

BERRIEN,  JOHN.  .  . 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  commissary  for  agents,  for  building  forli- 

fications  at  the  Hinhlands  

(See  Highlands,  6,20,31,44.) 

BETHUNE,  GEORGE. 

1.  Arrest  of,  together  with  the  letters  and  papers  directc.i,  on 

suspicion  of  traitorous  correspondence  with  Brltl^h  '"'"r?,^ 

2.  Examination  of  letters  and  papers  of,   ;. • ' ' "  • " ' 

3.  Letter  to  Delegates  in  Congress,  for  the  Colony  ol  J^I^ssa- 

chusetts  Bay,  respecting,  
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BETHUNE,  GKOUGE— CoNTiNCED. 
4.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Cori^rc^s.  declaring  the  evidence  be- 
fore Committee  of  Safely  insullicient  to  warrant  arrest  of,  176 
BEVIER,  DAVID. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  adjutant  Ulster  county  militia,   135 

BEVIER,  PHILII'  DL'HOIS. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  lirst  lioulciiaiit  in  Captain  Robert  John- 
son's company,  in  place  of  Martiiius  Goetcluus,  declined,  110 

BICKER,  VICTOR.  Jr. 
1.  Nomination  of,  as  lieutenant  of  marines  for  Continental  ship 
Congress  ;  and  direction  to  enlist  thirty  marines  for  the 
purpose  of  guarding  ships  Congress  and  IVIontgomer. .  .y,  734 

BILLETING  MONEY. 
I.  Letter  froia  Committee  of  Safety,  to  Delegation  in  Conti- 
nental Congress,  respecting  payment  of,  to  troops  at  tlie 
Highlands,  and  to  otticers  of  New-York  battalions,  ...  245,  246 

BILLINGS,  CAPTAIN  ANDREW. 

1.  Letter  from,  informing  of  tlie  enlistment  of  seventy-two  men,  7.5 

2.  Ordered  to  join  Colonel  Clinton's  regiment,   75 

3.  Muster  roll  of.  returned  and  liled,   112 

4.  Letter  from  Colonel  Jacobus  Swartwout  to  Provincial  Con- 

gress, respecting  admission,  of  leraporarily  into  his  regi- 
ment ;  and  direction  of  Provincial  Congress  to,   308 

6.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favor  of,  for  payment  of  his 

men,    392 

6.  Appointment  of,  as  captain  in  Colonel  Ritzema's  regiment,. .  403 

7.  Appointment  of  subaltern  orticers  of,   417 

8.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  respecting  disposition  of 

arms  found  in  out  ward  of  the  city  of  New-York,   417 

BILL  OF  RIGHTS.  (See  Government,  3.) 

1.  Proceedings  of  Convention  in  settling,   863 

BILLS  OF  CREDIT. 

1.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress  for  the  emission  af,  to 

the  amount  of  £45,000,  or  S112,500,  to  defray  public  ex- 
pences;  provisions  for  issuing,  and  for  redemption ;  and 

quotas  of  the  several  counties,   12S,  133,  134 

(See  Continental  Currency.) 
(See  Colonial  Paper  Currency.) 
(See  Counterfeiting.) 

2.  Resolution  of  Convention  for  the  emission  of,  form  of,  . .  .540,  571 

3.  Report  of  Isaac  Roosevell,  Esq.  to  whom  was  committed  the 

care  and  management  of  getting  plates  engraved  for,   560 

4.  Resolutions  of  Convention  respecting,   560 

5.  Receipt  of  Treasurer  therelbr,   5G0 

6.  Resolution  of  Convention  pledging  the  credit  of  the  State  for 

the  redemption  of,   571 

7.  Resolution  of  Convention  imposing  the  punishment  of  death 

for  counterfeiting,   571,  572 

8.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety  pending,  for  the  appre- 

hension and  confinement  of  persons  charged  with  altering 

or  counterfeiting,   734 

9.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  for  preventing  the  de- 

preciation of;  and  recommending  the  enactment  of  laws 
for  punishing  all  persons  refusinir  to  receive  the  same  at 
their  nominal  value,  for  making  tliern  a  legal  tender  in  pay- 
ment of  debts,  for  providing  a  sinking  fund  for  their  re- 
demption ;  and  directing  their  receipt  by  commissioners  of 
the  loan  office,   789,  790 

10.  Appointment  of  committee  to  report  an  ordinance  to  prevent 

the  depreciation  of,  &c.:   795 

11.  Resolutions  of  Committee  ofSafetv,  declaring  payment  in,  to 

be  a  legal  lender,  and  authorising  payment  to  he  made  into 

the  treasury,  on  refusal  of  crcdiiors  to  receive,    819 

12.  Letter  from  John  Sloss  Hohart,  transmitting  amount  of,  issu- 

ed and  in  circulation  in  New-York,  and  the  several  New- 
England  States,   1029,  1030 

BIRDSALL,  COLONEL  BFNJAMIN. 

1.  Directed  to  take  command  of  company  of  troops  raised  by 

draft  from  the  militia  on  Nassau  island,   5,34 

2.  Resolution  of  Cnmention  recommending  permission  to,  for 

the  removal  of  his  wife  and  family  from  Long  Island,. . . .  873 
BLACKSMITHS. 

(See  New-York,  28.)  ' 
(See  Gun  Barrels,  2.) 

BLACKWELL,  COLONEL  JACOB. 
1.  Letter  from  Provincial  Conizrcss,  to  transmitting  intelligence 
from  General  Woostcr,  relative  to  movement  of  the  British 
troops,  and  directing  disposition  of  troops  of,  at  New- 
town, &c   126 

BLAKE,  JONATHAN.  (See  Ustich,  William.) 
BLANKETS. 

(See  Provision  and  Supplies,  Clothing.) 
(See  Alsop,  John.) 

BLAUTER,  JACOB,  Jr. 
1.  Appointment  of.  as  ensign  in  the  eighth  regiment  of  militia, 
whereof  of  Rob-'rt  Van  Rensselaer,  Jr.  is  colonel, in  place 

of  Philip  Barlill,  resiened,   772 

BLEECKER,  JOHN,  N. 
(See  Provisions  and  Stores,  8.  Albany  10,  13,  16.) 
1.  Letters  from,  with  accounts  enclosed,  74,  95 
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BLEECKER  LEONARD. 
Commission  to,  as  first  lieiilcnant  of  Captain  Johnson's  com- 
pany, in  Colonel  .McUougall's  regiment,   440 

BLOCKLEY,  THOMAS. 
Articles  of  agreement  with,  for  importation  of  artificers  for 

making  gun  locks,   80,81 

BOARD  OF  WAR. 
Letter  from  Richard  Peters,  Esq.  Secretary  of,  to  Council  of 
Safety,  transmitting  resolutions  ol  Congress,  relative  to 
the  rank  of  oliicers  of  the  army,  and  requesting  lists  of 

such  oliicers  appointed  by  the  State,   9s:i,  9i<-i 

Letter  Irom  Richard  Peters,  Esq.  requesting  an  account  of 

moneys  expended  on  prisoners  of  war,   yy3 

BOSTON.  (See  Massachusetts  liay.) 
BOSTWICK,  ANDREW. 
Petition  of,  for  release  from  confinement  as  an  insolvent 

debtor,  and  resolution  of  Convention  tliereon,   iJSS 

BOUNDARIES  OF  THE  ST.VTE. 

Appointment  of  committee  to  ascertain  and  report,   819 

BOUNTY. 

Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  offering  a  bounty  for  the 
manufacture  of  gunpowder   ^(i 

Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  offering  a  bounty  of  ten 
shillings  to  each  soldier  for  enlistment  in  the  Colonial 
troops,   til 

Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  olfering  a  bounty  of  one 
dollar  to  oliicers,  lor  each  enlistment,   96 

Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  respecting  the  raising 
of,  for  troops  enlisted  for  the  defence  of  Canada,   260 

Resolution  of  Convention,  relative  to  troops  ordered  out  lor 
public  service,  from  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  West- 
chester, Dutchess,  Orange  and  Ulster   525,  532 

(See  Rangers,  2.) 

Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  providins  for  the  pay- 
ment of,  to  officers  and  privates  enlisting  during  the  war, 

653,  654 

(See  Bounty  Lands.) 
(See  Gansevoort,  Peter,  1.) 
(See  Van  Cortlandt,  Philip.) 

Vote  of  Convention,  refusing  hereafer  to,   864 

BOUNTY,  LANDS. 
Resolutions  of  Congress,  making  provision  for  granting  to  of- 
ficers and  privates  serving  during  the  war,   653,  654 

BOWER,  LIEUTENANT  JACOB. 
Requisition  on  vreasurer  in  favor  ol',  lor  pay  and  subsistence 

for  company  of,  raised  in  the  county  of  Albany,   780 

BOYD,  ROBERT. 

(See  Gun  Barrels,  1.) 
(See  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  14.) 

Letter  from,  respecting  makini;  of  muskets,   39 

Agreement  of  Provincial  Congress  with,  4],  62 

Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to.  respecting,   '45 

Proposals  of,  to  Provincial  Congress,  and  appointment  of 

committee  to  contract  with,   rtl 

Report  of,  and  proceedings  thereon,   5,t 

Agreement  with,   (i2  t-:3 

Letter  from,  respecting  sending  of  eun  ban-els   J56 

Letter  to,  from  Provincial  Congress,  respecting  completion  of 

contract  with,  &c   J94 

Letter  from,  respecting  continuance  ol  his  contract,   294,  328 

BRADT,  JOHN  A. 
Requisition  on  treasurer  in  favor  of.  for  pay  and  subsistence 

for  company  ol  rangers  of,  in  Albanv  county   7fin,  879 

Petition  of,  for  commissions  to  himself  and  his  subalterns, 
and  for  necessary  clothing  for  his  company,  &c   767 

BRANT,  JOSEPH. 

Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of  Dutchess  county,  in- 
forming of  aiiprehcnsion,  I'ic.  of,   202 

Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safely  for  ajiprehension  of;  and 
recommending  John  Harper  of  Tryon  county,  to  General 
Schuyler,  as  a  proper  person  to  be  enlrusted  with  this 

^  duty,   SOO 

Information  of  arrival  of,  with  a  number  of  Indians,  at  One- 

hoehquaga  and  UnadiUa,   i)^ 

Interview  between,  and  General  Herkimer,  at  Unadilla, . .  996  997 

BRIGADE-MAJOR. 
Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  recommending  nomina- 
tion of  person  by  Provincial  Congress  for  appointment  as. 

,   ■   ^4,  R9 

Letter  from  Delegates  in  tonlincntal  Congress,  recommend- 
ing appointment  of  Morunn  Lewis,  a?   90 

(See  Deputy  Ad  jutant-General.) 
(See  Duer,  William,  5.) 
(See  Morris,  Lewis  Jr.) 
(See  Fish,  Nicholas.) 
(See  Stevens,  Simon.) 
BRIGADIERGENFRAL.S. 

(See  Montgomery,  Richard.)  "  :  ' 

(See  Bayley,  Jacob.) 

Appointment  of,  by  Continental  Congress,  1 . . . .  63 

viz: 

Igt.  Seth  Fomeroy, 
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BRIGADIER  GENERALS— Continoed. 
2nd.  Richard  Montgomery, 
3rd.  David  Wooster, 
4th.  William  Heath, 
6th.  Joseph  Spencer, 
6th.  John  Thomas, 
7th.  John  Sullivan, 
8th.  Nathaniel  Greene, 
Horatio  Gates,  Adj.  Gen.  with  rank  of  Brigadier,  226 
9th.  George  Clinton. 

2.  Determination  of  respective  rank  of,   229,  230 

3.  Resolution  ol"  Continental  Congress,  lor  the  appointment  of 

two  Provincial  brigadier-generals  for  the  Canadian  army, 
one  from  Massachusetts  Bay  and  one  from  Connecticut ; 
four  for  the  army  at  New- York,  one  from  Massachusetts 
Bay,  one  from  Connecticut,  one  from  New-York,  and  one 
from  New-Jersey  ;  and  three  for  the  flying  camp  in  the 
middle  States,  two  from  Pennsylvania,  and  one  from  Ma- 
ryland,  4S2 

(See  Morris,  Lewis.) 
(See  Scott,  John  Morin.) 

4.  Resolutions  of  Convention  calling  upon,  for  a  return  of  the 

State  of  their  respective  brigades,  itc   550 

BRITISH  ARMY.  (See  Great  Britain.) 
BRITISH  SHIPS.  (See  Asia,  ship.) 
1.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety,  approving  of  the  conduct 
of  Dr.  Samuel  Bard,  in  attending  upon  sick  mariners  on 

board  of,   77 

BROGDEN,  JOHN. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  adjutant  of  first  regiment,   62 

BROOME,  JOHN. 
1.  Vote  of  thanks  to,  for  loan  tor  public  service,  without  inte- 
rest,   134 

BROOME,  SAMUEL. 
1.  Letter  from,  informing  of  withdrawal  of  company  of  from  Col. 

Lasher's  battalion,  and  his  readiness  to  join  any  other, . .  103 
BRUNSWICK.  (See  New-Jersey,  7.) 
BRUYN,  JACOBUS. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  captain,   99 

2.  Appointment  of,  as  quarter-master,  Ulster  county  militia,. . .  133 

BRUYN,  SEVERYN  T. 
1.  Letter  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,  declining  appointment 
of  Adjutant  in  Col.  Thomas  Palmer's  regiment,  with  the 

reasons  therefor,   295 

BRYSON,  ROBERT. 
1.  Application  of,  to  Samuel  Verplanck,  for  sundry  articles  of 

provisions,   123 

BUCHANN.\N,  WALTER  fc  CO. 

(See  Ships  and  Vessels,  3.) 
BURGOYNE,  LIEUT.  GEN.  JOHN. 

1.  Letters  from  Committee  of  Safety,  to  Delegates  in  Continen- 

tal Congress  and  Gen  Schuyler,  respecting  movements  of,  79 

2.  Copy  of  proclamation  of,  against  the  revolted  Provinces  of 

America,   11)05,  1006 

3.  Proclamation  of  Gen.  Schuyler,  in  answer  thereto,   1006 

4.  Letters  from  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Geji.  Schuy- 

ler, and  from  Gen-  Schuyler  respecting  proceedings  of,.. .  1017 

5.  Information  civen  by  Francis  Horsman,  a  prisoner  of  the 

53rd  r  gimcnt.  relative  to  the  strength  of  troops  of,  tVc. .  1U21 

6.  Arrives  at  Fort  Edward  ;  retreat  of  Continental  army  to  Sa- 

ratoga,   1025 

7.  Raises  the  seise  of  Fort  Schuyler,   104« 

8.  Capitulation  of,   1070 

9.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to  Continental  Congress,  re- 

specting the  convention  with   1075,  1076 

BURR,  THADDEUS,  (Mierifl^of  Fairlield  county.) 
(See  Connecticut,  21.) 
(See  McDonald,  Angus,  7.) 
BUSSING,  ABRAHA.M. 
I.  Chosen  ensign  of  beat  No.  2L),   150 

BYERS,  JAMES. 
1.  Proposals  of,  for  manufacture  ol  brass  ficMpieces :  contract 
with  ;  committee  appointed  to  superintend  casting  and  prov- 
ing of,  and  requisition  in  favour  of,   145,  148,  152,  153,  175 

C. 

CAMPBELL  GEORGE.  (See  New-York  City, 21.) 
CANADA. 

1.  Resolatinn  of  Provincial  Congress,  and  instructions  to  asents, 

8tc.  disapproving  of  incursions  into,  and  directing  the 
withholding  of  any  succors  or  supports  lor  such  an  expe- 
dition  11, 12,  13 

2.  Appointment  of  committee  to  draft  letter  to  Canadians  ac- 

cordingly,   13 

3.  .\ddress  to  inhabitants  of,  •   26 

4.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  discountenancing  expe- 

ditions or  incursions  into,   30 

5.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  merchants  of,  respecting 

the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  between  New-York  and 
Canada,  and  the  general  views  of  the  confederated  Colo- 
nies,   40 
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CANADA— CoNTINtTED. 

Letter  from  Joseph  Warren,  President  of  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  Massachusetts  Bay,  respecting  di.-position  ol  in- 
habitants of,  \    54 

Letter  from  Gov.  Trumbull,  recommending  James  Dean,  a 
young  man  lately  returned  from  a  mission  among  the 
tribes  of  Indians  in,  .   ^      ^3  ■j^ 

Letter  from  Jacob  Bayley,  of  Gloucester  county,  rcsiu  i  tni"  ' 
dispositions  of  French  and  Indians  in;  and  answr  of 
Committee  of  Safety,   j;^ 

Letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler  respecting  disposition  of  Imli.ins 
in,  and  attempts  to  induce  them  to  enlist  with  the  Bruish,  M6 

Letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler,  respecting  military  operalions'  "'^ 

against,  and  dispositions  of  inhabitants,   ^,,7  [jj^ 

(See  Prisoners,  17.)  ' 

Letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler,  containing  information  of  the  sur- 
render of  Chamblee,  and  the  probable  reduction  of  St. 
Johns,  ,   ^(^., 

Letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler,  informing  of  the  surrender  of  St. 
Johns,  '   ...  2uo 

Letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler,  informing  of  the  surrender  of 
Montreal,   oqj 

Resolutions  of  Continental  Consress  relative  to  raising  troops 
for  defence  of  arrangement  of,   joO 

Repulse  of  Continental  troops  at  Quebec   2bt> 

Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress  for  raising  an  army  for 

defence  of,   illo,  266 

Attack  on  Quebec;  death  of  Gen.  Montgomery,  and  capture 
of  Col.  Arnold's  detachment   2S6,  287 

Information  relative  to  condiliou  of,  communicated  to  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  by  Col.  Ritzema,   291 

Information  relative  to  the  arrangement  of  troops  in,  com. 
municated  by  Col  liilzcma,  to  Provincial  Congress,   ;J26 

Letter  lroi":i  Gen.  Scliuyler  to  General  Lee,  relative  to  condi- 
tion ol  troops  in,lkc-   347  343 

Report  of  Committee  on  application  of  llie  wives  of  sohliers 
in,  for  advances  of  pay  ;  and  requisition  on  Treasurer  for 
such  advances,   3JS  35] 

Resolutions  of  Continental  Consress  for  the  employment  ol' 
6,0U0  militia,  and  a  number  of  Indians,  for  the  reinkn-ce- 
ment  of  the  army  in  :  respective  apportionments  of  M,Ts>a- 

ehusetts,  New-York,  Connecticut  and  New-Hampshire   4S2 

CANADIANS. 

(See  Connecticut  2.  Quebec.  Canada.) 
(See  Montreal.  Schuyler,  Philip,  21.) 
CANDELL,  JOHN. 

Petition  of;  ordered  to  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House 

for  examination,  Sec   li!7 

Examination  of  witnesses  against,  and  committment   ]29 

Petition  of  John  McKenney  for  enlargement  of ;  and  order 

of  discharge,     135 

CAUGHNAWAGA  INDIANS. 

Letter  from  Albany  committee  respecting  belligerent  pro- 
ceedings ot",  at  Montreal   54 

History  of  embassy  to,  and  conference  of  Stoekbridie  Indi- 
ans with,  transmitted  to  Provincial  Congress  hy  Knliert 
Y'ates  of  Albany,   95 

History  of  conference  with,  by  delegation  ol'  four  warriors 
sent  by  commissioners  of  Indian  affairs  from  the  Six  Na- 
tions, transmitted  by  'Volckert  P.  Douw,  of  Albany,  . .  .  169,  170 
CANNON.  (Sec  Artillery.) 

Letter  from  Nicholas  Low,  transmitting  a  pair  of  nine 
pound  cannon,  presented  by  Isnac  Gouverneur,  of  Curacoa; 
and  letter  from  Provincial  Comrrt  ss,  accepting  liie  s  iine,  1*6 

Directed  to  be  marked  and  sent  to  the  fort  at  tlie  Highland.-,  156 

Col.  McDousall  directed  to  procure  of  Capt.  Antiiouy  Jiut- 
gers,  and  forwarded  to  Gen.  'W'asliinston,   240 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  Kobert  Livinsston.  re- 
specting the  casting  of,  <S:c   263 

(See  King's  Bridge.) 

Report  of  committee  and  procecdincs  of  Provincial  Congress, 

relative  to  expense.  Sec.  of  guarding,  at  Valentine's   .342 

,Sce  City  and  County  of  New-Y'ork,  139.) 

Appointment  of  committee  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  ob- 
taining, &c  ,  7*^6 

Appointment  of  commissioners   S13 

CAPTAIN-GENERAL.  (Sec  Washington,  George.) 

CAPTAINS.  (See  Livingston,  Henry  B.) 

Hardenburgh,  Cornelius,  Stewart,  James, 

Horton,  Jonathan,  Deane,  Gilbert, 

Child,  Increase,  Storm,  Thomas, 

Pearse,  Nathan,  'Van  Gaasbeck,  Pctrus, 
Hyatt,  Ezekiel,            ,  ■ Scrihner,  Nalhanicl, 

Hunt,  Jesse,  De  Witt,  Jacob  Kuizen, 

O'Hara,  Henry,  Clark,  William. 

Allen,  Heman,  Ludlum,  M'illiam, 

Schoonmaker,  Petrus,  White,  George, 

Durlin,  John,  Houston,  John, 

Smith,  Melancton,  Dellivan,  Samuel, 

Townsend,  Micah,  Baldwin,  Alexin mlcr, 

Dutcher,  William,  Wnldron,  Adoiph, 

Le  Dicu,  Abraham,  Bradt,  John  .-V. 

Dan,  David,  WoodhuU,  Ebenezer, 
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Salisbury,  Sylvester,  Hasbrouck,  Elias, 

Pulvet,  HenJrick,  Rosekrans,  Jacobus, 

Tea  BroecU,  Leonard,  Vates,  Christopher  P. 

Schoonmaker,  Hendrick,  Broome,  Samuel, 

Conkey,  Joshua,  AV'ynkoop,  Jacobus, 

Piatt,  Nathaniel  Hulbert,  John, 

Fansher,  AVilliam,  Dubois,  Lewis, 

Waite,  Benjamin,  Tryon  County,  12, 

Sacket,  Samuel,  Benson,  Sampson, 

Payne,  Samuel,  Smith,  Philius, 

BiUings,  Andrew,  Queens  County,  13, 

Lyon,  David,  Thorne,  Stephen, 

Grennel,  John,  Sands,  John, 

Ledyard,  Benj.  Hutchins,  Amos, 

Lamb,  John,  Jackson,  William, 

Nicholson,  John,  Riker,  Abraham, 

Benedict,  Elisha,  Davis,  Jolin, 

Herrick,  Rufiis,  Strong.  Selah, 

Griffing,  Daniel,  Marvin,  Seth, 

Horton,  Ambrose,  Moss,  Isaac, 

Benedict,  Joseph,  •  Demoth,  Marcus, 

Johnston,  Robert,  Roos,  Jacobus, 

Lent,  Peter,  Rangers, 
Bruyn,  Jacobus,  Schoonmaker,  Frederick, 

Denton,  Daniel, 

CARMAN,  JOSHUA  Jr. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  adjutant  of  regiment  of  minute  men,  in 

Dutchess  county,   135 

CARPENTER,  JOHN. 
1.  Requisition  on  Treasurer,  in  favour  of,  for  erection  of  pow- 
der mill  in  Orange  county,    531 

CARPENTER,  JOHN.  (See  Wisner,  Henry.) 

CARTER,  JOHN. 
1.  Information  given  by,  to  Provincial  Congress,  relating  to  pro- 
ceedings at  Boston,   Ill 

CASTLE,  CAPT.  ROBERT.  (See  Ships  and  Vessels,  104.) 

CHANCELLOR. 
1.  Election  of  Robert  R.  Livingston,  as,   910 

CHAPLAINS.  (See  Clergy.) 

1.  Appointment  of  Rev.  John  Peter  Testard,  as  chaplain  to  Co- 

lonial troops,     67 

2.  Appointment  of  Israel  Evans  as,  I'or  1st  regiment,   99 

3.  do  do  for  Ist  and  3d  regiments,. . .  492 

4.  Appointment  of  Rev.  <Mr.  Lewis,  to  open  proceedings  of  Con- 

vention with  prayer,   519 

5.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,   545 

6.  Appointment  of,  to  preach  bel'ore  Convention  on  fast  day,  re- 

commended by,   554 

7.  Appointment  of  Rev.  Joseph  Treat,  as  chaplain  to  Cols. 

Lasher's  and  Malcom's  battalions,  in  Brigadier-tieneral 
Scott's  brigade ;  and  of  Rev.  John  Elliot  to  Col.  Saml. 
Drake's  and  Col.  Humphrey's  resiments,   590 

8.  Appointment  of  Rev.  Samuel  Provost,  as  chaplain  to  Conven- 

tion; declension  of,   810,  818 

9.  Appointment  of  Rev.  John  Rodgers  as,   818 

CHARLOTTE  COUNTY. 

1.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  first  Provincial 

Congress,  9,  44,  81,  89 

2.  Letter  from  committee  of  Manchester,  in,  resiiecting  proceed- 

ings of  certain  disaifected  persons,  to  stop  the  courts  of  jus- 
tice at  Fort  Edward,  and  answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,  72 

3.  List  of  men  who  went  from  Manchester,  in,  lo  Ticonderoga, 

ander  the  command  of  Lieut.  Joseph  Lockwood,  and  ac- 
counts of,   74 

4.  Letter  to  committee  of,  requesting  the  attendance  of  Delegates 

in  Provincial  Congress   199 

5.  Names  and  credentials  of  Delegates  from,  to  second  Provin- 

cial Congress,   297 

9.  Return  of  field  officers  of  1st  regiment,  in   311 

7.  Return  of  officers  for  |>recincts  ol  Granville  and  Black  creek, 

and  township  of  .\rgyle   311 

8.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  third  Provincial 

Congress,   449,  4.55 

9.  Letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler  to  Provincial  Consress,  respecting 

petition  of  Mr.  Duer,  relative  to  election  of  Deputies 
from   432 

10.  Names  and  credentials  of  llcputies  from,  to  Convention,. . .  524 

(See  Militia,  25.) 
(See  Stevens,  Simon  ) 

11.  Colonels  of  regiments  in,  directed  to  make  returns  to  Conven- 

tion,   553 

12.  Report  of  committee  and  requisition  on  Treasurer,  in  favour 

of  Maj.  Alexander  Webster,  for  payment  of  wages  and 
lubsistence  of  corps  of  raneers  of,  728,  760 

13.  Letter  from  commiitee  of.  inl'ormins  of  the  despatch  of  a 

company  of  rangers  from,  to  Ticonderoga,   817 

14.  Letter  from  Committee  of  h^alety  to  Continental  Congress, 

relative  to  disalTections  in,   820,  821 

15.  Llstructions  to  Deleg'ition  from  this  State,  in  Congress,  rela- 

tive  to  the  admission  ol  persons  claiming  to  represent  in 
Congress,   869 

16.  Election  of  Edward  Savage,  as  sheriff  of,   912 

(See  Resolutions  of  Convention,  137.) 
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CHARLOTTE  COUNTY— Comtiwed; 

17.  Appointment  of  judges  of,    917 

18.  Letter  from  Col.  John  Williams,  Maj.  .Mexandcr  Webster, 

and  Ebenezer  Clark,  Ksf(.  to  Council  of  .'Safety,  respecting 

the  proceedings  ami  comlilion  of  inhaiiitants  ol,   077 

19.  Resolutions  of  Council  of  .Safety  thereon   979 

20.  Appointment  of  commissioners  in,  lor  selling  and  disposing  of 

the  etl'ecls  of  disaffected  persons  . .  1079 

21.  Petition  of  John  Gibson,  John  Todd,  and  twenty  other  citi- 

zens of,  mostly  emigrants  from  Ireland,  and  who  had  join- 
ed Burgoyne's  army,  fur  pardon:  proceedings  of  Council 
of  Safety  thereon,.  1U!I2,  1(193 

22.  Resolutions  of  Convention,  recommending  relief  to  the  dis- 

tressed and  suffering  inhabitants  of,    1103 

CHIEF  JUSTICE. 

1.  Election  of  John  Jay,  as,   910 

CHILD,  CAPT.  INCREASE. 

1.  Authorized  to  raise  a  company  lor  Continental  service  ;  offi- 

cers of,   405,  435 

2.  Order  for  commissioner  to,   498 

CIVIL  OFFICERS. 
1.  Proceedings  of  Convention  in  framing  Constitution,  relative  to 

the  election  and  appointment  of,    873,  874,  875,  MlO 

(See  Elections.) 
(See  Judicial  Officers.) 
(See  Council  of  Appointment.) 
CLAUGHRY,  JAMES. 

I.  Appointment  of,  as  lieutenant-colonel  in  Ulster  county  mili- 

tia,   135 

CANTINE,  JOHANNES. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  major,  Ulster  county  militia,   135 

CLARK,  CAPT.  WILLIAM. 
1.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  payment  and 

bounty  of  corps  of  rangers,  commanded  by,   695 

CLERGY.    (See  Chaplains.) 

1.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  inviting  to  open  proceed- 

ings of,  daily,  with  prayer,   9 

2.  Arrangements  for,   11 

3.  Exemption  of,  from  drafts  for  militia,  in  the  city  of  New- 

York,   496 

(See  Queens  County,  .i'h) 
(See  Keteltas,  Rev.  Abraham.) 

CLINTON,  GEORGE. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  brigadier-general  of  the  militia  of  Ulster 

and  Orange,  Dutchess  and  Westchester  counties,   5(i3 

2.  Directed  to  march  his  forces  to  the  f  ort  on  the  north  side  of 

King's  Bridge,  and  to  take  command  of  the  troops  of  horse 
in  the  counties  of  Ulster,  Orange  and  Westchester  ;  letter 
from  Convention  to,   563,  567 

3.  Statement  by,  of  the  condition  and  strength  of  the  troops  un- 

der his  command,   570 

4  Letter  from,  relative  to  bounty  due  the  troops,  and  requisition 

on  Treasurer,  in  favour  of.   t)02 

5.  Directed  to  appreheml  and  detain  such  portions  of  the  militia 

and  levies  of  Cnls.  Smitli  and  Remsen's  regiments,  in 
Kings  and  Queens  counties,  as  may  have  been  disbanded 
or  suffered  to  disperse,   605 

6.  Letter  from,  relative  to  desertions  from  his  brigade,  &c   C22 

7.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  respecting  the  obstruc- 

tions to  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river   624 

8.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  respecting  the  move- 

ments of  the  enemy's  Ueet,  up  the  Hudson  river,   669 

9.  Letter  from,  respcctins  proceedings  of,  in  the  obstruction  of 

the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river,   731 

10.  Directed  to  co-operate  with  Maj.  Genls.  Lee  and  Gates,  in 
harassing  and  distressing  the  enemy  in  New-Jersey,  and  in 
securing  the  passes  at  the  Highlands  ;  militia  of  Oranae 
and  Ulster  counties,  and  Copts.  De  Witt  and  Hasbruuck's 
companies  of  rangers  placed  under  command  of;  requisi- 
tion on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  defraying  expenses  of', 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,   746 

II.  Letter  from  Ci 'omittee  of  Safety  to,  informing  of  the  de- 

spatch of  Cols.  i\lalcnm  and  Thomas,  with  their  rcL'i- 
ments,  to  Westchester  county,  for  the  removal  of  the  stock 
and  crain  from  said  county,   719 

12.  Directed  to  raise  l,Oii()  men,  from  the  counties  of  Dutchess, 

Orange,  Ulster  and  Wejtchc-ter,   754 

13.  Authorized  to  dismiss  all  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Orange 

and  Ulster,  e.xcept  live  hundred  men,   759 

14.  Letter  from,  relative  to  proceedings  of,  and  informing  of  ihe 

battles  at  Trenton  and  Princeton,  and  the  movements  of  Ge- 
neral Washiniton   665 

15  Notice  of  motion  tor  the  appointment  of,  as  a  major-general.  798 

16.  Letter  from,  informing  of  the  raising  of  500  men  in  Orange 

and  Ulster  counties   803 

17.  Report  of  committee  relative  to  the  disposition  of  articles  ta- 

ken by  the  militia  of  brigade  of,   Kl  1 

18.  Letter  from,  transmittini  proceeilinss  of  court  martial  in  tlie 

cases  of  Samuel  Knap  rnd  .Samuel  Uivine,  sentenceil  to  suf. 

fer  death,  and  requesting  a  pardon  for  said  individuals,  . .  814 

19.  Appointment  of,  and  instructions  to,  committee,  to  confer 

with,  relative  to  his  forces  for  defending  the  passes  com- 
mitted to  his  care :  report  of  committee,. . ..  813,  716,  831,  832 
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CLINTON,  GEORGE— Continued. 

80.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favor  of,  for  his  altendance  in 

Congress,  ■  839,  840 

21.  Letter  from  Convention  to  Conliuental  Congress  recoinracnJ- 
ing  llic  appointment  of,  to  the  command  of  the  fortresses 
■t  the  Highlands,   840 

t2.  Letter  from  Convention  to,  relative  to  the  prov'ress  of  the 
works  for  obstructing  the  navisiation  ol'  the  Hudson  river,. 

J3.  Authorized  to  call  out  the  militia  of  Dutcliess,  Oranae,  Ulster 
and  Westchester  counties  for  the  protcciinn  of  the  passes 
of  the  Highlands,  and  to  oppose  the  incursions  of  the  ene- 
my, •    

24.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress  appointing,  to  the  com- 

mand of  the  fortresses  at  the  Highlands,  with  the  rank  of 
brigadier-general,   S60 

25.  Directed  to  provide  for  the  security  and  protection  of  West- 

chester county,   869 

26.  Appointment  of  committee  to  inquire  into  the  refusal  of  a  por- 

tion of  the  militia  of  Dutchess  to  obey  the  orders  of,  and 
resolution  of  Convention  authorizing,  to  make  such  dispo- 
sition of  the  oiFicers  under  his  command  as  he  shall  deem 
conducive  to  the  public  service,    901 

27.  Letter  from  Convention  to,  respecting  the  disposition  of  pri- 

soners sent  from  Fort  .Montgomery,   914 

23.  Letter  from,  requesting  leave  to  resign  his  commission  as  bri- 
gadier-general of  the  militia  of  I'lsler  and  Urange  counties; 
and  transmitting  the  proceedings  and  testimony  against 
sundry  persons  tried  at  a  court  martial  at  Fort  JMontgo- 
mery  ;  proceedings  of  Convention  thereon,  921,  9^2,  to  ^)2S,  929 

29.  Resolution  of  Convention  refusing  to  accept  resignation  of, 

stating  the  grounds  of  such  refusal   929 

30.  Vote  of  thanks  to,  for  his  long  and  faithful  services  as  a  Dele- 

gate in  Continental  Congress,   931 

31.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safely  to,  respecting  the  refusal  to  ac- 
cept his  resignation,  

Letter  from,  to  Council,  respecting  the  obstruction  of  the  na- 
vigation of  the  Hudson  river,  and  ansiver  of  Council,.  191 
Letter  from,  to  Council,  respecting  the  appointment  of  pa)'- 

master  and  other  officers  in  Col.  Duhoys'  reiiment,  

Letter  from,  to  Council  of  Safety,  giving  an  account  of  his 
proceedings  in  the  reinforcement  of  the  army,  and  ol  tlie 
garrison  at  the  Highland?,  and  eiu'losins;  a  letter  from 
Gen.  Washington,  giving  information  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  enemy,  and  requesting  a  reinforcement  at  Peekskill,. . 

35.  Answer  of  Council  of  Safety,   

3f).  Election  of,  as  Governor  ;  and  letter  of  Council  of  Safety  to, 

informing  him  thereof,   990,  991 

37.  Answer  of  Gov.  Clinton   993 

3S.  Resolutions  of  Council  of  Safely  rcque'^tin?,  to  enter  upon  the 

discharge  of  his  duties  as  Governor  

3'.'.  Letter  from  Gen.  Washington  to  Council,  susgesting  the  pro. 
pricty  of  an  extension  of  the  powers  ve-tcd  in,  for  calling 
out  the  military  of  Dutchess,  Orange,  l  ister  and  West. 

Chester  counties,   1013 

■10.  .Vnswer  of  Council,   1014 

41.  <  'ttth  of  otfice  administered  to,  as  governor,  and  proclamation  of 

Council  of  Safety  thereon,   1021 

(See  Governor. ) 

42.  Letter  from,  to  Council  of  Safety,  expressing  his  readiness  to 

re-assume  the  command  of  the  militia  in  the  northern  part 
of  tliis  State,  and  informing  of  the  transler  of  Gen;  Schuy- 
ler to  the  army  under  Gen.  Washington  ;  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  Gen.  tiates  to  the  command  of  the  northern  army  ; 
answer  of  Counril,   1035, 

43.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to,  requesting  the  despatch  of 

a  party  against  Capt.  iMan,  ol  Schoharie,  encaged  in  co- 
operating with  the  enemy  ;  answer  of  Governor,. . .  1036,  1040 

44.  Letter  from  Council  of  SaU-ty  enclosing  letters  from  the  Al- 

bany and  German  P  latl';  committees, relating  to  the  distres- 
sed situation  of  the  northern  frontiers,  and  accounts  of  the 
battle  near  Fort  .Schuyler   1038 

45.  Answer  of  Gov.  Clinton,    1039 

46.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to,  respecting  the  refusal  of  in- 

habitants of  the  IManor  of  Livingston  to  march  to  Stillwa- 
ter V   1040 

47.  Letter  from,  to  Council  of  Safety,  relative  to  the  condition  of 

the  northern  army   1042 

48.  Letter  from,  to  Council  of  Safety,  relative  to  the  battle  of 

Bennington,  the  death  of  Gen.  Herkimer,  and  the  proceed- 
ings of  Gen.  Arnold  and  the  norllicrn  army,  &c.  <ic   1048 

49.  Letter  from,  to  Council  of  Safety,  inlbrmin^  nf  the  raising  of 

the  siege  of  Fort  Schuyler  by  the  enemy,  and  of  their 
march  to  Oswego,   1048, 

60.  Letter  from,  to  Council  of  Safety,  transmittinir  an  account  of 
the  attack  upon  the  troops  under  command  of,  at  Doodle 
town, near  Fort  Montgomery  :  the  destruction  ol  the  Con- 
tinental ships  and  Fort  Constitution  by  the  Americans, and 
advices  received  as  to  the  intention  and  movements  of  the 
enemy,   1063,  1064,  1065,  1060 

6L  Letter  from,  to  Council  of  Safety,  relative  to  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings of,   1067, 

62,  Letter  from,  to  Council  of  Safety,  transmitting  a  letter  from 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Gen.  Burgoyne,  taken  from  Daniel 
Taylor,  a  spy,  • ;  •  • 

53.  Letter  from,  to  Council  of  Safety,  respecting  the  disposition 
of  Colo.  Wemple's  and  Livingston's  regiments,  

M.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to,  respccling  the  traosporta- 
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1049 


1069 


1068 
1074 


55. 


56. 


CLINTON,  GEORGE-CoNTiNUED. 
tton  of  flour  out  of  the  State  ;  and  a  contemplated  expedi- 
tion to  the  city  of  New-York  

Letter  from,  to  Council  of  Salcty,  recominendin"  relVt-'f'  "to 
ship  carpenters  employed  in  building  the  ConluienUil  fri- 
gates,   

Report  of  committee  appointed  to  confer  with'.'Jn  iheV.vpi'di- 
ency  of  a  Convention  of  the  Legislature,   '  m-ig 

Letter  from,  to  Council  of  Safety,  "  ' 

Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to,  transmitting  resoliiiii.M';  of 
recommending  the  prevention  of  llaiis  of  truce  excr  pt  upon 
urgent  occasions  "  


1077 


10S2 


1090 
1093 


1101 


CLIXTON,  JAMES. 

Appointment  of,  as  Col.  ofthird  regiment,   y.i 

Report  from,  as  to  condition  of  regiment,  \  i(g 

To  muster  his  regiment,  \  \  \  (,y 

Sundry  articles  of  military  stores  directed  to  be  sent  to,  '  iiy 

Ordered  to  proceed  to  Albany  with  the  men  under  his  com 

■^^""i  •   105 

(See  Van  Schaack,  Goose,  4.) 
(See  Livingston,  Henry,  Jr.  3.) 

Appointment  of,  as  colonel  of  Ulster  county  militia,   135 

Letter  to,  covering  account  of  expenses  lor  anprehending  and 
conveying  to  Albany  13  deserters  belonging  to  Capt.  John- 
son's company  in  regiment  of,  and  requesting  suspension 

of,  of  their  pay,   195 

Return  of  regiment  of,  from  Lieut.  Col.  James  McClnahiy, 
commanding,  transmitting  a  scheme  for  raising  nuniiie 
men,  or  having  one  fourth  of  the  militia  always  in  ri:adi- 

ness   377 

Appointment  of  companies  to  regiment  of,   424 

Letter  from,  transmitting  a  return  of  articles  wanted  at  the 
fortifications  at  the  Highlands,  and  requesting  a  reinforce- 
ment; answer  of  committee,   616.  617 

Warrant  to,  for  impressing  sloops  for  the  removal  of  the  sick 

toOrangetown   617 

Letter  from,  respecting  the  condition  of  the  fortiiicalions  at 

the  Highlands,   (350 

Directed  to  give  orders  for  searching  all  boats,  and  securing 

all  suspected  persons  passing  up  and  down  Hudson's  river,  673 
Return  of  otticers  and  men  in  garrison  at  Forts  .Montgomery 

and  Constitution,  under  the  command  of,   777 

CLOPPKR,  CORNELIUS. 

1.  Report  of  committee  and  resolutions  and  proceedinns  of  Con. 

vention  on  petition  of  wife  and  dan2liter  of,  relative  to 
personal  eslate  of,  and  removal  to  Pou^rhkeepsie,   .■<72,  904 

2.  Resolution  of  Council  of  Safely  relative  lo  claim  of  proper. 

ty  in  slaves,   942 

CLOTHING  OF  TROOPS. 

1.  Directions  of  Provincial  Congress  respecting,  

2.  Direi'.tions  of  Committee  of  Safety,   75 

3.  Letter  from  Marinus  Willet  and  other  ollicers,  lo  Provincial 

Congress,  respecting,   89 

(See  Livingston,  Henry  U.  3,; 
(See  Ulster  County,  6,  7t.) 
(See  Continental  Congress,  64,  166,  257.) 
(See  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  92.) 
(See  Curtenius,  Peter  T.) 
1.  Resolutions  of  Convention  making  jirovision  for   6,57,  667 

5.  Letter  from  committee  of  Continental  Conixress  to  Conven- 

tion, transmitting  SIO,000  for  provisions  for,   676 

6.  Letter  to  brigadier-generals  relative  to  provisions  ol,   695 

7.  Letter  from  Abraham  Livingston,  relative  to  the  forwarding 

of  the  army   761 

8.  Letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  relative  to,  purchased  for  the 

troops  of  the  State  of  New-Vork   764 

9.  Appointment  of  committee  for  providing  blankets  and  stock- 

ings for   774 

10.  Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safely,  directini  application  to 
be  made  to  every  householder  in  the  several  counties 

therein  named,  for  furnishing  blankets  and  hose  for   780 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Sniely  to  (ien.  Washington,  rela- 
tive to,  detained  by  order  of  Convention,  for  the  use  of  the 

troops  in  t'lis  State   782,  783 

Appointment  of  John  Henry,  as  commissary,  and  Cornelius 

Cregier,  assistant  commissary  of  clothing  store,   807 

13.  Inventory  of  goods  in  store  for,    820 

14.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  for,   820,  981 

(See  Privateers.  15.) 

15.  Directions  for  the  disposition  of  a  quantity  of,  purchased  by 
William  Hoskins  

(See  Henry,  John.) 

16.  Directions  to  Philip  Leake,  to  purchase,   ^'^I 

COCK,  JOHN.  (See  Westchester  County,  8,  11,  12.) 
COFFIN.  CAPTAIN  GEORGE. 

Letter  from  Provincial  Congress,  to  Delegates  in  Continental 
Congress,  respectins  lading  of  provisions  consigned  to 
Messrs.  Lopez  and  Rome,  at  Rhode  Island,  for  the  use  ol 

the  army  and  navy  at  Boston,  on  hoard  ship  of,   38 

Papers  relating  to  vessel  and  cargo  of,  referred  10  general 

committee  of  association  at  New- York,   93 

GOLDEN,  CADWALLADER. 
Report,  resolutions  and  proceedings  of  committee  for  detect- 
ing and  defeating  conspiracies,  on  the  case  ol,   762, 


763 


INDEX. 


1127 


PAGE. 

GOLDEN,  CADWALLADER— Continued. 

2.  Letter  from,  requesting  a  hearing  bel'ore  the  House;  resolu- 

tion, granting  such  rcnuest,   "GS 

3.  Letter  from,  informing  of  his  return  to  iiis  family,  and  his 

readiness  to  appear  when  required  by  Convention,  to  an- 
swer the  charges  againat  him,  -  7S4 

4.  Permitted  to  repair  on  parol  to  Fishkill,  for  the  purpose  of 

availing  himself  of  the  benettt  of  the  resolution  of  Cou- 
Teotion  for  the  discharge  of  disallectetl  persons,  taking  the 

oath  of  allegiance  and  hdelity   S29 

6.  Interrogations  by  Council  of  saiety  to;  answer  of ;  and  order 

for  confinement  as  a  prisoner  on  parol,    1U71,  1072 

COLLECTORS. 

1.  Resolution  directing  the  election  of,  in  the  several  towns,. . . .  818 

COLLECTORS. 

(See  County  Committees,  4.) 
(See  Town  Committees,  4.) 
COLONELS. 

1.  Appointment  of,  for  several  regiments,  62,  135, 528,  534,  568 

2.  Circular  from  Committee  of  Sately  to,  requesting  certain  in- 

formation relative  to  condilion  of  their  respective  regi- 
ments,  •   81 

(See  Blackwell,  Jacob.) 

3.  Return  of  field  officers  of  the  militia  of  Tryon  cotmty,   139 

4.  Directions  to,  by  Provincial  Congress,  to  muster  their  men, 

completely  armed  and  equipped,  at  some  convenient  ren- 
dezvous, in  case  of  any  public  alarm,   177 

(See  Hasbrouck,  Jonathan,) 
(See  NicoU,  Isaac.) 
(See  Drake,  Samuel  ) 
(See  Livingston,  James.) 
(See  Dubois,  Lewis.) 

5.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress,  requiring  them  to  be  in 

readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,   337 

(See  Thomas,  Thomas.) 
(See  Van  Cortlandt,  Pierre.) 
(See  Pawling,  Levi.) 

COLOMAL  DEBT.  (See  Public  Debt.) 

COLONIAL  PAPER  CURRENCY. 

1.  Order  of  Provincial  Congress  for  emission  of,   239,  435 

2.  Appointment  of  committee  to  report  a  plan  for  the  emission 

of,  &c   316 

3.  Report  of  committee;  adopted  32U,  33S,  339 

4.  Loan  officers  directed  to  receive  in  payment  of  loans   330 

5.  Provision  for  suppressing  counterieits  of,   414 

(See  Counterfeit  Bills.) 
(See  New-York  City  and  County.) 
(See  BiUs  of  Credit.) 
COLONIAL  TROOPS. 

1.  Proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  relative  to  arrangement 

of,  55,56,  57,  59.  62,  84,  97,  103,  104,  lliy,  114.  to  116 

2.  Draft  of  warrant  and  instructions  to  officers  relative  to  enlist- 

ments of,   57 

3.  Report  of  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  otficers  of,  ....  59 

4.  Provision  for  clothing  and  ammunition  for,  59,  75 

5.  Uniforms  of;  drums,   65 

6.  Appointment  of  chaplain  to  67 

7.  Resolution  fixing  pay  and  uniform  of,  and  allowance  for  use 

of  arms,     101 

8.  Militia  bill,   114  to  116 

(See  Lamb,  John,  7.) 

9.  Report  relative  to  payments  made  to   210 

10.  Accounts  of  moneys  paid  to,  transmitted  to  General  Schuyler,  211 

11.  Letter  from  Committee  of  .Safety  to  Delegation  in  Continen- 

tal Congress,  respecting  provision  for  reimbursement  of 
billeting  money  to  olficer.^  of  New- York  battalions,. . .  245,246 

12.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  providing  lor  the  rais- 

ing of  four  battalions  for  defence  of  Colony   265 

13.  Nominations  of  field  ollicers  for,   328 

(See  New- York  Battalions.) 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.I 

(See  Washington,  George.) 

COMMISSARY  OF  MILITARY  STORES. 
(See  Norwood,  Richard.) 
(See  Curtenius,  Peter.) 

COMMISSARY  OF  PR0VI,-;I0NS  AND  STORES. 
(See  Curtenius,  Peter.) 
(See  Livingston,  Waller.) 
1.  Ordered  by  Provincial  Congress  to  deliver  articles  purchased 

to  Gen.  Schuyler,  on  taking  his  receipt  therefor,   59 

(See  Hughes,  Hugh.) 
(See  Livingston,  Abraham.) 
(See  Coombe,  George.) 
(See  Pauldins,  William.) 
(See  Hay,  Col.  A.  Hawkcs.) 
(See  Tewnsend,  Robert.) 
(Sec  Bartow,  Theodorus.) 
(See  Piatt,  Zephaniah.) 
(See  Wyckoir,  Henry.) 
(See  Schenck,  Pa  il.) 
(See  Currie,  David.) 
(See  Prisoners  of  War,  22.) 
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COMMISSARY  OF  PROVISIONS  AND  STORES— Continuep. 
2.  Resolution  of  Council  of  Sasety,  appointing  a  commilte  to  in- 
vestigate abuses  in   1092 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  LOAN  OFFICE. 

(See  Van  Rensselaer,  Henry  I.) 
(See  Ten  Broeck,  Dirck.) 
COMMISSIONERS  OF  SEQUESTRATION. 

1.  Resolution  of  Convention,  appointing  in  the  several  counties,  .*  J6, 

Htil,  907 

(See  Petitions,  53,  54.) 

2.  Instructions  to,  and  authority  to  lease  lands  and  tenements  of 

persons  joining  the  enemy,   y30,  931 

(See  Albany  City  and  Countv,  82  ) 
(See  Westchester  County,  96,'97,  9^.) 
(See  Charlotte  Countv,  19.) 
(See  Ludlow,  William  H.) 
COMMISSIONS. 
1.  Draft  of,  for  officers  in  militia,  independent  companies  and  mi- 
nute men,   141 

COMMISSIONERS  FOR  DETECTING  CONSPIRACIES. 

1.  Appointment  of,   ^03 

2.  Letter  from,  transmitting  information  of  an  attack,  by  Col. 

Willett's  troops,  upon  the  advanced  post  of  the  enemy, 
and  of  their  disposition  and  force;  answer  of  Conven- 
tion,   650 

3.  Authorized  to  raise,  pay  and  officer  a  company  for  the  de- 

fence of  the  State,   .S72 

4.  Directed  to  transmit  the  names,  and  direct  the  delivery  to 

Gen.  George  Clinton,  of  prisoners  confined  in  tlie  counties 

of  Ulster,  Orange  and  Dutchess,  for  trial  by  court  martial,  8-9 

5.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of   961,  99J,  1105 

COMMITTEE  OF  CONFERENCE  AND  AKR.'^NGE- 
MENT  FOR  THE  PROTECTION  AND  DEFENCE 
OF  THE  NORTHERN  AND  WESTERN  FRON- 
TIERS. 

1.  Report  of,  699  to  705 

COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

1.  Appointment  of  members  of,  from  the  several  counties,  to  sit 

during  the  recess  of  Provincial  Congress,  and  power  of,  69,  70, 
135,  136,  222,  223,  232,  363,  364,  577,  614,  629,  639,  643,648,  663, 
677,739. 

2.  Chairman  of,  Henry  Williams,   71 

3.  Report  nf  proceedings  of,   SO,  92 

4.  Proceedings  approved,  and  vote  of  thanks,   93 

5.  Directed  to  purchase  and  distribute  copies  of  sundry  acts  of 

Parliament,  complained  of  as  grievous  to  the  Colonics.. .  .  -28 

6.  Authorized  to  apply  X80,000  to  llie  defence  and  security  of 

the  Colony     232 

7.  Circular  by,  to  county  committees,  relative  to  the  election  of 

Delegates  to  General  Assembly   236 

8.  Letter  from,  recommending  the  convening  of  Provincial  Con- 

gress,   410 

9.  Ratification  of  facts  and  proceedings  of,  by  Convention,....  887 

COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY  AND  CORRESPONDENCE. 

1.  Resolution  of  Convention  appointing,  for  that  part  of  the 

State  below  the  Highlands,   '.  612,  613,  627 

2.  Directed  to  take  from  the  doors  of  the  houses  in  the  city  of 

New-York,  the  brass  knockers,  and  forward  the  same  to 

Newark,   613 

COMMITTEE  OF  SECRECY. 
1.  Resolution  of  Convention,  authorizing  the  impressment  of 
conveyances,  horses  and  driver.'-,  by,  and  the  calling  out 
the  militia  when  necessary  ;  .appropriation  of  X.5,000  /or,.  52.? 

COMMODORES.    (See  Smith,  James.) 

1.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  Maj.  Douglass,  respect- 

ing services  on  the  lakes,   371,  372 

2.  Answer  of  Major  Douglass,   382 

3-  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Continental  Congress, 

recommending  Capt.  Wynkoop  to  command  of  vessels  on 

the  lakes,   382 

(See  Wynkoop,  Jacobus.) 

COMMON  PR.A.YER. 
1.  Letter  from  Convention  to  Continental  Congress,  suggesting 
the  propriety  of  expunging  such  parts  of,  as  interfere  with 
the  interests  of  the  American  cause,   521 

COMPANIES  OF  MILITIA. 
1.  Recommended  to  be  formed  in  the  several  cities,  manors, 

towns,  precincts  and  districts,   104 

CONFISCATED  PROPERTY. 

(See  Clopper,  Cornelius.) 
(Sec  Forfeited  Estates.) 
(See  Commissioners  of  Sequestration.) 
(See  Ludlow,  William  H.) 
1.  Order  for  payment  into  the  treasury,  of  the  avails  of  seven 
pipes  of  wine,  the  property  of  Hamilton  Young,  of  New- 
York,    902 

CONGRESS. 

1.  Proceedings  of  Convention  in  framing  Constitution,  relative 

to  the  choice  of  Delegates  in,    877,  878 

(See  Continental  Congress.) 

2.  Election  of  Philip  Schuyler,  Philip  Livingston,  James  Duane, 

William  Duer  and  Governuer  Morris,  as  Delegates  in,. .  93] 
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CONKEY,  CAPT.  JOSHUA. 
1  Put  and  subsistence  roll  of  company  of  rangers,  commanded 
by,  in  Charlotte  county,  and  requisition  on  Treasurer  in 
favour  of,   822 

CONNECTICUT. 

I  ^(tendance  of  committee  from  House  of  Representatives  of 
Colony  of,  and  conference  with,  respecting  tlie  common 
welfare,  10,  11 

•>  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Governor  and  Company 
of,  respecting  removal  of  artillery  and  stores  from  Ticon- 
deroga  to  south  end  of  Lake  George,  and  respecting  Cana- 
dians and  Indians,  10,  11 

3.  Report  of  committee  of  conference,  relative  to  the  fortress  at 

Ticonderoga  and  the  Stockbridge  Indians,  and  proceedings 
thereon,   11,  12 

4.  Letter  from  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Governor  of  the  Colo- 

ny of,  to  Provincial  Congress,  enclosing  letter  from  Col. 
Benedict  Arnold,  respecting  defence  of  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown-Point,  16,  17 

5.  Answer  of  Provincial  Congress,...   17,  18 

6.  Letter  from  Hon.  Jona.  TrumbuU,  in  behalf  of  Governor  and 

Company  of,  to  Provincial  Congress,  respecting  delence  of 
Ticonderoga  and  Cro^\-n-Poiat,   23 

7.  Answer  of  Provincial  Congress,   30 

8.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  requesting  Governor  of, 

to  send  reinforcements  to  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Point, 
and  the  appointment  of  commissaries,   ...  ,27,  29 

9.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Governor  of,  relative  to 

supply  of  powder  to  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,   

10.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Governor  of,  communi- 
cating information  of  the  movements  and  designs  of  the 
British,  

U.  Order  of  Provincial  Congress  and  letter  to  Maj.  Gen.  Woos- 
ter,  commanding  a  body  of  troops  in  the  southern  part  ot', 
to  repair  to  within  five  miles  of  the  city  of  New-York ;  an- 
swer of  Gen.  Wooster,   44, 

12.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  directing  removal  of 

troops  of,  to  New-York  46,  47 

13.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Governor  of,  transmitting 

such  resolution,  and  directions  of  Provincial  Congress  re- 
specting powder  sent  for  the  use  of  the  Provincial  army, 
near  Boston  

14.  Answer  of  Gov.  Trumbull,   52 

15.  Letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler,  respecting  tents  and  fuel  for  en- 

campment of  troops  of,  near  New-York,  

16.  Order  of  Provincial  Congress,  for  supply  of  utensils  to  armo- 

rer of  troops  of,  and  that  a  sei<arate  account  be  kept.  . . . 

17.  Letter  from  Gov.  Trumbull,  recommending  James  Dean,  late. 

ly  returned  from  a  mission  among  the  Indian  tribes  in  Ca- 
nada,   73,  74 

1**.  Letter  from  Governor  TrumbuU.  respecting  tents,  &c.  for 
troops  under  Col.  Hinmau,  and  answer  of  Provincial  Con- 
sjress,   92,  93,  121 

19.  Letter  from  Gov.  TrumbuU  to  Gen.  Schuyler,  respecting  pro- 

visions, &.C.  for  troops  at  Ticonderoga,   96 

20.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Gov.  Trumbull,  request- 

ing permission  to  Philip  Van  Rensselaer  to  purchase  a 
quantity  of  barrelled  pork,  in,  for  use  of  the  Continental 
army   103 

21.  Letter  from  Thaddeus  Burr,  sheritTof  Fairfield  county,  re- 

specting imprisonment  of  Angus  McDonald,  by  order  of 
Committee  of  Safety  of  New-York,   158 

22.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Gov.  TrumbuU,  covering 

extract  of  letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler,  requesting  supply  of 
powder,  i^c   168 

23.  Answer  of  Gov.  TrumbuU,   174 

24.  Letter  to  Governor  and  Company  of,  relative  to  the  best 

mode  of  conveying  intelligence  and  receiving  assistance,  in 
case  of  invasion,   ]77 

25.  Answer  of  Gov.  Trumbull,   201 

26.  Proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of; 

letter  from  Gov.  TrumbuU  anrl  the  chairman  of  New-Ha- 
ven committee,  to  committee  of  ciiy  of  New-York,  request- 
ing a  loan  of  cannon  for  the  delence  of  their  town,   203 

27.  Letter  from  Provincial  Coniress  to  Governor  of,  respecting 

the  seizure,  by  a  body  of  troops  from,  nl  the  types  belong- 
ing to  a  printer  in  the  city  of  New-York,  and  the  commis- 
sion of  other  outrages  213,  214 

2"!.  Resolution  communicating  the  thanks  of  Provincial  Congress, 
to  inhabitants  of,  aijins  in  the  suppression  of  insurgents 
from,  in  Westchester  county   214 

29.  Letter  from  delegation  from  New- York,  in  Continental  Con- 

gress, respecting  inroad  from,   243 

30.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  committee  of  Stanford, 

iu,  accompanying  transmission  of  two  jneces  of  brass  ord- 
nance to  Gen.  Washington   2S1 

31.  Order  for  supply  of  gunpowder  to  Capt.  SiUcck,  for  the  use 

of  armed  tender  belonging  to  Colony  of,  ordered  into  ser- 
vice by  Gen.  Lee,  ..    310 

32.  Report  of  Joseph  Hopkins,  to  General  Assembly  of,  respect- 

ing the  discovery  of  lead  mines  at  New-Canaan,   318 

33.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  of  New- York,  to  Delegates 

in  Continental  Congress,  informing  that  no  answer  has  been 
received  to  application  to  Governor  and  Eepresentatives  of 
the  Colony  of,  relative  to  the  inroads  from,  nor  restitution 
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CONNECTICUT-CoNTi.N-uED. 
made  for  the  types  and  property  taken  <rom  James  Ri. 
vington  

Petition  of  Archibald  Campbell,  and  letter  irom  Malcom  ilor- 
rison,  of  Pauling's  precinct,  in  Dutchess  couuiy,  cmplain- 
ing  of  forcible  and  lawless  outrages  on  the  proiiLTty  of  said 
Campbell,  by  inhabitants  of  Colony  of,  _  _      "jj.,  3-, 

Letter  from  Provincial  Con^'ress  of  i\'ew-York,  to VliainiKin"' 
of  committee  of  Fairfield  county,  requesting  tlio  imn'iediate 
discharge  of  Samuel  Gale,   '       ^  -r 

Letter  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Governor  of,  eul•losinV  '^[,• 
Hopkins'  report  on  the  lead  mines  at  New-Canaan,  uli,l  re- 
questing loan  of  cannon,   -fj. 

Letter  from  Jonathan  Sturgis,  of  Fairfield,  to  Gen.  WaVliVn  ^ 
ton,  transmitting-  list  of  deserted  tones  j-j 

Quota  of  militia  directed  by  Continental  Congress  to  ),..  ' 
raised  by,  for  tlie  reinlorcement  of  the  army  in  Canada  ami 
at  New- York.   , 

Letter  from  Gov.  TrumbuU,  relative  to  the  carrying  away 
James  Rivincton  s  types,  Ike.  .41/]  ^n-> 

Letter  from  Co.ivention  to  committee  at  Litchfield,  in,'ac-' 
companying  t!ie  transmission  of  sundry  prisoners  to  the  jail 

  -,■>  1 

Answer  of  Litchfield  con\mittee,  

Letter  from  Convention  to  Gov.  Trumbull,  relative  to  provi- 
sion  for  the  security  of  sucli  prisoners   :;  io 

Letter  from  the  Convention  to  Litchfield  coinmitee,   543 

Letter  from  Gov.  Trumbull,  informing  of  the  detention  of  ves- 
sels e.vporting  provisions,  in  order  to  prevent  their  capture 
by  the  enemy;  answer  of  Convention,  .    54,3 

Permission  to  Commissary-General  to  export  salt  from  New- 
York,  to,  

Report  relative  to  disposition  of  the  New-York  prisoners  m,  553 

5^4 

Letter  from  Erastus  Wolcott,  of  New-London  to  committee 
of  Saybrook,  transmilting  information  of  the  appearance 
of  British  armed  vessels  at  the  east  end  of  Fisher'.-,  island  ,593 

Letter  from  Convention  to  Governor  Trumbull,  respectm-^ 
the  case  of  D.  Mathews,  a  prisoner  in  Litchfield  county 
jail,   537 

Governor  of  requested  to  send  troops  for  the  protection  of 
the  inhabitants  and  security  of  the  stock  on  Nassau  i'-lanj,  507 

Letter  to  chairman  of  committees-  of  several  towns  in,  re- 
questing their  assistance  in  the  reinoval  of  the  stock  fiom 
Long  island,   -jij;^ 

Letter  to  Governor  TrumbuU  on  the  same  subject   5i.i-s 

Resolution  of  Committee  of  Salety,  requesting  aid  from  the 
militia  of  Fairfield  and  Litchfield  counties,  in,   1370 

Letter  to  commanding  oificers  of  the  militia  of  those  counties 
respectively,    ^7,) 

Resolution  of  Committee  of  Salety  authorizing  the  removal 
of  prisoners  of  war  from  Westcliester  county,  to  Woodtiu- 
„ry,  in,   CS3 

.  Resolutions  of  Committee  ol  Salety  for  the  adjustment  of 
accounts  of  inhabitants  of,  for  services  rendered  in  the  re- 
moval of  stock,  &c.  I'rom  Long  island,   7ii 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  Governor  Trumbull,  in- 
forming of  the  respective  positions  of  Generals  Howe  and 
AVasliington,  and  requesting  the  union  ol'  troops  o(,  with 
those  of  General  Lee,  in  the  Jerseys,   745 

-\nswer  of  Governor  Trumbull,   7(14 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  Governor  Trumbull,  re- 
lative to  the  prohibition  of  importations  of  merchandize 
from,  to  this  State,   770 

Requisition  on  Treasurer,  in  favour  of  Christopher  Leiling. 
well,  of,  for  sloop  hire  and  expenses  in  the  removal  of  in- 
habitants and  stock  from  Long  island,   7,ss 

Letter  from  Governor  Trumbull,  relative  to  the  embargo  on 

importation  of  provisions  from   7S9' 

Appointment  of  committee  to  obtain  an  account  of  stock  and 
ctlects  belonging  to  this  State,  sold  in   7S9 

Letter  from  Convention  to  Gov.  Trumbull,  relative  to  permis- 
sion to  prisoners  belonging  to  this  State  to  go  at  laree  on 
parol,   887 

Letter  from  Col.  Morris  Graham,  informing  of  the  march  of 
a  party  o.*"  British  troops  to  Danbury,  and  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Continental  stores  there,   903 

Letter    from  Governor  TrumbuU,  demanding  a  return  of 

cannon  lent  this  State,   903 

(See  Salt,  16.) 

Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to  Governor  Trumbull,  re- 
questing permission  to  Dr.  Piatt  Townsend  to  manufacture 
salt  in,  for  exportation  to  this  State   9fi2 

Letter  from  Lynde  Lord,  respecting  accounts  against  prisoners 
confined  in,  <S:c   0fi5 

Letter  from  Governor  Trumbull,  enclosing  accounts  of  Pros- 
per Wetmore,  sherilf  of  the  county  of  New-London   975 

Letter  from  Governor  Trnmbull,  respecting  pri.soners  belong- 
ing to  this  State,  confined  in,   975 

Answer  of  Council  of  Safety,   97,3 

(See  Long  Island,  12,  13.) 

Letter  from  Governor  Trumbull,  to  Council  of  Safety,  trans, 
mitting  voles  of  the  Council  of,  authorrzine  Dr.  Piatt 
Townsend  and  all  others,  inhabitants  of  this  State,  to  manu. 
facture  salt  in,  for  the  use  of  this  State   934 

Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to  Governor  Trumbull,  re- 
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CONNECTICUT— CoNTiNtiED. 
speeting  the  conditioa  of  the  northern  army,  and  request- 
ing the  assistance  of;  answer  of  Governor  Trumbull,  101^, 

1019, 1043 

72.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  respecting  claim  of  Comfort 

Sands  and  other  cilizens  of  this  Slate,  relative  to  a  quanti- 
ty of  sugar  detained  in,     1024 

73.  Besolutioa  of  Council  of  Safety  for  the  transmission  of  pri- 

soners confined  on  board  the  fleet  prison,  to  Hartford  in, 
and  letter  to  Governor  Tnimbull  respecting,   1063 

74.  Letters  from  Ezekiel  Williams  commissary  of  prisoners  in, 

relative  to  supplies  for  prisoners  so  transmitted,. . . .  1073,  1100 

75.  Appointment  of  commissioners  to  superintend  the  removal  of 

SQch  prisoners  to  ttiis  State,   1105,  1106 

CONSPIRACIES. 

(See  Orange  County,  14,67.) 
(See  Resolutions  of  Convention,  43,  31.) 
1.  Appointment  of  commissioners  for  inquiring  into,  detecting 

and  defeating,  against  the  liberties  oi  America,   803 

(See  Albany  City  and  County,  74.) 

CONSTITUTION,  FORT.  (See  Highlands.) 
CONTEMPT. 

1.  Proceedings  in  the  case  of  Christopher  Daychinck,  brought 

before  Provincial  Congress  for,  &ic   326 

2  Order  for  apprehension  and  iiuprkonme.it  of  Morris  Hazard, 
to  answer  charge  of,  for  maltreatment  of  President  of 
Convention,   754 

3.  Examination  of,  and  proceedings  of  Convention   756 

4.  Proceedings  against  Captain  GerarJus  Hardenberg,  for  impri- 

soning Colonel  Charles  UeWitt,  a  member  of  the  Conven- 
tion, and  report  of  committee  tnereon,. .  yu,  yi2,  942,  943,  944 

5.  Proceedings  against  Lieut.  Col.  Jonathan  EIraendorph,   912 

6.  Proceedings  against  Hugh  IDousherty,   936 

7.  Proceedings  against  Cornelius  Tack   951 

CONTINENTAL  ARMY. 

1.  Letter  from  James  Duane  in  behalf  of  Delegates  from  New- 

York,  in  Continental  Congress,  traasmilting  intorraation 
of  the  raising  of  a  body  of  1  j,O0U  men  for  the  defence  of 
the  country,  and  of  the  appointment  of  Col.  George  Wash- 
ington, as  Captain-General  and  Con\mander-in-Chief, .. .  46,47 

2.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  directing  the  several 

committees  and  sub-committees  to  purchase  or  hire  arms 

for  use  of,  and  deliver  to  the  several  colonels,   103 

3.  Order  of  Provincial  Congress  respecting  the  purchase  in  Con- 

necticut of  a  quantity  of  barrelled  purk  l"or  use  of,   103 

4.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  recommending  the  pas- 

sage of  laws  prohibiting  the  arrest  of  soldiers  of,  for  tri- 
fling debts,    244 

5.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress  directing  the  raising  of 

four  additional  requirements  in  New- York,  under  Conti- 
nental pay,  for  defence  of  the  Colony,  dec   205,  266 

6.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  county  committees  re- 

specting the  establishment  of  men,  and  the  appointment  of 
ofiScers,   269 

7.  Instructions  to  otficors  for  enlistment  of  new  battalions,   269 

8.  Letter  from  Delesates  in  Continental  Congress,  intorming  of 

the  obtaining  of  a  warrant  on  Continental  Treasurer  for 
$12,000  to  aid  in  raising  New-Y'ork  battalions  for  Colonial 
defence,   299 

9.  Appointment  of  committee  to  settle  the  quotas  of  men  and 

officers,  &c.  to  be  raised  in  the  different  counties  of  the 

Colony,  for  ;  and  report  of,   303,  306,  309 

(See  New- York  Battalions.) 

10.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Concress  lor  the  raising  in  the 

Colonies  of  Massachusetts  Way,  Connecticut,  New- York, 
and  New-Jersey,  of  13,a()U  milma  to  reinl'orce  the  army  at 

New- York,   4S2 

(See  Canada.; 

11.  Resolutions  from  Continental  Coiisress  for  the  establishment 

of  a  flying  camp  in  the  middle  States,  consisting  of 
10,000  men;  and  quotas  of  the  several  Colonies  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland  and  Delaware,   4s2 

12-  Quotas  of  militia  to  be  raised  by  the  several  counties  in  the 

Colony  of  New-York,   483 

13.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress  for  the  raising  an  addi- 

tional regiment  in  the  Colony  of  Xew-York,   r)04 

14.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress  directing  the  provision  by 

the  several  Colonies  of  clothing  for;  and  its  storage  sub- 
ject to  the  disposition  of  the  Commander-in-Chief',   .504 

15.  Leave  Long  Island  for  the  city  of  New-York  by  order  of  the 

Commander-in-Chief,   602 

16.  Evacuation  of  the  city  of  New-York  by,   ii2S 

17.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress  for  the  raising  of  eighty- 

eight  battalions  to  serve  during  llic  war  :  fi.\ing  the  quo- 
tas of  the  several  States;  and  providing  for  the  payment 
of  bounty  and  bounty  lands  to  such  ollicers  and  privates 
as  shall  continue  in  service  during  the  war,   ti.'i3,  654 

18.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee,  for  arrangement,  &c.  of, 

on  the  northern  frontier  relative  to  the  condifjoa  of.  Sec.  694 

695 

(See  New-York  Daltalions.) 

19.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  Governor  Trumbull,  of 

Connecticut,  and  General  Schuyler,  detailing  the  move- 
ments and  position  of.   745,  747 

283 


TAGE. 

CONTINENTAL  ARMY— Contintted. 

20.  Letter  from  William  Duer  to  General  Gates,  informing  of 

the  movements  of,   7.')0,  751 

21.  Letter  from  John  S.  Hobart  and  Jonathan  Landon,  informing 

of  the  proceedings,  &c.  of,   756 

22.  Resolutions  of  Congress  investing  General  Washington  with 

more  ample  powers  for  the  regulation  of;  and  increasing 

the  number  of  battalions  to  110,    764 

23.  Letter  from  General  George  Clinton,  containing  information 

of  the  battles  of  Trenton  and  Princeton,  and  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of,   765 

24.  Letter  from  Colonel  Alexander  Hamilton,  giving  an  account 
of  the  attack  on,  commanded  by  General  Lincoln,  at 
Bound  Brook,  &.c    sS5 

23.  Letter  from  Delegation  in  Congress  respecting  the  proceed- 
ings and  prospects  of,   080 

26.  Resolutions  of  Congress  for  reinforcement  of,   11)08 

27.  Resolutions  of  Council  of  Satety  for  the  reinforcement  of,  in 
the  northern  department,   1023 

23.  Letter  from  Albany  comruittee,  informing  of  the  arrival  of 
the  enemy  at  Fort  Edward,  and  the  retreat  of  the  Ameri- 
cans to  Saratoga,   1025 

29.  Letters  from  president  of  the  council  of  Massachusetts  Jiay, 
and  chairman  of  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Hampshire, 
informing  of  the  number  of  militia  sent  from  those  States 
respectively,  for  the  reinforcement  of  the  northern  army,.  1641 
(See  Washington,  George.) 
(See  Clinton,  George.) 
(See  Schuyler,  Philip.) 
(See  Gates,  Horatio.) 
(See  Putnam,  Israel.) 
(See  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Point.) 
(See  Saratoga.) 
(See  Trenton.) 
(See  Princeton.) 
CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 

1.  Delegates  elected  to  by  first  Provincial  Convention,  and 

powers  of,   4 

2.  Credentials  of,   5 

3.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress  that  implicit  obedience 

ought  to  be  paid  to  every  recommendation  ol,  lor  the  ge- 
neral regulation  of  the  associated  Colonies,   8 

4.  Recommendation  of,  relative  to  artillery  and  stores  in  Ticon- 

deroga ;  adopted  and  committee  appointed  thereon ;  re- 
port and  recommendations  of  committee,   9,  10 

5.  Resolution  of,  approval  of  proceedings  of  offered,  and  pro- 

ceedings thereon   13 

6.  Letter  from  I'rovincial  Congress  to,  respecting  ccpediency  iif 

an  emission  of  Continental  paper  currency,   !4 

7.  Resolution  of,  communicated  to  Fruvincial  Congress,  re- 

specting the  measures  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
city  and  Province  ;  fortifications  at  or  near  King's 
Bridge ;  batteries  to  obstruct  the  navigation  of  the  Hud- 
son, at  the  Highlands;  the  arming,  enlistment  and  disci- 
plining of  the  militia,  and  the  pay  thereof,  ike   16 

S.  Proceedings  ol  Provincial  Congress  thereon,!   2U,  21 

9.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Delegates  from  Colony 

of  New-York,  in,    17 

9.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Delegates  in,  transmit- 
ting report  of  Committee  on  the  subject  of  Continental 

paper  currency   20 

II).  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  transmitting  communica- 
tion and  documents  from  Albany  committee   24 

11.  Letter  from  Delegates  in,  to  Provincial  Congress,  respecting 

paper  currency,  the  appointment  of  olhcers,  and  the  elec- 
tion of  Delegates  from  all  the  counties,  and  especially  the 
county  of  Tryon,  to  the  Provincial  Congress,.    25 

12.  Resolution  of,  tran.smitted  to  Provincial  Congress,  requesting 

Governor  of  Connecticut  to  send  a  reinforcement  to  the 
gariisons  at  Tieonderoaa  and  Crown  Point ;  and  for  tiie 
supply  of  provisions  and  necessaries  thcrct'or,  27,  29 

13.  Resolution  of,  transmitted  to  commander  of  the  forces  at 

Tiaondero^a,  discountenancing  expeditions  or  incursions 
into  Canada,    30 

14.  Letters  from  i-'elciates  in,  to  Provincial  Congress,  respect- 

ing general  welfare,  plans  for  raisins  money,  Indian  af- 
fairs, arming  and  disciplining  of  the  militia,  provisions  and 
supplies  for  defence  of  Ticonderoga,  and  officers  to  com- 
mand the  army  in  Province  of  iSew-York,  30,  .'59 

15.  Answer  of  Provincial  Congress,   32,  33 

16.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Delegates  in,  respecting 

the  landing  of  provisions  for  the  use  of  the  army  and 
navy  at  Boston,  consigned  to  Messrs.  Lopez  and  Rome  in 
Rhode  Island,  on  board  of  a  vessel  of  Captain  Collin; 
answer  of,  3,S,  48 

17.  Letter  from  President  of,  enclosing  resolutions  requesting 

Provincial  Congress  to  convey  to  Massachusetts  Bay  live 
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126.  Letter  from  delegation  in.  respecting  the  application  of  John 

Foster,  of  Sufi'olk  county,  to  export  live  stock  in  exchange 

for  powder,   1^7^ 

127.  Proceedings  of  Committee  of,  relative  to  the  expedition  of 

Gen.  Lee  to  city  of  New-York,   27S,  279 

J2S.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  delegation  in,  informing 
of  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Clinton  with  transports  in  the  har- 
bour of  New-York,  &c   2.I3 

129.  Letter  from  W'm.  Floyd,  a  Delegate  in,  to  Committee  ol  Safe- 

ty, relative  to  moneys  forwarded  from,  and  their  intended 
application,   ogy 

130.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  for  the  imprisonment  of 

sundry  disaffected  inhabitants  of  Queens  county,   Zj9 

131.  Appointment  of  committee  of  Provincial  Congress,  to  take 

into  consideration  the  several  matters  recommended  bv ; 
report  of   295,  29t;,  30  [ 

132-  Letter  from  delegation  in,  transmitting  resolutions  of,  rela- 
tive to  the  admission  of  Deputies  to  Provincial  Congress 
from  Richmond  county,  informing  of  the  obtaining  a  war- 
rant on  the  Continental  Treasurer,  for  $f2,(iU0,  to  aid  in 
raising  the  four  battalions  lor  the  defence  of  Canada,  &c.; 
answer  of  Provincial  Congress,   299,  300  3lfi 

133.  Resolutions  of.  relative  to  employment  of  artificers  forbuilil- 
ing  of  batteaux  at  Ticonderoga,  by  Gen.  .'^cliuylcr,  direct- 
inn  him  to  issue  v^'arranls  for  completing  the  regiment  di- 
rected to  be  raised  in  New-York,  for  the  service  of  Cana- 
da, and  recommending  the  appointment  of  officers  there- 
of, to  be  nom':iated  by  him,   2CO 

131.  Resolutions  of,  relative  to  the  erection  of  batteries  in  the 
Highlands;  directing  a  supply  of  cannon,  &c.  to  General 
Lee,  for  the  seige  or  assault  of  (Quebec  ;  recommending  a 
preference,  in  the  new  levies,  to  those  officers  servins?  in 
in  the  last  Canadian  campaign  ;  for  an  advance  of  money 
for  the  support  of  the  trcops  employed  in  the  defence  of 
the  Colony  of  New-York  ;  rccommendins  the  prosecution 
in  the  discovery  of  lead  mines  at  New-Canaan  ;  and  trans- 
mitting copy  of  a  report  of  Joseph  Hopkins,  to  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  Connecticut,  thereon,   .317  318 

135.  Letter  from  Provincial  Conu'ress  to  delegation  in,  request- 

ing information  of  promotions  made  by,  in  the  Canadian 
service,    ,'i  (9 

136.  Resolution  of,  for  payment  of  B.  Romans   322 

137.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  delegation  in,  respecting 

pay  of  minute  men,   325 

13S  Letter  from  Jas.  Duane,  a  Delecate  in,  'o  Provincial  Con- 
press,  respecting  the  raising  of  troops  for  Canada,  choice 

of  officers,  fi.c   325 

J39.  Letter  Irom  Provincial  Congress  to.  transmitting  a  list  of 
field  oflicers  recommended  for  the  four  Colonial  bat- 
talions,   328 
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.  f,,ter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  delegation  in,  rciiucstini; 
pcrmiision  to  Patrick  Sinclair,  lieutenant-sjovernor  and 
luperintendent  at  Missilimacana,  to  return  lo  Great  Uri- 
Uia  •.  •  •  ^''^ 

111  L«l'*r  iVom  Provincial  Congress  to  delegation  in,  requesting 
the  fitting  out  of  armed  vessel,  to  join  one  from  Colony, 
for  the  protection  of  trade,  &.c   354 

112.  Instructions  of  Provincial  Congress  to  delegation  in,  relative 
to  commissioning  private  vessels,  and  issuing  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal,   3o7 

143  Letter  from  John  Hancock,  President  of,  to  Committee  of 
Safety,  transmitting  resolution  of,  reiiuesting  the  Governor 
of  Connecticut,  and  the  C'onveiilion,  >N:c.  of  New-Vork 
and  New-Jersey,  to  hold  the  militia  of  those  States  in 
readiness  to  march  to  ihe  defence  of  Jvew-York,  when- 
ever the  commander  at  that  place  shall  desire,   370,  375 

Hi  Resolutions  of,  ordering  the  raising  of  eight  thousand  men, 
for  the  defence  ol  Colonv  of  iNew-York  ;  directing  Cols. 
Irvine,  Dayton,  Shee  and  iMagaw  to  march  their  battalions 
thither  ;  and  recommending  the  disarming  of  disallectcd 
persons  •  

U5.  Letter  from  delegation  in,  accompanying  request  of  Dele-  ■ 
gates  from  Maryland,  requesting  loan  of  cannon  for  de- 
fence of  Baltimore,   377 

146.  Letter  from  delegation  in,  respecting  the  imposition  of  test 

oaths  by  Gen.  Lee,  the  appointment  of  officers  for  New- 
York  battalions  ;  and  permission  to  Patrick  Sinclair  to 
return  to  Europe,   379 

147.  Resolution  of,  prohibiting  the  exaction  of  test  oaths  by  mili- 

tary otficers,   379 

148.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  delegation  in,  respecting 

correspondence  with  .Maj.  Douglass,  relative  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  lakes,  and  recommending  Capt.  Wynkoop 
therefor,     3S2 

149.  Letter  from  James  Duane,  Esq.  one  of  Delegates  in,  trans- 

mitting resolution  of,  respecting  commissary  of  Pennsyl- 
vania battalion,  serving  in  New-York,   3S3 

150.  ,\nswer  of  Committee  of  Safety,   3S7 

151.  Resolutions  of,  authorizing  the  issuing  of  letters  of  marque 

and  reprisal,  to  the  commanders  of  private  ships  of  war, 

and  instructions  to  such  commanders,   -1U7,  hOS 

152.  Resolutions  of,  relative  to  supply  of  arras  for  the  troops,. . . 

Vti.  Letter  from  John  Jay,  a  Delegate  in,  requesting  an  examina- 
tion relative  to  oath  adininislered  by  Gov.  Tryon,  to  pas- 
sengers in  packet;  appointment  of  committee  thereon,...  -12S 

151.  Resolution  of,  regulating  the  sale  of  tea   440 

l.^>5.  Resolution  of,  requesting  the  transmission  ol'  muster  rolls 
and  accounts,  by  the  severui  governments  from  whence 
militia  were  sent  for  the  defence  of  the  city  of  New- 
York   440 

I'Ji.  Resolution  of,  for  numbering  the  inhabitants  of  the  several 

Colonies,   451 

1  j7.  Resolution  of,  for  the  appointment  of  committee  to  superin- 
tend the  treasury,  and  for  the  production  of  accounts  of 

Ihc  several  Colonies   451 

IjS.  K'-»olutinn  of,  for  llie  formation  of  a  plan  of  government,. .  460 
150.  Letter  from  Johu  Hancock,  President  of,  to  Provincial  C'on- 
crcss,  on  the  aspect  of  public  aifairs  ;  transmitting  resolu- 
tion*, for  the  reinforcement  of  the  army  in  Canada  and  at 
New- York,  for  the  establishment  of  a  flying  camp  in  the 
middle  Colonics,  the  appointment  of  brigadier-generals, 
the  protection  of  slock,  and  the  working  of  lead  mines,  4>5l,4S2 

160.  Answer  of  Provincial  Congress,   4S3 

161.  Letter  from  delegation  in,  requesting  instructions  from  Pro- 

vincial Congress,  relative  to  the  question  of  Indepen- 
dence,  4S8 

162.  Letter  from  John  Hancock.  President  of,  to  Provincial  Con- 

gress, giving  advice  of  the  approach  of  a  British  lleet  and 
army,  under  command  ol  Gen.  Howe,   493 

1C3.  Resolutions  of,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  salted  pork 
and  beef,  and  recommendins  efi'uctual  provision  for  detect- 
ina,  restraining  and  punishing  disaffected  and  dangerous 
persons,   497 

1C4.  Letter  from  John  Hancock,  transmitting  resolutions  of,  re- 
commending the  Provincial  Convention  to  empower  the 
general  at  New-York  to  call  out  the  militia  to  his  assis- 
tance, to  impress  carriages  and  water  cralt,  and  remove 
vessels  from  Hudson's  and  East  river;  resolutions  of  Pro- 
vincial Congress  therefor,   .501,  .502,  ,503,  504 

165.  Letter  from  John  Hancock,  enclo.^ing  resolution  of,  for  rais- 

ing a  new  regiment  of  Continental  troops  in  the  Colony 
of  New-York,   504 

166.  Letter  from  John  Ifancock,  enclosing  resolution  of.  directing 

the  different  Colonies  to  provide  clotliini  for  the  Conti- 
nental troops,  and  to  store  the  same,  subject  to  the  dis- 
position of  the  Commander-in-Chief,   501 

167.  Letter  from  John  Hancock,  enclosing  resolution  of.  .leclaring 

all  persons  levying  war  against  the  United  Colonics,  ad- ; 
hering  to  their  enemies,  or  giving  them  aid  nr  comlbrt, 
guilty  of  treason ;  and  recommending  the  passage  of  laws 
for  their  punishment,  and  also  for  the  punishment  of  per. 
»ons  counterfeiting  the  Continental  bills  of  credit,   506 

168.  Letter  from  John  Hancock,  enclosing  resolution  ol,  commis- 

uoning  Major  Dubois  as  colonel  of  the  regiment  directed 
to  be  raised  in  New-York,  with  instructions  to  raise  a  regi- 
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ment  to  serve  for  three  years,  or  during  the   war,  and 
also  appointing  other  officers  of  said  rtgimcnt   510 

Letter  from  delegation  lu,  enclosing  Declarauun  of'lndepen- 

_  ileK^e,  

Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  approving  thereof,  and 
authorizing  delegation  in,  to  concert  and  adopt  all  >uth 
measures  as  they  may  deem  conducive  to  the  happiness 
and  welfare  of  the  United  Slates,   5iS 

Letter  from  Convention  to,  relative  to  the  nomination*  "of  of- 
ficers of  additional  regiment  of  militia  in  New-Voi  k  :  ihe 
enlistment  into  the  British  service,  by  Gov.  Tryon.  oi  cer- 
tain disaffected  persons  ;  and  the  propriety  of  expungin  • 
from  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  such  parts  as  iriter' 
fere  with  the  interests  of  the  American  cause  .j^u  -j-ij 

Letter  from  John  Hancock,  President  of,  enclosing  the  De-  '  ' 
claration  of  Independence,  

Answer  of  Convention,  

Letter  from  Convention  to,  transmlltingresignations  of  sun- 
dry officers   -,■■>■-, 

Letter  from  Convention  to,  respecting  the  disposition  of  the 
stock  on  Nassau  island,   534 

Letter  from  John  Alsop,  a  Delegate  in,  resigning  his  scat.. .  Xiij 

Letter  from  Convention  to  delegation  in,  communicating 
such  resignation,   537 

Letter  from  Convention  to  delegation  in,relative  to  the  with- 
drawal of  the  troops  from  the  city  of  New-York;  the  con- 
dition of  the  levies  ordered  to  be  raised  from  the  miJuia  ; 
the  aid  received  from  other  States  ;  and  tiie  expenses  uf 
obstructing  the  navigation  of  tlie  Hudson  river,.  ...   560,  561 

Letter  from  Convention  to  Delegates  in,  requesting  permis- 
sion to  employ  the  smiths  engaged  in  furnishing  thf:  Con- 
tinental vessel  at  Poughkeepsie,  on  the  forlilicalions  of 
the  Hudson  river,  and  in  the  obstructions  to  its  passage 
at  the  Highlands,   ....  506 

Answer  of  Philip  Livingston   tiijS 

Resolution  of,  authorizing  the  employment  of  the  smiths  en- 
gaged in  the  service  of  the  Continental  army,  in  obstruct- 
ing the  navigation  of  the  Hudson  river,   €05 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  delegation  in,  iiUorniing 
of  resolutions  for  the  reinforcement  of  the  forces  at  the 
Highlands   1317 

Letter  from  Convention  to  delegation  in,  transmitting  reso- 
lutions approving  of  the  conduct  of  Gen.  Schuyler,  ami 
requesting  the  withdrawal  of  his  resignation,  and  an  in- 
quiry into  his  conduct,   tj35 

Letter  from  Delegates  in,  transmitting  information  of  the 
forwarding  of  a  quantity  of  powder,  and  resolutions  nf, 
ordering  the  German  battalion  to  join  the  army  ',ind>  r 
General  Washingston,  requestiui  a  reinforcement  10  the 
garrison  at  the  Highlands,  ordering  two  companies  of 
marines  from  Philadelphia  to  that  station,  directing  ap. 
plication  to  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  lor 
one-half  of  the  artillery  men  in  service  of  that  ."^ late  to  .' 
proceed  to  Fort  IVTontgomery ;  and  approving  of  the 
measures  of  Convention  for  the  defence  of  the  High- 
lands,   C52 

Resolution  of,  for  advancing  loan  to  the  State  of  New- 
York,   fi53 

Letter  from  John  Hancock,  President  of,  transmitting  reso- 
lutions for  the  raisin;  of  eichty-eight  battalions,  to  serve 
during  the  war,  and  fi.ting  the  proportion  of  each  .State, 
authorizing  a  bounty  nf  S.20  to  each  non-commi'^ioned 
officer  and  soldier;  making  provision  for  grant  of  lands 
and  fixing  the  proportion  thereof  among  the  several  olFi- 
cers  and  privates  continuini;  in  service  until  the  close  nf 
the  war;  and  regulating  the  payment  of  such  bountv  ; 

answer  of  Convention   6,53,  (354,  657 

(See  Morris,  Lewis.) 

Letter  from  Philip  Livingston,  a  Delegate  in, informing  of  the 
obtaining  an  additional  loan  from,  &c.  answer  of  Con- 
vention,  656,6.53 

Letter  from  John  Hancock,  President  of,  to  Gen.  Schuyler, 
transmitting  resolutions  of  for  the  raising  of  aiidilinnal 
battalio.is,  Sic   gg.g 

Letter  from  John  Hancock,  President  of,  Iransmittingresolu- 
tions  ol",  providing  for  the  examination  of  candidates  lor 
surgeon  .and  surgeons'  mates,  in  the  army ;  answer  of 

Committee  of  Safety,  ,   i;r,9  CiSO 

Letter  from  John  Hancock,  President  of,  transmitting  reso- 
lutions of,  increasing  the  pay  of  oliicers  and  soldiers  en- 
listing and  serving  during  the  war,  and  urging  the  neces- 
sity of  filling  up  the  arinv,   f;75 

Letter  from  committee  of,  for  the  purchase  of  clothing  for 
the  army,  transmitting  $10,00(1  to  Convention  to  be  ap- 
plied for  that  purpose,   S7S 

Letter  from  marine  committee  of,  relative  to  the  safety  of 

the  Continental  ships  builjini;  at  Poiiehkeepsie,   684 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  informing  of  the  ar- 
rangement of  oliicers  nf  the  four  New-York  battalions, 
and  requesting  permission  to  organize  a  fifth  battalion,. .  "15 
Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  respecting  the  obstruc- 
tion of  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river,  the  propriety  of 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  flaxseed,  and  the  wanton 
destruction  of  public  ami  private  property  at  the  White 
Plains  and  elsewhere  by  the  American  troops,   723,  724 
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194.  Letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  chairman  of  marine  committee 

of,  respecting  the  destination  of  the  Continental  frisates 

at  Poughkeepsie,  730 

195.  Answer  of  Convention,     737 

196.  Letter  from  delcjalion  in,  transmitting  resolutions  recom- 

mending the  passage  of  laws  for  preventing  the  counter- 
feiting or  forging  the  ticUels  of  the  public  lottery  ;  and 
empowering  the  State  of  New-York  to  raise  an  additional 
battalion  on  the  Continental  establishment  ;  and  inform- 
ing of  the  presence  of  Gen.  Washington,  with  the  array 
at  Trenton,  and  of  Gen.  Cornwallis  at  Brunswick,   747 

197.  Resolution  of,  relative  to  transmission  of  receipts  of  olli- 

cers  receiving  money  for  the  militia,  reinforcing  the  ar- 
mies of  the  Li'nited  Slates,   7fi3 

198.  Letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  chairman  of  marine  committee 

of,  relative  to  Continental  frigates,  ami  informing  of  reso- 
lutions of,  investing  Gen.  Washington  with  powers  for  six 
months  to  regulate  the  armies,  and  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  battalions,  and  relative  to  sundry  articles  of  cloth- 
ing purchased  for  the  troops  of  the  State  of  Ivew-York,  763, 

764 

199.  Letter  from  John  Hancock,  President  of,  enclosing  sundry 

resolutions  of,  vesting  additional  powers  in  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, recommending  the  appointment  of  a  day  for 
fasting  and  prayer  in  each  Slate,  and  a  general  reforma- 
tion of  manners,  and  prohibiting  Ihe  exportation  of  salt- 
ed beef  and  pork,  &c.  and  answer  of  Committee  ol'  Safe- 
ty,  770,737 

200.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safely  to,  transmitting  preamble 

and  resolutions  relative  to  the  condition  of  Cumberland 
and  Gloucester  counties,  and  requesting  the  recall  of  com- 
missions granted  by,  to  Col.  Seth  Warner.    778,  779 

201.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safely  to,  relative  to  the  condi- 

tion of  the  levies  raising  in  this  Stale,   783 

202.  Letter  from  John  Hancock,  President  of,  fransmilling  reso- 

lutions of,  providing  against  the  depreciation  of  Continen- 
tal currency,  declaring  that  tlic  same  shall  be  deemed 
equal  in  value  to  their  nominal  amount,  recommending 
the  enactment  of  laws  for  punishing  all  attempts  to  de- 
preciate such  currency,  for  making  bills  of  credit  a  legal 
tender  in  payment  of  debts,  lor  providing  a  sinking  fund, 
and  for  raising  ta.xes  for  the  public  service  ;  authorizing 
an  additional  loan  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  directing 
the  receipt  of  bills  of  credit  by  commissioners  of  the  loan 
office,   789,  790 

203.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  Delegates  in,  respect- 

ing condemnation  and  sale  of  prizes  taken  by  Captain 
Rodgers,  of  the  armed  sloop  of  war  Jlontgomcry,  ic. .  8U5 

204.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  relative  to  the  disaf 

fected  subjects  of  this  State  in  the  three  northeastern 
counties,   821 

204.  Letters  from  John  Hancock,  President  of,  transmitting  reso-  j 

lutions  of,  approving  of  the  spirited  exertions  o("  this 
State,  &c.  and  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  the  Hessian  officers  and  soldiers,  

205.  Circular  letter  from,  enclosing  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 

dence, with  the  names  of  the  signers,  and  a  resolution 
that  the  same  be  put  on  record,  and  preserved  among  the 
archives  of  the  several  United  Stales  ;  answer  of  Con- 
vention  825,  830 

206.  Letter  from  John  Hancock,  President  of,  transmitling  reso- 

lutions of,  relative  to  regulating  the  price  of  provisions, 
&c.  in  the  eastern  States,  recommending  Ihc  adoption  of 
the  most  effectual  means  for  manning  the  Continental 
frigates,  and  for  avoiding  as  much  as  possible  llie  farther 
emission  of  paper  currency,  and  sinking  that  already 
emitted  ;  answer  of  Convention,. . .   825,  830 

207.  Letter  from  John  Hancock,  President  of,  transmitting  reso- 

lutions of,  desiring  this  State  to  guard  the  passes  at  the 
Highlands  with  militia,   SiU 

208.  Letter  from  Conveution  to,  relative  to  the  condition  of  the 

fortresses  at  the  Highlands  ;  and  recommending  the  ap- 
pointment of  General  George  Clinton  to  the  command 
thereof,  .  -   S40 

209.  Delegates  from  this  State  in,  requested  to  repair  to  Conven- 

tion for  the  purpose  of  explaining  sundry  acts  and  resolu- 
tions of,  affecting  the  State   855 

210.  Appointment  of  William  Duer,  as  a  Delegate  from  this 

State,  in,     855 

211.  Resolution  of  Convention  fixing  the  compensation  of  the 

Delegates  from  this  State  in,   857 

212.  Letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  one  of  the  Delegates  from  liiis 

State  in,  relative  to  the  disposition  of  the  clothing  and 
other  cargo  of  the  sloop  Montgomery   •'<58,  859 

213.  Letter  from  John  Hancock,  President  of.  transmitling  reso- 

lations  of,  appointing  General  Gcorsre  Clinton  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  fortresses  at  the  Highlands,    ^'>0,  O89 

214.  Letter  from  Convention  to,  requesting  a  supply  of  salt  from 

the  Continental  stores,   861 

215.  iDStructions  to  Delciates  from  this  Stale  in,  relative  to  the 

claims  of  Delegates  pretending  to  represent  the  northeas- 
tern counties  in  ;  the  appointment  of  Col.  Seth  ^V^1rncr  to 
the  command  of  a  reeiincnl  in  this  Stale  ;  the  communica- 
tion of,  and  opposition  lo,  resolutions  of,  infringing  the 
rii;hts  or  jurisdiction  of  this  State,  and  consent  to  any 

plan  of  confederation,   8G9 
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CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS-Continced.- 

216.  Letter  from  John  Hancock,  President,  of,  transmitting  reso- 

lutions of,  for  the  better  regulating  the  pay  of  the  anriy  ; 
for  the  better  regulation  and  cslablishment  of  huspiiais  ; 
respecting  the  muster-master's  department;  recommend- 
ing an  inquiry  into  the  recruiting  service  ;  for  excinpling 
persons  procuring  substitutes  :  and  for  repealing  sunrlry 
articles  of  war,  and  substituting  others  in  their  steaii   899 

217.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  William  Floyd,  lur 

compensation  as  a  Delegate  in,   905 

218.  Election  of  Delegates  to  represent  this  Slate  in,  and  vote  of 

thanks  lo  former  delegation,  for  their  long  and  faiihl'ul 
services,   93J 

219.  Letter  from  Delegates  in,  respecting  the  investigation  into 

the  several  cliarges  preferred  against  Gen.  Schuyler,  and 

his  reinstatement  to  his  command,    941 

220.  Letter  from  James  Duane,  one  of  ihe  Delegates  in,  relative 

to  negotiations  with  France  and  Spain,  kc   943 

221-  Resolutions  of,  respecting  the  udjustmeut  of  accounts  w  ith 

the  several  States  for  the  recruiting  service,   945 

222.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to  Dele;;ales  in,  relative  to  llie 

publication,  in  this  country  and  Europe,  of  report  of,  rela- 
tive lo  the  treatment,  by  Ihe  British,  of  their  prisoners,. .  947 

223.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to  Delegates  in,  respecting 

factious  procecJinss  in  the  northeastern  counties  ol'  the 
State   947 

224.  Report  of  commiUee  of  the  treasury  of,  relative  to  accounts 

of  Genls.  Schuyler,  Montgomery,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Jr. 
paymaster-general,  and  Walter  Livingston,  depuly  com- 
missary-general 9.51,  952 

225.  Resolutions  of,  declaring  Albany,  Ticonderoga,  Fort  Stan- 

wix,  and  their  dependencies,  to  form  the  northern  depart- 
ment, and  assiening  the  command  thereof,  to  General 
Schuyler,  "   952 

226.  Report  of  committee,  and  resolutions  of,  respecting  a  com- 

plaint of  the  Indians  relative  to  the  intrusion  of  mhabi- 
tanls  of  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania  into  llieir  lanrls   952 

227.  Resolulion  of  Council  of  Safely,  presenting  their  thanks  to, 

lor  the  efficient  defence  of  the  character  of  Gen.  Schuy- 
ler,   952 

228.  Letter  from  Delegates  in,  respecting  the  reinstatement  of 

Gen.  Schuyler  to  the  command  of  the  northern  depart- 
ment ;  the  revolt  in  the  northeastern  counties  ;  the  boun- 
daries of  the  State,   953 

229.  Letter  Irom  Delegates  in,  transmitling  report  of  marine  com- 

mittee, and  resolutions  of,  respecling  the  mannini  and  lil- 
ting of  two  galleys  for  the  defence  of  Hudson's  river,.  .9f)S,  959 

230.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safely  lo  Hon.  John  Hancock,  i'l  csi- 

dcnt  of,  relative  to  the  filling  out  and  command  of  such 
galleys,   966 

231.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safely  to  delegation  in   966 

232.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to  delegation  in,  respecting 

the  release  of  certain  prisoners  belonging  to  this  Slate, 
confined  in  the  jail  at  Philadelphia,   970 

233.  Letter  from  delegation  in,  transmitling  resolutions  of,  for  the 

sale  of  a  quantity  of  salt  to  Council  of  Safety,   980,  9S1 

234.  Letter  from  delegation  in,  transmitting  resolutions  of,  respect- 

in?  abuses  in  the  commissary's  deparlment,   9SG 

235.  Letter  from  delegation  in,  transmiltitig  resolutions  of.  re- 

speclmg  the  proceedings  and  prospects  of  Ihe  Conlinenlal 
army,  '.   980 

236.  Resolutions  of,  respecting  the  rank  of  officers  of  the  army, 

&c  WS,  984 

237.  Letler  from  Council  of  Safety  to  Delegates  in,  on  the  sub- 

ject of  the  revolt  in  the  northeastern  parts  of  the  State,  984, 

985 

238.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safely  to  Francis  Lewis,  chairman 

of  marine  committee,  requesting  him  to  desist  from  the 
further  purchase  of  sail,  and  to  forward  his  accounts  for 
collection   985 

239.  Letter  from  marine  committee  of,  to  Council  of  Safety,  re- 

questing their  assistance  in  filling  out  the  Conlinenlal  fri- 
gates, for  the  obslruction  of  the  Hudson  river,   992 

240.  Letter  frori  John  Hancock,  President  of,  iransmittini  reso- 

lutions of,  for  supplying  the  troops  at  Ticonderoga  with 
blankets   997 

241.  Letter  from  delesation  in,  respecting  the  manufacture  of 

salt;  the  account  of  St.ile  prisoners  sent  to  Philadelphia  ; 
the  expenses  for  the  obstruction  of  the  navigation  of  Hud- 
son's ri%-er  ;  and  proceedings  relative  to  the  oreanizstion 
and  establishment  of  a  new  Slate  from  the  northeastern 
counties,  998,  999,  lUOO,  1001 

242.  Resolutions  of,  relative  to  the  claims  of  the  inhabilauls  of  the 

northeastern  portions  of  the  Slate  to  an  independent  Slate, 

to  be  called  the  Slate  of  Vermont   998,  999 

233.  Answer  of  Council  of  Safety  to  letters  from  delegation  in, 

transmitting  the  foregoing  resolutions   1003.  IUC4 

244.  Letters  from  John  Hancock,  President  of,  transmitting  reso- 

lutions of,  relative  to  a  reinforcement  of  the  Continental 
army,   •   IOCS 

245.  Letter  from  (Jen.  Schuyler  to,  informing  of  the  retreat  of  the 

army  under  his  command,  10  Saratoga,  and  of  his  pro- 
ceedings and  prospects,  "   J028,  1029 

246.  Letter  from  delegation  in,  to  Council  of  Safely,  respecting 

the  application  for  the  recall  of  Gen.  Schuyler  from  the 
command  of  the  northern  army,  and  the  reinstatement  of 
Gen.  Gates,   1033 
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CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS— Continued. 

.  ,  i,ticr  from  Council  of  Safety  to  delegation  in,  rcspectin:; 

,(ie  coiutition  of  the  norlliern  frontiers,  U);is,  w.i'J,  1042 

24fi  Lcl"-'"'  Council  of  Safety  to  Presiilent  of,  traiismittiii;; 
information  of  the  raising  of  the  siege  of  Fort  fecluiylcr, 
the  battle  of  Bennington,  and  the  retreat  of  Gen.  iJur- 
goyne,   104S 

210  Answer  of  Delegates   I05o 

»vi>  Letter  from  Council  of  Salety  to  Delesites  in,  relative  to  tlie 

"        loss  of  Fort  Montgomery,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 

enemy,   307i 

251  Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to,  rcspectin^i  the  convention 

■with  Gen.  Burgoyne,  on  the  surrender  of  his  army,  11)75.  1076 

IJ"  Letter  from  James  Duane,  a  Delegate  in,  to  Council  oi' 

Safety  ;    W9i 

253.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to  Delegates  in,  respecting  con- 
tracts for  the  manufacture  ol' hides  and  leather,   111)2 

2jl.  Letter  from  Convention  to  Delegates  in,  transmitting  ac. 
counts  and  vouchers  of  disbursements  paid  by  this  State, 

for  prisoners  of  war,     ]n4 

Letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  a  Delegate  in,  to  Convention, 

*"  respecting  the  purchase  of  woollens  for  the  use  of  the 
troops,  and  informing  of  the  ratification,  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Virginia,  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation,.   }iu; 

256.  Letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  a  Delegate  in,  to  Convention,  re- 

specting abuses  in  the  commissary's  and  quarter-master's 
departments,  ■.-   1117 

257.  Resolutions  of  Convention,  authorizing  and  requesting  dele- 

gation in,  to  appoint  a  person  to  make  up  into  clothing 
such  of  the  woollens  purchased  for  the  troops  of  this 
State,  ns  are  prop  .'r  for  that  purpo-c  ;  anil  to  deliver  the 
same  to  the  commanding  otricers  of  the  two  Continental 
battalions  raised  under  the  itirection  of  this  State,   1117 

258.  Resolutions  of,  recoraraendins  the  several  eastern  and  mid- 

dle States  to  appoint  commissioners,  to  meet  at  New-Ha- 
Ten,  for  the  regtilation  ofthe  prices  of  labor,  manufactures 
and  internal  produce,  and  the  charge  of  innholders,  Ac. .  1117 
CONTINENTAL  FRIGATES. 
(See  Sliips  and  Vessels,  93,  94,  96, 'j7,  9S,  99,100,  10], 
102,  103,  lOS.) 
(See  Tudor,  Samuel,  2  ) 
(See  Bicker,  Victor,  Jr  ) 
(See  Continental  Congress,  -OiJ.) 

1.  Resolution  of  Convention  for  embodying  an  armed  force,  to 

guard  at  Esopus  Landing   904 

(See  Hudson  River,  47  to  53.) 

2.  Appointment  of  Daniel  Sliaw  as  1st  lieutenant  of  the  Con- 

gress, under  the  command  of  Capt.  Thomas  Grennci,   IdOl 

3.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safety,  to  marine  committee  of  Con- 

gress, respecting  officers  of,  tec   1015 

4-  Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to  Capt.  Grennel,   1015 

(See  Clinton,  George,  ,50.) 
CONTINENTAL  LOAN  OFFICE. 

(See  Commissioners  of  Loan  Office.) 
(See  Ten  Broeck,  Dirck.) 
CONTINENTAL  PAPER  CURRENCY. 
).  Appointment  of  committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of  emit- 

l""?   14 

2.  Letter  from  Provincial  to  Continental  Congress,  relative 

thereto,   j4 

3.  Report  of  committee  on  ;  merchants  of  the  city  desired  to  at- 

tend discussion  thereof'  15,  IS  19 

4.  Report  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  copy,  together  with  letter, 

directed  to  be  sent  to  Continental  Congress   20 

(See  Continental  Concrress.  11.) 
6.  Letter  from  Delegates  in  Continental  Consress,  respecting'.  30,  39, 

46,  47,  64,  84 

6.  Answers  of  Provincial  Congress,  .32  33 

7.  One  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  of,  delivered 

to  Treasurer,    nCi 

8.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  for  emission  of  £45,000, 

to  defray  expenses  incurred  by  Colony   123 

9.  Letter  to  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress,  relative  to  emis- 

sion of,«   212 

10.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress  relative  to  redemption 

and  sinking  of,   223 

11  Directions  for  receipt  of  additional  sum  of,  from  Continental 

Congress,   224 

IC  Receipt  of,  and  delivery  to  Treasurer   244 

13.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress  fir  a  further  emission 
of  three  millions  of  dollars  of,  and  provisions  tor  its  rc- 

demptioo,   251,  252 

(See  Colonial  Paper  Currency.) 

14  Loan  olTicers  directed  to  receive  in  payment  of  loans   3.50 

15.  Appointment  of  committee  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  pre- 
venting depreciation  of,   775 

IP.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress  for  the  prevention  ofthe 
depreciation  of,  and  recommending  the  passage  ol  laws  lor 

the  punishment  of  such  oll'ence  7S9,  790 

rSee  Bills  of  Creilit.) 
17.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Consrress  recommending  to  avoid 

the  furthe-  emission  of,  and  to  sinic  that  .already  emitted..  825 
M.  Resolutions  of  House  of  Representatives  anil  Council  of  .M.-is- 
sachusctts  Bay,  appointing  a  committee  to  cooler  with 
eommitlee  of  this  and  the  eastern  Stales,  relative  to  the 
depreciation  ol,   994 


CONTINENTAL  PAPER  CUURENCY— CoNTiNi  En. 

19.  Appointment  of  committee  by  Council  (,r  .Safety,  and  inswcr 

of  Council  ifMji) 

20.  Letter  from   John  Sloss    llobart,  respeclin;:  traii^iiiitliiig 

amount  of  bills  of  credit  emitted  and  in  circul.iiion  in 
New-York  and  the  New-England  States,   J030 

CONVENTION  OF  SENATE  AND  ASSE.Mi:  1.  V. 
J.  Organization,  list  of  members,  and  proceedings  of  idiI]  iijijt 

CONVENTION  OF  REPRESEXT.VTIVES  OF  Till 
PEOPLE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW-VOKK. 

1.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress  changing  the  style  ,,1 

'o.  51) 

2.  Adjournment  to  Harlem,    i.^ 

3.  do  to  Fishkill,  .5911  ',,|||) 

4.  JMembers,  directed  to  furnish  themselves  with  arms  and  am- 

munition, to  prevent  surprise   (;--> 

5.  Adjournment  to  Kingston,  ;  mi-j  njiJ 

COOK,  GEORGE. 

I.  Petition  of,  for  employment  in  making  belts  and  pouches,   $7 

COOKE,  SAMUEL. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  surgeon  of  third  regiment,  H2  121 

(See  Livingston,  Henry  Jr.) 
COOMBE,  GEORGE. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  commissary  of  provisions  to  the  militia  of 

Tarrytown,   524 

COOPER,  GILBERT. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  muster-master  of  Capt.  Robert  Johiiscn's 

company,   q,^ 

2.  Appintnient  of,  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  regiment  of  inilitia  ;n 

Orange  county,   503 

CORNELL,  JOHN. 
1.  Order  for  delivery  of  horse  to,  left  at  .■'.Ir.  Waldron's  stalls  by 

George  Nicholson  ;  and  provision  lor  keeping,   14S 

3.  Permission  to,  to  prosecute  therefor,  .~   jso 

CORNWALL.    (See  Orange  County.) 
COFyNWELL,  ASPIXWALL. 
1.  Choice  of  as  ensign,  in  Capt.  John  Sands'  company  of  miiilia. 

in  Queens  county,   27  5 

COUNCIL  OF  APPOINTMENT. 
1.  Proceedings  of  Convention,  in  fiaming  Constitution  relative 

to,  S75,  S76,  .S77,  890 

COUNCIL  OF  REVISION. 
I.  Proceedings  of  Convention,  in  framing  Constitution,  relative 

to,   860,  S62,,S91,."592 

COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

1,  Organization  and  choice  of,  yjo,  911,1062 

2.  Adjournment  of,  to  Poughkeepsie,   no3 

COUNTERFEIT  BILLS. 

(See  Westchester  County,  47, 49,  .50.) 
(See  Ulster  County,  44,  67.) 
(See  Suffolk  County.  62.) 
(See  Prisoners,  94.) 
(See  Continental  Congress.  167.)  '  " 

(See  Bills  of  Credit,  7,  8.) 
(See  Resolutions  of  Convention,  22.) 
COUNTY  COMMITTEES. 

1.  Recommended  to  be  formed,    ]5  ]^ 

2.  Directed  to  purchese  or  hire  arms  for  use  of  Continental  ar- 

my,.   103 

3.  Authorized  to  apprehend,  try  and  imprison  suspected  persons, 

and  to  sequester  estates,  ice  KJ],  13^ 

4.  To  appoint  assessors  and  collectors,  for  the  apportionment 

and  collection  of  the  quotas  of  the  several  counties,  for  the 
redemption  of  bills  of  credit,  and  to  act  as  supervisors,..  134 

5.  To  appoint  county  treasurers  ;  duties  and  fees  of,   134 

6.  Chairm.an  of,  with  aid  of  militia  officers,  to  carry  into  execu- 

tion resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety,  for  impv^sment 
and  appraisal  of  arms  in  the  hands  of  persons  not  havin? 
signed  ti.e  general  association,   ]50 

7.  Authorized  to  call  in  assistance,  when  necessary,  from  neigh- 

bouring Colonies,   214 

8.  Authorized  to  imprison  persons  refusing  to  appear  and  give 

testimony,  when  required,   215 

9.  Circular  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  respecting  election  of 

Delegates  to  General  Assembly,  236,240 

10.  Circul.ar  from  Committee  of  Safety  and  Provincial  Congress, 

respecting  the  enlisting  of  men  in  the  four  Conlinental  re- 
giments, and  the  choice  of  officers   269,  308 

11.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress  authorizing  loans  to.  for 

the  public  service,      356 

12.  Circular  to,  requestin?  a  return  of  the  names  of  recruiting  of- 

ficers, and  the  number  of  men  enlislejl,  and  (o  cause  such 
troops  to  be  forwarded  to  the  city  ol' New-York,   396 

13.  Circular  to,  respecting  the  forwarding  of  arms  taken  from  dis- 

affected persons,    417 

14.  Circular  to,  requesting  an  enumeralion  of  inhabitants,  kc   45'< 

(See  Resolutions  of  {'onvention,  29.) 

15.  Authorised  and  dirorted  to  retail  Bohea  tea,  at  fixed  prices 

and  limiteil  qunnlities,   682 

16.  Authorized  to  grant  passes  to  travellers,  &c   706 
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10. 

11. 

12. 
13. 


15 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 


24 


do 

do 

Jacob  Miller,  

970 

do 

do 

970 

do 

do 

971 

do 

do 

Williaia  Frazer,  

971 

do 

do 

Thonia'i  Klcwer,  .... 

971 

do 

do 

Alexaaiier  Patterson,  . 

971 

do 

do 

971 

do 

do 

Thos.  Vcilcanil  others. 

COUNTY  TREASURERS. 

(See  County  Coiniiultcc,  5.) 
COURT  OF  ADMIRALTY.  (See  Admiralty.) 
COURTS  OF  JUSTK  i:. 

(See  Duer,  William,  3.) 
(See  Charlutto  County,  -.) 
(See  Resolutions  of  Conventiiin,4.) 

1.  Proceedings  of  Convention  in  IVaiuin;;  a  constitution  relative 

to  the  organization  of,   8S2 

2.  Draft  of  commission  for  liolJin?  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer 

and  general  jail  delivery  in  lliis  blate,   91S,  94'J 

COURTS  MARTIAL. 

(See  Resolutions  of  Convention.  123.) 

1.  Proceedings  and  testimony  before,  in  the  eases  of  Samuel 

Knap  and  Samuel  Uevine,  on  char;,'e  of  treason,   SM.Slj 

2.  Letter  from  Gen.  McDouuall,  transinillinic  |iroceeJiiiss  of,  on 

the  trial  of  Simon  Mav  bee,  charged  as  a  spy  ;  continuation 

of,  '.   .'^^3,  S,S4 

3.  Letter  from  Gen.  McDouirull.  transmitlin^j  ]iroeeeilings  and 

sentence  of,  in  the  ca>es  ot"  Jolm  \VilIianis,  Job  IjabcocU, 
Anthony  Hill  and  Tliomas  barker,  charged  with  traitor, 
ous  correspondence  with  the  enemy     902 

4.  Confirmation  of,  in  the  cases  of  John  Williams  and  .Vnthony 

Hill,  and  pardon  under  the  gallows  to  Job  Babcock  after 

the  executions  of  the  others,   90-!,  90,') 

5.  Letter  from  Gen.  George  Clinton,  transmitting  the  proceed- 

ings and  sentence  of,  against  sundry  persons  tried  at  Fort 
Montgomery,  and  proceedings  of  Convention  thereon,  90-*,  909. 

922  to  920,  927,  92S 

6.  Pardon  to  William  Tielts  and  Hendrick  Crispell,   909 

7.  Letter  from  Convention  to  Gen.  George  Clinton,  respecting 

prisoners  sent  by  him,   914 

8.  Pardon  to  sundry  persons  condemned  by   939,  943 

9.  Letter  from  Gen.  JIcDougall,  transmitting  procee. lings  of, 

against  John  Likeley  and  Anthony  Umans;  answer  of 

Council  of  Safety,   9l)4,  gfi") 

Proceeding  of  Council,  in  the  case  of  James  Huetson,  and 

confirmation  of  sentence,  908,  909 

Proceedings  of  Council  in  the  case  of  Robert  Coventry,.  . , ,  909 

do  do  do       Israel  Osborn,   969 

do  do  do       Benj.   Ingraham,  .Vsa 

Beebe  and  Moses  Wooster   909 

14.  Proceedings  of  Council  in  the  case  of  Jesse  Bullis   909,  970 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

Letter  from  Brig.  Gen.  Ten  Broeck,  transmitting  proceedings 
of,  in  case  of  Andries  Huyck,  of  Schodack.  in  the  manor 

of  Rensselaerwyck  ;  con  tinned,   9S4 

Pardon  granted  to  Jacob  I'urlcr,  Jr.  Cornelius  Furler  and 
Coenrad  Mysener,  condemned  H,   987 

25.  Pardon  granted  to  Walter  Stouter   991 

26.  do       do         William  Kelder   906 

27.  Letter  from  Gen.  Putman,  transmitlini  proceedinijs  and  sen- 

tence of,  in  the  case  of  Edward  Palmer,  tried  and  convict- 
ed as  a  spy,    1020 

COVENHOVEX,  XICHOL-XS. 

1.  Appointment  of  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  militia  drafted 

from  Kings  and  Queens  counties,   .^CS 

2.  Examination  of,  on  his  escape  from  the  British  troops  as  a  _ 

prisoner,    

CRANE,  JOSEPH. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  captain-lieutenant  in  Captain  Sebastian 

Baaman's  company  of  artillery,   403 

CRANE,  IVILLIAM,  LIKUT. 
1.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  X30  to  pay  for 

billeting  money  and  men,   142 

CREGIER,  CORNELIUS. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  assistant  commissary  of  clothing  store,. . 

CROTON  RIVER. 
1.  Directions  to  Brig.  Gen.  .Morris  and  Captain  Townshend,  to 

march  to  the  mouth  of,   

CROWN-POINT. 

(Sec  Ticondcroga  and  Crown-Point.) 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

1.  Letter  to  Col.  James  Holers,  of  Kent  

2.  Names  and  credentials  of  Delegates  from,  to  first  Provincial 

Congress,  

3.  Information  respecting  State  of:  and  appointment  of  com- 

mittee thereon,   fi-* 

4.  Appointment  of  member  of  Committee  of  Safety  for   .0 

5.  Resolalion  of  committee  ol.  empowering  Delegates  in  Provin- 

cial Consress  to  act  singly  ■ 

6.  Samuel  Wells,  of,  requcslcrl  to  attend  belore  Committee  of 


PACE. 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY— Continued. 

8.  Names  and  credentials  of  Delegates  from,  to  second  Provin- 

cial Congress,   226 

9.  Letter  from  Col.  James  Rogers,  declining  the  ollicc  of  briga- 

dier-general of  militia  for  political  reasons,    223 

10.  Objections  of  inhabitants  of  Putney,  Westminster  and  Ful- 

ham  townships  in,  against  the  gentlemen  rccomnieiided  by 
county  committee  as  lield  ollicers  of,   22S 

11.  Association  in  Townshend,    228 

12.  Field  otlicers  for  regiments  of  militia  and  of  minute  men 

in,  appointed   237 

13.  Rccouimenilation  to  committees  of,  and  of  Charlotte  ai.d 

Gloucester,  to  nominate  a  brigadier-general  of  militia   237 

14.  Committee  of,  directed  to  report  list  of  ollicers  under  the 

rank  of  field  olficers,   237 

1.").  Committee  of,  directed  to  nominate  field  ollicers  for  lower  le- 

gimenl  of  militia  in  said  county,   237 

10.  Letter  I'rom  Samuel  Stevens  of,  relative  to  the  appointment 

of  field  otlicers  in,   23S 

17.  Letter  I  rom  Committee  of  Safety  to  committee  of,  relative  to 

divisions  and  disscntioiis  in,   242 

15.  Permission  to  Dr.  Paul  Spooncr,  a  member  of  Committee  of 

Safety  from,  to  return  home  :  and  provision  for  e.vpense,. .  243 

19.  Return  of  militia  olficers  of  first  regiment  of,   :;2  i,331 

20.  Letter  from  committee  ol',  respecting  pay  of  Delegates  from, 

to  Provincial  Congress,  and  order  of  Provincial  Congress 
thereon,   331 

21.  Letter  from  Samuel  Gale,  clerk  of,  complaining  of  seizure  of 

and  imprisonment  in  Fairfield  county,  Connecticut :  resolu- 
tions and  proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon,  3.i9,  340, 

365 

22.  Letters  from  Provincial  Congress  to  committee  of  Fairfield 

county,  requesting  the  immediate  discharge  of  said  Samuel 
Gale   3C5 

23.  Names  and  credentials  of  Delegates  from,  in  third  Provincial 

Congress,   490 

24.  Names  and  credentials  of  Delegates  in  fourth  Provincial 

Congress   515 

(See  Militia,  25.) 
(See  Eayley,  Jacob.) 

25.  Letter  from  committee  of,  respecting  the  institution  of  a  form 

of  government,    587 

26.  Reservation  by  committee  of,  of  right  of  set'eding  from  the 

government  of  this  State  ;  and  acknowledgment  of  juris- 
diction by  Dci)uties  from,   646 

27.  lntcrro'.:atories  propoundeil  by  Convention  to  Deputies  iVum, 

and  their  answers  relative  to  such  jurisdiction,   647 

28.  Report  of  Committee,  on  application  of  Joaii  Hoisinglon, 

commander  of  company  of  rangers,  for  the  defence  ol', 
and  relative  to  the  claim  of,  jurisdiction  of  this  State,  over,  659, 

060,  661 

29.  Resolutions  of  Convention  thereupon,   001 

30.  Report  of  committee  relative  to  condition  of   775.  776 

31.  i'reamble  and  resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety  thereon : 

and  letter  to  Continental  Congress,  requesting  the  recall  of 
the  commissions  granted  to  Col.  Seth  Warner  and  his  oiri- 


807 


541 


21 


49 


105 


Safety,    ^  _  , 

Letter  to  committee  of,  requesting  the  attendance  ol  Dele- 
gates Irom,  in  Provincial  Congress  


145 


199  [ 


Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  Continental  Congress  re- 
lative todisali'ections  in,   >20,  S21 

Instructions  to  ilelecation  in  Congress  relative  to  claim  of  re- 
presentation in  Congress  from,  Ac   869 

Election  of  Paul  Spooner  as  sherifl"  of,   912 

(See  Resolutions  of  Convention,  137.) 

Recommendation  to  inhabitants  of,  to  term  associations,  imc.  921 

Representation  of  committee  of,  giving  an  account  of  the 
state  of  said  county,  as  to  the  revolted  subjects  who  set  up 
an  independent  government,  -   9S5 

Letter  from  Paul  Spooner,  resigning  his  oiVice  as  sherilf  of 

said  county,   995 

(See  Vermont.) 

CURRENCY. 

(See  Continental  Paper  Currency. 
(See  Colonial  Paper  Currency.) 
(See  Bills  of  Credit.) 
CURRIE,  DAVID. 
Appointment  of  as  commissary,  kc.  bond  of;  and  requisition 
on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,   953 

CURTENIUS,  PETER  T.   fSee  Commissary.) 
Resoliuinns  of  Provincial  Congress  tor  the  appointment  of 
as  commissary,  for  the  purchase  of  stores  and  provisions, 
and  the  engagement  of  artificers  and  manners;  commis- 
sions to  be  allowed  to  ;  and  agreement  to  indemnify,  and 

to  allow  interest  on  advances  of,   27 

Instructions  and  directions  to,  by  Provincial  Congress,   27 

.\cceplance  of,   27 

,  List  of  men  and  articles  directed  to  be  furnished  by  and  for- 
warded to  south  end  of  Lake  George,   2.8 

,  Powder  in  custgdy  of,  to  be  sent  to  committee  at  Albany..  ,  •  30 
.  List  of  artificers  and  stores  directed  to  be  provided  by,  and 

forwarded  to  Ticondcroga,   32 

.  Directed  to  uive  a  receipt  for  certain  powder  obtained  from 
Elizabclhtown,  for  use  of  Provincial  army  at  Massachu- 
setts Bay,   37 

Directed  to  purchase  sundry  articles  of  provisions  for  use  of 
troops,  and  forwarded  to  Albany,   40,  73 
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27. 
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29. 
30 
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33. 

H 
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36. 


CURTENIUS,  PETER  T.— Continued. 

nirccted  to  purchase  sundry  articles  of  military  stores,  45, 

76,  81,  94 

To  purchase  blankets  and  forwnrd  to  Albany  committee,.. .  53 

Xo  procure  sundry  articles  ol"  clothing  and  ammunition  for 
Colonial  troops   59,  65,  75,  99 

To  procure  sundry  articles  of  clothing  and  ammunition  for 
troops  at  TicondcrogQ,  60,  93 

Authorized  to  purchase  certain  articles  of  Messrs.  Robert  and 
John  Murray.  65,  97 

To  procure  drums  for  use  of  troops,   65 

To  provide  provisions  and  tents  for  first  rciriment,  65,  S5 

To  supply  utensils  for  armourer  of  Connecticut  troops  ;  se- 
parate account  to  be  kept,   66 

To  forwanl  to  Albany  hospital  stores  for  use  of  Connecticut 
troops,  ■   J6 

To  supply  sundry  articles  lor  armourer  of  first  regiment,   76 

Letter  from  Committee  of  .«afety  to  Delegates  in  Continental  _ 
Congress,  recommending  continuance  of  employment  of,  85,  86 

To  transmit  to  Albany  sundry  military  stores  and  medicines 
for  use  of  second  regiment,   

To  prevent  sundry  articles  ol'  military  stores  to  Cols.  Clinton 
and  Holmes,  

Letter  from,  respecting  purchase  of  sundry  articles  from 
Messrs.  Murray  

Directed  to  forward  certain  articles  of  military  stores  to  Al- 
bany  106,  1 12,128 

To  furnish  arms  to  Cols  Holmes  and  JMcDougall,   1 10,  127 

Treasurer  directed  to  pay  ±'20,000  to,  for  discharge  of  debts 
contracted  in  the  purchase  of  provisions,  mililary  stores, 


&c. 


To  purchase  sail  cloth  6;c.  for  tents  to  be  forwarded  to  Gen. 

Schuyler  at  Ticonderoga,  

Order  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  £3,000  to  discharge 
debts  contracted  for  provisions,  military  stores,  and  otlier 

necessaries,  

To  provide  watch  coats  for  sentinels;  expense  thereof  to  be 

a  Continental  charge,  

To  purchase  pistols  and  cutlasses  and  forward  to  Ticonde- 
roga  

Treasurer  to  advance  money  to.  on  account,  

To  provide  certain  intrenching  tools  , 

Examination  of  respecting  the  purchase  of  blankets,  &c.. . . 
To  deliver  to  Capt.  Skidmore,  of  Qneens  county,  the  arms 
belonging  to  company  of,  and  pay  appraised  value  of  such 

as  were  appropriated  to  the  public  .service  

Employment  by,  of  Jacamiah  Allen,  to  furnish  lead  and  bul- 
lets,   

.\ccounts  of,  and  balance  due  to  

Directed  to  purchase  salt,  and  transmit  to  Albany,  

Directed  to  examine  arms  preparing  for  Lord  Slirlins's  troops, 
and  to  forbid  the  sale  of  arms  to  persons  residing  out  of 

the  Colony,  

37.  Directed  to  purchase  blankets  for  soldiers  

3S.  Directed  to  keep  separate  acccounls  of  Continental  and  Pro- 
vincial charges,  

3".'.  Treasurer  directed  to  advance  money  to,  

40.  Inventory  of  military  stores  taken   by,  out  of  the  Inwer 

barrarke,  by  order  of  Provincial  Congress  ;  and  directions 
for  safe  keeping  and  preservation  of,  

41.  List  of  articles  directed  to  be  provided  by,  for  use  of  Colo- 

nial troops,   

42.  Letter  from,  to  Provincial  Congress  respecting  demand  of 

certain  hospital  stores  in  possession  of  :  and  letter  from 
Provincial  Conerc^s  to  General  Lee  thereon,  

43.  Directed  to  provide  sundry  artillery  stores  for  defence  of  the 

city  of  New-York,  

4i.  Requisitions  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,   3SS, 

4.5.  Directed  to  procure  suitable  clothing  for  the  troops  

46.  Account  of.  audited  by  committee  of  pay  table,  and  requisi- 
tion on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  

46.  Letter  of,  informing  of  the  landing  of  the  British  troops  on 

Staten  Island,  without  opposition,  ami  of  the  advancement 
of  detachments  to  Bergen-Point  ami  Klizahcthtown  

47.  Letter  from,  transmitiing  a  list  of  articles  contracted  for,  by 

order  of  the  Convention  

48.  Authorized  to  borrow  the  sum  of  X10,000  on  the  credit  of 

the  State  

49.  Account  of  leads,  ball  and  flints  shipped  and  delivered  by,  in 

pursuance  of  orders  of  Congress,  

60.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  for  payment  for  cloth- 
ing to  be  purchased  for  the  troops,  and  directions  relative 
to  such  purchase,  

51.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  balance  due  on  set- 

tlement of  accounts  of,  

52.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  on  account,  

CURTIS,  BENJAMIN'. 
2.  AppoiDtment  of,  as  sergeant  to  first  regiment,...  

D. 

DAN,  DAVID. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  captain  in  Col.  Thomas'  regiment  of  mili. 

tia,  in  Westchester  county,  

DARTMOUTH,  LOUD. 

(See  New- York  City  and  County,  60,  61.) 
(See  Tryon,  Gov.  4,  5.) 


118 
126 


130 

134 

151 
167 
]S2 
193 


240 
253 
253 


576 


94 


99 


99 


DAVIS,  BENJAMIN,  alias  JOHN  JOIIN.'^OiV. 
(Sec  Albany  City,  25.) 
(See  Indian  Affairs,  6.) 
DAVIS,  CAPTAIX  JOH.V. 

1  Return  of  company  of,  in  Suliolk  County,   393 

DEANE,  GILBERT. 
1  Appointment  of,  as  captain  of  a  company  of  militia  in  Col. 

Aaml.  Drake's  regiment,  of  Gen.  Scott's  brigade,   634 

DEANE,  SILAS.  (See  Continental  Congress,  81.) 
DEANE,  AVILLIAM  Jr. 
1.  Certificate  of  Committee  of  Safety  in  favor  of,  and  Jarnes 
Newport,  assistant,  on  his  departure  from  New-York,  tor 

AVilliamsburgh,  in 'Virginia   ;55 

DEBT.    rSee  Public  Debt.) 
1.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  laws  prohibiting  arrest  of  Continental  soldiers, 

for,   244 

DEBTORS. 

1.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety,  directing  the  payment  in- 

to the  treasury  of  all  debts  due  from  Gilbert  Drake  to  Wm. 
Lounsbery,   fiyi 

2.  Resclution  of  Committee  of  Safety,  directing  the  payment  in- 

to the  treasury  of  a  debt  due  from  Henry  Wisnerto  Oliver 

De  Lancy   S03 

3.  Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety,  directing  the  payment  in- 

to the  treasury  of  all  debts  due  to  the  loan  oliices.  and  to 
inhabitants  removed  from  the  .State,  or  residents  of  districts 

within  the  power  of  the  enemy,  .SIS,  819 

DECLARATION  OF  INDEPENDENCE. 

(See  Independence.) 
DEDIMUS  POTESTATEM. 
1.  Form  of,  to  administer  oaths  to  the  several  officers  of  govern- 
ment,   935 

DE  KAY,  CAPT.  CHARLES. 
1.  Examination  and  commitment  of,  to  the  custody  of  Col.  Mc- 

Dougall,  122,  123 

DELAWARE.  (See  Continental  Army,  H.) 
DELLIVAN,  CAPT.  SAMUEL.  (See  Rangers,  7.) 
DEMOTir,  CAPT.  MARCUS. 
1.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  for  payment  ami  subsistence  of  com- 
pany of  rangers  commanded  by,  in  Tryon  county   S2.S 

DENMARK. 

1.  Proclamation  of  Kins  of,  declaring  a  foi  feiture  of  the  estates 
of  all  persons  bearing  arms  against  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  the  present  contest  with  America,  

DENNIS,  PATRICK. 
].  Appointment  of,  as  1st  lieutenant  of  Capt.  Anthony  Rutgers' 

artillery  company,  in  the  city  of  New.'l'ork,  

DENNISTON.  GEORGE. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  adjutant,  Ulster  county  militia   135 

DENTON,  CAPT.  DANIEL. 

(See  Jiickson,  Geo.  Hamilton,  1.) 

1.  Letter  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,  informing  of  the  comple- 

tion of  company  of,  in  Orange  county,  as  a  part  oi'tlie  (-on- 
tinenlal  batlalinn,   357 

2.  Order  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon,.   357 

3.  Requisition  on  Treasurer,  in  favour  of,.   360 

4.  Appointment  of,  as  captain  in  Col  Ritzema's  regiment   405 

DENTON,  JOSEPH.  (See  Suffolk  County,  14.) 
DEPUTY  ADJUTANT-GENERAL. 

1.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  recommending  appoint- 

ment of,   84 

2.  Letter  from  Delegates  in,  recommending  Morgan  Lewis  as  a 

proper  person  therefor,   90 

3.  Appointment  of  William  Duer   91 

4.  Lctfr  to  Continental  ('(.neress,  inforinin?  of,   91 

5.  Letter  from,  requesting  time  to  consider  ol  the  expediency 

and  propriety  of  accepting  such  appointment,  in  conse- 
quence ^l'  the  situation  of  his  private  all'airs,  and  certain 
connections  in  Dominica   107 

6.  Report  of  committee  appointed  to  confer  with,  recommending 

that  he  be  permitted  to  decline  said  appointment   117 

7.  Appointment  of  Robert  G.  Livingston,  Jr   117 

8.  Directed  to  join  the  army  under  command  of  General  Schuy- 

ler  117 

9.  Appointment  of  Edward  Flemming.  as   126 

10.  Directed  to  join  Gen.  Schuyler,  at  Ticonderoca   126 

DEPUTY  PAYMA.STER-GENERAL. 

(See  Trumbull,  Jonathan  Jr.) 
DEPUTIES. 

1.  Attending  the  first  Provincial  Convention,  at  New-'i'ork, 

April  20,  1775   1 

2.  Credentials  of,    ^  I,  2,  3 

3.  Attending  the  first  Provincial  Congress,   7  to  16 

4.  do        second  do   2S5, 206 

5.  do        third  do   448,  449 

DE  LANCEY,  JOHN. 

1.  Reprimanded  for  insult  to  .Mr.  Scott,  a  member  of  Provincial 
Congress,  during  the  session  of  the  House,  and  enjoined  to 
atop  all  farther  dispute  between  them,   101 


792 
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10. 


13. 


1. 


FAC£. 

DE  LANCEY,  OLIVER.  (Sec  Debtors,  1.) 
DKSERTERS. 

Kesolutions  of  CommiUee  of  Safety  for  the  apprehension  and 

punishment  of,   155 

Letter  to  Committee  of  Safety  in  Kew-Jersey,   157 

Answer  of  Committee,    Iti9 

Letter  to  Gen.  Washington,  respecting;,   184 

(See  Holmes,  Jamus,  8,  9.) 
(See  Clinton,  James,  7.) 
(See  Oranje  County,  16  ) 
Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  relative  to  punishment 

of  persons  harbouring,   202 

(See  Suffolk  County,  65.) 
(See  Knap,  Samuel.) 
Letter  from  Gen.  Washington,  recommending  the  passage  of 

laws  for  the  punishment  of,    799 

Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety,  directing  the  apprehen- 
sion of,  and  imposing  penalties  ou  persons  harbouring  or 

concealing,   801 

(See  Hasbrouck,  Capt.  Elias,  4.) 

DEVINE,  SAMUEL. 
Proceedings  and  testimony  before  court  martial,  on  trial  of, 
on  charge  of  treason  ;  letter  from  Gen.  George  Clinton, 
and  Jesse  WoodhuU,  president  of  said  court ;  and  petition 

of  members  thereol',  for  pardon,   S14,  815 

DE  WITT,  CAPT.  JACOB  RUTZEN'. 
Certificate  relative  to  pay  roll  of,  and  requisition  on  Treasu- 
rer in  favour  of,  for  payment,  subsistence  and  boimty  due 

to  company  of  rangers  of,  in  Ulster  cuuniy,   (iSj,  720,  776 

Placed  under  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  Clinton,   813 

DE  WITT,  THOMAS. 
Appointment  of,  as  1st.  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Jacobus  Bruyn's 

company,   99 

DISAFFECTED  PERSONS. 
Resolutions  and  proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  respect- 
ing, in  Queens  and  Richmond  counties.. .  216,  229,  230,  231,  252, 

2S9 

Directing  inhabitants  visiting  the  Colony  from  neighbouring 
Colonies  to  furnish  themselves  with  ccrtilicates  from  the 

committees  of  their  respective  jurisdiction,   232 

Authorizing  the  purchase  of  pitch,  tar  and  turpentine  for  pu- 
blic use  and  safety,   232 

Order  for  arrest  of  Ale.xander  Leslie  on  charge  of  traitorous 

correspondence  with  the  enemy,   252 

(See  Prisoners,  22  to  31.) 
(See  Doughty,  Timothy.) 
Resolution  of  Continental  Congress  for  imprisonment  ol",. . .  •  2''9 
Resolution  of  Continental  Congress  for  disarming  of,  &c.  375,  37li 
Appointment  of  committee  to  report  a  plan  for  disarming, 

pursuant  to  such  resolutions,  ....    3S6 

(.See  Tories  ) 

Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress  for  composition  from,  for 

military  duty,   4-iO 

Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  to  compel  the  di>?iffected  portion  of  Colo- 
nel  Graham's  regiment  of  militia,  in  Rhinebeck  precinct, 
and  Colonel  Field  and  Wm.  Humphries  in  Paulding's  pre- 
cinct, to  march  as  directed  by  resolutions  of  Convention,.  7.57 
(See  Dutchess  County,  -57,  5i.) 
(See  Petitions,  51.) 
Appointment  of  committee  to  leport  an  act  of  grace  for,  not 
charged  with  treason,  who  have  been  sent  out  of  the  State, 
or  confined  within  it,  by  order  of  the  committee  lor  de- 
tecting conspiracies  

Resolutions  of  Convention  therefor,  

Order  tor  apprehending  and  imprisonment  of  Samuel  Towns- 

head,  as,   

Resolutions  of  Convention  for  the  confinement  of,  on  board 
vessels  in  the  Hudson  river  to  be  prepared  for  that  pur- 
pose,  

DOORKEEPER.  (See  Pettit,  Thomas.) 
DOP,  PETER.  (Sec  Ships  and  Vessels,  15.) 
DOUE,  THOMAS. 
Petition  of,  for   relief;  examination  of;  and  proceedinirs 
of  Convention  thereon,   949,  950 

DOUGHTY,  TLMOTHY. 

Order  of  Provincial  Congress  for  discharge  of,   182 

Application  of,  for  copy  of  atfllavits  aaainst ;  denied;   l.*4 

Arrest  and  re-imprisoaiucnt  of,  on  charge  of  disatfection   2SS 

DOUGLASS,  CAPTAIN"  ASA. 
Communication  of,  to  Provincial  Congress  respecting  letter  of 
Colonel  Allen  to  Continental  Coneress.  services  ol,  and 
compensation  to,  troops  wlio  took  Ticomlerosa,  Crown- 
Point,  &c.  and  desiring  the  command  of  forces  raised  in 
King's  district,     14 

DOUW,  VOLCKERT  P. 

(See  Albany,  35.)                     •  • 
(See  Caughnawaga  Indians.) 
(See  Six  Nations,  1.) 
DRAKE,  COLONEL  GILBERT. 
Report  of  committee  and  rcsolulions  of  Provincial  Congress, 
for  allowance  to,  as  compensation  for  his  services  and  ex- 
penses io  purchasing  provisions,   495 

285 
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PAOE. 

DRAKE,  COLONEL  JOSEPH. 

1.  Resolution  of  Convention  explanatory  of  the  preference 

given  to  Colonel  Thomas,  in  the  appointment  of  miiula  of- 
ticers  in  Westchester  county,  and  expressing  their  high  re- 
gard for  the  integrity,  talents  and  military  virtue  of,   537 

2.  Resolution  of,  and  appointment  of  committee  to  investigate 

conduct  of,   556 

3.  Letter  from,  setting  Ibrth  his  conduct  relative  to  drafting  men 

out  of  his  regiment,  and  the  reasons  of  his  resignation,  . .  565 

4.  Letter  from,  transmitting  an  account  of  proceedings  of,   597 

5.  Letter  from  Convention  to,  approving  ol  proceedings  of,   59S 

DRAKE,  SAMUEL. 
Col.  of  regiment  of  minute  men  in  Westchester  county. 

1.  Letter  from,  relative  to  supply  of  arms,  ike   304 

2.  Return  of  oHicers  of  coni\>aiiy  of,  in  Harrison's  precinct;  and 

requisition  on  Treasurer  Ibr  advance  to,  for  use  of  his  re- 
giment,   314,  3-28 

3.  Officers  of  regiment  01',   319,320 

4.  Return  of  otKcers  of  militia  company  in,    331 

(See  Grahan\  Lewis,  Lieut.  Col.) 

5.  Appointment  as  colonial  of  militia  regiment  in  Westchester 

county  in  the  Continental  service,   489 

DREWIDZ,  JOHAN  CHRISTIAN. 

(See  Prisoners,  10.) 
DRUMMOND,  LORD. 
1.  Permission  for,  to  repair  to  the  island  of  Bermuda,  for  the  re- 
covery of  his  health  ;  and  certificate  in  favor  of,   405 

DRUMS. 

1.  Directions  for  procuring,  tor  use  of  Colonial  troops,   65 

2.  Petition  of  Samuel  Faulkenham  and  David  Woolhauptcr,  to 

be  employeil  in  making,    ~'j 

DUANE,  JAMES. 
1.  Re-election  of,  as  a  Delesate  in  Congress,  and  vote  of  thanks 

to,  for  his  long  and  faithl'ul  service  therein,   931 

DUBOIS,  CORNELIUS  J. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  second  lieulcnant  in  Captain  John  L.  De 
Witt's  company  in  Colonel   Humphrey's  regiment  of 

Dutchess  county,   525,552 

DUBOIS,  DAVID. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  first  lieutenant  in  Captain  Nicholson's, 

company,    99 

DUBOIS,  LEWIS. 

1.  Muster  roll  of,  returned  and  filed   112 

2.  Appointment  of,  as  major  of  Ulster  county  .militia,   135 

3.  Appointment  ol,  as  colonel  of  New-York  regiment,  with  in- 

structions to  raise  a  regiment  to  serve  tor  three  years  or 
during  the  v.-ar  ,  and  appointment  of  held  otiicers  of,  ....  510 

4.  Accounts  of  billeting  company  of  troops  of,  in  Colonel  Clin- 

ton's regiment,   526 

5.  Requisition  on  Treasurer,  in  favour  of,  for  recruiting  service 

of  his  *"egiment,   755 

Requisition  on  Treasurer  for  bounty,  SKi,  847 

7-  Letter  from  General  George  Clinton,  respecting  appoinlment 
of  pay-master  and  other  otficers  of  regiment  of;  ami  re- 
solutions of  Council  of  Safety  thereon,   977 

DUER,  WILLIAM. 

1.  Communication  from,  to  Provincial  Congress  respecting  cer- 

tain charges  against,  and  requesting  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  of  investigation;  appointment  of  such  commit- 
tee,  42 

2.  Report  of  committee  in  favour  of,  and  order  thereon,   13,  44 

3.  Letter  from,  respecting  cumbinations  of  disalfected  persons, 

on  New-Hampshire  Grants,  to  slop  the  courts  of  justue  at 
Fort  Edward  :  and  answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,          7],  72 

4.  Letter  from  chairman  of  Springlield  committee,  Massachu- 

setts Bay,  in  commendation  of  conduct  of,   76,  77 

4.  Appointment  of,  as  deputy  adjutant-2encral,   [if 

6.  Letter  from,  expressing  his  respect  and  gratitude  for  the  confi- 

dence reposed  in,  and  requesting  an  indulgence  of  three 
days  to  determine  whether  he  can  accept  the  same,  in  con- 
sequence of  certain  connections  in  Dominica   ;07 

7.  Report  of  cuniinittee  appointed  to  confer  with,  recommend- 

ing that  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  he 

be  permilied  to  decline  .^ucli  appointment   J 17 

8.  Letter  from  General  Schuyler,  respecting  petition  of,  relative 

to  election  of  Deputies  to  Provincial  Congress  from  Char- 
lotte county,   453 

9.  Letter  iVom  General  Gates,  relative  to  proceedings  of  Gen. 

General  Clinton  and  the  Continental  army,   750,  751 

10.  Letter  from,  to  Committee  of  Safety,  relative  to  proceedings 
of  the  army  in  Westchester  county,  and  the  movements  of 
Generals  Heath  and  Wooster   803,809 

10.  .\ppointment  of,  as  a  Delegate  from  this  State  to  Continental 

Congress   855 

11.  Re-election  of ;  vote  of  thanks  to   931 

DUMOND,  EGBERT. 
1.  Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety  calling  upon,  to  account 

with  the  Treasurer  for  moneys  advanced  by  him   694 

DURLIN,  JOHN. 
1.  Appointment  of.  as  captain  of  the  forces  raised  in  Dutchess 
county  for  the  quieting  and  apprehension  of  disalfected 
persons,   503 
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DUTCHESS  COUNTY. 
.  K-        and  credentials  of,  JDeputies  from,  to  first  Provincial 

1.  n*™*  T   O  'i  A 

Convenuon,   •  r  •■•  ^>f>^i'* 

*  Proceedings  and  statement  of  comimltees  Irom  precincts  of 
Jtumbout,  Northeast,  Amenia  and  Kynbeck,  relative  to 

choice  of  Deputies     4 

J  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from  Provincial  Congress,  7, 

16 

X  Appoio'™^"' "'^  ■  ■   '0 

A  General  association  signed  by  inhabitants  of  Amenia  pre- 
cinct :  108 

5  Appointment  of  field  officers  of  reiiment  of  minute  men  in,.  135 

6  Letter  from  Egbert  Benson,  chairman  of  committee  of,  in- 

forming that  Mordccai  Lester  andiUessrs.  Doughty  and 
Berghs,are  said  to  have  enlisted  men  and  purchased  sup- 
plies for  the  enemy,  and  order  to  Col.  Lasher  to  appre- 
hend said  Lester,   138 

(See  Ships  and  Vessels,  21.) 

7.  Letter  from  chiarman  of  committee,  and  sundry  certificates 

relative  to  arms  procured  for  troops,  in,   150 

8.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  enclosing  sundry  affi- 

davits asainst  Timothy  Doughty,  Adam  Bergh,  Christian 
Bergh,  Jr.  and  others,   158 

9.  Discharge  of  Timothy  Doughty,  a  prisoner  arrested  in,  for 

certain  disturbances  ;  and  grounds  of  such  discharge,   1S2 

10.  Letter  I'rom  President  of  Continental  Congress  respecting 

the  raising  of  recruits  in,  for  the  British  array  by  one 
Grant,  and  recommending;  the  arrest  of  said  Grant,   188 

11.  Remonstrance  of  associated  company  at  Poughkeepsie;  and 

order  for  commissions  for,    191 

12.  Letter  to  Poughkeepsie  committee  recommending  the  arrest 

of  Grant,  &c   194 

13.  Return  of  officers  of  second  minute  company  in  Amenia  pre- 

cinct,   195 

14.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  committee  of,  transmit- 

ting resolutions  of  Continental  Congress  relative  to  raising 
of  men  from  militia  of,  for  occupation  and  defence  of  the 
fortifications  at  tlie  Highlands,   198 

15.  Letter  from  chairman  of  Amenia  precinct  in,  enclosing  asso- 

ciation signed  by  Josiah  Jlorse  and  Andrew  L.  Harvey,  Jr-  202 
IG,  Letter  from  Egbert  Benson,  chairman  of  committee  of,  in- 
forming of  the  apprehension  of  Col.  Brant,   202 

17.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  irom  attending  second 

Provincial  Congress,   205,  293 

18.  Letters  from  Egbert  Benson,  chairman  of  committee  of,  in- 

forming of  appointment  of  corresponding  committee  in 
said  county,  and  respecting  the  raising  of  troops  in  for  de- 
fence of  the  fortifications  at  the  Higlilands,   207,  20S 

IJ.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress  for  confinement  of  Jaco- 
bus Oostrum,  Johannes  IMedler  and  Barnt  Lewis,  m  jail  of, 
and  provisions  for  support  of,   208 

Jl.  Ltttcr  from  committee  of,  respecting  apprehension  of  sundry 
persons  on  a  charge  of  aiding  Peter  Harris  in  enlisting 
men  for  the  ministerial  array,  and  requesting  extension  of 
authority  of,  in  the  citation  of  witnesses  ;  resolution  of 
Provincial  Congress  conferring  such  authority,   215 

2J.  Lttlcr  from  Jacobus  Swarlwout,  chairman  of  committee  at 
FishWill,  containing  return  of  officers  of  Captain  Stephen 
BrincWcrhofTs  company,     229 

22.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  informing  of  the  ap- 

prehension and  confinement  of  Timothy  Doughty,  on 
charge  of  divilfection,   2S8 

23.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  transmitting  recom- 

mendation of  oriicers  for  three  companies  in,  for  Continen- 
tal service   297 

24.  Return  of  election  of  ollicers  of  militia  company  in  Pough- 

keepsie,   31] 

3.i.  Letter  from  Zephaniah  Piatt,  chairman  of  committee  of 
Poughkeepsie,  informing  of  the  raising  of  three  compa- 
nies in,  requesting  information  as  to  the  destination  of  the 
several  regiments  to  be  raiscil  lor  the  Continental  service, 
and  recommending  the  appointment  of  a  major  in  Colonel 
Sutherland's  regiment   314 

2'j.  Return  of  election  of  officers  in  a  minute  company  in  Char- 
lotte precinct,  in,    320 

27.  Return  of  election  of  officers  of  company  of  militia  in  Rum- 
boat  precinct   323 

2^.  Return  of  election  of  officers  of  several  companies  in  Colonel 

Jacobus  Swartwout's  regiment  of  minute  men,   323 

29.  Return  of  election  of  officers  of  company  of  minute  men  in 

Beekraan  precinct,   331 

30.  Return  of  election  of  officers  of  1st  company  of  1st  regiment 

of  militia,  in,   353 

31.  Instructions  to  committee  of,  to  permit  the  exportation  of  pro- 

visions from,  to  New-Ynrk,  by  Abraliam  Livine^ion,   376 

32.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  respectin;,'  diliiculty  in 

raising  troops,  and  suggesting  an  augmentation  of  wages; 
answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,   385 

33.  Letter  from  John  Barnes,  of  Charlotte  precini?t,  111,  enclosing 

alterations  in  four  companies  of  militia  therein,   385 

34.  Return  of  officers  of  militia  in-  f'reilericsbureh   390 

35.  Letter  from  chairman  of  Rhinebeck  committee,  respectin'.'  the 

supply  of  provisions  to  Mordecni  Lester  and  Fred.  Klein, 
prisoners  in  the  jail  at  ICingston,  and  order  of  Committee 
of  Safety  thereon   415 

36.  Directions  to  committee  of,  for  the  apprehension  and  confine- 


45. 


50. 


58. 


59. 


68. 


PAGX. 

DUTCHESS  COUNTY— CoNTiNTjED. 
ment  of  Thomas  Gibson  and  Robert  Hamilton,  on  charge 
of  enlisting  men  for  the  ministerial  service   430 

Direction  to  committee  of,  for  delivery  of  arms  taken  from 
disaffected  persons,  to  Lieut.  Col.  Livingston,  lor  the  use 
of  Col.  Clinton  s  regiment,   .130 

Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  third  Provincial 
Congress,   459 

Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  informing  01' the  liivi- 
sion  of  the  southern  regiment  of  militia  in,  and  traii;nut. 
ting  a  description  of  the  two  regiments  thereby  lormcd, 
and  list  of  persons  nominated  I'or  field  officers,   i^-j  .153 

Report  of  committee  relative  to  lead  mines  in,   '  4^3 

Application  of  chairman  of  coraraittee  of,  for  an  armed  furce 
for  the  quieting  and  apprehending  of  disaffected  persons 
in   199 

Report  of  committee  thereon,  and  proceedings  of  Provincial 
Congress,  ordering,  -[99,  500,  503 

Appointment  of  Melancton  Smith  and  John  Durlin  as  cap- 
tains of  said  companies,   503 

Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  directing  general  commit- 
tee of,  to  investigate  charges  against  certain  captains  in 
Col,  Luddington's  regiment  of  militia,  for  refusing  to  per- 
mit drafts  to  be  made  out  of  their  respective  companies, 
for  completing  the  brigade  of  militia  to  be  raised  in  said 
county,   507 

Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  recommending  to  the  bri- 
gadier.gencral  and  committee  of,  to  expedite  the  comple- 
tion of  the  quota  of  militia  directed  to  be  raised  in.  and  to 
forward  their  march,  iVc   507 

Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  third  Provincial 
Congress,  at  White-Plains,   515 

Resolution  of  Conveution  tor  stationing  troops  raised  in,  and 
Westchester  counties,  at  Peekskill   525 

Appointment  of  field  olhcers  of  regiments  of  militia  in   528 

Appointment  of  field  ollicers  in  Col.  Henry  Ludenlon's  regi- 
ment  5  32,  533 

General  committee  of,  directed  to  cause  the  powder  mill  of 
John  R.  Livingston,  with  llie  stores  and  magazines  allath- 
eil,  to  be  guarded,  and  to  order  Capt.  I\Ielancton  Smith  to 

detach  a  guard  for  tliat  purpose,   551 

(See  Clinton,  George.) 

Militia  of,  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's 
warning,     bOl 

Report  of  committee,  respecting  the  expediency  of  calling  out 
the  militia  of,   C06 

Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  chairman  of  committee 
of  Kingston,  for  the  removal  of  the  prisoners  of  war,  to 
Morristown,in  New-Jersey,  and  letter  to  committee  respect- 
ing the  sale  of  tea,   609 

Resolution  of  Convention,  directing  committee  of,  to  provide 
for  the  immediate  raising  of  a  detachment  of  militia  ol',  for 
the  reinforcement  of  the  garrison  at  the  Highlands.   651 

Organization  and  officers  of  company  in,  for  the  detection  and 
suppression  of  conspiracies,   666 

Order  for  apprehension  and  commitment  of  Phinehas  Ford, 
on  charge  of  felony   754 

Resolutions  of  Convention,  for  compelling  the  disaffected  por- 
tion of  militia  of,  in  Rhinebeck  precinct,  in  Col.  Grnham's 
regiment,  and  of  Cols.  Field  and  Wm.  Humphries'  re- 
giments, in  Paulding's  precinct,  to  march  to  the  several 
posts  previously  directed  by  Convention,  7"'7,  776 

Letter  from  Nathan  Pierce,  chairman  of  committee  of  Paul- 
ding's precinct,  informing  of  the  number  of  riisailect'jd  in 
said  precinct,  add  of  the  measures  adopted  for  their  sup- 
pression;  resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety  thereon,  766,  767 
(See  Quakers,  1.) 

Letter  from  Hugh  Rea,  chairman  of  committee  of  Northeast 
precinct,  in,  informing  of  the  levy  of  fines  from  sundry  per- 
sons refusing  to  march  with  tlie  militia   782 

Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety  thereon  785,  786 

Appointment  of  committee  to  inquire  into  the  neghct  of  a 
portion  of  the  militia  of,  to  obey  the  orders  of  General 
Clinton,    901 

Receipt  from  Gerard  Bancker,  vice-treasurer,  to  auditor-ge- 
neral, of  pay  rolls  and  other  accounts  of  moneys  paid  to  mi- 
litia of,    902 

Appointment  of  committee  to  quell  an  intended  insurrection 
in  the  manor  of  Livingston,  in,   909 

Letter  from  Convention  to  Col.  Robert  Van  Rensselaer,  di- 
recting the  marching  of  a  body  of  troops  to  llannan  Pest's 
at  Roelof  Jansen's  kill,  for  the  suppression  of  such  insur- 
rection,  909 

Association  of  exempts  in,    909,  910 

Information  by  Capt.  Dclavan,  relative  to  insurrections  and 
disturbances  in,  ami  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
quell;  instructions  to  commissioners,  910,  911 

Letter  to  Rhinebeck  committee   912 

Appointment  of  iMelancton  Smith  as  sheriff  of,  and  Henry  Li- 
vingston, clerk  912,  917 

Appointment  of  judges  of,   91.3,  917 

Report  of  committee  relative  to  insurrections  and  disturban- 
ces in   919 

Resolution  of  Convention,  authorizing  the  sequestration  of 
salted  beef  and  pork  in,   936 

Letter  to  commissioners  for  detecting  conspiracies,  &c.  in,  re- 
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DUTCHESS  COUNTY— ComriNTTED. 
specting  the  appointment  of  sub-cominiltee  in,  appointed 
to  superintend  the  removal  of  Thouias  Fisher  and  famiiy 

to  New- York,    

73.  Resolutions  of  Council  of  Safety  respecting:  exempts,  &c. 

ioi  

DUTCHER,  CAPT.  WILLIAM. 
1.  Authorized  to  raise  a  company  of  volunteers  to  serve  in  Col. 
Thomas's  regiment,  in  Westchester  county;  subordinate 

officers  of,   556, 

JDYCKMAN,  SAMPSON. 
1.  Petition  of,  for  compensation  for  injury  to  horse  of,  by  mes- 
senger to  Philadelphia,  and  appointment  of  committee  to 
ascertain  damage,  

E. 

EARLE,  CAPT.  TIMOTHY. 
1.  Appointment  of,  by  Provincial  Congress,  as  muster-master  of 

the  troops  to  be  raised  in  Suli'olk  county ,  

EAST  RIVER. 

1.  Plan  for  obstruction  of,  between  the  Battery  and  Nultea 

island,   575 

2.  Resolution  of  Convention  authorizing,   577 

3.  Letter  from  Gen.  Washington  respecting,   573 

4.  Directions  to  Capt.  Rutgers  to  assist  in  obstructing  the  navi- 

gation of,   593 

5.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  Capt.  Patrick  Dennis, 

for  payment  for  vessels  furnished  for  the  obstruction  of, .. 
ELECTIONS. 

1.  Directed  to  be  held  for  choosing  supervisors,  assessors,  collec- 

tors, and  other  town  officers,  in  the  several  towns,  manors, 
precincts  and  districts  in  tJie  State,  SJ8,  809 

2.  Proceedings  of  Convention  in  forming  a  Constitution,  relative 

to,  and  mode  of  conducting,  Sec  S6G,  8G7,  S92 

3.  Sheriffs  of  the  different  counties  directed  to  give  notice  of,  lor 

choice  of  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  .Senators  and 
Members  of  Assembly,   1)37 

4.  Petition  of  field  officers  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Montgomery, 

for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  receive  their  votes 
at,  and  proceedings  of  Council  of  Safety  thereon,  947,  9-18,  950, 

957,  958 

5.  Official  canvass  and  certificate  of,  for  Governor,  Lieutenant- 

Governor,  Senators  and  Representatives,   

ELIZABETHTOWN. 

1.  Committee  of,  furnish  powder,  on  request  of  President  of 

Provincial  Congress,  for  use  of  army  at  ^Massachusetts 

Bay,  

(See  McCleod,  William.) 
(See  New-Jersey.) 

2.  Letter  to  committee  of,  requesting  delivery  of  certain  articles 

purchased  of  Robert  and  John  Murray,   99 

3.  Letter  to  committee  of.  communicating  information  from  Gen. 

Washington,  respecting  the  movements  of  the  Britisli 
troops,  and  requesting  that  militia  be  kept  in  readiness,  109,  110 

4.  Letter  from  committee  of,  transmitting  a  quantity  of  Hour, ..  235 

5.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  committee  of,  requesting 

the  delivery  of  certain  mhabitanls  of  Richmond  county, 
confined  at,  to  the  county  committee  of  that  county,   315 

6.  Answer  of  committee  ol",  323,  324 

7.  Letter  to  committee  ol",  requesting  their  co-operation  in  the 

removal  of  the  stock  from  Nassau  and  Staten  islands,   511 

ELLIS,  ALEXANDER. 
1.  Exculpation  of,  from  censure  for  furnishing  boat  to  Lieut. 
Parks,  for  transporting  him,  witii  liis  baggage,  to  Nia- 
gara,  83 

ELMENDORF,  JONATHAN. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  major,  in  UlNter  county  militia,   135 

2.  Return  of  men,  arms  and  ammunition,  in  the  first  regiraentin 

Ulster  county,  signed  by,  as  lieutenant-colonel,   1008 

ELMENDORPH,  PETRUS  J. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  adjutant,  in  Ulster  county  militia,    133 

ELPHINSTONE,  WILLI  VM.  (S.^e  Petitions,  3.) 

(See  Prisoners,  18.) 
EMBARGO.  (See  Blassachnsetts  Bay,  24.) 

(See  Resolutions  of  Convention,  153,  1.55.) 

ENGROSSING  AND  MONOPOLIES.) 
(See  Resolutions  of  Convention,  S7,  109.) 
(See  Schuyler,  Philip,  74.) 
(See  Provisions  and  Supplies,  22.) 
(See  Albany  City  and  County,  73,  96.) 
ENLISTMENTS. 

1.  Instructions  of  Provincial  Congress  to  officers,  relative  to, 

ENSIGNS.  (See  Tryon  County,  12.) 

(See  Bussinc,  .^braliam.) 
(See  Smitli,  Richard.) 
(See  Cornwell,  Aspinwall.) 
(See  Vcrgcrcau,  Peter.) 
(See  Holmes,  Jonathan.) 
ENUMERATION  OF  INHABITANTS. 
J.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  directing,   451 

2.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  county  committees,  re- 

specting, and  form  of  return  of,   458 
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ESCHEATED  ESTATES  AND  PROPERTY. 
(See  Lloyd,  Henry.) 
(See  Barclay,  Thomas.) 
(See  Forfeited  Estates.) 
EVANS,  ISRAEL. 

1.  Appointment  of  as  chaplain  to  first  regiment,   99 

EXCHANGE  OF  PRISONERS. 
1.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  Gen.  Washington,  rela- 
tive to,    S05 

(See  Prisoners,  14,  16, 17,  20.) 
EXEMPTION.  (See  Flaxseed.) 

1.  Resolution  of  Convention  exempting  Charles  Shaw  from  ser- 

vice in  tlie  militia  5^1)  fi(i2 

2.  Resolution  of  Convention  exempting  Richard  Morris,  '  654 

3.  do                   do        Nehemiah  Oakley,  a  coo- 
per,     ...  782 

(See  Sterling  Iron  Works.) 
EXEMPTS.  (See  Dutchess  County,  63,  73.) 
1.  Resolutions  of  Convention  authorizing  commutation,  by,  &c. 

(See  Swartwout,  Jacobus.) 
(See  Piatt,  Zephaniah.) 
EXPORTATION  OF  PRODUCE  AND  PROVISIONS. 

1.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Consress  regulating,  232  770 

2.  Permission  to  Nicholas  Low,  lor,   3^7 

3.  Permission  to  Sila.s  Deane  and  Barnabas  Deane,  of  Connecti- 

cut, by  committee  of  secrecy  of  Continental  Congress,  sanc- 
tioned by  Committee  of  Saf  ety   396 

4.  Letter  I'rom  Joseph  Trumbull,  commissnry-seneral,  to  Pro- 

vincial Congress,  requesting  prohibition  of,   489 

5.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Consrcss  thereon,   4'<9 

6.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  prohibiting,   497 

7.  Resolutions  of  Convention  of  New-York,   537 

(See  Washington,  George,  06.) 

8.  Resolutions  of  Convention,  prohibiting  the  exportation  from 

this  Stale  of  unwrouglit  hemp  or  hempen  yarn,  'JOO,  901 

9'  Resolution  of  Convention,  prohibiting  the  e.xportation  trom 

this  State  of  flour,  by  water,   975 

10.  Resolutions  of  Convention,  proliibiting  the  exportation  from 
this  State  of  Hour,  meal  and  £rrain  1077,  1078 

11.  Resolutions  of  Council  of  Safety,  prescribing  the  terms  on 
which  flour  and  meal  may  be  exported  from  this  State,  to 
the  eastern  States,   1084,  1083,  1089 

12.  Proceedings  of  Council  of  Safety  in  granting  permits  for,  uu- 

der  such  resolutions,  1086,  1087,^1088,  iOS9,  1094,  1104,  1109, 

nil,  1112,  1116 

F. 

FALMOUTH. 

1.  Letter  from  Gen.  Washington,  transmitting  information  of 
the  burning  of,  by  the  British,  under  the  command  of 

Capt.  Mowatt,  of  ship  Canceux,   191 

FANNING,  COL.  PHINEAS. 

1.  Appointment  of,  by  Provincial  Congress,  as  muster  master  of 

troops  to  be  raised  in  Sutfolk  county,   70 

2.  Directed  to  take  command  of  detachment  cf  militia  sent  by 

Gen.  Woostor  to  the  assistance  of  inhabitants  of  Long 
Island,  for  the  prevention  of  taking  off  stock  by  the 
Kingston  troops,  for  the  use  of  the  army  at  Boston,   103 

3.  Letter  from,  respecting  situation  of  vessels  at  Garner's  Island 

Point   105 

FASTING  AND  PRAYER. 

1.  Recommendation  of  Provincial  Congress  to  observe  day  of, 

appointeil  by  Continental  Congress,   69 

2.  Resolution  of  Convention  appointing  a  day  for,  and  directing 
three  sermons  to  be  preaclicd  before  Convention  thereon,  554 

3.  Resolution  of  Continental  Coni.'reiS  recommending  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  day  ol",  in  each  State,  and  a  general  refor- 
mation of  manners,    770 

Proclamation  appointing  of,  by  Committee  of  Safety,   817 

FATIGUE  .MEN. 
1.  Committee  fo'  detecting  conspiracies,  &c.  authorized  to  call 
out  such  portion  of  the  militia  of  the  State  as  they  may 
think  necessary  to  act  as,   079 

FAULKENHAM,  SAMUEL. 

1.  Petition  of,  to  be  employed  in  making  drums  and  fifes,  

FANSHER,  WILLIAM. 
].  Appointment  of,  as  captain  of  the  Poundridge  company  of 

militia,   845 

FERRIS,  REUBEN, 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  lientenant-colonel  of 'first  regiment  of 

Dutchess  county  militia,   523 

FIELD,  JOSEPH, 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  lieutenant  of  a  company  in  Dutchess 

county  for  the  detection  and  suppression  of  conspiracies,.  C66 
FIELD  OFFICERS. 

1.  Of  the  several  New- York  regiments,  62,  135 

2.  Of  the  militia  of  Tryon  county   139 

3.  Of  the  four  New- York  battalions  in  the  Continental  service,.  328 

4.  Of  regiment  of  militia  in  Kincs  county   351 

5.  do  do     in  Ulster  county,   528 

6.  do  do     in  Dutchess  county,   528 
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FIELD  OFFICERS— CoNTiNDED. 

,  Of  reciment  of  militia  in  Westchester  county   528 

;  do  do     in  Orange  county,  

J-  do     of  Kings  and  Queens  county,   568 

FIELD  PIECES.  (See  Artillery.) 
FIFES.  (See  Faulkenham  Samuel.) 

(See  WooUiaupter,  David.) 

FINK,  ANDREW,  Jr. 
I  Appointment  ol",  as  first  lieutenant  of  Captain  Christopher  F. 
Yates'  company  of  Tryon  county  militia,  in  place  of  An- 
thony Van  Vechten,  declined,   103 

FIRELOCKS. 

1  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  relative  to  manufactory 

of,  

FIREMEN.  (See  New-York  City  and  County,  57.) 

1  Exemption  of,  from  drafts  for  the  militia  in  the  city  of  New- 

York,   

FIRST  REGOIENT— Alexander  McDotjG.\LL,  Col. 
(See  McDougall,  Alexander.) 

I.  Field  officers  of,  •  ,•  •   62,  80 

2  Provisions  and  tents  directed  to  be  provided  lor,   bo 

3.  Col.  authorized  to  fill  vacancies  in,  below  rank  of  captain,. . 
4"  Medicine  chest  to  be  furnished  for,  

5.  Appointment  of  William  Tapp  as  quarter-master, 

6.  Commissary  directed  to  furnish  sundry  articles  tor 

of,  on  requisition  of  colonel,  

7.  Appointment  of  Hunloch  Woodruti",  surgeon's  mate,  

$.  Answer  of  Provincial  Congress  to  queries  of  officers  of,  re- 
specting allowance  lor  clotliing  and  arms,  pay  of  troops, 
warrants  and  commissions  of  otiicers,   98 

9.  Appointment  of  Israel  Evans  as  chaplain,   99 

10.  Appointment  of  Joseph  IMarvin,  surgeon's  mate,.    12.S 

II.  Appointment  of  officers  in  second  and  third  companies  of,  . .  214 

FISHER,  JOHN-Saddler. 

1.  Petition  of,   90 

FISHKILL.  (See  Dutchess  County.) 

1.  Appointment  of  Convention  to,  and  meeting  at,   600,  fi04 

2.  Adjournment  from  Episcopal  to  Dutch  ehvirch  in,  on  account 

of  filthy  condition  of  the  former,   609 

3.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Satety  directing  the  removal  of 

the  Rev.  Chauncey  Graham,  from  the  building  formerly 
occupied  as  an  academy  in,  and  the  preparation  of  said 
building  for  the  occupation  of  a  body  of  troops   673 

4.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety  pcrmittini  said  Graham 

temporarily  to  occuppy  a  portion  of  said  building  and  to 
remove  sashes,  glasses,  fzc   6.S1,  694 

5.  Assistant  quarter-master-gencral  authorized  to  impress  and 

take  possession  of  out-building  in,  for  securing  the  Conti- 
nental stores,   687 

C.  Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety  for  providing  a  hospital 

in,  for  inoculation  for  the  smallpox,   786 

Directions  for  the  removal  of  all  infected  persons  within  the 

di^itrict  to  such  hospital,   794 

FISH,  NICHOLAS. 
I.  Appointment  of,  as  brigade-major,  in  Gen.  Scott's  hrigade,  . .  502 
(See  Westchester  County,  84.) 

FIVE  NATIONS  OF  INDIANS. 

I.  Proposal  of  a  Congress  with,   82 

(See  Six  Nations.) 

FLAX. 

1.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Consress  for  the  removal  of,  pur- 

chased by  said  Congress,  from  the  city  of  New-York  to 

Poughkeepsie,   .'ilO,  511 

(See  Flaxseed.) 

2.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  Robert  Harper,  for 

carrying  into  effect  resolution  of  Convention,  concerning 

the  manufacture  of,   679 

FLAXSEED. 

1.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Delegates  in  Continental 

Congress  relative  to  the  expediency  of  inhibiting  the  expor- 
tation of,   92 

2.  Memorial  of  Peter  Clopper  and  otlicrs,  merchants  of  the  city 

of  New-York  ;  and  resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress  re. 
specting  exportation  of,   106 

3.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  Continental  Congress,  re- 

specting expediency  of  permitting  exportation  of,  for  the 

purchase  of  gunpowder.  Sic   236,237 

(See  New-York  City  and  County,  102,  103.) 

4.  Resolution  of  Convention  exemptin?  certain  persons  engaged 

in  erecting  and  carrymg  on  a  mill  for,  from  military  duty,  589 

5.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  Continental  Congress  re- 

specting the  expediency  of  a  prohibition  of  the  exportion 

of,   723 

FEMMING,  EDWARD. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  lieutenant-colonel  third  regiment   62 

2.  Letter  from,  declining   63 

3.  Appointment  of,  as  deputy  adjutant-general  with  rank  of  co- 

lonel,  

4.  Directed  to  join  General  Schuyler  at  Ticonderoga,   126 

^.  Resignation  of,   500 

FLETCHER.  SAMUEL.  (See  McCune,  Wm.) 


126 


FLOUR.  (See  Provisions  and  Supplies.) 

(See  New-Jersey,  3.) 
(See  Hallett,  Joseph,  2  ) 
(See  Massachusetts  Bay,  17.) 
See  Inspectors  of  Flour.) 
(See  Resolutions  of  Convention,  til,  63,  l."i.',.) 
(See  Exportation  of  Provisions  and  Prudii.c 
FLOYD,  BENJAMIN,  AND  RICHARD. 

(See  Suffolk  County,  14.) 
FLOYD  WILLIAM.  (See  Continental  Congress.) 

1.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  compcusatiun  as  a 

Delegate  in  Congress   >.iOj 

2.  Vote  of  thanks  to,  for  his  long  and  faithful  services  as  Dele. 

gate  in  Continental  Congress,   031 

FONDA,  MAJ.  JELLIS.  (See  Tryon  County,!.) 
FORD,  CAPT.  THOMAS. 

(See  Oakley,  Phebe.) 
(See  Prisoners,  124,  125,  126.) 
FOREMAN,  WILLIAM. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  surgeon  to  Col.  Morris  Graham's  regi- 
ment,   539 

FORFEITED  ESTATES. 

(See  Escheated  Estates  and  Property.) 
(See  Murray,  Sansom,  &  Co  ) 
1-  Resolutions  of  Convention  appointing  commissioners  for  l.nk- 
ing  into  possession  and  exposing  to  sale,  the  personal  pro- 
perty of  persons  gone  over  to  the  enemy,   y^o,  S27 

(Sec  Clopper,  Cornelius.) 
(See  Tryon  County, 
(See  Robinson,  Beverly,  3.) 
(See  Commissioners  of  Sequestration.) 
(See  Confiscated  Property  ) 
(See  Ludlow.  William  H.) 
(See  Kittle,  Andnes.) 
FORT  EDWARD. 

1.  Letter  from  William  Duer,  respecting  disturbances  (o  courts 

of  justice  at,  by  parlies  of  people  from  New-Hampshire 
Grants,    71 

2.  Letter  from  committee  of  Manchester,  in  Charlotte  coun!y, 

on  the  same  subject,   72 

FORT  GEORGE 

1.  Letter  from  Col.  Benjamin  Hinman,  respecting  fortresses  at,  74 

FOIITIFCATIONS. 
1.  For  the  del'ence  of  the  city  of  New-York,  at  or  near  King's 

Bridge;  resolutions  of  Continental  Congress  re5i)ecting,. . .  16 

2.  Appointment  of  committee  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon,. .  20 

3.  Letter  l^rom  Provincial  Congress  to  Delegates  in  Contiiieutal 

Congress,  relative  to  erection  of  fortifications  at,    31 

4.  Report  of  committee  on,   31 

(See  Hudson's  River.) 
(See  Highlands.) 
FOSTER,  JOHN. 
1.  Permission  to,  to  ship  cargo  of  live  stock  to  the  West  Indies, 
on  his  engagement  to  procure  military  stores  from  thence, 
on  his  return,   101 

FOURTH  REGIMENT. 

1.  Field  officers  of,  62,  99 

(See  Holmes,  Col.  James.) 
(See  Van  Cortlandt,  Lieut.  Col.  Philip.) 
(See  Sands,  Edward,  Surgeon's  JIate.) 
(See  Wynkoop,  Col.  Cornelius  D.) 
(Graham  George,  Surgeon's  Mate.) 
FRANCE, 

1.  Letter  from  Pliarue,  Penet  &  Co.  merchants,  of  Nantes,  in  Ihe 

Kingdom  of,  offering  to  supply  the  Conmiillee  ol'  Ihis 
State  with  cannon,  muskets,  powder,  all  kinds  of  .military 
stores,  and  dry  goods,   .  821 

2.  Letter  from  James  Duane,  a  Belegnte  in  Congress,  respecting 

the  progress  of  the  negoluuion  with  the  court  of,  he   943 

FRA'TKLIN,  BKNJA.MIN. 

(See  Continental  Congress.  48,  40.) 
(See  Philadelphia,  2,  3  ) 
FRENCH  INTERPRETER. 
1.  Appointment  of  Rev.  John  Peter  Testard,  as,   €7 

FREY,  JOHN.  (.See  Tryon  County,  15,  2o,) 
FRIENDS.  (See  Quakers.) 
FRONTIERS. 

1.  Appointment  of  committee  to  take  into  con.'^ideration  the  pro- 

priety of  raising  and  embodying  an  armed  force  f  or  the  pro- 
tection of,   519 

2.  Report  of  committee,  and  resolutions  for  raising  sundry  corps 

of  rangers  in  the  northern  and  eastern  counties  ol'  the 
State,  and  providing  for  the  command,  pay  and  suhsistenre 
of,   538,  539 

(See  Ulster  County,  64.) 

(See  Orange  County,  57) 

3.  Resolution  of  Council  of  Safety  for  raising  two  companies  of 

of  rangers  for  the  prolectron  of  in  .Mbany,  Ul;-l'-  r  and  Try- 
on  counties  ;  appointment  of  olficers,  and  instructions  to,. .  1001 

4.  Letter  to  Maj.  Gea.  Schuyler  thereon,   1002 
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FRONTIERS— Co!*TiNUEo. 

5.  Resolulions  of  Convention  ior  ihe  relief  of  the  poor,on   1033 

FURNACE.  (See  Leonard,  George.) 

a. 

GAGE,  THOMAS. 

1.  Copy  of  intercepteil  letter  from,  at  Boston,  to  Governor  of 

North  Carolina,  communicated  by  committee  of  intelligence 

at  Charleston,  South  Carulina,  to  Provincial  Congress,. .  56,  57 

2.  Copy  of  intercepted  letter  from  Francis  Stevens  to,  relative 

to  removal  of  stores,  lic.  li  om  New- York,   122 

3.  Information  of  recall  of,  and  appointment  oi  Gen.  Howe  to  the 

command  of  the  British  forces  in  America,   170 

GAINE,  HUGH. 
1.  Appointment  of  committee  to  seize  and  secure  all  theprinting 

types  formerly  beloni^ing  to,  in  the  county  of  Dutchess,  793,  794 

GANSEVOORT,  COL.  PETER,  (3d  Battalion.) 

1.  Requisition  on  Treasurer,  tor  bounty  money  for  the  use  of  re- 

giment of,   831 

2.  Letter  from,  to  Col.  Van  Schaack,  transrailtin;  information  of 

the  presence  of  Col.  Butler  and  Sir  John  Johnson  at  Oswe- 
go, and  of  their  proceedings,   1024 

3.  Letter  from,  informing  of  the  precipitate  retreat  of  Gen.  St. 

Leger,   1049 

GARDIMER,  DAVID. 

1.  Statement,  affidavits,  &c.  of  executors  of,  relative  to  loss  of 

estate  of,  by  depredations  of  Gen.  Gage's  fleet  and  army, 
and  sundry  owners  of  estates  in  Massachusetts  Bay,  and 
praying  that  Provincial  Congress  would  request  remunera- 
tion from  House  of  Representatives  in  that  Colony,   112 

2.  Appointment  of  committee  thereon   113 

3.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  House  of  Representatives 

of  Massachusetts,  enclosing  petition,  SiC   113 

GARDINER  ISLAND.  (See  Wickham,  Thomas.) 
(See  Suffolk  County,  12,  13,  16,  17,  IS,  21.) 
(See  Gardiner,  David.) 
(See  Lawrence,  jMelanclon.) 
GATES,  HORATIO. 

1.  Appointment  of,  by  Continental  Congress,  as  adjutant-gene- 

ral, with  rank  as  brigadier,    C3 

2.  Letter  from  Convention  to,  requesting  a  full  statement  of  the 

military  operations  of,  and  of  the  strength  and  designs  of 
Gen.  Burgoyne;  and  instructions  of  Convention  to  the 
bearers  of  such  letter,  as  to  the  proper  inlbrmation  desira- 
ble to  be  obtained,   53S 

3.  Letter  from  Jacob  Cuyler  and  Leonard  Gansevoort,  commis- 

sioners sent  to  northern  armv  under  the  command  of,  com- 
municating a  statement  of  the  condition  and  operations  of 
the  troops  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Point,   574,  575 

4.  Letter  from  William  Duer,  to,  informing  of  the  movements  of 

Brig.  Gen.  Clinton,  and  of  the  Continental  army,          750,  751 

5.  Directed  to  take  command  of  the  northern  army,   1035 

6.  Letters  from  Council  of  Safety  to,  transmuting  resolulions  au- 

thorizing a  full  pardon  to  all  sucli  pt-rsons  as,  since  the  eva- 
cuation of  Ticonderoga,  have  joined  Gen.  Burgoyne,  and 
who  may  return  to  their  allegiance  10.57,  10.58 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 
1.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  county  committees,  rela- 
tive to  election  of  Delegates  in,     236 

GENERAL  ASSOCIATION. 

1.  Agreed  to  and  subscribed  by  the  freeholders,  freemen  and  in- 

habitants of  the  city  and  county  of  Xew-York,   5 

2.  Recommended  to  the  several  counties,  towns  and  districts  of 

the  Colony,   15,  18 

3.  Signed  by  Members  of  Provincial  Congress,   15 

4.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  declarins  attempts  to  raise 

tumults,  riots,  or  mobs,  under  colour  of  dubious  interpreta- 
tion of  recommendations  or  resnlLitions  of  the  Continental 
or  Provincial  Congress,  or  otherwi>c,  an  infraction  of,. ...  33 
(See  Rivington,  Jan\es,  2.) 

6.  Signed  by  inhabitants  of  East  Hampton   50 

(See  South  Carolina.) 

7.  Signed  by  inhabitants  of  Islip   68 

8.  do  do        of  .'Vmenia  precinct,   108 

9.  Arms  in  the  possession  of  persons  not  signing,  to  be  impressed 

and  appraised,   149,  1.50 

10.  Of  inhabitants  of  Townshend,  Cumberland  county,   228 

11.  Of  Deputies  and  inhabitants  of  lliclimond  county   310 

12.  Form  of,  prescribed  by  Provincial  Congress,  and  recommend- 

ed to  the  several  county  and  town  committees,  &c.  ...  .500,  501 
(See  Prisoners,  96.) 
GENERAL  OFFICERS. 

1.  Letter  from  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress,  respecting  ap- 

pointment of,  for  New-York  Province,   30 

2.  Resolution  recommending  the  appointment  of  Colonel  Philip 

Schuyler,  as  a  major-general,  and  Richard  Montgomery,  as 

a  brigadier-general,   31 

3.  Answer  of  Provincial  Congress  to  Delegates  in  Continental 

Congress,  respecting  the  qualifications  necessary  for  gene- 
ral officers,  and  recommending  as  above,  32,  33 

4.  List  of,  appointed  by  Continental  Congress   63 

viz: 

George  Washington,  General  and  Commanderin-Chief. 
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GENERAL  OFFICERS— Continued. 
Artemas  Ward  1st  major-general. 
Charles  Lee,      2d  do 
Philip  Schuyler,  3d  do 
Israel  Putnam,  4lh  do 
Seth  Pomeroy,         1st  brigadier-general. 
Richard  Montgomerie,  2d  do 
David  Wooster,  3J  do 

William  Heath,  4th  do 
Joseph  Spencer,  5th  do 
John  Thomas,  6lh  do 

John  Sullivan,  7th  do 

Natlianiel  Greene,     .sth  do 
Horatio  Gates,  adjutant-general,  with  rank  as  brigadier. 

5.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress  for  giving  a  public  dinner 

to,   491 

6.  Report  of  council  of,  communicated  to  Provincial  Congress  by 

Gen.  Washington,  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  ul  stock 
from  Nassau  and  Staten  islands,  and  the  most  proper  mea- 
sures to  be  pursued  in  relation  to  disatl'ccted  persons,. . . .  509 

7.  Report  of  council  of,  held  at  Fort  Edward,  relative  to  the  ex- 

pediency of  dismissing  any  portion  of  the  militia,    1012 

GERMAN  FLATTS. 
1.  Speeches  of  Oneida  and  Tuscarora  Indians  and  inhabitants  of 
Albany  and  Tryon  counties,  at,  transmitted  to  Provincial 

Congress,  ,     95 

GIBSON,  JOHN,  (Auditor-General.) 
1.  Letter  from,  transmitting  resolulions  of  Congress  relative  to 

accounts  for  the  recruiting  service,   945 

GLOUCESTER  COUNTY. 

1.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Jacob  Bayley,  and  John 

Tappen,  Esqs.  Newbury,   21 

2.  Letter  from  Jacob  Bayley  to  Provincial  Congress,  communi- 

cating intelligence  respecting  the  dispositions  of  the 
French  and  Indians  in  Canada,  and  recomineiiding  the 
raising  of  troops  :  and  answer  of  Comnultee  of  Sal'cty,  .  S2,  S3 

3.  Letter  from  John  Taplin,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of 

common  pleas,  in,   95 

4.  Certificate  of  election  of  field  and  staff  olficers  for  the  mili- 

tia in,   498 

5.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  to  Convention,  from,. . . .  548 

(See  Militia,  2.5.) 
(See  Bayley,  Jacob.) 

6.  Report  of  committee  relative  to  condition  of,   775,  776 

7.  Preamble  and  resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety  thereon  : 

and  letter  to  Continental  Congre^s  requesting  the  recall  ol 
the  commissions  granted  to  Col.  Seth  Warner  and  hii  oth- 
cers,   777,  77'<,  779 

S.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safely  to  Continental  Congress,  re- 
lative to  disaffected  in,   .^20,  821 

9.  Instruction  to  delegation  in  Congress  relative  to  claim  of,  to 

representation  therein,   S69 

10.  Appointment  of  Nathaniel  i\Ierrill  as  sheriff  of,   913 

(See  Resolutions  of  Convention,  137.) 

11.  Letter  from  Brig.  Gen.  Baylry,  rcsperling  elections  in,  and 

prospects  of  a  separation  from  the  State,   976 

GODDARD,  WILLIA.M.  (See  Post-OfEce.) 
GODWIN,  HENRY. 
1.  Appointment  of  as  quarter-master  in  regim.ent  of  minute  men 

in  Dutchess  county   135 

GOSHEN.  (See  Orange  County,  3,  H.) 

GOUVERNEUR,  ISAAC. 
1.  Present  from,  of  a  pair  of  nine  pound  cannon  ;  letter  of  Pro- 
vincial Congress  accepting,  and  disposition  of,   1S6 

GOVERNMENT.  (See  Constitution.) 

1.  Appointment  of  committee  by  Provincial  Congress,  to  take 

into  consideration  the  propriety  of  composing  and  erecting 

a  form  of,   460 

2.  Report  of  committee  and  proceedings  thereon,  .  462,  463,  468,  469 

3.  Appointment  of  committee  by  Convention  for  preparing  and 

reporting  a  plan  for  instituting  and  framing  a  form  of ; 

and  a  bill  of  rights   552 

(See  Cumberland  County,  25.) 

4.  Letter  from  Gilbert  Livingston  and  Christopher  Tappen, 

commissioners  for  building  vessels  at  Poughkeepsie,  re- 
specting,   590 

5.  Proceedings  of  Convention,  on  report  of  committee,  for  insti- 

tnting  form  of,  S34,  SHii.  S42,  943,  8-14,  845,  N46,  sr>l,  8.52,  853. 
857,  H60,  861,  862.  8(;fi,  867,  868,  8611,  .N70,  871,  N73,  874,  875, 
876,  877,  878,  879,  880,  881,  882,  884,  885,886,  8S7,  889,  890, 
891,  892. 

fi.  Constitution  or  plan  of,  as  finally  nereed  to,   892  to  898 

7.  Appointment  of  committee  to  prepare  nnd  report  a  plan  for 

organizing  and  establishing  such  government   898 

8.  Proceedings  of  Convention  on  report  of,. .  .  907,  910,  912,  913,  916  ■ 

9.  Report  of  plan  of,  as  agreed  to,   916,917,918 

GOVERNOR. 

1.  Proceedin2S  ol  Convention  relative  to  powers  assigned  to  by 

the  Constitution  T   834,835 

2.  Official  canvass  and  certificate  ol  votes  for  ;  election  of  Gen. 

George  Clinton  ;  letter  to,  announcing  the  result,  and  an- 
swer of  Gov.  Clinion   990,  993 

3.  Oath  of  office  administered  to,  and  proclamation  of  Council 

of  Safety  thereof,   J021,  1022 
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GOVERNOR— Continued. 
4  Mr««g«  from,  relative  to  the  coadition  of  affairs  in  the 
BorlherQ  department,  transmitting  letter  to,  from  General 

Washington,   1022 

J  Lttlff  froni,  relative  to  the  prorogation  of  the  Legislature; 

answer  of  Council  of  Safely,   1027 

Proclamation  of  proroguing  tlie  Legislature,   1017,  1028 

7.  Orders  of,  for  a  detachment  ol  lighlhorse,  for  the  more  spee- 
dy conveyance  of  public  despatches,   1029 

(See  Clinton,  George.) 
GRAHAM,  GEORGE. 
I.  Appointment  of,  as  surgeon's  mate  to  fourth  regiment  of 

Continental  troops,   4iS 

GRAHAM,  LIEUT.  COL.  LEWIS. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  commissary  pro.  tern,  of  Col.  Drake's  re- 

giment,  3U2 

2.  Letter  from,  informing  of  the  rel'usal  of  the  quarter-master 

of  Col.  Drake's  regiment  to  serve,  and  recommending  Mr. 
James  Cock  for  that  olKce  ;  order  of  Provincial  Congress 
thereon,    334 

3.  Appointment  of,  as  juil;e  of  the  high  court  of  admiralty,  and 

commission  granted  to,   356,  566 

GRAHAM,  MORRIS. 

1.  Appointment  of  as  colonel  of  second  regiment  of  Dutchess 

county  militia,   52S 

2.  Rank  roll  of  regiment  of,. . .    658 

3.  Resolutions  of  Convention  for  compelling  the  disaffected  por- 

tion of  regiment  of,  to  march  in  compliance  with  direc- 
tions,     757 

4.  Letter  from,  informing  of  the  landing  of  a  party  of  the  ene- 

my's troops  in  the  Sound,  and  of  their  march  to  Danbury, 
and  the  destruction  of  the  Continental  stores  there  ;  direct- 
ed to  march  to  the  Highlands,    903 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

1.  Resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Kissam,  respecting  terms  of  recon- 

ciliation with,  and  commiltee  appointed  to  report  plan  of,  20,  26 

2.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Delegates  in  Continental 

Congress  respecting  policy  ol',  in  relation  to  Indians  on  the 
frontiers,   32 

3.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  respecting  removal  of 

military  stores  belonging  to,  from  Turtle  Bay  ;  and  ap- 
pointing committee  to  direct  disposition,  &.c.  ol'  those  en- 
gaged in  such  removal;  report  of  committee,  and  permis- 
sion to  coopers  to  repair,  &c   35  ,37 

(See  Turtle  Bay.) 

4.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress  for  the  restoration  of 

arms  and  military  accoutrements  taken  from  troops  of,  on 
their  embarkation  from  Xe'.v.\'ork,  37,  38 

5.  Information  given  Provincial  Congress  respecting  movements 

and  designs  of,  42,  45 

6.  Letter  to  Gen.  Wooster  communicating,   45,  46 

7.  Letter  to  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress,   46 

8.  Proceedings  on  coming  in  of  report  of  committee  to  devise 

plan  of  accommodation  with,    50, 

52,  53, 54,  58 

9.  Report  as  amended  and  adopted   5S 

10.  Letter  to  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress,  communicating, 

and  answer  of,   59  7.3 

It.  Appointment  of  committee  to  send  for  locksmiths  from   67 

12.  Appointment  and  report  of  committee,  and  letter  to  General 

■\Vooster,  relative  to  alleged  detention  as  prisoners  of  part 
of  boat's  crew  of  the  ship  Asia,  and  subsequent  destruction 
of  such  boat,  and  the  breaking  open  of  British  store  house, 
and  house  of  Francis  Stevens,  and  order  of  Committee  of 
Safety  thereon   77,  78 

13.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  S.Tfety  approving  of  the  conduct 

of  Doctor  Samuel  Bard,  in  his  attendance  upon  sick  mari- 
ners from  His  Majesty's  ships   77 

14.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress  relative  to  destruction  of 

barge  belonging  to  ship  Asia,   97,  9S,  102 

15.  Information  communicated  to  Provincial  Congress  of  em- 

barkation of  Hanoverian  and  troops  irom,  for  Boston,  as  a 
reinforcement  to  Gen.  Gatre,  kc.  362 

16.  Information  of  movement  of  fleet  of,  from  Boston,  and  of  the 

recall  of  Gen.  Gage,  and  appointment  of  Gen.  Howe,  his 
successor,  &c   170,  172,  173 

17.  Notes  of  examination  of  Capt.  John  Lawrence,  relative  to 

movements  of  fleet  and  armies  ol',   171 

18.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Conjress  t'or  ascertainine  hostili- 

ties committed  by  troops  and  navy  ol.  in  .\merica,  and 
proceedings  of  Provincial  Coneress  thereon   187 

19.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Conire«s  ri-lative  tn  the  nrisin  and 

progress  of  the  controversy  with,  and  expresslntr  the  con- 
tinued loyalty  of  the  Colony,  and  the  desire  of  the  inhabi- 
tants for  a  mutual  arraniement  of  subsistins  diliiculties  on 
just  principles,  T   210,  211,  217,  21,'!,  219 

20.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Consress  for  purchase  and  distri- 

bution of  obno.xious  acts  of  Parliament  of,   225 

21.  Information  communicated  from  Gen.  Washington,  of  report- 

ed  embarkation  of  troops  of,  from  Bnclon,   2:U.  277 

2?.  Introduction  to  copies  of  petition  of  Continental  Congress  to 
Jting  of,  the  address  of  the  lord  mayor  and  llvcry  ot  Lon- 
don to  the  electors  of,  and  speech  of  Earl  of  Chatham  in- 

•eo'led  for  publication   241 

23.  Resolntions  of  Continental  Congress  relative  to  capture  ami 

forfeiture  of  ships  and  vessels  of,    250,  251 
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GREAT  BRITAIN-CoNTiNUEo. 
Arrival  of  General  Clinton,  and    transports  with  Ikiti.sh 
troops  on  board,  in  the  harbour  of  iNew.York,  and  pro- 
ceedings of  Committee  of  So  I'ety  thereon   .isj  .^3 

Information  of,  proceedings  in,  communicated  to  Prnvinciaf  ~ 
Congress  by  NUes  Chnstain,  chief  mate  of  ship  Harriet 

from  Boston,   '  ^..^ 

Information  of  the  probable  removal  of  troops  of,  Iro'iii  iios. 

ton,  communicated  to  Provincial  Congress,   3;i,=,  335 

Letter  from  John  Hancock,  President  of  Continental  Con-  ' 
gress,  to  Provincial  Congress,  giving  advice  of  the  ap- 
proach of  a  British  lleet  and  army  under  command  of 

Gen.  Howe,   ^,,2 

Letter  from  Lieut.  Davidson  on  board  the  armed  sloop  Schuy- 
ler, informing  of  the  sailing  of  lleet  of,  with  Gen.  Howe 

from  Halifax  to  New-York,.  .' 

Letter  from  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  informing  of  the  landing  of 
troops  at  ^taten  Island,  without  opposition,  and  ol  the  ad- 
vancement of  detachments  towards  Bergen  Point  and  LU- 

zabethtown,  

Information  communicated  to  Convention  of  the  passing  of 
three  ships  of  war  of,  beyond  King's  Bridge,  up  the  Hud- 
son river  ;  proceedings  of  Convention  thereon,  

Information  communicated  to  Convention  of  their  advance- 
ment towards  the  Highlands,  

Arrival  of  troops  of,  under  Gen.  Clinton,  and  of  Hessians 

and  Highlands,  under  Lord  Howe  at  Staten  Island  

Arrival  of  General  Burgoyne,  at  Crown-Point  and  Ticonde- 

roga,  

Letter  from  Brig.  Gen.  William  Livingston,  of  New-Jersey, 
communicating  information  of  an  intended  attack  by 
troops  of,  on  Bergen  Point,  Elizabethtown  and  Amboy,.. . 

Landing  of  troops  at  .N  assau  island  

Examination  of  Colonel  Covenhoven,  a  prisoner  taken  by 

the  troops  of  '. 

Examination  of  Daniel  Redfield,  relative  to  ships  of,  iScc  . . . . 

Examination  of  John  Woolley,  

Information  of  the  landing  of  troops  of,  at  Verplanck's  Point; 
their  progress  up  Hudson's  river,  and  landing  at  Peeks- 
kill,  

Information  of  the  landing  of  troops  on  the  Sound  ;  march 
to   Danbury  and  destruction  of  the  Continental  stores 

there,  

Arrival  of  troops  of,  at  Horse  Neck,  

Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to  Delegates  in  Consress,  re- 
specting the  publication  in  this  country  and  Europe  of  the 
report  of  a  cnminittee  of  Congress  relative  to  the  treat- 
ment of  prisoners  by,  

(See  Burgoyne.) 
Letter  from  General  Washington  and  Putnam,  informing  of 
the  sailing  of  the  fleet  from  the  IJelaware  Capes,  to  the 

eastward,  

Disposition  of  John  Brown  and  Caleb  Trask,  prisoners  taken 
from,  relative  to  the  proceedings  and  movement  of  troops 
oi;  
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GREAT  SEAL. 

1.  Appointment  of  committee  to  prepare  a  proper  device  for,. .  SS2 
GREEXE,  NATHANIEL. 

1.  Appointment  of,  by  Continental  Congress  as  brigadier-gene. 

ral,  .'   63 

2.  Letter  from,  transmitlieg  as  a  prisoner  John  Livingston,  Jr. 

of  Queens  county,  and  informing  of  the  nnfriemlly  disposi- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  that  county;  answer  of  Provin- 
cial Congress,   4%0 

3.  Letter  from,  requesting  permission  for  the  inoculation  of  his 

brother  Jacob  Greene  ;  and  also  for  permission  to  nim  to 
purchase  some  guns  suitable  for  a  privateer ;  answer  of 
Provincial  Congress,   494.  495,  496 

4.  Letter  to,  respecting  disposition  of  a  horse  in  the  possession 

of,  taken  I'rom  Jacob  Wyckoff,  a  tory  on  Long  Island,. . . .  679 

5.  Conference  w  ith  respecting  the  defence  of  the  posts  at  the 

Highlands,  and  the  appointment  of  an  olRcer  in  command 
thereof,  he   832 

6.  Letters  from,  respecting  the  obstruction  of  the  navigation  of 

Hudson's  river   938 

GREEN  MOUNTAIN  ROYS. 
1.  Resolution  of  Continental  Conu'ress  relative  to  employment 

of,  under  officers  of  their  own  choosing,   63 

3.  Order  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon   65 

3.  Proceedings  of  committees  of  the  several  townships  of  the 

New-Hampshire  Grants,  west  of  ijreen  Mountain  Range, 
choosing  Seth  Warner  lieutenant-colnnci,  Samuel  Salford 
major,  and  seven  captains,  and  fourteen  lieutenants  ;  letter 
from  chairman  to  Gen.  Schuyler  :  answer  ot'  (ien.  Schuy- 
ler, and  proceedings  ol"  Provincial  Congress  thereon,   ^07  . 

4.  Uniform  of,  and  tents,  &c.  for,   l^i^ 

(See  Schuyler,  Philip,  24.) 

5.  Appointment  of  officers  of  regiment  of  

6.  Report  of  committee  relative  tn  arg-.inienls  used  by.  I"  induce 

the  inhabitants  of  Cumberland  an,i  Gloucester  cnuniics  to 
disavow  the  authority  of  this  State,  and  unite  with  llicmjn^ 
forming  a  new  and  separate  State,   '75,  770 

7.  Preamble  and  resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety,  and  lett_er 

to  Continental  Congress  thereon   777,  77.S,  779 
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GRENADIERS. 
1.  For  formation  and  oliiccrs  of  company  of  Col.  Levi  Pauling's 

regiment  of,  in  Marblctown,  Ulster  county,   373,  376 

(See  Westchester  County,  53  ) 

GRENNEL,  CAPT.  JOHN. 

1.  Letter  from,  recommending  .ippoinlment  of  subaltern  of- 

ficers under  ;  and  answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,  78,  79 

2.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  Ihvour  of,   174 

3.  Company  of,  ordered  to  repair  to  the  defence  of  the  fortifica- 

tions at  the  Highlands,    394 

4.  Recommended  by  Provincial  Congress  as  captain  of  a  compa- 

ny of  matrosses   207 

5.  Resolution  for  advance  of  money  to,  on  account,   247,  248 

6.  Appointment  of,  as  captain  of  an  artillery  company,   262 

7.  Appointment  of  officers  in  company  of,   365 

8.  Resignation  of,   392 

(See  Continental  Frigates.) 

GRIFFIN,  DANIEL,  CAPT. 

1.  Muster  roll  of,   91 

2.  Provision  for  aid  to,  on  his  way  to  Ticonderoga,   155,  156 

GRIFFITH,  ANTHONY. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  second  lieutenant  of  Captain  Anthony 

Rutgers  artillery  company  in  the  city  of  New-York,   66 

2.  Appointment  of,  as  commissary  to  purchase  stores  for  can- 

non, of  artillery  companies,   193 

3.  Requisition  on  Treasurer,  for  disbursements  of,  &c   440 

GRIFFITHS,  JOHN.  (See  Lead  Mines,  1.) 

GRIGG,  JAMES. 
1.  Appointment  of  as  second  lieutenant  in  Captain  Nicholson's 

company,   99 

GUN  BARRELS. 
1.  Consultation  wilh  Henry  Watteys  and  Robert  Boyd,  respect- 
ing forging  and  making  muskets,  and  order  and  resolu- 
tion thereon,   30,41,53 

(See  Boyd,  Robert.) 
(See  Watkeys,  Henry.) 
1.  Consultation  with  blacksmiths  of  New- York,  respecting  the 

making  of,  &c   67 

GUN  LOCKS. 

1.  Authority  to  contract  for,   67 

2.  Appointment  of  commiltee  to  send  to  Great  Britain  for  lock- 

smiths for  making,   67 

3.  Agreement  with  Thomas  Blockley,  for  importation  of,   SO 

GUNPOWDER.  (See  Powder.) 


H. 

HAINES,  GODFREY.  (See  Westchester  County,  13,  14.) 

HALLETT,  JOSEPH. 

Order  for  payment  of  money  to,   102 

do  do  for  discharge  of  debts  accrued 
in  the  purchase  of  flour,  for  use  of  the  army  at  Cam- 
bridge -....116,  122 

Contract  with,  for  importation  of  gunpowder,  arms,  and  salt 

petre,   129 

Information  from,  respecting  accounts  of,   191 

Order  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon,   182 

Order  for  payment  of  certain  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  on  Col. 

Robinson   192 

Letter  from,  transmitting  accounts  of,   237 

Letter  from,  re.^pecting  the  price  of  grape  shot,   307 

Directed  to  contract  for,  with  Jlr.  Ogden   307 

Passport  to,  ptrriutlmg  to  pass  and  repass  between  New- 
York  and  Newark,  in  New-Jersey,   556 

Directed  to  take  measures  for  the  condemnation  and  sale  of 
vessels  and  goods  brought  in  by  Captain  Rogers,   630 

HALSEY,  STEPHEN. 

Appointment  of,  as  surgeon,  in  Col.  Samuel  Drake's  regi- 
ment,   349 

Recommended  by  Col.  McDougall  for  captain  of  a  company 
of  artillery,   321 

Company  of,  directed  to  guard  the  Colonial  records,   396 

Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress  for  the  allowance  to  com- 
pany of,  the  samf  pay  as  the  Continental  artillery   402 

Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress  recognizing  company  of,  as 
part  of  the  quota  of  militia  to  be  raised  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  by  order  of  Continental  Congress,   497,  564 

Incorporation  of  company  of,  into  Gen.  Scott's  brigade,  ....  564 

Letter  from,  informing  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  first  lieu- 
tenant in  his  cor.ipany,  and  recommending  the  promotion  of 
the  inferior  officers  ,   573 

Resolution  of  Convention  authorizin::  artillery  company  late- 
ly commanded  hy,  tn  enlist  in  the  Conlinental  service   S:iS 

Letter  from,  relative  to  exchange  ot"  M.ijor  Eilmondston,. . . .  S>i3 

Letter  from,  giving  an  account  of  the  attack  of  the  enemy  on 
the  American  troops,  commanded  hy  Gen  Lincoln,  at 
Bound  Brook,  and  informing  of  the  arrival  of  the  enemy's 
vessel  into  the  Delaware,  and  the  attack  of  a  vessel  from 
France,     S85 


HAMMOND,  LIEUT.  COL.  JAMES. 

(See  Westchester  County,  62,  63  ) 

1.  Letter  from,  to  Convention,  informing  that  the  British  ships 

of  war  have  lell  the  harbour  at  Tarry  Town,  and  are  sail- 
ing up  the  river  with  a  lair  wind,  towards  the  High- 
lands,   526 

2.  Letter  from,  to  Convention,  relative  to  the  conditon  of  his  re- 

giment 529 

3.  Investigation  of  complaint  against,  for  neglect  of  duly,  and  ac- 

quittal,  532,  540 

4.  Appointed  lieulcnanl-cokmel  of  the  militia  of  Westchester 

county,  drafted  into  actual  service  under  Colonel  Thomas 

Thomas,   552 

(See  Westchester  County,  84.) 

5.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  payment  of  the  mi- 

litia under  his  command,   913 

HAMPTON,  JONATHAN.  (See  Ustick,  William.)  : 
HANSON,  CAPT.  JOHN. 
1.  Directed  by  Continental  Congress  to  take  temporary  com- 
mand of  the  fortifications  at  the  Highlands,   197 

HARDENBERGH,  JOHANNES. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  colonel  of  Ulster  county  militia,   135 

2.  Appointment  of,  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  Conlinental  regiment 

of  militia  in,   4S9 

3.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  directing  to  secure  the 

arms  belonging  to  battalion  of,   720 

HARDENBURGH,  CORNELIUS. 

1.  Appointment  of  as  captain  in  Col.  Kitzema's  regiment,   405 

HARLEM. 

1.  Adjournment  of  Convention  to,  ,    548 

2.  Order  for  removal  of  treasury  to,    5S5 

HARPER,  JOHN.  (See  Onehoghquaga  Indians.) 

1.  Deposition  of,  respecting  an  interview  between  Joseph  Brandt 

and  his  warriors,  and  (Jen.  Herkimer,  at  Unadilla,   996 

2.  Appointment  of,  and  instructions  to,  as  captain  of  corps  of 

rangers  raised  in  Albany,  Ulster,  and  Tryon  counties,  for 

the  protection  of  the  frontiers,   J  00] 

3.  Letter  from, relative  to  his  proceedings  at  Harpersfield,   1051 

4.  Answer  of  Council  of  Salety   1053 

5.  Report  of  commiltee  and  resolutions  of  Convention  relative 

to  accounts  of  for  disbursements  for  liglithorsemen  in  Tryon 

county,   1115 

HARRI.S,  DANIEL. 
1.  Resolution  of  Convention  tor  payment  to,  for  a  horse  killed  in 

the  public  service,   847 

HASBROUCK,  ABRAHAM. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  lieutenant-colonel,  t'Ister  county  militia,. .  135 

2.  Letter  from,  transmitting  returns  ol  election  of  officers  of  the 

several  companies  of  militia  in  regiment  of,   170 

(See  Ulster  County,  35.) 

HASBROUCK,  ABRAH.\M  A. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  quarter-master,  Ulster  county  militia,  ...  133 
HASBROUCK,  COL.  JONATHAN. 

1.  Letter  from,   appointing  place  of  rendezvous  for  regiment 

of,   23'! 

2.  Letter  from,  containing  statement  of  regiment  of,   393 

HASBROUCK,  CAPT.  ELIAS. 

(See  Jansen,  Cornelius  T.  ].) 
(See  Rosgin,  Pelriis,  1.) 
1-  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of  Kincrston,  and  General 

Schuyler,  recommending  appointment  of   351 

2.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  of  for  pay,  billeting  and  subsistence 

of  company  of,   6Li6 

3.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  pay  and  subsistence 

of  company  of  rangers,   801 

4.  Resolution  of  Convention,  pardoning  and  discharging  deser- 

ters from  company  of,  on  their  returning  the  bounty  and 

foregoing  the  payment  and  subsistence  due  them,   892 

5  Directed  to  transport  a  quantity  of  salt  purchased  for  the  use 
of  this  State,  from  Canaan,  in  Connecticut,  and  requisition 

on  Treasurer  for  expenses  of,   1036 

HASBR  JUCK,  JOSEPH. 

1.  Appointment  of  as  major,  Ulster  county  militia,   135 

HAVERSTRAW.  (See  Orange  County,  2,  14.) 

H.WILANU,  EBENEZEB. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  surgeon,  62,  101 

2.  Certificate  of  examination  of,   iOl 

3.  Attached  to  Col.  Wynkoop's  regiment   424 

HAY. 

1.  Resolution  of  Council  of  Safety,  directing  the  purchase  of  a 

qnantity  of,  for  the  use  ol  the  Legislature,   1005 

2.  Appointment  of  Moses  Smith  as  commissary  of,  and  directions 

to  for  distribution  of,   1105 

-HAY,  COL.  A  HAWKES. 

1.  Letter  from,  to  Committee  of  Safety,  respecting  forwarding  re- 

giment of,  to  New- York,  and  answer  of  Committee   384 

2.  Appointment  of,  as  commissary  for  the  militia  northward  of 

King's  Bridge,  while  in  service  on  the  west  side  ol'  Hud- 
son's river,  below  the  Highlands,  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Clinton,  and  instructions  to,   56.S 

3.  Letter  to,  transmitting  resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety, 
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HAY  COL.  A.  HAWKES— CoNTiN-uED. 
for  «  reinforcement  of  militia  from  tlie  northern  part  of 

Orange  county,  

4.  Letter  from,  giving  an  account  ot  the  state  ol  his  regiment,  and 
of  the  motions  of  the  enemy's  ships  ;  and  directions  to,  to 
drive  the  stock,  on  the  banks  ol  Hudson's  river  into  the 
interior,    

HAZARD,  EBENFZER. 

1.  Petition  of,  for  establishment  of  post-office,  and  appointment 
as  postmaster,  and  committee  thereoti  

jt.  Recommendation  of  and  appointment  of,  by  Provincial  Con- 
gress  

3.  Letter  from,  respecting  eastern  post  riders,  

4.  Letter  from,  respecting  conduct  of  tlie  keeper  of  the  ferry 

across  North  river,  and  proceedings  of  Provincial  Con- 
gress thereon,  

5.  Directed  to  remove  post  ottice  from  the  city  of  Xew-York,  to 

some  convenient  place  near  Dobb's  ferry,  in  Westchester 
county,  

6.  Requested  to  direct  a  weekly  post  between  Albany  and  New- 

York,  on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's  river  

7.  Letters  from,  respecting  the  establishment  of  such  post,  and 

answer  of  Committee  of  Safety  619, 

8.  Directed  to  forward  newspapers  from  Pennsylvania,  New- 

Jersey,  Connecticut  and  ^Massachusetts,  for  use  of  Conven- 
tion and  Committee  of  Safety,    

HEATH,  WILLIAM. 

1.  Appointment  of,  by  Continental  Congress,  as  brigadier-ge- 

neral  

2.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of.  

3.  Letter  from,  respecting  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  a  con- 

tinuation in  service  of  the  several  regiments  of  Gen.  Scott's 
brigade,  

4.  Answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,  

5.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,directingtheapprehension 

and  detention  of  Capt.  Ford,  of  Col.  Bevier's  regiment, 
on  charge  of  robbery  and  plunder  of  effects  ol'  Phebe 
Oakley,   732, 

6.  Letter  from  Convention  to,  reiuesting  the  employment  of 

Maj.  Taylor,  of  the  qiiarter-master-general  s  department, 
for  the  purchase  and  collection  of  necessaries  for  the  ob- 
struction of  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river,  

7.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  

8.  Requested  to  co-operate  with  Gen.  George  Clinton,  in  delend- 

ing  the  passess  at  the  Highlands,  

9.  Letter  from,  informing  of  the  arrival  of  a  Hag,  accompanying 

a  number  of  letters  ;  catalogue  of  such  letters;  disposition 
of,  74S, 

10.  Letter  from,  informing  of  order  logo  over  with  his  division  to 

the  west  side  of  Hudson's  river;  resolutions  of  Committee 
of  Safety  thereon,  and  letters  to  Gen.  ^V'a5hington,  request- 
ing the  counlermanding  of  orders  to,  

11.  Letter  from,  relative  to  the  disposition  of  certain  fieldpieces 

at  Peekskill,  

12.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  informing  him  of  the  state 

of  the  forts  at  the  Higlilands,  

13.  Answer  of  Gen.  Heath,  and  reply  of  Committee  of  Safety.. . 

14.  Reply  of  Gen.  Heath,  

15.  Letter  from,  informing  of  proceedings,  Arc  of,   

16.  Letter  from,  relative  to  permission  for  Lady  .lohnson,  Mrs. 

■Wilkinson  and  .Mrs.  Cuyler,with  their  families  and  etfects, 
to  pass  to  New-York,  

17.  Letter  from  William  Uuer,  chairman  of  committee  of  Conven- 

tion, relative  to  proceedings  ol,  in  Westchester  county,  808,  809 

HEMPSEED. 

1.  Resolution  of  Convention  for  the  purchase  of  a  quantity  of,  and 

encouraging  the  raising  of  .849,  900 

2.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  Gouverneur  Morris,  for 

a  quantity  of,  purchasf^d  by  order  of  Convention,  899,  901 

3.  Resolution  of  Convention  proiubitinrz  the  exportation  from 

this  State  of  unwrought  hemp,  or  liempen  yarn  9(J0,  901 

4.  Auditing  of  accounts  of  Samuel  t)2den,  lor   961 

5.  Resolution  relative  to  the  publication  of  the  proper  time  for 

sowing,   964 

HENNING,  PHILIP. 

1.  Petition  of,  for  appointment  as  surgeon's  mate  ;  order  for  exa- 

mination of,   85 

2.  Report  against,   90 

HENRY,  JOHN. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  commissary,  ttc.  of  clothin?  store  

2.  Letter  from,  relative  to  pTiuisites  of  his  olfice  :  and  resolu. 

tions  of  Convention  refusing  the  allowance  ol,  

3.  Requisitions  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  supply  of  clolhi  ig 

to  troops,  ^73,  1015 

4.  Resolution  of  Convention  and  letter  to,  respecting  the  dispo- 

sition of  blankets,  &c   873 

6.  Letter  to  commissioners  for  detecting,  &c.  conspiracies,  desir- 

ing them  to  permit  the  departure  nf,  to  Xew- York,  until 

the  settlement  of  his  accounts  with  the  Slate,   8^0 

*.  Letters  from,  relative  to  clothini  of  the  troops  934,  964 

7.  Peremptory  order  of  Council  of  Safety  to,  to  account  for  cloth- 

ing received  and  delivered  by  him,   1097 
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HERKIMER,  NICHOLAS. 

(See  Tryon  County,  in.) 
Appointed  brigadier-general  of  the  miUtia  of  Tryon  county.  610 
Letter  from,  and  others,  committee  of  Tryon  county,  relative 
to  the  imposition  and  collection  of  a  iiiie  upon  John  Kci- 
men  Snyder,  son  of  Henry  Keimen  Snyder,  lor  refusal  to 
serve  as  a  corporal  in  Captain  John  Kayser's  company  ol 

militia,  in  Col.  Jacob  Klork's  batLalion,   797,  798 

Interview  of,  at  UuadiUa,  with  Joseph  Krant,   iiy6,  997 

Letter  from  Gov.  Clinton,  informing  of  the  death  of,  1048 

HERRICK,  CAPT.  RUFUS. 

Letter  from,  informing  that  his  company  is  ready,  &c   S9 

Muster  roll  of,  returned  and  filed   112 

HERRING,  NICHOLAS. 
Appointment  .md  report  of  committee  to.  as  certain  damage 
done  to  land  of,  by  troops  of  General  Wooster  encamped 

thereon,  ,   93 

HERRING,  PETER. 
Letter  from  General  Wooster  to  Committee  of  Safety,  re- 
specting, and  order  of  said  committee  thereon,   75 

HATFIELD,  MOSES. 
Appointment  of,  as  major  of  Continental  regiment  of  militia 

in  Orange  county,   489 

HEWES,  JOSEPH. 
Letter  from,  and  William  Harper,  respecting  proceedings 
and  designs  of  Gov.  Martin  of  North  Carolina  ;  and  an- 
swer of  Committee  of  Safety,   73 

HIDES  AND  LEATHER. 

(See  Resolutions  of  Convention,  56.) 
Requisition  on  Treasurer  m  favour  of  Stephen  Ward,  Esq.  on 

account  of  the  purchase  of,  for  the  use  of  State,   749 

Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to  George  Ewing,  commissary, 
general  ol',  respecting  contriicts  for  the  manufacture  ol,  llUl, 

1102 

Letter  I'rom  Council  of  Safety  to  Delegates  in  Congress,   1102 

HIGHLANDERS.  (See  Stewart,  James.) 
HIGHLANDS. 

Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress  respecting  the  erec- 
tion of  batteries  at,  on  each  side  of  the  Hudson  river,  for 
the  prevention  of  navigation,  and  for  the  appointment  of 
proper  persons  to  designate  the  most  suitable  place  there- 
for, '   Iri 

Appointment  of  committee  thereon,  by  Provincial  Congress,  20 

Report  thereon,   3^,  40 

Fortifications  at,  directed,  and  commissioners  appointed  to 
superintend  erection  of,  and  to  procure  cannon  anrl  nilier 
stores  for  defence  of",  inchiding  the  cannon  on  the  battery 
atthecity  of  New-York  ;  appropriation  lor,  1 10, 113,  114,  128,  13y 

Col.  Lasher  directed  to  furnish  guard  to  proceed  from  New- 
York  to,  when  requested  by  commissioners,    127 

Appointment  of  John  Berrien  as  commissary  for  agents  for 
building  fortifications  at,   130 

Letter  from  commissioners,  requesting  instructions  as  to  tlrj 
plan  and  expense  o(  fortifications,  and  a  conference  recom- 
mended with  engineer  from  Pliiladelplua,  Ac   141 

Gen  Wooster  requested  to  furnish  a  company  of  troops  for 
del'ence  of,   146 

Correspondence  with  Gen.  Wooster  tliereon,  149,  151 

Estimate  of  B.  Romans  of  expense  of  erecting  fortifications 
at,   152 

Letter  to  Continental  Congress,  covering  plans  and  estimates 
of  fortifications  at,  and  copies  of  correspondence  witli  Gen. 
Wooster,   153 

Letter  to  Beverly  Robinson,  requesting  him  to  put  a  price 
upon  land  of,  taken  forthe  erection  of  fortifications  at,  op- 
posite West-Point  ;  answer  of,   152,  169 

Order  for  employment  of  labourers  at,  and  for  mounting  of 
carriage  guns,  iVc   158 

Letter  from  Samuel  Bayard,  William  Bcdiow  and  John  Han- 
son, respecting  plan  and  erection  of  fortifications;  giving 
information  of  close  examination  of,  by  Gov.  Tryon  and 
others  ;  and  sugiesting  the  necessity  of  an  elficient  guard,  158, 

159 

Proposals  of  Bernard  Romans  for  ercctimi  the  fortifications 
at,  and  answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,  159,  160,  161 

Letter  to  agents  for  erecting  fortifications,  respecting  employ- 
ment of,  &.C   161 

Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  recommending  the  erec- 
tion of  fortifiations,  at,    172 

Gen.  Wooster  ordered  to  forward  a  portion  of  his  troops  for 
the  defence  of  fortifications  at,   171 

Letter  trom  Provincial  Congress  to  commissioners  for  erect- 
ing fortifications  at   174 

Letter  from  commissary,  respecting  expenditures  on  fortifica- 
tions at.  and  requesting  t'urlher  supplies,   174 

Order  of  Provincial  Congress  therefor,   174 

Letter  from  B.  Romans,  respecting  his  appointment  as  engi-  174 
neerat   174 

Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  directing  commissioners 
for  the  erection  of  fortifications  at,  to  inquire  into  tlie  prac- 
ticability of  a  further  obstruction  of  Huilson's  river   177 

Letter  to  Continental  Congress,  respecting  erection  and  de- 
fence of  fortifications  at,   1T7 
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25.  liBtter  from  John  Hanson,  one  of  tlie  commissioners  for 

erecting  fortifications  at,  requesting  the  appointment  of 
some  other  person  in  his  place,   178 

26.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  commissioners  for  the 

erection  of  fortifications  ai,  discountenancing  the  require- 
ment of  certain  punctilio,  in  vessels  passing  such  fortifica- 
tions,   ]78 

27.  Letter  from  commissioners  for  the  erection  of  fortifications 

at,  complaining  of  ill  treatment  from  Kobert  North,  master 

of  a  sloop  from  Poughkeepsie,   179 

23.  Letter  from  commissioners  enclosing  remarks  of  B.  Romans, 
engineer,  relative  to  plans  for  obstruction  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Hudson,   17D,  ISO 

29.  Letter  from  John  Hanson,  one  of  the  commissioners,  re- 

specting charges  against,  by  Robert  North,  and  declining 
further  service,   ISO 

30.  Instructions  to  superintendents  at  the  fortifications  at,  re- 

specting vessels  passing  the  said  fortifications   180 

31.  Letter  from  John  Berrien,  one  of  the  commissioners  respect- 

ing supplies  of  money  to  workmen  ;  and  order  of  Provin- 
cial Congress  thereupon,   ISl,  182 

32.  Appointment  of  Jonathan  Lawrence  as  one  of  the  commis- 

sioners to  superintend  the  erection  of  fortifications  at,  in 
the  place  of  John  Hanson,  resigned,   183 

33.  Examination  of  Samuel  Patridge,   respecting  information 

communicated  to  him  by  Isaac  Garrison,  of  the  expense, 
SiC.  of  carting  timber.  Sic.  at,   1S3 

34.  Letter  to  Continental  Congress  respecting  the  employment  of 

Bernard  Romans,  as  engineer  at,   186 

35.  Cannon  presented  by  Isaac  Gouverneur,  of  Curacoa,  directed 

to  be  sent  to,   186 

36.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress  for  raising  a  company  of 

matrosses  for  defence  of  fortifications  at,   191 

37.  Letter  from  William  Bedlow  to  Richard  Yates,  requesting 

Provincial  Congress  to  ascertain  the  per  diem  pay  of  com- 
missioners for  erection  of  fortification  at,  and  proceedings 
of  Provincial  Congress  thereon,   191 

38.  Order  to  Col.  McDougall  to  send  Captains  Grennel  and  Led- 

yard,  with  their  companies,  for  defence  of  fortifications 
at,   194 

39.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress  fnr  tlie  raising  of  200 

men  from  the  militia  of  Dutchess,  Orange  and  Ulster,  for 
defence  and  occupation  of  the  fortifications  at,  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  Jolin  Hanson,   197 

40.  Letter  from  Delegates  in,  to  Continental  Congress,  relative 

to  appointment  of  commander  of  the  fortress  at,   200 

41.  Letter  from  commissioners  for  the  erection  of  fortifications 

at,  explaining  their  progress,  and  requesting  directions,. . .  202 

42.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  recommending  the  erec- 

tion of  additional  barracks  at,  and  of  a  magi  zme  ;  and  di- 
recting commissioners  for  erection  of  fortifications  at,  to 
superintend  the  building  of  the  same   207 

43.  Appointment  of  committee  for  accommodation  of  differences 

between  commissioners  and  engineers  at ;  and  for  expedit- 
ing the  completion  of  the  works  ;  report  of,  and  proceed- 
ing thereon   207,  210,  223,  224,  226 

44.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favor  of  commissary  at,          207,  208 

45.  Prohibition  of  retailing  liquor  at  or  near  fortifications  at,   207 

46.  Letters  from  Provincial  Congress  to  President  and  Delegates 

in  Continental  Congress  respectm?  defence  of  fortifica- 
tions at;  and  recommending  Gilbert  Livingston,  William 
Bedlow,  Thomas  Grennel  and  Jonathan  Lawrence,  as  pro- 
per person?  to  take  command  of,   209 

47.  Letter  from  William  Bedlow,  dated  at  Fort  Constitution  re- 

specting pay  of  commissioners  ;  and  resolutions  of  Pro- 
vincial Congress  respecting   226,  227 

48.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Delegates  in  Continental 

Congress  respecting  the  expediency  of  the  erection  of  ad- 
ditional fortifications  at,   227 

49.  Plan  of  fortifications  at,  communicated  by  engineer  to  Com- 

mittee of  Safety,  and  letter  to  Continental  Congress, 
transmitting,     236 

50.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  respecting  fortifications 

at,  and  letter   243 

51.  Letter  to  Delegation  in  Continental  Congress,  respecting  pay 

and  billeting  money  of  officers  and  privates  employed  for 
defence  of  fortifications  at,   2l.'i 

52.  Instructions  to  commissioners  for  fortifications  at,   253 

53.  Nomination  of  Col.  Isaac  NicoU  to  command  of  fortification 

at,   253 

54.  Returns  of  Capt  Samuel  Raymond's  and  Capt.  Burns'  com- 

panies of  minute  men  at;  and  letter  from  Committee  of 
Safety  to  Captain  Raymond,  relative  to  supplies  of  neces- 
saries for  troops  at   255 

55.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  commissioni;rs  for  erec- 

tion of  fortifications  at,  directing  the  transportation  of 
powder  to  Gen.  Schuyler  at  Albany     256 

56.  Letters  from  Thomas  Grennel,  one  of  commissioners  at,  rela- 

tive to  building  of  fortifications,  and  accounts  of  the  ex- 
pense thereof;  answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,..  260,  262,  263 

57.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  for  payment  therenf   260,  262 

58.  Information  relative  to  fortifications  at,  communicated  to 

Committee  of  Safety   by  John   Berrien  and  Andrew 
McCormick   262 

59.  Letter  from  Commissioners  at,  and  Col.  NicoU,  relative  to 

287 
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compensation  of  minute  men  employed  in  the  erection  of 
battery  at;  and  answer  of  Provincial  Congress,. .  298,  299,  303 

60.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  relative  to  the  erection 
ol  batteries  at,    317 

61.  Appointment  of  Thomas  Palmer  as  an  additional  commis- 
sioner, to  superintend  the  erection  of  fortifications  at,   3l!> 

62.  Report  of  enuineer  relative  to  works  at,   i.30 

63.  Letter  from  commissioners  at,  relative  to  erection  of  fortifica- 
tions, and  recommending  the  appointment  of  Gilbert  Li- 
vingston as  an  additional  commissioner,   331,  332 

61.  Commissioners  authorized  to  employ  vessels  for  quartering 
troops  at,  and  to  call  into  service  minute  men  and  Conti- 
nental troops  for  the  completion  of  the  works  at,   332 

Appointment  of  Gilbert  Livingston  as  additional  commission- 
er at   332 

Requisition  on  Treasurer  for  advance  to  commissioners  for 

the  erection  of  fortifications  at,   335 

67.  Letter  from  John  Berrien,  commissioner,  &c.  containing  an 
account  of  moneys  advanced  by  him,  to  Bernard  Romans. 

engineer,   364 

63.  Order  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon,   364 

69.  Letter  from  Col.  Isaac  I^icoU,  complaining  of  the  want  of  a 
a  commissary  of  provisions,  Stc.  at;  and  enclosing  account 
of  ammunition  supplied  by  commissioners  to  Capt.  Saral. 
Raymond  ;  answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,  372.  397 

70.  IjCtler  from  Col.  Isaac  NicoU,  respecting  command  of  troops 
at;  and  answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,  3j),  3S6 

71.  Requisitions  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  commissioners  at,  o9u,  435 

72.  Letter  from  Slessrs.  Palmer  and  Livingston,  commissioners, 
fee.  at,  relative  to  provisions,  &c.  and  troops  at ;  answer  of 
Committee  of  Safety,  391,  392 

73.  Letter  from  Col.  JN'icoil,  respecting  stale  of  regiment  at,  &c. 
transmitting  Gen.  Lee's  order  for  the  arrest  of  Ensign 
Goodgean,  and  an  account  of  the  expenses  of  trial  of.  hy 
court  martial,   402 

74.  Permission  to  Col.  KicoU  to  retire  from  service  at,  and  vole 
of  thanks  to,   435 

(See  Washington,  George  68.) 

75.  Letter  from  Gen.  Putnam,  transmitting  a  list  of  lory  prisoners 
confined  at,  and  requesting  the  order  of  Provincial  Con- 
gress relating  to  their  labour  on  the  ibrlifications  at ;  reso- 
lutions thereon,  471.  ■:72 

76.  Commissioners  at,  directed  to  receive  their  future  orders  and 
directions  from  Gen.  Washington,   4S4 

77.  Communication  from  Gen.  Cates,  respecting  condition  of  de- 
fences at,  and  of  the  desire  of  Gen.  ^\'ashington  that  a  re- 
giment of  militia  be  sent  there  

7S.  Resolution  of  I'rovineinl  Congress  dispensing  with  further 

service  of  coinmissioiiers  at,  

79.  Letter  to  Convention  froui  Lieut.  Col.  Hammond,  at  Tarry 
Town,  inlbrmini;  of  the  sailing  of  the  British  ships  of  war 
towards  ;  orders  to  Col.  Van  Cortlandt  and  Mr.  Z.  Piatt  to 
repair  to,  and  to  call  out  the  militia  for  the  defence  and  re- 
inforcement of  the  the  garrisons  of  forts  Montgomery  and 

Constitution,   525 

■SO.  Resolutions  of  Convention  for  stationing  troops  from  I  Ister 
and  Urange  countiet  at,  to  guard  the  defiles,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton   526 

81.  Appointment  of  eomniiltee  lo  visit  forts  Constitution  and 

Montgomerie,  at,  and  report  as  to  their  condition.  Sic   604 

■S2.  Report  of  committee,  and  resolutions  for  the  reinforcement  of 

garrisons  at,  and  apportionment  of  levies  therefor,  611,  612.  613 

614 

83.  Appointment  of  field  officers  of  such  levies,   614 

S4.  Letter  from  Gen.  James  Clinton,  transmitting  a  return  of  ar- 
ticles wanted  at  the  fortifications  at,   616 

S.5.  .\n5wer  of  Committee  of  Safety,  616,  617 

n6.  Ontsf  for  supplying  the  fortifications  at,  with  articles  for  the 

use  of  the  garrisons,    618 

87.  Letters  from  John  Sloss  Hobart,  transmitting  intelligence  of 
the  condition  of  llie  forts  at   640 

88.  Letter  from  ficn.  James  Clinton,  respecting  the  condition  of 
the  forts  at,   650 

89.  Resolutions  ol' Continental  Congress,  for  the  reinforcement  of 
the  gar  .sons  at,  and  approving  of  the  measures  of  Con- 
vention for  the  defence  of,   652 

90.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  commissioners  for 
erecting  fortifications  at,   6SS 

91.  Report  of  Robert  R.  Livingston,  and  resolutions  of  Committee 
of  Safety  respecting  the  delence  of,   725,  726 

92.  Resolutions  of  Commillee  of  Safety,  directinc  Gen.  George 
Clinton  to  take  measures  for  the  security  of  the  passes  of, 
with  the  troops  under  his  command,  and  requesting  the  co- 
operation of  Gen.  Heath,   746 

93.  Letters  from  Commiltee  of  Safety  to  Gen.  Heath,  &c.  inform- 
ing of  the  state  of  the  fortifications  at,   759 

94.  Return  of  officers  and  men  in  garrison  at  forts  Montgomery 
and  Constitution,  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  James 
Clinton,   777 

95.  Appointment  of,  and  instructions  to,  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  the  forts  and  garrisons  in,  and  to  proviile  for 
a  reinforcement  at,  and  to  confer  with  Gen.  Washington 
thereon,  Alc,  report  of  committee,          813,  816,  M7,  831,  S32 

96.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  directing  the  guarding 
of  the  passes  at,  with  militia   829 

'  97.  Letter  from  Convention  to  Congress  relative  to  condition  of, 
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HIGHLANDS— CoNTiNTED. 
■Dil  recommending  the  appointment  of  Gen.  George  Clin- 
loD  to  the  coaimand  thereoi;   ...  840 


96.  Lenef 


from  Convention  to  Gen.  Washington  and  Gen.  Mo 


Uoujall, 


S40,  841 


„  Retolulions  of  Convention  authorizing  Gen.  Georse  Clinton 
to  call  out  the  militia  of  Orange,  Dutchess,  Ulster  and 
Westchester  counties,  for  the  protection  of  the  passes  of,. . 
100  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  appointing  Brig.  Gen. 

George  Clinton  to  the  command  of  the  fortresses  at,  

(See  Klections,4.) 

101.  Appointment  of  committee  to  confer  with  Gen.  Washington, 

relative  to  providing  garrisons  for  the  forts  at,  

102.  Resolutions  of  Council  of  Safety  for  reiruorcing  the  garrisons 

at,  ■  :  

103  Letter  from  Gen.  Washington  to  Gov.  Chnton,  requesting  a 

reinforcement  of  the  posts  at,  

(See  Clinton,  George,  50.) 
104.  AtUck  upon,  and  demolition  of,  the  fortifications  at,  by  the 


848 


8G0 


1019 


1023 


1027 


enemy, 


1063  to  1070,  1074 


105.  Report  of  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Gen.  Putnam, 
Gen.  James  Clinton  and  other  otficers,  relative  to  the  ne- 
cessary works  to  be  constructed  for  tlie  passess  in,  and  ap- 
pointment of  commisiiuners  to  determine  upon  the  place 

for  their  erection ;  report  of  committee,  1113,  1114 

HINMAX,  COL.  BENJAMIX. 

(See  Ticonderoga,  37  ;  Fort  George,  1.) 
1.  Letter  from,  respecting  condition  of  fortresses  at  Fort  George 

and  Cronn-Point   74 

i  Answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,   75 

(See  Connecticut,  18.) 

HOBART,  JOHN  SLOSS. 

1.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safely  to,  transmitting  information 

concerning  the  shipping  of  provisions  by  Geor5e  Youngs 
and  son,  Capt.  Bush,  and  one  Conklin,  for  the  use  of  Gen. 
Gage's  army,  near  Boston,   78 

2.  Letters  from,  informing  of  the  condition  of  the  forts  at  the 

Highlands  ;  of  tlie  progress  of  the  negotiation  for  an  ex- 
change of  Brig.  Gen.  Woodhull ;  the  conflagration  at  the 
city  of  New-York,  8cc   1)49 

3.  Letter  from,  informing  of  the  death  of  Brig.  Gen.  Woodhull ; 

of  the  movements  of  the  New-H.impshire  and  JMassachu- 
setts  miUtia  to  join  the  grand  array  ;  and  of  the  condition 
of  the  inhabitTnts  on  Long  island   671 

4.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  expenses  of  jour- 

ney to  Y'ork  Town,  to  meet  committees  of  the  middle 

States  on  public  business,    900 

HOISINGTOX,  JOAB. 

1.  Appointjaent  of,  and  commission  to,  as  major  of  four  compa- 

nies of  rangers,  to  be  raised  in  the  counties  of  Cumberland 
and  Gloucester,  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  the  iron- 
tiers,   540,  541 

2.  Roll  of  officers  of,   659 

3.  Report  of  committee  and  resolution  of  Convention,  on  appli- 

catioa  of,  respecting  bounty  for  company  ol  rangers  of,  659,  6'10, 

661 

4.  Letter  from,  to  Gen.  Gates,  transmitting  information  of  the 

movements  of  Sir  John  Johnston,with  the  Indians  and  Ca- 
nadians, to  attack  the  inhabitants  on  the  MohaWk  river, 

and  meet  Gen  Burgnyne  at  Albany,   699 

b.  Resolutions  of  Convention  for  continuing  in  service  the  ran- 
gers raised  in  the  counties  of  Gloucester  and  Cumberlanil, 
under  command  of,  and  appointment  of  commissioners 

therefor,   §37 

HOLMES,  JAMES. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  colonel  of  fourth  regiment   62 

2.  Appointment  of,  an.l  Col.  Philip  Van  Corllandt,  as  muster- 

masters  for  said  regiment,   

3.  Sundry  articles  of  military  stores  to  be  forwarded  to,  and  pro- 

cured by,  

4.  Ordered  to  proceed  to  Albany  with  the  men  under  his  com- 

mand,   

5.  Commissary  directed  to  supply  with  arms   1 20 

6.  Requisition  on  deputy  paymaster-general  for  advance  to  .  127 

7.  Treasurer  authorized  to  pay  £600  to,   123 

8.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to,  transmitting  account  of 

expenses  of  apprehension  and  transportation  to  Albany  of 
three  deserters  from  regiment  of,  and  requesting  their  pay 
to  be  stopped,  &c  

9.  Letter  from,  informing  of  compliance  with  such  order  ;  order 

for  refunding  amount  of  pay  to  Treasurer,   335 

HOLMES,  JONATHAN. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  2d  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Kiker's  company,  in 

Col.  Ritzema's  regiment,   507 

S.  Appointmeat  of,  as  ensign,   535 

HOLT,  JOHN. 

1.  Appointment  of  committee  to  settle  with,  for  his  services  as 

a  printer,   303 

2.  Appointraentof  committee  to  treat  with,  forthe  establishment 

of  a  printing  office  in  this  Slate   793 

3.  Requixttion  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  on  account,   1073 

HOOPER,  AVILLIAM. 
J*"!  '■'om,  and  Joseph  Hewes,  respecting  proceedincrs  and 
designs  of  Gov.  Martin,  of  North  Carolina,  and  answer  of 
Committee  of  Safety,   73 


96 


99 


105 


193 


FAOE. 

HOPKINS,  REUBEN. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  adjutant  of  regiment  of  minute  men  in 

l)utchess  county,   135 

HOPKINS,  ROSWELL. 
1.  Appointment  of,as  Ueutenant-colouel  of  2drcgiment  of  militia 

in  Dutchess  county,   52S 

HORNBECK,  JACOB. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  lieutenant-colonel,  Ulster  county  militia  .  135 
HORTON,  CAPT.  AMBROSE. 

1.  Return  from   91 

2.  Directed  to  continue  in  Col.  McDougall's  regiment,   455 

JIORTON,  JONATHAN. 

1,  Appointment  of,  as  captain  in  Col.  Ritzema's  regiment,   405 

HOSPITAL. 

1.  Proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  in  relation  to  establish- 
ment of,  in  the  city  of  New-York,   3'J3,  327,  336 

HOSPITAL  STORES. 

1.  Directed  to  be  forwarded  to  Albany,  for  use  of  Connecticut 

troops,   76 

2.  Letter  from  Peter  T.  Curtenius  to  Provincial  Congress,  rela- 

tive to  demand  ot',  by  Mr.  Hughes,  &c.  and  letter  from  Pro- 
vincial Congress  to  Gen.  Lee,  thereon,   330 

HOUSTON,  CAPT.  JOHN. 
I.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  bounty  money  for 

company  of,  in  Col.  Gansevoort's  regiment,   745 

HUDSON  RIVER. 

1.  Resolutions  of  tlie  Continental  Congress  for  the  erection  of 

batteries  ou  each  side  of,  at  the  Highlands,  to  prevent  tlie 
passage  of  vessels  ;  and  for  the  appointment  of  experi- 
enced persons  to  discover  the  proper  place  for  such  ob- 
structions,   16 

2.  Appointment  of  committee  thereon,  by  Provincial  Congress,.  20 

3.  Report  of  committee,   38.  40 

4.  Appointment  ol  committee  to  inquire  into  the  depth  of  water 

in,  from  New-York  to  New- Windsor   45 

5.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress  respecting  cmploym"nt 

of  troops,  in  the  erection  of  batteries  to  secure  naviaation 

of,  : ....  47 

6.  Fortilications  on,  at  the  Highlands,  directed  to  be  erected,  and 

commissioners  to  be  appointed  to  superintend  erection  of, 
and  to  procure  cannon  and  otlier  stores  lor  defence  of.  in- 
cluding the  cannon  on  the  Battery  in  the  city  ol  New- 
York,  and  approi-riations  for,   110,  113,  114,  IC^,  133 

Col.  Lasher  directed  V>  furnish  a  guard  to  proceed  from  New- 
York  to  Higlilanus,  when  requested  by  commissioner?   127 

Appointment  of  John  Berrien  a»  coiiiinis sary  for  agent:,  lor 

building  fortilications   130 

(See  Highlands.) 
Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress  for  the  obstruction  of  the 

navigation  of   172 

Gen.  Woostcr  directed  to  forward  a  portion  of  his  troops  for 

defence  efforts  erected  on,  .    ]72 

Resolution  of  I'ruvincial  Congress,  directing  commissioners 
forthe  erection  of  fortifications  on,  and  to  inquire  into  the 
practicability  of  a  fartlier  obstruction  to  the  navigation  ol,  177 
Organization  of  four  companies  of"  matrosses  for  occupation 

of  the  forts  on,  recommended  by  Provincial  Congress   177 

Letter  from  Provincial  to  Continental  Congress,  respecting 

erection  and  ilefente  of  fortifications  at   177 

Remarks  of  B.  Komans,  engineer,  and  of  commisssioners  for 
the  erection  of  fortilications  at  the  Highlands,  relative  to 
plans  for  ob.--truction  of  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson.  179,  ISO 
Appointment  of  (.'omTnittee  to  investigate  the  expediency  of 
obstructing  tlie  navigation  of,  between  Nassau  and  Bedlowe 

islands;  report  of,   462,  472 

Letter  from  Gen.  W.-ishington  respecting,   493 

Passage  of  three  British  ships  ol  v  ar  up  the,  beyond  King> 

Bridge,  anil  procei'il I  ij?s  of  Convention  thereon,   522 

Letter  from  Gen.  Washington  to  Convention,  on  the  impor- 
tance of  securing  the  passes  on,  anil  answer  of  Conven- 
tion,   523 

AppointmfiU  of  committee  to  devise  and  carry  into  execution 

a  plan  for  llie  obstruction  of  the  navigation  of,   523 

Letter  from  chairman  of  .said  committee,  requesting  gunners 
and  materials  for  the  use  of  cannon  on  board  ships  titled 

out  by  them  ;  answer  of  Convention,  546,  547 

(See  Washington,  George,  68.) 
Letter  from  committee  of  secrecy,  relative  to  measures  adopt- 
ed for  the  defence  of,   575 

Requisition  on  Treasurer  for  advance  to  Capt.  Henry  Ben- 
son, for  the  purchase  of  sundry  articles  required  for  fitting 

out  two  armed  vessels  tor  defence  ot,  

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  Gen.  George  Clinton,  re- 
specting obstructions  to  the  navigation  of,  

Survey  of  channel  of,  at  and  about  Fort  Washington,  or- 
dered,  

Letter  from  Gilbert  Livingston,  respecting  the  construction 

and  fixing  of  the  chain  across,  

Resolution  of  Convention,  authorizing  the  purchase  and  im- 
pressment of  vessels  for  the  obstruction  of  the  navigation 


of. 


Letters  from  Tench  Tilghman,  relative  to  the  obstruction  of  the 

navigation  of,  646, 

Letter  from  Robert  Yates  on  the  same  subject,  


576 
624 
62S 
629 

639 

662 
650 
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HUDSON  RIVER— Continued; 

29.  Letter  from  Robert  Yates  and  Gilbert  Livingston  on  the  same 

subject,  , .  650 

30.  Resolution  of  Comniillee  of  Safety,  (iirectins  the  mounting  of 

cannon,  at  suitable  places  alont;  the  banks  of,   696 

31.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety,  requeslin;;  the  advice  of 

Gen.  Schuyler  as  to  the  best  plan  lor  obstructing  the  navi- 
gation of;  directing  a  nautical  survey  thereof;  and  rela- 
tive to  the  strength  and  suliiciency  of  the  chain  thrown 
across,  714,  715 

32.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety  directincr  tlie  obstruction 

of  the  navigation  of,  near  PoUepef  s  island,  at  the  nortliern 
entrance  of  the  Highlands,   719 

33.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety  requesting  Maj.  General 

Schuyler  to  superintend  the  erection  of  the  necessary 
works  for  the  defence  of,   721 

34.  Letter  to  Gen.  Washington,  respecting   722 

35.  Letter  to  Gen.  Schuyler,  '   722,726 

36.  Letter  to  Continental  Congress,   723,  726 

37.  Report  of  Robert  R.  Livingston,  and  resolutions  of  Commit- 

tee of  Safety,  respecting  obstrucliciis  of  the  navigation  of,  725, 

726 

38.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  Continental  Congress, 

respecting  the  chain  manufactured  under  tlie  direction  of 
Mr.  Mechin,  the  engineer,  for  the  obstruction  of  the  navi- 
gation of,   726 

39.  Letter  from  Brig.  Gen.  Geo.  Clinton,  respecting  proceedings 

of,  in  obstructing  the  navigation  of,   731 

40.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety,  directing  the  employment 

of  Waj.  Taylor,  one  of  the  acting  deputy  quarter-masier- 
generals  to  collect  and  purchase  (he  necessary  materials 
for  the  obstruction  of  the  navigation  of,   7.35 

41.  Letter  to  Gen.  Heath  thereon,   737 

42.  Resolutions  for  employment  uf  Capt.  ^lachine,  in  assisting  to 

carry  on  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of,   761 

43.  Report  of  committee  of  conference  with  Gen.  George  Clin- 

ton, relative  to  the  progress  of  obstructions  of  the  naviga- 
tion of,    831 

44.  Letter  from  Convention  to  Gen.  George  Clinton  thereupon,.  841 

45.  Letter  from  Convention  to  committee  of  Albany,   851 

46.  Requisitions  on  Treasurer  for  expenditures  in  obstructing 

the  navigation  of,          576,  688,  7U5,  7i36,  79S,  SIO,  810,  844,  902 

47.  Letters  from  Gen.  Greene  to  agents  lor  building  Continental 

ships  at  Kingston,  &c.  directing  said  tliips  to  be  used  in 
obstructing  the  navigation  of;  resolutions  of  Convention 
ordering  the  same,   'JSS,  939 

48.  Letter  from  Delegates  in  Congress,  transmitting  report  of 

marine  committee  relative  to  manning  and  fitting  out  two 
galleys  for  the  defence  of,   958,  959 

49.  Resolutions  of  Convention  thereon,   9.59,  960 

50.  Letter  from  Gen.  George  Clinton,  respecting,   961,962 

51.  Answer  of  Council  of  Safety   662 

52.  Letter  to  Continental  Congress,  respecting,    966 

53.  Letter  from  marine  committee  of  Congress,   992 

54.  Report  of  committee  to  ascertain  the  piace  for  fixing  a  chain 

and  erecting  fortifications  for  the  obstruction  of  the  navi- 
gation of,   U 17 

HUGHES,  HUGH. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  commissary  for  Continental  stores,   302 

(See  Hospital  Stores.  2.) 
HULBURT,  JOHN. 

1.  Letter  from,  informing  of  enlistment  by,  and  muster  of  men,  101 

2.  Muster  roll  of,  certified  by  David  Jlullord,  muster-master, 

received  and  filed,    110 

3.  Letter  from,  informing  of  dcpai  ture  of  his  company  from 

Montauk,  and  requesting  supplies  of  arms,   146 

4.  Provision  for  aid  to,  on  his  way  to  Ticonderoga,   155,  156 

5.  Resolution  for  advsEnce  of  money  to.  on  account   247,  248 

6.  Appointment  of,  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  Continental  regiment 

of  militia  in  Suffolk  county,   489 

HUMPHREY,  CORNELIUS. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  regiment  of  minute 

men  in  Dutchess  county,   135 

2.  Appointment  of,  as  colonel,   .389,  489 

3.  Return  or  rank  roll  of  olficcrs  of,   658 

4.  Appointed  to  the  command  of  a  regiment  of  volunteers  in 

Westchester  county   772 

(See  Westchester  County,  84.) 
HUNT,  CAPT.  JESSE. 

1.  Certificate  to,  ongoing  to  South  Carolina,   430 

HUNT,  JOSEPH. 

1.  Letter  from  William  Duer,  recommending  protection  and 

provisioD  for,  as  a  reward  for  his  zeai  and  essential  ser- 
vice to  his  country;  resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety 
thereon,   807 

2.  Commissary-general  ordered  to  indemnify  for  property  taken 

•    from,   807 

HUNTER,  JOHN. 
1.  Petition  of,  for  assistance,  and  plan  for  establishment  of  a 

linen  manufactory,   178 

HUTCHINS,  CAPT.  AMOS. 

1.  Return  of  company  of,  and  requisition  on  Treasurer  for  pay- 

ment of,    378 

2.  Appointment  of,  as  captain  in  Col.  Ritzema's  regiment,  ....  405 


HYATT,  EZEKIEL, 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  captain  in  the  first  regiment  of  the  New- 

York  battalion   421 

2.  Directed  to  continue  attached  to  Col.  McDougall's  regiment,  455 

3.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  payment  of  his 

men,    502 

I.  J. 

JACKSON,  CAPT.  WILLIAM. 

1.  Return  of  company  of,  in  Ulster  county,   396 

2.  Directed  to  repair  to  Fort  Constitution,   397 

JACKSOX,  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  second  lieutenant  in  Captain  Daniel  Den- 
ton's company,   S9 

JANSEN,  CORNELIUS  T. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  first  lieutenant  in  Captain  Elias  Has- 

brouck's  company,   99 

JANSEN,  DIRCK. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  second  major  in  Colonel  Peter  R.  Living- 

ston's regiment  ol'  militia,   772 

2.  Letter  from,  respecting  the  prevalence  of  di.5alfection  in  the 

manor  of  Livingston ;  answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,  . .  103g 
JANSEN,  JOHANNES,  Jr. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  major  of  Ulster  county  militia,   135 

JANSEN,  THOMAS,  Jr. 
1.  Appointment  of,  lieutenant-colonel  Ulster  county  militia,. . . .  528 
JAY,  JOHN. 

(See  Continental  Congress,  97.) 

1.  Election  of,  as  chief  justice,   910 

2.  Vote  of  thanks  to,  for  his  long  and  faithful  services  as  a  De- 

legate in  Continental  Congress,   931 

JENKINS,  RICHARD. 
1.  Late  master  of  a  vessel  of  Thomas  Ludlow;  information  of, 

relative  to  vessel  and  cargo,  and  relating  to  Quebec,   J23 

JEWS. 

I.  Exemption  of  Hart  Jacobs  from  the  performance  of  military 

duty  on  Friday  nights,  part  of  the  Jewish  Sabbath,  260,  261 

IMPEACHMENT. 
1.  Proceedings  ot  Convention  in  framing' the  constitution  rela- 
tive to  power  of,   87S 

IMPRESS.MENT  OF  ARMS. 

(See  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  58.) 

DIPRESSMENT  OF  CONVEYANCES. 

(See  Resolutions  of  Convention,  5,  61.) 
INDEPENDENCE. 

1.  Address  of  committee  of  mechanics  to  Provincial  Congress, 

requesting  instructions  to  Delegation  in  Continental  Con- 
gress, to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  cause  these  Unit- 
ted  Colonies  to  become  independent  of  Great  Britain,  and 
pledging  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  support  of  such  decla- 
ration ;  answer  of  Provincial  Congress,   474 

2.  Preamble  and  resolutions  of  General  Convention  of  Virginia, 

instructing  Delegation  from,  in  Continental  Congress,  to 
propose  a  declaration  of,   475 

3.  Answer  of  Provincial  Congress     481 

4.  Letter  from  Delegation  from  New-York,  in  Continental  Con- 

gress, requesting  instructions  from  Provincial  Congress  on 

the  question  of   488 

5.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress  recommending  to  the  in- 

habitants and  electors  of  Ihe  Colony  to  vest  their  repre- 
sentatives w  ith  full  powers  to  declare  and  recommend,. . .  4!i0 

6.  Declaration  ol,  l  y  Continental  Congress,   516,  517 

7.  Keference  of,  to  committee  of  Provincial  Congress,    517 

8.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress  approving  of  sucli  decla- 

ration, and  pledsing  the  support  of  this  Colony ;  provisions 

for  publication  thereof,   518 

9.  Letter  from  John  Hancock,  President  of  Continental  Con- 

gress, enclosing  declaration  of,   521 

10.  Answer  of  Convention   521 

]  1.  Letter  from  Co-^ti  iental  Congress  enclosing  declaration  of, 
with  the  names  of  the  signers,  ami  a  resolution  that  the 
same  be  put  on  record  and  preserved  among  the  archives 

of  the  several  United  States,   825 

INDEPENDENT  COMPANIES. 

L  Draft  of  commissioners  to  oliicers  of,  &c   141 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

1.  Letter  from  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress,  to  Provincial 

Congress,  respecting,   30,  39 

2.  Answer  of  Provincial  Congress,  suggesting  the  appointment 

of  a  superintendent  of,   32,  33 

3.  Message  of  Provincial  Congress  to  confederated  Indian  Na- 

tions, by  Joseph  Johnson,    .50 

4.  Report  of  Committee  on   S2 

5.  Sundry  papers  relating  to,  delivered  to  Provincial  Congress 

by  Robert  Yates  of  Albany,   95 

6.  Examination  of  Gcrrit  Roseboom,  of  Albany,  and  of  Benja- 

min Davis,  (alias  John  Johnson,)  relanuL'  to,   106 

7.  Journal  of  the  proceedings  and  meeting  of  delegation  from 

the  Six  Nations,  sent  by  commissioners  of,  to  confer  with 
theCaughnawagas,   169,  170 


'SO 


■  ■  ■  1   . 

,  .  .'-■Mill:---  .s-i  -J,!)  Tu  J . 
'       '■'!-.■'!■ .....  ■''-na'ij  !r 

-  ■  ■ '  ■     ':!'■.■':.■  ! '  ' 


1'', 


■  ■■■■  ■■'  V 


f')  v'.  'tf.;!;-£rilT  fit  . 
,1  iiswhw  I'^ra^s. 


-    .  -  .as.'iJoi/''" 


INDEX. 


802 


1148 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS— Continued. 

8  AppoinW"'"'"  committee  on,  

■         iVUIAN  LANDS.      .   ^  . 

„  .  jines  of  Convention  in  framing  a  constitution  relative 

'  "^'^ic  880,881 

INDIANS.     ^^^^  Connecticut,  2,  17.) 

(See  Stock-bridge  Indians.) 
(See  Mohawk  Indians.) 
(See  Oneida  Indians.) 
(See  Indian  Ad'airs.) 
(See  Kirkland,  Rev.  Samuel.) 

(See  Johnson,  Joseph.) 
(See  Massachusetts  Bay,  11.) 
(See  Caughnawaga  Indians.) 
(See  Canada,  7,  8.) 
(See  Mohegan  Indians.) 
(See  Johnson,  Col.  Guy.) 

(See  Five  Nations.) 
(See  Ocoghquaga  Indians.) 
(See  Tuscarora  Indians,) 
(See  Onenaoghkwage  Indians.) 
(See  Schuyler,  Philip,  24.) 
(See  Brant,  Joseph.) 
1   Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  for  the  employment  of, 

in  Camda,    4S2 

2.  Order  of  Convention  for  the  Iree  dislnhution  of  gunpowder 

lo,  in  L  ister  county  near  the  Susquehannah,   539 

(See  Ulster  County,  no,  62,  75  ) 
(See  Oswego.) 
(See  Orange  County,  57.) 
(See  Johnson,  Sir  John.) 

3.  Information  of  intended  invasion  of  the  northern  and  western 

frontiers  on  the  Mohawk  river,  under  the  command  of  Sir 

John  Johnson,   699,  700,  701 

(See  Indian  Lands.) 

4.  Report  of  committee,  and  resolutions  of  Congress  relative  to 

the  intrusion  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  on  lands  of,. . . .  952 
(See  Seneca  Indians.) 
(See  Tryon  County,  32.) 

5.  Letter  from  Adam  Fonda,  to  committee  of  Schenctady  trans- 

mitting an  account  of  an  action  with,  at  Oneida  creek,  and 

a  list  of  the  dead  and  wounded,    1034 

6.  Examination  of  Johannes  Ooslerhout,  Jr.  and  Nicholas,  the 

sachem,  relative  to  proceedings  of,   1054 

INHABITANTS,  ENUMERATION  OF. 

(See  Enumeration  of  Inhabitants.) 
INOCULATION.  (See  Smallpo.K.) 
INSPECTORS  OF  FLOUR. 

I.  Appointment  of,  for  Orange  and  Ulster  counties,   670 

INSTRUCTIONS. 
I.  Of  Provincial  Congress  to  officers  relative  to  enlisting  of 

men   57,  269 

INTELLIGENCE. 
I.  Appointment  of  committee  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the 
conveyance  of,  throughout  the  State,  by  newspapers  and 

olhTwuc   ti74 

INTKIICEPTED  LETTERS. 

1.  From  Gen.  liaac  to  Governor  of  North  Carolina   .57 

2.  From  Jo<.cph  Martin,  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  to  Henry 

White,  Ksqr   68 

3.  From  Col.  Jumes  Robertson,  to  Capt.  Montague,  command- 

ing His  Majesty's  sliip,  King  Fisher,   119,  120 

4.  From  Thomas  Ash  at  liQ^ton,  to  John  Shaw,  a  New-York 

merchant,   120 

6.  From  Francis  Stevens  lo  Gen.  Gage,  relative  to  removal  of 

stores,  Ac.  Irem  New-York,   J22 

6.  From  Joseph  AUicock  to  Henry  Lloyd  and  Lieut.  Butricke,.  122 

7.  From  Thcoplialact  Bachc,  merchant  of  New-York,  to  Major 

Mocricf,  at  Boston,  taken  from  Capt.  Isaac  L.  Winne,. . .  141 

8.  Eiamination  of  letters  and  papers  of  George  Bethune,   144 

(Se3  Prisoners,  22.) 

9.  From  J.  H.  Dempster,  captain  of  the  ship  Blue  Mountain 

Valley,  to  his  brother  George  Dempster,  Esqr.  Oxford 
street,  London,    259 

10.  From  J.  H.  Dempster,  to  Robert  Hutter,  Esqr.  Coleman 

street,  London,   260 

11.  From  J.  H.  Dempster,  to  Richard  Cardin,  Esq.  Bucklesbnry, 

London   260 

12.  From  J.  H.  Dempster  to  J.  Townshend,   260 

13.  From  Joseph  Woolcombe,  to  his  father,   260 

14.  From  Murray,  Sansom,  &  Co.  to  Rogers  Townshend,  mer- 

chant at  Goshen,   789 

(See  Tryon  County,  28.) 
INTERNAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 

■  (See'  Resolutions  of  Convention,  47,  48.) 
(See  Roads.) 

INTERPRETER. 

(See  French  Interpreter.) 
(See  Testard,  Rev.  John  Peter.) 
(See  Prisoner.',  54.) 
JOHNSON,  COL.  GUY. 
t.  Ltttcr  from  Albany  committee  relative  to  proceedings  of,. . . .  23 
2.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to,   28,29 


JOHNSON,  COL.  GUY— Co.NTiNUED. 

3.  Letter  from  Samuel  Kirkland  to  Albany  ciimmillee,  respect- 

ing proceedings  ol',  and  Oneida  Indians,   49 

4.  Letter  from  Joseph  Warren,  President  of  Provincial  Con- 

gress, of  Massachusetts  Bay,  respecting  disposition  and 
proceedings  of,   51 

5.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  Delegates  in  Continental 

Congress,  informing  of  the  arrival  ol,  at  Oswego,  with  a 
body  of  Indians,   79 

6.  Letter  from,  to  Provincial  Congress   94 

(See  O'Connor,  John,  2.) 
JOHNSON,  JOHN,  (alias  Benjamin  Davis.) 
(See  Albany  City,  2.3.) 
(See  Indian  AlTairs,  6.) 
JOHNSON,  JOSEPH. 

(See  Oneida  Indians,  4.) 
(See  Mohegan  Indians,  1.) 
1.  Letter  from,  praying  relief,  and  setting  forth  his  exertions 
and  influence  among  the  western  Indians,  in  favour  of  the 
American  cause  ;  petition  granted,  together  with  passport 

and  letter  of  safe  conduct,   142 

JOHNSON,  LADY. 

1.  Report  of  committee  for  escorting,  to  some  proper  and  safe 

place  of  residence,   701 

2.  Letter  froui  James  Hiinler,  informing  of  the  great  resort  of 

people  from  the  Mohawk  river,  at  VVilliamstown,  suppos- 
ed to  carry  letters  lo  and  from,   777,  7.S0 

JOHNSON,  CAPT.  ROBERT. 

1.  Letter  from  David  Pye,  recommending  supplies  for,  &c   95 

2.  Capt.  Peter  Lent  and  Gilbert  Cooper  appointed  muster-mas- 

ters for,   96 

3.  Treasurer  directed  to  pay  £100  for  use  of  company,   124 

4.  Apprehension  of  deserters  from  company  of,   195 

5.  Order  for  payment  to,  of  sums  deducted  for  the  appreliensicn 

of  deserters  from  company  of,   6tiS 

JOHNSON,  SIR  JOHN. 

1.  Copy  of  letters  from,  to  Alexander  White   126 

(See  O'Conncr,  John,  2.) 

2.  Letter  .Orom  Provincial  Congress  lo  committee  of  Tryon  coun- 

ty, respceling  the  proper  course  lo  be  pursued  in  relation 

lo,  and  respecting  claim  of,lothe  court  house  and  jail   212 

3.  Letter  from  ilajor  Joab  Hoisinglon  to  Gtn.  Gates,  transmit- 

ting intclligonee  of  the  movement  of,  with  the  Indians  and 
Canadians,  with  the  intention  of  attacking  the  inliabitants 
on  the  Mohawk  river,  and  meeting  Gen.  Burgoyne  at  Al- 
bany,   iVi9 

4.  Report  of  committee  of  arrangement  and  conference  with 

General  Schuyler,  relative  to  proceedings  and  movements 

of,  &c   701),  701 

5.  Letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler,  informing  of  the  retreat  of,  with 

Gen.  Carlton,  to  Canada   70S 

(See  Oneida  Indians,  10.) 

6.  Information  of  proceedings  of,  communicated  by  Francis 

Horsman,  a  prisoner  of  war,   1021 

7.  Information  of  proceedings  of  communicated  by  Gen.  Ganse- 

voorl,   1025 

JOURNALS  OF  PROVINCIAL   CONGRESS  AND 
CONVENTION. 

1.  Resolution  for  transcribing,   651 

IRELAND. 

1.  Information  communicated  to  Provincial  Congress,  respecting 

embarkation  of  British  troops  from,   42,  43 

IRON. 

1.  Resolution  of  Convention,  authorizing  tlie  taking  of  certain 
machines  for  the  manufacture  of,  and  providing  for  com- 
pensation to  the  owner,   565 

(See  Sterling  Iron  Works  ) 

LSLIP. 

1.  Letter  from  Isaac  Thompson,  enclosing  copy  of  general  asso- 
ciation signed  by  inhabitants  of,   6S 

JUDGES  OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT. 

(See  Chief  Justice;  Jay,  John.) 

1.  Election  of  vJobert  Vales  and  John  Morin  Scott,  as,   910 

2.  Declension  of  Gen.  Scott,   910 

3.  Election  of  John  Sloss  Hobarl,   917 

JUDICIAL  OFFICERS. 
!.  Proceedings  of  Convention  in  framing  a  Constitution,  relative 

to  appointment  of,   S74,  910 

JURY. 

1.  Procecdinss  of  Convention  in  framing  Constitation,  relative 

to  trial  by,   8^2 

JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE. 

(See  Paulding,  William,  2.) 

IZARD,  RALPH. 
1.  Permission  to,  to  bring  with  him,  from  Great  Britain,  coach, 

furniture,  plate,  books,  and  other  effects,   167 

K. 

KEATER,  ABRAHAM. 
1.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  services  rendered 
as  a  detachment  of  Capt.  Salisbury's  company  of  iight- 
borse,  in  Ulster  county,     1053 
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KELLY,  WILLIAM,  (Captain  of  2d  battalion  of  royal 

American  regiment  ) 
1.  Discharged  on  parol  of;  parol  of,  and  cerLiiicate,   144 

KETCHAM,  JOSEPH,  .Tr. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  quarter-master  in  regiment  of  minute- 
men  in  Dutcliess  county   135 

KETCIIUM,  ALEXANDER. 
I.  Appointment  of,  as  second  lieutenant  in  Captain  John  Gren- 
nel's  company  in  Huntington,  in  place  of  Philip  Concklin, 
who  declines,   78 

KETELTAS,  REV.  ABRAHAM. 

(See  Queens  County,  35.) 
KEYSER,  JOHN,  Jk. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  second  lieutenant  in  Captain  Christopher 

P.  Yates'  company  of  Tryon  county  militia,  in  place  of 
Matthew  Warmwood,  declined,   103 

2.  Letter  from  Col.  Goose  Van  Schaick,  informing  of  death  of, 

and  recommending  appointment  of  Tobias  Van  Vechten, 

in  place  of,   200 

KIERS,  E.  W. 

1.  Accounts  of  audited,  &c   195 

KING'S  BRIDGE. 

1.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  respecting  fortifications 

at,   16 

2.  Committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report  thereon,   20 

3.  Report  of,.   27,  23,31 

4.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Delegates  in  Continental 

Congress,  relative  to  erections  of  fortihcalions  at,   31 

5.  Appropriation  for  defraying  e.xpenses  of  removal  of  cannon 

from  New- York  to,   145 

6.  Lieut.  Col.  Graham  ordered  to  detach  company  of  minute 

men  for  defence  of  cannon  at,   261 

7.  Letter  to  Col.  Joseph  Drake,  requesting  him  to  endeavour  to 

find  out  the  persons  concerned  in  spiking  up  the  cannon 
beyond.   266,  267 

8.  Answers  from  Col.  Drake,  and  the  sub-committee  of  West- 

chester county,  and  order  for  apprehension  of  Isaac  Purdy, 
Wm.  Armstrong,  Wm.  Sutton,  James  Lownsberrv  and 
Joshua  Gidney  '. .  270,271 

9.  Examination  and  discharge  of  Joseph  Purdy,  William  Sutton 

and  William  Armstrong,   270 

10.  Examination  and  order  for  imprisonment  of  Joshua  Gidney,  271, 

272 

11.  Order  tOjCol.  Drake  for  arrest  of  Josiah  Burrell,  Wm.  Hains, 

Jas.  Hains,  Jr.  Thomas  Hains,  Isaac  Gidney  and  Josepn 
Purdy,     273 

12.  Examination  of  Wm.  Lounsberry   272,  273 

13.  Order  for  apprehension  of  Isaac  Valentine   273 

14.  Letter  from  Jonathan  Blake,  requesting  reinforcement  at, . . .  274 

15.  Examination  of  Isaac  Valentine,  Isaac  Valentine,  Jr.  and 

Wm.  Dickin,   274 

16.  Agreement  with  Jacamiah  Alien,  for  cleaning  unspiking  and 

removing  the  cannon  at   275 

17.  Letter  from  Jonathan  Blake,  transmitting  Joseph  Purdy  to 

New-York  as  a  prisoner,   276 

18.  Examination  of  Joseph  Purdy,   276,  277 

19.  Order  for  imprisonment  of,   277 

20.  Letter  from  Jonathan  Blake,  accompanying,  transmitting  of 

Josiah  Burrell,  Thomas  Hains  and  Isaac  Gidney,  as  pri- 
soners, to  Committee  of  Safety,   279 

21.  Examiuation  of  said  prisoners;  anil  order  for  imprisonment,  2S0 
22-  Examination  and  re-commitment  of  William  Lownsberry, 

Isaac  Gidney  and  Cornelius  McCartney,  on  charge  of 
spiking  the  cannon  at   341,342 

23.  Direction  to  Jacamiah  Allen,  to  guard  cannon  at.  Sec   373 

24.  Proprietors  of  ccnnon  at,  authorized  to  dispose  of  the  same,  507 

25.  Resolutions  of  Convention,  authorizing  the  withdrawal  of  the 

troops  from  the  city  of  New-Vork  to  the  north  side  of,  at 

the  discretion  of  the  Comraander-iu-Chief   524 

26.  Resolutions  of  Convention,  directing  the  militia  of  Ulster, 

Orange  and  Westchester  counties,  to  repair  under  the 
command  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  Clinton,  to  the  fortifica- 
tions beyond,   563 

KINGS  COUNTY. 

1.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  first  Provincial 

Convention,  •   1|2,  3 

2.  Proceedings  of  meeting  of  cr*imittees  of  townships  of  Flat- 

bush,  Brookland,  Bushwick,  New-Utretcht  and  Gravesend, 

to  chose  such  deputies,   3 

3.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  first  Provincial 

Congress  7,  11 

4.  Appointment  of  member  of  Committee  of  Safely  for,   70 

5.  Ofliccrs  of  company  of  lighthorse  in  Kings  county,  on  Nas- 

sau island   152,  185 

6.  Letter  to  Dclcrales  from,  requesting  their  attendance,^   198 

7.  '  Letter  to  Delegates,  in  expectation  of  the  arrival  of  troops 

from  Philadelphia, to  he  quartered  on  Nassau  island......  307 

8.  Committee  of  Brooklyn  directed  to  provide  quarters  lor  said 

troops   ■.m,509 

9.  Appointment  of  committee  to  inquire  relative  to  proper  com- 

pensation to  inhabitants  of  Brooklyn  for  quartering  troops,  327 

10.  Renort  of,  and  order  thereon   332 

11.  Leiter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Committee  of,  relative  to 

288 
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KINGS  COUNTY— CoNTiNtJED. 
supply  of  wood  and  timber  for  the  erection  of  works  on 

Long  island,   340,  341 

Recommendation  and  appointment  of  field  and  staff  officers 

of  regiment  of  militia  in   351 

Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  third  Provincial 

Congress,   449 

List  of  tories  and  disallecled  persons  in,  and  resolutions  of 

Provincial  Congress  for  proceedings  against,   .176,  477 

General  committee  of,  recommended  to  cause  measures  for 
the  removal  of  the  boats  and  craft  on  the  river,  from  the 

control  of  disalfected  persons,   502 

One-half  the  militia  of,  ordered  to  Nassau  island,   it6 

Appointment  of  field  officers  of  the  militia  drafted  from   063 

Appointment  of  committee  to  inquire  into  the  autlieiUicity  of 
rumour  that  inhabitants  of,  bad  determined  not  to  oppose 
the  enemy;  and  empowering  such  committee  in  case  they 
find  the  rumour  true,  to  disarm  and  secure  the  disaUeclnl, 
remove  or  destroy  the  stock  ol  grain,  and  lay  the  whole 

country  waste,   5GT,  563 

Credentials  of  Deputy  from,  in  Convention,   ,=)72 

Nomination  of  olhcers  of  militia  of,   574 

Resolutions  of  Convention,  dcclarins  the  election  for  repre- 
sentatives of,  in  convention  void;  and  requiring  a  new 

eleciioQ  to  be  held,   5S2 

(See  Nassau  Island.) 
(See  Long  Island.) 
(See  Remsen,  Jei  omus.) 
(See  Smith,  Josiah.) 
Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety  relative  to  organization 

and  disposition  of  militia  of,   603 

Appointment  of  llepresenlalives  in  Assembly  for,.,   &1S 

KINGSTON.  (See  Ulster  County.) 
Report  of  committee  to  confer  with  committee  of,  relative  to 

accommodations  for  Convention  at,   794 

Adjournment  of  Convention  to,   SU2,  ^i.'3 

Resolutions  of  Council  of  Safety  for  the  relief  of  inhabitants 

of,  in  consequence  of  its  destruction  by  the  enemy,   Io70 

KIRKLAND,  REV.  SAMUEL. 

Letter  from,  to  Albany  committee  respecting  proceedings  of 
Col.  Guy  Johnson,  and  the  Oneida  Indians,   49 

Letter  from,  recommending  an  Indian  lor  assistance  ;  referred 
to  commissioners  of  hutian  allairs,   lyS 

Letter  from,  to  Gen.  Schuyler,  giving  inl'ormation  of  an  in- 
tended attack  on  the  garrison  at '1  iconderoga,   7y5 

(See  Oneida  Indians,  ii.) 
KITTLE  ANDRIES. 

Order  ol  Council  of  Safety  relative  to  portions  of  estate  of, 

seized  by  commissioners  of  sequestration  of  Albany,   1094 

KNAP,  SAMUEL, 

Order  for  trial  ol',  by  court  martial  as  a  deserter  from  Col. 
Halhcrne's  regiment,  and  for  relcrence  of  sentence,  if 
found  guilty,  to  Convention   790 

Proceedings  and  testimony  belore  court  marti.il :  sentence  of 
death,  and  letters  from  Brig.  Gen.  George  Clinton  an'l 
Jesse  Woodhull,  President  of  said  court  praying  for  par. 
don  to   S14,  '  Lti 

Order  for  pardon,   975 

li. 


LAKE  CHAMPLAIN. 

(?ee  Ticonderoga  and  Crown.Point.) 

Letter  from  Springlield  committee,  i\Iassacluisetts  Bay,  re- 
specting the  importance  of  retaining  comiuand  ol'  7i, 

Letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler,  requestm;:  Committee  of  fcafety 
to  send  on  a  fit  person  to  lake  command  ol  sloop  on,  

Appointment  of  Cnpt.  James  Smith  to  such  command,  

Letter  from  Benedict  Arnold  to  Gen.  Schuyler,  and  from 
Gen.  Schuyler,  transmittins  a  detniled  account  of  the  ac- 
tion on,  between  the  British  and  .-\merican  fleets,  and  the 
destruction  of  the  latter,   C'^O,  6S1, 

LAKE  GEORGE. 
Proceedings  respecting'  removal  of  .artillery  and  stores  from 
Ticonderoga  to  south  end  ol  ;  and  lor  furnishing  supplies 
of  provisions  to  garrison  at 

(See  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Point.) 
Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  directing  balteaux  to  be 

provided  on,   

LAMB,  JOHN. 
Letter  Irom,  to  Provincial  Congress,  read  and  order  thereup- 


77 


79 
^0 


6.S4 


27 


Letter  from,  to  Committee  of  Safety  requesting  permission 
to  enlist  a  company  of  artillery  to  be  commanded  by  him, 
and  specifying  uniform  of;  and  order  of  committee  there- 
for, ■■ 

Appointment  of  Isaiah  Wool  as  lieutenant  fireworker  in 
company  of,   

Directed  to  join  Gen.  Schuyler  at  Ticonderoga,  

Pay  of  com|)any  of,  

Ordered  to  form  part  of  Col  McDougall's  regiment,  

Resolution  recognizing  company  of  as  part  of  colonial  troops  ; 
pay  of;  rank  of  officers  ;  and  ordered  to  Ticonderoga,  126, 


81 

97 

114 
114 

128 
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LAMB,  JOHN— CoNTiNTOD. 
8  Refluisiti'""  on  Col.  McDousall,  in  favour  of  wife  of,  for  part 

for  services  in  Canada,   373 

LANCES. 

I  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety  for  procuring,  for  the  use 

of  the  militia,   607 

LAWRENCE,  ABRAHAM. 

I_  j^rest  and  order  for  examination  of,  

i  Reprimand  and  discharge  of,   • 

LAWRENCE,  ANDREW  TELLER. 
1.  Appointed  second  lieutenant  in  Captain  Lewis  Dubois'  com- 
pany of  troops  in  place  of  Cornelius  Adriance,  who  de- 
clines,  

LAWRENCE,  CAPT.  JOHN. 

I.  Warrant  to,  in  place  of  Morris  Hazard,  

a  Notes  of  examination  relative  to  movements  of  British 

troops,  

LAWRENCE,  JONATHAN. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  one  of  ihe  commissioners  to  superintend 
the  erection  of  forliticalions  at  the  Highlands,  in  place  of 

John  Hanson,   183 

LAWRENCE  MELANCTON. 

1,  Examination  of,  relative  to  expedition  to  Long  Island  and 

other  islands  in  Suffolk  county,  to  procure  cattle  and  sheep 
for  the  use  of  the  British  army;  and  relative  to  the  move- 
ments of  the  British  troops  generally,   119 

2,  Order  for  discharge  of,  on  certain  securities  and  engage- 

ments,   

(See  AUicock,  Joseph.) 

LEAD.  (See  Lead  Mines.) 

(See  New-York  City  and  County,  145.) 
(See  Tryon  County,  24.) 
LEAD  MINES. 

1.  John  Griffiths  authorized  to  examine  in  Goshen  or  elsewhere, 

2.  John  McDonald  directed  to  examine  at  Newoorouih,  on  land 

claimed  by  Thomas  Palmer  ;  and  letter  to  said  Falmer,.. . 

3.  Letter  from  Thomas  Palmer,  relating  to,   167 

^.  Appropriation  to  John  McDonald,  for  services  of,  in  examin- 
ing,  

5.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress  recommending  a  prose- 

cution of  the  discovery  of,  in  New-Canaan  ;  and  transmit- 
ting copy  of  rCjOOrt  of  Joseph  Hopkins  thereon  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  Connecticut,   318 

6.  Proceedings  of  Provincial  Conirress  thereon  :  employment  of 

John  McDonald,  as  a  minor  ;  contract  with,  and  requisi- 
tion on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,   322 

7.  Letter  to  committee  of  Kings  district,  Albany  county,  inform- 

ing of  the  said  appointment,    322 

8.  Report  of  John  McDonald  and  requisition  on  Treasurer  in 

favour  of,   52S 

9.  Directions  to  Mr.  McDonald  to  explore  mines  in  Orange  and 

Dutchess  counties,   3d8,  579,  .599 

lO.  Resolutions  of  Continental   Congress    recommending  the 

working  of,  in  the  several  Colonies,   482 

12.  Report  of  committee  relative  to,  in  Dutchess  county,   435 

13.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  Governor,  for  working 

of,   1111 

LEARY,  WILLIAM. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  town  major  on  recommendation  of  New- 

York  general  cominitlee,   209 

2.  Appointment  of,  as  major  of  third  regiment  of  militia,  vice 

John  Reade,  resigned,   472 

LEDIEU,  CAPT.  ABRAHAM. 
1.  Authorized  to  raise  a  company  of  volunteers  to  serve  in  Col. 

Thomas'  regiment  of  ^Vcstchester  county  militia,   564 

LEDYARD,  BENJAMIN'. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  captain  in  first  battalion,  in  place  of 

Samuel  Broome,  declined,  SO 

2.  Draft  on  Treasurer  for  payment  of,   18,1 

3.  Company  of,  ordered  to  repair  to  the  Highlands,  for  the  de- 

fence of  the  fortifications  at   ]94 

4.  Order  of  Provincial  Congress,  respecting  company  of,   217 

5.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  I'avour  of,  for  sundry  expenses 

incurred  by,  in  takinu  charge  of  prisoners,    263 

6.  Letter  from,  relative  to  ill  treatment  rereivcil  from  Col.  Hen- 

ry B.  Livingston,  and  requesting  to  be  tran'^rerred  lo  Col. 
Van  Cortlandl's  regiment ;  answer  of  Convention,   915 

LEDYARD,  ISAAC. 
1.  Appointment  of, as  surgeon's  mate,  to  first  regiment,   380 

LEE,  CHARLES. 

1.  Appointment  of,  by  Continental  Congress,  as  major-general,.  C3 

2.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  relative  lo  apprehended 

march  of  troops  of,  to  the  city  of  New-York,  and  on- 
rwer  259,  266 

3.  Directions  for  reception  of,  on  arrival  at  Ncw.York,   27IJ 

4.  Appointment  of  committee  of  Continental  Congress  to  in- 

quire into  expediency  of  expedition  to  New- York  27-i,  275 

R.  Letter  from  Gen.  Washington,  relative  to  expedition  of,   277 

6.  Report  of  committee  of  Continental  Congress,  and  proceed- 

ings of  Committee  of  Salcty  thereon,    277,  278 

7.  Order  for  admission  and  reception  of  troops  of,  under  direc- 

tion of  Committee  of  Safety  and  Provincial  Congress,   277 


LEE,  CHARLES-CoNTrNCED. 

8.  Note  from  committee  respecting  the  ciitnt  ot  tlieir  powers  in 

the  case,  &c  

9.  Letter  from  Col.  Walerbury,  respecting  accoiumo.i  j'tJOnV  "for 

troops  of,  in  the  city  of  i\ew-York,   278 

10.  Conference  with  committee  of  Continental  Congress  request- 

ed  by  Committee  of  Safety,   "  ..-tj 

11.  Result  of  such  conference,   7,-^ 

12.  Conference  with  Committee  of  Safety  and  Continiaial  (  on. 

gress,  relative  lo  the  erection  of  Ibrlifications  ou  Nasbau 
island,  and  near  Hellgate,   .^j  j 

13.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,   7,,..^ 

14.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety,  authorizing  the  callin?  in 

of  minute  men  from  the  Colony,  in  addition  to  the  tu  o 
Connecticut,  and  Lord  Stirling's,  regiments,  tur  the  de- 
fence of  the  city,  

15.  Provision  lor  auditing  accounts  of,  

16.  Letter  from,  lo  Provincial  Congress,  submilting  tlic  case  of 

Jean  BapUste  D'Gas.and  recommending  llie  esiabli shment 
of  a  company  of  artificers  ;  proceedings  of  Provincial  Con- 
gress tliLTcon,    2'JS 

17.  Letter  from,  respecting  a  report  of  a  licet  at  Sandy-Hook,  and 

proposing  the  despatch  oi'a  whale  boat  lo  reccnnoure,  .. .  Jut) 

18.  Report  of  committee,  respecting  appointment  of  commissary 

for  Continental  stores,  and  establishment  of  a  commissary 

of  artificers   sqo 

19.  Letter  from,  apprising  of  abuse  of  indulgence  shown  to  Gov. 

Tryon,  and  of  interdiction  of  all  communication  witii  his 
ship   304 

20.  Order  for  delivery  lo,  by  Theophilus  Hardenbrook,  of  beds, 

quoins,  and  other  implements  for  cannon,  in  his  custoJv,. .  3u9 

21.  Letter  from,  informing  of  the  seizure,  by  tlie  .V>ia  and  Phcc- 

nix,  of  provision  vessels  from  the  jerseys,  and  suL'sesting 
the  withholding  of  further  supplies;  answer  of  I'lovincial 
Congress,   3J2 

22.  Resolutions  of  Coniinenlal  Congress  for  supplying,  with  a 

quantity  of  suitable  cannon  and  other  necessaries,  for  the 
siege  or  assault  of  Quebec,    3is 

23.  Appointment  of  committee  to  forward,  and  requisition  on 

Treasurer  for  advance  lor,   ZIS 

24.  Letter  from,  requesting  an  advance  of  money  for  his  troops  ; 

and  requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,   .'j^ij 

25.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to,  respecting  demand  of 

commissary  of  Continental  troops  Ibr  certain  hospital  stores 

in  possession  of  Colonial  commissary   330 

26.  Appointment  of  committee  to  inquire  of,  the  reason  for  in- 

terdicting communication  between  Gov.  Tryon's  and  oth- 
er ships,  contrary  lo  resolutions  ot'  Provincial  Congress  ; 
and  the  occasion  of  the  firin?,  by  the  soldiery,  on  inhabi- 
bilants  coming  to  and  returning  from  New-i  ork:  report 
of  committee  333,  335 

27.  Letter  from,  informing  Provincial  Congress  of  t!;o  probable 

removal  of  the  British  troops  from  Boston  :  and  remon- 
strating against  the  liberation  of  enemies  to  l!ie  country, 

on  giving  bonds  for  their  cood  behaviour   336 

2S.  Report  of  committee,  and  procceilings  of  Provincial  Con- 
gress thereon,   336 

29.  Letter  to,  from  Provincial  Congress,  relative  to  arrest  and 

imprisonment  of  Saml.  Gale,  of  Cumberland  county,  and 

to  firing  upon  inhabitants  by  port  guards,   3A0 

30.  Letter  from,  relative  to  supplies  of  limber  for  completion  of 

works  on  Long  island    3 10 

31.  Answer  of,  10  committee  waiting  upon,  with  regulations  for 

supplying  ships  of  war,  and  Governor's  shi[),  with  provi- 
sions,  341 

32.  Letter  from,  on  the  same  subject,  and  also  relative  to  the  ar- 

rest of  Mr.  Gale,  and  Ihe  firing  of  sentries  on  the  boats ; 
-    and  apprising  Provincial  Congress  of  his  order  for  the  ar- 
rest of  all  the  professed  lories  on  Long  island   343 

33.  Letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler  to,  relative  to  condition  of  the 

troops  in  Canada,  iic  317,  348 

34.  Letter  from  delesalion  in  Continental  Congress  lo  Committee 

of  Safety,  respecting  the  imposition  of  test  oaths,  S..C.  by,.  379 

35.  Taken  prisoner,  and  brought  10  New- York   7S9 

Lr.E,  THOMA.S. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  2d  lieutenantin  Capt.  Jacobus  Rosekrans' 

company,     100 

2.  Appointment  of  as  1st  lieutenant,  on  declension  of  Samuel 

Van  Veghlen,   112 

LEGISLATURE.  (See  Senators;  Assembly.) 

1.  Proceedings  of  Convention  in  framing  a  Constitution,  respect- 

ing powers,  (kc.  of,   870,  871,  nS4 

2.  Letter  from  Gov.  Clinton  to  Council  of  Safety,  respecting 

the  prorogation  of,  and  answer  of  Council   1027 

3.  Proclamation  of  Governor  proroguing,   1027,  102S 

4.  Circular  to  members  of,  informing  of  the  proclamation  ot  the 

Governor,  convening,  -  • 

LENT,  ABRAH.VM. 
I.  Resignation  of  commr.sioh  of  as  colonel  of  militia  regiment 

in  Orangclown,  and  letter  of  John  Haring  accompanymg,  394 
LENT,  CAPT.  PETER. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  muster-master,  of  Capt.  Robert  Johnson's 

company,   ^° 

LEONARD,  GEORGE. 
1.  Letter  Irom,  offering  the  use  of  the  Orange  furnace  to  the 
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LEONARD,  GEORGE— Continued. 
Convention,  during  the  residue  of  the  lease  of  Samuel  Pa- 


trick, deceased,   796 

LEFOY,  THOMAS. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  1st  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Ambrose  Horton's 

company,   389 

LESTER,  MORDECAI. 

1.  Order  for  apprehension  and  committal  of,  on  charge  of  enlist- 

ing men  and  purchasing  supplies  for  the  enemy,   138 

2.  Application  of,  for  a  Iiearing  respecting  certain  charges 

against;  granted,  with  safe  conduct,   1S3 

3.  Examination  and  discharge  of,  with  reprimand,   185 

LEWIS,  FRANCIS.  (See  Continental  Congress.) 

1,  Charge  of, against  John  Thiirmau  and  Aormand  Tolmie,  for 

defamation  of;  order  of  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  said  Thurman  and  Tolmie;  examination  re- 
lating to  said  charge,   428 

2.  Vote  of  thanks  to,  for  his  long  and  faithful  services  as  a  Dele- 

gate in  Continental  Congress,   931 

LEWIS,  MORGAN. 
1.  Letter  from  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress,  recommend- 
ing appointment  of,  as  brigade-major,   90 

LIBERTY,  SLOOP.  (See  Ships  and  Vessels,  4.) 
LIEUTENANT-COLONELS. 


1.  AppointJient  of  for  several  regiments,. . .  62,  98,  135,  528,  534,  568 

(See  Warner,  Seth,  3.) 

2.  Ketvirn  of  field  officers  of  the  militia  of  Tryon  county,   139 

LIEUTENANTS. 

(See  Lawrence,  Andrew  Teller.) 
(See  Meyer,  John.) 
(See  Smith,  Edmund,  Jr.) 
(See  Tillotson,  Daniel.) 

(See  Allen,  Henry.) 
(See  Mitchell,  Thomas.) 
(See  Bleecker,  Leonard.) 
(See  Swartwout,  Cornelius.) 
(See  Reid,  John,  Jr.) 
(See  Taylor,  Andrew.) 
(See  Miller,  Elijah.) 
(See  Dubois,  Cornelius  I.) 

(See  Peltou,  Daniel.) 
(See  Smedes,  Abraham.) 
(See  Thompson,  Thomas.) 
(See  Weed,  Reuben.) 
(See  Thorne,  Samuel.) 
(See  Field,  Joseph.) 
(See  Ten  Broeck,  Samuel  I.) 
(See  Bower,  Jacob.) 
(See  Lockwood,  Joseph.) 
(See  Pell,  Saml.  Tredwell.) 
(See  Bellows,  Jonas.) 
(See  Smith,  Samuel.) 
(See  Ketchum,  Alexander.) 
(See  McCune,  William.) 
(See  Jackson,  Geo.  Hamilton.) 
(See  Palmer,  David.) 
(See  Dubois,  David.) 
(See  Grigg,  James.) 
(See  De  Witt,  Thomas.) 
(See  Pawling,  Albert ) 
(See  Jansen,  Cornelius  T.) 

(See  Roggin,  Petrus.)  ;  ■  . 

(See  Van  Wort,  Isaac.) 
(See  Van  Veghten,  Samuel.) 
(See  Lee,  Thomas.) 
(See  Fink,  Andrew,  Jr.) 
(See  Keyser,  John  Jr.) 
(See  Bevier,  Philip  Dubois.) 
(Martin,  William  ) 
(See  Alger,  William  B.) 
(See  Tryon  County,  12.) 
(See  Crane,  William.) 
(See  Sickler,  John,  Jr.)  "  ' 

LIGHTFOOT,  RICHARD. 
1.  Petition  of,  for  aid  in  the  establishment  of  a  pin  manufac- 


tory,   178 

LIGHTHORSE. 

1.  Officers  of  company  of,  in  Kings  county,  on  Nassau  island,  152,  1S5 

2.  Receipt  of  Isaac  Sebrina,  an  oliicer  in,'   220 

3.  Officers  of  company  of.  in  Cornwall  precinct,  Orange  county,  472 

4.  Report  of  committee  on  the  application  of  I^ieuts.  William 

Boerum  and  Daniel  Rapalje,  olficcrs  of  troop  of,  and  reso- 
lutions of  Convention  thereon,   661 

5.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  for  advance  to  i-^benezer  Woodhull, 

for  pay  and  subsistence  of  Orange  county  troop  of,  called 
into  service  by  Grig.  Gen.  George  Clinion,   670 

6.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  for  advance  to  Lieut.  Boerum,  for 

pay  and  subsistence  of  Capt.  Adolph  Waldron's  company 

of,    762 

7.  Detachment  of,  ordered  by  Gov.  Clinton,  for  the  more  speedy 

conveyance  of  public  despatches   1029 

LIGHT  HOUSE.  (See  Sandy-Hook.) 
. .    LINCOLN,  GEN.  BENJAMIN-  CSee  Vermont,  6.) 


LINEN  MANUFACTORY.  (See  Hunter,  John.) 
1.  Exemption  of  Richard  Cantillon  and  John  Parkinson,  and 

their  workmen  in,  for  drafts  for  militia  service,   548 

LIVINGSTON,  ABRAHAM. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  temporary  commissary  for  troops  arriving 

in  the  city  of  New- York,   303 

2.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,   :!|5 

3.  Acceptance  of  proposals  of,  for  victualling  Colonial  troops,. .  360 

4.  Letter  from,  informing  of  deputation  from  Walter  Livinuston, 

to  furnish  provisions,  &c.  to  Continental  troops    360 

5.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  lor  advance  to,  on  giv- 

ing security  for  the  performance  of  contract  respecting  "the 
victualling  the  troops,   2t'i2 

6.  Appointment  of  committee  to  contract  with,   365 

7   Contract  with,  and  resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress  re- 
specting,   3(J7 

8.  Instructions  to  committees  of  Westchester  and  Dutchess  to 

permit  exportation  of  provisions  to  .\ew-York,  by,   376 

9.  Permission  to,  as  agent  fur  Philip  Livingston,  to  e.\port  pro- 

visions and  produce  for  the  service  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies,   3S0 

10.  Bond  of,  filed,  and  requisitions  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  388,  405 

11.  Permission  to  drovers  employed  by,  to  purchase  cattle,  &c. 

for  supply  of  the  army,   390 

12.  Letter  from,  requesting  a  settlement  of  his  contract,  and  offer- 

ing to  relinquish  said  contract,   436 

13.  Letter  from,  relative  to  the  forwarding  of  clothing  to  the  ar- 

myi   761 

LIVINGSTON,  HENRY  B. 

1.  Acceptance  of  commission  of  captain  by,   75 

2.  Letter  from,  informing  that  his  company  is  read)',  ic.  and  an- 

swer to,   106 

3.  Letter  from,  informing  of  dissatisfaction  of  soldiers  of,  in  con- 

sequence of  the  non-allowance  of  under  clothes,   107 

4  Muster  roll  of,  returned  and  filed,   ij2 

5.  Letter  from  Commitlee  of  Safety  to,  requesting  the  transmis- 

sion of  an  account  of  the  I'amilies,  stock  and  efl'ects  remov- 
ed by,  from  Long  island,   733 

6.  Letter  from  CommiUee  of  Safety  to,  requesting  him  to  repair, 

with  the  troops  under  his  command,  to  this  State,  in  order 
to  oppose  the  ravages  of  the  enemy  in  the  county  of  West- 
chester,   7,^0 

7.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  recruiting  his  regi- 

ment,  770,  771 

LIVINGSTON,  HENRY,  Jr. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  major  of  third  regiment,   q,s 


2.  Letter  from,  respecting  certain  supplies  for  regiment,  and  re- 

questing the  appointment  of  Dr.  Samuel  Cook  as  surgeon,  120 

121 

3.  Letter  from,  announcing  the  arrival  of  Col.  Clinton  at  Alba- 

ny, with  troops,  requesting  supplies  of  milit.iry  stores  and 


informing  of  the  discontent  of  the  men  for  want  of  pay,  .  130 
LIVINGSTON,  JAMES. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  colonel  of  Canadian  battalion,   265 

LIVINGSTON,  JOHN  R. 

1.  Letter  from,  to  Provincial  Congress  informing  of  the  erection 

of  powder  mill,   2S7 

2.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to,  requesting  information  os 

to  the  quantity  of  gunpowder  on  hand  ;  stock  of  materials 

for,  and  quantity  capable  of  being  manulaclared,   337 

3.  Directed  to  erect  powder  null  in  Dutchess  county,   349 

4-  Bond  of,  and  securities  lor  the  erection  of  such  mill,  and  re- 
quisition on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,   35S,  359 

5.  Committee  of  Dutchess  county,  directed  to  station  a  guard  at 

powder  mill  of,    .531 

6.  Certificate  from  Robert  Morris,  chairman  of  secret  commit- 

tee at  Phil.adelphia,  of  the  delivery  by,  of  a  quantity  of 
powder  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,   797 

7.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  bounty  on  the 

manufacture  of,   793 

8.  Account  of,  for  bounty  on  powder  delivered  to  John  Harpi;r, 

by  order  of  Convention  for  the  use  of  the  Oneoghquagha 
Indians  . .  102s 

9.  Letter  from,  1  '  Robert  R.  Livingston,  respecting  the  refusal 

of  the  militia  of  the  manor  of  Livingston  to  march  to 

Stillwater,    1039 

LIVINGSTON,  PETER  R. 

1.  Letter  from,  relative  to  the  refractory  militia  in  the  manor  of 

Livingston,   768 

2.  Order  for  commissions  to  sundry  officers  in  regiment  of  mili- 

tia of,    772 

(See  Salt,  15.) 
LIVINGSTON,  PETER  VAN  BRUGH. 

1,  Chosen  President  of  first  Provincial  Congress,   7 

2,  Appointed  Treasurer  for  Colony,   69 

3.  Directed  to  pay  to  Col.  McDougall  certain  sums  received 

from  general  committee  of  New-York,   79 

4,  One  hundred  and  seventy-live  thousand  dollars  of  Continen- 

tal money  ordered  to  he  delivered  to,   H6 

5.  Directed  to  accept  and  pay  draft  for  £1000  of  Albany  com- 

mittee,   1 16 

6.  Directed  to  pay  Joseph  Hallett  £8000  on  account,  for  dis- 

charging the  debts  contracted  in  the  purchase  of  Hour  for 


use  of  the  army  at  Cambridge,   116,  122  - 
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LIVINGSTON,  PETER  VAN  BRUGH— Continued. 

To  pay  Petci  T.  Curtenius  £20,000  for  discharging  debts 
cooiracttd  for  provisions,  military  stores,  kc   US 

To  pay  Capt.  Robert  Johnson  one  hundred  pounds  for  use 
of  his  company  

To  pay  Col.  James  Hohnes  ±'tiO().   12S 

To  pay  XIOO  to  commissioners  for  erecting  fortilicatioas  at 
the  Highlands,     128 

To  pay  Peter  T.  Curtenius  £5000  to  be  applied  to  discharge 
of  debts  contracted  for  provisions,  military  stores  and 
other  necessaries,   130 

To  make  advances  to  Major  Barnabas  Tuthill,  and  Adjutant 
Job  Mullbrd,  of  the  fourth  regiment,  to  eiialjle  them  to 
join  the  army,  at  Ticonderoga  under  Gen.  Schuyler   130 

To  pay  certain  moneys  to  Col.  JMcDoug.iU  for  use  of  his  re- 
giment,  132, 134 

To  pay  Lieut.  William  Crane  of  Capt.  Palmer's  company, 
certain  monies  for  payment  of  billeting  money  and 
troops,  -   142 

To  pay  Abraham  P.  Lolt,  certain  sums  towards  defraying 
expenses  of  removal  of  cannon  from  Xew-Yoik  to  King's 
Bridge,   145 

To  pay  appropriation  for  the  employment  and  despatch  of 
a  vessel  lor  the  purchase  of  gunpov.der  and  arras,.. .  145,  14S 

To  pay  Henry  Roome  for  pork  forwarded  to  Ticonderoga,.  146 

To  pay  sub-committee  of  New- York,  certain  sums  borrowed 
by  them  for  public  use    14S,  147 

To  pay  Robert  Ray,  for  expenses  in  carting  guns  to  King's 

Bridge   147 

To  pay  Thomas  Petit,  doorkeeper  of  Provincial  Congress 
£20,   152 

To  advance  money  to  Capt.  John  Hulburt  and  Daniel  Griffin 
on  their  way  to  Ticonderoga   155,  156 

To  pay  £20  to  George  Nicholson,    ifiO 

To  advance  money  to  Andrew  Moodie,  adjutant  of  third  re- 
giment,  160 

To  advance  money  to  Bernard  Romans  for  services  of,  as  en- 
gineer in  the  erection  of  the  forlirications  at  the  High- 
lands  Ibl,  210 

To  advance  money  to  Col.  McDousall  for  use  of  troops,. . .  161 

To  advance  money  to  John  McDonald  for  services  of,  in  ex- 
amining lead  mines  in  Ulster  county   J67 

To  advance  money  to  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  commissary  on 
account,   167 

To  advance  money  to  Capt.  John  Greimel,  of  Col.  Clinton's 
regiment,   174 

To  advance  money  to  commissioners  l"or  erection  of  fortili. 

cations  at  the  Highlands   174 

To  advance  money  to  James  Ryers,  for  casting  iicldpieces,  175 

To  advance  money  for  erection  of  barracks  at  Albany,  ....  176 

To  advance  money  for  purchase  of  pilot  boat  Bishop  of 
Landaff,   179 

To  advance  money  for  payment  of  workmen  at  the  I'ortifi- 
cations  at  the  Highlands,   1S2 

To  pay  David  Clarksnn  £200  to  enable  him  to  discharse  his 
note  to  Abraham  Lott,  Treasurer,  for  money  borrowed 
for  public  service,     1S7 

To  pay  Henry  GIrn  £700,  for  like  purposes,   188 

To  pay  Christopher  Tappen  £42*,  for  like  purposes   188 

To  pay  Col.  .McDougall  £600,  for  payment  of  Captain  LeJ- 
yard's  company,  and  the  wives  and  attorneys  of  the  men 
of  his  rejimnnt   ]83 

To  pay  John  Berrir  n,  commissary  for  the  erection  of  forti- 
fications at  the  Highlands,  &c.  £1200,   1S8 

To  pay  Francis  James  lor  the  pilot  boat  Hamden,  and  ser- 
vices of  crew   195 

Appointment  of  committees  to  liquidate  accounts  of....  206,  316 
Authorized  to  pay  accounts  audited  and  certified  by  com- 
mittee,  20C 

Re-appointed  Treasurer,   206 

To  pay  certain  sums  to  John  Berrien,  commissarv,  and  one 
of  the  commissioners  for  erection  of  fortifications  at  the 
Highlands   .  207,  208 

Report  of  committee  for  examination  of  accountsof,.. .  208,210 

Bonds  to  be  civen  by,  and  salary  of,   212 

To  pay  compensation  of  Delegates  in  Continental  Con- 
gress  220 

To  advance  £350  to  Cornelius  Atherton,  on  a  contract  with, 
for  makin?  muskets  and  bayonets   222 

To  advance  £5000  for  loading  vessels  serit  to  Europe  for  pur- 
chase of  provisions  and  military  stores,    226 

To  advance  £500  to  chairman  of  New-Yorlc  committee   227 

To  advance  to  Bernard  Romans,  ensineer,  at  the  Highlands,  161, 

210,  236 

Appointment  by,  of  Gerard  Bancker,  as  deputy  treasurer,..  246 

To  advance  60riO/.  to  commissary,   263 

To  advance  500/.  to  Col.  McDougall  for  subsistence  of  his 

regiment   253 

To  advance  to  account  of  Nicholas  Low,  for  purchase  of 

powder,   254 

To  advance  100/.  to  James  Holt   258 

To  advance  325/.  for  purchase  of  sloop  Sally,   260 

To  advance  to  Commodore  James  Smith,  on  Continental  ac- 

count,  for  services  on  Lake  Champlain   261 

To  advance  to  commissioners  for  erection  of  fortifications  at 

Uie  Highlands  for  expenditures  thereon   262 
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FACt. 

LIVINGSTON,  PETER  VAN  BRUGH-Continued. 
Directed  to  receive  certain  moneys  sent  t'rnm  Continental 

Congress  for  the  raising  of  troops  desiincd  i,,r  (  ,n  i.!j  "75 
To  pay  John  Vanderbilt  1800/.  for  advances  ui  !,,:!, lii-- of 

vessels  to  obtain  articles  necessary  lor  the  Culnri  v 
To  advance  600/.  to  Comfort  Sands,  on  account  oi  c^'-',"  i 

to  the  West  Indies,  for  arms  and  ammunition,...'.  '^79 
To  advance  iOO/.  to  Jacamiah  Allen,  fur  muskets, .'  "-J-.j 
To  advance  50/.  to  John  Kusler  for  purchase  of  tow  cli'ih  ' 
To  advance  1,000/.  to  Maj.  Gen.  Lee,  on  account  of  to!,ti. 

nental  Congress  

To  advance  35/.  to  Jacob  Proby,  for  iransportins  svii;ilry 

ordnance  stores  from  Turtle  Bay  to  New-London   -, ..) 

To  advance  100/.  to  Col.  Drake,  lor  pay  of  his  regiment  nf 

minute  men,  

To  advance  2,000/.  on  account  to  Abraham  LivingstoJl,  com- 
missary for  sundry  Continental  troops  in  the  city  of  ^■ew- 

Vork  

To  advance  600/.  for  transportation  of  cannon  for  siege  of 

Quebec,  '   31.1 

To  advance  370/.  to  Ezra  L'hommedieu  for  public  uses, ....  3 j j 
To  advance  400/.  to  Col.  Jacobus  Swartwout  for  use  ol  liis 

regiment,   323 

To  advance  2,500/.  to  Gen.  Lee,  for  subsistence  of  troops.. .  32?i 
To  advance  300/.  for  pay  of  Coi.  Samuel  Drake's  regiment 

of  minute  men,   323 

To  advance  500/.  to  Col.  Abm.  Lolt,  for  purchase  of  bread.  323 
To  advance  35/.  to  Geo.  Cook,  for  pouches  and  bayonet 

belts,  529 

To  advance  50/.  on  order  of  Jonathan  Lawrence  for  p,iy  as 
one  of  the  commissioners  for  the  erection  of  fortifications 

at  the  Highlands,   333 

To  advance  50/.  to  Capt.  James  Smith,  for  wages  of  seamen, 

mariners,  and  marines  belonging  to  sloop  Schuyler,   333 

To  advance  300/.  to  Col.  Humphreys  for  the  pay  of  Ils  re- 
giment of  minute  men  in  Continental  service,   333 

Order  for  payment  to,  of  $47,000  obtained  from  Coiitincnlal 

Congress,   335 

To  pay  500/.  to  commissioners  for  the  erection  of  fortiiica- 

tiuns  at  the  Highlands   335 

To  pay  40/.  lor  transportation  of  powder  to  Cambridee   335 

To  pay  167/.  to  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  to  complete  the  lading 

of  the  ships  Rosemond,  on  Provincial  account,   343 

To  pay  41/.  for  advances  of  pay  to  w  ives  of  sundry  soUiier-; 

in  the  Continental  service  in  Canada,   351 

To  pay  1,330/.  to  John  ]{amsey,for  employment  of  indnsiri- 

ous  poor  in  the  city  of  New-York   318 

To  pay  111/,  to  Col.  McDougall  for  advances  for  public  ser- 
vice  355 

To  pay  1,000/.  to  John  R.  Livingston,  on  contract  for  tlie 

erection  of  powder  mill   359 

To  pay  60/.  to  Captain  Daniel  Denton,  for  wa^cs  due  his 

men,   3C0 

To  pay  460/.  10  Sutfolk  county  committee   363 

To  pay  50/.  to  Capt.  Jonathan  Morton,  for  paynif-iit  of  com- 
pany ot',   36.5 

To  pay  500/.  to  Col.  McDouiall,  for  pay  of  his  regiment,. .  369 
To  pay  300/.  10  Capt.  Wm.  iMercier,  for  payment  ol  accounts 

for  making  gun  carriaires,   372 

To  pay  430/.  for  payment  to  Capt.  Anthony  Kutseis,  for 

armed  vessel  for  defence  of  trade  of  the  Colonies   372 

To  pay  100/.  to  Moses  Ogden,  on  contract  for  manufacture 

of  L'rape  shot,   377 

To  pay  150/.  ailvance  to  Capt  Amos  Hutchins,  for  payment 

of  company  of,   37? 

To  pay  40/.  for  payment  of  wagoners  for  transporting  pow- 
der to  Cambridge   379 

To  pay  500/.  to  ("apt.  Wm.  Merrier, for  fittini  out  vessel  for 

protection  of  trade,  kc   S.'^O 

TopaySlSto  John  McDonald,  for  services  in  exiiloring  a 

lead  mine  at  New-Canaan   S^-'l 

To  pay  S300  to  Krlir.  Gen,  Wm.  Thompson,   386 

To  pay  5,000/.  to  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  tor  commissary  pur- 
poses,  388,  405 

To  p  .y  5,000/.  to  Abraham  Livingston,  on  account  of  con- 
tract? for  victualling  the  troops,  3''8,  405 

To  pay  500/.  to  John  Berrien,  one  of  the  commissioners  lor 

the  erection  of  fortifications  at  the  Highlands,   3B0 

To  pay  300/.  to  Capt.  Andrew  Billings,  for  payment  of  his 

men,   392 

To  pay  1,000/.  to  Col.  McDousall,  for  payment  of  his  regi- 
ment,   393 

To  pay  J2025  to  Brig.  Gen.  William  fleath,  for  Continental  _^ 

purposes,  ' 

Authorized  to  advance  money,  from  time  to  time,  to  auditors 

or  committee  of  pay  table   •'-'^ 

To  advance  Thomas  Randall  900/.  for  purchase  of  armed 

schooner,  

To  advance  money  to  Capt.  William  Mercier.  for  pnimcnt 

of  expenses  in  fitting  out  armed  sloop  Mont?omer!''   4('8 

To  advance  money  to  Cnrnfort  Sands,  for  indcninav  tor  loss 

of  sloops  Polly  and  .'^ally,  captured  by  the  enemy,   -iua 

To  advance  money  to  Tliaddeus  Noble,  on  contract  lor  mak- 
ing muskets,  ^'^ 

To  advance  money  to  commissioners  for  the  erection  of  for- 
tifications  at  the  Highlands,  
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109.  To  advance  money  to  Heary  VVisner,  Jr.  for  erection  ol' pow- 

der mills,   43S 

110.  To  advance  money  to  Anthony  Gritliths,  for  disbursements 

as  commissary  for  the  purchase  of  military  stores,   440 

111.  To  advance  money  to  Robert  BcnsonanJ  John  iMcKesson,  for 

services  and  disbursements  as  secretaries  to  Provincial 
Congress,   441 

112.  To  advance  money  to  Col.  JNlalcolm,  for  pajTuent  of  batta- 

lion of  minute  men  commanded  by,  in  the  citv  of  New- 
York,  '.   441 

113.  To  advance  money  to  Lindley  and  Robert  Murray  for  the 

erection  of  salt  works,   45(i 

113,  To  advance  money  for  the  purchase  of  saltpetre,   4TU 

114'  To  advance  money  lor  provision  for  the  poor  in  the  city  of 

New-York,  and  Queens  county,   489 

115.  To  advance  money  for  purchase  of  gunpowder  from  Nicho- 

las Low,   302 

116.  To  advance  money  to  Capt.  Ebenezer  Hyatt,  for  payment  of 

his  company,   5U2 

117.  To  advance  money  to  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  commissary, 

&c   oUU,  ol(j 

118.  To  advance  money  to  committee  of  secrecy,  for  the  public 

service   oiS 

119.  To  advance  money  to  John  Carpenter,  for  erection  ol'  pow- 

der mill,   531 

120.  To  advance  money  for  payment  of  bounties  to  corps  of  ran- 

gers,   540 

121.  To  advance  money  to  Col.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  and  Capt. 

Zephaniah  Piatt,  for  subsistence  of  the  troops  at  Peeks- 
kUl,   541 

122.  To  advance  money  to  Rev.  Mr.  Lewis,  chaplain  to  Conven- 

tion,   551 

123.  To  advance  loan  to  Queens  county  committee,   545 

124.  To  advance  money  to  Captain  Henry  Benson,  lor  fitting 

out  armed  vessels  for  tlie  defence  of  the  Hudson  river, . .  5T(j 

125.  To  advance  money  to  Colonel  Van  Cortlandt  and  Mr.  Piatt, 

for  the  support  of  the  militia  on  Hudson  s  river   576 

126.  To  advance  money  for  the  removal  of  women  and  children 

fromthecity  of  New-York,   578,  5?9 

127.  Directed  to  keep  account  of  expenditures  in  appreheiidins, 

securing  and  subsisting  disatlected  persons,  and  fiuclUns 
insurrections,   590 

128.  Requisition  on  in  favour  of  Theodorus  Barton,  commissary  of 

the  militia  employed  for  the  defence  of  Westchesler  coun- 
ty, on  the  Sound,   598 

129.  Requisition  on,  in  favour  of  Zephaniah  Piatt,  commissary 

for  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton,  599 

130.  Requisition  on,  in  favour  of  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton,  tor  payment 

of  troops,   602 

131.  Requisition  on,  in  favour  of  Col.  Jeromus  Remsen,   Ij04 

132.  Requisition  on,  for  the  supply  of  articles  for  the  defence  of 

the  fortifications  at  the  Hirjhiaiids   G14 

133.  Requisition  on,  for  supply  of  clotliing  lor  the  troops,  (»7,  OSl 

134.  Requisition  on,  for  the  repair  of  post  roads  between  the 

Highlands  and  King's  Bridge,   (i(5i 

135.  Requisition  on,  for  the  repayment  of  amount  advanced  by 

Major  Henry  Schenck,  lor  the  support  ot  the  troops  em- 
ployed to  guard  the  shore  at  Haverstraw,  in  Orange 
county,   67G 

136.  Requisition  on,  for  carrying;  into  e.xecution  resolutions  of 

Convention  for  encouragement  of  the  manulacture  of 
flax   G79 

137.  Requisition  on,  for  providing  for  the  safely  of  the  public  re- 

cords  6S1 

138.  Requisition  on,  for  the  pnrchase  of  sallpetre,   t>S3 

139.  Requisition  on,  for  payment  to  Henry  Wisner,  Jr.  for  boun- 

ty on  gunpowder  manufactured  by  him,   083 

140.  Requisition  on,  for  payment  lo  Capt.  Jacob  RuUen  De 

■Witt,  for  payment,  subsistence  and  bounty  to  company  of 
rangers  GS5,  7jn,  776 

141.  Requisition  on,  for  payment  to  committees  of  Tryon,  Alba- 

ny and  Charlotte  counties,  for  pay,  bounty  and  subsistence 
of  corps  of  rangers  in,  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers, G'^G,  6S7,  003 

142.  Requisition  on,  for  payment  to  Capt.  Samuel  Tudor,  for  loan 

for  payment  of  raits  of  timber  for  building  Continental 
frigates  at  Poughkecpsic   i)87 

143.  Requisition  on,  for  payment  to  Henry  Wisner,  Jr.  premium 

for  erection  of  powder  mills   6S7 

144.  Requisition  on,  for  payment  to  committee  lor  detcclin?  con- 

spiracies, &c   0S7,  707 

145.  Requisition  on,  for  payment  to  commissioners  lor  the  erec- 

tion of  fortifications  at  the  Hiililands   088 

146.  Requisition  on,  for  payment  to  secret  committee  for  obstruct- 

ing the  navigation  of  Hudson  s  river   G'*S 

147.  Requisition  on,  for  payment  lo  Major  Henry  Schenck,  agent 

for  commissary-ceneral  of  the  Continental  army,  lor  ex- 
penses of  procuring  ami  sending  Hour   (i92 

148.  Requisition  on,  for  payment  to  commitlee  for  carrying  into 

execution  resolutions  of  Conarcss  relative  to  raising  ol 
troops  and  appointing  ollicers  in  the  Continental  service..  692 

149.  Requisition  on,  for  payment  to  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  commis- 

sary, &c.  for  the  purchase  of  clolhini;  for  the  troops,   b'Ji 

150.  Requisition  on,  for  payment  to  Capts.  Melancton  Smilh  and 

Wm.  Clark,  for  payment  of  bounty  and  subsistence  of 

corps  of  rangers,  

289 


PAGE 

LIVINGSTON,  PETER  VAN  BRUGH— Continued. 

151.  Requisition  on,  for  payment  to  Henry  Wisner,  Ks(i.  for  re- 

pair of  roads  in  Orange  county,  and  for  making  spears,  Goij 

097 

152.  Requisition  on,  for  payment  to  Capt.  Elias  Hashrouck  for 

liay,  billeting  and  subsistence  of  company  of,   0"i>  >;oi 

153.  Requisition  on,  for  payment  to  Capt.  Patrick  IJennis  fur  pny- 

iiicnt  of  the  purchase  of  vessels  for  Ihe  obslruclion  of  the 
navigation  oflhe  East  river,   705 

154.  Re(iuisition  on,  for  payment  to  Peter  T.  Curtenius  for  ba- 

lance due  on  setllcment  of  accounts  of,   705 

155.  Rcquisilion  on,  for  payment  to  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  for  ad- 

vance  70(3 

150   Account  current  of,   7(j<| 

157.  Directed  to  advance  lo  the  respective  colonels  of  the  lour 
Continenlal  battalions,  3,1)00/.  for  the  payment  of  boun- 
ties  713 

15.S.  Directed  to  advance  lo  Gen.  Scott,  lor  gratuity  to  non-com- 
missioned ollicers  and  privates  of  brigade  of,    '20 

159.  Directed  to  advance  to  Col.  Isaac  Nicoll,  for  bounty  of  regi- 
ment of,  ~ .  703 

100.  Directed  to  advance  to  secret  committee,  for  defraying  expen- 
ses of  said  commitlee,   7^4 

161.  Directed  to  advance  for  payment  and  subsistence  of  Major 

Alexander  Webster  and  Capt.  Isaac  Belknap's  companies 

of  rangers,  in  Charlotte  and  lUstor  counties,   7:^,-^ 

162.  Directed  to  adv.ince  for  payment  of  portions  of  company  of 

Captain  William  Ludlum,  in  Coi.  Josiah  Smilh's  mci- 
ment,  .  7.2>; 

103.  Directed  to  advance  for  removing  poor  inhabitants  from  the 

city  of  New-York,   70^ 

104.  Directed  to  advance  for  purchase  for  clothing  for  troops.. .  .  730 

105.  For  transportation  of  goods  and  arms  lor  Ihe  use  of  trooos. 

'^'^  •  '. .'  833 

ICfi.  For  goods  purchased  by  Henry  liuackenboss,  for  the  Stale.  735 
107.  For  payment  and  subsistence  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Scribnei  s 

company,   7.;,)  775 

168.  For  enlistment  money  of  Captain  George  While's  company,  744 

169.  For  pay  and  subsistence  of  Captain  Micah  Tow  nsend  s  com- 

pany.  744 

170.  To  Capt.  John  Houston,  lor  bounty  money,   745 

171.  To  Brig.  Gen,  Geo.  Clinton,  to  dclray  e.xpenses  ol',  in  llie 

public  service,    ...  74(3 

172.  To  Stephen  Ward,  Esq.  for  the  purchase  of  hides  for  the  use 

of  the  Slate,   749 

173.  To  Colonel  Lewis  Duboys,  for  recruiting  service  of  his  re- 

giment,   755 

17.1,  To  Thomas  Pcltit,  for  services  as  doorkeeper,    737 

175,  To  Uriah  Mitchell  and  Sampson  Dyckman,  for  services  ;i« 

expresses,  7,-j7  75^ 

170.  To  commissioners  for  compelling  the  disaffected  portion  of 

Col,  Graliani's  regiment  ol  inililia,  in  Dutchess  countv,  to 

march  according  to  the  ortlcrs  of  Convention   753 

177.  To  Capt.  Samuel  Dellivan,  for  pay,  bounty  and  subsistence 

of  corps  of  rangers  in  the  manor  of  Corllamil,   759 

178.  To  Capt  Ale.xnnder  Baldwin,  for  pay,  bounty  and  subsis- 

tence of  company  of  rangers,   7j;i,  S26 

179.  To  corps  of  r.Tn'.-ers  in  Charlotte  county,  75;i  7fio 

1^0.  To  Capt.  Aduljih  Waldron's  company  of  lighthorse,   761 

181-  To  Capt.  Sujdam's  company  of  horse  in  Kings  county,  on 

Nassau  island,   7(55 

182.  To  Capt.  John  A.  Bradt,  for  pay  and  subsistence  of  compa- 
ny of  rangers  in  Albany  county,   760.  '<7'J 

1S3.  To  Capt  William  Bcdknv,  for  the  obstruction  oflhe  navi^a- 

lion  of  Hudson's  river,   7hG  903 

184'  To  Capt.  Ebenezer  Woodhull,  for  pay  and  subsislcnre  for 

Iroop  of  hor^e  in  Orange  county,  7t;~;  ^^,5 

1S3.  To  Caiilain  .^jlvcslcr  Salisbury,  for  pay  and  subsistence  lor 

troop  of  hoi>o   7£S 

180.  To  Henry  B.  Livingston,  for  recrniling  his  regiment,  ..  .  770  77] 

187.  To  Cnpl.  Kohert  Castle,  for  pay  and  suhsistcnce  for  crew  of 

ai  med  sloo])  Camden,  fitted  out  for  Ihe  obstruction  of  the 
navigation  of  Hudson's  river,    771 

188.  For  freiaht  and  dcmurrase  of  sloop  Nancy,    773 

189.  To  Caleb  Ereu  ster  for  pay  and  subsistence  of  himself  and 

olliers,  h,;lon2ing  to  Capt.  Selah  Strong's  company  in 
Colonel  Josiah  Smilh's  and  Henry  B.  Livingston's  rcji- 
menls  ^  774 

190.  To  Cnpl.  Hendrick  Schooninaker,  for  pay  and  subsistence 

of  company  of,   775 

191.  To  Maj.  .\drien  Wynckoop,  for  pay  and  subsistence  of  de- 

laehraenl  of  inililia  commanded  by,  inguardins  the  passes 

of  the  Highlands,  '   775 

192.  To  Capt.  Petriis  \nn  Gnasheck,  for  pay  and  subsistence  of 

company  of,  in  the  manor  of  Livingston   777 

193.  To  Lieut.  Jacob  Bower  for  pay  and  subsistence  of  company 

of,  in  the  county  of  Albany,   780 

194.  for  the  purchase  of  arms  and  accoutrements  for  the  use  of 

this  Stale   735 

195.  To  Christopher  I.elfingwell,  for  sloop  hire  ami  cxpcn.scs  in 

removing  families  and  stock  from  Long  island   7,S8 

196.  To  John  R.  Livingston  for  bounty  on  the  manufacture  of 

gunpowder   793 

107.  To  secret  committee  for  obstruction  of  the  navigation  of 

the  Hudson's  river,   799 

398.  To  Albany  committee  for  loan,  ,   goO 

199.  To  commitlee  to  procure  clothing  for  troops,   803 
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200  To  Nithaniel  Sacket,  Esq.  oa  the  order  of  General  Wash- 

instoD,  •   SO-1 

nni   For  tlie  support  of  sundry  poor  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 

^"      Sew-York,   805,  903 

•f>  To  Captain  Samuel  Tudor,  for  procuring  and  cutting  timber 

~      for  a  seventy-four  gun  ship,    80G 

'113  To  committee  for  establishment  of,  among,   807 

Jy^'  To  Captain  Uedlow,  lor  payment  of  wages  of  workmen  em- 

rloyed  in  obstructing  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson  river,  810, 

841,  940 

il3.  To  Captain  Isaac  Belknap  for  pay  and  subsistence  of  com- 
pany of  rangers,   790, 820 

•06.  For  clothing  of  troops,   8.\).82.>,  S29,  873,  9-'l,  101 J 

^7'_  To  Captain  Joshua  Conkey  and  Isaac  Moss,  lor  pay  and 
subsistence  ci  companies  of  rangers  in  the  county  of  Char- 
lotte,  ■    

208.  To  Captain  James  Magee  for  stockings  and  mittens  pur- 

chased for  troops,   823 

209.  To  commissioneis  for  delecting  and  defeating  conspiracies,.  824 

210.  To  Captain  ISallianiel  Piatt,  for  collecting  and  transporting 

arms,  accoutrements,  ic.  belonging  to  the  Slate  from 
Connecticut,   824 

211.  To  Daniel  Dunscombe,  for  provisions,  Ac   824 

212.  To  executors  of  Samuel  Patrick  for  iron  sieves  for  the  use 

of  the  troops  in  ihe  northern  department,   826,  839 

213.  To  Abraham  W'emple,  for  saltpetre,   827 

214.  To  Captain  Natlianiel  Plait,  for  pay,  bounty  and  subsislence 

of  company  of,   828 

215.  To  Captain  Marcus  Demotli,  for  pay  and  subsistence  of  com- 

pany of  rangers  in  Tryon  county,   82S 

216.  For  loan  to  the  county  of  Ulster,   831 

217.  To  Lieut.  Col.  Willelt,  for  bounty  to  Col.  Peter  Gansevoort's 

regiment  of  militia,   831 

218  To  Col.  Philip  Van  Cortlandt  for  bounty  due  to  regiment 

of,   832 

219.  To  commissary-general  of  the  Continental  army,   S3j 

220.  To  Gen.  George  Clinton,  for  his  attendance  in  Congress,. . .  840 

221.  To  the  purchase  of  arms,   845 

222.  For  the  purchase  of  saltpetre,   845,  915 

223.  To  Col.  Lewis  Dubois  for  bounty  for  regiment  of,   846,  847 

224.  To  Comfort  Sands,  for  payment  of  the  militia  of  Dutchess, 

Ulster,  Oranie  and  Westchester,   864 

225.  To  Maj.  John  W'heelock,  I'or  raising  troops  in  the  north- 

eastern part  of  the  State   871 

226.  To  commillee  of  Ulster  county  for  stockings  and  blankets 

purchased  for  tlie  use  of  the  troops,   883 

227.  For  the  purchase  of  hempsced,   899 

228.  To  Robert  Van  Rensselaer  and  John  Sloss  Hobart  for  ex- 

penses of  journey  on  public  business  to  Yorktown  

22'J.  To  Comfort  Sands,  auditor-general  for  payment  of  the  mili- 
tia of  Orange  county,  

23'-'.  To  William  Floyd,  for  compensation  as  a  Delegate  from  this 

Slate  in  Continental  Congress,    905 

232.  To  Col.  James  Hammond,  for  payment  of  the  militia  under 

hi"*  command   913 

233.  To  Charles  Giles  for  victualling  disaffected  persons  confined 

in  the  jail  at  Kingston,   913 

234.  To  Maj.  Joseph  Strans,  for  pay  and  subsistence  of  militia 

under  roinmand  of,  i  i  Westchester  county,   915 

235.  For  payment  of  raneers  in  Cumberland  and  Gloucester 

counties  

236.  To  Henry  Wisner,  as  bounty  for  erection  of  powder  mills,. 

237.  For  loan  to  committee  of  .\lbany  county   930 

238.  To  Abraham  P.  I.ott.  for  the  purcliase  of  salt   934 

239.  To  Col.  Robert  Van  Rensselaer,  for  pay  and  sulsistence  of 

companies  of,   935 

240.  To  Capt.  Jacobus  Roos.  for  pay.  rations  and  mileage  of  com- 

pany of  Col.  Hasliroiick's  re^riment,  

241.  To  commissioners  for  supprcs'=in;  insurrections,  &c.  in  Li- 

vingston and  Rhincbeck  precincts  

242.  To  David  Curric,  commissary,  Cc     953 

243.  To  commissioners  for  detecting  conspiracies,  &c.  961,991,  1053, 

1105 

214.  To  Cornelius  C.  Elmcndorph,  commissary  of  provisions  for 

Fleet  prison   974 

245.  For  the  removal  of  Long  island  refugees,  from  Connecticut 

to  Dutchess  county   979 

246.  To  Capt.  Benjamin  Yates,  to  defray  expenses  of  commissa- 

ry of,  in  their  march  to  Kin;:ston   979 

247.  To  Capt.  Elias  Hnsbrouck  for  the  expense  of  trnn'sportation 

of  salt  from  Canaan,  purchased  for  the  use  of  this  Stnte,  1036 

248.  To  Capt.  Samuel  Payne,  of  Major  Wheelock's  corps,  on  ac- 

count  1041 

249.  To  Abraham  E.  Bancker,  commissary  of  prisoners,  on  ac- 

count  1041, 10S9, 1113 

250.  To  Abraham  Keater.  surgeon  of  Capt.  Salisbury's  company 

of  lighthorse  in  Ulster  county,   1053 

2.51.  To  Rev.  John  Rodgers,  for  his  services  as  chaplain,  8cc....  1058 

2.52.  To  John  Holt,  on  account,  for  printing,   1073 

253.  To  Gouverncur  Morris,  for  services  as  a  Delegate  in  Con- 

gress,   1073 

254.  To  Melancton  Smith,  for  the  purchase  of  pay,  for  the  use  of 

the  Slate   :  1105 

255.  To  commissioners  for  superintending  the  removal  of  pri- 

loners  from  Hartford  to  this  State,   1106 


901) 


902 


916 
921 


943 


946 


LIVINGSTON,  PHILIP. 

1.  Chosen  President  of  first  Provincial  Convention,   l 

2.  Accounts  of  vouchers  of,   ^^33 

3.  Re-election  of,  as  a  Delegate  in  Congress,  and  vote  nf  ilianks 

to,  for  his  long  and  faithful  services  therein,   931 

LIVINGSTON,  ROBERT. 

1.  Letter  from,  to  Provincial  Congress  offering  the  usr  of  his 

Ihrnace  and  hands,  for  the  casling  of  cannon,   333 

2.  Answer  of  Provincial  Congress,   3^ 

3.  Letter  from  committee  of  Rhynbcck  precinct,  complainini; .  r 

the  e.xorbitant  charges  of,  Ibr  iron  ;  resolutions  ol  Council 

of  Safety,  directing  him  to  answer  such  complaint.. .  lnvv  ](^,ng 

4.  Report  of  committee  and  resolutions  of  Council  ot'  Saleiy, 

relative  to  answer  ol,   lluu,  ijoi 

LIVINGSTON,  ROBERT  C. 
1.  Certificate  to,  on  departure  of,  from  New-York  to  Britain,  for 

recovery  of  health,   144 

LIVINGSTON,  ROBERT,  G.  Jr. 

1.  Appointment  ol  ,  as  deputy  adjutant-general,  in  place  01  Wil- 

liam Duer,  declined,  directed  lo  join  the  army  undiT  com- 
mand of  Gen.  Schu5'ler,   117 

2.  Anonymous  letter  to,     760 

LIVINGSTON,  ROBERT  J. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  major  in  regiment  of  minute  men.  in 

Dutchess  county,   135 

LIVINGSTON,  ROBERT  R. 

1.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress,  requesline:  to  forward  gun- 

powder irom  powder  mill  at  Rhinebeck,  lo  Gen.  Sr-huyler 

at  Ticonderoga.  under  the  care  of  Majni-  Tedwit/.   UO 

2.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety,  respecting  supply  ol  sun- 

powder  to  .\lbany  committee,   154 

3.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to,  respecting  supply  of 

powder  to  Gen.  Schuyler,   11,9,  181 

4.  Answer  of  Robert  Livingston,  Jr   201 

5.  Letter  to,  respecting  the  erection  of  powder  mills  ol',   245 

6.  Letter  to,  respecting  the  casting  of  cannon  and  shot  :  and 

answer  of,   2iiS.  288,  302 

(See  Livingston,  John  R.) 

7.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety,  directing  to  confer  with 

Major.General  Heath,  and  Brig  Gen.  Clinton,  rcialive  to 
the  condition  and  defences  of  the  Highlands,  and  ifie  prac- 
ticability of  obstructing  the  navigation  ol  Hudson's  river  : 
report  of,  and  resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety,  71'.),  T'.:5,  726 

8.  Elected  Chancellor,   910 

9.  Vote  of  thanks  to,  for  his  long  and  faithful  services  as  a  De- 

legate in  Continental  Congress,  '   931 

LTVING.STON,  WALTER. 

1.  Letter  from,  communicating  information  of  appointment  of, 

as  deputy  commissary-general,  requesting  the  conjienmcnt 
of  stores,  Ike.  to,  at  Albany  ;  ami  informing  of  the  ruinous 
situation  of  the  fortress  at  Ticonderoga   C9 

2.  Directions  to,  to  make  inquiry  relative  to  forwarding  of  pro- 

visions to  Ticon'lfToga,  and  to  despatch  the  same,   113 

3.  Letter  from,  relative  10  forwardine  of  stores,   127 

4.  Letter  from,  respecting  receipt  of  gun  barrels.  Sec   l.')3 

5.  Letter  from,  enclosing  letter  to  Provincial  Congress,  from 

Gen.  Schuyler   1''2,  163 

Letter  to,  iVom  Provincial  Congress,  relative  to  accnunts  of 

ferrymen  of  Ihe  city  of  Albany,   178 

Letter  to,  from  Provincial  Congress,  transmitlini  resolutions 
of  Continental  Congress,  for  supplying  provisions  for  gar- 
rison at  the  Highlands,   1'^'8 

Answer  of,   201 

LIVINGSTON,  WILLIAM,  BRIG.  GEN. 
Letter  from,  communicating  information  of  an  intended  at- 
tack by  the  Brilish  on  Bergen  Point,  Elizabethlown  and 

Amboy  

LLOYD  HENRY.  (.Sec  Intercepted  Letters,!;  ) 
Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety  relative  lo  custody  and 
disposition  of  escheated  estate  oi',  in  Queens  counly, . .  428, 

Inventory  ,ind  appraisal  of,  

LOAN  CO.MMISSIONER.  (See  Loans  ) 
(See  Van  Rensselaer,  Henry  I.) 

LOANS. 

Directed  to  be  obtained  of  Treasurer  by  Mr  David  Clarkson, 
and  members  of  Provincial  Congress  responsible  for  re- 
payment thereof,  

From  loan  olHrers  of  city  and  county  of  Albany,  through 
Treasurer  ;  members  of  Provincial  Congress  responsible 
for  repayment  thereof,  

From  loan  officers  of  the  county  of  Ulster  ;  how  to  he  ex- 
pended and  accounted  for,  ■  •  • 

From  sundry  Delegates  in  Provincial  Congress  and  applica- 
tion thereof,  ' ' 

Production  before  Provincial  Congress  of  notes  incn  I'y 
Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Egbert  Dumond  ami  Davul  Clark- 
son,  to  Abraham  Lott,  for  money  borrowed  for  use  ol  Ln- 
lony,  and  for  public  services,  and  disbursements  in  ilie  re- 
moval of  cannon  and  stores  from  Ticondernira,. 

Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  denyingapplK-a"""  Irom 
Provincial  Congress  for,  • 
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LOANS— CoNTimJED. 

7.  Continental  and  Colonial  paper  currency  directed  to  be  re- 

ceived in  paymenl  of;  and  payment  of  portions  ot  sus- 
pended for  a  limited  period,    350 

8.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  authorizing  to  several 

county  committees,   356 

9.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  authorizing  to  Suffolk 

County,   363 

10.  Appointment  of  committee  to  nesotiate   5C2 

(See  Curtenius  Peter  T.  48.) 

11.  Resolution  of  Continental  Consress  for,  to  the  State  of  New- 

York,    653 

12.  Letter  from  Philip  Livingston,  a  Delegate  in  Congress,  in- 

forming of  the  obtaining,   656 

(See  Van  Rensselaer,  Henry  J.) 

13.  Resolutions  for  loans  of  money  to  the  several  counties   771 

14.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  authorizing  an  addition- 

al loan  of  S2,000,(XJ0  for  the  public  service   790 

15.  Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety,  directing  the  payment 

into  the  treasury  of  debts  due  the  loan  otlice,   818 

(See  Van  Rensselaer,  Henry  1.) 
(See  Ten  Broeck,  Dirck.) 
(See  Ulster  County,  71.) 

16.  Resolution  authorizing  to  commissary-general  of  Continental 

army,   S35 

(See  Albany  City  and  County,  SO.) 
LOCKSMITHS. 

1.  Appointment  of  committee  to  send  to  Great  Britain  for,  ....  67 

LOCKWOOD,  LIEUT.  JOSEPH. 
1.  List  of  men  who  went  in  company  commanded  by,  from 

Manchester  to  Ticonderoga,  and  account  of  expenses  of,.  74 
LOGAN,  SAMUEL. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  major  of  Ulster  county  regiment  of  mili- 
tia,   528 

LOUDON,  SAMUEL. 

1.  Complaint  of,  concerning  the  destruction,  by  a  comnuttee  of 

mechanics  of  impressions  of  pamphlet  of,  refuting  the  ar- 
guments of  the  pamphlet  entitled  ''Common  Sense,"   377 

2.  Memorial  of,   40p,  406 

3.  Resolution  of  Convention  for  payment  of,  ibr  publication  of 

its  acts  and  proceedings,   750 

4.  Examination  of,  and  reprimand  to,  for  publication  of  certain 

extracts  from  Gaines'  paper,  contreiry  to  direction  of  the 
House,   781 

LONG  ISLAND.  (See  Suffolk  County.) 

(See  Nassau  Island.) 

1.  Requisition  on  Gen.  Wooster  for  four  companies  of  troops,  to 

be  placed  under  the  command  of  Col.  Phineas  Fanning, 
for  assistance  of  inhabitants  at,  in  preventing  the  taking 
off  of  stock  by  the  King's  troops,  for  the  use  of  the  army 
at  Boston ;  and  letter  to  Col.  Fanning,   103 

2.  Letter  to  committee  of  East  Hampton,  respecting   103 

3.  Gen.  Wooster  directed  to  continue  at   108 

(See  Lawrence  Melancton.) 

4.  Letter  from  Gen.  Washiniton,  transmitting  information  of 

reported  embarkation  of  British  troops,  from  Boston,  for,  277 

5.  Inhabitants  of,  inimical  to  the  rishts  and  liabilities  of  Ameri- 

ca, :   277 

6.  Inhabitants  of,  recommended  to  remove,  together  with  their 

stock  and  grain,  to  the  main  land,   600 

7.  Retreat  of  Continental  troops  from,  to  the  city  of  New- York,  602, 

603 

8.  Information  communicated  to  Committee  of  Safety  by  Wil- 

liam Warne,  relative  to  the  strength  and  disposition  of  the 
British  troops  on,   617 

9.  Letter  from  John  Sloss  Hobart,  to  Convention,  respecting  the 

condition  of  the  inhabitants  ot",   671 

10.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Satcty  for  the  adjustment  of  ac- 

counts due  inhabitants  of  Connecticut,  for  services  in  the 
removal  of  stock  and  indiucnt  persons  from,   718 

11.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety,  to  Col.  Henry  b.  Livings- 

ton, requesting  the  transmission  of  an  account  of  the  fami- 
lies, stock  and  effects  by  him  removed  from   733 

12.  Resolutions  of  Council  of  Safety,  appointin;;  commissioners 

to  superintend  the  removal  of  ref  ugees  Ifom,  from  Con- 
necticut to  Dutchess  county  ;  and  requisition  on  Trea- 
surer therefor  

13.  Letter  to  Gov.  Trumbull  thereupon,   979 

LOTT,  ABRAHAM.  (Contractor  for  supplying  His 
Majesty's  ships  in  the  port  of  New-York.) 

1.  Letter  from,  covering  an  order  from  the  purser  of  ship  Asia, 

for  provisions,  requesting  liberty  to  supply  said  ship  with 
such  provisions,  for  her  own  use,  during  her  stay  in  the 
Colony,   13 

2.  Leave  accordingly  granted,   15 

3.  Resolution  of  ProWncial  Congress,  to  become  individually  re._ 

sponsible  for  certain  money  advanced  by,  to  Treasurer  of 

Colony  

4.  Loan  from,  directed  to  be  obtained,  and  members  of  Provin- 

cial Congress  responsible  for  repayment  thereof,   26 

6.  Order  from,  on  loan  officers  of  city  and  county  of  Albany,  di- 
rected •  security  therefor,  and  resolution  to  become  respon- 
sible for  the  repayment  thercol,   27 

6.  Memorandum  from,  of  articles  supplied  and  provisions  want- 


PACE- 

LOTT,  ABRAHAM-CoNTiNb-ED. 
ed  for  His  Majesty's  ship,  the  Kingfishor,  and  order  of 
Provincial  Congress  for  such  supplies   61 

7.  Letter  from,  respecting  demand  of  provisions  for  His  Majes- 

ty's ship.  Nautilus,  and  order  for  72,  73 

8.  To  give  order  on  loan  oliicers  of  Ulster  county,  for  money  in 

their  hands,   75 

9.  Authorized  to  supply  provisions  to  His  Majesty's  ships  in  the 

port  of  New- York,   ]2ti 

10.  Estimates  of,  of  provisions  for  ship  Asia,  and  arrangements 

with,  Ibr  supplying,   ]2!i 

11.  Resolution  prohibiting  payment  of  moneys  advanced  by,  un- 

til further  orders  of  Provincial  Congress  or  Committee 

of  Safety,   134 

12.  Directed  to  receive  Continental  and  Colonial  paper  currency 

in  payment  of  loans,  &c.  and  to  account  lor  moneys  in  las 
hands,  as  Treasurer,  350,  627,  (128 

13.  Resolution  of  Convention  peremptorily  directing,  to  appear 

before  the  House,  and  account ;  order  for  apprehension  ol', 
on  refusal  to  comply,  and  prohibiting  paymeuts  to,  Ibr  the 
future,     ti2S 

14.  Letter  from,  to  Convention,  excusing  his  delay  in  accounting, 

and  fixing  a  time  therefor,   i>47 

15.  Appointment  of  committee  to  confer  with,   yuO 

LOTT,  ABRAHAM  P.  (See  Salt,  14,  23,  24.) 

LOTTERY  TICKETS. 
1.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  laws  for  preventing  the  forging  or  counterfeiting 
of,   747 

LOW,  ISAAC. 

I.  Proceedings  of  Convention,  in  reference  to  non-attendance 
of,  as  one  of  the  Deputies  Irom  the  city  and  county  of 

New- York,   3,  4 

LOWNSBURY,  AVILLIAM. 

(See  Tories,  36.) 
(See  Forfeited  Estates,  1.) 
LUDENTON,  COL.  HENRY. 
1.  Letter  from  Convention  to,  transmitting  commissions  for  ofii- 

cers  of  regiment  of,   532,  333 

LUDLOW,  GABRIEL  W. 
1.  Directed  to  pay  certain  moneys  collected  by  him,  to  Peter  Van 

Brugli  Livingston,   62 

(See  New-York  City,  48.) 
LUDLOW,  THOMAS.  (See  Jenkins,  Richard.) 
LUDLOW,  WILLIAM. 
1.  Resolution  and  proceedings  of  Council  of  Safety,  relative 
to  claim  ol,  to  certain  property  taken  by  cominis.sioners  of 
sequestration  of  the  county  of  Albany,  belonging  to  Gabriel 

H.  Ludlow  and  Charles  Shaw  ;  1091,  1002 

LUDLUM,  CAPT.  WILLIAM. 
1.  Requisition  on  'Treasurer  in  favour  of  lieutenant  of,  for  pay- 
ment and  subsistence  of  part  of  company  of,  in  Col.  Josiah 

Smith's  regiment,  

LYON,  DAVID. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  captain,  in  place  of  Abraham  Van  Wycic, 

declined,  

LYON,  HENRY. 
1.  Petition  and  documents  of,  for  return  of  property  sold  by  or- 
der of  commissioners  of  sci|ucbtration  of  Dutchess  county  : 

order  of  Council  of  Safety  thereon,   10c;3 

LYON,  PARSON  JAMES.  (See  Suffolk  County,  14.) 


MABEE,  SIMON. 
1.  Letter  from  Gen.  McDougall,  transmitting  proceedings  of 
court  martial  on  trial  of,  as  a  spy ;  conlirmation  of,  by 

Convention,  883,  884 

MAILS  AND  MAIL  ROADS.  (See  Canada,  5.) 
MAJOR-GENERALS.  (See  Schuyler,  Pliilip.) 

1.  Appointment  of,  by  Continental  Congress,   63 

viz : 

1st.  Arfemas  Ward. 
2d.  Charles  Lee. 
3d.  Philip  Schuyler. 
4th.  Israel  Putnam. 


MAJORS. 
1.  Appointment  of,  62, 


9S,  135,  139,  528,  534,  540,  541,  568,  610, 
690,  772,  775 
(See  Safford,  Samuel.) 
(See  Leary.  AVillinm.) 
(See  Hetfield,  Moses.) 
(See  Van  Rensselaer,  Henry.) 
(See  Purdy,  Ebenezer.) 
.    ,  (See  Iloisington,  Joab.) 

(See  Wheelock,  John.)  ^ 
i  '  (See  Pawling,  Albert,  2.)         '  ' 

(See  Nicholson,  George.) 
MALCOM,  WILLIAM. 
1.  Instructions  to,  and  letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  com- 
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MALCOM,  WILLIAM— Continued. 
mittee  of  inspection  and  observation  in  New-Jersey,  rela- 
tive to  Jismantling  the  light  house  at  Sandy-Hook   342 

«  I  jit  of  officers  in  'id  regiment  of  militia,  commanded  by,  rais- 
*■          ("or  the  reinforcement  of  the  Continental  army  at  New- 
York,  r---- 

3  tppointmeat  of  William  Adams  as  surgeon  m  regiment 

of,  

4  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Satety,  directing  gratuity  to 

be  paid  to  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  regi- 
ment of,  &c   735 

5.  Anneiation  of,  to  General  George  Clinton's  brigade,   74» 

MANUFACTURES. 

1.  Appointment  of  committee  to  consider  what  may  be  necessa- 

ry for  Colonial  convenience  and  dc-fence,   356 

2.  Report  of,  recommending  encourasement  for  the  erection  of 

powder  mills,  the  establishment  of  manufactories  of  fire- 
arms, saltpetre,  and  salt;  agreed  to  and  adopted  by  Pro- 
Tincial  Congress,   365,  306 

3.  Recommendation  by  Committee  of  Safety,  for  promoting  the 

growth  of  hemp  and  tlax,  the  increase  of  wool,  and  the 
erection  and  establishment  of  manufactories  in  the  Co- 
lony,  114,  515 

4.  Resolutions  of  Convention  for  the  encouragement  of,   573 

MARINE  COMMITTEE. 

1.  Appointment  of,  and  instructions  to,   352 

2.  Report  of  respecting  loan  of  an  armed  vessels  htted  out  by 

the  Colony,   416 

3.  Authorized  to  cause  the  cargoes  of  prizes  and  prize  vessels, 

taken  on  Long  island,  to  be  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as 

shall  be  advantageous  to  the  public  interest,   508 

MARINE  DEPARTMENT. 
1.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  Gen.  Washington,  relative 

to  the  command  in,  on  the  lakes,  425,  426 

(See  Mariners.) 
(See  Wynkoop,  Jacobus.) 
MARINERS. 

1.  Directions  to  Capt.  Jacobus  Wynkoop  to  enlist  for  service  on 

the  lakes,  under  Gen.  Schuyler,   408 

MARINER,  WILLIAM.  (See  Watkeys,  Henry,  3.) 
MARINE  SOCIETY. 

(See  New-York  City,  I'J.) 
(See  Artillery  Companies.) 
MARQUE  AND  REPRISAL,  LETTERS  OF. 

(See  Privateers.) 
MARTIN,  JOSEPH,  (Governor  of  North  Carolina.) 
).  Intercepted  letter  from  Gen.  Ga^e.  to,   ."jV 

2.  Intercepted  letter  flora,  to  Henry  W  hite,   63 

3.  Letter  from  William  Hooper  and  Joseph  Hewes,  of  Philadel- 

phia, respecting  designs  and  proceedings  ol,  and  answer 
of  Committee  of  Safely,   73 

4.  Letter  from,  to  Gen.  Washington,  requesting  permission  for 

his  wife  and  children,  and  his  father-indaw  and  family,  to 
BO  on  board  the  British  fleet  at  Slalen  island  ;  answer  of 

Convention,   583 

MARTl.V,  WILLIAM. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  2d  lieutenant  in  Captain  Robert  Johnson's 

company,   110 

MARVIN,  EPHRAIM. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  ad  jutant  of  Col.  Josiah  Smith's  regiment 

of  minute  men,  in  Sutfolk  county,   400 

M.'VRVIN,  JOSEPH. 

L  Appointment  of,  as  surgeon's  mate  first  regiment,   128 

MARVIN,  SETH. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  captain  of  a  company  of  militia,  drafted 

from  the  militia  of  Orange  county,   79S 

MARYLAND. 

],  Letter  from  Dcdegates  of,  in  Continental  Congress,  requesting 
the  loan  of  cannon  for  the  delence  of  Baltimore  ;  and  re- 
commendation of  New-York  Delc-'ation  in  favour  thereof,  377 
(See  Continental  Army,  11.) 
MASSACHUSETTS  BAY. 

1.  Letter  lo  Committee  of  Safety  for  Colony  of,  respecting  fort- 

ress at  Ticonderoga   ]4 

2.  Letter  from  President  of  Provincial  Congress  of,  (Joseph 

Warren,)  respecting  defence  of  Ticonderosa,  <Vc.  and  the 
general  welfare,  enclosing  letter  from  Col.  Benedict  Ar- 
nold,   22 

3.  Answer  of  Provincial  Congress   33,  34 

4.  Letter  from  Gen.  Artemas  Ward,  Joseph  Warren,  chairinnn 

of  Committee  of  Safety,  and  Moses  Gill,  chairman  of  com- 
mittee of  supplies  to  Provincial  Congress,  requesting  a 
supply  of  powder,  . .  .34 

5.  Answer  of  Provincial  Congress   33 

6.  President  of  Provincial  Congress  goes  to  Elizahelhtown,  to 

confer  with  committee  there,  on  the  subject  of  such  supply 

of  powder  ;  report  of,  and  procecclings  thereon,   35,  37 

7.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Governor  of  Connecticut 

thereto   38 

8.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Deleeates  in  Continental 

Congress,  respecting  the  lading  of  provisions  for  the  army 
•nd  oavjr  at  Boston,  consigned  to  Messrs  Lopez  and  Rome, 


FACE. 

MASSACHUSETTS  BAY— Comtin-ued; 
in  Rhode  Island,  on  board  a  vessel  cmninandcd  by  Captain 

Coffin,  ;   33 

9.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  requcstin"  I'ruvincial 
Congress  of  New-York,  to  forward  to  camp  m  Hostoii  live 
thousand  barrels  of  Hour,   39 

10.  Directions  of  Provincial  Congress  for  transmission  oI  jiowiIi.t 

for  use  of  troops  near  Boston   47 

11.  Letter  from  Joseph  Warren,  President  of  Provincial  Con- 

gress of,  respecting  Canadians,  Indian  tribes  and  Colnncl 
Guy  Johnson,   54 

12.  Letter  from  Walter  Spooner,  chairman  of  SpringlieM  ,  ui!i. 

mittee,  respecting  the  importance  of  keeping  the  coiuimmi 
of  Lake  Chainplain;  and  in  commendation  of  llie  comlurt 
of  Judge  Duer,  in  certain  disturliances  near  the  fortress 
there,   7g  77 

13.  Letters  from  Gen.  AV'ashington,  respecting  the  contemplated 

departure  of  liriiish  troops  to  New-York,   Uj^  jjj 

14.  Letter  from  Gen.  Washington  transmitting  informaiiaii  of 

the  arrival  of  vessel  at,  from  New-York,  bound  for  >t. 
Croi.x,  with  provisions  on  board  for  British  army   HI 

15.  Information  of  John  Carter,  given  to  Provincial  Concress, 

relative  to  proceedings  at,   n  1 

(See  Gardiner,  David.) 

16.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  Delegates  from,  in  Con- 

tinental Congress,  respecting  the  examination  ami  dis- 
charge of  tieoige  Bethune,   144,  145 

17.  Resolution  of  House  of  Representatives  of.  empowering 

committee  of  Falmouth  in,  to  license  inhabitants  tir  pur- 
chase provisions  and  supplies  for:  and  permission  by  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  New-York  to  Abner  Briggs  to  .«liip  1^0 
barrels  of  ilour  from  New-York,  for  Falmouth,  under  such 
resolution,    100 

18.  Letter  from  Gen.  Washington,  transmitting  infonnatiou  of 

the  burning  of  Falmouth  by  the  British  under  comiuauJ  ol' 
Capt.  MowatI   191 

19.  Requisition  on  Treasurer,  for  assistance  to  Jabez  Fredericks 

and  Jacob  Andrews,  inhabitants  ot',  taken  prisoners  by 
Lord  Dunmore,  and  having  escaped,   326 

20.  Information  of  the  probable  removal  of  British  troops  from 

Boston  :»:>,  336,  356 

21.  Application  of  select  men  of  Boston,  relative  to  safety  of 

men  of;  and  answer  of  Gen.  Howe,   357 

22.  Quotas  of  militia  of,  directed  by  Continental  Congress  to  be 

raised  in,  for  the  reinforcement  of  the  army  in  Canada, 

and  at  New-Y"ork,   4S2 

23.  Letter  from  John  Sloss  Hobart,  informing  of  the  movements 

of  militia  of,  to  join  the  grand  army,   671 

24.  Letter  from  Council  ol'  Safety,  to  Prcsidenlof  the  Council  of, 

respecting  the  embargo  of  provisions,  ic.  laid  bv  general 
court  of,.'  "          972,  373 

25.  Answer  of  President,   '193 

26.  Resolution  of  House  of  Representatives  and  Council  of,  ap- 

pointing a  committee  of  conference  with  Ihii  ami  the 
eastern  States,  relative  lo  the  condition  of  Ihe  paper  cur- 
rency  994 

27.  Answer  of  Council  of  Safety,  transmitting  resolutions  ap- 

pointing a  committee  lo  confer  with  committee  of,  1002,  1003, 

1009 

28.  Letter  from  Hon.  Artemas  Ward,  President  of  Council  of, 

Safety  of  this  State,  informing  of  the  number  of  militia 

sent  from  thai  Slate,  to  reinforce  the  northern  army,   1041 

MATROS.'^ES. 

1.  Recommendation  by  Provincial  Congress  of  the  organization  of 

four  companies  of,  for  the  occupation  of  the  forts  on  the 
Hudson  river,   177 

2.  Resolution  of  Continental  Consressfor  raising  a  company  of, 

for  defence  of  the  fortifications  at  the  Highlands:  and  ap- 
pointment of  committee  by  Provincial  Congress  for  ar- 
rangement of   191 

(See  Grennel,  Capt.  John  4.) 
McCLAUGHRY,  COL.  JA.MES. 
1.  Letter  from,  fixing  the  place  of  rendezvous  of  this  regiment, 

in  case  of  an  alarm,   274 

MC1.E0D,  WILLIAM,  (Ensign  52d  regiment  of  foot  at 
Boston.) 

1.  Committee  of  city  of  New-York,  directed  by  Provincial 
Congress,  to  take  prisoner,  and  sent  to  Ellzabcthtown ; 
and  instructions  respecting  treatment  of,   08,  69 

McCUNE,  WILLIAM. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  first  lieutenant  in  Captain  Elisha  Bene- 
dict's company,  in  place  of  Samuel  Fletcher,  who  was  in 
the  army  at  Cambridge,   84,95 

McDonald,  Alexander. 

1.  Order  of  Provincial  Congress  for  arrest  of,  for  concerting 

measures,  and  employing  agents  lo  enlist  men  against  the 
liberties  of  the  country,  

2.  Report  of  committee  concerning,   44 

Mcdonald,  angus. 

1.  Order  of  Provincial  Congress,  for  arrest  of,  for  olferint:  boun- 

ties, and  enlisting  men  to  be  employed  against  the  coun- 
try  ..  ..    41 

2.  Arrest,  examination  and  deposition  of,  42,43 

3.  Sent  to  Gen.  Wooster's  camp,  for  safe  keeping  ;  letter  accom- 

panying,   '^^ 
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McDonald,  Angus— continued. 

Copy  thereof  delivered  to  member  of  New-Jersey  Congress,  45 

Gen.  Wooster's  letter  in  answer,   45 

Letter  from,  complaining  of  his  conlinemeut ;  and  relaxation 

ordered,    81 

Letter  from,  complaining  of  ill  treatment  by  one  of  the  rifle- 
men,   107 

Letter  irom  Thaddeus  Burr,  sheriff  of  Fairfield  county  re- 
specting imprisonment  of,    158 

McDonald,  JOHN.  (SeeLeadMlnes,  2,  4.) 
McDonald,  EANNALD,  (Sergeant  of  26th  regiment.) 

Letter  from,   Il2 

McDOUGALL,  ALEXANDER. 

(See  First  Regiment.) 

Appointment  of,  as  colonel  of  lirst  regiment,   62 

Authorized  to  fill  vacancies  in,  below  rank  of  captain,   65 

Order  for  delivery  of  beds,  blankets,  &c,  to,   68 

Order  for  reduction  in  length  of  muskets  provided  for;  and 

for  making  of  ramrods,   75 

Order  on  Treasurer  for  payment  to,  of  certain  moneys  receiv- 
ed from  general  committee  of  X.  Y     79 

Authorized  to  take  wood  from  barrack  yard   83,84 

Te  take  possession  of  lower  barracks  ;  provisions  direct- 
ed to  be  supplied.  Sec   85 

Order  for  delivery  of  quantity  of  pouches,  belts  and  slings 

to,   87 

Authorized  to  borrow  money  for  payment  of  troops,   94 

Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Gen.  Schuyler,  communi- 
cating information  of  embarkation  for  Albany  of  four 
companies  belonging  to  regiment  of,  under  command  of 

Lieut.  Col.  Ritzema,  "   103 

Ordered  with  the  men  under  his  commaud  to  proceed  to  Al- 
bany,   103 

Commissary  directed  to  reserve  arms  for,   110 

Captain  John  Lamb's  company  of  artillery  directed  to  form 

part  of  regiment  of,   114 

To  employ  Thomas  Oakes,  Jr.  a  tinman,  to  proceed  to  Ticon- 

deroga,   123 

Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  advances  for  use 
of  regiment  of,  &.C.. .  132,  134,  161,  IS'^,  253,  353,  3ti9,  393,  402 

Directed  to  prepare  cartridges  for  public  defence,   193 

Directed  to  send  Captains  Grennel  and  Ledyard,  with  their 
companies,  for  the  defence  of  the  fortilications  at  the  H'lsh- 

lands,..   194 

To  apply  to  Capt.  Anthony  Rutgers  for  cannon,  and  to  for- 
ward the  same  to  Gen.  W^ashington,   240 

To  prepare  cannon  at  King's  Bridge,  for  use,   256 

Authorized  to  advance  money  to  wiie  of  John  Lamb,  in  part 

pay  for  his  services  in  Canada,   3T3 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  informing  of  the  disposi- 
tion of  troops  from  Orange  and  L'lsler  counties,  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  George  Clinton,  for  co-operation  with 
Gen.  Lee,  &c.  in  harrassiiig  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in 

New-Jersey,   747 

Letter  from,  to  Committee  of  .^afety,  relative  to  delivery  of 
the  public  arms;  and  informing  of  the  movements  of  the 

army  under  Gen.  Heath,   781 

Answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,   785 

Reply  of  Gen.  McDougall,   788 

Letter  from,  transmitting  sundry  prisoners  of  war,   796 

Appointment  of,  and  instructions  to  committee  to  visit  and 
confer  with,  relative  to  the  reinforcement  of  the  garrison 
at  the  Highlands,  and  the  number  and  the  duty  of  the 
forces  in  Westchester  county;  report  of  committee,  813,816, 

831,  832 

Requested  to  detach  a  portion  of  the  forces  under  his  com- 
mand to  the  protection  and  defence  of  Westchester  coun- 
ty,    821 

Report  of,  relative  to  the  strength  and  condition  of  the  posts 

at  the  Highlands,   S32 

Letter  from  Convention  to,  thereupon,   840,  841 

Directed  to  provide  lor  the  security  and  protection  of  West- 
chester county,   869 

Letter  from,  transmitting  proceedingsof  court  marlialon  trial 
of  Simon  Mabee,  as  a  spy,   883 

Letter  from,  relative  to  calling  out  the  militia  to  reinforce  the 
forts  and  passes  in  the  Highlands,  and  of  the  presence  of 
several  of  the  enemy's  ships  at  or  about  Fort  Washington  ; 
also  transmitting  the  proceedins  and  sentence  of  a  general 
court  martial  in  cases  of  John  Williams,  Job  Babcock,  An- 
thony Hill  and  Thomas  Barker,  for  treasona'ule  corres- 
pondence with  the  enemy   9Ul,  902 

Letter  from  Convention  to,  reprieving  John  Williams,   915 

Letter  from,  recommending  the  granting  of  a  pardon  to  An- 
thony Hill ;  pardon  granted,   ^I*' 

Requested  to  ncgociate  for  a  mutual  exchange  of  personal 
property  in  the  possession  of  either  army,  and  belonging 
to  persons  in  the  other,   •.  ^39 

Letter  from,  transmitting  the  proceedings  of  court  martial 
against  John  Likely  and  others  ;  and  answer  of  Council  of 

Safety   ^65 

McIVERS,  CHARLES,  &  Co. 

(See  Ships  and  Vessels,  2.) 
McKESSON,  JOHN. 

Elected  Secretary  of  Prov.  Convention  &  Congress,  1,  205, 448,  515 
290 
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McKESSON,  JOHN— CoNTiNTjED. 
,  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  services  and  dis- 
bursements,   441 

Appointed  register  of  the  high  court  of  admiralty,   .050 

Appointed  commissary  for  prisoners  of  war,   581 

MEAD,  WILLIAM. 
Appointment  of,  as  surgeon  in  Col.  Thomas  Thomas's  regi- 
ment of  militia  in  Westchester  county,   548 

MECHANICS.  (See  Loudon  Samuel.) 
.  Presentation  to  Provincial  Congress  of  address  of  committee 
of,  requesting  instructions  to  Delegates  in  Continental 
Congress  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  cause  the 
United  Colonies  to  become  independent  of  Great  Britain  ; 
and  pledging  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  support  of  such 

declaration;  answer  of  Provincial  Congress,   474 

(See  Petition,  45.) 
(See  Resolutions  of  Convention,  62.) 
MEDICINES. 

Appointment  of  Drs.  John  Jones  and  Treat,  to  examine  and 
select  medicines  for  use  of  troops   yj,  210,  285 

Drs.  Jones  and  Treat  requested  to  make  an  inventory  and 

•  valuation  of  medicines  obtained  from  the  stores  adjoining 
Bowden's  house  in  New-York,   123 

Report  of  Drs.  Jones  and  Treat,  respecting,   '.'39 

Committee  for  llie  despatch  of  vessels  to  procure  ammunition 
directed  to  despatch  orders  for  medicines  to  the  West  In- 
dies and  to  Europe,  under  the  directions  of  Dr.  Jones  and 

Treat,   239 

MELFORD,  DAVID. 

Appointment  of,  by  Provincial  Congress  as  muster-master  of 

troops  to  be  raised  in  Suffolk  county,   70 

MENEMA,  DANIEL. 

Appointment  of,  as  surgeon's  mate  in  Col.  Rilzema's  regi- 
ment.   424 

MERCEIR,  CAPT.  WILLIAM. 

Appointment  of,  to  superintend  the  lading  of  vessels  in  the 
city  of  New-York,  under  the  direction  of  Continental  and 
Provincial  Congress  ;  and  also  to  superintend  the  making 
of  carriaijes  for  cannon  ;  provision  for  payment,   267 

Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,   J80 

Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  payment  of  ex- 
penses in  fitting  out  armed  schooner  Montgouierie,   40.S 

MERCHANTS. 

Of  the  city  of  New- York,  desired  to  attend  the  discussion  in 
the  Provincial  Congress,  on  the  expediency  of  the  emission 
of  a  Continental  paper  currency,   15 

Committee  appointed  to  examine  list  of  articles  retained  by, 
at  request  of  city  committee,  and  report  of,   33,  34 

Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  merchants  of  Canaila 
respecting  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  New- 
York  to  Canada,  and  the  views  of  the  confederated 
colonies,   40 

Memorial  of  Peter  Clopper  and  others,  respecting  the  expor- 
tation of  flaxseed,  and  resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress, 

respecting   106 

(See  New- York  City  and  County,  59,  60,  ti4,  133.) 
(See  France,  1.) 

MESSENGERS.  (See  Shafcr,  Jacob.) 
(See  Stephen  Joseph.) 

Order  of  Provincial  Congress  respecting  payment  of,   46 

Pay  of,  to  Albany  "  . .   67 

Oath  of  secrecy  administered  to,   551 

MIFFLIN,  THOMAS,  (Quarter-Master-General.) 
Letter  from,  requesting  supplies  of  lumber,  &c.  for  the  use  of 

the  array,   (i51 

Resolutions  of  Convention  Iherelbr,   652 

MILIT .\RY  COMMITTEE. 

Appointment  of,  by  Provincial  Congress,   91,  96,  306 

Appointment  ol" committee  to  prejiare  instructions  for,   306 

Report  of,  respecting  the  expediency  of  obstructing  the  navi- 
gation of  the  East  river,  restricting  communication  with 
British  ship,  of  war,  and  regulating  the  supply  of  provi- 
sion, &c.  to,   308,  309 

Report  of,  respecting  companies  in  Col.  Swartwout's  regi- 
ment of  minute  men,  Ac   314 

Report  of,  respecting  articles  necessary  to  be  provided  by  the 

commissary  for  Colonial  troops,   324 

MILITARY  STORES. 
Proceedings  respecting  removal  of,  from  Ticonderoga  to  the 

Southend  of  Lake  George,  9,  10,  U,  12 

List  of,  forwarded  by  Col.  Arnold  .22,  23 

List  of,  ordered  by  Provincial  Congress  to  be  forwarded  to 

Ticonderoga.......   32 

Resolution  of  Provincial  Contrress,  respectine;  removal  of  mi- 
litary stores  belonging  to  the  Crown,  from  Turtle  Bay,  and 
appointment  ol' committee  to  direct  dispersion  of  those  en- 
gaged in  such  removal ;  report  of  committee,    35 

Coopers  perniiltcd  to  go  and  put  them  in  repair,   37 

(See  Powder.) 
(Sec  Muskets.) 
(See  Curtenius,  Peter  T.) 
Co/nmittee  appointed  to  procure  tents  to  be  made,  and  report 
of,   45 
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MILITARY  STORES— Continued. 

ProTisim  lor,  second  regiment   94 

'  ,.r .racks  of,  to  be  proviaeil,   97 

iucdry  (Sec  Foster,  John.) 

(See  Sufiblk  County,  9.) 
„    emissary  directed  to  Ibrwaid  sundry  articles  of,  to  Alba- 
ny, for  use  of  Gen.  Montgomery,   lOG 

Brnii  kettles,  directed  to  be  furnished  for  n>e  of  troops,   109 

Inventory  of,  taken  from  stores  ailjoiuin?  liuwden's  house,. .  123 
(See  Hallett,  Joseph,  3.) 
(See  Livingston,  Peter  Van  Bru^h,  H.) 
^Yppointment  of  committee  to  employ  and  despatch  vessels 
for  purchase  of;  appropriation  tor,  and  mode  of  expendi- 
ture "5,  14S 

Col.  McUoiigall  authorized  to  purchase  a  quantity  ot  cartouch 

paper  Ibr  use  of  counties,   225 

Agreement  w  ith  Lieut.  Jacob  Wright,  of  the  company  of  rai- 
°nute  men  in  Jamaica,  for  the  making  of  cartouch  bo.xes,.  270, 

271 

Appointment  of  Richard  Norwood  as  commissary  of,  for  city 
and  county  of  N'ew.York   290 

Inventory  of,  taken  out  ol'  lower  barracks  by  order  of  I'rovin. 
cial  Congress ;  order  for  safe  keeping  and  preservation 
of,   313 

Order  for  erection  of  a  magazine  or  store  house  for,  in  the 
city  of  New-York,   325 

Order  for  erection  of  a  magazine  or  store  house  for,  in  the 
county  of  Westchester   336 

Resolution  of  Provincial  Consrress,  recommending  the  pur- 
chase of  blankets,  muskets.  Sec   3j4 

Directions  for  furnishing  sundry  articles  of,  for  artillery  in 
the  city  of  New-York,   376 

Appointment  of  committee  to  ascertain  and  make  an  invento- 
ry of,  belonging  to,  or  taken  from,  the  Colony,  for  Conti- 
nental service,   508 

Order  for  removal  of,  from  the  city  of  New-Y'ork,  to  the 

White-Plains,  in  Westchester  county,   512 

(See  Albany  City  and  County,  53.) 

Order  for  removal  of,  from  White-Plains  to  Fishkill   (i06 

Account  of  lead,  ball  and  flints,  delivered  by  commissary  of, 

in  pursuance  of  order  of  Congress   1155 

Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety,  dii'ccting  an  inventory  of, 

belongicg  to  State,  &c     G65 

(See  France.) 

Appointment  of  John  Lasher,  as  commissioner  of,   920 

(See  Sackett,  Nathaniel,  2.) 
Resolutions  of  Council  of  Safety  for  security  of,  Stc   1065 
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MILITIA. 

1.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Consress  for  the  arming  and 

Uaining  of,  in  the  city  of  New-York,   16 

2.  Provincial  Congress  to  determine  the  number  of  men  proper 

to  be  embodied  for  the  defence  of  the  fortihcations  at 
King's  Bridge  ;  the  manning  of  the  batteries  at  the  Hisb- 
lands  :  the  posts  at  or  near  Lake  George,  and  the  defence 
ef  the  city  of  New-York  ;  the  whole  not  to  exceed  three 
thousand,  lo  be  commanded  by  officers  appointed  by  I'ro- 
Tincial  Congress,  and  governed  by  rules  and  regulations 
establishcil  thereby,   16 

3.  Pay  of  ;  ami  bounties  and  clothing  not  to  be  allowed  to,. .  .  16 

4.  Troops,  how  long  to  be  enlisted  for,   16 

6.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  recommending  general  or- 
ganization and  training  of,   21 

6.  Appointment  of  comnnttoe  to  report  arrangement  of  troops 

to  be  embodied  for  defence  of  ihe  Colony,  and  rules  and 
regulations  for  government  of,  21,  69,  103 

7.  Letter  from  Delegates  in  Coniress  respecting  arming  and 

disciplining  of,  and  answer  of  Provincial  Coneress,  30,  32 

8.  Report  of  committee  relative  to  arrangement  of  Colonial  mi- 

litia,. 10-1,  114  to  116 

9.  Companies  of,  recommended  to  be  furnished  in  the  several  ci- 

ties, towns,  manors,  precincts  ami  districts officers  of,  how 
to  be  chosen  and  vacancies  filled,  and  minute  men  how  to 
be  selected  and  officered,  104,  114  to  116 

10.  Militia  bill,  114  to  116 

11.  Appointment  of  field  officers  of  Ulster  county  militia,   135 

12.  Draft  of  commission  to  oliicers  of.  Sic   141 

13.  Recommendation  to  colonels  of,  to  muster  their  men  at  conve- 

nient rendezvous,  when  required  by  any  public  alarm,  and 

to  erect  beacons,   177 

14.  Appointment  of  committee  to  revise  militia  law,  and  report 

of,  224,  22S,  230,  231 

15.  Determination  of  rank  of  officers  of,  in  the  several  Colo- 

nies 229,  230,  231 

16.  Letter  to  Continental  Congress,  respecting  expediency  of 

permitting  choice  of  officers  of,  by  Provincial  Congress  in 
certain  cases,    246 

17.  Appointment  of  committee  to  revise  laws  relating  lo,   .304 

1«-  Report  of,  305,  306 

19.  Letter  from  Provincial  Consress  to  the  several  colonels  of,  di- 
recting the  holding  of  their  regiments  in  readiness  to  march 

on  a  moment's  warning,.   337 

JiO.  Appointment  cf  committee  to  consider  the  state  ol',  and  pro- 
per disposition  for,   461 

1.  Report  of  said  committee,  and  proceedings  of  Provincial  Con- 
press  thereon,   478,479,  4H6,  487 

22.  Bcsolationi  of  Coatinental  Congress  for  the  raising  of  lein- 


MILITIA— CoNTiNUEP. 
forcement  of,  for  the  army  in  Canada,  and  nt  New-Y'ork  • 
quotas  of  the  several  eastern  aud  middle  States  and  of  ihe 
several  counties,   1,^2  483 

23.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  relative  to  thi;  rank  itid 

number  of,  for  the  reinforcement  of  the  army  at  Vi  'v- 

York,  ;  . 

24.  Resolutions  of  Convention,  ordering  into  service  at  the  Hi  h- 

laiids  and  at  PeckskiU,  one  fourth  of  the  militia  d'  \\  .■.,t. 
Chester,  Dutchess,  Orange  and  Ulster  counui-s,  ami 
ing  for  the  arrangement,  pay,  bounty  and  subsisleiu'e  . 

25.  Resolulion  of  Convention,  forming  tlie  militia  of  the  coumic-j 

of  Charlotte,  Cumberland  ami  Glimcester  into  two  sepui  aii; 
brigades;  appointment  ol  brigadier-generals,  '."ij 

26.  Resolution  of  (Convention,  exempting  troops  of  horse  from 

dralts  in,   

27.  Resolution  of  Convcnlion  relative  to  emoluments  in  

28.  Resolution  of  Convention,  for  punishment  of  neglect  of  duty, 

disobedience  to  orders,  or  resignation  of  olliccrs  of,  aud  for 
absence  or  desertion  of  men  drai'tcd  in,   567 

29.  Resolutions  of  Council  of  Sa/'ety  relative  to  emolument  of,  and 

for  the  reinforcement  of  the  northern  array  and  the  gaTi- 

son  at  the  Highlands,   1023 

30.  Resolution  of  Convention  for  the  more  effectual  obedience  01', 

to  their  commanding  officers,  ,  1071 

MILITIA  LAW.  (See  Militia,  10,  14,  17,  IS.) 

MILLER,  CHRISTOPHER. 
1.  Appointment  of',  as  captain-lieutenant  of  Capt.  Anthony  Kut- 

gers'  artillery  company,  in  the  city  of  New-York,   66 

MILLER.  ELIJAH. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  1st  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Thomas's  compa- 
ny, in  Col.  Drake's  regiment  of  militia,  at  I\ew-York,  ....  526 
MILLER,  MATTHI.VS  li. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  surgeon  to  Col.  David  Sutherland's  rcci- 

ment  of  militia,  ~ .  755 

MINUTE  MEN. 

1.  Provision  for  selection  and  command  of  104.  1 1 1  to  116 

2.  Appointment  of  field  olficers  for  two  regiments  of  minute  men 

in  Dutchess  county,   J35 

3.  Draft  of  commission  to,   ijo 

4.  Recommendation  to  officers  of,  to  fix  upon  some  convenient 

place  Ibr  rendezvous,  and  to  erect  beacons,   177 

(See  Westchester  County,  15,  25.  34,  40.) 
(See  Dutchess  County,  13,29.) 
(See  Orange  County,  20,  24.  2.5,  33,40,41,42.) 
(See  Ulster  County,  14,  16,21,  29,43.) 
(See  Suffolk  County,  33,  35,  38,  42,  57,  5S.) 
(See  Cumberland  County,  12.) 
CSee  Albany  County,  45.) 

6.  Letter  to  delegation  in  Continental  Congress,  respecting  pa}' 

of,   325 

7.  Letter  to  the  several  colonels  of  regiments  of,  to  be  in  readi- 

ness to  repair  to  the  defence  of  the  Colony   337 

(See  Swartwout,  Jacobus,  7,  8.) 

8.  Order  of  Provincial  Congress  relative  to  enlistment  into  llie 

Continental  service,  ol  men  bcloneing  to  regiments  of,. .. .  337 

9.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  declaring  regiments  of,  to 

be  under  the  command  of  brigadier-generals  of  miliiia... .  368 
(See  City  and  County  ol'  New- York,  137,  13?.; 
10.  Order  of  Committee  of  Safety  to  commanding  officers  of  the 
respective  corps  of,  to  permit  the  enlistment  of  men  from, 

into  the  several  Colonial  regiments,   .386 

(See  Humphrey,  Cornelius.) 

H.  Abolition  of  the  order  of,   479 

MITCHELL,  THOMAS. 
1.  Choice  of,  as  2d  lieutenant  in  Capt.  John  Sands'  company  of 

militia,  in  Queens  county,   173 

MOBS  AND  RIOTS. 

(See  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  16.) 
(See  General  Association,  4.) 
(See  Duer,  William,  3.) 
(See  Charlotte  County,  2.) 

1.  Resolutions  and  proceedings  of  committee  of  Cambridge,  Ho- 

sac  and  Bennington,  discountenancing,   147 

2.  Letter  from  Committee  of . -Safety  respecting,   147 

3.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  disapproving  of  certain 

riots  in  New.York  city,   491 

4.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Coneress,  authorizing  the  suppres- 

sion of,  by  calling  out  the  militia,   493 

(See  Ulster  County,  67.) 
MOFFAT,  THOMAS. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  major  to  Col.  Isaac  NicoU's  regiment,. . .  690 

MOHAWK  INDIANS. 
1.  Letters  and  documents  from  Albany  committee,  respcc'.incr 

disposition  and  proceedings  of,   24,  24 

MOHEGAN  INDIANS. 
1.  Receipt  of  letter  from  Joseph  Johnson,  an  Indian  preacher 

to,   75 


MONOPOLIES.  (See  Engrossing  and  Monopolies  ) 

MONTAUCK  POINT. 
1.  Letter  from  committees  of  East  and  South  Hampton  respect- 
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FACE. 

MONTAUCK  POINT— CoNTiNtTED. 
ing  exposed  situation  of,  and  adjacent  places,  attd  reiiuest- 

ing  troops  tor  defence  of,  Sec  "4,  To 

Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  comiuitlees  of  correspon- 
dence of  East  Hampton  and  Soutliuld,  enclosing  copy  of 
letter  from  Gen.  Washington  to  Gen.  Wooster,  informing 
of  the  sailing  of  men  of  war  from  lioston,  and  suggesting 

precautionary  measures  lor  detence  of,   95 

(See  Suffolk  County,  IS,  -21,  OS.) 
(See  Hulbert,  John,  3.) 
MONTGOMERY,  FORT.  (See  Highlands.) 
MONTGOMERY,  RICHARD. 
Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  recommending  appoint- 
ment of,  as  a  brigadier-general,    31 

Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Delegates  in  Continental 
Congress,  defining  the  requisite  qualiticatioas  for  a  gene- 
ral otficer,  and  recommending  as  above,  32,  33 

Appointment  of,  by  Continental  Congress,  as  a  brigadier-ge- 
neral,   63 

Letter  from,  requesting  t!ie  forwarding  of  military  stores,  and 
concerning  the  proceedings  of  certain  ofiicers  in  His  Majes- 
ty's service,  105,  106 

Answer  of  Provincial  Congress,    106 

Letter  from,  requesting  each  of  the  troops  forwarded  to  Ticon- 
deroga  may  be  furnished  with  a  certain  quantity  of  pow- 
der,   107 

Letter  from  Col.  Rudolphus  Ritzema,  detailing  the  attack  on 

Quebec,  and  death  of  General  Montgomery,  2S6,  2S7 

MONTREAL. 

Letter  from  Albany  committee,  respecting  hostile  proceed- 
ings of  Governor  of,   54 

MONTRESOR,  JOHN.  (See  Ustick,  William.) 
MOODIE,  ANDREW. 
Appointment  of,  as  adjutant  of  3d  regiment,  in  place  of  Adam 

Scheoler,   15?i 

Pay  of,  when  to  commence   158 

Directed  to  join  the  army  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Schuy- 
ler,   158 

Order  for  payment  of,  and  arrangements  respecting,   160 

MORRELL,  JOHN. 
Letter  from  committee  of  safety  of  New'.nirg  and  New-Wind- 
sor, and  affidavits  respecting  conduct  of,  in  opposition  to 

the  liberties  of  the  American  Colonies,  81,  82 

Sent  by  Committee  of  Safety  as  prisoner,  to  Col.  McDougall's 

camp     82 

Liberation  of;  letter  of  Provincial  Congress  to  committees  of 

Newburgh  and  New- Windsor,  and  admonition  to,   93 

MORRIS,  GOUVERNEUR. 
Election  of,  as  a  Delegate  to  represent  this  State  in  Con- 
gress,   931 

Letter  from,  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  New-Hampshire 

Grants,   1011 

Re<iQisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,   1073 

MORRIS,  LEAVIS. 
Appointed  brigadier-general  of  the  militia  of  Westchester 

county,   482 

Directed  to  march  the  men  drafted  from  the  militia  in  his 

brigade  to  the  raouth  of  Croton  river,   541 

Directed  to  take  possession,  with  his  whole  bngade,  of  such 
part  of  the  Sound  and  Hudson's  river  as  he  may  think  most 

exposed  to  the  enemy,   566 

Resolution  of  Convention,  requesting  return  of,  from  his 
seat  in  Congress,  and  the  resumption  of  the  command  of 

his  brigade,   672 

Answer  of,     -   654 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  relative  to  the  same  sub- 
ject,  •   666 

Vote  of  thanks  to,  for  his  long  and  faithful  services  as  a  Dele- 
gate from  this  State  in  Continental  Congress,   931 

MORRIS.  LEWIS,  Jr. 
Appointed  brigade-major  of  the  militia  of  Westchester  coun- 

ty   482 

MORRISON,  MALCOM. 
Appointment  of,  as  major  in  regiment  of  minute  men  in 

Dutchess  county   135 

Resignation  of,  and  recommendation  of  Henry  Ludenton  in 

place  of,    351 

Letter  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,  enclosing  petition  of 
Archibald  Campbell,  of  Pauling's  precinct,  in  Dutchess 
county,  complaining  of  forcible  outrages  committed  upon 

his  property   352 

Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  payment  of  batta- 
lion of  minute  men,  commanded  by,  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,   441 

MEYER,  JOHN. 

Chosen  1st  lieutenant  in  beat  No.  29,   150 

(See  Petitions,  51.) 
MORRIS,  RICHARD. 
Appointment  of,  as  judge  of  the  high  court  of  admiralty,. . . .  550 

Declension  of,  353,  554 

MOSS,  CAPT.  ISAAC. 
Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  pay  and  subsis- 


PAcr. 

MOSS,  CAPT.  ISAAC— Continued. 
tence  of  company  of  rangers  commamled  by,  in  Charlotte 

county,   822 

MULFORD,  COL.  DAVID. 

1.  Statement  of  regiment  of,  in  Suffolk  county,   339 

MULFORD,  JOB. 

1.  Appointment  of  as  adjutant  of  4th  regiment,   09 

(See  Livingston,  Peter  Van  Brugh,  12.) 

MURRAY,  LINDLEY  AND  ROBERT. 
1.  Bond  of,  for  the  erection  of  salt  works,  and  requisition  on 

Treasurer  in  favour  of,   j^g 

MURRAY,  ROBERT  AND  JOHN. 

1.  Proceedings  relating  to  case  of,  referred  to  Provincial  Con- 

gress by  Continental  Congress,   34 

2.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  restoring  them  to  their 

commercial  privileges  and  the  Ibrgivcuess  of  llie  pubUc,. ,  33 

3.  Commissary  authorised  to  purchase  certain  articles  of.   'J7 

4.  Letter  from  commissary,  respecting  negotiations  for   O'.l 

5.  Letter  to  committee  ol  Elizabethlowii,  respecting,   J9 

MURRAY,  SANSO:\r,  MURRAY  &  CO. 

(See  Ships  and  Vessels,  1.) 
MURRAY,  SANSOM  Sc  CO. 
1.  Intercepted  letter  from,  to  Rodgers  Townsend,  merchant,  of     •  • 
Goshen,  and  order  of  Cuniiniuce  of  Sat'ely.  for  t.iking 
and  securing  property  of,  within  this  State,  and  returning 

an  inventory  thereol,   7;  9 

MUSKETS. 

1.  Consultation  with  Henry  Watkeys  respecting  making  of,  and 

resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon,  30,41 

2.  Letter  from  Robert  Ei^yd  respecting  making  of,   'M 

3.  Order  of  Provincial  Congress  lor  transmission  of,  from  the 

ditl'erent  counties,  to  committee  of  oily  01'  New- York   57 

4.  Agreement  with  Messrs,  Watkeys  and  Boyd,   ('2 

5.  Order  for  reduction  in  length  of,  &c   75 

(See  New-York,  26,  31.) 

6.  Proposition  by  Committee  of  Safety,  for  procuring  of,  from 

New-Jersey,   S5 

7.  Agreement  with  Cornelius  Atlierton  for  the  making  of,  and 

bayonets,    221,  246 

S.  Approval  and  adoption  of  said  contract,  by  Provincial  Con- 
gress, and  order  lor  advances  of  money  thereon,. .  .221,  222,  'MG 
9.  Advertisement  lor  proposals  for  manufacture  of,  by  Commit- 
tee of  Safety   393 

10.  Contract  with  Thaddeus  Noble  for  making  of,  and  requisition 

on  Treasurer  in  I'avour  of,  421,.")5^|  554 

11.  Directions  fur  purchase  of,  for  use  of  soldiers,   105,  456 

MUSTER-MASTERS. 
1.  Jacobus  Swartwout,  Col.  Phineas  Fanning,  David  Melford. 

and  Timothy  Earle  appointed  by  Provincial  Congress,  as,  70 
(See  Holmes,  James.) 

(See  Lent,  Peter.) 
(See  Clinton,  James.) 
/  (See  Van  Cortlandt,  Philip.)  ,  ,, 

'  (See  Cooper,  Gilbert.) 

(See  Wynkoop,  Cornelius  D.) 
MUSTER  ROLLS. 

1.  Of  second  regiment,  returned  and  filed,   108 

2.  Of  Capt.  Rufus  Herrick's  company   112 

3.  Of  Capt.  Andrew  Billings'  company,   112 

4.  Of  CapL  Lewis  Dubois's  company,   112 

5.  Of  Capt.  Henry  B.  Livingston's  company,   112 

]\. 

NASSAU  ISLAND. 

(See  New-York  City  and  County,  107.) 
(See  Tories,  2^.) 
(See  Washington,  George,  56.) 
(See  General  OHicers,  6.) 

1.  Resolutions  of  Convention,  relative  to  the  removal  of  the 

stock  Irom,   533,  534.  588 

2.  Appointment  of  i-lficers  of  the  troops  to  be  raised  for  that 

purpose,   534 

3.  Letters  to  Delegation  in  Congress,  and  to  Gen.  Washington, 

respecting  the  protection  and  disposition  of  the  stock  on,.  .534 

4.  Landing  of  British  troops  at,  '. .  535 

5.  Appointment  of  committee  to  confer  with  Gen.  Washington 

relative  to  the  state  of,   593 

(See  Woodhull,  Nathaniel.) 
(See  Connecticut,  49,  50,  51.) 
(See  Long  Island.) 

6.  Appointment  of  committee  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  ob- 

taining a  reimhursemeDt  of  the  moneys  paid  by  this  State 

for  the  transportation  of  stock,  and  eifecls  from,   789 

NATURALIZATION  OF  FOREIGNERS. 
1.  Proceedings  of  Convention,  in  framing  a  constitution  relative 

to,  851,  .Si2.  853, 

8C0,  861,  862 

NAUTILUS,  SHIP.  (See  Lott,  Abraham,  7.) 
NAVIGATION,  OBSTRUCTION  OF. 

(See  Hudson  River.) 
(See  East  River.) 
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IJEGBOES.  (See  Queens  County,  14.) 

NEW-BRUNSWICK.        .        ^  . 
1  letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  requesting  return  of 

■     powder  loaned,  &.C...  ••••••• 

t.  Vtna  from  John  Denms,  transmitting  supplies  of  powder,. . 

KEWBURGH  AND  NEW  WINDSOR. 

(See  Orange  County,  7,  9.) 
NEWFOUNDLAND  FISHERY. 
J  j{j5olutiou  of  Provincial  Congress,  prohibiting  vessels  from 
any  British  port,  sending  to,  to  load  certain  articles  of  pro- 
visions, &c  

NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 
J.  Letter  to  committee  of  correspondence  for  Colony  of,  respect- 
ing the  fortress  of  Ticonderoga,  

2.  Quotas  of  militia  of,  directed  by  Continental  Congress  to  be 
"     raised  in,  for  the  reinforcement  of  the  army  in  Canada, 

and  at  New-York,   4S2 

3.  Movement  of  militia  of,  to  join  the  grand  array,   671 

i.  Bcsolution  of  committee  ol  Safety,  requesting  general  court 

of,  to  advance  money  to  Egbert  Benson,  an  agent  for  so- 
liciting the  reception  of  prisoners  by,   708 

(See  Wheelock,  John.; 
5.  Letter  from  chairman  of  Committee  of  Safety  of,  informing 
of  the  number  of  militia  sent  from  that  State,  to  reinforce 

the  northern  army,   1041 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE  GRANTS. 
1.  Letter  from  William  Duer  and  committee  of  Manchester,  in 
Charlotte  county,  respecting  combination  of  people  on,  to 

stop  courts  of  justice  at  Fort  Edward   71,  72 

(See  Green  Mountain  Boys,  3,6.) 
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XEW-yORK,  CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF— Continued. 
'  Jilaerica,  communicated  to  committee  ol',  lor  detailed  in-  106, 
formation  respecting,   1S7 

Rtsolution  of  Continental  Congress,  recommending  Provin- 
cial Congress  to  take  possession  ol  blankets  and  slurls  re- 
msining  io  the  King's  stores  in,  and  forward  tlie  same,  or 
as  many  as  may  be  necessary,  to  Gen.  bchuyler,  for  tlie 
use  of  his  army ;  letter  from  Provincial  Congress  relating 
thereto,  KsS,  190  107- 

Eiaminations  of  Thomas  Pearsall  and  Peter  T.  Curlenius, 
relative  to  the  raising  of  the  price  of  certain  goods  refer- 
red to  committee  of,  for  inquiry,  fee  193,  195 

Anonymous  letter  from  Philadelphia,  infortiiing  of  the  pro-  lOS 
bable  destruction  of,  and  ottering  to  prepare  hre  vessels 
for  defence  of,   200 

Letter  from  Cornelius  Clopper,  one  of  Delegates  from,  to  109 
Provincial  Congress,  resigning  his  otfice,   200 

Letter  from  President  of  Continental  Congress  to  Provincial 
Congress,  requesting  supply  of  arms  to  troops  raised  in 
New-Jersey  for  defence  of,  to  be  sent  to  Lord  Stirling,..    202  110 

Letter  from  Theodorus  Van  W'yck,  one  of  the  Delegates 

electedfor,  to  Provincial  Congress,  excusing  his  non-alten-  111. 
dance,   203 

Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  to  second  Provincial  Con-  1 12 

gress,  ;   208 

Doorkeeper  ordered  to  wait  upon  Deputies  from,  and  desire  113, 
them  to  take  their  seats  in  Provincial  Congress,  or  assign 
reasons  for  non-attendance,   20S 

Recommendation  by  general  committee  of  William  Leary  as  114 
town-major,  and  appointment  of,   209 

Recommendation  by  general  committee  of  Peter  Pra  Van 

Zandt  as  first  major,  and  Patrick  Welsh,  adjutant,  of  re-  115 
giment  of  militia  in,   209 

Petition  of  general  committee  of,  relative  to  seizure  of  types 

in,  by  a  body  of  troops  from  a  neighbouring  Colony ;  ap-  116 
pointment  of  committee  thereon,   210 

Report  of  committee,  and  proceedings  thereon,   213 

Letter  to  Governor  of  Connecticut  respectinj  213,214  IIT 

Application  of  committee  of,  for  loan  of  money  trom  Provin- 
cial Congress;  order  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon,   227 

Commissions  ordered  to  otiicers  of  Col.  Heyer's  regiment  118 
and  battalion,  in,   227 

Proceedings  in  Case  of  John  Blackler,  referred  by  committee 
of,  to  Provincial  Congress   227,  22S,  229 

Appointment  of  committee  to  purchase,  arm  and  lit  out  a  119. 
proper  vessel  to  be  maintained  in  the  East  river  or  Sound, 
to  prevent  persons  inimical  the  liberlies  of  Ihe  American  120 
Colonies  from  supplying  the  ministerial  army  and  navy  121 
with  provisions,   22S  122. 

Committee  of  Safety  authorized  to  apply  £1,000  to  relief  of 
indigent  poor  in,   231 

Information  communicated  by  committee  ol,  to  Provincial  123, 
Congress,  relative  to  supposed  importation  of  .British 
goods  from  St.  Eustatia   239  124, 

Return  of  otlicers  of  beat  No.  13,  in,   242 

Kf  turn  of  officers  of  beat  No.  14,  in,   243  125. 

Information  of  condition  of  reciments  of  Cols.  Lasher,  Hey- 

*r,  and  Lott,  communicated  to  Provincial  Congress,  arid  126. 
order  for  rcsular  supplies  of  powder,   214 

Proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  in  the  case  of  Benjamin  127 
James,  chosen  captain  of  one  of  the  militia  companies  in,  128. 
and  refusing  to  subscribe  declaration,   246 

Order  for  arrest  of  Alexander  Leslie,  on  charge  of  traitor- 
ous correspondence  with  enemy,   2.52  129. 

Troops  of  Lord  Stirling  directed  to  be  stationed  in,  and  Gar- 
ret Roorback  appointed  hrirrack-master  2.54,  253 

Letter  from  Committee  of  .^alety  to  Maj.  Gen.  Lee,  relative 

to  apprehended  march  of  troops  of,  to,  and  answer  of  Ge-  130. 
neral  Lee,   2.58  266 

Appointment  of  committee  for  employment  of  industrious  131 
poor  in,  in  spinning  and  manufactures,  and  appropriation 
therefor,   264 

Communication  by  sub-committee  of,  relative  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  organizing  a  regiment  for  defence  and  protection  132. 
of  the  city,  in  lieu  of  the  mililiry  night  watch  ;  and  to  the 
lading  of  vessels  without  certificates   264  133. 

Appointment  of  Capt.  William  Merceir  to  superintend  lad- 
ing of  such  vessels,  and  provision  for  payment  of,   267 

Resolutions  of  Provincial  Coneress,  relative  to  supply  of 
provisions  for,  A;c   269 

Arrangements  for  reception  of  Maj.  Gen.  Lee,  on  his  arrival  134. 
   270 

Proceedings  of  committee  of  Continental  Consrcss,  appoint-  135. 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  expc  Jition  of  Gen. 
Lee,  for  defence  of,  and  order  for  admission  with  his 
troops   277,  278 

Letter  from  Col.  Waterbury,  relative  to  accommodation  of 

Gen.  Lee's  troops   278  136. 

Application  from  sub.commitlee  of,  relative  to  the  exporta- 
tion cf  flaxseed  in  exchanse  for  powder,  and  to  the  exa-  137. 
mination  and  inspection  of  such  exports,  2S0,  281 

Order  for  certificate  for  amount  in  value  of  Isaac  Gover-  13^. 
neur's  exports   2.^1  139. 

Employment  of  John  Ramsey,  in  the  manufacture  of  linen  140. 
and  tow  cloth  in,  2M,  282 

Direction  for  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  wood,  to  the  141. 
becessiious  poor  in,   282  ' 
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NE\y-YORK,  CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF-Continued. 
Examination  and  proceedinas  of  Comiuiuce  of  .Safely  on  re- 
ceipt of  int'orniation  of  the  arrival  of  transports  in  the 
harbour  of,  with  Gen.  Clinton  and  liritish  uoops  ;  confe- 
rences with  Hon.  Hut;h  Wallace  and  mayor,  rclalive  to 
the  apprehended  arrival  of  Uritish  troops;  and  iirran"e- 
nients  with  committee  of  Continental  Congress  and  CJen. 

Lee,  for  the  protection  and  defence  nf  ihe  city,  2S'2  2*3 

Conference  between  Committee  of  .'^afety,  General  Lee.'nmr' 
committee  of  Continental  Congress,  relative  to  th.'  i-rcc- 
ticn  of  fortifications  on  Nassau  island  and  near  Hell.^atc 

for  the  protection  of,  ^.  _   '  .>,j^ 

Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  to  Committee  of  Hnlti.  ~ 
ty,  respecting  application  for  provisions  for  ship  Asia 

sic.  and  answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,  .'  ..^^ 

Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety,  authorizing  Gen.  Lee  to 
call  to  his  aid  the  minute  men  of  the  Colony,  in  addition 
to  Lord  Stirling's  and  the  two  Continental  regiments,  lor 

the  defence  ot   2.?S 

Accounts  for  wood  and  necessaries  for  the  poor  in,  audited 

and  allowed,   o^.^ 

Appointment  of  Richard  Norwood  as  commissary  of  military 

stores  in,   opQ 

Appropriation  of  i.'200  for  the  purchase  and  distribution  of 

provisions,  Jcc.  for  the  poor  of,    Qpo 

General  committee  of,  directed  to  cause  the  place  of  seven 
Delegates  in  Provincial  Coniress  who  have  not  taken  their 

seats,  to  be  supplied  by  election   ojS 

Permission  to  His  INIajesty's  council,  the  magistrates  of  the 
city,  and  sundry  other  otlicers  to  goon  board  His  Excellen- 
cy Gov.  Tryon's  ship,   oog 

.  Preparations  for  the  reception  and  accommodation  of  troops 
expected  from  neighbouring  counties  and  Colonies  for  de- 

fence  of,    3,3] 

.  Permission  to  David  Mathews,  mayor  elect,  with  other  ma- 
gistrates, to  go  on  board  the  Dutchess  of  Gordon,  on  pub- 
lic business  with  the  Governor   3n-> 

Proposition  of  Gen.  Lee,  to  stop  the  channel  of  the  East 
river,  between  the  city  and  Nutten  island,  so  as  not  to  ad- 
mit line  of  battle  ships  ;  referred  to  military  comiriittce  . .  307 
Report  of  committee  thereon  ;  and  order  of  Provincinl  Con- 
gress, respecting  communication  between  inhabitants  of, 
and  British  ships  of  war,  and  the  supply  of  provisions 

therefor,  &c   ;jy>i  3Qg 

Appointment  of  Elias  Nexen  as  portmaster  of;  and  salary  ' 

of,    309 

Return  of  election  of  Deputies  in  Provincial  Congress  for.  .  314 

Keturn  of  olficers  elected  in  militia  company  in,   ijig 

Appointment  of  Jolin  Tarper,  as  ovtrseer  or  wagon  master 
of  cartnien  employed  for  the  service  of  the  Continental 

troops  in,      ^irj 

Letter  from  Wm.  Leary.  town  major,  praying  for  compens.T- 

tion,  itc.  proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon,.  321  361 
Proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  relative  to  the  establish-  ' 

ment  of  a  hospital  in   323.327 

Proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  respecting  the  erection 

of  works  southwest  of  Trinity  church,   303 

Direction  for  establishment  of  a  store  house  or  magazine  for 

military  stores  in,   3-25 

Direction  for  c=;tablisliment  of  a  store  house  for  bread,   32? 

Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress  prohibiting  all  obstruciion 
in  the  supply  of  provisions  to  inhabitants  of,  and  m 

Continental  army,   229 

Information  communicated  to  Provincial  Congress  by  port- 
master,  of  the  seizure  of  Gov.  Tryon's  servants  ;  and  of 
the  inetticiency  of  his  power  to  enforce  the  directions  of 

Congress,   333 

Instructions  to  barrack  master  relative  to  the  proper  accom- 
modation of  troops  and  o/hcers  arriving  in   339 

Directions  to  Captain  William  Mercier,  to  take  elfectual 

measures  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  salt  from,   313 

(See  Lee,  Charles.) 
(See  Stirling,  Lord.) 
Requisition  on  Treasurer,  in  favour  of  John  Ramsey,  for 

employme"t  of  industrious  poor  in   3,45 

Petition  of  liobcrt  linhinson  and  iNIicliacI  Price.  merchanTs 
of,  testifying  their  contrition  for  selling  gooils  at  an  ad- 
vanced price,  in  violation  of  the  orders  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  and  requesting  a  resolution  to  favour;  certificate 

granted  by  Provincial  Congress   349 

Regulations  agreed  to,  between  Lord  Stirling  and  committee 

of  Provincial  Congress,  for  defence  of,   3ti0  361 

Resolution  of  Continental  Congress  requesting  the  Gover- 
nor of  Connecticut,  and  the  Conventions,  /^tc.  of  New- York 
and  New-Jersey,  to  hold  their  militia  in  readiness  to  march 
to  defence  of,  whenever  desired  by  Continental  com- 
mander,  370,  375 

Return  of  election  of  Elias  Brevoort  as  captain  in  the  third 

regimentin,   370 

Offer  of  service  of  second  battalion  on  regiment  in,  as  mi- 
nute men   372 

Acceptance  of,  and  terms  of  engagement,   373 

Return  of  cannon  in,  fit  for  service,  ic   374,  375 

Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  directing  sundry  bat- 
talions to  repair  to,  &c   375 

Directions  for  furnishing  sundry  artillery  stores  for  defence 
of,    376 
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NEW-VORK,  CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF— Continued. 

142.  Appointment  of  Brig.  General  Thompson,  to  take  command 

in,   

143.  Permission  to  Jacobus  Van  Zandtnnd  Isaac  Scars,  to  export 

produce  from,  in  exchange  for  military  stores  imported  by, 
from  Amsterdam,   380 

144.  Appointment  of  committee  to  muster  troops  at  the  fortifica- 

tions at  Hell  Gate  and  Horn's  Hook,   383 

145.  Leads  ordered  to  be  taken  from  the  window  cases  of  the 

City  Hall,  and  from  the  E.xchange  in,  for  the  public  ser- 
vice  384,  511 

146.  Letter  from  Brig.  Gen.  Thompson  to  Committee  of  Satety, 

respecting  protection  of  furniture  belonging  to  persons 
leaving  the  city,   393 

147.  General  committee  of,  authorized  to  permit  the  exportation 

of  bar  iron,   397 

14S.  Conference  with  Col  Mifflin,  quarter-mastcr-general,  rela- 
tive to  accommodations  for  troops  in;  and  order  of  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  thereon,   399,  400 

149.  College  buildings  converted  into  barracks,   400 

150.  Request  of  Gen.  Washington  for  the  suppression  of  taverns 

and  tippling  houses  in,  as  tending  to  debauch  the  soldiery ; 
and  order  of  Committee  of  Safety  therefor,   40S 

151.  Directions  to  Alexander  Moncrief,  to  receive  into  his  custo- 

dy prisoners  committed  by  order  of  general  committee  of,  412 

152.  Recommendation  of  Gen.  Washington  for  the  establish- 

ment of  signals  to  give  information  of  the  approach  of  the 
enemy;  and  the  appointment  of  corps  of  minute  or  militia 
men,  to  repair  to  such  stations  on  any  alarm   412 

153.  Instructions  to  Alexander  iMoncricf,  relative  to  custody  of 

prisoners  committed  to  charge  of,  and  to  the  police  of  the 
prison,    416,417 

156.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  ordering  return  of  in- 

habitants of,  to  the  city,  and  prohibiting  all  persons  from 
departing  from,  without  permission  ;  reconsideration  of,  438, 

466 

157.  Kames  and  credentials  of  Delegates  from,  to  the  third  Pro- 

vincial Congress,    448 

158.  Letter  from  Gen.  Putnam  to  Provincial  Congress,  informing 

of  the  inoculation  of  sundry  persons  in,  for  the  smallpox, 
by  Doctor  Betts  ;  general  committee  of,  directed  to  inves- 
tigate the  matter,  <tc   459 

159.  Report  of  committee;  and  order  of  Provincial  Congress 

thereon,    461 

160.  Report  of  committee  respecting  the  appeal  of  Andrew  Gau- 

tier,  Jr.  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,  on  charge  of  refusing 
to  receive  in  payment  the  Continental  paper  money  ;  order 
for  appearance  of  said  Gautier,   461 

161.  Report  of  committee  respecting  the  conviction  of  Thomas 

Harriot,  on  a  similar  charge ;  and  order  for  commitment 

of  said  Harriot,   465 

Return  of  election  of  officers  in  the  out  ward,  in,   469 

Resolution  of  committee  of,  prohibiting  the  demand  of  gold 

or  silver  in  preference  to  Continental  hills   470 

Examination  on  appeal  of  Andrew  Gautier  from  decision  of 
general  committee  of,  on  charge  of  refusing  Continental 
money ;  and  order  of  Provincial  Congress  pardoning  and 

absolving  him  from  said  office,   473,  474,  473 

List  of  tories  in,  and  resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress  re- 
specting proceedings  against,   476,  475 

Examination  on  appeal  of  Thomas  Harriot,  from  decision 
of  general  comraiileeof,  on  charge  of  having  refused  Con- 
tinental money ;  decision  confirmed   4SS 

Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  tavour  of  the  justices  and  vestry- 
men in,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  poor  in,   489 

Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress  disapproving  of  certain 
riotous  and  disorderly  conduct  towards  the  tories  in;  and 

authorizing  suppression  of,   -191,  492 

Letter  from  Lieut.  Davidson,  on  board  the  armed  schooner 
Gen.  Schuyler,  informing  of  the  sailing  of  General  Howe, 

■with  the  British  fleet  from  Hallil'ax,  for   509 

Adjournment  of  Provincial  Congress,  and  order  for  removal 
of  public  treasures,  records  and  military  stores  from  to 
White  Plains,  in  Westchester  county,  in  apprehension  of 

an  attack  on  the  city,   512 

Appointment  of  committee  to  report  the  proper  places  for 
the  reception  and  means  of  support  of  the  poor  inhabitants 
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Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  fourth  Provin- 
cial Congress,  at  White  Plains,   519 

Resolution  of  Convention,  authorizing  the  abandonment  of, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Commander-in-Chief;  and  the  with- 
drawal of  the  troops  from,  to  the  north  side  of  King's 
Bridge   524 

Resolution  of  Convention  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
provisions  from  the  port  of,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture  of 
vessel  and  cargo,   537 

Letter  from  committee  of,  complaining  of  the  high  prices  at 
which  Bohea  tea  is  sold  in,   553 

Letter  from  committee  of,  complaining  of  the  inolliciency  of 
the  police  in,   553 

Genera!  committee  of,  directed  to  furnish  Gen.  Washington 
with  the  telescope  belonging  to  the  college  at;  and  resolu- 
tions of  Convention  for  indemnifying  the  governors  of  the 
eoUege  therefor,   556,  559 

Letter  from  committee  of,  respecting  the  right  of,  to  elect 
Representatives  from,   557 


NEW-YORK,  CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF— Contincec. 

178.  List  of  honses  in,  authorized  to  be  employed  for  the  use  of 

the  general  hospital,   06^ 

179.  Letter  from  Gen.  Washington, recommendingthe  removal  of 

the  women  and  children  from  ;  and  resolutions  of  Conven- 
tion therefor  ;  and  for  the  relief  of  the  indigent  and  inlirm 
inhabitants  of,  .\   gyg 

180.  Letter  to  General  Washington  respecting  rumour  of  the 

burning  ol',   584,  568 

181.  Order  for  removal  of  the  post  office  from,  to  some  convenient 

place  near  Dobb's  Ferry,  in  Westchester  county,   C02 

182.  Resolution  of  Convention  authorizing  Gen.  Wasliinstim  to 

cause  all  the  bells  in  thechurches  and  other  public  edifices 
in,  to  be  taken  down  and  vcmoveil  to  Newark,  in  New-Jer- 
sey, to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  enemy's  hamls,   GIO 

183.  Resolution  of  Convention  authorizing  Committee  of  Safety 

and  correspondence  in,  to  take  from  the  doors  of  the 
houses  in,  the  brass  knockers,  and  Ibrward  the  same  to 
Newark,   613 

184.  Evacuation  of,  by  the  American  army,   629 

185.  Intelligence  of  a  great  fire  at,   641 

186.  Letter  from  Gen.  Washington,  containing  a  particular  ac- 

count of  the  mananivres  of  the  enemy  on  their  landing,  at 
and  of  the  behaviour  of  our  troops,  &c   643 

187.  Appointment  of  committee  to  inquire  relative  to  the  safety 

and  preservation  of  the  records  of,   692 

188.  Loan  office  books  and  seal  of,  directed  to  be  delivered  to 

Treasurer,  in  consequence  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office,  &lc.  699 

189.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  for  moneys  advanced  on  the  re- 

moval of  the  poor  inhabitants  from,   729 

190.  Letter  from  chairman  of  Westchester  committee,  relative  to 

the  disposition  of  poor  sent  from,  Jcc   767 

191.  Examination  of  Mrs.  Hannah  White,  wife  of  Sergeant 

White,  of  Col.  JlcDougall's  regiment,  relative  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  British  troops  and  Hessians  in,  ice   788.  789 

192.  Requisitions  on  Treasurer  lor  support  of  indigent  inhabitants 

of,   S05,  903 

193.  Appointment  of  Representatives  in  Assembly  lor,    918 

NICHOLSON,  GEORGE,  (See  Cornell,  John.) 

1.  Letter,  on  request  of,  to  Delegates  in  Congress  from  Mary- 

land, respecting,   148,149 

2.  Answer  of  Maryland  Delegates  ■. .  ....  155 

3.  Petition  of,  setting  forth  his  former  employment  as  a  surgeon 

and  officer  in  the  East  India  service,  and  praying  for  em- 
ployment or  relief,   156 

4.  Letter  from,  requesting  recommendatory  letters,  as  a  cadet, 

&C.   159 

5.  Order  for  payment  of  money  to,   160 

NICHOLSON  JOHN. 
1.  Letter  from,  informing  of  the  enlistment  of  a  company  of 
seventy-two  men;  and  answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,  di- 
recting him  to  return  said  company  to  Col,  Clinton,   8,'! 

NICHOLSON,  MAJ.  GEORGE, 
1.  Application  of,  for  aid  in  the  removal  of  the  baggage  of  the 
cadet  company  under  his  command,  and  of  the  French  re- 
fugees    885 

NICOLL,  COL.  ISAAC. 

1,  Field  officers  of  regiment  of  minute  men  of,  in  Oranee  coun- 

ty,  238 

2,  Letter  from,  transmitting  returns  of  officers  in  Captain  Htt- 

field's  company  of  minute  men   2.38 

(See  Highlands,) 

3,  Permission  to,  to  retire  from  service  at  the  Highlan.is  :  and 

vote  of  thanks  to   435 

4,  Appointment  ol",  as  colonel  of  regiment  of  militia  in  Orange 

county     528 

5,  Certificate'  of  balance  due  on  muster  rolls  of,  for  bounty  of 

his  regiment,  and  requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  cf,  .  .  723 

NIXON,  ELIAS.  (See  New- York  City,  59.) 

NORBERG,  CAPT.  JOHN. 
1.  Memorial  Of,  &e.  and  permission  to  repair  to  Great  Britain 

for  the  recovery  of  his  health,   220 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

1.  Intercepted  letter  from  Gen.  Gage  to  Governor  of,   .57 

2.  Intercepted  letter  from  Gov.  Martin  to  Henry  White,   (i« 

(See  Jlartm  Joseph.) 
NORTHERN  ARMY. 

(See  Gales  Horatio.) 
(See  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point.) 
(See  Continental  Congress,  225.) 
NORWOOD,  RICHARD. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  commissary  of  military  stores,  in  and  for 

the  city  and  county  of  New- York ;  and  directions  to,   290 

2.  Directed  to  receive  from  Col.  Waterbury,  the  arms  taken  from 

sundry  disaffected  persons  in  Westchester  county,  to  be 
appraised  and  described   321 

3.  To  deliver  arms  to  Col.  McDousrall,   335 

4.  To  take  charge  of  pow  der  purchased  of  Nicholas  Low,   348 

o. 

OAKES  THOMAS,  Jr. 
1.  Employed  as  a  tinman  at  Ticonderoga,  tinder  commnnd  of 

Gen.  Schuyler,   128 
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O^KtEY,  PHEBE. 
1   P»iiUon  an.l  allidavits  ol",  Sec.  complaiiung  of  robbery  and 
pluuder  ol'  eilects  of,  by  Captain  I'ord  and  his  company,  of 
Col.  Brewer's  regiment ;  resolutions  ot  Committee  of  gaie- 
ty thereon  ;  and  letter  to  Maj.  Uen.  lieath,  directing  the 
apprehension  and  detention  of  said  Tord,  ...  731,  732,  733,  754 
OATH  OF  ALLEGIANCE. 
1  Prnrpedin''s  of  Convention,  in  framing  constitution  respect- 

ineV-.r  •  •   851,852,353 

.(SeeTryon  County,2S.) 
OATH  OF  SECRECY. 

1  Form  of,  to  be  administered  to  members  and  otiicers  of  Pro- 

vincial Congress,  and  to  all  persons  employed  by,  . .  . .  116,  117 

2  Bcsolutions  of  Convention  absolvmg  irom,  and  directing  all 

matters  of  secrecy  to  be  charged  upon  the  honour  of  mem- 
bers respectively,   560 

O'CONNER,  JOHN. 

1.  Directed  to  appear  before  Committee  of  Safety,   153 

2.  Examination  of,  respecting  certain  proceedings  of  Guy  and 

Sir  John  Johnson ;  and  discliarged,   154 

OFFICERS.  (See  General  Officers.) 

(See  Battalions.) 
(See  Arrangement,  Major-General,  Captains,  &c.) 
(See  Brigadier-General.) 

1.  Draft  of  warrant  from  Provincial  Congress  to  officers  of 

troops  to  be  raised,  and  instructions  accompanying  for  the 
enlistment  of  men,     57 

2.  Report  of  committee  to  wait  upon,   59 

3.  Arrangement  of  battalions  and  oilicers  thereof,.   62 

4!  Committee  to  determine  ranli  of  captains  and  inferior  otiicers 

of  the  several  regiments,   6  3 

5.  Provision  for  election  and  appointment  of,  in  the  several  cora- 

Danies  of  militia  ;  and  mode  of  such  election,  1L)4, 114  to  116, 
^  147 

6.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress  respecting  pay  of,   105 

7.  Draft  of  commissioners  to,   141 

8.  Choice  of,  in  Great  Neck  and  Cow  Neck,  Queens  county,. . .  173 
9  Return  of,  in  Captain  Stephen  Brinckerholi's  company,   229 

(See  Orange  County,  20,  24.  27,  28,  31,  32,  33,  35,  37,  39, 

41,64,  C5,  66,  72.) 
(See  Dutchess  County,  13,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  29,  30.) 
(See  Ulster  County,  14,  16,  17,  21,  2i,  30,  33,  34,  37,  38, 

40,  43,  54,81.) 
(See  "Westchester  County,  9, 12,  15, 24,  28,  34,  36,  37,  40.) 

10.  Determination  of  rank  of,  in  the  several  counties,   229,  230 

(See  Sullblk  County,  33.) 
(See  Cumberland  County,  12,  13,  14,  15,  19.) 

11.  Letter  to  Delegation  in  Continental  Congress, respecting  pay- 

ment of  billeting  money  to,  iVc   245, 24b 

12  Letter  to  Delegation  in  Continental  Congress,  respecting 

choice  of,  in  certain  cases,   -46 

(See  Suflblk  County,  3S,  39,  40, 42,  43,  44,  57,  58.) 
(See  Charlotte  County,  6.  7.) 
(See  Albany  County,  45.) 
(See  City  and  County  of  New- York,  121.) 
(See  New-York  llaltalions,  6.) 
(See  Kings  County,  12.) 

OFFICERS. 

13.  Memorial  of  Captain  Daniel  Grillin,  Jno.  Johnson,  and  thir- 

teen others  of  the  northern  army,  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Colonies,  by  appointment  of  this  Colony,  respect- 
ing pay  and  rations  ;  disposition  of,   317 

14.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  recommending  prefe- 

rence in  choice  of,  of  new  levies  engaged  in  the  last  Cana- 
dian campaign,   318 

(See  GrenncI,  Captain  John,  7.) 
(See  Bellinger  Peter,  1.) 

15.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Cou^rc^s  relative  to  the  rank  and 

nnmber  of,  for  the  reinforcement  of  the  army  at  New- 
York   487 

IC.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  declaring  military  offi- 
cers ineligible  to  a  seat  in,   495 

17.  List  of,  in  Col.Malcom's  regiment   .506 

38.  Letter  from  Convention  to  Continental  Congress,  relative  to 
nomination  of,  for  additional  regiment,  for  the  reinforce- 
ment of  the  army  at  New- York,   520 

19.  Memorial  of,  complaming  of  improper  appomtmcnts  by  Con- 

gress, &.C     ■ 

20.  Letter  from  Convention  to  Continental  Congress,  transmitting 

sundry  resolution?  of,   522 

21.  Resolutions  of  Convention  for  punishment  of  neglect  of  duty 

or  disobedience  of  orders  of;  and  for  the  rc=iu'nations  of,.  567 

22.  Report  of  committee  and  resolutions,  &c.  relative  to  the  ar- 

rangement of,  for  the  four  Continental  battalions  ordered 

to  be  raised  in  this  State  ;  list  of,   712,  713 

(See  Civil  OiTicers.) 
S3.  Resolutions  of  Congress  respecting  rank  of,  in  the  army  of 

the  United  States   9S3,  984 

OFFICLU.  CANVASS. 
1.  Of  votes  given  at  an  election  for  Governor,  JJeut.  Governor, 

Ssnators  and  Representatives,   990 

OGDEN,  MOSES. 
I.  Ltlter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  respecting  contract  with, 

for  furnishing  coal  to  cast  shot,   373 


OGDEN,  MOSES— CoNTiN-uED. 
Contract  with  ;  and  requisition  on  Trc;\surer  in  favour  ol,  for 
advance,    377 

O'HARA,  CAPT.  HENRY. 
Certificate  of  mustering  of  company  of,  &c.  in  Col.  Wyn- 

koop's  regmient,     4^7 

ONEIDA  INDIANS. 
Letter  and  documents  from  ,Ubany  committee  respecting  dis- 
position and  proceedings  of,  ^  .  23  24 

Letter  from  Kev.  Samuel  Kirkland  to  Albany  committee,  re- 


specting, &.C.. 


:   49 

Appointment  ol  committee  on,  jcj 

Passport  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Joseph  Johnson,  an  In- 
dian of  the  iMohegan  tribe,  and  a  licensed  preacher  amongst 
the  New-England  and  Oneida  Indians, and  to  three  others, 
his  companions,  to  New-London ;  and  message  li  oni  Pro- 
vincial Congress  to,   5Q 

Speeches  of  fuur  Oneida  chiefs  to  committee  of  Albany,  trans- 
milted  to  Provincial  Congress  by  Kobert  Yates,   95 

Speech  of  inhabitants  of  Albany  county  to,  at  German  ri;itts, 
and  answer  of,  and  of  Tuscaroras,  transmitted  as  al'ore- 
said,   

Speech  of  inhabitants  of  Tryon  county  to  Oneidas  and  Tus- 
caroras, at  German  Flatts,  and  answer  of  Or.eidas,  trans- 
mitted as  aforesaid,  

Arrival  at  Kingston  of  Kayend-alongwea,  one  of  the  head 
warriors  of,  with  the  Kev.  Mr.  Kirkland— part  cf  a  compa- 
ny returning  from  a  visit  to  the  eastern  St-ites,  General 
Washington  and  the  American  army;  speech  of  President 
of  Convention  to,  and  answer  of  K.iyend-aloniwea,  

Proposition  to,  by  commissioners,  for  the  erection  01  <alt 
works  in  this  State,  for  the  manufacture  and  delivery  of 
salt,  iiS-2, 


95 
95 

SoS 

9S3 

1007 
1026 
1054 
1054 

,  S02 

802 
303 

803 

,  8S0 

1054 


Deposition  of  Frederick  Hellmer,  relative  to  an  interview  and 
talk  with  Thomas,  a  sachem  of,  respecting  the  proceedings 
of  Sir  John  Jolinson,  ai  Oswego,  

Letter  from  Thomas  Spencer  to  General  Schuyler,  relative  to 
the  movements  and  dispositions  of,  

Examination  of  Johannes  Oosterhout,  Jr.  and  Nicholas,  the 
sachem,  respecting  the  affairs  and  proceedings  01',  ic  

Resolution  of  Council  of  Safety,  declaring  them  allies  of  this 

State,  

ONEOGHQUAGO,  ONENHOGHWAGO,  OR  OCOGH- 
QUAGA  INDIANS. 

Report  of  committee  of  conference  with  John  Harper,  messen- 
ger from  the  chiels  of,    SOI 

Resolutions  directing  the  sending  of  a  messenger  to,  with  as- 
surances of  friendship  and  protection  

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  cliiefs  of,  

Resolution  for  presentation  of  one  hundred  weight  ol'  gun- 
powder to  

Letter  from  John  Harper  relative  to  conference  with,  and  in- 
formation derived  from  ;  report  of  committee  thereon,.  .S79, 
(See  Brant,  Joseph,  2.) 

Examination  of  Johannes  Oosterhout,  Jr.  and  Nichol?.;,  the 
sachem,  respecting  the  proceedings  nnd  disposition  of;  and 
resolutions  of  Council  of  Safety  thereon,  

ONENHOGHKWAGE  INDI.\NS. 
Letter  from  chiefs  of,  to  Henry  Wisner,  Jr.  of  Ulster  county, 
requesting  a  supply  of  gunpowder,  lead  and  flints:  living 
assurances  of  their  peaceable  disprtsition  and  neutrality  j 
and  inviting  the  inhabitants  to  trade  with  them  in  gunpow- 
der and  goods  ;  order  of  Convention  thereon,   539 

(See  Ocoghquaga  Indians.) 

ORANGE  COUNTY. 
Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  first  Provincial 

("Convention,   2,  2 

.  Resolutions  adopted  at  a  town  meeting  held  in  the  precinct  of 

Ilavcrstraw,  in  said  county,   2 

.  Proceedings  of  town  meeting  in  the  precinct  of  Goshen,,....  2 

do  do  do        of  Orange   2 

do  do  do        of  Cornwall,  ..  .  2 

.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  first  Provincial 

Congress  7,  8,  2 

.  Receipt  of  letter  from  Benjamin  Carpenter,  chairman  of  com- 
mittee of  New-Marlborough,  Samuel  Brewster,  chairman 
of  committee  of  New-Windsor,  and  Isa.ac  Belknap,  chair- 
man of  committee  of  Newbur^h,  pro  tem  

.  Appointment  of  member  of  Committee  of  Safety  for,  

.  Letter  fiom  chairmen  of  committees  of  Newbur!!h  and  New- 
Windsor  precincts,  relative  to  conduct  of  John  MoitcII, 
Adam  Patrick  and  Isaiah  Purdy,  sent  to  Provincial  Con- 
gress as  prisoners  and  disaffected  persons,  

L  Liberation  of,  and  letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  commit- 
tees, &c     .93 

.  John  Grilfiths  authorized  to  examine  the  lead  mines  in  Go- 
shen,    142 

!.  Officers  of  company  of  minute  men  in  the  precinct  of  Corn- 
wall, in.   152 


93 


SI 


Return  of  militia  otiicers  on  south  side  of  mountain,  in,,. 

Information  communicated  to  Provincial  Congress,  ol  a  con- 
spiracy to  join  the  King's  troops,  extending  from  Haver- 
straw  to  Hackensack,  and  letter  to  Haverstraw  commit- 
tee,  •  
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ORANGE  COUNTY— CoNiisTiED. 

15.  Letter  to  committees  of  HavcrsUaw  and  Orange  precincts, 

relative  to  nominalioii  ol'  lielJ  otliccrs  lor  tlie  militia  in,. . 

16.  Information  from  Capi.  Hutclunson,  of  Haverstraw  precinct, 

of  the  arrest  of  three  deserters  liom  Capt.  Robert  John- 
son ;  directed  to  be  sent  to  tlie  Ibrlilications  at  the  High- 
lands,   

17.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  committee  of,  transmit- 

ting resolutions  ol"  Continental  Conirress,  for  the  raising  of 
men  from  militia  of,  lor  tlie  occupation  and  defence  of  the 
fortifications  of  the  Highlands,   19S 

18.  Letter  to  Delegates  from,  requesting  their  attendance,   198 

19.  Letter  to  committee  of.  requesiing  such  attendance,   199 

20.  Letter  from  Charles  Clinton,  chairman  of  Hanover  precinct, 

in,  transmitting  names  of  otiicers  elected  in  company  of  mi- 
nute men,  in,   202 

21.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  attending  second 

Provincial  Congress,  2Ud,  213,  214,  22j,  293 

22.  Appointment  of  George  Clinton  as  brigadier-general  of  mili- 

tia of,     226 

23.  Resolution  forming  militia  of  Orange  Town  and  precinct,  and 

that  of  Havorstraw,  into  two  separate  regiments,   231 

24.  Field  officers  of  Col.  Isaac  NicoU's  regiment  of  minute  men 

in,   238 

25.  Letter  from  Colonel  NicoU,  transmitting  returns  of  officers  of 

Capt.  Hetfield's  company  of  minute  men,   238 

26.  Directions  to  committee  of,  to  secure  the  arms  and  accoutre- 

ments of  discharged  soldiers,   232 

27.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  to  Provincial  Congress 

transmitting  list  of  officers  of  Goshen  and  Cornwall  regi- 
ments,  294 

28.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  on  the  south  side  of  the 

mountains  in,  transmitting  list  of  otiicers  fur  two  compa- 
nies,  297 

29.  Letter  from  Captain  Samuel  Jones  and  others,  of  Gosiicn,  re- 

commending Israel  Wells  as  a  major  of  the  Colonial 
troops,   301 

30.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  returning  the  names  of 

proper  persons  for  otiicers  in  that  county,  3oG,  307 

31.  Return  of  officers  of  militia  company  at  Cakiate,  in  Haver- 

straw  precinct,   310 

32.  Letters  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  etc.  respecling  choice  , 

of  officers  on  south  side  of  mountain,    322 

33.  Return  of  officers  of  company  of  minute  men  in  the  southern 

part  of,   323 

34.  Return  of  officers  of  regiment  and  company  of  militia  in 

Orange  Town,   327 

(See  Denton,  Capt.  Samuel.) 

35.  Return  of  officers  in  the  Florida  and  Warwick  regiments,   329 

36.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Edward  W.  Kiers,  mer- 

chant in  Haverstraw,  requesting  sale  of  powder  to  Colonel 
Hay,   341 

37.  Return  of  officers  of  militia  company,  in  Cornwall  precinct,.  344 

38.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  directing  the  colonels  of 

regiments  on  the  south  side  of  the  mountains  in,  to  draft 
100  men,  exclusive  of  volunteers,  for  defence  of  the  city  of 
New-York,   3fil 

39.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  committee  of,  respecting 

dissentions  relative  to  choice  of  officers  in  Captain  Silas 
Pearson's  company  of  militia,  in  Col.  Jesse  Woodhull's 
regiment,   367 

40.  Letter  from  Abraham  Lent,  colonel  of  Orange  Town  regi- 

ment, respecling  the  forwarding  of  minute  men  to  New- 
York,  and  answer  of  Committee  of  Safety   371 

41.  Arrival  of  minute  men  under  command  of  Captain  Johannes 

Jacobus  Blauvelt,  and  appointment  of  officers  of,   3S3 

42.  Letter  from  A.  Hawkes  Hay  to  Committee  of  Safety,  respect- 

ing forwarding  regiment  of,  to  New- York  ;  answer  of  Com- 
mittee, and  ordcrto  Lieut.  Col.  Cuylcrto  send  to  New-York 
a  company  of  minute  men,  in  lieu  of  the  company  from 
Col.  Hay's  regiment   384 

43.  Directions  to  Col.  Gilbert  Cooper  to  countermand  the  march- 

ing of  the  Haverstraw  minute  company,   400 

44.  Letter  from  Col.  Josiah  Smith,  of  tlie  regiment  of  minute 

men  in,  recommending  Ephraim  .Marvin  as  adjutant  of 
said  regiment ;  appointment  accor'lin::ly   400 

45.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of  Goshen,  covering  ac- 

counts of  blankets  and  arms  purchased  by  said  committee  ; 
answer  thereto,   413,  414 

46.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  recommending  prisoners 

on  parol  to  be  sent  to  Goshen,  in,   436 

47.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  third  Provincial 

Congress,   449 

4S.  Returns  of  election  of  officers  of  two  companies  of  militia  in 

Col.  Hawthorne's  regiment   468 

49.  Returns  of  election  of  officers  of  company  of  lighthorse  in 

Cornwall  precinct,   472 

50.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  directing  the  arrest  of 

sundry  privates  of  Capt.  Avery  Klauvelt's  company,  in 
Haverstraw  precinct,  for  ilisaffection   ■'512 

51.  Names  and  credentials  of  Delegates  from,  in  fourth  Provincial 

Congress,  at  White-Plains   515 

52.  Resolutions  of  Convention,  cailins  into  service  one-fourth  part 

of  the  militia  of,  and  directions  for  the  arrangement,  pay, 
bounty  and  subsistence  of,  525,  525 

53.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  Convention,  ....  52S 
Si.  Appointment  of  field  officers  of  regiment  of  militia  in,  ..... .  528 

(See  Clinton,  George.) 

292 


PAGE. 

ORANGE  COUNTY— CoNTi.NUEC. 

55.  Militia  of,  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment  s 

warning,   lioj 

56.  Report  of  committee  respecting  the  expediency  of  calling  out 

the  militia  of,   cco 

57.  Resolutions  of  Convention,  directing  committee  of,  to  provide 

for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of,  against  incursion  ironi 

the  Indians,  by  delaclimcnls  of  the  inililia,.   663 

58.  Letter  from  chairman  of  Goshen  precinct,  relative  to  disposi- 

tion of  certain  Scotch  prisoners,   tii-o,  6b7 

59.  Report  of  committee,  and  proceedings  thereon,   657 

60.  Detachments  of  militia  of,  onlered  to  guard  that  part  of,  suutli 

of  the  Highlands,  and  to  march  to  Peekskill,  fjt)9,  672 

61.  Sheriff  of,  authorized  to  release  Andrew  liostwick,  an  impri- 

soned debtor,  from  conlinement   f  .-S 

62.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  Henry  Wisner,  Esq. 

for  the  repair  of  ruads  in   69(> 

63.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety,  ilirccting  all  the  militia  of, 

to  repair  to  Chester,  in,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Geo,  - 
Clinton,  and  to  co-operate  with  tiie  troops  of  Maj.  Genls. 
Lee  and  Gates,  in  harrassing  and  distressing  the  enemy, 

and  in  defending  the  passes  at  the  Highlands,   .  74tl 

(See  Clinton,  George,  13.) 

64.  Return  of  election  of  officers  in  Pechunck,  Sterling  and  Flo- 

rida, in  Col.  Hatliorn's  regiment.   ■»32,  S33 

65.  Letter  to  Col.  Hathorn,  requesting  a  statement  of  the  Sterling 

company  of  militia,  and  of  the  necessity  for  a  new  appoint- 
ment of  officers  therein   S3L' 

66.  Return  of  election  of  officers  in  Capt.  Thomas  Horton's  (late 

Capt.  Little's)  company,  in  Oxford  district,  Cornwall  pre- 
cinct,  ::57 

67.  Letter  iVom  committee  of,  transmitting  examinations  and  de- 

positions relative  to  a  conspiracy  against  the  public  ".vei- 

fare,  under  the  direction  of  Joseph  Barton  ^|'•2,  863 

63.  List  of  prisoners  apprehended  by  Maj.  Henry  Wisner,  liy  or- 
der of  committee  of,  and  Jisospition  of,  by  Convenii'-n,. .  672 

69.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  auditor-gener.i!,  lor 

payment  of  militia  of,   S02 

70.  Appointment  of  Jesse  WoodhuU  as  sheriff  of,   ?I2 

(See  Resolutions  of  Convention,  137.) 

71.  Letter  from  Convention  to  committee  of,  relative  to  damages 

sustained  by  inliahitants  of  the  south  part  of,  by  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Continental  troops  0J9,  920 

72.  Election  of  officers  of  Capt.  Garret  Ekerson's  company,  m 

Col.  Hay's  regioient  of  militia  in  the  precinct  of  Ha-.  er- 
straw,   93.'> 

ORANGE,  TOWN  OF. 

(See  Orange  County  4.) 
OSBORNE,  CORNKLR'.S. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  surgeon  in  Col.  Cornelius  Swarf.vout's 

regiment  of  militia  in  Dutchess  county,   548 

OSWEGO. 

1.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  Delegates  in  Continental 

Congress,  informing  of  the  arrival  of  Col.  Guy  Johnson 

at,  with  a  body  of  Indians   70 

2.  Intelligence  communicated  by  Lieut.  .Wcirichael.  of  the  ar- 

rival of  three  regiments  of  ministerial  troops,  and  a  num- 
ber of  torics  and  Indian";  under  the  command  of  Colonels 
Johnson,  Butler  and  Caldwell ;  and  of  their  plans.  lVo..  .  .  5611 

3.  Intelligence  of  proceedings  of  Indians  at,   I(''21,  1025 

OUTENEOGERT,  RICHARD. 
1.  Petition  of,  for  relief,   21 

OYER  AND  TERMINER. 
1.  Draft  of  commission  for  holding  courts  of,  in  this  State,.  .  948,  049 

P. 

PADDOCK,  ISAAC. 

1.  Warrant  of,  in  place  of  Roswell  Wilcocks,   83 

PALMER,  LIEUT.  DAVID. 

1.  Letter  from,  informing  of  enlistment  of  volunteers,   90 

2.  Ordered  to  traasport  men  to  New-York,   ill 

PALMER,  THO-MAS.  (See  Lead  Mines,  2,3  ) 
(See  Highlands,  61.) 
PAPER  CURRENCY. 

(See  Continental  Paper  Currency.) 
(See  Colonial  Paper  Currency.) 
(See  Bills  of  Credit.) 
PAROL.  (See  Prisoners,  14,  l.'i,  16,  18,  21.) 
PASSPORTS. 

1.  To  Brook  Watson,  for  journey  to  Quebec,   48 

2.  To  Joseph  Johnson,  to  New-London,  fee   49, 142 

(See  Ships  and  Vessels,  22.) 
(See  Livingston,  Robert  C.) 
(See  New-York  City  and  County,  59,  60.) 

3.  To  Mrs.  Kinsston,  of  Hallell's  cove,  on  Nassau  island,  to  de- 

part the  Colony  with  her  wearing  apparel  and  household 

furniture,    155 

(See  Dcane,  William,  1.) 

4.  To  Morison  Vannss  and  his  interpreter,   262 

5.  To  Jos?ph  Hallett,  to  pass  and  repass  between  the  city  of 

New-York  and  Newark,  in  New-Jersey  -   556 

6.  Resolution  of  Convention  restricting  the  granting  of,  by,  to 
members  of  the  Convention,  and  persons  m  their  employ,  556 


...  .0', 

1',  ,.  

i  .  . 

■''       ■  •.■;>         I   ,,. 

i 


-,,..■■(■5'. 


■  ■'  ■  :,rr'iL,j.v,,iH; 


:  ■■  ;  .r-.'-'-iX       I.,;:  |..!..'  .  

-   '■i.:;.;i,t:-u!'l  \  Kir   ■  •  . 

■■^J:  y  <  ;!*.,, i^l.:,:. 5  i: 

 V  ;  ,,  .    ....    .   ,;„,.,,,,.  , 


■J  ,fte 
i  <;i 


1166 


INDEX. 


rAGE. 

PAROL--CoNTiKtrED. 
Refolations  of  Committee  of  Safety,  regulating  the  granting 

"VaTEICK,  ADAM. 
Letter  and  afTidavits  from  Committee  of  Safety,  to  Newburgh 
»nJ  New- Windsor,  respeclmg  condact  of,  in  opposition  to 

the  liberties  of  the  American  Colonies,  81,  82 

Sent  by  Committee  of  Saiety,  as  prisoner  to  Col.  McDougall's 

camp,   ;  •  82 

Liberation  of ;  letter  of  Provincial  Congress  to  committees  of 

Newburgh  and  New-Windsor,  and  admonition  to,   93 

PATRICK,  SAMUEL. 
Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  executors  of,  for  iron 
stoves  manufactured  by,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  in  the 

northern  department,  S26,  839 

Resolutions  of  Convention  relative  to  granting  letters  of  ad- 
ministration on  the  estate  of,   830, 831 

PAULDIXG,  WILLIAM. 
Appointment  of,  as  commiss.ory  of  the  militia  to  the  north- 
ward of  King's  Bridge,  while  in  service,  on  the  east  side  of 
Hudson  river,  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton ; 

and  instructions  and  letter  to   567 

Appointment  of,  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county 

of  Westchester,    ~t>5 

PAWLING,  ^\XBERT. 
Appointmeat  of,  as.  second  lieutenant  in  Captain  Jacobus 

Bruyn's  company.   9S 

Meinorial  of,  as  major  of  one  of  the  sixteen  additional  regi- 
ments ordered  to  be  raised  by  Congress;  and  resolution  of 

Convention  thereon   881,  832 

List  of  officers  of  the  four  companies  of,   881 

PAWLING,  LEVI. 

Appointment  of,  as  colonel  Ulster  county  militia   135,  22S 

Letter  from,  announcing  place  of  rendezvous  of  regiment  of,  229 
Directed  to  repair  to  Kingston,  for  the  purpose  of  proceed- 
ing to  Schoharie  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants,   1040 

PAY  5IASTERS. 
Letter  to  Gen.  Schuyler  relative  to  duty  of,  in  auditing  and 

allowing  accounts   245 

PAYJIENT  OF  TROOPS. 
Letter  from  Committee  of  Saiety  to  Delegation  in  Continen- 
tal Congress  respecting,   245,  24b" 

Appointment  of  Delegates  to  procure  the  equalization  by 
Continental  Congress,  of  the  pay  of  the  militia,  and  troops 

of  the  eastern  and  New- York  Colonies,   4^2 

Letter  to  Continental  Congress,  respecting,   4'53 

Report  of  committee  respecting   4'4 

Resolutions  of  Convention  proridinz  for,   53.'3,  aid 

Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety,  directing  the  return  by 

officers  of  the  militia,  of  accounts  and  vouchers,  for  &c. .  S24 
Resolutions  of  Convention  appointing  Comfort  Sands  pay- 
master of  the  troops  employed  in  actual  service  in  the 
counties  of  Dutchess,  Ulster,  Westchester  and  Orange ; 

and  making  an  appropriation  therefor,   *64 

Resolutions  of  Convention  directing  the  auditor-general  to 
adjnst  the  accounts  for,  according  to  the  new  regulations 

of  Congress   866 

Directions  to  auditor-general  relative  to  the  payment  of  offi- 
cers of  the  militia,   870 

Resolutions  of  Congress  relative  to,   899 

(See  San-ls,  Comfort,  7.) 
(See  Bancker,  Gerard,  5.) 

PAYNE,  CAPT.  S.\MUF.L. 

Directed  to  be  continued  in  the  pay  of  this  State,  in  Major 
Wheelock's  corps,  and  to  compleie  his  compliment  of  men, 
and  requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of   1041 

Petition  of,  for  relief;  and  resolutions  of  Council  of  Safety 
in  favour  of,   1059,  1060 

PAY  TABLE,  COMMITTEE  OF. 

(See  Accounts.) 
PEASE,  CAPT.  NATHAN. 
Appointment  of,  as  captain  in  Col.  Rilzeina's  regiment ;  in- 
structions to  ,   417 

PEGGY,  SHIP. 

(See  Ships  and  Vessels,  1.) 
PELL,  SAMUEL  TREDWELL. 
Appointment  of,  as  second  lieutenant  in  Westchester  county 

in  place  of  Nehemiah  Marshall,  declined,   76 

PELTON,  DANIEL. 
Appointment  of,  as  second  lieutenant  in  Capt  Rikcr's  com- 
pany,   335 

PENNSYLVANIA.  (See  Phibdelphia.) 
,  Letter  from  Henry  Wisner,  enclosing  articles  of  agreement 

for  the  due  regulation  and  government  of  associations  in,.  163 
Military  articles  of,  and  reason  of  associations  against  sirrn- 

ine  them  ;  received  and  filed,   163 

Resolution  of  Continental  Conrrcss,  continuing  Carpenter 
Wharton,  as  commissary  of  battalion  of,  in  service  at  New- 

"'k,   383 

(See  Continental  Army,  11.) 
(See  Continental  Congress,  226.) 


FAQS. 

PERQUISITES. 

(See  Henry,  John,  2.) 
(See  Resolutions  of  Convention,  124.) 
PETITIONS. 

Of  James  Arden,  Richard  Outeubogert,  John  West,  and 

others,  praying  for  relief,   21 

Of  Captain  Samuel  Tudor,  of  independent  company  of  arliS- 

lery  in  New-York  city,  for  carnages  and  ammumuon  ....  25 
Of  William  Ephinstone,  a  conductor  of  ordnance  stores  for 

rolief;  and  ordered  thereon   79 

Of  Samuel  Faulkenhan  and  David  Woolhaupter,  to  bi-  era-  ' 

ployed  in  making  drums  and  tiles,   75 

Of  John  Sparding,  lor  payment  for  services  rendered  at  Ti- 

condcroga  Landing,   7^ 

Of  Geo.  Cook,  to  be  employed  in  making  pouches  and  belts,.  s7 
Of  Jacob  Bamper  for  appointment  to  some  olficc  in  the  Colo- 
nial regiments,   .87 

Of  John  Fisher,  saddler,   9q 

Of  John  Moncil,  Adam  Patrick  and  Isaiah  Purdy  to  be  dis- 
charged from  confinement.   93 

Of  Sampson  Dyckman,  praying  for  compensation  for  injury 

to  horse,  used  by  messenger  to  Philadelphia,   96 

Of  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  for  leave  to  purchase  in  Connec- 
ticut barrelled  pork  for  use  of  Continental  army   103 

Of  Peter  Cloppcr  and  others,  merchants  of  the  city  of  New- 
York,  respecting  the  exportation  of  lla.vseed,   106 

Memorial  of  Capt.  Jacobus  W)-nkoop,  respecting  rank  and 

situation  of  in  Colonial  troops,   107 

(See  Ships  and  Vessels,  1,  2,  3,  4,  5.) 
(See  Norberg,  Capt.  John.) 
(SeeBryson,  Robert.) 
(See  Candell.  John.) 
(See  Westchester  County,  6,  7,  11.) 
(See  New-York  City,  57, 
Of  David  Purdy  and  John  O'Conner,  and  proceedings  there- 
on,   153 

Of  Christian  Bergh,  Jr.  Adam  Bergh,  David  Dol,  John  Dol 

and  Timothy  Doughty,  for  discharge,   154 

(See  Nicholson  George,  3.) 
Of  Elizabeth  White,  praying  for  discharge  of  her  husbanl 

on  parol;  disposition  of,   1>J3,  167 

(See  Van  Vleck,  Abraham,  H.) 
(See  Bostwick,  Andrew.) 

(See  Oakley,'  Phebe.) 
(See  White,  Alexander.) 
(See  Prisoners,  17,  56,  luO,  123.) 
(See  Hunter,  John.) 
(See  Liglitfoot,  Richard.) 
Of  George  Coffin,  e.xpressing  contrition  for  his  past  conduct, 

and  praying  to  be  restored  ;  gr.-inted,   236,  346 

Of  Thomas  Place  and  Gaoriel  Van  Colt,  e.xprcssine  contri- 
tion for  their  past  conduct,  and  praying  to  be  restored,  . .  .  237 
Of  Capt.  Jacob  Mott,  Jackson  Jlott.  and  Seaman  "We'.ks.  ex- 
pressing contrition  for  their  past  conduct,  and  praying  to 

be  restored  ;  and  proceedings  thereon   252 

Of  Frederick  Harteil,  setting  forth  his  former  rank,  and 

services  ;  and  requesting  a  commission   275 

Of  John  Wylley,  olTenng  his  services  as  a  captain  in  the 

Continental  service,    275 

Of  .\rondt  Van  Hook,  offering  his  services  as  a  captain,  ic.  2?0 
Of  Sundry  prisoners,  inhabitants  of  Queens  county,  for  per- 
mission to  go  at  lari'e  on  parol   244.  295 

Of  John  W.  Watkins,  otfering  his  services  to  his  country, 

and  requesting  a  commission   297 

Of  Abraham  Godwin,  otfering  hi?  services  as  captain   29S 

Of  John  De  Wint,  of  Oran^etown,  for  leave  to  export  provi- 
sions to  the  island  of  St.  Thomas  :  rejected,   293 

Of  Guert  Spt.  De  Wint.  for  leave  to  export  provisions  and 
lumber  for  the  use  of  his  estate  in  the  island  of  St.  Tho- 
mas :  also  household  furniture,  horses  and  carriages,  and 
his  family,  and  a  generous  supply  of  all  the  good  things 
of  this  country,  for  the  use  of  himself  and  family  at  sea  : 
granted,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  removal  of  his  family, 
horses,  carriages,  household  furniture,  and  a  necessary 
supply  "f  provisions  at  sea,  and  rejected  as  to  the  residue,  29? 
Of  nine  soidiers  of  Capt.  Johnson's  company,  relative  to  de- 
duction of  their  under  cloths  from  their  pay,   302 

.  Of  Henry  Remsen,  John  Lroome  and  others,  for  indemnity 
for  losses  sustained  in    preserving  the  non-importation 

azreement ;  and  reference  of,     303 

Of  Elizabeth  Atherton,  for  discharge  of  her  husband  from 

imprisonment;  and  reference  of,  to  New-York  coramiltee,  303 
Of  Dr.  Wm.  Dusenbury,  for  appointment  as  surgeon  to  a  re- 

siment,   304 

Of  Wm.  and  Thos.  Cock,  of  Oysterbay,  Queens  county,  for  re- 
storation to  favour  :  eranlcd,      311 

Of  Capts.  Daniel  Grilfcn,  Jno.  Johnson,  and  thirteen  other 
Colonial  ollicers,  in  th"  sen-ice  of  the  United  Colonics,  in 
the   northern  army,  durinj-   the  year  1775,  relatiro  to 

pay  and  rations  ;  disposition  of.   317 

Of  Joseph  Crane,  scttine  forth  his  services  in  the  last  cara- 

pa!:?n,  and  prayit,?  the  care  of  an  artillery  company,  ....  324 
Of  Azor  Belts,  for  forsiveoess  and  protection,  on  reluming 

tohisdutv   32=? 

Of  Robert  Robinson  and  Michael  Price,  to  be  restored  to 
their  former  standing   332 
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36. 
37. 

33. 

39. 
40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 
46. 

46. 
47. 
48. 

49. 

50. 
51. 

52. 
53. 

54. 
55. 
56. 

57. 

58. 

1. 
2. 

1. 


PACE. 

PETITIONS— Continued. 
Of  Joseph  Smith,  offerins  his  services  in  the  marine  depart- 
ment,   346 

Of  Robert  Robinson  and  Michael  Price,  merchants  of  the  city 
of  New-Yori{,  testifying  their  contrilion  for  having  sold 
goods  at  an  advanced  price,  and  praying  a  restoraiion  to 

favour;  proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon,   349 

Of  Archibald  Campbell,  of  rauldiiig's  precinct,  in  Dutchess 
county,  complaining  of  forcible  outrages  upon  his  proper- 
ty by  a  body  of  men  from  Connecticut ;  reference  of,.  3o2,  353 
Of  Jacob  Damper,  for  a  captain's  or  lieutenant's  commission,  359 
Of  Samuel  Loudon,  respecting  destruction  of  impressions  of 

pamphlet  of,  in  answer  to  "  Common  Sense,"   405, 496 

Of  Lieut.  Wra.  Scudder,  for  payment  of  men  enlisted  in 

Capt.  Henry  O'Hara's  company,    409 

Of  Dirck  Lellerts,  merchant  of  the  city  of  New- York,  for 
indemnity  for  dama;e  to  woodlamis  of,  and  compensation 
for  provisions,  &c.  furnished  to  troops  under  command  of 

Col.  Drake  ;  reference  of,   430 

Of  Joseph  Wood,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  other  merchants 
of  Philadelphia,  for  restitution  for  seizure  of  a  vessel  and 
cargo  belonging  to  them,  by  Jcsiaii  I\lartin,  late  Governor 

of  North  Carolina  ;  reference  of,  to  committee,   43G 

Of  Alexander  Robinson,  Geo.  Lymlsay,  Peter  Sim,  and  Mari- 
nus  Willett,  requesting  encouragement  in  the  manulacture 

of  salt   499 

Of  William  Eagles,  a  mechanic,  for  employment  in  the  pub- 
lic service  ;  order  thereon,   540 

Of  Daniel  Hau.\hurst,  on  behalf  of  Townshend  and  Noble, 
proprietors  of  an  anchor  forage,  praying  compensation  for 
provisions  taken  from,  and  restitution  of  workmen  drafted 

into  service  J  proceedings  thereon,   559,560 

(See  Tryon  County,  26.) 
Of  committee  and  militia  otficers  of  King's  district,  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  field  officers  of  their  own  district,   75S 

Of  Ann  Dillingham,  to  go  to  New-York  with  her  family,  to 

her  husband  ;  granted,   768 

Of  Mary  Ilandly,  wife  of  Edward  Handly,  to  go  into  New- 
York,  to  bring  from  there  her  children  and  husband,  wlio  is 

deranged  :  granted   773 

Of  Bridget  IVIorgan,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Morgan,  to  visit 

her  parents  in  New-York  :  granted,   773 

Of  John  Moley  and  Stephen  Lyon,  prisoners   775 

Of  Malcom  IMorrison,  William  Eligii,  James  Robinson,  and 
others,  disaffected  persons  in  confinement,  for  relief  and 

discharge,    812 

(See  Pawling,  Albert,  2  ) 
Of  Benjamin  and  John  Gilbert,  for  employment  in  the  milita- 
ry line,   883 

Of  Elizabeth  Haight,  praying  for  the  restoration  of  certain 
personal  property  belonging  to  her  mother,  and  seized  by 

commissioners,   885 

Of  Elizabeth  Bend,  relative  to  personal  property  taken  by 

commissioners  of  sequestration,  and  claimed  by  her,   900 

Of  Gloriana  Stevenson,  requesting  the  use  of  the  farm  of  one 

Osborn,  who  is  gone  over  to  the  enemy,   900 

Of  Robert  Richardson,  a  discharged  soldier  of  Col.  Henry  B. 
Livingston's  regiment,  for  maintenance,  and  resolution  of 

Convention  thereon,   9o2,  903 

Of  John  Cook,  confined  as  a  disaiTecteJ  person,  for  relief,   937 

(See  Done,  Thomas  ) 

Of  Jonathan  Terwilliger,  a  wounded  soldier,  for  relief,   950 

(See  Sacket,  Samuel.) 
PETTIT,  THOMAS. 
Order  for  payment  to,  as  doorkeeper  of  Provincial  Congress,  103 

152,  188,  440,  757,  861 

Ke-electioQ  of,   205,  448 

PHELPS,  ELISHA. 
Lettcrfrom  Governor  of  Connecticut,  communicating  appoint- 
ment of,  as  commissary,  at  Albany,  for  troops  on  Lake 

Cliamplain,   52 

Provisions  directed  to  be  forwarded  to   60 

Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to,    61 

Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  John  N.  Bleccker,  and 
other  agents  at  Albany,  to  deliver  provisions  and  supplies 


PHILADELPHIA— Continued. 
Letter  from  Convention  to  chairman  of  committee  at,  accom- 
panying the  transmission  of  William  Sutton,  as  a  priso- 


547 


fil 


5.  Letter  from,  acknowledging  receipt  of,  &c   74 

6.  Letter  from  John  N.  Bleeckcr,  respecting  delivery  of  provi- 

sions. Sec.  to,   74 

7*  Letter  from,  respecting  procurement  of  provisions  and  stores 

for  army,  84,  85 

PHILADELPHI.-V.  (Sec  Continental  Congress.) 

1.  Letter  to  committee  of,  enclosing  notes  of  information  receiv- 

ed from  John  Carter,  of  Boston,  relative  to  supply  of  pro- 
visions to  British  army  at  Boston,  by  owners  of  ship  Sally 
and  Mr.  White's  schooner,    Ill 

2.  Letter  from  Benjamin  Franklin,  chairman  of  committee  of 

safety  of,  to  Provincial  Congress,  respecting  supplies  of 
powder,  117,  128 

3.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  committee  of,  accompany- 

ing the  transmission  of  John  Young,  a  prisoner  taken  from 
sloop  Sally,  to  his  father  at,   371 

4.  Letter  from  committee  of  safety  of,  informing  that  they  have 

sent  Capt.  Charles  Alexander  and  Lieut.  John  Henncsee, 
for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  seamen  for  that  Province  ;  or- 
der of  Committee  of  Safety  thereon,   383,  386 


(See  Prisoners,  143,  144.) 
Letters  from  Delegation  in  Congress,  respecting  the  release 
of  prisoners  belonging  to  this  State,  confined  in;  list  of  such 

prisoners,  ~.  998,  999,  1000 

PHILLIPS,  MOSES. 

Appointment  of,  .as  major,  Ulster  county  militia,   135 

PHYSICIANS.  (See  Surgeons.) 
Exemption  of,  from  drafts  for  militia  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,    496 

PILOTS  AND  PILOT  BOATS. 
(See  Ships  and  Vessels,  35,  37,  3S,  40,  44,  45,  46,  47,  48,  63, 
68,  69,  70.) 

Examination  of  Christopher  Duyckinck,  relative  to  proceed- 
ings of,  and  order  fur  arrest  of  pilots  coming  on  shore,  . . .  34S 

Affidavits  relative  to  loss  of  pilot  boat  Hamden,  and  order 

for  restitution,   o53 

Order  for  sale  of  boat,  goods  and  merchandise     413 

PIN  MANUFACTORY.  (See  Lightfoot,  Richard.) 

PLAN  OF  ACC0M3I0DATI0N  WITH  GREAT 
BRITAIN. 

Proceedings,  resolutions  and  discussions  of  Provincial  Con- 
gress, respecting,  20,  26,  50,  52  to  54,  53 

Letter  to  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress,  coiumuuicating 
report,  as  amended  and  adopted,  and  answer,  69,  73 

PLATT,  CAPT.  NATHANIEL. 
Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  pay,  subsistence 
and  bounty  of  company  oi',  raised  on  Long  island,   828 

PLATT,  CAPTAIN  ZEPHANIAH. 

(See  Van  Cortlandt,  Pierre,  1,  2,  3.) 
Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  as  commissary  to  the 

troops  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Clinton,    599 

Commission  to,  as  second  in  command  of  corps  of  associated 
exempts  in  Dutchess  county,   yS7 

PLENDERLEATH,  CAPT.  GEORGE. 
Letter  from,  e.vplaining  his  visit  to  New-York,   159 

PLUMB  ISLAND. 

(See  Gardiner  Island.) 
(See  Suffolk  County,  16,  88,  21.) 
POMEROY,  5ETH. 
,  Appointment  of,  by  Continental  Congress,  as  bricadier-gene- 

ral,   63 

POOR. 

(See  New-York  City  and  County,  93,  105,  110,  112,  179,  189.) 
,  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  maintenance  and 

support  of,     710 

.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  removal  of,  be- 
longing to  this  State,  from  Connecticut  and  other  States,.  710 
(See  Westchester  County,  77.) 
(See  Resolutions  of  Convention,  138,  148.) 
PORK. 

(See  Provisions  and  Supplies.) 
(See  Van  Rensselaer,  Philip,  1.) 
POST  OFFICE. 
Memorial  of  Ebenezer  Hazard,  praying  for  establishment  of, 
and  appointment  as  postmaster,  and  letter  I'rom  WUliam 
Goddard,  relative  thereto  ;  committee  appointed  thereon. 
Proceedings  ol  Provincial  Congress  on  the  corning  in  of  re- 
port; resolution  recommendiug  appointment  of  Ebenezer 
Hazard  as  postmaster  at  the  city  of  New- York,  and  letter 
to  Delesutes  in  Continental  Congress,  informing  them  of 

such  .appointment,  

.  Resolution  i>ruiuliiling  the  receipt  of  postage  by  any  persnn 
other  than  tlie  Postmaster-General,  and  deputy  postmasters 
appointed  by  Continental  Congress,  except  on  letters  re- 
ceived by  packets  from  Great  Britain  

Order  for  rcnoval  of,  from  the  city  of  New- York,  to  some 
convenient  place  near  Dobbs'  Ferry,  in  Westchester  coun- 


ty. 


POST  ROADS.  (See  Resolutions  of  Convention,  49.) 
POSTS. 

Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  recommending  the  esta- 
blishment of,  for  the  more  speedy  communication  of  intel- 
ligence,   

Postmaster  at  New- York  directed  to  establish,  weekly,  be- 
tween that  city  and  Albany,  on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's 
river,  


44 

90 
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604 


POUGHKEEPSIE. 

(See  Dutchess  County,  II,  12.) 
(See  Ships  and  Vessels,  93.) 

POWDF.R. 

1.  Letter  fmm  Artemas  Ward,  general  of  the  Massachusetts  ar- 

my, Joseph  U'nrrcn,  chairman  of  committee  of  safety,  and 
Moses  Gill,  cliairman  of  committee  of  supplies,  to  Provin- 
cial Conjress,  rcqupsling  supply  of,    34 

2.  Answer  ol  Provincial  Congress,   35 

3.  President  of  Provincial  Congress  goes  to  Elizabethlown,  to 
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POWDER— Continued. 
confer  with  committee  there  oa  the  subject ;  report  of,  and  _ 


pnler  thereon,. 


35,  37 


24. 


36 


36 


38 


41 


(See  New- York,  14.) 
(See  Saltpetre.) 
Rtport  of  quantity  of,  remaining  unsold  in  the  city  of  New- 

^j,^[io'ns  of  Provincial  Congress  respectins,  and  also  respect- 
ina  the  re-manufactory  of  daiuaged  powder,  at  Ticomlero- 
ga  and  Crown-Point ;  letter  from,  to  Commander-in-Chief, 
and  to  commissioners  for  superintending  removal  of  cannon 
and  stores  at  Albany,     36 

Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  offering  a  bounty  for  ma- 
nufacture of,  •  

(See  Saltpetre,  8.) 

Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  (governor  of  Connecticut, 
respecting  powder  sent  to  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 

Appointment  of  committee  to  agree  for  importation  of,  at  a 
certain  per  centage,    

\greement  with  John  Vanderbiit,   41 

(See  New-VorU  City,  21, 

Directions  of  Provincial  Congress  for  purchase  of,  to  be  for- 
warded to  Connecticut,  for  tlie  use  of  the  Provincial  army 
near  Boston,  and  to  Ticonderoga  ;  and  letter  to  Governor 
Trumbull,  •.   ;   ^' 

Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  respecUng  manulacture 

of,  :  •  •  '^^ 

Letter  from  Provincial  to  Continental  Congress,  respecting 
manufacture  of,  &c..  61,  62 

Arrival  of  quantity  of,  from  Philadelphia,  for  use  of  troops  at 
Ticonderoga,  

Letter  from  Continental  Congress  to  Committee  of  balety, 
requesting  transmission  of,  for  use  of  troops  before  Bos- 
ton, and  answer  of  Committee,    

Letter  from  Daniel  Lawrence,  informing  Provincial  Congress 

of  receipt  of,  

(See  Wooster,  David,  ID.) 

Directed  to  be  sent  from  Hon.  Robert  K.  Livingston's  powder 
mill,  at  Rhinebeck,  to  Albany  ;  thence  to  be  forwarded  to__ 
Gen.  Schuyler,  at  Ticonderoga,  1IJ(, 

Letter  from  Benjamin  Franklin,  chairman  of  committee  of 
safety  at  Philadelphia,  to  Provincial  Congress,  respecting 
supply  of,  ,  • 

Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Secretary  ot  Continental 
ConTess,  respecting  forwarding  of,  for  use  of  Colonial 
troops  

Appointment  of  committee  to  contract  lor,  

Contract  with  Josepli  Hallett,  Jr.  for  importation  of,  

Committee  appointed  to  collect  damaged  powder,  and  forward 
to  powder  mill  at  Rhynbock,  

Distribution  of,  among  the  several  counties,   

Appointment  of  committee  to  employ  and  despatch  a  vessel 

for  the  purchase  of,  &c.  and  appropriation  fur,  1 15, 

(See  Powder  Wills.) 
(See  Continental  Congress,  60,  76,  77,  ,S5.) 

Appointment  of  committee  to  treat  with  i\Ir.  Fine,  for  benefit 
of  his  contract  for,  •  

Onler  of  Committee  of  Safety  respecting  the  importation  of, 
and  the  csportalion  of  produce  in  exchange  for,  

Arrival  of  ton  of,  from  Philadelphia,  30S, 

Purchase  of  quantity  of,  from  Nicholas  Low,  

Letter  to  Kdward  Kicrs,  merchant,  of  Ilaverstraw,  Orange 
county,  requesting  sale  of,  to  Col.  Hay,  

Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  Nicholas  Low,  for  the 
purchase  of,  

Delegation  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Rhode  Island,  for, 
belonging  to  Colony,  and  directions  for  its  distribution 
among  the  several  counties,  
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POWDER  MILLS. 

(See  Livingston,  Robert  R.) 
(See  Livingston,  John  R.) 
(See  Wisner,  Henry.) 

1.  Circular  from  Provincial  Congress  to  owners  of,  relative  to 

quantity  of  gunpowder  in,  and  ability  to  manufacture,   337 

2.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  olicrmg  loan  of  money, 

without  interest,  for  the  erection  of,  kc  349,  365 

(See  Wisner,  Henry,  Jr.) 
(See  Van  Rensselaer,  Henry  and  Sens.) 
(See  Carpenter,  John.) 

3.  Resolutions  of  Convention,  authorizing  the  raisinz  of  a  com- 

pany in  each  of  the  precincts  of  Rhinebeck,  Walkill  and 
Cornwall,  for  the  protection  of,   909 

PRAYER.  (See  Common  Prayer.) 
1.  Resolution  of  Convention  for  opening  its  sessions  daily,  with, 

•nd  appointment  of  chaplain  519,  810,  818 

(See  Fasting  and  Prayer.) 

PRICES. 

1.  Examination  of  Thomas  Pearsall  and  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  re- 

ipcctine  the  raising  of  the  prices  of  goods   193 

2.  Referred  to  New-York  committee,  for  inquiry,  &c   .  195 

(See  New-York  City  and  County,  133.) 
J.  Resolutions  of  Convention,  appointing  commissioners  to  meet 
tommissioners  of  eastern  and  middle  States,  at  New-Ha- 
ten,  to  regulate,  &c   1113,  1114,  1117,  1118 


PAGE. 

PRINCETON. 

1.  Letter  from  Gen.  Geo.  Clinton,  transmitting  account  of  the 

battle  of,   765 

2.  Letter  from  Gen.  Washington,   769,  770 

PRINTERS. 

(See  Loudon,  Samuel.) 
(See  Holt,  John.) 
(See  Gaine,  Hugh.) 

PRINTER  TO  THE  STATE. 

(See  Loudon,  Samuel.) 
(See  Holt,  John.) 

PRISONERS.  (See  Prisoners  of  War.) 

1.  Letter  from  Albany  committee  lo  Provincial  Con^'ress.  re- 

specting prisoners  taken  from  St.  Juhns,  and  requesting 
instructions  relative  to,   29 

2.  Answer  of  Provincial  Congress,  

3.  Provision  for  Richard  Sharpless,  one  of  the  soldiers  taken 

at  Ticonderoga,   48 

(See  McCleod  William.) 

4.  Proceedings  of  Committee  of  Safety  agauut  Peter  Herring, 

for  assisting  to  convey  on  board  the  Asia,  prisoners  sent  by 
Continental  Congress   71,75 

(See  Moncll,  John.) 

(See  Patrick  Adam.) 

(See  Purdy,  Isaiah.) 

5.  Letter  from  committee  at  Elizabelhtown,  accompany  tr.nr.s- 

mission  of  deserters  from  Col.  Walurbury's  regiment :  and 
order  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon,   ^9 

6.  Petition  of  John  Monell,  Adam  Patrick,  and  Isaiah  riiro.y,  to 

be  liberated  from  confinement  ;  letter  from  I'lovincial 
Congress  to  committees  of  Newbuiu'h  and  r\'cw-Wi;i'!;or 
precincts,  informing  of  liberation  of;  and  admonition  to,  .  93 

7.  Detention  of  Captain  Patrick  t-im  lair.  His  Majcily  s  Lieut. 

Gov.  and  superintendent  of  iMichilimacinac,  on  parol  at 
Nassau  island,  Suffolk  county  ;  and  proceedings  01'  Frovin- 
cial  Congress  thereon,   ICO 

8.  Letter  from  Albany  committee  respecting  the  furnisi;ing  of 

provisions  for  soldiers  taken  prisoners  at  St.  Joiir.s  .  and 

answer  of  Provincial  Congres.s   liJ,  113 

(See  Lawrence  Welancton.) 

(See  Allicock,  Joseph.) 
(See  De  Kay,  Capt.  Charles.) 

9.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  lo  several  towns  on  the  route 

to  Cambridge,  for  assistance  in  the  transportation  oi  ct- 
tain  prisoners  taken  at  Philadelphia,  to  camp  at  Cain- 
bridge,   1:0 

10.  Johan  Christian  Drewidz,  commander  of  a  vessel  l  itely  re- 

turned from  sea,  arrested  and  committed  to  the  custo.ly  of 
Col.  McDougall,  on  suspicion  that  Ins  vessel  had  b  jcn  to 

Boston,   i-2 

(See  Candell  John.) 

11.  Order  for  advance  to  John  I\Iason,  a  soldier  taken  pri-nnrr 

at  Ticonderoga,  and  permitted  bycornmiltce  of  Hariioid  to 
proceed  to  Philadelphici   l.)2 

12.  Guard  ordered  to  be  m  readiness  at  the  barracks  to  prevent 

escape  of,   13 

13.  Discliarge  of  James  Hicks  and  Thomas  Carns,   14i>S 

(See  Lawrence,  Abraham.) 
(See  Bcthune,  George.) 

14.  Discharge  of  Major  Ethrington,  on  parol,   144 

15.  Discharge  of  Captain  William  Kelly,  of  second  battalion  of 

His  iNIajesty's  Royal  American  regiment ;  parol  of,  and 
certificate,    I-!4 

16.  Petition  of  Christian  Bergh,  Jr.  Adam  Berirh,  David  Dol, 

John  Doi,  and  Timothy  Doughty,  for  discharge  ;  alhdavits 
against   155,  15.S 

16.  Examination  of  Robert  Rodgcrs,  a  prisoner  on  p:iroi  I'rom 

Philadelphia;  parol  and  certificate  of.   lo7,  167 

17.  Petition  of  Jean  Viellat,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others, 

Canadian  prisoners,  praying  for  discharee  from  impn.son- 
ment ;  letters  from  Provincial  Congress  in  answer  thereto; 
and  letters  to  committee  at  Alljany,  and  to  Continental 
Cong-ess  thereon   175 

18.  Examination  of  Kiel  McFall  and  William  Elphinston.  Jr.  pri. 

soners  taken  in  Cannd'i  ;  and  discharsc  of,  on  parol   1S2 

19.  Discharse  of  Timothy  Doushty   1S2 

20.  Application  of  Captain  John  Norbury,  for  discharge  and  per- 

mission granted  for  exchange  with  an  officer  of  General 
Wooster's  recimeni,  onhnani  the  ship  Asia   IS7 

21.  Application  of  Lieuts.  Brou^h  and  liirhr.rdson.  for  informa- 

tion as  to  route  of  garrison  at  St.  Jolms,  anil  for  enlarge- 
ment of  parol ;  answer  of  Provincial  ^'ontTOSs   2CS 

22.  Apprehension  of  S.  Speight,  a  drniz'iist  :  a[ipointmcnt  of 

committee  lo  examine  letters  and  papers  of  ;  report  of 
committee,   210,  21 1 

23.  Resolution  directing  the  confinement  of,  in  the  jail  of  Ulster 

county,   —1 

24.  John  Blackler  ordered  imprisoned   231 

25.  Ordered  for  asrest  of  Lawrence  Harlwick,  on  charge  of  be- 

traying a  trust  reposed  in  him  by  Lieut.  Edward  Tyler,  a 

prisoner  on  board  the  ship  Asia   241 

26.  Examination  and  ilischarce  of  Thomas  Merrill,   242 

27.  Examination  and  discharsreof  William  Weyman,   248 

2S.  Ejaminalion  and  discharge  of  Thomas  Service,   248 
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PRISONERS— CONTINTJED. 

29.  Examination  of  Azor  Bells,  and  order  lor  confinement  of,  in 

Ulster  county  jail,   248,249 

30.  Examination  and  rc-conimiltment  of  Robert  Simmons,   21S 

31.  Examination  of  Lawrence  llanwick   248 

32  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  recommending  exchange 

of  Lieut.  Tylec,   250 

33.  Examination  of  Alexander  Leslie   255,  25f) 

34.  Examination  of  James  Webb  and  other  prisoners  transmuted^ 

by  Committee  of  Safety  of  ]New-Jersey,   257,  257,  253 

35.  Negotiations  with  Captain  Vandeput, respecting  the  exchange 

of  Lieut.  Tylee  ;  258 

36.  Arrest  and  examination  of  Joseph  Woolcombe  and  Captain 

William  Uobbs  ;  and  letters  found  in,   259,  2ti0, 2bl,  262 

37.  Arrest  and  examination  of  John  Fowler,  on  a  charge  of  aid- 
ing in  the  spiking  of  canuon  in  Westchester  county   202 

Order  for  arrest  of  William  Lownsberry  on  a  like  charge,. .  .  262 
Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  Captain  Benjamin 
Ledyard,  for  expenses  incurred  iu  charge  of  prisoners,  . .  . 
Order  for  imprisonment  of  GodlVey  Hains,  in  Ulster  county 
jail,  arrested  and  transmitted  by  .\ew-Jersey  Committee  of 

Safety ;  and  letter  to  Ulster  county  committee,  

Arrest,  examination  and  imprisonment  ol  \V'illiam  Lowns- 

berry,   264,270,271,  272,273 

Discharge  of  Lawrence  Hartwick,  on  entering  into  security  ^ 

for  good  behaviour,   "67 

43.  Examination  and  discharge  of  Joseph  Purdy,  \yilliam  Sutton 
and  Wm.  Armstrong,  on  charge  of  aiding  in  spiking  the 

cannon  beyond  King's  Bridge,   270 

44  Examination  and  order  for  imprisonment  of  Joshua  Gedney 
on  a  similar  charge,  -"j 

45.  Examination  and  discharge  of  Geo.  Shannon,   273 

46.  Arrest  and  examination,  and  order  for  imprisonment  of  Jo- 

seph Purdy,  276,277 

47.  Arrest  and  examination,  and  order  for  imprisonment  of  Jo- 

siah  Burrell,  Thomas  Hains  and  Isaac  Gidney,   2SU 

48.  Arrest  and  examination,  and  order  for  imprisonment  of  Tho- 

mas Vernon,   2a  1 

49.  Arrest,  examination  and  discharge  of  Guerney  Ten  Eyck,...  2S1 

(See  Queens  County,  21,  22.) 

50.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress  for  the  imprisonment  of 

sundry  disaffected  inhabitants  of  Queens  county ;  and  or- 
der of  Committee  of  Safety  thereon   239 

51.  Discharge  of  Jacob  Mott,   2S9 

52.  Discharge  of  John  Graham,  on  giving  security  for  good  beha- 

viour  290 

53.  Petition  of  Queens  county  prisoners,  to  go  at  large  on  parol ; 

denied,   294,295 

54.  Proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  in  the  case  of  Jean  Eap- 

tisle  D'Gas,  employed  by  Gen.  Wooster  as  a  conductor 
of,  and  interpreter  for  prisoners  from  Canada  to  Albany, 
submitted  by  letter  from  Gen  Lee     298 

55.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  inhabitants  of  Queens 

county,  requesting  the  collection  of  evidence  relative  to 
the  conduct  of  the  prisoners  apprehended  in,  on  charge  of 
hostility  to  the  public  liberties  

56.  Petition  of  John  Willett  and  fourteen  other  persons,  praying 

to  be  relieved  from  confinement,  

57.  Petition  of  Elizabeth  Atherton  for  discharge  of  her  husband ; 

and  reference  to  New-York  committee,   303 

68.  Discharge  of  Joseph  French,  on  security  for  his  appearance, 

<tc   305 

59.  Discharge  of  John  Willett  and  fourteen  others  ;  bond  of,. . . .  30._) 

60.  Examination  of  Christopher  Dnyr hinek,  on  charge  of  taking 

and  detaining  a  watch  belonging  to  a  member  of  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,  

(See  Elizabethtown,  5.) 
(See  Richmond  County,  13.) 

61.  Proceeding  of  Provincial  Congress  in  the  case  of  Christopher 

Duychinck,   326 

62.  Arrest  of  Rynier  Van  Hoosen   330 

63.  Examination  and  rc-cnmniilment  of  Wm.  Lownsbury,  Isaac 

Gidney,  Joseph  Purdy  and  Cornelius  McCartney,  on 
charge  of  assisting  in  spiking  the  cannon  at  Kins's 
Bridge,   341,342 

64.  Examination  of  Captain  John  Johnson,  arrested  on  charge 

of  havina  caned  Alexander  Leslie;  and  proceedinsrs  of 
Provincial  Congress  thereon,   314,  345,  312 

65.  Order  for  apprehension  and  imprisonment  of  Thomas  Ver- 

non, on  charge  of  hostility  to  the  liberties  of  America,  ..  344 

66.  Examination  of  Alexander  Leslie   34-4,  345 

67.  Examination  of  sundry  prisoners  taken  from  ship  Sally,  <S;c..  370 
63.  Discharge  of  John  Vouns,  and  order  for  safe  conveyance  of, 

to  his  parents  at  Philadelphia,   •  371 

69.  Examination  of  David  Ketch  and  Wm.  Douglass,  on  charge 

of  firing  at  the  port  guard,  in  the  city  of  Xew-York   372 

70.  Transfer  of  Isaac  Gidney  to  the  jail  in  Westchester  county  ; 

and  discharge  of  Joseph  Purdy  ••  388 

71.  Letter  from  Bns.  Gen.  Heath,  re(|uesting  pass  from  Captain 

Vandeput,  for  sloop  with  prisoners  from  St.  Johns,  to  pro- 
ceed to  Brunswick,  and  return   395 

71.  Discharge  of  Azor  lietts  and  John  Blackler,  on  subrcribing 
the  general  association,  acknowledging  their  penitence,  and 
entering  into  an  engagement  not  to  bear  arms  against  the 

Colonics,   ■  :  •  •  399 

72.  Examination  of  Peler  Dubois,  on  charges  exhibited  against 
293 
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PRISONERS— Continued. 
him  by  Rev.  Bernard  Page,  Ethan  Sickles  and  others  ;  dis- 
charge and  reprimand  of,    Ii'3,404 

73.  Return  of  prisoners  in  the  jail,  iitc.  cd  the  city  of  New-York,  40.S 

74.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Salety  to  Gen.  Washington,  re- 

<iuesting  llio  exchnnse  of  prisoners  on  board  the  Asia.. . .  409 

75.  Examination  of  Edward  Tylee,  one  of  the  prisoners  on 

board  the  Asia,     4;o 

76.  Apprehension  ol  Derby  Doyle,  on  charge  of  correspondence 

Avilh  and  aid  to  ministerial  army  and  navy,   413 

77.  Order  for  arrest  of  William  Winterton,  an  agent  in  the  em- 

ploy of  the  ministry   415 

(See  Dutchess  County,  35.) 

78.  Arrest  of  sundry  prisoners,  from  Westchester  county,  by 

committee  of  New- Jersey  ;  and  transmission  of,  to  N  ew  - 
York   41S,  423 

79.  Examination  of  Harry  Smith,   4^3 

SO.  Discharge  of  Isaac  Gidney  and  Josliua  Gidney,  on  givins 

security  for  appearance  and  conduct   429 

81.  Arrest  and  examination  of  Joseph  Blanchard  and  Peter 

Puillon,  on  charge  of  traitorous  correspondence  witli  tlie 
enemy;  proceedings  thereon,  431,  432,  433 

82.  Affidavit  relative  to  conduct  of  Thomas  Wooley,  a  private  in 

Capt.  John  Sand's  company  ;  and  order  for  arrest  of. . . .  432 

83.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress  recommending  prisoners 

on  parol  to  be  sent  to  Goshen.  Oranse  county   436 

84.  Examination  and  commitment  of  Thomas  Wooley,   43>,439 

85.  Arrest,  examination  and  commitment  of  Henry  Dawkins, 

Isaac  Young,  Israel  Youne,  Isaac  Ketchum  and  John  An- 
derson, on  charge  of  counterfeiting  the  Provincial  curren- 
cy.   437,  443  to  445,  464 

S6.  Appointment  of  committee  to  examine  and  try  all  persons 
confined  by  order  of  Provincial  Congress  and  Commiitee 
of  Safety  ,   462 

87.  Arrest,  examination  and  commitment  on  parol  of  John 
Moore,  Jr.  on  charee  of  hoistins  a  ilag  on  his  grounds  in 
Newtown,  in  imitation  of  the  British  flag   464 

8S.  Order  for  imprisonment  of  Tiioraas  Harriot,  on  conviction 

t  of  refusal  to  receive  in  payment  Continental  bills,  ecc. ...  465 

89.  Order  for  imprisonment  of  Philip  Youn^*,  charged  witii 

counterfeiting  Continental  money  ;  discharie  of,  ....   171,  497 

90.  Letter  from  Gen.  Putnam,  conimunicatinj  complaint  ai'ainji 

Sergeant  McFall,  of  the  26th  regiment,  taken  at  St, 
Johns;  report  of  committee  rcspcctini;,   471.478 

91.  Letter  from  Gen.  Putnam,  respecting  prisoners  at  the  forti- 

fications at  the  Highlands;  and  resolutions  of  Provincial 
Congress  thereon,   471,472 

92.  Examination  of  John  Livingston,  Jr.  for  relusal  to  prodr.re 

his  furlough  when  required  by  committee  of  Queens 
county;  order  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon,  4-0,4^1 

93.  Arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Jonathan  Baker  and  Stephen 

Fountain,  charced  with  takin?  up  arms  against  the  public 
liberties,  and  holding  traitorous  correspondence  witli  the 
enemiesof  the  country,   4S4 

94.  Arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Micha  Lynch  and  Thomas 

Hickey,  soldiers  of  the  Continental  army,  on  charee  c  i 
attempting  to  pass  counterfeit  bills  of  credit;  examir.r.- 
tion  and  order  respcctins,   495.  496.  497 

96.  Augustus  Van  Horn,  Vincent  P.  Ashfield,  ami  Thomas  ^\'. 

Sloore,  discharged,  on  signing  the  general  associalimi  : 
and  John  L.  C.  Eoome,  on  ref-usal  to  sign ;  recom- 
mended,   

97.  Arrest,  examination  and  commitment  of  John  Aincr.  cn 

suspicion  of  visiting  the  enemy's  ships  at  Sandy-Hook, . .  Ol'S 

98.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  directing  the  shrruf  of 

the  State  to  retain  in  their  custody,  until  discharsed  by 
due  course  of  law,  or  until  the  further  order  of  Provin- 
cial Congress   .tIS 

99.  Appointment  of  committee  for  di«T>ositinn  of, &c   518 

100.  Petition  of  .^amucl  Smith  and  Carlwalladcr  Coklen,  Jr.  con- 

fined in  Ulster  county  jail ;  reference  to  Ulster  county 
committee,   325 

101.  Order  for  apprelicnsion  and  imprisonment  of  James  Horton. 

Jr.  William  Sutton,  and  John  Sutton,  on  charse  of  bci.TS 
engaged  in  schemes  and  practices  against  the  public  liber- 
ties  oijR 

102'  Arrest  and  imprisonment  of  George  Davy,  and  William 

Tucker,  as  suspicious  persons   ")2.9 

103.  Report  of  committee  relative  to  imprisonment  of,  &c.  .....  530 

104.  Letter  to  committee  of  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  accompany- 

the  transmission  of,  to  the  jail  in  that  place,   531 

105.  Answer  of  Litchfield  committee   541 

106.  Letter  to  Gov.  Trumbull,  relative  to  suitable  provision  for 

the  security  of  such  prisoners,   543 

107.  Letter  to  Gov.  Trumbull,  relative  to  Litchfield  commiitee,  .  513 
lOS.  Examination,  n-ciunmitmentand  discharge  of.fohn  Thomas. 

a  deserter  from  Ihe  British  ship  of  wqr,  the  Lively,  544, 

109.  Examination,  recommitment  and  discharge  of  William  Sut- 

ton, ;   54-^ 

110.  Letler  from  Convention  to  chairman  of  Philadelphia  com- 

mittee, transmitting  William  Suiton,  to  the  jail  at,  

(See  Stewart,  Alexander.) 

111.  Admonition  and  discharge  of  John  Sullon   j^ij 

112.  Letter  from  Abraham  C.  Cuyler,  John  Duncan,  Stephen  De 

Lancey,  Benjamin  Hilton,  and  John  Monier,  praying  to  be 
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PBISONERS— Continued. 
tf leaded  from  confinement;  proceedings  of  Convention 

^^J^"'^^^aminalion  and  committal  of  Thomas  Willctt,  late 


555 


559 


IH 


116. 
117. 

IIS. 
119 


123. 


124. 


128. 


129. 
130. 


131. 


132. 


134. 


iherilf  of  Queens  county,  on  charge  of  certifying  and  pu 
blishing  declarations  of  Kicliard,  Viscount  Howe  and  Gen. 

Howe,  by  order  of  Gov.  Tryon,   55S 

Arrest,  examination  and  discharge  of  Edward  Willett,  Ed- 
ward W'illett,  Jr.  and  Thomas  Hicks,  implicated  in  the 

same  proceeding,  561,  562 

(See  Ulster  County,  57,  67.) 
115  Petitition  of,  confined  in  the  jail  at  White-Plains,  for  dis- 
charge, and  statement  of  offences  of,   581,582 

Report  of  Abra.  W.  Depeyster,  relative  to  the  disposition  of, 

in  Connecticut,  5"S3,  584 

Letter  from  D.  Matthews,  complaining  of  his  treatment,  and 
answer  of  Convention  and  letter  to  Governor  Trumbull,.  596 

597 

Order  for  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  John  WooUey,  for 

correspondence  with  British  vessels,   602 

Examination  of  John  WooUcy,   609 

120. '  Apprehension  and  e.xamin.-ition  of  William  Warne  ;  order 

for  commitment  of,  617,  61?,  619,  620,  621 

121.  Order  for  imprisonment  of  Isaac  Ketcham  and  Samuel  Skid- 

more,  on  charge  of  treasonable  practices  against  the 
State  .•   634 

122.  Letter  from  committee  of  Goshen  precinct,  relative  to  certain 

Scotch  prisoners  ;  report  of  committee,  and  proceedings 

thereon,  •   667 

Petition  of  John  Bloomer,  confined  at  Springfield,  in  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  for  removal  and  discharge  on  his  parol  of 
honor  ;  report  of  committee,  and  resolution  of  Committee 

of  Safety  thereon,   T5S 

Order  for  apprehension  of  Capt.  Phineas  Ford,  on  charge  of 
plunder  and  felony,  and  escape  of,   764,  765 

125.  Capt.  Isaac  Belknap's  report,  relative  to  the  escape  of  Capt. 

Ford,   764,  763 

126.  Reward  offered  for  apprehension  of,   765 

127.  Petitions  of  John  Moley  and  Stephen  Lyon  for  relief,  and  re- 
ference of,   775 

Letter  from,  requesting  permission  to  remain  with  his  fami- 
ly until  his  exchange  can  be  effected,    777 

Apprehension  and  discharge  of  John  Bloomer,  777,  785 

Petition  and  documents  of  Peter  Van  Schaick,  assigning  his 
reasons  for  refusal  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  anil  re- 
questing permission  to  remove  from  this  State,  with  his 

family  and  eff  ects   794,  793 

List  of,  apprehended  by  order  of  the  committee  of  Orange 

county,  and  disposition  of,  by  Convention,   S72 

(See  Albany  City  and  County,  74,  79,  81,  83.) 
(See  Tryon  County,  28.) 
Report  of  committee  for  the  examination  and  disposition  of 
the  persons  apprehended  by  Maj.  Wisner,  transmitting 

the  examination  by  them  885,  886 

F.jamination  of  Samuel  Herrin,   836 

Letter  to  Governor  Trumbull,  of  Connecticut,  respecting  per- 
mission to,  confined  in  that  State,  to  go  at  large,  on  pa- 
rol,   

135.  Resolution  of  Convention,  for  delivery  of,  in  Ulster,  Dutch- 

ess and  Orange,  with  the  proofs  against  them,  to.  General 
George  Clinton,  for  trial  by  court  martial,   8S9 

136.  Order  for  imprisonment  of  Thomas  Heddins,  

137.  Order  for  imprisonment  of  Abraham  Smith,  on  charge  of 

being  engaged  in  a  conspiracy,  

138.  Order  for  imprisonment  of  Isaac  Low,   

(See  Courts  Martial.) 

139.  Order  for  confinement  of  William  Smith  and  John  Patterson, 

within  the  manor  of  I.ivingfion,  on  parol,   960 

140.  Order  for  confinement  of  Henry  Cuyler,  in  the  town  of  Hur- 

ley,   

141.  Petitions  of  sundry  prisorers  in  confinprnent  at  various  pla- 

ces, for  pardon  and  relict, . ',ih3, 9i;6,  ;172,  973,  974,  970,  981,  1004 
(See  Connecticut,  66.) 

142.  Resolution  of  Council  of  Safety,  lor  the  transportation  of, 

confined  in  the  New-England  States,  to  the  Fleet  prison 
at  Esopus,  

143.  Resolution  of  Council  of  Safety,  inquiring  as  to  the  discharge 

of, sent  to  the  jail  at  Philadelphia,   9( 

144.  Letter  to  delegation  in  Congress  respecting,   9' 

145.  Regulations  for  the  government  and  management  of  the 

Fleet  prison,  973,  9 

146.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  Cornelius  C.  Elmen- 

dorph,  commissary  of  provisions  of,     974 

147.  Discharge  of  John  E.  Van  Alen   976 

(See  Philadelphia.  5.) 
143.  Affidavits,  <Scc.  and  order  for  discharge  of  Benjamin  Dar- 

by  :  

149.  Resolution  of  Council  of  S.ifcty  for  transmission  of  confined 

in  the  Fleet  prison,  to  Hartlord,  in  Connecticut;  letter  to 
Gov.  TrumhuU  thereupon   1063 

150.  Letters  from  Ezckiel  Williams,  commissary  of,  for  Conncc. 

licut,  respecting;  and  resolutions  of  Council  of  Safety 
respecting   1073,  1100 

151.  Letter  from  William  Smith,  requesting  permission  to  go  to 

the  city  of  New-York;  permission  denied,   1079 

152.  Appointment  of  commissioners  to  superintend  the  return  of, 

from  Hartford  to  this  Stale,   1105,  110, 
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153.  Commissioners  for  detecting  conspiracies,  &c.  authorized  to 

discharge  parols  of,  &c   1116 

154.  Commissioners  for  superintending  removal  of,  from  Hart- 
ford, authorized  to  permit  enlistment  of,  in  any  ul"  tlic  live 
Continental  or  Col.  Malcom's  regiments,  with  certain  re- 
giments, with  certain  restrictions,   1116 

PRISONERS  OF  WAR. 

1.  Letter  from  Joseph  Reed,  adjutant-general,  respecting  provi- 
sion for,  

2.  Appointment  of  John  McKesson  and  Robert  Benson,  as  com- 
missaries for,  

(See  Martin,  Joseph,  4.) 

3.  Petitions  of  Jonathan  Purdy,  Jr.  Rynier  Van  Housen,  and 
John  Fowler,  praying  to  he  admitted  to  their  parols  

4.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety,  authorizing  the  removal 
of,  from  Westchester  county,  to  Woodbury,  in  the  Slate  of 
Connecticut,   (;j3 

(See  Stewart,  Alexander.) 

5.  Report  of  Ebenezer  Lockwood,  relative  to  removal  of,  from 
Westchester  county,   091 

6.  Letter  from  Josa.  Loring,  commissary  of,  at  New-York,  rela- 
tive to  passports  lor,  exchanged,   767 

7.  Answer  of  Committee  of  Saf  ety,   767 

8.  Resolutions  for  the  disposition  of  the  effects  of  sundry  per- 
sons violating  their  parols,  and  having  rejoined  the  ene- 
my  760 

9.  Letter  frem  Brig.  Gen.  McDougall,  transmitting  sundry  per- 
sons therein  named  as,   79b 

10.  Letter  from  Edward  Dunscomb,  son  of  Daniel  Dunscomh,  a 
prisoner  at  New-York,  requesting  that  an  exchange  may 
be  eflected  for  him,   80S 

11.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  Gen.  Washington,  rela. 
live  to  exchange  of,   805 

12.  Petition  of  Moses  Knapp,  confined  in  Kingston  jail,  for  re- 
lief,  838 

13.  Order  for  confinement  of  John  Cummings  and  Alexander 
Cruikshanks,  prisoners  on  parol,   833 

14.  Resolution  of  Convention  for  excliange  of  James  Jauncy,  Jr. 
for  Major  West,  of  the  Pennsylvania  battalion,   850 

J.3.  Order  to  committee  of  Albany,  for  the  apprehension  and  con- 

fiaement  of   jjT 

16.  Letter  from  Col.  Alexander  Hamilton,  informing  of  the  ap- 
proval of  Gen.  Washington  of  the  exchange  of  Major  Ed- 
mondston  ;  order  thereon,   S'3 

17.  Application  of  John  Gamble  to  be  exchanged;  resolution  of 
Convention  thereon,   888 

18.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to  ilelcgalion  in  Congress,  re- 
specting the  publication  in  this  country  and  Europt,  ol  the 
report  of  Committee  of  Congress  relative  to  the  treatment 
of,  by  the  British,  T..   947 

19.  Letter  from  secretary  of  board  of  war,  requesting  an  account 
of  expenses  tor,   98?. 

;0.  Letter  f  rom  Col.  Van  Schaick,  accompanying  the  transmission 

of,    1014,  1040 

21.  Examination  of  Francis  Horsman,  a  prisoner  of  the  53d  regi- 
ment, relative  to  the  condition  of  the  British  army,   102] 

22.  Appointment  of  Abraham  B.  Bancker  as  commissary  of,  in 
place  of  Christopher  Bancker,  resigned   1029 

23.  Permission  to  John  Patterson  to  proceed  to  New-York,  for 
the  purpose  of  effecting  an  exchange  :  bond  for  return,. . .  1082 

24.  Letter  from  Convention  to  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress, 
transmitting  accounts  and  vouchers  of  disbursements  by 
this  State  for,  ,  1114 


PRIVATEERS. 

1.  Proceedings  and  resolutions  of  Continental  and  Provincial 

Congress,  relative  to  commissioning  of",  and  issuing  letters 
of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  instructions  of  Continental 
Congress  to  the  commanders  of  such  vessels,. . .  .357.  4U7,  40S 

2.  Commission  granted  to  James  Smith,  commander  of  t!ie  arm- 

ed sloop  Gen.  Schuyler,   411 

3.  Commission  granted  to  Thomas  Cregier,  of  the  Gen.  Putnam, 

and  instructions  to  411,433 

4.  Commission  granted  to  William  Rogers,  of  the  Montgomerie, 

and  insti  ictions,  411,414 

5.  Letter  from  James  Smith,  commander  of  the  Gen.  Schuyler, 

returning  his  commission,   470 

6.  Commission  to  John  Warner,  as  commander  of  the  barque 

Washington   503 

7.  Commission  to  Joseph  White,  for  brigantine  Enterprise,   510 

8.  Commission  to  Stewart  Deane,  for  sloop  Beaver,   310 

9.  Letter  from  officers  and  mariners  of  the  privateer  Putn.im, 

relative  to  a  mutiny  on  boanl  of  said  vessel,   C3S 

10.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  sale  of  the  armed 

schooner  Putnam,   60.';.  697 

11.  Resolution  of  Committee  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  fitting 

out  and  paying  off  the  wages  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  sloop  INIontgomery,   6^0 

12.  Appointment  of  Col.  iSroome  as  agent  for  sloop  Montgomery, 

with  authority  to  refit,  k.c   80.3 

13.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  delegation  in  Continental 

Congress,  informing  of  the  arrival  of  Capt.  William  Hoircrs 
of  the  armed  sloop  Montgomery,  at  Baltimore,  with  a  brig 
and  schooner  taken  by  him,  and  requeslinc  assi-'lance  In  pro- 
curing a  condemnation  of  said  brltr,  effecting  sales  of  the 
prizes,  and  refitting  ;  letter  to  CapL  Rodgcrs,   805 
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14.  Letter  from  Convention  to  Peter  Colt,  agent  for  sloop  Mont- 

gomery,   845 

15.  Letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  one  of  llie  Delegates  from  this 

State  in  Continental  Congress,  relative  to  the  disposition  of 
the  clothing  and  other  cargo  of  tlie  sloop  Montgomery,  and 
the  proceedings  of  Congress  thereon,  Sic  S58,  859 

16.  Letter  from  Col.  John  Broome,  relative  to  the  Montgomery 

vessel  of  war   915 

17.  Resolution  of  Convention  for  the  payment  of  the  wages  of  the 

crew  of  the  armed  sloop  Montgomrcie,  for  their  discharge, 
and  for  the  sale  of  said  vessel,   935 

18.  Listructions  to  auditor-general,  relative  to  the  settlement  of 

the  accounts  of  the  armed  sloop  Montgomerie,  and  resolu- 
tion for  the  payment  to  Capt.  William  Rodgers,  late  com- 
mander of  said  sloop,  of  four  thousand  pounds,  for  prize 
money,  to  himself  and  crew,   991 

19.  Letter  from  Col.  John  Broome,  informing  of  the  sale  of  the 

sloop  iMontgomerie   992 

20.  Letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  transmitting  accounts  relative  to 

the  prices  of  the  armed  sloop  Monigomerie,   1001 

PRIVILEGE,  BREACH  OF. 

(See  Provincial  Congress,  13.) 
(See  De  Lancey,  John.) 
PRIZES  AND  PRIZE  VESSELS. 

(See  Marine  Committee,  3.) 
(See  Hallett,  Joseph,  11.) 

1.  Capture  of  brig  Temple,  and  a  Bermudian  sloop,  by  the  Con- 

tinental sloops  Schuyler  and  Mitllin,  and  the  armed  sloop 

Montgomerie,   6-12 

(See  Privateers.) 

2.  Letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  one  of  the  Delegates  from  this 

State  in  Continental  Congress,  relative  to  the  disposition, 
by  Congress,  of  the  clothing  and  other  cargo  captured  by 
the  armed  sloop  Montgomery,  and  resolutions  of  Conven- 

thereon,  853,  859 

PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 

1.  Letter  from  the  NeT-York  Committee  to  the  counties,  request- 

ing the  election  of  Delegates  to   5 

2.  Organization  of,  and  names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  at- 

tending, May  23,  1775,   7,  8 

3.  Officers  of,   7 

4.  Votes  in,  how  taken,  8,  101 

5.  Rules  of,   8 

6.  Resolution  offiered  by  Mr.  Low,  respecting  competency  and 

powers  of,  and  votes  on  said  resolution,   8,  9 

7.  Resolution  for  opening  proceedings  of,  each  morning,  with 

prayer,    9 

8.  To  determine  the  number  of  men,  not  exceeding  three  thou- 

sand, necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  city  of  New-York, 
the  fortifications  at  or  near  King's  Bridge,  the  batteries  at 
the  Highlands,  and  the  posts  at  or  near  Lake  George  ;  to 
appoint  officers  and  prescribe  rules  and  regulations  for 
government  of,   16 

9.  Directions  to,  by  Continental  Congress,  respecting  bounties, 

clothing  and  pay  of  troops,  and  period  of  enlistment,   16 

(See  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress.) 

10.  Letter  from,  to  Continental  Congress,  enclosing  communica- 

tion and  documents  from  Albany  committee,   21 

11.  Recognition  by,  of  election  of  Delegates  to  Continental  Con- 

gress, by  Provincial  Convention,   51 

12.  Resolutions,  proceedings  and  report  of,  respecting  plan  of  ac- 

commodation with  Great  Britain,  and  letter  from  Delegates 

in  Continental  Congress  respecting,. .  20,  26,  50,  .52  to  54,  58,  59 

13.  John  De  Lancey  reprimanded  by  President,  for  an  insult  to 

Mr.  Scott,  and  the  dispute  between  them  enjoined  to  be 
stopped,   101 

14.  Appointment  of  committee  of  ways  and  means,  for  discharg- 

ing debts  contracted  by,   101 

15.  Appropriation  of  S  175,000  by  Continental  Congress,  to  dis- 

charge debts  of,  contracted  by,   102 

16.  Committee  of  observation  appointed  to  employ  boats  to  sail 

eastward,  for  the  discovery  of  any  fleet  sailing  towards 
New- York  ;  authorized  to  insure  boats  employed  by,  for 
this  purpose,  against  seizure,   IH^,  111,113 

17.  Resolutions  of,  for  administering  oath  of  secrecy  to  members 

and  officers  of,  and  all  persons  employed  by  ;  form  of 
oath   116,  117 

18.  Proceedings  of,  relative  to  dissolution  of,Tind  election  of  new 

Delegates,  ISO,  185 

19.  Accounts  of  Secretaries  of,  audited   188 

20.  Organization  of,  chosen  on  tiie  14th  November,  1775,   205 

21.  Votes  in,  how  directed  to  be  taken   200 

22.  Rules  of,  for  transaction  of  b\isiness,    206 

23.  Hour  of  meeting  and  adjournment,   206 

24.  Sessions  of,  removed  to  Assembly  Chamber  of  General  As- 

sembly    208 

25.  Letter  to  absent  members  of,  ,   240 

26.  Appointment  of  committee  to  report  a  plan  for  a  third  Pro- 

vincial Congress,   332 

27.  Proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon   352 

28.  Letter  from  Wm.  Paulding,  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Safe- 

ty, recommending  the  meeting  of,   410 

29.  Organization  of  third  Provincial  Congress     448 

30.  Votes  in,  how  directed  to  be  taken,   450 

31.  Rules  of,   45C 


PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS— CONTIN0ED. 

32.  Resolutions  of,  declaring  military  ollicers  ineligible  to  a  seat 

 •   495 

33.  Resolutions  for  the  adjournment  of,  to  Wliite-Plaiiis,  m  West- 

chester county,  and  for  the  transfer  thither  of  the  public 
treasures  and  records,  and  the  uulilary  stores,   512 

34.  List  of  members  of,  ^12^  513 

35.  Organization  of  fourth  Provincial  Congress,   515 

30.  Resolution  of,  changing  the  style  of,  to  that  of"  Convention 

of  the  Itepresentatives  of  the  Slate  of  New-York,"   319 

37.  Adjournment  of  Provincial  Convention  to  Harlem   54S 

38.  Adjournment  of  Provincial  Convention  to  Fishkili,   599 

39.  Ratification  of  acts  and  proceedinu's  of,   S57 

PROVINCIAL  CONVENTION. 

1.  Deputies  to,  held  at  the  Exchange,  in  the  city  of  New- York, 

April  20,  1775,   1 

2.  Organization  and  proceedings  of,   1 

3.  Votes  in,  how  taken  ,   1 

4.  Election  by,  of  Delegates  to  Continental  Congress,   4 

5.  Recognition  of,  by  Provincial  Congress,    51 

6.  Recognition  of,  by  Convention  of  Representatives,   887 

PROVINCIAL  CURRENCY. 

(See  Colonial  Paper  Currency.) 
PROVISIONS  AND  SUPPLIES. 

1.  Directed  to  be  furnished  to  garrisons  stationed  at  Ticondero- 

ga  and  the  south  end  of  Lake  George  ;  instructions  respect- 
ing, 10,  a,  12,  13,21 

2.  Appointment  of  Peter  T.  Curtenius  as  commissary  of,  and  in- 

structions to,   27 

3.  List  of  men  and  articles  directed  by  Provincial  Congress  to 

be  furnished  by  commissary,  and  forwarded  to  south  end  of 
Lake  George,   28 

4.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Delegates  in  Continental 

Congress,  respecting  the  lading  of  provisions  for  the  xise  of 
the  army  and  navy  at  Boston,  consigned  to  Messrs.  Lopez 
&  Rome,  at  Rhode  Island,  on  board  of  vessel  of  Captain 
Coffin,     38 

5.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  requesting  Provincial 

Congress  to  forward  to  camp  at  Boston,  live  thousand  bar- 
rels of  flour  for  use  of  the  Continental  army,   39 

6.  Proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon  39,  40 

7.  Commissary-General  directed  to  purchase  and  forward  to  Al- 

bany 300  barrels  of  pork,   40 

8.  Return  from  John  N.  Bleeckcr  of,  received  from  New-York, 

and  of  the  quantity  forwarded  to  Fort  George,   41,  45 

(See  Curtenius,  Peter  T.) 

9.  Letter  to  John  Alsop,  of  Philadelphia,  relative  to  purchase  of 

blankets,    60 

(See  Phelps,  Elisha.) 

10.  Receipt  from  Philip  Lansingh  to  Egbert  Dumond,  for  200  bar- 

rels of  flour  for  use  of  troops  at  Ticonderoga,    65 

(See  Albany,  10,13,  13.) 
(See  Van  Rensselaer,  Philip,  1.) 
(See  Trumbull,  Jonathan,  Jr.) 
(See  Livingston,  Peter  Van  Brugh,  7.) 

11.  Resolution  prohibiting  the  departure  of  vessels  containing, 

without  permission   123 

(See  Rhode  Island,  3,  7.) 
(See  Ships  and  Vessels.) 
(See  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  49.) 
(See  Livingston,  Peter  Van  Brush,  11.) 
(See  Drake,  Col.  Gilbert.) 

12.  Appointment  of  committee  to  employ  and  despatch  vessel 

for  purchase  of;  appropriations  for,  and  mode  of  expendi- 
ture,  145,  148,  183,  212 

(See  Massachusetts  Bay,  17.) 

13.  Measures  for  protection  of  slock  against  seizure  by  the  Bri- 

tish troops   220 

(.See  Westchester  County,  29,  30,  41,  43.) 

14.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  prohibiting  all  obstruction 

in  tlie  supply  of,   229 

13.  Resolution  of  provincial  Congress  of  New-Jersey,  repealing 

embargo  on  exportation  of,   330 

16.  Directions  for  providing  m.Tiazines  of,   357 

17.  Letter  from  General  Washington  to  Provincial  Congress,  re- 

specting purchase  of,  from  sundry  disaffected  persons  cn 
Long  isiand,   4;i2,  493 

18.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  authorizing  commissary- 

general  to  take,  on  rel'usal  to  sell,  on  payment  of  the  mar- 
ket price  thereof,   494 

19.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  prohibiting  the  exporta- 

tion ol' salted  beef  and  pork   497 

20.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Cimeress,  recommending  the  sale  of, 

to  commissary,  by  the  inhabitants,  at  a  reasonable  price, 

and  providing  for  valuatinn  thereof,   503 

(See  Washin'.;ion,  George,  66.) 

21.  Resolution  of  Convention  for  tlie  jiurcliase  of  wheat  for  the 

use  of  the  army,  and  for  the  supply  of  flour,   089. 

22.  Appointment  of  commiltee  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the 

better  procuring  of,  and  for  the  prevention  of  monopoly 

and  engrossing  in,  "75,  795 

23.  Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety,  for  the  sufficient  supply 

of,  for  the  use  of  ihe  northern  army,   800 

(See  Prices.) 
PROVOST,  REV.  SAMUEL. 
1.  Appointed  chaplain  to  Convention,  and  directed  to  open  its 


^  .3 


'J  ,Y  j 


.« 


.  .3J 


,    1  ,  -3i'-'  ■''^•  "it;  .*« 


 ../(OIK  II  ^j'l-i.-i  '>;j< '>  J        -.Mii -r.':  ,t,T 


1172 


INDEX. 


PAGE. 

PROVOST,  REV.  SAMUEL — Continued. 
daily  sessions  wiUi  prayer,  and  perform  divine  service  on 

iiuodays,  ■  •  •  

2  Dedensionof,  

PUBLIC  DEBT. 
I   Appointment  of  committee  to  consider  the  ways  and  means 

best  adapted  to  discharge,   101 

S.  Approrrial'on  of  S173,000  by  Continental  Congress,  to  dis- 
charge of,   ■  •   J02 

3  Report  of  committee  of  ways  and  means   10 J 

4  Resolutions  respectinj  time  for  siiiUin;  of.   223 

6  Directions  for  receipt  of  additional  sum  of  money  from  Con- 
tinental Congress,    224 

(See  Loans.) 
(See  Bills  of  Credit.) 
(See  Continental  Currency.) 
(See  Colonial  Currency.) 

PULVER  HENDRICIC. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  captain  of  the  ninth  company  in  Colonel 

>'eter  R.  Livingston's  regiment  of  militia,   773 

PPRDY,  DAVID. 
1.  Directed  to  be  brouglit  before  Committee  of  Safety;  repri- 
mand and  discharge,   15>i)  15^ 

PURDY,  EBENEZER. 

I.  Appointment  of,  as  major  of  militia  in  Westchester  county,.  526 

PURDY,  ISAIAH. 

1.  Letter  and  nllidavits  from  Committee  of  Safety  of  jS'ewburgh 

and  New-Windsor,  respecting  conduct  of,  in  opposition  to 

the  liberties  of  the  American  Colonies,   SI,  82 

a.  Sent  by  Committee  of  Safety  as  prisoner  to  Col.  McDougall's 

camp,   82 

3.  Liberation  of;  letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  committees 

of  Newburgh  and  New- Windsor ;  and  admonition  to.,. .. .  93 
PUTNAM,  ISRAEL. 
1  Appointment  of  as  major-general  by  Continental  Congress,.  C3 

2.  Letter  from,  to  Committee  of  Safety,  ro'iuesliag  tlie  comple- 

tion and  forwarding  of  the  four  New- York,  regiments,  to  the 
city  of  New-Yoric,  witliout  delay,   40] 

3.  Letter  from,  to  Committee  of  Safety,  requesting  a  guard  for 

city  records,       402 

4.  Instructions  from  Gen.  Wasliington,  to,  i'or  the  regulation  of 

his  conduct,  in  respect  to  the  determination  of  Provinci.^1 
Congress,  relative  to  the  lories,  and  to  concert  measures 
■with  Gen.  Greene,  &c.  during  General  Washington's  ab- 
sence,   436 

5.  Letter  from.'informingof  the  inoculation  of  a  number  of  peo- 

ple for  the  smallpox  in  the  city  of  New- York,  and  request- 
ing the  action  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon   459 

6.  Communication  of  thanks  of  to  Provincial  Congress  for  their 

exertions,  and  that  of  the  general  committee  for  prevent- 
ing the  spread  of  the  smallpox;  answer  of  Provincial 
Congress,   463 

7.  Letter  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,  informing  of  the  visita- 

tion of  lories  in  jail,  by  larlies.  occ   467 

S.  Letter  from,  informing  of  complaint  against  Sergeant  iMcFall 

of  the  -ijth  regiment,  taken  at  St.  Johns,   471 

9.  Letter  fri'iu,  requesting  the  order  of  Provincial  Congress,  re- 

specting the  tory  prisoners  at  tlie  fortihcations  at  the  fligh- 
lands ;  trinsmittini  a  list  of  such  prisoners  ;  resolutions 
and  answer  of  I'rovincial  Concrress  there'll,  .  ;   471,472 

10.  Letter  frum,  rpspcciing  proceedings  of  the  enemy,   956 

II.  Answer  of  Convention   957 

12.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to.  transmitting  copy  of  a  let- 

ter from  General  Schuyler,  expressing  his  surprise  at  the 
conduct  of  the  general  officers  in  evacuating  Tieonderoga,  992 

13.  Answer  of  Gen.  Putnam   994 

14.  Letter  from,  transmitting  copy  of  the  trial  and  sentence  of 

Kdmund  Palmer,  as  a  spy   1020 

15.  Letter  from,  to  Gov.  Clinton,  respecting  proceedings  of,  and 

requesting  a  temporary  resumption  of  his  command,  in  ex- 
pectation of  an  immediate  attack  Irom  the  enemy   1027 

16.  Letter  from,  to  Council  of  Safely  relative  to  proceedings  of 

commissioners  of  sequestration  in  Westchester  county  ; 

answer  of  Council,   1030,  1031 

PYE,  DAVID. 

1.  Letters  from,  respecting  'provision  for  apprehension  of  de- 
serters from  Capt.  Johnson's  company,   104,  161 

a. 

QUAKER?.  (See  New- York  City  and  County.  .35.)) 

1.  Deputation  of.  from  a  monthly  meeting  nf  Friends  in  the  Ob- 

long, in  Dutchess  county,  requesting  informali.in  relative 
to  the  imposition  of  certain  test  oaths  ;  appointment  of 
committee  to  confer  with  ;  report  of,  and  resoliilinns 

thereon,   779 

(See  Hunt,  Joseph.) 

2.  Order  for  apprehension  and  confinement  of  a  number  of; 

proceedings  without  permission  to  Long  island,  to  attend 
their  annual  meeting   972 

3.  Petition  for  the  discharge  of ;  granted,   1027 

QITALIFICATION  OF  VOTERS. 
i<  Proceedings  of  Convention  relative  to,  in  the  formation  of 

the  constitution   843,  867 


r.KGZ. 

QUARTER-MASTER-GENERAL. 

(See  MiiUin,  Thomas.) 

QUARTER-MASTERS. 

1.  Appointment  of,  for  second  rf  giment,   62 

2.  Appointment  of,  for  fust  regiment,   fig 

3.  Appointment  of,  for  Ulster  ciinnly  militia,    135 

4.  Appointment  of,  for  regiment  of  minute  men  in  liutchess 

county,   J  33 

QUEBEC. 

1.  Resolution  directing  letters  to  be  written  to  the  inhabit.ints  of 

of  the  northern  counties,  respecting  a  contemplated  incur- 
sion into  the  province  of,   ji 

2.  Addresss  of  Provincial  Congress  to  inhabitants  of  the  pro. 

vince  of,    og 

3.  Information  relative  to,  communicated  by  Richard  Jenkins, 

master  of  Thomas  Ludlow's  vessel,   123 

4.  Report  of  Continental  troops,   206 

5.  Letter  from  C'cd.  Rudolphus  Kilzcma, detailing  the  attack  on; 

death  of  Geu.  Montgomery ;  and  capture  of  Col.  Arnold's 
detachment   ■2S6.  2S7 

6.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  directing  the  supply  to 

Gen.  Lee,  of  cannon  and  other  necessaries  for  the  scige  or 
assauitof,   SIS 

7.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from  to  the  third  provin- 

cial Congress,   44'J 

8.  List  of  tories  ami  disaffected  persons  in,  and  resolutions  of 

Provincial  Congress  respecting  proceedings  against,...  47G,  477 

9.  Appointment  of  officers  of  a  troop  of  horse  in  Newtown,. . . .  .3?3 

QUEENS  COUNTY. 

1.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  first  Provincial 

Convention,   l,'2,  3,  4 

2.  Proceedings  at  annual  town  meeting  in  Flushing,  for  choice 

of  Deputies,   4 

3.  Proceedings  at  annual  town  meeting  of  Jamaica,  Oystei  bay 

and  Newtown,   4 

4.  Resolution  of  Convention  in,  relative  to  Deputies  attending 

from  Jamaica,  Queens  and  Newtown,  not  regularly  cho- 
sen,  4 

5.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  first  Provincial 

Congress,   9 

6.  Non-atlendine  Deputies  from,  requested  to  attend,    50 

7.  Members  from,  requested  to  report  their  opinion  relative  to 

the  conduct  of  their  constituents,  with  regard  to  the  contro- 
versy with  Great  Britain,   CO 

S.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress  respecting  dissent  of  a 
portion  of  inliabitants  of,  and  the  rights  of  the  sitting 

members,   .38,  59 

9.  Attendance  of  Joseph  French   66 

lU.  Appointment  of  member  of  Committee  of  Safety  lor,   70 

(See  Wooater,  David,  22.) 

11.  Pro?isions  for  impressment  and  a|)i)raisal  of  arms  in  the 

hands  of  persons  not  signing  tlie  general  association  in, . .  149 

12.  Proceedings  for  carrying  such  provisions  into  elfect  in  ;  re- 

port of  Maj.  William  V/illiams  ;  and  examination  of  wit- 
nesses,     156,  137.  I3S,  159 

13.  Proceedings  and  resolutions  of  inhabitants  of  Great  Neck, 

Cow  Neck,  and  all  lately  belonging  to  Captain  Sti'p'ien 
Thorn's  company  ;  and  choice  of  olficers  of;  letter  of  Pro- 
vincial Congress  to,   173 

14.  Information  respecting  disatl'ections  in,  and  suspicions  of  a 

desi::n  to  enlist  ni.'groes,   213 

15.  Resolutions  respecting  inimical  proceedings  of  certain  inhabi- 

tants of;  and  requiring  attendance  of  committee  from,  he- 
fore  Provincial  Congress   216,  22y,  230 

16.  Commissary  directed  to  deliver  to  Captain  Skidmore,  tlie 

arms  received  trom  company  of,  and  pay  appraised  value 

of  such  as  were  sent  into  the  jinljlic  service   227 

17.  Letter  to  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress,  respeclini:  inimi- 

C.1I  proceedings  in  ;  anil  proceedings  of  Provincial  Con- 
gress in  relation  thereto,   230 

18.  Petitions  of  Thomas  Place  and  Gabriel  Van  Cott,  of,  express. 

ing  contrition  for  having  opposed  the  choice  of  Deleeates 
to  Provincial  Congress,  and  praying  for  a  restoration  to 
favour  :  order  of  Congress  thereon   237 

19.  Petitions  of  Captain  Jacob  i\Iott,  Jackson  Molt,  and  Se.nman 

Weeks  ;  and  certificate  of  Committee  of  Safety  thereupon,  232, 

233 

20.  Letter  to  Col.  Herd,  respecting  confinement  of  Jacob  Molt,  273, 

274 

21.  Obligations  of  sundry  disaffected  inhabitants  of,  received  and 

filed    289 

22.  Resolution  of  Continental  Coneress,  directing  the  imprison- 

ment of  sundry  disaffected  inhabitants  of,   2S9 

23.  Petition  of  said  prisoners,  for  permission  to  go  at  large  on 

parol  ;  denied  '. .  204,  295 

24.  Letter  to  inhabitants  of,  informing  of  the  apprehension  of 

sundry  persons  in,  considered  inirnic.nl  to  the  public  liber- 
ties ;  and  reriuesting  the  collection  of  evidence  relating  to 
charges  aeainst,   .^00 

25.  Petition  of  Wm.  and  Thos.  Cock,  of  Oysterbay,  for  rcslon- 

lion  to  favour  ;  granted,   314 

26.  Letter  from  Joseph  Robinson,  of  Jamnica,  relative  to  evi- 

dence against  the  persons  apprehended  in,  by  onlcr  of 
CoiitiDental  Congress,   325 
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QUEENS  COUNTY— CoNTiNTjED. 

27.  Determination  of  ProTincial  Conaress  relaiive  to  militia  of; 

and  letter  to  Col.  Wackwell  and  olliers   339,  345 

28.  Information  of  imposition  of  test  oath  to  sundry  inhabitants 

of,  &-C  and  eximinalions  relating  thereto   3j4,  355 

29.  Keturn  of  officers  of  militia  company  m  Jamaica,   3S3 

30.  Return  of  oiKcers  of  militia  company  in  Newtown,   43S 

31.  Examination  of  John  Hendi  ickson,  relative  to  proceedings  of 

tories  and  disaflected  persons  on  Long  island   454 

32.  Return  of  election  of  ofticers  of  militia  of,  in  Flushing,   ibo 

33.  Return  of  election  of  otlicers  of  militia  in  the  south  district 

of  Newtown   499 

34.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  in  fourth  Provincial 

Congress,  at  White  Plains,   515 

35.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress  for  liberty  to  Rev.  i\Ir.  Ket- 

tellas,  a  Deputy  from,  to  attend  the  House  at  such  times 
only  as  he  may  think  proper,   51G 

36.  Certificate  of  election  of  Wm.  Ludlow,  Jr.   as  captain  of 

minute  company  in  Jamaica,  in  the  stead  of  John  J.  Skid- 
more,  promoted  to  a  majority,   550 

37.  Loan  to  committee  of,  for  the  public  service,    551 

38.  Order  for  apprehension  of  Thomas  tViUett,  late  sheriff  of,  on 

charge  of  certifying  and  publishing  declaration  of  Richard 
Viscount  Howe,  and  Wm.  Howe,  attested  by  Governor 
Tryon,     5.^2 

39.  Arrest  and  examination  of,   558,  Sog 

40.  Order  for  apprehension  of  Edward  Willett,  Thomas  Willett, 

Edward  Wiliet,  Jr.  Lawson,  a  schoolmaster  at  Flushing, 

and  Thomas  Hicks,  Esq.  an  attorney  at  law,   559 

41.  Order  for  imprisonment  of  Thomas  Willett,   559 

42.  Arrest,  examination  and  discharge  cf  Kdward  Willett,   .  561,  562 

43.  Arrest,  examination  and  discharge  of  Edward  Willett,  Jr.   .  5(52 

44.  Arrest,  examination  and  discharge  of  Thomas  Hicks,   562 

45.  Order  for  examination  of  Nathaniel  Mills,   562 

46.  One-half  of  militia  of  ordered  to  Nassau  island,   566 

47.  Appointment  of  field  olhcers  ol  the  miiitia  drafted  from,....  d6S 

48.  Election  of  William  Lawrence,  as  captain  of  a  company  of 

militia  at  Newtown,   572 

49.  Order  for  apprehension  and  examination  of  Elizabeth  Hicks,  572 

50.  Militia  of,  ordered  into  service  lor  the  protection  of  the  stock 

and  provisions  of,   536 

51.  Resolutions  of  Convention  for  removal  of  stock  from,  to 

Hempstead  Plains;  and  for  defence  of,  against  the  incur- 
sions of  the  enemy,   5S8 

(See  Nassau  Island.) 
(See  Long  Island.) 
(See  Remsen,  Jeromus.) 

52.  Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety  relative  to  organization 

and  disposition  of  militia  of,   603 

(See  Smith,  Josiah.) 

53.  Appointment  of  Representatives  in  Assembly  for,   918 

QUIT  RENTS. 

1.  Resolutions  of  Convention  for  seizing  and  taking  into  custody 

the  books  of  the  late  receiver-general  of  New-York,  rela- 
tive to,   554 

2.  Resolution  of  Convention  declaring  such  rents  formerly  due 

to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  be  due  to  the  government 

of  the  State  of  New- York,  ,   554 


R. 

RANDON,  ELIZABETH. 

(See  New-York  City,  20.) 

RANGERS. 

1.  Resolutions  of  Convention  for  the  organization,  command, 

pay  and  subsistence  of  sundry  corps  of,  in  the  western  and 
eastern  counties  of  the  titate,  for  the  defence  and  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers,   533,  539 

2.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  for  payment  of  bounties  to   540 

3.  Commission  to  Joab  Hoisington  as  major  of,  in  the  counties 

of  Cumberland  and  Gloucester,   540,541 

(See  De  Witt,  Jacob  Rulzen.) 

4.  Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety  relative  to  pay,  bounty 

and  subsistence  of,    &S5 

5.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  John  Moore,  for  pay- 

ment of  bounty  and  subsistence  of,  in  Tryon,  Albany  and 

Charlotte  counties,  6S6,  687 

(See  Charlotte  County,  12.) 
(See  Belknap,  Captain  Isaac.) 

7.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  Captain  Samuel  Delli- 

van,  for  pay,  bounty  and  subsistence  of  company  of,  in  the 
manor  of  Cortlandt,   7.59 

8.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  Captain  Alexander 

Baldwin,  for  pay,  bounty  and  subsistence  of  company  of, 

in  the  county  of  Albany   739,  826 

9.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  Major  Alexander 

Webster,  for  pay,  bounty  and  subsistence  of  corps  of,  in 

Charlotte  county,   759,  760 

(See  Bradt,  John  A.) 

(See  Scribner,  Nathaniel.) 

(See  Hasbrouck,  EUas,  3.) 
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10.  Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safely,  and  Convention  autho- 

rizing the  enlisunent  ol',  into  the  several  Continental  regi- 

giments,  and  prohibiting  larther  recruiting  of,  S13,  S53 

(See  Demoth,  Marcus.) 
(See  Bayley,  Jacob.) 

11.  Resolutions  of  Convention,  discharging  the  several  compa- 

nies of,    ,^53 

12.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  for  payment  of,  in  Cumberland 

and  Gloucester  counties,   916 

13.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  for  payment  and  subsistence  of 

Captains  Wiese  and  Kitman's  company  of,  in  Tryon  coim- 

ty<   P36 

14.  Gen.  Bayley  directed  to  order  company  of  raised  in  Glouces- 

ter and  Cumberland  county,  to  march  to  Kingston,  . .   947 

(See  Wait,  Capt.  Benjamin.) 

15.  Companies  of,  comm.-inded  by  Captains  John  Strong  and  ' 

Simon  Stevens,  placed  under  the  direction  of  Gen.  Schuy- 
ler,   979 

16.  Resolutions  of  Council  of  Safety,  for  raising  two  companies 

of,  in  the  counties  of  Albany,  Tryon  and  Ulster,  for  the 
protection  of  the  frontiers,  appointment  of  officers,  and  in- 
structions to,  relative  to  attacks  upon  the  savages,   1001 

17.  Letter  to  Maj.  Gen.  Schuyler,  thereupon,   lOC/2 

RECORDS. 

1.  Letter  to  Samuel  Bayard,  Jr.  and  Augustus  Van  Cortlandt, 

respecting  provision  for  safety  of,   J  35 

2.  Letter  from  Augustus  Van  Cortlandt,  respecting,   13.8 

3.  Letter  from  Samuel  Bayard,  Jr   140 

4.  Directions  to,  and  interview  with  Samuel  Bayard,  Jr.  respect- 

ing safety  of,   2?5 

5.  Removal  of  town  records  to  Yonkers,  Westchester  county.. .  2S5 

0.  Order  for  removal  of  Colonial  records  to  the  house  of  Nicho- 

las Bayard,   291 

7.  Permission  to  Samuel  Bayard,  Jr.  to  leave  the  house  afore- 

said, on  leaving  slated  clerks  during  his  absence,   296 

8.  Provision  for  guard  to  protect,   339,  306,402 

9.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  for  removal  of,  to  King- 

ston, in  Ulster  county,   494 

10.  Appointment  of  commissioners  for  the  removal  to  Kingston,  676 

(See  Westchester  County,  73.) 
(See  New.Y'ork  City  and  County,  187.) 

11.  Resolution  of  Convention  for  raising  an  armed  force  for  the 

protection  of,  &c   904 

12.  Resolutions  of  Council  of  Safety,  relative  to  the  preservation 

of,  &.C   10C6 

13.  Letter  t«  committee  of  Albany  respecting ;  answer  of  com- 

mittee,  ion,  1083 

RECRUITING  OFFICERS. 

1.  Instructions  of  Continental  Congress  to,  on  raising  troops  for 

defence  of  Canada;  and  provision  for  payment  of',   266 

2.  Allowance  to,  for  recruiting  in  the  Continental  service,   508 

(See  Gibson  John,  Auditor-General.) 
(See  Continental  Congress,  221.) 

REDUCTION  OF  TROOPS. 

(See  Schuyler,  Philip,  34.) 
(See  Continental  Army.) 

REED,  JAMES. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  major  of  minute  men,  in  Dutchess  coun- 
ty  135 

REED,  JOHN. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  second  lieutenant  in  Captain  Van  Wyck's 

company.  Col.  McDougall's  regiment,   415 

REGIMENTS. 

1.  Arrangement,  numbering,  rank  and  oflicers  of,   62 

REID,  JOHN,  Jr. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  second  lieutenant  in  Captain  Bowman's 

company,   463 

REID,  JOSEPH,  (Adjut.int-General.) 
1.  Letter  from,  relative  to  provision  in  respect  to  prisoners  of 

war,   517 

RELIGIOUS  TOLERATION. 
I.  Proceeding  of  Convention  in  the  formation  of  the  constitution 

relative  to,   844,  845,860 

REMSEN,  ABRAHAM 
1.  Appointment  of  as  major  of  the  troops  to  be  raised  by  draft 

from  the  militia  on  Nassau  island,   534. 

REMSEN,  JEROMUS. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  colonel  of  the  militia   drafted  from 

Kings  and  Queens  counties   568 

2.  Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety  relative  to  the  organiza- 

tion and  disposition  of  troops  of;  directed  to  join  General 
Clinton,  at  King's  Bridge  ;  requisition  on  Treasurer  in  fa- 
vour of,   603,  604 

3.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety,  directing  Gen.  Clinton  to 

apprehend  and  detain  levies  and  militia  belonging  to  regi- 
ment of,  disbanded  without  permission,   605 
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BEMSEN,  JEROMUS— Continued. 
.  f^..»ret  directed  to  stop  the  payment  of  accounts  for  regi- 

Bcot  of,     "'^ 

BEMSEK,  WILLIAM  AND  JOHN. 

(See  New- York  City  aad  County,  60.) 
REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 
.  o^i.iive  to  plan  of  voyage  to  the  West  Indies,  to  obtain  am- 

*maaiUon,  &c   232,278,279 

•  RelaliTt  to  the  resolutions  of  Continental  Congress  relating 

to  the  defence  of  the  Colony,   302 

]  On  the  communication  of  Gen.  Lee,  relative  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  commissary  for  the  Continental  artillery  stores, 
and  the  appointment  of  a  company  of  artificers,   302 

4  On  the  revision  of  the  militia  law,   305,  306 

5  Relative  to  quotas  of  men  to  be  raised  in  the  several  counties 

for  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  -  ■  •  •  307 

(  Of  military  committee  relative  to  expediency  of  obstructing 
the  navigation  of  the  East  river,  and  restricting  communi- 
cation between  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New-York  and 
British  ships  of  war,  and  regulai.ag  the  supply  of  provi- 
sions therefor,  &c   303,  309 

7.  Plan  for  emission  of  a  Colonel,  paper  currency,   338,  339 

8.  For  the  encouragement  of  manufactories  of  powder,  fire-_ 

arms,  saltpetre  and  salt,   365,  3G6 

9.  On  the  danger  to  which  the  Colony  is  exposed  from  intestine 

enemics'and  the  ways  and  means  necessary  to  be  taken  to 
guard  asainst,   '139 

10.  On  the  resolution  of  Continental  Congress  relating  to  a  new 

form  of  government,   462,  463,  46S,  469 

11.  On  the  expediency  and  practicability  of  impeding  the  naviga- 

tion of  the  Hudson  river  between  Nassau  and  Bedlow 
islands,   478 

12.  On  the  regulation  of  the  militia   478,  479 

13.  On  the  arrangement,  appointment  and  arming  of  the  militia 

required  for  the  reinforcement  of  Canada  and  New-York,  483, 

434,486,487 

14.  Relative  to  the  form  of  the  general  association  required  to  be 

signed  by  all  suspected  persons,  &c   500,501 

15.  Relative  to  destination  of  prisoners,  &c   530 

16.  Relative  to  the  case  of  Alexander  Stewart   547 

17.  Relative  to  calling  out  the  Sud'olk  and  (iueens  county  militia 

for  the  protection  of  the  stock  on  Long  island,    589,  590 

18.  Relative  to  calling  out  the  militia  of  Westchester,  Orange, 

Dutchess  and  Ulster  counties,   606 

19.  Relative  to  the  condition  of  forts  Montgomery  and  Constitu- 

tion at  the  Highlands,   613 

20.  Relative  to  the  proceedings  of  Gen.  Schuyler,  and  the  dispo- 

sition of  the  militia  of  Dutchess  and  Ulster  counties,   623 

SI.  Relative  to  the  condition  of  the  treasury,  the  emission  of 

bills  of  credit,  and  the  means  for  supply  of  the  treasury,  635, 

636 

12.  Relative  to  the  application  of  Joab  Hoisington,  for  bounty  to 
company  of  rangers,  for  the  protection  and  defence  of 
Gloucester  and  Cumberland  counties,  659,  CGO,  661 

23.  Relative  to  the  conduct  of  certain  Scotch  prisoners  confined 

at  Goshen,   667 

24.  For  co-operating  with  Maj.  Gen.  Schuyler,  in  the  defence  of 

Ihi"  northern  and  western  frontiers  of  the  State   699  to  705 

25.  Relative  to  the  arrangement  of  ollicers  for  the  four  battalions 

directed  to  be  raised  in  this  State,  and  the  propriety  of  or- 
ganizing a  filth,   712,  713 

26.  Relative  to  pay  and  subsistence  rolls  of  Charlotte  county  ran- 

gers,      728 

87.  Relative  to  accounts  of  A.  Hawkes  Hay,   728 

2R.  For  escorting  Lady  Johnson  to  some  proper  and  safe  place 

of  residence,   761 

29.  Relative  to  hire  and  demurrage  of  sloop  Nancy,  John  Harrison 

master,  from  New-Y^ork  to  Bordeaux,  in  I'rance  and  back, 

30.  On  the  petition  of  the  coinraittee  of  tlie  manor  of  Rcnsselaer- 

wyck,  Claverack  and  Kines  district,  in  Albany  county, 
praying  for  the  removal  of  sundry  held  officers  in  Kinder- 
hook  district,  

31.  Relative  to  the  condition  of  the  counties  nf  Cumberland  and 

Gloucester   77; 

32.  Of  conference  with  Mr.  John  Harper,  messenger  from  the 

chiefs  of  the  Ocoghquaga  Indians   8U1,  802 

33.  Relative  to  the  establishment  of  an  armoury   807 

34.  Relative  to  the  disposition  of  sundry  articles  taken  by  the  mi- 

litia of  Gen.  Geo.  Clinton's  brigade,   811 

35.  Relative  to  the  claim  of  corps  of  rangers  in  ("rlnucesler  and 

Cumberland  counties,  commamled  by  Gr.n.  liayley,  

36.  Of  conference  with  Generals  Gcorce  and  .Fames  Clinton, 

Greene,  McDougall  and  Washinitoii,  relative  to  ilie  ob- 
stroction  of  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river;  the  condi- 
tion of  the  fortresses  at  the  Highlands  ;  tlie  reinforcement 
those  posts  ;  the  appointment  of  a  proper  orficer  to  com- 
mand the  same,  6cc   831,832 

36.  On  petition  of  Catharine  Clopper, respecting  personal  proper- 

ty of  Cornelius  Clopper,   871 

37.  Relative  to  the  letter  from  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the 

Oneoghquaga  tribe  of  Indians,  relative  to  the  proceedings 
of,..".   8S0 

38.  Relative  to  the  examination  and  disposition  of  the  prisoners 

•pprehended  by  Major  Wisner   SS5 

39.  Relative  to  the  disalfections  and  insurrections  in  the  manor  of 

Liviogjton,   918,919 
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REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES— Co.sTiNt/ED. 

40.  Relative  to  furnishings  blankets  for  the  Continental  troops  at 

Ticonderoga,    jgoj 

41.  Relative  to  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 

Tryon,    1051 

42.  On  the  memorial  of  John  Wheelock,  relative  to  the  disband- 

ment  of  his  corps,   ]  ^)-,  [ 

43.  Relative  to  pay  and  subsistence  rolls  of  the  men  raised  by 

order  of  the  committee  of  Westchester  county,  for  the  de- 
fence thereof,  

44.  Of  conference  with  the  Governor  relative  to  the  expediency 

of  convening  the  Legislature  or  Convention,   liwy 

43.  Of  committee  sent  to  ascertain  the  place  for  fixing  a  cliam 
and  erecting  fortifications  for  obstructing  the  navigation  of 
Hudson's  river,   1 1 1 7 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS  AND 
COMiMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

1.  Relative  to  obedience  due  to  recommendations  of  Continental 

Congress,  and  the  competency  and  powers  of  Provincial 
Congress   3  9 

2.  For  opening  proceedings  with  prayer,   j 

3.  For  providing  ways  and  means  I'or  the  discharge  of  mo- 

neys borrowed  for  the  public  exigences,  and  expenses  in- 
curred in  carrying  out  the  recommendations  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  

4.  Discountenancing  hostilities  against  Canada  

5.  Approving  proceedings  of  Continental  Congress   13 

6.  Recommending  the  formation  of  county  and  town  cornminees, 

the  signing  of  the  general  association,  and  directing  llu; 
names  of  those  refusing  to  sign  such  association,  to  be  re- 
ported,   ],S 

7.  To  indemnify  sureties  of  Treasurer  for  moneys  advanced  for 

benefit  of  Colony,    2i 

8.  Recommending  inhabitants  generally  to  arm, equip,  form  com- 

panies and  discipline  themselves,  

9.  To  indemnity  David  Clarkson  for  moneys  advanced  by  Trea- 

surer, on  loan,  

10.  Respecting  plan  of  accommodation  and  reconciliation  with 

Great  Britain,  

11.  To  indemnify  Col.  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  for  security  given 

to  Treasurer,  on  loan   27 

12.  Appointing  Peter  T.  Curtenius  commissary  for  the  purcliase 

of  provisions  and  stores,  and  engage  artificers  and  mari- 
ners ;  commissions  of,  and  agreement  to  indemnify  and  al- 
low interest  on  advances  of,   27 

13.  Relative  to  embarkation  of  British  troops  from  the  city  of 

New-Y'ork,   23 

14.  To  defray  expenses  of  Henry  Watkeys,  a  gunsmith,  for  jour- 

ney to  New-Windsor,  to  consult  with  Robert  Boyd,  about 

the  forging  of  gun  barrels  and  making  muskets,   30 

15.  Recommending  the  appointment  of  Coi.  Philip  Schuyler  as 

major-general,  and  Richard  Montgomery,  brigadier-gene- 
ral 7.  

16.  Declaring  tumults,  riols  or  mnbs,  originatini:  in  dubious  inter- 

pretations of  recommendations  or  resolutions  of  the  Conii- 
nental  or  Provincial  Congress,  to  be  an  infraction  of  t!ie 
general  association  ;  and  directing  applications  for  expla- 
nation of  such  recommendations  or  resolutions,  to  be  made 
to  Provincial  Concress,  

17.  Preamble  and  resolution  permitting  James  Rivingtcn,  printer, 

to  return  unmolested  to  his  family,  he  having  signed  the 
general  association,  and  asked  paidon  for  his  publica- 
tions  

18.  Respecting  the  removal  of  military  stores  belonging  to  the 

Crown,  from  Turtle  Bay,  ami  nppointin?  a  commitife  lo 
proceed  there,  and  direct  the  dispersion  ol'  persons  engag- 
ed in  such  removal    

19.  Offering  a  bounty  for  manufacture  of  powder,   36 

20.  Directing  the  restoration  of  arms  and  accoutrements  taken 

from  the  British  troops,  on  their  embarkation  torn  New- 
York    37,  38 

21.  Restoring  Robert  and  John  Murray  to  their  commercial  pri- 

vileges, &C   38 

22.  To  indemnify  committee  for  purchase  of  five  thousand  barrels 

of  Hour,  'or  the  use  of  army  at  Boston,  under  resolution  of 
Continental  Congress,   40 

23.  Relative  to  making  of  muskets,  by  Robert  Boyd  and  Henry 

Watkeys   41 

24.  Respecting  attendance  of  certain  Deputies  from  Queens  coun- 

ty, and  dissent  of  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants,   50,  58,  59 

25.  Respecting  the  killins  ot  sheep  and  Iambs,  51,  60 

26.  Recognizing  the  election  of  Delegates  to  Continental  Con- 

gress by  Provincial  Convention   51 

27.  Relative  to  intended  address  from  corporation  of  New- York 

to  Gov.  Tryon,   '^^ 

28.  Prohibiting  the  loading  of  provisions  on  board  British  vessels, 

intended  for  Newfoundland  fishery  •  ■  67 

29.  Appointing  Rev.  John  Peter  Testard  chaplain  to  Colonial 

troops,  and  French  interpreter  to  Gen.  Schuyler,  and  fix- 
ing his  pay  as   •  ■ 

30.  Offering  bounty  of  ten  shillings  for  enlistment  in  Colonial 

troops  •••  ^"^ 

31.  Relative  to  the  delivery  of  arms  belonging  to  the  corporation 

of  the  city  of  New- York,  by  a  specified  day   ^9 

32.  For  appointment  of  Committee  of  Safely  to  sit  during  recess 

of,  and  powers  of,  ....69,70 
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RESOLUTIONS  OF  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS— Continued. 

33.  Offering  a  bounty  for  enlistment;   96 

34.  Relative  to  amount  ol"  Colonial  troops,  uoilorms  of,  and  allow- 

ance for  use  of  arms,   101 

35.  Relative  to  destruction  of  barge  belonging  to  His  Majesty's 

ship  Asia,   97,  98,  102 

36.  Relative  to  the  procurement  by  the  several  committees  and 

sub-committees,  of  arms  for  use  of  Continental  army,   103 

37.  Relative  to  receipt  and  remission  of  appropriation  made  by 

Continental  Congress,  lor  discharge  of  debts  contracted  by 
Provincial  Congress,   103 

38.  Directing  a  barge  to  be  built  by  the  mayor  and  magistrates 

of  the  city  of  JS'ew-YorU,  in  lieu  of  the  one  destroyed,  be- 
longing to  ship  Asia,  104,  103 

39.  Directing  Cols.  McUougall,  Clinton  and  Holmes  to  proceed 

to  Albany,  with  the  men  under  their  respetcive  com- 
mands,  103 

40.  Respecting  pay  of  officers,   105 

41.  Relative  to  exportation  of  flaxseed,   106 

42.  Declaring  those  persons  obstructing  the  building  of  a  barge 

for  the  ship  Asia,  in  lieu  of  the  one  destroyed,  factious  and 
disorderly,  and  ordering  Henry  bheaf  to  build  the  same, 
tinder  protection  of  a  detachment  of  Colonel  Lasher's 
troops,    m,  109 

43.  For  the  erection  of  fortifications  at  the  Highlands,  and  fur- 

nishing with  cannon  and  other  stores,  including  the  cannon 

at  the  Battery,  in  New-York,  110,  113  114 

44.  Directing  general  committee  of  i\'ew-York  to  inquire  relative 

to  the  sailing  of  a  vessel,  from  that  city,  for  St.  CroL\,  with 
provisions  on  board  for  iiritish  army,  at  Boston,   Ill 

45.  Prohibiting  the  exportation  of  cattle,  sheep,  poultry  or  live 

stock,  &c   Ill 

46.  For  administration  of  oath  of  secrecy  to  members  and  officers 

of,  and  all  persons  employed  by  ;  form  of,  IIU,  117 

47.  Forbidding  removal  of  cannouor  stores  from  Battery  at  New- 

York,  for  strengthening  the  guards,  and  protection  of  the 
Governor's  house,   122 

48.  Prohibiting  the  departure  of  vessels  from  the  Colony,  con- 

taining provisions,  without  periiussinn,   123 

49.  Requiring  certain  oaths  to  be  taken  by  owners  and  masters 

of  vessels  and  sloops,  with  provisions  oa  board,  for  Ibreign 
parU,     124 

50.  Relative  to  Capt.  Lamb's  company  of  artillery,    126 

61.  Relative  to  supplying  provisions  to  His  3Iajesty's  ships,  in 

the  port  of  New-York,    126 

52.  For  emission  of  £45,000  in  bills  of  credit,  to  defray  expenses 

incurred  by  Colony  ;  provision  for  sinking,  and  quotas  of 

the  several  counties,  12S,  133,  134 

53.  Prohibiting  all  persons  other  than  the  Postmaster-General 

and  deputy  postmasters  appointtd  by  Continental  Congress, 
from  receiving  postage  on  letters,  except  such  as  may  ar- 
rive by  packets  from  Great  Britain,    130 

54.  For  the  punishment  of  persons  furnishing  provisions  or  other 

necessaries  for  British  troops,  holding  traitorous  corres- 
pondence, or  resisting  or  denying  the  autiiorily  of  the  Con- 
tinental or  Provincial  Con2re«s  ;  and  lor  the  arrest,  trial, 
imprisonment,  and  sequestration  of  estates  of  all  persons 
found  in  arms  against  the  liberties  of  America,  131,  132 

55.  Of  thanks  to  John  Broome,  for  loan  for  public  service,  with- 

out interest,   134 

56.  Forbidding  present  payment  of  moneys  borrowed  of  Abraham 

Lett,  Treasurer,   J34 

57.  For  the  distribution  of  gunpowder  for  the  several  counties,. .  135 
68.  Disapproving  of  the  impressment  and  appraisal  of  arms  found 

in  the  custody  of  persons  not  having  signed  the  general  as- 
sociation, recommended  by  Committee  of  Safety   149,  184 

59.  For  the  apprehension  and  punishment  of  deserters   153 

60.  Relative  to  the  condition  of  public  atfairs,  the  causes  of  the 

controversy  with  Great  Britain,  the  desire  for  a  mutual 
accomodation  on  just  principles,  and  the  address  and  con- 
duct of  Gov.  Tryon,  &c  210,211,  217,  218,  219 

61.  Anthorizing  county  committees  to  call  in  assistance  from 

neighbouring  Colonies,  when  necessary,    214 

62.  Authorizing  county  and  town  committees  to  arrest  and  impri- 

son persons  refusing  to  appear  and  give  testimony  before, 
when  required   215 

63.  Filing  the  compensation  of  Delegates  in  Continental  Con- 

gress at  $4  per  day,   220 

64.  Relative  to  alteration  of  the  period  for  sinking  the  Colonial 

debt,  by  redemption  of  paper  currency,  and  a  further  loan 
from  Continental  Congress,   223 

65.  For  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  copies  of  the  proceed- 

ings of  Continental  Congress,  and  of  obnoxious  acts  of  Bri- 
tish Parliament   225 

66.  Relative,  to  inimical  conduct  of  inhabitants  of  Queens  county, 

and  neglect  of  inhabitants  of  Richmond  county,  to  elect  Re- 
presentatives in  Provincial  Congress,  216,  229,  230 

67.  Directing  the  confinement  of  prisoners  in  the  jail  of  Ulster 

county,   231 

68.  For  the  relief  of  indigent  poor  in  the  city  of  New- York,   231 

69.  Recommending  inhabitants  of  the  Colony  to  refrain  from  go- 

ing on  board  the  King's  ships  of  war,   231 

69.  Directing  inhabitants  of  other  Colonies,  coming  into  this,  to 

be  furnished  with  certificates  from  committees  of  the  juris- 
diction to  which  they  respectively  belong   232 

70.  Anthorizing  the  purchase  of  pitch,  tar  aad  turpentine,   232 
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RESOLUTIONS  OF  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS— Continued. 

71.  For  organization  of  artillery  companies  for  defence  of  the  Co- 

lony, &.C   239 

72.  Relative  to  restrictions,  by  county  and  town  committees,  &c. 

upon  the  supply  of  provisions  for  the  city  of  New-York,. .  268 

73.  Prohibiting  the  exportation  of  salt  from  the  city  of  New- 

York,    343 

74.  Offering  loan  of  money,  without  interest,  for  the  erection  of 

powder  mills,   349 

75.  Directing  the  receipt  of  Continental  and  Colonial  paper  cur- 

rency in  payment  of  loans  by  loan  oliicers  of  the  Colony, 
and  suspending  the  payment  of  portions  of,  for  a  limited 
period,   3jO 

76.  Recommending  the  purchase  of  blankets  and  muskets,  kc. .  .  355 

77.  Authorizing  loans  to  the  several  county  committees,  lor  the 

advancement  of  the  public  service,   356 

78.  Subjecting  armed  vessels  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 

the  Colonies,  to  the  articles  of  war,  prescribed  by  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  for  the  government  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,   384 

79.  Relative  to  uniform  of  the  troops  to  be  raised  in  the  Colony,  385 

80.  For  encouragement  of  the  manufacture  of  saltpetre,   409 

81.  Prohibiting  commerce  between  inhabitants  of  the  Colony  and 

Continental  soldiers,   412 

82.  Prohibiting  intercourse  with  British  vessels,   412 

83.  Recommending  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  counties,  the 

election  of  Deputies  to  a  Provincial  Congress,  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  and  organizing  a  Ibrm  of  govern- 
ment,   469 

84.  Relative  to  persons  dangerous  and  disaffected  to  the  Ameri- 

can cause,  and  persons  of  equivocal  character,  476,  477,  478, 

512 

83.  Presenting  the  thanks  of  Provincial  Congress  to  Gen.  'Wa- 
shington, for  his  services  to  the  United  Colonies,  and  Colo- 
ny oi'  New-Y^ork,   486 

86.  Recommending  to  the  inhabitants  and  electors  of  the  Colony 

to  vest  their  Kepresentatives  with  full  power  to  declare 
Independence  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  determine  upon  all 
questions  of  public  interest,   490 

87.  For  the  removal  ol'  the  public  records  of  the  Colony  to  King- 

ston, in  Ulster  county,   494 

88.  Declaring  military  officers  ineligible  as  Delegates  in,   495 

89.  For  the  purchase  of  the  arras  belonging  to  such  of  the  pri- 

vates of  the  Continental  brigade,  as  may,  when  discharged, 
choose  to  dispose  thereof,   498 

90.  Recommending  to  (he  inhabitants  the  sale  of  their  cattle  tn 

the  commissary-general  and  his  agents,  at  a  reasonable 
price,  and  providing  for  a  valuation,  iVc   503 

91.  For  calling  the  militia  oi'  the  Colony  to  the  assistance  of  the 

Commander-in-chief,  when  required  by  him,  and  giving  him 
authority  to  impress  carriages  and  water  craft,  and  to  re- 
move ships  and  vessels  from  the  Hudson  and  Eastruers.  503. 

304,  512 

92.  Providing  for  the  clothing  of  the  troops   oOo 

93.  For  the  removal  of  flax  purchased  on  account  of  Provincial 

Congress,  from  the  city  of  New-Y'ork  to  Poughkeep^ic,  510, 

511 

94.  For  the  adjournment  of  Provincial  Congress  to  the  White- 

Plains,  in  apprehension  of  an  attack  on  the  city  of  New- 
Y'ork  ;  and  ihe  removal  thither  of  the  public  treasures,  re- 
cords and  military  stores,   312 

95.  For  the  support  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  for 

publication  thereof  throughout  the  Colony  ;  and  authoriz- 
ing the  delegation  from  this  .'^late,in  Continpntal  Congress, 
to  concert  and  adopt  all  such  measures  as  they  may  dcijin 
conducive  to  the  happiness  and  wellare  of  the  United 
States  of  America,   518 

96.  Directing  sheritis  to  retain  all  prisoners  in  their  custody,  until 

discharged  by  due  course  of  law,  or  the  lurther  order  of 
Provincial  Congress,   518 

97.  Constituting  a  committee  to  carry  into  execution  resolves  "wiili 

respect  to  disalfected  persons,  and  for  the  disposal  of  pri- 
soners other  thau  prisoners  of  war,  and  other  purposes ; 
and  powers  of,   518 

98.  Changing  the  style  of  "Provincial  Congress  to  the  Colony  of 
New-York,"  to  that  of"  Convention  of  the  Kepresentatives 
of  the  State  of  New- York,  '   519 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  CONVENTION. 

1.  For  opening  its  daily  sessions  with  prayer,   019 

2.  Authorizing  the  abandonment  of  the  city  of  New-York,  and 
the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  to  the  north  side  of  King's 
Bridge,  ". .  524 

3.  Ordering  into  service  one-fourth  part  of  the  militia  of  the 
counties  of  Westchester,  Dutchess,  Ulsier  and  Orange; 
allowing  to  each  man  a  bounty  of  $20,  with  Continental 
pay  and  subsistence  ;  rccommendine  assistance  to  their  fa- 
milies ;  providing  for  the  raisinc  of  levies,  the  appointment 
of  officers,  and  the  furnishing  of  provisions;  directing  the 
stationine  of  the  troops  from  Orange  and  Ulster  at  the 
Highlands,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Hudson  river,  umlcr 
the  command  of  Brie.  Gen.  Clinton,  and  of  the  troops 
from  Westchester  and  Duichess,  at  Pei-kskill,  under  the 
direction  of  Gen.  Washington  ;  subjecting  the  troops  so 
raised,  to  the  articles  of  war  established  by  Congress  ; 
and  appointing  Thomas  Thomas,  colonel,  and  Ebenezcr 
Purdy,  major   523,  253 
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RESOLUTIONS  OF  CONVENTION— Contikded. 
For  the  appointment  of  a  secret  committee,  for  obstructing 

ihe  channel  of  Hudson's  river,    526 

Dir«t"'S  magistrates  and  other  well  atTected  officers  of 
justice  to  continue  in  the  exercise  of  their  respective  ollices, 
iisning  process  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  New-York  ;  de- 
fiaiog  and  declaring  the  penalties  of  treason  to  the  State  ; 
•od  recommending  the  apprehension  and  imprisonment 

of  disati'ected  persons,   527 

Instructing  commissioners  superintending  the  building  of  the 

«hips  at  Poughkeepsie,   528 

Authorizing  secret  committee  to  impress  conveyances,  hor- 
ses and  drivers,  for  the  public  service,  and  to  call  out  the 
militia  when  necessary,  and  appropriating  jLo.OOU  for  such 

purpose,   528 

For  the  removal  of  the  stock  from  Xassau  island,   533,  534 

Kelative  to  tlie  payment  of  the  troops,  .53j,  536 

Prohibiting  the  e.xportation  of  provisions   537 

For  the  organization  of  sundry  corps  of  rangers,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers,   538,  539 

For  the  issuing  of  an  additional  supply  of  bills  of  credit,  540, 

571 

For  the  encouragement  of  the  manufacture  of  salt,   549 

Appointing  a  day  for  fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer,  and 
providing  for  three  sermons  on  such  day,   554 

Direclin?  the  general  committee  of  the  city  of  Xew-York  to 
furnish  Gen.  Washington  with  the  telescope  belonging  to 
the  college  of  said  city,  and  providing  indemnity  to  the 
governor  of  said  college  therefor,   556 

Absolving  the  members  of  committee  for  carrying  into  exe- 
cution resolutions  of  Provincial  Consress  relative  to  disaf- 
fected persons,  from  their  oaths,  and  I'rora  all  farther  duly 
required  by  those  resolutions  ;  and  directing  all  matters 
charged  on  members  as  matter  of  secrecy,  be  charged 
upon  their  honor  respectively,   560 

Eiempting  troops  of  horse  from  draft  as  a  part  of  the  militia, 
and  ordering  into  service,  under  Gen.  Clinton,  the  several 
troops  of  horse  in  the  counties  of  Ulster,  Orange,  Dutch- 
ess and  Westchester   564 

For  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  negotiate  a  tempora- 
ry loan,   562 

Relative  to  enrolments  in  the  militia,   566 

For  the  drafting,  organizing,  and  marching  of  railitia,  from 
the  county  of  Albany  to  the  encampment  north  of  King's 
Bridge  ;  of  the  militia  of  Kings  and  Queens  counties  to 
Nassau  island ;  directing  Gen.  Morris  to  take  possession, 
with  his  brigade,  of  such  parts  of  the  Sound  and  Hudson's 
river  as  he  may  deem  most  exposed  ;  Gen.  Clinton  to  re- 
inforce the  post  northward  of  King's  Bridge  ;  that  the  mi- 
litia in  the  counties  of  Orange,  Dutchess  and  Ulster  be 
kept  in  readiness  to  march  on  the  earliest  notice  :  that  the 
disarmed  and  disaffected  inhabitants  accompany  the  mili- 
tia as  fatigue  men;  and  prescribing  penalties  for  neglect 
of  duty  or  resignation  of  otficers.  A:c  56G,  567 

Ap,iointing  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  authenticity  of 
the  rumor  of  disaffection  in  Kings^county,  and  empowering 
lurh  committee  to  disarm  and  secure  the  disafl'octed  inha- 
bitants ,  to  remove  or  destroy  the  stock  of  srain  ;  and  to 
lay  waste  the  county,  in  case  they  find  the  rumour  true,  567 

568 

For  tlic  emission  of  bills  of  credit,  pledging  the  security  of 
the  State  lor  their  redemption,  and  imposing  the  penalty 
of  death  for  counterfeiting,   570  57] 

For  the  encouragement  of  the  manufacture  of  saltpetre,.  572,  573 

For  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  srenerally,   573 

For  the  promotion  of  otlicers  and  privates  distinguishing 
themselves  by  their  sobriety,  valour  and  subordination,. .  574 

For  the  obstruction  of  the  channel  of  the  East  river,  between 
Governor's  island  and  the  Battery   577 

For  the  removal  of  women  and  children  from  the  city  of 
New-York,  and  the  relief  of  the  inlirm  and  indigent  inha- 
bitants thereof,   573 

For  the  relief  and  support  of  those  who  may  be  driven  from 
their  place  of  abodes,  in  consequence  of  invasion,. .. .  5S8,  589 

Authorizing  the  county  committees  to  dispose  of  tories  and 
disaffected  persons,   589 

Directing  a  search  of  the  house  of  Col.  Josiah  Martin,  at 
Rockaway,  for  correspondence  with  enemy's  army,  and 
for  the  apprehension  of  Dr.  Samuel  Martin   590 

Directing  Treasurer  to  keep  accounts  of  the  expenditures 
in  apprehending,  securing  and  subsisting  disaffected  per- 
sons  590 

Directing  inhabitants  of  New- York  and  Westchester  coun- 
ties to  drive  their  stock  into  the  interior  of  the  State,   603 

Relative  to  the  organization  ami  disposition  of  the  militia  of 
of  Kings  and  Queens  counties,   603 

Directing  the  establishment  of  a  weekly  post  between  Al- 
bany and  New-York,  on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's  river,  604 

Authorizing  Gen.  Washington  to  cause  the  hells  of  the  diffe- 
rent churches  and  public  edifices  in  New-Y'ork,  to  be  taken 
down,  and  removed  to  Newark,  in  New-Jersey,  to  pre- 
■vent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,   610 

For  the  purchase  of  flour  for  the  use  of  the  commissary-ge- 
neral  629 

Appointing  a  committee  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  esta- 
blishing a  fund  for  the  support  of  poor  refugees,   630 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  CONVENTION-CoJiTiNt;i:D. 

Appointing  a  committee  for  preventing  the  dangers  arisin" 
from  disatfecled  persons,  "  ^^2 

Appointing  a  committee  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the 
treasury,  and  means  for  supplying  the  same,   oijS 

Appointing  a  committee  for  tlie  employment  of  proper  per' 

sons  for  assaying sulpnur,  lead  and  Hint   ^34 

Approving  of  the  conduct  of  Gen.  Schuyler,  and  requosi'in  j 

the  withdrawal  of  his  resignation,  '  ,^35 

Directing  auditor-general  to  complete  the  settlement  of  nr. 
counts  with  the  United  States,  and  requesting  of  Conircss 
an  advance,  on  the  credit  of  the  State,  and  in  payment  of 
balance  due  the  Stale  from  the  Continent,   1:3,3 

For  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into,  detect 
and  defeat  conspiracies  against  the  public  liberties,  and 
defining  powers  of,  (53-; 

Authorizing  the  purchase  and  impressment  of  vessels  for  the 
the  obstruction  oi  the  navigation  of  Hutlson's  river,    1:39 

For  transcribing  journals  of  former  Colonial  Congresses, 
and  of  the  Convention,  

Appointing  committee  to  take  into  consideration  abuses  in 
the  sale  of  tea  

Appointing  committee  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  render- 
ing the  comrauication  by  land,  belAveen  the  northern  and 
southern  parts  of  the  State,  and  between  this  and  the 
southern  States,  more  easy  and  practicable,   ,;-,7 

For  supply  of  ncccessary  articles  of  clothing  for  the  troops,  (ij/ 

667 

For  the  repair  of  the  post  road  from  the  north  side  of  the 
Highlands  to  King's  Bridge  and  the  manor  of  Pliilif  s- 
burgh  661,  662 

Relative  to  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Indians,   ^(,0 

For  the  raising  of  a  company  in  each  of  the  counties  of 
Dutchess  and  Albany,  for  the  detection  and  suppression 
of  conspiracies  ;  appointing  officers  thereof,  &.c   666 

Requesting  aid  from  the  militia  of  Fairfield  and  Litchfield 
counties,  in  the  Stale  of  Connecticut,   f-Q 

Directing  members  of,  to  provide  themselves  with  arms  and 
ammunition  to  prevent  surprise,   t;72 

For  the  purchase  of  cattle  in  the  county  of  Westchester  for 
the  use  of  the  army  within  that  county  ;  for  the  removal 
of  the  remainder  of  the  stock  of  said  county  to  the  interior ; 
directing  the  farmers  therein  to  thl■c^h  out  their  u'rain  ; 
and  authorizing  Gen.  Washington,  or  the  county  commit- 
tee, to  take  such  grain  and  stock,  f  or  the  use  of  the  army, 
at  a  reasouEble  compensation,  073^  674 

Offering  a  bounty  for  the  manufacture  of  saltpetre  ,   67o 

Relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  commissary  at  Ticondero- 
ga  and  Fort  George,  to  take  charge  of  hides  and  leather,.  677 

Relative  to  the  importation  and  sale  of  lea,   6*2 

Relative  to  the  removal  of  prisoners  of  war  from  Westches- 
ter county,  to  Woodbury,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut   6S3 

Appointing  a  committee  to  confer  and  co-operate  with  Ge- 
neral Schuyler,  for  the  defence  of  the  nonhcrn  frontier  of 
this  State,   6i4 

Relative  to  pay,  bounty  and  subsistence  of  corps  of  rangers, 
in  the  counties  of  Albany,  Tryon  and  Charlotte,   6.>o 

For  providing  Continental  army  with  fiour,  and  authorizing 
the  impressment  of  conveyances,    6S6 

Requesting  committees  of  Ulster,  Orange  and  Dutchess 
counties,  to  engage  and  forward  carpenters  and  masons  to 
Fishkill   6S7 

For  the  purchase  of  wheat  and  the  supply  of  flour  for  the 
use  of  the  army,   6S9 

Requesting  postmaster  to  forward  to  Convention  or  Commit- 
tee, all  the  public  newspapers  of  the  States  ot  Pennsylva- 
nia, New-Jersey,  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts,  &c   f,iO 

Appointing  committee  to  devise  ways  and  means  fur  convey- 
ing iutclligence  tlirouglioul  the  State,   694 

For  the  mounting  of  artillery  on  the  banks  of  Hudson's 
river,   606 

Offering  a  bounty  for  the  manufacture  of  wool  cards,   697 

Regulating  the  granting  of  passes,  and  proliibiting  travel- 
ling without  sufficient  passes  from  the  re^pectlve  county 
committees   706 

Requesting  General  Court  of  New-IJnmpshire  to  advance 
money  to  F.gbert  licnson,  an  agent  appointed  to  solicit  the 
reception  of  a  number  of  prisoners  by  said  State   70'' 

For  Ihe  appointment  of  a  committee  to  take  the  superinten- 
dence of  the  poor,  to  provide  for  their  necessities,  and  to 
remove  such  as  belong  to  this  State  from  others,  with  a 
view  to  their  support  and  mainlrnance   710 

Relative  to  obstructions  of  the  navicalion  of  Hudson's  river,  714, 

71.'),  719,  725,  7::6 

For  the  adjustment  of  accounts  due  from  this  State  to  inha- 
bitants of  Connecticut,  in  the  removal  of  stock  and  indi- 
gent persons  from  Long  island,   "IS 

Directing  Mr.  Robr-rt  Livineston  to  repair  to  Peekskill  .md 
North  Castle,  to  confer  with  Gcnis.  Lee.  Healh.  and  Clin- 
ton, on  the  situation  of  the  enemy  within  this  State,  the 
passes  necessary  to  be  secured  in  llio  Highlands,  and  the 
obstruction  of  the  navigation  of  the  l{udson  river,  ...  719 

Requesting  Maj.  Gen.  Schuyler  to  superintend  ihe  erection 
of  works  for  the  security  of  Hudson's  river,  and  direollng 
a  letter  to  be  written  to  Continental  Congress,  relative 
thereto,   ^21 
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RESOLUTIONS  OF  CONVENTION— CoNTtNUED. 

Pirecung  Capts.  Tudor  and  Lawrence  lo  fit  their  respective 
ihips,  Congress  and  Montgomery,  lor  removal  from  I'ough- 
kccpsie,  and  lo  proceed  up  tlie  river  to  Ksopus  Landieg 
or  C'laverack  

Directing  the  troops  of  the  State,  not  confined  by  the  terms 
of  their  enlistmcDt  to  particular  counties,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  those  in  Charlotte,  Tryon,  Cumberland,  and  Glou- 
cester to  repair  to  Kort  Constitution,  and  place  themselves 
nnder'commaud  of  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  

ReUuve  lo  the  burniM,'  of  the  court  house  and  other  build- 
ings at  White-Plair.i,  by  the  troops  of  the  Continental 

ReUU»'c' to  the  dispt's'  .i;e  stock  removed  from  the  lower 
part  of  Westchesli !  ii;ty,  

Providing  for  the  puri's  .  nt  of  persons  charged  with  alter- 
ing or  counterlfitii..-  mili  of  credit,  

Requiring  a  majorn>  f  i  the  votes  of  the  several  counties  to 
constitute  a  Convi  iii.on,    

Directing  the  militi  i  "^t  Orange  and  Ulster  counties  to  repair 
to  Chester,  in  Or  i;'.i:i;  county,  and  place  themselves  under 
the  command  of  IjCii.  Geo.  Clinton,  for  co-operation  with 
Maj.  Genls.  Lee  ir.d  Gates,  in  harassing  and  distressing 
the  enemy  in  New-Jersey,  and  directions  for  proceedings 
of,  &c-  

Providing  compensation  to  Samuel  Loudon,  for  publication 
of  acts  and  proceedings  of  Convention,   750 

For  compelling  the  disaffected  portion  of  Col.  Graham's  re- 
giment of  militia,  in  Rhinebecli  precinct,  and  Col.  field's 
and  Col.  William  Humphries'  regiments,  in  Pauling's  pre- 
cinct, in  the  county  of  Dutchess,  to  march  in  compliance 
with  resolutions  of  Convention,  and  appointing  commis- 
sioners with  full  powers  therefor,   757,  766 

Requiring  an  account  of  all  fines  levied  by  committees  or 
field  officers,  &c.  ...    761 

For  loans  of  money  to  the  several  counties,   771 

Permitting  inoculation  for  the  smallpo.';   773 

Directing  the  building  of  a  ship  of  74  guns   773 

Appointing  a  committee  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  pre- 
venting the  depreciation  of  the  Continental  and  paper  cur- 
rency ;  the  monopolizing  and  engrossing  comraoduies  ne- 
cessary for  the  Continental  troops  ;  and  for  the  better  sup- 
ply of  provisions  for  the  array,   775, 

Directing  application  to  be  made  to  every  householder  in  the 
several  counties,  to  furnish  blankets  and  hose  Ibr  the  use 
of  the  troops,  

For  the  purchase  of  arms  and  accoutrements  for  the  use  of 
the  State,    7S5 

Directing  auditor-general  to  prepare  and  bring  in  accounts  of 
Convention  with  Congress,  and  witli  other  btales ;  also,  ac- 
counts with  counties  and  individuals,   737 

Appointing  a  committee  to  devise  means  for  reimbursing  the 
State  for  expenditures  in  the  removal  of  stock  and  effects 
from  Nassau  islaud,  and  to  obtain  an  account  for  such  and 
stock  and  effects,  sold  in  Connecticut,   7S9 

For  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  devise  ways  and 
and  means  for  obtaining  cannon  and  other  implements  of 
war  in  this  Slate,   796 

Authorizing  Gen.  Schuyler  to  despatch  one-hfth  of  the  tr.ilitia 
of  Albany,  Tryon,  Charlotte,  Gloucester  and  Cumberland, 
for  reinforcement  of  the  garrison  at  Ticonderoga,  and  for 
arming  and  officering  such  militia,   SOO 

Authorizing  Gen.  Schuyler  lo  procure  a  sutiicient  supply  of 
provisions  for  the  use  of  the  northern  army  

For  the  apprehension  of  Joseph  Brandt  and  Gilbert  Fice,. . 

Imposing  penalties  upon  persons  harbourins  or  concealing 
deserters,  and  directing  their  immediate  apprehension,. . . 

For  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  Indian  affairs,    892 

Relative  to  the  attendance  of  members   &03 

For  adjournment  to  Kingston,  in  Ulster  county,   So3 

Dissolving  committee  for  inquiring  into,  delecting,  and  de- 
feating conspiracies,  (JiC.  and  appointing  commissioners 
for  that  purpose,   S03 

Directing  the  sending  of  a  messenger  to  the  Ocoghquaga  In- 
dians, with  assurances  of  amity  and  protection,  

Relative  to  inoculation  of  troops  tbr  the  smallpox,  

For  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  superintend  the  re- 
moval of  grain,  forage,  cattle,  Ac.  from  the  county  of  West- 
chester ;  for  the  protection,  security  and  renioial  of  the 
inhabitants  thereof;  and  fur  the  seizure  and  sale  of  the 
property  of  persons  joining  the  enemy   ..... 

Directing  the  several  towns,  precincts,  manors  and  ilistrlcts, 
to  proceed  to  the  election  of  supervisors,  assessors  and 
collectors,  •  8'^ 

Directing  all  persons  indebted  to  the  loan  oince  of  this 
State,  to  pay  the  amount  of  such  indebtedness  into  the 
treasury,  ■  •  ■  8'^ 

Authorizing  the  payment  of  debts  due  lo  persons  out  of  ihe 
Slate,  or  within  such  parts  thereof  as  are  in  possession  of 
the  enemy,  to  the  Treasurer  and  Vice-Trcnsurer,         SIS,  819 

Declaring  the  value  of  the  dollar  in  sterling  money   S19 

Declaring  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  Continental  Congress, 
Provincial  Consrrss,  or  Convention,  a  legal  tender  in  pay- 
ment of  debts,  and  providing  forlheir  payment,  on  refusal, 
into  the  treasury,  ■  ••  S'f 

Authorizing  the  seizure  of  grain,  purchased  wilh  ihe  design 
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RESOLUTIONS  OF  CONVENTION— Continijed. 
of  engrossing  or  enhancing  the  price,  upon  payment  of 
specified  sums,   S19 

110.  For  the  appointment  of  a  comniittee  lo  acertain  and  slate 

the  boundaries  of  the  Slate  of  New-  York   S19 

111.  For  increasing  the  forces  for  the  protection  and  defence  of 

the  county  of  Westchester,   S21 

112.  Appointing  a  committee  to  report  an  act  of  grace  for  disal'- 

lecled  persons,  sent  out  of  this  State  by  the  committee  lor 
detecting  conspiracies,  or  confined  within  it  by  their  order, 
and  not  charged  with  treason,   S23 

113.  Directing  officers  of  militia  to  return  accounts  and  vouchers 

relative  lo  pay,  bounty  and  subsistence  of  their  troops,. .  .  524 

114.  Appointing  commissioners  in  the  several  counties  for  taking 

into  possession  and  exposing  losale  the  personal  property 

of  persons  joining  the  enemy,   ^26,  S61 

115.  Appointing  commissioners  on  behalf  of  this  Slate,  to  meet 

the  commissioners  from  the  middle  States  and  Virginia, 
pursuant  to  resolution  of  Congress,  ^27,  830 

116.  Authorizing  commissioners  lor  delecting  and  defeating  con- 

spiracies, to  send  lor  and  '.'jnder  oath  of  allegiance  and  fi- 
delity to  all  disaffected  persons,  conlined  by  parol  or  other-  , 
wise,  and  not  charged  with  treason;  to  discharge  tiiose  > 
takins  such  oath,  and  confiscating  the  personal  property 
of  all  such  as  refuse,  within  a  specified  time,  to  take  such 
oath,  827,  S72 

117.  Directing  Ihe  several  towns,  &c.  to  proceed  to  the  election 

of  town  olficers   829 

lis.  Authorizing  Col.  Jacobus  Swartwout  to  call  out  the  militia 
of  the  county  of  Dutchess,  for  the  protection  of  the  passes 
at  the  Highlands,  and  to  oppose  the  incursions  of  the  ene- 
my,  847 

119.  Authorizing  General  George  Clinton  to  call  out  the  militia 

of  Dutchess,  Ulster,  Orange  and  Westchester  counties  tor 

the  same  purpose, and  providing  forlheir  payment,   813 

120.  For  the  purchase  of  a  quantity  of  hempseed,  and  lor  encour- 

aging the  raising  of,    849,900 

121.  For  a  present  to  Col.  Tilghman  for  his  services  tn  corres- 

ponding with  committee  of  Convention,   851 

122.  For  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  provide  permanent 

means  for  the  protection  and  defence  of  Westchester  coun- 
ty,   S51 

123.  For  the  trial  and  punishment  by  martial  law  of  spies  from 

the  enemy,  or  lor  enlisting  men  into  their  service,  or  fur- 
nishing supplies  or  intelligence  to  them,  or  for  treason,  n56,  8.57 

89.S 

124.  Against  the  allowance  of    perquisites  to  commissaries, 

clerks,  &c.  in  the  clothing  stores,   857 

125.  Fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in 

Congress,   857 

126.  Authorizing,  regulating  and  providing  for  the  employment 

of  substitutes  for  the  perlbrmance  of  military  duty  for 
three  years,  or  during  the  war  jG3,  SG4 

127.  Appointing  John  Wheelock,  of  New-Hampshire,  a  major  in 

the  service  of  the  State,  with  the  power  to  raise  three 

companies  to  serve  during  the  war   xtj.T,  870 

12s.  Directing  auditor-general  to  adjust  the  account  of  the  mili- 
tia of  this  Slate,  agreeable  to  the  new  regulations  of  Con- 
gress  866 

129.  Authorizing  commissioners  for  the  detection,  Ac.  of  conspi- 

racies, to  raise,  pay  and  orficer  a  company  for  defence  of 

the  State,    872 

130.  Appointing  a  committee  to  prepare  a  proper  device  lor  a 

creat  seal  of  this  State   882 

131.  Ratifying  and  confirming  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the 

several  committees  from  time  to  time,  appointed  within 
the  Colony  and  State  by  the  several  I'rovinciai  Con- 
gresses or  Conrentions   887 

132.  Prohibiting  the  exportation  from  this  Stale,  of  unwrought 

hemp  or  hempen  yarn,.   900,  90! 

133.  For  the  appointment  of  a  committee  lo  inquire  into  the  ne- 

glect of  a  portion  of  the  militia  of  Dutchess  county,  to 
obey  the  orders  of  Gen.  Clinton   yoi 

134.  For  the  raising  of  a  body  of  men  to  guard  inc  Continental 

ships  at  Ksopus  Landing,  the  public  records  and  treasury, 

and  the  d,-'l'crent  passes  and  roads,.    9U1,  905 

135.  For  the  confinement  on  board  vessels  in  the  Hudson  river, 

of  disaffected  persons,   90S 

136.  For  the  raising  of  a  company  in  the  respective  precincts  of 

Uhinebeck,  Walkill,  and  Cornwall,  for  the  guarding  of 

the  powdermills  therein,   909 

137.  Aulhorizin;;  the  committees  of  Albany,  Tryon,  Charlotte, 

Cumberland,  Gloucester,  Ulster  and  Oranse,  10  take  ef- 
fectual measures  lor  suppressing  insurrections  and  d.saf- 

feclion  ■••     912 

13S.  Appointing  commissioners  to  take  the  superintendence  and 
care  of  poor  inhabilants  of  the  several  counties,  who 
have  been  driven  from  their  habitations   916 

139.  Instructing  commissioners  of  sequestration,  relative  lo  es- 

tates claimcil  by  persons  not  gone  over  to  Ihe  enemy, 
and  aulhorizins;  them  lo  lease  the  lands  and  tenements  of 
persons  joining  the  enemy   9.iO,  931 

140.  Directing  the  sherill'scf  the  several  counties  to  give  notices 

of  the  election  of  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  Sena- 
tors ?nd  members  of  Assembly,   937 

Ml.  For  the  negotiation  of  mutual  permission  for  the  removal  of 

personal  property  in  possession  of  the  enemy,   939 
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BF.SOLUTIONS  OF  CONVENTION— Continved. 
112.  PrfienUflg  the  thanks  of  the  Council  ot'  Safety  to  Congress, 
'  iheir  efficient  defence  of  the  character  of  Gen.  Schuy- 

kr.  -.   952 

113  Respecting  the  times  and  places  of  holding  sessions  of  the 

jupreme  court,   957- 

ij  Prohibiting  the  exportation  of  llour  from  this  State  by  wa- 

ter,   975 

U5  For  raising  two  corps  of  rangers,  under  the  command  of 

Col.  John  Harper,  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  in 

Albany,  Tryon  and  Ulster  counties,   1001 

j.g  Appointing  committee  to  confer  witli  committees  from  the 

eastern  States  on  the  subject  of  tlie  paper  currency,  &c,.  1009 
147  Relative  to  the  enrolment  of  the  militia,  and  provision  for 

reinforcing  the  army  on  the  northern  frontiers,  and  the 

garrisons  of  the  fortresses  at  the  Highlands,   1023 

148.  For  the  relief  of  the  poor  on  the  western  frontiers,  . .  1032,  1033 

149. '  Authorizing  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  northern  de- 

partment of  the  Continental  army,  to  grant  lull  pardons 
to  such  persons  as  sineh  the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga, 
have  joined  Gen.  Burgoyne,and  who  may  return  to  their 
allegiance,   1057 

150.  For  continuing  the  powers  and  authority  of  the  several  coun- 

ty and  district  committees,  and  commissioners  lor  detect- 
ing and  defeating  conspiracies;  and  directing  the  several 
county  committees  to  remove  cattle,  stocli.  and  provisions 
into  the  interior,   1061 

151.  Authorizing  the  impressment  of  wheat  and  flour  for  the  im- 

mediate use  of  the  army,   10(55 

152.  For  the  more  elTectual  obedience  of  the  militia  to  their  com- 

manding officers,     1071 

153  Prohibiting  the  exportation  of  flour,  meal,  or  grain,  out  of 

this  State,   1U77,  1078 

154.  Authorizing  the  several  district  committees  to  transport  the 

families  and  efl"ects  of  traitors  and  rebels  out  of  this 
State,   1078 

155.  Prescribing  the  terms  on  which  flour  and  meal  may  be  ex- 

ported from  this  Slate  to  the  cistern  States,. .  1084, 1085,  1089 

156.  Appointing  a  committee  to  investigate  abuses  in  the  com- 

missary's department   10fi2 

157.  Prohibiting  the  exportation  of  shoe  leather,   1093,  10D4 

158.  Appointing  commissioners  to  lis  on  tlie  place  for  the  erection 

of  fortifications  at  the  Highlands,   1113 

159.  Appointing  commissioners  to  meet  commissioners  from  the 

eastern  and  middle  States,  at  >'ew-Haven,  to  regulate  and 
ascertain  the  price  of  labour,  manuiactures,  internal  pro- 
duce, 8ic.  and  to  regulate  the  charges  of  innholders,  111.3,  1114, 

1117,1118 

KEVISION.  (See  Council  of  Revision.) 
RHODE  ISLAND. 

1.  Receipt  of  letter  from  Jonathan  Otis,  chairman  of  committee 

of  inspection  at  Newport  in,   48 

2.  Certificate  from  chairman  of  committee  of  Safety  at  Provi- 

Tidence,  of  the  receipt  and  purchase  of  a  quantity  of  flour 
and  bread,   66 

3.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of  inspection  at  Provi. 

dencc  from  Samuel  Burling,  and  from  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty, requesting  leave  for  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Nightingale,  to 
purchase  and  import  a  quantity  of  flour  and  provisions  for 
the  use  of  live  town  of  Providence  and  American  army,. .  113 

4.  Leave  granted  to  Samuel  Burling  alone   124 

6.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of  inspection  for  Bris- 
tol, recommending  Charles  De  Wolf  and  others,  charter- 
ers of  sloop  Hannah,  bound  for  New-York,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  flour ;  permission  to  purchase,   1G2 

6.  Letter  from  committee  of  Newport,  setting  forth  the  distresses 

of  the  inhabitants  of  said  town :  and  requesting  permission 
for  Captain  John  Andrews  and  .Mr.  Nathan  Eeebe,  to  pur- 
chase and  lade  flour  therefor  ;  permission  granted,   181 

7.  Application  from  Governor  of  to  Provincial  Congress,  for  ad- 

ditional supply  of  provisions,   212 

8.  Delegation  to  Gov.  Cook  of,  from  Provincial  Congress,  for 

the  powder  in  his  care  belon^inj  to  Colony  of  New-York  ; 
and  directions  for  the  distribution  of;  letter  accompany- 
ing,   511 

RICHMOND  COUNTY. 

1.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  first  Provincial 

Congress,   7,  8 

2.  Appointment  of  member  of  Committee  of  .^'afcty  for   70 

3.  Reference  to  members  from,  of  letter  of  David  Burger,  com- 

plaining of  sundry  persons  in,  for  supplying  transport 
with  live  slock,   132 

4.  Letter  to  Delegates  from,  requesting  their  attendance  in  Pro- 

vincial Congress   199 

5.  Answer  of  Paul  Micheau,  one  of  the  Delegates   199 

6.  Letter  to  committee  of,  urging  attendance  of  Delegates  from, 

in  Provincial  Congress  '.   203 

7.  Answer  of  committee,   227 

8.  Resolutions  respecting  neglect  of  inhabitants  of,  to  elect  Re- 

presentatives in  Provincial  Congress  :  and  letter  to  Uele- 
Kates  in  Congress,  respecting   -20,  230 

9.  Information  communicated  to  Provincial  Congress,  respect- 

ing ;  and  resolutions  adopted,    247 

10.  Letter  from  committee  of,  informing  of  the  election  of  Dele- 
gates to  Provincial  Congress  •  263 


RICHMOND  COUNTY— Continued. 

11.  Resolutions  of  Continetal  Congress,  respeciing  the  admission 

of  Deputies  from,  to  Provincial  Consre-s,  i   300 

12.  Letter  from  Deputies  elected  in,  infonning  that  thfy  ;nid  the 

inhabitants  of,  had  subscribed  the  general  associrituiu.  :ind 
requesting  the  proceedings  of  the  Jersey  trnops  under 
Col.  Herd  to  be  stopped;  answer  of  Provincial  CcinrTes^..    31 J 

13.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  committee  of  i;ii,^:il„Mh- 

town,  New-Jersey,  requesting  the  delivery  of  sundry  inhn- 

bitanls  of,  confined  at  Elizabethtown,  to  county  cnnimiii.  e 

and  letter  to  county  committee  of,  respecting   315 

14.  Names  and  credentials  of  Delegates  from,  to  second  Provin- 

cial  Congress,   ;;;24 

15.  Letter  from  committee  of,  informing  of  the  arrival  of  inhabi- 

tants of,  confined  at  Elizabethtown,   a33 

16.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  committee  of,  relative  to 

the  arrangement  of  militia  of,  &c   3jo 

(See  Stirling,  Lord,  17.) 

17.  Letter  from  Hendrick  Garrison,  complaining  of  ill  treatment 

before  committee  of,  &c.  and  requesting  protection  of  Pro- 
vincial Congress,   351 

18.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  committee  nf,  recom- 

mending removal  of  stock  from  Stalen  island  to  Jersey  ; 

and  provision  therefor,  '. .  393 

19.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  in  third  Provincial 

Congress,   149 

20.  List  of  tones  and  disaffected  persons  in,  and  resoliUujns  ol' 

Provincial  Consress  for  proceeding  against   ITti.  477 

21.  Appointment  of  Representatives  in  the  Assembly  for,   yi8 

RIFLEMEN. 

1.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  directing  Capt.  Nelson, 

to  repair  to  city  of  New-York,  with  company  of,   375 

RIKER,  CAPT.  ABRAH.\M. 

1.  Return  of  company  of,   395 

2.  Appointment  of,  as  captain  in  Col.  Ritzema's  regiment,  .  105 

RIOTS  AND  I\IOBS. 

(See  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,    16 

(See  General  Association,  4. ) 
(See  Connecticut,  27,  28,  33,  34.) 
(See  New-York  City  and  County,  167.)  ...  .... 

RITCHIE,  AVILLIAM. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  third  lieutenant  in  Captain  .Vnthony  P.ut- 

ger's  artillery  company,  in  the  city  of  New- York,   65 

RITZEMA,  RUDOLPHUS. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  lieutenant  colonel  of  first  resiment,   62 

2.  Embarkation  of,  for  Albany,  with  four  companies  of  Colonel 

McDougall's  regiment,   103 

3.  Letter  from,  detailing  the  attack  upon  Quebec,  the  death  of 

Gen.  Montgomery,  the  surrcmler  of  Col.  Arnold'.s  detach- 
ment, and  the  weak  and  destitute  condition  of  the  troops 
in  Canada   286,  257 

4.  Gives  information  to  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  condition  of 

Canada,   291 

5.  Gives  information  to  Provincial  Congress  relative  to  tlie  Ca- 

nadian regiments,   326 

6.  Appointment  of  captains  in  regiment  of,   105 

7.  Directed  to  procure  arms  taken  from  di?niTcr;led  pTsons  in 

Westchester  county,   456 

RIVINGTON,  JAMES,  (Printer.) 

1.  Letter  from  to  Provincial  Congress,  copy  of  address  of,  to  Con- 

tinental Congress,  and  of  letter  of,  to  creneral  committee 

of  city  of  New-York;  read  and  considered   £.8 

2.  Permitted  to  return  to  his  family  unmolested  in  person  and 

property,  on  signing  general  association,  and  asking  par- 
don for  his  publications,   34 

3.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Delesalion  in  Continental 

Congress,  informing  them  that  no  restitulinn  has  been 
made  by  Connecticut  for  types  ami  property  taken  (rum,  .  346 

4.  Letter  from  Gov.  Trumbull,  respecting   491,492 

ROADS. 

1.  Resolution  of  Convention  for  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 

tee to  uevise  ways  and  means  for  facilitatma  the  cornmu. 
nication  by  land  between  the  northern  anil  southern  parts 
of  the  State,  and  between  this  and  the  southern  Slates,  . .  .  657 

2.  Resolution  of  Convention  for  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 

tee to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  repair  of  the  post 
road  from  the  north  side  of  the  Ilicrhlands  to  Kine's 
Bridge,  and  the  manor  of  Phillipsburali  661,  662 

3.  Resolutions  of  Convention  tor  the  ajipoinlment  of  a  commit- 

tee to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  repnir  of,  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  transportation  of  forage  lor  the  troops,   714 

ROBERTSON,  COL.  JAMES. 

(See  Intercepted  Letters.) 

ROBINSON,  BEVERLY.  (See  Highlands,  12.) 

1.  Letter  to,  requesting  to  put  a  price  upon  lamls  of,  taken  for 

the  erection  of  a  fortification  at  the  Highlands,  opposite 
West-Point,   !52 

2.  Answer  of,   169 

3.  Commissioners  of  sequestration,  in  the  county  of  Dutchess, 

directed  to  lease  the  farm  of,  to  ilepmy  quarter-master, 
general,  for  the  lodgment  of  military  stores,   899 
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ROBINSON,  JOSEPH. 
1.  Permitted  to  receive  a  qunatity  of  gunpowder  of  Gabriel  W. 

Ludlow,   133 

KOBINSON,  LIEUT.  COL. 
1.  Resignation  of,  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  a  regiment  of  militia 
in  Queens  county,  on  account  of  a  proclamation  of  the 
King  of  Denmark,  directins  the  foilbitiire  of  estates  of 
all  persons  bearing  arms  against  the  Jvin?  of  Great  Britain 
in  the  present  war  with  America  ;  acceptance  of  resigna- 
tion  792 

RODGERS,  CAPT.  WILLIAM. 

(See  Privateers,  4,  13.) 
RODGERS,  REV.  JOHN. 

1.  Appointment  of  as  chaplain  to  the  Convention  and  Commit- 

tee of  Safety ;  and  requested  to  open  their  daily  sessions 
with  prayers,  and  to  perform  divine  service  every  Sab- 
bath,   818 

2.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,   1058 

ROGERS,  JAMES.  (See  Cumberland  County,  1.) 
ROGERS,  ROBERT.  (See  Prisoners,  16.) 
ROGGIN,  PETRUS. 
I.  Appointment  of,  as  second  lieutenant,  in  Captain  Elias  Has- 

brouck's  company,   90 

ROMANS,  BERNARD. 

1.  Proposals  of,  for  erecting  fortifications  at  the  Highlands,   159 

2.  Answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,    160,161 

3.  Letter  from,  to  Provincial  Congress  respecting  appointment 

of,  as  engineer  at  the  Highlands,    174 

4.  Remarks  of,  relative  to  plans  for  obstruction  of  the  navigation 

of  the  Hudson,...   179,  189 

6.  Letter  from  Provincial  to  Conlinemal  Congress,  relative  to 

appointment  of,  as  engineer  at  the  Highlands   186 

6.  Appointment  of  committee  for  accommodation  of  dilferences 

with,  and  commissioners  for  erecting  I'ortllications  at  the 
Highlands  ;  and  report  of,   207,  210,  223,  224 

7.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,   161,  210,  236 

8.  Flan  of  fortifications  at  the  Higlilands,  communicated  by,  to 

Committee  of  Safety,   236 

9.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress  for  payment  of,   322 

10.  Letter  from  John  Berrien,  one  of  commissioners  for  erection 

of  fortifications  at  the  Higlilands  to  Provincial  Congress, 
containing  an  account  of  moneys  advanced  by  him  to,. . . .  364 

11.  Order  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon   364 

ROORBACK,  GARRET. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  barrack-master  for  the  city  and  county  of 

New-York,    255 

ROOS,  JACOBUS,  CAPT. 
1.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  for  pay  roll  rations  and  mileage  for 

company  of,  in  Col.  Hasbrouck's  regiment  of  militia,   943 

ROSEBOOM,  GERRIT.  (See  Albany  City,  25.) 

(See  Indian  Affairs,  6.) 
ROSEBOOM,  MYNDERTH. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  colonel  of  second  regiment,   62 

ROSEKRANS,  JACOBUS. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  captain,   100 

2.  Jacobus  Swartwout  appointed  muster-master  of  company  of,  112 

RULES  OF  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  8,  206,  450. 

RUTGERS,  ANTHONY. 

1.  Appointed  captain  of  artillery  company  formed  from  marine 

society  in  city  of  New-York,   41 

2.  Officers  of  company  of,   66 

3.  Commissions  to,  refused,   148 

4.  Order  for  delivery  to,  of  brass  field  pieces,   170 

5.  Appointment  of  committee  to  inquire,  respecting  rank  of,  &c.  180 

6.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  purchase  of  sloop 

for  defence  of  trade  of  the  Colonies,   372 

s. 

SACKET,  NATHANIEL. 

1.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  on  order  of  Gen.  Wa- 

shington, for  payment  of  five  hundred  dollars,  for  services 
rendered  by  •   804 

2.  Directed  to  deliver  the  military  stores  in  his  custody,  as  com- 

missary,  &c.  to  Col.  Lasher,  and  his  accounts  and  vouchers 

to  auditor-general,  for  settlement,   963 

SACKET,  CAPT.  SAMUEL. 

1.  Petition  of,  for  relief,   982 

SAFETY,  COMMITTEE  OF. 

(See  Committee  of  Safety.) 
S AFFORD,  SAMUEL. 
J.  Chosen  major,  by  Green  Mountain  Boys,   107 

2.  Appointed  by  Provincial  Congress,   130 

SALISBURY,  CAPT.  SYLVESTER. 

1.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  pay  and  subsis- 

tence of  his  tronp  of  horse   768 

2.  Anthorized  to  enlist  volunteers  from  the  militia  of  Ulster 

county,    913 
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SALT. 

1.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress  recommending  the  manu- 

facture of,  252,  306 

(See  City  and  County  of  New- York,  131.) 
(See  Murray,  Lindley  and  Robert.) 

2.  Petition  of  Alexander  Robinson,  Geo.  Lindsay,  Peter  Sim, 

and  Marinus  Willctt.  for  encouragement  in  the  manufac- 
ture of,    

3.  Resolutions  of  Convention  ibr  the  encouragement  of  the  ma- 

nufacture of:  

4.  Appointment  of  committee  to  treat  with  Dr.  Joseph  Ger- 

reau,  relative  to  the  manufacture  of,  fee  

5.  Resolution  of  Convention  authorizing  a  loan  of  .£500  to  Alex- 

ander Robertson,  Marinus  Willett  and  Peter  Sim,  and  their 
co-partners,  in  tlie  manufacture  of,  

6.  Resolution  of  Convention  authorizing  a  loan  of  iuOO  to  Doct. 

Samuel  Bard,  and  Captain  William  Goforth  and  his  co- 
partners,   

7.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of  Rochester,  in  Ulster 

county,  complaining  of  the  scarcity  of;  answer  ol  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,  containing  a  recipe  for  the  preservation  ol 
beef  with  a  small  quantity  of,  

8.  Petition  of  Peter  Sim,  one  of  the  contractors  for  setting  uji 

up  works  for  the  manufacture  of,  in  this  Slate,  for  reliel,. 

9.  Appointment  of  committee  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the 

establishment  of  manufactories  of,  

10.  Production  of  sample  of,  made  of  the  water  of  certain  springs 

at  Oriske,  and  directions  for  further  experiments  to  ascer- 
tain the  qualities  of  said  water,  with  a  view  to  the  esta- 
blishment, there  or  elsewhere,  of  works  for  tlie  manufac- 
ture of,  ~^  

11.  Letter  from  Convention  to  Continental  Congress,  requesting  a 

supply  of,  from  the  Continental  stores,  ~..  Soi 

(See  Tryon  County,  28.)      '  , 

12.  Letter  from  Zephaniah  Piatt,  Jr.  Matthew  Cantine,  and  Eg- 

bert Benson,  recommending  the  employment  of  Heiury  and 
John  Livingston,   in   the  purchase  of,  in  the  eastern 

States,  

13  Resolution  of  Convention  for  the  purchase  of  6,000  bushels  of 

in  Massachusetts  Bay,  .'  934 

14.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  I'avour  of  Col.  Abraham  P.  Lolt, 

for  purchase  of,   034 

15.  Proposals  of  Peter  R.  Livingston  for  procuring  a  quantity  of, 

and  provision  for,  

16.  Petition  of  Dr.  Piatt  Townsend,  a  resident  of  Connecticut,  for 

the  interposition  of  Council  with  the  government  of  Con- 
necticut, for  permission  to  manufacture  for  exportation  to 
this  State,  

17.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to  Governor  Trumbull,  there- 

on  962 

18.  Resolutions  of  Congress  for  the  supply  ol,   981 

19.  Agreement  of  commissioners  for  the  erection  of  salt  works, 

with  the  Oneida  Indians,  for  the  manufacture  of,  &c.. .  9S2,  983 

20.  Resolutions  of  the  Council  of  Connecticut,  authorizing  Doct. 

Piatt  Townsend,  and  all  other  inhabitants  of  ihis  State,  to 
manufacture  salt  therein,  for  the  use  o(  Ihis  State,   'jS4 

21.  Letters  from  delegation  in  Congress,  respecting  the  manufac- 

ture of,   998,  999,  JOUO, 

22.  Captain  Elias  Hasbrouck  directed  to  transport  from  Canaan. 

in  Connecticut,  a  quantity  purchaseil  for  the  use  of  this 
State,   

23.  Letter  from  Abraham  P.  Lott,  respecting  his  proceedings  in 

the  purchase  of   10S2 

24.  Answer  of  Council  of  Safety,   10S3 

25.  Resolutions  of  Council  of  Safety,  relative  to  the  distribution 

of,  to  the  several  county  committees.   30.^8,  1059 

26.  Letters  from  Peter  R.  Livingston,  respecting  the  distribution 

of;  and  resolutions  of  Council  of  Safely  lliereon,....  3079,  1103 
(See  Westchester  County,  100.) 
SALTPETRE. 

1.  Appointment  of  committee  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of,  in  the 
hands  of  apothecaries  in  the  cily  of  New-York,  and  report 
 36, 


933 


960 


961 
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of,. 


49 


43 


48 


Appointment  of  committee  to  confer  with  Messrs.  Van  Vleck 
and  Kip,  on  the  subject  of  m.iking,   41 

Proposals  of  Messrs.  Van  Vleck  and  Kip   45 

Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  recommending  collection 
and  transmission  of,  by  several  Colonies,  to  Provincial 
Congress  of  New-York,  lo  be  manufaclured  into  powder,. . 

Motion  for  loan  to  Messrs.  Van  Vleck  and  Kip,  for  manufac- 
ture of,  and  vote  on,  

Letter  to  committee  of  New-York  from  Provincial  Congress, 
respecting,  49,  £0 

Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Continental  Congress,  re- 
specting manufacture  of,  &e   2.'53 

Appointment  of  committee  to  report  resolution  for  bounty  for 
making  of;  report  of,   105,  106 

Letter  from  Benjamin  Bates,  respecting  the  making  of,  ap- 
pointment of  cominiltee  to  confer  with,   167 

Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  relative  to  purchase  of 

brimstone  and  sulphur,  &c   176 

(See  Continental  Congress,  77,  93.) 

Letter  from  Henry  Rcmsen  to  committee  of  the  city  of  New- 
York,  respecting  the  purchase  of,   203 

Introductiou  lo  publication  of  an  essay  on  the  manufacture 
of,   253 
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SALTPETRE — Continued. 
11  i>.^nlutjon»  of  Provincial  Congress,  encouraging  the  manufac- 

'^^„o.--   306,409,410 

U  RMUisiUon  on  Treasurer  for  purchase  of,   470 

I?  Appoinlinent  of  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  pro- 

prietj  of  appointing  inspectors  of,   475 

tt  Resolutions  of  Convention  for  the  encouragement  of  the  ma- 

nufacture  of,  572,  573,  676 

(See  Wempel,  Abraham,  1.) 
SANDS,  COMFORT. 
I,  Appointment  of,  as  auditor-general  of  public  accounts,  and  sa- 
lary of,   540 

2  Letter  from,  respecting  payment,  subsistence  and  bounty  of 
Captain  Belknap's  company  of  rangers  ;  proceedings  there- 
on,  697,  698 

3.  Directed  to  prepare  and  state  accounts  of  this  Slate  with  Con- 

gress, other  Stales,  counties  and  individuals   7S7 

4.  Appointed  paymaster  of  llie  mililia  of  the  counties  of  Dutch- 

ess, Ulster,  Westchester  and  Orange,  employed  in  actual 
service,  and  requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  there- 
for,  S64 

6.  Directed  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  militia  of  this  State, 
for  pay  and  rations,  according  to  the  new  regulations  of  Con- 
gress,  •■   S66 

6.  Directions  to  relative  to  payment  to  officers  of  the  militia,  . .  870 

(See  Bancker,  Gerard,  5.) 

7.  Advance  to,  for  payment  of  militia  in  Orange  county,   9O2 

SANDS,  EDWARD. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  surgeon's  mate  for  fourth  regiment,   109 

SANDS,  JOHN. 

1.  Choice  of,  as  captain  of  militia  in  Queens  county,   173 

SANDS,  JOHN. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  2d  colonel  of  the  troops  to  be  raised  by 

draft  from  the  militia  on  Nassau  island,   534 

SANDY  HOOK. 
1  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress  for  dismantling  light  house 

at,    336 

2.  Instructions  to  Major  William  Malcom,  therelbr,  and  letter 

from  Provincial  Congress  to  committee  of  inspection  and 
observation,  in  New-Jersey,     342 

3.  Execution  of  such  iostructions,   355 

SARATOGA. 

1  Letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler,  informing  of  the  retreat  of  the 

army  to   1025,  1026 

SCHENCK,  HENRY. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  major  of  regiment  of  minute  men,  in 

Dutchess  county,    135 

SCHENCK,  JOHN. 
I.  Appointment  of,  as  major  in  regiment  of  minute  men,  in 

Dutchess  county,   415 

SCHENCK,  PAUL. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  commissary  of  the  troops  at  Fishkill,. . ..  66S 
SCHOHARIE. 

(See  Tryon  County,  32.) 
(See  Albany  City  and  County,  85.) 

1.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to  Gov.  Clinton,  requesting  the 

despatch  of  a  party  against  Capt.  Man  and  his  forces,  en- 
gaged in  co-operating  with  the  enemy,   1036 

2.  Answer  of  Gov.  Clinlon,  and  directions  to  Col.  Levi  Pawling 

to  repair  to  the  relief  of,   1040 

SCHOONMAKF.R,  ABRAHAM. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  adjutant  of  Ulster  county  militia,   135 

SCHOONMAKKR,  CAPT.  HENDRICK. 
I.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  for  pay  and  subsistence  of  company 
of,  in  Major  Adrian  WynUoop's  detachment  of  militia,  to 
guard  the  passes  in  the  Highlands   775 

SCHOONMAKER,  FREDERICK. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  captain,   995 

5.  Directed  to  enlist  a  company,  &c   1005 

SCHOONMAKER,  PETRUS. 
1.  Letter  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,  resigning  his  commission 
as  captain  of  a  company  of  militia  in  Col.  Pawling's  regi- 
ment, Ulster  county   463 

3.  Report  of  committee  respecting  rank  of,  as  captain  in  Colonel 

Pawling's  regiment  in  Ulster  counly,  4ii6,  467 

3.  Letter  from  Convention  to  committee  of  Rochester,  relative  to 

the  diflficullies  in  the  company  of,   529 

SCHUYLER,  PHILIP. 

1.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  recommending  appoint- 

ment of,  as  major-general,     31 

2.  Letter  from  Provincial  Consress  to  Delegates  in  Continental 

Congress,  definins  the  qualifications  requisite  for  general 
officers,  and  recommending  as  above,  32,  33 

J.  Commissary  directed  by  Provincial  Congress  to  deliver  arti- 
cles to,   59 

4k  Letter  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,  respecting  supply  of 

tents  and  fuel  for  encampment  of  Connecticut  troops,   60 

8.  Directed  by  Continental  Congress  to  repair  to  Ticomleroga 

•nd  Crown-Point,  to  examine  into  the  stale  thereof,  «.c.  to 
obtain  intelligence  of  Canadians  and  Indians,  and  secure 
CODaraand  of  waters,   62 


11. 


19. 


26. 


40. 


41. 


SCHUYLER,  PniLIP-Co.vTiNfED 

Appointment  of,  by  Continental  Congress,  as  ina'ior-ertnil      ,  ( 

Letter  Irom,  to  Provincial  Congress,  cnclosni-.-  <..iuh«l.-  01 
stores,  &c.  wanted  for  the  troops,  and  rcqueli,,,  '  il,.-  i,,r 
warding  of  levies  to  Albany,    "  ,;, 

Appointment  of  committee  to'confer  with,  .      .  .  ' 

Report  of  committee  

Letter  from,  requesting  advance  to  Ethan  Allen 'a[,,'| ' 
Warner,  for  services  rendered  at  Ticonderoga  and  Ciuv  ., 
Point  

Rev.  John  Peler  Teslard  employed  as  French  interpreter  tor  '  ' 
&c  

Letter  to,  from  Committee  of  ."safety,  covering  copy  01  L'ol. 
Hinman's  letter,  respecting  detences  on  Lake  Champlain 
&c   ' 

Letter  from,  requesting  the  appointment  of  a  fit  persun  to  take 
command  of  the  sloop  on  Lake  Champlain,  and  for  a  rein- 
forcement of  troops,   -3 

Answer  of  C'omniitlee  of  Safety,  7|1  ,.51) 

Appointment  of,  and  warrant  to  Capt.  James  Smith,  for  such 
command,  

Letter  from,  on  the  necessity  of  strengthening  the  earrisons 
at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Point,  T   94 

Letters  from,  enclosing  extracts  of  letters  from  Gov.  Trum- 
bull, requesting  supplies,  reinforcements,  i-Vc.  for  the  troops 
at  Ticonderoga,  and  communicating  inlbrmation  of  the 
dispositions  of  the  Indians  at  Canada,  and  of  attempts  to  en. 
gage  them  for  the  British,  95,  96.  97 

Answer  of  Provincial  Congress,  communicating  information 
of  the  embarkation  I'or  Albany  of  four  companies  of  Col. 
McDongall's  regiment  under  command  of  Lieut.  Colonel 
Ritzema,  &c.  &c   Ju3,  194 

Letter  from,  enclosing  communication  from  Green  iVIountain 
Boys,  respecting  the  appointment  of  field  and  otiier  oili- 
cers  ;  and  his  answer  thereto,  and  concerning  other  mat- 
ters  J06,  107 

Suffolk  county  troops  directed  to  proceed  to  Ticonderoga,  un- 
der command  of,   ICS 

Answer  of  Provincial  Congress  to  letter  of,  respeetiag  ap- 
pointment of  oiiicers  for  Green  Mountain  Bojs,   109 

Letter  from,  communicating  inlbrm.Ttion  relative  to  move- 
ments of  Indians  in  Canada,   Ill,  112 

Answer  of  Provincial  Congress,    112,  113 

Letters  from,  relative  to  movements  of  troops  and  supply 
of  artillery,  Ac.  the  Green  IMountain  Boys,  the  sentiments 
of  the  Canadians,  and  the  arrival  of  Indians,  Ac.  &c.  and 
answer  of  Provincial  Congress   i  Jo,  i.'jl 

New-York  troops  ordureJ  to  support  of,    154 

Letter  from,  respecting  military  optralions  against  Canada  ; 
and  requesting  supply  of  powder  ;  and  answer  of  Frovm- 
cial  Congress,   167,  IGS,  1S5 

Order  of  Continental  and  Provincial  Congress  for  supply  01',  ITi 

Letter  from,  informing  of  the  surrender  of  the  Kirt  and  garri- 
son at  Chamblee,  and  of  the  probable  reduction  of  St. 
Johns  ;  and  answer  of  Provincial  Congress,   192 

Letter  from,  inlbrming  of  the  surrender  of  .St.  Johns   2'jO 

Letter  from,  informing  of  the  surrender  of  Montreal   201 

Letter  from,  requesting  information  of  payments  made  to 
troops  of,  by  Provincial  Congress,   201 

Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to,  enclosing  account  of  mo- 
neys paid  to  Continental  troops,    211 

Letter  from  Provincial  Congress,  relative  to  duty  of  paymas- 
ter of,  in  auditing  and  allowing  accounts   245 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety,  relative  to  shipwrights,  car- 
penters, scows,  batteaux,  salt  provisions,  reduction  of  old 
troops,  and  raising  of  new  levies,   254 

Order  for  transmission  of  powder  to,  at  Albany,  on  intelli- 
gence of  repulse  of  Continental  troops  at  Quebec,  and  dis- 
orders in  Tryon  county   256 

Directed  to  explore  the  river  St.  Lawrence  above  and  below 
Quebec  ;  and  prepare  boats  for  ils  defence,   265 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  relative  to  the  raising  of 
troops  for  defence  of  Canada  ;  and  Ihe  appointment  of  a 
paymaster,   276 

Answer  of,   2S6 

Letter  fr  ^m,  to  Provincial  Congress  transmitting  a  return  of 
the  names  of  persons  to  whom  recruiting  orders  for  garri- 
soning Crown-Point,  Ticonderoga,  Fort  George,  Ac.  were 
given  by,  SiC   293,294 

Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  relative  to,  issuin;  of 
warrants  by,  to  complete  regiment  directed  to  be  raised  in 
New- York,  for  the  service  of  Canada ;  and  appointment  of 
officers  of,   300 

Letter  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Canada  regiment ;  and  requesting  the  employment  ot  his 
son  Peter  Schuyler,  as  a  field  ofliccrs,   31> 

Letter  from,  to  committee  of  .\lbany  on  the  same  subject,. .  316 

Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to,  requesting  information 
of  promotions  by  Continental  Congress,  in  the  Canadi.Tu 
regiments;  answerof,   Jl!',  334 

Letter  Irom,  re(iuesting  arms,  clothing,  &c.  and  order  for 

purchase  of,  /  ' ' '  "  , 

Letters  from,  rccommenilins  Mr.  Paine  and  Captain  ^\  illett, 
and  transmitting  list  of  ollicers  of  the  four  rcsiniorits  rais- 
ed in  New-York,  in  177-!,  now  in  Canada;  and  also  <il  those 
who  have  accepted  commissions  in  Col.  Van  Schaick  s  re- 
giment; answer  of  Provincial  Congress,   331 
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SCHUYLER,  PHILIP— CoNTiNDED. 

Letter  from,  to  Gen.  Lee,  relative  to  conditioa  of  the  troops 
in  Canada,   347,  348 

Letter  from,  to  chairman  of  committee  in  Kin<;ston,  relative 

to  appointment  of  captain  of  company  of  militia,    351 

Letter  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,  requestmg  the  forward- 
ing of  sundry  naval  stores   357 

Letter  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,  respecting  the  employ- 
ment of  Captain  Wynkoop,  upon  the  lakes  under  Commo- 
dore Douglass  ;  proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  there- 
on,  •   364 

Answer  of  Committee  of  Safely,   41S 

Letter  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,  respecting  petition  of  Mr. 
X)uer  relative  to  the  election  of  Deputies  Irom  Charlotte 
county,    4.')3 

Letter  from,  to  Committee  of  Safety,  respecting  proceedings 
of,  and  contemplated  resignation,   621,634 

Report  of  committee  thereon     623,  635 

Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of  Albany,  respecting  the 
contemplated  resignation  of   633 

Resolutions  of  Convention  approving  conduct  of,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties,  deprecating  resignation  of,  and  re- 
questing Congress  to  withhold  tlieir  assent  to  the  same  ; 
and  appointment  of  committee  to  wait  upon,  &.c.  report  of 
committee   635,  656,  657 

Letter  from,  to  Committee  of  Safety,   667,  668 

Letter  from  John  Hancock,  President  of  Congress,  to,  trans- 
mitting resolutions  of  Congress  respecting  the  raising  of 
additional  battalions,   66S 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  transmitting  information 
of  the  movements  of  the  British  fleet,   669 

Letter  from,  transmitting  intelligence  of  the  destruction  of 
American  fleet  on  Lake  Champlam.  ikc   6S4 

Appointment  of  committee  to  confer  and  co-operate  with,  for 
the  defence  of  the  northern  frontiers,   684 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  the  committee  of  con- 
ference  692, 693 

Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  nf  conference,  to  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  relative  to  arrangement  of  army  under 
command  of,   694,  695 

Letter  from,  relative  to  movements  of  the  army  under  his 
command,  &c     698,  699 

Report  of  committee  for  co-operating  with,  in  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers,  &c   699  to  705 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  relative  to  the  means  of 
transporting  troops  across  the  Hudson  river.   708 

Letter  from,  informing  of  the  retreat  of  Gen.  Carlton  to  Ca- 
nada, together  with  Sir  John  Johnson,   7'lS 

Letter  from,  respecting  proceedings  of,  ice   711 

Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Salety  requesting  advice  of,  re- 
lative to  the  obstructions  of  the  navigation  of  Hudson's 
river   714,715 

Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety,  requesting  the  superin- 
tendence of,  in  the  erection  of  works  for  the  defence  of 
the  Hudson  river,   "21 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  transmitting,   722,  726 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  informing  of  the  situa- 
tion and  movements  of  the  British  and  American  forces, 
and  requesting  the  marchin?  of  rei-ruits  ot",  to  FisiikiU,. .  .  745 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  transmuting  intelligence 
of  movements  of  the  Continental  army,    747 

Resolution  for  the  advancement  of  twenty  thousand  pounds 
to,  for  the  public  service,  •  •  775 

Letter  from,  relative  to  the  monopolies  and  engrossment  in 
the  purchase  of  provisions,and  suggesting  a  remedy  tiiere- 
for  ;  and  requesting  a  reinforcement  at  the  fortress  at  Ti- 
conderoga  ;  answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,   792,  793 

Resolutions  of  Conomittee  of  Safety,  authorizing  to  despatch 
one-fifth  of  the  militia  of  Albany,  Tryon,  Charlotte, 
Gloucester  and  Cumberland,  for  the  reinforcement  of  the 
garrison  at  Ticonderoga,  and  to  arm  and  supply  the  same 
with  necessary  provisions,  

Letter  to,  transmitting  such  resolutions,   800 

(See  Ticonderoga,  SiC.  17,  48,  49.) 

Authorized  to  cause  the  army  under  his  command  to  be  in- 
oculated with  the  smallpox,   

Election  of, as  Delegate  in  Congress,   "-jl 

Letter  from  Philip  Livingston  and  James  Duane,  Delesates 
in  Congress,  respecting  investization  of  charges  preferred 
against,  their  satisfactory  refutation,  and  his  reinstatement 
in  command,   '* 

Report  of  Committee  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  accounts 
of,   9dl,9.)2 

Directed  to  take  the  command  of  the  northern  department,  .  9o- 

Resolutions  of  Council  of  Safety,  presenting  their  thanks  to 
Congress  for  their  efficient  defence  of  the  character  of,  ^ 
&C.  

Capts.  John  Strong  and  Simon  Stevens'  company  of  rangers, 
placed  under  command  of;  letter  from  Council  of  Salety 
to,  •  9i9,9SU 

Letter  from,  detailing  proceedinss  of,  at  Ticonderoga,  and 
the  condition  of  the  northern  army,   JJ^'f 

Answer  of  Council  of  Safety,   -^^ 

Appointment  of  committee  to  confer  with  ;  •  •  •  • 

Letter  from,  expressing  his  astoni=;hm"nt  at  the  evacuation  of 
Ticonderoga  by  the  scncral  oUicers,   ■   j-'- 

Answerof  Council  of  Safety ;  and  letter  to  Gen.  Putnam,. . .  JJ- 

296 
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SCHUYLER,  PHILIP— CoNTiN-TJED. 

Letter  from  Council  of  Safuty  to,  transmitting  resolutions  for 
raising  two  companies  of  rangers,  in  Albany,  Ulster  and 
Tryon  counties,  for  the  protection  of  Ironticrs   1002 

Letter  from,  to  Gen.  W  ashington,  enclosing  copies  of  procla- 
mation by,  and  Gen.  Burgoyne,   1005,  1006 

Letter  from,  Council  of  Safety  to,  relative  to  the  move- 
ment of  Gen.  Glover's  brigade  to  the  northward,  and  the 
complaints  of  the  ship  carpenters,  &c   1015 

Letter  from  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  ;  resolution 
of  Council  thereon   llilo,  1017 

Letter  from,  respecting  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  ar- 
my under  his  command,  and  the  proceedings  of  General 
Burgoyne   1017 

Letter  from,  at  Saratoga,  traiisinitting  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Thomas  Spencer,  at  Oneida,  relative  to  proceedings  and 
intentions  of  the  Indians,  lui.'),  1026 

Letter  from,  at  Saratoiza,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from,  to 
Congress,  respecting  proceedings  of,  and  condition  ol'  the 
army  under  his  command   1U2"^,  1029 

Letter  from  delegation  in  Congress  to  Council  of  Safety,  re- 
specting the  application  for  the  recal  of,  from  the  commaiul 
of  the  northern  army,  and  the  reinstatement  of  General 
Gates,     1633 

Transfer  of,  to  the  army  under  Gen.  Washington,  and  rein- 
statement of  General  Gales  to  the  command  of  the  north- 
ern army,   1035 

Letter  from,  to  Gov.  Clinton   1035 

Letter  from,  to  Council  of  Safety,  relative  to  the  condition  of 
the  northern  army   1042 

SCOTCH  HIGHLANDERS. 

(See  Stewart,  James.) 

SCOTT,  JOHN  MORIN. 

Appointment  of,  as  britradicr-gcncral  for  the  four  battalions  of 
militia  to  reinforce  the  army  at  New-York,  and  commis- 
sion of,   4S8 

Proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  relative  lo  handbill  pu- 
blished by,  reflecting  on  the  honour  and  imi'ai  tiality  nf  the 
House   406 

Resolutions  o/' Committee  of  Safety,  for  continuance  in  service 
of  brigade  of,  fvc   ~  ' ' 

Letter  from,  respecting  proceedings  and  intentions  of,   719 

Resolutions  of  Comniiitee  of  Safety,  teuilering  the  thanks  of 
Convention  to,  lor  his  patriotic  offer  to  continue  in  ilie 
service,  and  to  his  ofliccrs  and  men  for  their  conduct :  and 
directing  a  gratuity  of  X'1,500  to  be  distributed  among  the 
non-commissioned  otiicers  and  privates  belonging  to  bri- 
gade of,  

Letter  from  Committee  of  Salety  to,  transmitting,   /21 

Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  respecting  the  co-ope- 
ration of,  in  the  obstruction  of  the  navigation  of  Hudson's 
river,  

Letter  from,  informing  that  the  number  of  men  belonging  to 
his  brigade,  willing  to  continue  in  service,  is  too  inconsi- 
derahle  to  warrant  their  retention,     729 

Resolution  of  Committee  ol  Salety,  directins  the  payment  of 
the  gratuity  for  non-commissioned  otiicers  and  privates  of 
brigade  of,  to  Col.  .Malcom,.   734 

Letter  from,  relative  to  pmcecdinss  of,   7'„4 

Letter  from,  sucsicsting  the  propriety  of  ordering  down  n  bo- 
dy of  militia,  to  take  possession  of  the  cily  ol  New- York, 
on  its  evacuation  by  the  enemy,  and  offering  his  services 
to  take  the  command  of  such  body  ;  answer  of  Convention,  827. 

829 

Election  of,  as  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court;  declension 

of,   S'O 

SCRIBNER.  NATHANIEL. 

Appointment  of,  as  captain  of  a  conipanv  m  Dutchess  county, 
for  the  detection  and  suppression  of  conspiracies,    666 

Directed  to  form  a  part  of  Caiitain  jMelanctcn  Smith's  com-    ^  _^ 

RequisUion  on  Treasurer  for  pay  and  billeting  e.xpenscs_of 

company  of,  ''5 

SCULDER,  LIEUT.  '\VILLIAM. 
Memorial  from,  reqiieslini  payment  to  men  enlisted  by,  in 

Capt.  Henry  O'Hara's  company   4:19 

Appointment  of,  as  2d  lieutenant  in  Capt.  John  'VVyley  s  com- 
pany,   -l"^ 

SEAL.  (Sec  Great  Seal.) 
SEAMEN. 

(See  Philadelphia,  4.) 
(See  Mariners.) 
SECOND  REGIMENT. 

Field  otiicers  of  ■  •  •   °2 

Provision  for  military  stores  and  provisions  for   J4 

Report  of  condition  of,   .   96- 

(See  Roseboom,  Cel.  Myndert.) 
(See  'V'an  Sch:iack,  Lieut.  (I'ol.  Goose.) 

Appointment  of  Bedford  Williams  as  surgeon's  mate  of,   108 

SECRECY.  (See  Committee  of  Secrecy.) 
Form  of  oath  of,  to  be  administered  to  members  and  oflicers 
of  Provincial  Congress,  and  to  all  persons  in  the  employ__ 

 ^   IIG,  117,  453 
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SFCHECV,  COMMITTEE  OF.  ^      ,  ^  . 

1    mnuncnl  of,  by  Provincial  Congress,  to  confer  and  advise 
ith  the  Commander-in-Chief,  on  all  such  matters  relative 
^  the  execution  of  his  otiice  as  he  shall  choose  to  commu- 
nicate to  them   •  

n  tetter  from,  relative  to  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  ile- 

fence  of  the  Hudson  river,  &c   575,  576 

SECRETARIES  OF  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 
(See  McKesson,  John.) 
(See  Benson,  Robert.) 

1.  Account  of,  audited  and  allowed,   188 

SENATORS. 

1  Proceedings  of  Convention  in  forming  Constitution,  relative 
to  the  election  of,  

2.  Election  of,  for  the  southern  district,. .   -  -  -  •   J18 

3.  Election  of,  for  the  eastern,  middle  and  western  district,   990 

SENECA  INDIANS. 
1.  Visit  of  warriors  of,  to  councils  on  their  return  from  General 

Washington's  head-quarters,   975 

SEQUESTRATION.  . 

(See  Commissioners  of  Sequestration.) 

SEQUESTR-\TION  OF  ESTATES. 

(See  Escheated  Estates.) 

1.  Authorized  in  certain  cases,   131,  132 

(See  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  54.) 
(See  Lloyd,  Henry.) 
SERGE  ANT- AT-A  RMS.  (See  Weeks,  James.) 
SERGEANTS.  (See  JiIcDonald,  Rannold.) 
SERVANTS.  (See  Apprentices  and  Servants.) 

SHAFER,  JACOB. 
1.  Disbursements  and  account  of,  as  messenger  to  Philadelphia  ; 

allowed,    26 

SHARPLESS,  RICHARD. 
1.  Provision  for,  as  one  of  the  prisoners  taken  at  Ticonderoga,.  48 

SIIjVW,  JOHN.  (See  Intercepted  Letters,  &C.) 
SHEAF,  HENRY. 
1.  Ordered  to  build  barge  for  ship  Asia,   108 

SHELTER  ISLAND.  (See  Suffolk  County,  18,  21.) 
SHERIFFS. 

1.  Election  of,  for  the  several  counties,  912,  913 

SHIP  ASIAt 

1.  Provisionsand  supplies  granted  for  use  of,   ]5 

(See  Asia,  (Ship.) 
SHIP  SALLY.  (See  Philadelphia,  1.) 

SHIPS  AND  VESSELS. 

(See  Asia,  Ship.) 
(See  Ship  Sally.) 

1.  Application  of  Murray,  Sansom,  Murray  &  Co.  and  of 

Frederick  Rhynlander,  for  permission  for  ship  Peggy,  and 
cargo  of  wheat  to  sail  for  Falmouth,  in  England  ;  granted 
conditionally   123 

2.  Application  of  Charles  McEvers  k.  Co.  to  permit  ship  Alba- 

ny and  cirgo  of  wheat  to  sail  for  Lisbon,   1.3.3 

3.  Application  of  Walter  Buchannon  60  Co.  toTiermit  vessel 

and  cari^o  for  Madeira,  and  another  for  Barcelonia,  to 
sail,   123 

4.  Application  of  Thomas  Ar.len,  Jr.  and  David  Bemus,  owner 

and  master  of  sloop  Liberty  to  sail :  :;ranted,   12.,,  127 

5.  Letter  from  William  McAdam,  for  leave  for  sloop  Jean, 

Capt.  Bascombe  master,  to  sail  with  cargo  for  Kingston, 

in  Jamaica  ;  referred  to  New-York  committee   123,  138 

6.  Committee  appointed  to  report  regulation  respecting  sailing 

of  with  provisions   123 

7.  Letter  from  James  and  Alexander  Stewart,  for  permission  to 

ship  a  quantity  of  rye,  and  purchase  necessary  articles 
with  proceeds,     121 

8.  Letter  from  Henry  Bewsnn  and  Jnlin  Read,  for  permission 

for  sloop  Charlotte,  Captain  Nathaniel  Harriot  to  sail 
for  Kingston,  with  flourand  lamp  oil,  and  to  purchaseship 
bread  and  lumber;  leave  granted,   124,  127 

9.  Letter  from  V.  Pearse  Ashfield,  for  prrmission  for  brig  Pat- 

ty, Bedford  Ashfield,  master,  to  sail  for  Madfira  with  In- 
dian corn,   ,    124 

10.  Permission  to  G.  W.  Beekman,  D.  Beekman  and  C.  P.  Low, 

to  ship  on  board  sloop  I'enn<:ylvania  Farmer,  William 
Newton,  master,  for  island  of  St.  Croi.'t,  cargo  of  provi- 
sions and  lumber   124 

11.  Report  of  committee  respecting  regulations  for  sailing  of 

provisions,  &.c.  and  form  of  oaths  to  be  taken  by  owners 

and  masters  of  such  vessels,   124 

12.  Permission  to  William  Malcora.  for  sailing  of  sloop  Thistle, 

Roger  Haddock,  master,  to  St.  Eustatia,  with  cargo  of 
provision,   126,  127 

13.  Permission  to  Abraham  Dc  Peyster  to  load  sloop  Charity 

with  provisions  for  West  Indies   127 

I*.  Appointment  of  committee  on  future  applications  of  owners 

of,  for  permission  to  sail   127 

)3.  Eiaminalion  of  Jacobus  Stoutcnburgh  and  others,  relative 

to  Peter  Dop,  and  his  sloop,  charged  withhavingsupplicd 

accessaries  for  British  troops;  and  directions  given  for 


SHIPS  AND  VESSELS-CoNTiKt-rn 
seizing  said  sloop  and  people  on  board,  on. I  u-r  the  dispo- 
sition thereof,   12!i,       1  J,  |.,,  J.J  I ,,,  |-, 

16.  Permission  to  brig  Polly,  with  cargo  Ibr  WV^i      ,      j,"  «'a,|''' 


Bernard  iVlclJavil,  master,, 

17.  Permission  to  sloop  Greyhound,  Wra.  Montanyc,         V  lor 

Curacoa,   |.,., 

18.  Permission  to  sloop  Joseph,  Benj.  Lindsay,  masur,  i.,, 

vidence  with  flour,  '  j  ,j 

19.  Permission  to  ship  Peggy,  John  Murray,  owner,  tJr 

mouth,  with  cargo  ol  wheat,   "  ... 

20.  Report  exculpating  Capt  Isaac  L.Winn,  from  suspuicri  ,  , 

a  design  to  furnish  the  liritisli  troops  with  neres^ar!..-  m 
a  sloop  bound  to  the  eastward  ;  certificate  to  iliiii.  eiLn 
given  to  him,  letters  of  examined,  and  proceedings  iLt;:'!- 

on,   141,  ! 

(See  Intercepted  Letters,  7.) 
(See  Bachc,  Tlicoplialact,) 

21.  Accounts  of  expenses  in  taking  sloop  from  Dutchess  countv. 

near  Sptytden  Duyvel,  ordered  to  be  ascertained,  '. 

22.  Passports  granted  to  David  Hawley  and  Aaron  jenniims, 

masters  of  sloop  Sally  and  Lady,  bound  for  West  Indies, 

to  return  to  Connecticut,   1 13 

23.  Appointment  of  committee  to  employ  and  despatcli  lor  the 

purchase  of  powder  and  arms ;  and  appropriation  lur.  1  J.'i.  1.;? 

24.  Permission  to  William  Kilchie,  to  convey  articles  to  camp 

at  Cambridge,   M6 

25.  Resolutions  and  proceedings  of  committee  of  Kingston,  re- 

lative to  taking  of  Christian  Bergen,  Jr.  sloop  Sarah.  . .  .  I'lO 

26.  Permission  to  sloop  Francis,  Wni.  Ritchie,  master,  br'.oncring 

to  Wm.  Lowther,  to  sail  forKdenton,  in  North  Caroliui,.  liS 

27.  Permission  to  briganline  Elliot,  William  Hallock  i.iasler.  to 

proceed  on  a  whaling  voyage   l.>4 

28.  Letters  and  papers  on  board  Rhode  Island  packet;  exajiun- 

ed  and  returned,   157 

29.  Permission  to  snow  Georgia,  Thomas  Bolton,  maslei ,  to  re- 

fit in  the  East  river,  at  New-York,   100 

30.  Examinations  relative  to  suspicious  communications  of,  witii 

ship  Asia,   lol,  1G2 

31.  Permission  to  Charles  De  Wolf  and  others,  charterer?  c!" 

sloop  Hannah,  from  Bristol,  to  purchase  Hour  in  ^en- 
York,   1(32 

32.  Permission  to  snow  Georgia,  to  break  bulk, withdrawn,  and 

vessel  ordered  to  depart  the  port   ....  ICS 

33.  Permission  to  Robert  Wallace,  master  of  brig  Mary,  from 

Baltimore,  bound  to  Great  Britain,  to  retit  said  brig  in 
the  East  river;  and  letter  to  Continental  Congress,  re- 
specting,   l'  '>-  173 

34.  Permission  to  Benjamin  Lindsay,  to  lade  provisions  in  sloup 

of,  bound  for  Providence,   170 

35.  Directions  to  wardens  of  port  of  New-York  to  value  pilot 

boat  Bishop  of  Landall,  owned  by  Francis  James,  and 
employed  in  the  public  service,   17fi 

36.  Letter  from  Walter  Franklin  i-i  Co.  requesting  permission  to 

load  sloop  with  provisions  Ibr  Georgia,   176 

37.  Estimate  by  wanlens  of  port  of  New-York,  of  the  value 

pilot  boat  Bishop  of  Landaif   i~7 

38.  Purchase  of  such  boal  and,  draft  on  Treasurer  for  payment,  179 

39.  Permission  to  Captain  John  Andrews  and  Mr.  iNalliaii  Bee- 

be  of  Newport  to  purchase  and  lade  a  cargo  of  ilour  lor 

the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  town   l^'l 

40.  Appointment  of  committee  to  report  a  proper  plan  for  the 

employment  of  the  pilot  boat  Bishop  of  Laiulall,   1^4 

41.  Permission  to  Captain  Benjamin  Lindsay,  on  h':iialf  of 

Messrs.  Clark  and  Nishtingale.  merchants  at  Providence, 
to  lade  provisions  for  the  Continental  army,  on  board  the 
sloop  Fly,   I*-! 

42.  Permission  to  William  Ritchie  to  ship  flour  to  Dartmouth,  l.'-o, 

ISO 

43.  Permission  to  William  McHard.  of  Newburyport  to  pur- 

chase and  transport  Hour  to  Connecticut,   1^6 

44.  AppoinlmenI  ol  committee  to  purchase  flour  and  load  pilot 

boat  Bishop  of  Landalf,  for  procuring  arras  and  ammuni- 


tion, . 


102 


45.  Protest  of  Francis  James,  one  of  the  owners  of  pilot  boat 

Ilar.pden.  relative  to  the  taking  of  said  boat,  ■  •  •  192 

46.  Order  for  payment  to  Francis  James,  for  one-half  the  ])ilot 

boat  the  Hampden,  and  one-half  the  wages  or  lure  of  said 
boat  and  mariners   19CJ 

47.  Direction  to  pilots  not  to  board  vessels  with  troops,  but  to 

give  information  of  their  approach,  

48.  Bill  of  sale  o(  pilot  boat  Hampilen.  made  by  Francis  James    ^  ^ 

and  William  Masscl  to  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,   ■  -'■'•^ 

49.  Appointment  of  committee  to  plan  a  voyage  or  voyages  lor 

two  or  more  additional  vessels,  for  the  procuring  ol  arms, 
ammunition  and  provisions  for  the  use  of  the  Colony,  and 
to  procure  proper  vessels  for  tliat  purpose;  report  ol.  anJ 
proceedings  thereon,   212.  22j,  ■ 

50.  Certificate  of  Gov.  Cooke,  of  Rhode  Island,  of  the  importa- 

tion  of  flour  by  Capt  Benjamin  Lindsay,  and  requisimc  ^ 
n  further  supply  of  provisions,  ;  '  * 

51.  Resolution  for  indcmnilicatinn  against  custom  house  I  '^n'ls, 

for  ships  and  '  essel  sent  to  Europe  to  procure  miiiifiry 
stores  and  provisions,  Sec  

52.  Resolution  for  advance  by  Treasurer  for,  •  •:  ■ 

53.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress  for  the  purchase  and  tit- 

ling out  of  a  proper  armed  vessel  to  cruise  in  Last  river, 
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SHIPS  AND  VESSELS— CoNTiNOED. 
and  Long  islanj  Sound,  to  prevent  supply  of  provisions 

to  Ministerial  army  aud  navy,   228 

J4  loformalioa  cumniumcateJ  to  Commitlce  of  Safety  relative 
to  the  arrival  of  vessel  from  llispaniola  with  gunpow- 
der  233 

65.  Letter  from  t'ummittee  of  Safety  to  Lord  Stirling,  discoun- 

lenanciiii;  the  use  of  vessel  belonging  to  Isaac  Gouver- 
neur,  lor  siuurcs  of  despatches  on  board  British  vessel,.  242 

S6.  ProcceJiugs  and  resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety  relative 
to  case  uf  Captain  Barnabas  Swain,  of  ship  Bellona,  for 
N.Mucket   248 

57  DirtcUons  lor  observation  of  reported  approach  of  British 

ditcl  Irom  Boston,  •   249 

yi  Re»olutuins  of  Continental  Congress,  relative  to  the  capture 

and  lorKUure  of  Brilish  ships  and  vessels,  2S0,  251 

59.  IrClter  Iroui  Committee  of  Safety  to  James  Livingston,  re- 

^uestin^-  ptriuission  for  shipwrights  to  occupy  a  portion 

of  his  land,  for  the  construction  of  their  work,   255 

60.  Directions  for  employment  and  loading  of  vessel  for  Curacoa, 

with  llour  to  be  e.\changed  for  gunpowder  and  ravensduck,  256 

61.  Purchase  of  sloop  Sally,  by  Col.  McDougall;  and  requisi- 

tion on  I'rcasurer  for  purchase  money   2til,  262 

62  PermisMon  to  schooner  Success,  Jonathan  Bowers,  master, 

to  sail,   267 

C3.  Directions  to  Samuel  Isleton  and  others,  to  proceed  in  pilot 

boat  to  Sandy  Hook,  for  the  purpose  of  observing  the 

enemy's  lieet,  cVc   268 

(rl.  Permission  to  Comfort  Sands  to  load  sloop  Sally,  Wilkie 

Dodge,  master,  for  the  West  Indies,  with  provisions,  ....  270 
6.').  Permission  to  brigantine  New-York,  Captain  John  Walker, 

master,  to  lade  with  provisions,   374 

66.  Report  of  committee  appointed  by  Provincial  Congress  to 

freight  a  vessel  to  the  West  Indies,  witli  provisions,  lic.  to 
purchase  arms  and  ammunition  ;  and  resolutions  of  Com- 
mittee of  Sal'ety  agreeing  thereto,  and  to  indemnify 
against  bonds  and  damages  entered  into,  or  accrued  at 
the  custom  house,  &c,   278,  279 

67.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  for  advance  on  account  of,  to 

Comfort  Sands,   279 

68.  Report  of  Samuel  Isleton,  one  of  the  pilots  employed  for 

observation  of  the  enemy's  fleet  at  Sandy  Hook,   2S1 

69.  Examinations  of  pilots,  and  proceedings  of  Committee  of 

Safety,  on  receipt  of  information  of  the  arrival  of  trans- 
ports in  the  harbour  of  New-York  ;  conferences  witli  the 
Hon.  Hugh  Wallace,  and  the  mayor  of  New- York  ;  and 
arrangements  with  committee  of  Continental  Congress, 
and  General  Lee,  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  the 
city,   282,  2S3 

70.  Examination  of  Benjamin  Walker  and  John  Carleton,  rela- 

tive to  piloting  the  transport  ship  Caty  ;  and  certiHcate  of 
Committee  of  Safety  exonerating  said  Carlton  from  all 
censure,   288,  2«9 

71.  Information  of  the  anchoring  of  the  Mercury  sloop  of  war, 

and  two  transports  near  Stalcn  island;  and  proceedings 

of  Committee  of  Safety  thereon,   29! 

72.  Permission  to  Nicholas  Low,  to  lade  schooner  Polly,  Wm. 

Montanye,  master,  with  flaxseed  and  lumber  on  account 

of  Isaac  Govcrncur,  -.   292 

73.  Permission  to  Jacobus  Van  Zar.dt,  to  lade  ship  Kosmond 

with  wheat,  ikc.    30S 

(See  Tryon,  Gov.  8  to  13.) 

74.  Permission  to  John  Hastier  to  go  on  board  the  ship  Sally 

with  provisions    323 

75.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  directing  armed  schooner 

Schuyler,  James  Smith  commander,  and  sloop  British,  to 
cruise  on  the  southern  shore,  between  Egg-Harbnur  and 
Sandy-Hook,  for  the  protection  of  vessels  coming  into 
port,   349 

76.  Permission  to  Wright  Southgate,  master  of  ship  Rosamond, 

to  proceed  to  sea,   349,  350 

(See  Tryon,  Governor,  8  to  15.) 

77.  Proceedings  and  orders  of  Provincial  Congress,  correspon- 

dence with  Gen.  Lee,  and  conferences  with  Lord  Stirling, 
relative  to  intercourse  with,  and  furnishing  provisions  for, 
British  ships  in  the  harbour  of  New- York,   311,  343,  346 

78.  Letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler  to  Provincial  Congress,  respect- 

ing the  employment  of  Capt.  Wynkoop  on  the  lakes,  un- 
der Commodore  Douglass,  in  pursuance  of  resolutions  ol" 
Conlincnlal  Congress;  letter  to  Commodore  Douglass, 
and  proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon,  364,  371,  372 

79.  Purchase  of  armed  vessel  for  protection  of  trade  of  the  Co- 

lonies, and  requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  Capt. 
Anthony  Rutgers,  for  payment  therefor,   372 

80.  Permission  to  Peter  Vandevoort  to  export  provisions  to  the 

West  Indies,  on  account  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticnt,. .  .  378 

81.  Permission  to  Nicholas  Low,  in  exchange  for  llaxseed  and 

lumber,   378 

82.  Permission  to  Jonathan  Carpenter,  to  export  provisions,.. .  380 

83.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  for  .advance  to  Capt.  Wm.  Mer- 

cier,  to  enable  him  to  fit  out  the  vessel  purchased  for  the 

defence  of  Colonial  trade   380 

85.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  subjecting  armed  vessels 

for  protection  of  trade  of  the  Colonies,  to  the  articles  of  * 
war  prescribed  by  Continental  Congress  for  the  govcrn- 
(Dcnt  of  the  navy  of  llie  United  States,   3S4 
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86.  Certificate  of  protection  to  brigantine  Elizabeth,  Capt.  John 

Palmer,  master,   398 

87.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  liivour  of  Thomas  Randall,  for 

purchase  and  outlit  of  armed  schooner,   405 

(See  Privateers.) 
83.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  Capt.  William  Mcr- 
cier,  for  payment  of  expenses  in  fitting  out  armed  schoo- 
ner .Monlgomerie,   408 

89.  Letters  from  Wilkie  Dodge  and  others,  informing  of  the  cap- 

ture of  the  sloops  Sally  and  Polly,  and  requisition  on  Trea- 
surer for  payment  for  said  sloojis,   409 

90.  Letter  from  Gen.  Washington  to  Coininittee  of  balety.  re- 

commending the  prohibition  of  intercourse  with  Brilish 
vessels  ;  and  resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety  there- 
for,  412 

91.  Report  of  marine  committee,  respecting  loan  of  armed  ves- 

sels fitted  out  for  Colonial  use,  Sec   416 

92.  Sale  of  sloop  Bishop  of  Laiidati',  to  Robert  Randall,   421 

^see  Privateers.) 

93.  Letter  from  Convention  to  commissioners  for  superintend- 

ing the  building  of  Continental  ships  at  Poughkeepsie,  re- 
lative to  the  defence  and  security  of,  against  attacks  ol  the 
enemy,   .  526 

94.  Instructions  to  commissioners  at,   Cj-2S 

95.  Appointment  of  committee  to  treat  with  Isacher  Poluck, 

upon  the  sale  ol'  the  sloop  Nonsuch,  and  her  cargo,  . .  .54  J.  550 

96.  Letters  from  Samuel  Tudor,  one  of  the  agents  superintediiig 

the  building  of  the  Continental  frigates  at  Poughkeepsie, 
requesting  advice,  &c   650,  Cfi2 

97.  Resolutions  of  Convention,  authorizing  the  delivery  to  Maj. 

Gen  Schuyler,  by  the  superintendents  tor  buiriding  liie 
Coiitinenlal  frigates  at  Poughkeepsie,  of  cordage  and  rig- 
ging for  fitting  out  row  galleys  on  Lake  Champiain   651 

98.  Resolutions  of  Commitlce  of  Safety,  directing  the  sailing  of 

the  Continental  frigates  Congress  and  IVlontgomerie,  up 

the  river,  to  Esopus  or  Claverack,   722 

99.  Letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  chairman  of  marine  crmmitloe 

of  Continental  Congress,  respecting  destination  of  such 
frigates,   730 

100.  Letter  from  Capt.  Samuel  Tudor,  respecting   730 

101.  Victor  Bicker,  Jr.  nominated  lieutenant  of  marines  for  ship 

Congress,  and  directed  to  enlist  lliirty  marines  Jo  ^uard 
the  ships  Congress  and  iMontironieric,  and  provision  lor 
the  security  and  preparation  for  service  of  such  slu;is... .  734 

102.  Letter  from  Committee  of  i'al'civ  to  Captain  Sainuc!  Tu- 

dor, respeciing  the  fitting  and  disposition  of  the  Coniincn- 
nental  frigates   749 

103.  Letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  chairman  of  marine  committee 

of  Congress,  relative  to  such  frigates,   763 

101.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  Capt.  Robert  Casllc, 
for  wages  and  subsistence  of  himself  and  the  crew  of  the 
armed  sloop  Camden,  fitlcil  out  by  order  of  the  secret 
committee  lor  the  obstruction  of  Hudson's  river,   771 

105.  Report  of  committee  relative  to  hire  and  demurrage  of  sloop 

Nancy,  John  Harrison  master,  IVom  New-Y'ork  to  Bor- 
ileaux,  in  France,  and  requisition  on  Treasurer  for,   773 

106.  Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  building  ol  a  74 

gun  ship,   773 

107.  Memorial  of  Stephen  Hogeboom  and  others,  owners  of  the 

sloop  Middlesex,  lost  in  the  Continental  service,   SIO 

108.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  for  payment  ot'  rations  end  pay 

rolls  of  ship  carpenters,  joiners,  &.c.  on  board  the  Conti- 
nental frigate  Congress,   837 

109.  Report  of  committee  on  the  pelition  of  Leonard  Smith,  Jr. 

relative  to  the  employment  of  his  vessel  in  the  Continen- 
tal service,   SGI 

110.  Report  of  committee  on  the  account  of  Captain  Charles 

Sprainger,  master  of  the  brisantinr  .Mary,   88S 

111.  Report  of  committee  on  petiliuii  of  William  Albertson,  rela- 

tive to  his  claim  on  the  sloop  Charlotte  Elizabeth,   981 

SICKLES,  JOHN,  Jii. 

1.  Chosen  2d  lieutenant  in  beat  No.  29   KtO 

SIGNALS. 

1.  Report  1  r  Maj.  Gonls.  Sullivan,  Greene  and  Stirling,  respcct- 
in?  the  proper  signals  to  communicate  the  facts  of  the  arri- 
val of  British  fleet,   423 

SINCLAIR,  PATRICK. 

1.  His  Majesty's  Lieutenant-Governor  and  superintendent  of  .Mi- 

chiliniacinac,  detained  on  parol  of  honour,  at  Nassau  island 
in  Suffolk  county,  during  the  continuance  of  hostilities  with 
Great  Britain   100 

2.  Proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon,   109 

3.  Parol  extended  to  Lloyd's  Neck   12?,  129 

4.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Delegates  in  Continental 

Coniress,  requesting  permission  for,  to  go  to  Britain,   345 

5.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  for  permission  to  return 

to  Europe,   379 

6.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  communicating  such  per- 

mission, and  letter  to  committee  of  Huntington,  directing 

his  release  on  parol,   380 

SIX  NATIONS  OF  INDIAN,'!. 
1.  Journal  of  conference  between  delcsation  from,  and  Caugh- 
nawagas,  at  the  instance  ot  commissioners  of  Indian  af- 
fairs, 169,170 
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SI,  \\'ES  AND  SLAVERY. 
I  B«„.»,lin2S  of  ConveQtion  in  framing  a  ConstitutioD.  relative 

^  887,  889 

' (See  Cloppcr,  Cornelius  ) 
SLOOPS.  (See  Ships  and  Vessels.) 
SMALLPOX. 

I  QiJer  of  Provincial  Congress,  respectin?  inoculation  for,. .. .  44 

J.  Letter  to  committees  of  observation  of  East  and  South  Hamp- 
ton, respecting   48 

J  Directions  to  general  committee  of  association  of  city  of  New- 
York,  respecting  prevention  of,   50 

4.  Letter  from  William  Powell,  requesting  permission  for  inocu- 
lation of  his  wife  for,  denied,   159 

5  Order  of  Provincial  Congress,  prohibiting  inoculation  for,  216, 

217 

6.  Letter  from  General  Putnam,  transmitting  information  of  the 
inoculation  of  a  number  of  persons  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  and  reference  to  general  committee  of  that  city,  to 
inquire  into  and  punish,     459 

7  Report  of  committee,  and  order  of  Provincial  Congress  there- 
on,  461 

8.  Communication  from  Gen.  Putnam  to  Provincial  Congress, 

expressing  his  tlianks  for  their  exertions,  and  those  of  the 
general  committee  of  the  city  of  New-York,  in  preventing 
the  spread  ol';  answer  of  Provincial  Congress,.   463 

9.  Resolution  of  Committee  of  Safety,  authorizing  inoculation 

for,  under  certain  restrictions,   ,  773 

(See  Fishkill,  6,  7.) 
10.  Letter  from  Gen.  Washington,  recommending  inoculation  for, 
in  the  Continental  army,  and  appointment  of  committee  to 

fuperintend  such  inoculation,   S06 

(See  Schuyler,  Philip,  77.) 
SMEDES,  ABRAHAM. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  1st  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Matthew  Janse's 
company,  of  Shawangunk  precinct,  in  Col.  Jonathan  Has. 

brouck's  regiment  of  militia  of  Ulster  county,   552 

SMITH,  CAPT  JA.MES. 

1.  Appointment  of,  and  warrant  of  Committee  of  Safety  to,  as 

captain  of  armed  vessel  on  Lake  Champlain,  to  receive 
pay  as  a  major,  ,   80 

2.  Copy  of  report  of,  filed,   112 

SiVIITH,  DOCTOR  GILBERT. 

(See  Suffolk  County,  14.) 

SMITH,  EDMUND,  Jr. 
1.  Commission  to,  as  first  lieutenant  of  Smithtown  company  of 

militia,   153 

SMITH,  COMMODORE  JAMES. 
I.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  ol',  for  services  rendered 

on  Lake  Champlain,   261 

S.MITH,  JOSIAH. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  colonel  of  the  troops  to  be  raised  by  draft 

from  the  militia  on  Nassau  island,   534 

2.  To  place  himself  under  the  orders  of  Gen.  Greene,  at  the 

western  end  of  Nassau  island,   563 

3.  To  dfspatrh  his  re'riment  to  Horn's  Hook,   BOl 

4.  Directions  to  iiiri.  Gen.  Clinton,  to  apprehend  and  detain  mi- 

litia and  levies  belonging  to  regiment  of,  disbanded  or  suf- 
fered to  disperse  without  permission,   605 

6,  Treasurer  directed  to  stop  payment  of  accounts  of  regiment 

o*".    '■   614 

SMITH,  MELANCTON. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  captain  of  forces  raised  in  Dutchess  coun- 

ty, for  the  suppression  of  ilisail'ection,   g03 

2.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  payment  of  waees 

and  subsistence  of  companies  under  the  command  of,. . .'. .  695 

3.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  ot',  for  the  purchase  of  Jiay 

for  use  of  the  Slate    j  j05 

SMITH,  PHILLIUS. 
1.  Commission  to,  as  captain  of  Smithtown  company  of  mili- 

^a.    153 

SMITH,  RICHARD. 
1.  Commission  to,  as  ensign  of  Smithtown  company  of  mili- 
tia,   153 

SMITH,  SAMUEL. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  first  lieutenant  in  Captain  John  Gren- 

nel's  company,  in  place  of  William  Phillipse,  declined, ...  78 
SNYDER,  JOHANNE.=!. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  major  of  Ulster  county  raihlia,   135 

(See  Ulster  County,  3.3.) 

2.  Appointment  of,  as  colonel  of  the  levies  detached  from  the 

connties  of  Albany,  Ulster,  Dutchess  and  Orange,  lor  the 
'einforcement  of  the  forts  at  the  Highlands,    614 

3.  Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety,  respecting  payment  of 

regiment  of,  pay,  rations  and  muster  rolls  of  olliccrs  and 

•oldiers  of,  and  for  the  continuance  of,  in  the  service,   717 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
1.  Letter  from  committee  of  intelligence  of  Charleston,  enclos- 
copy  of  an  intercepted  letter  from  General  Gage,  at 
Boston,  to  Governor  .Martin,  of  North  Carolina,  and  a 
*J>Py  of  the  general  association  entered  into  by  Provincial 
Congress,  56^  57 


PAOX. 

SPARDTNG,  JOHN. 
1.  Memorial  of,  for  payment  of  account  for  boats  and  teams  sup- 
plied at  Ticoncleroga  landing,  and  letter  to,  Irom  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,  referring  him  to  Gen.  Schuyler   78 

SPENCER,  JOSEPH. 
1.  Appointment  of,  by  Continental  Congress,  as  brigadier-ge- 
neral  63 

SPIES. 

1.  Resolutions  of  Convention  for  the  trial  and  punishment  of, by 

court  martial,  y;,,;  §57 

(See  Mabee,  Simon.)  ' 
(See  Court  Martial,  27.) 

2.  Apprehension  of  Thomas  Kelly,  as,   io-:;9 

3.  Examination  and  commitment  of,   n,jj 

STATEN,  ISLAND. 

(See  New-Jersey,  11,  12, 13,  14.) 

(See  Richmond  County,  IS.) 
(See  Washington,  George,  56.) 
(See  General  Otlicers,  6  ) 
1.  Letter  from  Peter  T.  Curtenius  informing  of  the  landing  of 

the  British  on,  without  opposition   516 

STATE  PRINTER.  (See  Printer  to  the  State.) 

STEINROD,  CORNELIUS. 
1.  Permission  to,  to  raise  a  company  for  Continental  service,  . .  422 
STEPHENS,  FRANCIS. 

1.  Order  of  Committee  of  Safety  on  information  of  breaking 

open  house  and  stores  of,  and  taking  of  miiilary  stores  be- 
longing to  Great  Britain,  from,   77,  TS 

2.  Intercepted  letter  from,  to  Gen.  Gage,  relative  to  removal  of 

stores  from  New-York,  &c   122 

STEPHENS,  JOSEPH. 
1.  Account  of,  as  messenger  to  Continental  Congress  from  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  allowed,    44 

STEPHENSON,  JOHN. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  surgeon's  mate  to  third  regiment,   121 

STEPHENS,  SIMON. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  major  of  brigade  in  the  counties  of 

Gloucester  and  Cumberland,   552 

STERLING  IRONWORKS. 
1.  Resolutions  of  Convention  esempling  persons  employed  in, 

on  payment  of  commutation,     900 

STIRLING,  LORD. 

1.  Letter  from  President  of  Continental  Congress  to  Provincial 

Congress,  requesting  supply  of  arms  to  be  sent  to,  lor  use 
of  the  troops  in  New-Jersey,  employed  in  the  defence  of 
New-York,   202 

2.  Appointment  of  committee  to  procure  arms  for,   207 

3.  Report  of  committee,   208 

4.  Letter  troin  Committee  of  Safety  to,  discountenancing  appre- 

hended design  of  using  vessel  ol  Isaac  Goaverneur,  at  Kli- 
zabethtown  Point,  to  seize  despatches  on  board  British 

ship,   212 

!>.  Order  for  suppression  of,  on  subsequent  information  of  the 

talsity  of  the  rumour,   212 

0.  Letter  from  Conitnitlee  of  Safety  to,  respecting  the  ajipoint- 

ment  of  a  barrack  master,  the  inspection  of  firelocks,  and 

the  inhabitants  of  biaten  island ;  and  answer  of,   2.34,  2'"o 

7.  Troops  ol",  to  be  stationed  in  the  city  of  New-York   254 

8.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safely  to,  informing  of  t.^e  de- 

spatch of  a  pilot  boat  to  the  relief  of  transport  vessel  at 
Sandy  Hook,   200 

9.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  re(;uestirig  a  release  of 

engagement  to  furnish  troops  of,  witli  arms;  and  answer 

to   20 -1,271 

10.  Letter  from,  to  Committee  of  Safety,  requesting  a  supply  of 

cartridges;  ansv/er  of  committee,   234 

11.  Letter  Irom,  to  Provincial  Congress,  requesting  a  loan  of  mo- 

ney for  the  purchase  of  provisions  and  necessaries  for 
troops  of;  answer  to,   H12,  313 

12.  Conference  '"ith,  relative  to  uniformity  and  concert  of  action 

between  commanding  ollicers  and  Provincial  Congress ; 
and  appointment  of  committee  to  confer  with,  relative  to 
communication  with  British  ships  and  sundry  other  mat- 
ters ;  report  of  committee   2  13,  3-10,  347 

13.  Conference  with,  respecting  the  security  and  protection  of 

the  Colony,. . .   35S 

(See  New-Jersey,  19  ) 

14.  Regulations  agreed  to  between,  and  committee  of  Provincial 

Congress,  for  defence  of  the  city  of  \ew-York,   300,361 

15.  Letter  from,  relative  to  artillery  necessary  for  immediate  use, 

enclosing  return  of  cannon  in  the  cily  of  New- York,. .  373,  •''■74 

16.  Directed  to  order  the  troops  destined  lor  Canada  to  proceed 

on  their  march,    2(5 

17.  Letter  from,  requesting  Committee  of  Safety  to  provide  lor 

reception  of  troops  of,  in  Richmond  county,   ■^'^^ 

STEWART,  ALEXA.NDER. 

1.  Report  of  committee  on  memorial  of,  and  resolutions  of 

Convention,  exempting  from  service,  and  comraitlmg  ■>'^_'''_ 
prisoner   347,  54S 

2.  Resolution  for  disposition  of,   ^'^8 

3.  Order  for  imprisonment  ol,  at  Kingston,   1034 
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PAOK. 

STEWART,  JAMES. 

1.  Resolutions  of  Convention,  autlioriziiig  the  raisin?  of  a  corps 

of  Scotch  Highlanders  under  the  command  of,  as  captain; 
and  prcvidinj  for  the  payment  of,  and  bounty  to  company 
of,  &c   512,734 

2.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  bounty  and  sub- 

sistence for  his  company,      ....  728 

STEWART,  JAMES,  CAPT. 
1.  Directed  to  join  and  form  part  of,  Col.  Malcom's  regiment,. .  577 

ST.  JOHNS. 

1.  Correspondence  between  Albany  committee  and  Provincial 

Congress  respecting  prisoners  taken  from   29,  32,  112 

STOCKBRIDGE  IXDIAiXS. 

1.  Report  from  committee  from  House  of  Representatives  of 

Colony  of  Connecticut,  respecting   12 

2,  History  of  embassy  of,  and  conference  with  the  Caughnawa- 

gas  transmitted  to  Provincial  Congress  by  Robert  Yates  of 

Albany   95 

STORM,  THOMAS. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  captain  of  a  company  of  militia  detached 
from  Dutchess  county  for  the  reinforcement  of  the  garri- 
sons at  the  Highlands   655 

STOUTENBURGH,  TOBIAS. 
I.  Letter  from,  declining  the  command  of  a  regiment  in  conse- 
quence of  his  age  and  inlirmily,   202 

STRANG,  MAJ.  JOSEPH. 
1.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  payment  and  sub- 
sistence of  militia  called  into  service  in  Westchester  coun- 
ty, under  his  command,   915 

STRONG,  CAPT.  SELAH. 
1.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  tor  pay  and  subsistence  of  Caleb 
Brewster,  and  other  privates  in  company  of,  in  Col.  Josiah 

Smith's  and  Henry  B.  Livingston's  regiment,   T74 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

1.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  first  Provincial 

Convention   1,  2,  3 

2.  Proceedings  at  a  meeting  of  committees  from  ditferent  towns 

in,   3 

3.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  first  Provincial 

Congress,   7 

(See  Islip.) 

4.  Appointment  of  member  of  Committee  of  Safety,   70 

5.  Appointment  of  Col.  Phineas  Fanning,  David  Melford  and 

Timothy  Earle  as  muster-masters  of  troops  to  be  raised 

in,   70 

6.  Letter  fron\  Burnet  Miller,  chairman  of  committee  of  South 

Hampton,  and  also  in  behalf  ol  committee  of  East  Hamp- 
ton, requesting  troops  to  be  stationed  at  Montauck  Point, 
and  other  adjacent  places  in,   74,  75 

7.  Answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,   76 

8.  Letter  to  committee  of  correspondence  of  East  Hampton  and 

Southold,  enclosing  letter  I'rom  Gen.  Wasliinglon  to  Gen. 
Woosler,  informing  of  the  sailing  of  men  of  war  from 
Boston,  and  suggesting  measures  of  del'ence,  Scc   95 

9.  Permission  to  John  Foster  to  ship  cargo  of  live  slock  to  West 

Indies,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  military  stores  in  re- 
turn,  101 

(See  Long  Island.) 

10.  Letter  to  committee  of  East  Hampton,  relative  to  measures 

directed  for  protection  of  stock  of  inhabitants  of  Long 
island,   103 

11.  Letter  I'rom  chairman  of  committee  of  Southold,  communi- 

cating information  of  the  cruisin?  of  ships  of  war  between 
Montauk  and  Fisher's  island,  and  asking  for  an  additional 
»upply  of  gunpowder   104 

12.  Leave  of  absence  to  Captain  Thomas  Wickham,  a  Delegate 

from,  to  enable  him  to  assist  in  the  protection  of  his  stock 
on  Gardiner's  island,   105 

13.  Letter  from  Col.  Fanning,  informing  of  situation  of  vessels 

at  Gardiner's  island,   105 

14.  Letter  from  Brookhaven  committee  informing  of  the  unpatri- 

otic conduct  of  Parson  James  I.yon,  Benjamin  Floyd,  Dr. 
Gilbert  Smith,  Joseph  Denton,  Richard  Floyd  and  John 
Baylies,  innkeeper;  and  reference  of  to  committee;  pro- 
ceediugs  thereon,   105,  129 

15.  Troops  of,  directed  to  proceed  to  Ticonderoga,   108 

16.  Letter  to  committee  of  East  Hampton  and  Southold  recom- 

mending removal  of  cattle  and  sheep  from  Gardiner's 

and  Plumb  island,   110 

17.  Appointment  of  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  state 

of  the  stock  on  Gardiner's  island  ;  and  report  of,   1  IS,  120 

18.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  relative  to  exposed 

litnation  on  Gardiner's,  Plumb  and  Shelter  islands,  Mon- 
tanW  and  Oyster  Pond  Point  in  case  of  the  departure  of 

Gen.  Wooster's  troops,     118 

(See  Lawrence  Melanclon.) 

19.  Letter  to  committee  of  recommending  the  formation  of  mili- 

tia cf,  into  companies,  and  the  i  riranization  of  two  compa- 
nies of  minute  men,  for  protection  of  stock,  fee   120 

20.  Letter  to  committee  of  Huntinglon,  transmitting  iLtelligence 

received  from  Gen.  Wooster,  iic   126 

il.  I.*ltcr  to  Col.  Jacob  Rockwell,  of  Newtown   126 

22.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  cf,  relative  to  protection 

of  itock,  &c.  at  Montauk  Point,  Shelter  island,  Gardiner's 

297 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY— Continued. 
island  and  Plumb  island,  and  the  stationing  of  troops  at 
those  points  ol  Long  island   142 

23.  Letter  from  committee  of  South  Hampton  and  East  Hamp- 

ton, respecting  defence  of,  <Stc.  and  answer  of  Committee 

of  Safety,   ng 

24.  Gunpowder  directed  to  be  provided  for  use  ol'  inhabitants  of,  146 

25.  Letter  from  committee  at  Brookhaven  relative  to  mode  of 

choosing  non-commissioned  oliicers  ;  and  answer  of  Com- 
mittee of  Safety   147 

26.  Return  of  militia  oliicers  of  the  company  at  Smithtown   153 

27.  Letter  to  committee  of  East  and  South  Hampton,  giving  in- 

formation of  the  approach  of  a  ship  of  war  to  the  west- 
ward from  Cape  Cod,  supposed  to  be  destined  for   156 

28.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress  for  the  ascertainment  of 

hostilities  committed  by  ministerial  troops  in  America, 
transmitted  to  committee  of,  for  detailed  information  con- 
cerning,     187 

29.  Letter  from  William  Smith,  chairman  of  a  meeting  of  sundry 

committees  of  towns  in  which  the  lirst  regiment  in,  is  com- 
posed, informing  of  the  resignation  of  Nathan  Woodluill 
and  Edmund  Smith,  Jr.  as  hrst  and  second  majors  of  faiil 
regiment;  and  recommending  appointment  of  Jellrey 
Smith  and  Jesse  Brush,  in  their  places;  order  of  Provincial 
Congress  for  such  appoinlments,   191 

30.  Names  and  credentials  ol'  Deputies  from,  attending  second 

Provincial  Congress,   206 

31.  Appointment  of  oliicers  in  second  and  third  companies  of  first 

regiment,  in  Huntington;  letter  from  committee  of,  ...  214,215 

32.  Affidavits  of  Samuel  Noslran  and  Isaac  Loosie,  respecting 

powder  magazines  of  the  British  at  Rockway,  and  the  de- 
signs of  the  British  troops,   'Jl.'),  216 

33.  Return  of  officers  of  company  of  minnte  men  in  Brookha- 

ven, Smithtown,  &c     232 

34.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  committee  of,  transmit- 

ting a  supply  of  powder  lor  use  of  inhabitants  of,   239 

35.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress  for  raising  artillery  com- 

pany in,  for  defence  of,  and  for  protection  of  Continental 
cruisers  on  tlie  Sound,  to  he  regarded  as  minute  men,   239 

36.  Resolutions  and  proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  on  case 

submitted  by  committee  of  Huntington,  of  Captain  Barna- 
bas Swain,  of  the  sloop  Bellona,&c   248 

37.  Application  of  John  Foster,  of,  for  permission  to  e.\port  live 

stock  in  exchange  for  gunpowder,  and  for  sale  of  vessel  ; 
and  letter  to  Delegation  in  Continental  Congress  respect- 
ing ;  answer  of  Delegation   258,  278 

38.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  transmitting  list  of 

officers  of  minute  men  and  artillery  approved  and  chosen 

by  the  county  committee,     2.S4 

39.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  transmitting  list  of 

olTicers  in  the  fifth  company  at  Huntington,  and  those 
elected  according  to  the  resolves  of  Coneress,   2S.'5 

40.  Letter  from  chairman  of  Islip  committee,  transmitting  choice 

of  officers  of  militia  company  in  order  for  commissions  to,  296 

41.  Letter  from  committee  of  South  Hampton,  East  Hampton, 

and  Shelter  island,  informing  of  the  prohibition  cf  sale 
and  exportation  of  provisions  ;  and  requesting  the  presence 
of  a  body  of  troops  for  defence,  and  the  establishment  ol  a 
pest  from  New- York   310,311 

42.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of  recommending  field 

officers  for  regiment  of  minute  men  in,   314 

43.  Return  of  election  of  officers  of  a  minute  company  in  East 

Hampton,   321 

44.  Return  of  election  of  officers  of  two  companies  of  minute 

men  in  South  Hampton   321 

45.  Recommendation  to  committee  of,  to  continue  embargo  on  the 

exportation  ol  provisions.  Sec   322 

46.  Letter  to  committee  of  F.astand  South  Hampton,  transmitting 

resolution  of  Provincial  Congress  for  the  stationing  ol  suita- 
ble persons  on  the  most  proper  places,  for  observing  the 
approach  of  a  fleet   337 

47.  Statement  of  Col.  David  Mulford's  regiment  in,   339 

48.  Leiter  iVom  chairman  of  comniiitee  of,  praying  for  a  loan 

from  Provincial  Congress ;  order  for,   .■U;2,  363 

49.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Conirrcss  referring  the  propriety  of 

continuing  ilie  embargo  laid  by  committee  of,  on  the  expor- 
tation of  provisions  in,  to  the  discretion  of  committee  of,. .  365 

50.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of  East  Hampton,  trans- 

mitting sundry  prisoners ;  examination  of,    370 

(See  Sinclair,  Patrick.) 

51.  Letter  from  John  Chatfield,  chairman  of  committee  of  East 

Hampton,  informing  of  the  appearance  of  a  tieet,  and  re- 

qucstiue  assistance   382 

52  Proceedings  of  Provincial  Conirrcss  (hereon,   333 

53.  Letter  to  Brig.  Gen.  Woodhull,  conferring  full  power  to  act 

without  directions  from  Provincial  Congress,  Jscc   383 

54.  Letter  from  committee  of.  requesting  assistance  ol  troops  and 

maea/.ine  of  provisions,   3(10 

55.  Appointment  of  committee  to  confer  with  General  Heath 

thereon   .397 

56.  Report  of  committee,  and  proceedings  thereon,   398,400 

57.  Return  of  election  of  officers  of  a  company  of  minute  men 

in  Brookhaven   400 

.58.  Return  of  election  of  officers  in  Colonel  Josiah  Smith's  regi- 
ment in  Southold,   430 

59.  Directions  to  committee  of,  to  deliver  arms  taken  from  disaf- 
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SUFFOLK  COUNTY— Continued. 
feeled  persons,  to  the  companies  of  the  second  regiment 

60  Nijnes'an'i  credentials  of  Delegates  from,  to  third  Provincial 

■  Congress,  •.  •l'*^ 

Let ler  from  AVilliam  Smith,  respecting  communication  ol  in- 
habitants of,  with-  British  ships  of  war ;  and  answer  of 
Provincial  Congress   466 

S2  Order  to  committee  of  Huntington  for  the  arrest  of  Philip 
Youngs  and  Samuel  Brown,  on  charee  of  counterfeiting 
bills  of  credit;  return  of  committee,   470,  471 

(X  Order  for  commitment  of  Philip  Youngs  ■ .  471 

M.  Keturn  of  election  of  officers  of  militia  company  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Musquilo  Cove,   495 

65  Letter  to  committees  of  Huntington  and  Southold  relative  to 

deserters  from,  on  board  the  armed  sloop  .Montgoraerie, . .  509 

66.  Return  of  officers  in  the  second  company  of  the  third  bat- 

talions of  militia  in,   510 

67.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  in  fourth  Provincial 

Congress,  and  Convention  at  White  Plains,   515,  587 

6S.  Letter  to  committees  of  £ast  and  South  Hampton,  relative 

to  the  preservation  of  the  stock  at  Montauck,   522 

69.  Appointment  of  Representatives  in  Assembly  for,   918 

SULLIVAN,  GEORGE. 

(See  Albany,  City  and  County,  22.) 

SULLIVAN,  JOHN. 
1  Appointment  of,  by  Continental  Congress  as  brigadier-gene- 
ral,    •   63 

SUPERVISORS. 

I.  Resolution  directing  the  election  of,  in  the  several  towns,... .  818 

SUPREME  COURT. 

(See  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court) 
I.  Resolution  of  Convention,  respecting  the  times  and  place  of 

holding,     957 

SURGEONS. 

I.  Appointment  of,   62,  121,  331 

(See  Cooke,  Samuel.) 
(See  Williams,  John.) 
(See  Adams,  William.) 
(See  Mead,  William.) 
(See  White,  Henry  ) 
(See  Continental  Congress,  189.) 

■  ■       ■  (See  Miller,  Matthias  B.) 

(See  Haviland,  Ebcnezer.) 

(See  Curtis  Benjamin.) 
(See  Osborne,  Cornelius.) 

(See  Halsey,  Stephen.) 
(See  Foreman,  William.) 

SURGEONS'  MATES. 

(See  Hemming  Philip.) 
(See  Woodruff,  Hunlock.) 
(See  Williams,  Bedford.) 

(See  Sands,  Edward.) 
(See  Stephenson,  John.) 
(See  Marvin,  Joseph.) 
(See  Ledyard,  Isaac.) 
(See  Menema,  Daniel.) 
(See  Graham,  George.)  ,  . 

(See  Continental  Congress,  189.)  ' 

SWARTWOUT,  CORNELIUS. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  third  lieutenant  in  Captain  Bowman's 

company,     463 

SWARTWOUT,  JACOBUS. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  muster-master  of  certain  troops,  by  Pro- 

vincial Congress, ...   70 

2.  Appointment  of,  as  colonel  of  regiment  of  minute  men  in 

Dutchess  county,   135 

3.  Letter  from  to  Provincial  Congress  respectin?  temporary  ad- 

mission of  Captain  Billings  and  his  men  into  regiment  of; 
answer  of  Provincial  Congress   308 

4.  Letter  from,  enclosing  returns  of  such  companies  of  his  regi- 

ment as  are  on  duty,  .^12,  313 

6.  Report  of  military  committee  relative  to,    314 

6.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  lor  use  of  his  regi- 

ment,   323 

7.  Letter  from,  respecting  enlistment  of  certain  minute  men  in 

regiment  of;  order  of  Provincial  Congress  tlicreon   337 

8.  Return  of  officers  of  company  of  minute  men  in  regiment  of,  371 

9.  Appointment  of,  as  colonel  of  first  regiment  of  Dutchess 

county  militia   52S 

10.  Promotions  in  regiment  of,   627 

II.  Resolutions  of  Convention,  authorizing  the  calling  out  the  mili- 

tia of  Dutchess  county  for  the  security  nf  the  passes  of 
the  Highlands ;  and  to  oppose  the  incursions  of  the  cnf'my,  847 
12.  Appointment  to  the  command  of  company  of  associated  ex- 
empts ia  Dutchess  county,   987 

T. 

TAPLIN,  JOHN.  (See  Gloucester  County,  13.) 
TAPP,  WILLIAM. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  quarter-master  of  first  regiment,   66 


TARRY  TOWN.  (See  Westchester  County,  62,  63.) 
TAXATION. 

1.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  recommeniiin;;  the  impo- 
sition of,  in  the  several  Mates,  to  defray  the  expenses  of 

the  public  service,    79Q 

TAYLOR,  ANDREW. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  second  lieutenant  in  Captain  Stemrod's 

company   490 

TEA. 

1.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Delegates  in  Continental 

Congress  respecting  the  e.xpediency  of  permitting  the  sale 
of  teas  imported  from  Holland,  with  the  addition  of  a  cpr- 
tain  duty,   f(2 

2.  Letter  from  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress,  respecting,. .  1 

3.  Letter  from  Gen.  Washington,  transmiiiing  resolution  of 

Continental  Congress,  regulating  the  price  of,  and  a  lettur 
from  Isaac  Sears,  of  New-Haven,  respecting  the  sale  of,. .  440 
(See  Ulster  County,  48,  67.)  ' 

4.  Letter  from  chairman  of  Kingston  committee,  stating  tliat  the 

women  surround  the  committee  chamber,  and  say  if  ihey 
cannot  have  tea,  their  husbands  and  sons  shall  hght  no 
more,    590 

5.  Answer  of  Convention   609 

6.  Resolution  of  Convention  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire 

into^al>«ses  in  the  sale  of,   652 

7.  Preamble  and  resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety  respecting 

the  sale  of,   682 

(See  Albany  City  and  County,  84.) 
TELESCOPE. 

(See  Washington,  George,  67.) 
(See  New-York  City  and  County,  176.) 
TELLER,  JAMES. 
I.  Appointment  of,  as  captain;  directed  to  join  Gen.  Clinton's 

brigade,   tj04 

TELLER,  REBECCA. 
1.  Appointment  of  administrator  of  goods  and  chattels,  rights  and 

credits  of,  '.   784 

TEN  BROECK,  DIRCK.  . 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  commissioner  to  superintend  the  Conti- 

nental loan  oifice  in  this  State,   83S 

2.  Bond  of,...-   849 

TEN  BROECK,  LEON.IRD. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  captain  of  the  1st  company  in  Col.  Peter 

R.  Livingston's  regiment  of  militia,   773 

TEN  BROECK,  BRIG.  GEN.  PETER. 
1.  Letter  from,  recommending  held  and  stall  officers  of  Colonel 

Graham's  regiment;  answer  of  Comittee  of  talely,   618 

TEN  BROECK,  SAMUEL  I. 

1.  Appointment  of  as  second  lieutenant  in  Captain  Goosback's 

company,    694 

2.  Appointment  of,  as  1st  major  in  Colonel  Peter  R.  Livingston's 

regiment,   772 

TEN  EYCK,  B  A  RENT  I. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  adjutant,2d  regiment,   62 

TENTS.  (See  Military  Stores,  6.) 
TESTARD,  REV.  JOHN  PETER. 

1.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress  for  employment  and  pay 

of,  as  French  interpreter  to  Gen.  Schuyler  and  chaplain  for 
Colonial  troops,  ,   67 

2.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,   86 

TEST  OATHS. 
1.  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  prohibiting  the  imposition 

of,  by  military  officers,    379 

THIRD  REGIMENT.   (See  Clinton,  Col.  James.) 

1.  Field  officers  of,  62,  98 

2.  Report  of  colonel  as  to  condition  of,   86 

3.  Surgeon  of,  and  surgeon's  mate   f>2,  121 

4.  Captains  of,  authorized  to  impress  and  appraise  arms  in 

Queens  county,   149 

5.  Appointment  of  Andrew  Moodie  as  adjutant  of,  in  place  of 

Adam  Schroter,   158 

THOMAS,  JOHN. 
1.  Appointment  of,  by  Continental  Congress,  as  brieadier-gene- 

ral,   63 

THOMAS,  THOMAS. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  colonelof  regiment  of  militia  in  Westches- 
ter county  

THOMPSON,  ISRAEL. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  major  of  1st  regiment  of  militia  in  Dutch- 

ess county.    

2.  Appointment  of,  as  lieutenant-colonel  in  Col.  Swartwoul's  re- 

giment,  •'27 

THOMPSON,  THOMAS. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Alexander  Hamilton's 

company  of  artillery   574 

2.  Recommendation  of,  by  Capt.  Hamilton,  and  rcsoiuu  nis  ol 

Convention  thereon,   ■"3,  674 

THOMPSON,  BRIG.  GEN.  WILLIAM. 
1.  Reqaisition  on  Treasurer  io  favour  of.  for  p-nymcnt  of  wa- 
goners, for  transporting  powder  to  Cambridge,  
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THOMPSON",  BRIG.  GEN.  WILLIAM— CoNTrmjEo. 

Assigned  to  the  command  in  New- York,  by  Continenial  Con- 
gress,  ■  

Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  

Letter  from,  to  Committee  of  Safely,  respecting  protection 
of  the  furniture  ol'  individuals  leaving  the  city  of  New- 
York,   


379 
381) 


339 


15. 
16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 
20. 

21. 

22. 
23. 

24. 
25. 
26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 
31. 

32. 


THORN,  CAPTAIN  STEPHEN. 

(See  Queens  County,  13.) 
THORNE,  RICHARD. 

Appointment  of,  as  major  of  the  militia  drafted  in  Kings  and 

Queens  counties,   568 

THORNE,  SAMUEL. 

Appointment  of,  as  lieutenant  of  company  in  Albany  county, 

for  the  detection  and  suppression  of  conspiracies,   666 

TICONDEROGA  AND  CROWN-POINT. 

Proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  on  recommendation  of 
Continental  Congress,  relative  to  the  removal  of  artillery 
and  stores  from  Ticondercga  to  the  south  end  of  Lake 
George,   . .  9,  10 

Appointment  of  committee  to  superintend  such  removal, ... .  10 

Appointment  of  committee  to  provide  lor  expense  thereof,.  .  10 

Letter  to  Governor  and  Company  of  English  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut, respecting,   10,  11 

Report  of  committee  of  conference,  relative  to  capture  and 
defence  of  fortress  at,   12 

Letter  and  instructions  to  agents  for  superintending  the  remo- 
val of  the  cannon  and  stores  from,    12 

Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Committee  of  Safety  for 
Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  to  committee  of  cor- 
respondence for  Colony  of  New-Hampsliiie,  respecting  de- 
fence of  fortress  at,   14 

Communication  from  Captain  Asa  Douglass,  respecting  ser- 
vices and  compensation  of  troops  engaged  in  the  capture 
of,   14 

Letter  from  Hon.  .Tonalhan  Trumbull,  Governor  of  the  Colo- 
ny of  Connecticut,  to  Provincial  Congress,  respecting  de- 
fence of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Point,  enclosing  ietter  irom 
Col.  Benedict  Arnold   16,  17 

Answer  of  Provincial  Congress,   17,  18 

Provisions  ordered  to  be  forwarded  to  garrisons  at,  without 
delay,   18 

Report  of  estimate  of  expense  of  removing  cannon  and  stores 
from  Ticonderoga,   20 

Provisions  ordered  to  be  forwarded  to  agents  for  removal  of 
such  cannon  and  stores,   21 

Letter  from  Joseph  Warren,  President  of  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  Massachusetts  Bay,  resppcling  dei'ence  of,  enclos- 
ing letter  from  Colonel  Benedict  Arnold  ;  list  of  cannon 
and  stores  taken,  &c.;  and  answer  of  Provincial  Coneress,  22, 

"23,  33,  34 

Letter  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  on  behalf  of  Governor  and 
Company  of  Colony  of  Connecticut,  respectinc  defence  of,  23 

Letters  from  Albany  committee,  respecting  fortihcations  and 
defences  at,  and  the  reduction  ol,  and  removal  of  cannon, 
&c.  to  Lake  George,   23,  24,  29 

Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  requesting  Governor 
of  Connecticut  to  send  reinlbrceraents  to  garrisons  at; 
and  Provincial  Congress  to  furnish  with  provisions  and 
supplies,  &c   27 

Directions  and  instructions  of  Provincial  Congress,  to  com- 
missary for  the  furnishing  proviiions  and  stores  for  the 
garrisons  at,  &c  

List  of  men  and  articles  directed  to  be  procured  by  commis- 
sary, and  forwarded  to  the  south  end  of  Lake  George,  

Resolntion  of  Continental  Congress  for  reinforcement  of  gar- 
risons at,  and  the  appointment  of  commissaries  by  Con- 
necticut,  

Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  transmitted  to  comman- 
der of  forces  at,  discountenancing  expeditions  or  incursions 
into  Canada,  

Letter  from  Provincial  Consres';  to  Governor  and  Company 
of  Connecticut,  respecting  dei'ence  of,  

Letter  from  Delegates  in  Provincial  Conircss.  respecting  de- 
fence of,  and  supplies  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  answer 
of  Provincial  Congress,   30, 

List  of  artificers  and  military  stores  ordered  to  be  forwarded 
to,  by  Provincial  Con::ress,  

Letter  from  Provinci-il  Congress  to  Albany  committee,  direct- 
ing troops  raised  by.  to  proceed  to  Ticonderoga  

Proceedings  of  Provinci:il  Congress,  respectins  Uie  rc-inanufac- 
turin"  of  powder  at  ;  and  letter  respecting,  to  Commander- 
in-Chief  and  commissioners  for  superintending  removal  of 
cannon  and  stores  from,  

Order  of  Provincial  Congress,  respecting  transmission  of  pow- 
der for  use  of  troops  at  

Letter  from  Albany  committee  respecting  condition  of  forces 


at. 


Order  of  Provincial  Congress  for  supplies  to  commissary 

at,  •  

Gen.  Schuyler  directed  to  repair  to,  for  examination,  &c.,  

Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress  respecting  the  procure- 
ment of  a  list  of  the  garrison  at,  and  for  the  payment 


of,. 


Supply  of  powder  sent  to,  from  Philadelphia,  by  Continental 
Congress,  


TICONDEROGA  AND  CROWN-POINT-Continued. 

33.  Receipt  of  200  barrels  of  Hour,  for  use  of  troops  at,   65 

34.  Letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler  to  Provincial  Congruss,  requesting 

advance  of  money  to  Messrs.  Allen  &,  Warner,  for  ser- 
vices rendered  in  the  reduction  of,   65,  66 

35.  Order  of  Provincial  Congress  tlitreupon,   06 

36.  List  of  men  who  went  to  Manchester,  in  Charlotte  county,  to, 

under  command  of  Lieut.  Joseph  Lockwoud,  and  account 

of  expenses  of,   7.1 

37.  Letter  from  Col.  Benjamin  Hinman,  respecting  defences  ol", 

and  at  Fort  George,  occ,   74 

38.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of  Springlield,  in  Massa- 

chusetts Bay,  respecting  importance  of  retaining  command 

of  fortresses  at,  Stc  ,   7G,  T7 

39.  Transmission  of  gunpowder  from  Philadelphia  for  use  of 

troops  at,   S2 

40.  Letters  from  General  Schuyler,  urging  the  importance  of 

strengthening  the  garrisons  at,  reqi  L'Siing  supplies,  &c. 
and  enclosing  letters  from  Governor  rnimbmll,  and  answer 
of  Provincial  Congress,   y4,  95,  96,  103,  104 

41.  Capt.  John  Lamb's  company  of  artillery  airected  to  join  Gen. 

Schuyler  at,   99 

42.  Letter  from  Walter  Livingston,  deputy  commissary-general, 

relative  to  ruinous  condition  of  fortress  at,   99 

43.  Suffolk  county  troops  ordered  to  proceed  to,   108 

44.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  relative  to  the  construc- 

tion of  batteaux  at,   2j0 

45.  Information  of  the  marching  of  the  British  troops  under  Gen. 

Burgoyne  to  the  siege  of,   569 

46.  Letter  from  commissioners  appointed  by  Convention,  commu- 

nicating a  statement  of  the  condition,  military  operations, 
and  prospects  of  the  army  under  command  of  Gen.  Yates 
at,   574,  575 

47.  Letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler,  requesting  a  reinforcement  at  the 

fortress  at,   792 

48.  Letter  from  Rev.  Samuel  Kirkland,  a  missionary  among  the 

Oneida  Indians,  to  Gen.  Schuyler,  informing  of  an  intended 
attack  upon,   795 

49.  Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety,  authorizing  Gen.  Schuy- 

ler to  despatch  one-lil'tb  part  of  the  militia  of  Albany, 
Tryon,  Charlotte,  Cumberland,  and  Gloucester,  to  the  re- 
inforcement of,  and  to  furnisli  arms,  accoutrements,  and 
provisions  therefor,   800 

50.  Resolutions  of  Convention  against  abandoning  that  portion  of 

the  works  lying  on  the  west  side  of  Lake  Champlain,. ...  913 

51.  Gen.  Schuyler  directed  to  take  the  command  of,   yo2 

52.  Letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler  to  Council  of  Salety,  respecting 

condition  of  the  army  at,  >Vc.,   982 

53.  Letter  from  the  Council  of  Safr;ty  lo  Gen.  Schuyler,  relative 

to  the  proposed  ev.icuation  of,   'j>-_3 

54.  Letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler,  expressing  his  astonishment  at 

the  conduct  of  the  general  otiicers  in  evacuating,   992 

55.  Letter  from  Council  to  Gen.  Putnam,  enclosing  copy  of  Gen. 

Schuyler's  letter   992 

56.  Letter  from  Council  to  Gen.  Schuyler,  ,   992 

57.  Answer  of  Gen.  Putnam,   994 

.58.  Letter  from  Gouverneur  Morris  to  Council  of  Safety,  respect- 
ing the  abandonment  of,  kc,   997 

59.  Resolution  of  Congress  for  supplying  troops  at,  with  blan- 

kets,   997,  993 

60.  Resolutions  of  Council  of  Safety  thereon,   10U3 

61.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safely  to  commissioners  at,  respecting 

the  retreat  from,   1004 

TILGHMAN  TENCH. 

1.  Letters  from,  relative  to  obstruction  of  the  navigation  of  the 

Hudson,   646,  662 

2.  Letters  from,  relative  to  proceedings  of  British  frigates, .   6(19 

3.  Letters  from,  containing  an  account  of  the  attack  upon,  and 

capitulation  of,  Fort  Washington   7J2 

4.  Resolutions  of  Contention  for  present  to,  for  his  services  in 

corresponding  with  committee  ol,   851 

TILLOTSON  DANIF.L. 
1.  Commission  to,  as  second  lieutenant  of  Sraitlitown  company 

of  militia,   153 

TORIES. 

(See  Westchester  county,  33,  78.) 
(See  Queens  county.) 
(See  Richmond  county.) 
(See  Tryon  county.) 
,  (Sec  Disaffected  Persons.)  '  • 

(See  Lee  Charles,  32.) 
(See  Oranse  tounty,  .50  ) 
1.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress  and  Committee  of  Safety 
against,  in  Queens  and  Richmond  counties,  216,  229,  230, 


2.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Consress,  authorizing  the  purchase 

of  pitch,  lar,  and  turpentine  for  public  use  and  salety,  

3.  Proceedings  against  Alexander  Leslie,  

(See  Prisoners,  22  to  31,  101,  102  ) 

5.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  directing  the  arrest,  im- 

prisonment, ami  disarming  ot   2^9,  375, 

6.  Appointment  of  committee,  by  Committee  of  Safety,  to  report 

a  plan  for  disarming,  pursuant  to  such  resolutions,  

7.  Report  of  anil  resolnlions  of  Committee  of  Safely  thereon,. . . 

8.  Examination  of  Peter  Du  Bois,  on  charges  preferred  against 


231, 
252 

232 
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TORIES— Co.vTiNuzD. 
klm  by  ReT.  Barnard  Page  and  others  ;  reprimand  to,  and 

discharge  of,    403,  404 

9  letter  from,  in  Kin?3  county,  requesting  to  be  excused  from 

militia  duty,  in  consequence  of  having  been  disarmed,   411 

10  Apprehension  of  Derby  Doyle,   413 

11  Keso'"''""^  of  Provincial  Congress,  requiring  the  payment  of 

compensation  for  military  diuy  from  persons  disarmed  on 
account  of  their  inimical  principles   440 

12.  Scheme  of,  in  Connecticut  and  Long  island,  for  a  junction  to 

the  ministerial  army,  &c.,  and  a  ieiler  to  Gen.  Washington 
from  Jonathan  Starges,  of  Fairtield,  transmitting  list  of 
deserters,   453 

13.  Examination  of  John  Hendrickson,  relative  to  proceedings 

and  designs  of,  on  Long  island,   454 

14.  Examination  of  Martin  Beebe  and  Asa  Douglass,  relative  to 

proceedings  and  designs  of,  in  Kings  district,  Albany  coun- 
ty,  455,  554 

15.  Report  of  committee,  on  the  dangers  to  which  the  Colony  is 

exposed  from,  and  recommending  the  apprehension  of, 
{cc.,   456,  459,  450 

16.  Appointment  of  committee  to  frame  law  in  accordance  with 

sach  report,   461 

17.  Report  of  committee,  and  proceedings  thereon,   464 

IS.  Letter  frr.m  Gen.  Putnam,  informi.ng  of  visitation  of  ladies 

to,  in  jail,  and  improper  conduct  of   467 

19.  Letter  from  Gen.  Putnam,  transmitting  a  list  of,  in  confine- 

ment at  the  Highlands,  and  requesting  the  direction  of  Pro- 
vincial Congress  thereon  :  resolutions  of  Provincial  Con- 
gress respecting,   471,  472 

20.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  relative  to  arrest  of,  and 

proceedings  against   476,  477,  478 

21.  List  of,  in  the  counties  of  >ew-York,  Queens,  Richmond, 

Kings,  and  Westchester,   476,  477 

22.  Arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Jonathan  Baker  and  Stephen 

Fountain,  charged  with  holding  traitorous  correspondence 
Trith  the  public  enemy,  and  taking  up  arms  against  the  li- 
berties of  the  country,   4S4 

22.  Letter  from  committee  of  Salem,  in  Westchester  county,  re- 

questing instructions  from  Provincial  Congress  respecting 

the  treatment  of,  -lio,  4*6 

23.  Answer  of  Provincial  Congress,   436 

24.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  disapproving  of  certain 

riotous  and  tumultuary  conduct  towards,  in  the  city  of 
Kew-York   451 

25.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  recommending  the  adop- 

tion of  effectual  measures  lor  the  detection,  restraining, 
and  punishing  of,   497 

26.  Application  of  committee  cf  Dutchess  countv,  for  an  armed 

force  for  quieting  and  apprehending  ;  report  of  committee 
in  favor  of,  and  proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  there- 
on,  499,  500,  .j03 

27.  Form  of  general  association,  required  to  be  signed  by  all  sus- 

pected persons,    500,  .501 

28.  Directions  to  Commander-in-Chief  to  secure  and  disarm  sun- 

dry disaffected  persons  on  Nassau  island   ,504 

29.  Report  of  council  of  general  orficers,  respecting  the  most 

proper  mode  of  securing  the  good  behavior  of,  and  disap- 
proving of  the  discharee  of,  on  giving  bonds-,   509 

30.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Coneress  for  the  apprehension  and 

imprisonment  of  disaffected  persons,  secreting  themselves 

in  woods,  swamps,  and  other  places.   512 

31.  Appointment  of  committee  to  carry  into  execution  the  re- 

solves of  Provincial  Congress  respecting ;  and  powers 

of,   Dl-i 

(See  Washington,  George,  5?,  73.) 
(See  Resolntions  of  Convention,  4,  16,  20,  23,  31,  43,  1.54.) 

32.  Resolutions  of  Convention  for  the  imprisonment  of  William 

and  John  Sutton,  of  Westchester  ccunty,   540 

33.  .\jTest  and  imprisonment  of  H»r..>T  Chase,  of  WTiite  Plains..  342 
31.  Letters  from  Convention  to  Gen.  Washington,  committee  of 

3Ionmonth  county,  in  Xew-Jersey,  and  President  of  Con- 
Tention  of  New-Jersey,  transmitting  elimination  of  Balt- 
hazar De  Hart,  relative  to  conduct  of.  in  -Monmouth  county,  544 

35.  Resolntion  of  Convention  in  the  case  of  Willet  Taylor,   570 

36.  Apprehension  of  William  Lownsbery,  and  proceedings  there- 

on  599,  600 

37.  Affidavit  of  W.  De  Peyster,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  Joseph 

Reade  ;  referred  to  committee  of  Westchester  countv   619 

38.  Arrest,  examination,  and  order  for  commitment  of  William 

Warne   617  to  621 

39.  Order  for  apprehension  and  detention  of  Rev.  Samuel  Seabu- 

ry.  of  the  borough  of  Westchester.   621 

40.  Order  for  apprehension  and  detention  of  William  Tredwell, 

Samuel  Gale,  and  Isaac  Ludlura,  on  suspicion  of  traitor- 
ous correspondence  with  the  ene.Tiy,   623,  630 

41.  Order  for  apprehension  and  detention  of  sundry  inhabitants 

of  Ulster  county,  '.   623 

42.  Apprehension  of  Isaac  Ketchum.   636 

*2.  Letters  from  Thaddeas  Crane  to  Major  Joseph  Benedict,  re- 

»pe«ing  conduct  of,   638 

(See  Albany  county.  'jS.  61.  66.  73,  76.) 
(See  Dutchess  county,  37,  58.) 

TOWN  COMMITTEES. 
1,  Formation  of  lecommeoued,   15,  18 


TOWN  COMMITTEES— CovTiNCEn. 

2.  Directed  to  purchase  or  hire  arms  for  use  of  ConLincnlal 

army,  ;   103 

3.  Authorized  to  apprehend,  try,  and  imprison  susprri,  1  ppr- 

sons,  and  to  sequester  estates,   |  .j  jj.) 

4.  To  appoint  assessors  and  collectors  for  the  apporiioniii,     -.n  i 

collection  of  the  quotas  of  the  several  towns  in  the  :i- ■  -i.. 
tion  of  bills  of  credit;  and  to  act  as  supervisors,   ]^ 

5.  Authorized  to  imprison  persons  refusing  to  appear  and  m.- 

testimony  belore,  when  required,   21b 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 
1.  Resolutions  of  Convention,  directing  the  several  towns,  Sic. 

to  proceed  to  the  election  of,  sih.  .^29 

TOWNSEND,  :,riCAH. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  captain  of  the  forces  raised  in  West- 

chester county,  lor  the  apprehension  of  disaffected  per- 
sons  503 

2.  Ordered  to  the  mouth  of  Crotcn  river,   541 

3.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favor  of,  lor  pay  and  subsistence 

of  company  of,    744 

TOWNSEND,  ROBERT. 
I.  Appointment  of,  as  commissary  to  the  troops  under  com- 
mand of  Brig.  Gen.  Woodhull,   590 

TREASON. 

1.  Resolutions  of  Continental  Congress,  declaring  what  acts 

shall  constitute  ;  and  recommending  the  passage  of  laws  for 

the  punishment  of,   506 

2.  Resolutions  of  Convention,  defining  and  declaring  the  punish- 

ment of,   527 

3.  Proceedings  of  court  martial,  in  the  c.ise  of  Samuel  Knap  and 

Samuel  Devine.  on  chaige  of,   S14,  815 

TREASURER  OF  COLONY  OF  NEW-YORK. 
(See  Lott,  Ahraham,  3.) 
(See  Livingston,  Peter  Van  Brugh,  2.) 
TRENTON. 

1.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  respecting  furnishinj 

of  posts,  &c.,  ^  200 

2.  Letter  from  Gen.  George  Clinton,  transmitting  information 

of  the  battle  01",   765 

3.  Letter  from  Gen.  Washington,    769,  770 

TRIMBLE,  ALEXANDER. 

I.  Appointment  of  as  quarter -master  Ulster  county  militia   135 

TRIP,  HENRY  DOUW. 
1.  Appf^intment  of,  as  second  licu'enant  in  Captain  John  Wy- 

ley's  company.   416 

TROOPS  OF  HORSE. 

(See  Resolutions  of  Convention,  17.) 
(See  Clinton,  George.) 
TRUMBULL,  JONATHAN,  Governor  of  the  Cclcay  of 
Connecticut. 

(See  Connecticut) 

1.  Letter  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,  respecting  defence  cf 

Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,   16,  17 

2.  Answer  of  Provincial  Congress   17.  18 

3.  Letter  from,  to  General  Schuyler,  respecting  provisions  for 

troops  at  Ticonderoga,   96 

TRUMBULL,  JONATHAN,  Jr. 

1.  Letter  from  Joseph  Trumbull.  Jr.  difcting  to  purchase  large 

quantities  of  flour,  beef,  and  pork,  for  the  use  of  the  army 

at  Cambridge,   123 

2.  Letter  of  credit  from  Joseph  Trumbail,  in  favor  of.  to  mer- 

chants in  New-York  and  Philadelphia,   123 

3.  Letter  from  Nathaniel  Shaw,  Jr.,  directing  as  to  the  safest 

way  of  transporting  flour,  

4.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to,  as  deputy  paymaster- 

general  of  the  Continental  forces,  requesting  an  advance 

to  Col.  Hoimes  :  answer  from,  declining,   127 

TRUMBULL,  JOSEPH,  Commissary-General. 
(See  Trumbull,  Jornihan,  Jr.) 

1.  Letter  from,  to  Provincial  Conuress,  requesting  the  prohibi- 

tion of  e.vportation  of  provisions   4S9 

2.  Letter  from,  informing  of  the  evacuation  of  the  city  of  New- 

York  by  the  American  army,   ^29 

TRYON  COUNTY. 

1.  Letter  to  Christopher  Yates  and  Major  Jellis  Fonda,  in   2! 

2.  Letter  and  documents  of  Albany  committee,  respecting  pro- 

ceedings in,    i),  '4 

3.  Letter  from  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress,  respecting 

appointment  of  Denuties  from,  to  Provincial  Congn-ss.  .  -~ 

4.  Letter  from  Provincial  Concrre^s  to  inhabitants  of.   '-^ 

5.  Attendance,  admission,  and  credentials  of  Delegates  Irom.  '■" 

Provincial  Congress   '''.'-J 

6.  Appointment  of  member  of  Committee  of  Safety  i  or,  ''^ 

7.  Speech  of  inhabitants  of.  to  Oneidas  and  Tuscaroras,  at  t--r- 

man  FlaLs,  transmitted  to  Provincial  Congress  by  l^-Lcft 
Yates,  of -A.lbany;  and  answer  of  Oneidas  -  ■  •  •  ^ 

8.  Mr.  Harper,  of  Harpers  field,  in,  authorized  to  purch.-i-c  a 

quantity  of  gunpowder  of  Robert  R.  Livingston,  lur  use  of 
inhabitanU  of  that  part  of,   ••  ••••• 

9.  Letter  from  committee  of,  communicating  information  of  the 

raising  of  troops,  and  appomlment  of  oUiccrs  therein,   103 
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TRYON  COUNTY- CoOTiNCED. 

10.  Letter  from  Nicholas  Herkimer,  chairman  of  committee  of, 

requesting  inslruclions,  &.C.,   113 

11.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  Albany  committee,  re- 

specting case  of  White,  late  shenlf  of.  &e  ,   127 

12.  Return  of  field  olhcers,  captains,  and  subalterns  in,   139 

13.  Resolutions  of  committee  of,  respectmg  the  settlement  of  dis- 

putes, trespasses,  tec.  arising  in,   140 

14.  Letter  from  Committee  of  tjafety  to   140 

15.  Letter  from  committee  of,  requesting  appoiniment  by  Gov- 

ernor of  John  Frey,  as  sheriti';  ami  complaining  ol  the  in- 
solence of  Highland  settlers,     133 

'16.  AtCdavit  of  William  Biddle,  respecting  declaration  of  Alex- 
ander White,  sherill"  of,   153 

17.  Letter  to  committee  of,  requesting  the  attendance  of  Dele- 

gates from,  to  Provincial  Congress   199 

18.  Letter  to  committee  of,  respecting  the  proper  course  to  be 

pursued  in  relation  to  Sir  John  Johnson  and  his  tenants  : 
his  claim  to  the  court-house  and  jail ;  and  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  White,   212 

19.  Names  and  credentials  of  Delegates  from,  to  second  Provin- 

cial Congress,   213,  293 

20.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  requesting  the  loan  of 

jEoOO  for  county  of,   296 

21.  Order  of  Provincial  Congress  for  such  loan,   301 

22.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  third  Provincial 

Congress,   449 

23.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  in  fourth  Provincial 

Congress,   518,  519 

24.  General  committee  of,  authorized  and  requested  to  employ 

proper  persons  to  take  the  leaden  weights  from  windows 

in,  for  the  public  service,   521 

25.  Militia  of,  formed  into  a  separate  brigade,  and  Nicholas  Her- 

kimer appointed  brigadier-genera!,  and  John  Frey  brigade 
major,   610 

26.  Memorial  of  Isaac  Paris  and  others,  complaining  of  the  re- 

turn of  Hendrick  Frey,  Frederick  Young,  and  other  sus- 
pected persons,   662 

(See  Rangers.) 

27.  Resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  approving  of  the  ap- 

prehension and  comrailment  of  Captain  John  Winn,  on  a 

charge  of  having  killed  one  of  his  men,   724 

(See  Herkimer,  Nicholas.) 

28.  Report  of  committee  and  resolutions  of  Convention,  relative 

to  intercepted  letters  to  disati'ected  persons  in  Canada,  the 
erection  of  salt  works  in,  the  deteniion  of  prisoners  taken 
by  committee  of,  the  impolicy  of  administering  oaths  of 
allegiance,  and  the  disposition  of  forfeited  estates  ;  letter 
to  committee  of,   883,  884 

29.  Appointment  of  Anthony  V  an  V'echten  as  sheriff  of,   912 

(See  Resolutions  of  Convention,  137.) 

30.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  relative  to  the  deplo- 

rable situation  of,  and  requesting  seasonable  aid  ;  answer 

of  Council  of  Safety,   lOUS,  1007,  1009 

31.  Deposition  of  Frederick  Heilmer,  of  an  interview  and  talk 

with  a  sachem  of  the  Oneidas,   1007 

32.  Letter  from  committee  of  Schoharie,  setting  forth  the  appre- 

hensions of  the  people  of  that  quarter  of  an  attack  trom 

the  Indians;  answer  of  Council  of  Safety          10U4,  lUlO,  1011 

33.  Letter  from  Council  to  commitiee  of,   1015 

34.  Report  of  committee,  and  resolutions  of  Council  of  Safety,  re- 

lative to  the  adoption  of  effectual  measures  for  the  relief 

of,   1051 

35.  Letter  from  committee  of,  relative  to  sending  a  party  of 

troops  to  Unadilla,  and  transmitting  e.ttracts  of  a  letter 
from  Gen.  Gates,  respecting  the  situation  of,   1090,  1091 

36.  Report  of  committee  and  resolutions  of  Convention,  relative 

to  commissioners  of  sequestration  in,  &c.,   1115 

TRYON,  GOVERNOR. 

1.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  declaring  intended  address 

of  corporation  of  New-York  to,  improper,   66 

2.  Appointment  of  committee  to  wait  upon,  to  know  whether  he 

has  any  intelligence  from  Boston,  relative  to  removal  of 
British  troops  from,  to  New- York,   112 

3.  Resolution  for  protection  of  house  of   122 

4.  Orders  from  Lord  Dartmouth  to  the  commanders  of  His  Ma- 

jesty's ships  in  America,  to  consider  the  f  urther  raising  of 
troops  or  erection  of  fortifications,  Aic.  in  any  cities  or 

places,  as  an  act  of  rebellion,  comraunicated  to,   152 

(See  New-York  City  and  County,  lO,  61.) 

5.  Appointment  of  committee  to  wait  upon,  to  ascertain  the  ex- 

act purport  of  such  letter,   153 

6.  Letter  from  President  of  Continental  Congress  to  Provincial 

Congress,  requesting  copy  of  letter  of  the  mayor  ol  New- 
York,  relative  to  alleged  recommendation  of  Continental 
Congress  to  seize  officers  of  Colonial  government,  includ- 
ing himself,   188 

7.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  respecting  address  of,  to 

inhabitants  of  the  Colony,  and  respecting  removal  of,  from 
city  of  New-York   ..    21".  211,  217 

8.  Permission  to  members  of  His  Majesty's  Council,  the  magis- 

trates of  the  city  of  New- York,  and  other  oliiccrs  to  visit, 

on  board  his  ship  ;  and  order  therefor,   296,  297,  302,  35! 

9.  Permission  to  Dr.  Middlelon,  physician  of,  to  go  on  board 

said  ship,   297,  315 

10.  Permission  for  supply  of  provisions,  &c.,   298,  299,  300 

298 


TRYON,  GOVERNOR— Continued. 

11.  Interdiction  by  Gen.  Lee  of  all  further  communication  with 

ship  of,   304 

12.  Report  of  committee,  relative  to  charge  against,  of  procuring 

gunsmiths,  dec.,   3(j5 

13.  Report  of  military  commitiee,  and  order  of  Provincial  Con- 

gress respecting  communication  with,  and  supply  of  provi- 
sions, ifcc.  for  ship  of,   308,  3o9 

14.  Permission  to  Andrew  Elliott,  collector  of  the  port  of  New- 

York,  to  go  on  board  ship  of,   3is 

15.  Proceedings  and  orders  of  l^rovincial  Congress,  correspond- 

ence with  Gen.  Lee,  and  conferences  with  Lord  Stirling, 
relative  to  supply  of  provisions  for,  and  communication 
with,  ship  of,   341,  343,  .S  IS 

16.  Letter  from,  to  inhabitants  of  Colony,   375 

17.  Letter  from,  to  Committee  of  Safety,  informing  of  the  burn- 

ing of  pilot  house  by  the  Uritish  vessels,  and  otfenng  safe 
conduct  to  vessels  sent  out  for  Adam  Dobbs,  keeper  of,  his 
family  and  effects,   421 

18.  Letter  from  John  Jay,  a  Delegate  in  Continental  Congress, 

relative  to  the  imposition  by,  of  oath  to  passengers  in  Lon- 
don packet;  appointment  of  committee  thereon,   4^8 

19.  Information  communicated  to  Provincial  Congress  of  corres- 

pondence between  ship  of,  and  one  Mrs.  Hill  and  Mrs. 
Hatch  ;  appointment  of  committee  to  investigate  ;  and  re- 
port of,   472.  474 

20.  Letter  from  Convention  to  Continental  Congress,  relative  to 

enlistments  by,  of  disaffected  persons  in  New-York  and 

New-Jersey,   521 

TUDOR,  SAMUEL,  Captain  Independent  .^tillery 
Company  in  New-York  City. 

(See  Petitions.  2.) 
 (See  New-York  City,  10.) 

1.  Petition  from,  respecting  rank  of;  ,ind  appointment  of  com- 

mittee to  inquire  respecting,   ISO 

(Sec  Ships  and  Vessels,  96,  ICO,  102  ) 

2.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  loan  for  payment 

of  raft  of  timber  for  the  building  of  Continental  frigates  at 
Philadelphia,   687 

3.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favor  of,  for  procuring  and  cut- 

ting timber  for  a  74  gun  ship,   **06 

TURTLE  BAY. 

1.  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  respecting  removal  from, 

of  military  stores  belonging  to  the  Crown,  and  appoint- 
ment of  committee  to  direct  the  dispersion,  iVc.  of  persons 
engaged  therein  ;  report  of  such  commiltce,   35 

2.  Permission  given  to  any  cooper  to  go  to,  and  put  in  order  the 

Crown  stores,   37 

3.  Application  of  Gov.  Tryon  to  Mayor  of  New- York,  for  per- 

mission to  remove  stores  at,  and  order  of  Provincial  Con- 
gress thereon,   60 

TUSCARORA  INDIANS. 

(See  Oneida  Indians,  6.  7.) 
1.  Letter  from  chiefs  of,  to  Henry  Wisner,  Jr.,  of  Ulster  county, 
requesting  a  supply  of  gunpowder  and  Hints,  giving  assu- 
rances of  their  peaceable  disposition  and^eutraliiy,  and 
inviting  the  inhabitants  to  deal  with  them  in  gunpowder 

and  goods  ;  order  of  Convention  thereon,   539 

TUTHILL  BARNABAS. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  major  4th  regiment   62 

2.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favor  of,  for  money  to  enable  to 

join  the  army  at  Ticonderoga,  under  Gen.  Schuyler,   130 

u. 

ULSTER  COUNTY. 

1.  Names  and  credentials  of  Delegates  from,  to  first  Provincial 

Convention   1,  2 

2.  Names  and  credentials  of  Delegates  from,  to  first  Provincial 

Congress,   7 

3.  Letter  from  commitiee  of  precinct  of  Mamacotingi  relative  to 

militia  officers  and  other  local  matters   13 

4.  Appoiniment  of  member  of  Committee  of  Safety  for,   70 

5.  Loan  from  lo-'n oliicers  of,  through  Treasurer,  for  the  public 

exigency,   75 

6.  Letter  from  chairman  of  Kingston  committee  to  Deputies  of, 

relative  to  certain  articles  of  clothing  for  soldiers  of ;  and 
answer  of  Provincial  Congress,   108 

7.  List  of  field  officers  for,   135 

8.  Resolutions  and  proceedin^rs  of  committee  of  the  town  of 

Kingston,  relative  to  the  taking  of  the  sloop  Sarah,  belong- 
ing to  Christian  Bergen,  Jr. ;  inventory  of  articles  on  boaril 
of;  and  letter  of  Committee  of  Safely,   150,  151 

9.  Returns  of  officers  of  the  several  companies  of  militia  in  Col. 

Hasbrouck's  regiment   170 

10.  Returns  and  papers  relative  to  sundry  disputes  and  controver- 

sies in,  about  elections  and  commissions  of  militia  oliicers 

ot;   183 

11.  Referred  to  Delegates  from,  and  Queens,   183 

12.  Report  of  committee  thereon.   138 

13.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  committee  nt',  transmitting 

resolutions  of  Continental  Comrress  for  the  raising  of  men 
Irom  militia  for  the  occupation  and  defence  of  the  fortifica- 
tions at  the  Highlands,   198 
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ULSTER  COUNTY— CoNTiNOTD. 

L«ittrfrom,  informing  of  the  election  of  officers  of  a  company 
of  minute  men  in  New-Marlborou?h  precinct,   2()2,  203 

v.,n<!S  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  attending  second 
provm'-'a'  Congress,   203,  206,  293 

Rf  turns  of  officers  of  three  companies  of  mmute  men  in   2U7 

Beturns  of  officers  for  the  southeast  district  of  i\ew-Marlbo- 
rough,  in,  ■•  •  "-^ 

Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress,  recommending  Isaac  Bel- 
knap to  fill  the  lirst  suitable  vacancy  in  the  militia  or  mi- 
nnte  men  in  the  southern  part  of  that  county,   22j 

Appointment  of  George  Clinton,  as  brigadier-general  of  nuli- 
tia  of,  

Letter  from  Col.  Levi  Pauling,  of  Marbletown,  informing  of 
the  place  of  rendezvous  of  regiment  of,   229 

Appoiotment  of  field  officers  of  the  northern  and  southern 
regiments  of  minute  men  in   229 

Resolatiou,  adopting  the  jail  of,  as  the  jail  of  Provincial  Con- 
gress, and  directing  the  confinement  of  prisoners  therein,  231 

Letter  from  Johannes  Hardenbergh,  requesting  commissions 
for  Abraham  Hasbrouck  as  colonel,  Johannes  Snyder,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, and  Jonathan  Klmendorph  and  Adrian  VVyn- 
koop,  majors,   232 

Letter  from  committee  of  Kingston,  requesting  that  commit- 
tees of  Kingston  and  Hurley  may  be  permitted  to  nomi- 
nate officers  of  said  regiment,   232 

Order  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon,   232 

Affidavits  relative  to  ill  conduct  of  Samuel  Devine,   247 

Order  for  imprisonment  in  jail  of  Godfrey  Hains,  a  prisoner 
arrested  and  transmitted  by  New-Jersey  Committee  of 
Safety;  and  letter  to  committee  of;  answer  of  Kingston 
committee,  2G3,  273 

Return  of  election  of  officers  of  a  company  of  militia  in  Ha- 
nover precinct,    275 

Letter  from  Col.  Thomas  Palmer,  relative  tu  the  enlistment 
of  minute  men  out  of  the  town  or  county  in  which  they  re- 
side, <Stc.   277 

Recommendation  by  committee  of  field  officers  for  northern 
regiment  in,   29.j 

Letter  from  Severyn  T.  Bruyn,  declining  office  of  adjutant  in 
Col.  Thomas  Palmer's  regiment,    29j 

Letter  from  chairman  of  Marbletown  committee,  relative  to 
election  of  officers  in  the  southwest  district  of  said  town  ; 
petition  of  John  Hasbrouck  and  others  ;  report  of  commit- 
tee Uiereon,  and  answer  of  Provincial  Congress,.  290,  3U3,  301 

Letter  from  Thomas  Palrner,  transmitting  recommendation, 
by  New-Marlborough  committee,  of  William  Martin,  as 
captain  in  the  Colonial  troops,    30 1 

Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of  Kingston,  recommend- 
ing appointment  of  sundry  officers  in  regiment  of  militia 
in,  enclosing  letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler,   3ol 

Letters  from  Col.  Abraham  Hasbrouck,  Johannes  Snyder  and 
others,  field  and  stalf  officers  of  northern  regiment  in,  re- 
tarning  their  commissions   3.i8 

.\nswerof  Provincial  Congress  thereto   359 

Petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Marbletown,  to  be  embo- 
died as  a  company  of  grenadiers  in  Col.  Levi  Pauling's  re- 
giment; and  choice  of  officers,   373,  374 

Return  ofelfction  of  officers  of  company  of  militia  in  Hano- 
ver precinct,  ,   429 

Directions  to  committee  of,  for  the  delivery  of  arms  taken 
from  di.'alTected  persons,  to  Lieut.  Col.  Livingston,  for  the 
use  of  Col.  Clinton's  regiment,   430 

Return  of  election  of  ollicers  in  the  precinct  of  Ii'ew-Wind- 
sor,   452 

Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  third  Provincial 
Congress,   460 

Letter  to  committee  of,  requesting  the  transmi.ssion  of  pro- 
ceedings of,  relative  to  the  eh^rtion  of  Dcputi'is,  and  expla- 
nation of  contradictory  credentials  to  Provincial  Congre.^s  ; 
answer  of  committee,    4H0,  467,  499 

Return  of  election  of  olficers  of  a  minute  company  at  Ncw- 
burgh,   461 

Letter  from  committee  of,  transmitting  examination  of  James 
and  Lemuel  Monger,  on  charge  of  counterlf:iting  bills  of 
credit  of  the  Continental  and  Colonial  emission,   461 

Return  of  election  of  ensign  of  Captain  Jocliara  Shoemaker's 
company,  in  Marbletown,   46.5 

Return  of  election  of  ensign  in  Captam  iiowdcwine  Tarepen- 
nlng's  company  of  militia,  in  New-Marlborough   471 

Return  of  election  of  ensign  in  Captain  Jackson's  company 
of  militia,  in  Hanover  precinct,   491 

Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  committee  of  New-Wind- 
sor, relative  to  complaint  of  the  sale  of  tea  by  .Mrs.  Jona- 
than Lawrence,  at  a  price  beyond  that  prescribed  by  Pro- 
_  vincial  Congress   494,  495 

Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  Convention   52 1 

Reference  to  committee  of,  of  potitition  of  ;;amiiel  Smith  and 
Cadwallader  Colden,  Jr.,  prisoners  conhnod  in  jail  of,. . ..  525 

Resolutions  of  Convention,  for  callinc  into  service  one-lbiirth 
of  the  militia  of,  and  directions  for  arrangement,  p^V, 
bounty,  and  subsistence  of,   '-'■I').  526 

Appointment  of  field  officers  of  reeiments  of  militia  in,  -  52S 

Letter  to  committee  of  Rochester,  in,  relative  to  difficulties  in 

C»pt,  Petrus  Schoonmaker's  compnny,   529 

(See  Indians,  2.) 


XTLSTER  COUNTY-CoNTiNuiD. 

Certificate  of  election  of  officers  in  Capt.  Hi  nry  Van  Kciiren's 
company  of  militia,  in  Hanover  precinct   '       _  ^.j^ 

Letters  from  chairman  of  Kingston  conirnitlef,  ir:,,,.,,,.;!!,,,, 
information  of  the  desertion  of  sundry  disalkctcl  (.i-p  ons 
and  of  the  movements  of  the  Indians  under  the  coi],,,  -inJ 

of  Butler,  &tc.  &C.,  '  '       .y  n 

(See  Clinton,  George.) 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  officers  in  the  train  band  nf  it,,, 
northeast  district  of  the  precinct  of  Mamacotting,  ....  , 

Report  of  committee  relative  to  the  removal  of  prisoi.'  r  ' 
from  Kingston  to  iMorristown,  in  New-Jer.sey,  &c,. . . ,  z,;,;  — 

Militia  of,  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  inoiiiciit  j 
warning,   ,,,| 

Report  of  committee  respecting  the  expediency  of  calling  om 
the  militia  of,  

Resolution  of  Committee  of  Salety,  directing  the  complrtion  ' 
of  the  levies  of  the  militia  of.  for  the  reinlbrcemmt  of  the 
garrison  at  the  Highlands   (j^.j 

Certificate  of  election  of  olficers  of  company  of  militia  in  Ma- 
macotting precinct,   g.]i; 

Letters  from  Andries  De  Witt,  Johannes  Sleght,  and  D.Wyn- 
koop,  Jr.,  transmitting  communication  from  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  Papaconk,  relative  to  an  aiiprchendcd  iiivn.sion 
from  the  Indians,  and  rumours  of  their  movements;  pro- 
ceedings of  Convention  thereon;  and  resolution  for  hold- 
ing a  treaty  with,   (;,•,(>, 

Return  of  election  of  officers  of  company  of  militia  in  the 
precinct  of  Sha^^  angunk,     fi-^ 

Resolution  of  Convention,  directing  committee  of,  to  provide 
for  defence  of  their  frontiers  by  det.ichmr  nt  from  mihlia,.  663 

Detachment  of  militia  of,  ordered  to  Pcckskill,   C69 

Letter  to  Johannes  sleight,  at  Kingston,  relative  to  the  procur- 
ing of  salt   COS 

Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  transmitting  informa- 
tion of  the  apprehension  of  Henry  Winck  and  James 
Briggs,  for  passing  false  money;  resolutions  of  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  for  examination  and  iiiiprisoiimeiit  of.   703 

Letter  from  chairman  of  Kingston  committee,  respecting  1  lois 
anddisturbances  of  mobs,  &c.  owing  to  tlie  storage  there  of 
tea,  r   714 

Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety,  directing  the  militia  ot", 
to  repair  to  Chester,  in  Orange  county,  under  tin-  ccin- 
raand  of  Gen.  George  Clinton,  to  co-operate  in  harra.ssing 
the  enemy  in  New-Jersey,  and  in  defending  the  passes  of 
the  Highlands   746 

Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety,  directing  Gen.  Clinton 
to  dismiss  the  two  regiments  of  militia  belonging  the  north 
end  of,  and  to  draft  200  men,  to  repair  to  the  Flats  in 

Rhinebeck  precinct,   7.'j7 

(See  Clinton,  George,  13.) 

Committee  of  Kingston  directed  to  make  an  inventory  of  per- 
sonal properly  belonging  to  persons  joining  the  enemy,.. .  f'H 

Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  committee  of,  for  loan 
to   S31 

Letter  from  Convention  to  committee  of,  relative  to  charges 
against  the  committee  for  delecting  conspiracies,  ike.  for 
partiality  and  neglect  of  duly,   839 

Return  of  coroner's  inquest  on  the  body  of  Benjamin  J.  Low, 
killed  by  the  casual  discharge  of  a  gun  in  the  hands  of 
Cocnradt  Kdmondus  KImendorpli ;  bail  for  appearance  of 
said  Edmendornh,  at  the  next  court  of  oyer  and  terminer 
therein,  .'   S62 

Requisition  on  'IVeasurer  in  favour  of  committee  of,  for 
stockings  and  blankets  purcliascd  for  the  use  of  the  troops,  8.^3 

Letter  from  John   Hornbeck,  chairman  of    committee  of 
Rochester,  enclosing  copies  of  a  speech  from  said  commit-  • 
tee,  to  all  the  Esopus  Indians  and  their  chiefs,  and  Migli- 
tagh,  the  sachem,  and  the  answer  from  the  Indian  there- 
to,  900 

Resolutions  of  Convention  for  raising  three  companies  in,  lor 
the  protection  of  the  Continentrjl  frigates  at  Ksopns  Land- 
ing, the  public  records  and  treasury,  and  the  various  passes 
ami  roads;  olficers  of,  Ac   905 

Letter  from  Jacob  Hasbrouck.  cliairinan  of  committee  of 
Mar.. letown,  accompanying  the  transmission  of  Cornelius 
Sammons  as  a  prisoner;  examination  and  discharge  ot,  ..  .  90^ 

Appointment  of  Egbert  Dumont  as  Sheriff  of,   912,  917 

(See  Resolutions  of  Convention,  137.) 

Appointment  of  judges  of,  '^'^ 

Appointment  of  George  Clinton  clerk   ''17 

Election  of  officers  in  three  companies  of  militia,  in  Rum- 
bout's  precinct  in,   '-"'^ 

(See  Rangers,  16.) 

Resolutions  of  Council  of  Safely,  for  the  removal  of  the  ^ 
records  of,  to  Rochester  in,   • 

Resolutions  of  Council  of  .Safety  for  discharging  Cornelius  C. 
Schooninakcr  and  Jno.  Slcght,  Jr.  lioni  further  superin- 
tendence of  the  poor  in,  and  appointing  Abraham  ilevur 
commissioner  the'efor;  provision  ior  settlement  of  2''- 
counts  of  said  .'^choonmaknr  •••  

Resolutions  of,  committee  of  appointing  commi-^-^ioiKr' 

granting  licenses  in,  for  the  transportation  of  Hour.  >''<•... .  1 

Letter  from  committee  of,  relative  to  the  apponuim  nl  of 
members  of,  by  late  Convention,  
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ULSTER  COUNTY— CoNTixuED. 
86,  Letter  from  committee  of,  respecting  provision  for  families  of 

persons  takea  or  siaia  la  the  defence  of  I'ort  Montgomery,  1096 
UNADILLA.  (See  Tryoa  County,  35.) 
UNIFORMS. 

1.  For  Colonial  troops,  ordered,   65,  385 

UNITED  COLO.MF.S. 

1.  Kesolutions  of  Conlinenlal  Congress,  declaring  what  acts 
shall  constitute  treason  against;  and  recommending  the 
passage  of  laws  for  the  puaishmcnt  of  such  crime,   506 

V. 

VAN  ALEN,  JOHN,  lieutenant  colonel  of  eighth  regi- 
ment of  mililia  in  the  county  of  Albany. 

1.  Information  and  proceedings  asainst  by  committee  of  Alba- 

ny county  on  charge  of  disali'ection   855,  856 

2.  Petition  of  Nancy  Van  Alen,  wife  of,  for  relaxation  of  con- 

finement or  discharge  of,   874 

VAN  BRUYCK,  OR  VER  BRUYCK,  HENDRICK 
VAN  DE  LINDEN. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  major  of  regiment  of  militia  in  Orange 

county,   528 

2.  Application  of,  for  dismissal  from  service  by  reason  of  ill 

health  ;  granted,   587 

VAN  BUREN,  HARJIEN. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  major  of  the  seventh  regiment  of  militia 

of  Albany  county,   610 

VAN  CORTLANDT,  AUGUSTUS. 

(See  Records,  8.) 
VAN  CORTLANDT,  PHILIP. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  lieutenant-colonel,  and  muster  master  to 

fourth  regiment  62,96 

2.  Authorized  to  borrow  money  on  credit  of  Provincial  Con- 

gress for  payment  of  two  companies  in  4ih  regiment,   100 

(See  Van  Schaack,  Goose,  4.) 

3.  Letter  from,  respecting  supplies  of  clothim;,  arms  and  milita- 

ry stores,  for  troops  of,  encamped  at  Albany  on  their  way 

to  Ticonderoga,   137 

4.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  recruiting  and  bil- 

leting Col.  Wynkoop's  regiment;  directions  to,  to  proceed 
to  Albany  therefor  ;  and  to  wait  on  the  Commander-in- 
Chief.   424 

5.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  amount  of  bounty 

due  his  regiment,   832 

VAN  CORTLANDT,  COL.  PIERRE. 

1.  Letter  from  Convention  to,  directing  the  delachracnt  of  a  por- 

tion of  regiment  of,  to  guard  the  provisions,  &C.  stored  at 

or  near  PeekskiU,   522 

2.  Letter  from  Convention  to,  relative  to  the  relief  of,   526 

3.  Letter  from  and  Z.  Plait,  informing  Convention  of  the  station 

of  the  enemy  at  Haverstraw  Bay;  the  number  of  militia 

there,  and  at  Fort  Jlontgornery,  ic   530 

Letter  from  and  Z.  Flatt,  relative  to  the  subsistence  of  the 

troops  at  PeekskiU  :  requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  541 
Letter  from  and  Z.  Piatt,  relative  to  the  movements  of  the 

enemy,  &c   555 

Requisition  in  favour  of,  for  advances  for  support  of  troops, 

,    575 


Chosen  Vice-President  of  Convention,   676 

VANDEPUT,  CAPT.  GEORGE. 

(See  Asia  Ship,  3,  7.) 
(See  Weatherhead,  John,  1.) 
VANDERBILT,  JOHN.  (See  Powder,  9.) 

VAN  GAASBECK,  PETRUS. 

Appointment  of,  as  captain  of  a  company  in  Albany  county 
for  the  detection  and  suppression  of  conspiracies,    6G6 

Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  pay  and  subsistence 

of  company  of,   .  .  ...  777 

VAN  NESS,  JOHN. 

Appointment  of,  as  colonel  of  regiment  of  minute  men  in 
Dutchess  county,   135 

Letter  from,  informing  Provincial  Congress  of  the  place  of 
rendezvous  of  his  regiment,  in  case  of  alarm,  and  request- 
ing supply  of  ammunition,   200 

VAN  RENSSELAER,  COL.  ROBERT. 
Letter  from,  to  Convention,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of 
sundry  disaffected  persons,  and  an  insurrection  of  tories 

inBallstown;  proceedings  of  Convention  thereon,   889 

Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  I'avour  of,  for  expenses  of  jour- 
ney to  Yorktown,  to  meet  committees  of  the  middle  Stales 

on  public  business,   900 

Amount  due,  on  pay  and  billeting  rolls  of  the  several  compa- 
nies in  regiment  of;  and  requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour 


of,. 
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VAN  RENSSELAER,  HEMIY. 
Appointment  of,  as  major  in  the  t  jiitinental  regiment  of  mi- 

Ulia  in  Albany  county,   489 

VAN  RENSSELAER,  HENRY,  AND  SONS. 
Certificate  of  recommendation  of,  from  the  comraitiee  of  Al- 
bany, as  proper  persons  for  the  erection  of  powder  mills 


VAN  RENSSELAER,  HENRY,  AND  SONS-CoNTiNnEn^"^"*' 
at  Claverack ;  and  application  for  loan;  resolution  of 

Committee  of  .Safety  therefor,   423 

VAN  RENSSELAER,  HENRY  I. 
I.  Appointment  of,  as  commissioner  to  superintend  the  loan  of- 
fice within  this  Slate,   707 

VAN  RENSSELAER,  HENRY,  I. 

1.  Bond  of,  for  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  commissioner 

of  the  loan  olHce  in  this  State,   S23  824 

2.  Resignation  of;  accepted,  '  §38 

VAN  RENSSELAER,  PHILIP. 
1.  Memorial  of,  respecting  the  purchase  in  Connecticut  of  bar- 
relled pork  for  the  use  of  Conlinenlal  army;  and  letter 
from  Provincial  Congress  to  Gov.  Trumbull,  lor  permis- 
sion to  make  such  purchase,   lOg 

VAN  SCHAACK,  GOOSE. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  lieutenant-colonel  to  second  regiment,. ...  62 

2.  Return  of,  state  of  regiment  of,   98 

3.  Muster  roll  of,  received  and  hied,   108 

4.  Letter  from,  at  Albany,  informing  of  the  arrival  of  Colonels 

Clinton  and  Van  Cortlandt  with  troops,  on  their  march  to 
Ticonderoga,  and  requesting  supplies  of  arms  and  military 
stores,  and  of  the  discontent  of  the  men  for  want  of  pay, 
&e.  and  answer  of  Provincial  Congress,    J30,  131 

5.  Receipt  of,  for  powder,   177 

6.  Letter  from,  accompanying  transmission  of  prisoners  taken 

in  Canada,   152 

7.  Letter  from  enclosing  returns  of  regiment  of,   851 

8.  Letter  from,  accompanying  transmission  of  sundry  prisoners 

of  war  taken  at  the  northward,  IU14,  1040 

VAN  VEGHTEN,  SAMUEL. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  first  lieutenant  in  Captain  Jacobus  Rose- 

krans'  company,     100 

2.  Declension  of,   112,  140 

VAN  VLECK,  ABRAHAM  H. 
1.  Petition  of,  expressing  his  contrition  for  violation  of  resolu- 
tion of  Conlinenlal  Congress,  and  his  engagement  to  prove 
himself  a  sincere  friend  to  his  country  ;  proceedings  there- 
on,   133 

VAN  VLECK  AND  KIP.  (See  Saltpetre.) 
VAN  WOEllT,  ISAAC. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  second  lieutenant,   100 

VAN  ZANDT,  JACOBUS. 

1.  Letter  from,  respecting  measures  for  safety  of  Congress  mo- 

ney, without  Sandy  Hook ;  and  order  of  Provincial  Con- 
gress thereon   176 

2.  Purchase  by,  of  pilot  boat  Bishop  of  Landalf,  for  public  ser- 

vice; and  appropriation  for,     179 

VAN  ZANDT,  PETER  P. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  major  of  regiment  of  militia  in  the  city 

of  New. York,   209 

VERGEREAU,  PETER. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  ensign  in  Captain  Ledger's  company,. . . .  183 
VERMONT.  (See  Green  Mountain  Boys.) 

1.  Certified  extract  of  the  proceedings  of  Slate  Convention  of,  .  995 

(See  Charlotte  County.) 
(See  Cumberland  County.) 
(See  Gloucester  County.) 

2.  Resolutions  of  Congress,  relative  to  the  claims  of,  &c.  as  an 

independent  State,   9'j3,  999 

3.  Letters  from  Delegates  in  Congress  respecting,         998,  999,  1000 

4.  Letter  from  Gouverneur  Morris,  respecting  condition  of.  &c.  1011, 

1U12 

5.  Letter  from  Jonas  Fay,  Vice-President  of  Council  of  Safety 

of,  transmitting  an  account  of  an  engagement  betw  een 
General  Stark,  and  the  British  troops,  near  Bennington,  1044, 

1045 

6.  Letter  from  Gen.  Benjamin  Lincoln  to  Gen.  Schuyler,  trans- 

mitting an  account  of  the  ballle  of  Bennington,   1045 

VERPLANCK,  SAMUEL.  (See  Eryson,  Robert) 
VESSELS.  (See  Ships  and  Vessels.) 
VIRGIJIA. 

1.  Letter  from  Edmond  Pendleton,  President  of  the  Convention 

of,  transmitting  preamble  and  resolutions  of  said  Conven- 
tion, instructing  Delegation  in  General  Congress  from,  to 
propose  a  declaration  of  independence  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies ;  answer  of  Provincial  Congress,   47.5,  481 

2.  Letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  a  Delegate  Irom  this  State  in 

Congress,  informing  Convention  of  the  ratification  by  the 
Legislature  of,  of  the  articles  of  confederation,   1116 

VOLUNTEERS. 

(See  Dulcher,  Captain  William.) 
(See  Le  Dieu,  Captain  Abraham.) 
(See  Humphrey,  Cornelius,  4.) 
VOTERS.  (Sec  Qualification  of  Voters.) 
VOTES. 

1.  How  ordered  to  he  taken  in  first  Provincial  Convention,. ....       1  . 

2.  How  ordered  to  be  taken  in  first  Provincial  Concrcss,  8,  !0I 

3.  How  ordered  to  be  taken  in  second  Provincial  Congress,....  206 

4.  How  ordered  to  be  taken  in  third  Provincial  Congress,   450 
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WAITE,  CAPT.  BENJAMIN. 
I  Company  of  ranges  of,  directed  to  repair  to  Kingston  ;  re- 

qttisilion  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,     979 

I  Lttter  from,  to  Council  of  Safety,  respecting  the  refusal  of  his 
company  to  march  to  Kingston ;  resolutions  of  Council 

thereon,   1016 

WALDRON,  CAPT.  ADOLPH.  (See  Lighthouse,  6.) 
WARD,  GEN.  ARTEMAS. 

(See  Massachusetts  Bay,  4.) 
I  Appointment  of,  by  Continental  Congress  as  major-general,  .  63 
WARNER,  COL.  SETH. 

I.  AioiiHed  to  audience  by  Provincial  Congress,    65 

J.  Money  advanced  lo,  by  order  of  Provincial  Congress,  for 

services  rendered  by,  in  the  reducuon  of  Xiconderoga,   66 

3.  Chosen  lieutenant-colonel  by  Green  Mountain  Boys,   107 

4.  Appointment  by  Provincial  Congress,   130 

5.  Preamble  and  resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety;  and  letter 

Continental  Congress,  requesting  the  recall  of  commissions 
granted  to,  and  to  officers  of,   777,  77S,  779 

6.  Letter  from  Committee  ol  Safety  to  Continental  Congress,  re- 

lative to  proceedings  of,   820,  821 

7.  Instructions  to  Delcgalion  from  this  Slate  in  Congress  rela- 

tive to  the  appointment  of,  to  the  command  of  a  regiment 

in  this  State,   869 

WARREN,  JOSEPH. 

(See  Massachusetts  Bay.) 
WASHINGTON,  GEORGE. 

1.  Letter  from  James  Duane,  in  behalf  of  New-York  Dele- 

gates in  Continental  Congress,  transmitting  intbrmation 
of  appointment  of,  as  Captain-General  and  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  American  forces   47 

2.  Arrangement  by  Provincial  Congress  for  reception  of, ... .  51,  54 

3.  Letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler,  relative  to,   54 

4.  Address  of  Provincial  Congress  to,  and  appointment  of  com- 

mittee to  wait  upon,   55 

6.  Answerof  Gen.  Washington,   56 

6.  Letter  from  Joseph  Reade,  Esq.  secretary  of,  giving  advice 

of  the  sailing  of  three  men  of  war,  Sec.  from  Boston,   95 

7.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to,  requesting  blank  com- 

missions for  officers  of  New-York  regiments,   99 

8-  Answer  of  Gen.  Washington,   109 

9.  Letter  from,  apprising  of  the  arrival  at  Boston  of  a  vessel 

cleared  for  St.  Croix,  from  New-York,  loaded  with  provi- 
sions for  the  use  of  the  British  troops ;  and  also  of  the 
probable  removal  of  said  troops  from  Boston  to  New- 
York  ;  and  resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon,..  Ill 

10.  Intelligence  from,  to  General  Wooster  respecting  the  move- 

ments of  the  British  army   125 

11.  Letier  from,  requesting  ammunition.  Sic   143 

12.  Answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,   143 

13.  Letter  to,  from  Provincial  Congress,  transmitting  informa- 

tion of  Captain  John  Hamilton   166 

14.  Letter  from,  informing  of  the  departure  of  a  British  fleet 

from  Boston  ;  of  the  recall  of  Gen.  Gage,  and  appoint- 
ment of  Gen.  Howe  to  command  of  British  army,  &c   170 

15.  Letter  from,  relative  to  movements  of  British  fleet  to  the 

northward   179 

16.  Answer  of  Provincial  Congress  ;  cind  requesting  instructions 

relative  to  the  deserters  from  camp  of  ;  apprehended  and 
confined  in  Ulster  county,   184 

17.  Letter  from,  transmillinc:  information  of  the  burning  of 

Falmouth,  by  the  British  under  command  of  Captain 
Mowatt,  of  the  ship  Canceaux,  and  of  intended'  destruc- 
tion of  Portsmouth,   191 

28.  Letter  from,  relative  to  supply  of  military  stores  for  use  of 

Continental  army     201 

29.  Letter  from,  transmitting  information  of  the  reported  em- 

barkation of  the  British  troops  Irom  Boston,   231 

30.  Requested  to  detach  battalion  from  army  at  Cambridge  to 

the  defence  of  Canada,    265 

31.  Letter  from,  to  Committee  of  Safety,  transmitting  informa- 

tion of  embarkation  of  British  troops  from  Boston  ;  and 
their  probable  destination  for  Long  island:  and  of  the 
despatch  of  Gen.  Lee,  to  the  defence  of  the  city  of  New- 
York   277 

32.  Cannon  forwarded  to,  at  Cambridge,  by  order  of  the  Com- 

mittee of  Safety,   280 

33.  Letter  from,  requesting  a  supply  of  arms;  and  answer  of 

Provincial  Congress   313 

34.  Letter  from  Stephen  Moylan,  aid-de-camp  of,  lo  Lord  Stir- 

ling, informing:  of  the  embarkation  of  ministerial  army, 
from  Boston,  and  their  probable  destination  .'"or  New- 
York,    356 

35.  Request  of,  through  Col.  Mifflin,  to  Committee  of  ."^afety  for 

the  suppression  of  taverns  and  tippling  houses  in  the  city 
of  New-York,  as  tending  to  debauch  the  soldiery  ; 
order  thereon,   408 

36.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  requesting  exchange  of 

prisoners  on  board  the  Asia   409 

37.  Letter  from,  to  Committee  of  Safely,  recommending  the  pro- 

hibition of  all  further  intercourse  with  British  ships  of 
war;  answer  of  committee,  411,412 

38.  Recommendation  to  Committee  of  Safety  by,  through  Adju- 
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tant-General  Gates,  to  station  proper  persons  for  commu- 
nication of  signals  on  tlie  approach  ol  the  enemy  to  the 
city  of  New-York  ;  and  for  the  appointment  of  corps  of 
minute  men  or  militia  to  repair  immediately  to  such  sta- 
tions on  any  signal  alarm,   412 

39.  Letter  from,  on  the  same  subject,    318 

40.  Letter  from,  requesting  information  of  the  number  of  troops 

raised  in  the  Province,  and  their  condition,   419 

41.  Answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,  transmiliing  list  of  lield 

officers  of  the  four  regiments,  and  statement  of  their 
condition,  and  of  moneys  advanced  !o  general  ollicers,  4;o  421 

42.  Letter  from,  respecting  the  command  of  the  four  .\fw-York  ' 

regiments,  and  transmitting  the  signals  agreed  upon  in 
case  of  appearance  of  Biitish  ileet,   422 

43.  Answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,  and  response  of  General 

Washington,  425,  427 

44.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  respecting  the  com- 

mand of  the  marine  department  on  the  lakes,   425  426 

45.  Letter  from,  to  Committee  of  Safety,  transmittins  resolution 

of  Continental  Congress  relative  to  the  supply  of  arms..  426 

46.  Letter  from,  to  Committee  of  Safety,  informing  of  the  .ir- 

rest  of  Joseph  Blanchard  and  Peter  Poillon,  on  charge 

of  traitorous  correspondence  with  the  enemy,  I.  431 

47.  Appointment  of  secret  committee  to  confer  with  on  mailers 

relating  to  the  public  defence,  &c   450 

48.  Letter  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,  respecting  the  arrange- 

ment of  posts  and  stations  for  the  troops   ...  452 

49.  Information  communicated  by,  to  Provincial  Congress,  of 

the  proceedings  and  designs  of  disaffected  persons,  and 
tories  in  Connecticut  and  Long  island   453 

50.  Letter  from,  informing  of  his  departure  for  Philadelphia  : 

and  transmitting  copy  of  instructions  to  Maj.  Gen.  Put- 
nam, to  act  during  his  absence,   4f]6 

51.  Vote  of  thanks  of  Provincial  Congress  to,  for  his  services 

to  the  United  Colonies,  and  his  attention  to  the  interests 

of  the  Colony  of  New-York,    4S6 

52.  Complimentary  dinner  to  General  and  staff  officers,  by  Pro- 

vincial Congress,   49^ 

53.  Letter  frotn,  to  Provincial  Congress,  jespecting  the  purchase 

of  provisions  in  the  possession  of  certain  disall'ected  per- 
sons on  Long  island  ;  and  xelative  to  the  obstruction  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Hudson,   492,  493 

54.  Resolutions  of  Provincial  Congress,  tendering  the  use  of 

the  Colonial  militia,  whenever  required  ;  and  authorizing 
to  impress  carriages  and  water  craft,  and  to  remove  ships 
and  vessels  from  Hudson's  and  East  river,   503,  504,  512 

55.  Requested  to  disarm  and  secure  sundry  disaffected  persons 

on  Nassau  island,   504 

56.  Letter  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,  transmitliiig  the  report 

of  a  council  of  general  officers  recommending  the  remo- 
val of  stock  on  Nassau  and  Sfaten  islands,  and  respect- 
ing the  most  proper  measures  to  bepursupd  in  relation  to 
disaffected  persons;  appointment  of  committee  to  confer 
with  thereon   509,619 

57.  Letter  from  Convenlion  to,  informing  of  the  passairc  of 

British  ships  of  war  up  the  Hudson  river ;  the  anchoring 
of  frigates  at  Tarrytown,  and  the  adoption  of  measures 
for  thesupport  of  the  inhabitants  onshore,  

58.  Answer  of,  relative  to  the  importance  of  defending  the 

passes  on  the  Hudson  river,  and  watching  the  conduct  of 

the  toriej   523 

,59.  Answerof  Convention,   523 

60.  Resolution  of  Convention  authorizing  the  abandonment  of 

the  city  of  New-York,  at  the  discretion  of,  and  the  with- 
drawal of  the  troops  at  the  north  side  cf  King's  Bridge,.  524 

61.  Letter  from  Convention  to,  relative  to  the  condition  of  the 

troops,  and  the  movements  of  the  British  ships  of  war, 
requesting  a  loan  from,  for  the  public  service,   527 

62.  Answer  of,   533 

04.  Letter  from  Convenlion  to,  respecting  the  disposition  of  the 

stock  on  Nassau  island,   534 

65.  Letter  from  Convention  to,  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  lo- 

ries in  Monmouth  county,  New-Jersey,  transmitting  the 
examination  of  Balthazar  De  Hart,   543,  544 

66.  Letter  fiom,  to  Convention  respecting  the  propriety  of  lay- 

ing an  embargo  upon  all  exportation  of  provisions,  Sec.  .  545 

67.  Resolutions  of  Convention  for  the  delivery  to,  of  the  teles- 

cope belonging  to  the  college  at  New-York,   556 

68.  Letter  from  Convention  to,  relative  to  the  appointment  of 

Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  to  the  comraanil  on  Hudson  s  river, 
and  lo  the  succession  of  Major  Schuyler  to  the  command 
of  the  fortifications  at  the  Highl.nnds.  fee,   557,  558 

69.  Letter  from,  transmitting  intelligence  received  by,  of  the  ar- 

rival of  Gen.  Clinton  and  his  armv  at  Slaten  island,  to- 
gether with  part  of  Lord  Howe's  ll'-et  with  Hessian  and 
Highland  troops  ;  and  requesting  reinlbrcements   5fi2,  5C3 

70.  Letter  I'rom,  relative  to  the  militia  called  Ibrth  from  the  coun- 

ties of  Dutchess,  Ulster,  Westchester  and  Oranae ;  an- 
swer of  Convenlion,   563,  51)4,  565 

71.  Letter  to,  enclosing  resolutions  of  Convenlion  forcallins  the 

militia  to  the  fortifications  beyond  King's  Bridge,        . .  564 

72.  Answerof  Gen.  Washington,   509 

73.  Letter  from,  informing  of  the  apprehension  of  sundry  disaf- 

fected and  dangerous  persons  ;  answer  of  Convention,  569,  570 

74.  Letter  from,  recommending  the  removal  of  the  women  and 
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children  from  the  city  ot"  New-York  ;  resolution  and  an- 
swer of  Convention,   578 

75.    Letter  from,  respecting  the  obstruction  of  the  navigation  of 

the  East  river,   578 

76.  Letter  from  Cojivention  to,  relative  to  the  rumored  burning 

of  the  city  of  New-Vork   5S8 

77.  Report  of  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon,  relative  to  call- 

ing out  the  Sulfolk  and  Queens  county  militia  tor  the  pro- 
tection of  the  stock  on  Nassau  island,   589, 590 

78.  Appointment  of  committee  to  confer  with,  relative  to  the 

protection  of  the  stock  on  Nassau  island,   593 

Letter  from  Convention  to,  transmitting  information  receiv- 
ed from  Col.  WoodhuU,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
enemy   595 

80.  Answer  of  Gen.  Washington,   599 

81.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  and  answer  of  General 

Washmgton,   602,604 

82.  Letter  from,  to  Committee  of  Safety  relative  to  the  retreat 

of  the  army  from  Long  island  to  New- York,  and  the  inef- 
ficiency of  the  militia,  lic.  answer  of  Committee  of 
Safety,     603 

83.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  respecting  the  readmess 

of  the  militia  of  Orange,  Dutchess,  Ulster  and  Westches- 
ter counties  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,   606,  607 

84.  Letter  from  Convention  to.  transmitting  resolutions  authoriz- 

ing, to  cause  all  tlie  bells  in  the  churches  and  public  edi- 
fices in  the  city  of  New-York,  to  be  taken  down  and  re- 
moved to  Newark,  to  prevent  their  lalimg  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,   611 

85.  Letter  from,  to  Committee  of  Safety  respecting  the  order- 

ing out  of  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Orange,  Dutch- 
ess, Westchester  and  Ulster,   615 

86.  Letter  from,  to  Committee  of  Safety,  approving  of  the  re- 

moval of  the  bells  of  the  city  of  New-Y'ork  to  Newark, 
and  recommending  a  reinforcement  at  the  fortifications  at 
the  Highlands,   616 

87.  Letter  from,  to  Committee  of  Safety,  requesting  the  furnish- 

ing of  sloops  for  the  removal  of  the  sick  to  Orange  Town,  616 

88.  Answer  of  Committee  of  Safely   616 

89.  Letter  from,  on  the  same  subjecls   626 

90.  Letter  from,  requesting  the  sending  of  fire  ships  down  the 

Hudson;  order  therefor,  and  answer  of  Convention,   637 

91.  Letter  from,  containing  a  particular  account  of  the  mancEU- 

vres  of  the  enemy  on  their  landing  at  New-Y'ork,  and  of 
their  reception,  and  of  skirmish  at  Harlem  Heights,   642 

92.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Sal'ety  to.  transmitting  informa- 

tion of  the  movements  of  a  portion  of  the  British  lieet 

up  Hudson's  river,   669,  670 

93.  Letter  from,  relative  to  regulations  of  Congress  lor  the  en- 

listment of  the  new  army,  and  informing  of  the  attack 
npon,  and  capitulation  of  Fort  Washington,   712 

94.  Answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,   716 

95.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  respecting  the  employ- 

ment of  Gen.  Schuyler  in  superintemiing  the  erection  of 
■works  for  the  defence  of  Hudson's  river,   722 

96.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  respecting  the  destruc- 

tion of  the  court  house  and  other  buildings  at  White- 
Plains,  by  the  Continental  troops   729 

97.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  Gov.  TrurabuU  of  Con- 

necticut, and  Gen.  Schuyler,  informing  of  the  presence 

of,  at  Trenton,  with  the  army,   745 

98.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  requesting  the  counter- 

manding of  order  to  Gen.  Heath,  to  leave  his  post  at  the 
Highlands,  and  go  over  with  his  division  to  the  west  side 
of  Hudson's  river,  74.^,  753,  754 

99.  Letter  from  Francis  Lewis,  informing  of  resolutions  of  Con- 

gress, investing  with  more  ample  powers  for  the  regula- 
tion, of  the  army,  &c   764 

100.  Letter  from  Gen.  George  Clinton,  transmitting  intelligence 

of  the  battles  of  Trenton  and  Princeton,   765 

101.  Letter  from  Gen.  Washington   769,770 

102.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  relative  to  clothing  the 

troops  detained  at  FishkiU,  by  order  of  tlie  Convention,  782,  783 

103.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  congratulating  on  the 

success  of  the  American  arms,  &c   787 

104.  Letter  from,  recommending  the  passage  of  laws  for  the  more 

effectual  punishment  ol'  deserters,   789 

103.  Letter  from,  relative  to  detention  of  clothing  at  Fishkill,  the 
condition  of  the  fortress  at  Ticonderoga,  and  of  public  af- 
fairs generally,  804,805 

106.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to,  relative  to  the  ci- 

change  of  sundry  prisoners  of  war   806 

107.  Letter  from,  relative  to  inoculating  soldiers  of  the  Continen- 

tal army  for  the  smallpox,   806 

108.  Appointment  of,  and  inslruntions  to  committee  to  advise  and 

confer  with,  relative  to  the  reinforcement  of  the  garrison 
at  the  Highlands ;  the  appointment  of  a  commander 
there,  &C.&C  813,816 

109.  Report  of  committee,   831,832 

110.  Letter  to,  from  Convention,  thereupon,   840 

111.  Letter  from,  giving  information  of  the  proceedings  of  the 

enemy,  and  requestinc  a  reinforcement,   985 

112.  Letter  from,  relative  to  the  expediency  of  an  extension  of 

the  power  vested  in  Gen.  Clinton  to  call  out  the  militia 
of  Dutchess,  Orange,  Ulster  and  Westchester  counties  ; 

answer  of  Council,   1013, 1014 
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113.  Letter  from  Council  ol'  Sal'cty  to,  respecting  the  critical 

condition  of  the  northern  army,    1010 

114.  Appointment  of  commillee  to  confer  with  thereon,  and  rela- 

tive to  providing  garrisons  for  the  forts  in  the  Highlands,  1019 

115.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to,  transmitting  the  examina- 

tion of  Francis  Horsman,  a  prisoner  of  war,  relative  to 

the  strength  and  proceedings  of  the  British  army   1021 

116.  Letter  from,  to  Gen.  Clinton,  respecting  proceedings  of.   1022 

117.  Letter  from,  to  Gov.  C  linton,  respecting  proceedings  of,  and 

requesting  a  reintorcementat  the  Highlands,   1027 

lis.  Letter  from,  to  Council  of  Safety  respecting  the  condition  of 

public  affairs,   1032 

AVATKEYS,  HENRY,  (Gunsmith.) 
1-  Consultations  with,  respecting  fcrsing  of  gun-barrels,  and 
making  of  muskets,  and  resolutions  and  proceedings  of 
Provincial  Congress,   30,  41,  51,  55 

2.  Agreement  with   62 

3.  Directed  to  provide  William  Mariner  a  musket  in  lieu  of,  and 

equal  in  value  to  the  one  lent  by  faim  as  a  pattern,   142 

WATSON,  BROOK. 
1.  Passport  granted  to,  by  Provincial  Congress  for  travelling  to 

Quebec,  and  conference  with,   48 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

1.  Appointment  of  committee  of,   101 

2.  Report  of,  ■   105 

3.  Proceedings  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon,  and  resolutions 

for  the  emission  of  1:4  j,000  to  defray  the  expenses  inciu  red 
by  colony  ;  for  the  emission  of  bills  of  credit  in  New-York 
currency  for  that  amount,  the  quotas  of  the  .several  coun- 
ties, anil  provision  for  sinking,  &c  12S,  i:i3, 134 

4.  Report  of  committee  ot',  on  the  dangers  to  which  the  Colony 

is  exposed  from  intestine  enemies,  and  the  ways  and  means 
necessary  to  guard  against  those  dangers  ;  and  proceedings 
of  Provincial  Congress  thereon,  -JoO,  io9,  4G0 

5.  Appointment  of  committee  to  frame  a  law  in  accordance 

with  such  report,   461 

6.  Report  of  committee,  and  proceedings  thereon,   464 

WEATHERHEAD,  JOHN. 
1.  Letter  from,  relative  to  certain  reports  circulated  against, 

and  certificate  of  Captain  Vandeput,    154 

WEB.STER,  MAJ.  ALEXANDER. 

(See  Charlotte  County,  12.) 
WEED,  REUBEN. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  first  lieutenant  of  Captain  Davies' com- 
pany  377 

WEEKS,  JAMES. 

1.  Appointed  serseant-at-arms  of  Convention,   754 

2.  Appointcil  assistant  commissary  of  arms,  ammunition  and 

military  stores,  at  FishkiU,   774 

WELLS,  SAMUEL. 

1.  Requested  to  attend  Committee  of  Safety,   145 

2.  Examination  of,   145 

WELSH,  PATRICK. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  adjutant  of  militia  regiment  in  the  city  of 

INew-York,   209 

WEMPLE,  ABRxVHAM. 
1.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  payment  for  a 

quantity  of  saltpetre,    827 

WENDAL,  JOHN  W. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  quarter-master  second  regiment,   62 

WESTCHESTER  COUNTY. 

1.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  first  Provincial 

Convention   1,  ^,  3 

2.  Proceedings  of  a  general  meeting  of  the  freeholders  ot,  at 

White-Plains,  called  (or  electing  Deputies  to  such  Conven- 
tion,   -1 3 

3.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  first  Provincial 

Congress,   '  ■ 

4.  Appointment  of  member  of  Committee  of  Safety  for,   70 

5.  Letter  from  committee  of,  respecting  unfavourable  disposi- 

tions of  officers  of  mihtia  of,   91 

6.  Petition  of  inhabitants  ol  the  manor  of  Fordham  and  West 

Farms,  settin"  forth  the  inconvenience  of  being  joined  in 
one  company  with  those  of  the  borough  of  Westchester, 
and  praying  to  be  formed  into  a  separate  company   138 

7.  Letter  to  committee  of,  thereupon,  ■   133 

8.  Answer  of  committee ,  enclo.sin2  afiidavil  of  William  Had- 

ley,  respecting  declarations  of  John  Cock,  chosen  a  captain 

by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Y'onkers,    145 

9.  List  of  field  ollicers  in,  received  and  filed   "'l' 

10.  Provision  for  impressment  and  appraisal  of  arms  in  the 

hands  of  persons  not  signing  the  general  association  in,.  149, 

150 

11.  Petition  of  Daniel  Dean  and  others  of  Y'onkers,  for  appoint- 

ment of  John  Cock  a  captain,  ••  151 

12  Allidavitsof  Isa.ac  Greene  and  Georse  Hadley  respecting  de- 
clarations of  John  '  ock,  disrespectful  to  Provincial  Con- 
gress ;  proceedings  of  Committee  of  Safety  thereon;  and 
letter  to  committee  of  Y'onkers,  directing  a  new  election  of 

captain  in  the  place  of  said  John  Cock,  •  •    1 J2 

13.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  enclosing  affidavits 
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respectiogdisorJeily  conduct  of  Uoillrey  Haines  ;  and  an- 

iwer  to, . .  -  •  •  "  '■  i '  TT  '•" Ic^ 

li  OrJff  f»'  commitment  of  said  Haines.   160 

i\  I  „^.r  from  chairman  of  committee  of,  enclosing  list  of  offi- 
jers  of  two  companies  of  minute  men ;  and  commissions 
ordered  for,  and  for  two  companies  of  minute  men  in  tlie 

manor  of  Cortlandt,   1S5 

16.  Letter  from  sub-committee  of,  communicating  particulars  ot 
a  plot  against  the  public  liberlies,  transmittmg  examina- 
tion of  fhiUp  Finkncy ;  and  requesting  the  action  of  Pro- 

Tincial  Congress,   192,  193 

17  Eiaraination  of  Gilbert  Budd  and  G.  B.  Horton,  respectmg 

the  details  of  such  plot,   193,  194 

I*).  Letter  to  committee  of,  respecting,     194 

19  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  of  White-Plains,  relative 
to  inimical  conduct  of  Jer.  Francis,  and  Jer.  Francis,  Jr. 
ao.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  attending  second 

Provincial  Congress,  

SI.  Letter  to  Governor  of  Connecticut,  respecting  the  conduct  of 
certain  insurgents  from  Colony  of,  and  vote  of  thanks  to 
inhabitants  o'f  said  Colony,  assisting  in  the  suppression 
of,  •.  213,214 

22.  Permission  to  William  Sutton,  to  return  to  his  house  in,  on 

engaging  to  deliver  himself  up  to  committee  of,   221 

23.  Eianiinatioa  and  deposition  of  Benjamin  Hunt,  ordered  to 

be  delivered  to,   222 

24.  Return  of  officers  of  company  of  militia  at  White-Plains, 

manor  of  Scarsdale,  and  north  end  of  Salem,   255 

25.  Lieut  Col.  Graham  ordered  to  detach  company  of  minute 

men  for  the  protection  of  the  cannon  near  King's  Bridge,.  261 
26  Letter  from  Col.  Joseph  Drake  .ind  sub-committee  of,  re- 
specting persons  suspected  of  spiking  the  cannon  beyond 
Kind's  Bridge,  and  order  for  arrest  of  sundry  persons,  270, 271, 

273 

27.  Letter  from  chairman  of  committee  at  White-Plains  relative 

to  powder  sent  by  Committee  of  Safety,   287 

23.  Certificates  of  election  of  officers  in  Harrison's  precinct  and 

North  Castle   2'^8 

29.  Resolntioa  of  Committee  of  Safety,  requesting  the  committee 
of  the  county  to  prevent  the  transportation  of  barrelled 
beef  or  pork,    2S;) 

3(1.  Letter  to  committee  of,  respecting,   289 

3!.  Letter  from  Samuel  Drake,  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  minute 

men  in,  relative  to  the  supply  of  arms,  &c   304 

32.  Application  from  committee  of,  relative  to  pay  of  Captain 

James  Varian  ;  and  order  of  Provincial  Congress  thereon,  304 

33.  Report  relative  to  arms  taken  by  Col.  Walerbury,  from  the 

tnrics   305 

34.  Return  of  officers  of  a  company  of  minute  men  in  Colonel 

Drake's  regiment  in  Harrison's  precinct ;  and  requisition 
on  Treasurer  for  advance  to  Col.  Drake,   314 

35.  Committee  of  directed  to  permit  Wm.  Ritchie  to  transport  a 

certain  quantity  of  pork  and  beef  out  of,   315 

3<'i,  Return  of  election  of  officers  of  the  troop  of,   316 

37.  Rccnmmeadation  and  appointment  of  officers  in  Col.  Drake's 

rceiincnt   319,  320 

a.  Directions  tn  Provincial  commissary  to  receive  from  Colonel 

Watcrburythe  arms  taken  from  sundry  disaffected  persons 

in,  for  apprai-al  and  description    321 

39.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  for  pay  of  Colonel  Samuel  Drake's 

regiment  of  minute  men,   32S 

40.  Return  of  officers  ol  raditia  company  in  Col.  Samuel  Drake's 

regiment  of  minute  men   331 

(See  Drake,  Col.  Samuel.) 
(See  Graham,  Licul.  Col.  Lewis.) 

41.  Order  for  establishment  of  a  magazine  of  military  stores  and 

provisions  in,   336,  350 

42.  Cols.  Joseph  Drake  and  Thomas  Thomas,  directed  to  draft 

200  men  from  regiments  of,  for  defence  of  the  city  of  New- 
York     361 

43.  Regulation  of  committee  of  Safety  respecting  the  purchase 

of  barrelled  pork  in,   371 

44.  Committees  of,  directed  to  permit  the  exportation  of  provi- 

sions from,  by  Abraham  Liviniston,  to  New- York,   376 

45.  Return  of  officers  of  militia  company  in  Eastchesler,    382 

46.  do  do  do       in  Yonkcrs,   332 

47.  Direction  to  committee  of,  to  take  measures  for  the  arrest  of 

counterfeiters  of  Provincial  currency,   414 

48.  Directions  to  committee  of,  to  take  measures  for  the  appre- 

hension of  Thomas  Gibson  and  Robert  Hamilton,  on 
charge  of  enlisting  men  for  the  ministerial  service,   430 

49.  Examination  of  Charles  Friend,  relative  to  the  persons  in, 

engaged  in  counterfeiting  Provincial  currency  ;  and  order 
for  the  arrest  of  Henry  Dawkins,  Israel  Youngs,  Isaac 

Youngs,  Isaac  Ketchum,  and  John  Anderson   437 

M.  Examination  of  Jeremiah  Wool  and  Isaac  Kotchum,  Thomas 

Henderson,  Henry  Dawkins  and  Isaap  and  Israel  Youncs,  443, 

444,  445,  446,  447 

61.  Names  and  credentials  of  Deputies  from,  to  third  Provincial 

Congress,   443 

62.  Committee  of,  requested  to  deliver  to  Col.  Ritzema  arms  ta- 

lien  from  different  persons   456 

53.  Return  of  election  of  officers  of  grenadier  company  in  Colo- 

"^1  Thomas  Thomas'  regiment,   4C5 

64.  List  of  lories  and  disaffected  persons  in,  and  resolution  of 

FlOTincial  Congress  for  proceedings  against,   477 
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55.  Appointment  of  Lewis  Morris,  brigadier-general  and  Lewis 

Morris,  Jr.  brigade-major  of  the  militia  in,   .[^2 

56.  Letter  from  committee  of  Salem,  in,  requesting  dire'cliUns  of 

Provincial  Congress  respecting  the  treatment  of  (li,;,ili.ct. 

ed  persons  and  tories,   js", 

57.  Answer  of  Provincial  Congress  [  ]  '  j;,^ 

58.  Report  of  committee  recommending  the  raising  of  a  body  , 

50  men  in,  Ibr  quieting  and  apprehending  disall'ectcd  \„  r. 
sons,   -,1,3 

59.  Appointment  of  Micah  Townsend  as  captain  of  said  body,  . . 

60.  Adjournment  of  Provincial  Congress,  and  removal  ol  publii. 

treasures,  records  and  military  stores  to  the  White-PJaius 

in,   .'  i 

61.  Names  and  credentials  ol  Delegates  from,  to  lourth  Provin- 

cial Congress,   5;  j 

62.  Letter  from  Convention  to  Lieut.  Col.  Hammond,  at  Tarry 

Town,  informing  of  the  transmission  of  supplies  and  a  re- 
inforcement to,  and  directing  to  keep  a  strict  watch  on  ilie 
movements  of  the  tories,   d-2'2.  523 

63.  Letter  from  Convention  to  Lieut.  Col.  Hammond,  at  Tarry 

town,  relative  to  relief  to  militia  umter  command  of,  at 
Tarry  Town,   j2i 

64.  Resolutions  of  Convention  for  calling  into  service  one-fourth 

part  of  Ihe  militia  of;  and  directions  for  arrangement,  pay. 
bounty  and  subsistence  of,   bij,  5C6 

65.  Committee  of,  requested  to  cause  William  Sutton  and  John 

Sutton,  to  be  placed  in  custody   542 

(See  Hammond,  James,  Lieut.  Col.) 
(See  Clinton,  George.) 

66.  Certificate  of  election  of  officers  in  Capt.  Micah  Townsend's 

company,   575 

67.  Militia  of,  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's 

warning,   601 

68.  Letter  to  committee  of,  respecting  an  apprehended  correspon- 

dence with  the  enemy,   (i05 

69.  Report  of  committee  relative  to  expediency  of  calling  out  mi- 

litia of,   b06 

70.  Reference  to  committee  of,  of  allegations  against  Joseph 

Reade,  a  reputed  tory,   t;i9 

71.  Resolutions  of  Convention,  requesting  Gen.  Morris,  one  of 

the  Delegates  from  this  State  in  Congress,  to  return  and 
resume  the  command  of  his  brigade  in,   C'27 

72.  Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety,  appointing  Stephen 

Ward  as  commissary  for  the  purchase  of  all  the  calile  in, 
for  the  use  of  the  array  at  Kingsbridge  :  appointing  com- 
missioners to  drive  the  remaining  stock  oil  of,  lying  iij>oij  i.he 
sound  or  Hudson's  river,  into  ihe  iiilurlor  ;  diiecling  the 
farmers  to  thresh  out  their  grain,  and  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase thereof,  for  the  use  of  the  army,  at  reasonable 
prices,  .'   fi73,  C74 

73.  Committfe  appointed  to  inquire  relative  to  the  safety  and  pre- 

servation of  the  public  records  of  the  loan  officers  and  su- 
pervisors of,   092 

(See  White  Plains.) 

74.  Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety,  respecting  the  disposi- 

tion of  the  stock  removed  from  the  lower  part  of  the  coun- 
ty of,    729 

75.  Colonels  Malcolm  and  Thomas,with  thdr  resiments,  together 

with  the  militia,  and  three  companies  of  rangers  of  ,  direct- 
ed to  remove  the  stock  and  grain  from,   749 

76.  Colonel  Henry  B.  Livingston  requested  to  repair  with  the 

troops  under  his  command,  to  this  State,  to  oppose  the  ra- 
vages of  the  enemy  in,   750 

77.  Letter  from  Lewis  McDonald,  chairman  of  committee  ol',  re- 

lative to  Ihe  poor  sent  from  New-York  into,  and  the  ell'ects 

of  sundry  prisoners  on  p^rol,  who  have  escaped,   767 

78.  Letter  from  Lewis  McDonald,  accompunyinz  James  Miller, 

a  dangerous  and  disaffected  person,  and  transmuting  the 
evidence  against  him,   776 

79.  Resolution  ol^  Committee  of  Safety,  prohibiting  the  purchase 

or  manufacture  of  wheat,  flour,  pork,  beef,  or  ol.'ier  pro- 
duce, beyond  an  amount  requisite  for  the  use  of  their  fa- 
milies, by  the  inhabitants  of,  unless  under  certain  restric- 
tions,   806 

80.  Letter  from  William  Duer,  chairman  of  committee  of  con- 

vention, relative  to  condition  and  movements  of  the  troops 

in,   f!08,  809 

81.  Appointment  of  commissioners  for  superintending  the  remo- 

val of  grain,  forage,  cattle,  &c.  from  ;  for  the  security  and 
protection  of  the  inhabitants  of,  and  thoir  removal,  when 
necessary  ;  and  for  the  seizure  and  sale  of  the  property  of 
inhabitants  joining  the  enemy   Sll, 

82.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of  committee  of,  and 

others,  for  expenses  incurred  in  supporting  the  poor  from 

the  city  of  New- York  .    .'^1-',  813 

83.  Appointment  of,  and  instructions  to,  committee  to  confer  with 

Gen.  McDougall  and  others,  relative  to  the  number  and^ 

duty  of  the  forces  in,  &c   ^'-^i 

84  Resolutions  directing  companies  of  volunteers  under  cimo- 
mand  of  Col.  Humphreys  and  (  apt.  Gray,  to  march  t'l  the 
protection  and  defence  of;  authorizing  commissioners  to 
raise  an  additional  number  of  volunteers,  under  llic  I'fm- 
ma.idof  Lieut.  Col.  Hammond  and  Major  Nicholas  Fish  ; 
and  advising  Gen.  McDougall  to  detach  a  portion  of  the 
Conttnenlal  troops  from  Fishkill,  for  the  protection  of,.. .  821 


INDEX. 


1195 


PAGE. 

WESTCHESTER  COUNTY— Contutoed. 

85.  Letter  to  committee  of,    822 

86.  Appointment  of  committee  to  provide  permanent  means  for 

the  protection  and  defence  ol",   851 

87.  Letter  from  Israel  Honeywell,  Jr.  respecting  the  proceedings 

of  the  enemy  in,   856 

88.  Kesolution  of  Convention,  directing  Brig.  Gen.  McDougall 

and  George  Clinch  to  provide  for  the  security  and  protec- 
tion of,   869 

89.  Receipt  of  Vice  Treasurer  to  auditor-general  for  pay  rolls 

and  other  accounts  of  moneys  paid  to  militia  of,   902 

90.  Appointment  of  John  Thomas,  Jr.,  as  sherilf  of,  912,  917 

91.  Appointment  of  judges  ol',  913,  917 

92.  Appointment  of  John  Bartow  as  clerk  :  declension  of,..  917,  97S 

93.  Resolutions  of  Convention,  appointing  commissioners  for  the 

settlement  of  the  accounts  for  the  purchase  and  removal 

of  forage  and  grain  in,   929 

94.  Letter  from  William  Duer,  relative  to  such  accounts,   936 

95.  Letter  from  William  Duer,  transmitting  accounts  and  vouch- 

ers,   954,  954 

96.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safety  to  commissioners  of  seques- 

tration in,   968 

97.  Letter  from  Council  of  Safety,  respecting  the  ell'ects  of  Peter 

Corney,  claimed  by  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Kennedy,   986 

98.  Letter  from  General  Putnam,  respecting  proceedings  of  com- 

missioners of  sequestration  in  ;  and  answer  of  Council  of 
Safety   1030,  1031 

99.  Report  of  committee,  and  resolutions  of  Council  of  Salety, 

relative  to  pay  and  subsistence  rolls  of  the  men  raised  by 
order  of  the  committee  of,  for  the  del'ence  of,   1055 

100.  Resolutions  of  Council  of  Safety,  directing  the  delivery  of  a 

quantity  of  salt  to  committee  of,    1081 

101.  Information  given  by  Lieut.  Col.  Hammen,  of  the  wretched 

condition  of,   1107 

102.  Resolutions  of  Council  of  Salety  for  the  defence  of,   1108 

WEST,  JOHN. 

1.  Petition  of,  for  relief   21 

WEST  POINT.  (See  Highlands.) 
WHEELOCK,  JOHN. 

1.  Appointment  of,  as  a  major  in  the  service  of  this  State,  with 

power  to  raise  in  the  State  of  Xew-HampsUire,  and  recom- 
mend officers  for  three  companies  of  militia,  to  serve  dur- 
ing the  war,  under  the  dircclicn  of  this  State,  and  to  ren- 
dezvous at  Fisbkill ;  appropriation  in  favour  ot",  S65,  STO 

2.  Resolution  of  Convention,  tor  payment  of  the  companies  to  be 

raised,   869,  870 

3.  Commission  to,   871 

4.  Petition  of,  for  an  extension  of  the  time  allowed  for  filling  up 

such  company  ;  resolution  of  Council  of  Safety  thereon,  946, 

947 

5.  Appointment  by,  of  Saml.  Paine  as  captain,and  Eleazer  Whee- 

lock  as  lieutenant,  coniirmed  ;  and  company  ordered  to  re- 
pair to  Fish  kill,   947 

6.  Certificate  of  number  of  men  under  command  of,   981 

7.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,   985 

8.  Resolutions  of  Council  of  Safety,  relative  to  the  disposition  of 

the  companies  raised  by,   1002 

9.  Letter  from,  to  Council   1026 

10.  Report  of  committee  on  memorial  of,   1051,  1052 

11.  Gen.  Scott  appointed  to  confer  with,   1052 

WHITE,  ALE.KANDER. 

1.  Statement  of  case  of,   126 

2.  Copy  of  letters  from  Sir  John  Johnson  to,   12G 

3.  Affidavit  of  William  Biddle,  respecting  certain  declarations 

of   153 

4.  Petition  of  Elizabeth  White,  for  discharge  of,  on  parol   163 

6.  Petition  and  papers  relative  to  case  of;  referred  to  Albany 

committee,   167 

6.  Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to  committee  of  Tryon 
county,  respecting  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  in  re- 
lation to,   212 

WHITE,  CAPT.  GEORGE." 
1.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  for  enlistment  money  for  part  of 
the  second  battalion  of  Continental  troops,  raised  in 

1775,   744 

WHITE,  HENRY. 

1.  Intercepted  letter  to,  from  Governor  Martin,  of  North  Caro- 

lina,   6S 

2.  Appointment  of  committee  to  confer  with   68 

3.  Report  of,     ftS 

4.  Letter  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,   69 

6.  Exculpation  of,  from  all  blame,   69 

WHITE,  HENRY. 
1.  Appointment  of,  as  surgeon  to  Col.  Isaac  NicoU's  regiment  of 

militia,     557 

WHITE  PLAINS.  (See  Westchester  County.) 

1.  Adjournment  of  Provincial  Congress,  and  removal  of  public 

treasures,  records,  and  military  stores  to  the  court-house 

in,   512 

2.  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  Continental  Congress, 

relative  to  the  wanton  destruction  of  the  court  house  at,  by 

the  American  troops,   723,  724 

3.  Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Safety,  relative  to  such  destruc- 

tion of  property  ;  and  letter  to  Gen.  Washington  thereon,.  729 


WICKHAM  THOMAS.  '""^ 
Desires  advice  of  Provincial  Congress,  as  to  takin?  pay  for 
stock  taken  off  Gardiner  's  island,  by  armed  vessels,  for  the 

use  of  the  King's  troops   35 

Leave  of  absence  to,  for  protection  of  stock  against  attempts 

of  King's  troops  to  remove,   105 

WILLETT,  MAKINUS. 
Letter  from,  and  others,  soliciting  allowance  of  clothing  for 

the  troops,   S9 

Recommended  to  Continental  Congress,  by  Committee  of 
Safety,  for  the  vacant  majority  in  Col.  McDougall's  regi- 
ment,   .  404 

AVILLIAMS,  BEDFORD. 

Appointment  of,  as  surgeon's  mate  of  2d  regiment,   108,  121 

WILLIAMS,  HENRY. 

Election  of,  as  chairman  of  Committee  of  Safety,   71 

WILLIAMS,  JOHN. 

Appointment  of,  as  surgeon   62 

WILLIAMS,  ■\'.  fLLIAM,  Major. 
Report  from,  respecting  impressments  of  arms  in  Queens 

county,   157 

WISNER,  HENRY. 

(See  Continental  Congress,  58.) 
(See  Pennsylvania,  1,  2.) 
Letter  from  Provincial  Congress  to,  requesting  information  as 
to  quantity  of  powder  on  hand  in  mill  of,  and  as  to  ability 

to  manufacture,   337 

Letter  from,  respecting  progress  of  powder  mill  of,   395 

Answer  of  Committee  of  Safety,   395 

Recommendation  of,  and  John  Carpenter,  as  partners,  by 
committee  of  Dutchess  county,  for  the  erection  of  powder 

mills,    4;;3 

Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  repairing  road  m 

Orange  county,   696 

,  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  spears  for  the  use 

of  the  militia,   697 

Letter  from,  respecting  the  condition  of  the  militia  in  Orange 

county,   756 

,  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  saltpetre  for  the 

use  of  the  State,   845,  915 

,  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  apprehending  .a 

number  of  disaffected  persons,   877 

Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  premium  for  erec- 
tion of  powder  mills,   921 

,  'Vote  of  thanks  to,  for  his  long  and  faithful  services  as  a  Dele- 
gate in  Continental  Congress   931 

Report  of  committee  relative  to  accounts  of,  with  the  State, 

and  resolutions  of  Convention  thereon,  ,   1112 

WISNER,  HENRY,  Jk. 

1.  Recommendation  of,  and  Major  Philips  as  partners,  by  com- 

mittee of  Ulster  county,  for  the  ereciion  of  powder  mills, 
and  application  of  for  loan  of  money  tlierefor;  order  of 
Committee  of  Safety  therefor   423,  438 

2.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  liounty  on  the  ma- 

nufacture of  gunpowder,   6S3 

3.  Requisition  on  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  for  premium  for  the 

erection  of  powder  mills  in  Ulster  county,   087 

AVOODHULL,  CAPT.  EBENEZER. 

1.  Letter  from,  relative  to  pay  for  his  company  of  troopers  in 

Orange  county,  and  requisition  on  Treasurer  therefor,.  76S,  8S8 

2.  Requisition  on '\  ice  Treasurer  in  favour  of,  on  account  of  pay 

and  subsistence  of  his  troop   1070 

WOODHULL,  COL.  NATHANIEL. 

1.  Elected  President  of  Provincial  Congress   205,  448,  515 

(See  Sulfolk  County,  53.) 

2.  Directed  to  march  one-half  of  the  western  rogiment  of  militia 

in  Suffolk  county,  into  the  western  part  of  Queens  county, 

for  the  protection  of  the  stock  ami  provisions,   ■j'io,  688 

3.  Letter  from  Convention  to,  informing  of  ihe  apoointmcnt  of 

Robert  Townsend  as  commissary  to  troops  under  command 

of,  8cc   590 

4.  Instructions  to,   590,  .^91 

.5.  Letters  from,  respecting  his  proceedings,   T)93,  594,  596 

6.  Directed  to  cause  the  stock  on  the  sea  coast  of  Long  island  to 

be  driven  into  the  interior,   594 

7.  Authorized  to  destroy  such  stock  as  can  not  be  removed,   596 

8.  Taken  prisoner  by  tlu'  British  on  Long  island,   605 

9.  Resolutions  of  Convention  for  negotiating  an  e-xchange  of,  . .  630 
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